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“Unbelievable!
I had no idea
what I had
been missing ...”
—Teresa from Tennessee

“... I needed this. My soul needed this. I feel renewed.”
Visit the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, N.C., and walk
in the shoes of a farm boy who became pastor to presidents
and shared God’s love with millions. Discover what God can
do through any life that is fully surrendered to Him as you
explore state -of -the -art exhibits and spend time reflecting in the
Memorial Prayer Garden. Admission is free, and the experience
is unforgettable. Come —just as you are.
“Come and see what God has done.” —Psalm 66:5, ESV

©2017 BGEA

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00

BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200

Reservations required for groups of 10 or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org
or call 704-401-3270. • 4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina
A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
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Editor’s letter
Sea of change
“Listen to me; the human world, it’s a mess.” Thirty years ago, a feisty little animated
crab named Sebastian said these words to his friend Ariel, a mermaid who dreamed of
being a part of the human world.
Sebastian may have been on to something when he talked about messy humans. The
ocean is the largest ecosystem on Earth, yet a colossal 1.4 billion tons of trash ends up in
this planet’s waters every year. There is an island of garbage twice the size of Texas inside
the Pacific Ocean alone.
In this month’s cover story, Associate Editor Cortney Erndt dives into the topic of
ocean conservation and how aquariums are trying to turn the tide with young learners.
She highlights four aquariums in the United States and Canada that go above and beyond
to teach science-based conservation, protect key species, address climate change and
inspire student groups to reduce plastic pollution. See page 12.
In addition to telling the story of ocean conservation, Erndt traveled across the Atlantic
to visit Berlin, Germany, one of the most celebrated cultural epicenters in Europe. On
page 70, she shares walkable destinations that tell the city’s stories of hardship and
resiliency.
New in this issue, we’re debuting features called “Love to Learn,” which spotlight cities
and their subject-based offerings for your student groups. We’ve focused on Cincinnati,
Ohio; Salem, Massachusetts; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Birmingham, Alabama; and
Anaheim, California.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine.
Until next time,

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm
Up next:
In December, join us as we blast off to explore student attractions that are out of this
world. Don’t miss features on Detroit, Michigan; Greater Merrimack Valley, Massachusetts;
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania; Houma, Louisiana; and Lynnwood, Washington.

800-767-3489
fax: 616-393-0085
GroupTour.com

Group Tour Media is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association
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JAY
BLOXSOM

Since its founding in 2008, NationsClassroom has engaged and inspired
over 50,000 students on hands-on,
educational tours to the historic East
Coast. Founder Jay Bloxsom and his
team partner with teachers to offer
students and families all-inclusive trips
that are educational, safe, affordable
and fun.
Like many professionals in the
travel industry, Bloxsom didn’t begin
his career by planning student tours.
After working in sales and marketing
at Nike, he began working in student
travel as a fun way to figure out what he
wanted to do when he “grew up.” And,
as it turned out, student travel was
what he was meant to do.
Editor-in-Chief Courtney Birchmeier chatted with Bloxsom about
NationsClassroom and the importance
of hands-on learning through travel.

Q. How did NationsClassroom
begin?

A. I had been working for a family-

owned student travel company. I fell in
love with what we did, and it reminded
me how much educational trips impacted me when I was growing up. I
thought I would stay at the company
for the rest of my life. Unfortunately,
the company was sold, and everything
changed pretty quickly.
I left the industry for a number
of years, but wanted to get back to it
because of how meaningful it is to me.
I had been following the industry and
noticed there were even more mergers
and acquisitions. With the industry
consolidations, service started to decline and prices went up. I had an “aha
moment” that there was an opportunity
to match my passion with the need in
the marketplace.

NationsClassroom founder sparks
inspiration through hands-on learning

NationsClassroom tour at U.S.Capitol, Washington, D.C.
Photo: NationsClassrom

Q. Why is hands-on learning
important for student
travel?

A. This is such a great question. We
are in the experience business. Most of
the students who travel with us are in
their tween or teen years, and genuine
engagement is so important to their
learning and growth. Ben Franklin is
credited with a great quote that gets to
the heart of why experiential learning
is so essential for them. He said, “Tell
me and I forget; teach me and I may
remember; involve me and I learn.”
Q. Why should teachers
consider hands-on learning
for their students?

A. Genuine connections to classroom

learning is important to our teachers.
Leading an educational tour also gives
teachers the chance to provide experiences their kids will remember well beyond the year’s classroom curriculum.
Learning how to travel in a responsible way prepares students for future
experiences. Ask anyone who has trav-

eled with students and you will hear
stories of passports left on bus seats,
soda bottles in luggage sent through
TSA screening, boarding passes found
on airport floors, and bags left unattended. It is a different type of education, but learning to be responsible
in these situations helps them handle
other responsibilities more confidently
in the future.

Q. What do you hope
students take away from
your tours?

A. For this generation, I think the

internet and just overall globalization
have made the world so much smaller
than it seemed to me back then (when
I traveled as a student). As much as I
want students to grow academically, it is
my hope they get stretched a bit, grow as
people and that we can light a spark of
inspiration that will carry over to them
being lifelong learners through travel. n

NationsClassroom
800-900-1776
nationsclassroomtours.com
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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news & notes
Sculptures at Audubon Aquarium
educate on pollution crisis
In celebration of World Oceans Day,
Audubon Aquarium of the Americas announced its latest conservation initiative:
“Washed Ashore: Art to Save the Sea.”
This special exhibition features largerthan-life aquatic animal sculptures crafted
from plastic trash collected from beaches.
Running through April 30, 2019, the
sculptures are designed to educate
students about the threat that plastic
pollution poses for the ecosystems of the
world’s oceans and waterways.
“Plastics have entered into all marine
habitats and every level of the ocean food
chain,’’ said Rich Toth, Audubon Aquarium of the Americas managing director.
“Whales, fish, zooplankton and numerous
other animals are eating our trash. Approximately 80 percent of marine debris
comes from land-based sources — streets
to streams to rivers to oceans.’’
Examples include sculptures of a
10-foot sea jelly, a 10-foot-long leaping
marlin named “Flash,” a 1,500-pound
great white shark named “Greta” and 12
other large aquatic animals. As part of
the exhibit, Sebastian James the tufted
puffin and SeeMore the sea lion pup will
be on display at Audubon Zoo.
“Having our marine debris sculptures
next to the animals affected by this
tragedy is a great opportunity for people
to stop and think about how they can
make a difference,” said Angela Haseltine Pozzi, artistic director and lead artist
for the project. “We also are very excited
to have such a significant exhibit next to
the Gulf and the Mississippi.”
504-378-2675,
audubonnatureinstitute.org

«
«
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greeted at a tour orientation center on
the ground level before taking an expert,
docent-led tour or viewing innovative
exhibition spaces.
Chicago Architecture Center’s 9,000plus square feet of exhibition space will
house an expanded, interactive and
digitally enhanced Chicago City Model
Experience that tells the story of Chicago. The City of Neighborhoods Gallery
explores Chicago’s rich neighborhoods
built by generations of visionaries and
will challenge visitors to envision a city
that works for them.
The center’s centerpiece will be the
Skyscape Gallery on the 26-foot, doubleheight exhibition space overlooking the
Chicago River and Michigan Avenue
Bridge. The gallery will feature a permanent “Tall Buildings and Innovation”
exhibit that will tell stories of famous
skyscrapers in Chicago and around
the world. It shows how architects push
boundaries to build even taller skyscrapers. The center will include a customdesigned lecture hall, a hands-on design
studio and retail space for the foundation’s shop.
312-322-1130, architecture.org

Exhibition in Dearborn explores
four freedoms
“Enduring Ideals: Rockwell, Roosevelt
& the Four Freedoms” is scheduled to
be on view at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan, from Oct. 13, 2018, to
Jan. 15, 2019.
To be located in the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation, “Enduring
Ideals” is the first comprehensive traveling exhibition devoted to Norman Rockwell’s iconic depictions of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms: freedom of
speech, freedom of worship, freedom
from want and freedom from fear.
Organized by Norman Rockwell
Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, “Rockwell, Roosevelt & the Four
Freedoms” illuminates both the historic
context in which Roosevelt articulated
the Four Freedoms and the role of Rockwell’s paintings in bringing them to life
for millions of people, rallying the public
behind the war effort during World War II
and changing the tenor of the times.
The exhibition concludes in the fall of
2020 at Norman Rockwell Museum.
313-982-6001, thehenryford.org

«

CAF creates new Chicago
Architecture Center
The Chicago Architectural Foundation
is scheduled to open the new Chicago
Architecture Center (CAC) this summer.
The 20,000-square-foot center will
provide the foundation with expanded
space for its growing programs and
educational initiatives. Located at 111
E. Wacker Drive, in a Modernist building
on the Chicago River, the center is just
above the dock for the Chicago Architecture Foundation River Cruise aboard
Chicago’s First Lady Cruises.
Students visiting the center will be

Photo: Audubon Aquarium of the Americas

news & notes
“Serious Play” to open at
Milwaukee Art Museum, Denver Art
Museum
This fall, the Milwaukee Art Museum
and Denver Art Museum will open “Serious Play: Design in Midcentury America,” an exhibition presenting the concept
of playfulness in postwar American
design as a catalyst for creativity and innovation. “Serious Play” will explore how
employing playfulness allowed designers to bring fresh ideas to the American
home, children’s toys and play spaces
and corporate identities.
The exhibition will open on September
28, 2018, at the Milwaukee Art Museum before traveling to the Denver Art
Museum where it will be on view starting
May 5, 2019.
“While midcentury American design
may be familiar to some audiences, this
exhibition sheds light on work by many
designers from the perspective that play
can be a serious form of experimentation,” said co-curator Monica Obniski,

«

Medieval Times slated for Arizona
Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament
is building its 10th North American
castle in Scottsdale, Arizona. The castle
will be located in the Salt River PimaMaricopa Indian Community's Talking
Stick Entertainment District.
With construction slated for completion in early 2019, the 11th-centurystyle castle will be the only entertainment venue of its type in Arizona.
Knights engage in displays of strength
and skill, as students cheer their champions over a four-course, utensil-free
feast, much as they might have 10 centuries ago. The history of knights, horsemanship, chivalry and life in the Middle
Ages are woven into a fun, interactive
show. After the show, students can
meet the knights. Educational shows
are held during the day and are closed
to the public, ensuring students have a
safe and secure experience.
medievaltimes.com

«

Chicago exhibition reveals
Alexander Hamilton
A new historical exhibit from the creators of Hamilton opens this fall at Northerly Island in Chicago.
“Hamilton: The Exhibition” is scheduled to open to the public on Nov. 17
inside a 27,000-square-foot temporary
building south of the Adler Planetarium.
The 360-degree immersive experience
re-creates key moments from the musical as well as lesser-known periods in
founding father Alexander Hamilton’s life.
Featuring an audio tour narrated
by the musical’s creator Lin-Manuel
Miranda, “Hamilton: The Exhibition” is
designed to take students deeper into
the life and times of Alexander Hamilton,
while at the same time chronicling the
American Revolution and the creation of
the United States of America.
The exhibition presents a dynamic and
interactive mix of lighting, sound, multimedia, music and historical artifacts.
312-977-1710, bicgroups.com

«

Continued on page 10

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
• Group menus for all budgets & tastes
• National contracts & net rates for
consistent pricing in all cities
• Vegetarian & gluten free option available
• Special merchandise offers
• 1 comp per 20 meals paid

• Meal Plans available for
FITs/Individuals
• Diner’s Pass provides your
clients with flexibility to
choose a variety of restaurants,
dine at their leisure & order
from our a la carte menu

DINER
’SPASS

For more information, call 877.955.2822
or email groupreservations@earlenterprise.com

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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news & notes

an issue!
Student Group Tour
is your resource for
educational travel.

Museum of Science and Industry
presents STEM behind Pixar
Discover the science and technology
behind Toy Story, A Bug’s Life, Finding
Nemo and other Pixar films with “The
Science Behind Pixar” at the Museum of
Science and Industry, Chicago. The interactive exhibition showcases the science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM)
concepts used by the artists and computer scientists who help bring Pixar’s
award-winning films to the big screen.
Students experience the filmmaking process through hands-on activities inspired
by some of Pixar’s most treasured films.

«

never miss

demmer curator of 20th and 21st century
design at the Milwaukee Art Museum.
“The spirit of play, and its importance
to the cultural production of the period,
is evidenced by the playful domesticity
of Alexander Girard’s storage walls and
table settings, as well as by the inventiveness of architects, such as Anne Tyng,
who designed modular building toys to
encourage creativity in children.”
The exhibition includes more than
200 works in various media, ranging
from works on paper, models, textiles,
furniture and ceramics to films, toys,
playground equipment and product design. It’s organized around three themes
— the American home, child’s play and
corporate approaches to design — and
encourages students to consider how
design connects to their daily lives.
414-224-3842, mam.org
720-913-0088, denverartmuseum.org

• Regionally focused
content
• STEAM, performance
and sports destinations
• Tips for headache-free
travel planning
• 100% FREE!

GroupTour.com/educators
Photo: © Nicolaus Czarnecki
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Created by the Museum of Science,
Boston and Pixar Animation Studios, the
exhibition features more than 40 interactive elements demonstrating the technology that supports the creativity and
artistry of Pixar’s storytellers.
The exhibition will be at MSI through
Jan. 6, 2019. It is not included in museum entry and requires an additional
timed-entry ticket.
773-684-1414, msichicago.org
Ride Kings Dominion’s
newest coaster
The wait is over for students looking to
get their thrill fix on Kings Dominion's newest roller coaster, Twisted Timbers, in Doswell, Virginia. Wood and steel intertwine
into twisting barrel roll drops, dynamic
inversions and gravity-defying weightlessness on the park's newest coaster.
Twisted Timbers is an innovative hybrid
coaster that uses the latest technology to
combine wood supports with a steel track
to give riders an exhilarating experience
with maneuvers previously unimaginable
on a traditional wooden coaster.
The ride is located in the Candy
Apple Grove section of the park and is
themed to an abandoned apple orchard
on the edge of town. The story behind
the coaster is that an unknown force —
supernatural or natural — destroyed the
harvest years ago and froze the orchard
in time; now the strictly “off-limits”
orchard has reopened for tours, with the
twisted ride as its highlight.
804-876-5000, kingsdominion.com

«
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Charged
American Museum of Natural History’s expansion
sparks new digital experiences
By Cortney Erndt

Science is at the core of many of today’s most pressing issues: human health,
climate change and biodiversity conservation. An expansion of The American
Museum of Natural History in New York
City, The Richard Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation will address the equally critical need to address
key challenges in STEM education.
The new 235,000-square-foot, sixstory facility, expected to open in 2020,
will join the museum’s existing galleries
and enhance circulation.
“The Gilder Center will allow
students to carry out research projects
in data visualization and assembly that
mirror those conducted by museum
scientists, and better prepare them for
secondary education and the workforce,”
said Scott Rohan, senior publicist for
American Museum of Natural History.
“Learning spaces will provide students
with access to advanced scientific tools
and methods of 21st-century disciplines, such as computational science
and genomics, as well as specimens and
artifacts from the museum collections.”

