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TO SHOW THEM  

AMERICA. 
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BEGINNING.

• TAKE TIME TO GO BACK •

To begin planning your journey 
to the past, call 1-800-228-8878, 

groupsales@cwf.org, or 
colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

The past comes alive at the world’s largest living history museum, Colonial 

Williamsburg. Travel back in time with your students to the 18th century,  

and experience the dawn of America. Learn how things were made, discover  

what the culture was all about and feel the passion of the people who turned  

a colony into a country.

SPECIAL SAVINGS FOR GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE.

© 2018 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation                            TIS-4/17 12821738

Williamsburg, VA 
was ranked in the 

Top 10 Student Travel 
Destinations by SYTA

Sky’s the limit 

“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land among the stars.”
This quote, made famous by Norman Vincent Peale, is probably familiar to many of 

your students; it may even decorate a bulletin board on your classroom wall.
When I think of space, this quote comes to mind, probably because I, too, read it 

during my elementary school career. And although I may have given it an eyeroll two 
decades ago, it really is good advice — something we all should try to remember. Even if 
you don’t succeed, you’ll be better off for trying something new. 

This wisdom is exemplified at planetariums and space museums throughout the country, 
which showcase the struggles and triumphs that have led us to where we are today. In her 
cover story on page 14, Associate Editor Cortney Erndt shares out-of-this-world attractions 
that just might inspire a few future astronauts, rocket scientists and engineers.

On page 8, you’ll find a Q&A between Erndt and Josh Bruman, a seasoned sales 
manager with Brightspark Travel. The company leads educational and performance tours 
for students across the country and the world.

In this issue, we say goodbye to the “Charged” section in our magazine, which we’ll 
replace with a brand-new column in 2019. Stay tuned! Our last feature in this section 
highlights VR World NYC, the largest virtual reality experience center in North America 
and the Western Hemisphere. See page 13. 

As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine. I wish 
you all a festive and safe holiday season! 

                                                                        Until next time,

                                                                         Courtney Birchmeier
                                                                         courtney@grouptour.com
                                                                         Twitter: @courtneygtm

Up next: 
In April, performance and theater destinations take center stage. Don’t miss features 

on Cleveland, Ohio; Boston, Massachusetts; Baltimore, Maryland; Georgia’s Civil Rights 
Trail; and Seattle, Washington.
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BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE
Make a difference on the shore, by the Bay, in a national park
forest, marsh or waterway with hands-on field experiences 
and uncommon access offered exclusively for groups. Plan your 
Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.

Cultured, enthusiastic and highly 
knowledgeable, tour directors at Bright-
spark Travel know what it’s like to share 
a bigger world with middle and high 
school students. The company leads 
both educational and performance tours 
and events, from language-immersing 
Costa Rica trips to domestic perfor-
mances at Disney World, and every-
thing in between. 

Josh Bruman, a seasoned sales man-
ager with Brightspark Travel, sat down 
with Associate Editor Cortney Erndt to 
discuss what sets the company apart. 

Q. What is your favorite 
    Brightspark Travel tour?  
A. I love our Civil Rights Tour. This 
specialized tour has our groups visit-
ing many landmarks of the civil rights 
movement. Students visit various at-
tractions located in Atlanta, Tuskegee, 
Montgomery, Birmingham and Selma 
as history comes to life. A few of the 
highlights include the Rosa Parks Mu-
seum, The Dexter Avenue King Memo-
rial Baptist Church, The Civil Rights 
Memorial Center, Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute, Edmund Pettus Bridge 
and the Martin Luther King Jr. National 
Historic Site.

Q. What has made the company 
    successful?
A. Customer service! Brightspark goes 
the extra mile for our customers on 
every trip. We have a team in place to 
provide administrators, teachers and 
parents with a friendly and supportive 
experience for every tour aspect. Bright-
spark continually invests in the training, 
coaching and development of our tour 
guides, who are some of the best in the 
industry. Our guides are rated by every 
customer on every trip and constantly 

come through with amazing scores. 
Clients often remark on the flexibility 
of our guides and their ability to take 
any bump on the road and turn it into a 
pleasant experience for the group.

Q. What advice do you have 
    for educators who plan 
    student travel?
A. Always be sure to ask your travel 
provider about the various performance 
opportunities available at the destina-
tion of interest. At Brightspark, our 

consultants are trained to provide help-
ful suggestions for performance venues 
and workshops that work best for each 
type of group, whether it’s a band, choir, 
orchestra, theater or dance group. Our 
customized tours can be geared toward 
history, STEM, art, language and other 
areas based on the objectives set forth by 
the teacher.  n

Brightspark Travel
877-545-0070
brightsparktravel.com

Lounge JOSH 
BRUMAN Brightspark Travel engages groups

with destination expertise

BRIGHTSPARK TRAVEL

Josh Bruman
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Six Flags Great Adventure 
to unveil pendulum ride

Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New 
Jersey, is expected to open the world’s tallest 
pendulum ride, Wonder Woman Lasso of Truth, in 
the late spring of 2019. 

The 17-story disk will reach speeds of 75 mph 
as it spins and swings to breathtaking heights. 
Riders will experience a feeling of weightlessness 
at 172 feet in the air.

“Innovation is part of the Six Flags DNA, and 
we deliver new, groundbreaking attractions every 
season,” said John Winkler, park president. 
“Wonder Woman is one of the world’s most iconic 
DC Super Heroes, and we are thrilled to add 
this action-packed ride bearing her name to our 
metropolis-themed area.”

sixflags.com/greatadventure

‘Pompeii’ exhibit on view 
at Reagan Presidential 
Library and Museum

In A.D. 79, Mount Vesuvius erupted. Molten 
rock and pumice were expelled from the volcano 
at a rate of 1.5 million tons per second. Rocks and 
volcanic ash filled the atmosphere, turning day into 
night. Within 24 hours, the Roman city of Pompeii 
was destroyed — and perfectly preserved — under 
15 feet of ash and volcanic debris. 

On view until April 21, 2019, at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library and Museum in Simi 
Valley, California, is the all-new and student-

appropriate exhibition, “Pompeii.”
“This extraordinary exhibition takes you back 

in time to vividly experience what it was like to 
live in Pompeii over 2,000 years ago,” said John 
Heubusch, executive director of the Ronald Rea-
gan Presidential Foundation and Institute. 

“Pompeii” features over 150 authentic artifacts 
on loan from the renowned Naples National 
Archaeological Museum in Italy. These are not 
replicas, but original, 2,000-year-old objects 
that were preserved in the ash. These artifacts 
include wall-sized frescos, marble and bronze 
sculptures, jewelry, ancient Roman coins and 
full-body casts of the volcano’s victims.

A simulated 4-D Eruption Theater experience 
allows visitors to experience the devastating 
impact Mount Vesuvius had on Pompeii.

As large crowds are expected to view the 
exhibition, pre-purchased, timed-entry tickets are 
recommended.

800-410-8354, reaganlibrary.com/pompeii

National Portrait Gallery 
presents ‘Eye to I:
Self-Portraits from
1900 to Today’

“Eye to I: Self-Portraits from 1900 to Today,” 
is on view through Aug. 18, 2019, at the National 
Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C. 

At a time when countless selfies are posted 
on social media channels and identity is proving 
to be more and more fluid, the museum presents 
a sampling of how artists have approached the 
exploration of representation and self-depiction 
through portraiture. “Eye to I” will examines how 
artists in the United States have chosen to portray 
themselves since the beginning of the last century. 

“Eye to I” features more than 75 artworks in 
a variety of styles and media ranging from tiny 
caricatures to wall-sized photographs, from colorful 
pastels and watercolors to dramatic paintings and 
time-based media. Artworks in the exhibition span 
the art historical timeline from 1901 to today. 

“Eye to I: Self-Portraits from 1900 to Today” 
concludes the Portrait Gallery’s 50th anniversary 
exhibition program.

202-633-8500, npg.si.edu

news & notes

Student Group Tour   
is your resource for  
educational travel.

• Regionally focused   
 content
• STEAM, performance 
 and sports destinations
• Tips for headache-free  
 travel planning
• 100% FREE!

Ideas for planning educational travel.

GroupTour.com/educators

never miss

an issue!
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum

Six Flags Great Adventure
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Project Blue Boy open in 
The Huntington Art Gallery

The exhibition “Project Blue Boy” at The 
Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botani-
cal Gardens in San Marino, California, offers 
students a glimpse into the technical processes 
of a senior conservator working on the famous 
painting, as well as background on its history, 
mysteries and artistic virtues. 

One of the most iconic paintings in British and 
American history, The Blue Boy, made around 
1770 by English painter Thomas Gainsborough 
(1727–1788), is undergoing its first major conser-
vation treatment. Home to the work since its ac-
quisition by founder Henry E. Huntington in 1921, 
The Huntington will conduct some of the project 
in public view, as part of a year-long educational 
exhibition that runs through Sept. 30, 2019.

During the two periods when the painting is in 
the gallery, O’Connell will work in public view on 
regularly scheduled days and times. Schedule 
updates will be posted on the web at huntington.
org/projectblueboy.

626-405-2272, huntington.org

Students can experience “WW1 America” 
at the Museum of History & Industry in Seattle, 
Washington, through Feb. 10, 2019. 

An in-depth examination of the Great War, 
this special exhibit tells an important story of 

Americans — both the legendary and the unsung 
— who made history in a turbulent era.

Examined topics include the rapid growth of 
an industrial economy, the rise of the women’s 

news & notes

Continued on page 12

2019 
APPLICATION 
PERIODS:

FEBRUARY 4 – 
MARCH 15Do you know 

a student who 
is unable to 
afford the cost 
of their student 
group trip? 
Nominate them for the 
SYF Road Scholarship! 

Up to $1,000 awarded.

www.sytayouthfoundation.org/
road-scholarship

ROAD SCHOLARSHIP

OCTOBER 1 – 
NOVEMBER 15

Museum of History & Industry 
brings story of Great War to Seattle

Museum of History & Industry
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movement, the battle over civil rights, the specter 
of anti-immigrant paranoia, the devastating public 
health challenges of the Spanish flu and the post-
war labor struggles that culminated in the Seattle 
General Strike of 1919.

206-324-1126, mohai.org

Ruby Slippers return 

The Ruby Slippers from The Wizard of Oz 
returned to view in October at the Smithson-
ian’s National Museum of American History in 
Washington, D.C.

The slippers are on display after a year of 
research and conservation treatment following 
the museum’s successful Kickstarter campaign 
to #KeepThemRuby. The Ruby Slippers display 
is one of eight installations showcasing American 
history through culture, entertainment and the arts.

The centerpiece is the museum’s Nicholas F. 
and Eugenia Taubman Hall of Music with side-
lobby displays highlighting the jazz and classical 
collections. Permanent galleries on this floor will 
open in late 2020.

Other student-trip options include scavenger 
hunts, learning the story behind the national an-
them and watching the We the People introduc-
tory film in the Warner Brothers Theater.
202-633-1000, americanhistory.si.edu 

Alexander Hamilton revealed
An exhibition on Alexander Hamilton is on 

display through March 3, 2019, at the Smithson-
ian’s National Postal Museum in Washington, 
D.C. “Alexander Hamilton: Soldier, Secretary, 
Icon” includes mail, portraits, and postage and 
revenue stamps reflective of Hamilton’s life and 
career as the first U.S. treasury secretary.

In the 215 years since his death at 49 in the 
duel with Vice President Aaron Burr, Hamilton 
has become an American icon. Stamps, money, 
movies, television miniseries — and now a hit 
Broadway musical — commemorate his meteoric 
rise and his sweeping vision for Americas future.

“History remembers Alexander Hamilton as 
the pioneering first secretary of the treasury, 
but he was also responsible for the Post Office 
Department,” said Daniel Piazza, chief curator 
of philately. “He used the mail to collect import 
and export data from customs officers all over 
the country, and his ability to interpret this data 
made Hamilton the best-informed member of 
Washington’s first cabinet.”

Other exhibits on display at the museum 
cover a wide range of topics that may be applied 

to the classroom for history, language arts, 
STEM and visual arts. All student programs 
are hands-on and focused strongly on building 
cognitive, social, analytical, critical-thinking and 
problem-solving skills. 

202-633-5555, postalmuseum.si.edu

The story of electric guitar 
comes to life at Musical 
Instrument Museum

The Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix, 
Arizona, presents a special exhibition, “The Elec-
tric Guitar: Inventing an American Icon,” through 
Sept. 15, 2019. 

This exclusive exhibition showcases more than 
80 of the rarest electric guitars and amplifiers in 
the world ― from some of the first ever heard to 
those played by the most famous electric guitar-
ists known today.

“The Electric Guitar: Inventing an American 
Icon” encompasses the history of the electric 
guitar from the very beginning, including its most 
experimental period of the 1930s and 1940s, 
its impact on music and culture, and its current 
iconic status. 

The exhibition gives a glimpse into the electric 
guitar’s influence on genres that defined Ameri-
can music, including Hawaiian music, dance 
orchestras, western swing, jazz, and rock ’n’ roll.

480-478-6000, mim.org

news & notes

Richard Strauss, Smithsonian

Organize Better Student Trips
from anywhere, anytime and on 

any device.

Use GroupTools to plan your event, manage 
permission slips, invite students and 

collect payments.

A NEW WAY TO PLAN
YOUR CLASS TRIPS

www.GroupTools.com

Charged
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What started out as a pop-
up virtual reality exhibition in 
New York City is now a perma-
nent fixture located just steps 
from the Empire State Build-
ing in the heart of Midtown 
Manhattan. The three-level, 
18,000-square-foot VR World 
NYC entertains and educates 
students in virtual reality (VR) 
and augmented reality (AR) 
with 50 unique experiences 
ranging from art and film to 
multiplayer games.

Building innovation 
leaders

The attraction, which opened 
its doors last year, is the largest 
virtual reality experience center 
in North America and the 
Western Hemisphere. VR World 
NYC offers STEAM programs for middle 
and high school students. While no prior 
instruction is necessary, students are 
asked to “come armed with curiosity and 
an open mind,” said Jonathan Elkoubi, 
senior director of business development. 
Groups can choose from a field trip with 
a workshop or a pure play session.

“For our programs, we introduce the 
interdisciplinary process and STEAM-
based components of virtual and 
augmented reality,” said Melissa Clarke, 
director of art and education. “We look 
into the math and science of VR and 
AR from an interactive and algorithmic, 
computer-science side. And, we explore 
the technology, hands-on, with an 
explanation of the infrared sensing and 
physics systems implemented with VR 
and AR equipment.”

The workshop field trip lasts 90 min-
utes, providing groups with 30 minutes 

of hands-on lecture time, and an hour of 
play and exploration. The pure play ses-
sion provides two hours of VR experi-
ence testing to the students without the 
lecture component of the workshop.

“After the workshop, as part of the 
package, the students explore our space 
with an emphasis on informative and 
artistic content in addition to playing 
VR games,” Clarke said.

Student groups and educational 
workshops are limited to 50 individuals, 
but larger groups can divide into smaller 
sub-groups with staggered arrivals. 

“If one cares about giving students 
an opportunity to experience and learn 
firsthand what the tangible immediate 
future is made of, VR World NYC is 
currently the only credible visit option 
in New York,” Elkoubi said. “We didn’t 
try replicating Tron or Ready Player One 
or Avatar; our environment and phi-
losophy is realistic and contemporary. 

