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Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00 • BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200 
Reservations required for groups of 10 or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org  

or call 704-401-3270. • 4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina 

A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  

“... The Billy Graham Library was very inspirational 
and encouraging. It was on my bucket list.” 

Visit Charlotte, N.C., and walk in the shoes of a farm 
boy who became pastor to presidents and shared God’s 
love with millions. Discover what God can do through 
any life that is fully surrendered to Him as you explore 
state-of-the-art exhibits and spend time reflecting in 
the Memorial Prayer Garden. Admission is free, and the 
experience is unforgettable. Come — just as you are.

“Come and see what God has done.” —Psalm 66:5, ESV

Download free student resources  

at BillyGrahamLibrary.org/students.

PENCILS  
DOWN. 
ARMS UP.
DARE TO LIVE  
IN FULL COLOR.

BLUEMAN.COM
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Musical memories 
For many students and teachers, August means the end of summer and the start of 

another academic calendar. It also means a fresh start and another year of educational 
class trips. I hope this issue inspires your student travels for the year ahead! 

This month’s cover story highlights student music festivals across the country. 
Associate Editor Cortney Erndt writes, “Festivals allow students to meet peers they 
never normally would, listen to melodies they’ve never heard before, develop a desire to 
challenge themselves and make musical memories that last a lifetime.” See page 12. 

Erndt also takes you on a journey to Winnipeg, Manitoba’s capital city that’s full 
of student travel options. It’s known for its diverse music scene, cultural landmarks, 
museums and galleries — see page 66. Winnipeg is the location of next year’s Student & 
Youth Travel Association (SYTA) Annual Conference. 

Speaking of SYTA, head over to The Lounge (page 9) to read our Q&A with Raymond 
“Bud” Geissler, chair of the SYTA Youth Foundation. He shares information about the 
foundation and advice for funding travel. 

For more fundraising tips, check out Study Guide on page 11. We share five ideas 
and some insight from our readers about how they’ve tackled fundraising at their schools.  

As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine. 

                                                                        Until next time,
  

Up next: 
In December, we’ll have our heads in the game for our cover story on sports travel. 

Don’t miss coverage on Ottawa, Ontario; Hartford, Connecticut; Adirondacks, New York; 
Smokey Mountains, Tennessee; and Phoenix, Arizona.

  

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                                   
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                                         
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Virginia Arts Festival

On the cover:
Virginia Arts Festival, Va.
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*Requires theme park admission. Early Park Admission begins one (1) hour prior to regular scheduled park opening to either Universal Studios Florida or Universal’s Islands of Adventure as determined by Universal Orlando and Universal’s Volcano Bay. Valid at select attractions 
at each park. Attractions are subject to substitutions without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. © 2019 UCF Hotel Venture V. UNIVERSAL TM & © Universal Studios. ENDLESS SUMMER registered trademarks, Bruce Brown Films, LLC. All rights reserved.TRANSFORMERS and 
its logo and all related characters are trademarks of Hasbro and are used with permission. © 2019 Hasbro. All Rights Reserved. © 2019 DreamWorks LLC and Paramount Pictures Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Universal elements and all related indicia TM & © 2019 Universal 
Studios. All rights reserved. 1938658

STARS PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM

Students experience teamwork and 
collaboration with our workshops, 
stage performances and marching 
experiences taking place in the same 
theme park setting where professionals 
entertain thousands of guests each day.

UNIVERSAL STUDIES 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

These standards-aligned interactive 
education programs bring lessons to 
life, allowing students to explore their 
academic and professional interests in 
our immersive theme park classroom.   

https://www.pinterest.com/Universalorl

AN EXTRA AFFORDABLE HOTEL OPTION

The two hotels of Universal’s Endless Summer 
Resort – Surfside Inn and Suites (now open) and 
Dockside Inn and Suites (opening Spring 2020) 
bring a simple, free-spirited vibe to your group’s 
Orlando trip, offering Early Park Admission* 
(valid theme park admission required) and group 
friendly amenities like a food court, meal 
vouches, luggage storage, refillable souvenir 
cups and more. 

Students will explore their passions beyond the classroom with experiential, career-focused 
opportunities through our education programs, performance opportunities and music-based workshops. 

UNIVERSAL’S ENDLESS SUMMER RESORT – 
SURFSIDE INN AND SUITES NOW OPEN

Artist Conceptual Rendering

SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS.

LEARNING WITHOUT LIMITS.
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Student Group Tour   
is your resource for  
educational travel.

• Regionally focused   
 content
• STEAM, performance 
 and sports destinations
• Tips for headache-free  
 travel planning
• 100% FREE!

Ideas for planning educational travel.

GroupTour.com/educators

never miss

an issue!

Continued on page 10

news & notes

Find ‘Dinosaurs around the  
world’ in PhilADELPHIA

“Dinosaurs Around 
the World” is on view 
through Jan. 20, 2020, 
at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of 
Drexel University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia. This exhibit displays 
more than a dozen 
animatronic dinosaurs 
that roamed the planet 
before the continents 
existed as they do now. 
Featuring advanced ani-
matronics, a multi-lay-
ered narrative, fossils, 
authentic casts, cutting-edge research and immersive design 
elements, the exhibit enables dinosaur enthusiasts to touch 
fossil casts, discover and name their own dinosaur, and learn 
how to find modern-day dinosaurs in their own backyard. 

215-299-1000, ansp.org

Explore ancient and MODERN
Greece IN INDIANAPOLIS

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is partnering with the Greek Min-
istry of Culture for two exhibitions. “Treasures of Ancient Greece,” on view 
through Jan. 5, 2020, presents over 200 pieces of fine art and rare antiqui-
ties. “Take Me There: Greece” is one of the largest exhibitions on contempo-
rary Greece ever mounted in the U.S. Students discover the vibrant culture 
of contemporary Greece, learn the Greek alphabet and explore replicas of 
Greek homes and shops. This semipermanent installation runs through 2023.

317-334-4000, childrensmuseum.org

Imagine Exhibitions

Buddy Holly Hall of Performing Arts 
and Sciences under construction

In the 1950s, a teenager sparked a cultural revolution with his music, 
songwriting and big-framed glasses. The Lubbock Entertainment and Per-
forming Arts Association will continue the Buddy Holly legacy by revolution-
izing performing arts, entertainment and education at The Buddy Holly Hall 
of Performing Arts and Sciences in downtown Lubbock, Texas. 

The state-of-the-art campus will feature two theaters, event space, a full-
service bistro and a ballet academy under one roof. The hall is expected to 
open in 2020. 

lepaa.org
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 Raymond “Bud” Geissler was a 
student tour owner and operator for 
more than 20 years. He became in-
volved with the Student & Youth Travel 
Association (SYTA) 11 years ago to 
learn what he was doing well and how 
other tour operators worked.
 Geissler has held several leadership 
positions within SYTA, most currently 
serving as chair of SYTA Youth Founda-
tion’s Executive Committee. Associate 
Editor Cortney Erndt chatted with 
Geissler to learn more about the founda-
tion, and how educators can best serve 
their students’ travel funding.

Q. What is SYTA Youth Founda-
tion’s ultimate goal? 

A. Do you remember when you were 
in school and you were the only kid 
at the lunch table without a snack? Or 
when the other kids got called to the 
assembly, but you had to stay back in 
class? It’s a horrible feeling.
 Now, compound that feeling. 
You are the only cheerleader, trumpet 
player or history club member who 
can’t go on the school trip. Where does 
the director or educator turn? SYTA 
Youth Foundation is one place.
 While there is a limited bud-
get, we spend it annually to ensure 
young people have the opportunity to 
travel. Our ultimate goal is to pro-
vide resources to young people who 
cannot afford to travel, and we have 
multiple programs through which we 
provide those resources. Our ROADS 
program, for example, is an individual 
application for one student to travel. 
Our Silver Lining Program offers a 
larger group experience. 
 If you have a box of tissues, give me 
a call and I can read some of the applica-
tions. We fund about 10% of the requests 

we receive; we need more resources to 
grant more travel opportunities.

Q. Why is student travel 
important?

A. Every morning we wake up and see 
the same things: our home, school, com-
munity and place of business. We know 
what we are told and see what we can. 
 Student travel breaks those walls. 
Travel gives young people the chance 
to connect curriculum to reality, prac-
tice to performance and classrooms to 
careers. Kids need to see people who 
don’t look like they do, who don’t walk 
the same streets or eat the same foods. 
Only when they meet someone who is 
different than they are can we begin to 
break down barriers. 

Q. What advice do you have for 
educators who feel their stu-
dents cannot afford to travel?

A. Travel does not have to be cultural 
immersion halfway across the globe. 
There are many programs down the 
road, 100 or 200 miles away, that can of-
fer the experience. SYTA tour operators 
can develop programs that connect to 
any curriculum. 
 The experience is about changing 
the selfie. Put the traveler in a position 
to see themselves with a different back-
ground and new people — it doesn’t 
matter where. The child will change, and 
he or she will remember. 

Q. How can Student Group Tour 
magazine readers help?
 
A. You can certainly visit our website 

and donate. We have multiple levels of 
giving and would love to receive sup-
port from readers. 
 Join our Running For Youth pro-
gram, which enables runners to raise 
money for our programs while they do 
what they love to do. Seriously, $25 or 
$50 — it all adds up and gives us more 
resources to provide scholarships.
 We have long-term giving op-
portunities as well. Our endowment 
fund is approaching $1 million, and 
the Board of Trustees is now commit-
ted to giving away at least $100,000 in 
ROADS scholarships annually.
 You also can help build momen-
tum by following our social media 
channels. Travel changes young lives 
for good! n

SYTA Youth Foundation
703-610-1263
sytayouthfoundation.org

Raymond ‘Bud’ Geissler is the Groups, 
National Account Manager at Travel 
Insured International, where he helps 
travelers protect their investments and 
themselves.

Lounge RAYMOND
‘BUD’ GEISSLER

SYTA Youth Foundation 
chair talks travel funding

RAYMOND “BUD” GEISSLER

RAYMOND “BUD” GEISSLER
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news & notes

Atlanta History Center 
acquires USCT flag

In June, the Atlanta History Center acquired a 
rare Civil War artifact, the regimental flag of the 
127th United States Colored Troops. The flag is one 
of fewer than 25 known examples carried by African 
American regiments during the war. The flag helps 
the center expand its narrative about African Ameri-
can service during the Civil War. 

atlantahistorycenter.org
Morphy Auctions

Private photo sharing app for your traveling group.  
 No email or phone number required.   Free storytelling video made from your photos.   Make your memories last a lifetime.

Ask your tour operator about . . . grouptravelvideos.com

Teach your students  
the value of memories.

made from YOUR photos

 Location 
Mapping

 Private Photo 
Sharing & 
Messaging

 Document 
Sharing

Frazier History Museum to celebrate 
women’s suffrage

On August 18, 1920, Congress ratified the 19th Amendment, allow-
ing women the right to vote. Starting in February 2020 and running 
through January 2021, Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Kentucky, 
will coordinate a major community celebration including more than 
100 different partner 
organizations. The 
museum is working 
with the Louisville 
Office of Women to 
ensure the celebra-
tion is inclusive.

The “Kentucky 
Suffrage Exhibition” 
will place the state’s 
suffrage movement 
within the context of 
the national move-
ment. Students will be able to explore the specifics of the Kentucky’s 
particular stars, villains, triumphs and defeats. 

For more information on Frazier History Museum, see page 54.
502-753-5663, fraziermuseum.org

Creative Commons
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5 fundraising ideas  

 STUDY GUIDE

for every student group

A bake sale, car 
wash, used-book fair 
or community garage 
sale can generate 
significant funds.

Tried-and-true 
methods

1

Websites like 
Kickstarter and 
GoFundMe can be 
great ways to raise 
cash from donors 
all over the world. 
Share the campaign 
on social media 
for more exposure. 
When creating the 
campaign, pay 
attention to each 
website’s fine print, 
watching closely 
for hidden fees and 
payout information.

Crowdfunding2

Music is a hobby for 
many middle and 
high school students. 
Organize a Battle of the 
Bands and charge the 
bands and audience 
members. For a fun 
twist, consider a 
karaoke contest.

Battle of
the Bands

3

Students wear white 
T-shirts, and at 
specific checkpoints, 
volunteers spray them 
with water-based 
paint or throw water 
balloons containing 
paint. Charge a 
participation fee and 
have sponsors pledge 
money for each 
completed lap.

Color run5

Have students collect 
old cartridges, cell 
phones, clothes or 
even soda cans. Set 
up a partnership with a 
company that will buy 
the recycled items.

Recycling drive4

ducational travel can teach all kinds of lessons in 
leadership and responsibility, including how to earn and 
save money for the trip. Help students get started with 

one or more of these strategies. 

E

From our readers How do your students raise funds for a class trip? “We use our school parking lot for 
local parade parking on St. Patrick’s 
Day. We only ask for a free-will 
donation, and people literally throw 
$20 bills at us! The whole thing 
lasts only three hours — just waving 
students with signs to draw people in.  
We made $1,600 this year!”
Bruce Boehne, teacher, Zion Lutheran 
School, Dallas, Texas

“We set up booths at all of the area 
festivals and sell food products that 
are donated. Our sign also is helpful in 
receiving donations.”
James Craft, teacher, South Central Jr.-
Sr. High School, Union Mills, Indiana

“I have had success with selling World’s 
Finest Chocolate Bars. Our next big 
fundraiser is a bowling event at our 
local bowling alley.”
Amy Harn, choir director, Byron 
Community School District 226, Byron, 
Illinois
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MUSIC FESTIVALS
Hone musical talents through hands-on
workshops and spirited competition By Cortney Erndt

    articipation in a music festival   
    motivates students and directors 

toward achievement of musical 
success. Through listening, evaluating 
and professional comments, trained 
adjudicators and clinicians can offer an 
educational experience that transcends 
any regularly scheduled rehearsal. 

At the following festivals throughout 
the United States, students meet 
peers they never normally would, 
listen to melodies they’ve never heard 
before, develop a desire to challenge 
themselves and make musical 
memories that last a lifetime.

Virginia Arts Festival

Norfolk NATO Festival Parade, Va.

P
Virginia Arts Festival, Va.
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OrlandoFest

OrlandoFest music festivals run 
from March through early June 
at performing arts centers within 
close proximity to Universal Orlando 
Resort in Orlando, Florida. 

“OrlandoFest is a company 
that offers music festivals and 
workshops, providing the highest 
quality, education-based musical 
experience for each student and 
director while reinforcing musical 
concepts being taught within your 
classroom,” said Joe Mason, 
managing partner for OrlandoFest. 
“We conclude our festival with a fun 
and exciting awards ceremony in the 
theme park.”

With year-round custom 
workshops, ensembles experience 
fast-paced, focused learning. Students 

learn to play or sing together at a new 
level of musicianship. 

