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FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Eagan is the perfect destination for your student group! Proud to be home of
the Minnesota Vikings and Viking Lakes, students of all ages can experience
the state-of-the-art Vikings Museum, which features interactive displays and a
complete history of the Minnesota Vikings. As one of only four NFL team museums
in the country, this is a must-see! Eagan is also located less than five miles to
amazing attractions like the Minnesota Zoo and Fort Snelling, both of which offer
many educational opportunities for student groups. Additionally, Eagan features
a fantastic array of tax-free shopping at Twin Cities Premium Outlets – the
largest outlet mall in the Upper Midwest. With 18 amazing hotels most offering
complimentary breakfast, Eagan is THE place to book your student group!
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Editor’s letter
Lasting rewards
“A trophy carries dust. Memories last forever.” — Mary Lou Retton
There’s no denying the benefits of youth sports, both for students’ mental and physical
health. And, when you add travel into the equation, that just enhances the experience.
I liked the above quote from Mary Lou Retton, a retired gymnast, because it speaks to the
true value of traveling as a group, regardless of a game’s outcome. Memories made on youth
sports trips last a lifetime.
This month’s cover story highlights major sports cities and what they offer for student
groups before or after their games. These cities feature behind-the-scenes tours at famed
baseball stadiums, sports museums that honor the greats and recreational activities that keep
students active. Page 12.
On page 62, contributor Michael McLaughlin reflects on a trip he and his students took
to Queensland and New South Wales, Australia. McLaughlin is head of the middle school at
Austin Preparatory School in Reading, Massachusetts, where he oversees the student body’s
international travel opportunities.
In The Lounge (page 10), we sat down with Danielle Savarese, the director of sales for
Beyond Times Square, a destination management company that offers student programs in
New York, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and Boston. She shares her insight on tailor-made
student programs with authentic local experiences.
Beyond Times Square also provided some helpful tips for leading students on the subway
in major cities. Check out Study Guide on page 11.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine. I wish you all
a safe and enjoyable holiday season!
Until next time,

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm
On the cover:
Mercedes-Benz Stadium,
Atlanta, Ga.
©2019 Peter DeMoore, ACVB,
AtlantaPhotos.com
800-767-3489
Fax: 616-393-0085
studentgrouptour.com

Group Tour Media is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association
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Up next:
In April, our cover story takes students back in time with hands-on history lessons.
Don’t miss coverage on Chicago, Illinois; Portland, Maine; New York City; Birmingham,
Alabama; and San Francisco, California.
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news & notes
Find ‘Fantastic Bug
Encounters!’ at
Field Museum

On view until April 19, 2020, at the
Field Museum in Chicago is “Fantastic
Bug Encounters!” The exhibition gives
students a peek into the hidden world of
bugs. Through larger-than-life models and
hands-on interactives, visitors discover
how bugs’ adaptations — from flight to
camouflage to performing “brain surgery”
on prey — are changing the world.
fieldmuseum.org/fantasticbugs

The Children’s Museum
of Indianapolis builds
new dino lab

In September, The Children’s Museum
of Indianapolis opened the new Jurassic
Paleo Prep Lab within its “Dinosphere”
exhibit. The museum-led Mission Jurassic
Project in Wyoming yielded more than
500 fossils weighing in at more than 15
tons in the summer of 2019. Paleontologists will clean and prep the fossils in the
lab. Students are able to ask scientists
questions about dinosaurs and actually
touch the fossils.
317-334-4000, childrensmuseum.org

Newseum Online
education continues

While the Newseum is closing on Dec.
31 after 11 years on Pennsylvania Avenue
in Washington, D.C., the work of NewseumED will continue in 2020. Educators
will still be able to access extensive

Martin Baumgaertner

online resources, including more than
1,700-plus primary sources, historical
front pages, lesson plans and videos. In
addition, NewseumED teachers are ready
to lead live, virtual classes with students
on media literacy and First Amendment
topics. All classes are free of charge.
newseumed.org

Living Shores Aquarium
opens in New Hampshire

Living Shores Aquarium in Glen, New
Hampshire, is New England’s newest
hands-on experience. Students learn about
wildlife conservation and life sciences at
the aquarium, which features over 32,000
square feet of interactive tide pools, exhibits and activities. In the tropical rainforest
aviary lorikeets soar from perch to perch,
while red-footed tortoises meander along
the floor.
603-383-4186, livingshores.com

ROAD SCHOLARSHIP
Do you know a student who
is unable to afford the cost of
their student group trip?
Nominate them for the SYF Road Scholarship!
Up to $1,000 awarded for individuals and up to $5,000 for groups.
w w w.sy tayouthfoundation.org/roads

2020 APPLI C ATI O N PE R I O DS:
SPRING | FEBRUARY 3

– MARCH 20, 2020

Announced the week of April 20, 2020

FALL | SEPTEMBER 14 –

OCTOBER 23, 2020

Announced the week of November 30, 2020

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Lounge

DANIELLE
SAVARESE

Beyond Times Square
director of sales
talks tours

Offering student programs in New
York, Washington D.C., Philadelphia
and Boston, Beyond Times Square is a
destination management company that
serves individual and group travelers.
Danielle Savarese, director of
sales at Beyond Times Square, has
been working in the travel industry for
more than six years and has acquired
extensive knowledge in student group
travel. She shared her insight on tailormade student programs with authentic
local experience.

Q. What is your favorite group
experience in a major city?

A. One of my favorite experiences for
students in New York City is a dinner
cruise with a DJ. The combination of
the backdrop of the New York City
skyline, and the music and food for
students to enjoy, can be a fantastic
experience. It’s also a wonderful reward for the students after a long day
of touring.

Q. What should an educator look
for in a tour company?

A. Nothing helps an educator more

than a personable, creative and
flexible team. While working with a
team like that, an educator can give
students a uniquely designed, streamlined travel experience with reliable
customer support. Having experienced
tour guides who specialize in student
travel also is important.
I can’t stress the importance
of student travel enough! Students
create memories they will remember
for a lifetime and the educational
possibilities are endless.
8
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Q. What is your No. 1 tip for
educators who plan
student travel?

A. Work with your destination experts
to pinpoint important details unique
to the group’s needs. We know our
destination best and can get creative
to make things happen you may not
have thought possible.
We are flexible and attuned to your
needs, delivering fully customized
programs or only the services you
need. Beyond Times Square also
specializes in themed programs such
as art, music, STEM and history. We
look forward to creating a one-of-akind, life-enriching travel experience
for student groups. n
Beyond Times Square
212-564-1001
btsq.com
From top: iStock, Beyond Times Square, iStock

DANIELLE SAVARESE,
DIRECTOR OF SALES, BEYOND TIMES SQUARE

STUDY GUIDE

5 tips for leading L
students on the subway

eading a student tour in a
big city can be daunting,
especially when using public
transportation. Beyond Times
Square shared some tips to take the
stress out of subway travel.

877-433-6190, btsq.com

1 Download
subway maps

2 Distinguish
different trains

3 Listen to
announcements

4 Follow safety
precautions

5 Practice
subway etiquette

Always have a map
of the subway system
handy. If you don’t
want to carry the giant
map that booth agents
give to visitors for
free, download a PDF
version to store on
your phone. Don’t wait
until the last minute
to download the map
on the train; there
may not be cellphone
reception in the
subway.

In major cities,
everyone has made
the mistake of taking
the wrong train. The
subway system can
be confusing, even for
locals! To avoid this,
learn to distinguish
different trains. If
you’re in Manhattan
and want to go north,
take the uptown train,
and if you want to
go south, take the
downtown train. An
express train means
the train will skip
several stations. A
local train will stop at
every station on the
line. On a subway
map, a black dot
marks a local stop,
and a white dot
means the train will
stop there, whether it
is express or local.

Train conductors
will often make
announcements on
the train, such as the
train is going express
after a certain station
or there’s traffic
ahead of your train.
But unfortunately,
speakers don’t
always work. If you
or the chaperones
didn’t hear or
understand what the
train conductor just
announced, don’t
be shy; ask a fellow
passenger.

Subway systems in
major cities are mostly
safe, but it’s always
helpful to exercise
caution, especially
at night. If students
have backpacks, ask
them to hold all bags
in front of them or at
their sides. All bags
and purses should be
zipped closed. Don’t
forget to protect any
personal electronics.
At night, choose the
subway car with the
train conductor. You
also should round up
the students to make
sure they are in the
same train car.

Step aside to let other
passengers exit the
train before walking
in. Same goes when
you’re already on the
train; if you’re right
in front of the doors
when the train stops
and you do not need
to exit, step aside
and let your fellow
passengers get off the
train. People in major
cities live a fast-paced
life and don’t like to
waste time. When
you’re on a subway
station escalator,
stand only on the right
side. The left side is
for commuters who
prefer walking up the
escalator steps.

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar

9

news & notes
Mount Vernon names
history teacher of the year

Six Flags Great Adventure

Jersey Devil Coaster opening
at Six Flags Great Adventure

Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson,
New Jersey, has announced the Jersey
Devil Coaster will make its debut in summer 2020. The coaster will be the world’s
tallest, fastest and longest single rail
coaster. Six Flags Great Adventure’s 14th
roller coaster towers 13 stories and reaches
speeds of up to 58 mph. Riders will soar
single file through the woods over 3,000
feet of track. The cutting-edge coaster
features five intense elements including
two inversions.
732-928-2000,
sixflags.com/greatadventure

George Washington’s Mount Vernon in
Virginia has named Antoinette DempseyWaters, a history teacher at Wakefield High
School in Arlington, Virginia, as its 2019 History Teacher of the Year. Dempsey-Waters
will receive a $5,000 prize and an allexpense paid trip to George Washington’s
Mount Vernon for up to 100 students and
10 chaperones. Now in its 12th year, the
award celebrates educators dedicated and
passionate about teaching history.
703-780-2000, mountvernon.org

New Hayden Planetarium
Space Show premieres

In New York City, the American Museum
of Natural History’s new Hayden Planetarium Space Show, Worlds Beyond Earth, will
open Jan. 21, 2020, as part of the museum’s
150th anniversary celebration. Worlds
Beyond Earth takes viewers on an exhilarating journey that reveals the dynamic nature
of the worlds that orbit the sun and the
unique conditions that make life on earth
possible. The show features immersive visualizations of distant worlds, groundbreaking
space missions and breathtaking scenes
depicting the evolution of the solar system.
212-769-5100, amnh.org

Exploratorium opens new
permanent exhibit collection

The Exploratorium in San Francisco, California, has opened a new permanent exhibit
collection entitled “Cells to Self: Exploring
the Life Inside You.” Through new interactive exhibit experiences, demonstrations
and works of art, the collection invites students to consider the nature and function
of cells, as well as how genetics and the
environment intermingle in the formation of
a complete self. Interactive exhibit experiences were developed especially for the
exhibition at the Exploratorium and help
visitors experience the wonders of biology
in the human body.
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu

Bullock Texas State History Museum

9/11 Memorial & Museum

‘Revealed: The Hunt for Bin
Laden’ on view at 9/11
Memorial & Museum

The National September 11 Memorial
& Museum (9/11 Memorial & Museum) in
New York City has opened a new special
exhibition examining the greatest manhunt in American history. “Revealed: The
Hunt for Bin Laden” details the more than
decade-long search for the terrorist and his
network, from the near misses by pursuers
before the 9/11 attacks to a tip leading to a
fortified Pakistan compound years later. The
exhibition uses the accounts of those who
were on the frontlines and more than 60
artifacts, some of which were declassified
for the installation.
212-266-5200,
911memorial.org/museum
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Aviation engines
displayed in Seattle

A new exhibit at The Museum of Flight
in Seattle, Washington, demonstrates the
evolution and impact of aviation engine design over the past 120 years. “This Way Up:
Aircraft Engine Design” also tells a story of
innovation driven by individuals, companies
and historical events. On display are 10 aircraft engines from the museum’s collection,
interactive displays that demonstrate how
different engines operate and a timeline
showing the progression and innovation
of aviation engine design since the Wright
Flyer took flight in 1903. The exhibit is on
view until May 25, 2020.
206-764-5700, museumofflight.org

Bullock Museum unveils
renovated gallery

A newly redesigned and expanded
gallery highlighting the past, present and
future of the oil and natural gas industry
in Texas is now open at the Bullock Texas
State History Museum in Austin. Texas Oil
and Gas explores how the industry impacts
the country, the world, and students’
everyday lives. Central to the exhibition is a
large working pump jack, an iconic symbol
of Texas oil production, with an accompanying animation and informational graphic
demonstrating the process of extracting
crude oil from a well.
512-936-8746, thestoryoftexas.com

news & notes
National Constitution
Center to open
19th Amendment exhibit

The National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, will open a new
19th Amendment exhibit in the summer of
2020. The exhibit will celebrate the centennial of the amendment that guaranteed the
right of women to vote. The new exhibit
will explore the long fight for women’s
suffrage, beginning before the Civil War. It
will highlight the constitutional arguments
and historical context of the movement,
as well as spotlight the key advocates for
women’s rights and the methods they used
to persuade the states and then the nation
to recognize equal citizenship for women.
215-409-6600, constitutioncenter.org

Walt Disney World Resort

Walt Disney World Resort helps out band program
After a fire at East Ridge High School
in Clermont, Florida, that damaged band
equipment, rehearsal space and students’
personal instruments, the central Florida
community came together with an outpouring of support to help the students through
the unexpected challenge. To lend another
helping hand, Walt Disney World Resort

announced in September 2019 a $20,000
donation to East Ridge High School to help
its band march forward through the school
year. The donation will contribute to new
band equipment and instruments, helping
make the students’ dreams of restoring
their band program come true.
disneyworld.disney.go.com

TOURING
THE HALL IS
A TEAM
SPORT
Take Your Students on a Legendary Field Trip
Planning a school trip to Atlanta? Make sure a visit to the Chick-ﬁl-A
College Football Hall of Fame is in your game plan. With more than
50 state-of-the-art interactive experiences, historical exhibits and
FREE STEAM curriculum available, it’s like no other game in town.