We also happen to be moderately 
priced with our group operator 
discounts, very conveniently located 
with long opening hours seven days 
a week — key components meant to 
facilitate a visit to VR World in any 
itinerary.”

The ‘now’ of learning
At VR World NYC, visitors 

quickly learn that virtual reality isn’t 
as futuristic as it may appear.

“Virtual and augmented reality 
technology has really begun to hit 
its stride over the last three years, 
and it should become a staple of the 
classroom sooner than later,” Clarke 
said. “Education content is getting 
better and the costs continue to go 
down for simpler gear. In terms of 
grasping and retaining complex 
ideas or systems, it has been proven 

that immersive learning works because 
when you involve more of the senses, 
the body and mind are more likely to 
remember and grasp that experience.”

Clarke believes creating VR in 
the classroom is the next big thing in 
education.
      “Teachers and students developing 
their own virtual reality is where I am 
looking toward this coming year,” Clarke 
said. “Virtual reality is impactful, yet 
playful. There aren’t any distractions be-
cause you are completely immersed. It’s 
hard not to imagine it being a beneficial 
part of any curriculum.” n
 
VR World NYC
347-915-5802
vrworldnyc.com

@vrworldnyc@vrworldnyc@vrworldnyc

Charged

By Courtney Birchmeier

VR World NYC sheds light 
on immersive learning

VR WORLD NYC
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Land among
 the stars

Space
exploration

inspires
future

astronomers
By Cortney Erndt

Throughout history, humans have 
looked up at the sky to navigate Earth’s vast 
oceans, create calendars, decide when crops 
should be planted, and question where we 
came from and how we got here. 

As our understanding of the universe 
progresses, we find our perspective even 
more entwined with the extraterrestrial. El-
ements found in stars, and the gas and dust 
that surround them, are the same elements 
that make up our own bodies. This con-
nection touches every student’s life, and 
the awe it inspires could launch the careers 
of our future astronauts, rocket scientists 
and engineers. 

In the 21st century, many students may take flying or 
travel to space for granted because these abilities have 
been possible their entire lifetimes. Smithsonian National 
Air and Space Museum shows students each of these 
milestones were major accomplishments and are the 
product of many years of hard work, experimentation, 
innovation and technological advances.

“It is awe inspiring,” said Caitlin Haugen, supervisory 
education specialist at the Smithsonian National Air and 
Space Museum. “We have a lot of very large artifacts in 
our collection. When you walk through the doors and 
experience them in person, you see firsthand how huge 

they are. The scale takes your breath away. Then you real-
ize the significance of those artifacts — they have been 
to space, around the world, broken records and are the 
product of countless cutting-edge technological advance-
ments — and it brings the sense of awe back once again.”

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum
866-868-7774
airandspace.si.edu/visit/educators

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum
  Washington, D.C.
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  Adler Planetarium
    Chicago, Illinois 

Adler Planetarium, America’s first planetarium, is a laborato-
ry, classroom and community. Each year, nearly 600,000 visitors 
experience the interactive exhibitions, live planetarium shows, 
minds-on STEM education programs and world-class collec-
tions.

The Adler casts students into the roles of scientists, engineers, 
astronauts and creative problem solvers with domed theaters, a 
selection of staff-facilitated activities and 60,000 square feet of 
exhibitions. 

“At the Adler, we inspire young people to ‘look up’ with us, 
explore the universe and discover the infinite possibilities in 
themselves,” said Jennifer Howell, senior manager of public rela-
tions at Adler Planetarium. “Human history is rich with people 
that have achieved what had once been considered impossible. 
By helping people feel a genuine connection to the universe, and 
to each other, we invite every student on the planet to dream 
impossible dreams and find ways to make them real together.”

Adler Planetarium
312-922-7827
adlerplanetarium.org

                  Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 
                  Museum Complex
                        New York, New York

The Space Shuttle Pavilion at Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Mu-
seum Complex is large, dark and cavernous. It houses the space 
shuttle Enterprise, the Soyuz TMA-6 capsule, several display cases 
about the beginning of the shuttle program, and a slate of tem-
porary exhibits and experiences. 

Students learn about prototype models from when Enterprise 
was being developed, as well as see images and videos from early 
tests.

“All of our 90-minute programs include a tour of the ship, 
where students learn about Intrepid’s connection to the space 
race, as well as a hands-on workshop component,” said Jennifer 
Elliott, educator at Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum. “Space 
exploration continues to grow in so many new and exciting ways, 
from NASA to SpaceX and beyond. And if flying isn’t your thing, 
many of the technologies developed for spaceflight have trickled 
down to become part of everyday life on Earth.”

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum Complex
646-381-5010
intrepidmuseum.org/groups

                 Kennedy Space Center
                 Visitor Complex
                       Merritt Island, Florida

An active spaceport, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 
is where students can get closer to NASA than anywhere else 
on the planet. The new Astronaut Training Experience Cen-
ter boasts the most high-tech, hands-on activities available at 
the visitor complex through two distinct programs: Astronaut 
Training Experience and Mars Base 1.

“Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex is designed to not 
only pique students’ interest, but to inspire the next generation 
of space explorers, including astronauts, scientists, engineers 
and launch directors,” said Rebecca Shireman, public relations 
and communications manager for Delaware North at Kennedy 
Space Center. “The immersive, ‘edutainment’-style activities and 
experiences at the visitor complex are an effective way for kids 
to learn about the future of NASA.”

Several youth education programs are offered, including 
Camp Kennedy Space Center, Overnight Adventure, annual 
programs for homeschoolers, Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts pro-
grams, as well as field trips.

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex
855-433-4210
kennedyspacecenter.com/groups

Kennedy Space Center

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum Complex
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Space Center Houston
 Houston, Texas

Space Center Houston aims to 
strengthen the future workforce and 
empower students with 21st-century 
skills that inspire the well-being of 

communities, the country and planet. Student 
programs are based on science, technology, 
engineering and math to encourage critical 
thinking and build a better understanding of 
the world. 

“Space exploration is more exciting than 
ever before,” said Daniel Newmyer, vice presi-
dent of education at Space Center Houston. 
“Discover the importance of space explora-
tion and learn how it delivers significant 
benefits to humanity, technological advance-
ment, global education and our economy. 
You can explore the real thing and walk in the 
footsteps of astronauts. See actual spacecraft, 
touch the moon and Mars, and board the 
NASA Tram Tour to go behind the scenes at 
Johnson Space Center.”

In addition, the Stars & STEM evening 
program provides engaging, hands-on 
activities designed to challenge and inspire. 
Programs fuel the imagination to ponder 
boundless “what if” and “why can’t we” ques-
tions. n

Space Center Houston
281-244-2100
spacecenter.org/
 education-programs

                    Evergreen Aviation
                    & Space Museum
                          McMinnville, Oregon

Bridging fascinating history and future innovation, Evergreen Avia-
tion & Space Museum covers topics from early flight to upcoming mis-
sions. Student visitors can participate in different facets of an aerospace 
mission, learn through interactive tours and hands-on activities, and 
meet professionals.

Next year, the museum will celebrate the 50th anniversary since the 
iconic Apollo missions, a legacy that has inspired people to reach the 
moon and beyond.  

“For as long as humanity has been around, we have been obsessed 
with the cosmos,” said Rob Zeh, marketing and creative director at 
Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum. “Our first calendars were created 
by studying the stars, and even now, as we send robots and people to the 
farthest reaches humanity has ever traveled, we are inspired by space. 
Space education is important because it is both our past and our future. 
Everyone can find something beautiful to study in it, whether it’s engi-
neering, physics, math or art.” 

Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum
503-434-4180
evergreenmuseum.org

– Daniel Newmyer, vice president of education 
at Space Center Houston.

“Space exploration is 
more exciting

than ever before.”

Space Center Houston

Nicole Hanusek

Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum
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FUN FACTS
French explorer Antoine de la Mothe 

Cadillac founded Fort Pontchartrain du 
Détroit, the future city of Detroit, in 1701. 
Located in southeast lower Michigan, 
the area developed into the state’s most 
populous city.

Detroit became known as the Motor 
City in the early 20th century after 
Henry Ford introduced an improved 
assembly line in 1913, revolutionizing 
the automotive industry and the 
manufacturing process.

“From American history, science 
and sports, to art and theater, Detroit’s 
variety of attractions offer several areas 
of study for students to experience,” 

said Jennifer Ollinger, Detroit Metro 
Convention & Visitors Bureau’s manager 
of domestic and international marketing. 
“Educators and tour operators also will 
find Detroit is more affordable than other 
big cities and is an easily accessible 
destination.”

It’s easy to understand Detroit’s 
marketing slogan, “It’s GO time.” The 
QLINE circulating streetcar opened 
last year and runs 3.3 miles up and 
down Woodward Avenue. And the new 
Little Caesar’s Arena is the center of 
The District Detroit — one of the largest 
sports and entertainment developments 
in the country. 

M i c h i g a n

5Stops

Detroit
• The Detroit Salt Company 
operates a major mine 1,200 feet 
below Detroit’s streets.

•Vernors, created by Detroit 
pharmacist James Vernor in the 
1860s, is one of the nation’s oldest 
soda pops still in production.

Vito Palmisano
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Detroit, Michigan

GO
Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History
313-494-5820
thewright.org

Detroit Institute of Arts
313-833-7981
dia.org

Detroit Zoo
248-541-5717, ext. 3800
detroitzoo.org

The Henry Ford
313-982-6001
thehenryford.org

Michigan Science Center
313-577-8400, ext. 435
mi-sci.org

ASK
Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau
313-202-1800
visitdetroit.com

5 STOPS

Michigan Science Center
MiSci inspires students through 

STEM in a creative, dynamic learning 
environment. The exterior of the Toyota 
Engineering 4D Theater features an 
interactive wall that allows students 
to engage in unique STEM activities. 
Inside, the theater delivers a four-
dimensional experience that engages 
multiple senses. With live stage shows, 
the DTE Sparks Theater, the Dassault 
Systèmes Planetarium, lab activities 
and 250-plus hands-on exhibits, there 
are many ways to customize a student-
group visit.

Detroit Institute of Arts 

Detroit Institute of Art’s collection 
encompasses about 66,000 works; 
more than 100 galleries present art 
from ancient to modern times. Students 
can see Diego Rivera’s powerful 
Detroit Industry murals. School trips 
are designed to spark students’ 
imaginations, encourage wonder and 
discovery, and invite comparisons and 
connections. The visits also challenge 
students to step outside the familiar to 
experience a diversity of cultures and 
perspectives, a hallmark of the institute. 

The Henry Ford
The Henry Ford works with educators 

to help them spark teaching innovation. 
The goal is to assist students in building 
the skills they need to be a 21st-century 
innovator. See John F. Kennedy’s limo, 
the Rosa Parks bus and thousands of 
iconic American artifacts in the Henry 
Ford Museum of American Innovation. 
Visit 83 historic buildings, artisans and 
presenters in Greenfield Village. Watch 
the assembly of a Ford F-150 pickup 
truck on the Ford Rouge Factory Tour.

Detroit Zoo
Detroit Zoo pioneered naturalistic 

habitats. The Polk Penguin Conservation 
Center gives students an insider’s 
perspective on the living and diving 
habits of penguins from above and 
below in a 25-foot-deep aquatic area. 
Other major exhibits are the “Arctic Ring 
of Life,” “Australian Outback Adventure,” 
“Great Apes of Harambee,” “National 
Amphibian Conservation Center,” 
“Holden Reptile Conservation Center” 
and the “Butterfly Garden.” Programs 
include inquiry and hands-on learning 
opportunities.

Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African 
American History

The world’s largest institution 
dedicated to the African-American 
experience houses more than 35,000 
artifacts and archival materials. 
Interactive programs and workshops 
provide aesthetic, interpretive and 
intellectual experiences, as well as 
learning opportunities. “And Still We 
Rise: Our Journey Through African 
American History and Culture” is the 
museum’s central experience.

M i c h i g a n

Clockwise from top left: Bill Bowen, DIA, Bill Bowen, Michigan Science Center, Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History
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Chicago
Illinois

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
BIOLOGY

LITERATURE

MATH

Permanent exhibits 
and special galleries at 
the American Writers 
Museum highlight and 

celebrate U.S. writers. The museum, 
which opened last year, offers a platform 
to learn about the cultural and historical 
significance of writing in America. 
Students also have the opportunity to 
learn about writing styles, writing habits 
of authors and new perspectives on 
writing.

As Chicago’s oldest 
museum, Peggy 
Notebaert Nature 
Museum knows a thing or 

two about science education. Students 
are immersed in nature and can get 
hands-on with turtles, snakes and 
insects. The museum has more than 
40 living animal species. In addition to 
its living collections, the museum has 
thousands of preserved specimens — 
from rare extinct species to common 
plants and animals. Experienced 
museum educators lead 14 indoor and 
outdoor hands-on workshops.

The new Chicago 
Architecture Center is 
home of the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation. 

New interactive exhibits reveal 
the stories behind both the city’s 
architectural marvels and breathtaking 
skyscrapers around the world. High 
school groups can book a foundation 
tour, such as Historic Treasures of 
Chicago’s Golden Age, Chicago Icons: 
Connecting Past and Present, or Historic 
Skyscrapers. Middle school tours and 
workshops also are available.

Choose Chicago
312-567-8510
choosechicago.com

Clockwise from top: American Writers Museum, Chicago Architecture Foundation (2), Clayton Hauck/Courtesy of Choose Chicago
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The Henry Ford
engages learners

The Henry Ford delivers a full inter-
disciplinary experience for students.

Science, technology and history con-
verge at the Dearborn, Michigan, history 
destination. Its venues — Henry Ford Mu-
seum of American Innovation, Greenfield 
Village and the Ford Rouge Factory Tour 
— explore the American experience of 
innovation, resourcefulness and ingenuity 
that helped shape the country.

Visiting students see Edison’s 19th-
century lab, sit on the bus where Rosa 
Parks innovated social transformation 
and tour an actual factory to see what 
innovation looks like today.

“The end goal of all of our learning 
experiences is not only to inspire students 
in the moment, but also to unleash their 
potential,” said Lucie Howell, director of 
learning and engagement at The Henry 
Ford. “We want them to take these stories 
beyond our gates and into their own lives 
and spaces.”

The reason the learning at The Henry 
Ford is so rich is because it is based on 
Henry Ford’s philosophy of learning by 
doing, Howell said.

Howell is passionate about profes-
sional development for educators. The 
Henry Ford regularly holds events and 
workshops offering overviews of its edu-
cational programs and products. 

In addition to school programs, stu-
dents can participate in a variety of rides 
at Greenfield Village. Students experience 
what transportation was like in early 
America by riding in a Model T or hop-
ping aboard the Weiser Railroad. 

Student groups are welcome to bring 
their own lunches to The Henry Ford. A 
student dining room is available by reser-
vation. Groups also can dine on site at the 
11 available dining venues. n

The Henry Ford
313-982-6001, press 1
thehenryford.org

The Henry Ford

Rose Parks bus,
Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation

Model T,
Greenfield Village



22 Winter 2018  •  GroupTour.com Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

GREAT LAKES

Outlets | Unique Shopping
Dining | History | Museums | Festivals

Parks | Holiday Entertainment & Events
Suggested Itineraries | Educational Fun!