Rohan said while plans for the
Gilder Center are underway, the museum is in a highly experimental phase.
For example, the museum’s technology experts are collaborating with the
institution’s scientists to visualize the
artifacts of modern science, which are
increasingly large data sets.
“Using emerging technologies like
virtual reality and augmented reality,
these collaborations have brought big
data to life in a range of projects,” Rohan
said. “This includes overlaying CT scan
data on a Mako shark model in the
museum’s Hall of Biodiversity and the development of a virtual reality experience
that educates users about insect anatomy.”
Explorer is the museum’s current flagship app that allows visitors to
personalize their on-site experience by
using location-detecting technology.
By combining a student’s location and
their selection of up to a dozen interests,
the app serves up a customized list of
exhibits that recalibrates as one moves
through the museum.
“For instance, if the ‘Really Big’ in-

terest was selected, a student might be offered directions to the iconic blue whale.”
Rohan said. “As they move toward it,
Explorer recommends other ‘Really Big’
points of interest along the way.”
Other features of Explorer include
an “Avatour” augmented reality adventure and a quiz-based game called Tree
of Life.
“The proliferation of mobile
devices, along with the emergence of
new technologies like voice and conversational user interfaces — and the
suite of mixed, augmented and virtual
reality technologies — means that it
is no longer enough to focus on only
mobile apps,” Rohan said. “As we plan
for the Gilder Center, we recognize the
need to develop an overall digital visitor
experience for not only the new building, but ultimately the entire museum,
that seamlessly integrates visitor-owned
devices, existing in-gallery media and
unimagined new technology.”
New learning “zones” and classrooms will directly address the need to
enhance STEM teaching and learning,
and enable teachers and students to
access the museum’s extensive scientific resources.
“The museum’s education facilities
and offerings will be transformed by the
Gilder Center project in the museum’s
most comprehensive addition and
modernization of educational spaces in
nearly 90 years,” Rohan said. n
American Museum of Natural History
212-769-5100
amnh.org

Augmented reality experience, Hall of Biodiversity, American Museum of Natural History, New York City, N.Y.
Photo: © AMNH/R. Mickens

@amnh

@amnh

@naturalhistory
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Aquariums inspire action
in ocean conservation
By Cortney Erndt
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T

he mission is more urgent than ever
before. Worldwide, the ocean is in peril.
Marine wildlife and habitats are
threatened by an ever-increasing pace of
human activity. And in turn, humans are
threatened to lose vital natural systems
that sustain the livelihood of future
generations. Every minute, a garbage
truck worth of plastic is dumped into the
ocean. And yearly, a colossal 1.4 billion
tons of trash ends up in Earth’s waters.
However, today’s students can turn
the tide. Aquariums envision a world
in which the ocean is healthy — where
people commit to protecting the integrity
of a life-sustaining blue planet. Leaders
in ocean conversation, aquariums
extend their impact by reaching young
people who hold the power to change
human action and the decisions of
policymakers who act on behalf of
oceans.
The following four aquariums
integrate science-based conservation,
protect key species, address climate
change and inspire student groups to
reduce plastic pollution.

Vancouver Aquarium
Vancouver, British Columbia
Groups can come nose to snout with
sea lions at “Steller’s Bay,” an exhibit at
Vancouver Aquarium. The Ocean Wise
initiative immerses students in a sea
lion’s world.
“The ‘Steller’s Bay’ exhibit is
unlike anything we’ve ever offered,
demonstrating our research program
while inviting guests to get closer

to these charismatic animals and
connect with them like never before,”
said Dolf DeJong, general manager
of Vancouver Aquarium. “Not only will
visitors see these magnificent Steller
sea lions from a different perspective,
but our research-first approach will help
create a newfound appreciation for
sea lions, the challenges they face in
the wild and how Vancouver Aquarium
is contributing to science-based
conservation solutions.”
Students also can experience
Douglas Coupland’s Vortex, a new
radical art installation. Stepping into
Vortex brings visitors to the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch, where they are
immersed in the plastic pollution crisis.
“We live in a disposable world
and it’s having a grave impact on our
ocean,” said John Nightingale, Ocean
Wise president and CEO. “More than
80 percent of plastic waste in the
ocean is coming from land-based
sources and every one of us can and
should play a role in reducing our
plastic use and being more careful of
how we dispose of it.”
Vancouver Aquarium’s staff-facilitated
student programs last one to two hours.
Programs are held in the galleries
and behind-the-scenes classrooms,
including in the renowned Wet Lab
learning facilities.
Vancouver Aquarium
604-659-3552
programs@ocean.org
vanaqua.org

Left page; left to right, top to bottom: Monterey Bay Aquarium, Photo: Monterey Bay Aquarium; Shedd Aquarium, Photo: Shedd Aquarium; Monterey Bay Aquarium, Photo: Monterey Bay
Aquarium; Vancouver Aquarium, Photo: Creative Commons; Shedd Aquarium, Photo: Shedd Aquarium; Greater Cleveland Aquarium, Photo: Greater Cleveland Aquarium; Vancouver
Aquarium, Photo: Creative Commons; Monterey Bay Aquarium, Photo: Monterey Bay Aquarium; Vancouver Aquarium, Photo: Isabelle Puaut; Shedd Aquarium, Photo: Shedd Aquarium;
Monterey Bay Aquarium, Photo: Monterey Bay Aquarium
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Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Cleveland, Ohio

Shedd Aquarium
Chicago, Illinois

The FirstEnergy Powerhouse once
generated electric power for Cleveland’s
streetcar lines. Today, the late-19thcentury landmark offers a unique setting
for students to learn about life under
the sea. Brick backdrops, tunnels and
arches have been repurposed to house
Greater Cleveland Aquarium’s exhibits.
Jellyfish gracefully float in parts of
two former smokestacks and giant steel
girders frame a touch pool where students
can feel stingrays as they glide by.
“The layout of the Greater Cleveland
Aquarium allows for independent student
exploration while still following a linear
path through the different underwater
ecosystems,” said Kristen Jantonio,
communications specialist for Destination
Cleveland. “The intimate nature of the
museum layout combined with different
interactive experiences keep students
engaged while learning about their
favorite underwater creatures.”
Across more than 50 exhibits,
students discover creatures like sea
dragons, a giant Pacific octopus
and African spurred tortoises. A
230,000-gallon SeaTube is home
to sharks, stingrays, moray eels and
saltwater fish, which swim above and
alongside students as they walk through
the 175-foot tunnel.
With reservations, groups of up to 30
can help hand-feed stingrays. In addition
to a day full of learning, performance
groups can make a splash and show off
their talents. The aquarium is one of 40
performance venues for student groups
in Northeast Ohio.

From boldly-colored fish and glowing
coral to dreamlike patterns of wrasses
and tangs, Shedd Aquarium’s new
exhibit, “Underwater Beauty,” brings
students closer to the stunning and
surprising spectrum of shapes, sizes,
movements, patterns and colors within
the aquatic animal world. Through the
exhibit, Shedd aims to inspire the notion
of “beauty worth saving.”
“We peel back the water’s surface
to connect millions of people to the
discovery of animals and life beneath,”
said Bridget Coughlin, president and
CEO of Shedd Aquarium. “This new
special exhibit allows the opportunity to
peek at the stunning and unexpected
beauty of their world and to be
enthralled by their remarkable biology
and colorful adaptions. We want
students to look nature in the eye and
become inspired to take action.”
Featuring more than a thousand
animals representing 100 species from
across the globe, including eels that
ribbon, shrimp that can break glass,
sea jellies that pulse and fish that
swim backward, “Underwater Beauty”
welcomes students with a water wall
feature and showcases five distinct
rooms. Each is designed to astound the
senses and showcase a unique feature
or form of beauty under the water’s
surface.
Middle and high school groups
visiting the aquarium can add on
Learning Labs, which focus on subjects
like anatomy, lakeshore ecology,
pathology and Great Lakes water
testing.

Greater Cleveland Aquarium
216-862-8803
rpatacca@greatercleveland
aquarium.com
greaterclevelandaquarium.com
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Shedd Aquarium
312-692-3333
learning@sheddaquarium.org
sheddaquarium.org

Monterey Bay Aquarium
Monterey, California
More than 35,000 creatures
represent over 550 species in 34 major
galleries at Monterey Bay Aquarium.
It was the first major public aquarium
in the world with permanent exhibits
devoted to marine life in the waters of
Monterey Bay and California’s central
coast. And since 1984, more than 2
million students have visited.
“It is an immersive experience
connecting the visitor to the ocean life
of Monterey Bay,” said Jennifer Matlock,
school programs manager for Monterey
Bay Aquarium. “We provide direct
experiences with marine life. We hope it
instills a lifelong love of the ocean that
translates into action. Students can have
an impact in their own communities and
become advocates for ocean policies.”
The aquarium also was the first with

a living kelp forest, the first to create
large-scale jellyfish exhibits, and the
first to successfully exhibit young great
white sharks and return them to the
wild. Group programs are designed
for students to learn, have fun and
explore exhibits to discover how each
individual is linked to the ocean. School
programs support academic standards
and complement techers’ classroom
curriculums.
“We want students to continue
pursuing an interest in the ocean with
their teachers, families, friends and
on their own,” Matlock said. “I hope
students feel a connection to the ocean
and become inspired to protect it.” n
Monterey Bay Aquarium
866-963-9645
schoolprograms@mbayaq.org
montereybayaquarium.org

Monterey Bay Aquarium, Photo: Monterey Bay Aquarium
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Minnesota

Saint Paul
Saint Paul, the older “twin” of
Minneapolis by 13 years, serves as an
ideal destination for student tours.
“Saint Paul is full of amazing
diversity — not just represented by our
residents and visitors, but also by our
activities, history, tours and educational
opportunities,” said Nick Cusick,
marketing and media relations manager
for Visit Saint Paul. “We have a wide
range for student groups to choose
from and welcome them to experience it
firsthand.”
The Mississippi River cuts right
through Saint Paul, with the downtown
on one side above the limestone bluffs
Photo: Dan Anderson
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and the West Side flats area on the
other.
As the state’s capital city, Saint
Paul is home to the grand Minnesota
State Capitol. When students visit the
restored 1905 building, they learn about
government processes while taking in its
architecture, art and history.
The Landmark Center, originally a
Federal Courthouse and Post Office,
has been transformed into a cultural
center. “Uncle Sam Worked Here,” an
interactive exhibit, gives students a
glimpse into federal courts, Prohibition
and immigration activities that occurred
in the building through history.

FUN FACTS
• 3M, the creator of Scotch tape
and Post-it Notes, started in Saint
Paul.
• Saint Paul has more city shoreline
on the Mississippi River than any
other city.

Padelford Riverboats

Circus Juventas

Padelford Riverboats introduces
students to the Mississippi River on
90-minute cruises. The cruise can be
tied into nearly any subject — from
literature, history and social studies to
math and science. Groups depart from
Harriet Island, conveniently located
across the river from downtown Saint
Paul, and travel up river through Great
River National Park. This area is steeped
in the history of early Minnesota settlers.

Circus Juventas, a nonprofit
organization, is the largest youth
performing arts circus school in North
America. A visit helps students explore
multiple cultures through circus arts.
The adventure begins with a tour of
the facility. Before students advance to
the equipment, they are given training
in safety procedures, and a discussion
on safety rules and techniques. Aerial,
acrobatics, balancing, juggling and
theater are the five rotation areas.

Science Museum of
Minnesota

Science Museum of Minnesota
exhibits and Omnitheater films engage
students in fun and educational handson activities that complement classroom
instruction. Educators are able to
create a directed and memorable
experience that integrates their goals
and standards. All field trips include
admission to the museum’s worldclass exhibits, Science Live Theatre
performances and educator guides.

5 STOPS

Saint Paul, Minnesota
GO
Circus Juventas
651-699-8229
circusjuventas.org
Historic Fort Snelling
888-387-5008
historicfortsnelling.org

Wilderness Inquiry

Historic Fort Snelling

Wilderness Inquiry’s middle school
adventures include half-day paddle
experiences in 24-foot handmade
voyageur canoes, overnights in a
local park, or multiday adventures
in a national or state park. For high
school students, half day, overnight and
multiday adventures tend to be a little
more action-oriented and may include
service components. The company
collaborates with teachers to design
and implement place-based education
curriculum.

Historic Fort Snelling is located
on Dakota homeland at the sacred
confluence of rivers known as Bdote.
Explore the voices and stories of the
Dakota, Ojibwe, enslaved people,
immigrants, soldiers and fur traders
who crossed paths there. During a
90-minute tour, students learn the story
of Bdote and Fort Snelling through
hands-on activities, demonstrations and
conversations about the area’s long
history. Allow extra time to climb the
Round Tower.

Padelford Riverboats
651-227-1100
riverrides.com
Science Museum of Minnesota
651-221-9444
smm.org
Wilderness Inquiry
612-676-9400
wildernessinquiry.org

ASK
Visit Saint Paul
651-265-4907
visitsaintpaul.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Padelford Packet Company, Dan Norman, Visit Saint Paul, N. Linck/Wilderness Inquiry, Minnesota Historical Society
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Cincinnati
Ohio

HISTORY
Using exhibits, studentfocused activities,
programming and
presentations, The
National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center reinforces lessons

and themes that paved the path to
freedom: courage, cooperation and
perseverance. Cincinnati played a
significant role in the history of the
Underground Railroad, as thousands
of slaves escaped to freedom by
crossing the Ohio River to the city.

SCIENCE
The Cincinnati
Observatory delivers
cutting-edge science
education at a fullyfunctioning, 19th-century observatory.
In a daytime visit, students safely see
the sun through the oldest telescope
in the country. They can view sunspots
and solar flares using white light
and hydrogen alpha filters. Students
view the moon, stars and planets
through some massive telescopes on
a nighttime visit and experience the
“wow” of astronomy.

ART
Cincinnati Art Museum
docents engage students
in active viewing and
discussions by focusing
on six to eight works of art during a
one-hour tour. American Sign Museum
preserves, archives and displays a
collection of signs. Educational tours
can be tailored to a particular lesson
plan or point of emphasis, such as
design.
Cincinnati USA Convention
& Visitors Bureau
513-632-5385
cincyusa.com
Top to bottom, left to right: National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, Photo: Farshid Assassi; Cincinnati Art Museum, Photo: CincinnatiUSA.com; Cincinnati Observatory,
Photo: Cincinnati Observatory; American Sign Museum, Photo: Joseph Fuqua II, Enquirer Media
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GREAT LAKES

Challenger
Learning Center
immerses
students in STEM
Inspiration is a key component at
Challenger Learning Center of Aurora
University in Woodstock, Illinois.
“Our vision is to inspire the spirit of
discovery in our future scientists, leaders and visionaries to improve global
commitment to innovation and cooperation,” said Brigitte Redman, the center’s
director. “All of our hands-on STEM activities open children’s eyes, minds and
hearts to the exciting world of science,
technology, engineering and math.”
During the first part of a daylong
visit, groups experience the simulation
space mission called Expedition Mars.
Students are assigned jobs on teams
like the Life Support Team and Rover

Experiment, Challenger Learning Center of Aurora University, Woodstock, Ill.
Photo: Challenger Learning Center

Team. The second half of the day is a
visit to the Digital Starlab to learn about
the universe. Students work with MOSS
and Cubelet Robotic systems.
Redman noted the center is not open
to the public. Teachers must reserve
their trip dates in advance by calling or
contacting the center via email.
The Challenger Learning Center
in Woodstock is just a small part of

CHICAGO’S
GET AWAY.

the Challenger network of more than
40 centers around the world. Families
involved in the 1986 Challenger shuttle
tragedy created the network to honor
the crew of flight STS-51-L. n
Challenger Learning Center
of Aurora University
815-338-7722
challengerillinois.org

WAY TO

D E P A R T I N G F R O M C H I C A G O ’ S R I V E R W A L K AT

Michigan Ave. AND Wacker Dr.
Mercurycruises.com

GET THE INSIDE SCOOP
ON OUR TOWN.
IT’S BOAT LIFE,
CHICAGO STYLE!

WE LOVE
GROUPS!

