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Billy Graham preaches in front
of his largest-ever crowd—
more than 1 million people—
in Seoul, South Korea, 1973.

“Every synonym for
amazing!” —KRISTA, MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER
Bring your students and “come and see what God has

done” (Psalm 66:5, ESV) as He used a humble farmer’s
son to share His love with millions, from integrated
crowds during the Civil Rights Movement to thousands
trapped behind the Iron Curtain at the height of the
Cold War. Free, downloadable resources enrich students’
experience before, during, and after your visit—and
each grade level lesson plan meets North Carolina and
federal standards.
Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00
BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200
Reservations required for groups of 10
or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org
or call 704-401-3270.
4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, NC

To plan your visit or find out more,
go to BillyGrahamLibrary.org/
Students.
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EXTRA-AFFORDABLE GROUP HOTEL OPTIONS

Enjoy the vibrant and sunny styling of our
all-new hotels, as well as Early Park admission*
and group friendly amenities like meal
vouchers, refillable souvenir cups, luggage
storage, and more.

UNIVERSAL’S ENDLESS SUMMER RESORT –
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Universal Orlando Resort™ offers endless student experiences
and entertainment options, from career-focused performance
programs to immersive education programs. Make the most of
your group’s trip by staying at Universal’s Endless Summer
Resort, offering accommodations to fit your group’s needs at
an extra-affordable price point. Surfside Inn and Suites will
open in Summer 2019 and a sister hotel, Dockside Inn and
Suites, will open in Spring 2020.

VISIT

UniversalOrlandoYouth.com/Hotels
CALL

1-800-YOUTH15
OR CONTACT YOUR PREFERRED YOUTH
TRAVEL PLANNER

Early Park Admission* to either Universal Studios Florida, Universal’s Islands of Adventure as determined by Universal Orlando and Universal’s Volcano Bay water theme park one hour before the park opens (valid theme park
admission required). © 2019 UCF Hotel Venture V. UNIVERSAL TM & © Universal Studios. ENDLESS SUMMER registered trademarks, Bruce Brown Films, LLC. All rights reserved. Universal elements and all related indicia TM &
© 2019 Universal Studios. © 2019 Universal Orlando. All rights reserved. 1938091
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Editor’s letter
Class act
“Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.”
These words, spoken by the great theoretical physicist, Albert Einstein, pair perfectly
with our first issue of 2019.
This month’s cover story is all about the performing arts, a source of education that
isn’t found in textbooks. Whether students participate in theater, music or dance — or
simply take in a performance — they’re showcasing their imagination and creative
expression while gaining skills to carry with them for a lifetime. On page 12, Associate
Editor Cortney Erndt shares a cast of performance venues that are worth a standing
ovation.
Erndt also takes you on a journey to Paris, the magical capital city of France. See
page 62. The city’s history and timeless beauty will make your students fall in love with
European travel.
On page 11, you’ll find our new column, Study Guide, a page dedicated to bringing
you tips and tools for planning student travel. Our debut column covers the extremely
important topic of safety. Apryl Black of Green Light Group Tours shares five safety tips
for travel leaders. You’ll also learn more about Green Light Group Tours in The Lounge on
page 9.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine.

Until next time,

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm
Up next:
In August, we’ll feature music festivals for your students to hone and showcase their
talents. Don’t miss coverage on Fort Wayne, Indiana; Burlington, Vermont; Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania; Branson, Missouri; and Arlington, Texas.

On the cover:
Blue Man Group
Lindsey Best

800-767-3489
Fax: 616-393-0085
GroupTour.com

Group Tour Media is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association
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REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR CURRICULUM WITH DISCOUNTED, GUIDED TOURS
Get out of the classroom and into history with a customized field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. History lives here and your students will never forget it.
Roam through 18th-century America. Meet the patriots and be inspired by the moments of our independence.

Book your school or youth group trip today: call 1-800-228-8878, email groupsales@cwf.org, visit colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

news & notes
Ideas for planning educational travel.

Universal Orlando Resort reveals new experience
at The Wizarding World of Harry Potter
Hagrid’s Magical Creatures Motorbike Adventure will open June 13, 2019 in The Wizarding World of
Harry Potter – Hogsmeade at Universal’s Islands of Adventure, and feature the most highly-themed coaster
yet. For the first time ever, guests will fly with Hagrid on a thrilling roller coaster ride that plunges into the
path of some of the wizarding world’s rarest magical creatures.
universalorlando.com

never miss
an issue!
Student Group Tour
is your resource for
educational travel.
• Regionally focused
content
• STEAM, performance
and sports destinations
• Tips for headache-free
travel planning
• 100% FREE!

GroupTour.com/educators

WonderWorks Secret
Laboratory to open
in Missouri
In fall 2019, WonderWorks, an indoor amusement park for the mind, will open its sixth location
in Branson, Missouri, bringing STEM-focused
activities for all ages to the area. WonderWorks will
offer guests over 100 hands-on activities focused
on science, technology, engineering, art and
mathematics, with interactive exhibits about natural
disasters, light, sound, space and imagination.
The attraction will also feature a physical challenge
area, an interactive military experience and an
exhibit that gives a nod to Branson’s rich history.
wonderworksonline.com/branson-coming-soon

Groundbreaking technology
will headline new Dallas
Holocaust and Human
Rights Museum
The Dallas Holocaust Museum has joined
with USC Shoah Foundation to present Dimensions in Testimony, an initiative to preserve the
testimonies of Holocaust and genocide survivors
in a state-of-the-art, interactive format that will be
housed at the new Dallas Holocaust and Human
Rights Museum, opening in September 2019.
Museum visitors will have access to 18 interactive
testimonies from Holocaust survivors around the
world, as well as a survivor of the 1937 Nanjing
Massacre in China.
214- 741-7500, dallasholocaustmuseum.org

Continued on page 10
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APRYL
BLACK

Self-proclaimed band nerds, Apryl
and Corey Black met on a bus during a
summer marching drum corps. Corey
went on to become a band director, and
in 2003, he looked for a Washington,
D.C. music festival to travel to with
his band. Unfortunately, there were no
music festivals that year.
Where others saw post-9/11 travel
fears, Corey and Apryl Black saw opportunity; they started Capitol Music
Fest, which slowly evolved into today’s
Green Light Group Tours. The couple
has now been together for 19 years and
leads about 14,000 students on 200 tours
per year. Apryl gave Associate Editor
Cortney Erndt the inside scoop on their
experience in educational travel.

APRYL BLACK

Q. What is your favorite
student-friendly destination?

A. New York City, hands down. I’ve

seen Phantom of the Opera so many
times (28), the thought of hearing
the music one more time makes me
cringe (group leaders — there are other
shows), but what never gets old is seeing
a student take in the city for the first
time. That wide-eye, mouth-open, wowGreen Light Group Tours

Green Light Group Tours
plans all-inclusive trips

moment every human gets their first
time in New York City — it still gives
me goose bumps. I’ll see Phantom again
and again if it means more students get
that experience.
Travel makes us better humans. It
helps us to see our place in this world,
to realize how fortunate we are and to
gain perspective on how our actions and
words affect others. Travel is the greatest
gift you can give your students.

Q. What should an educator
look for in a tour company?

A. Likeability: Seriously, you have
to work with these people for many
months and if you like them, it will be
way more enjoyable.
Honesty and transparency: What
costs are not included? What hotel will
you stay in? Where will you eat lunch?
Look for specific answers.
Passion, specialty and reputation: We believe in fun, high-value,
life-changing, action-packed student
group tours. Every tour deserves to be
amazing because it may be a child’s only
experience in that city.
Insurance and safety precautions:
Choose a company that will keep your

students and their hard-earned money
safe. A tour company should carry at
least $2 million in liability insurance. You
also want traveler’s insurance with coverage for trip delays and medical needs.
Flexibility: Face it, no two tours are
created alike. Just like clothing, a onesize-fits-all tour does not hold a candle
to a custom-tailored suit.

Q. What tips do you have for
educators who travel with
large performance groups?

A. Do it! It will be your No. 1 recruiting

and retention tool. Colleges have been
chosen, careers have been determined,
friendships have been forged and confidence has been ignited tour after tour
and year after year.
Your hotel needs one elevator per
bus and a breakfast room large enough
to seat your whole group. Elect to have
one tour manager per bus; they will
keep your group movements cohesive.
Assign buses and chaperone groups well
in advance, and make sure your students
know which bus they are on and who
their designated chaperones are. Ask the
hotel to separate room keys by bus number and hand them out on the buses.
Also, choose restaurants that are accustomed to serving large groups and opt
for double-sided buffets when possible.
Last but not least, make travel a tradition. Parents should know what to expect
years in advance because they know your
group takes a beach trip every even year, a
big trip every odd year and an international trip once every four years. This breeds
enthusiasm and success. n

Green Light Group Tours
800-490-1820
greenlightgrouptours.com
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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news & notes
California Science Center
exhibit focuses on dogs
“Dogs! A Science Tail,” a hands-on science
exhibition that highlights the dynamic nature of the
bond between humans and dogs, is now on view
at the California Science Center in Los Angeles.
The temporary exhibit enables students to experience the extraordinary way that dogs see, hear,
and smell the world. As a special daily feature,
there will be live demonstrations of dogs in various
roles, showing rescue, agility, sensory and service
skills.
213-744-2019, californiasciencecenter.org

Exhibit explores Indiana
archaeological dig
“You Are There 1939: Exploring Angel Mounds”
is a new exhibit at the Eugene and Marilyn Glick

Indiana History Center in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Students enter a re-creation of the archaeological
dig at Angel Mounds in southern Indiana and talk
to workers on the brink of uncovering the site of
a once-thriving Mississippian town. Meet actors
portraying Glenn Black and his amateur team of

temporary workers, many from the Works Project
Administration. See original artifacts and tools. The
exhibit is on view through Aug. 9, 2020.
317-234-0077, indianahistory.org

A NEW WAY TO PLAN
YOUR CLASS TRIPS

Organize Better Student Trips
from anywhere, anytime and on
any device.
Use GroupTools to plan your event, manage
permission slips, invite students and
collect payments.

www.GroupTools.com
10
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Coastal Georgia Historical Society

World War II Home Front Museum now open
Back in December, the World War II Home Front Museum opened in St. Simons Island, Georgia. The
museum details coastal Georgia’s multifaceted role during World War II and shows how the community
was innovative, industrious and united when the world was at war and so much was at stake. The museum
celebrates the national spirit and common sense of duty that connects the country as Americans.
912-634-7093, coastalgeorgiahistory.org/visit/world-war-ii-museum
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

STUDY GUIDE

5 safety tips A
for every student group

tour company’s rapport with student groups speaks to
its top priority: student safety.
Green Light Group Tours specializes in performance
group travel for bands, choirs, orchestras, theater classes
and dance teams. In addition, the company leads travel for
those with less luggage, like 8th-grade class trips.
Apryl Black of Green Light Group Tours suggests the
following safety tips for all student travel leaders.

Green Light Group Tours • 800-490-1820 • greenlightgrouptours.com

1 Head count
Any time the bus is
loaded or the group
enters a subway, it’s
imperative to count
heads and move the
group together. A
simple head count
can be more efficient
than calling roll or
having students call
out their assigned
number. When
enjoying free time,
consider splitting
the students into
small groups with an
assigned chaperone
so they can explore
more freely.

2 Hire a
professional
A tour operator will
use their years of
experience to book
a hotel in a safe
neighborhood, a
reliable bus company,
a student-friendly
show, and other
activities and meals
that are safe and
group-appropriate.
Ask to have a tour
manager on the
trip; this person will
be there 24 hours
per day, act as a
knowledgeable friend
and enhance the
experience — ensuring
the trip runs smoothly
and as planned.

3 Stay rested
A well-rested traveler
is a happy and
healthy traveler. Allow
the tour operator to
book a nighttime
hotel security guard
who will monitor the
hallways and make
sure your students
stay safe and in
their rooms. This
also will allow the
adults on your trip
to rest easy and be
pleasant travelers
come morning.
Also, encourage
travelers to drink
water. Dehydration
is the No. 1 reason
travelers become ill,
yet it’s 100 percent
preventable. Carry
several cases of water
underneath the bus.

4 Collect health
information
Hire a tour operator
who collects medical
information like
allergies, and who
purchases a traveler’s
insurance policy on
your behalf. They can
submit all allergies to
the restaurants on the
itinerary, so students
stay safe and well-fed.
And, should anyone
need medical attention
during the trip, they
have the paperwork
to authorize medical
care and the insurance
policy that will help
with medical expenses.

5 Communicate
Keep students in
the know by making
sure they all have
a detailed itinerary.
One idea is to put
the information on a
lanyard around their
neck. Utilize a texting
service like Remind or
WhatsApp to confirm
departure times,
meeting points and
to communicate with
travelers who may
have questions along
the way.

Green Light Group Tours
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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CENTER
S TA G E
Performance venues
embrace students’
creativity & confidence

By Cortney Erndt

Cloclwise from top left: Brent Moore, Playhouse Square (2), Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, Jason Isaac
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T

heater, music or dance — above
all, the performing arts revolve
around creative expression.
Whether portraying a character on
stage or sneaking a peek behind the
scenes, students will celebrate the depth
of human emotion, learn the significance
of critical feedback and develop
cognitive abilities complementary to
other disciplines. Qualities entwined
with stage performance, from courage
to perseverance, follow students

throughout their future careers and lives.
The arts teach society about itself,
pointing out attitudes, mindsets, current
conditions and even historical context.
It’s this dynamic source of education —
kinetic energy, stimulating visuals and
sound — that awakens an understanding
not found in textbooks. The following
student-friendly destinations are worth a
standing ovation.