Just 35 mi. south of Cleveland on I-71
www.visitmedinacounty.com | 800.869.2943

Armstrong Air & Space Museum expands
Armstrong Air & Space Museum, 

located in Wapakoneta, Ohio, chronicles 
Neil Armstrong’s life and achievements. 
On July 20, 1969, the Wapakoneta-native 
astronaut and aeronautical engineer 
became the first person to walk on the 
moon. Armstrong died in 2012.

The museum opened on July 20, 1972, 
three years to the day after Armstrong’s 
walk on the moon. A museum expansion 
is planned to coincide with the 50th an-
niversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing.

The expansion features a classroom 
with updated technology that can seat 
more than 50 students. The new classroom 
will double the museum’s current class-
room capacity, as well as expand program 
offerings for older students with its high 
school science classroom-style layout. 
Additional space inside the classroom 
promotes digital outreach, where educa-
tors will film programs that students may 
access online from any location. 

“We will have the advantage of imple-
menting STEAM-focused lessons while 
expanding the museum’s footprint across 
the nation,” said Christopher Moynihan, 
director of education.

Additionally, the expansion will 
include some updated exhibits on the 
north side of the museum, including the 
addition of F5D Skylancer cockpit; a new 
HVAC system; and updated infrastruc-
ture and concrete repairs to the existing 
building.

For student groups, the museum offers 
a guided tour, a short film and hands-on 

activities. Visitors see a moon rock, two 
full-size aircraft flown by Armstrong, the 
Gemini VIII space capsule, two of Arm-
strong’s spacesuits and artifacts from the 
Apollo 11 mission.

The museum is part of the Ohio Histo-
ry Connection’s statewide system of more 
than 50 historic, natural and archaeologi-
cal sites across the state. n

Armstrong Air & Space Museum
419-738-8811
armstrongmuseum.org Armstrong Air & Space Museum
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ONE OF National Geographic 
Traveler’s WORLD’S BEST 
PLACES TO VISIT IN 2018

Join in at This isCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:
Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org
Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org

WHAT YOU’VE HEARD 
ABOUT Cleveland 

is true.

Become a papermaker at Paper Discovery Center
The Paper Discovery Center in 

Appleton, Wisconsin, helps students 
integrate nature, art, science, technology 
and history.

Located in a historic paper mill over-
looking the Fox River, the center’s edu-
cation offerings include demonstrations 
and a staff-led papermaking activity.

“Nearly everyone’s favorite part of 
the visit is handmaking a sheet of paper,” 
said Maria Costello, executive director. 
“We use recycled paper to make the 
slurry to create new paper. Kids can add 
a variety of items to their sheet — old 
money, sparkles, confetti and old maps.”

With the slurry, a screen and a hand-
operated press, students make their own 
sheet of paper. 

Costello said students encounter a 
variety of hands-on learning opportuni-
ties at the center. For example, students 
participate in paper strength testing by 
stacking weights on various types of 

paper. They discover which papers are 
the strongest and why that is important. 
Most brown paper bags are designed to 
hold 80 pounds of weight.

The center works with its educators 
and education committee members — 
educators and paper industry experts — 

to create curriculum based on Wiscon-
sin standards. 

“Our team just finished new plans for 
our field trips based on greater hands-on 
needs in the area of science, technology, 
engineering, art and math education,” 
Costello said.

In 2019, the center will be completely 
remodeled. Plans call for a new, larger 
area designed specifically for school 
trips that is separate from the main floor 
with triple the paper lab space.

The center is working with corporate 
donors to bring a pirate ship to the cen-
ter, remaking its outdoor learning cen-
ter. Outdoor programs will be offered 
from early May through mid-October, 
weather dependent. n

Paper Discovery Center
920-380-7491
paperdiscoverycenter.org

Paper Discovery Center
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NEED A PLACE TO STAY IN 

OTTAWA?

613-520-5611 | meet@carleton.ca

conferenceservices.carleton.ca

ROOMS STARTING AT JUST 
$37 A NIGHT!

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE

NATURE

UP CLOSE AND
PERSONAL

240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

experience
the diefenbunker

A National Historic Site of Canada

diefenbunker.ca | 3929 Carp Rd, Carp, ON | 613-839-0007

It’s ‘game on’ at
The Children’s Museum
of Indianapolis

The new Riley Children’s Health 
Sports Legends Experience at The 
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis en-
compasses history, physical fitness and 
health education.

Outdoor and indoor elements are 
part of the $38.5 million exhibit, which 
opened last spring.

“We’ve tried to get our arms around 
health and fitness,” said Dr. Jeffrey H. 
Patchen, the museum’s president and 
CEO. “We came up with the idea of cre-
ating smaller environments inspired by 
real sports that purposely allow adults 
and children to play together without 
the requirement of winning a game or 
match.”

Old National Bank Sports Legends 
Avenue of Champions features 12 
bronze sculptures representing 16 sports 

legends who have inspiring stories and 
Indiana connections. 

Included in the outdoor sports 
experiences is The Pete and Alice Dye 
Golf Experience Presented by Henry 
and Christine Camferdam. Kids and 
grownups can practice putting skills or 
play a round on one of the two signature 
nine-hole putting courses designed by 
Pete and Alice Dye. The holes replicate 
some of the Dyes’ most famous course 
and hole designs.

Other outdoor experiences include 
baseball, basketball, football, hockey, 
soccer, tennis, racing and a fitness path 
and track. Inside, there’s the National 
Art Museum of Sport, the interactive 
“The World of Sport” and “History of 
Hoops.”

In addition to the new sports exhibit, 
the museum features five floors of inter-
active exhibits. 

The sports experience outdoor op-
tion must be purchased in addition to a 
museum student trip.

To visit the sports experience, 
schools must schedule a 30-minute pro-
gram. Three sports programs are offered 
each day. n 

The Children’s Museum
 of Indianapolis
317-334-4000
childrensmuseum.org

The Children’s Museum
of Indianapolis
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GregFrewinTheatre.com

2019 SEASON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Student Group Tour Magazine Insertion Date: December Issue Size: 4.75in x 2.25in  
Contact:  BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications

SHAWFEST.COM | 1-800-511-SHAW

13 plays including The Ladykillers, 
The Horse and His Boy, 
Brigadoon, Cyrano de Bergerac 
and The Glass Menagerie.

Julia Course and Yanna McIntosh in The Baroness and the Pig (2018). Photo by David Cooper.

Tim Carroll,
Artistic Director

Tim Jennings, 
Executive Director

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Craft a theater 
adventure at 
Shaw Festival 

Students experience the emotions 
and excitement of live theater at the 
Shaw Festival in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ontario, Canada. 

“Student groups attending the Shaw 
Festival are immersed in the world of 
live theatre,” said Wes Brown, senior 
manager of group sales and events at 
Shaw Festival. “We can offer a custom-
izable full day itinerary that includes 
workshops with theater professionals, 
backstage tours, picnic lunch and pre-
show talks and post show chats with 
actors.” 

The Shaw Festival offers a spe-
cial opportunity for students to get 
closer to the action with the Magician’s 
Nephew Workshop.

“In this actor-led workshop 
students will build a keepsake prop, 
create a soundscape, learn a song and 
discover what a Dream Detective is,” 
Brown said. “Our ever-popular Back-
stage Tour is the number one educa-
tional pairing to a Festival Theatre 
performance. This hourlong guided 
tour of the Festival Theatre reveals 
the secrets that bring our work to the 
stage. Along this journey students will 
experience the stage secrets in the trap 
room, dressing rooms, set storage and 
wardrobe where all our costumes are 
created.”

The Shaw Festival, established in 

1962, was inspired by the spirit of Irish 
playwright George Bernard Shaw. Now 
with 10 or more productions each year 
performed in four theaters for an au-
dience of more than 250,000, the Shaw 
Festival has grown to become a major 

Canadian cultural icon. n

Shaw Festival
800-511-7429
shawfest.com

The Children’s Museum
of Indianapolis

David Cooper
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TORONTO 
THEATRE

FEB 9–MAR 24, 2019
Princess of Wales Theatre

BEGINS MAR 2019
Royal Alexandra Theatre

416.593.4142
1.800.724.6420

for a complete line-up of shows!

ENHANCE YOUR VISIT!
Educational Enrichment 

Opportunities

Historical Theatre Tours

Workshops

Study Guides

Performance Opportunities 
(For Choral Groups)

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
ADDED FEES MAY APPLY.

NOW UNTIL JAN 20, 2019
Royal Alexandra Theatre

Moves to THE ELGIN THEATRE
from FEB 5–SEP 1, 2019

THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

Discover Lincoln in Springfield
Abraham Lincoln loved Springfield, 

Illinois. In Springfield, he served in the 
legislature, opened a law firm, met and 
married Mary Todd, raised a family, 
won a seat in the U.S. Congress and was 
elected the 16th U.S. president.

The team at the Springfield Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau helps educators 
put together tours based on Lincoln.

“Each year, Springfield welcomes 
well over 100,000 school children to 
discover the legacy of Abraham Lincoln 
and learn more about the Illinois State 
Capitol,” said Jeff Berg, tourism manager 
for the Springfield Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau.

Berg noted the bureau has a student 
group tour specialist available to answer 
questions about Springfield and the 
services offered, ensuring students have 
a memorable experience.

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum tells Lincoln’s story 
through old-fashioned scholarship and 
modern technology. Besides traditional 
exhibits, the museum uses eye-catching 
special effects and storytelling tech-
niques. 

Lincoln Home National Historic Site 

preserves the only home Lincoln owned. 
The Greek Revival house was construct-
ed in 1839 and has been restored to its 
1860 appearance. 

The first legislative session was held 
at the Illinois State Capitol in Spring-
field in 1877. The building, topped by a 
405-foot dome, is the center of Illinois 
government. 

Student tours of Lincoln attractions 
should be arranged through the Spring-
field CVB.

“In coordination with the Springfield 
CVB, our historic sites and attractions 
work to provide excellent experiences 
for students, including specialized pro-
gramming,” Berg said. “For example, 
sites including the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum, Illinois State 
Museum and New Salem offer educa-
tional resources and scavenger hunts. 
The Illinois State Military Museum will 
do a specific time period/dress in period 
costume, if requested.” n

Springfield Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
217-789-2360
visitspringfieldillinois.com

Springfield CVB

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
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Yankee Air Museum sparks
thought and imagination

Students learn about aviation, history 
and science at Yankee Air Museum. 
The museum in Belleville, Michigan, is 
located near the last remaining building 
of the Willow Run Bomber Plant.

“The variety of options we offer al-
lows students to get many touch points 
of learning while visiting our site,” said 
Corrina Strecker, senior education 
manager. “Not only will they be able to 
see airplanes and historic artifacts up 
close, but they also can participate in a 
lab class. This allows them to make con-
nections to their real lives and the things 
they have seen in the museum.”

Students take a docent-led tour of the 
museum and also can experience one of 
the hands-on science labs. Through the 
museum’s Unity in Learning partnership 
with the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 
and Leslie Science & Nature Center, 
these 50-minute lab workshops allow 
students to take a deep dive into areas of 
science such as engineering, physics or 
wind energy. 

Other options include viewing one 
of the museum’s historic movies or 
experiencing the thrill of flight in the 
museum’s simulators.

The goal, Strecker said, is to bring 
science, technology, engineering and 
math into the hands and minds of 
students. Getting students excited about 
these subjects can lead to exciting ca-
reers in aviation and beyond.

“Students are always inspired by get-
ting to see airplanes up close,” Strecker 
said. “By touching them, they can really 
understand their relatively large size. To 
take this inspiration and grow it even 
further by teaching them about the 
physics of flight in our lab classes has al-
ways been a personal highlight for me.”

Volunteer docents come from a vari-
ety of backgrounds, such as engineering, 
military and education. They each bring 
their own perspective and stories, which 

help bring the exhibits to life. Giving 
students a new perspective, idea or bit 
of knowledge about a familiar object, 
like an airplane, can spur creativity and 
innovative thinking.

“Sparking thought and inspiring 
imagination is what we are always striv-
ing for,” Strecker said. n

Yankee Air Museum
734-205-9543
yankeeairmuseum.org

Yankee Air Museum
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FUN FACTS
Just a half-hour drive northwest of 

Boston lies the Greater Merrimack Valley. 
There is an undeniable spirit there — the 
same spirit that gave birth to this country. 
Each of the region’s 21 towns and cities 
has its own unique charm.

 “Group tour leaders consistently 
make the Greater Merrimack Valley a 
destination for their Massachusetts-
based itineraries,” said Tom Fitzmaurice, 
executive director at Greater Merrimack 
Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
“Our region offers unparalleled access 
to world-renowned assets, but it’s also 
just a short drive to downtown Boston, 
Salem and less than hour to Plymouth. 

Our location and affordability have 
helped us welcome thousands of tour 
operators to the region annually.”  

The Greater Merrimack Valley is 
home to two national parks that tell the 
story of two different revolutions: the 
American Revolution and the Industrial 
Revolution. The region also has literary 
connections with Henry David Thoreau, 
Louisa May Alcott and Jack Kerouac.

With so much diversity of student 
group offerings in the Greater Merrimack 
Valley, tour operators and educators will 
be pressed to fit everything the region 
offers in just one itinerary.

M a s s a c h u s e t t s

5Stops

Greater Merrimack VALLEY 

• UMass Lowell features a Baseball 
Research Center, which performs 
research for many baseball leagues 
and sporting goods manufacturers, 
like MLB and Little League Baseball.

• The 125-mile Merrimack River is 
a drinking water source for more 
than a half million people.

NPS 
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deCordova Sculpture 
Park and Museum

The largest park of its kind in New 
England, deCordova Sculpture Park 
and Museum encompasses 30 acres in 
Lincoln, providing a constantly changing 
landscape of large-scale, outdoor, 
modern and contemporary sculptures, 
and site-specific installations. The park 
plays host to more than 60 works, the 
majority of which are on loan to the 
museum. Guided museum tours last 
approximately 45 minutes and can be 
arranged for groups of 10–100.

Liberty Ride 
Students board a classic trolley for a 

guided tour through historic Lexington and 
Concord. On the ride along the scenic 
Battle Road, a costumed guide recounts 
the events of April 19, 1775 — the battles 
of Lexington and Concord, which were the 
first battles of the American Revolutionary 
War. The 90-minute tours depart from 
Lexington Visitors Center. Sites on the 
route include Lexington Battle Green, 
Minute Man National Historical Park and 
North Bridge. Customized tours and step-
on guides are available.

Tsongas Industrial 
History Center

Activities and tours at Tsongas 
Industrial History Center in Lowell focus 
on the American Revolution. Students 
learn to weave, work on an assembly line 
or become inventors. Science lessons 
include using the engineering design 
process, manipulating simple machines, 
creating canal systems and discovering 
river clean-up techniques. The center 
is a partnership between the University 
of Massachusetts Lowell College of 
Education and the National Park Service 
at Lowell National Historical Park.