“Our clinicians offer music 
students of all levels immediate, 
constructive information, which allows 
them to experience individual and 
group improvement,” Mason said. 
“They walk from the stage having 
the knowledge of how to be better 
musicians. This is powerful. 

“Our staff and clinicians are 
specialists in music education. We 
use clinicians and adjudicators who 
specialize in the type of groups 
attending to add the greatest value for 
our directors.”

OrlandoFest 
800-313-2251
orlandofest.com

Held annually in Alexandria, 
Minnesota, the Vikingland Band Festival 
parade marching championship is 
widely regarded as the Midwest’s largest 
and most prestigious summer marching 
band competition. 

“The Vikingland Band Festival strives 
to showcase the hard work of marching 
bands and inspire students to reach new 
heights of performance excellence,” said 
Ken Martinson, co-founder and active 
committee member. “Camaraderie 
is a hallmark of the spirited awards 
ceremony following the competition, 
and it’s common to see friendship and 
support develop among competitors.”

This year, Vikingland Band Festival 
celebrated its 35th anniversary and 
featured 1,700 performers in 21 
marching bands. In the festival’s history, 
the event has drawn 93 bands from 
seven states, three Canadian provinces 
and the country of Norway. Although 
many of the performing bands are 
experienced competitors with long-
standing participation, new bands are 
invited and encouraged to participate.

“Minnesota is a great place to be 
in summertime, and the Vikingland 
Band Festival is a great focal point for 
bands wishing to travel to the region,” 
Martinson said. 

Interested band directors are 
encouraged to request an application 
through the festival’s website. Early 
acceptance is possible for bands 
traveling a great distance. Future dates 
include June 28, 2020; June 27, 2021; 
and June 26, 2022.

Vikingland Band Festival 
vikinglandbandfestival.com

Vikingland Band Festival

From top: Jesse Thorstad, iStock

Vikingland Band Festival, Alexandria, Minn.

Virginia Arts Festival, Va.
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With the most diverse student body of 
any classical music summer program, the 
Aspen Music Festival and School (AMFS) 
in Aspen, Colorado, welcomes more 
than 650 students each summer from 
approximately 34 countries and 40 states.

While many students are admitted on 
an individual basis, string quartets can 
be admitted to the AMFS’s Center for 
Advanced Quartet Studies, and brass 
quintets can be admitted to the American 
Brass Quintet Seminar @Aspen.

“The AMFS differs from many other 
summer music festivals in that music 
education is at the heart of its mission,” 
said Jennifer White, vice president 
and dean of students. “While many 
festivals feature professional orchestras 
in summer performance residencies, 
classical music students come to study 

and perform side-by-side with AMFS 
artist-faculty from top orchestras, music 
schools and conservatories. 

“In addition to private instruction, 
students have the opportunity to 
rehearse and perform major orchestral 
repertoire side-by-side with their 
teachers and/or principal players from 
major orchestras in the United States 
and abroad,” she said.

For exceptionally talented middle 
and high school quartets and quintets, 
AMFS can be a great opportunity to 
rehearse and perform with advanced 
students, as the average age of an 
AMFS musician is 22. 

 
Aspen Music Festival and School
aspenmusicfestival.com

Aspen Music Festival and School

Clockwise from bottom left: Aubree Dallas, Virginia Arts Festival, Elle Logan

Benedict 
Music Tent, 
Aspen Music 
Festival and 
School, Colo.

Aspen Music Festival and 
School, downtown Aspen, 
Colo.
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For almost 24 years, the Virginia Arts 
Festival has transformed the cultural 
scene in southeastern Virginia.

“Arts education is central to the 
mission of Virginia Arts Festival, and the 
ways the festival reaches students are 
unique and varied, including student 
matinees, in-school performances, 
artists’ residencies, master classes and 
demonstrations,” said Alli Pereira, public 
relations manager for Virginia Arts Festival.

There are many opportunities for 
student groups to perform during 
the festival, such as pre-show 
performance opportunities in the lobby 
or plaza of the venue. Master classes, 
behind-the-scenes tours and meet-the-

artist opportunities are available for 
many events.

“Virginia Arts Festival hopes to make 
a lasting impact and open students’ 
eyes to worlds beyond their own,” 
Pereira said. “While our programs are 
obviously suited for music, chorus, 
orchestra, band, theater and dance 
classes, we also have received positive 
feedback from language arts and 
social studies teachers who have found 
that arts events are a great way of 
introducing subject matter in a fresh and 
exciting way.”

The Virginia Arts Festival, in 
partnership with Performing Arts 
Consultants, are the producers of the 

Virginia International Music Festival, 
which gives student groups the 
experience of performing in world-class 
venues and receiving feedback from 
industry leaders. Bands can march 
in the Norfolk NATO Festival Parade 
of Nations. Choirs, drill teams and 
music ensembles can perform at the 
International Village or at the Virginia 
International Tattoo Hullaballoo. Drum 
corp groups can participate in the DCI 
Battle at the Battleship Wisconsin. n 

Virginia Arts Festival
757-282-2800
vafest.org

Virginia Arts Festival

Rhythm Project, Virginia Arts Festival, Va.
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FUN FACTSFort Wayne offers many day and 
overnight trips for experiential learning. 
From exploring behind the scenes of a 
music-lover’s dream at Sweetwater to 
visiting the nationally recognized Fort 
Wayne Children’s Zoo, the city has 
something for every class subject. 

“There is plenty of entertainment 
and quality hotels in Fort Wayne to fill 
any student group’s agenda and give a 
warm welcome to our city,” said Rachel 
Stephens, Visit Fort Wayne group 
services manager. 

As Indiana’s second largest city, Fort 
Wayne is filled with a vibrant and booming 

arts and music culture with plenty for 
groups to see and do. What’s more, Visit 
Fort Wayne has friendly staff members 
who can help educators craft an itinerary 
to maximize their students’ experience. 

“Our sales team is ready to 
help with coordinating hotel blocks, 
preparing itineraries and answering your 
questions,” Stephens said. 

Located in the easily accessible 
northeast corner of Indiana, Fort 
Wayne is full of that famous “Hoosier 
hospitality” and ready to welcome 
students to its unique dining and 
entertainment attractions.

I n d i a n a

5Stops

Fort Wayne
• Legendary John Chapman, aka 
Johnny Appleseed, is buried along 
the St. Joseph River in Fort Wayne 
at the Johnny Appleseed Park.

• Fort Wayne is the birthplace of 
the NBA Detroit Pistons and the Fort 
Wayne Daisies, the 1940s women’s 
baseball team made famous by the 
movie, A League of their Own.

Visit Fort Wayne
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Fort Wayne, Indiana
GO
DeBrand Fine Chocolates
260-969-8335
debrand.com

Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
260-427-6808
kidszoo.org

Fort Wayne Outfitters
260-420-3962
fwoutfitters.com

Fort Wayne TinCaps/Parkview Field
260-482-6400
parkviewfield.com

Sweetwater
260-432-8176, ext. 1137
sweetwater.com

ASK
Visit Fort Wayne
260-424-3700
visitfortwayne.com

5 STOPS

DeBrand Fine 
Chocolates

Fort Wayne’s world-renowned 
chocolatier offers small bites, decadent 
desserts and a tour complete with 
samples at the Auburn Road location. 
Participants watch a short video on 
the history of the company and view 
the chocolate-making kitchens, where 
they see the artisan process involved 
in making DeBrand chocolates. Each 
tour typically lasts 30 to 45 minutes. 
DeBrand’s four Fort Wayne stores offer 
an elegant and relaxing atmosphere, 
and fine chocolates made with only the 
highest-quality ingredients.

Sweetwater
Go behind the scenes of the 

country’s largest online retailer of 
musical instruments and studio gear. 
Browse and play in the Sweetwater 
Music Store, which has the largest on-
site inventory of any music store in the 
U.S. Take a sneak peek at the state-of-
the-art recording studio and check out 
the free arcade, where there is virtual 
golf, skee-ball and pool. And, of course, 
be sure to take the two-story, swirly 
slide and step over to the Crescendo 
Café for refreshments.

Fort Wayne  
Children’s Zoo

Any trip to Fort Wayne should include 
a visit to the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo 
to ignite curiosity in geography, science, 
language and culture. Students can 
travel around the globe to see lions 
and monkeys in the “African Journey” 
exhibit, walk among kangaroos in the 
“Australian Adventure” and hide out with 
the orangutans in the lush “Indonesian 
Rain Forest.” All exhibits have interactive 
features, so students can pet a stingray, 
feed a giraffe, ride the skyride and enjoy 
a leisurely log ride.

Fort Wayne Riverfront
Take a leisurely tour of Fort Wayne’s 

famous rivers aboard Sweet Breeze, 
a replica of an authentic 1840s canal 
boat. Or, jump right in the water with 
some help from Fort Wayne Outfitters’ 
river recreation rentals. Enjoy the brand-
new, interactive Promenade Park, which 
features community green space, public 
art and plenty of entertainment options. 
Since Fort Wayne’s establishment, its 
rivers — the St. Mary’s, the St. Joseph 
and the Maumee — have been an 
intrinsic part of the city.

Parkview Field
The city’s minor league baseball 

park, Parkview Field is home to the 
Fort Wayne TinCaps. Parkview Field 
has been ranked No. 1 in ballpark 
experience for four consecutive years 
by Stadium Journey. The stadium sits 
in the center of downtown, and the 
TinCaps play in the Midwest League and 
are a Class A affiliate of the San Diego 
Padres. The team’s name refers to a 
fictionalized depiction of John Chapman 
wearing a cooking pot as a hat in the 
1948 Disney movie, Johnny Appleseed.

Visit Fort Wayne
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COLUMBUS
OHIO

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
SCIENCE

BIOLOGY

ART

The Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium works 
to connect students and 
wildlife. The complex is 

home to more than 10,000 animals 
representing 600 species from all over 
the world. On school trips, students 
can learn about everything from animal 
behavior to environmental science 
careers. Self-guided field trip activities 
are built around the 5E lesson plan 
model. The five Es are: engage, explore, 
explain, extend and evaluate.

COSI, Columbus’ Center 
of Science and Industry, 
combines science learning 
and fun at its downtown 

location. School trips can include a 
giant-screen film, a planetarium show 
and hands-on workshops. Packages are 
available for all grade levels and include 
a wide range of science topics. In the 
American Museum of Natural History 
Dinosaur Gallery, students get close to 
a full-size cast of a Tyrannosaurus rex, 
100 million-year-old fossilized amber 
and an 8-foot titanosaur femur cast.

Guided learning 
experiences for students at 
the Columbus Museum 
of Art (CMA) foster 

collaboration, creativity and critical 
thinking. For example, in Art and the 
Language of Poetry, students play with 
language and begin a poem inspired by 
a work of art. The French Connection 
allows students to explore French art at 
the CMA. In CMA Sleuths, small groups 
examine clues, carefully describe and 
develop interpretations, and reason with 
evidence.

Experience Columbus
614-222-6136
experiencecolumbus.com

Experience Columbus
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GREAT LAKES

GROUP SALES

NOW OPEN

AN EVENING WITH C.S. LEWIS
OCT. 22 – NOV. 3, 2019  

THE SIMON & GARFUNKEL STORY
NOV. 19 – DEC. 1, 2019  

IRVING BERLIN’S 
WHITE CHRISTMAS

DEC. 10 – 15, 2019  

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA
DEC. 18, 2019 – JAN. 5, 2020  

ONCE ON THIS ISLAND
JAN. 21 – FEB. 2, 2020 

SUMMER: 
THE DONNA SUMMER MUSICAL

FEB. 12 – 23, 2020 

BEGINS JUL. 18, 2019

NOW THROUGH JAN. 5, 2020

OCT. 21, 2020 — JAN. 3, 2021

©
D

is
ne

y

OCT. 29 — DEC. 1, 2019 DEC. 5, 2019 — FEB. 2, 2020

DEC. 25, 2019 — JAN. 26, 2020 JUL. 7 – SEP. 27, 2020

SEP. 10 — OCT. 20, 2019

The Museum of Science and Industry, 
Chicago (MSI) is celebrating the 10th 
consecutive year as the No. 1 field trip 
destination among Chicago museums.

According to Museums in the Park, 
360,239 students visited MSI in 2018. 
This marks a full decade of MSI continu-
ously providing fun, engaging science 
education to students on field trips that 
are free for Illinois schools and discount-
ed for out-of-state students. 

Museums in the Park is a coalition 
of 11 museums located on Chicago Park 
District property.

“MSI is proud to be the leader in 
school group attendance across Chicago 
museums, providing awe-inspiring learn-
ing opportunities to students,” said Andrea 
Ingram, the Ruth D. and Ken M. Davee 
vice president of education and guest 
services. “Our experiences and group 
welcoming process are second to none, as 
these students are at the core of our vision 
to inspire and motivate children to achieve 
their full potential in science, technology, 
medicine and engineering.”

With 14 acres of exhibits, Giant Dome 
Theater films and hands-on Learning 
Labs, the museum provides many learn-
ing opportunities.

Led by a museum educator, Learning 
Labs connect with classroom curriculum, 
engage students in the scientific process 
and provide insight into STEM careers. 

Among the newer programs are Jr. 

Science Cafés, where students talk with 
STEM professionals about their career 
paths and their personal journeys into 
science.

Students can explore more than a doz-
en MSI exhibits such as “Science Storms,” 
“YOU! The Experience” and “Numbers 
In Nature: A Mirror Maze.”

MSI also provides discounted tickets 
for all school groups to experiences that 
include Coal Mine, Giant Dome Theater 
films, U-505 On-board Tour and Future 
Energy Chicago. n

Museum of Science and Industry, 
 Chicago
773-684-1414
msichicago.org/education

Museum of Science and Industry, 
Chicago celebrates top ranking

J.B. Spector/Museum of Science
and Industry, Chicago
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Medina County 
Explore the Possibilities

   Experience year-round Christmas entertainment 
at Castle Noel. Students will enjoy seeing props, 
set pieces and costumes from some of their favorite 
Christmas movies. View Christmas window displays 
from NYC department stores.  Visit agricultural farms, 
markets and orchards. Stop in Medina with its many 
shops/restaurants in the historic Victorian Square. Enjoy 
parks, outlets, history, first-rate lodging and dining and 
so much more. Just 30 miles from Cleveland and Akron.

800-860-2943 
info@visitmedinacounty.com

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:
Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org + Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org

GROUPS OFTEN HAVE THE SAME 
RESPONSE TO CLEVELAND.

They come back.

Join in at ThisisCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage 

The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage introduces 
visitors to the beauty and diversity of Jewish history 
and culture in the context of the American experience. 
The Museum builds bridges of inquiry and appreciation 
between people of diverse backgrounds, serving as an 
educational resource for Northeast Ohio.