404.880.4841 | groups@cfbhall.com

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Game on

Major cities score with educational sports tours
By Cortney Erndt
To say students love sports is an
understatement. Many value after-school
sports as much as their classes — or even
more. Playing sports boosts students’
mental and physical health; empowers
life skills like confidence; and teaches
discipline, leadership and teamwork.
Watching sports allows young
people to identify with something
greater than themselves. Afterall, the
success of a team positively reflects on
its fans; the fans in New York, Chicago
and Atlanta know just that.
Stadiums in major cities offer
behind-the-scenes tours and educational programs that make each group
eager to work and play harder.

Chick-fil-A College Football Hall of Fame, Atlanta

12

Winter 2019 • studentgrouptour.com

Gene Phillips, ACVB, AtlantaPhotos.com

Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta

Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta

SunTrust Park, Atlanta

Atlanta, Georgia

The 1996 Centennial Olympic
Games positioned Atlanta as a prominent host city for major sporting events.
Since then, Atlanta continues its legacy
by welcoming some of the country’s
most distinguished sporting events: four
NCAA Men’s Final Four tournaments,
the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl, the 2003
NBA All-Star Game, the 2018 College
Football Playoff National Championship, the 2018 MLS All-Star Game, the
annual Celebration Bowl and three
Super Bowl matchups.
“Atlanta continues its momentum as
a legendary sports destination by hosting the 2020 Men’s Basketball Final Four
Tournament and the 2021 MLB All-Star
Game,” said Mark Vaughan, executive

SunTrust Park, Atlanta

vice president and chief sales officer at
Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“Sports fans in Atlanta have much to
enjoy with a multitude of major league
teams to see in action.”
Vaughan said he recommends
student groups use Centennial Olympic
Park as a starting point for any sportsrelated trip, because it was such a focal
point of activity during the 1996 Summer Olympic Games. Thereafter, both
Mercedes-Benz Stadium and SunTrust
Park offer behind-the-scenes tours of
the state-of-the-art facilities.
Another must-see in Atlanta is the
Chick-fil-A College Football Hall of
Fame, where students turn textbooks
into playbooks as they explore the world
of college football.

Clockwise from top left: ACVB Marketing; Gene Phillips, ACVB, AtlantaPhotos.com; ACVB Marketing (2)

“The South is known for turning
college football into a religion, so sports
enthusiasts should explore Chick-fil-A
College Football Hall of Fame with interactive exhibits and an indoor football
field,” Vaughan said.
At the Hall of Fame, student-friendly
curriculum blends with football history
and interactive technology. Visitors take
away valuable lessons about the importance of leadership and hard work.
Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau
404-521-6567
atlanta.net
Chick-fil-A College Football
Hall of Fame
404-880-4800
cfbhall.com/groups/field-trips
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

Wrigley Field, Chicago

Wrigley Field, Chicago

Chicago, Illinois

With 18 championships, Chicago is
a tried-and-true sports city, especially as
home to eight major sporting franchises
— the Bulls, Cubs, White Sox, Blackhawks, Bears, Fire, Sky and Red Stars.
The city encompasses nearly 600
parks and 26 miles of lakefront, making
it a playground for recreational sports
activities. Groups can take on the lake
and rent a kayak or stand-up paddleboard, or explore the city’s lakefront trail
by bike with the beautiful skyline as a
backdrop.
“The variety of sports available in
Chicago speaks to how we are a sports
town,” said Naomi Hattori, director of
global development at Choose Chicago.
“During football season, groups will
know there is a Bears game in town
when you see the city filled with fans
in Bears’ jerseys. On a home baseball
game day, you’ll see the Red Line either
packed with Cubs or Sox fans going to
their respective stadiums.”
While the city is home to many
major teams, Chicago also hosts other
major sporting events, including one of
the top five marathons in the world —
Bank of America Chicago Marathon —
and the annual Chicago Yacht Club Race
14
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to Mackinac, the oldest annual freshwater distance race in the world.
“Chicago offers many great student
experiences for visitors in relation to
our sports teams,” Hattori said. “Both
Wrigley Field and Soldier Field offer
behind-the-scenes tours.”
Hattori said Wrigley Field is a mustsee, as it’s one of the nation’s oldest baseball stadiums. While students are there,
do not forget to check out the 2016 MLB
World Series trophy on display.
As students will likely explore the
Magnificent Mile during a visit, schedule time at Chicago Sports Museum
for an interesting lunch and interactive
learning experience.
“The museum allows students —
and their chaperones — to participate
in challenges and high-tech simulated
experiences,” Hattori said. “A favorite
experience is attempting the iconic Michael Jordan free-throw dunk and seeing
‘how high can you jump?’”

Wrigley Field, Chicago

Soldier Field, Chicago

Choose Chicago
312-567-8500
choosechicago.com
Wrigley Field
773-388-8270
mlb.com/cubs/ballpark/tours

Soldier Field, Chicago

Clockwise from top left: City of Chicago/Choose Chicago (2), iStock (2), City of Chicago/Choose Chicago

Yankee Stadium, New York City

Monument Park, Yankee Stadium, New York City

New York City,
New York

New York City offers famous sports
attractions around every corner, and it’s
home to more major professional sports
teams than any other city in the United
States.
“Despite the many choices a sports fan
may have in NYC, the Yankees’ incredible
history of 27 championships is unrivaled,
and taking a behind-the-scenes tour of
Yankee Stadium makes for an everlasting
memory,” said Brett Searson, director of
Stadium Tours at Yankee Stadium.
Yankee Stadium Tours provide
students with exclusive insight into the
history, tradition and iconic home of
baseball’s most storied franchise — the
New York Yankees.
“Led by our knowledgeable tour
guides who share inside secrets and
fascinating facts, Yankee Stadium Tours
visit Monument Park, where the team’s
most storied players, managers, coaches
and executives are honored with plaques
and monuments,” Searson said. “The
New York Yankees Museum presented
by Bank of America celebrates Yankees
teams, players and milestone achievements through rotating exhibits.”
Students also may experience the
players’ perspective from the dugout or
enjoy a panoramic view from the press
box. Stadium events extending beyond
baseball — including soccer, football
and concerts — are discussed as well.

Yankee Stadium, New York City

In addition to touring the stadium,
students may enjoy lunch at the Hard
Rock Cafe located inside Yankee Stadium. They also may visit the Yankees
Team Store, located at the stadium.
Upon request and pending availability,
Searson said, a member of the Yankees’
front office staff may be made available
for a question-and-answer session.
In addition to Yankee Stadium,
students shouldn’t leave the city without
visiting Madison Square Garden, where

© New York Yankees Partnership. All rights reserved. (3)

legends are created. Students can see
behind-the-scenes areas related to the
New York Knicks and the NHL Rangers.
Learn about the Garden’s 150-year history from an expert tour guide. n
NYC & Company
212-484-1200
nycgo.com
Yankee Stadium Tours
646-977-8687
mlb.com/yankees/ballpark/tours
Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Stops

Ottawa
O n t a r i o
More student groups visit Ottawa
each year than any other Canadian
city. Canada’s capital offers a wealth
of national historic sites, museums and
monuments that immerse students in
the story of Canada’s past, present and
future — with many concentrated in the
city’s safe and walkable downtown core.
“For students, Ottawa offers a
diverse range of ways to blow off a
little steam — from cycling on our
vast network of paved pathways, to
adventure experiences and skating on
the world’s largest rink, to festivals,
sports and entertainment,” said Kelly
Dean, travel trade sales manager for

16
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Ottawa Tourism. “For tour operators,
the capital is an experienced host city,
with accommodations, hospitality and
services on the ground directly geared
to student groups.”
Educators can match a visit to the
curriculum. “If you’re teaching students
about government and democracy, you
can take them behind the scenes at
the Parliament Buildings and Supreme
Court of Canada,” Dean said.
National museums cover nearly every
facet of Canada’s human, technological
and natural history. Art teachers include
the National Gallery of Canada on their
itineraries.
Ottawa Tourism

FUN FACTS
•In winter, take a group skate on
the Rideau Canal, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site that is transformed into
the world’s largest skateway.
•Small windows on the sides of the
Canadian War Museum’s central
copper roof are actually a message
in Morse code.

Canadian Museum
of History

Canadian Museum
of Nature

National Gallery
of Canada

Discover the events, experiences,
people and objects that have shaped
Canada’s history. Marvel at the world’s
largest indoor collection of totem poles.
The Canadian History Hall, the signature
exhibition, lets students discover the
events, personalities and historical
currents of Canada — from time
immemorial to the present. A wide range
of school programs encourage students
to pursue a deeper understanding of
Canada’s history.

Visit Canada’s natural history
museum, located in a beautiful castle
in downtown Ottawa. Five floors of
galleries include giant dinosaurs, a
blue whale skeleton, dazzling minerals,
Canadian birds and live insects. Get an
in-depth look at the Arctic and touch real
ice. Take the popular Gallery Highlights
Tour or compare the characteristics of
grizzlies and polar bears in the new
Hands-On Polar Bear Tour. The museum
offers curriculum-based workshops and
live animal shows.

Located in the ByWard Market,
the National Gallery of Canada is an
architectural gem. Any visit is sure to
be memorable, with one of the world’s
largest sculptures, a spider, greeting
students. Maman by Louise Bourgeois
is part of the National Collection, which
tells the remarkable stories that have
shaped Canada. Tours and hands-on
workshops, uniquely offered to student
groups, give a new perspective. Ingallery drawing is a favorite student
program.

5 STOPS
Ottawa, Ontario
GO
Canadian Museum of History
800-555-5621
historymuseum.ca/visit/groups

Omega Park

Canadian War Museum

Omega Park is where students
discover Canada’s nature, fauna, history
and culture in a unique way. Open
year-round, the park offers several
activities for all ages, such as a wolves’
presentation, animations and walking
trails. In addition, accommodations such
as tipis, a log cabin and a wolf cabin are
available to extend the stay and sleep
near wolves and bears. A brand-new
illuminated walking trail — to discover
nature in a night version — is open from
spring to early fall.

Students immerse themselves in a
dynamic, hands-on experience sure to
expand their knowledge of the conflicts
that shaped Canada, Canadians and the
world. Canada’s rich military history is
showcased through artifacts, personal
stories, artwork, photos and interactive
presentations. Tour the extensive
permanent and special exhibitions. Rest
and reflect in Memorial Hall. Chat with
a veteran to let history come alive. Also
available are gallery activity sheets,
workshops, guided tours, free group
orientation programs in May/June and
group menus at the cafeteria.

Canadian Museum of Nature
800-263-4433
nature.ca
Canadian War Museum
800 555-5621
warmuseum.ca
National Gallery of Canada
613-990-1985
gallery.ca/visit/schools
Omega Park
819-423-5487
parcomega.ca/en/school-group

ASK
Ottawa Tourism
613-237-5150, ext. 1133
ottawatourism.ca/travel-trade

Clockwise from top left: Canadian Museum of History, © Martin Lipman, Canadian Museum of Nature, NGC, Canadian War Museum, Omega Park
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 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

Toledo
Ohio

ART
The Toledo Museum
of Art is dedicated to
working with educators
and students to provide a
variety of learning experiences. Visual
language education is a priority at the
museum, which uses its world-renowned
collection as a teaching resource.
Experiences can be tailored to the
specific needs of each class. Learn
how different cultures throughout history
have made and used glass, explore the
galleries in the Glass Pavilion and see a
glassblowing demonstration.

STEM
Toledo Museum of Art

Imagination Station
provides science
enrichment by serving as
an educational partner
for teachers, schools and parents.
With a blend of exhibits, experiences,
education and excitement, the science
center inspires students to pursue
science, technology, engineering and
math careers.

BIOLOGY
Toledo Zoo & Aquarium

Toledo Zoo & Aquarium

From top: Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo Zoo & Aquarium (2)
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The new ProMedica
Museum of Natural
History at the Toledo
Zoo & Aquarium opened
earlier this year. The museum focuses
on biodiversity, or the variety of life in
the world. The first floor begins with
prehistoric Ohio and then becomes
a walking tour of the various habitats
found along Lake Erie following the
Ice Age. The second floor ties Ohio to
species and habitats around the world
through venom and arthropods. In
addition to student visits, the zoo offers
lunch options, scavenger hunts, Critter
Encounters and Wildlife Walks.