Concord Museum
Concord history shines at the Concord 

Museum, where students can participate 
in guided tours and programs. Students 
explore the world of Henry Thoreau, cook 
over an open hearth, analyze artifacts 
and documents as primary sources 
and solve dilemmas as 18th-century 
citizens. The Authors Tour takes students 
on an interactive journey focused on 
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David 
Thoreau. Museum highlights include the 
lantern from Paul Revere’s famous ride, 
Henry David Thoreau’s desk from Walden 
Pond and Ralph Waldo Emerson’s study.

Minute Man National
Historical Park

The opening battle of the American 
Revolution is brought to life at 
Minute Man National Historical Park. 
Students can explore the battlefields 
and structures associated with April 
19, 1775, and witness the American 
revolutionary spirit through the writings 
of the Concord authors. Ranger-guided, 
curriculum-based education programs 
are offered in the fall and spring. A 
multimedia theater program, The Road 
To Revolution, provides students with an 
introduction to the park’s story. 

Greater Merrimack Valley
GO
Concord Museum
978-369-9763, ext. 214
concordmuseum.org

deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum
781-259-3603 
decordova.org

Liberty Ride 
339-223-5623
tourlexington.us

Minute Man National Historical Park 
978-318-7829
nps.gov/mima

Tsongas Industrial History Center
978-970-5080
uml.edu/tsongas

ASK
Greater Merrimack Valley Convention
  & Visitors Bureau 
978-459-6150
merrimackvalley.org/group-tours

5 STOPS

Clockwise from top left: NPS, Kyle Klein, Concord Museum, deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum, NPS
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Students can touch history 
at Fort Adams, a National 
Historic Landmark. Built 
between 1824 and 1857, 

and active through World War II, Fort 
Adams is the most complex coastal 
fortification in North America, with 
extensive land and sea defenses. 
Hourly tours take students atop the 
fort’s walls for scenic views of Newport 
Harbor and deep into the underground 
listening tunnels.

Discover Newport 
401-845-9119
discovernewport.org

This International Tennis 
Hall of Fame features a 
collection of memorabilia, 
art and video from the 

14th century through today, housed 
within the Victorian architecture at the 
1880 Newport Casino. Interactive, 
educational experiences include a 
touch-table in which students can 
“serve” tennis trivia questions back 
and forth; video walls in which they 
can select and watch match highlights; 
and a “Call the Match” broadcast 
experience.

Newport
Rhode Island

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
SOCIAL STUDIES

PHYS-ED

HISTORY

Journey to Newport 
Mansions and participate 
in audio tours at The 
Breakers, The Elms, 

Marble House and Rosecliff. The 
tours give students a new and unique 
perspective on the lives of those 
who lived and worked in the grand 
mansions. In addition, the Newport 
Mansions offer guided experiences 
and immersive programs, like Beneath 
The Breakers, a domestic technology 
tour; the Servant Life Tour at The Elms; 
and the Marble House Mythology Tour.

Clockwise from top left: Discover Newport (2), Fort Adams Trust, Ira Kerns/PSNC, Preservation Society of Newport County, Gavin Ashworth/PSNC
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Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum 
shares key time in history

At the Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum, students relive The Boston Tea 
Party and its immediate aftermath. The 
floating museum takes students back to 
1773–1775 with actors, tea-throwing re-
enactments, interactive exhibits, authen-
tic replica ships and a multi-sensory film.

“Student groups will really see, hear 
and experience history at the Boston Tea 
Party Ships & Museum,” said Shawn P. 
Ford, executive director. “We love work-
ing with student groups and teaching 
them in a fun and interactive way about 
history. The museum is a museum of ex-
perience, led by costumed actors, versus 
a museum filled with artifacts.” 

The Boston Tea Party Ships & Mu-
seum is situated over the same body of 
water where The Boston Tea Party took 
place 245 years ago. The museum tells 

the story of the events leading up to and 
immediately after December 16, 1773.

During a tour, students join Samuel 
Adams and other Sons and Daughters of 
Liberty through an interactive, Colonial 
town meeting, then onto a historically 
accurate replica vessel to “dump the 
tea” into Boston’s historic waters. Below 
deck, they learn about life at sea during 
the 18th century.

Inside the museum, students listen to 
holographs of two women debating their 
opposing views the day after The Boston 
Tea Party occurred, and experience 
actual heated written correspondence 
come to life between King George III 
and Samuel Adams. A newly expanded 
exhibit, which opened earlier this year, 
displays a vial of tea believed to be from 
The Boston Tea Party. On loan for 10 

years from Old North Foundation of 
Boston, the vial of tea is on display in 
conjunction with the Robinson Half 
Chest, the only known surviving tea 
chest from The Boston Tea Party. n

 
Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum
617-531-6241
bostonteapartyship.com

Liberty Ride Let us 
customize your visit along 
the historic Battle Road 
through Lexington and 
Concord as costumed 
guides recount the events 
of April 19, 1775 and the 
literary legacy that defined 
American identity and 
culture. Rich in cultural 
activities from concerts to 
historic reenactments, today’s 
Lexington offers something 
for everyone. Trolley and step-
on guide service available 
year-round. Departs from 
1875 Massachusetts Ave, 
Lexington, MA 
339.223.5623 
www.libertyride.us

Lowell National 
Historical Park Discover 
the continuing revolution. 
Lowell’s water-powered 
textile mills catapulted the 
nation – including immigrant 
families and early female 
factory workers – into an 
uncertain new industrial 
era. Nearly 200 years later, 
the changes that began 
in Lowell make it a living 
monument to the dynamic 
human story of the Industrial 
Revolution. Call us today to 
customize your hands-on 
group tour to bring the park 
to life.
978.970.5000 
www.nps.gov/lowe

The Inn at Hastings 
Park Enjoy boutique 
accommodations just 
15 miles outside of Boston. 
We feature charming 
rooms, an award-winning 
restaurant & an ideal 
location near top 
attractions. Whether 
you’re planning an 
intimate family gathering, 
a reception for your 
wedding, or a fully-tailored 
corporate function, The 
Inn at Hastings Park will 
be an unforgettable affair. 
2027 Massachusetts Ave, 
Lexington, MA.
781.301.6660
www.innathastingspark.com

Visit the region where 
freedom began – 
scenic guided tours of 
historic Lexington and 
Concord MA, guided 
boat tours through 
Lowell’s hand-dug 
canals that powered 
the mills in the 19th 
century, art exhibits 
and galleries, cultural 
cuisine, ethnic festivals, 
live entertainment and 
New England charm 
await you in the Greater 
Merrimack Valley!

Just 30 minutes northwest of Boston, Massachusetts!
The Greater Merrimack Valley is Great for Groups!

Artistry on the Green 
Award-winning Lexington 
restaurant with a simple 
approach – to use fresh, 
seasonal ingredients 
and innovative cooking 
techniques to create 
delicious menus that 
showcase classic New 
England favorites with an 
inspired twist. Join us for 
all occasions, from a 
romantic, fine dining 
experience to a spirited 
gathering of family and 
friends.
2027 Massachusetts Ave, 
Lexington, MA.
781.301.6655
www.innathastingspark.com

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum
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•  3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly  
biodiesel or historic steam trains. 

•   Courier’s Favorite Scenic Railroad
•  Free admission to the NEW 

Observatory Museum at the summit

  

Group Sales 603-278-5550 

OPEN 4/26/14- 1/1/15 •  thecog.com        
Base Station Rd, Marshfield Station, NH  

(6 mi. from Rt. 302 & Bretton Woods)

   an AMAZING ADVENTURE 
to the top of NEW ENGLAND’S 

              HIGHEST PEAK!

A NATIONAL 
HISTORIC

ENGINEERING
LANDMARK 

The WORLD’S FIRSTmountain-climbing  
COG RAILWAY and the ONLY ONE

east of the Rockies!

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

         
 An EPIC “Must Do” 
New England ADVENTURE
                          The HIGHEST PEAK in the Northeast 

       ONLY cog railway east of the Rockies

     NEW!  Railway STEM museum at base

Contact Group Sales at 603-278-2259 
OR groupsales@thecog.com

OPEN APRIL- NOV  •  thecog.com        
Base Rd, Mount Washington, NH     

       (6 mi. from Rt. 302 & Bretton Woods)

Special  
Rates for
 Student
Groups!

The Maritime Aquarium presents Long Island Sound
 Sharks, seals, jellies, river otters 

and sea turtles are just a few of the 300 
species represented at The Maritime 
Aquarium in Norwalk, Connecticut. The 
aquarium inspires students to appreci-
ate and protect the Long Island Sound 
ecosystem, as well as the global environ-
ment, through living exhibits, marine 
science and environmental education.

“Maritime Aquarium is a really 
special place,” said Tom Nailman, the 
aquarium’s director of education and 
volunteers. “It’s a great place for this age 
group (middle and high school stu-
dents) and is one of the few aquariums 
focused largely on the ecosystem in 
our backyard, the Long Island Sound. 
A good part of our collection draws on 
animals of Long Island Sound.” 

All of The Maritime Aquarium’s stu-
dent programs are designed to support 
Next Generation Science (NGSS) and 
Common Core State (CCSS) standards. 

“We’re re-
ally proud of the 
course catalog,” 
Nailman said. “We 
have a really great 
roster of pro-
grams.” 

In the Aquari-
um Careers Tour, 
students learn 
about the many 
careers that are 
involved in mak-
ing The Maritime 
Aquarium a great 
place for visitors and the animals that 
live there. The tours take students to the 
“Ocean Beyond the Sound” exhibit — 
with its 7-foot sharks — and includes a 
visit to the “Fish Kitchen” to learn how 
aquarists meet the nutritional needs of 
more than 1,000 animals every day.

In Shark Anatomy and Evolution, 
students work in groups to dissect small 
sharks and investigate adaptations.

In addition to indoor programs, The 
Maritime Aquarium’s offerings extend 
into the Sound. Aboard the research 
vessel R/V Spirit of the Sound, students 
learn about the marine world and sci-
entific inquiry. Nailman said being out 
on the water is often a favorite aspect for 

students.   
“It’s not uncommon to get students 

who haven’t been on a boat before — it’s 
hands-on science in action,” Nailman 
said. 

The Study Cruise course catalog 
includes AP Environmental Science, 
Oceanography, Seal-Spotting & Birding 
and Marine Life.

The aquarium also offers Field Pro-
grams for students, which take place at 
local beaches. n

The Maritime Aquarium
203-852-0700, ext. 2270
maritimeaquarium.org

 Maritime Aquarium
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A M E R I C A 400
1620-2020

History in a 
new light!
plimoth.org

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum
We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

19 1/2 Washington Square North 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

i

978.744.1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1  12/19

Open Year Round

Translated into  French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Japanese, 

Cantonese & Mandarin

Plimoth Plantation
connects students
to country’s
early beginnings 

Plimoth Plantation, a living history 
museum in Plymouth, Massachusetts, is 
a success story when it comes to finding 
new ways to tell a familiar story — and in 
connecting with student groups.  

“The story that this museum tells is 
familiar to many people, but nowhere 
else is it presented so authentically and in 
such rich detail,” said Sarah Rose, deputy 
director of museum education and out-
reach at Plimoth Plantation. “We provide 
multiple ways for the public to engage, 
enter into and connect with the earliest 
beginnings of America.” 

The sights, sounds and smells of the 
17th century come alive at the plantation, 
which shares the stories of the Wampa-
noag People and the Colonial English. 
Sites include the 17th-century English 
Village, Wampanoag Homesite and the 
Plimoth Gristmill.  

“One of the many highlights of our 
living museum is the Wampanoag Home-
site,” Rose said. “Here, guests experience 
the traditions, lifeways, and culture of the 
Native people who have lived in our area 
for more than 10,000 years.”

Another site is Mayflower II, Plimoth 
Plantation’s full-scale reproduction of 
the tall ship that brought Pilgrims to 
Plymouth in 1620. The ship is currently 
receiving a full restoration and will be 

back on view in 2020.
“The years ahead present exciting 

opportunities for student groups as we 
celebrate some significant milestones and 
anniversaries, including the return of the 
fully restored Mayflower II, the com-
memoration of the 400th anniversary of 
the Pilgrims’ arrival to New England’s 
shores in 2020 and the 400th anniversary 
of the harvest feast now known as the 
first Thanksgiving,” Rose said. 

Student groups visiting Plimoth Plan-
tation can participate in guided tours, 
workshops and even overnight trips. 

“Student group tour operators love 
Plimoth Plantation as a destination 
because we aim to make the experience 
engaging, seamless and customizable,” 
Rose said. “Whether the group is inter-
ested in performance, STEM or history, 
we have programs to meet their needs. 
Our Eat Like a Pilgrim option is popular 
with groups; students dine as the Pilgrims 
would have and learn from a modern 
guide.” n

Plimoth Plantation
508-746-1622, ext. 8358
plimoth.org

Plimoth Plantation
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WORKI NG WITH TH E MASTERS
 Let Our Musicians INSPIRE Your Students! 
M A ST E RC L A S S E S
These customizable classes offer 
ensembles the chance to receive expert 
coaching from a Boston Symphony or 
Boston Pops musician based on music 
you select. From Pep bands to chamber 
choirs, let our musicians guide your 
ensemble to a new level of performance!

Ticket purchase to a Boston Symphony or 
Boston Pops performance is required in 
order to participate in the Working With 
the Masters Program at Symphony Hall.

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
Learn what it takes to be a professional 
musician in these lecture-style classes. 
Aspiring musicians gain an understanding 
of the professional orchestral world 
from members of the Boston Symphony 
and Boston Pops Orchestras as they 
share their knowledge of the audition 
process, their instruments, performance, 
and practice. These popular workshops 
include an open Q&A session in addition 
to a performance of short excerpts.

bso.org • 617-638-9345

Mystic Aquarium 
inspires through 
conservation

 As one of the nation’s leading aquari-
ums, Mystic Aquarium in Stonington, 
Connecticut, features more than 300 spe-
cies and an extensive collection of marine 
mammals. Student groups can explore 
11 acres of indoor and outdoor exhibits, 
which offer hands-on investigations of 
sharks, rays and invertebrates, as well as 
other immersive experiences.

“Mystic Aquarium offers a menu of 
exciting classroom programs to choose 
from that help address the Next Gen-
eration Science Standards with options 
that are 45-minutes to two-hours-long 
‘Researcher for a Day’ labs,” said Amy 
Gollenberg, Mystic Aquarium’s director 
of school programs. “From ecosystem 
dynamics to molecular biology, all classes 
are inquiry-based, encouraging students to 

work together to address questions about 
fascinating phenomena, and all for a very 
nominal fee.”

A typical student visit to the aquarium 
ranges from two to four hours, depending 
on what programs the group participates 
in. 

A Mystic Aquarium must-see is the 
California Sea Lion Show in the Foxwoods 

Marine Theater, which is included with 
general admission.

“Other ‘must-sees’ include narrated 
animal feeding and training sessions 
and new exhibits,” Gollenberg said. “We 
recommend that chaperones take photos 
of the animal feed times on the scroll-
ing kiosk upon entry, so they can plan 
their route to include at least one. Mystic 
Aquarium adds exciting and innovative 
exhibits every year.” 

Aquarium staff can customize student 
visits to the needs of the group.

“We can tailor packages to include 
half-day to multiday intensives, meals and 
even a school overnight,” Gollenberg said. 
“Yes, sleep alongside sharks, rays and fish 
at Mystic Aquarium. Programming also 
can include field studies nearby along the 
shore of the Long Island Sound.”