216-593-0575  
maltzmuseum.org 

shammer@mmjh.org
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Medina County 
Explore the Possibilities
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set pieces and costumes from some of their favorite 
Christmas movies. View Christmas window displays 
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Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org + Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org

GROUPS OFTEN HAVE THE SAME 
RESPONSE TO CLEVELAND.

They come back.

Join in at ThisisCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage 

The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage introduces 
visitors to the beauty and diversity of Jewish history 
and culture in the context of the American experience. 
The Museum builds bridges of inquiry and appreciation 
between people of diverse backgrounds, serving as an 
educational resource for Northeast Ohio.

216-593-0575  
maltzmuseum.org 

shammer@mmjh.org
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GREAT LAKES

In downtown Detroit, Michigan, 
students can receive a behind-the-scenes 
tour of the restored Fox Theatre, one 
of America’s most elegant and grand 
theaters. 

 “The Fox Theatre is special because 
of the historic significance it holds for 
Detroit, the state of Michigan and the 

United States,” said 
Tony Serra, director 
of operations. “So 
many amazing events, 
shows, concerts and 
films have been held 
here over the last 
90 years, and it is a 
wonder to continue 
to enter the venue just 
as so many millions 
of people have before 
you.”

Students visit many 
areas of the Fox Theatre when touring. 
For example, they go into the Grand 
Lobby, which soars six stories and was 
designed to resemble an ancient Indian 
temple; the 5,000-plus seat auditorium; 
backstage; and on the stage.  

According to Serra, nearly every stu-
dent tour conducted at the Fox Theatre 
begins with the students echoing each 
other upon entering the Grand Lobby 
with the same word: “Wow!” The reason 
for this exclamation is largely due to the 
ornate architecture, the vivid colors and 
the scale of how large the theater is. 

Another highlight for students is 
stepping onto the historic stage where 
thousands of legendary performers have 
stood over the years. What’s more, stu-
dents are overwhelmed and overjoyed 
when they are guided off-stage into the 
green room to view the thousands of 
signatures from past performers that 
adorn the walls of the backstage area. 

“After a tour of the Fox, we hope 
students leave with a renewed sense of 
the importance of history,” Serra said. 
“By telling the story of William Fox 
constructing the theater, and Mike and 
Marian Ilitch restoring the venue in the 
1980s, students learn why preserving 
our past is a worthy endeavor. They also 
get to see what life was like 90 years ago 
firsthand, connecting them to an age 
gone-by in a way few experiences are 
able to. Additionally, we hope to instill 
a sense of pride in what is happening in 
Detroit in 2019.”

Tours are available by appointment 
only for groups of 15 or more. Tours are 
offered Monday through Friday on non-
event days. n

Fox Theatre
313-471-3099
olympiaentertainment.com

Fox Theatre wows with tours

Bill Bowen
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GREAT LAKES

NATURE

UP CLOSE AND
PERSONAL

240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE

STAY AT OTTAWA’S 
LARGEST SUMMER 

HOTEL!

613-520-5611 | stay@carleton.ca 

conferenceservices.carleton.ca

ROOMS STARTING AT 
JUST $38 A NIGHT!

Bill Bowen

In 1959, Canadian Prime Minister 
John Diefenbaker commissioned the 
construction of a large bunker near Carp. 
The bunker’s purpose was to house key 
members of the government and military 
if there was a nuclear attack.

Decommissioned in 1994, the 
underground site is now Diefenbunker, 
Canada’s Cold War Museum.

Teigan Goldsmith, marketing and 
communications coordinator, said Diefen-
bunker offers a variety of experiences for 
student groups, depending on the booking.

A typical student tour features im-
portant rooms such as the War Cabinet 
room, the Bank of Canada Vault and the 
Prime Minister’s suite.

“Throughout the tour, students are 
immersed in the history of the Cold War 
and given a chance to experience what 
life would have been like underground,” 
Goldsmith said. “If booked, students also 
have the opportunity to participate in 

educational workshops. These workshops 
can cover anything from daily life in the 
bunker to emergency preparedness.”

Diefenbunker’s award-winning 
Conflict Resolution workshop is the most 
attended. The backdrop of the Cold War 
is used to teach young people the impor-
tance of conflict resolution. Modern-day 
experiences are tied into the workshop.

The hope of Diefenbunker’s education 
department and interpreters is that a visit 
helps students gain a better sense of the 
Cold War.

“The Cold War is one of the most 
underrated wars and often gets glossed 
over,” Goldsmith said. “A lot of the time, 
we will have students come for a visit 
who have a vague idea of what the Cold 
War was and leave astounded by what 
they learned. It’s important to understand 
how close we came and how to avoid 
getting that close again. We’re hoping 
workshops, such as Conflict Resolution, 
will aid in this.”

Goldsmith said information on all 
of Diefenbunker’s workshops — includ-
ing descriptions, duration and age range 
— can be found on the Diefenbunker 
website under “For Teachers.” n

Diefenbunker
613-839-0007
diefenbunker.ca

Diefenbunker presents Cold War era

Diefenbunker
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GREAT LAKES

2019 HOLIDAY SEASON 
Don’t miss our two holiday 
classics Holiday Inn and  
A Christmas Carol.  
On stage Nov 13 – Dec 22.

SHAWFEST.COM 
1-800-511-SHAW Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL  
Publication: Student Group Tour Magazine  
Insertion Date: August Issue Size: 2.25in x 4.75in   
Contact:  BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications

GregFrewinTheatre.com

One of Ohio’s largest underground 
caverns is located about 20 miles south of 
Cedar Point. It’s Seneca Caverns in Bel-
levue, and it opened to the public in 1933.

Owner Denise Bell said a one-hour 
guided tour introduces students to 
the natural limestone cavern. As they 
descend lower in the cave, students see 
fossils and stalactites. 

“The guides talk about the history, 
geology and biology of the caverns,” Bell 
said. “The tour is geared to the grade 
level of the students.”

Finally, students reach the under-
ground stream, called the Ole Mist’ry 
River, that normally flows through the 
caverns’ seventh level. The stream is part 
of the area’s water table and its level is 
controlled primarily by the rate of percola-
tion, surface amount of precipitation and 
consequent runoff, mainly via sinkholes, 
sinking streams and vertical fractures in 
the limestone. The temperature of the wa-
ter is a constant 48.9 degrees Fahrenheit.

“What makes Seneca Caverns differ-
ent from other caves is the underground 
river,” Bell said. “Seeing and touch-
ing the water is the No. 1 thing for the 
students. They also can see the itty-bitty 
creatures. It’s a dynamic environment 
— and a totally different environment 
down there.”

Since the caverns’ temperature is 
always 54 degrees Fahrenheit, a light 
jacket is recommended.

Seneca Mining Company on the 

caverns grounds offers an above-ground 
activity for a separate fee. A sluice with 
flowing water allows students to pan for 
gemstones, minerals, crystal, arrow-
heads and fossils.

“The kids love to do it,” Bell said. 
“Students get to go underground, and 
we give them information on the cav-
erns and answer their questions. When 
they leave, they have learned something 
about what is literally underneath their 
feet.”

Student groups must register in 
advance. Many groups use the shaded 
picnic area for lunch.

Seneca Caverns is open from May 
through mid-October, rain or shine. n

Seneca Caverns
419-483-6711 
senecacavernsohio.com

Seneca Caverns shares 
underground world

Seneca Caverns
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GREAT LAKES

Memorable experiences are better shared. Looking to ignite a passion for learning and 
exploration? Students of all ages will love to hear you announce “next stop, Hornblower 
Niagara Cruises” as you start your adventures in Niagara Falls, Canada. With student and 
youth group incentives including special rates, complimentary tickets, admission on the 

new Hornblower Niagara Funicular, plentiful on-site amenities and more, we make it 
simple and rewarding for teachers to plan a voyage that their students will treasure.

the OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM

B O O K  Y O U R  T O U R  T O D A Y .  E M A I L  G R O U P S @ N I A G A R A C R U I S E S . C O M . 
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TORONTO 
THEATRE

NOW ON STAGE
ELGIN THEATRE

$35 Student Group Tickets

1.800.461.3333
416.872.1212

for a complete line-up of shows!

NOV 27 - JAN 5
PRINCESS OF WALES 

THEATRE

JAN 8 - FEB 2
PRINCESS OF WALES 

THEATRE

U.S. Dollar goes
further in canada!

Students encounter a one-of-a-kind 
collection of musical instruments and 
manuscripts at Schubert Club Museum 
in downtown Saint Paul, Minnesota.

Kate Cooper, director of education 
and museum, said the museum dem-
onstrates the inspiring role of music 
through the ages by means of its col-
lection and music-themed exhibits of 
historic and cultural interest.

“The Schubert Club Museum is a 
wonderful space for all, located in Saint 
Paul’s iconic Landmark Center,” Cooper 
said. “It is an interactive space, which 
offers visitors a reflection on the joys of 
music-making through the centuries.”

The museum is in the process of 
being redesigned to make it even more 
interactive. But Cooper said the mu-
seum will remain open throughout the 
process.

Key exhibit areas include a massive 
“cyclone” sculpture of instruments from 

around the world, historic keyboards 
including a 17th-century Italian harp-
sichord, and music boxes and phono-
graphs dating to 1890.

Playable originals and replicas of 
keyboards span the 17th to 20th centu-
ries. 

There’s also a traditional gamelan 
orchestra celebrating an over 1,000-year-
old musical tradition from the islands of 
Bali and Java.

Tours can be guided or self-guided. 
Admission to the museum is free. 
Groups of five or more are encouraged 
to call ahead.

There is a place outside the building 
to unload motorcoaches, and motor-
coaches are directed to an area about 1½ 
miles away to park. n

Schubert Club Museum
651-292-3266
schubert.org/museum

Explore music-making
at Schubert Club Museum

Schubert Club Museum
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FUN FACTS
Among Vermont’s early settlers, 

African Americans tilled the land, built 
homes and fought in the Revolutionary 
War. African Americans helped to 
establish communities in the new state 
of Vermont, and they fought to support 
the Union cause in the Civil War. They 
studied in Vermont schools and went 
on to become leaders in government, 
religion and education.

The Vermont African American 
Heritage Trail brings students to 
museums and cultural sites where 
exhibits, films, tours and personal stories 
illuminate the lives of African Americans 
for whom the Green Mountain State was 

part of their identity. Locations along 
the route chronicle eras, people and 
events significant in Vermont’s African 
American history. 

“Vermont offers educational/student 
groups unique tour options,” said Karen 
Ballard, program manager at Vermont 
Tourism Network. “From history, to 
science, fun and teambuilding, it’s 
the perfect combination. The African 
American Heritage Trail offers groups 
the opportunity to explore African 
American history, combined with the 
iconic outdoor experiences Vermont is 
known for.”

H e r i t a g e  T r a i l

5Stops

Vermont African American 

• On July 2, 1777, Vermont 
became the first colony to prohibit 
slavery. Not only did its legislature 
agree to abolish slavery entirely, it 
also moved to provide full voting 
rights for African American males.

• The heritage trail includes 22 
historic sites and museums.

Vermont Tourism Network
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Vermont African American 
 Heritage Trail
GO
Brandon Museum/Brandon Area 
 Chamber of Commerce
802-247-6401
brandon.org/the-brandon-museum

Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home
802-367-7965
hildene.org

Old Constitution House State Historic Site
802-672-3773
historicsites.vermont.gov/directory/
  old_constitution

Old Stone House Museum 
 and Brownington Village
802-754-2022
oldstonehousemuseum.org

Rokeby Museum
802-877-3406 
rokeby.org

ASK 
Vermont Tourism Network 
802-262-2129
vermonttourismnetwork.com

5 STOPS

Old Stone House Museum 
and  Brownington Village

Brownington
Old Stone House Museum is the 

site of Alexander Twilight’s home, 
school and church, and the building he 
constructed to house students of the 
Orleans County Grammar School. With 
buildings dating from 1823 to 1848, the 
museum is located in the Brownington 
Village Historic District where Twilight’s 
dormitory — Athenian Hall — dominates 
the landscape. Reverend Alexander 
Twilight was the first African American 
to earn a bachelor’s degree from an 
American college or university.

Brandon Museum
Brandon 
Located in the Stephen A. Douglas 

Birthplace, the Brandon Museum offers 
exhibits, a film and a walking tour that 
explain how a small Vermont town 
became part of the national Abolitionist 
movement. The museum details Brandon 
history and the impact of the Civil War on 
the town. Students learn how Brandon 
native, Stephen A. Douglas (Abraham 
Lincoln’s presidential opponent in 1860) 
rose to national prominence and how 
his hometown resoundingly rejected his 
politics due to his stance on slavery.

Rokeby Museum
Ferrisburgh
As a National Historic Landmark, 

Rokeby Museum is an unrivaled 
underground railroad site. Multimedia 
exhibits and guided tours share the 
stories of fugitives from slavery who were 
harbored by Vermont abolitionists. From 
1793 to 1961, Rokeby was home to four 
generations of Robinsons — a family of 
Quakers, farmers, abolitionists, artists and 
authors. Fugitives at Rokeby stayed for 
months working on the Robinsons’ farm. 
Students can tour the Robinsons’ home, 
visit eight historic farm buildings and 
explore the walking trails.

Hildene, The Lincoln 
Family Home

Manchester
Robert Lincoln, son of the great 

emancipator Abraham Lincoln, built his 
home in Manchester in 1905 during 
his tenure as president of the Pullman 
Company. At the turn of the 20th 
century, the company was the largest 
employer of African Americans in the 
country. The 412-acre estate was home 
to three generations of the president’s 
descendants. Hildene’s roster of school 
programs covers topics in  natural science 
and history.

Old Constitution House 
State Historic Site

Windsor 
In 1777, the first Constitution of 

the “Free and Independent State of 
Vermont” was adopted at the Windsor 
Tavern. It was the first Constitution in 
America to prohibit slavery. The tavern is 
preserved as the Old Constitution House 
State Historic Site and looks much 
like it did more than 200 years ago. 
Exhibits recount the writing of the most 
progressive Constitution of its time and 
examine its effect on the politics of the 
young nation. 

Clockwise from top left: Vermont Tourism Network, Brandon Museum, Hildene, Creative Commons (2)
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Portland
Maine

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
ART

ASTROLOGY

PERFORMING ARTS

Located in the Science 
Building on the University 
of Southern Maine’s 
Portland Campus, 

Southworth Planetarium can 
customize an experience for student 
groups. The planetarium offers more 
than 30 on-demand showings, including 
shows about astronomical history, arctic 
exploration, the origins of life, extrasolar 
planets and the dawn of the space age. 
Each show includes a tour of the night’s 
sky. The planetarium can accommodate 
groups of 80 students at one time.