P L A Z A T H E AT R E

BLUE MAN GROUP

Glasgow, Kentucky

Las Vegas, Nevada

Home to many community, church
and civic groups, Plaza Theatre is often
utilized for concerts, plays and recitals.
Customized tours can be arranged for
student groups.
“We have a very intimate theater
space,” said Carolyn Glodfelter,
executive director of Plaza Theatre.
“The 1934 historic Plaza is like walking
back in time, but with all the modern
amenities to see any live theater
performance, concert or movie. We
love taking students into the original
projection room and showing them how
‘new’ technology worked in the 1930s
to 1950s.”
The theater was a dream of Bruce
Aspley, who purchased his first theater
in 1915, The Dixie, located in Glasgow
above the Bradford Hardware Store.
He then went on to purchase the Lyon
Opera House in downtown Glasgow,
later renamed the Trigg Theatre. Money
from this successful operation was used
to finance the Plaza Theatre.
“The Plaza Theatre is a great way
to experience history,” Glodfelter said.
“It was built as a segregated theater
during the Great Depression. Touring the
theater is a great opportunity to explore
these topics.”
Glodfelter recommends middle and
high school students visit to see The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Oct. 25–27,
2019, and It’s A Wonderful Life, Dec.
13–15, 2019.

As three bald, blue men explore
the world, together with students in
the 830-seat Blue Man Theater, they
discover music, comedy and surprises
at every turn.
“By the end of this spectacular
journey, students will be saying, ‘I don’t
even know what just happened, but
I loved it,’” said Jenn Oshiro, senior
sales manager for Cirque du Soleil
Entertainment Group. “We offer at least
one school-only matinee each spring,
making it perfect for a field trip.”
Additionally, Blue Man Group offers
a backstage tour experience, Behind the
Blue. Educational components can be
tailored to any age group.
“But by far, the most fun and
interesting experience student groups
can book is a theater talkback where
they can speak with a performer or crew
member, as well as be in the house
for soundcheck,” Oshiro said. “It’s a
great way to experience the real-life
preparations required to put on our
award-winning show. Our performers,
especially our band, love having student
groups in the theater. They can see the
fun you’re having in the audience and
feed off your energy.”
In addition to Las Vegas, Blue Man
Group is based in Boston, Chicago,
New York City, Orlando and Berlin,
Germany.

Plaza Theatre
270-361-2101
historicplaza.com

Blue Man Group
702-352-0316
groups.blueman.com

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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HISTORIC RCA STUDIO B
Nashville, Tennessee
Located on the famed Music Row,
Historic RCA Studio B gives students a
chance to learn what it’s like to record
in a professional studio — and to hear
stories about performers who came
before them.
“As one of the most famous studios
in the world, Historic RCA Studio B
immediately fills you with creative
energy,” said Dana Romanello, senior
tourism and admission sales manager
at the Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum, which helps preserve the
studio. “To stand where Elvis Presley
and Dolly Parton stood, and recorded
many of their hits, is an experience like
no other. Students get to walk among the
many original instruments and equipment
used on over 1,000 top 10 hits.”
Students receive private, guided
tours of the studio, and learn about the
evolution of recording technology and
the science of sound. The tour gives
Jason Isaac
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students an up-close, inside look at the
music industry, while also showcasing
advancements made since 1957 — and
not just in recording technology.
“This studio was breaking barriers in
regard to racial equality, women’s rights
and creative freedom,” Romanello said.
“Our hope is that every student leaves
feeling inspired in some way — to write
a song, be the next record executive like
Chet Atkins, or simply stand up for what
they believe in.”
Aside from touring the studio,
students are encouraged to make their
own recording during their visit. As part
of the Star for a Day itinerary, students
may spend up to 30 minutes recording
a selection of songs from their own
repertoire.
Historic RCA Studio B
800-852-6437
studiob.org

P L AY H O U S E S Q U A R E
Cleveland, Ohio
During a tour of Playhouse Square,
students discover how the theaters
were built, how they were saved from
the wrecking ball and how Playhouse
Square has become a center for
excitement and economic development.
“Most people are surprised by the
size of Playhouse Square,” said Cindi
Szymanski, assistant director, brand
marketing and communications. “With
11 performance spaces and more than
a million guests each year, we are the
largest performing arts center in the
United States outside of New York’s
Lincoln Center. Five of our spaces are
historic theaters that were built in the
early 1920s. All have been beautifully
restored, making them a show in their
own right.”
Szymanski said middle and high
school students often attend Broadway
shows and special student matinee
performances that either Playhouse
Square or its resident companies
present.
“Theater tours are quite popular,
and we also have a program called
Careers in the Performing Arts that gives
students the opportunity to find out
what it’s like to be part of a production,
whether on stage or behind the
scenes,” she said. “Our Group Services
Department is ready to assist educators
in planning a visit to Playhouse Square
and will help every step of the way
from securing tickets and bus parking,
to finding the best place for lunch or
dinner.”
Szymanski recommends students
visit to see Disney’s The Lion King, Aug.
7–Sept. 1, 2019, and Disney’s Frozen, in
the summer of 2020.
Playhouse Square
216-640-8600
playhousesquare.org

From top: CK Photo/Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, Playhouse Square (2)
Apr • May • Jun • Jul

15

5

Stops

Cleveland
O h i o
For one-of-a-kind experiences, like
a day at the world’s only Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame or a sightseeing tour of
Lake Erie aboard the Nautica Queen,
consider Cleveland for the next student
group destination.
“In Cleveland, students can
experience world-class arts, culture
and rock ‘n’ roll,” said Jane Tougouma,
group sales manager for Destination
Cleveland.
Located in northeastern Ohio,
Cleveland is bordered by the shore of
Lake Erie and the vast greenspace of
both the Cuyahoga Valley National Park
and the Cleveland Metroparks. The city

16

holds exciting attractions, events and
opportunities for students.
“Groups also can choose from
more than 40 student performance
opportunities throughout the region,
ranging from the main stage at the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame to Progressive
Field, home of the Cleveland Indians,”
Tougouma said.
In addition to first-class attractions,
a variety of dining options and
accommodations round out an
unforgettable trip to Cleveland.
Destination Cleveland provides free
group services to help tour operators
and educators create an ideal package.

FUN FACTS
• Cleveland is the home of Jerry
Siegel and Joe Shuster, the late
creators of Superman.
• Cleveland was a filming location
for A Christmas Story, The Avengers
and Captain America 2: The Winter
Soldier.

Aerial Agents
Spring 2019 • GroupTour.com

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

University Circle

To enhance music curriculums for
grades K–12, the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame’s “Rockin’ the Schools” program
puts a spin on music education with
classes like “The Birth of Hip-Hop
Culture” and “Shake, Rattle and
Roll: The Building Blocks of Music.”
Students also can grab a front-row
seat to previous Induction Ceremonies
in the Power of Rock Experience or
“Voice Their Choice” for future Rock
Hall Inductees in the new “Hall of
Fame” exhibit.

Groups can spend the day touring
University Circle, the nation’s most
concentrated square mile of art
and cultural institutions. Budding
arts aficionados can interact with
masterpieces at the Cleveland Museum
of Art or immerse in a performance
by the world-renowned Cleveland
Orchestra. History buffs can journey
through the region’s past at the
Cleveland History Center or go back
in time to when dinosaurs roamed
the earth at the Cleveland Museum of
Natural History.

Great Lakes
Science Center
Science, technology, engineering
and math come together in interactive
exhibits and demonstrations at the
Great Lakes Science Center. Students
can travel through space at the NASA
Glenn Visitor Center, get hands-on
with design and engineering in the
Cleveland Creates Zone or engage
with an augmented reality sandbox.
From May through September, groups
can learn about life on a Great Lakes
freighter aboard the William G. Mather
Steamship.

5 STOPS

Cleveland, Ohio
GO
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
216-862-8803, ext. 7715
greaterclevelandaquarium.com
Great Lakes Science Center
216-621-2400
greatscience.com

Playhouse Square
At Playhouse Square, the largest
performing arts center outside of
New York City, student groups can
experience a variety of performances,
including the KeyBank Broadway Series,
which includes a pre-show “Broadway
Buzz” session. Backstage tours show
how art and science combine to create
a memorable performance. The world’s
largest permanent outdoor chandelier
is sure to dazzle students as they step
off the motorcoach. For more about
Playhouse Square, see our cover story
on page 12.

Greater Cleveland
Aquarium
Located inside the FirstEnergy
Powerhouse, a late 19th-century
landmark that generated electric
power for Cleveland’s streetcar lines,
the aquarium offers a unique setting
to learn about life under the sea.
Students receive a hands-on learning
experience with two interactive touch
pools (one with stingrays and one with
invertebrates). They can ask questions
of deep-sea divers as they swim
alongside sharks, stingrays and moray
eels in a 230,000-gallon SeaTube.

Playhouse Square
216-348-7909
playhousesquare.org
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
216-515-1228
rockhall.com
University Circle
216-707-4640
universitycircle.org

ASK
Destination Cleveland
216-875-6607
thisiscleveland.com

Clockwise from top left: Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, ThisisCleveland.com, Great Lakes Science Center, Dale McDonald/ThisisCleveland.comt, Cody York/ThisisCleveland.com
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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Grand Rapids
Michigan

SOCIAL STUDIES
Head to the Gerald
R. Ford Presidential
Museum in downtown
Grand Rapids. Thanks
to a recent renovation and expansion,
there are new interactive displays and
an 8,000-square-foot, two-story addition
called the DeVos Learning Center
for school field trips and day visits. As
students walk through the museum, they
learn everything about the 38th U.S.
president.

HISTORY
The three floors of the
Grand Rapids Public
Museum offer traveling
and permanent exhibits.
The museum is located across from the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum and
is part of the Culture Pass GR. Guided
and self-guided tours are available, and
a planetarium presents daily shows.
Permanent exhibits include “Streets
of Old Grand Rapids,” “Newcomers:
The People of This Place” and “West
Michigan Habitats.”

ART
Travel to Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture
Park, a 158-acre indoor
and outdoor garden and
sculpture park that is a great place for
educational exploration. Some self-led
tours include Wetlands Bingo, Sculpture
Hunt, and Weird and Wild Plants Around
the World. Guided tours for students
range from the Science Tour, Surviving
the Tropics and the Beyond Bronze
Art Tour. Classroom activities also are
available, like Incredible Edible Plants,
Examining Adaptions: Wing It! and
Rangoli: Creating Diwali Décor.
Experience Grand Rapids
877-847-4847, ext. 3574
experiencegr.com

Clockwise from top: Experience Grand Rapids, Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum, Experience Grand Rapids (2)
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John Deere Pavilion
aims to inspire innovators
Each year, hundreds of school groups
visit the John Deere Pavilion in downtown Moline, Illinois. Through a series
of state-of-the-art exhibits, students
experience the history of John Deere, the
man, and the growth of John Deere, the
company.
The pavilion features a variety of fun
and informative hands-on exhibits about
Deere & Company’s global businesses
and products, its history and its heritage.
In addition to learning from the many
exhibits and displays, students touch and
see combines, dozers, excavators and
forestry machines, and can climb into
machines to get behind the wheels of
innovation.
“As one of our core values, innovation
is critical to the success of John Deere,”
said Brigitte Tapscott, manager of the
John Deere Attractions. “But for innovation to thrive, there must be dynamic
educational opportunities to teach and
inspire our next generation of innovators.
At the John Deere Pavilion and other
attractions, we invest in projects that offer
stimulating, rewarding and pioneering
educational experiences for youth.”
Students of all ages love the interactive
qualities the exhibits offer, Tapscott said.
But by far, middle school and high school
students enjoy the product simulators the
most. They can test their skills on state-

of-the-art simulators, which look, sound
and feel like the real machines. Currently,
simulators include a crawler dozer, an
excavator and a loader.
Older students also enjoy learning
about technology and innovation, and
they will see several concept machines on
display exclusively at the pavilion.
“The John Deere Pavilion is a place
where students can apply what they learn
at school — in science, technology, geography and biology — to how it affects
our world and how everything we do is
ultimately linked to the land,” Tapscott
said. “We also offer a unique environment where students learn about the big
challenges facing a growing global population, and ways Deere & Company and

John Deere & Company

others are working to help address these
challenges. More importantly, we hope it
offers inspiration for students to become
our next generation of great innovators.”
Since the pavilion opened more than
20 years ago, it has consistently been a
top attraction in the Quad Cities and
Illinois.
Educators may want to consider packaging a tour for middle and high-school
students to include a Deere factory tour,
a visit the Deere Family Homes and/or
a trip to the John Deere Historic site in
Grand Detour, Illinois, and the Tractor &
Engine Museum in Waterloo, Iowa. n
John Deere Pavilion
visitjohndeere.com

Great location...
Excellent service...

Thousands of
delighted guests.
217.789.2360 x 5525

terry.truman@Springfield.il.us

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Proudly serving the
Group Tour market in
Detroit for over 25 years.
3000 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, MI 48101 • 1.800.342.5802 • 313.271.1600 p/f

www.bestwesterngreenfield.com
Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated.

Apr • May • Jun • Jul

19

GROUPS OFTEN HAVE THE SAME
RESPONSE TO CLEVELAND.
They come back.

#1

U.S.
DESTINATION

Join in at This isCLEveland.com | #This isCLE
Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:

Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org + Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org

© JEFF GREENBERG

Discount group rates
start at 15 guests – buy
online and skip the line!
Start planning a rock star experience for
your groups today by calling 216-515-1228
or contact sales@rockhall.org
BONO OF U2
Inducted 2005

LIFE SAVERS CANDY, THE
MODERN GOLF BALL AND
THE ELECTRIC STREET LIGHT

WERE
1100 Rock and Roll Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44114

INVENTED

RIGHT HERE IN CLEVELAND

rockhall.com/visit
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Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Lake Erie Canopy Tours

Sausalito on Ninth

Experience an awe-inspiring view of
Lake Erie as you zip over creeks and
foliage in Geneva State Park. Open
May–October, Lake Erie Canopy Tours
offers a natural setting for a thrilling
day of discovery. Plan zipline excursions
with side-by-side double ziplines and
treetop towers up to 60 feet high.
Or take advantage of the adventure
courses, kayak and pedal boat rentals.
With so many combinations for fun,
Lake Erie Canopy Tours is your perfect
outing this year! Call today and get 10%
off your group of 10 or more!