Throughout a visit to the aquarium, 
students will witness its mission: to inspire 
people to care for and protect the ocean 
planet through conservation, education 
and research.

“Information on our conservation 
and research projects are highlighted 
throughout the campus, and with our 
intimate setting, staff and volunteers are 
readily available to answer questions 
about our animals and aquarium careers,” 
Gollenberg said. “We hope students leave 
feeling inspired and empowered to make a 
difference.” n

Mystic Aquarium
860-572-5955, ext. 520
mysticaquarium.org/fun-learning

Courtesy of Mystic Aquarium
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Located in Boston’s 
historic Back Bay.

Blending comfort and  
convenience with affordability!

Email or call Gregg Bolduc:   
gbolduc@midtownhotel.com | 617-369-6285    

220 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115  
www.midtownhotel.com   

Walking distance to all that Boston 
has to offer. Make your stay in Boston 

convenient, and affordable. For our 
guaranteed lowest available rate visit our 
website, where you’ll find great savings 

and packages throughout the year!

We look forward to seeing you!

The

Vintage vacationland awaits students 
at Boothbay Railway Village

At Boothbay Railway Village, students 
go back in history to the days before 
smartphones, Instagram and Netflix, to a 
time when “new technology” meant trains, 
Model-Ts and refrigerators. 

The outdoor history museum and 
re-created Maine town in Boothbay cov-
ers more than 30 acres and depicts the 
rural Maine lifestyle of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The museum also operates a 
fleet of steam and diesel locomotives, 
along with vintage and replicas of Maine 
narrow gauge rolling stock, on two-foot 
gauge track. 

“Everyone who visits gets to explore 
more than two dozen exhibits that il-
lustrate what life was like for Mainers 
from about 1850 to 1950,” said Margaret 
Hoffman, executive director at Boothbay 
Railway Village. “We have simple objects 
like 600 salt and pepper shakers, and we 
have complex machines including more 
than 60 automobiles. Most guests love the 
train ride, because Americans in general 
have little experience with trains today. 
We also can arrange for Model T rides and 

a short program on Henry Ford and the 
impact he had on manufacturing.” 

Student groups learn about technolo-
gies like steam engines and the automo-
bile, and how those inventions changed 
life along the coast of Maine. The re-creat-
ed village includes historically significant 
structures like the circa 1847 Boothbay 
Town Hall, the earliest structure on the 
museum grounds; and a replica one-room 
schoolhouse. 

“Most student groups (middle and 
high school) will work with one of the 
traditional artists in our Artisan Days 
program on a hands-on experience during 
a visit,” Hoffman said. “It could be making 
a nail in the forge or trying their hand at 
carding/spinning wool into usable fiber. 
We also can do behind-the-scenes tours 
in our restoration shop where we restore 
vintage steam locomotives, rail cars, etc.” 

Customized student visits should be 
arranged at least a month in advance. 

“We’re a small museum and we love 
the opportunity to customize experi-
ences with tour operators and educators,” 
Hoffman said. “We have a few canned 
programs, but the really cool thing about 
Boothbay Railroad Village is how much 
opportunity there is to think outside the 
box and invent a completely new program 
to meet your needs.” n

Boothbay Railway Village
207-633-4727
railwayvillage.org

Boothbay Railway Village 
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FUN FACTS
History, adventure and outdoor 

discoveries draw student groups to 
Valley Forge and Montgomery County, 
located halfway between New York City 
and Washington, D.C. 

“Valley Forge and Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania, is the ultimate 
student-group destination,” said Marc 
Kaminetsky, CTIS, director of sports, 
tourism and convention sales for the 
Valley Forge Tourism & Convention 
Board. “Students can immerse in 
history while also enjoying some of the 
adrenaline-rushing adventures such as 
indoor skydiving at iFly and zip lining at 
Elmwood Park Zoo. Being only 18 miles 

from Center City Philadelphia, Valley 
Forge is a must for all student groups 
coming to the area.” 

As one of the country’s most 
historically significant destinations, 
Valley Forge itself is an ideal history 
lesson. History marches off the page 
at historic sites that stretch beyond 
the well-known Valley Forge National 
Historical Park, including historic 
properties and architectural gems.  

History is just one component of the 
Valley Forge area. Students also will find 
a vibrant arts and culture scene, miles 
of outdoor trails, a zoo and adventure 
attractions. 

P e n n s y l v a n i a

5Stops

Valley Forge

• Washington’s Headquarters in 
Valley Forge National Historical Park 
is an original structure from the time 
of the encampment. 

• In terms of retail space, Valley 
Forge is home to one of the largest 
shopping malls in the United States, 
King of Prussia Mall. 

Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board
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The John James 
Audubon Center
at Mill Grove

Explore 175 acres of landscape 
and enjoy interpretive demonstrations 
with live great horned owls and red-
tailed hawks. The center continually 
inspires students with natural history 
and art. While on-site, it’s easy to see 
how Mill Grove fed Audubon’s interest in 
ornithology, especially when gliding in a 
canoe on the placid Perkiomen Creek. 
Students can enjoy birding, hiking and 
walking on the center’s miles of trails.

Elmwood Park Zoo
A 90-year-old institution, Elmwood Park 

Zoo is anything but old-fashioned. The zoo 
maintains a collection of more than 100 
species from all over the globe. Animal 
encounters are designed for maximum 
viewing, and educators frequently take to 
the pathways with friendly, furry creatures 
by their sides. Students can eat at Treetop 
Café before hand-feeding a burly bison or 
a gentle giraffe. Throw some exhilaration 
into the curriculum at the on-site Treetop 
Adventures, a zip line that sends students 
soaring right over the animal enclosures. 

Valley Forge National 
Historical Park

The fascinating story of the 
Continental Army and its quest for liberty 
is embodied by the encampment at 
Valley Forge National Historical Park, 
which offers tours on bus and on foot. 
For a unique perspective, saddle up for a 
guided bicycle trip of its 3,500 acres. The 
pathways are paved, and the scenery — 
especially in spring and fall — is stunning. 
The park honors and celebrates the ability 
of citizens to pull together and overcome 
adversity during extraordinary times.

iFly King of Prussia 
Keep the adrenaline racing at iFly 

King of Prussia, the area’s newest thrill. 
It’s indoor skydiving, meaning it has all the 
freedom of flight without the need for an 
airplane or parachute. The iFly staff can 
augment a visit with educational content 
and on-site catering. The company’s 
STEM program uses a state-of-the-art 
vertical wind tunnel to inspire and educate 
students. Educators guide students 
through an interactive presentation, demos 
in the wind tunnel and grade-appropriate 
lab activities.  

Peter Wentz Farmstead
The impressive history of Peter 

Wentz Farmstead — especially its status 
as a two-time headquarter for Gen. 
Washington — is reason enough to 
visit. The site, on the National Register 
of Historic Places, offers educational 
programs that focus on the architecture, 
crafts, customs and furnishings of the 
period. The Back to Our Roots Program 
gives students an extended tour of 
the farm area to learn about the use 
and preservation of food. The program 
continues in the Summer Kitchen where 
students experience period cooking.

Valley Forge 
GO
Elmwod Park Zoo
610-277-3825, ext. 235
elmwoodparkzoo.org

iFly King of Prussia
610-595-4359
iflyworld.com/king-of-prussia

The John James Audubon Center 
 at Mill Grove
610-666-5593, ext. 109 
johnjames.audubon.org 

Peter Wentz Farmstead
610-584-5104
peterwentzfarmsteadsociety.org

Valley Forge National Historical Park
610-783-1066
nps.gov/vafo

ASK
Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board
610-834-1550
valleyforge.org

5 STOPS

Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board
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Frederick
Maryland

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
HISTORY

BIOLOGY

PERFORMING ARTS

The Catoctin Wildlife 
Preserve and Zoo 
allows each guest to get 
as close to the animals 

as safety permits. Students can feel 
the silky soft fur of the chinchilla or 
see the muscles in a jaguar’s legs 
as he prowls within his naturalistic 
habitat. The zoo’s 50 wooded and 
landscaped acres contain the likes of 
Asian tigers, South American jaguars, 
macaws, lemurs and dingoes.

Follow in the footsteps 
of soldiers and surgeons 
to discover the harsh 
conditions, personal 

sacrifices and brilliant innovations of 
Civil War medicine — innovations that 
continue to save lives today. Located 
in Downtown Frederick, the National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine 
offers two floors of extensive, world-
class exhibits and behind-the-scenes 
experiences. Students can even 
try their hands at both 1860s and 
modern triage to understand the fast-
paced and tough decisions medical 
professionals make to create order in 
chaos and save lives.

Experience backstage 
magic! Built in 1926 as a 
silent movie palace, The 
Weinberg Center for 

the Arts reflects the evolution of both 
the film industry and Frederick County. 
Led by an experienced tour 
guide, students discover art deco 
architectural details, local theatrical 
lore and backstage areas normally 
off-limits to the public.

Visit Frederick 
301-600-4047
visitfrederick.org

Clockwise from top left: Visit Frederick (2), Plaid Photo, C. Kurt Holder, Visit Frederick
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MID-ATLANTIC

Hands-on educational programs at the Catoctin Wildlife 
Preserve and Zoo, savor historic group dining in charming 
Downtown Frederick and follow in history’s footsteps at the 
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.

VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929

601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

One of the Top Ten 
Science Centers in the U.S. 

 – Parent’s Magazine

Maryland Science Center

Three floors of hands-on exhibits, 

live science, digital planetarium 

and IMAX films all under one roof.

9/11 Memorial & Museum challenges 
students’ critical thinking

Located on eight of the World Trade 
Center site’s 16 acres in New York City, 
the 9/11 Memorial & Museum is a 
place to remember and honor the 2,983 
people killed in the horrific attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, and Feb. 26, 1993. School 
programs and tours help students con-
nect to tragedies that occurred before 
they were born. 

“The world that young people are 
inheriting was irrevocably altered and 
continues to be impacted by the 9/11 
attacks, so understanding the history and 
legacy of this event will help them make 
sense of the world as they move toward 
adulthood,” said Jennifer Lagasse, assistant 
director of education programs at the 9/11 
Memorial & Museum.

The 9/11 Memorial consists of two re-
flecting pools formed in the footprints of 
the original Twin Towers, surrounded by 

hundreds of swamp white oak trees. Each 
pool is about an acre in size. The memo-
rial consists of 2,983 names, honoring 
the 2,977 people killed at the three attack 
sites on Sept. 11, 2001, and the six people 
killed in the Feb. 26, 1993, bombing at 
the World Trade Center.

The 9/11 Memorial Museum tells the 
story of the events through artifacts, first-
person accounts and multimedia displays. 
Its 110,000 square feet of exhibition space 
displays more than 900 personal and 
monumental objects. The museum also 
explores the global impact of 9/11 and its 
continuing significance.

“The two most effective strategies we’ve 
found [for student groups] are using per-
sonal stories to translate what seems like 
an abstract historical event into something 
that happened to individuals with unique 
lives and stories,” Lagasse said. “And the 

second is making connections to the pres-
ent day to help students understand how 
9/11 is relevant to them personally. For 
example, in our programs, we give them 
the space to debate current issues such as 
the balance between national security and 
civil liberties while showing them how 
they connect to 9/11.” n

9/11 Memorial & Museum
212-266-5200
911memorial.org

Jim Lee

The Last Column,
Foundation Hall, 
9/11 Memorial & Museum 
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Radio City Music Hall dazzles
with tours, entertainment

 As an integral part of the heart and 
soul of New York City, and with a mar-
quee spanning an entire city block, Ra-
dio City Music Hall is the largest indoor 
theater in the world. It’s the building’s 
grandeur that strikes student groups 
the most when visiting this national 
landmark. 

“What usually surprises students the 
most is the immense size of the build-
ing,” said Darren Pfeffer, executive vice 
president of MSG Live, which sets stra-
tegic direction for experiences at Radio 
City Music Hall. “Their eyes light up 
when they enter the Grand Foyer, and 
even more so when they see the nearly 
6,000-seat theater.”

The music hall opened its doors in 
1932 and has been entertaining guests 
ever since, with premier events, films, 
concerts and theatricals. Some of the 

biggest names in entertainment have 
graced its stage, including Tony Bennett, 
Lady Gaga, Coldplay, Jason Mraz, Alicia 
Keys, Dave Matthews Band, Aretha 
Franklin and Paul Simon.

“Most students know Radio City 
Music Hall because of the major events 
that have been held in the venue, such as 
the Tony Awards and the MTV VMAs,” 
Pfeffer said. “We hope they take away 
the importance of Radio City’s his-
tory and iconic design, and the role the 
venue has played and continues to play 
in live entertainment.” 

Each year, Radio City is the home of 
the Christmas Spectacular Starring the 
Radio City Rockettes, which was first 
performed in 1933. While at Radio City 
during the holiday season, performance 
opportunities are available. 

“During the Christmas Spectacular 
season, we offer Sounds of Christmas, 
an amazing opportunity for choirs to 
be an opening act for the Rockettes 
and perform on stage at Radio City just 
minutes before the curtain goes up,” 
Pfeffer said.

Year-round, students also can partici-
pate in a 75-minute Stage Door Tour. 

“The Stage Door Tour offers a unique 
glimpse into the history, both past and 
present, of Radio City Music Hall,” Pfef-
fer said. “Most students are both excited 
by and in awe of the building because 
their favorite artist might have walked 
down the same hallway or sat in the 
same seat as them. Typically, their two 
favorite parts of the tour are seeing the 
enormous theater and meeting a Radio 
City Rockette.” 

Other ticket packages are available 
to enhance a student group experience, 
including snacks and drinks during the 
Christmas Spectacular and Stage Door 
Tour combo packages. Complimentary 
student guides enrich the experience. n

Radio City Music Hall 
212-465-6080
radiocity.com

Courtesy of MSG
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Call Today! 301-791-3246 
VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM& Washington County, MD

Don’t Let These Moments 

PASS YOU BY

Heavy Metal Playground shares 
construction equipment classroom 

At Heavy Metal Playground in 
Boonsboro, Maryland, students sit in 
the cabs of real construction equipment 
and learn to drive and control the heavy 
machinery themselves. Mark Stevanus 
opened Heavy Metal Playground in 
2017.

“I saw another company in Min-
nesota doing something like this and I 
became intrigued,” Stevanus said. “I re-
searched companies like this and found 
out there were only a couple of busi-
nesses like it in the whole United States. 
I love businesses that are out of the box 
and this definitely was way outside the 
box. So, I decided to move forward with 
it and it has been amazing.” 

Heavy Metal Playground can ac-
commodate groups of 50 students with 
advance notice. Experiences last two to 
four hours.  

“Safety is very important,” Steva-
nus said. “We always have a safety talk 
before anyone gets in the equipment. 
Students then learn how to operate the 
machines by using the buckets of the 
machines, digging in dirt, stacking tires 
and more. By doing these fun exercises, 
they learn how to operate really quickly.”

For student groups, Stevanus recom-
mends one of Heavy Metal Playground’s 
30-minute adventures, which includes 
learning how to operate the equipment 
and participating in fun exercises. 

“They would compete in our fun bas-

ketball game where we teach them how 
to take a basketball off a construction 
cone and drop it into a tire,” Stevanus 
said. “People love to compete in this.”