School programs at 
Portland Museum of Art 
(PMA) use authentic works 
to inspire and encourage 

critical thinking. With significant 
holdings of American, European and 
contemporary art, as well as iconic 
works from Maine, PMA offers tours led 
by docent educators who can customize 
experiences for the needs of the group. 
Students and teachers can connect 
classroom curriculum with specific 
artworks, topics, eras or people.

With the mission of 
“enriching lives through 
music,” Portland 
Symphony Orchestra 

(PSO) is widely regarded as one of the 
top symphony orchestras of its size in 
the country. The orchestra is comprised 
of 82 professional musicians, with 40% 
of them residing in Maine, and the rest 
coming from the greater Boston area, 
New Hampshire and Vermont. Most 
concerts last two hours, including a 15- 
to 20-minute intermission. A variety of 
student programs are available.

Visit Portland
207-772-4994
visitportland.com

Clockwise from top: Visit Portland/PMA/Erin Little (2), Visit Portland/PSO (2)
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 Set on 50 acres of rugged Connecti-
cut woodlands, Fields of Fire Adventure 
Park pushes students to new heights 
and, possibly, outside of their comfort 
zones. 

“We’ve built an incredible obstacle 
course in the trees of Mystic, Connecti-
cut,” said Mark Lombardi, director of 
sales at Fields of Fire Adventure Park. 
“Complete with 76 elevated obstacles 
and 14 zip lines, our Aerial Adventure 
Park is the perfect option for group out-
ings. We offer five unique courses rang-
ing from beginner to expert, so there is 
something for every level of expertise.” 

The park, located five minutes from 
downtown Mystic, can accommodate 
groups of 90 people, with a typical visit 
lasting three to four hours. Groups are 

asked to arrive 15–20 minutes prior to 
the start time, to allow time to check 
waivers and registration.

“Our harnessing and equipment 
training takes place as a group and 
includes a run through our ground-level 
training course,” Lombardi said. “This 
ensures all climbers fully understand 
and are comfortable with their equip-
ment before they go up in the trees.” 

After training, all climbers start on 
one of two beginner courses before 
climbing freely on the other courses. 
Each course can be completed in about 
30 minutes. 

“Our focus is on providing physi-
cally stimulating activities for everyone 
to enjoy in a natural outdoor setting,” 
Lombardi said. “The Aerial Park climb-

ing is a great peer-bonding experi-
ence. It is geared toward participants 
achieving personal goals and fosters an 
atmosphere of encouragement among 
the climbers and our staff. We hope 
our climbers find a boost in self-esteem 
from challenging themselves, as well 
as increased empathy for their peers 
as almost everyone will be out of their 
comfort zone at some point.”   

Fields of Fire Adventure park offers 
on-site motorcoach parking and a large 
picnic area for groups to gather. Groups 
are welcome to bring box lunches or 
catered meals. n

Fields of Fire Adventure Park
860-449-4628
fieldsoffiremystic.com

Fields of Fire Adventure Park boosts self-esteem
Fields of Fire 
Adventure Park
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Bennington Museum 

Located in Boston’s 
historic Back Bay.

Blending comfort and  
convenience with affordability!

Email or call Gregg Bolduc:   
gbolduc@midtownhotel.com | 617-369-6285    

220 Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02115  
www.midtownhotel.com   

Walking distance to all that Boston 
has to offer. Make your stay in Boston 

convenient, and affordable. For our 
guaranteed lowest available rate visit our 
website, where you’ll find great savings 

and packages throughout the year!

We look forward to seeing you!

The

When touring the Bennington Mu-
seum in Bennington, Vermont, students 
are immersed in the region’s diverse art, 
rich history and culture of innovation. 
The museum holds more than 40,000 
objects in its permanent collection, and 
the largest collection of art and histori-
cal artifacts in southern Vermont.

The museum offers a mix of exhibits, 
showcasing letters written by George 
Washington, 19th-century Bennington 
Stoneware and works by 20th-century 
modernists. The museum is the proud 
caretaker of the largest public collection 
of paintings by great American folk art-
ist Grandma Moses. 

In addition to guided tours, the 
museum offers a roster of topic-specific 
school programs.

“Bennington Museum offers a wide 
range of program opportunities that ex-
amine history, art and innovation,” said 
Deana Mallory, the museum’s director 
of public programs. “We are dedicated 
to putting our visitors in front of the 
real objects and works of art that tell the 
story of our region, and we use those 
objects and works of art to broaden the 
critical thinking skills of students. Our 
programs are engaging, participatory, 
and — when possible — hands-on.” 

The standard program offerings are 
listed on the museum’s website, but are 
not limited to those options. 

“We enjoy working with educators 
to craft programs that will support their 
needs and the curriculum,” Mallory said. 

A favorite program among students 
is the People & Places Walking Tour, 
which takes them to key historic sites in 
town, including Center Cemetery and 
Bennington Battle Monument. Another 
crowd-pleaser is Gravestone Stories, 
where students 
use gravestones as 
resources to learn 
about individuals. 

“Our goal 
is to inspire 
curiosity and 
creativity in our 
student visitors,” 
Mallory said. 
“With a world of 
content at their 
fingertips via the 
internet, we are 
less concerned 
about convey-

ing content than we are about getting 
students excited about learning. We also 
aim to model for students how to learn 
in museums, including visual thinking 
strategies, label reading and thinking 
creatively about objects they may not be 
able to touch.”

Programs last 90 minutes and are 
usually limited to 25 students; multiple 
programs can take place at one time. 

“Schools often will book two to three 
programs for one day and plan for a 
lunch break,” Mallory said.  

The property includes a pavilion with 
picnic tables for group lunches. n

Bennington Museum 
802-447-1571
benningtonmuseum.org

Spark curiosity at Bennington Museum
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Oktay Kaya/Massachusetts Office of Tourism 

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum
We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

19 1/2 Washington Square North 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

i

978.744.1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1  12/19

Open Year Round

Translated into  French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Japanese, 

Cantonese & Mandarin

Student groups visiting Massachu-
setts can explore the Commonwealth’s 
connection to whales on a trail that 
highlights the marine mammal. The 
trail connects nearly 40 museums, at-
tractions, whale-watching excursions, 
historic sites and tours. 

Sites include historic landmarks such 
as the Seaman’s Bethel and Mariners’ 
Home in New Bedford; whale-watching 
tours from Provincetown to Newbury-
port; museums like the Nantucket His-
torical Association Whaling Museum; 
and educational activities such as the 
SEA SPACE Marine Discovery Center 

in Provincetown. Beyond the coast, 
sites along the Melville Trail in Western 
Massachusetts are featured for their con-
nection to the famous author Herman 
Melville’s renowned novel, Moby-Dick. 

In addition to traditional attractions, 
visitors are encouraged to embrace the 
broader cultural influence of whales, like 
galleries with whale art, such as Focus 
Gallery in Chatham.

Itineraries have been developed to high-
light interactive experiences by theme. n

Massachusetts Whale Trail
whaletrailma.com

Make a splash on the 
Massachusetts Whale Trail 
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Experience one of the world’s most acclaimed 
orchestras in historic Symphony Hall!
Offering performances, educational workshops, and tours. Inquire 
about available dates at groupsales@bso.org today!

september 19–may 2
800-933-4255 · bso.org · groupsales@bso.org

Season Sponsors

 With 100 years of carousel art and 
history on display, The New England 
Carousel Museum in Bristol, Con-
necticut, shares the joy of the nostalgic 
amusement with student groups. The 
33,000-square-foot museum houses 
more than 100 antique wooden horses, 
a restoration department and an indoor 
Venetian carousel. 

“Educators and tour operators should 
include the New England Carousel 
Museum in their itineraries because it 
has something for everyone — carousel 
enthusiasts, history buffs, children, parents 
or those who are looking to learn about a 
piece of Americana that they have never 
thought of before,” said Hannah Einsiedel, 
reservation and membership coordinator 
at the museum. “We also offer curriculum-
focused, STEAM-based programming for 
educators who are looking to add a field 
trip to their lesson plans.” 

The museum can accommodate a 

Carousel museum 
combines nostalgic 
amusement with 
modern curriculum 

Connecticut Office of Tourism
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BEST Family Attraction
in New England

– Yankee Magazine

TOP 25 Aquarium in the U.S.
– TripAdvisor

BEST Family Travel Destination in CT
– Readers Digest

MaritimeAquarium.org 
10 North Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854 Exits 14n or 15s off I-95 in historic Norwalk CT

Reservation Code: GTM 1/2019

Easy on & off from I-95 in southwestern Connecticut.
Discounted group pricing includes a spectacular IMAX® movie.

A selection of excellent restaurants all an easy walk away. Convenient nearby bus parking.

Just saying ...

maximum of 100 students at one time. 
Most groups spend at least an hour at 
the museum, but educators should plan 
for up to three hours if they are includ-
ing an educational program. Tours and 
programs focus on topics like history, 
engineering and the art of carousels. 

“We hope that all students take away 
not only a newfound appreciation for 
the art and history of carousels that they 
find outside our walls, but an invigorat-

ed intellectual curiosity for the different 
facets of our nation’s history that are 
often overlooked,” Einsiedel said. 

A visit to the museum isn’t complete 
without a ride on the carousel, a part of 
the tour that’s always a favorite among 
students. 

“Students and adults alike also enjoy 
our 1930 Wurlitzer band organ and 
watching our restoration artists in ac-
tion,” Einsiedel said. 

While visiting the museum, students 
also can explore three other museums 
under the same roof: Museum of Fire 
History, Museum of Greek Culture and 
The Fine Art Galleries. Student pro-
gramming can overlap in those areas, if 
desired. n

New England Carousel Museum
860-585-5411
thecarouselmuseum.org
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FUN FACTS
Home to America’s most famous 

Civil War battlefield, Gettysburg is the 
perfect destination for a history lesson. 
Museums, tours and living historians 
take students on a journey through time.

“A majority of student groups come 
to Gettysburg because of our Civil War 
history and the three-day battle that took 
place here,” said Nicole Absher, group 
sales manager at Destination Gettysburg. 
“Students can immerse themselves in 
our history by engaging in interactive, 
hands-on programs, taking customized 
battlefield tours and even meeting living 
historians like President Abraham Lincoln. 
And our close proximity to Washington, 

D.C. (90 minutes) gives students the 
opportunity to see more of our American 
history without having to travel too far.” 

Although known for its history, 
Gettysburg also can enhance other 
curriculums, like STEM. 

“Students can learn about everything 
from water ecology and soil testing to 
animal habitats, endangered species, 
organic farming and so much more,” 
Absher said. “Gettysburg and Adams 
County welcome all student travel groups, 
regardless of the grade, curriculum or time 
of year, and we hope each group leaves 
feeling inspired by our great destination.” 

P e n n s y l v a n i a

5Stops

Gettysburg

• 160,000 men fought in the three-
day Battle of Gettysburg.

•  It took Abraham Lincoln two 
minutes to deliver the 272-word 
Gettysburg Address. 

•  The youngest Civil War soldier 
was 11 years old.

Destination Gettysburg
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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
 GO
Eisenhower National Historic Site
717-338-9114
nps.gov/eise

Gettysburg National Military Park 
 Museum & Visitor Center
717-334-1124
nps.gov/get

Seminary Ridge Museum
717-339-1353
seminaryridgemuseum.org

Shriver House Museum
717-337-2800
shriverhouse.org

Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve
717-642-5840
strawberryhill.org

ASK
Destination Gettysburg
717-338-3062
gettysburggrouptours.com

5 STOPS

Strawberry Hill
Nature Preserve

Just a short drive from downtown 
Gettysburg, Strawberry Hill Nature 
Preserve is the only nonprofit 
environmental education center in 
Adams County. The center is located 
on 609 acres in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and offers a variety of 
hands-on programs, all with concrete 
goals and objectives. Trained naturalists 
guide students through engaging hikes, 
stream studies, educational activities 
and discussions. Programs include 
Animal Ambassador, Watersheds and 
Wetlands, and Maple Sugaring. 

Shriver House Museum
Shriver House Museum details 

the civilian experience of the Battle of 
Gettysburg by telling the story of the 
Shriver family — George and Hettie 
Shriver, and their children, Sadie and 
Mollie. Students are led through the 
restored Shriver family home by a period 
docent. Each room is frozen in time and 
furnished to its 1860s appearance. The 
tour also includes the sharpshooters’ nest 
in the attic and the Shriver’s Saloon in the 
cellar. The experience adds a different 
perspective to the Battle of Gettysburg.

Gettysburg National 
Military Park Museum
& Visitor Center

Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum & Visitor Center is a great 
location to orient student groups to the 
American Civil War and the Battle of 
Gettysburg. The Visitor Center offers three 
experiences: A New Birth of Freedom 
orientation film, a 360-degree Cyclorama 
sight and sound show, and the entrance 
to the Gettysburg Museum of the 
American Civil War. Groups can meet their 
battlefield guide at the Visitor Center.

Seminary Ridge Museum
The historic seminary building stood 

at the center of the Battle of Gettysburg’s 
first day. Today, it’s an interactive, hands-
on museum that covers three topics — the 
first day of battle, care of the wounded, 
and faith and freedom. Seminary Ridge 
Museum’s on-site dining hall can 
accommodate two to three motorcoaches 
at a time. The museum offers engaging 
educational programs in history and 
STEM.

Eisenhower National
Historic Site

At the end of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s military career, he 
and his wife purchased a quaint 
Gettysburg farmhouse in 1950. Their 
retirement was disrupted in 1952 when 
Eisenhower decided to run for president. 
Throughout Eisenhower’s presidency, 
the Gettysburg farmhouse was used 
as a weekend retreat for the first family, 
as well as a meeting place for foreign 
dignitaries. Today, students can tour 
the only home the Eisenhowers ever 
owned to experience a different side of 
Gettysburg’s presidential history.

Destination Gettysburg
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LOUDOUN COUNTY
VIRGINIA

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
PHYS-ED

AGRICULTURE

HISTORY

Loudoun’s rich agricultural 
history is brought to life at 
Great Country Farms. 
For more than 20 years, 

the working farm has been serving 
students with experiences that teach 
concepts ranging from how produce is 
grown to the importance of pollinators 
like honeybees and the life cycle of 
the monarch butterfly. The farm has a 
special program about compost, where 
students can add their lunch scraps to 
the composting bins.

Summit Ropes offers 
educational programs for 
students that converge 
mind and body with any 

lesson plan to provide an alternate style 
of learning and improve retention. The 
company, which opened earlier this 
year, features the largest indoor ropes 
course in the U.S. Designed after Zion 
National Park, this facility is a unique 
place to teach lessons like teamwork, 
perseverance and problem solving 
outside the classroom. 

