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REVOLUTIONIZE YOUR CURRICULUM WITH DISCOUNTED, GUIDED TOURS

 We offer a variety of options for for dining, lodging and tours. Book your school or youth group trip today.  
Call 1-800-228-8878, email groupsales@cwf.org, visit colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

Get out of the classroom and into history with a customized field trip to Colonial Williamsburg. History lives here and your students will never forget it. 
Roam through 18th-century America. Meet the patriots and be inspired by the moments of our independence.



Offer valid for student groups of 15 or more on regularly scheduled operating 
days from 3/15/2020 – 11/1/2020. Pricing & products are subject to change.  

©2020 SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved.

COMING THIS SPRING

The ALL-NEW PANTHEON™ is coming to Busch Gardens 
this spring. Reach 73 miles per hour and soar over 15 

airtime hills on the World’s Fastest Multi-Launch Coaster!

$33
Single-Day
Tickets only

BOOK YOUR GROUP TO  
SAVE OVER 60% ON TICKETS

BUSCHGARDENS.COM/YOUTH
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History comes alive
“The more you know about the past, 
the better prepared you are for the future.” 
                                 — Theodore Roosevelt 

There’s no denying that hands-on learning is beneficial for students. While learning through 
textbooks is necessary, supplementing a lesson with immersive learning can truly bring a 
subject or topic to life.

In this issue of Student Group Tour magazine, we went beyond the history books and 
found historic and cultural sites that put students in the pages of the past. In this month’s cover 
story, I researched sites across the country that offer hands-on history experiences that allow 
students to learn by doing. And as Theodore Roosevelt said in the quote above, learning about 
the past will help students better understand the world of today and tomorrow. Page 14. 

On page 66, contributor Michael McLaughlin reflects on a trip he and his chorale 
ensemble students took to Rome, Italy. The once-in-a-lifetime experience included singing for 
the Pope and performing on one of the world’s most storied stages.

In The Lounge, page 9, we sat down with Dick Tackett of Jacksonville, Florida-based Bailey 
Tours. Tackett talks about his family-owned business and his mission to treat his travelers like 
part of the family. 

This month’s Study Guide, page 12, offers tips for navigating the airport with student 
groups. The Air Travel Group, based in Orlando, Florida, shares 10 tips for stress-free travel. 

As always, thank you for reading this issue of Student Group Tour magazine. 

                                                                             Until next time,

Up next: 
In August, we’ll focus on attractions that take high-tech to the next level. Don’t miss 

coverage on Grand Rapids, Michigan; Cape Cod, Massachusetts; the Capital Region; Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina; and Denver, Colorado.

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                                   
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                                         
Twitter: @courtneygtm

The Henry Ford

On the cover:
Greenfield Village, 
The Henry Ford,
Dearborn, Mich.
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@grouptourmedia

find us on 
Instagram!

Follow Group Tour Media on Instagram to  
keep up with the latest group experiences and ideas.

“love” @grouptourmedia

Share your experiences by tagging us or  
use our hashtag: #StudentTravel

never miss an issue!

studentgrouptour.com/subscribe  |  100% FREE

Student Group Tour magazine is crafted with educators and tour planners 
in mind. Plan better with exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, the latest 
educational trends, student-friendly restaurants and lodging in every issue.
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news & notes

Universal Orlando Resort Youth Pro-
grams in Orlando, Florida, now offers even 
more options to its STARS Performance 
Program workshop, Sound Design: Music 
and the Art of Foley. The workshop has 
added Illumination’s The Secret Life of 
Pets and DreamWorks Animation’s Trolls.

These additions join the existing 
program offerings, including Illumination’s 
Despicable Me and The Lorax.

During this program, band, choir or 
orchestra students sync music or choral 
arrangements to these beloved block-
buster movies, create Foley effects for an 
array of exciting scenes, and voice over 
some of their favorite characters, such as 
Gidget and Chloe from The Secret Life of 
Pets and Guy Diamond and Poppy from 

Trolls, giving students the opportunity to 
experience life as working movie musi-
cians, practice teamwork and refine their 
skills.

Sound Design: Music and the Art of 
Foley is an energetic workshop endorsed 
by the National Association for Music 
Education, one of the world’s largest arts 
education organizations and the only 
association that addresses all aspects of 
music education. Designed to align with 
the National Core Arts Standards, Uni-
versal Orlando partnered with Robert W. 
Smith, a consummate music educator and 
one of today’s most popular composers, 
to produce the stimulating workshop.

“The Sound Design workshop at Univer-
sal Orlando is going to expose your stu-

dents to a plethora of careers they might 
not know exist — audio engineers, video 
engineers, conductors, composers, direc-
tors, producers — this opens up an entire 
world of opportunity for your students 
and their future success,” Smith said.

Now through Dec. 20, youth groups 
booking a first-time stay at Universal’s 
Cabana Bay Beach Resort can enjoy 
exclusive incentives — including one 
complimentary guest room, 50% off of 
breakfast vouchers and more. Groups can 
enjoy the perks of staying at a Universal 
Orlando hotel and take advantage of the 
complimentary shuttle bus transportation, 
making getting to the theme parks and 
Universal CityWalk quick and convenient.

universalorlandoyouth.com

Universal Orlando Resort Youth Programs debuts next-level performance workshop

Universal Orlando
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 With over 30 years’ experience, 
Bailey Tours, Inc. specializes in multi-
day, customized, educational group 
tours of Washington, D.C., and sur-
rounding areas, as well as trips to select 
central Florida theme parks and the 
Southeast U.S. 
 Bailey Tours’ beginnings stem 
from Cosmopolitan Travel, a corporate 
and leisure travel company founded 
in 1966 by William J. Bailey and Ted 
Mayhew. In 1986, the company split 
into two entities: one for business and 
commercial travel and the other spe-
cializing in group travel, known today 
as Bailey Tours, Inc., led by president 
Richard (Dick) Tackett. 
 Bailey Tours, based in Jacksonville, 
Florida, is a family-owned company, 
and Tackett strives to make his clients 
feel like part of his family. Tackett has 
been onboarding his daughter Britiney 
into her role as vice president and is 
confident she will uphold Bailey Tours’ 
reputation within the community. 

Q. What sets Bailey Tours apart?
A. Bailey Tours takes a personal interest 
in every tour we take and want each 
person on board to have an interesting 
and educational experience. I personally 
accompany each and every tour to ensure 
the trip goes as smoothly as possible. 
We place a heavy emphasis on traveling 
safely and reliably. When you travel with 
us, you will receive the same care and at-
tention that I give my own family. 

Q. What is your favorite stu-
dent-friendly destination? 
A. Washington, D.C. Since I was a 
child, I’ve always had an incredible in-
terest in our nation’s history. There are 
so many exciting details that you just 
can’t learn from books, like experienc-

ing the stillness and quiet of walking 
through Arlington Cemetery or stand-
ing at the top of Mount Vernon looking 
over the land. These are memories 
for these kids that they only have this 
one opportunity to make, and it is my 
absolute pleasure and joy to be able to 
facilitate that opportunity for them. 

Q. What do you hope students 
take away from your tours? 
A. I hope each child that travels with 
me discovers that learning can also be 
exciting and fun. One of the best ways 
to learn something is when you’re also 
enjoying what you’re doing. These truly 
are experiences of a lifetime.

Q. What should an educator 
look for in a tour company? 
A. Years of operation is an impor-
tant thing to consider. With so many 
variables involved in group travel, the 
more experience a company has, the 
more likely it will be that you will have 
a smooth trip.
 Flexibility is also a key compo-
nent that comes with experience. For 
example, you will want a tour operator 
that knows the location well enough 
to be able to make ‘in the moment’ 
decisions or possibly even change the 
itinerary depending on traffic, attrac-
tion closures, etc. 

Q. Is there anything new on 
the horizon for Bailey Tours?
A. Like my wife, Janice, always says, 
‘anything can change in a day.’ And isn’t 
that the truth in this business! De-
spite the variables, my goals remain to 
simply continue giving each group the 
best experience possible. In onboard-
ing Britiney, we have some new social 

media efforts coming up that will 
draw more involvement for the kids 
and some other exciting perks for the 
parents, students and teachers to make 
their trips even more convenient.
 Regardless of any new changes, 
one thing remains the same and that 
is I am confident we will continue to 
provide the same exceptional service, 
care, time and attention to each group 
as we have always done. When you 
travel Bailey Tours, you’re family. n

Bailey Tours, Inc. 
904-743-4335
baileytours.com

Lounge DICK 
TACKETT

Dick and Janice Tackett

Bailey Tours adds personal
touch to student travel

Bailey Tours
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news & notes

Montréal Science Centre 
features ‘Explore’ 

The new immersive exhibition “Explore” 
at Montréal Science Centre features more 
than 50 interactives.

The exhibition, divided into seven 
hubs, enables students to discover the 
key principles of science and technology. 
Activities include entering a kaleidoscope 
for up to 20 people, experimenting at 
two huge water tables, interacting with a 
digital mural and assembling a wind farm.

montrealsciencecentre.com

See work by Field Museum’s 
first African American 
taxidermist

On view through Oct. 4 at the Field 
Museum in Chicago is “A Natural Tal-
ent: The Taxidermy of Carl Cotton.” The 
exhibition shines a spotlight on Cotton, 
the museum’s first African American 
taxidermist. He worked at the Field from 
1947 until his death in 1971. Featured are 
taxidermy, interviews, and archival foot-
age and images.

fieldmuseum.org

Hayden Planetarium unveils 
new space show

Now open at the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City is the 
new Hayden Planetarium Space Show, 
Worlds Beyond Earth. The show, part of 
the museum’s 150th anniversary celebra-
tion, uses a new planetarium projection 
system that is the most advanced in the 
world. Worlds Beyond Earth reveals the 
surprisingly dynamic nature of the worlds 
that orbit the sun and the unique condi-
tions that make life on earth possible.

amnh.org

Montréal Science Centre

American Museum of Natural History
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news & notes

Exhibit shares Chinese
Californian stories

In January, the California Museum in 
Sacramento opened the long-term instal-
lation “Gold Mountain: Chinese Califor-
nian Stories.” This signature exhibit de-
tails the history of Chinese Americans in 
California from the 1840s to the present 
through a display of historic artifacts and 
photographs, accompanied by interac-
tive video stations, games and activities. 
Underscoring Chinese Californians’ often 
overlooked but significant role in history, 
the exhibit reveals parallels to current im-
migration, race and civil rights issues.

californiamuseum.org

‘Marvel: Universe of Super 
Heroes’ makes Midwest
premiere at The Henry Ford

“Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes” is 
on view through Sept. 7 at the Henry Ford 
Museum of American Innovation at The 
Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan. This is 
the world’s first and most extensive exhibi-
tion to bring to life the 80-year legacy and 
impact of the Marvel Universe. Making its 
Midwest debut, the exhibition features 
more than 300 original artifacts, including 
Marvel’s earliest comic book; iconic props 
and costumes from film favorites; and rare, 
hand-drawn images of iconic heroes by 
the artists who first designed them. 

thehenryford.org

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
offers relocation exhibit

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico, has a new exhibit, 
“reLocated: Urban Migration, Perseverance, 
and Adaptation” that runs through January 
2021. The exhibit highlights the Native 
American relocation and termination era 
and was created in conjunction with a spe-
cial guest curator, Christina M. Castro, Ph.D. 
(Taos and Jemez Pueblos). 

indianpueblo.org

Columbia returns home
After two years touring the United 

States as part of a traveling exhibition, 
Apollo 11 command module Columbia 
went on view March 3 at the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum’s Steven 
F. Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, Virginia. 
Columbia will be displayed for about one 
year until it is taken off display to be 
prepared for installation in the upcom-
ing “Destination Moon” exhibition at the 
museum in Washington, D.C. “Destina-
tion Moon” is scheduled to open in 2022. 
Columbia was the living quarters for the 
three-person crew during most of the first 
manned lunar landing mission in July 1969.

airandspace.si.edu

WonderWorks set to
open in Branson

WonderWorks, which currently has 
five locations across the United States, is 
known for its fun hands-on activities that 
challenge the mind and spark students’ 
imaginations. The company’s sixth and 
largest location, scheduled to open this 
spring in Branson, Missouri, will offer these 
activities and have numerous additions 
that are unique to Branson. Included will 
be an exploration of the history of Bran-
son, STEM-related job opportunities in the 
military and military technology, and the 
OZART Gallery, which showcases the work 
of young artists from local schools. 

wonderworksonline.com/branson

Luella Chinn Louie, Alameda Naval Air Base, circa 1940s, courtesy of Janic Chow
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istock

 STUDY GUIDE

he Air Travel Group, 
based in Orlando, Florida, 
specializes in booking 

and managing group airfare 
contracts for destinations within 
the U.S. and worldwide. The 
company shared these tips 
to make your next air travel 
experience more stress-free. 