In addition to fun and team-build-
ing, Heavy Metal Playground can inspire 
students to explore machine operation 
as a future career.

“We have had many people become 
interested in getting a job in the con-
struction field after learning from us,” 
Stevanus said. “This is a great introduc-
tion into the world of heavy machinery. 
Skilled laborers are becoming more of a 
demand and there are many jobs avail-
able and not enough people to fill those 
jobs. Also, we have worked with numer-
ous groups to make it more of a career 

day. We have had speakers talking about 
the field and the path to success.” n

Heavy Metal Playground 
240-415-8088
heavymetalplayground.com

Heavy Metal Playground 
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DISCO PARTY

Book NOW at Magill’s for a 
2-hour high energy, exclusive 

Disco Dance 
with DJ & Full Dinner

7201 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22003

www.magillsdc.com

703 750-3344

Enjoy A

while visiting
Washington DC

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Convenient to
Washington, DC

Baltimore & Annapolis

COMING SPRING 2019

March 21 - May 19 May 22 - July 28

NEWSEUM.ORG WASHINGTON, D.C.

STAND IN FRONT OF HISTORY

Explore the gripping story of how news 
helped topple an oppressive regime. 

BERLIN WALL GALLERY

Winterthur’s school programs
reinforce classroom concepts

With tours, exhibitions and pro-
grams for all ages, Winterthur Museum, 
Garden & Library is a must-visit stop 
for student groups traveling in or near 
Winterthur, Delaware. 

Winterthur (pronounced “winter-
tour”) is the 175-room, childhood 
home of the late Henry Francis du Pont, 
which serves as a museum of American 
decorative arts. Its collection contains 
nearly 90,000 objects made or used in 
America between about 1640 and 1860. 
The home’s 60-acre, du Pont-designed 
naturalistic garden includes plants, 
architecture and decorative objects that 
capture a significant period in the his-
tory of American horticulture.

“Winterthur is an incredibly unique 
institution,” said Ellie Wallace, school 
and community programs coordinator 
at Winterthur. “It’s not just a museum, 

garden, library or cutting-edge research 
facility; it’s all of those things combined. 
Because Winterthur itself has so much 
to offer, we have the ability to offer 
programs that reinforce many different 
subject areas including social studies, 
art, science and language arts. Plus, our 
programs are incredibly fun.”

STEAM-focused programs are avail-
able for middle and high school students, 
which blend concepts of art conservation 
with history and language arts. 

“We also offer a high school pro-
gram tailored to the new national arts 
standards and a program all about The 
Great Gatsby,” Wallace said. “In all of 
our school programs, we use historic 
objects from our demonstration col-
lection that students can actually touch 
and use. This tends to be a stand-out 
experience for kids.”

Student groups are welcome to 
take the general admission tour of the 
historic house, but Wallace encourages 
school groups to participate in a student 
program. Many schools choose to par-
ticipate in two programs — one in the 
museum and one in the garden, with a 
lunch break in between. Winterthur can 
accommodate 72 students per program, 
per day. 

“We hope students leave Winterthur 
with a better appreciation for his-
tory and material culture, and a more 
complete understanding of the concepts 
they learned in the classroom,” Wallace 
said. n

Winterthur Museum,
 Garden & Library 
302-888-4866
winterthur.org

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library 
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In October, the new National Law 
Enforcement Museum opened its doors 
in the heart of Washington, D.C., offer-
ing students a one-of-a-kind, “walk in 
the shoes” experience of what it’s like 
to be a law enforcement officer. The 
museum is the nation’s only law enforce-
ment museum dedicated to telling the 
story of American law enforcement — 
past, present and future. 

“We hope that after visiting the mu-
seum, students and all visitors will have 
a better understanding about what the 
job of a police officer is really like, the 
roles they play in our communities and 
the types of tough decisions they face 
on the job that can sometimes mean the 
difference between life and death,” said 
Robyn Small, assistant director of public 
relations and marketing. 

Student visits include age-appropri-
ate activities, as well as guided or self-
guided tours of the museum’s collection 
of 21,000 artifacts.

“We are especially excited about the 
immersive and interactive nature of our 
exhibits,” Small said. 

A Training Simulator presents 
students with some of the same real-life 
scenarios that police officers face on the 
job every day. The “9-1-1 Emergency 
Ops” exhibit, a replica of a real emergen-
cy response center, lets students try their 
hand at fielding emergency calls. In the 
“Take the Case” exhibit, students can try 
to solve a criminal case themselves. 

“In addition to our interactive exhibits, 
the National Law Enforcement Museum 
offers several engaging workshops, which 
are tailored to the needs and ages of the 

participants,” Small said. “Requested in ad-
vance, these might include STEM-focused 
workshops that demonstrate how DNA 
is used in evidence, fingerprint analysis 
or even how blood splatter patterns help 
detectives solve crimes.” 

The museum is adjacent to the 
National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial, just a few blocks from the 
National Mall. 

“Our Group Tours department can 
assist with planning the rest of your 
visit to Washington, D.C., including 
assistance with lodging, restaurants and 
other places of interest you may wish to 
see during your visit,” Small said. n

National Law Enforcement Museum 
202-737-7498
lawenforcementmuseum.org 

National Law Enforcement Museum 
opens in DC Rendering: National Law Enforcement Museum 
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GRAND CENTRAL
TERMINAL

AUDIO and LIVE
TOURS

         Tour and Travel Rates

GCT TOURS
212 464 8255

Info: Myron.Baer@Orpheo.us
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more inFormation:

gct@orpheo.us
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NEW!

G R A N D  C E N T R A L
OFFICIAL TOUR

No visit to New York is complete without a night at the opera. The Met’s 2018–19 

season features 24 exciting productions, from a new staging of Saint-Saëns’s Samson 
et Dalila to a dazzling 19th-century setting for Verdi’s La Traviata. Returning repertory 

favorites include Aida, Carmen, The Magic Flute, and Rigoletto.

Join us at Lincoln Center for an experience unlike any other in New York City. Great 

rates of up to 25% off standard pricing are available for groups of ten or more, plus 

special offers exclusively for student groups.

—60 Minutes

A scene from Aida
PHOTO: MARTY SOHL / MET OPERA

metopera.org  |  212.501.3410  |  groupsales@metopera.org

“THE GREATEST
SHOW 

ON EARTH”

The Franklin
Institute
champions
STEM education

 As an innovative leader in science 
and technology learning, The Franklin 
Institute helps students create a passion 
for all things STEM. The museum in 
Philadelphia was founded in honor 
of America’s first scientist, Benjamin 
Franklin.

“The Franklin Institute prides itself 
on offering a classic field trip experience 
with many beloved parts of the museum 
remaining just as they have been for 
decades, while also ensuring that there 
is always something new,” said Dr. Karen 
Elinich, director of science content and 
learning technologies at The Franklin 
Institute. “The Giant Heart, for example, 
is right where it has always been since 

opening to the public in 1954. Mean-
while, the institute’s educators are work-
ing every day to develop content and 
experiences to showcase new advances 
in science, technology, engineering and 
math. Right now, for example, visitors 
can learn how drones work and see 3D 
printers in action.” 

School visits to The Franklin Insti-
tute usually last a minimum of three 
hours and typically revolve around a 
special exhibition that aligns with a 
curriculum objective. The rest of the 
time can be spent in other areas of the 
institute, like The Giant Heart or the 
“Sir Isaac’s Loft” exhibit.

“With Benjamin Franklin as our 
inspiration, it is true that we offer more 
physical science content — electricity, 
physics, aviation, mechanics — than 
other areas,” Elinich said. “But, we also 
cover life science (human anatomy, 
health and neuroscience) and earth sci-
ence (geology, meteorology and climate 
change). Furthermore, we use our spe-
cial exhibitions to broaden our offerings 
even further.”

The Franklin Institute also features 
escape rooms, the Tuttleman IMAX 
Theater, The Fels Planetarium and The 
Benjamin Franklin National Memorial. 

“Society needs more middle and high 
school students to stay engaged in STEM 
and to pursue post-secondary studies in 

STEM,” Elinich said. “In order to achieve 
that, kids need to identify with STEM. 
They need to think ‘science is fun’ or ‘I 
could see myself doing science.’ So, at the 
end of the day, if kids leave The Franklin 
Institute with those thoughts in their 
head, we count it as a win. If they also 
know the human heart has four cham-
bers because they walked through them, 
well, then we’ve really won.” n

The Franklin Institute
215-448-1200
fi.edu/educators

The Franklin Institute
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FUN FACTS
Located just 55 miles from New 

Orleans, Houma radiates Cajun culture 
and hospitality. Students can uncover 
the city’s charm and detailed history 
through swamp, shrimp and plantation 
tours, while sampling world-famous 
Cajun cuisine local to the region through 
hands-on cooking classes.

“With over 2,500 square miles of 
wetlands to explore, Houma is the perfect 
place to find your wild side,” said Hal 
Moser, group sales manager for the 
Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
“From swamp tours and nature trails to 
delicious Louisiana cuisine, we look forward 
to providing your group with an authentic 

experience you won’t soon forget.”
Colorful Cajun language and vivid 

music can be found around every corner 
in Houma, making it easy for students 
to dance and sing along to the region’s 
unique rhythms. Cajun, zydeco, R&B, 
jazz, rock and swamp pop are just a few 
of the genres groups can stumble upon 
in Louisiana’s Bayou Country.

Blending fun with education, Houma 
offers students the chance to examine 
wildlife and environmental issues, 
learn about the shrimping industry and 
sustainability of the seafood industry, 
and walk through centuries of history in 
a Victorian gothic mansion. 

L o u i s i a n A

5Stops

Houma
• Houma is named after the historic 
Native American Houma tribe, the 
original inhabitants of the area.

• Downtown Houma has been 
designated as a historic district and 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

 Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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USDA Sugarcane
Research Unit

The USDA Sugarcane Research Unit 
seeks to strengthen and establish the 
sustainability of the sugar cane industry 
throughout the state of Louisiana. 
Student groups can tour and explore 
the fields and laboratories that make 
producing sugar cane possible, and 
even meet with experts in the field for 
a hands-on experience. Topics such as 
soil and water quality, pathology and 
genetics are discussed. Additional guest 
speakers can be arranged for student 
group visits.

Mix it Up Houma
One of the tastiest tours in all of 

Houma, Mix it Up Houma will take 
students on an exciting and authentic 
culinary journey. Student groups can get 
involved in hands-on demonstrations 
and learn how to create classic savory 
and sweet Louisiana dishes, such as 
gumbo and bread pudding. And, of 
course, groups get to taste their own 
unique creations once they’re finished. 
The spacious Houma location can cater 
to large groups. Classes typically last 90 
minutes. 

Cajun Man’s Swamp 
Tours and Adventures

Students can take a thrilling, narrated 
adventure through the swamps and 
bayous with authentic Cajun music playing 
along the way. Groups will embark on a 
journey in a comfortable 49-passenger 
vessel with a covered roof. On tours, 
students can take photos and even feed 
the wildlife. Captain Billy was born and 
raised on the bayous of south Louisiana; 
this has provided him with the love, 
knowledge and experience to share the 
beauty of Louisiana’s swamps.

Ardoyne Plantation
Students can wander through Ardoyne 

Plantation, a historic, Victorian gothic 
mansion built in 1894. The plantation is 
still a working one to this day. Groups can 
enjoy original family furniture, artwork, 
photographs and crafts. The Shaffer family 
will walk students through over a century 
of family history, including information 
on sugar cane production, slavery and 
the Reconstruction era, and the home’s 
unique architectural features. Be on the 
lookout for the spooky ghost of Uncle 
Benny during a tour. 

Down the Bayou
Shrimp Tours

On this group tour, students will 
begin to understand the many detailed 
facets of the shrimping industry. Guests 
can take a walk through the facility 
to learn about sustainability of the 
seafood industry, environmental issues 
and standards, and the many different 
types of boats used in the industry. 
Also, students get to see the intricate 
workings of the industrial freezers, 
ice house and packing processes on 
shrimp tours. Tours finish with a fresh 
seafood meal from Kim’s Suga Shack.

Houma, Louisiana
GO
Ardoyne Plantation
985-804-2271
ardoyneplantation.com

Cajun Man’s Swamp Tours and Adventures
985-868-4625
cajunmanadventures.com

Down the Bayou Shrimp Tours
985-257-1200
downthebayoushrimptours.com

Mix it Up Houma
985-868-3534
mixituphouma.com

USDA Sugarcane Research Unit
985-872-5042
ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/
 houma-la/sugarcane-research

ASK
Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
985-868-2732
houmatravel.com

5 STOPS

Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Students can explore the 
natural places of North 
Carolina and beyond at the 
North Carolina Museum 

of Natural Sciences (NCMNS). At the 
largest natural science museum in the 
Southeast, students can learn firsthand 
about the physical world, biology, animals 
and fossils through numerous field-trip 
programs. Programs include iLabs, 
Curiosity Classes, Living Conservatory, 
Discovery Rooms and the Nature 
Research Center.

Greater Raleigh Convention and      
 Visitors Bureau
919-834-5900
visitraleigh.com

Raleigh
North Carolina

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
ART

HISTORY

SCIENCE

A Smithsonian affiliate, the 
North Carolina Museum 
of History features a 
variety of student programs 

structured to give visitors memorable, 
educational experiences. Self-guided 
or guided tours of “The Story of North 
Carolina” exhibit presents 14,000 
years of the state’s history and people. 
The museum also includes the North 
Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, African 
American History Highlights, American 
Indian Discovery and Civil Rights 
Discovery tours.

From ancient Egyptian 
artifacts to paintings of 
America’s founders, the 
learning opportunities 

seem endless at the North Carolina 
Museum of Art (NCMA). Student 
and youth tours educate visitors on 
art and history across the world, and 
they can either be theme-based or 
include popular museum highlights. The 
NCMA’s extensive permanent collection 
began back in 1947, when the North 
Carolina General Assembly appropriated 
$1 million for purchasing art.

Greater Raleigh CVB
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Rosemary Judkins • 334.242.4493 • Alabama Tourism Department

“I love offering tours to Alabama! Leisure Time Charters and Tours offers Civil Rights       
and Mystery Tours that converts to great profits for me. What you might ask is my      
    favorite part of  setting up a tour to Alabama? The tourism people! They will     
   work with you any way possible to assist you in coming  to Alabama!”

   Brenda Tidwell
   Leisure Time Charters & Tours
    Emerson, GA

COME FACE TO FACE

WITH SPACE

Explore more and buy tickets 
at KennedySpaceCenter.com 

or call 855.410.4897

Get in the zone at the Chick-fil-A
College Football Hall of Fame

Score a touchdown with students 
by taking them on a trip to the Chick-
fil-A College Football Hall of Fame in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The 45-yard indoor 
playing field and over 50 state-of-the-
art interactive exhibits make the Hall of 
Fame an ideal place to engage students 
and experience the greatness of the 
game.

 Guests receive a personalized expe-
rience from the moment they walk in 
the door. Kick off a visit by registering a 
personalized All-Access Pass, selecting a 
favorite school and lighting that school’s 
helmet on the three-story Helmet Wall. 
More than 776 colleges and universities 
are represented on the wall.