The Marshall House, 
the home of George and 
Katherine Marshall, is 
steeped in history from one 

of the world’s most pivotal time periods. 
The house’s objects and furnishings 
provide connections to history and to 
the man who both shaped the allied 
victory during World War II and rebuilt the 
countries of former enemies. Students 
can walk through the Marshalls’ private 
lives away from public calls of duty. 

Visit Loudoun
703-669-4434
visitloudoun.org/groups
 /student-groups

Cockwise from top: Summit Ropes/Visit Loudoun, Marshall House/Visit Loudoun, Andrew Sample, Great 
Country Farms/Visit Loudoun
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HERITAGE EXPERIENCES • PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES • OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
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Set on 2,000 acres in rural northern 
New York, Fort Ticonderoga is a major 
cultural destination, with student group 
offerings as plentiful as its historic 
footprint. 

The fort, formerly called Fort Caril-
lon, was built by the French during the 
French and Indian War. It held strategic 
importance during 18th-century con-
flicts between France and Great Britain. 
It also was a key location in the Revolu-
tionary War. 

“There are a lot of forts, but very few 
had this much conflict and bloodshed,” 
said Beth Hill, president and CEO of 
Fort Ticonderoga. 

The Fort Ticonderoga experience has 
many facets. There’s the restored fort, 
museum exhibits, demonstrations, living 
history, boat cruises on Lake Champlain, 
interpretive spaces and gardens — and 

to see and do it all, a multi-day visit is 
encouraged. 

Fort Ticonderoga is centrally lo-

cated between New York and Montreal, 
Canada, which makes it a great gateway 
into New England.  

Fort Ticonderoga highlights 
epic story in American history

Continued on page 40

Fort Ticonderoga/Carl Heilman
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“We’re not in a big city,” Hill said. 
“When groups come to us, they have to 
intentionally come to us and stay long 
enough to make it worthwhile. Our ex-
perience really fulfills the commitment to 
get here. We highlight one of our nation’s 
most epic stories in an inspiring way.”

Hill and her team pride themselves 
on curating programs for every audi-
ence. The programs outlined on Fort Ti-
conderoga’s website are just a sampling 

of what they can create for students. 
The program To Act as One United 

Body allows students to enlist in the 
Continental Army and take on the daily 
routines of soldiers garrisoning the fort. 
If educators want to take the experience 
a step further, their students can even 
overnight in the barracks. 

Older students can participate in the 
Gossip Tour of Fort Ticonderoga, which 
shares salacious stories and drama — 

drunken soldiers and unsolved crimes 
included. 

A favorite experience for visitors of 
any age are weapon demonstrations, 
especially during a special nighttime 
program like Ticonderoga Guns by 
Night. The program includes a tour 
and demonstration of 18th-century 
firepower after dark. 

“We really want students to leave 
with a deeper understanding of histori-
cal literacy and critical thinking, and the 
sacrifice of those who have gone before 
us,” Hill said. “We give them tools they 
will carry with them for the rest of their 
lives.” 

Each year, Fort Ticonderoga high-
lights a different historical theme, which 
helps create a focus for a big topic. For 
2020, the theme is “1774,” which will be 
reflected in different ways throughout 
the site.

“This allows our visitors to have a 
different experience every time they 
visit,” Hill said. n

Fort Ticonderoga
518-585-2821
fortticonderoga.org

Fort Ticonderoga

Continued from page 39



THE PERFECT NYC HOLIDAY CELEBRATION FOR GROUPS

• A performance for all ages, running 90 minutes 
   without intermission 

• Daytime shows during school hours and 
   educational study guide upon request 

• Special group ticket pricing and flexible payment 
   plans

• An unforgettable experience inside the iconic 
   Radio City Music Hall®

rockettes.com/gtm 

Group.Sales@msg.com

212-465-6080

©2019 MSG Sports & Entertainment, LLC. All rights reserved.

THE PERFECT CELEBRATION FOR SCHOOL GROUPS!
VISIT
EMAIL
CALL
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DISCO PARTY

Book NOW at Magill’s for a 
2-hour high energy, exclusive 

Disco Dance 
with DJ & Full Dinner

7201 Little River Turnpike
Annandale, VA 22003

www.magillsdc.com

703 750-3344

Enjoy A

while visiting
Washington DC

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Convenient to Washington, DC
Baltimore & Annapolis, MD

OPENING JANUARY 10,  2020

Visit TobysDinnerTheatre.com 
for our entire 2020 season!

Contact Mike Sensenig to make a group reservation 
msensenig@iconattractions.com or (301) 857-0147

SPECIAL STUDENT TRAVEL PRICING! 
As low as $10 per student, plus – for every 10 

students, 1 adult rides FREE!

TAKE A SPIN ON

THE CAPITAL WHEEL!

W    W!

TheCapitalWheel.com  15 minutes from downtown Washington DC

Just a few blocks from Washington, 
D.C.’s museum-laden National Mall, 
ARTECHOUSE offers a new experience 
that stretches far beyond the traditional. 

The innovative art space opened two 
years ago and showcases some of the 
world’s best experiential and immer-
sive digital art exhibitions. The goal of 
ARTECHOUSE is to bridge the gap 
between art, technology and science.

“A student visit to ARTECHOUSE 
is sure to be a one-of-a-kind experience 
deep rooted in STEAM education,” said 
Josh Feldman, senior manager of group 
sales, tourism and meetings. “Not only 
do the exhibitions change throughout 
the year, offering a new fresh experience 
every season and every year, but they 
offer experiences that aim to inspire and 
educate students in the limitless pos-
sibilities of the arts as they intersect with 
technology.”

Upon arrival, groups receive an 
introduction to the exhibit and ARTE-
CHOUSE itself. Team members are 
present during the introduction and 
throughout the exhibition to assist and 
answer students’ questions. The ARTE-
CHOUSE experience is self-guided.

ARTECHOUSE staff can work with 
educators to customize the experience 

ARTECHOUSE immerses students 
in experiential art forms

ARTECHOUSE
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ONE DESTINATION
COUNTLESS ADVENTURES

Just minutes away from the Nation’s Capital, Fairfax County is 
perfectly positioned for you to experience both the monuments 

and memorials, and the living history and educational 
experiences of Virginia. With activities for every interest and 

hotels for every budget, we’re tailor-made for your student group.

Let us help you plan the perfect trip.
Go to FXVA.com or call 703-752-7513

with options like exhibition information 
sheets for lesson planning, scavenger 
hunt questionnaires and guided tours 
through the exhibit (for smaller groups).  

“While visiting us, we hope your 
class of students will learn about and 
understand how technology can be used 
to create art,” Feldman said. “We want to 

open your eyes to the endless possibili-
ties of the arts and technology. Addi-
tionally, we aim to educate students on 
the digital arts as a whole. We believe we 
have a responsibility of educating future 
generations on this new art medium.”

ARTECHOUSE can typically ac-
commodate 50–75 students at one time. 

Most experiences last between one and 
two hours. 

 “Group leaders can request to sign 
up for a groups newsletter at groups@
artechouse.com, which goes out 
monthly and includes insider informa-
tion on future exhibitions and group 
info,” Feldman said 

The current exhibit, “Infinite Space” 
runs through Sept. 2. This fall’s exhibit 
(Sept. 13–Nov. 17) will allow visitors 
to choreograph their experiences. The 
seasonal holiday exhibition will be on 
display Nov. 21, 2019–Jan. 5, 2020. Early 
next year (Jan. 16–March 8) ARTE-
CHOUSE will feature an immersive 
audio-visual exhibition composing 
light and imagery together. The Annual 
Cherry Blossom Spring Show will run 
March 19–May 31, 2020.  

Other ARTECHOUSE locations 
include Miami and New York City. n

ARTECHOUSE
dc.artechouse.com

ARTECHOUSE
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REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR CURRICULUM WITH DISCOUNTED, GUIDED TOURS

Book your school or youth group trip today: call 1-800-228-8878, email groupsales@cwf.org, visit colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

Get out of the classroom and into history with a customized field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. History lives here and your students will never forget it. 

Roam through 18th-century America. Meet the patriots and be inspired by the moments of our independence.

 When students visit Dutch Apple 
Dinner Theatre in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, they’re treated to Broadway-style 
productions, award-winning food and 
exceptional service. Now in its 33rd year, 
the theater is no stranger to hospitality 
or student groups, for that matter. 

 “For many students, this is the first 
time they have ever been to a dinner 
theater, and for some, it is the first time 
they have been to a live production at 
all,” said Allison Hutchison, director of 
advertising and public relations at the 
theater. “We hope they take away an ap-
preciation for live theater and a memo-
rable experience.”

The theater is an ideal itinerary stop 
with close proximity to major cities like 
Hershey; Harrisburg; Gettysburg; Phila-
delphia; Baltimore; Washington, D.C.; 
and New York City.

At Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre, the 
show and meal take place in the same 
room. The intimate theater features 
tiered seating, so every seat provides a 
great vantage point. The 2020 theater 
season includes Grumpy Old Men, 
Something Rotten, The Little Mermaid 
and Elf, among others.   

Student ticket prices include a Broad-
way-style show; a classic American-cui-
sine buffet meal including a hot buffet, 
full salad bar and dessert buffet; gratu-
ity; and a Q&A-session upon request. A 
study guide can be made available prior 
to each show, focusing on topics like 

performing arts, the theme of the show 
and workbook activities.

“We also offer Broadway Bound 
workshops, available for purchase for 
your group in addition to the din-
ner and show,” Hutchison said. “These 
workshops promote the fundamentals of 
musical theater in a professional theater 
environment.” 

The workshops take place for one 
hour, prior to the meal, and include a 
private instructional session with a the-
ater professional. Topics include Musical 
Theatre 101; So You Think You Can 
Dance?; The Audition Process; and Sets, 
Props, Costumes & Makeup.

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre is open 
year-round and can seat 328 guests. n 

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900
dutchapple.com

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre offers 
more than dinner and show

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre



REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR CURRICULUM WITH DISCOUNTED, GUIDED TOURS

Book your school or youth group trip today: call 1-800-228-8878, email groupsales@cwf.org, visit colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

Get out of the classroom and into history with a customized field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. History lives here and your students will never forget it. 

Roam through 18th-century America. Meet the patriots and be inspired by the moments of our independence.
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A scene from Porgy and Bess
PHOTO: TRISTRAM KENTON / ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA

The Met’s 2019–20 season features 25 spectacular 

operas that are perfect for students, including a new 

production of the Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess and 

returning favorites La Bohème, Madama Butterfl y, and 

The Magic Flute. Great rates are available for student 

groups—up to 25% off standard pricing.

metopera.org   212.501.3410   groupsales@metopera.org
Peter Gelb
GENERAL MANAGER

Yannick Nézet-Séguin
JEANETTE LERMAN-NEUBAUER MUSIC DIRECTOR

EXPERIENCE
THE MET

StudentGroupsTour_Fall2019_FullPageAd.indd   1 6/14/19   4:22 PM

NAUTICUS
Featuring the 

Battleship Wisconsin
Explore the nautical, naval & natural wonders 
of our waters. To book your group, call 
(757) 664-1034 and refer to code SGT.
nauticus.org| (757) 664-1000

Bring Your Student Group Aboard.

DON’T JUST STEP  
INTO THE PAST

MARCH THERE

Plan your trip to Virginia now at
HISTORYISFUN.ORG

Over the last 30-plus years, Shake-
speare Theatre Company (STC) has 
hosted more than 150 productions in 
its two theaters: the Lansburgh Theatre 
and Sidney Harman Hall. Both venues 
are located in Washington, D.C.’s Penn 

Quarter neighborhood. 
“STC is top-notch theater— not just 

D.C. theater, but theater in general,” said 
Ashley Buster, school programs man-
ager at Shakespeare Theatre Company. 
“It’s one of the top regional theaters in 

the country and holds a Tony Award to 
credit that.” 

Shakespeare Theatre Company 
focuses on works with profound themes, 
complex characters and heightened lan-
guage written by Shakespeare himself, 
his contemporaries and those he influ-
enced. For student groups, the theater 
experience can include a student mati-
nee, cast talkback, workshop or tour.

“I want students to leave here having 
gained a new understanding and a re-
spect for Shakespeare and other classical 
works,” Buster said. “Even if it doesn’t 
become their ‘new favorite,’ at the very 
least, I love watching students realize the 
themes and characters in these classics 
plays are timeless. They can draw paral-
lels to what they are experiencing in life 
and seeing in the world.”

For workshops and tours, approxi-
mately 10–30 students can be accom-
modated at one time. Larger groups are 
broken into smaller groups, with tours 
and workshops running simultaneously. 
For matinee shows, the theater can host 
groups up to 300. 

Upcoming student matinees include: 
Everybody, Peter Pan, The Amen Corner, 
Timon of Athens, Romantic Anonymous 
and Much Ado about Nothing. n

 
Shakespeare Theatre Company
202-547-5688
shakespearetheatre.org

Shakespeare Theatre Company 
brings classic works to life
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Call Today! 301-791-3246  /  VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM

Arts.
Culture.
History.

HAGERSTOWN

HAS IT!

MD Theatre and Performing Arts Complex • Museum of Fine Arts • Hagerstown Cultural Trail

Hands-on educational programs at the Catoctin Wildlife 
Preserve and Zoo, savor historic group dining in charming 
Downtown Frederick and follow in history’s footsteps at the 
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.

VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929

601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

One of the Top Ten 
Science Centers in the U.S. 

 – Parent’s Magazine

Maryland Science Center

Three floors of hands-on exhibits, 

live science, digital planetarium 

and IMAX films all under one roof.

When students take a private tour 
of Carnegie Hall in New York City, they 
hear the stories surrounding the land-
mark concert venue and discover what 
makes it a national treasure.

“One of the reactions we frequently 
hear from school groups seeing Carn-
egie Hall for the first time starts with 

a, ‘Wow!’” said Emily Walsh, public 
relations coordinator for Carnegie Hall. 
“Stepping out from the elevator into 
the Dress Circle is almost like a time 
machine to a very similar view of what 
you might have seen when the hall first 
opened in 1891.”

Carnegie Hall has since set interna-

tional standards for musical excellence 
as the aspirational destination for the 
world’s finest artists. From Judy Garland 
to The Beatles, an honor roll of legends 
representing every genre has filled the 
venue throughout the years.

“Most people are not expecting to see 
such a large auditorium space with open 

Uncover the musical legends of Carnegie Hall
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BOOK 
 

YOUR GROUP 

EXPERIENCE
 

TODAY!

YOUR CIVICS EDUCATION DESTINATION

Independence Mall  ê  Philadelphia, PA

  

sightlines,” Walsh said. “The simplicity of 
the cream-colored walls and gold-leaf gild-
ing gives it a timeless quality of elegance 
and a sense of the hall’s deep history.”