T

The Air Travel Group
321-800-5766
theairtravelgroup.com

Ensure all travelers 
in your group who 
are age 18-plus have 
the correct form of 
photo identification to 
show at the check-in 
counters and when 
going through TSA 
security checkpoints. 
International travel 
requires current 
passports for every 
traveler regardless of 
age, with a minimum 
recommended validity 
of six months past 
the date of the return 
back to the U.S. 
Ensure all travelers 
in your group have 
relevant travel 
visas, if required, 
when traveling 
to international 
destinations.

Identification6

If you experience a 
flight delay while at 
the gate, remind your 
group to remain near 
the boarding area, 
as sometimes the 
flight is able to depart 
earlier than what was 
initially advised.

dELAYS2

Prior to your arrival 
at the airport, check 
the airline website 
or download the 
applicable phone 
app in order to keep 
track of any delays to 
flight schedules. The 
app also can provide 
complimentary inflight 
entertainment on 
several airlines.

Airline App1

10 tips for navigating 
the airport with student groups

Create a phone tree. 
In the case of an 
airport emergency, 
students can call a 
specific chaperone for 
assistance.

Phone Tree8

Find out the baggage 
allowances and 
carry-on restrictions 
for your airline. Pack 
valuables, travel 
documentation and 
items being used 
in-flight in your cabin 
luggage. Make sure to 
adhere to the liquids 
and gels policy. The 
website tsa.gov/travel/
security-screening/
whatcanibring is a 
great tool.

carry-on
restrictions 

7

Assign a meeting 
point at security or at 
the gate if not arriving 
together as a group. 

Meeting point3

Assign an adult group 
leader or chaperone 
to wait near TSA 
security checkpoints 
in case of any ID 
issues (if not arriving 
as a group).

Adult Leader4

Pre-assign smaller 
subgroups within your 
group block in case 
of flight cancellations 
or delays in the 
unlikely event you 
may need to separate 
for rebooking 
purposes. Ensure at 
least one chaperone 
is included in each 
subgroup.

Subgroups5

Airlines operate on 
a “cashless” system 
while onboard, so 
remind your travelers 
to bring debit, credit 
or gift cards for use 
when purchasing any 
food or amenities 
onboard.

Onboard Snacks9

Notify staff at the gate 
and onboard of any 
severe peanut or other 
allergies. Remind 
applicable students 
to pack medication 
on their person 
or in their cabin 
bags. Airlines are 
unable to guarantee 
100% allergy-free 
environments but do 
their best to assist 
when made aware of 
these situations. n

aLLERGIES10
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Come to the place
WHERE DREAMS ARE BUILT.
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With a thousand motorcycles on display, and activities such as Build-a-Bike and Diagnose-a-Bike, the Barber Vintage 
Motorsports Museum makes for more than a field trip. It’s a hands-on, high-horsepower learning experience that they’ll 
talk about for years to come. Bring your student groups to the place where their dreams can be fueled. Right here at

The Dinner Table of the South. 
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POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER, OAHU, HAWAII

Hands-on 
history 
Students discover the past through immersive learning 
By Courtney Birchmeier 

Whether it’s riding in a restored Model 
T, practicing military drills with the Conti-
nental Army or preparing food using an an-
cient cooking technique, there’s no shortage 
of hands-on activities at historic and cultural 
sites throughout the country. 

These sites welcome student groups to 
put away the textbooks and learn by doing. 
Hands-on and immersive experiences help 
students better understand the past, which in 
turn helps them better understand the world 
today. The following attractions are just a 
few that bring history to life in tactile and 
tangible ways.
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POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER, OAHU, HAWAII

GREENFIELD VILLAGE, THE HENRY FORD, DEARBORN, MICH.

Polynesian Cultural Center
Oahu, Hawaii

The rich heritage of the Pacific Islands comes alive at Poly-
nesian Cultural Center (PCC), a world of discovery that shares 
thousands of years’ worth of culture in one place. A daylong visit 
to PCC offers students immersive experiences and hands-on 
activities as they explore the center’s six island villages. In each 
village, students meet the people, taste the food, sing and dance 
while learning about each distinct culture. 

“There’s so much to do at the PCC and possibilities are 
endless,” said Tua Sanerivi, Hawaii sales manager for the 
Polynesian Cultural Center, who also is responsible for school 
groups. “With PCC home to six island villages representing 
Hawaii, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji and Aotearoa (and exhibits 
for Rapa Nui and Marquesas) there’s no shortage of hands-on 
and immersive activities to partake. For example, at the Tongan 
village, guests can play the shuffleboard game called lafo. Or 
learn the art of the Tahitian spear throw in Tahiti.” 

Each island village shares its unique music, dance, tra-
ditions and aspects of daily life like games, crafts, cooking 
and ceremonies. At the Island of Aotearoa, guests learn the 
techniques for handling and throwing a Maori fighting lance 
(taiaha). In the Samoan village, they can prepare and cook food 
in an underground umu — and try the food afterward, too. 

PCC also offers luaus, an evening show, a canoe pageant and 
an interactive cinematic experience called Hawaiian Journey. 

Polynesian Cultural Center
808-293-3122
polynesia.com

Greenfield Village at The Henry Ford
Dearborn, Michigan

There’s no better place to learn the history of American 
ingenuity and innovation than at Greenfield Village, one of the 
venues that make up The Henry Ford — a National Historic 
Landmark. Students are immersed in three centuries of Ameri-
can perseverance throughout the living history village’s seven 
districts. The past comes alive at working farms, Thomas Edison’s 
lab, the Wright brothers’ workshop, an 1800s train depot and 
steam-powered rail line, and a replica of Henry Ford’s workshop.

“At The Henry Ford, students can experience primary and 
secondary source artifacts from over 300 years of American in-
novation, ingenuity and resourcefulness that connect to educa-
tional content standards through a hands-on, interdisciplinary 
approach to learning,” said Phil Grumm, senior manager of 
learning services and on-site programs at The Henry Ford. “Stu-
dents leave inspired to unleash their own innovative potential.” 

Students can watch dramatic, live presentations, like a lively 
suffragist rally with Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton in attendance; or listen to Wilbur and Orville Wright 
recount their first airplane flight. Demonstrations include 
Edison’s phonograph and a replica of Henry Ford’s very first 
internal combustion engine. 

In Henry Ford’s Model T District, students trace the life of 
Ford, one of America’s greatest industrialists and innovators, 
from childhood through the founding of his Ford Motor Com-
pany. The district includes the home where he was born and a 
replica of the factory where he built his first automobiles. Stu-
dents even have the opportunity to test ride a restored Model T.

Student field trip options are plentiful and can include the 
other venues at The Henry Ford — Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation and Ford Rouge Factory Tour. 

The Henry Ford
313-982-6001
thehenryford.org
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Colonial Williamsburg
Williamsburg, Virginia

At Colonial Williamsburg, students step into a 301-acre 
living, breathing 18th-century town filled with historic 
structures and stories of the past. School visits include cus-
tomized, guided tours of Virginia’s colonial capital city and 
interactive activities.

“We hope students walk away with the understanding that 
the events that happened here in Williamsburg laid the founda-
tion for American democracy,” said Nathan Ryalls, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation’s manager of guest experience and design. 
“We want them to connect to the past, so that the past is not an 
obscure thing, it’s not something that just lives in a textbook. The 
past is exciting and learning about history can be fun.” 

The Historic Area is made up of 18th-century trade shops, 
government buildings and homes.

“The trade shops are a highlight for school groups be-
cause they actually see things being made,” Ryalls said. “Our 
historic trade interpreters are not just representing the trade, 
they’re actually practitioners of the trade.” 

Other student options revolve around themes, like women 
in 18th-century Williamsburg. Interactive experiences 
include drilling exercises with the militia, dancing, playing 
games and performing domestic chores — like retrieving wa-
ter from the town’s working wells. Evening programs also are 
available, such as Cry Witch, where students act as the jury 
during a witch trial and vote for conviction or freedom. 

To build on what students learn in the Historic Area, they 
can visit the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum and 
the DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. 

“What we offer at the art museums supplements and 

complements what is done in the Historic Area,” said Trish 
Balderson, Museums of Colonial Williamsburg’s manager of 
museum education. For example, students can see a life-size 
portrait of George Washington by Charles Willson Peale and 
the wax seal Washington used during the Revolutionary War 
on his letters and documents. 

Another way to get hands-on with history at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg is with the Archaeology Department. Archaeologi-
cal research has been ongoing there since the 1920s. 

During the summer, children can participate in an hour-
long Archaeology at Custis Square program.

“They’ll get the opportunity to actually screen for arti-
facts and will be the first person to actually see some of these 
things coming out of the ground,” said Jack Gary, Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation’s director of archaeology.

In addition, a pilot program for middle and high schoolers, 
The Public Archaeology Institute, is a weeklong opportunity to 
work with archaeologists in the field. At the end of the experi-
ence, students present their findings in the form of a tour.

“They’ll get the full range of what we do as archaeologists,” 
Gary said.

Colonial Williamsburg staff members are already work-
ing on plans to commemorate big milestones in 2026 — the 
100th anniversary of Colonial Williamsburg and the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. n

Colonial Williamsburg 
800-228-8878
colonialwilliamsburg.org

COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG, WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 
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COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG, WILLIAMSBURG, VA.

GREENFIELD VILLAGE, THE HENRY FORD, DEARBORN, MICH.

GREENFIELD VILLAGE, THE HENRY FORD, DEARBORN, MICH. COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG, WILLIAMSBURG, VA.

POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER, OAHU, HAWAII
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FUN FACTS
Chicago, poet Carl Sandburg 

famously declared, was “proud to be 
Hog / Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker 
of Wheat, Player with / Railroads and 
Freight Handler to the Nation.”

Today, 106 years after Sandberg’s 
“Chicago” appeared in print, the city 
on the shore of Lake Michigan proudly 
welcomes student groups.

Chicago is bursting with world-class, 
big city culture. But at its heart, it’s a 
Midwestern city — which means student 
groups receive a warm welcome. 