CONTACT US TODAY FOR

COMPETITIVE RATES
AND INCENTITIVES

+1 (312) 332-1368 • GROUPTOURS@MERCURYCRUISES.COM

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Forest Preserve District boosts
environmental education in
Will County, Illinois
Getting students outdoors for environmental education is a big part of the
Forest Preserve District of Will County,
near Joliet, Illinois.
Environmental education programs

carry out the district’s mission of
protecting, conserving, enhancing and
promoting the county’s natural heritage.
Lynn Kurczewski, director of visitor
services at Forest Preserve District of
Will County, said her department provides a variety of programs to education
communities. Environmental education
is the primary focus, but the programs
also cover cultural history, science, technology, engineering and math.
Field trips are offered at Four Rivers
Environmental Education Center in
Channahon; Isle a la Cache Museum
in Romeoville; and Plum Creek Nature
Center in Beecher.
The Four Rivers center is situated at
the confluence of the Des Plaines, DuPage and Kankakee rivers, which become
the Illinois River. The location gives the
district the opportunity to teach the
importance of water from many angles,
such as wildlife, conservation, human
interactions and commerce.
“Students do water sampling, and
they are surprised at how much plastic
debris is in the water,” Kurczewski said.
“It’s an eye-opener.”
High school programs bring students
to a nearby forest preserve. Programs focus on restoration and conservation, and
include in-school classroom activities as
well as hands-on restoration work.
At Isle a la Cache Museum, interpre-

Nature study, Forest Preserve District of Will County, Ill.
Photo: Forest Preserve District of Will County

tive naturalists assume the identities of
people from the 18th-century fur trade
era in northern Illinois. Students learn
about native cultures’ use of natural
resources.
“Providing educational programs in
a first-person format allows us to bring
history to life and create a memorable
experience,” Kurczewski said.
Field trips are free for Will County
schools. A small per-student cost applies
to out-of-county schools.
The department is looking at ways to
offer more outdoor recreation programs
such as fishing, outdoor cooking and
kayaking. n
Forest Preserve District
of Will County
815-722-2025
reconnectwithnature.org

L A B O H ÈM E

GIVE YOUR STUDENTS
AN UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCE AT LYRIC!
•
•
•

9 operas, a Broadway musical, backstage tours, and more
Complimentary group leader tickets
Student prices start at $10

Call 312.827.5927 or visit lyricopera.org/groupsales today to
plan your group experience!
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GREAT LAKES

Milwaukee Art Museum empowers students
Students who visit the Milwaukee
Art Museum are in for a treat. The
lakefront building, a work of art in itself,
presents four floors of art in over 40
galleries.
“Whether a group chooses a selfguided or docent-guided experience,
students can expect to see a variety
of works of art, from various times
and places, in a beautiful setting,” said
Kantara Souffrant, manager of school
and teacher programs at Milwaukee Art
Museum. “Our building itself is truly
breathtaking, which makes the experience that much more magical.”
Docent-guided tours of the museum
showcase works of art that visitors may
never have chosen to visit on their own.
“Our docents design their own tours
and no two tours are ever alike because
of the amount of creativity and personal
knowledge each individual docent brings
to their tours,” Souffrant said.

Docents facilitate stimulating
conversations between students about
works of art.
“It is this conversation that we hope
students remember — their ability to
see a work of art and be awestruck, to
feel comfortable and confident talking
about art, and for them to know that art
provides an avenue for engaging with
multiple ideas, histories and people,”
Souffrant said. “We want students to

walk away empowered and transformed.
Ultimately, we want to spark a lifelong
love of learning about and through art.”
Studio workshop programs also are
popular with students. Programs allow
students to take a tour and then make
art related to the tour’s theme. n
Milwaukee Art Museum
414-224-3842
mam.org

Docent-guided student tour, Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, Wis., Photo: Milwaukee Art Museum

LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION
OF ART, HISTORY AND CULTURE

1-877-HD-MUSEUM • 400 W. Canal St. Milwaukee • H-DMuseum.com
EXHIBITS • SHOP • RESTAURANTS • FREE PARKING
©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley, Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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Get wild at Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
Giraffes, red pandas and stingrays are
just a few of the creatures students see at
the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo in Indiana. In one location, student groups can
see animals from all around the world.
“We welcome groups of all sizes
at the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo —
whatever your group needs are, the zoo
provides a fun and educational environment for kids ages 1–100,” said Bonnie
Kemp, director of communications for
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo.
The zoo is organized into sections,
including African Journey, Australian
Adventure, Central Zoo and the Indonesian Rain Forest.
At the Australian Adventure area,
students come face to face with ocean
creatures (including sharks), touch sting
rays and see a mob of kangaroos. In
the Indonesian Rain Forest, groups see
a Komodo dragon, snakes, an 18-foot

python, orangutans and even tigers.
In the Central Zoo, students witness capuchin monkeys, penguins, river
otters and red pandas. The African
Journey gives the opportunity for groups
to hear the sounds and see the sights of
the African continent.
It is recommended to plan for at
least three hours for a zoo visit. For an
additional cost, students can feed goats
and giraffes. Another add-on option is a
mini-class. Classes last 20 minutes and are
led by trained volunteers; they require two
weeks advance notice.
Box lunches are available and must
be ordered one week in advance. Motorcoach parking is available near the
Foellinger Theater. n
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
260-427-6800
kidszoo.org

Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo, Fort Wayne, Ind., Photo: Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo

Just 35 mi. south of Cleveland on I-71
www.visitmedinacounty.com | 800.869.2943
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Outlets | Unique Shopping
Dining | History | Museums | Festivals
Parks | Holiday Entertainment & Events
Suggested Itineraries | Educational Fun!
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Learn lessons with reptiles at
Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary
Alligators … in Michigan?
Just south of Battle Creek, along the
quiet country roads of Athens, students
see, feed and learn about alligators in an
environment that is safe for everyone.
“Students enjoy being able to feed
and interact with the animals, and
watch the staff get into the exhibits with
the large gators and talk to them,” said
Peter Critchlow, security engineer for
the reptile rescue facility.
Groups can learn about the biology
and history of amphibians, as well as
find out what happens to the creatures
during the winter time.
The sanctuary is home to over 100
alligators that were rescued, donated or
adopted by the Critchlow family. Many
of the alligators were once domesticated
creatures that people no longer wanted

or could care for. Some of the gators are
from zoos or other institutions that were
unable to take care of them.
Alligators at the sanctuary are classified by schools: elementary, middle and
high school. There also is an area with
the biggest of the big gators, including
the 30-year-old, 350-pound, Godzilla.
The elementary class is 3- to 5-yearold alligators. The middle is gators at
adolescent age advancing into adulthood. The high school category includes
the more mature gators that are taught
their names and can respond to certain
words, objects and color commands.
The sanctuary has a covered nursery
for the younger gators that require special care or needs to be protected from
predatory birds.
In the sanctuary’s “Jungle of the

Amazon” exhibit, students experience
tropical plants and creatures like lizards, frogs and praying mantis.
Groups also can take part in an
animal encounter at the sanctuary.
The encounter includes a one-on-one
interaction with a staff member and
an animal. Animals include snakes, an
alligator and a bearded dragon. The
sanctuary also can put on an educational program or presentation for
student groups.
Staff asks educators and planners
to give at least a one-month notice of a
visit, as the sanctuary’s schedule fills up
quickly. n
Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary
269-729-4802
alligatorsanctuary.com

WHAT YOU’VE HEARD
ABOUT Cleveland
is true.
ONE OF National Geographic
Traveler’s WORLD’S BEST
PLACES TO VISIT IN 2018

Join in at This isCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:

Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org
Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org
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TORONTO

THEATRE

THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

NOW UNTIL JAN 20, 2019
Royal Alexandra Theatre

Moves to THE ELGIN THEATRE

from FEB 5–SEP 1, 2019

BEGINS MAR 2019

Escape Manor challenges groups
with logic, teamwork
Game on! The clock is ticking and
student groups must work together to
solve a scenario at Escape Manor in Ottawa, Ontario.
“With escape rooms being the hottest
form of ‘edutainment’ in North America,
our student groups are always thrilled
by our realistic environments, creative
puzzles, engaging staff and immersive
storylines,” said Steve Wilson, vice president of sales and marketing. “They love
the fact they are all stars in their own
adventure, yet must use brainpower and
teamwork to beat the clock.”
An escape room is an adventure
game that requires groups to solve
puzzles and riddles in a set time frame
to get out of the room they are locked in.
A visit to Escape Manor begins with
staff pulling students into a story. Once a
soundtrack starts and a door closes, that

is when the real adventure begins.
The whole experience is interactive
and requires students’ creativity to solve
the puzzles. Each room has a set time
limit for groups to figure out how to
unlock the room.
“Teams must work together using
logic, instinct and problem-solving as
they race to beat the clock and solve
their way to freedom,” Wilson said.
Escape Manor has 20 different
experiences/escape rooms in its locations throughout Ottawa. Rooms change
every 9–12 months to keep themes fresh
and new. Escape Manor also has locations in Toronto, Regina and Cornwall,
as well as in Brisbane, Australia. n
Escape Manor
613-695-1655
escapemanor.com/ottawa

Royal Alexandra Theatre

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE

NATURE
FEB 9–MAR 24, 2019

Princess of Wales Theatre

ENHANCE YOUR VISIT!
Educational Enrichment
Opportunities
Historical Theatre Tours
Workshops
Study Guides
Performance Opportunities
(For Choral Groups)
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
ADDED FEES MAY APPLY.

416.593.4142
1.800.724.6420
for a complete line-up of shows!
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NEED A PLACE TO STAY IN

UP CLOSE AND

PERSONAL
240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

OTTAWA?

ROOMS STARTING AT JUST
$37 A NIGHT!
613-520-5611 | meet@carleton.ca
conferenceservices.carleton.ca

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Photos: Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada

Sea creatures astonish students at
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
In the heart of downtown Toronto,
student groups experience an underwater world full of aquatic creatures.
“Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada is
an unforgettable learning destination
for students of all ages,” said Sandra
Woloschuk, sales manager at Ripley’s
Aquarium of Canada. “They love to get
up close and personal with our touch
exhibits that include stingrays, scarlet
cleaner shrimp, horseshoe crabs and
bamboo sharks, or soak in one of our
many daily live dive shows.”
The aquarium has the longest
underwater viewing tunnel in North
America, over 1.5 million gallons of
water and more than 100 interactive

displays, including four touch pools.
Ten galleries provide educational
experiences.
The Canadian Waters gallery covers
the freshwater creatures and wilderness
that can be found throughout Canada.
“Waters of the World” is a double exhibit in one tank, featuring a saltwater
tank within a freshwater tank. In this
exhibit, visitors see a combination of
tropical freshwater fish and tropical fish
from around the world.
Students also can experience daily
dive shows. The shows are interactive
and provide the chance to learn more
about the animals.
The aquarium offers a variety of

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

workshops and programs suited for different grade levels. Tank Talk Programs
are led by educators who discuss the
animals living in particular tanks.
Behind the Scenes Tours, designed
for students in grades 10–12, share the
systems that filter through millions of
gallons of water each day. Students learn
about caring for the animals and gallery
maintenance.
Motorcoach drop off and pick up
zones are available on the north side of
Bremner Boulevard. n
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
647-351-3474
ripleyaquariums.com/canada

Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov

25

GREAT LAKES

From left: Gulf of Mexico aquarium, National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, Dubuque, Iowa; “Backwater Marsh” exhibit, National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium,
Dubuque, Iowa, Photos: National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium

National Mississippi River Museum
& Aquarium inspires stewardship
The National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium incorporates science and history curriculum into every
student visit.
The Dubuque, Iowa, attraction
focuses on science, technology, engineering, math and history as it relates to
the Mississippi River, all aspects of the
Mississippi River watershed and their
connections to the world.
Many of the museum and aquarium’s
middle and high school programs focus
on environmental science, including
water quality, environmental impacts on
animal habitats and invasive species.
“The museum and aquarium is
unique in that it is a large, 14-acre campus and yet we are still able to highly
individualize each tour and program to
fit the needs of our schools and groups,”
said Melissa Wersinger, youth group

manager at National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium. “We feel the
guided tour experience and individualized programs are the best way we can
provide experiential learning opportunities and a truly interactive exchange
between students and museum and
aquarium educators.”
Wendy Scardino, director of marketing and communications, said the
museum and aquarium’s mission is to
inspire stewardship by creating educational experiences that bring history and
rivers alive.
“River of Innovation” is a new
permanent exhibit set to open next
year. Combining history, river culture
and science, the exhibit will encourage guests to explore their own power
to innovate. The exhibit will feature
a working belt-driven machine shop,

a section of interactive exhibits and a
maker space.
Student visits typically last two
to three hours. Four hours is ideal to
experience the entire campus. Plenty
of free public parking is available for
motorcoaches.
In addition to the on-site restaurant,
there are locations for students to eat
sack lunches.
Multiple individualized scientific and
historical education programs can be
incorporated into any visit based on the
group’s area of study. Guided and nonguided tour options are available. A 4D
film can be part of longer visits. n
National Mississippi River Museum &
Aquarium
563-557-9545
rivermuseum.com

2019 Season
12 plays from April
to December, featuring
Brigadoon and Cyrano
de Bergerac.

1.800.511.7429 | SHAWFEST.COM

Kyle Blair and Élodie Gillett (Me and My Girl, 2017).
Photo by Christopher Wahl.

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON | Tim Carroll, Artistic Director | Tim Jennings, Executive Director
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Montpelier
V e r m o n t

Situated along the Winooski River,
Montpelier has a French name that
means “green mountain.” Vermont is
covered in scenic greenery, lively culture
and a vibrant bustle.
“Vermont’s capital, Montpelier, is
perfect for student group visits,” said
Karen Ballard, program manager for
Vermont Tourism Network of Vermont
Chamber of Commerce. “Watch
government in action under the golden
dome of the Vermont State House. Learn
the process of, and the science behind,
making Vermont’s tastiest treat: maple

Photo: Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing
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syrup at Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks.
Take in a show at Lost Nation Theater in
the heart of town. Montpelier is a small,
walkable town suitable for free time.”
While the capital city may be small,
it offers the largest urban historic
district in Vermont with exquisite historic
buildings. The downtown is busy with
a variety of independently-owned book
and clothing stories, cafes and delis,
and a thriving arts community. And
students should take time to enjoy
the green mountain state’s many
recreational opportunities.

FUN FACTS
• Montpelier is the only U.S.
state capital that doesn’t have a
McDonald’s restaurant.
• Montpelier was named after
Montpellier, France, to recognize the
French assistance to the American
colonies during the Revolutionary
War.

Vermont State House

Vermont History Museum

The state house is one of the best
preserved and oldest state capitols
in in the United States; it has original
interiors and active House and Senate
chambers. The building also is home to
significant Vermont artwork. The building
can be experienced through self-guided
tours year-round or through a 30-minute
guided tour for walk-in guests from June
to October. Guided student tours can be
scheduled year-round.

Learn all about the beginnings of
Vermont at the history museum. The
“Freedom and Unity: One Ideal, Many
Stories” exhibit shares more than 400
years of state-inhabitant history. Explore
an Abenaki wigwam and examine the
impact of the railroad. Take a walk
through the National Life Gallery,
showcasing 3½ centuries via a 50-foot
mural, Salute to Vermont.

The Tower in
Hubbard Park
Just north of the Vermont State
House is the 194-acre Hubbard Park.
The park contains miles of hiking trails,
a sledding hill, two sheltered pavilions
and sporting fields. Walk to The Tower
and climb to the top for panoramic
views of Vermont’s capital and beyond.
Fruit and nut trees were planted at the
base of the tower to attract wildlife for
visitor viewing.