During a 60- to 75-minute tour, stu-
dents see the famous Stern Auditorium/
Perelman Stage from various points of 
view, walk through Composers Alley, 
hear the stories behind many of the fa-
mous signed photographs of performers 
hanging on the walls and visit the Rose 
Museum, where more than 400 Carn-
egie Hall artifacts are on display.

“Our friendly and knowledgeable 
tour guides share more than 125 years 
of Carnegie Hall history while walking 
students through the landmark build-
ing,” Walsh said. 

When possible, tours are given 
Monday through Saturday. Requests for 
specific dates and times may be submit-
ted up to four months in advance. 

The building can accommodate up to 
120 students at one time. Groups larger 
than 120 should be divided with arrivals 

staggered by 45 to 60 minutes. Once a 
group is admitted into the main lobby, 
students are split into smaller subgroups 
of 20; each is appointed with a guide. 

Unfortunately, there are no student 
performance options available while 
taking a tour. However, groups wishing 

to see a professional performance re-
ceive exclusive benefits when they bring 
10 or more students. n

Carnegie Hall
212-903-9705
carnegiehall.org

Bill Couch
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FUN FACTS
Branson is a one-of-a-kind 

destination nestled in the lakeside 
beauty of the Ozark Mountains. 
With tons of options for educational 
fun, outdoor adventure and live 
entertainment, Branson offers something 
for every student group. 

Dozens of live performance theaters, 
three pristine lakes, an international 
award-winning theme park, museums, a 
historic downtown district, and shopping 
galore are just the start of what makes 
Branson one of the top student-friendly 
destinations in the United States. 

Running entirely through the Ozarks, 
Branson’s 76 Country Boulevard 

is its most famous road, lined with 
entertainment theaters, bright lights and 
heart-pumping attractions.

“It’s our pleasure to welcome 
you to Branson,” said Jeff Seifried, 
president/CEO of Explore Branson. 
“We’re honored and excited that you 
have chosen to learn more about all of 
the exciting activities and attractions 
awaiting your student groups in 2019 
and beyond. We believe you’ll be 
surprised by what you find. From our 
famous live entertainment to our world-
class theme park to the natural beauty 
of the Ozarks, we believe you’ll find 
Branson to be an ideal destination.”

M i s s o u r i

5Stops

B r a n s o n

• Branson was named after Rueben 
Branson, a local general store owner.

• Table Rock Lake has more than 
750 miles of shoreline.

• In Branson, there are over 50 
theaters and more than 60,000 
theater seats.

Explore Branson



51Aug • Sep • Oct • Nov

Branson, Missouri
GO
Fritz’s Adventure
417-320-6138
fritzsadventure.com

The Haygoods
417-339-4663
thehaygoods.com

Shepherd of the Hills Adventure Park
417-334-4191
theshepherdofthehills.com 

Showboat Branson Belle
800-775-2628
showboatbransonbelle.com 

Silver Dollar City
800-831-4386
silverdollarcity.com 
ASK
Explore Branson
417-334-4084
explorebranson.com 

5 STOPS

Shepherd of the Hills 
Adventure Park

The Ozark mountains lend the 
perfect backdrop for a day full of 
adventure and fun at Shepherd of the 
Hills Adventure Park. Recently named 
the best aerial and adventure park 
in the United States by USA Today, 
this new park provides experience for 
leisure seekers, adrenaline junkies and 
anyone in between. The park includes a 
multilevel ropes course, a scenic canopy 
zip line tour, a blazing-fast vigilante 
ziprider and off-road ATV adventures. 
Spend an afternoon or day there, and 
it’ll soon be a favorite class tradition.

Showboat Branson Belle
The 700-passenger Showboat 

Branson Belle is a historically inspired 
paddle-wheeler, cruising scenic 
Table Rock Lake from March through 
December. The showboat journeys on 
a nearly three-hour trip with a chef-
inspired, three-course meal and variety 
show. The show features award-winning 
entertainment with singing, dancing, 
comedy and magic along with a live 
band. Each cruise on the showboat also 
presents a one-of-a-kind experience with 
three navigable decks and 360-degree 
lake views on the top deck.

Silver Dollar City 
Voted as one of the top five theme 

parks in the country by USA Today, 
Silver Dollar City features over 40 rides 
and attractions. Students step back in 
time to the Ozarks of the 1880s at this 
internationally awarded theme park. 
Activities include exploring Marvel Cave, 
visiting with and learning from over 100 
demonstrating craftsmen, catching a 
show or chowing down on the park’s 
famous barbecue. Educationally focused 
visits are available with curriculum 
guides in subjects like communications, 
arts, math, science and social studies.

Fritz’s Adventure
Fritz’s Adventure is a dynamic 

attraction that brings the excitement and 
challenges of outdoor adventure into a 
multidimensional indoor environment. 
Experience 80,000 square feet of 
hands-on climbing, tunneling, sliding 
and zip lining thrills. Fritz’s Adventure 
features daunting utility poles to climb, 
bridges suspended stories above, 
towering rock-climbing walls and giant 
boulders, three impressive warped walls, 
a massive ropes course, urban brick 
buildings for scaling, a life-size water 
tower, slides and tunnels to burrow in. 

The Haygoods
Celebrating 27 years of legendary 

entertainment, The Haygoods bring the 
house down night after night in Branson. 
The Haygood family recipe for success 
is raw talent showcased on over 20 
different instruments, six melodic sibling 
voices and the group’s effervescent 
energy combined with a passion for 
putting on a top-notch show, every time. 
This award-winning group consists of 
five spirited brothers and one vivacious 
sister; Timothy, Patrick, Dominic, 
Michael, Matthew and Catherine have 
performed for over 6 million people 
during their careers.

Explore Branson
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See for yourself why Branson, MO should be
your next student performance destination. 

Learn more about Branson’s
14th Annual Music Director FAM Tour  |  July 14-17, 2020  

Contact Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP at lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com.

4 1 7 - 2 4 3 - 2 1 0 5

OUR STAGE IS PERFECT 
FOR GROUPS TO PLAY

Orlando
Florida

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
BOTANY

PERFORMING ARTS

HISTORY

Home to a wide variety 
of theater programming, 
including nationally touring 
shows, the Dr. Phillips 

Center for the Performing Arts is 
committed to arts education for every 
age group. The center focuses on 
community outreach, and believes every 
student should have the opportunity to 
explore and learn about the arts. From 
music and musical theater to acting 
and dance, there are a wide variety of 
classes, summer camps and school 
programs open to students.

Students can discover 
the natural beauty of “Old 
Florida” at Harry P. Leu 
Gardens. Enjoy a stroll 

through the 50 acres of lush gardens, 
including the largest camellia collection 
in the South and a formal rose garden. 
Students enjoy the living classroom that 
stimulates young minds to consider 
the amazing world of plants, and their 
interactions with insects and animals.

Orange County Regional 
History Center, located 
in a restored 1927 
courthouse in downtown 

Orlando, brings 12,000 years of Florida 
history to life throughout four floors of 
rotating exhibits, including an original 
courtroom. Students can start on the top 
floor and work their way down as exhibits 
trace the city’s origins from prehistoric 
times to present day. Visitors can even 
see the original manuscript of Jack 
Kerouac’s The Dharma Bums. The center 
offers guided and self-guided tours, 
well-crafted experiences, field trip lesson 
plan downloads and a STEM-oriented 
Adventures in History summer camp.

Visit Orlando
407-363-5872 
visitorlando.com

Visit Orlando



See for yourself why Branson, MO should be
your next student performance destination. 

Learn more about Branson’s
14th Annual Music Director FAM Tour  |  July 14-17, 2020  

Contact Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP at lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com.
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OUR STAGE IS PERFECT 
FOR GROUPS TO PLAY
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The educational tour developed by International Expeditions includes the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, Selma-To-Montgomery March and King’s letter from the Birmingham Jail. The tour 
may be purely Alabama but the students come from great distances to be a part of this unique 
Civil Rights and Nature Tour. The Alabama Tourism Department is proud to have this and 
other tours teaching the world about our history.
 
“Our tour takes participants on a journey through living history in Birmingham, Greensboro, 

Marion, Selma and Montgomery and teaches one of the most important lessons 
of the 20th century.”

 
Steve Cox
International Expeditions
Helena, Alabama

Rosemary Judkins • 334.242.4493 • Alabama Tourism Department

SELMA

An affiliate of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, the Frazier History Museum in 
downtown Louisville, Kentucky, docu-
ments and reinterprets history through 
exhibits, artifacts and live daily interpre-
tations by staff and teaching artists.

“Educational programming lives at 
the center of the Frazier’s mission to 
‘ignite the human spirit with thought-
fully crafted stories to spark curiosity 
about who we are and our connection 
to the future,’” said Rachel Platt, director 
of community engagement. “Intention-
ally designed to align with state stan-
dards, the Frazier Museum’s educational 
programming provides active, hands-on 
learning for students of all grade levels.

“Whether handling reproduction 
artifacts in our museum classroom, 
utilizing custom-designed gallery inves-
tigation guides in the museum galleries, 
or chatting with an actor after a live per-
formance, students are activity engaged 

throughout their visit,” she said. 
In “The Lewis and Clark Experience” 

exhibit, students are immersed in an 
educational adventure that puts them 
face-to-face with some of the challenges 
encountered by the Corps of Discovery. 

The Stewart Historic Miniatures Col-
lection is a popular stop in the museum. 
The collection was made possible by a 
generous donation from Charles Stew-
art, whose love of toy soldiers began as a 
boy and continues today with a collec-

tion of over 30,000 world-class figures 
representing 180 historic makers.

“Students are just enthralled with 
the Frazier’s Stewart Historic Minia-
tures Collection — one of the largest 
collections of historic miniatures on 
permanent public display in the world 
— as well as ‘The Lewis and Clark 
Experience’ exhibit,” Platt said. “The 
Frazier Museum offers programs aligned 
to the founding of America, frontier 
Kentucky, Kentucky connections to the 
Whiskey Rebellion, local connections 
to the underground railroad, Kentucky 
connections to the American Civil War, 
the works of Edgar Allan Poe performed 
live, Louisville history and geography, 
women’s suffrage, and the rich and sto-
ried history of Kentucky agriculture.” n 

Frazier History Museum
502-753-5664
fraziermuseum.org

Frazier History Museum offers hands-on learning

Frazier History Museum



GREATER BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

Come to the place
WHERE DREAMS ARE BUILT.

BY THEM.

inbirmingham.com/SGT1   |   800 - 458 - 8085

With a thousand motorcycles on display, and activities such as Build-a-Bike and Diagnose-a-Bike, the Barber Vintage 

Motorsports Museum makes for more than a field trip. It’s a hands-on, high-horsepower learning experience that they’ll 

talk about for years to come. Bring your student groups to the place where their dreams can be fueled. Right here at

The Dinner Table of the South. 
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  Discount group tour rates

  Custom group tours

  Package tours also available

Book Your Group 
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com 

502.588.7227 

Watch wood chips fly as we create 
bats for baseball’s best, enjoy 

engaging exhibits and take home 
free mini-bats! We can customize 
your tour based on your interests 

and are proud to partner with other 
local favorites to offer dining and 

attraction packages.

We Cover All the Bases

Team Up and Save 

Carolyn Joyce | (800) 637-1477
carolyn@tourfortsmith.com

Star  of  the Wes tern Frontier

g est. 1817

Relive a history that inspired the

iconic tale of True Grit. Explore the 

Ozarks by Train. Discover world-

renowned public art and much 

more in Fort Smith, Arkansas!

tourfortsm ith.com

Tucked away in Archdale, North 
Carolina, Kersey Valley Zipline is an 
adrenaline junkie’s dream.

“The zipline tour at Kersey Val-
ley is an awesome memory-maker for 
groups as it is a great bonding experi-
ence to overcome one’s fear,” said Tony 
Wohlgemuth, president of Kersey Valley 
Zipline. “It is very common to not hear 

much talking on the first sky tower as 
the groups are taking it all in and won-
dering if they should come down. Then, 
once they get over their fear, screams 
and laughter can be heard and the guests  
who were scared are wanting to go first 

on the next sky tower.”
Zip line tours range from one to two 

hours, with 200 feet to over 800 feet in 
course length. Each tour is aviation-
themed and begins with “Flight School,” 
covering the zip lining basics with a 

Adventure awaits at Kersey Valley Zipline

Kersey Valley Zipline
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CHARLESTON’S TOP 
STUDENT ATTRACTION

PatriotsPoint.org/Groups         (843) 971-5051  |  groupsales@PatriotsPoint.org

CHARLESTON’S TOP 
STUDENT ATTRACTION

Grou
p Discounts Available

pre-flight briefing video and how-to in-
formation. All participants wear gloves, a 
helmet and a full-body harness with cara-
biner attached to a pulley that’s placed on 
a cable strung between the platforms.

The First Class Tour includes 14 zip 
lines and 10 sky towers with a total of 17 
sky decks that represent airport city codes.

Aside from zip lining adventures, 
students can take on the high ropes 
challenge course, escape games, axe 
throwing and outdoor laser tag. And 
in the autumn months, students can 
explore the Maize Adventure (a corn 
maze) and Spooky Woods, the larg-
est and scariest haunted house in all of 
North Carolina.

The high ropes course consists of 
three levels and a 34-foot-high rock 
climbing tower and is designed for begin-
ners up to those who are more advanced.

“Kersey Valley is known for creating 
fun, out-of-the-box attractions and they 
all make for popular outings — our lat-
est is indoor and outdoor axe throwing 

competitions,” Wohlgemuth said. “The 
goal from all of our guides and staff is 
for everyone to make memories that last 
a lifetime, and to be planning to return 
to try another adventure from our list of 
fun activities. The takeaway is the stories 

of the fun times they will be sharing for 
many years to come.” n

Kersey Valley Zipline
336-431-1700
kerseyvalleyzipline.comKersey Valley Zipline

Kersey Valley Zipline
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FUN FACTS
Whether a group is planning a 

performance-based trip or an educational 
venture, Arlington, Texas, boasts major 
attractions such as Six Flags Over Texas, 
where students have their choice of more 
than 100 rides, as well as 13 world-
class roller coasters including Harley 
Quinn Spinsanity and Batman The Ride. 
Seasonal visitors can ride the waves at 
Six Flags Hurricane Harbor with its heart-
pounding slides, rides, massive wave 
pool and relaxing lazy river.

“With loads of attractions for all ages, 
Arlington is a ‘world of wonderful’ for 
a middle or high school student tour,” 

said Decima Mullen, senior director of 
marketing and public relations. “So, 
bring the whole class; we cater to 
groups of all sizes. From theme parks 
to sports to shopping, Arlington offers 
memorable experiences for a variety of 
interests and age groups.”

When it comes to arts and culture, 
Arlington combines education, history 
and activities at many of its museums, 
like the Arlington Museum of Art and 
The Gallery at UT Arlington. Best of all? 
Arlington is centrally located between 
Dallas and Fort Worth with convenient 
access to nearby cities.