“Student groups when visiting 
Chicago not only learn how this city 

has become the best example of urban 
planning, birthplace of the skyscraper, 
state-of-the-art museums and deep-
dish pizza, but also most attractions 
have integrated programs related 
to STEAM and STEM to benefit the 
young generation with programs that 
will enhance their visit,” said Arnaldo 
Altoran, director of global development, 
the Americas, for Choose Chicago. 
“Some example of these institutions 
are 360 Chicago, Skydeck, Art Institute 
of Chicago, Adler Planetarium, Shedd 
Aquarium and the Museum of Science 
and Industry, to name a few.”

I l l i n o i s

5Stops

C h i c a g o

• The world’s first skyscraper, the 
Home Insurance Company, was 
built in Chicago in 1885. 

• The Chicago River is the 
only river in the world that flows 
backward. 

• Walt Disney was born in Chicago 
in 1901. 

City of Chicago/Courtesy of Choose Chicago
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Chicago, Illinois 
GO 
360 CHICAGO
360chicago.com

American Writers Museum
312-374-8790
americanwritersmuseum.org

The Art Institute of Chicago
312-443-3907
artic.edu

Chicago Shakespeare Theater
312-595-5678
chicagoshakes.com/education

Gallagher Way
gallagherway.com

ASK
Choose Chicago
choosechicago.com

5 STOPS

360 CHICAGO
Higher learning takes on a new 

meaning at 360 CHICAGO, located on 
the 94th floor of John Hancock Center. 
Sky School educational modules, based 
on grade level, contain activities to 
optimize a student visit. A performance 
space is available for a band or 
choir. An add-on option is TILT. This 
enclosed, glass and steel moveable 
platform holds up to eight visitors per 
cycle. The platform slowly tilts outward 
to an adventurous angle, generating 
downward-facing views of Chicago.

Chicago
Shakespeare Theater 

The theater works to bring William 
Shakespeare to life in the school 
curriculum. The Yard at Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier 
offers a relatively new trend in theater 
architecture. Nine mobile audience 
“towers” can be arranged in a wide 
variety of ways and seat 150 to 850. 
The Yard joins the theater’s 500-seat 
Courtyard Theater and the Upstairs 
Theater. Discounted student matinees 
are offered throughout the season.

American Writers
Museum

American Writers Museum is the first 
museum solely devoted to celebrating 
American writers and their works. A 
new, first-of-its-kind app, Write In: A 
Teacher-Curated Tour, helps teachers 
and students engage with the museum’s 
unique field trip curriculum. The app 
is meant to serve as a supplement to 
traditional school trips. Teachers can 
create lesson plans in advance of their 
visit. Since the curriculum is not age-
specific, it can be tailored for each 
classroom.

Gallagher Way
Gallagher Way, formerly known as 

The Park at Wrigley, is an open-air plaza 
next to Wrigley Field. Join Wrigley Field 
Tours for a behind-the scenes look 
at the historic ballpark, which include 
great photo-ops on the field. Book the 
Interactive Educational Tour tailored 
for school groups of 20 or more. After, 
pick up a souvenir at the Cubs Store 
and stop at the Trophy Room to see the 
Cubs’ 2016 World Series trophy.

The Art Institute
of Chicago

Students encounter works of art, 
participate in group discussions and 
apply critical and creative thinking 
skills when visiting The Art Institute of 
Chicago. The Ryan Learning Center 
has been transformed into an activities 
space. Self-guided tours allow educators 
to lead their pre-K–12 students through 
the museum galleries. Docent-led tours 
are available on a variety of topics, from 
European art to modern art and from 
writing and drawing tours to studio tours.

Clockwise from top left: Barry Brecheisen, James Steinkamp, Choose Chicago, 360 CHICAGO, Courtesy of the Art Institute of Chicago
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Milwaukee
Wisconsin

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...<
ART

SCIENCE

HISTORY

Discovery World 
combines science, 
technology and creativity. 
Students are able to 

touch sharks, lie on a bed of nails and 
engage in interactive fun, such as total 
immersion virtual reality experiences. 
Labs and live theatrical shows are 
available. The lakefront center is the 
summer berth of tall ship S/V Denis 
Sullivan, offering outings on Lake 
Michigan.

A work of art in itself, 
Milwaukee Art Museum 
offers four floors with over 
40 galleries of art. Docents 

facilitate stimulating conversations 
among students about works of art. 
Studio workshop programs are popular 
with students. Programs allow students 
to take a tour and then make art related 
to tour themes. While the museum offers 
a variety of student tours, educators can 
request a customized experience. The 
ultimate goal of the programs is to spark 
a lifelong love of learning about and 
through art.

Students explore three 
floors of exhibits at 
Milwaukee Public 
Museum. Walk through the 

cobblestone re-creation of the “Streets 
of Old Milwaukee.” View mummies, 
the world’s largest dinosaur skull and 
“Exploring Life on Earth,” a tribute to the 
world’s biodiversity. A year-round live 
butterfly garden, a dome theater and 
planetarium show can round out a visit.

VISIT Milwaukee
414-287-4249
visitmilwaukee.org

Clockwise from top left: VISIT Milwaukee, Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee Public Museum, VISIT Milwaukee

“Streets of Old Milwaukee,”
Milwaukee Public Museum

Milwaukee Art MuseumSchooner replica, Discovery World

Milwaukee Art Museum
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GREAT LAKES

Start planning a rock star experience for your students today  
by calling 216-515-1228 or contact sales@rockhall.org

Your group can learn to play on real rock & roll gear in The 
Garage or witness our iconic performances in the Power of 

Rock Experience. Book now and turn up your next trip past 11.

The National Museum of the United 
States Air Force is rich with educational 
opportunities.

The museum, located at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, 
Ohio, preserves and presents the story of 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Students and their teachers can walk 
through and experience the museum on 
their own, said Rob Bardua of the public 
affairs division. 

Using the museum’s self-directed in-
formational scavenger hunts is an option 
for the self-guided tour.

Students can concentrate on areas 
of interest from the beginning of flight 
through the world wars, Korea, South-
east Asia and the modern era. They 
also can see the Air Force’s role in the 
space program and walk through former 
Air Force One aircraft from Presidents 

Franklin Roosevelt through William 
Clinton. Every group of students seems 
to want to walk through the Presidential 
aircraft on display, Bardua said.  

Also available is a guided tour. Do-
cents deliver facts and personal stories 
related to the Air Force in particular and 
flight in general.

Bardua said students enjoy the atmo-
sphere of learning in three-dimensional 
exhibits and displays.

“The ‘wow factor’ is recognized 
consistently as you hear their comments 
of ‘wow’ or ‘woo’ or some expression 
of amazement, whether it is the Wright 
Flyer in the Early Years Gallery, the B-52 
in the Southeast Asia Gallery, the SR-71 
in the Cold War Gallery, the massive 
missiles on display or the shuttle exhibit 
in the space gallery,” Bardua said.

Other options for students include 

classroom experiences in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math as well as 
social studies-related subjects.

More than 350 aerospace vehicles 
and missiles are displayed in more than 
19 acres of indoor exhibit space.

Guided school tours last about two 
hours and are available to students in 
grades 4–12. 

Bardua hopes students leave the mu-
seum with a sense of inspiration. 

“We hope students walk away with a 
better understanding of the role of the 
U.S. Air Force and how it has contrib-
uted to the world we live in and the 
technology we all use and enjoy,” Bardua 
said. “The goal is to inspire students to 
see themselves as the next generation of 
achievers, and the National Museum of 
the U.S. Air Force sets the stage for that 
to happen.” n

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
937-255-4666
nationalmuseum.af.mil

Minds soar at National Museum
of the U.S. Air Force 
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GREAT LAKES

VISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groups

From a lakefront that stretches for 
miles to the allure of museums, 
historic sites, lighthouses, streetcars 
and downtown dining, Kenosha 
off ers something for everyone. 
Schedule a group tour and prepare
for unexpected fun.

ANYONE FOR A FIELD TRIP?

Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated.

www.bestwesterngreenfield.com

Thousands of
delighted guests.

Proudly serving the
Group Tour market in 
Detroit for over 25 years.

Great location...
Excellent service...

Detroit Zoological Society — a 
leader in animal welfare, environmental 
sustainability, wildlife conservation and 
humane education — operates the De-
troit Zoo and Belle Isle Nature Center.

Education staff members help 
teachers plan a visit that enhances the 
classroom curriculum, sparks students’ 
imaginations and helps them develop a 
love of animals and an appreciation of 
nature.

The zoo is located in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, a Detroit suburb.

The nature center is at Belle Isle State 
Park, an island in the Detroit River.

Claire Lannoye-Hall, curator of 
education for the society, said school 
groups visiting the Detroit Zoo or Belle 
Isle Nature Center as part of a Learning 
Lab experience will participate in an im-
mersive, hands-on program that brings 

classroom learning to life. 
Learning Labs focus on building 

science process skills and meeting 
state-mandated curriculum standards 
while leveraging the unique resources 
the society has to offer, such as access to 
observing animals throughout the zoo’s 

125-acre campus or within the wetlands 
and meadows of Belle Isle.

“Students love seeing the animals,” 
Lannoye-Hall said. “We design our 
programs to ensure students are spend-
ing as much time as possible near the 
habitats and animals they are learn-

Detroit Zoo builds appreciation
for animals, nature

Meet Terry Truman!
Terry.Truman@springfield.il.us

(217) 789-2360 x 5525

Book Your Trip Today!

!"#$#%$&'#()*#+,-

Detroit Zoological Society
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GREAT LAKES

NATURE

UP CLOSE AND
PERSONAL

240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE

@
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ing about. We share stories about the 
individual animals and provide oppor-
tunities for students to learn about the 
critical conservation work of the Detroit 
Zoological Society at the local, regional 
and international level.” 

Many of the programs for upper 
elementary, middle and high school stu-
dents engage them in the zoo’s conser-
vation work by modeling components. 
Hands-on activities mimic what the staff 

does behind the scenes and in the field.
Zoo educators hope students leave 

with a new or renewed sense of respect 
and reverence for wildlife and wild places. 

“As students grow, their experi-
ences shape who they become as adults, 
developing their values and attitudes, 
and framing how they associate with 
the natural world,” she said. “Our goal is 
to empower youth to become informed 
citizens who respect and protect the 

environment.”
Each summer, the education depart-

ment facilitates a teacher workshop 
focused on inquiry-based learning and 
the Next Generation Science Standards, 
supporting teachers as they refine and 
enhance their science curriculum. n

Detroit Zoological Society
248-541-5717
detroitzoo.org
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GREAT LAKES

Ask About 
Student

Group Rates

FOR A COMPLETE LINE UP OF SHOWS!

416.872.1212
1.800.461.3333

“A THRILLING
THEATRICAL
SPECTACLE”

THE GUARDIAN

THE STORY CONTINUES ON STAGE
WHERE THE MAGIC IS REAL

BEGINS OCTOBER 2020
Ed Mirvish Theatre
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3RD SMASH YEAR
IN TORONTO

NOW ON STAGE   
Royal Alexandra Theatre

TORONTO
THEATRE

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

2020 SEASON
13 plays including Prince 
Caspian, Gypsy, Charley’s Aunt
and Me and My Girl. 

GregFrewinTheatre.com

Writer Kurt Vonnegut was born in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, and the Kurt 
Vonnegut Museum and Library explores 
his literary and cultural legacy.

The museum and library opened in a 
new location in Indianapolis in November 
2019, thanks to the donations of 1,400 
people who contributed $1.5 million to 
help the organization buy a building, said 
Julia Whitehead, founder and CEO.