GREAT LAKES

The Historic Artcraft Theatre enchants students
Students experience history firsthand at The Historic Artcraft Theatre in
Franklin, Indiana.
History talks, movies and tours for
school groups can be arranged at the
1922 art deco movie house.
“Our goal is twofold,” said Jaime
Shilts, programming and events coordinator. “First, we want to expose children
to the Artcraft experience, which is the
same as what their parents and grandparents would have experienced. And
two, to offer an affordable, fun field trip
for all ages.”
The 15-minute history talk presents
an overview of the 625-seat theater’s past.
“We’ll talk about the early beginnings
of the theater,” Shilts said. “We talk
about what a silent movie is and what
vaudeville was and about the orchestra
pit and how it was used. We also tell
them about our 35 mm projectors and
how they differ from what other theaters
use. We always talk about the restoration of the theater and why saving it
is important. And we like to mention
our volunteers and what volunteering
means. We have over 280 volunteers,
and they keep us in business.”
Smaller groups are able to take tours
of the theater. Tours include the stage,
adjacent green room and original projection booth.
A classic movie viewing includes a
small drink and popcorn. Students love
the popcorn, as it is locally grown and
tastes different than the popcorn they

The Historic Artcraft Theatre

are used to.
“The Artcraft is a wonderful place
to bring students, and we can hold a lot
of them,” Shilts said. “Our volunteers
help run the field trips and they make
it pretty easy for the teachers. We love
to talk about the history of the theater
and also why recycling and preservation
is important. We’re actually owned by
Franklin Heritage, Inc., one of Indiana’s

longest running preservation groups.”
Franklin is located about 25 minutes
south of Indianapolis, just west of Interstate 65’s exit 90. Motorcoaches drop off
students in front of the theater. Drivers
are directed to local parking lots. n
The Historic Artcraft Theatre
317-739-0458
historicartcrafttheatre.org

FUEL THEIR
IMAGINATION
Build their tour today.
H-DMUSEUM.COM
2019 H-D or its affiliates. HARLEY-DAVIDSON, HARLEY, H-D, and the Bar and Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

©
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GREAT LAKES

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame connects past with present
Students experience the history of
rock and roll music through iconic
artifacts and rare historical video at the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland,
Ohio. The hall’s interactive Garage allows first-time learners or experienced
musicians to pick up a real instrument
and rock out.
Induction footage in the Power of Rock
theater, where the seats shake and smoke
fills the room, makes audience members
feel like they’re at a Rock Hall induction
ceremony. Listening stations in the Hall
of Fame floor allow fans to revisit favorite
tunes or dive deeper into an inductee’s
music.
Students who participate in a Rockin’
the Schools program investigate the innovation, influence and impact of rock
and roll music on culture and history.
The K–12 classes are interdisciplinary
and connect to a broad range of curriculum.

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

“The Rock Hall is a truly memorable
trip where we make music history come
alive every day,” said Deanna Nebel, education instructor. “Come walk through

history, play an instrument and explore
why rock and roll lives on.”
Nebel said students who come to the
Rock Hall enjoy connecting the past and

A Circle

A SQUARE.

A Learning
Experience.
Witness world-class
arts and culture in
University Circle and
Playhouse Square.

Contact Cleveland’s
Group Tour Team:
JANE TOUGOUMA, CTIS, CSTP
Tel: 216.875.6607
Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org

Join in at ThisisCLEveland.com | #This isCLE
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GREAT LAKES

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

the present. Students gravitate not only
to eye-catching artifacts from the past,
but also to artifacts of artists they are
listening to on their own devices today.

What’s more, students can see how
costumes have changed over time to
suit the needs of different rock and roll
styles, or the variety of instruments that
contribute to rock and roll.
“In our classes, we often delve into
connections to today’s popular music
or explain its origins,” Nebel said. “We
validate the students’ current music
while honoring the past, such as when
we compare today’s hip-hop music to
some of the first hip-hop songs.”
Teachers can extend their visit both
before and after by using the Rock Hall
EDU platform: edu.rockhall.com. The
website contains lesson plans, writing
prompts, playlists, essays, interviews
with inductees and artifact photos only
available from the Rock Hall. n
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
216-515-1228
rockhall.com

The Maltz Museum
of Jewish Heritage
introduces visitors
to the beauty and
diversity of Jewish
history and culture
in the context of the
American experience.
The Museum builds
bridges of inquiry and
appreciation between
people of diverse backgrounds, serving as an
educational resource
for Northeast Ohio.

2929 Richmond Rd., Beachwood, OH 44122
216-593-0575 | maltzmuseum.org
shammer@mmjh.org

Your group can learn to play on real rock & roll gear in The
Garage or have the student group performance experience
of a lifetime. Book now and turn up your next trip past 11.
Start planning a rock star experience for your students today
by calling 216-515-1228 or contact sales@rockhall.org
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GREAT LAKES

Learning and adventure coexist
at Irons Oaks Environmental Center
Irons Oaks Environmental Center
is a 38-acre nature site situated next
to a suburban development south of
Chicago. Visiting students are immersed
in nature while learning about their surroundings and themselves.

STAY AT OTTAWA’S
LARGEST SUMMER
HOTEL!
ROOMS STARTING AT
JUST $38 A NIGHT!
613-520-5611 | stay@carleton.ca
conferenceservices.carleton.ca

“We are a pocket of peace, relaxation
and fresh air among the busy hustle and
bustle,” said Cheryl Vargo, the center’s
manager. “For many students, this is
their first time in a forest. We offer opportunities for nature exploration and
adventure programming.”
Nature classes include topics like insects, forest, water, biodiversity, senses,
nature hikes, stories and observations.
Adventure programming includes team
development and climbing programs.
The center offers a climbing tower and a
high ropes course. Irons Oaks also offers
a weeklong Nature Camp for students
during the summer.
Students who come to Irons Oaks
enjoy walking into an urban forest and
just taking a deep breath of relaxation,
Vargo said.
“Most visitors take a deep breath and
begin to relax and unwind while they
get ready to absorb the surroundings,”
she said. “Students enjoy the hands-on
aspect of learning that occurs at Irons
Oaks. For example, they flip a log and
hunt for insects. They work as a team to
solve a challenge, and they use nets and
dip out of the pond. They like getting
to know more about themselves, their
classmates and their teachers in a lessstructured environment.”
The center hopes to give students an
appreciation of the outdoors that travels
with them into adulthood.

Student Tours to Remember!
◾ Cook the Trout Survival Tour
◾ Voyage of the Iroquois
◾ Fall Colours Paddle Tour
South
Western
Ontario

EDQ @BrantTourism
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Call today for more information
519-442-6324 x 3217
donna.clements@brant.ca

Irons Oaks Environmental Learning Center

“The students we teach now are the
decision-makers of the future,” Vargo
said. “Early exposure to the natural
environment is shown to have life-long
value. Irons Oaks has a long history of
providing quality outdoor programming led by amazing and dedicated staff.
Our staff members truly love what they
do and understand the importance of
providing an experience students could
not have in the classroom.”
Irons Oaks Environmental Learning
Center is a joint project of the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District and the
Olympia Fields Park District. n
Irons Oaks Environmental
Learning Center
708-481-2330
ironsoaks.com

GREAT LAKES

Skylight Music Theatre gives warm
welcome to student groups
school groups on tours himself through
the Broadway Theatre Center, and the
personal approach by Ray and our entire
staff help the students take in and enjoy
the experience.”
Students who participate in a residency use material from the musical
they see at the matinee. Marquardt has
noticed residency students are more
deeply engaged with the matinee performance and the experience overall.

GregFrewinTheatre.com

Kate Hennig. Photo by Peter Andrew Lusztyk.

Education is a key part of the mission
at Skylight Music Theatre in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Skylight’s education program
uses workshops, residencies, touring
performances and field trip opportunities to serve students from kindergarten
through grade 12.
“I hope students feel welcome and
entertained,” said Amanda Marquardt,
education manager. “I want their minds
to be stimulated and inspired by the
material presented.”
Generally speaking, each show has
one or sometimes two student matinees.
On the day of the student matinee, school
groups have the option of coming early
to tour the Broadway Theatre Center or
to have a pre-show technical discussion
with someone from the production staff.
Skylight also offers pre-show workshops at the participating school to prep
students on the themes, characters and
artistic relevance in each show.
After the matinee, the students are
invited to stay for a 20-minute talkback
with the cast. Most school groups, as well
as most of the cast, stay to participate.
“Skylight’s artistic director, Ray Jivoff,
is passionate about making all of the
students feel warmly welcomed into
Skylight’s stunning Cabot Theatre, a
replication of an 18th-century European
opera house,” Marquardt said. “Walking into this beautiful theater may be
overwhelming, or even intimidating to
some students, but Ray takes most of the

Skylight Music Theatre

“During one of the Hairspray student
matinees, the students that participated
in the Hairspray residency at one of our
partner schools were nearly dancing
out of their seats,” she said. “It was quite
wonderful to witness their heightened
engagement and appreciation for the
show in real time.”
The 2019–2020 season marks Skylight’s 60th anniversary. n
Skylight Music Theatre
414-299-4952
skylightmusictheatre.org

2020 SEASON
13 plays including Gypsy,
Sherlock Holmes and The
Raven’s Curse, Charley’s
Aunt and Me and My Girl.

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL
Publication: Group Tour Magazine
Insertion Date: December Issue Size: 2.25in x 4.75in
Contact: BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications
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5

Stops

Hartford

C o n n e c t i c u t
As one of America’s oldest and
most historic cities, Hartford offers many
options for student groups.
“The Connecticut colony was founded
in 1636, and centuries later is known
for its rich history and diverse cultural
heritage,” said Robert Murdock, president
of the Connecticut Convention & Sports
Bureau (CTCSB), who also is a national
salesperson for the CTCSB. “Hartford is
our state capital and many of the region’s
attractions are historic buildings and
architectural gems that showcase unique
collections. Student groups can discover
hundreds of years of events, people and
stories in a hands-on way, in the very
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places where history was made.”
A variety of adventures are available
for all interests in the River Valley/
Greater Hartford region. Students can
explore dinosaur prints at Dinosaur
State Park in Rocky Hill, take a scenic
riverboat or steam train ride along the
Connecticut River or even discover
hidden secrets in East Haddam’s Gillette
Castle, the former home of the eccentric
actor who played Sherlock Holmes.
Literary and history buffs can tour the
homes of famous authors. Depending
on the season, visitors also can enjoy
downhill skiing, challenging hiking and
beach activities along the coast.

FUN FACTS
• Abolitionist Harriet Beecher
Stowe, who wrote the anti-slavery
novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, moved
to Hartford in 1873 and remained
there until her death. Her home is a
National Historic Landmark.
• Founded prior to American
independence, The Hartford
Courant is the country’s oldest
newspaper in continuous
publication.

Connecticut’s Old
State House

Connecticut’s Old State House is one
of the most notable historical landmarks
in the state. Completed in 1796, this
National Historic Landmark is located
in walkable downtown Hartford. The
Senate Chamber was the site of the
Amistad Trial of the Mendi Tribesmen.
Visitors can tour its historic rooms,
Seward’s Museum of Curiosities and
enjoy its impressive lawn. It also is the
site of Hartford’s new official Information
& Welcome Center, as well as a new gift
shop with Connecticut-themed items.

Connecticut
Science Center

Overlooking the majestic Connecticut
River, the science center is a dazzling,
soaring space on multiple floors that
opened in 2009. With more than 165
hands-on exhibits, a state-of-the-art
3D digital theater, four educational
labs, plus daily programs and events,
the Connecticut Science Center offers
endless exploration for students and
adults. From physics to forensics,
geology to astronomy, visitors have the
sciences at their fingertips.

Mark Twain House
& Museum

Students can explore the American
High Gothic-style mansion where author
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) and
his family lived from 1874 to 1891. It’s
the site where he wrote Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn and The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer, among others. The
25-room National Historic Landmark
features a dramatic grand hall, a lush
glass conservatory, grand library and
handsome Billiards room where Twain
penned his books. Docent-guided tours
are available.

5 STOPS

Hartford, Connecticut
GO
Connecticut’s Old State House
860-522-6766
cga.ct.gov/osh

Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art

Founded in 1842 and opened in
1844, Wadsworth Atheneum is the
oldest continually operating public
art museum in the U.S. Located in
downtown Hartford in a castle-like
building, the museum houses collections
of European baroque art, ancient
Egyptian and classical bronzes, French
and American impressionist paintings,
Hudson River School landscapes
and contemporary works including
those by Andy Warhol. Student tours,
studio programs, and art and literature
programs are available.

New England
Air Museum

New England Air Museum’s
collection contains more than 100
aircraft ranging from early flying
machines to supersonic jets. Over 55
aircraft are on display in three large
exhibit hangars and in an outdoor
display area. The museum, located
in Windsor Locks, is dedicated to
preserving and presenting historically
significant aircraft, aircraft engines and
aviation artifacts. Group rates include
museum admission, a scavenger
hunt and the opportunity to utilize the
museum’s dining facilities.

Clockwise from top left: John Groo, Courtesy CTCSB, Frank Grace, CTCSB (2)

Connecticut Science Center
860-520-2150
ctsciencecenter.org
Mark Twain House & Museum
860-247-0998, option 5
marktwainhouse.org
New England Air Museum
860-623-3305
neam.org
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
860-838-4046
thewadsworth.org

ASK
Connecticut Convention & Sports Bureau
860-882-1103
ctvisit.com
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portsmouth
new hampshire

SCIENCE
Engage in fun, hands-on
discovery at Seacoast
Science Center, located
within Odiorne Point State
Park in Rye. At the center, students
learn about whales and other marine
mammals of the Gulf of Maine, and
what’s being done to protect them.
The “H2O Today” exhibit examines
the diversity and challenges of our
global water sources and promotes
conversation, creativity and innovation
through art, science and technology.
Student programs are available.

HISTORY
At Strawbery Banke
Museum, students explore
10 acres of living history.
The museum interprets
history from 1695 to 1954 with historic
houses, heirloom gardens, traditional
crafts and costumed role-players who
portray the families of the Puddle
Dock neighborhood over the past 300
years. The historic houses are open
May 1 through Oct. 31. Self-guided
tours, guided tours and Time Travel
Workshops are available for students.