T e x a s

5Stops

Ar l ington
• The Texas SkyScreamer at Six 
Flags Over Texas is the world’s 
tallest swing carousel ride.

• Arlington was named after 
confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee’s 
hometown in Virginia.

• The entire Statue of Liberty could 
fit inside AT&T Stadium with 15 feet 
to spare.

Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Arlington, Texas

GO
AT&T Stadium
817-892-8687
attstadium.com/tours

International Bowling Museum 
 & Hall of Fame
817-385-8230
bowlingmuseum.com

The Parks Mall at Arlington
817-467-0200
theparksmallarlington.com

Texas Live!
817-852-6688
texas-live.com

UTA Planetarium
817-272-1183
uta.edu/planetarium

ASK
Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-342-4305
arlington.org

5 STOPS

International Bowling 
Museum & Hall of Fame

Arlington has much to offer when 
it comes to arts and culture. From the 
visual and performing arts to museums, 
art trails and historical sites, Arlington 
is a culture-seeker’s paradise. There is 
even an International Bowling Museum & 
Hall of Fame, dedicated to the history of 
everyone’s favorite eight-pin sport. The 
museum offers self-guided tours and 
outreach programs specifically designed 
for STEM-based schools, as well as pre-
visit classroom activities.

Texas Live!
Texas Live! is a 250,000-square-

foot multiplex with restaurants and 
entertainment venues galore. The complex 
features Guy Fieri’s Taco Joint restaurant; 
Troy’s, a new restaurant from legendary 
Dallas Cowboy Troy Aikman; and Pudge’s 
Pizza, a restaurant from hall of famer and 
Texas Rangers catcher Pudge Rodriguez. 
The Live! Arena is a 35,000-square-foot 
space where students gather when they 
first walk into the building. No ticket to the 
game? No problem! Students can watch it 
on the 100-foot TV.

AT&T Stadium
Arlington is the home of the Dallas 

Cowboys’ monumental AT&T Stadium, 
where students can take a behind-the-
scenes tour to learn about all of the 
ins and outs of one of the most iconic 
athletic stadiums in the United States. 
For baseball fans, Arlington also is the 
stomping grounds of the Texas Rangers at 
Globe Life Park and the team’s new home 
at Globe Life Field, scheduled to open in 
March 2020. Tours showcase the batting 
cages, press box, luxury suite and dugout. 

The Parks Mall at Arlington
When students are ready for some free 

time, they can head to The Parks Mall at 
Arlington to meander through its multitude 
of shops, restaurants and entertainment 
venues. Indulge in more than 170 
specialty stores and allow enough time 
for students to enjoy a film at the on-site 
AMC Theatres. Don’t forget to check out 
the mall’s NHL-sized ice-skating rink. If 
the group would rather shop in the heart 
of Arlington, look no further than Lincoln 
Square.

UTA Planetarium
Students can explore the universe 

at the University of Texas at Arlington 
(UTA) Planetarium. The 60-foot diameter 
dome and state-of-the-art Digistar 5 DLP 
Projection System gives the audience an 
ultimate viewing experience of the stars, 
planets and galaxies. Students also can 
watch one of the planetarium’s animated 
shows, where they will be transported 
at lightspeed to a variety of amazing 
worlds. Go on a wild safari, take a trip 
through the human body or explore the 
complexities of black holes all from the 
comfort of cozy, reclining seats.

Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
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salt lake city
UTAH

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
NATURAL HISTORY

ASTROLOGY

BIOLOGY

A standard student 
group visit to Clark 
Planetarium lasts two 
to three hours. Trips can 

include exploration time in the exhibits, 
a presentation in the Hansen Dome 
Theatre, a film in the Northrop Grumman 
IMAX Theatre, a live presentation around 
the Science on a Sphere display and 
time in the gift shop. The planetarium 
offers additional resources and lesson 
plans for educators to use in their 
classrooms before or after a visit.

Illuminating the natural 
world and the place of 
humans within it, Natural 
History Museum of Utah 

at the Rio Tinto Center is a dynamic 
institution with a variety of exhibitions 
to explore. The “Nature All Around 
Us” special exhibition will run from 
Oct. 19, 2019, through May 25, 2020, 
and explore how students’ daily lives 
are entwined with nature. Field trip 
requests for the 2019–20 school year 
are now open.

Tours and programs at 
Tracy Aviary provide 
up-close experiences with 
birds and nature, and 

typically last 45 to 60 minutes. Tours 
can be built to address the needs of 
any group or class, from native birding 
to neotropical migration stories. Allow 
the guides to select an array of their 
favorite birds to meet with the group. 
Simultaneous and consecutive tours and 
programs are available for larger groups.

Visit Salt Lake
801-534-4900
visitsaltlake.com

Clockwise from top: Natural History Museum of Utah, iStock, Visit Salt Lake/Austen Diamond 
Photography, Creative Commons
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(530) 225-4010 | Jennifer@VisitRedding.com
VisitRedding.com/GroupsAndMeetings

Experience 
Upstate California

The Stockyards Ag Experience in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, commu-
nicates the story of agriculture in the 
economy and in society, and showcases 
its impact on the region. The site helps 
students envision a world where every-
one recognizes and celebrates the past, 
present and future of agriculture.

“We are a great place to stop when 
visiting our city’s namesake,” said Abby 
Bischoff, executive director. “The Stock-
yards Ag Experience is a place where 
people can connect to agriculture, which 
is the No. 1 industry in South Dakota. 
We offer different education options at 
the museum for middle and high school 
students. We’ve got a scavenger hunt 
that helps students find and identify 
interesting facts about the stockyards’ 
history and modern farming.”

The on-site museum offers two ex-
hibits — one tells the 92-year history of 
the Sioux Falls Stockyards and its critical 
role in making Sioux Falls the vibrant 
city it is today. The exhibit takes students 
through the stockyards’ opening in 1917 
to its closure in 2009. Vibrant histori-
cal images and high-tech interactive 
displays bring history to life. 

The hands-on “Farm to Table” 
exhibit helps students learn more about 
where their food comes from. With 
dynamic interaction and informative 
display panels, students learn about food 
production while honoring farming and 
farm families. 

“We are fortunate to provide small 
tours through the space, or we can let 
folks do things self-guided,” Bischoff 
said. “Our flexibility makes for a great 

stop for different types of groups. We 
hope that folks who visit learn some-
thing new about agriculture, whether 
that’s the 1970s’ price of a hamburger at 
the Stockyards Cafe or that milk comes 
from cows — not just from the grocery 
store. We hope visitors learn something 
and appreciate what agriculture does for 
the world.”

Next year, Stockyards Ag Experience 
plans to open an outdoor plaza. The 
3.7-acre development will incorporate 
history, education and recreation. The 
design concept will walk students from 
“Pasture to Plate” using original Stock-
yards remnants. n

Stockyards Ag Experience
605-332-1917
stockyardsagexperience.org

Stockyards Ag Experience demonstrates 
agriculture’s impact
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Covered wagons carried pioneers 
and their belongings westward at an 
average of 10 miles per day. Since the 
wagons were crowded with belongings 
and food, everyone who could walk had 
to. At this speed, how many days would 
it take a class to walk from Harold Warp 
Pioneer Village in Minden, Nebraska, 
back to their school? 

Such questions build critical think-
ing at Pioneer Village, where exhibits 
are arranged in chronological order 
to vividly portray how America grew 
from the open hearth and grease lamp 
to supersonic speed and cell phones. 
Often described as the “Smithsonian of 
the Plains,” the village is located a short 
15-minute drive south of Interstate I-80.

“Visitors from around the world 
use words like ‘fantastic,’ ‘a wonder-
ful American treasure,’ ‘amazing’ and 
‘remarkable’ to describe the 50,000 items 
in 28 buildings,” said Marshall Nelson, 
the village’s general manager.

Students marvel at items like a steam 

carousel and the world’s oldest Buick. 
They find wagons, buggies, saddles, 
guns, trains, 350 antique automobiles, 
100 tractors, 20 aircraft, Rogers’ statuary 
and historic buildings. There are seven 
generations of kitchens, living rooms 
and bedrooms from 1830 to 1980. 

Nelson said the groups that visit 
are most surprised by the diversity of 
its collection. The village gives visitors 
the chance to experience the develop-
ment of current technologies through 
the original technologies developed by 
forefathers. 

“The collections encompass virtually 
every field of human endeavor,” Nelson 
said. “The museum is full of the actual 
items used by our parents, grandpar-
ents and great grandparents, as well as 
ourselves. 

“When you experience the things 
from your past that were meaningful 
to you, you take away a sense of family, 
belonging and heritage, and the recogni-
tion of how our forefathers were able to 

survive and develop from the merger life 
of the 1800s to the world in which we 
now live,” he said.

Pioneer Village has served the 
student travel market for more than 65 
years. There is front-door loading and 
unloading, easy motorcoach park-
ing and the opportunity for a step-on 
welcome.

Nelson noted there are areas to sit 
down and rest, and shade trees. Dur-
ing the summer months, a snack bar is 
available for students to order drinks 
and old-fashioned burgers, chili cheese 
dogs and root beer floats.

“It is an extremely relaxed atmo-
sphere — never crowded,” Nelson said. 
“Our guests can pick the areas they are 
most interested in and pass on the build-
ings they are less interested in, and still 
truly enjoy themselves.” n

Pioneer Village
308-832-1181
pioneervillage.org

Pioneer Village

Learn about America’s development 
at Pioneer Village 
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10% discount for Groups 10+ on select shows • Reduced service fees • Priority seating

Early Bird pricing available until April 30, 2019
Contact Lucy Dean, Group Sales Manager

214-413-3924 • LDean@DallasSummerMusicals.org • DallasSummerMusicals.org

RENT contains mature content. Group minimums vary by show.
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JIMMY BUFFETT’S

Set Your Mind on Island Time.

GROUPS OF 10+ CAN SECURE SEATS NOW!
Announcing the 19/20 Season

Located 13 miles west of Custer, Jew-
el Cave National Monument contains 
fragile formations and brilliant color. Its 
maze of passages lure students seeking 
adventure in South Dakota, although its 
scientific wealth remains a mystery. 

“Jewel Cave is currently mapped at 
over 200 miles in length, making it the 
third longest cave in the world,” said 
Bradley Block, chief of interpretation at 
Jewel Cave National Monument. “Yet, by 
measuring the amount of air flow com-
ing into and out of the cave, we suspect 
that the mapped and surveyed sections 
of the cave only account for 3% of the 
cave’s total volume. Mapping this large 
resource will likely include multiple 
generations of volunteer cavers.

“Jewel Cave is one of the last fron-
tiers in the world, and we hope our 
visitors appreciate the idea that this 

beautiful underground resource is be-
ing preserved and protected for future 
generations,” he said.

An assortment of on-site field trip 
opportunities are available to interested 
school groups, ranging from half-day, 
ranger-guided tours to all-day, educa-
tional experiences. 

The 20-minute Discovery Talk is a 
brief introduction to Jewel Cave’s natural 
and cultural histories, and participants 
view one large room of the cave.

The Scenic Tour is the most popular 
tour at Jewel Cave, which provides an 
opportunity to visit chambers and pas-
sages decorated with calcite crystals and 
other speleothems. 

Block said due to a construction 
project inside Jewel Cave, the cave will 
be closed for tours from Oct. 1, 2019, 
through early May 2020. 

The temperature of the cave is 49 
degrees Fahrenheit year-round. Long 
pants and sweaters or jackets are recom-
mended. Tour participants must wear 
tennis shoes, sneakers or hiking boots. n

Jewel Cave National Monument
605-717-7629
nps.gov/jeca

Inspire future naturalists at 
Jewel Cave National Monument

NPS Photo
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WHERE CURIOSITY 
TAKES YOU
Visitors of all ages can step inside a 
tornado, turn upside down in a giant 
curved mirror, walk on a fog bridge, 
and explore 650+ hands-on exhibits. 
Enjoy on-site dining and shopping. 
Pier 15 on the Embarcadero.

Rated #1 Museum in San Francisco on 
TripAdvisor!

exploratorium.edu/visit • 415.528.4444
reserve@exploratorium.edu

Quanah Parker, Bill Pickett and Jesse 
Chisholm are a few characters whose 
stories will come to life at the Fort Worth 
Stockyards National Historic District in 
Texas. From the brick walkways to the 
wooden corrals, this authentic district has 
become a hub for students interested in the 
rich legacy of the Old West. The buildings 
are original to the early 1900s, when the city 
was booming from the livestock industry.

The Four Hours of Fun tour, specifically 
designed for student and youth groups, 
finds the fun in education. The experi-
ence is complete with a Historical Walking 
Tour and a visit to the Fort Worth Herd, 
the Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame and the 
Cowtown Cattlepen Maze.

“Fort Worth is the Texas you want,” 
said Sarah Covington, assistant director 
of public relations for Visit Fort Worth. 
“From the moment students arrive in the 
Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic 
District, you are transported to another 
time period. Cowboys trot by on horseback 
leading longhorn steers in the world’s-only, 
twice-daily cattle drive as visitors peruse 
the many street-facing storefronts. It’s truly 
the authentic Texan experience so many 
visitors crave when visiting the state for the 
first time.”

The Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame is 
where students learn about the cowboy 
way of life and why it’s still important today. 
Students receive an overview of cowboy 

culture and vocabulary, as well as insight on 
its impact in everyday life.

The Cowtown Cattlepen Maze has 
more than 5,400 square feet of frequently 
changed wooden pathways, resembling 
the cattlepens of the Old West. Students 
are timed through the two-level course 
of twists and turns, attempting to locate 
checkpoints and find their way out through 
logical thinking.

Covington said the national historic 
district is undergoing a $175 million re-
development of Mule Alley — the former 
mule and horse barns — to include new 
restaurants and entertainment in early 
2020. The Hotel Drover, a Marriott Auto-
graph Collection property, is set to open in 
late 2020.

 “The area is a true representation 
of Fort Worth in the early years,” Coving-
ton said. “We want visitors to soak in this 
unique heritage on display, and then make 
their way to Fort Worth’s seven additional 
entertainment districts to experience the 
city for what it is today.” n

 
Fort Worth Stockyards National  
 Historic District
817-625-9715 
fortworthstockyards.org

Visit Fort Worth
800-433-5747
fortworth.com

Join ‘Four Hours of Fun’ 
at Fort Worth Stockyards

Visit Fort Worth
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From theme parks to sports, arts, shopping and more, Arlington is a World of Wonderful for a variety of interests and 
age groups. This summer, Six Flags Over Texas unveiled a diabolical new ride, El Diablo. Globe Life Field, the brand new 
$1.1 billion home of the Texas Rangers, opens in 2020. And no ticket, no problem at Texas Live! Their 250,000 square foot 
entertainment complex serves up a 100 foot LED HD screen with restaurants, concerts and entertainment venues galore. 
Best of all, easy fly in and out since DFW International Airport is just 10 minutes away!