A replica of Vonnegut’s writing space 
in Barnstable, Massachusetts, is set up 
on the first floor. The second floor fea-
tures items related to Vonnegut’s time in 
Indiana and his visits home.

The third floor is devoted to Slaugh-
terhouse-Five and includes that novel’s 
history. 

“I think students like the guided 
tours because it shows how a local 
public-school kid just kept trying and 

followed his passion and became an 
international bestseller,” Whitehead said. 
“Students like the ‘hope’ of Vonnegut. 
Students like typing on the replica type-
writer in Kurt’s Study on the first floor. 
Most kids haven’t ever touched a real 
typewriter before.” 

Whitehead said she hopes visiting 
the museum and library helps students  
learn why Vonnegut mattered. “I hope 
they learn why we are a venue that 
champions free speech and common 
decency so we feature things that are not 
just related to Kurt Vonnegut but they 
are things he cared about. Also, I hope 
they come away wanting to read one or 
more of his books,” she said. n

Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library
317-652-1954
vonnegutlibrary.org

Experience author Kurt Vonnegut
in Indianapolis
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FUN FACTS
Students visiting Maine’s largest city 

find a true New England gem bursting 
with educational opportunities. 

The city’s museums and galleries 
allow students to explore the state from a 
variety of perspectives. Historic buildings, 
renowned artists, botanical beauty, 
streetcars, demos and activities can be 
found on display every season of the year.

The “city by the sea” offers a wealth 
of outdoor activities, including boating, 
hiking, biking, skiing and wildlife viewing. 
Students can step aboard a vessel for a 
whale-watching cruise or get active with 
a kayaking tour. 

Greater Portland’s entertainment scene 

is known for its professional excellence 
in theater, its music, and its nationally 
recognized artists and renowned galleries. 
Students visiting the Arts District will find 
musical events and performances. 

“Experiences in Greater Portland 
are as diverse and they are engaging,” 
said Robert Witkowski, creative director 
+ media relations at Visit Portland. 
“Whether students are fascinated by arts 
and culture, music and entertainment, 
or activities and education, the region 
offers year-round venues and activities 
that can make their experiences unique 
and appealing, able to be tailored to a 
student group’s interests.” 

M a i n e

5Stops

P o r t l a n d

• Acclaimed poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow and author Stephen King 
were both born in Portland.

• Portland was Maine’s first
state capital. 

• The first factory ever built 
specifically to manufacture chewing 
gum was constructed in Portland in 
1850.

Courtesy Visit Portland 
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Portland, Maine

GO
Fyood Kitchen
207-837-5480
fyoodkitchen.com

Portland Museum of Art 
207-699-4985
portlandmuseum.org

Portland Symphony Orchestra 
207-773-6128
portlandsymphony.org

Rippleffect 
207-791-7870
rippleffectmaine.org

Victoria Mansion
207-772-4841, ext. 104
victoriamansion.org

ASK
Visit Portland
207-772-4994
visitportland.com

5 STOPS

Victoria Mansion
A National Historic Landmark, 

Victoria Mansion is one of America’s 
finest and most complete houses of 
the mid-19th century. Also known as 
the Morse-Libby Mansion, the building 
features colorful wall and ceiling 
paintings by Italian artist Giuseppe 
Guidicini, brilliant stained glass and 
over 90% of its original furnishings. 
Educational tours and programs 
incorporate classroom curriculum. The 
mansion is open for tours May 1–Oct. 
31, and the day after Thanksgiving 
through the first week of January.

Portland Symphony
Orchestra 

Students experience professional, 
live orchestra at Portland Symphony 
Orchestra (PSO). The orchestra’s primary 
performance venue, Merrill Auditorium, 
is located in downtown Portland’s Arts 
District and can seat 1,908 guests. The 
orchestra comprises 82 professional 
musicians, 40% of them residing in 
Maine and the rest coming from the 
greater Boston area, New Hampshire 
and Vermont. PSO offers a variety of 
educational youth programs, as well as 
discounted tickets for students. 

Portland Museum of Art 
Portland Museum of Art offers 

significant holdings of American, 
European and contemporary art, as 
well as iconic works from Maine. The 
museum uses those works of art to 
inspire students and encourage critical 
thinking. Hourlong student tours are 
led by docent educators and can be 
customized to explore themes relevant 
to the group. Educators can request 
that tours connect to classroom 
curriculum, with specific artworks, 
topics, eras or people. 

Fyood Kitchen
At Fyood Kitchen, playing with food 

is encouraged during its Chopped-style 
cooking challenges. Groups are split 
into teams and face off in two rounds 
of fast-paced cooking. Participants 
are given a mystery basket of four 
ingredients during each round and have 
45 minutes to create their own dishes. 
After the competition, everyone can 
judge each other’s creations. Anyone 
over the age of 12 is welcome to play.

Rippleffect 
Outdoor adventure meets experiential 

education at Rippleffect, a nonprofit youth 
and community development organization. 
Through all-season programs, students 
build confidence, develop leadership 
skills, strengthen relationships and grow 
their appreciation for the outdoors. 
The organization owns Cow Island, a 
26-acre island in Casco Bay, and runs 
many of its programs from the remote 
eco-campus. Programs include a wide 
range of options, including sea kayaking, 
outdoor living, environmental education, 
arts and creativity, spirit and leadership 
development. 

Clockwise from top left: Portland Museum of Art, Visit Portland, Courtesy VisitPortland.com/Fyood Kitchen, Courtesy VisitPortland.com, Courtesy VisitPortland.com/Rippleffect 
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Plymouth
Massachusetts

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...<
EARTH SCIENCE

MARINE BIOLOGY

NATURAL SCIENCE

Knowledgeable naturalists 
guide whale-watch cruises 
with Captain John Boats. 
The four-hour, educational 

experience gives students an up-close 
view of rare mammals. Tours depart from 
Town Wharf in Plymouth and journey to 
Cape Cod Bay and Stellwagen Bank, a 
marine sanctuary and one of the primary 
feeding grounds for humpback whales, 
finback whales, pilot whales, minke 
whales and endangered right whales. 
The Floating Classroom Experience 
includes navigation, touch tanks, knot 
tying and more.

The state-of-the-art Blake 
Planetarium is the only 
4K full-dome planetarium 
south of Boston. Students 

are taken on fantastic voyages through 
the planetarium’s high-resolution video 
playback, real-time multimedia, multi-
channel surround sound and classic 
astronomy tools. The planetarium can 
seat 72 people. School program topics 
include gravity, seasons, the Big Bang 
and Kepler’s Laws, among others.

Students explore the 
natural and cultural 
environments of the South 
Shore at South Shore 

Natural Science Center in Norwell, 
located 30 minutes from Plymouth. 
The center is set on 30 acres and 
is surrounded by 200 acres of town 
conservation/recreation land consisting 
of meadows, woodland and a pond. 
Education programs offer indoor and 
outdoor learning activities. Nature 
programs are held year-round; themes 
include Birds of Prey, Native American 
Artifacts & Lore and Maple Sugaring.

Plymouth County Convention
 and Visitors Bureau
508-747-0100
seeplymouth.com

Plymouth Harbor 

Captain John Boats South Shore Natural Science Center

Blake Planetarium

Clockwise from top left: Ron Chancey, Plymouth County Convention and Visitors Bureau, Blake Planetarium, 
Plymouth County Convention and Visitors Bureau
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NEW ENGLAND

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum
We’ll each ou  Lesson!

19 1/2 Washington Square North 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

i

978.744.1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1  12/19

Students can experience nearly two 
centuries of American history, military 
culture, architecture and engineering 
at Fort Adams — a National Historic 
Landmark in Newport, Rhode Island.

Whether arriving from downtown 
Newport or by ferry from the village of 
Jamestown, Fort Adams makes an im-
pression as it dominates the entrance into 
Newport Harbor and Narragansett Bay. It 
is an American interpretation of 19th-
century French military architecture.

The first fortifications date to 1799 as 
part of a network of battlements to de-
fend Narragansett Bay. The star-shaped 
stone walls teem with military history; 
the fort was garrisoned in the War of 
1812, the Mexican American War, the 
Civil War, the Spanish-American War, 
World War I and World War II.

 “Whether a group is looking for 
an in-depth, behind-the-scenes tour, a 
peek inside or anything in between, we 
can customize the visit to meet learning 
objectives,” said Robert McCormack, 
director of visitor experience.

Guided visits take about one hour 
and invite students to draw connections 

between the fort’s structural features and 
military strategy. 

Students stroll the 6½-acre parade 
field and walk through the complex 
outer works that helped defend against 
land attack. A survey of the ramparts 
provides a panoramic view of the harbor 
while students consider how the place-
ment of cannons might deter hostile 
naval forces.

 “Students find the listening tunnels 
beneath the walls of the fort fascinating,” 
McCormack said. “Soldiers would have 
used these tunnels to detect signs of the 
enemy forces mining under the walls in 
a siege situation.”

The fort also tells the stories of the 
people who lived and worked there. 
Tours include an inspection of the Of-
ficer’s Quarters. Exhibits provide insight 
into training, responsibilities and daily 
routine of ordinary soldiers. 

“Groups have the opportunity to 
spend the night in the barracks or in 
a tent under the stars.” McCormack 
said. The Overnights Barracks includes 
modern bathrooms, a common room 
with a kitchen, three bunk rooms and 

chaperone quarters. 
 Youth groups can arrange to par-

ticipate in a service project at the fort to 
help preserve the historic area through a 
variety of clean-up projects. n

Fort Adams
401-619-5802
fortadams.org

Fort Adams welcomes students inside military history

Fort Adams State Park
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The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum 
practices inquiry-based learning

The Aldrich Contemporary Art Mu-
seum in Ridgefield, Connecticut, advances 
creative thinking by connecting today’s 
artists with individuals and communities 
in unexpected and stimulating ways.

Founded by Larry Aldrich in 1964, 
The Aldrich Contemporary Art Muse-

um is dedicated to fostering the work of 
pioneering artists whose interpretations 
of the world serve as a platform to en-
courage creative thinking. The Aldrich 
is one of the few independent, non-
collecting contemporary art museums in 
the United States.

The Aldrich’s educational programs 
are designed to connect students to con-
temporary art through innovative learn-
ing approaches in hands-on workshops, 
tours and presentations.

“School groups engage with our 
tours primarily through one of three 
tour models — ArtWrite, STEAM, 
and Contemporary What? Tours,” said 
Namulen Bayarsaihan, the museum’s 
director of education. “Inquiry-based 
learning privileges the experience of 
student learning and self-discovery over 
traditional lecture or art historical tours 
that privilege retention of dates, -isms 
and dry facts.

“We share the fun, confounding, 
exciting and unusual facts that we have 
unique access to as Aldrich educators,” 

Bayarsaihan said. “Looking at contem-
porary art this way empowers students 
to access new perspectives and ways of 
engaging with the world at large.”

The Aldrich serves as a laboratory for 
artists to engage with groundbreaking 
ideas and techniques — which students 
are privileged to experience with new 
exhibits regularly being featured at The 
Aldrich.

“The biggest draw for students and 
educators is that if they come back year 
after year, they will never experience 
the same thing twice. We are constantly 
changing our exhibitions throughout the 
year and there is always something new 
to experience,” Bayarsaihan said.

In addition to guided tours, The Al-
drich’s Studio offers students a hands-on 
creative outlet, adding fun and experi-
mentation into the visit. n

The Aldrich Contemporary
 Art Museum
203-438-4519
aldrichart.org

Claire Ritz
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Boston Pizza Tours shares slice of history
An educational visit to Boston in-

cludes exploring the sites of the Free-
dom Trail — and Boston Pizza Tours 
enhances that experience with some of 
the tastiest pizzas in the city.