Seacoast Science Center

SOCIAL STUDIES
Strawbery Banke Museum

Strawbery Banke Museum

Isles of Shoals Steamship

From top: Seacoast Science Center, Strawbery Banke Museum/Portsmouth NH (2),
Isles of Shoals Steamship Company
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Take an interactive,
educational cruise
with Isles of Shoals
Steamship Company,
located on the Piscataqua River
Basin. The vessel, the M/V Thomas
Laighton, has three decks and is
certified to carry up to 340 passengers.
Field trip experiences explore a
variety of curriculum topics, including
commerce, culture, seamanship, marine
environments, history and lore.
Go Portsmouth and the Chamber
Collaborative of Greater Portsmouth
603-610-5510
goportsmouthnh.com

NEW ENGLAND

New England Aquarium shares blue planet
The New England Aquarium in
Boston, Massachusetts, links engaging
educational experiences with its mission
of marine conservation.
“Our mission focuses primarily on
conserving the environment and promoting the importance of protecting the blue
planet through innovative exhibits and educational programs,” said Victoria Smith,
manager of group sales and reservations.
School programs for grades 6–12
support life science, Earth science,
mathematics, technology and engineering, and social science and history skills.
These Explorer classes are available to
book (subject to availability): Squid
Anatomy (grades 6–12), Intertidal Ecology (grades 6–12), and Engineering and
Erosion (Grades 3–8).
Any small groups looking for more
in-depth experiences can take one of the
aquarium’s Behind the Scenes Tours.
The New England Aquarium is the
first “modern day” aquarium in the
country focusing on immersive exhibits
and authentic habitats for its marine life.
“Our exhibits, including bustling
penguin colonies and the Giant Ocean
Tank, are absolutely breathtaking,”
Smith said. “We engage our visitors
through immersive educational programming while showcasing our commitment to improving ocean health and
reducing single-use plastics.”
Smith said students love dipping
their hands into the Trust Family Foundation Shark and Ray Touch Tank to
gently stroke cownose rays, Atlantic rays
and epaulette sharks. Marine Mammal
Training Sessions with northern fur
seals, California sea lions and Atlantic

harbor seals occur throughout the day
and are popular as well. Both activities
are included in general admission.
“We are celebrating our 50th anniversary this year and have had almost 60
million potential ocean stewards walk
through our doors,” Smith said. “The
‘Indo-Pacific Coral Reef ’ exhibit recently opened and is a spectacular example
of biodiversity while housing tomato
clownfish, a longnose butterfly fish and
even an orangespine unicornfish.”
Student group visits to the aquarium

are self-guided, and Smith recommends
groups spend two hours at the aquarium.
“We hope that students take away
a greater appreciation for the world’s
oceans and a better understanding of
how to protect them moving forward,”
Smith said. n
New England Aquarium
617-973-5200
neaq.org
From left: S. Cheng, New England Aquarium (2)

ce l e brate 2 5 ye ars o f k e ith lo ckhart

Bring your groups to historic
Symphony Hall

The only way to
hear Boston!
KEITH LOCKHART CONDUCTOR · JOHN WILLIAMS CONDUCTOR LAUREATE

2020 season may–june
800-933-4255 · bostonpops.org
groupsales@bso.org

opening night and
season sponsor
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NEW ENGLAND

Celebrate a president’s legacy in Boston
Situated on a 10-acre park in Boston,
Massachusetts, The John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum is an
institution dedicated to the memory of
the nation’s 35th president.
The museum implements numerous
programs that allow students to explore
the administration, life and legacy of
President John F. Kennedy through
interactive activities.
“Though over 50 years have passed
since President Kennedy’s administration, the ideas he espoused live on today,” said Ian Sheperd, visitor operations
manager at the JFK Presidential Library
and Museum.
During the school year, the library’s
Department of Education and Public
Programs offers various programs catered to students of different age groups.
With the use of interactive displays
and high-resolution, large-screen projections, students can explore an array of
artifacts, documents and video footage
pertaining to President Kennedy’s policies. Students gain an understanding of
the historical and cultural background
that influenced his administration.
The guided programs are divided

between middle and high school groups,
with a variety of activities for each age
group including Report Card for the
President for middle schoolers, and Approaching a DBQ: An Introduction for
AP Students for high schoolers. These
activities are meant for students to use
their critical thinking skills and actively

The John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum
617-524-1589
jfklibrary.org
The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
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participate in the exhibits.
“There is something for everyone
here at the John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library,” Sheperd said.
In addition to the structured programs, there are supplemental exhibits
and displays students enjoy, such as the
secret recordings taken by President
Kennedy during the Cuban Missile Crisis, the fashion of First Lady Jacqueline
Kennedy and an exploration of the life
of Ernest Hemingway.
“We hope all of our visitors walk
away with a deeper understanding of
President Kennedy’s life, administration and commitment to public service,
as well as an inspiration to learn more,”
Sheperd said.
Student group visits are held on
weekday mornings. Guided programs accommodate approximately
60 students and supervisors, whereas
self-guided programs allow up to 135
students and 15 supervisors. n

NEW ENGLAND

Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry
pulls all the strings in Connecticut
The art of puppetry takes center
stage at Ballard Institute and Museum
of Puppetry in Storrs, Connecticut. The
institute, part of the School of Fine Arts
at the University of Connecticut, holds a
collection of over 3,500 puppets from all
over the world. And, it’s also Connecticut’s State Puppet Museum.
“The Ballard Institute offers opportunities for groups to tour current exhibitions and complete puppet-building
workshops,” said John Bell, museum
director. “Visitors learn about the global
scope of puppetry and how it permeates
into a variety of cultural, political and
artistic aspects of society and also about
the diversity of the art form.”
The institute is named after the late
Frank Ballard, a puppeteer, designer/
director and teacher who founded
UConn’s Puppet Arts Program, which
he directed until his retirement.
In addition to puppets themselves,
students visiting the Ballard Institute
will find an archive of books, manuscripts, posters, drawings, audio-visual
materials and photographs all covering
the history of puppetry.
“We offer tours and puppet-building
workshops, including rod puppet, shad-

ow puppet, hand puppet, mask and toy
theater workshops,” Bell said. “Student
groups enjoy the workshops where they
learn to build and perform with their
own puppets.”
The Ballard Institute curates and
produces exhibitions of puppetry, both
at the Ballard Museum and for touring
across the United States. The institute
also offers artists’ forums, film showings, performances, and other events
and programs that promote the art of
puppetry as a 21st-century art form with
deep historic and global roots.
“We hope that students take away a
better understanding and greater appreciation for the uniqueness and diversity
of this art form,” Bell said. “We would
like students to understand the breadth
of puppetry, the various techniques used
and the skill that is required.”
For workshops, Ballard Institute
can accommodate 35 students at a
time. Larger groups can be broken into
smaller groups, with arrangements made
for visits elsewhere at UConn.
Private tours last approximately an
hour. A combined tour and workshop
visit can last between 1½ and three hours.
Self-guided visits also are welcome. n

Ballard Institute and Museum
of Puppetry
860-486-8580
bimp.uconn.edu
Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1 12/19

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum

We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

19 1/2 Washington Square North
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Translated into French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Japanese,
Cantonese & Mandarin

978.744.1692

salemwitchmuseum.com
Ballard Institute and Museum of Pupperty

Open Year Round i
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Stops

The Adirondack Coast

New York

New York’s Adirondack Coast
stretches across the western shores
of the beautiful Lake Champlain and
lies in the shadow of the Adirondack
Mountains. Spanning more than 6
million acres, the Adirondack Mountains
are home to the largest protected
natural area in the lower 48 of the
United States.
In the Adirondacks, students can
explore a 5 million-year-old chasm,
explore natural habitats and experience
life as it was 200 years ago.
In Lake Placid, students can visit the
site of two winter Olympic Games. They
can relive the “Miracle on Ice,” when
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America beat the Soviet Union in hockey
and went on to capture the gold medal.
“Whether they are enjoying outdoor
adventures by land, water or sky;
discovering the region’s rich history
while visiting celebrated museums
and colonial forts; or exploring the
quaint shops and dining experiences
that the 103 towns and villages in the
Adirondacks offer, students are bound to
enjoy the endless opportunities awaiting
them in the Adirondacks,” said Alyssa
Senecal, assistant director of tourism &
marketing at Adirondack Coast Visitors
Bureau.

Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau

FUN FACTS
• The Adirondack Park contains
85% of all wildernesses in the
Eastern United States.
• There are 2,000 mountains in
Adirondack Park; 100 of them
are more than 3,000 feet.
• The Adirondack Coast is one
of the largest apple producers in
the U.S.

Six Flags Great Escape
& Hurricane Harbor
Six Flags Great Escape & Hurricane
Harbor in Queensbury provides an ideal
adventure for students. The extraordinary
thrills create an unforgettable day of
memories. Teachers will appreciate the
ease of booking the trip and the savings
offered with special school rates. The
Great Escape also offers an interactive
classroom experience with real-life
examples of physics, chemistry, art and
business management. In-park catering
is available for groups of all sizes.

Ausable Chasm

The Wild Center

Adventure awaits at America’s oldest
natural attraction, Ausable Chasm —
now celebrating 150 years. Known as
the Grand Canyon of the Adirondacks,
the chasm offers up to 5 miles of
breathtaking hiking trails that wind
through and above it. Enjoy scenic river
floats that navigate deep within, through
the narrows of the Grand Flume and
currents of the Whirlpool Basin. Up the
ante with the exhilarating Adventure
Trail via ferrata, where a series of cable
bridges crisscross over the Ausable
River between the chasm rock walls.

The Wild Center encompasses
features of a nature museum, science
center, zoo, wildlife park and classroom.
The center, located in Tupper Lake,
includes 54,000 square feet of hands-on
exhibits, 115 acres of trails and access
to the Raquette River. Students can get
up close with over 400 animals, walk
above the trees and get a birds-eye view
of the Adirondacks on the award-winning
Wild Walk or take a paddling trip with a
naturalist. Other programs include liveanimal encounters, maple sugaring and
syrup making, green energy tours and
climate change topics.

5 STOPS
the Adirondack coast, New York
GO
Adirondack Experience
518-352-7311, ext. 115
theadkx.org

Whiteface Lake Placid

Adirondack Experience

Home to the greatest vertical drop
in the Northeast, Whiteface Mountain
in Wilmington offers 87 trails, 11 lifts
including a gondola, terrain parks,
adrenaline-pumping glades skiing and
six restaurants. Whiteface is an Olympic
Mountain, which means students can
carve the same turns as the world’s
best racers did in 1932 and 1980. The
mountain also offers summer activities,
including the Adventure Zone, downhill
mountain biking and scenic gondola rides.

At the Adirondack Experience,
formerly known as Adirondack Museum,
students learn about the history of
the Adirondacks through exhibits and
displays. Set on 121 sprawling acres,
the experience in Blue Mountain Lake
includes more than 12 buildings and
exhibition spaces that offer activities like
feeding trout, bird watching, interacting
with craftsmen and strolling galleries
of art and artifacts. Student programs
include Adirondack Undead: The
Wilderness Survival Experience, The
Naturalist Experience and The Free
Spirit Experience.

Ausable Chasm
518-834-7454
ausablechasm.com
Six Flags Great Escape
& Hurricane Harbor
518-792-3500, ext. 3361
sixflags.com/greatescape
Whiteface Lake Placid
518-523-1655, ext. 5348
whiteface.com
The Wild Center
518-359-7800
wildcenter.org

ASK
Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau
518-563-1000
goadirondack.com

Clockwise from top left: Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau (2), The Wild Center, Adirondack Coast Visitors Bureau, Whiteface Lake Placid
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 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

wilmington
delaware

NATURAL HISTORY
At the Delaware Museum
of Natural History,
students investigate
nature and science in
indoor and outdoor settings. Museum
highlights include natural history exhibits,
a meadow, a STEAM trail, a pollinator
garden, interactive labs, habitats from
around the globe and the only permanent
dinosaur collection in the state. Middle
school students can participate in
Discovery Tours on different curriculum
topics, while older students can take
a guided tour for up-close views of
specimens not on display.

STEM
Delaware Museum
of Natural History

Hagley Museum and Library

Delaware Museum
of Natural History

Located on 235 acres
along the banks of the
Brandywine, Hagley
Museum and Library is
the site of the gunpowder works founded
by E. I. du Pont in 1802. This example
of early American industry includes
restored mills, a workers’ community, and
the ancestral home and gardens of the
du Pont family. Middle and high school
programs focus on STEM and history
topics, including waterpower, simple
machines and the Industrial Revolution.

CIVICS
The New Castle Court
House, located in the
heart of the historic City
of New Castle, is one
of the oldest surviving courthouses in
the United States. The courthouse was
Delaware’s first capitol building and
meeting place for the colonial and first
state assembly. It also was the location
of several events involving slavery and
the Underground Railroad. Guided tours
and exhibitions highlight Delaware’s
courts and assembly, as well as social,
cultural, archaeological and Underground
Railroad history.

Historic New Castle

Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Greater Wilmington Convention
& Visitors Bureau
800-489-6664
visitwilmingtonde.com
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Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad Visitor Center
separates myth from fact
Although Harriet Tubman was born
into slavery in Dorchester County,
Maryland, she became a “conductor”
on the Underground Railroad, military
leader and suffragist. When she planned
and led an armed raid along South
Carolina’s Combahee River, she became
the first woman to do so in United States
military history.
At Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad Visitor Center in Church
Creek, Maryland, details of Tubman’s life
are revealed in a dramatic, memorable
way.
The center helps students connect Tubman’s story to the landscape
of Maryland’s Eastern Shore and the
broader context of slavery and the Underground Railroad.
Student groups are welcome to explore the center’s exhibits and film, take
a walk in the legacy garden, or request a
program from National Park Service or
Maryland Park Service (MPS) staff.
“Our experience is emotive and
evocative,” said Angela Crenshaw, MPS
ranger/assistant manager. MPS manages
the center.
“We use music and singing and art
to make sure people get a true Tubman
experience,” Crenshaw said. “Then they
learn about her time spent on the Underground Railroad and her time during
the Civil War, where she led and executed an armed raid that emancipated
nearly 800 people. I think most people
think Harriet Tubman is the person who
created the Underground Railroad. That
was not true.”
The park is near Tubman’s birthplace
and where she received a horrific head
injury that nearly killed her, Crenshaw
said. The adolescent Tubman was at
the Bucktown village store where she
refused to grab and hold a slave as an
overseer wanted.
“He threw a two-pound weight at
her, hitting her just above her left eye,”

Crenshaw said. “It knocked her out. We
think she was left with temporal lobe
epilepsy, which impacted her for the rest
of her life.”
The park has a legacy garden, research library and museum store. During special times of the year, including
Black History Month, Harriet Tubman
Day and Emancipation Day, the park
offers ranger-led tours.
Free motorcoach parking is available
on-site. n
Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad Visitor Center
410-221-2290
nps.gov/hatu

CO M I N G S P R I N G 2 0 2 0

Visit TobysDinnerTheatre.com

TobysDinnerTheatre.com
for our entire 2020 season!