Visit us at arlington.org/groups to get started.

Over $2 billion 
in new 

developments!

Visit Fort Worth

At more than 14 acres, Star Wars: 
Galaxy’s Edge is the largest single-themed 
land in Disney Parks history. The land 
opened in Anaheim, California, earlier 
this year.

“Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge is absolutely 
amazing and we are thrilled to finally 
share it with the world,” said Bob Iger, 
chairman and CEO of The Walt Disney 
Company. “Now, for the first time, fans 
will be able to immerse themselves in the 
iconic stories that have captured audi-
ences’ imaginations for decades and live 
their own Star Wars adventures in the 
most creative, innovative and ambitious 
land we’ve ever built.”

Upon entrance, students are trans-
ported to the remote planet of Batuu, full 
of unique sights, sounds, smells and tastes. 
Groups become part of the story as they 
sample galactic food and beverages, ex-

plore an intriguing collection of merchant 
shops and take the controls of the most 
famous ship in the galaxy aboard Millen-
nium Falcon: Smugglers Run.

In light of tremendous demand, 
Disney made the decision to open the 
land in phases to allow guests to sooner 
enjoy the one-of-a-kind experiences. 
Phase two, opening later this year, will 
feature Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance, 
which will place guests in the middle of a 
climactic battle between the First Order 
and the Resistance. Students will blur the 
lines between fantasy and reality.

The Play Disney Parks mobile app will 
deepen students’ engagement with the 
lands. They may choose to aid a smuggler, 
join the Resistance or pledge their loyalty 
to the First Order. This depth of storytell-
ing is part of the total immersion that will 
distinguish the two, 14-acre lands from 

any other themed land in history.
Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge also will open 

this year in Orlando, Florida, at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios at Walt Disney World 
Resort in Florida on Aug. 29. •

Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge
disneyparks.disney.go.com

Disney Youth Programs
877-939-6884
disneyyouth.com

Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge redefines 
theme park experience 

GTM/Courtney Birchmeier
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Immerse in capital city culture

By Cortney Erndt

     ome to a grain exchange that once   
     rivalled the world’s largest markets, 

Winnipeg’s architecture, neighborhoods 
and hospitality reflect a small Canadian 
prairie town. The city was an aboriginal 
trading center prior to the arrival of the 
Europeans and was at the heart of the 
Canadian fur trade. 

The city also boasts one of North 
America’s most richly diverse music 
scenes — a living classroom for music 

students. Many of the music institutions are 
world-renowned with rock ‘n’ roll alumni like 
Burton Cummings from The Guess Who, 
Crush Test Dummies and Neil Young. 

“Students can observe a Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra dress rehearsal 
then be invited for a Q&A with the 
conductor, or they can have a music 
clinic with reputable organizations 
including the University of Manitoba’s 
Faculty of Music and Winnipeg Singers,” 

said Sarah Robinson, business 
development manager for Tourism 
Winnipeg. “There also is the opportunity 
to have an exchange with a local school.”

 Aside from its many musical 
offerings, Winnipeg brims with cultural 
landmarks, museums and galleries. 
Tourism Winnipeg suggests several 
attractions for students to discover 
the city’s rich and varied history, and 
profound character.

Canadian 
Museum 
for Human 
RightsWINNIPEG

MANITOBA, CANADA

H
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Known for its vivid portrayal of 
Manitoba’s rich and diverse history, 
planetarium shows and science gallery 
exhibits, Manitoba Museum has nine 
interpretive galleries that explore the 
interrelationship of people and their 
environment. Students travel through 
millions of years as they journey from 
north to south across Manitoba’s vast 
and varied landscape, from the icy artic 
coast to the windswept prairies. 

The museum offers 40 education 
programs in English and French. 
Guided museum programs include the 
opportunity to have students explore 
on their own. Science demonstrations 
last 30 minutes and allow 60 minutes 
to explore the Science Gallery. 
Complimentary lunchroom space is 
available upon request.

Manitoba Museum

Winnipeg is often associated with the study of moral principles and behavior, 
as it’s home to the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, which is “the first 
museum solely dedicated to the evolution, celebration and future of international 
human rights,” Robinson said.

The museum explores the subject of human rights with special but not 
exclusive reference to Canada. Through variously themed programs, workshops 
and tours, students are given the tools to help them think critically and with 
empathy. Programs last between one and two hours, and are followed by a visit 
to galleries and exhibits that reflect their lesson.

Canadian Museum for Human Rights

Manitoba Museum

Manitoba Museum

Canadian Museum for Human Rights

Canadian Museum for Human Rights
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One of North America’s birding hotspots, Oak Hammock Marsh features 
restored prairie marsh, aspen-oak bluff, waterfowl lure crops, artesian springs and 
some of Manitoba’s last remaining patches of tall-grass prairies. More than 18 miles 
(30 kilometers) of trails are available for groups to explore.

The interpretive center offers a variety of programs for middle and high school 
students, including marsh walkabouts, wetland ecology, snowshoe walkabouts, 
geocaching 101 and voyageur canoe trips. Plan an unforgettable overnight stay at 
the center with special dawn-to-dusk programs. Watch the sun set over the marsh 
among nocturnal creatures, then explore the night, gaze at the stars and learn the 
legends of constellations.

Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre

For classes interested in studying the environment, “Winnipeg is home to several 
sustainable tourism attractions where they can feel empowered to make change and 
learn about topics such as polar bear conservation, climate change issues, eco-tours 
and environment concern,” Robinson said.

One of these attractions is Assiniboine Park & Zoo, where educational programs 
connect students with nature and inspire them to become environmental stewards. All 
programs incorporate objectives in science with connections to art, culture, language 
and social studies. Many of the programs include hands-on activities, and different 
styles of learning are encouraged through story, music, verbal presentations, tours 
and teamwork.

Assiniboine Park & Zoo

Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive CentreAssiniboine Park Zoo
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Students can join interactive guided 
tours, in English and French, featuring 
displays and behind-the-scenes looks 
at the Royal Canadian Mint. There, they 
can discover the wonders of high-
speed, high-volume coin production. 
Every single Canadian circulation coin is 
produced in Winnipeg — literally billions 
each year. The currency produced there 
spans the globe, from Africa to New 
Zealand, to the medals of the Vancouver 
2010 Olympics. 

Finish the 45-minute tour in the 
boutique, where students can shop for 
collector coins, gifts and souvenirs. 
Within 6 miles (10 kilometers) of the 
mint, students also can visit the Forks 
National Historic Site, the French 
Quarter, the Manitoba Legislature and 
Fort Gibraltar. n

Royal Canadian Mint

Get in the game at 
Across the Board Cafe, a 
boardgame café that can 
accommodate student 
groups. Stella’s Café 
& Bakery has several 
locations across Winnipeg, 
as well as catering options, 
serving dishes like salads, 
soups, sandwiches, all-day 
breakfast and burgers.

Several student-
friendly hotels are located 
throughout the city, 
including Fairfield Inn 
& Suites Winnipeg and 
Holiday Inn Winnipeg 
South. Hotels part of the 
Winnipeg Tour Connection 
are dedicated to bringing 
students the best of the city.

Upon crossing 
Canada’s border, U.S. 
citizens under the age 
of 19 who are travelling 
with a school or youth 
group need to present a 
birth certificate (original, 
photocopy or certified 
copy), a Consular Report 
of Birth Abroad or a 
naturalization certificate. 
The most up-to-date 
passport requirements can 
be found at travel.state.gov.

Tourism Winnipeg
855-734-2489
tourismwinnipeg.com

Tour tips

Oak Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre

Royal Canadian Mint
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[  ENJOY EAGAN MINNESOTA  ]

FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN 
Eagan is the perfect destination for your student group! Proud to be the new home 
of the Minnesota Vikings and Viking Lakes, students of all ages can experience 
the state-of-the-art Vikings Museum, which features interactive displays and a 
complete history of the Minnesota Vikings. As one of only four NFL team museums 
in the country, this is a must-see! Eagan is also located less than five miles to 
amazing attractions like the Minnesota Zoo and Fort Snelling, both of which offer 
many educational opportunities for student groups. Additionally, Eagan features 
a fantastic array of tax-free shopping at Twin Cities Premium Outlets – the 
largest outlet mall in the Upper Midwest. With 18 amazing hotels most offering 
complimentary breakfast, Eagan is THE place to book your student group!

TWIN CITIES PREMIUM OUTLETS® MINNESOTA ZOO FORT SNELLING

MINNESOTA 
VIKINGS 
MUSEUM

PHOTO BY 
DIMENSIONAL 
INNOVATIONS



togetherness.

What will you fi nd in Ohio?

Don’t just fi nd your next outdoor adventure in Ohio. Find one 
that gets passed down for generations to come – like hiking 
through one of nature’s largest houses with the ones who 
make it feel like home.

Ten perfect road trips await you at RoadTrips.ohio.org. 

Rock House in Hocking Hills State Park
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SANDUSKY COUNTY

uncover best-kept 
secrets.
Sandusky County is home to the 
Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential 
Library and Museums, the Sandusky 
County Historic Jail & Dungeon 
and an abundance of other hidden 
treasures. From history to hauntings, 
fi nd the perfect activity to delight, 
surprise, entertain and inspire 
groups of all ages. We are located 
close to the Put-in-Bay and Kelleys 
Island Ferry and Cedar Point —
America’s Roller Coast! 

SanduskyCounty.org  
800-255-8070

GREATER AKRON
Greater Akron offers students the opportunity to explore 
and get excited about learning again. Get hands-on with art 
and culture at the Akron Art Museum, step back in time at 
Hale Farm & Village, or get up close at the Akron Zoo. You’ll 
also want to include Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens and a well-
earned recess aboard the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad.

VisitAkron-Summit.org | 800-245-4254

ProMedica Museum of Natural History 
at the Toledo Zoo

Sandusky County Historic Jail & Dungeon in Fremont

Hale Farm & Village in Bath

CULTURE BUFFS

TOLEDO ZOO & AQUARIUM
With 10,000+ animals, state-of-the-art aquarium and 
new museum, visiting the Toledo Zoo is like three day 
trips in one. The new museum focuses on biodiversity, 
or the variety of life in the world. Your exploration 
begins with prehistoric Ohio and then becomes a 
walking tour of the various habitats found along Lake 
Erie following the Ice Age. Experience Nature in Hand, 
a hands-on library of bones, pelts and taxidermy, along 
with the Mazza Gallery, featuring animal and nature 
themed children’s book illustrations. 

ToledoZoo.org/Museum | 419-385-5721

Ten perfect road trips await you at RoadTrips.ohio.org.
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COSI

see dinosaurs 
in Columbus!

Through a unique and 
groundbreaking relationship 
with the American Museum of 
Natural History, COSI features 
a new, permanent AMNH 
Dinosaur Gallery. Come see the 
life-sized model of a massive 
Tyrannosaurus rex that’s certain 
to captivate the imagination of 
people of all ages, as well as 
more specimens from AMNH’s 
renowned dinosaur collection.

COSI.org | 614-228-2674

American Museum of Natural History Dinosaur Gallery 
at COSI in Columbus

AIR FORCE MUSEUM FOUNDATION

don’t just read history – experience it!
In honor of the 75th anniversary of D-Day, the Air Force Museum Foundation has opened a new, augmented reality 
experience focusing on the 82nd and 101st Airborne divisions and their missions. This exhibit utilizes innovative tablets 
called “HistoPads” that immerse visitors in the story of Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France, on D-Day. For just $5 per tablet, 
experience the spectacular scientifi cally and historically validated 360-degree re-creations. 
Visitors will travel back in time to better understand key moments in the battle for the 
success of D-Day. This is not a video game, but, rather, real stories of real heroes. 
Exhibit is open through December 31. FREE museum admission & FREE parking!

AFMuseum.com | 937-253-4629

experience the spectacular scientifi cally and historically validated 360-degree re-creations. 

HistoPad D-Day Experience

D-Day Augmented Reality Exhibit 
in Dayton
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Put-in-Bay and Gibraltar Island Trip

Student Band 
at Cedar Point 
in Sandusky

Student Groups at 
Cedar Point in Sandusky CLERMONT COUNTY

Clermont County, just east of Cincinnati, invites your 
group to explore unique outdoor recreation, history and 
more. Discover the great outdoors at East Fork State Park 
or Cincinnati Nature Center, while interacting with unique 
hands-on activities. Immerse yourself in rich historical 
experiences as you explore the Underground Railroad 
Freedom Trail and President Grant’s birthplace along the 
Ohio River, or learn about the life of a World War II pilot at 
the Tri-State Warbird Museum. Other regional attractions 
include Kings Island, Cincinnati Zoo, Cincinnati Museum Center, 
Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter. Your group can save 
on lodging and get free parking. Plan your adventure today! 

VisitClermontOhio.com | 513-732-3600

Cincinnati Nature Center

Shark Gallery and 
SeaTube at the Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium

LAKE ERIE SHORES & ISLANDS 

immerse your students in 
interactive experiences!
This coastal region provides year-round 
educational and entertainment experiences 
as vast as the great lake it borders. 
Opportunities include Physics, Math, and 
Science Day at Cedar Point, cruising to 
Put-in-Bay and Kelleys Island, splashing in 
indoor waterparks, historical and hands-on 
educational tours, student performances 
at local attractions, and marine research. 
The group sales staff is eager to help with 
accommodations and transportation 
support, along with custom itineraries, 
so students not only have fun, but also 
learn in the process. Come fi nd your 
Lake Erie Love! 

SHORESandISLANDS.com
800-255-3743

MEDINA COUNTY
Explore the possibilities! Year-round (weekends) Christmas 
entertainment at Castle Noel with holiday movie props, set pieces, 
costumes, New York City holiday department store windows and 
more. Visit agricultural farms, markets and orchards. Experience 
rodeos, festivals and events all year long, museums, family fun centers, 
indoor karting and educational programs. Enjoy great lodging and 
dining. Only 30 miles from Cleveland and Akron. 

VisitMedinaCounty.com | 800-860-2943

GREATER CLEVELAND AQUARIUM
Did you know that shark teeth are naturally 
coated in cavity-preventing fl uoride? Your 
students can catch a sand tiger shark’s toothy 
grin in a seatube selfi e, feed stingrays, talk to 
SCUBA divers and learn about fl ashlight fi sh, 
poison dart frogs, a giant Pacifi c octopus and 
other amazing animals on their next visit. 
Nature. It’s a curious thing. 

GreaterClevelandAquarium.com | 855-602-3040

High Voltage Indoor Karting  in Medina

GETAWAYS

Ten perfect road trips await you at RoadTrips.ohio.org.
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