The walking tour provides a “slice” 
of something for everyone, said Mar-
tin Elliot, general manager of Boston 
Pizza Tours. 

“Boston Pizza Tours is for history 
students who love pizza, or pizza lovers 
who are also history students,” he said. 

Students follow a simple formula: 
walk, learn, eat and repeat. 

“Groups meet their Pizza Guide at 
the gateway to the North End,” Elliott 
said. “They walk in the footsteps of 
Revolutionary Patriots like Paul Revere, 
Sam Adams and George Washington. 
The walk is both fun and educational. 
Students see five Freedom Trail sites and 
learn history between bites of pizza.”

Boston’s North End is the oldest 

neighborhood in the city. First settled in 
1630, the area is closely tied to Boston’s 
colonial heritage and the American 
Revolution.

The character of the North End today 
was largely shaped by Boston’s Italian 
community. 

“In addition to the history, our tours 
allow visitors to taste the North End,” 
Elliott said. “Tours include full-sized 
slices of pizza at several pizzerias dotted 
along our route.”

Tasting stops segment the tour 
and sustain student engagement. Lo-
cally based guides with a background 
in American history and the relaxed 
atmosphere of the pizzerias encourage 
students to continue talking about the 
history they’ve walked through.

Pizzerias included on the tour can 
change from day to day and may include 
a slice from Boston’s oldest pizzeria 
with a brick oven from 1883 or a “secret 

underground” spot for grilled flatbread 
pizza. Every tour concludes with a vote 
for visitors’ “favorite slice.” 

“We can customize the tour to meet 
the needs of the group,” Elliott said. 
Groups can add on items like drinks, 
salad or a cannoli from one of the 
North End’s famed bakeries. Dietary 
restrictions can be accommodated with 
advance notice. 

Tours are generally capped at 20 
participants; however, larger groups also 
can be accommodated through a “Battle 
of the North End’s Brick Ovens”-style 
open-air tasting or multiple groups run-
ning simultaneously.

Boston Pizza Tours is open year-
round and offers reduced rates for 
student groups. n

Boston Pizza Tours
617-401-0661
bostonpizzatours.com

opening night and season sponsor

MAY 6–JUNE 13
617-638-9345
bostonpops.org supporting sponsorlead sponsor

Season Sponsors

Experience two of the world’s most acclaimed orchestras in 
historic Symphony Hall! Offering performances, educational 
workshops, and tours.

SEPT 16–MAY 1
617-638-9345
bso.org



32 Spring 2020  •  studentgrouptour.com

FUN FACTS
As the most populous city in 

the United States, New York City’s 
nickname “the city that never sleeps” 
is a fitting one. The bustling city, 
located at the southern tip of the 
state, is situated on one of the world’s 
largest natural harbors. The city 
consists of five boroughs: Brooklyn, 
Queens, Manhattan, The Bronx and 
Staten Island.

Students visiting New York City 
have a seemingly never-ending amount 
of educational and entertainment 
options. It’s easy for groups to visit 
New York City multiple times and still 
not see the same thing twice. The city 
offers something for every group and 

every taste. 
“Student groups who visit New York 

City are guaranteed entertainment, 
education and inspiration as they’re 
exposed to vibrant new ideas,” said 
John Marshall, director of tourism 
development, established markets 
for NYC & Company. “Across the five 
boroughs, diverse neighborhoods, 
cultural draws and world-class 
entertainment surprise and delight 
tween and teen groups, with the 
experience often sparking a lifelong 
appreciation for the Big Apple.”

This sampling of student offerings, 
recommended by NYC & Company, 
features a stop in each borough.

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y
• The Empire State Building has its 
own zip code: 10118. 

• New York City is the most 
linguistically diverse city in the 
world — there are approximately 800 
languages spoken across the five 
boroughs.

• Housed in 214 crates, the Statue 
of Liberty arrived in New York City in 
1885 in 350 pieces.

Julienne Schaer/NYC & Company

5Stops
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New York, New York
GO
Hush Hip Hop Tours
212-714-3527
hushtours.com/nyc-hip-hop-tours

Lincoln Center
lincolncenter.org

Museum of the Moving Image
718-777-6820
movingimage.us

New York Transit Museum
718-694-1848
nytransitmuseum.org

Staten Island Museum
718-483-7103
statenislandmuseum.org

ASK
NYC & Company 
jmarshall@nycgo.com
nycgo.com/traveltrade 

5 STOPS

Staten Island Museum
Situated on the grounds of Snug 

Harbor Cultural Center & Botanical 
Garden, a community originally home 
to retired sailors, the Staten Island 
Museum is a must for student group 
travel. The permanent exhibition 
“Remember the Mastodon,” featuring 
fossils and a life-sized re-creation of 
the lost creature, teaches students the 
realities of extinction and the challenge 
of preservation. The exhibition “Women 
of the Nation Arise!” debuted in March 
and presents Staten Island’s place in the 
women’s suffrage movement.

Hush Hip Hop Tours
The Bronx is responsible for diverse 

contributions to the global music scene 
and is regarded as the birthplace of 
hip hop. Teachers seeking to educate 
and entertain their students about 
this cultural movement can plan a 
group tour with Hush Hip Hop Tours, 
which offers several options. Guided 
excursions expose students to the 
indoor and outdoor sites that were 
integral to the genre’s rise. Legendary 
artists such as Grandmaster Caz have 
been known to lead tours.

New York
Transit Museum

This hidden Brooklyn gem lets 
visitors traverse more than a century of 
New York City’s public transportation. 
Vintage train cars and buses — some 
with unique historical significance — are 
on display. Students will appreciate 
the countless photo ops as they enter 
and interact with relics of another time 
and leave with unique, only-in-NYC 
content for the ’gram. The new exhibit 
“Streetscapes & Subways: Photographs 
By Pierre P. And Granville W. Pullis” 
shows what the process of tunneling 
through the city’s bedrock was like.

Lincoln Center Campus
The Manhattan campus is home 

to New York City Ballet, New York 
Philharmonic, Metropolitan Opera, 
Lincoln Center Theater, Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, Film at Lincoln Center, 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center, The School of American Ballet 
at Lincoln Center, Julliard, the New York 
Public Library for the Performing Arts 
and Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts. A must-see this year, Project 19 at 
the New York Philharmonic, celebrates 
the centennial of women’s suffrage 
and represents the largest women-only 
commissioning initiative.

Museum of the
Moving Image

The Queens museum was created to 
advance the understanding, enjoyment, 
and appreciation of film, television and 
digital media. Group admission comes 
with a tour of “Behind the Screen,” the 
museum’s core exhibition. It details 
the creative process of making moving 
images and features over 1,400 
artifacts. Students can wander other 
popular exhibits like “The Jim Henson 
Exhibition: Imagination Unlimited.” Those 
planning field trips are encouraged to 
consider adding on workshops or a film.

Clockwise from top left, NYC Transit Museum, Hush Hip Hop Tours, Kate Glicksberg/NYC & Company, Steve White for Staten Island Museum, NYC & Company
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PittsburGh
Pennsylvania

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...<
STEM

ART

HISTORY

Located next to the 
Children’s Museum of 
Pittsburgh in the former 
Carnegie Free Library 

of Allegheny, MuseumLab offers 
workshops in art and technology for kids 
aged 10 and up. Hands-on workshops 
with topics like mosaics, stop-motion 
animation, circuitry and art, and 
weaving are available. Exhibits include 
Studio Lab, Make Lab and Tech Lab. 
Gymlacium in The Stacks, a three-story 
artwork made with rope woven around a 
steel frame, is set to open this year.

Students learn to connect 
science and technology 
with everyday life at 
Carnegie Science 

Center. The center, located along 
the Ohio River, offers more than 400 
hands-on exhibits, the Buhl Planetarium, 
a Cold War-era submarine, three live 
demonstration theaters, the world’s largest 
robotics exhibition, the Miniature Railroad 
& Village and Highmark SportsWorks — 
an entire building devoted to the science 
of sports. Numerous workshops and 
programs are available for student groups.

Discover over 250 years 
of Western Pennsylvania 
history at Senator John 
Heinz History Center, a 

Smithsonian affiliate. The “Pittsburgh: A 
Tradition of Innovation” exhibit tells the 
story of the impacts the region has had 
on people’s lives, from the first human 
habitation to the innovators of today. The 
“Heinz” exhibit shares the history of the 
Heinz family through artifacts and archives. 
School tours and programs are available. 

VisitPITTSBURGH
412-281-7711
visitpittsburgh.com

Pittsburgh 

Carnegie Science Center MuseumLab

Senator John Heinz History Center

Clockwise from top left: Richard Nowitz, Courtesy Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, Rachellynn Schoen, Carnegie Science Center/VisitPITTSBURGH
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Historic Hudson Valley sites bring 
American history to life

Just 50 minutes outside of the hustle 
and bustle of New York City, Westches-
ter County, New York, offers student 
groups just the opposite atmosphere. 
Historic Hudson Valley, a nonprofit 
cultural organization, celebrates the his-
tory, architecture, landscape and culture 
of the Hudson Valley with sites that take 
students back in time.

Three of the five sites welcome 
student groups with tours and hands-on 
activities: Philipsburg Manor, Washing-
ton Irving’s Sunnyside and Van Cort-
landt Manor. Experiences are tailored to 
the group’s grade level. 

“These sites are so close to the 
modern New York City, but travel a little 
north and it’s a whole different experi-
ence,” said Margaret Hughes, associate 
director of education at Historic Hudson 
Valley. “It’s a total change of environ-
ment with different time periods, past 
and present, represented.” 

At Washington Irving’s Sunnyside, 
students tour the estate of America’s 
“Founding Father of Literature” who 
brought the world characters like Rip 
Van Winkle. Students learn about 
Irving’s storied past and the whimsical 
estate he designed himself. 

“Irving’s home teaches students 
about industrialization,” Hughes said. 
“Irving was writing his stories in the 
early 1800s. The way he described the 
Hudson River Valley in his books really 
made this a destination for Americans 
and an iconic one at that.” 

At Philipsburg Manor, students travel 
back to 1750 when it was a thriving 
milling and trading complex housing 23 
enslaved individuals of African descent.

“It’s a really special site,” Hughes said. 
“We talk about slavery in the Colonial 
north — a lot of people don’t realize 
slavery existed here. 

“We use the site to talk about enslaved 
people and refer to them by name,” she 
said. “History comes alive with hands-on 
activities, where students can help crank 
the gears on the water wheel or partici-

pate in open-hearth cooking with historic 
ingredients and recipes.” 

Van Cortlandt Manor includes the 
stone manor house, brick ferry house 
and heritage gardens.

“We talk to students about what it 
was like to live during the Revolutionary 

War,” Hughes said. “It’s a great way to 
talk about the time period with hands-
on activities.” n

Historic Hudson Valley 
914-366-6900
hudsonvalley.org

Historic Hudson Valley
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THE BEST OF

BROADWAY.COM/GROUPS         1.800.BROADWAY x2

Familiar faces return to Broadway
Broadway has some familiar faces 

arriving this spring, including histori-
cal-figures-turned-pop-stars, an Indie 
cult classic sure to win your heart 
with its charm and music, and a be-
loved family film reminding us about 
the true meaning of family.