410-730-8311

Convenient to Washington, DC
Baltimore & Annapolis, MD

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change. • Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Bring your groups to Washington
DC’s most interactive museum.
Solve a crime in our Take the Case
exhibit or work as a dispatcher in
our 911 Emergency Ops.
LawEnforcementMuseum.org/Groups
444 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
For more information contact Ali Brewer
at 202-737-7498 or abrewer@nleomf.org
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Maryland Science Center focuses
on open-ended exploration
Innovative exhibits welcome students to Maryland Science Center in
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. With topics
including astronomy, paleontology,
physics and the human body, the center’s exhibits demonstrate the wonders
of science across three levels.
The center originated as the Maryland Academy of Sciences in 1797. It is
Maryland’s oldest scientific institution
and one of the oldest such institutions in
the nation.
Touring the museum is a self-guided
experience. In the “Science Aglow”
exhibit, students are introduced to
the electromagnetic spectrum, with
an emphasis on visible light and its
interactions with mirrors, motion and
time. Students discover the ingredients
of a comet, understand the vacuum
of space, and simulate experiments

Maryland Science Center

done by NASA probes and rovers with
“SpaceLink.” The “Your Body: The Inside
Story” exhibit explores a day in the life

of a human being, with an emphasis on
the sounds, smells, sights and sensations
of everyday life.

One of the Top Ten
Science Centers in the U.S.
– Parent’s Magazine

MD Dept. of Natural Resources

Three floors of hands-on exhibits,
live science, digital planetarium
and IMAX films all under one roof.

TM

FUN BEACH
EXCITING BOARDWALK
HERITAGE EXPERIENCES
FESTIVALS & EVENTS
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CALL NORMA DOBROWOLSKI
800.626.2326
OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL

10/14/19 12:59 PM

Maryland Science Center
601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929

MID-ATLANTIC
“Our ‘Dinosaur Mysteries’ exhibit
is a real crowd-pleaser,” said Laurel
Wilcoxson, marketing manager at Maryland Science Center. “With over a dozen
full-size dinosaurs on display, there’s
plenty to discover. Everyone also always
has to take a ride on the Bed of Nails in
our body exhibit.”
The science center can accommodate
groups of up to 400 students. Student
groups should plan to spend at least two
hours at Maryland Science Center.
“Beyond the exploration of the
normal exhibits, we also offer tailored
classroom-based enrichment experiences, planetarium shows and IMAX
documentaries,” Wilcoxson said.
Enrichment experiences are smallgroup, classroom-style programs
designed to enhance the museum’s core
exhibits by offering in-depth content
and more hands-on examples of learning by doing.
Through the center’s exhibits and
programs, Wilcoxson hopes students
gain “inspiration to ask questions about
the world and the knowledge that STEM
is all around them.”
On-site dining is available at Elements Cafe. A brown-bag lunch zone is
available for groups that wish to bring
their own lunch.
A comprehensive Field Trip Guide is
available for download on the Maryland
Science Center website. n
Maryland Science Center
410-545-5929
mdsci.org/learn

Maryland Science Center

EXPERIENCE HANDS-ON HISTORY PROGRAMS at the National
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, where students can follow in the
footsteps of the first American-born Saint, and at the National Museum
of Civil War Medicine. Dine at group friendly restaurants in historic
downtown Frederick. Located just 45 minutes from Gettysburg, PA and
Washington, DC, Frederick is your basecamp to educational exploration.
visitfrederick.org • 800-999-3613

Montgomery County, Maryland
is Next Door to Washington, DC.

MIDCOUNTY
UPCOUNTY

Here is a map to prove it.

GAITHERSBURG /
GERMANTOWN

EAST
COUNTY

ROCKVILLE
WHEATON/
KENSINGTON

VisitMontgomery.com

Contact Lee Callicutt for group tour ideas.
lcallicutt@visitmontgomery.com

BETHESDA /
CHEVY CHASE

SILVER SPRING/
TAKOMA PARK

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Uncover secrets at International Spy Museum
Students encounter a shadow world
— where all is not what it seems —
when they visit the International Spy
Museum in Washington, D.C.
The museum’s new 140,000-squarefoot, purpose-built facility opened in
May. Interactive exhibits and the world’s
largest public display of authentic spy

Element Hotels
Extended Stay Reimagined

tools and gadgets are augmented by
first-person accounts from real spies
along with RFID technology that invite
students to undertake their own spy missions.
The museum recommends student
groups spend about 90 minutes to two
hours in the museum to fully experience
the exhibits.
Hands-on, on-site student workshops
meet national curriculum and Common
Core Standards. Subjects include the
Cuban Missile Crisis, spy science, codebreaking and the forensics of espionage.
The new International Spy Museum
at L’Enfant Plaza — just steps away from
the National Mall and The Wharf —
was designed by architect Rogers Stirk
Harbour + Partners to provide more
than twice the overall floor space of the
museum’s original home.
New exhibits showcase the varied
ways technology is transforming the
craft of intelligence and spying, as well
as placing a spotlight on intelligence failures and successes throughout history.
The museum presents the nuts and

bolts of intelligence work and stories of
individual courage, risk and betrayal. A
new gallery takes a close look at the analysts who make sense of incoming information, helping leaders make decisions
that can sometimes mean life-or-death.
“The opening of the expanded International Spy Museum could not come
at a more important time, as we are
confronted by the outcomes of espionage not only for governments, nations
and non-state actors, but the daily
lives of everyone across the globe,” said
Colonel (Ret) Christopher P. Costa,
executive director of the museum. “It’s
our privilege at the museum to responsibly and impartially share the world
of spying with the public and give
everyone access to the facts behind the
intelligence work that shapes our lives
and world.” n
International Spy Museum
202-654-2844
spymuseum.org

Revitalize your stay with
a complimentary full hot
breakfast and bus parking,
fast & free WiFi, and more.
Find Prudential Center,
NJPAC, and Manhattan
just minutes away.
Book our best rates and
special packages at
elementharrisonnewark.com
or call 973 484 1500.
Element Harrison-Newark
399 Somerset Street
Harrison, NJ 07029
elementhotels.com 1 877 element

©2019 Marriott Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. For full terms & conditions visit
elementharrisonnewark.com

Nic Lehoux, courtesy of Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners (RSHP)
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Apollo Theater shares legacy through
student tours, performances
History and performing arts come
alive at New York City’s Apollo Theater,
located in Harlem. The theater, listed on
the National Register of Historic Places,
serves as a center of innovation and a
creative catalyst for Harlem, the city of
New York and the world.
The theater opened its doors in 1934
and became one of the first integrated
theaters in New York. It is one of the
only institutions in the nation where
emerging talent and legendary performers share the same stage. The theater
celebrates the work of up-and-coming
artists from all backgrounds.
With music as its core, the Apollo
Theater’s season also includes film
screenings, dance and theatrical performances, and the spoken word. For
student groups, School Day Live performances are available, which provide
exciting opportunities to learn about
the arts, history and culture. Pre-performance curriculum guides are available
prior to each performance.
“We have a very robust education
department that reaches out to students
as well as has students visit the Apollo
for tours and attend our School Day
Live performances,” said Billy Mitchell,
historian and director of tours at Apollo
Theater. “These SDL performances
entertain and teach students about
the various areas of the entertainment
world, including production. They learn
through the arts how various cultures
are connected.”
In addition to watching performances, students can participate in hourlong
guided tours of the theater. Tours can
accommodate 30 students at a time.
“On our Apollo Historic Tour, most
students’ favorite experience is to be able
to stand on the Apollo stage and perhaps
sing a song, dance, tell a joke, rap or
recite their favorite poem,” Mitchell said.
“They absolutely love the opportunity to
do that!
“We hope that the students will take
away from the tour that they have visited

one of the greatest historic city, state and
national landmark theaters in the country and share what they have learned
with their friends in the hope that they
will visit one day as well.”
The Apollo is currently undertaking
the initial phase of its transformation
into the Apollo Performing Ars Center
through two new theaters within the
Victoria Theater Redevelopment Project.
Scheduled to open in fall 2020, the new
theaters will allow the nonprofit Apollo
Theater, which will operate the spaces,
to increase the number of programming, and educational and community
programs it offers. n
Apollo Theater
212-531-5363
apollotheater.org/education

Sanden Wolff Productions
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The Andy Warhol Museum fuels creativity
Holding the largest collection of
Andy Warhol’s artworks and archival
materials, The Andy Warhol Museum
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is one of
the most comprehensive single-artist
museums in the world and the largest in
North America.
“The Warhol is a unique, single-artist

museum that is ever-changing and constantly realigning itself to contemporary
culture,” said Nicole Dezelon, associate
director of learning. “No trip to Pittsburgh is complete without a visit to The
Andy Warhol Museum.”
Students can take guided gallery
tours and participate in three-hour,

hands-on workshops at the museum.
“Our education team of professional
artist educators works closely with
teachers and group leaders to develop
gallery and studio experiences that are
relevant, engaging and developmentally
appropriate,” Dezelon said. “Since Warhol was a multidisciplinary artist, our

TOUR THE HOME OF THE
27-TIME WORLD CHAMPION

TICKETS START AT $20!
FOR GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE,
PLEASE CONTACT US AT
646-977-TOUR
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tours and workshops can be tailored to
fit any curriculum from art and history
to science and math.
“Students tend to favor the threehour workshop since it involves an artmaking component in addition to the
museum tour. Students enjoy learning
about the silk-screen printing process
and making a silk-screen print in the
style of Warhol.”
Andy Warhol was an American
artist, producer and director who was a
leading figure in the visual arts movement also known as pop art.
His artworks explore the relationship
between artistic expression, advertising
and pop culture that flourished in the
1960s, and span a variety of media, including silk-screen printing, photography, painting, sculpture and film. Some
of his most well-known works include
the silk-screen paintings Marilyn Diptych and Campbell’s Soup Cans.
“Hopefully students will learn more
about the pop art movement, why War-

The Warhol

hol is considered to be one of the most
important artists of the 20th century,
and Warhol’s continual relevance in
the art world and pop culture today,”
Dezelon said.
The Andy Warhol Museum can accommodate large groups and will split

groups into 20 students per artist educator for tours and workshops. n
The Andy Warhol Museum
412-237-8300
warhol.org/educators
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NYC tour emphasizes Wall Street’s
captivating history
The eight-block stretch in New
York City known as Wall Street bears
a history of financial affluence and
turmoil. The Wall Street Experience – an
organization that offers financial-based
walking tours – ensures that the story of
Wall Street remains relevant and alive
today and into the future.
“Our tours give a perspective not
found on other tours,” said Tom Comerford, director of operations at the Wall
Street Experience. “We have a passion
for showing students all that Wall Street
has to offer.”
The Wall Street Experience offers
four different tours, one being the Wall
Street Insider tour, a perfect program for
middle and high school-age groups.
This tour takes students to historical
and commemorative sights on and near
Wall Street, like the New York Stock Exchange, Federal Hall, The Charging Bull,
The Federal Reserve Bank, Trinity Church
and the grave of Alexander Hamilton.
“We detail all the amazing history
of Wall Street from the Dutch Colonial
times through today,” Comerford said.
“Every step you take is in the footsteps
of our Founding Fathers and the Titans
of Finance that followed them.”
Students can see where the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were ratified and venture where billion-dollar
deals are negotiated, and the fate of the
economy is determined.

Charging Bull statue

The Wall Street Experience

Tours are led by industry professionals, many of whom were once traders,
and provide a unique and up-close
perspective on Wall Street.
In addition to the tour, students
enjoy the ever-popular Trading Game, a
team-based interactive activity that allows them to experience the liveliness of
the trading pits while developing team
strategy, negotiation and communication skills within a 15-minute period.
“The Trading Game is always popular with students, but also how we make

history come to life,” Comerford said.
“Everyone walks away with a deeper
understanding of Wall Street, history
and the global community that binds us
all together.”
The Wall Street Experience can accommodate groups of 200 or more for
a 90-minute experience, including the
tour and the Trading Game. n
The Wall Street Experience
212-608-0130
thewallstreetexperience.com/schools

Book Your Animation Group Destination!
From rooms to restaurants, you can • Eat • Sleep • Cartoon!

CartoonNetworkHotel.com l t f

2285 Lincoln Highway East | Lancaster PA 17602 | SALES DEPARTMENT: 717-925-7834
TM & © 2019 Cartoon Network

40

Winter 2019 • studentgrouptour.com

MID-ATLANTIC

VISIT THE TOP OF THE WORLD
WITH YOUR GROUP TODAY!
∫ Lunch combos available
∫ STEM aligned educational guide
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:

GROUPS@ONEWORLDOBSERVATORY.COM
& use code: STUDENT20

ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY
ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER
117 WEST STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007

plan epic trips.
get more:
•
•
•
•

Exciting trip itineraries
Travel tips from tour experts
Student-friendly destinations, restaurants and lodging
Tours focused on STEAM, performing arts and sports

studentgrouptour.com
Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Museum of the American Revolution
shares nation’s founding
At the Museum of the American
Revolution in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, students can smell the same type of
tea tossed into the Boston Harbor, touch
a piece of the Liberty Tree and see the
actual tent that George Washington slept
in during the war.