Sausalito on Ninth is the perfect
spot for a quick bite to eat downtown.
You can enjoy a table for two in the
middle of the downtown hustle and
bustle, or dine with a group of 60+
in our private mezzanine front dining
room overlooking the same downtown
excitement. With fresh, top notch
ingredients and exciting flavor you can
enjoy a fine dining experience on a fast
food budget. Making Sausalito on Ninth
your student group tour lunch choice is
definitely the logical one.

866-601-1973
LakeErieCanopyTours.com
Located at The Lodge at Geneva
4888 North Broadway,
Geneva-on-the-Lake, OH 44041

216-696-2233
sausalitoCLE.com
1360 East 9th Street unit 125
Cleveland, OH 44114
1st floor of IMG building

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Medina County

Explore the Possibilities
Experience year-round Christmas
entertainment at Castle Noel. Students
will enjoy seeing props, set pieces and
costumes from some of their favorite
Christmas movies. View Christmas
window displays from NYC department
stores. Visit agricultural farms, markets
and orchards. Stop in Medina with its
many shops/restaurants in the historic
Victorian Square. Enjoy parks, outlets,
history, first-rate lodging and dining
and so much more. Just 30 miles from
Cleveland and Akron.
800-860-2943
info@visitmedinacounty.com

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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GREAT LAKES

located at
the intersection
of art, history and
culture

H-DMuseum.com
877-HD-MUSEUM
©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley,
Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.
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Discovery awaits at
Science Museum of Minnesota
The Science Museum of Minnesota
in downtown Saint Paul brings science,
technology, engineering, math and social
studies concepts to life.
“Many of our schools introduce or
wrap up a unit of study with a field trip
to the museum,” said Larry Thomas,
director of student programs. “With our
self-guided explorations, hands-on exhibits, theater performances and educator
guides, students can maximize their
learning experience.”
The goal of the museum’s educational programs is to engage students and
teachers in relevant and impactful STEM
learning experiences both at the museum
and throughout the state.
“Our live demonstration and interpretation programs captivate students in
the explorations of topics ranging from
electricity to dinosaurs, cryogenics to
storms on stage,” Thomas said. “School
Outreach and Science Live performances
invite and excite student learning in large
group settings.”
Located on the banks of the Mississippi River, the museum offers 370,000
square feet of space. It includes a
10,000-square-foot temporary exhibit
gallery, five permanent galleries, acres of
outdoor space and an Imax Convertible
Dome Omnitheater.
There is a little bit of something for
everyone in the museum’s exhibits and
programs, Thomas said. From sportsology to dinosaurs and fossils, students

explore STEM topics that apply to them.
The best part about the museum’s
school programs, according to Thomas, is
that students can participate in facilitated
learning experiences with the museum’s
talented team of educators as they interact with exhibits, demonstrations and
hands-on activities.
Science Museum of Minnesota offers
multiple scholarships and subsidies to
promote increased accessibility for outreach and field trips. n
Science Museum of Minnesota
651-221-9444
smm.org
Experiment Gallery

Science Museum of Minnesota

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Explore natural world at
Canadian Museum of Nature
Students discover all of Canada’s
nature under one roof at the Canadian
Museum of Nature.
Located in a “castle” in downtown Ottawa, Ontario, the museum’s five floors of
galleries include dinosaurs, a blue whale
skeleton, iconic Canadian mammals,
minerals and gemstones, Canadian birds
and live insects.
The new Canada Goose Arctic Gallery, an Ontario Signature Experience,
offers a unique window to the Arctic’s
geography, climate, people and wildlife.
“Students will have a great time
exploring the museum,” said Dana
Murchison, head of programs. “There is
something for everyone to discover —
from dinosaurs, minerals and insects to
3D movies. And when they leave, some
may even be inspired to think about their
connections to the natural world and
how to protect it.”
The museum is interactive and fun for
students, said Lorna Sierolawski, group
sales and marketing lead. She noted the
museum was recently renovated, and the
new galleries offer lots of visitor touch
points. Students can have fun creating a
volcano or earthquake, or they can play a
number of other interactive games in the
Earth Gallery.
In the Arctic Gallery, students love Beyond Ice, a unique multimedia installation
where they can touch panels of real ice.
A popular evening activity called
Night at the Museum is run from April
to June for student groups of 50 or more.
This after-hours visit and taco buffet is
a lot of fun for students and teachers,
Sierolawski said.
Themed workshops include hands-on
activities; they are targeted to a group’s
specific grade level and tailored to curricula (Ontario and Quebec). Subject
areas include living things, water, plants,
rocks and minerals, the Arctic, habitats,
anatomy, biodiversity and sustainability.
Workshops are offered from October
through June.
Students of all ages also can enjoy

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE

NATURE

UP CLOSE AND

PERSONAL
Martin Lipman, Canadian Museum of Nature

guided tours or do-it-yourself tours of the
museum’s world-class galleries. New this
year, students can compare and contrast polar and grizzly bears in a guided
Hands-On Polar Bear Tour.
“We hope students have fun visiting
the museum, that they learn something
new about the natural world and that they
can’t wait to return,” Sierolawski said.
Group rates are offered for a minimum
of 15 people, and there is one free admission for every 20 people. Group menus are
available and free motorcoach parking is
available adjacent to the museum. n

240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

Canadian Museum of Nature
613-566-4235
nature.ca

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

STAY AT OTTAWA’S
LARGEST SUMMER
HOTEL!
ROOMS STARTING AT
JUST $38 A NIGHT!
613-520-5611 | stay@carleton.ca
conferenceservices.carleton.ca

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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TORONTO

THEATRE
“THIS HEART-WARMING MUSICAL

LIVES UP TO THE HYPE.
THE BUZZ IS ENTIRELY JUSTIFIED.”
The Globe and Mail

2nd

PHOTO OF ORIGINAL CANADIAN CAST BY MATTHEW MURPHY

YEAR

THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

NOW ON STAGE
Elgin Theatre

Booking Groups
Until Dec 2019

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
touches hearts, teaches minds
Middle and high school students
observe and connect with animals from
around the world at the Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium. The site is located
in Powell, Ohio, a northern suburb of
Columbus.
Students may investigate animal
behavior through the use of ethograms,
discover an interest in pursuing a zoorelated career, or use critical thinking
and problem-solving skills to find unique
ways to shrink their schools’ environmental impacts to help animals across
the globe.
“We hope to inspire a lifelong conservation ethic in students, and help
them use their critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills when making
decisions affecting the environment,” said
Brandon Good, the Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium’s manager of curriculum de-

The fate of Narnia is at stake!
Wild adventures, daring escapes,
perfect for student groups.

DEH_2018_5.5x8.375_poster.indd 1

2019-01-11 11:29 AM

NOW ON STAGE

Royal Alexandra Theatre

Booking Groups
Until Dec 2019

1.800.724.6420
416.593.4142
for a complete line-up of shows!
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2019 SEASON

13 plays including The Horse
and His Boy, Brigadoon, Cyrano
de Bergerac, The Glass Menagerie
and A Christmas Carol.

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

velopment and implementation. “Because
there is so much to see and do at the zoo,
it’s easy to find something that fits most
individual interests.

Grahm S. Jones, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium

“A visit allows students to make their
own personal connections with the
animals and to discover why the natural world is important to them,” Good
added. “You must touch the heart to
teach the mind.”
The zoo and aquarium offers downloadable, self-guided field trip materials
from its website to enhance the school
trip experience, make planning easier
and assist in meeting curriculum needs.
Good said visiting the zoo provides
unique experiences for students to make
individual connections with the animals
they love, and use critical thinking and
problem-solving skills to make a positive
impact on all living things.
Home to more than 10,000 animals
representing over 600 species from
around the globe, the Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium leads and inspires by connecting people and wildlife. The zoo complex
includes the 22-acre Zoombezi Bay water
park and 18-hole Safari Golf Course.
The zoo and aquarium also manages
The Wilds, a 10,000-acre conservation
center and safari park in southeastern
Ohio.
The zoo annually contributes more
than $4 million of privately raised funds
to support conservation projects worldwide. n
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
614-645-3550
columbuszoo.org

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL
Publication: Student Group Tour Magazine
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc
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Memorable experiences are better shared. Looking to ignite a passion for learning and
exploration? Students of all ages will love to hear you announce “next stop, Hornblower
Niagara Cruises” as you start your adventures in Niagara Falls, Canada. With student and
youth group incentives including special rates, complimentary tickets, admission on the
new Hornblower Niagara Funicular, plentiful on-site amenities and more, we make it
simple and rewarding for teachers to plan a voyage that their students will treasure.

B O O K Y O U R T O U R T O D AY. E M A I L G R O U P S @ N I A G A R A C R U I S E S . C O M .

5

Stops

Boston

M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Student groups visiting Boston will
easily learn why the city is nicknamed
the Cradle of Liberty. As one of the
oldest cities in the United States,
Boston’s rich history makes it the
perfect classroom.
“When middle and high school
students visit Boston, they are
discovering a city where the historical
landmarks stand beside cutting-edge
attractions, and renowned performance
theaters brush shoulders with amazing
restaurants,” said Audrey Bedoucha,
president of Boston Attractions Group.
“Students are steps away from the
country’s best universities and will

gain exciting experiential opportunities
through history, entertainment and
wildlife.”
While exploring the city, students
learn of Boston’s many firsts. Boston
Common is the oldest public park in
the United States and Public Garden
was the country’s first public botanical
garden. Boston also is home to the first
subway system, the first Thanksgiving
and the first public beach.
The city offers plentiful possibilities
for students touring the city. Whether the
group seeks to tour colleges, perform in
front of a crowd or interact with history,
Boston is waiting to welcome students.

FUN FACTS
• Boston is named after a town in
England.
• The Fig Newtown cookie was
named after a Boston suburb.
• The Boston Cream Pie dessert
was created at Boston’s Parker
House Hotel in 1856.
Kyle Klein Photography
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Boston Duck Tours

Faneuil Hall Marketplace

Freedom Trail

A great way to begin a student visit
to Boston is with Boston Duck Tours. The
fully-narrated, historic tour of Boston takes
place in a WWII-style amphibious vehicle
that travels on land and water. The tour
cruises by all the places that make Boston
the birthplace of freedom and a city of
firsts. Just when students think they’ve
seen it all, the duck vehicle drives right
into the Charles River for a breathtaking
view of the Boston and Cambridge
skylines.

Located in the historic heart of Boston,
Faneuil Hall Marketplace welcomes
students to walk through history and
experience the city’s central meeting
place. Students can walk along the aged
cobblestones to enjoy performances by
world-renowned street performers, smell
and taste wonderfully diverse ethnic foods
in the Quincy Market Food Colonnade —
the largest international food hall in New
England — and shop for goods from all
over the world at over 100 shops and
specialty pushcarts.

Boston’s iconic Freedom Trail
is a 2½-mile, red-lined walking trail on
city sidewalks leading to 16 nationally
significant official Freedom Trail historic
sites. Established in 1951, the trail is a
unique collection of museums, churches,
meeting houses, burying grounds, parks,
a ship and historic markers that tell the
story of the American Revolution and
beyond. Freedom Trail tours are led by
Freedom Trail Players, a troupe of 18thcentury costumed guides.

5 STOPS
Boston, Massachusetts
GO
Boston Duck Tours
617-267-3825
bostonducktours.com

Harvard and MIT tours

Franklin Park Zoo

Founded by Harvard alumni,
Trademark Tours is the leading private
provider of tour and event services
at Harvard and MIT. All tours and
programs are led by current Harvard
and MIT students. Harvard tour stops
include the Old Yard, the John Harvard
Statue, Widener Library and Harvard
Square. MIT tours cover Kendall Square,
the Green Building, the Great Dome
and Harvard Bridge. Both tours share
information about the colleges’ history
and culture, as well as famous alumni.

Students discover incredible animal
species from all over the world at
Franklin Park Zoo. Located within
historic Franklin Park, the zoo plays
a role in connecting people to the
natural world while providing engaging,
memorable experiences. Visitors of all
ages learn about fascinating species
including western lowland gorillas,
tigers, giraffes, zebras, kangaroos and
red pandas. Educational programs and
behind-the-scenes tours are available.

Faneuil Hall Marketplace
faneuilhallmarketplace.com
Franklin Park Zoo
617-541-5466
zoonewengland.org
Freedom Trail
617-357-8300
thefreedomtrail.org
Trademark Tours
855-455-8747
trademarktours.com

ASK
Boston Attractions Group
bostonattractionsgroup.com

Clockwise from top left: Boston Duck Tours, Faneuil Hall Marketplace, The Freedom Trail Foundation, Franklin Park Zoo, GBCVB
Apr • May • Jun • Jul

27

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

Fairfield County
Connecticut

HISTORY
A visit to the Civil Warera Lockwood-Mathews
Mansion Museum
includes tours of period
rooms and exhibitions. The National
Historic Landmark, one of Connecticut’s
most treasured heritage destinations,
offers educational programs with topics
including 19th-century history, art,
architecture, technology and economies.
Students learn about life during the
Victorian era, challenges after the Civil
War and the impact of new inventions,
like electricity, on everyday life.

ART
The Bruce Museum in
Greenwich presents more
than a dozen changing
exhibitions annually,
highlighting art, science and natural
history. The museum, which overlooks
Greenwich Harbor, features permanent
exhibition spaces including a minerals
gallery, a marine tank, and displays that
explain the environmental and historical
development of the area. Educational
programs are available.