Divorced, beheaded, died, divorced, 
beheaded, survived. From Tudor 
Queens to Pop Princesses, the SIX 
wives of Henry VIII take the mic 
to reclaim their identities out of the 
shadow of their infamous spouse 
— remixing 500 years of historical 
heartbreak into an exuberant celebra-
tion of 21st-century girl power. The 
female cast are backed by an all-
female band, the “Ladies in Waiting.” 
And if the girl power wasn’t enough 
to hook you, songs from the studio 
album of SIX are streamed on average 
300,000 times per day, making it the 
second highest streaming cast record-

ing in the world! Bring your group to 
Broadway and rock out the Renais-
sance with the hit musical SIX!

Dublin, 1982. Everyone is out of 
work. Thousands are seeking bluer 
skies across the Irish Sea.

Sixteen-year-old Conor and his 
schoolmates turn to music to escape 

troubles at home and impress a myste-
rious girl. With a score that embraces 
the new wave sounds of the classic 
era, SING STREET celebrates the thrill 
of first love and the power of music. 
Opening on April 19, a group can 
experience the world of 1980s Dublin 
eight times a week at SING STREET.

Based on the popular film, MRS. 

DOUBTFIRE follows Daniel Hillard 
(played by Rob McClure) a strug-
gling, out-of-work actor, who will do 
anything for his kids. After losing cus-
tody in a messy divorce, he disguises 
himself as Scottish nanny Euphegenia 
Doubtfire in a desperate attempt to stay 
in their lives. As his new persona be-
gins to take on a life of her own, Mrs. 
Doubtfire teaches Daniel more than he 
bargained for about how to be a father. 
A hysterical and heartfelt story about 
holding onto your loved ones against 
all odds, MRS. DOUBTFIRE is the 
next big musical comedy for families 
— of all kinds. Bring a group to re-live 
their favorite moments from MRS. 

DOUBTFIRE opening on Broadway in 
April!

Tickets for groups of 10 or more 
are available to all three of these new 
shows and so many more by calling 
1-800-BROADWAY ext. 2 or visiting 
broadway.com/groups. n

Broadway.com
800-BROADWAY, ext. 2
broadway.com/groups

Liz Lauren

SIX
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National Aquarium 

National Aquarium inspires conservation 
Set in the heart of Baltimore’s Inner 

Harbor, National Aquarium draws more 
than 1.3 million visitors each year, many 
of which are student groups. 

“The National Aquarium is consis-
tently ranked one of the top three aquari-
ums in the United States,” said Nora 
Campbell, the aquarium’s director of 
sales. “Student visitors will have the op-
portunity to journey from an Australian 
river gorge to the canopy of a rain forest 
to the depths of an Indo-Pacific reef and 
beyond at the National Aquarium. They’ll 
get up close and personal with 20,000 
unique animals in a variety of stunning, 
award-winning habitats and discover the 
tie that binds these varied ecosystems and 
animals together — water.” 

The aquarium is made up of two main 
buildings and five levels of exhibits. In the 
“Tropical Rainforest” exhibit, two-toed 
sloths, golden lion tamarin monkeys 
and many species of frogs surround 

students as birds fly overhead. “Dolphin 
Discovery,” the aquarium’s largest exhibit, 
offers a glimpse into dolphins’ daily lives; 
marine mammal experts chat with guests 
about caring for and teaching them. 
The 225,000-gallon, ring-shaped exhibit 
“Shark Alley” brings students nose to 
nose with several shark species. 

In addition to self-guided exploration, 
student groups can watch 4D movies, 
take behind-the-scenes tours and partici-
pate in educational classroom programs.

“The National Aquarium offers a 
variety of age-appropriate classroom 
programs for middle and high school 
students, such as our hands-on squid 
dissection, Aquarium Careers program 
and Phylum lab,” Campbell said. “We 
offer private group dining with an ani-
mal encounter, known as our Dine and 
Discover program, which offers a variety 
of personalized menus and options.” 

Other dining options include two 

on-site cafes and a la carte options. 
Groups also can select from pre-
arranged options, such as box lunches, 
private dining in the Harbor View Room 
and lunch vouchers. 

Student groups can expect to spend 
between two to three hours at the 
aquarium. 

“Through our unparalleled exhibits 
and conservation-based programming, 
we hope to create a community of hope-
ful conservationists in all our guests, 
driven by our focus on changing the way 
humanity cares for our ocean planet,” 
Campbell said. “The hope is that stu-
dents leave the aquarium with a feeling 
they can make a positive change in their 
environment and share the lessons they 
learned with others.” n

National Aquarium
410-576-3833
aqua.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
646.977.8687  |  tours@yankees.com  |  www.yankees.com/tours 

@YANKEESTOURS

Book a GROUP TOUR and visit exclusive Yankee Stadium locations 
including the New Yankees Museum presented by Bank of America, 

Monument Park, the New York Yankees Dugout, and/or the Press Box.

Great for Field Trips, Summer Camps or any school outings.

TOUR ICONIC YANKEE STADIUM, 
HOME OF THE 27-TIME  

WORLD SERIES CHAMPIONS!

Revitalize your stay with 
a complimentary full hot 
breakfast and bus parking, 
fast & free WiFi, and more. 
Find Prudential Center, 
NJPAC, and Manhattan  
just minutes away.

Book our best rates and  
special packages at  
elementharrisonnewark.com  
or call 973 484 1500.

Extended Stay Reimagined

Element Harrison-Newark
399 Somerset Street 
Harrison, NJ 07029
elementhotels.com    1 877 element

©2019 Marriott Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. For full terms & conditions visit
elementharrisonnewark.com

Element Hotels

World of espionage comes
alive at SPYSCAPE

Code names, secret agents, clas-
sified information, CIA, MI-6 — 
New York City’s newest museum, 
SPYSCAPE, immerses visitors in the 
world of espionage.

“SPYSCAPE is a new kind of destina-
tion,” said Ian Oldaker, general manager. 
“Visitors are not just informed, they are 
entertained. It is an interactive experi-
ence where visitors get to try their hand 
at real spy challenges.”

To learn about this world and if they 
could survive in it, students go “un-
dercover.” Galleries highlight history 
like the Cuban Missile Crisis or Alan 
Turing and the Enigma Machine. Ex-
hibits include displays of devices used 
to conceal, communicate or acquire 
information. Students then swipe their 
identification band and complete chal-
lenges related to each gallery.

Whether writing in code or deci-

SPYSCAPE 
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phering them, spies use a secret lan-
guage. The Encryption Gallery tells the 
story of codes and allows visitors to test 
their code-making and code-breaking 
skills in the Encryption Challenge. 

Students also learn about the most 
damaging spy in FBI history who sold 
secrets to foreign powers for two de-
cades. The Deception Challenge places 
visitors in an interrogation booth to 
put their lying and lie detection skills 
to the test. 

What does personal surveillance 
look and feel like? Is there a balance 
between security, service, and freedom 
from governments and the corporate 
world? The Surveillance Challenge im-
merses students in a 360-degree dome 
of CCT feeds, where they test their 
powers of observation. 

Perhaps the most exciting challenge 
is the laser tunnel in the Special Ops 
Challenge vault. 

“Visitors test their strategy and 
agility as they go through a laser tunnel 

hitting as many lit buttons as they can 
while evading lasers.” Oldaker said.

Before leaving SPYSCAPE, students 
get the chance to discover their inner spy. 

“Based on visitors results in the dif-
ferent challenges, they are assigned one 
of 10 spy roles from Analyst to Spymas-
ter.” Oldaker said. “Students leave with 

new knowledge about themselves: their 
skills, characteristics and personality 
traits and how those could be used in 
the world of espionage.” n

SPYSCAPE
212-549-1941
spyscape.com/groups

SPYSCAPE 
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CALL NORMA DOBROWOLSKI 
800.626.2326     
OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL

FUN BEACH
EXCITING BOARDWALK
HERITAGE EXPERIENCES
FESTIVALS & EVENTS
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Call for Group Rates 410.545.5929

601 Light Street at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
www.marylandsciencecenter.org

One of the Top Ten 
Science Centers in the U.S. 

 – Parent’s Magazine

Maryland Science Center

Three floors of hands-on exhibits, 

live science, digital planetarium 

and IMAX films all under one roof.

Monticello shares Thomas Jefferson’s legacy
Thomas Jefferson is well-known as 

the primary author of the Declaration 
of Independence and the third president 
of the United States. But students gain a 
deeper understanding of the American 
figure and his diverse interests at Mon-
ticello, his former estate located near 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 

For a quick glimpse of Monticello, 
all one has to do is take a close look at 
the back of a nickel. Monticello, a Na-
tional Historic Landmark and UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, was the center of 
Jefferson’s world. The 5,000-acre planta-
tion included the neoclassical house he 
designed himself atop a small mountain, 

an ornamental landscape, a farm, and a 
community of his extended family and 
Monticello’s enslaved community. 

“At Monticello, we focus on three 
main themes: Jefferson as a nation 
builder, Monticello as a plantation and a 
home to the enslaved, and Monticello as 
an architectural icon,” said Linnea Grim, 
director of education and visitor services. 

Guided tours of Jefferson’s home 
give students access to the authentically 
furnished interior, as well as his gardens, 
workrooms and storage areas. Students 
also explore Mulberry Row — the center 
of plantation activity in Jefferson’s time 
— and the Thomas Jefferson Visitor 
Center’s theater and museum galleries.  

A variety of guided field trip pro-
grams are available. 

“The Roundabout Monticello 
program leads to really great discus-
sions,” Grim said. The 2½-hour program 
explores Monticello’s public and private ©Thomas Jefferson Foundation at Monticello
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Call Today! 301-791-3246  /  VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM

Arts.
Culture.
History.

HAGERSTOWN

HAS IT!

MD Theatre and Performing Arts Complex • Museum of Fine Arts • Hagerstown Cultural Trail

Get Inspired!  VisitMontgomery.com

Montgomery County, Maryland 
puts an abundance of history, 
award-winning STEM programs, 
and world-class evening activities 
right at your student’s fingertips. 
All within a quick drive and easy 
access to Washington, DC.

rio Lakefront
Gaithersburg, MD

Where
Meets

Education Exploration

spaces and highlights the people who 
lived and worked there over 200 years 
ago. This program provides an intro-
duction to Monticello as a working 
plantation and architectural icon, and to 
Jefferson as a Founding Father and man 

of the Enlightenment.  
Grim said students often wrestle 

with the difficult history Monticello 
presents in telling the story of Jefferson, 
the slave owner.

“We love seeing middle and high 

schoolers here,” Grim said. “It’s so im-
portant to connect with students about 
this important history.” 

On average, 55,000 students visit 
Monticello every year, with two-thirds 
of those visitors coming from outside of 
Virginia. Grim said Monticello is a great 
stop as part of a larger historic tour of 
the East Coast. 

“We provide a good grounding in 
American history,” she said. “So much of 
what students see elsewhere relates back 
to Thomas Jefferson.” 

Student groups should plan to spend 
two to four hours at Monticello. Reser-
vations are required as early as pos-
sible. Monticello’s busy season is March 
through the end of May, as well as July, 
October and November. An on-site cafe 
offers group lunches. Motorcoach park-
ing is available. n

Monticello 
434-984-9879
monticello.org

©Thomas Jefferson Foundation at Monticello
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Hip &
HISTORIC

Engage in interactive educational programs and 
experience our storied past at Civil War Battlefields, 
historic sites, and museums. Indulge in a variety 
of group-friendly restaurants and trek through the 
outdoors in national & state parks.
visitfrederick.org • 800-999-3613

Valley Forge abounds with student offerings 
Located halfway between Washing-

ton, D.C., and New York City, Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania, offers a mix of big 
city and small town, with seemingly 

endless options for student groups. 
“Valley Forge and Montgomery 

County, Pennsylvania, is the ultimate 
student group destination,” said Marc 
Kaminetsky, CTIS, director of sports, 
tourism & convention sales for the Val-
ley Forge Tourism & Convention Board. 
“Students can immerse themselves in 
history, while also enjoying some of the 
adrenaline-rushing adventures such as 
indoor skydiving at iFly and zip lining at 
Elmwood Park Zoo. Being only 18 miles 
from Center City Philadelphia, Valley 
Forge is a must for all student groups 
coming to the area.” 