SPECIAL EXHIBITION

WHEN WOMEN
LOST THE VOTE

Dedicated to the memory of individuals who played a part in this pivotal
historical moment, the museum offers
students hands-on lessons focused on
exploring the diverse lives surrounding
the American Revolution.
“We tell the story differently in a way
that humanizes the men, women and
children of the Revolutionary era,” said
Adrienne Whaley, senior manager of
K–12 education at the Museum of the
American Revolution. “Students don’t
receive a didactic narrative but rather
are asked to participate in the creation
of knowledge with their group alongside
their educator.”
The museum offers multiple programs meant to steer students from the
general understandings of the American
Revolution and introduce them to a
myriad of individuals and opinions they

A Revolutionary Story, 1776-1807
AUGUST 22, 2020 - MARCH 29, 2021

Did you know, more than 100
years before the passage of
the Nineteenth Amendment,
women legally voted in New
Jersey? Or that their right to
vote was taken away in 1807?

DISCOVER THEIR STORIES.

Explore America’s
Most Historic Prison
Customized, private
group tours are led by a
member of our expert staff.

BOOK YOUR
GROUP VISIT TODAY!
groups@amrevmuseum.org
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2027 Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
(215) 309-4900
www.EasternState.org
grouptours@easternstate.org

Museum of the American Revolution

can empathize with through dynamic
and critical-thinking activities.
The Through Their Eyes: Major
Causes and Events of the American
Revolution program is the museum’s
core experience in which each student
receives a character card featuring
information about a real historical figure
who lived during the Revolutionary era.
As they move through the galleries, students are asked to analyze what life was
like for their character and see history
through a personal lens.
Students also have the opportunity to
extend their research beyond the galleries
and into the museum’s classrooms with
engaging activities, like the Thinking Like
a Historian or Feeding the Army: An
Economics Dilemma programs.
“Hopefully, the Revolution becomes
more vivid, the stakes become more
intense, and the overarching story of
the Revolution — and its ongoing relevance — take on much more meaning,”
Whaley said.
The Museum of the American Revolution can admit up to 100 students and
chaperones every 20 minutes. Larger
groups are divided into groups of 15–18.
The Through Their Eyes program lasts
around two hours, and the optional classroom activities take an additional hour. n
Museum of the American Revolution
267-579-3623
amrevmuseum.org/
education-museum

PHILADELPHIA.
AT LEAST THAT’S WHAT
THE KIDS TELL US.
Kids are like sponges. So take ‘em someplace where
they can really soak up the fun. Yep, we’re talking
Philadelphia.
Think of us as your Philadelphia concierge, providing
local contacts, recommending attractions and
itineraries, and cluing you in on where to stay and eat.
Plan your tours today at discoverphl.com/groups
or call Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312.

THE

HIGH
POINT
OF ANY TRIP

Shockingly

awesome views!
Perfect for Both Student and Adult Groups

PhillyFromTheTop.com

For More Information or to Book Your Group
Contact Diane Meglino at Diane@PhillyFromTheTop.com or 215-845-4160

YOUR CIVICS
EDUCATION
DESTINATION
BOOK
OUP
YOUR GR E
NC
EXPERIE
TODAY!

Independence Mall ê Philadelphia, PA
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Synetic Theater introduces music, dance
and visual arts to classroom setting
Established in 2001, Synetic Theater
in Arlington, Virginia, received national
recognition for its debut performance of
the first wordless Shakespeare production, Hamlet…the rest is silence.
Founders Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili
moved to the United States from Georgia
in the 1990s. Their vision was to combine
the theatrical and dance traditions of
the Caucasus (the area situated between
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea) with
uniquely American styles to tell classic
stories through movement, music, technology and visual arts.
“Our goal is to create unforgettable
experiences for our audiences,” said
Alysa Turner, digital marketing and
communications consultant at Synetic
Theater. “We do this by producing dynamic and visceral plays.”
Along with their main stage productions, Synetic Theater offers weekday
matinees and a variety of workshops for
middle and high school groups. These
classes are geared toward helping students
create personal connections to their subject material, specifically classic literature.
“Synetic’s pedagogical methods motivate students to find personal empowerment through self-expression; search
for answers to important questions
through the cooperative artistic process;
and cultivate compassion, empathy and
understanding through physical theater
arts,” Turner said.
Workshop options range from intro-
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Synetic Theater

level physical theater lessons to dance
and aerobatics classes. More advanced
workshops implement improvisational
and devising techniques.
A favorite for many student groups
is the Synetic 101 Workshop, where they
play games, learn techniques and experience what it is like to be part of a Synetic
rehearsal, all instructed by the actors
students see on stage.
Synetic Theater also provides a touring production of The Miraculous Magic
Balloon, a performance that has previously toured around the world. Now, the
production can be performed on-site at
schools and be paired with a workshop,
if desired.
“Something magical happens when

people come together and watch a show
as a community,” Turner said. “The hope
is that we at Synetic Theater will foster a
love for the arts.”
For performances, Synetic Theater
can seat up to 350 audience members,
and can accommodate 50 participants
for workshops in-house.
Performances last 90–100 minutes
with no intermission, whereas workshops can be designed to satisfy the
students’ schedule. n
Synetic Theater
703-824-8060
synetictheater.org/workshops

YOU WANT
TO SHOW THEM
AMERICA.

START AT THE
BEGINNING.

Williamsburg, VA
was ranked in the
Top 10 Student Travel
Destinations by SYTA

The past comes alive at the world’s largest living history museum, Colonial
Williamsburg. Travel back in time with your students to the 18th century,
and experience the dawn of America. Learn how things were made, discover
what the culture was all about and feel the passion of the people who turned
a colony into a country.
SPECIAL SAVINGS FOR GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE.

• TAKE TIME TO GO BACK •

© 2018 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

To begin planning your journey
to the past, call 1-800-228-8878,
groupsales@cwf.org, or
colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

TIS-4/17 12821738

5

Stops

Gatlinburg

T e n n e s s e e
Nestled at the entrance to the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
Gatlinburg attracts over 11 million
visitors a year. This little mountain town
in Tennessee welcomes all of its guests
with plenty of Southern charm and
Appalachian hospitality.
Gatlinburg is known for its outdoor
adventures, mountain heritage, and
traditional arts and crafts scene —
students will never run out of things to
do. Students can explore museums, dive
into aquatic life at Ripley’s Aquarium
of the Smokies and soar high on the
Gatlinburg SkyLift, all in one afternoon.
While strolling through downtown,
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students can explore the Great Smoky
Arts & Crafts Community — an 8-mile
stretch of over 100 shops featuring
craftspeople and artists. The community
is the largest gathering of independent
artisans in North America.
“Welcome to Gatlinburg, gateway to
Great Smoky Mountains National Park,”
said Mark Adams, CEO/president of
the Gatlinburg Convention and Visitors
Bureau. “Exciting adventures and learning
opportunities await visitors to Gatlinburg.
The variety of museums and attractions,
a world-class aquarium and the beauty
and endless diversity of the Great Smoky
Mountains will captivate student groups.”
Gatlinburg CVB

FUN FACTS
• Gatlinburg is located right in the
heart of the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park — the most-visited
national park in the United States.
• Ober Gatlinburg is the world’s
biggest artificial ski surface. The
5-acre artificial surface allows
people to ski all year round.

Ripley’s Aquarium
of the Smokies
Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies
is home to 10,000 exotic sea creatures
and 10 galleries showcasing the
underwater world across the seven
seas. Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies
offers classroom experiences to
students of all ages, designed to impart
the importance to protect and conserve
ocean environments. Most classroom
programs include one or more handson activities — all with a conservation
message. A self-guided tour can be
added to any classroom program.

Ripley’s Believe It or Not!

Sugarlands Visitor Center

“Believe It or Not” is a phrase coined
by Robert Ripley to challenge people
to believe his stories about his odd and
uncommon adventures while traveling to
more than 200 countries over 35 years.
One hundred years later, visitors to
Ripley’s Believe It or Not Odditorium in
Gatlinburg can experience firsthand the
fantastic collection of artifacts collected
by Ripley over the years. An educational
scavenger hunt also can be added to
every student visit.

The Sugarlands Visitor Center in
Gatlinburg is the perfect spot to begin
any Smoky Mountain visit. The visitor
center features knowledgeable rangers,
a gift shop, maps, restrooms, animal
exhibits, an informative museum and
a free movie. Student groups can stop
there to stretch their legs, get their
bearings and speak with experts about
their itineraries. Aside from the interior
exhibits, there also are three hikes
groups can take at the visitor center.

5 STOPS
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
GO
Anakeesta
865-325-2400
anakeesta.com

Gatlinburg SkyLift Park

Anakeesta

Founded in 1954, Gatlinburg
SkyLift Park offers stunning views
and unforgettable experiences in
the Smokies. The Gatlinburg SkyLift
carries guests from the heart of
town up 500 vertical feet to the top
of Crockett Mountain. Renovated in
2019, Gatlinburg SkyLift Park now
offers a SkyDeck observation area and
SkyBridge — the longest pedestrian
suspension bridge in North America —
to the millions of people who visit the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
each year.

At Anakeesta, students are immersed
in the beauty and adventure of the great
outdoors. The theme park includes a
scenic ride via chondolas or adventure
trucks to the summit of Anakeesata
Mountain, where groups will enter Firefly
Village. There, visitors can enjoy views
of downtown Gatlinburg, shop and
dine. As for thrills, students can tackle
the dueling zip line, stroll along the
treetop skywalk or take on the single-rail
mountain coaster — the first of its kind in
the United States.

Clockwise from top left: Gatlinburg CVB (4), Anakeesta

Gatlinburg SkyLift Park
865-436-4307
gatlinburgskylift.com
Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies
888-240-1358, ext. 2156
ripleyaquariums.com
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!
888-240-1358, ext. 2156
ripleys.com/gatlinburg
Sugarlands Visitor Center
865-436-1200
nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit
/visitorcenters.htm

ASK
Gatlinburg Convention and Visitors Bureau
865-436-4178
gatlinburg.com

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar

47

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

Louisville
Kentucky

HISTORY
An affiliate of the
Smithsonian Institution, the
Frazier History Museum
documents and reinterprets
stories from history using artifacts,
exhibitions and live daily interpretations
by a talented staff of teaching artists.
The permanent collection features a
wide array of historically significant arms
and artifacts of American, American
Indian, Asian and European origin. Arms
of notable provenance include Teddy
Roosevelt’s “Big Stick,” Custer’s pistols
and Geronimo’s bow and arrows.

SPORTS
Frazier History Museum

Muhammad Ali Center

Louisville

The Muhammad Ali
Center is a multicultural
center with an awardwinning museum dedicated
to the life and legacy of professional
boxer, activist and philanthropist,
Muhammad Ali. The center’s museum
captures the inspiration derived from
the story of Muhammad Ali’s incredible
life and the Six Core Principles —
Confidence, Conviction, Dedication,
Giving, Respect and Spirituality — that
fueled his journey. Interactive student
visits allow groups to explore Ali’s legacy.

ENTERTAINMENT
Steamboat travel and
transportation revolutionized
the Ohio River, Louisville
and the nation. To board
the Belle of Louisville is to do more
than to see Louisville and the Ohio River
from a unique perspective — it’s also
to step into a piece of living American
history. Students can go back in time
with a relaxing, two-hour river cruise
and escape the hustle and bustle of
everyday life. A variety of cruise options
are offered. n

Belle of Louisville

Louisville Tourism
888-568-4784
gotolouisville.com

Louisville Tourism
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CVB-Stu

Come to the place

WHERE DREAMS ARE BUILT.
BY THEM.

With a thousand motorcycles on display, and activities such as Build-a-Bike and Diagnose-a-Bike, the Barber Vintage
Motorsports Museum makes for more than a field trip. It’s a hands-on, high-horsepower learning experience that they’ll
talk about for years to come. Bring your student groups to the place where their dreams can be fueled. Right here at
The Dinner Table of the South.
inbirmingham.com/SGT2 | 800 - 458 - 8085

GREATER BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

CVB-Student Group Tours-9-30-2019.indd 1

9/30/19 10:22 AM

SOUTHEAST

Discover world history in Fulton, Missouri
Nestled in the rolling hills of central
Missouri, Fulton is full of history. Located 4 miles south of Interstate 70 on
Highway 54, Fulton is the home of the
National Churchill Museum.
On March 5, 1946, U.S. President
Harry S. Truman hosted Sir Winston
Churchill at Fulton’s Westminster College. Churchill’s address, known as the
“Iron Curtain Speech,” marked the start
of the Cold War.
The National Churchill Museum is
housed under the Church of St. Mary
the Virgin, Aldermanbury on the college’s campus. The Christopher Wrendesigned church was brought over from
London and reconstructed brick by
brick in Fulton in the 1960s after being
damaged in World War II.
The 32-foot-long Breakthrough sculpture on the museum grounds was created from eight sections of the original
Berlin Wall. The sculpture by Edwina

Notley Hawkins for VisitFulton

Sandys, Churchill’s granddaughter, is a
memorial to the end of the Cold War.
Students can walk right up to the wall
and walk through it.