SCIENCE
At SoundWaters, the
Long Island Sound is
the classroom. With its
homeport in Stamford,
SoundWaters inspires learning through
fun and rigorous hands-on science
via One Day Enrichment Programs,
Semester-Long Study and Internships.
Programs take place aboard the
SoundWaters, an 80-foot, three-misted
schooner, and at the SoundWaters
Coastal Education Center.
Western Connecticut Convention
& Visitors Bureau
860-567-4506
visitwesternct.com

Clockwise fromt top left: Sarah Grote, Courtesy Connecticut Office of Tourism (4)
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NEW ENGLAND

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum

Salem Witch Museum relates
events of 1962 to modern-day
In 1692, the infamous Salem witch
trials took place in the coastal Massachusetts city of Salem. In that year, more
than 200 men and women were accused
of witchcraft, 19 of whom were convicted
and hung for their “crimes.”
The Salem Witch Museum, housed
in a renovated historic church building
in downtown Salem, follows the history
of witches, witchcraft and witch hunts
through the ages.
“We hope students leave our museum
with a deeper understanding of how the
events of the Salem witch trials unfolded,
and how those events can be related to
modern-day experiences,” said Rachel
Christ, director of education at the
museum.
A museum visit includes two exhibit
presentations; the first examines the
events of 1692, while the second provides
a larger view of the phenomenon of witch
hunts throughout history.
“Middle/high school students should
expect to view two presentations,” Christ
said. “The first takes place in a darkened
auditorium, where stage sets light up to
a narration describing the events of that
dark year. They will then be brought into
a second presentation which consists of a
staff-guided tour led by a knowledgeable
tour guide. During this presentation, students will learn about where the image of
a witch first originated, how witch hunts
began and ended in Europe, what the
term ‘witch’ means today, and how witch

We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

Salem Witch Museum

hunts are relevant throughout history.”
The museum experience typically
lasts one hour. The museum can accommodate groups of 125 students.
“Educators and student tour planners
will be able to offer a unique and comprehensive experience to their groups, which
is applicable for learners of all ages,”
Christ said.
The museum is located near studentfriendly restaurants and can provide a list
of those establishments to travel planners.
“We are just a short walk away from
the Salem Public Common, so if students
would like to bring packed lunches, they
can have lunch across the street in the
large open area,” Christ said. n
Salem Witch Museum
978-744-1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

19 1/2 Washington Square North
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Translated into French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Japanese,
Cantonese & Mandarin

978.744.1692

salemwitchmuseum.com
Open Year Round i

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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Maine Maritime Museum
showcases seafaring history

Maine Maritime Museum
The

Experiential learning is key at Maine
Maritime Museum. The museum is
located in Bath, fondly known as The City
of Ships, and sits on a 20-acre waterfront
campus on the banks of the Kennebec River, the site of the Percy & Small Shipyard.
Its programs teach students about the

Blending comfort and
convenience with affordability!

Located in Boston’s
historic Back Bay.
Walking distance to all that Boston
has to offer. Make your stay in Boston
convenient, and affordable. For our
guaranteed lowest available rate visit our
website, where you’ll find great savings
and packages throughout the year!
We look forward to seeing you!

Email or call Gregg Bolduc:
gbolduc@midtownhotel.com | 617-369-6285
220 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115
www.midtownhotel.com
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state’s maritime heritage and culture.
“The museum offers a one-of-a-kind
experience thanks to our historic location,
world-class collection and access to the
water,” said Katie Spiridakis, marketing
and communications manager at the museum. “Maine Maritime Museum education programs use experiential learning to
create fun, hands-on activities that explore
a range of subjects, from history to fisheries. Our 75-passenger cruise boat allows
teachers to bring their classes to some of
the area’s unique waterways for lessons in
environmental science.”
The museum’s education program
topics have age-appropriate lesson plans
and focus on science and technology, or
social studies. Programs are set in the
6,220-square-foot lobster fishery exhibit, the shipbuilding yard or among the
museum’s collection of 20,000 artifacts.
Educational activities include hauling
lobster traps, building a wooden vessel
model, using period tools such as augers
and participating in the “Lobstermen’s
Challenge Course.”
“[I hope students take away] an appreciation for Maine’s role in global history and a greater understanding of the
unique environment of the Maine coast,”
Spiridakis said.
After an educational program, student
groups can explore the museum’s campus.
They can walk through the country’s last
remaining shipyard and see original shipyard buildings and the full-size sculpture of
the schooner Wyoming, the largest wooden
sailing vessel ever built in North America.
The museum’s working boatshop
showcases Maine’s wooden boatbuilding
tradition. In addition to chatting with
craftsmen, students can participate in
workshops that teach traditional woodworking techniques.
Box lunches are available with advance
notice. The museum is open year-round. n
Maine Maritime Museum
207-443-1316
mainemaritimemuseum.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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The Mark Twain House & Museum
shares literary legacy
Students visiting Hartford, Connecticut, can jump into the pages of Mark
Twain’s real-life story at his former home.
The Mark Twain House & Museum, a
National Historic Landmark, was home
to Samuel Clemens (aka Mark Twain),
and his wife and daughters, from 1874
to 1891. It is the place where he penned
his most significant works, including
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Prince and
The Pauper and A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court.
The home is a stunning example
of early Stick-Style architecture. Its 25
rooms include a dramatic grand hall, a
lush glass conservatory, a grand library
and the billiards room where Twain
wrote his famous books.
“The Clemens family lived next door
to Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle

Tom’s Cabin,” said Jennifer LaRue, director of marketing and public relations at
The Mark Twain House & Museum. “The
neighborhood was called Nook Farm, and
Hartford at that time was one of the wealthiest cities in the U.S. and a major center for
book publishing, insurance and banking.
And it was home to two of the most famous
authors in the U.S.: Twain and Stowe.”
The Mark Twain House is shown by
guided tour only, with each student tour
lasting 45 minutes. Students are taken
through the beautiful rooms where
Twain worked and raised his family. They
also learn about the fascinating times in
which he lived that influenced his books.
“We hope students will have a richer
appreciation of the legacy of Mark Twain
after the tour,” LaRue said.
In addition to tours, students can participate in education programs that meet

The Mark Twain House & Museum

curriculum needs. Topics include creative
writing, critical thinking, history, and
researching from primary and secondary
sources.
“Aside from the tour and classroom
experience, the museum features two galleries, a 23-minute Ken Burns documentary about Mark Twain and a museum
store,” LaRue said. “You can pre-order
lunches, too.” n
The Mark Twain House & Museum
860-247-0998
marktwainhouse.org

WO R K I N G W I T H T H E M AST E R S
Let Our Musicians INSPIRE Your Students!

M ASTERC L AS S ES

EDUCATIONAL WOR KSHOPS

These customizable classes offer ensembles the chance to
receive expert coaching from a Boston Symphony or Boston
Pops musician based on music you select. From Pep bands to
chamber choirs, let our musicians guide your ensemble to a
new level of performance!

Learn what it takes to be a professional musician in
these lecture-style classes. Aspiring musicians gain an
understanding of the professional orchestral world from
members of the Boston Symphony and Boston Pops
Orchestras as they share their knowledge of the audition
process, their instruments, performance, and practice. These
popular workshops include an open Q&A session in addition
to a performance of short excerpts.

Ticket purchase to a Boston Symphony or Boston Pops
performance is required in order to participate in the
Working With the Masters Program at Symphony Hall.

bso.org • 617-638-9345
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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5

Stops

Baltimore

M a r y l a n d
Located at the top of the
Chesapeake Bay, Baltimore is a
maritime city with nautical roots, awash
in opportunities for students to get on or
near the water.
As a major seafaring and trading
community, Baltimore was significant
in events that shaped the nation’s past,
including the American Revolution. The
city was once the second-leading port
of entry for European immigrants. And
today, Baltimore is Maryland’s largest
city and economic hub, still renowned
for its beautiful “Inner Harbor” — now a
model for cities around the world.
“When middle and high school

students visit Baltimore, they are
consistently just steps away from a
variety of colorful attractions, living
history and exciting, experiential
opportunities,” said Al Hutchinson,
president and CEO of Visit Baltimore.
“They can explore a diverse array of
cultural institutions and performing arts,
one-of-a-kind attractions and worldclass entertainment, all within walking
distance of Baltimore’s broad range of
accommodations and delicious dining
options. From history to performing
arts, adventures on the high seas and
much more, Baltimore offers unique,
unforgettable opportunities for students.”

FUN FACTS
• In 1774, the first United States
post office system was inaugurated
in Baltimore.
• The Baltimore Ravens, an NFL
team, was named in honor of Edgar
Allan Poe’s classic poem, “The
Raven.” Poe once lived and died in
Baltimore.
Visit Baltimore
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Reginald F. Lewis
Museum of Maryland
African American
History & Culture
The Reginald F. Lewis
Museum highlights the history and
accomplishments of Maryland’s AfricanAmericans, and encourages students
to think critically about themes of
family, community, slavery and art. The
permanent exhibit features objects such
as an original, autographed photograph of
Frederick Douglass and a first edition of
his autobiography.

National Aquarium

Maryland Science Center

With a mission to inspire conservation
of the world’s aquatic treasures, the
National Aquarium has hosted more
than 51 million guests since its opening.
It’s home to more than 20,000 fish,
birds, amphibians, reptiles and marine
mammals living in award-winning habitats.
Scheduled groups arriving by motorcoach
may use Gunther Circle for easy dropoff and pick-up. Education programs at
the Animal Care and Rescue Center are
offered for grades 6–12 from November
through February.

Major exhibits at Maryland Science
Center focus on dinosaurs and earth
science, the human body and space
exploration. The center is housed in a
dramatic building featuring three floors of
hands-on exhibits, the Davis Planetarium
and an IMAX Theater. Tours are selfguided; the center recommends allotting
two hours to visit the general exhibits. A
variety of grade-appropriate enrichment
experiences and hands-on activities are
available. Planetarium programs for school
groups are by advance reservation only.

5 STOPS
Baltimore, Maryland

GO
Fort McHenry National Monument and
Historic Shrine
410-962-4290, ext. 250
nps.gov/fomc

Historic Ships
in Baltimore
Historic Ships in Baltimore includes
five national historic landmarks: the
1854 Sloop-of-War USS Constellation;
the World War II submarine USS Torsk;
the USCGC Taney, the last surviving
warship afloat today from the attack on
Pearl Harbor; the Lightship Chesapeake;
and the Seven Foot Knoll Lighthouse,
built in 1856 to mark the mouth of the
Patapsco River. Guided group tours
include admission to the museum and a
walking tour through USS Constellation
with a Civil War-era sailor as host. Ask
about overnight adventures.

Fort McHenry
National Monument
and Historic Shrine
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry was the
site of a key War of 1812 battle and
the birthplace of “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” penned just off shore by
Francis Scott Key. At Fort McHenry,
students can find out what it was like to
be one of the soldiers during the Battle
of Baltimore, witness a re-enactment,
take in a twilight tattoo ceremony and
even see the Fort McHenry Guard
performing drill, musket and artillery
demonstrations. Join a ranger for a flag
change or Ranger Talk.

Historic Ships in Baltimore
410-396-3453
historicships.org
Maryland Science Center
410-545-5929
mdsci.org
National Aquarium
410-576-3833
aqua.org
Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture
443-263-1800
lewismuseum.org

ASK
Visit Baltimore
410-659-7090
baltimore.org

Clockwise from top left: Visit Baltimore (3), Creative Commons, Visit Baltimore
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

Philadelphia
Pennsylvania

HISTORY
The Museum of the
American Revolution
explores the dramatic,
surprising story of the
American Revolution through its
collection of Revolutionary-era weapons,
personal items, documents and works
of art. During student programs,
visitors learn about the causes of the
war, stand beneath a full-scale replica
of the Boston Liberty Tree, climb
aboard a privateer ship and watch the
Washington’s War Tent film.

CIVICS
Located just steps from
the Liberty Bell and
Independence Hall, the
National Constitution
Center shares the history and relevance
of the Constitution and allows students
to celebrate their freedoms and embrace
their role in the story of “We the People.”
Students watch a multimedia theater
presentation of Freedom Rising, visit
Signers Hall to sign the Constitution
alongside 42 life-size bronze statues of
the Founding Fathers and immerse in
innovative exhibits.

SOCIAL STUDIES
The National Museum
of American Jewish
History presents
educational programs
and experiences that preserve, explore
and celebrate the history of Jews in
America. Its purpose is to connect
Jews more closely to their heritage and
to inspire in people of all backgrounds
a greater appreciation for the diversity
of the American Jewish experience
and the freedoms to which Americans
aspire. The museum offers a variety of
student programs to choose from.
Philadelphia Convention
& Visitors Bureau
215-636-3312
discoverphl.com
Clockwise from top left: MoAR, National Constitution Center, Barry Halkin/Halkin Photography, MoAR
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Special exhibition focuses on women in Jamestown
“TENACITY: Women in Jamestown
and Early Virginia,” is a special exhibition on display through Jan. 5, 2020, at
Jamestown Settlement in Williamsburg,
Virginia. Students can explore littleknown, captivating personal stories of
real women in Jamestown and the early
Virginia colony and their tenacious spirit
and impact on a fledgling society.

The special exhibition is a legacy project of the 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution, a national observance of
the 400th anniversary of key historical
events that occurred in Virginia in 1619. n
Jamestown Settlement
757-253-4838
historyisfun.org

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

YOUR CIVICS
EDUCATION
DESTINATION
BOOK
OUP
YOUR GR E
NC
EXPERIE
TODAY!

Independence Mall ê Philadelphia, PA

PHLCVB_Ben_GT_2019.qxp_Layout 1 2/19/19 12:58 PM Page 1

PHILADELPHIA

Let Ben Be
Your Guide
Take in Philadelphia from a whole
new perspective as you walk the
cobblestones where Ben Franklin trod.
Dine like our founding fathers in an
authentic colonial tavern and relive
the final day of the Constitutional
Convention. Learn about history
while you live it.

Begin your exploration at
discoverPHL.com

For Customized Itinerary
Planning, contact:

University of Pennsylvania

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312
or jim@discoverPHL.com

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center connects
students with art, nature
The waterfront town of Solomons,
Maryland, is home to Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center, a 30-acre
property that inspires visitors of all ages
to engage in imaginative activities.
“There is nothing else like Annmarie
Sculpture Garden in southern Maryland,” said Jaimie Jeffrey, curator of
public programs. “From the sculpture
park to the galleries, to the clay studio,
classrooms and artLAB, there is so
much to explore. Because we tailor each
experience to each group, students and
teachers usually find a visit here meaningful, inspiring and fun.”
The sculpture garden features a
¼-mile walking path that meanders
through the woods past permanent and
loaned sculptures, including over 30
works on loan from the Smithsonian
Institution and the National Gallery of

Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center

Education
Meets Exploration

Where

Montgomery County, Maryland puts the National
Capital Trolley Museum, award-winning STEM
programs, and world-class performance venues
right at your student’s fingertips. Just a quick Metro
ride from Washington, DC. There’s something for
everyone - with classic Maryland flavor.