As one of the country's most histori-
cally significant destinations, Valley Forge 
fits perfectly into students’ curriculum. 
Valley Forge National Historical Park 
shares the fascinating story of the Con-
tinental Army and its quest for liberty. 
Students can participate in bus tours, 
walking tours and guided bike trips.

The Valley Forge National Historical 
Park has been undergoing a $14 million 
renovation of the 18,376-square-foot 
visitor center. It’s the building’s first 
major overhaul since 1976 and includes 
new immersive exhibits, a new theater 
and five new films.

Another not-to-miss stop is the John 
James Audubon Center at Mill Grove, 
where students can explore 175 acres 
of landscape, and enjoy interpretive 
demonstrations with live great horned 
owls and red-tailed hawks. Last year, the 
center celebrated its grand opening of 
a new 18,000-square-foot museum and 
nature-based facility. 

Students can see more animals at 
Elmwood Park Zoo, a 95-year-old insti-
tution with animal encounters designed 
for maximum viewing. Students can eat 
at Treetop Café before hand-feeding a 
bison or a giraffe. Throw some exhilara-
tion into the curriculum at the on-site 
Treetop Adventures, a zip line that sends 
students soaring right over the animal 
enclosures. 

Student can keep the adrenaline 
pumping with indoor skydiving at iFly 
King of Prussia. The iFly staff can aug-
ment a visit with educational content 
and on-site catering.

Additional itinerary options include 
Freedoms Foundation and Peter Wentz 
Farmstead. 

“Valley Forge Tourism & Conven-
tion Board is pleased to offer a number 
of complimentary services,” Kaminetsky 
said. “Through our connections to a net-
work of more than 600 members, we can 
put you in touch with exactly what you 
need such as tour and attractions guide 
services, dining recommendations, 
transportation, etc. All group tours will 
also receive complimentary welcome 
gifts, provided by the VFTCB.” n

Valley Forge Tourism
 & Convention Board
610-834-7972
valleyforge.org/group-tours/students

Elmwood Park Zoo

Dylan Eddinger for VFTCB



WASHINGTON
D.C. 

To make a group reservation email  
info@iconattractions.com or call (301) 842-8650.

STUDENT TRAVEL PRICING 
As low as $10 per student plus, for every 10 

students, 1 adult rides free.

W    W!

thecapitalwheel.com � 15 minutes from downtown Washington DC

TAKE A SPIN ON
THE CAPITAL WHEEL!
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CartoonNetworkHotel.com l t f  2285 Lincoln Highway East | Lancaster PA 17602 | SALES DEPARTMENT: 717-925-7834

TM & © 2019 Cartoon Network

Book Your Animation Group Destination!
From rooms to restaurants, you can • Eat • Sleep • Cartoon!

The Frick Pittsburgh inspires with art, history and nature 
Situated on a 5½-acre garden estate 

in Pittsburgh’s Point Breeze neighbor-
hood, The Frick Pittsburgh invites 
students to experience the culture and 
refinement of the Gilded Age.  

The Frick Pittsburgh comprises a 
complex of museums, historical build-
ings and gardens, all left as a legacy to 
the people of Pittsburgh by the family of 
industrialist Henry Clay Frick. 

“With three museums on site, plus 
nearly six acres of greenspace and an 
operational historic greenhouse, we 
can provide students with the type of 
programming they cannot get anywhere 
else in Pittsburgh,” said Kelsie Torrenti 
Paul, manager of school learning at The 
Frick Pittsburgh.

During tours of the three museum 
spaces, student groups are broken up 
into smaller groups of eight students 
or less. 

“This ensures that each student 
receives a personal, unique tour that 
encourages their participation,” Torrenti 
Paul said. “Many of our school programs 
also include a hands-on component, 
whether that means an opportunity 
to handle historic objects or to create 
works of art. The programs are designed 
to engage students in more specific 
topics, including the European guild 
system, the importance of the assembly 
line and industrialism in the Gilded Age 
— just to name a few.” 

Clayton, the home of the Henry Clay 
Frick family, is a meticulously restored, 

23-room mansion. Students touring the 
mansion see historic objects up-close. 
The Frick Art Museum houses Helen 
Clay Frick’s personal collection of fine 
and decorative arts, including French 
18th-century paintings, Renaissance 
and baroque bronzes, and Chinese 
porcelains. The museum also features 
changing special exhibitions. The Car 
and Carriage Museum takes students 
back in time to see historic automobiles 
including a Model T and Rolls-Royce. 

“We hope that students who visit 
The Frick Pittsburgh walk away know-

ing that museums don’t have to be dusty 
old buildings with objects behind glass, 
but that they are fun, engaging places 
to learn new things and connect with 
art and history,” Torrenti Paul said. “If a 
student leaves the Frick inspired to learn 
more about the Gilded Age, the inven-
tion of the automobile or the impact of 
art on pre-revolutionary France, then we 
have done our job.” n 

The Frick Pittsburgh
412-342-4087
thefrickpittsburgh.org

Courtesy The Frick Pittsburgh
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Kids are like sponges. So take ‘em someplace where 

they can really soak up the fun. Yep, we’re talking 

Philadelphia. 

Think of us as your Philadelphia concierge, providing  

local contacts, recommending attractions and 

itineraries, and cluing you in on where to stay and eat. 

Plan your tours today at discoverphl.com/groups  
or call Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312.

PHILADELPHIA.   

AT LEAST THAT’S WHAT  
THE KIDS TELL US.

Explore America’s 
Most Historic Prison

Customized, private 
group tours are led by a 

member of our expert staff. 

2027 Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
(215) 309-4900

www.EasternState.org
grouptours@easternstate.org

NATIONAL 
CONSTITUTION 

CENTER 
    The National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia brings the Constitution to 
life for visitors of all ages. The museum 
features interactive exhibits, engaging 
theatrical performances, rare documents 
and customizable offerings for educators 
and students. Contact Gina Romanelli at
gromanelli@constitutioncenter.org.  

215-409-6695
525 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106 
constitutioncenter.org

ONE LIBERTY 
OBSERVATION DECK

    Welcomes guests to see Philly like 
never before.  As Philadelphia’s tallest 
attraction, our Observation Deck will 
provide amazing 360-degree views of 
Philly and beyond. Our interactive 
environment teaches you about Phil-
adelphia’s history and your view from 
every direction.  An experience not to 
be missed!  Contact Diane Meglino at 
diane@phillyfromthetop.com. 

215-845-4160
1650 Market St.

Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phillyfromthetop.com
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MID-ATLANTIC

Plan your trip today.

JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT

historyisfun.org

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AT YORKTOWN

Real History. Real Fun.

Renovations underway
at Folger Shakespeare Library 

Star-crossed lovers. Betrayal and 
loyalty. Pride. Themes like these under-
pin the works of William Shakespeare. 
The Folger Shakespeare Library in 
Washington, D.C., is the world’s largest 
Shakespeare collection and the ultimate 
resource for exploring the playwright 
and his world.

 “All of his plays ask big questions,” 
said Peggy O’Brien, the library’s direc-
tor of education. “How does it feel to 
be an outsider? Has love ever taken you 
by surprise? Do you deserve to keep 
what you take by force? These are the 
same kinds of questions that authors 
are writing about right now and have 
written about forever.”

Henry and Emily Folger established 
the Folger Shakespeare Library in 1932. 
They hoped to share and spread their 
love of his 37 plays and 154 sonnets. 

Currently, renovations are under-
way at Folger. While tours and exhibi-
tions are suspended during this time, 
venues across the capital will host 
Folger theater productions to ensure 
students will still see Shakespeare per-

formed live. A 12,000-foot exhibition 
space aimed at maximizing visitors’ 
interaction with the collection is at the 
heart of the redesign and is expected 
to be completed in 2022. 

Once complete, tours and other 
encounters will offer visitors the chance 
to explore many aspects of the library 
and its collection. Students will access 
Shakespeare through the power of 
performance, the wonder of exhibitions 
and the excitement of new scholarship.

 “Folger Education knows the 
best ways for students to understand 
Shakespeare’s language is to play with 
his words and/or see them played out,” 
O’Brien said. “The choices actors and 
directors make in bringing these works 
to life on stage is endlessly fascinating.”

Student matinees are shown inside 
North America’s first replica of an 
Elizabethan-style theater. 

 “Shakespeare’s plays are staged in 
all kinds of lively and different ways, 
and that drives home to students the 
power of language and those charac-
ters.” O’Brien said. “He wrote his plays 
to be seen. They were not printed until 
after they were performed. A wonder-
fully authentic way to connect with 
Shakespeare is through performance.” n

 
Folger Shakespeare Library
202-544-4600
folger.edu

Chester Simpson/Courtesy of Folger Shakespeare Library



BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE.
By land, air, and sea, there’s no shortage of ways for your group to have an epic 

adventure. Enjoy uncommon access to nature’s wonders and unforgettable  

hands-on educational experiences in Virginia Beach.  

Plan your group’s Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.

TAKE YOUR
LESSONS TO
NEW HEIGHTS
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FUN FACTS
Known as “The Dinner Table of the 

South,” Birmingham hosts the country’s 
best dining scene and was Ground 
Zero for the American Civil Rights 
Movement — now drawing visitors from 
around the world to immerse in this 
flavorful and historic city. 

Birmingham is internationally known 
for its medical community; at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
students can take tours of the campus 
included with hands-on learning in the 
simulation lab.

The Birmingham Zoo is one of the 
state’s top attractions, hosting 950 
animals from 230 species that students 

can examine during educational 
programs.  

“This is a city made for student 
tour visits,” said Sara Hamlin, tourism 
vice president at Greater Birmingham 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Along 
with themed tours, our calendar is 
packed with special events, from 
independent film celebrations to art and 
food festivals.” 

The Birmingham CVB makes visits 
easy and productive, with custom 
itineraries and specialized guides that 
help educators plan every detail to 
ensure an exciting trip.  

A l a b a m a

5Stops

B i r m i n g h a m

• Birmingham is the only place in 
the world where all the materials 
to make iron — iron ore, coal and 
limestone — can be found within a 
10-mile radius.

• Birmingham is home to the 
nation’s oldest baseball park, 
Rickwood Field.

Greater Birmingham Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Birmingham, Alabama 
 GO
Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum
205-702-8713
barbermuseum.org

Birmingham Civil Rights District
205-458-8000
birminghamal.org

McWane Science Center
205-714-8300
mcwane.org

The Pizitz Food Hall
205-639-0108
thepizitz.com

Red Mountain State Park
205-913-7899
redmountainpark.org
  ASK
Greater Birmingham Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
205-458-8000
birminghamal.org

5 STOPS

Red Mountain Park
Practice the Tarzan call and get 

ready to swing among the trees at the 
1,500-acre Red Mountain Park. Once 
the site of extensive iron ore mining, 
Red Mountain Park hosts over 15 miles 
of trails; three treehouses; a 6-acre 
off-leash dog park; and a plethora 
of thrilling adventures including zip 
lines, ropes courses and rock walls. 
Sign up for a team-building exercise, 
which combines the elements of group 
dynamics and outdoor adventure to 
forge stronger student relationships.