New Group Experiences in
Gulf Shores

There are two more reasons to bring your educational and adult groups to
Alabama’s coast.
• Jean Michel Cousteau’s Ambassador of the Environment at the Gulf
Coast Center for Ecotourism & Sustainability.
• The Learning Campus at Gulf State Park with day and
overnight nature programs throughout the year.
Rosemary Judkins • 334.242.4493
Alabama Tourism Department
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“They can touch and see the colorful graffiti on the west side versus the
stark gray of the east side,” said Renee
Graham, Fulton’s tourism director. “I

SOUTHEAST

feel the Berlin Wall sculpture is relevant
as our country is currently discussing
the idea of building new walls.”
The National Churchill Museum
offers a variety of activities for schools.
Graham highly recommends the organ
concert, especially for music groups.
Students learn how the original organ
sounded like a great, dying beast as the
church went up in flames during the blitz
in World War II. They can look at the
restored organ and see that the black and
white keys are reversed and learn why.

Courtesy of National Churchill Museum

“The museum itself is interesting because of the video and sound experience
of what it was like during war time,”
Graham said.
A restored 1920 theater, the Brick
District Playhouse hosts children’s
theater workshops and productions. The
playhouse is located in Fulton’s downtown Brick District and makes a good
venue for performance groups.
“Depending on the size of the group,
we could schedule several interactive art
experiences at our Art House gallery, the
jewelry making bar at a top Etsy supplier, making custom ornaments or other
pieces at Fab Station,” Graham said. “Not
to mention, we could get sweet treats at
Lulu’s Frozen Yogurt or ice cream from a
1940s drug store soda fountain.” n
Fulton-Callaway County Tourism
573-642-7692
visitfulton.com

Notley Hawkins for VisitFulton

Explore an authentically recreated Alabama cave at the
Cook Museum of Natural Science.

Watch nature take flight at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge on
January 11-12, 2020, for the Festival of the Cranes.
CREATE YOUR WINTER ADVENTURE

CALL US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR GROUP TOUR!
800.524.6181
WWW.DECATURCVB.ORG

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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Step back in time at Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage
Located right outside of Nashville,
Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage offers endless opportunities for students to engage
in some hands-on learning.
“We strive to provide as many ‘outof-classroom’ experiences as we can,”
said Erin Adams, director of education for Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage.

We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips fly as we create
bats for baseball’s best, enjoy
engaging exhibits and take home
free mini-bats! We can customize
your tour based on your interests
and are proud to partner with other
local favorites to offer dining and
attraction packages.

“Students can take a walking tour of
slavery-related sites on the farm. They
can practice the skills of an archaeologist
by participating in a mock excavation.
They can work in teams to create stories
about Andrew Jackson in the War of
1812. They can learn to raise, lower and
fold the American flag. Wagon rides
are available as well as The Duel and
Horse Race re-enactments, which bring
students directly into the action of life in
the 19th century.”
A visit to the Hermitage gives students an in-depth look into Jackson’s life
and legacy as the seventh president of
the United States. As Jackson’s homeplace, the Hermitage occupies 1,120
acres for groups to explore. The Hermitage opened in 1889, making it one of the
oldest and largest historic site museums
in the United States.
“When a teacher books an educational program, they are signing the
students up for a guided exploration of
historical documents, images and artifacts that reveal more about Jackson’s life
and time,” Adams said. “Our educators
facilitate learning through games, conversation, art projects and language arts.
Topics covered include the difficult ones,
such as slavery and Indian Removal,
as well as childhood on the plantation,

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates
Custom group tours
Package tours also available

Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com
502.588.7227

Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage
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archaeology and civics education.
“Our primary goal is to provide students with activities that allow them to
exercise their historical thinking skills:
analyzing resources; synthesizing data;
developing empathy; structuring arguments; recognizing continuity, change
and compromise; and making the past
relevant to the present and future.”
Adams recommends educators book
visits as early as possible, with March,
May and October being the busiest
months. Discounts are offered for student groups for 15 or more. n
Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage
615-889-2941, ext. 241
thehermitage.com/education

SOUTHEAST

Rev up a tour at Charlotte Motor Speedway
Students can reach high speeds on
a behind-the-scenes tour of Charlotte
Motor Speedway. Located in Concord,
North Carolina, the speedway offers a
variety of educational opportunities for
visiting student groups.
“Charlotte Motor Speedway offers
several options through our STEM program,” said Lindsay Metcalfe, senior director of guest services at Charlotte Motor Speedway. “We have a daily STEM
field trip that attracts more than 20,000
students every year. This past fall, we
launched our Mobile STEM Program,
concentrating on elementary schoolaged students as well as a project-based
curriculum for high school students. We
have students who visit us from South
Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, Ohio and
even as far away as China.”
Charlotte Motor Speedway hosts
three premier NASCAR events each
year: the NASCAR All-Star Race, the
Coca-Cola 600 and the Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400, as well as over three
dozen other events for automotive and
motorsports enthusiasts.
Tucked right in the heart of NASCAR
country, the superspeedway is the only
destination where fans can immerse in
the sport by going to a racing event, visit
race team shops and explore the NASCAR Hall of Fame — all in one trip.
A visit to the speedway gives students
an up-close, exciting look at motorsports, physics and engineering.
“Students are fascinated by the many
different components in the world of
motorsports,” Metcalfe said. “The aspects of STEM relate to the racing world
in numerous categories, including car
design and team strategy. Students not
only learn the physics and engineering
behind racing, but learn the essence of
teamwork and critical thinking that is
vital to success. The day is topped off
with an experience the students will
never forget — taking a thrilling lap
around the 1.5-mile speedway to feel the
speed and acceleration firsthand.”
The Charlotte Motor Speedway complex is spread over nearly 2,000 acres and

Charlotte Motor Speedway

includes a 2.25-mile road course, a sixtenths-mile karting layout and a quartermile oval within the walls of the 1.5-mile
superspeedway. Trips can be booked up
to a year in advance and special pricing is

offered for student groups. n
Charlotte Motor Speedway
800-455-3267
charlottemotorspeedway.com

Inspiring Students to
Achieve their Greatness
Explore our 2 1/2 levels of
award-winning exhibits and
discover Muhammad Ali
as global humanitarian,
heavyweight champion,
and cultural icon.

144 N. Sixth Street
Louisville, KY 40202
alicenter.org :: 502.584.9254
Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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New Orleans
Museum of Art
shares robust
collection
As the The Big Easy’s oldest fine arts
institution, the New Orleans Museum
of Art (NOMA) in Louisiana is home to
an expansive permanent collection of
almost 50,000 objects.
“New Orleans Museum of Art is an
encyclopedic art museum, which means
we feature works of art from all around
the world,” said Tracy Kennan, curator
of education at NOMA. “Students can
see art from a wide variety of cultures
and time periods on a visit to NOMA.”
The museum’s collection is known
for its strengths in American and French
art, glass, photography, and Japanese
and African works. Student tours of the
museum can either be guided or self-led.
“Guided discussions about works of

art encourage students to make observations, build connections and think critically,” Kennan said. “For guided visits,
knowledgeable guides engage small
groups in age-appropriate discussions.
Tours are interactive, conversational and
aligned with educational standards for
visual arts, language arts, science and
social studies. We tailor each tour to the
grade level of the students.”
In addition to its robust collection,
NOMA houses the 12-acre Sydney and
Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden, one
of the most important sculpture gardens
in the United States. The garden has
more than 90 sculptures situated on a
landscaped site amongst meandering
footpaths, reflecting lagoons, Spanish moss-laden 200-year-old live oaks,

pines, magnolias, camellias and pedestrian bridges.
“Students love to explore the Sydney
and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden,”
Kennan said. “Our modern and contemporary galleries also are very popular.
Learning about art is learning about humanity. Taking the time to really make
observations and discuss works of art
with others can help us see things from
different points of view.”
Guided visits to the museum require
two weeks’ notice, and self-guided trips
must be booked at least 24 hours in
advance. n
New Orleans Museum of Art
504-658-4100
noma.org

Nic Lehoux, courtesy of Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners (RSHP)

54

Winter 2019 • studentgrouptour.com

SOUTHEAST

World’s first cable-to-rail zip line roller coaster
opens in Pigeon Forge
Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Show
& Adventure Park, located in the heart
of the Great Smoky Mountains, opened
the Flying Ox, the world’s first cable-torail zip line roller coaster, this past fall in
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
The Flying Ox zip line roller coaster
takes riders on a thrilling, 1,000-footlong ride 80 feet in the air above Lumberjack Square in the zip line position. Instead of traveling in a straight line, riders
wind, drop and soar through the air at 15
miles per hour. The Flying Ox combines
the thrill of zip lining with roller coaster
features into one attraction.
The new attraction was inspired by
the history of the local logging industry in Tennessee. Aside from heartpumping thrills, students also can enjoy
scenic views from the park’s 80-foot-tall
observation tower.

“With the addition of the Flying Ox,
Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Show &
Adventure Park is the only location in
the world where thrill-seekers can ride a
cable-to-rail zip line roller coaster,” said
Josh Mayberry, vice president of marketing at Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud
Show & Adventure Park. “Lumberjack
Square strives to provide a unique experience where guests can watch a lumberjack show then try their hand at some of
the competitive events they see performed by the professional lumberjacks.”
Students also can try out a log roll
and boom run while secured by harnesses that keep participants from landing in the water. A lumberjack-themed
ropes course, speed climb towers and
a simulated free-fall from an 80-foottall jump platform are other activities
groups can choose from.

Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Show
& Adventure Park

Early group reservations are encouraged, and discounted rates are offered
for groups of 15 or more guests. n
Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Show
& Adventure Park
865-366-3330
lumberjackfeud.com/groups

Dec • Jan • Feb • Mar
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5

Stops

Downtown Phoenix Skyline from Phoenix

Phoenix

A r i z o n a
Serene desert gardens, impressive
architecture, one-of-a-kind museums and
student-friendly dining make Phoenix a
must-visit for groups seeking a trek in
the West. With close proximity to bucketlist destinations like Grand Canyon
National Park and Sedona, it’s easy to
venture outside city limits and back into
Phoenix by night.
“Our destination is nestled in the
Sonoran Desert with more than 320
days of sunshine,” said Douglas
MacKenzie, director of media relations
at Visit Phoenix. “Phoenix is the ideal
city for student groups to both visit and
stay a couple nights. You can leave
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your parkas behind because our warm
weather is enjoyable year-round.”
Sports options include spring training
baseball games and golf, as well as
professional baseball, hockey, basketball
and football. And for those interested in
history and heritage, Phoenix’s Native
American culture shines and authentic
Latina murals dot the city’s downtown.
“And students won’t go hungry,”
MacKenzie said. “Affordable street tacos
are tasty and abundant. The vibrancy
of Arizona State University both in
downtown Phoenix and in Tempe help
make our entire area student-friendly.
Enjoy the sun and visit us soon.”
2018 d2prod.com, Murphy/Scully

FUN FACTS
• Phoenix is the United States’ fifthlargest city.
• The Phoenix Suns have brought
the NBA playoffs to Talking Stick
Resort Arena (formerly US Airways
Center) 29 times.
• The city is located in the Sonoran
Desert, which is one of the wettest
and greenest deserts in North
America.

Musical Instrument
Museum

Explore the musical instruments and
music of the world at Musical Instrument
Museum (MIM). The collections and
exhibitions act as a foundation for
teaching and learning through thoughtful
interpretation, program development
and hands-on musical encounters. More
than 6,800 instruments are displayed in
MIM’s five major Geographic Galleries.
Field trips include an orientation video,
museum tour, free-choice learning and
a visit to a hands-on gallery. Ask about
adding an Artist Residency Program to
the tour.

Taliesin West

Discover why Frank Lloyd Wright
called Taliesin West his “desert
laboratory.” Connected to the desert
from which it was forged, Taliesin West
was built almost entirely by Wright and
his apprentices. The Frank Lloyd Wright
Foundation’s Education Department
designs field trips for STEAM principles
and Next Generation Science Standards.
Programming at Taliesin West promotes
architecture engagement, organic
design, ecology and art at the historic
winter home and desert camp. Field trip
programs include an educational tour
and a learning lab.

Phoenix Zoo

Home to more than 3,000 animals
with nearly 400 represented species,
Phoenix Zoo offers a variety of
programs and materials to support
science and nature education. Go on a
guide-led, walking field trip to encourage
critical thinking and deductive
reasoning as students explore their
surroundings using multiple senses,
as well as actively view animals on
exhibit. Educators have the flexibility to
choose one tour from several different
programs, each covering a span of
animal and conservation sciences. Ask
about overnight camps.

5 STOPS
Phoenix, Arizona
GO
Desert Botanical Garden
480-941-1225
dbg.org

Mesa Arts Center

Less than a half hour from downtown
Phoenix, Mesa Arts Center is Arizona’s
largest arts center. It’s home to four
theaters, five art galleries and 14 art
studios. Visiting students can enjoy
live entertainment and performances,
world-class visual art exhibitions and
education classes. Campus tours also
are available. Classes, camps and
workshops range from ceramics and
literary arts to theater and music. Check
out the center’s performance calendar;
watch a live Student Show, specifically
designed for young audiences.

Desert Botanical Garden

Desert Botanical Garden offers
guided and self-guided field trips.
Nature workshops engage middle
school students in hands-on, inquirybased learning experiences with a
dose of fun in the Sonoran Desert.
Self-guided experiences are available to
students of all grade levels with teachers
and chaperones as guides. More than
50,000 plant displays are showcased in
the outdoor exhibits amid the red rocks
of the Papago Buttes. Stroll through
five thematic trails that explore towering
cacti, alluring succulents and brilliant
desert wildflowers.