5 STOPS

Montpelier, Vermont
GO
Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks
800-242-2740
morsefarm.com
Rock of Ages Granite Quarry
802-476-3119
rockofages.com

Morse Farm Maple
Sugarworks

Rock of Ages
Granite Quarry

With more than 200 years and eight
generations of experience, Morse Farm
Maple Sugarworks is sure to teach
groups something new. Take a tour
to discover how it all began, watch a
video and hear live presentations at the
theater and sugarhouse. Tasty treats
are available for purchase, including
the popular sugar-on-snow and maple
creemees, as well as other Vermontspecialty foods.

Take a tour of one of the largest
granite quarries in the nation. A visit
includes a tour of the quarry itself,
as well as a self-guided tour of their
gigantic granite plant. Students can
observe as blocks of granite are
moved, cut, polished and engraved.
The visitors center is where groups
can watch a video about the quarrying
manufacturing process. Don’t forget to
grab a piece of granite to take home
from the granite scrap bin.

Stone Tower in Hubbard Park
montpelier-vt.org/238/Hubbard-Park
Vermont History Museum
802-828-2291
vermonthistory.org/visit/
vermont-history-museum
Vermont State House
802-828-2228
statehouse.vermont.gov

ASK
Travel Vermont
800-837-6668
vermontvacation.com
Vermont Tourism Network
vermonttourismnetwork.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Jonathan King, Vermont History Museum, Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce, Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks, Vermont Tourism Network
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Salem

Massachusetts

HISTORY
The Salem Witch
Museum shares the
emotional and dramatic
activities that surrounded
the Salem witch trials. Listen to the
main presentation (from actual trial
documents), and get a feel for the
dark time and the lies that surrounded
that point in American history. A
presentation provides an overview
of the events at the trials. An exhibit
guides students through the changing
interpretations of witches and the
phenomenon of witch hunting.

LITERATURE
Explore the 350-year-old
Turner Ingersoll Mansion at
the House of the Seven
Gables. Take a guided
group tour of the home that served as
the setting for The House of the Seven
Gables in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1851
novel. While visiting, be sure to see
the birthplace of Nathaniel Hawthorne.
Make a stop at the Salem Athenaeum
to learn more about the community
through a collection of books and
documents at the historic library. The
library offers educational programs.

ART
The Peabody Essex
Museum (PEM) is one
of the largest museums
in the nation and is home
to 1.8 million pieces of
art from around the New England
region and the world. Experience
art from the 1700s to today in the
form of sculptures, photos, paintings,
architecture and drawings. Collections
include African Art, Indian Art,
Architecture, Asian Export Art, Maritime
Art and History, and Oceanic Art.
Visit Salem
978-744-3663
salem.org
Top to bottom, left to right: Salem, Mass., Photo: iStock; Witch Dungeon Museum, Photo: Jared Charney; House of the Seven Gables, Photo: Destination Salem; Salem Witch Museum, Photo: Robert Deschene; Peabody Essex Museum, Photo: PEM/Kathy Tarantola
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Just saying ...
TOP 25 Aquarium in the U.S.
– TripAdvisor

BEST Family Attraction
in New England
– Yankee Magazine

BEST Family Travel Destination in CT
– Readers Digest

Easy on & off from I-95 in southwestern Connecticut.
Discounted group pricing includes a spectacular IMAX® movie.
A selection of excellent restaurants all an easy walk away. Convenient nearby bus parking.

MaritimeAquarium.org

10 North Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854 Exits 14n or 15s off I-95 in historic Norwalk CT
Reservation Code: Group Tour Mag

NEW ENGLAND

Discover unearthed treasures
at Whydah Pirate Museum
Students are captivated by the history
of The Whydah Gally ship and 300-yearold pirates in West Yarmouth, Massachusetts, at the Whydah Pirate Museum.
“Museum guests will learn about
The Whydah Gally and will see the actual artifacts recovered from the wreck

site,” said Brandon Clifford, director at
Whydah Pirate Museum.
Students journey through hundreds
of authentic pirate artifacts and look
through maps and reading material
spread throughout the museum. A History Curriculum and Education Guide
for grades K–12 is available for download on the museum’s website.
“The museum is home to hundreds
of authentic and priceless artifacts —
including chests of silver ‘pieces of eight,’
African Akan and Asante gold regalia,
gold escudos, cannons, flintlock pistols,
the ship's legendary caboose, and even
the skeletal remains of real pirates encapsulated within 300-year-old concreted time capsules,” Clifford said.
A visit to the museum can last from
60 to 90 minutes, depending on group
size and level of interest.
The Whydah was a former slave ship
that was taken over by pirates before
going down in a storm in 1717. It was
discovered in 1984 by Barry Clifford,
John F. Kennedy Jr. and a team. To date,

more than 200,000 artifacts have been
salvaged from the wreck.
“Visitors will also walk through a
life-sized replica of the ship and can
even watch professional archaeologists
uncover new finds in our active laboratory,” Clifford said. “To this day, the
Whydah collection remains the only
fully authenticated pirate treasure anywhere in the world.”
A museum favorite is the working laboratory. Not only does it give
students the opportunity to watch the
process of items being discovered, but it
gives them the chance to ask the archaeologists questions.
The museum is designed for selfguided visits, but guided tours are offered for groups. Discounted admission
is available for groups of 15 or more.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Whydah Pirate Museum
508-534-9571
discoverpirates.com

Exhibit, Whydah Pirate Museum, West Yarmouth, Mass., Photo: Whydah Pirate Museum

‣Minutes away from Plymouth
‣20 minute scenic train ride
through cranberry bogs and
marshlands
‣World famous chicken BBQ
‣Cranberry World museum
‣So much more to do: rides,
attractions, shopping!
For more info or to book your group contact Ann Stacey at
7 7 4 . 4 3 5 . 8 0 1 5 or by email: s a l e s @ e d a vil l e . co m
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Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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NEW ENGLAND

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum

We’ll Teach You A Lesson!
John Brown House Museum, Providence, R.I., Photos: John Brown House Museum

Get a sampling of the 18th century
at John Brown House Museum
Students walk the same steps as
historical figures like George Washington and Abigail Adams did at the John
Brown House Museum in Providence,
Rhode Island.
“We bring Rhode Island’s long and
fascinating history to life for students
at the John Brown House Museum,”
said Shawn Badgley, communications
manager for The Rhode Island Historical Society.
John Brown was a politician, patriot
and slave trader in the 18th century. The
home was built in 1788 for the Brown
family and was the first mansion built
in Providence. The family also is the
namesake of Brown University.
Museum topics include slavery, political issues and the role that Rhode Island
played in the history of the United States
and the American Revolution.
Student groups learn the history via a
docent-led guided tour or a self-guided
audio tour. Each tour lasts approximately 60 minutes.
“The Field Trip Free for All program

offers, at no cost, teacher-supervised
visits to the RIHS’s John Brown House
Museum and Mary Elizabeth Robinson
Research Center in Providence,” Badgley
said. “As well as the Museum of Work
& Culture in Woonsocket for students
from preschool through higher education, as well as for homeschool families
and educational organizations.”
There are a variety of add-on options
groups can choose to include with their
regular tour. Options include a walking
tour, Women’s History Walk and H.P.
Lovecraft Walk: A Literary Life. Walking
tours are seasonal and run between May
and October, with all tours departing
from the John Brown House Museum.
A motorcoach drop-off zone is
available on Power Street. Free museum
parking is available on Charlesfield
Street. n
John Brown House Museum
401-331-8575, ext. 362
rihs.org/museums/john-brown-house

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

19 1/2 Washington Square North
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Translated into French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Japanese,
Cantonese & Mandarin

978.744.1692

salemwitchmuseum.com
Open Year Round i

Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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All aboard at
Seashore Trolley Museum
The

Blending comfort
& convenience
with affordability!
Within walking distance of many of
American’s most esteemed colleges
and universities, The Midtown is
located in Boston’s historic
Back Bay and features:

• Spacious guest rooms
• On-site garage parking
• Complimentary
wireless internet

Students can make a connection with
the past while visiting the oldest and
largest museum of mass transit in the
country — Seashore Trolley Museum in
Kennebunkport, Maine.
“New England Electric Railway
Historical Society (Seashore Trolley
Museum) shares powerful connections
between the past and present,” said Sally
Bates, executive director of the museum.
“We preserve knowledge, context and
resources for future generations by collecting, restoring, operating and exhibiting significant public transit vehicles
and artifacts.”
Experienced docents guide student
groups through an exhibit on public
transportation in Maine. Groups then
take a narrated ride on an antique, 20thcentury streetcar.
Museum exhibits are spread out be-

tween display barns, the visitors center
and vehicles. The museum also has an
extensive collection of vehicles from
around the country, as well as Canada,
for students to view.
“The highlight of nearly everyone’s
visit is the opportunity to ride on our
private railroad in antique electric
railway vehicles,” Bates said. “Students
have a lot of questions, and our volunteer operating crews are thrilled to host
students and share their knowledge.”
The Seashore Trolley Museum is
open May–October. Groups can easily
spend 1½ to two hours at the museum
depending on level of interest. Motorcoach parking is available. n
Seashore Trolley Museum
207-967-2800
trolleymuseum.org

• Outdoor, courtyardenclosed swimming pool
Make your stay in Boston convenient,
and affordable! For our guaranteed
lowest available rate visit our website,
where you’ll find great savings and
packages throughout the year!

220 Huntington Ave,
Boston, MA 02115
617-262-1000

www.midtownhotel.com
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Seashore Trolley Museum, Kennebunkport, Maine, Photo: Seashore Trolley Museum

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

NEW ENGLAND

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

Examine history and design
at Shelburne Museum
There is a reason why Shelburne Museum welcomes thousands of students
every year. An unparalleled experience,
groups can view American design, art,
industry and history all under one roof.
Located in Vermont’s Champlain
Valley, the museum offers historic
buildings, galleries and a landscape
with 20 gardens on over 45 acres. More
than 100,000 items are on display in the
campus’ 39 buildings. The museum is
designed to give visitors the opportunity
to explore and discover.
Items on display are everyday objects
from history that are beautiful, whimsical and fascinating. Consistently changing exhibits display unconventional
objects and images. The museum also
includes world-renowned art collections
that span four centuries of Americana.
Whether a group seeks a self-guided

or guided experience, staff can customize a tour to match students’ interests.
Shelburne Museum offers guided workshops and custom-designed programs to
give students a rich experience. Group
visits typically last three hours.
Gallery workshops provide students
the chance to discuss and participate
in hands-on, art-based activities. All
programs are designed to nurture art
appreciation, and to encourage close
looking and critical thinking.
Group rates are available with
advance reservations, and motorcoach
parking is available. The museum’s Local Food Court offers lunch and snack
items. n
Shelburne Museum
802-985-3346 x3392
shelburnemuseum.org

Special
Rates for
Student
Groups!
A NATIONAL
HISTORIC
ENGINEERING
LANDMARK

an AMAZING ADVENTURE
to the top of NEW ENGLAND’S

HIGHEST PEAK!

EPIC

• 3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly
“Must
Do”
Anor historic steam
biodiesel
trains.
New
England
• Courier’s Favorite Scenic Railroad
• The
FreeHIGHEST
admissionPEAK
to the
inNEW
the Northeast
Observatory Museum at the summit

ADVENTURE

ONLY cog railway east of the Rockies
The WORLD’S FIRSTmountain-climbing
NEW!
Railway STEM
museum
base
COG RAILWAY
and the
ONLYatONE
east ofSales
the Rockies!
Contact Group
at 603-278-2259
OR
groupsales@thecog.com
Group Sales 603-278-5550

OPENAPRIL4/26/141/1/15
• thecog.com
OPEN
NOV
• thecog.com
Base
Rd, Washington,
Marshfield Station,
NH
BaseStation
Rd, Mount
NH
mi.from
fromRt.
Rt.302
302
Bretton
Woods)
(6(6mi.
&&
Bretton
Woods)

2018–2019 season
andris nelsons
music director

O C T O B E R 1 1 – M AY 4
bso.org

December 6–31
bostonpops.org

2018
keith lockhart conductor

SEASON SPONSOR

For group reservations, call 800-933-4255 or email groupsales@bso.org
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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5

Stops

Washington, D.C.
When visiting the nation’s capital,
students feel part of something larger
than themselves. Surrounded by
monuments, historic documents and
artifacts, memorials, museums and
cultural hotspots, students get the true
American experience in Washington, D.C.
Students can walk the hallways
of the Capitol, pay their respects at
Arlington National Cemetery, witness
world-class exhibits at Smithsonian
museums and take tours that highlight
the best of the District.
“Washington, D.C. is proud to be
one of the top destinations for student
Photo: washington.org
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groups year after year,” said Theresa
Belpulsi, vice president of tourism and
visitor services at Destination DC. “We
are even more excited this year to share
some new, interactive experiences
with future groups. They will have the
opportunity to explore our fabulous
city differently through new, interactive
exhibits at 17 free-to-enter Smithsonian
museums, unique food tours allowing
them to taste their way through our
vibrant neighborhoods and adventurous
bike tours to traverse the National Mall.
There is no doubt their experience will
be one that is unique and memorable.”

FUN FACTS
• The White House has a total of
35 bathrooms.
• When the Washington Monument
opened in 1884, it was the tallest
structure in the world until the Eiffel
Tower in Paris took the title in 1889.

The Capital Wheel at
National Harbor
Rising from the banks of the
Potomac River in Prince George’s
County, Maryland, National Harbor is
a 350-acre, mixed-used development
that includes The Capital Wheel. The
180-foot-tall observation wheel includes
42 gondolas with a total capacity of 332
people. While on board, students can view
sights including the National Cathedral,
Washington Monument and Masonic
Temple. Student groups can use The
Capital Wheel to study concepts in math,
engineering and geography.

Newseum
At the Newseum, students learn the
story of news, the role of a free press in
major historical events and how the core
freedoms of the First Amendment apply
to their lives. The museum features seven
levels with 15 galleries, 15 theaters and
dozens of interactive displays. Classes
in the Learning Center include topics
like the civil rights movement, the First
Amendment, covering a catastrophe and
media ethics. Classes for larger groups
are available in the Documentary Theater.

Shakespeare Theatre
Company

Shakespeare Theatre Company
produces works written by Shakespeare,
his contemporaries and playwrights he
influenced. Students can participate in
the SHAKESPEARIENCE Student Matinee
Program at one of the company’s two
theaters: Sidney Harman Hall and the
Lansburgh Theatre. The program includes
reduced ticket prices; a pre-show, an inclassroom workshop, a curriculum guide,
a post-show talkback, a professional
development workshop and free tickets to
a teacher preview.

5 STOPS
Washington, D.C.
GO
The Capital Wheel
301-857-0147
thecapitalwheel.com/school-groups

National Air and
Space Museum
National Air and Space Museum’s
Washington, D.C. location has
thousands of objects on display,
including the 1903 Wright Flyer, Charles
Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis and a
lunar rock that students can touch.
Student field trips can include themed
tours, like the Exploring Space tour;
demonstrations, like Space Station
Sensation; and astronomy lessons in
the observatory. The Albert Einstein
Planetarium and Lockheed Martin
IMAX® Theater also welcome students.

National Portrait Gallery
Themed tours and programs at
National Portrait Gallery bring students
in contact with the men and women who
have shaped the nation. The gallery’s
collection includes cover art from Time
magazine, the nation’s only complete
collection of presidential portraits
outside the White House and portraits of
the nation’s first ladies. National Portrait
Gallery is located in the Donald W.
Reynolds Center for American Art and
Portraiture building, which also houses
the Smithsonian American Art Museum.