 From there, students can test their 
football skills at the Chick-fil-A Peach 
Bowl Skill Zone. Kick a field goal 
through the uprights of the regulation 

goal post, run an agility drill, catch a 
diving pass in the end zone and take 
the quarterback challenge — all on the 
indoor playing field.

 The fun doesn’t stop when groups 
leave the field. In fact, it is just getting 
started. Head to the second floor for five 
unique galleries featuring multimedia, 
experiential and historical exhibits. 
Students will be immersed in a 52-foot 
interactive media wall, show off their 
swagger and passion with Fight Song 
Karaoke, call a legendary play and pick 
their favorite team to win the game at 
the ESPN College GameDay Desk. 

The award-winning RFID-enabled 
All-Access Pass is the key to taking all 
the experiences home to download and 
share the special memories.

 Wrap up the visit on the third 
floor, where the greatest players and 

coaches are immortalized in the Hall of 
Fame. The hall captures the stories and 
cements the legacies of almost 1,000 
legendary college football players and 
coaches who broke records and won 
hearts. Featuring permanent, etched-
glass “blades” that represent each class 
inducted since 1951, the Hall of Fame 
honors the rich tradition of the game. 

Combine the entire live hall ex-
perience with the free STEAM cur-
riculum — a technology, engineering, 
arts, mathematics and science program 
(T.E.A.M.S.), using the topic of sport 
along with the interactive experiences of 
the hall. n

 
Chick-fil-A College Football
 Hall of Fame
404-880-4841
cfbhall.com/groups/field-trips
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AudubonNatureInstitute.org
800-774-7394 | air@auduboninstitute.org

New Orleans, LA
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July 27, 2018 - April 30, 2019

Book your Space Camp
group experience today!

®

Enjoy out-of-this-world astronaut 
training simulations in the 
internationally-renowned

Space Camp program.

Two-day, three-day and six-day 
overnight programs are available.

Spend a day or spend the week.
There’s something here for every 

group!

Blast off at U.S. Space & Rocket Center
As the largest spaceflight museum in 

the world, U.S. Space & Rocket Center 
in Huntsville, Alabama, is home to 
Space Camp, Aviation Challenge Camp 
and Robotics Camp.

“Space Camp offers weeklong, three-
day, two-night and one-night programs 
that immerse students in concepts of 

space exploration,” said Patricia Am-
mons, director of communications at 
the center. “(Space Camp) is an inter-
nationally known program that offers 
simulated astronaut training from ages 9 
to 18. Space Camp is offered year-round 
and provides hands-on activities that 
emphasize teamwork and shows real-
world examples of what students are 
learning in the classroom.”

The center houses a few notable 
artifacts: the Saturn V Moon Rocket, a 
National Historic Landmark; Pathfinder, 
the world’s only full-stack space shuttle 
display; Apollo 16 Command Module; 
Skylab Orbital Workshop; and an Apollo 
12 moon rock.

In the “ISS: Science on Orbit,” 
exhibit, students can experience what 
it’s like to live and work in space as they 
walk through the space station. 

In addition to browsing exhibits, 
students can actually feel what life in 

space is like with a variety of simulators, 
including Moon Shot, which rockets 
140 feet straight up in the air for 2½ sec-
onds; and G-Force Accelerator, where 
students can test their strength while 
feeling three G’s pressed against them. n

U.S. Space & Rocket Center
256-837-3400
rocketcenter.com

U.S. Space & Rocket Center
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Schedule your students’  

visit today at slsc.org/groups.

Bond at the center of a more connected world.

DISCOVER 
THE

RHYTHMS

GRAMMY MUSEUM® MISSISSIPPI
CLEVELAND, MISSISSIPPI

Take your students on a 
journey to the Birthplace 
of America’s Music, and 

discover interactive 
learning experiences where 

the beat plays on.

18-0908-Student Group Tour Planners 1/4 pg.indd   1 1005//2018   08:26

Connect with curiosity
at Saint Louis Science Center

At the Saint Louis Science Center, fun 
and science are synonymous. Encourag-
ing students to connect with curiosity, 
the Smithsonian-affiliated center in St. 
Louis, Missouri, offers over 700 interactive 
experiences, the McDonnell Planetarium, 
the GROW agricultural pavilion and an 
OMNIMAX® Theater.

“The science center is one of the only 
free, nonprofit science museums in the 
country, and serves more than 1 million 
people each year, making it one of the 
largest science centers in the United States 
and abroad,” said Michael Wense, group 
sales manager at the center. “The OMNI-
MAX® Theater films are always popular 
because groups are able to learn while 
being immersed in a one-of-a-kind film 
experience. Students also enjoy our ‘Mind-
ball’ exhibit, a game where competitors 
use the electrical activity of their brains to 
move a ball.” 

Students can build their own replica of 
the iconic Gateway Arch, watch live sci-
ence demonstrations and awe at a life-size 
Tyrannosaurus rex — all under one roof. 
The Amazing Science Demonstrations 
have a different theme every hour, making 
every visit a new experience.

Topics in the demonstrations include: 
chemistry, physics, technology, biological 
sciences, energy, and plants and ani-
mals. Students can witness the science of 
weather in action when a thunderstorm is 
created on stage, and they also can explore 
the parts of an atom in a shocking electric-

ity demonstration.
The OMNIMAX® Theater isn’t just an 

ordinary theater — the five-story, 79-foot-
diameter dome and 14,400 watts of sur-
round sound completely immerse groups 
in every movie, making them a part of a 
show. Special films can be requested for 
student groups of 25 or more.

GROW is a 5,000-square-foot pavilion 
and an acre of outdoor space. Students can 
learn about their food’s journey from farm 
to table, and the scientific processes that 
turn seeds into plants. 

The McDonnell Planetarium gives 
groups the opportunity to explore a 
realistic night sky, free of light pollution, 
on a 24-meter dome. On the StarBridge, 
located on the planetarium’s highest level, 
students can learn about the operations 
essential for life in space. n

Saint Louis Science Center
314-289-1419
slsc.org/visit/groups-field-trips

Saint Louis Science Center
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ExploreBransonGroups.com
417-243-2105

See for yourself why Branson, MO should be
your next student performance destination. 

Learn more about Branson’s
13th Annual Music Director FAM Tour  |  June 18-21, 2019  

Contact Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP at lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com.

THE PERFECT STAGE FOR GROUPS TO

PLAY TOGETHER

T H E  H A Y G O O D S

Step back in time at Patriots Point
Naval & Maritime Museum

Preserving United States history,  
Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum 
in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, offers 
an engaging and educational look into the 
stories of those who served in the military.

At Patriots Point, students can climb 
aboard and explore USS YORKTOWN, 
one of 24 Essex-class aircraft carriers built 
during World War II for the United States 
Navy; USS LAFFEY, a World War II-era 
destroyer; and USS CLAMAGORE, the 
only GUPPY III submarine preserved in 
the United States. 

When exploring, students will learn 
what it was like to serve and live aboard 
the three vessels while taking in the his-
tory of the Vietnam War and World War 
II.

“The USS YORKTOWN itself is the 
star attraction at Patriots Point Naval & 
Maritime Museum,” said Chris Hauff, 

public information office for the museum. 
“Many students have never seen a warship. 
When they board the massive aircraft 
carrier, their eyes light up in amazement. 
We offer very robust history and science 
programs aboard the USS YORKTOWN 
that are based on South Carolina curricu-
lum standards. Most people don’t know 
that there is a science lab located on the 
aircraft carrier. Patriots Point educators 
use the latest technology to teach students 
about the ecosystem in Charleston Harbor 
and beyond.”

Guided tours give students the chance 
to experience history in a hands-on way. 
The Medal of Honor Museum, located on 
the USS YORKTOWN, shares the stories 
of the brave Americans who served and 
protected the United States through inter-
active exhibits.

“Many students learn by touching and 

feeling,” Hauff said. “Students will learn 
things aboard the USS YORKTOWN 
that they simply can’t grasp by reading a 
textbook. When groups leave here, they 
discuss the size of the ship, the smell of the 
ship and the amazing planes they’ve only 
seen before in photos. Patriots Point has 
inspired countless students to pursue ca-
reers in aviation and the military because 
of their visit.” n

Patriots Point Naval
 & Maritime Museum
843-884-2727
patriotspoint.org/education

Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum
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FUN FACTS
Many location names in Snohomish 

County come from the language of 
its original inhabitants, Coastal Salish 
tribes, including the Snohomish (big 
tribe). Today, the county’s history 
coincides with major urban centers 
and seaside ports. About 20 miles 
south of downtown Seattle, the Paine 
Field Aviation District inspires future 
technicians and engineers with the past, 
present and future of flight. 

Whether a group is seeking a city 
excursion or an outdoor adventure, 
educators will find a multitude of 
experiences across the county. 

“Having lived and worked in 

Snohomish County for more than 30 
years, I have found there are a wide 
variety of student-friendly activities to 
explore — one being the Interurban Trail,” 
said Ernest G. Matthews Jr., group sales 
manager for Snohomish County Tourism 
Bureau. “The paved section of the trail 
stretches for almost 12 miles. You can go 
for a leisurely walk, run or bike.”

With easy access to freeways and 
close proximity to Seattle, Snohomish 
County acts as an ideal gateway to 
surrounding educational attractions. 
Snohomish County Tourism Bureau can 
offer more ideas and help plan student 
group travel arrangements.

W a s h i n g t o n

5Stops

Snohomish County

• Everett is home to the world’s 
single largest building (by volume) 
at the Boeing 747, 767, 777 and 
787 Dreamliner assembly plant. 

• Puget Sound has three resident 
pods of orcas. Each pod has its 
own unique language, feeding 
habits and social practices.
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Flying Heritage 
& Combat Armor Museum

Educational tours at Flying Heritage 
& Combat Armor Museum can focus 
on curriculum and specific exhibits. 
“Chronicles of Courage: Stories of 
Wartime and Innovation” is one of the 
largest oral history video archives on 
war and aviation. Learn about World War 
II with 330-plus interviews from veterans 
around the world. Using interactive 
multimedia content, “Why War: The 
Causes of Conflict” delves into the 
various causes and factors that bring 
nations into devastating conflict. 

Schack Art Center
Education programs at Schack Art 

Center offer learning opportunities through 
exhibitions and galleries. Programs 
encourage development in critical 
understandings of art and culture, and 
their relationships to students’ own lives. 
On Discovery Tours, students see working 
artists shape molten glass and can admire 
the diverse exhibits. Docent-guided tours 
are filled with fun and facts about the 
history of the Schack, the artwork in the 
current exhibits, and behind-the-scenes 
peeks at the Hot Shop, classrooms, 
mezzanine gallery and studios.

Funko
It’s hard to miss the Funko building 

in downtown Everett; yes, it’s the one 
with giant toys and a lit-up sign. Funko 
creates merchandise and collectibles for 
pop culture, including vinyl figures, action 
toys, plush toys, apparel, housewares 
and accessories. Last year, Funko 
relocated to a historic 90,000-square-
foot building, where the entire first floor 
is home to its flagship store. Students 
love photo ops with the larger-than-life 
Pop! figures modeled after Harry Potter’s 
Hagrid, Frozen’s Elsa and Star Wars’ Luke 
Skywalker.

High Trek Adventures
& Ziplines

Rev up for the 60-plus obstacles and 
challenges students can overcome during 
a ropes adventure. A self-led aerial tour 
at High Trek Adventures & Ziplines takes 
students from tower to tower as they 
experience the rush of planes taking off 
and landing at nearby Paine Field and 
Boeing’s Everett Factory. With the Bornack 
technology, students can safely and 
fearlessly jump, climb, swing and zip from 
platform to platform. Friendly instructors 
provide tips and encouragement 
throughout the experience. 

Hibulb Cultural Center & 
Natural History Preserve

A place of learning and a source 
of civic pride for the Tulalip people, 
Hibulb Cultural Center & Natural History 
Preserve allows students to explore 
fascinating exhibits and remarkable 
history. Students can take self-guided 
and guided tours of the longhouse 
with a brief video presentation, and 
explore the main gallery that introduces 
the legacy of the Tulalip people. The 
Canoe Hall features traditional Tulalip 
waterway transportation. Two multimedia 
classrooms are available for activities.

Snohomish County, Washington
GO
Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum
206-342-4242
flyingheritage.org

Funko
funko.com

Hibulb Cultural Center & Natural History 
Preserve
360-716-2657
hibulbculturalcenter.org

High Trek Adventures
425-382-2966
hightrekeverett.com

Schack Art Center
425-259-5050
schack.org

ASK
Snohomish County Tourism Bureau
425-348-5802
snohomish.org

5 STOPS

Clockwise from top left: Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, Jake Campbell/Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, Creative Commons (2)
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Billings
Montana

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
HISTORY

ZOOLOGY

SOCIAL STUDIES

Did you know red 
pandas prefer bamboo, 
and will only eat the 
youngest, most tender 

shoots and leaves? Whether a group 
visits for a self-guided class tour, 
follows a Scavenger Hunt or adds 
on an EdZOOcate Animal Program, 
ZooMontana is a fun and educational 
experience. Staff will work with 
educators to create an amazing 
wildlife connection that fits a group’s 
curriculum or interests.

Learn how Billings 
started as a thriving 
community through one 
of its founding families. 

Students can tour the 115-year-old 
Moss Mansion family home with 
its original furnishings and artwork. 
Trained docents explain the family’s 
history and lore found in diaries and 
letters. See how people lived with a 
different set of amenities — cutting 
edge for the early 1900s.

Guided and self-guided 
tours are available to 
student groups at the 
Western Heritage 

Center. The center tells stories of 
the people and places around the 
Yellowstone River Valley and the 
Northern Plains region. Most tours 
last about one hour, and one adult 
chaperone should accompany every 
10 students. The museum is housed 
in the historic Parmly Billings Memorial 
Library building, constructed in 1901.

Visit Billings
406-252-4016
visitbillings.com

From top: Carol M. Highsmith, Creative Commons, Ali Eminov
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SantaClara.org/StudentTours
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End of the Oregon Trail
Interpretive Center 
fuels interest in history

In the mid-1800s, about 400,000 hope-
ful settlers went on a 2,170-mile journey 
that stretched from Missouri to Oregon 
City. Student groups who visit the End of 
the Oregon Trail Interpretive & Visitor 
Information Center learn about pioneers’ 
dreams of fertile farmlands, gold, business 
and overall more enriching lives. 

The site of the center itself is liter-
ally the end of the Oregon Trail. George 
Abernethy, who owned the property in 
the 1800s, let pioneers camp there upon 
arrival. Families needed a place to recover 
from the journey before building their 
homesteads the following spring. 

 “End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive 
Center is a great place for history buffs 
to learn more interesting details, or for 
those who aren’t familiar with the Or-
egon Trail to get started learning about 
this important chapter of history,” said 
Bethany Nemec, development coordina-
tor. “We have interactive activities, a short 
film based on actual pioneer diaries, and 
authentic exhibits put together by our 
partners, Oregon Black Pioneers and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde.”

Nemec said one of the most popular 
activities among middle and high school 
students is Packing the Wagon Experience, 
where students decide which items they 
would bring on the six-month journey 
and which they would leave behind.

 “Being limited to only 2,000 pounds 

worth of supplies, student groups discuss 
quite intently as they debate and logic out 
what items would really be necessary, and 
even do the math to add up what the total 
weight of their wagon would be,” she said. 
“I think this activity is so popular because 
it asks students to use skills like math-
ematics and reasoning that they might not 
expect to use on a history field trip.”