Mesa Arts Center
480-644-6500
mesaartscenter.com
Musical Instrument Museum
480-245-6919
mim.org/education-overview
Phoenix Zoo
602-914-4333
phoenixzoo.org
Taliesin West
480-860-2700
franklloydwright.org/education

ASK
Visit Phoenix
602-254-6500
visitphoenix.com

Clockwise from top left: Visit Phoenix, Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Visit Phoenix/Phoenix Zoo, Adam Rodriguez, Mesa Arts Center
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ABILENE

PERFORMING ARTS
The Paramount theater
was designed and built in
1930, a time when moviegoing was meant to be a
grand experience. Today, the landmark
is an iconic example of a nostalgic
“atmospheric” movie theater. Restored
in 1987 and renovated to accommodate
live theater, it’s now home to a myriad of
events, including film, ballet and concerts.
Schedule a student visit around a live
performance; Chicago is set to hit the
stage in June 2020.

TEXAS

ENGLISH
Abilene’s historic
downtown is dotted with
bronze figures celebrating
popular children’s books.
With more than two dozen pieces, it’s
the largest public storybook sculpture
collection in the nation, earning Abilene
the title, “Storybook Capital of
America.” To learn what inspired this
collection, stop by the National Center
for Children’s Illustrated Literature
and see original artwork by acclaimed
illustrators.

The Paramount

HISTORY
Downtown Abilene

Green Eggs and Ham sculpture

Frontier Texas!

Experience the thrilling
brutality of life in the
untamed West. Frontier
Texas! is an interactive
history museum that uses full-sized
holographic imagery and theater to tell
real stories of early Texas. Meet Native
American chiefs, buffalo hunters, cattle
drivers and saloon keepers. Scope out a
collection of frontier firearms. The venue
includes the Texas Forts Trail Region
Visitor Center.
Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau
325-676-2556
abilenevisitors.com

Clockwise from top: Bill Dickinson, Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau, Frontier Texas!, J. Griffis Smith
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WEST

Toy and Action Figure Museum delights
students and educators alike
Now celebrating its 14th year, Pauls
Valley’s Toy & Action Figure Museum
has had visits from public and private
schools across Oklahoma; more than
50,000 people have stopped to see over
13,000 action figures and related toys.
It’s the world’s only museum devoted
solely to the art and collection of action
figures — and it’s bound to inspire creative thinkers and future toymakers.
“The idea behind the museum was to
present the art and sculpting of action
figures to the public — how toys are
designed, sculpted and manufactured,”
said Kevin Stark, curator. “But also to let
visitors connect with a part of their past
they might have forgotten about.
“We get many guests who are amazed
at how much of their childhood they
encounter at our museum,” he said. “We
believe that everyone can connect with

the feeling of seeing their favorite toy.”
The museum is divided into sections, including a collection of cartoon
artwork from Oklahoma illustrators,
and a room called the “Batcave” featuring every Batman-related collectable
imaginable. The museum’s focal point
is a sprawling central diorama featuring
thousands of figures from what seems
like every possible franchise.
“When groups come to the museum,
we give them a tour conducted by myself,
and I give them a background on the
museum and designing toys,” Stark said.
Stark has been designing toys since
1991 and has worked on several major toy
lines, such as the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles, Speed Racer and The Simpsons.
“I also set up an easel and drawing
paper, and have students help me design
a couple of action figures to show them

Jim Merithew/wired.com

what goes into the actual work of designing a figure,” he said. “We feel groups receive the best visit out of anyone because
of the special one-on-one attention.” n
Toy and Action Figure Museum
405-238-6300
toyandactionfiguremuseum.com

THE VIEW

IS JUST THE

BEGINNING

EXPERIENCE LA’S PREMIER
FIELD TRIP DESTINATION!

CALL 213-894-9000 EXT. 2
GROUPS@OUE-SKYSPACE.COM
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Engage in ocean conservation
at Oregon Coast Aquarium
A resource for ocean education,
conservation and animal rehabilitation,
Oregon Coast Aquarium in Newport,
Oregon, gives visiting students a unique
perspective on the Pacific Northwest.
The aquarium’s indoor exhibits feature
three galleries that represent the marine
life and habitats found in Oregon’s sandy
and rocky shores, and coastal waters.
Sally Compton, marketing and
communications manager, encourages
students to wander through the tunnels
of “Passages of the Deep,” an experience
that immerses visitors in the marine life
of the Oregon coast.
“The exhibit is designed for guests to
view the changing underwater landscape, starting with Oregon’s rocky
coastlines in the ‘Orford Reef ’ exhibit, out to the ‘Open Sea’ exhibit that
resembles the ocean environment far

offshore,” Compton said.
The 1.32 million-gallon tank features
habitats connected by a series of tunnels
that stretch underwater for 200 feet. Suspended 8 feet below the water’s surface
and 8 feet above the bottom, these tunnels create a sense of walking beneath
the sea and offer unobstructed views of
the thousands of sea creatures that call
these exhibits home.
Student groups looking for a
particularly in-depth experience can
even “Sleep in the Deep.” The professional and knowledgeable education
staff guides groups through an entire
sleepover experience right in the “Passages of the Deep” tunnels. Meals and
snacks, as well as a morning behind-thescenes experience, are included.
Other programs also align with state
and national standards, as well as with
national Ocean Literacy principles. Programs are hands-on and augment classroom instruction. Ocean Commotion,
a daytime program designed for 6th
through 8th graders, investigates marine
invertebrates from four phyla and how
they’ve adapted to a rough-and-tumble

Oregon Coast Aquarium
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environment.
The daytime Behind the Scenes Tour,
designed for 9th through 12th graders,
allows students to discover the science
of animal care, training and water quality. Participants discover career possibilities as they see what it takes to care for
more than 15,000 animals every day.
Situated on 39 acres overlooking
Yaquina Bay, Oregon Coast Aquarium
is adjacent to an estuary, and opposite
Newport’s Historic Bayfront and working harbor. n
Oregon Coast Aquarium
541-867-3474, ext. 1113
aquarium.org

WEST

Inspire future aviators at Museum of Flying
Experience Santa Monica, California’s rich history of aviation at the Museum of Flying, one of the largest collections of flight paraphernalia and aircraft
in the world. Originally established
in 1974 as the Douglas Museum and
Library, the museum was first opened
by the second president of the Douglas
Aircraft Company, Donald Douglas Jr.
“For the better part of 100 years, the
Douglas Aircraft Company represented
the best of aircraft manufacturing,” said
Mike Machat, curator at the Museum of
Flying. “Our museum has many artifacts
and company treasures, from airplane
furniture to aircraft switch boards to the
very 1951 boardroom roundtable where
more than 4,000 airliners were sold by
the Douglas Aircraft Company.”
Alongside a docent, students can
explore the 22,000-square-foot building
housing more than 200 artifacts. There’s
almost two-dozen aircraft, including a
replica Wright Flyer, an actual FedEx
727 nose section and a fascinating overview of the history of flight, including its
roots in Santa Monica, California.
The museum is an exciting opportunity for students to experience the allure
and excitement of aviation. One of the
most popular attractions, the MaxFlight
simulator, gives visitors a 360-degree,
interactive virtual reality experience
as they pitch and roll in a Boeing 737
airliner, an aerobatic plane and a F4U
Corsair American fighter aircraft,
among others.
The museum just opened its all-new
“Queens of the Sky” exhibit, which pays
tribute to historic and modern-day
women of aviation. The exhibit highlights the historical feats and accomplishments of some of the most influential female pilots, from Amelia Earhart
to the participants in the Women’s Air
Derby, the first official women-only,
transcontinental air race that left from
Santa Monica in 1929.
“Our new women in aviation exhibit
is arguably one of the most significant
exhibits we’ve ever opened at the Museum of Flying because we’re explaining

Museum of Flying

to young girls that they, too, can have
the same success in piloting as men
have,” Machat said.
Docent-led student tours last about
one hour and 20 minutes. Student
groups are requested to have at least one

chaperone for every three students. n
Museum of Flying
310-398-2500
museumofflying.org
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rhudson@epicwatersgp.com
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$24+

Per person
Blackout dates may apply

www.epicwatersgp.com
2970 Epic Place
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
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Australia
Eastern Australia guarantees
an educational adventure
By Michael McLaughlin
The Great Barrier Reef stretches for
1,430 miles off Australia’s Northern Coast.
The world’s largest monolith, Uluru,
dominates the interior of the world’s flattest, driest and largest inhabited island.
And Oceania’s most populous city, Sydney,
encircles the earth’s biggest natural harbor.
Australia is a land of superlatives.
As head of the middle school at Austin
Preparatory School in Reading, Massachusetts, I oversee the student body’s international travel opportunities. I was fortunate
to travel through Queensland and New
South Wales with a dozen students as
part of a one-week tour of Australia. Our
stories are now our souvenirs.

Surf’s up
With no shortage of coastline, Australia is a surfer’s paradise and inspires
new thrill-seekers to try and “hang 10.”
Within an hour of landing in Brisbane, our tour director Erica whisked us
north to the “Sunshine Coast.” A small
army of instructors from XL Surfing
Academy greeted us. This family-run
outfitter lives and breathes surfing and is
passionate about helping others develop
their skills in the sport. We were thrilled
to begin our first surfing lesson.
While students were paired with other
coaches, I was paired with former professional surfer and XL Surfing Academy
founder Robbie Sherwell. We began with
62
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a beach workout, where Robbie stressed
being centered on the boards and
reviewed the progression of movements
required to stand up on the board.
Pretty soon, it was time to put that
muscle memory to use. Robbie had
me paddle out beyond the whitewater
to catch a wave. On the first couple of
runs, my nerves got the best of me:
instant wipeout. Robbie was a patient
and encouraging coach, boosting my
confidence and adjusting my form.
His instruction paid off as the
afternoon drew to a close. I caught a
wave in the Goldilocks zone — one that
was just right! Over the break, Robbie
coached me to kneel, lunge, twist and
stand. Keeping my center of gravity low,
my head toward the shore and my arms
up, I was stoked to “shred the gnar.” The
photo one student snapped will definitely be framed for my office.

Nature immersion
Kingfisher Bay Resort provides a
tranquil retreat on Fraser Island.
A multi-stop coach tour showcases
a number of sights, but the pace can be
quick. Our stay at Kingfisher Bay Resort
was an invitation to unwind and rejuvenate.
After a poolside breakfast, we attended a ranger presentation about the
Fraser Island dingoes. These friendlylooking dogs are an apex predator, and a
pack of nearly 300 call the island home.

Opera House, Sydney

This new knowledge allowed the students to observe the creatures safely and
to understand their ecological role.
Later, a guided hike offered a naturalist’s eye to Fraser’s lush landscape. We
learned the distinctive marks found on
eucalyptus trees tell the life story of the
scribbly gym moth as it grows and feasts
on the bark.
A relaxing picnic lunch on an empty
beach provided time to soak in the sun.
With supervision, some students rented
paddle boards for a fun afternoon of
water sport. In the evening, our driver
Jimmy joined us on the pier to point out
the Southern Cross amidst the thousands
of stars that twinkled across the sky.
It is little wonder why Prince Harry
and Princess Meghan vacationed on
Fraser Island; it is a tropical paradise.

Michael McLaughlin

Clockwise from top: iStock (2), Michael McLaughlin
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Musical memories
The sail-shaped silhouette of the
Sydney Opera House is both an architectural icon and a modern marvel.
Hosting more than 2,000 events
annually, the Sydney Opera House is a
premier performance venue. My students and I thoroughly enjoyed a private
tour. We began in the Western Foyer,
where we learned Jorn Utzon’s architectural design was initially rejected by
three judges in the 1956 competition to
design the building. It was only because
the fourth judge arrived late and insisted

Fraser Island

on reviewing all the entries that Utzon’s
work was reconsidered.
The Studio is the Opera House’s most
flexible venue with a capacity to transform its seating, sound and stage to meet
the unique needs of each production. For
my students involved in performing arts,
learning about the creative team in the
drama theater piqued their interest.
I was keen to see the concert hall. The
venue accommodates an audience of
2,679. Features like a vaulted ceiling, white
birch timber and even the curvature of
each seat channel sound and contribute to
the space’s unparalleled acoustics.

Michael McLaughlin with student group, Sydney

Pack of dingoes, Fraser Island
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The tour ended with a special memory. As we gathered in the Joan Sutherland Theatre lobby, our guide invited
one of my students to sing. The student’s
rendition of Adele’s “Someone Like You”
reverberated in the space; with each
note, she grew more confident, ending
with a crescendo of sound and the biggest smile on her face.
The Sydney Opera House is a space
for extraordinary talent, thunderous
applause and treasured moments. It
was quite an experience for our tour to
transform into a performance in one of
the world’s most storied stages.

Clockwise from top: iStock, Michael McLaughlin, iStock

Stand-up paddleboarding, Fraser Island

Team spirit

Fraser Island

Fraser Island

Lord’s Cricket Grounds, Sydney
Michael McLaughlin

A night out at the Lord’s Cricket
Grounds in Sydney brought the Aussie
love of sport to life.
Our guide Erica was a sports enthusiast and arranged our tickets to watch the
hometown Sydney Swans take on the Gold
Coast Suns in Australian Rules Football.
The bright lights of the Lord’s Cricket
Grounds and 25,000 fans outfitted
in red and white created an electric
atmosphere. The students and I joined
the flock by decking ourselves in Swans
spirit gear as we took our seats.
One of my students studied up on
the game and was eager to share her
knowledge. With just a few terms explained, the game made sense, which, in
turn, made it more fun to watch.
A cross between soccer and rugby,
“footy” is a fast-paced game between
two teams of 18. The high-scoring
sport moves quickly with players kicking, throwing and catching the ball
in the oval field. Their aim is to score
points by sending the ball through the
uprights. The most impressive plays,
called marks, are when players catch
the ball mid-air from a kick. The team
is then awarded possession.
The evening provided a fun, affordable activity that immersed students in
the local culture. With the Swans capturing a win, the night became unforgettable — especially for every student. n
Australia Tourism
australia.com
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