National Air and Space Museum
202-633-2563
airandspace.si.edu
National Portrait Gallery
202-633-8500
npg.si.edu
Newseum
202-292-6650
newseum.org
Shakespeare Theatre Company
202-547-5688
shakespearetheatre.org

ASK
Destination DC
202-789-7088
washington.org

Top to bottom, left to right: National Harbor, Maria Bryk/Newseum, Scott Suchman, Dane Penland/Smithsonian, Timothy Hursley
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania

SCIENCE
With four floors of
interactive exhibits,
Carnegie Science
Center offers a wide
range of hands-on activities that
reinforce classroom lessons. Students
can experience physical science in
Highmark SportsWorks®, explore the
human body in BodyWorks, learn about
river ecosystems in H2Oh! and dive into
history on the USS Requin submarine.
Three demonstration theaters offer live
programs on a variety of topics.

ART
Located 35 miles
east of Pittsburgh in
Greensburg, the newly
renovated Westmoreland
Museum of American Art is home to
a preeminent collection of American
paintings, sculpture and early 19thcentury furniture. The museum’s Center
for Creative Connections includes
interactive activities to help visitors
connect with the artwork. Docentled tours take students through the
museum’s collection and can be tailored
for different grade levels and interests.

HISTORY
Field trips through
Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation
showcase the architecture
and history of downtown Pittsburgh
and local neighborhoods. During
CMU On Tour: Art, Architecture and
Green-Building Design, students see
how sculpture, art, landscape design,
architectural landmarks and intelligent
workplaces come together to create an
exciting urban campus.
VisitPITTSBURGH
412-325-0295
visitpittsburgh.com

Top to bottom: Pittsburgh, Pa., Photo: Dave DiCello; School program, Westmoreland Museum of America Art, Photo: Westmoreland Museum of America Art;
North Side Trail, Photo: JP Diroll
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MID-ATLANTIC

Toby’s Dinner Theatre presents
the magic of live performance
with both evening and matinee performances. Upcoming shows include The
Little Mermaid, Nov. 9, 2018–Jan. 13,
2019, and Gypsy, Jan. 17–March 17, 2019.
Toby’s Youth Theatre series, produced by Theatrical Arts Production,
offers curricular connections. The shows

provide a common core specific study
guide for each student with pre- and
post- lessons, plus extension activities. n
Toby’s Dinner Theatre
410-730-8311
tobysdinnertheatre.com

John Tlumacki/The Boston Globe

Watch as dinner servers transform into
glamorous, talented performers on stage.
Toby’s Dinner Theatre offers award-winning Broadway and original musicals with
an exceptional buffet-style dinner in the
heart of Columbia, Maryland.
The theater offers eight shows weekly

WASHINGTON
H H H D.C. H H H

Now Open
Explore headline-making FBI
cases and learn how the bureau is
fighting terrorism and cybercrime.

NEWSEUM.ORG
555 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C.

Enjoy A

DISCO PARTY
410-730-8311

TobysDinnerTheatre.com

while visiting
Washington DC

Nov. 8 - Jan. 13, 2019

Convenient to Washington, DC & Baltimore

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change. • Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

W W!
TAKE A SPIN ON

THE CAPITAL WHEEL!

Book NOW at Magill’s for a
2-hour high energy, exclusive
Disco Dance
with DJ & Full Dinner

SPECIAL STUDENT TRAVEL PRICING!
As low as $10 per student, plus – for every 10
students, 1 adult rides FREE!

Contact Mike Sensenig to make a group reservation
msensenig@iconattractions.com or (301) 857-0147

TheCapitalWheel.com

 15 minutes from downtown Washington DC

www.magillsdc.com
703 750-3344

7201 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22003

Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Take a historical ride
on Strasburg Rail Road
Ride the rails aboard a real working railroad at Strasburg Rail Road in
Ronks, Pennsylvania.
“We offer a narrated tour as our
groups travel down the track,” said
Steve Barrall, station manager for
Strasburg Rail Road. “Passengers learn
about the history of our short-line, the
cultural roots of Amish Country, as
well as interesting facts about sights
along the tracks.”
The narrated tour takes student
groups on a 45-minute ride through
the farmland of Lancaster County,
from Ronks to Paradise and back. Ride
through the backyards and farms of the
Amish people that call the county home.
“The Strasburg Rail Road caters to
students,” Barrall said. “Kids are always in
awe of the workings of a steam train, and

the ability to watch the wheels turn as the
rods and pistons move back and forth.
Watching the steam engine chug her way
into the station is another big hit.”
If groups want to go more in depth,
they can take the behind-the-scenes
tour. This tour exposes groups to the
shop where steam engines are refurbished and built.
And the Iron Horse & Amish
Farm Tour, introduced this year, gives
students the opportunity to ride the
Strasburg Rail Road and see an authentic Amish dairy farm.
Strasburg Rail Road offers free motorcoach parking. n
Strasburg Rail Road
866-725-9666
strasburgrailroad.com

One of the Top Ten
Science Centers in the U.S.
– Parent’s Magazine

Three floors of hands-on exhibits,
live science, digital planetarium
and IMAX films all under one roof.

Maryland Science Center
601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929
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Hands-on educational programs at the Catoctin Wildlife
Preserve and Zoo, savor historic group dining in charming
Downtown Frederick and follow in history’s footsteps at the
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.
VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Dive into National Geographic
Encounter: Ocean Odyssey
National Geographic Encounter:
Ocean Odyssey is the first entertainment experience developed by National
Geographic. The cutting-edge presentation transports visitors from the heart
of Times Square in New York City to an
undersea journey from the South Pacific
to the California coast.
Hundreds of underwater sounds
were used to create a state-of-the-art
ocean soundscape that uses 230 loudspeakers and 180 independent sound
channels.
Trained docents lead student groups
on an “underwater” dive to come
face-to-face with life-size, photo-real
versions of some of the largest and
most interesting creatures of the sea.
The visual effects team behind Game of
Thrones were contracted to create the
immersive environment. The photo-

realistic animation provides digital
access to rarely witnessed moments in
nature, including close encounters with
a 50-foot humpback whale and a bait
ball feeding frenzy.
There are digital sharks that measure up to 20 feet; playful sea lions; and
a pair of battling Humboldt squids,
which could have as many as 40,000
teeth each.
“National Geographic Encounter
applies cutting-edge technology to our
legacy of transformative storytelling,”
said Declan Moore, chief executive
officer at National Geographic Partners. “Fueled by the excellence of our
photographers and explorers, and the
extraordinary array of talent assembled
behind the creation of this experience,
we know we will inspire and entertain
our guests surrounded by the wonder of

our oceans. This experience exemplifies
our commitment to entertainment with
a purpose.”
Once students “resurface” to land,
they can track their trip, listen to recordings from ocean explorers and marine
biologists, perhaps pledge to take action
to make a difference in ocean conservation, and share it all on a live social feed.
National Geographic Encounter is
a timed-ticketed, walk-through experience that lasts approximately 90 minutes. Tour reservations are recommended. A lunch room that seats 100-plus is
available for lunches, including a catered
box lunch. n
National Geographic Encounter:
Ocean Odyssey
646-308-1337
natgeoencounter.com

THE BEST CLASSROOM

HAS SAND ON THE FLOOR AND AN OCEAN VIEW.

More culture. More nature. More education.
Experience more in Ocean City, MD.
•
•
•
•

Within driving distance or tour route from Baltimore, D.C., and Philadelphia
Close to Harriet Tubman Visitor Center and Ward Museum
Performance venue opportunities
Award-wining beach and boardwalk for the fun part of your trip

BOOK YOUR TRIP NOW!

EDUCATION

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Call Norma Dobrowolski
CVB Destination Sales & Marketing Manager | 800.626.2326

ococean.com/group-travel
OCO-2018-23963 Student_Group_Tour_7.25x4.75.indd 1
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

ENTERTAINMENT

6/15/18 3:23 PM
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Go on a secret mission at Spyscape
Students discover their inner spies
while immersing in secret intelligence at
Spyscape in New York City.
All visitors to Spyscape receive a
personalized experience. When entering
the building, students are given bands
using RFID technology that are unique
to each individual.

Once students are wearing their
RFID bands, they head into the briefing
room for a spy profile. From there, spy
profiles are analyzed in debrief and students learn which of the spy roles they
are best suited for.
The self-guided experience takes
students on a journey through the

#NYWATERTAXI

New York’s Favorite
Hop On, Hop Off
Sightseeing Cruise
Midtown,
Downtown,
South St. Seaport
& Brooklyn

contemporary museum’s galleries, where
they’ll hear spy stories and see spy gadgets. Spyscape is organized into different
galleries, which include Encryption, Deception, Surveillance, Hacking, CyberWarfare, Special Ops and Intelligence.
The interactive experience offers
several experiential challenges. Students
learn how to use ciphers to send and
receive coded messages, discover the art
and science of lying and spotting lies,
and test their powers of observation.
In the Special Ops Challenge, students
make split-second decisions and test
their agility in a laser maze.
A group visit to Spyscape lasts two
hours. After the visit, spy profiles are
emailed to each student. n
Spyscape
212-549-1941
spyscape.com

GRAND CENTRAL

OFFICIAL TOUR

GRAND CENTRAL
oFFicial
TERMINAL
audio tour oF
AUDIO
LIVE
grandand
central
terminal
TOURS
PromoTravel
Code: gtm2017
Tour and
Rates
NEW! Mention
For group rates and
GCT
TOURS
more
inFormation:
212 464gct@orpheo.us
8255

Info: Myron.Baer@Orpheo.us

GCT Audio Tour-GTM Ad 6.17.indd 1

Contact us to book your next tour or charter!
nywatertaxi.com | 212.742.1969
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There are so many fun, educational destinations to visit with
your group of 10 or more in New York and Connecticut. With big
discounts and safe, traffic-free rides to over 120 stations, MetroNorth Railroad is the easiest way to get your group there.
To plan your next trip and save, call 511 or click “Group Travel”
at mta.info/mnr.

© 2018 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

2816-PH

MID-ATLANTIC

Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: Eastern State Penitentiary

Examine history at Eastern State Penitentiary
HARRISBURG EAST
815 S. EISENHOWER BLVD
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, FITNESS CENTER, BUSINESS CENTER & INDOOR POOL

ONLY!
A short drive from

Lancaster & Hershey
COMPLIMENTARY
Motor Coach Cleaning
COMPLIMENTARY
Welcome Reception
Private Group Dining
Options Available
Contact Lindsay Peters
to book your group!
all routes lead to us!

Reserve Now!

717-939-1600
HOLIDAYINN.COM/HARRISBURGE
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Students can experience history,
tales and beautiful architecture at Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
“Visitors are fascinated hearing the
stories of the inmates and guards who
once called Eastern State home,” said
Francine Schiffman, senior specialist of
group sales and guest support at Eastern
State Penitentiary. “They enjoy walking down the long, crumbing cellblocks
and looking at the deterioration of the
building after it sat abandoned for 20
years. Visitors learn about the past and
make connections between the history
of Eastern State and prisons today.”
The facility opened in 1829 and
was known for its strict discipline on
prisoners. It was in operation until
1971 and housed notorious criminals,
including the likes of Slick Willie Sutton and Al Capone. At one point, it was
the most famous and expensive prison
in the world.
A student group visit includes a
60-minute guided tour, but it is recommended to plan for an additional
30–60 minutes to check out other

exhibits. If groups have that extra time,
they can visit the newly restored hospital
wing, view artist installations or see
the “Prisons Today: Questions in the
Age of Mass Incarceration” exhibit. The
penitentiary can tailor a visit to match
the group’s grade level.
“Make sure to keep your eyes open
for hidden secrets throughout the building,” Schiffman said. “For example, in
the operating room there is a huge tree
root growing in between the walls. Or,
if you look up at the wood rafters at the
joining of cellblocks eight and nine,
you'll see a date written in chalk, noting
when construction started on this expansion. You may even find an artifact.
Someone recently came across a historic
nametag from Eastern State’s days as an
operational prison.”
Staff appreciate when reservations
are made at least three weeks in advance,
but they can usually accommodate lastminute requests. n
Eastern State Penitentiary
215-236-3300
easternstate.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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More Than A Trip,
It's a Transformation
History comes alive for students
when they not only visit, but
experience the rich heritage of
Philadelphia. Visitors can see, touch,
hear, and walk the places that were
home to the founders of our nation,
like Elfreth's Alley, the oldest
continously occupied residential
street in the United States.

Explore the possibilities at
discoverphl.com/groups
Elfreth's Alley

Rising Up in Revolutionary Philadelphia
An interactive experience that invites students
to explore the life of Alexander Hamilton
right here in the Delaware Valley!
OCTOBER 29, 2018 MARCH 17, 2019
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME
TO BOOK YOUR GROUP VISIT
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK YOUR STUDENT GROUP:

G RO UPS @AMRE VMUS E UM.O R G
3RD & CHESTNUT STREETS, PHIL ADELPHIA

CONTACT DIANE MEGLINO AT
Diane@PhillyFromTheTop.com
or 215-845-4160.
PhillyFromTheTop.com

For Customized Itinerary Planning, contact:
Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312 or jim@discoverPHL.com

MID-ATLANTIC

Brandywine Zoo, Wilmington, Del., Photos: Brandywine Zoo

Brandywine Zoo connects
students to wildlife conservation
Great things come in small packages
at the Brandywine Zoo in Wilmington, Delaware. The 12-acre urban zoo
features animals from the tropical and
temperate areas of North and South
America, Asia and Africa. Located along
the Brandywine River in historic Brandywine Park, the zoo welcomes student
groups to learn and explore.
“Brandywine Zoo offers an intimate
setting where students can get up-close
with our animals,” said Jacque Williamson, curator of education. “Our programs
for middle and high schoolers additionally hit multi-disciplinary curriculum.
For example, our STEM Animal Behavior program teaches students research
methods by learning the principles of
studying animal behavior. This program

incorporates math, science and languagearts learning standards.”
School programs at the zoo take place
in an on-site classroom and range in duration from 45 minutes to an hour. Zoo
visits occur during or after the programs.
“The STEM program starts with the
classroom lesson, then sends students
into the zoo to conduct their own behavior sampling at our animal exhibits,”
Williamson said. “Our ‘Day in the Life
of a Zookeeper’ program is a career-focused program and involves going in the
zoo to meet keepers, watch them work
with some of the animals and sometimes
visit behind-the-scenes areas, like our
commissary.”
Student group visits to the zoo typically last 1½ to two hours. Guided tours

of the zoo are available as well.
“Brandywine Zoo is a small, urban
zoo,” Williamson said. “We are not as
busy as the Philadelphia Zoo or Maryland Zoo, so students are less likely to
get lost, get distracted by large crowds
and more easily access viewing areas for
our animals. We also provide great staff
relations and our staff are easily accessible for questions.”
With advance notice, groups can book
the zoo’s concession stand, which offers
light fare, like hot dogs and single-serve
pizza. A motorcoach parking lot is located along the river. n
Brandywine Zoo
302-571-7850, ext. 209
brandywinezoo.org

Bring Your Student Group Aboard.
N AUTICUS
Featuring the
Battleship Wisconsin
Explore the nautical, naval & natural wonders
of our waters. To book your group, call
(757) 664-1034 and refer to code SGT.
nauticus.org| (757) 664-1000
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YOU WANT
TO SHOW THEM
AMERICA.

START AT THE
BEGINNING.

Williamsburg, VA
was ranked in the
Top 10 Student Travel
Destinations by SYTA

The past comes alive at the world’s largest living history museum, Colonial
Williamsburg. Travel back in time with your students to the 18th century,
and experience the dawn of America. Learn how things were made, discover
what the culture was all about and feel the passion of the people who turned
a colony into a country.
SPECIAL SAVINGS FOR GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE.