By the time students finish a program, 
they should feel a strong connection to the 
people who traveled on the Oregon Trail. 

“Kids their age on the Oregon Trail stole 
cookies from their mother, played pranks 
on each other and tried to adopt wild 
animals, including an antelope they named 
Jenny,” Nemec said. “About 175 years may 
separate us from the Oregon Trail era, 
but children have always been children, 
and there are a lot of similarities. We hope 
students feel an emotional connection that 
will fuel their intellectual interest.”

All student group programming is 
customizable. A variety of partners are 
available to add unique expertise to group 
packages, such as the Master Gardeners, 
Heartstrings musical duo and Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Grand Ronde. n

End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive 
 & Visitor Information Center 
503-657-9336
historicoregoncity.org/
 school-youth-groups

End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive
& Visitor Information Center 
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WHERE CURIOSITY 
TAKES YOU
Visitors of all ages can step inside a 
tornado, turn upside down in a giant 
curved mirror, walk on a fog bridge, 
and explore 650+ hands-on exhibits. 
Enjoy on-site dining and shopping. 
Pier 15 on the Embarcadero.

Rated #1 Museum in San Francisco on 
TripAdvisor!

exploratorium.edu/visit • 415.528.4444
reserve@exploratorium.edu

For group sales contact: 
Carrie@VisitVallejo.com or 800-4-VALLEJO

NEW in 
2019!

Your Bay Area Fun Starts Here! 

Empress Theatre

Ferry to and from SF

Exploratorium sparks wonder 
through science and art

The Exploratorium at Pier 15 in San 
Francisco, California, is a playful learning 
laboratory at the apex of science, art and 
transformative education. A museum of 
science, art and human perception, Ex-
ploratorium is dedicated to world explora-
tion and has made a historic impact on the 
innovation ecosystem of the San Francisco 
Bay area and the world at large.

“For nearly 50 years, Exploratorium 
has inspired visitors of all ages to explore 
the world through science, art and human 
perception,” said Jason Davis, director of 
marketing. “With more than 650 hands-
on exhibits, we hope students will leave 
the museum with newfound curiosity and 
the ability to think for themselves, confi-
dently ask questions, question answers and 
understand the world around them.” 

In September, Exploratorium launched 
Rosten Woo’s “Mutual Air,” an off-site 
sound installation comprising sculptures 
that will “chime in” fluctuations in local air 
quality in downtown and west Oakland, as 
well as global carbon dioxide levels. Bells 
will be installed through the spring. Woo is 
an artist, designer and writer who aims to 
help people understand complex systems 
and encourages group decision-making. 

“The Exploratorium strongly believes 
artists have a crucial role to play in public 
engagement with climate change,” said 
Susan Schwartzenberg, senior artist at 
Exploratorium. 

As with many Exploratorium projects, 

“Mutual Air” cultivates curiosity and 
encourages investigation of the world. The 
installation helps students build a sense of 
personal connection to the indicators of 
climate change. 

“Mutual Air allows us to access the dy-
namic quality of the air, which is otherwise 
invisible,” Woo said. “I was inspired by 
the historic use of bells, which once kept 
the daily rhythms of towns and connected 
its residents. What if we could connect 
contemporary urban spaces by sonifying 
this resource?”

In addition to a renowned collection 
of interactive exhibits that ignite curiosity, 
and build confidence and science-literacy, 
Exploratorium is home to a diverse con-
temporary art portfolio, a teacher-training 
program, and a museum development 
team whose impact reaches around the 
world. n 

Exploratorium
415-528-4444
exploratorium.edu

Exploratorium
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Oklahoma Hall
of Fame identifies 
significant 
influencers 

Founded in 1927, the Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame was created to honor Oklaho-
mans who had given outstanding service 
to the state during their lifetimes. The 
facility in Oklahoma City provides edu-
cational programming for students of all 
grade levels, and the field trip program 
includes themed tours based on Okla-
homa education standards. 

“We hope students are inspired by the 
stories they hear about important Oklaho-
mans to build pride and gain confidence 
to achieve their dreams,” said Jeff Jacobsen, 
director of marketing and communications. 
“That pride in Oklahoma is an essential 
ingredient, combined with characteristics 
such as individualism, optimism, persever-
ance, generosity and a pioneer spirit.”

Through exhibits and experiences 
at the Gaylord-Pickens Museum, the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame stands to preserve 
Oklahoma’s unique history while promot-
ing state pride. The story is told through 
the state’s influential people; being induct-
ed to the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is widely 
considered the state’s highest honor. 

One permanent exhibit, “Chickasaw 
Nation Oklahoma Through Its People 
Gallery,” offers video-driven displays that 
explore how state heritage is attributed 
to the accomplishments of people like 
Mario Tallchief, Mickey Mantle, Ralph 

Ellison and Will Rogers. 
The “Oklahoma Hall of Fame Gallery” 

is where students explore the Legacy Map 
and learn what it takes to be awarded 
the state’s highest honor. In the “Story of 
the Portraits” exhibit, students see seven 
unique and diversified portraits accom-
panied with archived documents that de-
scribe the inductees’ correlating stories. n

Oklahoma Hall of Fame
 Gaylord-Pickens Museum
405-235-4458
oklahomahof.com

Oklahoma Hall of Fame
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Murals, street art and markets blend with 
high-rise and high-tech buildings in 

Mexico’s capital city. The metropolis’ booming 
numbers keeps it bustling, but not without historic 
charm. A visit gives students a taste of culture in an 
authentic, yet modern urban complex.

For student groups, Ciudad de México is a 
welcoming classroom; it encompasses the largest 
number of museums in the Americas and the sec-

ond largest amount in the world. Notable museums 
include the Museum of Modern Art (Museo de 
Arte Moderno), National Museum of Anthropol-
ogy (Museo Nacional de Antropología) and Frida 
Kahlo Museum (Museo Frida Kahlo), just to name 
a few.

Throughout a visit to the oldest capital city in 
the Americas, students learn how the city they see 
today has evolved over centuries. Spanish con-
quistadors founded Mexico City in 1521 atop the 
razed island-capital of Tenochtitlán, the cultural 
and political center of the Aztec empire. The name 
México is derived from Nahuatl, the language of 
its precolonial inhabitants. Remnants of the city’s 
past are plentiful and celebrated. 

Begin a student tour with the following attrac-
tions and landmarks. 

AUTHENTICITY MEETS MODERNITY IN MEXICO’S CAPITAL

CONTINUED ON PAGE 64

«

MEXICO
 CITY
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National Museum
of Anthropology 
Museo Nacional de Antropología

Located in the second section of the legendary 
Chapultepec Park, the National Museum of Anthro-
pology (Museo Nacional de Antropología) is the 
largest and most visited museum in Mexico. Spanning 
850,000 square feet (79,000 square meters), 384,000 
square feet (36,000 square meters) of which is open-
air, the museum features exhibits that surround a 
central patio. Twelve ground-floor halls are dedicated 
to pre-Hispanic Mexico, while upper level halls show 
how Mexico’s indigenous descendants live today.

A highlight for students and adults alike is the 
original Aztec Sun Stone, which depicts five consecu-
tive worlds of the sun from Aztec mythology. The 
stone is almost 12 feet (3.6 meters) wide and weighs 
24 tons (21 metric tons). Another highlight is El 
Paraguas, an iconic installation located in the central 
courtyard. The towering concrete feature has a con-
stant cascade of water.

 Students groups can take a guided tour of the 
museum or participate in an artistic workshop. Middle 
and high school students typically work with plaster 
and ceramics. 

Chapultepec Forest
Bosque de Chapultepec

One of the world’s largest urban parks, Chapulte-
pec Forest (Bosque de Chapultepec) is two times 
larger than New York City’s Central Park. The 1,600-
acre (686 hectare) park is home to a variety of leisure 
and cultural options. It’s a great place to take students 
who may need a break from the city crowds.

The park includes two artificial lakes, sports facili-
ties, four fountains, six monuments, eight museums, 
a kiosk, a house of culture, the Chapultepec Zoo, a 
botanical garden and theaters.

Historic Center
Centro Historico

Mexico City’s historic downtown, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, brings together the stages of pre-Columbian 
and viceregal Mexico. A student tour of the Historic Cen-
ter (Centro Historico) should include Constitution Square 
(Plaza de la Constitución), Templo Mayor and The Palace 
of Fine Arts (Palacio de Bellas Artes).  

In Constitution Square, also known as Zocalo, students 
can admire buildings like the National Palace (Palacio 
Nacional), Metropolitan Cathedral (Catedral Metropolita-
na), and the Merchants Portal (Old Portal de Mercaderes). 
Zocalo is one 
of the largest 
city squares 
in the world.

On a tour 
of the Na-
tional Palace, 
the seat of 
the Mexi-
can federal 
government 
since the age 
of the Aztecs, 
students see beautiful gardens and courtyards, stunning 
architectural elements and massive Diego Rivera murals. 
Although it’s a working building with many offices off 
limits to visitors, there’s still plenty for groups to explore 
and admire.

At Templo Mayor, students witness the remains of a 
pre-Hispanic temple, once the main building in the ancient 
city of Tenochtitlan. When Spanish Conquerors arrived 
in the late 14th century, the temple was among the many 
buildings destroyed and built over; it wasn’t unearthed 
until 1978. The site’s adjoining museum houses more than 
7,000 artifacts. 

Museum of Anthropology

Zocalo

Templo Mayor
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Museum of Anthropology

Christian Laffey

Christian Laffey

Frida Kahlo 
Museum

The Angel
of Independence

Higher 
learning:

UNAM, or the National 
Autonomous University 
of Mexico, is located in 

Mexico City and is the 
largest university 

on the continent. 
The campus is 
a UNESCO World 
Heritage site that 
was designed by 
some of Mexico’s 
best-known archi-
tects of the 20th 
century.

Money
matters:
The official currency 

of Mexico is the Mexican 
peso. One peso is equal to 
5 cents in U.S. currency. 

contact:
Visit Mexico
visitmexico.com

Don’t miss:
Look up to see The Angel of 

Independence statue (Ángel de 
la Independencial or El Ángel), 
located on Paseo de la Reforma 
in downtown Mexico City. 
The statue stands 115 feet  
(35 meters) above the street. 

Frida Kahlo
Museum 
Museo Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo’s lifelong home, 
“the Blue House” (Casa Azul) is 
now a museum dedicated to her 
work. As one of the most popu-
lar museums in Mexico City, the 
site in Coyoacán preserves the 
personal objects that reveal the 
private universe of Latin Ameri-
ca’s most celebrated female artist. 
The museum also contains some 
of Kahlo’s most important works.

Throughout the museum, 
students see Kahlo’s own work, 
as well as her and husband Diego 
Rivera’s collection of folk art, 
pre-Hispanic artifacts, photo-
graphs, memorabilia and personal 
items. Guided tours take students 
through different areas of the 
carefully preserved home, such as 
the living room, studio, bedrooms, 
dining room and kitchen — where 
Kahlo’s mole sauce recipe still 
hangs on the wall. Guides explore 
the world Frida Kahlo lived in, 
the environment she grew up in, 
the construction of her identity 
and her works. In the gift shop, 
students can buy Kahlo-inspired 
goods, like magnets, postcards and 
jewelry.
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Alabama Tourism Department ..........516 ........51 
http://tourism.alabama.gov/
 group-and-international-travel/

Audubon Nature Institute
(Insectarium & Zoo) ..........................122 ........52 
www.audubonnatureinstitute.org

Blue Man Productions ......................246 ..........3 
www.blueman.com

Boston Pops Orchestra/Boston Symphony/
Tanglewood ......................................328 ........34 
www.bso.org

Branson / Lakes Area CVB .................256 ........55 
www.ExploreBranson.com

Busch Gardens - Williamsburg ..........119 ........43 
seaworldparks.com/en/
 buschgardens-williamsburg

Canadian Museum of Nature ............327 ........24 
www.nature.ca

Carleton University Conference
 Services ...........................................327 ........24 
conferenceservices.carleton.ca/

City of Long Beach, WA ....................151 ........59 
www.funbeach.com

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation ...103 ..........7 
ColonialWilliamsburg.com

Dallas Summer Musicals ...................524 ........61 
www.dallassummermusicals.org

Destination Cleveland CVB ...............448 ........23 
www.thisiscleveland.com

Diefenbunker -
 Canada’s Cold War Museum ............327 ........24 
www.diefenbunker.ca

Eagan CVB ........................................143 ..........2 
www.eaganmn.com

Exploratorium ...................................154 ........60 
www.exploratorium.edu

Greater Merrimack Valley CVB .........333 ........31 
www.merrimackvalley.org

Greg Frewin Theatre & Niagara Falls 
 Elvis Festival, Inc..............................429 ........25 
www.gregfrewintheatre.com

GroupTools, LLC ................................159 ........11 
www.grouptools.com

Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
 Complex ...........................................149 ........51 
www.kennedyspacecenter.com

Lynnwood Tourism ............................241 ........60 
www.lynnwoodtourism.com

Magill’s Famous Pizza & Buffet ........106 ........42 
MagillsDC.com

Mary Baker Eddy Library ..................210 ........35 
www.marybakereddylibrary.org

Maryland Science Center ..................111 ........39 
www.mdsci.org

Medina County CVB ..........................130 ........22 
visitmedinacounty.com

Metropolitan Opera ..........................153 ........45 
www.metopera.org

MidTown Hotel .................................328 ........35 
www.midtownhotel.com

Mirvish Productions ..........................440 ........26 
www.mirvish.com

Mt. Washington Cog Railway............356 ........32 
http://thecog.com

Newseum ..........................................106 ........42 
www.newseum.org

Ocean City CVB .................................423 ........40 
www.ococean.com

Orpheo Group ...................................114 ........44 
orpheo.us

Patriots Point Naval &
 Maritime Museum ...........................472 ........68 
patriotspoint.org

Philadelphia CVB ..............................132 ........46 
www.pcvb.org

Plimoth Plantation - Mayflower II ....494 ........33 
www.plimoth.org

Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada............440 ........27 
www.ripleysaquariumofcanada.com

Salem Witch Museum .......................389 ........33 
salemwitchmuseum.com

Santa Clara CVB ................................348 ........59 
www.santaclara.org

Shaw Festival Theatre ......................429 ........25 
www.shawfest.com

St. Louis Science Center ...................158 ........54 
www.slsc.org

Student & Youth Travel
 Association (SYTA) ...........................500 ..........9 
www.syta.org

Toby’s Dinner Theatre .......................106 ........42 
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

U.S. Space & Rocket Center ..............400 ........52 
www.spacecamp.com

USS Alabama Battleship
 Memorial Park .................................134 ........52 
www.ussalabama.com

Vallejo CVB .......................................396 ........60 
www.visitvallejo.com

Virginia Beach CVB ...........................120 ............  
www.visitvirginiabeach.com

Visit Frederick ...................................145 ........39 
www.visitfrederick.org

Visit Hagerstown -
 Washington County CVB ..................486 ........41 
www.visithagerstown.com

Visit Mississippi ................................152 ........54 
www.visitmississippi.org

Visit Savannah ..................................488 ........53 
www.visitsavannah.com
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