Get Inspired! VisitMontgomery.com

HAGERSTOWN Arts.

HAS IT!

Culture.
History.

MD Theatre and Performing Arts Complex • Museum of Fine Arts • Hagerstown Cultural Trail

Call Today! 301-791-3246 / VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM
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Art. Annmarie’s Arts Building includes
rotating exhibition space, a gift shop and
a sunny patio. The Studio School offers
classes for all ages and abilities —from
pottery to dance — taught by professional
artists and arts educators.
“The outdoor sculpture collection is
quite unique,” Jeffrey said. “The artLAB
is a creative reuse studio chock full of
supplies for students to get creative. The
staff naturalist is always on hand to show
students her latest findings in the park.
The clay studio here is always a favorite
place to get creative.
“In addition to the artistic talents
of the program staff, we have a large
roster of professional artists that serve as
faculty in our Studio School. They can
provide an array of artmaking experiences in painting, drawing, clay, glass,

fiber, jewelry, metalsmithing and more.”
Jeffrey said the goals of school group
programs are to enrich concepts they
are already learning at school, encourage
stewardship of their natural environment, and foster creative thinking in any
task or subject.
Educators should plan to spend at
least three hours at Annmarie Sculpture
Garden & Arts Center. Groups up to 80
students can be accommodated on field

trips. There is indoor and outdoor space
for students to eat lunch.
“Annmarie field trips aren’t just for
art students,” Jeffrey said. “We can use art
to reinforce concepts in any of the core
subjects — just ask!” n
Annmarie Sculpture Garden
& Arts Center
410-326-4640
annmariegarden.org
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Stay in affordable, group-friendly
lodgings close to Washington, D.C.
in Maryland’s Heart of the
Civil War Heritage Area.

WAKE UP
IN HISTORY
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The National
Susan B. Anthony
Museum & House
inspires change
In Rochester, New York, the red brick
house at 17 Madison St. stands as a National Historic Landmark and an inspiration for positive change. It was there that
the great civil rights leader Susan B. Anthony lived and worked until her death
in 1906. The National Susan B. Anthony
Museum & House preserves her legacy
and challenges students to continue her
work in making a difference.
“We offer educational tours and programs for all ages that challenge learners
to think about how and why Susan B. Anthony fought for democratic ideals,” said
Linda Lopata, director of interpretation
& visitor services at The National Susan
B. Anthony Museum & House.
While visiting Susan B. Anthony’s

Let’s Have Tea sculpture of Susan B. Anthony
and Frederick Douglass by Pepsy Kettavong,
Susan B. Anthony Square Park
The National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House

house, students learn about the events
that happened there. It is the location
where Anthony was arrested for voting
in 1872. In the parlor, she strategized

with famous reformers like Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott and Ida
B. Wells-Barnett. In the third-floor
workroom, Anthony helped write and
One of the Top Ten
Science Centers in the U.S.
– Parent’s Magazine

Three floors of hands-on exhibits,
live science, digital planetarium
and IMAX films all under one roof.

Dine at restaurants serving up
cutting-edge cuisine, shop dozens of
specialty shops and experience galleries
& theaters. History enthusiasts seek out
Civil War sites. Wander mountain trails
in National & State parks.

Maryland Science Center
601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929

VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613
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edit the monumental History of Woman
Suffrage. And, during the 1890s, the
house served as the campaign headquarters for the National American Woman
Suffrage Association when Anthony was
its president.
The Visitor Center is located in the
historic house next door, 19 Madison
St., which was owned by Susan B. Anthony’s sister, Hannah. A museum store
and exhibit room are inside the center.
“A typical school visit includes a tour
of the great reformer’s house to feel her
presence and learn about the work she
did,” Lopata said. “We offer programs
for second through 12th grade students
focusing on rights, strategies for change
and bias. Students walk away feeling
empowered to make a difference in the
world.”

410-730-8311

May 22 - July 28, 2019

TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Convenient to
Washington, DC & Baltimore

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change. • Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

W W!
TAKE A SPIN ON

THE CAPITAL WHEEL!
SPECIAL STUDENT TRAVEL PRICING!
As low as $10 per student, plus – for every 10
students, 1 adult rides FREE!

Anthony Museum Campus

Contact Mike Sensenig to make a group reservation
msensenig@iconattractions.com or (301) 857-0147

TheCapitalWheel.com

 15 minutes from downtown Washington DC

The National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House

The year 2020 marks several big anniversaries: the centennial of the 19th
Amendment, Susan B. Anthony’s 200th
birthday and the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the Anthony Museum.
“We are involved in a number of
special events around both Susan B.
Anthony’s 200th birthday and the 100th
anniversary of the ratification of the
19th Amendment,” Lopata said. “Most of
them will not be on-site, but around the
community. We have our Suffragist City
Parade (voters’ rights parade) scheduled
for the second Saturday in September
2020 (and one in 2019, too).”
The National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House can accommodate up to
45 students at one time. n
The National Susan B. Anthony
Museum & House
585-235-6124, ext. 1
susanbanthonyhouse.org
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Broadway’s The Prom is
perfect for every group
The critics have crowned the new king
— and queen — of Broadway. New York
Magazine raves, “Genuine joy rolls off the
stage in this smart, big-hearted new musical.” The Wall Street Journal cheers, “I
can’t remember the last time I laughed so
hard.” And Variety declares, “It’s a joyous
and funny original musical that reminds
you what Broadway is all about!”
What happens when four stars leave
the bright lights of Broadway and take
leading roles in a small-town controversy
making national headlines? You get The
Prom, starring Tony Award nominee
Brooks Ashmanskas (Something Rotten!), Tony Award winner Beth Leavel
(The Drowsy Chaperone), and two-time
Tony Award nominee Christopher Sieber
(Shrek!).
And what Broadway show (or prom)
is complete without a Broadway Class-

room workshop?
Since 1998 over
550,000 people
have participated
in Broadway
Classroom, an exceptional education program that
combines a trip to
Broadway with a
unique, interactive workshop.
Some of the
Group Sales Box Office at Broadway.com
most popular
workshops that
pair perfectly with The Prom include:
warm-ups, followed by interactive focus
and listening exercises, and games.
Broadway 101 — Explore Broadway’s historical significance as well as
Step By Step — Participants have the
the training process of a Broadway actor.
opportunity to experience many different
Your group starts with physical and vocal
Broadway dance styles. This session can
be taught by a performer from the show
that the group is seeing and also feature
choreography from that show. Other options for this workshop include a professional dance audition or a specific type of
dance (tap, modern, hip-hop, etc).
The Power of Me: The Anti-Bullying
Workshop — This workshop guides
students by using theater and drama activities in a safe, invigorating and positive
environment. Participants become aware
of the tools and resources they already
possess to “Be The Change” in their own
communities. This workshop identifies
and analyzes the problem of bullying
in schools and how the discovery of
self-esteem, self-worth and awareness of
others can be a positive solution to this
problem.
To book a group of 10 or more
to The Prom and an accompanying
Broadway Classroom workshop, call
1-800-BROADWAY, ext. 2. n

THE BEST OF

BROADWAY.COM/GROUPS
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1.800.BROADWAY x2

Group Sales Box Office
at Broadway.com
800-BROADWAY, ext. 2
broadway.com/groups
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Reach new heights at One World Observatory
A student trip to Lower Manhattan
is elevated, literally, with a stop at One
World Observatory, which is positioned
on top of the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere: One World Trade Center. The observatory provides educational
opportunities surrounded by panoramic
views of New York City.
“The observatory offers incredible
learning tools that elevate the awesome
into a truly educational experience,” said
Anna Karnowski, senior director of sales
at One World Observatory. “We hope
students leave the observatory with an
appreciation for the majesty, complexity,
history, diversity of the landscape; the
people and the built environment.”
A student visit typically lasts 90 minutes and can include pre- and post-trip
lesson plans covering STEM, social studies and ELA. A group of 150 students can
be accommodated every 15 minutes.
The journey begins at the “Voices” ex-

hibit, which gives a multimedia narrative
of testimonials from architects, project
planners, engineers and construction
workers who erected the structure. Next,
students visit “Foundations,” where they
learn about Manhattan Schist, the ancient
granite unique to New York that has the
strength to support One World Trade
Center towers and many others.
The multimedia SkyPod Elevators take
students to the 102nd floor in 47 seconds.
“History unfolds as the ride up
illustrates 500 years of settlement,”
Karnowski said. “Students will witness
Manhattan transform from forested
lands to today’s remarkable collection of
skyscrapers.”
Once on the 102nd floor, students can
stop onto the Sky Portal, a 14-foot-wide
circular glass disc that offers an unforgettable perspective, using real-time, highdefinition footage of the streets 100 floors
below. They’ll also meet the observatory’s

Tour Ambassadors, who provide interactive presentations on over 100 topics.
“They’ll connect students deeper into
the city’s neighborhoods, history, geography and culture,” Karnowski said.
For an additional charge, students
can use One World Explorer iPads that
label major buildings, monuments and
sites while also offering virtual narrated helicopter tours of the city’s most
famous locales.
Karnowski said the observatory is a
great compliment to other lower Manhattan attractions like 9/11 Memorial &
Museum, the Oculus, the Fulton Center
and the Hudson River Waterfront, to
name a few.
“Lower Manhattan is less crowded than
midtown and easier for student groups to
navigate and stay together,” she said. n
One World Observatory
oneworldobservatory.com

VISIT THE TOP OF THE WORLD
WITH YOUR GROUP TODAY!
∫ Lunch combos available
∫ STEM aligned educational guide
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:

GROUPS@ONEWORLDOBSERVATORY.COM
& use code: STUDENT19

ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY
ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER
285 FULTON STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Virginia Air & Space Center

Take flight at the Virginia Air & Space Center
Capturing more than 100 years of
flight, the Virginia Air & Space Center
features over 30 historic aircraft, space
flight artifacts, a hands-on space exploration gallery and interactive aviation
exhibits. Located in Hampton, Virginia,
the center is home to the Apollo 12 Command Module and the Orion PA-1 Test
Vehicle, and it is the official visitor center
for the NASA Langley Research Center.
The center’s STEM-focused, interactive programming encourages students to
think outside of the box. Groups can work
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together to build a model Martian colony,
design, build and test roller coasters to
observe Newton’s Laws of Motion, explore
the effects of extreme temperature changes
and work in a robotics lab.
Guided tours are led by informative docents passionate about air and
space, and some are even former NASA
engineers. Groups can build and launch
a rocket into space virtually in the “Space
Challenge” exhibit, encouraging students
to become a NASA rocket engineer.
In the Adventures of Flight gallery,

students can soar through 100 years of
aviation history, from the Wright Brothers to the future of flight. Interactives
allow students to experiment with the
science of aviation, including designing
and testing paper airplanes.
Admission includes an educational
IMAX film, and student groups can set
up special viewings. n
Virginia Air & Space Center
757-727-0900, ext. 780
vasc.org/educate/group-reservations

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

ARLINGTON
VI R G I N I A

American Treasures. Memorable Moments.
Whether you’re gathering for a student tour, family reunion, or any other group visit to the nation’s
capital, Arlington welcomes you with open arms! Step outside your hotel and discover our unique mix of
history, culture and fun! Arlington’s vibrant neighborhoods are home to national treasures like Arlington
National Cemetery, world-class shopping, diverse dining and more. To plan your adventure in Arlington and
Washington, D.C., visit stayarlington.com or call (800) 296-7996.
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Thomas Edison
Center at Menlo
Park shines light
on history
Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park

Book Your Group Today!
MarinersMuseum.org/Groups
Newport News, VA

DON’T JUST STEP
I N TO T H E PA S T

MARCH THERE

Students will be amazed at how
technology has changed at the Thomas
Edison Center at Menlo Park in Edison,
New Jersey.
The center has original artifacts and
phonographs more than 100 years old
which provide insight into the past, like
how Thomas Edison changed many aspects of technology and created modern
living.
“Our student groups enjoy the fully
guided tour, our playing of the original
phonographs and the other educational,
hands-on activities, such as telegraphs,
series/parallel circuits, hand dynamos
and becoming a human battery,” said
Kathleen Carlucci, director of the Thomas
Edison Center at Menlo Park.
Visitors learn about Thomas Edison’s
life (especially during the years he was at
Menlo Park), his accomplishments, the
importance of Menlo Park for research
and its developmental laboratory, and
how his inventions changed the world.
All tours of the center are fully escorted, with a tour of the center lasting
1½ to two hours.
Carlucci recommends groups with
10 or more students schedule their visit
as far in advance as possible, since the
Thomas Edison Center is a popular stop
for group visits. n
Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park
732-549-3299
menloparkmuseum.org

Plan your trip to Virginia now at
HISTORYISFUN.ORG
Thomas Edison Center at Menlo Park
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REWARD THEM
FOR ALL THAT
PRACTICE

BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE.
Hands-on experiences and uncommon access offered exclusively for groups.
Plan your group’s Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.

5

Stops

Georgia’s Footsteps

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Trail
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. left an
impactful mark not only in Georgia, but
all across the world. Today, students can
learn how the civil rights leader shifted
the course of history in various stops
throughout Georgia, highlighting spots
like his birthplace, and historic churches
and civil rights museums.
Groups can quite literally walk in
King’s footsteps to see how he became
a major icon for peace and social justice.
With over a dozen stops on Georgia’s
Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Trail, Atlanta is a major destination that
became the cultural catalyst for the
1960s civil rights movement.

Students can see where Dr. King
was born, lived and where he was laid
to rest at Martin Luther King, Jr. National
Historical Park, or visit the Center for
Civil and Human Rights.
“Georgia’s Footsteps of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Trail is an opportunity
to discover the locations that played a
critical role in the nation’s civil rights
movement,” said Kevin Langston,
deputy commissioner of tourism for
the Georgia Department of Economic
Development. “The trail’s historic
landmarks will undoubtedly educate
and inspire visitors to carry on Dr.
King’s legacy by serving others.”