• TAKE TIME TO GO BACK •

© 2018 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

To begin planning your journey
to the past, call 1-800-228-8878,
groupsales@cwf.org, or
colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

TIS-4/17 12821738

MID-ATLANTIC

Goggleworks Center for the Arts fosters creativity
As one of the largest comprehensive
arts centers of its kind, Goggleworks
Center for the Arts exposes student
groups to a variety of mediums in a
historic building in downtown Reading, Pennsylvania.
The five-story, 145,000-square-foot
community arts center is located in the

BOOK YOUR
GROUP NOW
& SAVE

SINGLE-DAY TICKET

47*

$

per
person

(Save $43)

former Willson Goggle Factory, which
opened in 1871 as the first factory in
the United States to manufacture optical lenses. Willson Goggle Works was
in operation for 130 years. After an
extensive renovation, the abandoned
factory reopened in 2005 as Goggleworks Center for the Arts.
GoggleWorks features seven large
teaching studios in ceramics, hot and
warm glass, jewelry, photography,
printmaking and wood; 35 juried artists’ studios; and exhibition galleries.
“A visit to GoggleWorks is great for
middle and high school students to
see and experience what can be done
with an arts-related degree — selfsupporting artist, teaching, administration, gallery management — as well as
expose them to a variety of mediums
and functioning communal teaching/
working studios,” said Nova Harris,
marketing director at Goggleworks
Center for the Arts. “Seeing so many
artists’ work can also validate their own
ideas of what art is.”
Guided student group tours of the
campus last approximately 90 minutes.
“The experience includes our
current exhibitions in the Cohen and

Schmidt galleries; a stop in our permanent exhibition, ‘Willson History
Project,’ which provides an industrial
history of Reading and our building;
several of our communal teaching
studios; and the opportunity to meet/
see our resident studio artists in action,” Harris said. “Finally, they can
see artists in action in our hot glass
studio during a live demonstration.
For an additional fee, tours can include hands-on workshops in a variety
of mediums.”
Goggleworks can accommodate up
to 125 students at a time, with guided
tour capacity capped at 50 students.
Multiple tours can be scheduled at the
same time. Hot glass demonstrations
can accommodate 80 students at a time.
Workshop capacity is dependent on
the medium; large groups are split into
multiple workshops.
Large rooms are available for lunch,
snacks and break-out activities. Groups
should call ahead to ensure motorcoach
parking is available. n
Goggleworks Center for the Arts
610-374-4600, ext. 148
goggleworks.org

Get ready for an
unforgettable trip in 2018
with thrilling rides,
shows, animal encounters
and educational programs
for all ages.

FOR BOOKING,
CALL 757-253-3404 OR VISIT
BUSCHGARDENS.COM/BGWGROUP
*Savings based on $90 front gate admission. Offer valid for student groups of
15 or more. Please book 30 days prior to visit. Offer valid on regularly scheduled
operating days March 24 – Oct. 28th, 2018. Additional savings available with a
meal. Prices, products and park schedule are subject to change. Please verify
park schedule prior to booking. ©2018 SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment, Inc. All
rights reserved.
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Studio artist Chris Callahan, Goggleworks Center for the Arts, Reading, Pa., Photo: Chris Kendig Photography

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

A R LI NG TO N
VIRGINIA

American Treasures. Memorable Moments.
Whether you’re gathering for a student tour, family reunion, or any other group visit to the nation’s
capital, Arlington welcomes you with open arms! Step outside your hotel and discover our unique mix of
history, culture and fun! Arlington’s vibrant neighborhoods are home to national treasures like Arlington
National Cemetery, world-class shopping, diverse dining and more. To plan your adventure in Arlington and
Washington, D.C., visit stayarlington.com or call (800) 296-7996.
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SOUTHEASTERN

Stops

Bowling Green
K e n t u c k y

Geared for fun, Bowling Green is
filled with surprises and interactive
educational opportunities for students.
Caves, Corvettes and cones — ice
cream cones, that is — are just some
of the components that make Bowling
Green a unique travel opportunity.
As Kentucky’s third-largest city,
Bowling Green is filled with rich culture
and heritage, where students can learn
about manufacturing, engineering and
agriculture — all on the same trip.
When it comes to adventure, Bowling
Green doesn’t fall short. Students can
take on the National Corvette Museum’s
Photo: Bowling Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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racing simulator, where they can get
behind the wheel of an actual Corvette
and pick a digital course to race on.
“Whether you want to learn about
some of the fastest cars on the market
or slow down a little at a family farm,
Bowling Green offers a wide variety of
opportunities for students of all ages,”
said Beth Noffsinger, public relations
manager of the Bowling Green Area
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “In
Bowling Green, we like to say that we’re
geared for fun, but we are truly geared
for learning as well — fun, hands-on
educational experiences.”

FUN FACTS
• Duncan Hines, of cake mix fame,
was a real man. Born in Bowling
Green, he became famous for his
travel guides and eventually lent his
name to a variety of products.
• Bowling Green is the only place
in the entire world where Chevrolet
Corvettes are made.

National Corvette
Museum
Dedicated to “America’s Sports
Car,” the 115,000-square-foot National
Corvette Museum features more than
70 Corvettes, most of which are on loan
by private donors. These include mint
classics, prototypes, rare finds and racing
champions. Learn about the history of
this car and how it’s built. Groups can
tour the interactive “Corvette Cave-In”
exhibit, which chronicles the sinkhole that
opened beneath the museum’s Skydome,
swallowing eight Corvettes.

Lost River Cave

Kentucky Museum

Students can take the only cave boat
tour in Kentucky at Lost River Cave and
learn about the Native Americans, early
European settlers and Civil War troops
that were known to visit. Hear the stories
of Jesse James and his mark on the cave.
Though the river ride is at the heart of a
visit, Lost River Cave features more than
60 above-ground acres of trails and a zip
line.

Tucked away on Western Kentucky
University’s campus is the Kentucky
Museum, which is dedicated to the
history of southern Kentucky and housed
in the historic Kentucky Building. The
museum’s permanent exhibits include
“Recommended by Duncan Hines,” which
details the life and work of the Bowling
Green native and original foodie, and “A
Star in Each Flag: Conflict in Kentucky,”
an interactive exhibit exploring the Civil
War.

5 STOPS

Bowling Green, Kentucky
GO
Chaney’s Dairy Barn
270-843-5567
chaneysdairybarn.com

Mammoth Cave
National Park
Travel just 30 minutes north of
Bowling Green, and students can tour
the longest-known cave system in the
world — Mammoth Cave. The National
Park Service offers a variety of tours.
See 350-million-year-old rocks, as
well as animals that have adapted
to life in the dark as they explore the
passageways. Mammoth Cave is the
second-oldest tourist attraction in
America.

Chaney’s Dairy Barn
The Chaney family has operated a
dairy farm in Bowling Green since the
late 1800s, and its farm is the perfect
place to learn about agriculture — and
ice cream. In 2003, the family expanded
its operation into ice cream production,
as well as milk sales. Students can take
a tour and see the farm’s state-of-theart robotic milker. After learning about
operations, groups can try Chaney’s ice
cream, which is made on the farm.

Kentucky Museum
270-745-2592
wku.edu/kentuckymuseum
Lost River Cave
270-393-0077
lostrivercave.org
Mammoth Cave National Park
270-758-2180
nps.gov/maca
National Corvette Museum
270-781-7973
corvettemuseum.org

ASK
Bowling Green Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
270-782-0800
visitbgky.com

Photos: Bowling Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

Birmingham
Alabama

HISTORY
Students can relive the
past at the Vulcan Park &
Museum, which holds the
world’s largest cast-iron
statue. The Vulcan statue is considered
one of the most memorable works of
civic art in the United States, and is the
symbol of Birmingham, as it reflects the
city’s roots in the iron and steel industry.
The 56-foot-tall statue depicts the
Roman god Vulcan, god of fire and the
forge. Add-ons, classroom resources,
enrichment activities and outreach
programs enhance the experience.

BOTANY
The Birmingham
Botanical Gardens is
spread over 65 acres,
revealing 24 distinct
gardens with plenty of hands-on learning
opportunities. Connect with nature
through life-science concepts taught in
the classroom. Groups have the chance
to create their own slides from leaves to
investigate the world of plants. On the
Big Tree Trail, students identify a variety
of trees in the gardens, and in the
conservatory, they explore plants and
their adaptations.

ART
The Birmingham
Museum of Art hosts
visiting exhibitions and
holds the world’s largest
museum display of Wedgwood, as well
as collections of Asian, African, French
decorative and Alabama folk art. The
museum houses more than 27,000
works, and offers lively, hands-on art
lessons for students, as well as both
docent-led and self-guided tours.
Greater Birmingham Convention
& Visitors Bureau
205-458-8000
birminghamal.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Regions Field, Photo: Greater Birmingham CVB; Birmingham Museum of Art, Photo: Greater Birmingham CVB; Vulcan Park & Museum, Photo: Greater
Birmingham CVB; Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Photo: Friends of the Birmingham Botanical Gardens
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THERE’S A FINE LINE
BETWEEN SINGING OUR
PRAISES AND SCREAMING
OUR PRAISES.
From exhilarating zip line tours to hands-on history lessons, Red Mountain Park
is proof that you can have fun and learn something at the same time. In fact,
we’ve got lots of undiscovered, authentic educational opportunities that will not
only spark insightful, intelligent conversation, but have you screaming for more.
Right here in Birmingham.
inbirmingham.com | # INB irmingham | 800 - 458 - 8085

SOUTHEAST

Universal Orlando program inspires
future marketing professionals
A new educational program at Universal Orlando Resort in Florida shares
forthcoming knowledge with the next
generation of marketing professionals.
“Marketing is Universal: Keeping the
Guest at Heart,” was developed in partnership with DECA, a leading organization for career preparation.
The program underlines a longstanding partnership between the two
organizations and a shared mission of
providing valuable, professional insights
through one-of-a-kind experiences.
“We’ll show examples of campaigns
and explain why those campaigns were
really successful,” said Teresa Crews,
Universal Orlando Resort’s senior manager of program development.
Universal Orlando Resort has created
dynamic marketing campaigns for hundreds of new guest experiences, includ-

ing immersive theme parks, thrilling
attractions and events.
Although not all schools have marketing classes, Crews said, “we’re finding
there are a lot of business classes, entrepreneurship classes and digital arts classes”
that are interested in the program.
“For example, a student government
group would focus on understanding
what the students in the school want
from the organization and how they can
deliver those messages in the school,”
Crews said. “All student groups define
and identify a problem in a specific area
at their school. The goal is that at the
end of this program, after they leave our
park, they have created something on
their own they can implement.”
Student groups that participate in
“Marketing is Universal: Keeping the
Guest at Heart” will learn insights from

g
EST. 1817

the brilliant minds behind the campaigns, followed by the chance to experience the attractions marketers helped
bring to life.
Universal Orlando Resort Youth Programs also offers several other education
programs focused on different subject
areas. For example, Your Classroom
in Motion: A STEAM App Series is
comprised of independent application programs created to help students
deepen their understanding of how science, technology, engineering, the arts
and mathematics are integrated in rides
and attractions. n
Universal Orlando Resort
Youth Programs
youthgroupsales@universalorlando.com
universalorlandoyouth.com

SHAKE HANDS
WITH A HERO

Star of the Wes te rn F rontie r
Relive the history that inspired
True Grit. Explore the Ozarks by
Train. Discover world-renowned
urban contemporary street art
and so much more in Fort Smith.

Explore more and buy tickets
at KennedySpaceCenter.com
or call 855.410.4897

TOURFORTSMITH.COM
Contact: Carolyn Joyce
(800) 637-1477
Tourism@FortSmith.org
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OUR UNIVERSE IS YOUR

In Universal’s Islands of Adventure™

Students will explore their passions beyond the classroom with standards-based
experiential education programs and performance opportunities.
STARS PERFORMANCE
PROGRAM

UNIVERSAL STUDIES
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Students can refine their
showmanship skills and get a taste
of the spotlight with performance
opportunities, marching experiences
and music-based workshops in the
same theme park setting where
professionals entertain thousands
of guests every day.

Career-focused and hands-on, our
collaborative programs take national
education standards in new directions.
Your students will learn real-world
lessons that last a lifetime in our unique,
flexible learning environments. Just
this year, we’ve welcomed a brand
new program — Marketing is Universal:
Keeping the Guest at Heart.

BETTER THAN NEAR. STAY HERE.
Enjoy fun and convenient lodging for your
whole group. Located on-site, Universal’s
Cabana Bay Beach Resort offers affordable rates
and tons of perks like free shuttles around
the resort and Wi-Fi. We can help you customize
the best group package for your needs.
EXPLORE OUR ALL-NEW HOTEL OPTION

Universal’s Endless Summer Resort is set to
bring extra affordability to your group, starting
Summer 2019.

UniversalOrlandoYouth.com | 1-800-YOUTH15
https://www.pinterest.com/Universalorl
© 2018 UCF Hotel Venture V. UNIVERSAL TM & © Universal Studios. ENDLESS SUMMER registered trademarks, Bruce Brown Films, LLC. All rights reserved. Cabana Bay Beach Resort TM & © 2018 UCF Hotel Venture II. All rights reserved.
© 2018 MARVEL. Universal elements and all related indicia TM & © 2018 Universal Studios. © 2018 Universal Orlando. All rights reserved. 1832911

SOUTHEAST

Splash into science
at Georgia Aquarium
In Atlanta, students can dive into 10
million gallons f marine biology, oceanography and just plain fun.
Georgia Aquarium is one of the
largest aquariums in the world, housing over 100,000 animals representing
thousands of species.
“We want students to become good
stewards of our oceans and the animals
that live in them,” said Melanie Louder,
manager of school, youth, and community engagement at the aquarium. “This
can be made possible by exposure and
providing reasons behind the value of
these resources. Exposure is key because
it’s very difficult to care about an animal
or its habitat if the student has never
seen it in real life.”
Tours of the aquarium are self-guided, and admission includes access to
the main galleries, dolphin and sea lion

56

Fall 2018 • GroupTour.com

presentations, and 4-D theater shows.
One of the aquarium’s biggest draws
is the famous whale sharks.
“We are the only aquarium in the
Western Hemisphere that has whale
sharks in human care,” Louder said.
“Whale sharks are incredibly popular
because of their size, which makes it
challenging to have them in human
care. Another must-see is our dolphin
presentation. The dolphin show allows
students to see animal training up close
and how positive reinforcement is key
for successful training.”
Galleries cover a variety of habitats,
from cold water to tropical and river
environments, where students can
encounter sea lions, penguins, otters and
beluga whales.
Instructor-led programs are offered
for middle- and high-school students,

Underwater tunnel, Georgia Aquarium, Atlanta, Ga.
Photo: Group Tour Media/Kelsey Smith

allowing them to explore the world of
sharks and rays, and learn about collecting research data, training animals and
oceanic occupations. n
Georgia Aquarium
404-581-4000
georgiaaquarium.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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The Florida Aquarium offers
fun-filled learning experiences
With an array of wildlife including lemurs, sharks, river otters and sea turtles,
students can go from tree level to sea
level at The Florida Aquarium in Tampa.
“Students come face-to-face with
sharks, rays, otters, lemurs, alligators and
a variety of fish,” said Tristin Ware, senior
education manager at the aquarium.
“There are special presentations and areas
where animals can be gently touched, allowing students to make a closer connection to many living things.”
The aquarium shares a variety of educational programs for student groups,
including hands-on squid dissections.
“Our programs are well-received
because there is a hands-on component
for more inquiry-based learning,” Ware
said. “Squid dissections are definitely
one of our more popular programs.”
Groups also can learn about Tampa
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Bay’s ecology and industry with a
75-minute boat ride. Behind-the-scenes
tours of the aquarium share an inside
look of the operations, and students
can see what goes into keeping animal
habitats clean, and how to keep animals
healthy and happy.
Another focus of The Florida Aquarium is conservation, and how others can
make changes to create a positive impact
on the environment. The aquarium
protects and restores animal species and
their habitats, focusing on three animals
that play major roles in oceans: sea
turtles, sharks and coral.
“We hope that students have fun and
leave with new knowledge while discovering a conservation action they can do
that will improve our blue planet,” Ware
said. “I hope that each student is able to
make a more personal connection to an