FUN FACTS
• The 28 attractions on Georgia’s
Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Trail are located in eight cities
across the state.
• Georgia is considered home of
the American civil rights movement
because of the many major events
organized and enacted there.
Georgia Department of Economic Development
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
Birth Home

Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historical Park

Atlanta
Located in the Auburn Avenue Historic
District, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Birth
Home is a must-visit for groups touring
Atlanta. The home is a two-story house
with a front porch, parlor, study, kitchen,
dining room, bedroom and bathroom on
the first level. The second floor includes
four bedrooms and a bathroom. Tours of
the home are conducted by the National
Park Service. Registration is required
at the Martin Luther King, Jr. National
Historical Park Visitor Center.

Atlanta
Commemorating the area where Dr.
King was born, lived, worshiped and
is now buried, the Martin Luther King,
Jr. National Historical Park conducts a
variety of programs, and park rangers are
on-site to provide information and answer
questions. Students can walk in Dr. King’s
footsteps, see where he played as a child
and hear the story of how he was an
instrument for social change in the United
States during a time of segregation.

First African Baptist
Church and Martin Luther
King, Jr. Monument Park
Dublin
As Dublin’s oldest church, the First
African Baptist Church once held an
oratory contest for the Colored Elks Club
of Georgia, and the winner was Martin
Luther King, Jr. Across the street, students
can view a vibrant mural and listen to an
audio tour in Monument Park, recapturing
that experience and other memories of
First African Baptist Church members
during the civil rights movement.

5 STOPS
Georgia’s Footsteps of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Trail
GO
Albany Civil Rights Institute
229-432-1698
albanycivilrightsinstitute.org

Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil
Rights Museum
Savannah
The Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights
Museum chronicles the civil rights
movement in Savannah, Georgia’s
oldest city. The museum is named
in honor of Rev. Ralph Mark Gilbert,
who was the pastor of First African
Baptist Church from 1939 to 1956, and
president of the Savannah branch of the
NAACP from 1942 to 1948. Students
can explore photographs and exhibits
that capture key civil rights struggles in
Savannah, including demonstrations at
Levy’s Department Store.

Albany Civil Rights Institute
Albany
Visit the Albany Civil Rights Institute
to learn the story behind the Albany
Movement — a coalition of residents,
churches and their congregations,
students and civil rights organizations
that led a grassroots campaign to end
discrimination in public facilities and
achieve voters’ rights across southwest
Georgia. The institute sits next to Mt.
Zion Baptist Church, a historic building
that was the primary site of mass
meetings. Browse exhibits, and on every
second Saturday of the month, hear
performances by the Freedom Singers.

First African Baptist Church and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Monument Park
478-272-4002
firstafricanbaptistdublinga.com
Martin Luther King, Jr. Birth Home
404-331-5190
nps.gov/malu
Martin Luther King Jr., National Historical Park
404-331-5190, ext. 5046
nps.gov/malu
Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum
912-777-6099
visit-historic-savannah.com/ralph-markgilbert-civil-rights-museum.html

ASK
Georgia Department of Economic Development
404-962-4175
exploregeorgia.org

Clockwise from top left: National Park Service, ExploreGeorgia.org, Visit Dublin, Todd Stone, Geoff L. Johnson
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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St. Louis
Missouri

MUSIC
The National Blues
Museum celebrates the
impact of the nation’s roots
in music, its performers
and the role the blues played in the
development of jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, R&B
and country music. Interactive exhibits,
artifacts, educational programming
and a 150-seat performance venue
give music lovers the best of the blues.
Visitors can create their own blues song
through a series of stations as they
explore the museum, and also learn how
to play old-time musical instruments.

HISTORY
The Missouri History
Museum is dedicated
to documenting and
interpreting the history
of the St. Louis area. Groups can
view the original Louisiana Purchase
transfer document, personal artifacts
from William Clark and artifacts from
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. The
museum also houses two permanent
exhibitions: the 1904 World’s Fair
collection and an exhibit of more than
200 years of St. Louis history.

BOTANY
The Missouri Botanical
Garden welcomes groups
to its 79-acre urban oasis
where they can tour the
Climatron geodesic greenhouse, the
nation’s largest Japanese garden and the
Grigg Nanjing Friendship Garden. The
Children’s Garden within the MBG is a
2-acre playground where students can
learn about plant life while investigating
wetlands, scampering up tree houses,
and touring a Midwestern prairie village.
Explore St. Louis
314-992-0643
explorestlouis.com

Clockwise from top: © St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission/Marcus Hustedde, © St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission/National Blues Museum, © St. Louis
Convention & Visitors Commission/Burt Remis, © St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission
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The MAX brings
Mississippi
legends to life
Students can dive into Mississippi’s
creative legacy at The Mississippi Arts +
Entertainment Experience (The MAX) in
Meridian. The MAX celebrates the big artists and legends that call Mississippi home,
and students can explore the creative
processes behind each of the artist’s work
through interactive exhibits.
“Art is a universal language and this
museum covers an expansive list of art
forms and mediums,” said Paula Chance,
director of marketing at The MAX.
“Students who come to The MAX will be
exposed to art forms they would never
have experienced. Perhaps they will find
the inspiration to become the future Hall
of Fame inductees. Most visitors enjoy
the ‘Juke Joint’ exhibit, where they can
compose their own band with Mississippi music artists who wouldn’t ever

have played on the same stage at the same
time.”
In the Hall of Fame, students can
experience the impact Mississippians
have on the arts and entertainment world
in a 360-degree exhibit. The Hall of Fame
is The MAX’s centerpiece; it stands two
stories tall in the rotunda.
Some legends in the Hall of Fame
include: Elvis Presley, B.B. King, Oprah
Winfrey, Jimmy Buffett, Willie Morris,
William Faulkner, George Ohr, Muddy
Waters and Jimmie Rodgers.
“Of course, the exhibits alone are
more than enough for school groups to
sink their teeth into, but there are some
other programs to help school groups
engage deeper in the exhibits,” Chance
said. “For example, student groups can
enjoy scavenger hunts, Make + Take
Workshops and special in-school curricula. Scavenger hunts help groups find
interesting facts about the artists in The
MAX that they might have overlooked
otherwise. Make + Take Workshops allow the student groups to have hands-on

The MAX

experiences that explore the different art
forms represented in The MAX.”
The MAX’s Walk of Fame begins at the
Mississippi State University Riley Center
and ends at The MAX’s entrance, with
famous names like Walter Anderson, Morgan Freeman, Marty Stuart, John Grisham
and Sela Ward leading the path.
Chance suggests booking groups at
least two weeks in advance. n
The Mississippi Arts + Entertainment
Experience
601-581-1550
msarts.org

TUSKEGEE

It has been deeply rewarding for Distant Horizons to offer a Civil Rights program
in Alabama. From the stories of Foot Soldiers to powerful, interactive museums,
Alabama has so much to offer. From the magical quilters at Gees Bend to the
heroic actions of the Tuskegee Airmen, Alabama will change your life.
Go there now and experience it for yourself.
Janet Moore,
Distant Horizons
Rosemary Judkins • 334.242.4493 • Alabama Tourism Department

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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The Legend of

Sleepy Hollow
by John Heimbuch & Jon Ferguson

October 25, 26 & 27, 2019
Matinee Performances

Student/Teachers $5.00

Plaza Theatre

115 E Main St., Glasgow KY

historicplaza.com
270-361-2101
Support was provided by the Kentucky Department of Tourism with additonal funding from the Glasgow Barren County Tourist Commission

Creation Museum

Learn biblical history at the
Ark Encounter and Creation Museum

We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips fly as we create
bats for baseball’s best, enjoy
engaging exhibits and take home
free mini-bats! We can customize
your tour based on your interests
and are proud to partner with other
local favorites to offer dining and
attraction packages.

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates
Custom group tours
Package tours also available

Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com
502.588.7227
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Students can experience Earth’s
history as it was revealed in the Bible
at the Creation Museum in Petersburg,
Kentucky, and at the Ark Encounter in
Williamstown, Kentucky.
“While visiting our two attractions,
students will come to realize a better understanding of Genesis and the
creation account,” said Patrick Kanewske,
director of ministry & media relations
at Answers in Genesis, a ministry that
operates the Ark Encounter and Creation
Museum. “The Creation Museum takes
our guests through a history lesson of
the world from a biblical perspective.
The Ark Encounter shows our guests
just how big Noah’s ship really was after
it was built. The exhibits inside the ark
shed light on why God caused the flood,
the global flood’s effect on the earth, how
Noah and his family were able to care for
all the animals God brought to the ark,
and many other details about the ark and
the flood most guests never ponder.”
The Ark Encounter and Creation
Museum are roughly 40 miles apart.
Students can tour a zoo and fly down zip
lines at both attractions.
The Ark Encounter was built following the dimensions given in the Bible
— 510 feet long, 85 feet wide and 51
feet high — making it the largest timber

frame structure in the world. The ark
contains three decks of exhibits, allowing
students to experience what Noah’s life
may have been like.
At the Creation Museum, students can
venture through a botanical garden, walk a
few trails, and take in a show at the planetarium and theater, in addition to exploring
nearly 150 exhibits on biblical history.
“The Ark Encounter and the Creation
Museum exists to be world-class, Christcentered, family attractions impacting
guests with life-changing experiences
by providing immersive and captivating
exhibits — tailored for all ages — that
feature countless learning opportunities,
entertainment and adventure so guests
can understand that the history and the
saving gospel message of the Bible are
true,” Kanewske said. “Bottom line, there
is nothing else in the world like our two
Christian-themed attractions, and the
students will be changed people following
their visit.” n
Ark Encounter
800-721-2298
arkencounter.com/groups
Creation Museum
800-721-2298
creationmuseum.org/groups

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SOUTHEAST

Pin Point Heritage Museum
combines history and science
In Savannah, Georgia, students can experience Gullah-Geechee culture firsthand
at the Pin Point Heritage Museum.
“The Pin Point Heritage Museum
student program combines elements of
history and science as it looks at one of the
few remaining coastal Georgia communities established by freed African-American
(slaves) at the turn of the 20th century,”
said Holly Elliott, public relations and
marketing director for the Coastal Heritage Society, an organization that operates five historic museums, including Pin
Point. “Students will explore its history, the
intimate relationship with the natural environment, and the challenges to retain the
values and traditions of the community.”
Nestled on the banks of the Moon River, Pin Point Heritage Museum is located
in the former A.S. Varn & Son Oyster and
Crab Factory, sharing nearly 100 years of

GTM/Kelsey Smith

history. It now houses multimedia presentations and exhibits, while sharing some
breathtaking views of the marsh.
The original descendants of Pin Point
were from West Africa, and many worked
at the factory until it closed in 1985. The
slaves brought their native languages,
unique customs and culinary traditions
with them, and being so isolated from
other communities and people, they devel-

oped their own Gullah-Geechee culture.
Guided tours are hosted by descendants of the original Pin Point residents,
offering an authentic look into the tightknit community.
“(Students will catch) a glimpse into a
rare culture and group of people, the community and how it was sustained by the
oyster and crab factory, and the ecology of
the area,” Elliott said.
Step by step, students see how the blue
crabs and oysters were harvested and processed at the factory, while also learning
about their life cycles.
Elliott suggests making group reservations at least two weeks in advance.
Customized programming is available. n
Pin Point Heritage Museum
912-651-6840
chsgeorgia.org/PHM

MOUNTAINS OF FUN
IN OUR BACKYARD
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, surrounded by the beauty of the
Great Smoky Mountains and filled with action-packed
attractions, like Dollywood, is your student group destination.
Pigeon Forge is an educational destination where students
can perform, march and play. Let us help you plan your tour
to our exciting Smoky Mountain town.

P i g e o n F o r g eTo u r s . c o m
1- 8 0 0 - 2 8 5 -75 5 7
PFT001514_Mrr_StudentGroupTour_7.25x4.75.indd 1
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

1/31/19 11:57 AM
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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Create a track
at Country Music
Hall of Fame
and Museum
At Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum in Nashville, Tennessee, students tune in to the history and sounds of
country music, its origins and traditions,
and the stories and voices of its honored
architects. The story is revealed through
artifacts, photographs and text panels with
a rich overlay of recorded sound, vintage
video and interactive touchscreens.
The touchscreens are in the ongoing
“Sing Me Back Home” exhibit, enhanced
by several limited-engagement exhibits.
The ACM Gallery also offers hands-on
immersion into today’s music with artifacts from stars and a series of technologyenhanced activities.
“Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum is like home; there’s no better

Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

way to describe it,” said Dana Romanello,
senior tourism and admission sales manager of the Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum. “It is home to the founding
instruments of a cultural art form, home
to the colorful fabric of recordings on

which Music City was built. Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum truly lays
the foundation for any Nashville visit
through everything from the architecture
to the carefully preserved lyrics that have
shaped the lives of so many.”
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800-238-2010

© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2019 ABG EPE IP LLC
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Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SOUTHEAST

Joshua Black Wilkins/Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

The site offers exclusive student workshops in songwriting, musicianship and
production, leaving students with the tools
to carve their own place in the music industry if they choose. The latest addition to
the list of workshops is called “Inside Tracks
with Meghan Linsey and Tyler Cain.”
“The students can co-write a song,
produce it by building tracks, then leave
our Ford Theater with their own fully
produced original song,” Romanello said.
“It is hosted by Nashville recording artist
Meghan Linsey (formerly of duo Steel
Magnolia and NBC’s The Voice) and
record producer Tyler Cain.”
Cain himself went to a performing
arts high school, studied music in college
and can speak to applying classical training to working in the music industry —
from working with the musician’s union
to the Nashville Number System.
“We are first and foremost an educational institution, and that is evident in
every step inside the Country Music Hall
of Fame and Museum,” Romanello said. “It
is our hope students leave Country Music
Hall of Fame and Museum with a deeper
appreciation for the genre and the people
who continue to contribute to its evolving
story. Nearly every piece of commercial
music can be traced to country music in
some way.”
Student bands, orchestras and choirs
also are invited to schedule a 30-minute
performance in the Mike Curb Conservatory. Tours can be arranged before or after
the performance. n

Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

Groups are invited to experience
New Orleans Plantation Country anytime
of the year!
Spring offers sensational outdoor adventures

VisitNOPC.com

in our swamps, bayous, & lakes.
Summer is perfect for sightseeing tours at
our unique historic & cultural attractions.
Fall is a fabulous time to explore our
beautiful landscapes.
Winter is a wonderland of exciting festivals
celebrating our food and history.
Contact Willma Harvey to plan tours for
your group today at willma@visitnopc.com
and 985-359-2783.

Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum
615-416-2001
countrymusichalloffame.org
Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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World of Coca-Cola fizzes with history and fun
In Atlanta, Georgia, students get the
inside scoop on an iconic piece of American history at the World of Coca-Cola.
Coca-Cola is known for its signature,
bubbly taste and lovable polar bear
mascot, making it the world’s best-known
beverage brand.
“Those interested in the history of The
Coca-Cola Company will find more than
enough to whet their appetite as they
explore over 1,200 artifacts and pieces of
memorabilia in The Loft and Milestones
of Refreshment chronicling the company’s storied past,” said Suzanne Barrett,
senior manager of integrated marketing communications at The Coca-Cola
Company.
Coca-Cola’s legacy began in 1886
when Atlanta pharmacist Dr. John S.
Pemberton created a unique soft drink
that could be sold at soda fountains.
He made a flavored syrup, took it to his
neighborhood pharmacy and mixed it
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Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau

with carbonated water — and the rest is
history.
At the World of Coca-Cola, students
can visit the vault where the legendary
secret formula is held. “The Vault of the
Secret Formula” exhibit shares interactive
and multimedia experiences; students
can create flavor combinations the same
way early inventors and pharmacists did,
and see how well they can protect the
secret in a group game play.
The Taste It! sampling area offers over

100 international and domestic Coca-Cola beverages for students to try. Popular
choices include: Bibo Candy Pine-Nut,
an African favorite tasting like pineapple
and coconut, and Thums Up, a strong
cola with a spicy bite, which is also the
best-selling soft drink brand in India.
“We hope students will leave World of
Coca-Cola with a better understanding of
the history of The Coca-Cola Company
and the wide range of products it offers
people around the world today,” Barrett
said. “We hope they are reminded of
memories they’ve made with friends and
family where Coca-Cola was somewhere
in the background, bringing everyone
together and making that special time
just a bit more memorable.” n
World of Coca-Cola
404-676-6074
worldofcoca-cola.com/groups

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

SOUTHEAST

Bring science
to life at
Discovery Place
Students can spark their curiosity by
exploring the wonders of science, nature
and technology at Discovery Place in
North Carolina.
Discovery Place is made of four
separate hands-on museums in three
different cities: Discovery Place Science
and Discovery Place Nature in Charlotte;
Discovery Place KIDS-Huntersville; and
Discovery Place KIDS-Rockingham.
“During a visit to Discovery Place Science, students can see a biome in action
with a walk through an indoor rainforest,
learn anatomy by conducting dissections
and get hands-on with the latest technology such as 3D printers, laser cutters,
electrophoresis and much more,” said
Brittany Vaill, social media manager for
Discovery Place. “Visiting the museum

gives students an opportunity to bring
science to life and take a deeper dive into
STEM career opportunities they may not
have been exposed to otherwise.”
Private classes and workshops can be
added to a visit at Discovery Place Science, as well as an educational documentary in the IMAX Dome Theatre.
“Hands-on experiences range from
3D printing to robotics and from energy
to animals,” Vaill said. “For middle and
high-school students, our most popular exhibit at Discovery Science is our
Thinker Space, a hands-on lab where
students are challenged to get their hands
dirty. They are encouraged to design,
prototype, create and innovate with real
tools and the latest technology.”
In the Thinker Space, students can
learn new skills like sewing, soldering
and woodworking, and connect and collaborate with crafters, tech enthusiasts,
engineers and artists.
Students can also watch an explosive
fire demonstration at Discovery Place

Discovery Place

Science, which explores the properties
of different fuels like sodium chloride,
potassium chloride, strontium chloride
and copper chloride.
At Discovery Place Nature, students
can get a better understanding and appreciation for the natural world by witnessing live alligator feedings, walking among
free-flying butterflies and identifying
native plants. n
Discovery Place
704-372-6261
discoveryplace.org

Learn in
Myrtle
• Educational Opportunities
• Performance Venues
• Student Friendly
Accommodations
• Fun Attractions
• History and Nature
• Beautiful Beaches

MyrtleBeachGroups.com

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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5

Stops

Seattle

W a s h i n g t o n
As an urban city surrounded by
natural beauty, Seattle’s roster of
attractions and must-sees are endless.
Student groups visiting the Emerald City
experience fun-filled days while learning
at the same time.
Seattle is positioned on the eastern
shore of the Puget Sound. Its location
provides for plentiful water activities, like
paddling and whale-watching. The city is
known for its parks, where students can
hike and explore among fresh air.
Students enjoy visiting Pike Place
Market, one of the oldest continuouslyoperated farmer’s markets in the U.S.
The market features fresh fish and

produce stands, arts and crafts, ethnic
groceries and gift stores, vintage
clothing, antiques and collectibles,
international restaurants, cafes and a
myriad of food counters.
The city’s historic district, Pioneer
Square, also is an itinerary-must. While
exploring the district’s 20 square blocks,
students see museums, art galleries,
restaurants and architecture.
The following five stops will keep
groups busy while visiting Seattle.

FUN FACTS
• There are more than 485 parks
within Seattle’s city limits.
• The Space Needle stands at 605
feet tall.
• Seattle is the birthplace of
Starbucks, the world’s largest coffee
chain.
Visit Seattle
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Bill Speidel’s
Underground Tour

Argosy Cruises
Locks Cruise

Take students below Seattle’s streets
with Bill Speidel’s Underground Tour.
Groups enjoy a humorous stroll through
intriguing subterranean storefronts and
sidewalks that were entombed when
the city rebuilt on top of itself after the
Great Fire of 1889. The 75-minute
guided walking tour begins beneath
Doc Maynard’s Public House, then spills
into historic Pioneer Square, Seattle’s
birthplace, before plunging underground
for an exclusive, time-capsule view of the
buried city.

Take in spectacular views and
experience the transition from salt to
fresh water with Argosy Cruises. The
fully-narrated tour provides students with
knowledge, fun facts and the chance to
become the attraction to those on shore
as the vessel raises up or lowers, due to
the ever-changing tides of Puget Sound.
Between Elliott Bay and Lake Union,
students are surrounded by floating
homes and houseboats, large fishing
vessels, seaplanes and majestic city
parks.

Seattle Aquarium

The region’s premier resource
for hands-on marine experiences and
conservation education, the Seattle
Aquarium offers fun, exciting ways to
discover more about the amazing Puget
Sound and the world’s one big ocean.
Six major exhibits house the aquarium’s
animal collection, which includes giant
Pacific octopus, harbor seals, sea stars
and tufted puffins, just to name a few.
Student programs include activities like
interacting with live marine invertebrates,
getting hands-on with live oysters and
learning about sea otter conservation.

5 STOPS
Seattle, Washington
GO
Argosy Cruises Locks Cruise
206-623-1445
argosycruises.com

MoPOP
The Museum of Pop Culture is
dedicated to the ideas and risk-taking
that fuel contemporary popular culture.
MoPOP serves as a gateway museum,
reaching multi-generational audiences
through collections, exhibitions and
educational programs. All educational
visits include an orientation and selfguided gallery access for the day.
Educators can add an in-museum
workshop or have students participate
in the Tune Up! Concert Series, which
brings student ensembles and pop
culture together through dynamic
musical performances.

Living Computers:
Museum + Labs
Living Computers: Museum +
Labs (LCM+L) provides a hands-on
experience with computer technology
from the 1960s to the present. LCM+L
honors the history of computing with the
world’s largest collection of fully restored
— and usable — supercomputers,
mainframes, minicomputers and
microcomputers. Educational programs
include access to all exhibits and
galleries, lab activities of varying length,
tour options and reserved space for
brown-bag lunches.

Bill Speidel’s Underground Tour
206-682-4646, ext. 118
undergroundtour.com
Living Computers: Museum + Labs
206-342-2020
livingcomputers.org
MoPop
206-262-3239
mopop.org
Seattle Aquarium
206-386-4300
seattleaquarium.org

ASK
Visit Seattle
866-732-2695
visitseattle.org

Clockwise from top left: Underground Tour, Visit Seattle, Seattle Aquarium, Living Computers: Museum + Labs, MoPOP
Apr • May • Jun • Jul
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Albuquerque
New Mexico

ART
Several tours are offered to
students at Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center, which
explores New Mexico’s
landscape, legacy and the unique
connection between cultures. “We Are of
This Place” Tour offers an introduction to
the history and way of life of the Pueblo
people and the art of the 19 Pueblos
of New Mexico. The Architecture Tour
explores the site’s buildings and how
they connect to ancestral Pueblo sites.
Customized tours based on a theme of
a group’s choice, such as art, history or
pottery, are available.

SCIENCE
Museum educators
at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural
History & Science lead
hands-on and engaging programs
focused on ecosystems, dinosaurs,
rocks, osteology, volcanoes, plant
anatomy, photosynthesis and other
subjects. School groups may join any
of the museum planetarium’s regularly
scheduled shows, but the planetarium
also will offer special shows for groups
of at least 15 by request.

PHYSICS
Learn about the worldwide
history, science and art
of ballooning. Guided
student tours and activities
at Anderson-Abruzzo International
Balloon Museum are available upon
request. Activities include Art and
Ballooning, Watching Weather, We Are a
Balloon Crew, Map Detectives and Plan a
Balloon Expedition. Although lunch is not
provided, indoor or outdoor spaces for
lunch are available.
Visit Albuquerque
800-284-2282
visitalbuquerque.org

Clockwise from top: Creative Commons, Albuquerque Film Office, Asis Carlos, Tony Fernandez
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Museum of Clean increases lifestyle awareness
While most museums narrow in on a
single subject, one museum in Pocatello,
Idaho, explores a concept that dominates
everything affecting life. The Museum of
Clean promotes the value and importance
of clean — like clean arteries, clean habits,
clean conscious, clean language, clean air,
clean water, clean food and clean energy.
“Besides the history of cleaning homes,
the museum has exhibits on a wide range

of the aspects of the value of clean —
many of them interactive for students,”
said Brad Kisling, museum director. “We
utilize a lot of humor and art, as well as
very rare historical pieces to spread our
message of the value of clean.”
Student groups are welcome to arrange educational guided or self-guided
tours of the 75,000-square-foot complex.
“We also offer a Museum Scavenger

‘Big Don,’ the world’s
largest janitor at 20
feet tall

Hunt option that has the students looking
for various items throughout the museum
in riddle-form questions,” Kisling said.
“We teach the history of cleaning technologies, but always with an emphasis on the
values of clean, especially hand-washing,
teeth-brushing, clean language, making
beds, cleaning rooms and not littering.”
The museum includes many applications, from displays to artistic items and
hands-on participation. History and art
groups should allow 3½ hours, and photos are encouraged.
“We hope students take away an increased awareness, interest and appreciation in clean, as well as an interest in changing lifestyle habits,” Kisling said. “We hope
to instill appreciation for evolving technologies and how people lived in the past.” n

Museum of Clean
208-236-6906
museumofclean.com

WHERE CURIOSITY
TAKES YOU

Visitors of all ages can step inside a
tornado, turn upside down in a giant
curved mirror, walk on a fog bridge,
and explore 650+ hands-on exhibits.
Enjoy on-site dining and shopping.
Pier 15 on the Embarcadero.
Rated #1 Museum in San Francisco on
TripAdvisor!
Museum of Clean

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.

exploratorium.edu/visit • 415.528.4444
reserve@exploratorium.edu
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The Mammoth Site fosters scientific research
An indoor active paleontological dig
site and an accredited museum, The Mammoth Site of Hot Springs, South Dakota,
boasts the largest concentration of mammoths in the world, along with 87 different
species. The site is at the forefront of Quaternary research and emphasizes the study
of mammoths and their relatives.
“We have classes available to school
groups attending The Mammoth Site,”
said Dr. Sharon Holte, director of education. “During their visit, students will be
taken on a guided tour of our bonebed,
visit our ‘Ice Age’ exhibit hall, take a trip
downstairs to peek in the windows of our
preparation laboratory and participate in

a fun, interactive and educational activity
in our classroom.”
The Mammoth Site is currently expanding in all-things education. Researchers are exploring new caves in the
Black Hills and are excavating fossil bison
in Minnesota.
“We are installing an elevator system
in our Bonebed and expanding our stairs
to make it more accessible to our visitors,”
Holte said. “The Mammoth Site is excited
about all the changes and is looking forward to the future.”
The new Geospatial Center has acquired 3D scanners and printers to create
3D images of fossils and to develop new

Your Bay Area Fun Starts Here!

Ferry to and from SF
Empress Theatre

For group sales contact:
Carrie@VisitVallejo.com or 800-4-VALLEJO

60

Spring 2019 • GroupTour.com

NEW in
2019!