The Florida Aquarium, Tampa, Fla.
Photo: The Florida Aquarium

animal or habitat which will lead to a
conservation action or a change in their
daily behavior. Maybe they will start to
skip straws, bike to school or use reusable bags.”
Teachers interested in additional
program information are encouraged
to contact the aquarium’s reservations
department. n
The Florida Aquarium
813-273-4000
flaquarium.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SOUTHEAST

Discovery Park of America sparks
interactive learning
What does an earthquake simulator,
a 20,000-gallon freshwater aquarium,
a working gristmill and a 110-foot-tall
missile have in common? They’re all part
of the 50-acre Discovery Park of America
campus in Union City, a jaw-dropping
student attraction in rural Tennessee.
“We are often told by educators and
students that Discovery Park greatly
exceeded their expectations,” said Mary
Nita Bondurant, director of marketing at
Discovery Park of America. “We are kind
of like a miniature Smithsonian, and I
don’t think most people understand how
unique Discovery Park is in its diverse
offerings and interactive experiences.”
The park opened in 2013, thanks to a
more than $100 million donation from
the late entrepreneur and philanthropist
Robert Kirkland and his wife Jenny. Discovery Park of America is the result of the
Kirklands’ decade-long vision to bring the
world to the children of Union City.
“Our founder never wanted us to call

it a ‘museum,’ as he thought that made
people think of a stuffy, hands-off kind of
experience,” Bondurant said. “Discovery
Park of America is very hands-on, while
still having many qualities of a museum,
but the fun vibe of a theme park. Around
every corner there’s a unique experience, like the Giant Human Slide that
transports students from one floor to the
another, the opportunity to crawl inside
our aquarium and the opportunity to sit
in a Vietnam War-era helicopter.”
The 100,000-square-foot Discovery
Center building includes exhibits that
showcase dinosaurs, Native American
artifacts, military equipment and vintage
automobiles. Outdoors, students find 14
log cabins; a working gristmill; a reconstructed, early-1900s main street; and
a vintage train station, complete with a
locomotive, rail cars and a depot.
“While off the beaten path, the park
gives visitors a learning experience
unlike any other, without the hassle of

city traffic,” Bondurant said. “With one
entrance and one exit, it feels so safe,
and educators can allow their students
some space to explore and learn.” n
Discovery Park of America
731-885-5455
discoveryparkofamerica.com

Fun
Right Off
The
Bat
TM

We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips fly as we create
bats for baseball’s best, enjoy
engaging exhibits and take home
free mini-bats! We can customize
your tour based on your interests
and are proud to partner with other
local favorites to offer dining and
attraction packages.

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates
Custom group tours
Discovery Park of America, Union City, Tenn., Photo: Discovery Park of America

WE LOVE GROUPS!

Package tours also available

Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com
502.588.7227

Union City, TN | (731) 885-5455
discoveryparkofamerica.com

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Dive into WWII history at USS
ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park
As a major symbol for the state of
Alabama, USS ALABAMA Battleship
Memorial Park shares over 75 years of
detailed naval history.
Located in Mobile, the park offers
self-guided tours of the ship with three
different routes. The routes, marked
yellow, red and green, allow students to
tour at their own pace.
“When students visit Battleship
Memorial Park, they learn the history of
how the USS ALABAMA came to be in
Mobile,” said Rhonda Davis, director of
sales and marketing at the park. “They
are told the story of how the schoolchildren from across the state of Alabama
donated their nickels, dimes and quarters during 1964 to help raise the money
needed to move the USS ALABAMA
from Washington state down through
the Panama Canal and then up to

Mobile. It was schoolchildren, just like
them, who raised $100,000 during the
capital campaign. It is a very empowering story for students to hear.”
On the ship, groups can visit a variety of areas, including sleeping quarters
and the galley. A popular area for students is the battle bridge, Davis said. The
battle bridge is where the captain would
command the ship during battles.
“The most photographed area for
students is the brig, the ship’s jail,”
Davis said. “They really get a kick out of
that. One thing the students are always
amazed at is the computer aboard the
ship. They can’t believe there were
computers during the 1940s. We always
hope students think about what it was like
to live and fight aboard the ship during
World War II, and we hope they learn
something new about American history.”

USS DRUM, Mobile, Ala.
Photo: USS ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park

Students also can explore the history
behind USS DRUM, which doubles as a
National Historic Landmark and the oldest American submarine on public display.
In addition to tours, students can
experience the park’s flight simulator in
the aircraft pavilion. n
USS ALABAMA Battleship
Memorial Park
251-433-2703
ussalabama.com

r wld cng yrs

Student Rates
and Performance
Space Available

Featuring an All-New, Immersive
Entertainment Experience
NOW
OPEN!

July 27, 2018 - April 30, 2019

audubо Z, Aquium  e icа,
tgy git sc Tהat,
buf gn & Insectium
GRACELAND.COM/STUDENT • 800-238-2010
© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2017 ABG EPE IP LLC
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AudubonNatureInstitute.org
800-774-7394 | air@auduboninstitute.org
New Orleans, LA

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SOUTHEAST

Examine diverse marine life at
Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
Located in the historic French
Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana, the
Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
teems with a vibrant Caribbean reef
and lively underwater animals. The
aquarium is part of the Audubon Nature
Institute, which also includes a zoo,
insectarium and nature center.
Katie Smith, senior director of
marketing at Audubon Nature Institute,
said penguins, sea otters, cownose rays,
moray eels and spiny lobsters are all
popular with student groups.
“There’s also Parakeet Pointe, which
is an interactive aviary where guests may
meet, greet and feed hundreds of freeflying birds,” Smith said.
Students can explore habitats that
focus on the Amazon, Great Maya Reef,
Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi
River. Watch for sea turtles throughout
the aquarium; as the coordinator of the
Louisiana Marine Mammal and Sea
Turtle Rescue Program, the aquarium
prepares turtles for release to the wild.
An underwater oil rig is located in
the Gulf of Mexico exhibit, the largest exhibit in the aquarium, allowing
students to examine the aquatic animals
that thrive around its barnacle pilings.
Students also can encounter sharks,
schools of fish and stingrays.
Most education programs at the
aquarium are adaptable for any grade
level, with shark dissection, frog school
classes and live animal encounters being the most popular options among
students.
“Students learn ocean ecology,
animal adaptations, as well as the critical importance of conservation of our
waterways,” Smith said. “Having experienced the ‘wow’ factor of our diverse
and breathtakingly beautiful aquatic
habitats, students will take away a sense
of stewardship of the incredible natural
world that we live in. They will therefore
be empowered to actively participate in
ongoing conservation efforts.”
Teachers and planners are encour-

aged to schedule group visits at least one
week in advance. n
Audubon Nature Institute
800-774-7394
audubonnatureinstitute.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Audubon Aquarium of the Americas, New Orleans,
La., Photo: Audubon Nature Institute

Your group will enjoy uncovering
Houma’s rich 300-year-old
history. And, with live
entertainment found almost
every evening, we’ll have your
krewe tapping their toes and
learning the Cajun Two-Step to
uni
the unique
sounds of South
Louisiana.
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SOUTHEAST

South Carolina Aquarium
inspires student conservationists
With 60 distinct habitats and more
than 5,000 animals, the South Carolina
Aquarium in Charleston, South Carolina, “wows” students with its immersive
exhibits.
“Students can follow the Santee
watershed on a journey through South
Carolina from the mountains to the sea,”
said Roualeyn de Haas, senior group sales
manager at South Carolina Aquarium.
“The aquarium focuses on species found
in South Carolina. With touch tanks and
interactive exhibits, there is plenty of opportunities for hands-on learning.”
Tours of the aquarium are self-guided, with on-site interpreters promoting
discussion and answering questions
throughout.
In “The Shallows,” students can feel
cownose rays and stingrays at their fingertips. The first of its kind in the region,

the 20,000-gallon touch tank gives groups
the opportunity to feed and feel rays.
The 385,0000-gallon Great Ocean
Tank is impossible to miss, as it's the
deepest tank in North America. The
tank is home to more than 700 animals,
including sharks and the 220-pound
loggerhead sea turtle named Caretta.
Divers interact with visitors and answer
questions during daily dive shows.
“Students always love the daily interactive dive shows, learning about life in
the Great Ocean Tank and many of its
550-plus residents,” de Haas said.
Students also can visit Zucker Family
Sea Turtle Recovery, which serves as
both a hospital and a guest experience.
“The Zucker Family Sea Turtle Recovery is a student favorite, with interactive
displays and augmented reality stations,”
de Haas said. “This area allows students

to experience the journey of our endangered sea turtle patients, from rescue to
recovery to release, and to walk in the
shoes of sea turtle care center staff.”
Extensive online curriculum materials
are available for educators. Teachers are
encouraged to complete pre- and postvisit activities to make the most of their
visit and help bring topics to life.
“The Aquarium hopes to cultivate
every student into the next generation
of conservationists,” de Haas said. “With
our tagline ‘protect what you love,’ we
hope to show students their role, impact
and responsibilities in our environment,
and help them connect with water, wildlife and wild places.” n
South Carolina Aquarium
843-579-8652
scaquarium.org

Come watch miracles happen.
Contact (843) 579-8652 or groupsales@scaquarium.org
to schedule your unique and custom group tour.
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Get close to marine life
at Tennessee Aquarium
Tucked along Chattanooga’s gleaming
downtown waterfront, Tennessee Aquarium boasts over 10,000 freshwater and
saltwater species within two buildings.
“Some students love the playful
antics of our lemurs and otters, while
others are mesmerized by the constant
pulsing of our jellyfish species,” said
Brooke Gorman, director of science education at the aquarium. “Others spend
a good amount of time viewing our vast
collection of freshwater turtle species.
Almost everyone enjoys our two touch
tanks that allow students an opportunity
to touch large sturgeon fish, barbless
stingrays and a horseshoe crab.”
Popular educational programs include Seahorse Rescue Mission, Stream
Scene, Plankton Power and Biodiversity.
These programs allow students to test
water for impurities, discuss effects on

animal populations, design their own
plankton and explore the diversity of life
on earth through hands-on activities.
“When students visit the Tennessee Aquarium, we hope they have an
outstanding experience,” Gorman said.
“Some students take away a new appreciation for nature after observing
the variety of plants and animals that
exist. Other students might take away
new ideas about actions they can take to
conserve a favorite animal or plant.”
The Critter Close-Up program is
another popular activity among students; they get to meet different reptiles
and amphibians, and learn about their
habitats, environment roles and survival
adaptations.
“Our mission at the Tennessee
Aquarium is to connect people to nature
and empower them to make informed

Dive show, Tennessee Aquarium, Chattanooga,
Tenn., Photo: Tennessee Aquarium

decisions about water and wildlife,”
Gorman said. “The aquarium also has
a series of Extraordinary Experiences,
which are programs that take place in
our galleries. In these programs, visitors have a chance to hear information
presented by an animal keeper and
an educator. This format allows for a
unique experience as guests can interact
with keepers and learn about some of
our animals.” n
Tennessee Aquarium
800-262-0695
tnaqua.org

Co-write and produce a song from scratch with Nashville recording artist Meghan Linsey and record producer
Tyler Cain, who will help your group compose a beat and write accompanying parts to your original track.
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#PressPlayRecord • @CountryMusicHOF • 800.852.6437 • CountryMusicHallofFame.org/Groups • Downtown Nashville

GRP_Student_StudentGroupTour_PrintAd_08-AUG_18.indd 1
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

6/12/18 8:29 AM
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov

63

5

Stops

Houston
T e x a s

The largest city in Texas and the
fourth most populous city in the nation,
no other area surpasses Houston’s
diversity. More than 145 languages are
spoken in Houston, and more than a
third of Houstonians speak a language
other than English at home. Visiting
language students discover cultural
immersion at its finest, while science
students find several ways to engage in
Space City’s learning centers.
“Houston offers a wealth of
opportunity for all types of student
groups at world-class institutions, like
Space Center Houston, where you can
see the historic Mission Control and see
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the iconic Saturn V rocket,” said Jorge
Franz, senior vice president of tourism
at the Greater Houston Convention
and Visitors Bureau. “The Museum of
Natural Science Houston has the largest
paleontology dinosaur collection in the
country.”
And musically inclined groups
won’t run into a shortage of options,
either. Franz said there are dozens of
performance opportunities throughout
the city.
“When you pair that with our culinary
and cultural diversity, Houston is the
perfect destination for students and
teachers alike,” he said.

FUN FACTS
• Houston is the most ethnically
diverse metropolitan area in the
nation.
• An underground pedestrian tunnel
system runs for 7 miles, linking 95
of Houston’s city blocks.

Lone Star Flight Museum
A comprehensive education
program is combined with an immersive
aviation experience at Lone Star Flight
Museum. The museum offers interactive
experiences with sessions in the Aviation
Learning Center, providing a simulatorbased STEM curriculum that educates
students on principles of flight. Docent-led
tours include exhibit highlights, illustrating
important facts and interesting stories
behind the history of flight. Self-guided
tours start with a brief introduction from a
member of the Education Department.

The Houston Museum
of Natural Science

George Ranch
Historical Park

From interactive labs and world-class
exhibit halls to phenomenal films in the
Burke Baker Planetarium and Wortham
Giant Screen Theatre, The Houston
Museum of Natural Science welcomes
students to play an active role in their own
learning. Whether delving into the depths
of space in the Expedition Center, getting
up-close with exotic animals through
Outreach Programs, or acting out the
process of metamorphosis in the Cockrell
Butterfly Center, groups walk away with
new knowledge.

Students relive history in present
time at George Ranch Historical Park,
a 23,000-acre working ranch about 45
minutes from downtown Houston. Whether
it’s spinning cotton, making horseshoes
or roping an ornery steer, students
experience the everyday trials and
successes that have preserved this ranch
for future generations. For the last 25
years, the park has worked with educators
to provide programs that bring the past
alive with period demonstrations led by
experienced interpreters.

5 STOPS
Houston
GO
Downtown Aquarium
713-315-5112
aquariumrestaurants.com

Downtown Aquarium

Houston Zoo

Downtown Aquarium is a 6-acre
entertainment and dining complex,
as well as a 500,000-gallon aquatic
wonderland boasting a Ferris wheel,
an aquatic carousel and a white tiger
exhibit. The wall-to-wall aquarium is
home to more than 200 species of
aquatic life. Groups choose from a
variety of education programs, from
critical thinking about ecosystems to
dissection classes. All programs are 30
to 45 minutes in length; several lunch
options are available.

More than 2 million guests visit the
6,000 permanent animal residents at
the Houston Zoo every year. Founded
in 1922, the zoo is an exciting live
animal adventure that provides an
educational conservation resource set in
a tropical landscape. And students can
travel to Africa — no passport required.
Experience the wonders at “The African
Forest,” the 6.5 acre, $40 million exhibit
featuring chimps, rhinos and giraffes.

George Ranch Historical Park
281-343-0218
georgeranch.org
The Houston Museum of Natural Science
713-639-4659
hmns.org/education
Houston Zoo
713-533-6500
houstonzoo.org
Lone Star Flight Museum
346-708-2517
lonestarflight.org

ASK
Greater Houston Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800-446-8786
visithoustontexas.com

Top photos: Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau; Bottom photos, left to right: Creative Commons, Paul Hudson
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 Love to learn in...

Anaheim
California

PERFORMING ARTS
Develop star power, harness
the talent of storytelling
and unleash some learning
magic with Disney Youth
Programs at Disneyland. Dance groups
wow the crowds, instrumental classes
march down Main Street, U.S.A., and
vocal ensembles belt it out on stage at
Disneyland Resort. Continue the fun less
than 15 minutes away in Buena Park.
Knott’s Berry Farm has two distinct
venues for its Performance in the Park
program.

PHYS-ED
Angel Stadium Ballpark
Tours at Angel Stadium
of Anaheim invite students
to visit areas normally
restricted to the public, including the
field, the dugout, the Visitors’ Clubhouse
and the Mike Scioscia interview room.
Groups also receive an exclusive look at
the Gene Autry Suite, the broadcasting
booth and the press conference room.
Angel Stadium is the fourth-oldest
active Major League Baseball stadium,
behind Fenway Park in Boston, Wrigley
Field in Chicago and Dodger Stadium in
Los Angeles.

ART
One versatile center
engages students by
exploring diverse heritage,
culture and arts through
creative programming. Muzeo Museum
and Cultural Center is comprised of
Anaheim’s original Carnegie Library
and a state-of-the-art gallery space, the
Main Gallery. “Anaheim: A Walk Through
Local History” is on permanent display
and provides a storehouse of artifacts
that highlight the history of Anaheim,
from fossils to ancient Indian wares.
Visit Anaheim
714-765-2800
visitanaheim.org
Top to bottom, left to right: Disneyland, Photo: iStock; Knott’s Berry Farm, Photo: Visit Anaheim; Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center, Photo: Visit Anaheim; Angel Stadium of Anaheim, Photo: Visit California

66

Fall 2018 • GroupTour.com

WEST

Pacific Pinball Museum, Alameda, Calif., Photos: Pacific Pinball Museum

Learn cultural history through
play at Pacific Pinball Museum
Pinball machines are a wonder of
invention, imagination and technology
— an ideal tool to teach STEAM subjects.
An interactive nonprofit museum and
arcade, the Pacific Pinball Museum in Alameda, California, offers a chronological
and historical selection of rare bagatelles
and early games, as well as more than 90
playable pinball machines from the 1940s
to present day. The museum also features
rotating exhibits and information on the
art, history and science of pinball.
“When visitors walk into the Pacific
Pinball Museum for the first time, their
eyes open wide and their mouths usually
make a ‘wow’ shape before breaking
into a huge smile,” said d’Arci Bruno,
director of the Pacific Pinball Museum.
“Colorful murals, blinking lights, oldies
on the jukeboxes and the ding-ding

sound of pinball being played is an easy
recipe for nostalgic fun. The in-and-out,
all-day pass and unlimited free-play
pinball gives guests the opportunity to
explore all the shops and eateries that
our neighborhood has to offer and play
the day away.”
Students have the chance to see
electro-mechanical games from the early
’50s, ’60s and ’70s, like Foto-Finish, FireBall, Space Ship, Wizard and Scuba.
“Games from these eras have fun
and creative graphics to look at, and
they are slower and easier to practice on
while learning to play the game,” Bruno
said. “The Pacific Pinball Museum helps
bridge the gap between generations and
brings people together as they enjoy, explore and experience decades of pinball
invention, evolution and technology

through play.”
Game artwork is a window into
social commentary and history of each
decade. Some of the early technologies
used to develop the games are still used
to this day.
“We like our visitors to come away
with the idea that pinball is much more
than just a game; it’s a unique part of
American history and culture that the
whole group can enjoy,” Bruno said.
“They might even learn something, too.
Some games are favored for nostalgia
and sentiment, some for art and beauty,
rarity, age or even celebrity. Some games
are just more fun to play.” n
Pacific Pinball Museum
510-769-1349
pacificpinball.org

SantaClara

LIKE
/SantaClaraCA

SantaClara.org/StudentTours
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Left to right: Display locomotive, Western Museum of Mining & Industry, Colorado Springs, Colo.; 1838 Cornish beam engine, Western Museum of Mining & Industry, Colorado
Springs, Colo., Photos: Western Museum of Mining & Industry

Explore Western Museum of Mining
& Industry’s 4,000 artifacts
Educating the public on the history
and continuing contributions of mining
in the American West, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, welcomes students to
explore its collection and interpretation
of artifacts.
“The museum brings the history
of mining to life through a variety of
exhibits complete with daily guided
tours included with admission,” said
Danica Cox, marketing and communications coordinator. “It’s known as ‘The
Museum That Works’ because of our
multiple operational steam engines that
run during tours.”
During a tour of the museum, students primarily learn about Colorado’s
mining heritage and the Industrial
Revolution. Visitors witness station-

ary machine demonstrations, learn
various surface and hard rock mining
techniques, and try their hand at gold
panning.
“Aspects of Colorado history are
entwined in all parts of the tour, as well
as along with the geological process of
rocks and minerals,” Cox said.
More than 4,000 artifacts are on display at the 27-acre indoor and outdoor
exhibit site, which includes a 10-stamp
ore mill, a multi-purpose center with
exhibits, a theater and a 5,000-volume
research library.
“The entire exhibit complex is an
exciting and exceptional tool for learning about Colorado history, mining and
industrial technology, geology and the
environment,” Cox said. “‘The Museum
That Works’ is one of the last places
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Six Flags Discovery Kingdom –
Open Year Round!
New Arts & Entertainment District
Tour Historic Mare Island
Ferry to/from San Francisco
Minutes from Napa/Sonoma
World-Class Golf (4 courses)
Affordable Lodging
Diverse Events/Shopping
Vallejo & Mare Island Museum

FREE Visitors Guide: 800.4.VALLEJO or VisitVallejo.com

where students can see these machines
in operation.”
The museum offers multiple special
events throughout the year, like the
Pikes Peak Antique Machinery Days.
In May, students can join the museum,
the Arkansas Valley Flywheelers and the
Front Range Antique Power Association
for two days of displayed antique tractors, a tractor pull, barrel train rides and
the museum’s operating steam engines.
“We hope students take away an appreciation of the mining industry, where
it came from, and an understanding of
the history and continued contribution
of mining in the American West,” Cox
said. “We want students to understand
that without mining and minerals, there
would be no modern technology. Mining influences everything from the foods
we eat to the clothes we wear. Without
mining, we would have very little.”
In a nonbiased way, the museum
strives to show students the consequences and affects that mining has had
on the world.
“We want students to leave the museum capable of deciding how they feel
about mining and how it has impacted
the world as we know it,” Cox said. n
Western Museum of Mining
& Industry
719-488-0880
wmmi.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum, Ashland, Neb., Photo: Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum

Strategic Air Command & Aerospace
Museum promotes learning
Located between Lincoln and Omaha
near Interstate 80 in Ashland, Nebraska,
Strategic Air Command & Aerospace
Museum preserves the history of the
Strategic Air Command, the Cold War
and aerospace artifacts. Visiting students
become inspired through imaginative
and innovative programs and exhibits.
“The museum is a great place to visit
because it offers something for students
of all ages,” said Tara Sandle, education
coordinator at the museum.
She said the most popular options
for middle and high school students are
history-based.
“Our history field trips allow students to dive deeper into the history of
World War II, the Cold War and how
Strategic Air Command played a role
during this time in history,” Sandle
said. “The museum takes great honor in
offering STEM-based activities in each
of these categories to enhance students’
21st century skills.”
The museum offers 50 different field
trip options for student groups, including programs in robotics, engineering, aviation, space and history. The

programs are customizable to pair the
content with what students are learning
in school.
“The museum hopes to ignite the
imagination and curiosity of students,”
Sandle said. “Staff builds upon the
foundation of school practices and
enhances it with out-of-classroom
learning for not only history, but also
for any science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) activities. We use
collaboration, communication, critical
thinking and creativity to build a solid
educational foundation.”
The museum houses an impressive collection of military aircraft and
space artifacts, many of which have
been restored in the museum’s on-site
restoration facility. Students will even
see an SR-71A Blackbird reconnaissance plane, the world’s fastest aircraft,
suspended in mid-air just inside the
building’s entrance. n
Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum
402-944-3100, ext. 253
sacmuseum.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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No other European capital city saw
more hostility and rancor in the past
century than Berlin, Germany. But the
infamous hardships and resulting resiliency is what makes it an extraordinary
student-tour destination, renowned as
one of the most celebrated cultural epicenters in Europe.
In many ways, Berlin has been
given a chance to start from scratch
— to implement new urban planning
strategies with a focus on aesthetics and
modernization. So much of Berlin was
destroyed in World War II that the city
had to rebuild from the ground up.
As for the structures that miraculously
remained standing, the vestiges of war
can be seen (and eerily felt) in the bullet
wounds that dot historic walls. This devastation gave Berlin its beloved juxtaposition
of history and a modernity that today’s
students can relate to.
Fall 2018 • GroupTour.com

Left to right: Associate Editor Cortney Erndt at Brandenburg Gate, Photo: Group Tour Media/Cortney Erndt;
Brandenburg Gate, Pariser Platz, Photo: visitBerlin, Dagmar Schwelle

Token of peace

Brandenburg Gate
(Brandenburger Tor)
Students can begin a tour at the
Brandenburg Gate, known as the symbol
of Berlin. During WWII, it was damaged,
but not destroyed by allied bombing.
It was built in 1788–91 by Carl G.
Langhans after the model of Propylaea
in Athens’ Acropolis, as demonstrated
by its neoclassical architecture. It was
commissioned by
Frederick William
II as an entrance to
Unter den Linden,
which led to the
Prussian palace.

Since then, many political parties
have utilized the gate for their own
agendas. Napoleon used it for a triumphant march, whereas the Nazis used
the gate as a party symbol in propaganda. From 1961 to 1989, the gate
symbolized a divided Germany while
the Berlin Wall separated families, kept
people from jobs and denied opportunities offered in the west.
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall
in 1989, the gate was reinvented as a
symbol of European peace and unity.
It’s now flanked by two small buildings,
Haus Liebermann and Haus Sommer,
which were built in the 1990s to replace
pavilions destroyed in WWII.
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Token of contemplation

Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Europe (Denkmal für die Ermordeten
Juden Europas)
Just a five-minute walk from Brandenburg Gate, Berlin’s Holocaust memorial solemnly rests, encompassing 2,711
grey concrete slabs. Each slab is identical
in horizontal dimensions, reminiscent
of caskets. However, the slabs differ in
vertical dimensions, from 8 inches to
more than 15 feet tall.
But what do the stelae mean? Designed by architect Peter Eisenman and
engineer Buro Happold, the abstract
installment leaves room for students’
own interpretation and a theoretical
discussion with an educator or guide. At
their own pace, students can roam the
memorial and reflect on the deliberate
death of about 6 million people.
The site evokes a feeling of isolation,
triggered by the massive blocks barricading visitors from noises of traffic
and the other noteworthy sights of
Berlin. An attached underground “Place
of Information” (Ort der Information)
includes the names of about 3 million
Jewish Holocaust victims, acquired from
the Israeli museum Yad Vashem.
The memorial offers guided tours
and workshops, specifically designed for
secondary students. Short biographies
take victims out of their anonymity, and
historical photographs and films show
the sites of persecution and extermination.

Token of remembrance

Topography of Terror (Topographie
des Terrors)
Between 1933 and 1945, the central
institutions of Nazi persecution and
terror were the Secret State Police Office,
which encompassed its own “house
prison,” and during WWII, the Reich
Security Main Office. These institutions
were located on the present-day grounds
of the Topography of Terror, a documentation center that presents exhibitions to visiting students.
Inside the facility, “Topography of
Terror: Gestapo, SS and Reich Security
Main Office on Wilhelm- and PrinzAlbrecht-Straße” is a permanent exhibit
focused on the central institutions of

the SS and police in the Third Reich,
as well as the crimes they perpetrated
throughout Europe.
From spring to fall, students can
explore the newly designed outdoor
exhibition trench along exposed cellar
wall remnants of Niederkirchnerstraße
(formerly Prinz-Albrecht-Straße). The
exhibition “Berlin 1933–1945: Between
Propaganda and Terror” is presented
there, which addresses national socialist
policy in Berlin and its consequences for
the city’s population.
Student groups may participate in
a public or private guided site tour that
covers Topography of Terror’s entire
grounds. Last year, more than 1.3 million
people visited the documentation center.

Top to bottom: Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe; “Berlin 1933–1945: Between Propaganda and Terror,” Topography of Terror; “Topography of Terror: Gestapo, SS and Reich Security
Main Office on Wilhelm- and Prinz-Albrecht-Straße,” Topography of Terror, Photos: Group Tour Media/Cortney Erndt
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Token of freedom

Checkpoint Charlie
A three-minute walk from Topography of Terror, students will find Checkpoint Charlie on the corner of Friedrichstraße and Zimmerstraße — a reminder
of a former border crossing, the Cold
War and the partition of Berlin. Sandbags, flags and a checkpoint booth are
all based on the original site — a popular student photo-op (see below).
The checkpoint was first set up in
August 1961, when communist East
Germany erected the Berlin Wall. The
name Checkpoint Charlie is derived
from the NATO phonetic alphabet
(Alpha, Bravo, Charlie). After the border
crossings at Helmstedt-Marienborn (Alpha) and Dreilinden-Drewitz (Bravo),
Checkpoint Charlie was the third
checkpoint opened by the Allies in and
around Berlin.
The Wall Museum at Checkpoint
Charlie had humble beginnings in October 1962; it was a two-and-a-half-room
display about the newly erected Berlin
Wall. The museum has evolved into a
21,528-square-foot exhibition that explores not only the history of the Berlin
Wall, but also challenges that face future
generations. One-hour guided tours are
available to student groups in English,
German or French.
The museum is a testament to the
past, yet also a living and evolving
reminder of the present. Throughout
Berlin, students are bound to discuss the
struggle for worldwide recognition of
human rights, freedom and democracy
— and perhaps leave with concerns and
ideas that spark change in their home
countries and the world. n

Left to right: Top of Siegessäule, Photo: visitberlin, Wolfgang Scholvien; Associate Editor Cortney Erndt poses with
soldier reenactors, Checkpoint Charlie, Photo: Group Tour Media/Cortney Erndt
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Visit Frederick................................................... 40
www.visitfrederick.org

Eagan CVB........................................................ 76
http://www.eaganmn.com

Mirvish Productions.......................................... 24
www.mirvish.com

Visit Savannah.................................................. 57
http://www.visitsavannah.com

Edaville Railroad Park...................................... 32
www.edaville.com

Mt. Washington Cog Railway........................... 35
http://thecog.com

The Capital Wheel at National Harbor............. 39
thecapitalwheel.com/
Toby’s Dinner Theatre....................................... 39
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com
TourismOhio................................................insert
www.discoverohio.com
Universal Orlando Resort................................. 55
www.universalorlandoyouth.com

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc for more info about student-friendly destinations and businesses
Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov
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Enjoy Eagan Minnesota

WHERE EVERYONE IS
STOPPING FOR SHOPPING!

Enjoy tax-free shopping daily at Twin Cities Premium Outlets®
and nearby Mall of America®—the nation’s largest shopping and
entertainment complex. Plus, Eagan offers over 100 delectable
dining options and 16 incredible hotels, with most featuring
complimentary breakfast and shuttle service. Don’t delay—
plan your Eagan getaway today!

Visit eaganmn.com or call Denise Olsen for more information
Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau • 866-324-2620

E_GroupTour_9-17_rd1.indd 1

9/8/17 3:27 PM