The Mammoth Site of Hot Springs, South Dakota

hands-on learning materials for the exhibit hall and classroom.
“Our exhibit hall has undergone a number of changes in just the last year alone,”
Holte said. “We have new exhibits and are
showcasing our expansion in scientific research. We hope to bring the joy and excitement of science by showing students paleontology in action and by teaching about
fossils, mammoths and the Ice Age.” n

The Mammoth Site of Hot Springs,
South Dakota
605-745-6017
mammothsite.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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MOHAI celebrates Seattle’s innovators
MOHAI

Historical exploration inspires students to create a better future for themselves and their communities. Seattle’s
Museum of History & Industry (MOHAI)
tells Seattle’s historical story through temporary exhibitions and two permanent
exhibitions.
“Chances are, the software on your
computer, the jet you flew on your recent
flight, the video game you just played, and
the online store where you bought nearly
everything you need — those fundamental innovations that made your day — all
began right here in Seattle,” said Wendy
Malloy, public relations manager at MOHAI. “It’s a fact: for 150 years, Seattle has
been a city on the go, shaping and reshaping the way we live, work and play, and
having an outsized impact on the world
beyond. MOHAI shares that story.”
“True Northwest: The Seattle Journey” examines the trials and successes of
Seattle’s colorful trek from wilderness to
worldly metropolis. Visitors stroll through
25 different “snapshots” of the city through
the years, each with a unique display of artifacts, images and multimedia.
“In a constantly changing world, Seattle’s long tradition of inventiveness and
ingenuity illuminate what it means to be a
place of innovation,” Malloy said. “Its his-

tory exemplifies what it takes to stay on
the leading edge, be a community willing
to take risks, collaborate across boundaries
and persistently aim for the next big thing.”
The “Bezos Center for Innovation” investigates Seattle’s role as a nexus of big
ideas and new directions. This is where
students discover the past and future of
creativity and invention in the Pacific
Northwest. Tackle a challenge in the Idea
Lab, discover a Seattle-made invention
in the Patent Tree and check out cuttingedge concepts in What’s Next. Through
lectures, special programs and changing
displays, Seattle innovators share their latest projects and invite students to take a
look at the future as it unfolds.
“MOHAI is an immersive museum
where students have an opportunity to
explore how innovation shaped the region and changed the world,” Malloy
said. “All people should have access to
the stories that make up their history.
MOHAI works to develop opportunities for students to experience the museum, as well as to ensure the resources
are easily accessed for all visitors.” n

MOHAI
206-324-1126, ext. 106
mohai.org

Visit grouptour.com/sgtrsc to request more information about student-friendly destinations and businesses.
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Musée du Louvre

PA R I S
PERFECT
French capital sheds
light on European histor y
among timeless beauty

By Cortney Erndt

Paris, view from the top of
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris

A

s the intellectual, artistic and
political capital of France, Paris holds
remnants of the French Revolution and
the Age of Enlightenment. While the
history is captivating, the City of Lights
has long been synonymous with style
and glamour — even before France’s
social and civic upheaval. But how did
Paris become one of the most-visited
cities on Earth?
Top left: Paris Tourist Office/Sarah Sergent
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The reign of Louis XIV (1638–1715)
is often attributed for the emergence
of Paris’ allure; he ruled France for 72
years, the longest of all known European
monarchs. Louis XIV played an integral
role in sponsoring the arts, and
consequently, in cultivating a love affair
with Paris’ iconic aesthetics.
The city’s stunning architecture
and lasting impression could make

any student fall in love with European
travel. In the midst of enchanting
historical sites, allow young dreamers to
determine for themselves why Paris is
among the most treasured educational
destinations.

Pointe du Hoc,
Normandy

N O R M A N DY
Three hours from Paris
An educational trip to northern France wouldn’t be complete without a
side trek to the beaches of Normandy for a World War II lesson — only three
hours from Paris and one of the most-visited areas of France for its historical
significance.
Perhaps the best introduction to D-Day is a visit to Pointe du Hoc, a
German battery attacked by U.S. Army Rangers. The area, overlooking the
English Channel, gives students a firsthand war perspective with a view of
the beach, cliff, bunkers and bomb craters. During the American assault on
June 6, 1944, U.S. Rangers scaled the 100-foot cliffs and seized the German
artillery pieces that could have fired on the American landing troops at Omaha
and Utah beaches. At a high cost of life, they successfully defended against
German counterattacks.
The Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial in Colleville-surMer, Normandy, honors American troops who died in Europe during World
War II. While each of the 9,387 Americans buried here deserve tribute, an
arranged guide can point out some of the most famous graves. Wreath-laying
ceremonies also can be arranged with advance notice.

Latona’s Fountain, Château de Versailles

C H ÂT E A U D E V E R S A I L L E S
The young Dauphin, the future Louis
XIII, visited Versailles for his first hunting
trip in 1607. He was crowned king in
1610, and in 1623, he decided to build
a small hunting lodge to spend the
night. The lodge was rebuilt in 1631, and
construction continued until 1634, which
laid the basis of Château de Versailles,
the palace students visit today.
Louis XIII’s successor, Louis XIV, had

great interest in Versailles and settled
at the lodge. The history of Versailles is
now inextricably linked with Louis XIV,
who envisioned a magnificent future for
the chateau and the forest around it.
Louis XIV took on the role of architect
himself, building a masterpiece with
which his legacy would live on — now
one of the largest palaces in the world.
Scheduled guided tours ensure

students receive a direct slot for a tour
and authorizes access into lesserknown locations otherwise closed to
visitors. Reservations are open three
months in advance. Unless otherwise
indicated, student groups should meet
at the welcome desk in the North
Ministers’ Wing.
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MUSÉE DU LOUVRE
The world’s largest art museum
and a historic monument, the Louvre
contains masterpieces ranging from
Leonardo da Vinci’s The Mona Lisa to
Michelangelo’s Venus de Milo. A visit
allows students to explore Western art
from the middle ages to 1848, as well
as a number of ancient civilizations.
What once opened in 1793 with an
exhibition of 537 paintings now contains
more than 38,000 objects. Last year, the
Louvre was the most-visited art museum
in the world with 10.2 million visitors.
The museum is housed in the Louvre
Palace, originally built as the Louvre
castle in the late 12th to 13th century

Musée du Louvre

64

Spring 2019 • GroupTour.com

under King Philip II. Remnants of the
original fortress are still visible in the
museum’s basement.
Once the seat of power, the royal
residence was home to French heads of
state until 1870 and is one of the major
backdrops to the history of Paris and of
France.
All group visits must be booked in
advance for a specific time slot. Both selfguided visits with an educator or group
leader, and guided visits with an official
Louvre guide, are available. Groups with
their own guides may access the museum
via the Passage Richelieu or Galerie du
Carrousel entrances.

Château de Versailles

Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris

C AT H É D R A L E
N O T R E - D A M E D E PA R I S
The Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris may draw nostalgia if students have
seen Disney’s The Hunchbank of Notre-Dame, a 1996 animated musical
drama based on the 1831 novel by Victor Hugo. The plot centers around
Quasimodo, a deformed bell-ringer of Notre-Dame, and his struggle to gain
society’s acceptance.
The movie’s location is based on the real Notre-Dame, a quintessential
Gothic cathedral. Construction began in 1163 and lasted more than 170 years.
Until the building of Amiens Cathedral in the 13th century, it was the largest
religious building in the West.
Educational tours are available on the ground floor of the cathedral, and
France’s National Monument Center also offers tours of the cathedral’s towers.
Students can climb the 422 steps of Notre-Dame for a breathtaking view. The
belfry houses the biggest bell of Notre-Dame (weighing 13 tons), Emmanuel,
the bourdon or tenor bell, which visitors can see before entering the panoramic
terrace that affords a 360-degree view over Paris. n
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Remember, supporting our
advertisers helps keep
this publication free for
educators & student travel
planners like you.

Do you want more information about
one of our advertisers?
GroupTour.com/sgtrsc to request more information.
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[ ENJOY EAGAN MINNESOTA ]
TWIN CITIES
PREMIUM OUTLETS®

FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Eagan is the perfect destination for your student group! Proud to be the new home
of the Minnesota Vikings and Viking Lakes, students of all ages can experience
the state-of-the-art Vikings Museum, which features interactive displays and a
complete history of the Minnesota Vikings. As one of only four NFL team museums
in the country, this is a must-see! Eagan is also located less than five miles to
amazing attractions like the Minnesota Zoo and Fort Snelling, both of which offer
many educational opportunities for student groups. Additionally, Eagan features
a fantastic array of tax-free shopping at Twin Cities Premium Outlets – the
largest outlet mall in the Upper Midwest. With 18 amazing hotels most offering
complimentary breakfast, Eagan is THE place to book your student group!

MINNESOTA VIKINGS MUSEUM

MINNESOTA ZOO

FORT SNELLING

VISIT E AG AN M N.CO M O R C A L L DE NISE O L SE N FO R M O RE INFORM ATION
E AG AN CO NV EN T I O N & V ISITO RS B URE AU • 86 6 -3 24-2 620
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What will you find in Ohio?
When you’re holding the one you love under a star-lit sky,
you discover a sense of wonder that you can’t find elsewhere.
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of Ohio native Neil Armstrong’s
first steps on the moon at out-of-this-world destinations around
the state like Observatory Park in Montville, one of only 45
International Dark Sky Parks in the United States.
Download or order your FREE 2019 Spring/Summer Calendar
of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at ohio.org to find more.
Observatory Park in Montville
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CULT U R E BU F F S

AIR FORCE MUSEUM
FOUNDATION

experience the thrill!
Experience the Air Force Museum Attractions –
the 400-seat Digital 3D Air Force Museum Theatre,
Movie Ride, Interactive Flight Simulators and Virtual
Reality Simulator. Feed your group in one of our two
cafés. Pick up a one-of-a-kind souvenir in the
Air Force Museum Store.

The Air Force Museum’s
Virtual Reality Simulator in Dayton

FREE museum admission & FREE parking! Group
rates for the theatre are available for 20 or more people.
For reservations, private event inquiries, or pre-orders,
please call the museum or visit our website.
AFMuseum.com/Attractions
937-253-4629
The Air Force Museum’s
Virtual Reality Simulator in Dayton

CLERMONT COUNTY
Get excited to engage and educate. Clermont County, just
east of Cincinnati, invites your group to explore unique outdoor
recreation, history and more. Discover the great outdoors at East
Fork State Park or Cincinnati Nature Center, while interacting with
unique hands-on activities. Immerse yourself in rich historical
experiences as you explore the Underground Railroad Freedom Trail
and President Grant’s birthplace along the Ohio River or learn about
the life of a World War II pilot at the Tri-State Warbird Museum. Other
regional attractions include Kings Island, Cincinnati Zoo, Cincinnati
Museum Center, Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter. Your group
can save on lodging and free parking. Plan your adventure today!
VisitClermontOhio.com | 513-732-3600

Tri-State Warbird Museum in Batavia

GREATER AKRON

Hale Farm & Village in Bath

Greater Akron offers students the opportunity to
explore and get excited about learning again.
Get hands-on with art and culture at the Akron
Art Museum, step back in time at Hale Farm &
Village, or get up close at the Akron Zoo. You’ll
also want to include Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens
and a well-earned recess aboard the Cuyahoga
Valley Scenic Railroad.
VisitAkron-Summit.org | 800-245-4254

View or order your FREE 2019 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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COSI

see dinosaurs
in Columbus!
Through a unique and
groundbreaking relationship
with the American Museum of
Natural History, COSI features
a new, permanent AMNH
Dinosaur Gallery. Come see the
life-sized model of a massive
Tyrannosaurus rex that’s certain
to captivate the imagination of
people of all ages, as well as
more specimens from AMNH’s
renowned dinosaur collection.
COSI.org | 614-228-2674

American Museum of Natural History Dinosaur Gallery
at COSI in Columbus

SANDUSKY COUNTY

uncover best-kept
secrets.
Sandusky County is home to the
Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential
Library and Museums, the Sandusky
County Historic Jail & Dungeon
and an abundance of other hidden
treasures. From history to hauntings,
find the perfect activity to delight,
surprise, entertain and inspire
groups of all ages. We are located
close to the Put-in-Bay and Kelleys
Island Ferry and Cedar Point —
America’s Roller Coast!
SanduskyCounty.org
800-255-8070

Sandusky County Historic Jail & Dungeon in Fremont
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GETAWAY S

The Hippoquarium at the Toledo Zoo

TOLEDO ZOO AND AQUARIUM
One Mission. Three Experiences. Countless Memories!
Toledo Zoo is three day trips in one! Discover 10,000+
animals representing 720 species from around the world,
along with a state-of-the-art aquarium with 3,000+ sea
creatures. Explore the new ProMedica Museum of Natural
History — this haven of habitats showcases Ohio 13,000
years ago, a 24x larger-than-life oak forest, a two-story
tropical greenhouse and more! Toledo Zoo is a must do!
Kalahari Resorts & Conventions in Sandusky

ToledoZoo.org | 419-385-5721

LAKE ERIE SHORES & ISLANDS

immerse your students in
collaborative experiences!
This coastal region provides year-round
Castle Noel in Medina
educational and entertainment experiences as
vast as the great lake it borders. Make learning
MEDINA COUNTY
fun with options such as: Cedar Point’s
Explore the Possibilities! Year-round (weekends) Christmas
Physics, Science & Math Week, a cruise to
entertainment at Castle Noel with holiday movie props, set pieces
Put-in-Bay and Kelleys Island, splash in an
and costumes. See the 16-foot sleigh from The Grinch, coast down
indoor waterpark, experience historical and
the slide from A Christmas Story, enjoy the “I Had That” Toyland
Experience, the Santa Squeeze and view Christmas department store
hands-on educational tours, opportunities
windows from New York City. Explore our unique shops, outlets and
for student performances, or discover the
county fair. Experience Buckin’ Ohio rodeos, great lodging and dining.
wonders of Lake Erie with marine research
Only 30 minutes from Cleveland and Akron on I-71.
activities. The Group Experience Manager
VisitMedinaCounty.com | 800-860-2943
is willing to help with accommodations
support, along with customized
GREATER CLEVELAND AQUARIUM
itineraries so students have fun and
Your students might blink in their SeaTube selfie,
learn during the process.
but our sharks won’t. Why? Sharks don’t have
ShoresAndIslands.com/Group
eyelids! See sand tigers glide overhead, touch
a
stingray, talk to an underwater SCUBA diver
800-255-3743
or go nose-to-nose with a blue-tongued skink
when you bring your group to see these and other
Shark Gallery and
amazing animals up close at the Greater Cleveland
SeaTube at Greater
Aquarium. Nature. It’s a curious thing.
Cleveland Aquarium
GreaterClevelandAquarium.com | 855-602-3040

View or order your FREE 2019 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.

105089_TOH_StudentGrpTour_7x10_singles.indd 4

3/8/19 9:58 AM