Barber Vintage
Motorsports Museum

Boasting over 1,600 bikes, Barber 
Vintage Motorsports Museum houses 
the world’s largest collection of old, new 
and rare motorcycles — a must-see for 
bike and Lotus car enthusiasts. Students 
will enjoy the Wheels of Technology 
program, which highlights how science, 
math and engineering are used in the 
racing world. Get a social studies lesson 
from the Rolling Through Time tour and 
discuss how motorcycles impacted 
world history — from the Industrial 
Revolution through WWII and beyond.

The Pizitz Food Hall
Dining at The Pizitz Food Hall is 

especially popular with students, serving 
up a variety of dishes from around the 
world. The Pizitz Food Hall houses 
14 food stalls, one restaurant and a 
variety of other businesses and shops. 
Students can get a taste for Southern 
American, Israeli, Vietnamese, Nepalese, 
Indian and Japanese cuisine all in one 
place. End the meal with handcrafted 
candy, a warm pie, rich smoothies or 
other sweet treats offered at Pizitz.

Birmingham Civil
Rights District

The global spotlight was cast on 
Birmingham in the 1960s when the Civil 
Rights Movement revolutionized the 
streets, with protests and marches rising 
throughout the city. The Birmingham 
Civil Rights District allows students 
to take a deeper dive into the events 
that still influence American culture 
today. Study the Children’s March of 
1963 with an interactive program at the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. Visit 
historic 16th Street Baptist Church, the 
site of the 1963 fatal bombing.

McWane Science Center
McWane Science Center is a modern 

exploration venue with an aquarium 
and a 280-seat IMAX Dome Theater. 
Students will see dinosaurs, sea 
monsters, lightning bolts, jellyfish and 
more. Visit the Shark & Ray Touch Tank 
to physically interact with the sharks 
and rays. Play tug-of-war with the Giant 
Lever. Spin colorful sand and watch 
digital butterflies alight on the walls in 
the Art & Tech Gallery. The McWane 
Science Center features four state-
of-the-art classrooms for educational 
programs that allow educators to 
enhance their curriculums.

Clockwise from top left: Greater Birmingham Convention & Visitors Bureau (4), McWane Science Center
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NEW ORLEANS
LOUISIANA

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...<
SOCIAL STUDIES

HISTORY

ART

Named one of the “Best 
Places to Learn U.S. 
Military History” by USA 
Today, The National WWII 

Museum provides dynamic educational 
resources to help students explore the 
values and beliefs that surrounded 
this monumental conflict. Discuss the 
culture, science and engineering behind 
WWII through interactive displays and 
hands-on activities. Educators have 
the option to put the exhibits right 
into the classroom with the museum’s 
ww2classroom.org immersive program.

Learn about New Orleans 
history, culture and 
entertainment through the 
extravagance of Mardi 

Gras at Mardi Gras World. Tours 
take groups through artist studios and 
operating workshops to get a behind-
the-scenes look at where 80% of the 
floats that journey down New Orleans’ 
streets during Carnival season are built. 
Students can dress like a Mardi Gras 
float rider and make their own colorful 
masks to take home.

Critically acclaimed artist 
Brandan “BMike” Odums 
established Studio Be 
in 2016, an art exhibition 

featuring several murals and installations 
in a 36,000-square-foot gallery. Known 
for his playful mix of realism and vibrant 
color, Odums portrays Black American 
activists and ordinary people while also 
highlighting topics like the self-care 
movement and law enforcement violence. 
All inside a transformed warehouse, 
students can tour the facility and discuss 
issues like prejudice and self-acceptance 
through exceptional artwork. 

New Orleans & Company 
800-672-6124
neworleans.com

New Orleans

The National WWII Museum

Studio Be

Mardi Gras World

New Orleans & Company
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LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

medievaltimes.com/grouptours • #MTFan

Group Tour Experience Includes
Two-hour live tournament  • Four-course feast • Authentic jousting & sword fights 

Magnificent pure Spanish horses • Discounted rates for Operators
 Seating for 1,000+ guests in a climate-controlled castle  • Free bus parking

Orlando, FL • Buena Park, CA • Lyndhurst, NJ • Chicago, IL • Dallas, TX  
Toronto, ON • Myrtle Beach, SC • Baltimore, MD • Atlanta, GA • Scottsdale, AZ

Splash into an adventure
at Clearwater Marine Aquarium

At Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
in Florida, students not only get an 
up-close look at marine life, but they 
also see how the animals are cared for, 
rehabilitated and released.

“Clearwater Marine Aquarium pro-
vides a unique opportunity for students 
by allowing them to see the day-to-day 
operations of a working marine animal 
hospital,” said Kylie Diaz, director 
of tourism marketing for Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium. “The Education 
Department conducts STEM-based 
programming focusing on CMA’s mis-
sion of research, conservation, and the 
rescue, rehabilitation and release of 
marine animals.

“The aquarium also offers interac-
tive classroom programs, eco-boat 
tours, kayak programs, sleepover pro-
grams and custom tours.”

The eco-boat tours allow student 
groups to explore the local Florida 
environment in an interactive way.

“(Eco-boat tours) are a favorite for 
school groups as it allows them to get 
out into nature and observe natural 
phenomena and animals they study 
in the classroom,” Diaz said. “They 
can learn how they impact the marine 
environment and how to take steps to 
protect and preserve it.”

Winter the dolphin, star of the 
Dolphin Tale movies, lives on-site at the 
aquarium and swims with a prosthetic 
tail. Winter is a major draw to the 
aquarium, Diaz said.

A massive expansion is also current-
ly taking place at the aquarium. Set for 
completion later this year, the expan-
sion will allow the aquarium to rescue 
and release more marine life, create an 
enhanced living habitat for resident 
non-releasable animals, provide more 
space for guests, and feature a state-of-
the-art theater and event space.

“Our upcoming expansion will also 
feature a dedicated educational area for 
our school groups and seasonal camps,” 
Diaz said.

Once the expansion is complete, the 
aquarium will be able to host groups of 
up to 450 guests. n

Clearwater Marine Aquarium
727-441-1790
seewinter.com GTM/Kelsey Smith
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Experience the Cook Museum of Natural Science in Decatur, Alabama!

 St. Louis Union Station

St. Louis Union Station provides many 
entertaining activities for students  

With a new world class aquarium, 
a 200-foot high “Observation Wheel” 
(also known as the St. Louis Wheel) and 
an indoor ropes course, St. Louis Union 
Station just made planning tours for 
students much easier.

The trio — along with a new car-
ousel, Mirror Maze and miniature golf 
course — appeal even to the hard-to-
please teen traveler. 

Union Station is the perfect venue for 
student groups, with the youth-oriented 
Soda Fountain Restaurant serving up 
burgers, fries, onion rings and the iconic 
“freak shakes.” 

Students have the freedom to choose 

their own adventure without leaving 
the Union Station grounds, which also 
includes a 567-room hotel.

“We have the most Instagramable 
moments here in St. Louis right now 
with all the fun stuff we’ve got going on,” 
said Cameron Schoeffel, director of sales 
and entertainment. “All are within the 
confines of the historic old station, once 
the busiest train station in the country, 
and the massive train yard so no ad-
ditional transportation is needed. 

“It’s really a one-stop shop,” Schoef-
fel said. “We’ve got a great, very com-
petitive group pricing structure for tour 
groups. The beauty is we’ve got options. 

Groups can pick only attractions they 
are interested in.”

Nearby are Forest Park with the St. 
Louis Zoo, Science Center, Art Museum 
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Rosemary Judkins • 334.242.4493 
Alabama Tourism Department

Student Performance Opportunities 
at the World Games

The World Games is an extraordinary, international sports event held every 
four years, and in 2021 the games come to America. 
“Ask me about the opportunities on a world stage for your 
performance groups, the fun they will have watching the 
games and the history they will learn being in Alabama.” 

and Missouri Historical Society — all 
with free general admission. 

The St. Louis Aquarium opened on 
Christmas Day 2019 to rave reviews. With 
44 exhibits — many interactive — and 
13,000 animals from around the world, 
students can spend hours exploring. 

Currently, the station is working to 
roll out programming and special pack-
aging for students for spring break and 
summer travel.

Free bus parking is available at a 
designated area on an adjacent street. 
Discounts apply for student groups of 10 
or more.  n

St. Louis Union Station
314-802-3165
stlouisunionstation.com

 St. Louis Union Station
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Get behind art and science of entertainment
at Universal Orlando Resort

At Universal Orlando Resort in Or-
lando, Florida, students will dive deeper 
into subjects like culinary arts, business, 
marketing and sales, and weather with 
the use of the resort’s top attractions.  

For more than 25 years, Universal 
Orlando Resort has hosted some of the 
world’s most exciting theme parks, in-
cluding The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter, Universal’s Islands of Adventure 
and Universal’s Volcano Bay. 

“Universal Orlando Resort is a 
unique destination where guests are not 
just entertained — they are a part of the 
most exhilarating entertainment ever 
created,” said Teresa Crews, director of 
youth & trade programs and sales train-
ing at Universal Parks & Resorts. 

In addition to its thrilling attractions, 
the resort offers a variety of hands-on 
and engaging programs for student 

groups of 20 or more. 
The Your Classroom in Motion: 

STEAM App Series program transforms 
the resort’s attractions into critical think-
ing and creative learning opportunities. 
Students apply the formulas of potential 
and kinetic energy, carry out the scien-
tific method and become a paleobotanist 
using the resort’s top experiences. 

 Students learn key components of 
character development, plot develop-
ment, backstory and other elements 
of storytelling with the Storytelling: It 
Starts with a Hero program — created in 
partnership with Full Sail University. 

Earlier this year, the resort added a 
new workshop to its STARS Performance 
Program called Sound Design: Music 
and the Art of Foley. In this program, 
choir, band and orchestra students sync 
music to blockbuster movies, create Foley 

effects for exciting scenes and voice over 
characters. For more information about 
the Sound Design: Music and the Art of 
Foley workshop, see page 8.

“Our programs offer epic and au-
thentic learning environments designed 
for students to explore academic and 
professional interests — designed by 
former classroom teachers, so we know 
what matters to educators,” Crews said.

Now through Dec. 20, Universal 
Orlando Resort is offering perks for 
student groups booking a first-time stay 
at Universal’s Cabana Bay Beach Resort. 
Groups will enjoy complimentary shuttle 
bus transportation to the theme parks, 
discounted breakfast vouchers, one com-
plimentary guest room and more. n

Universal Orlando Resort
universalorlandoyouth.com

Courtesy of Universal Orlando Resort



When your group books a stay 
at Universal’s Cabana Bay 
Beach Resort now through 
December 20, 2020, they will 
receive the following group  
incentives.

Cabana Bay Beach Resort TM & © 2020 UCF Hotel Venture II. To receive these incentives you must use the promo code “LG1920” and at time of contracting. All prices, options, and dates are subject to availability and change 
without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer or previously contracted programs. Valid only for new contracted youth group business of 10 or more paid and occupied rooms per night. Not 
valid on Saturdays or Sundays during Universal’s Halloween Horror Night event nights – September 10, 2020 through November 1, 2020. Contract must be booked and actualized by December 20, 2020. *50% off of breakfast 
vouchers are limited to a $13 value of the hotel’s choice and only available per person with paid room night. ^Upgrade to an unlimited “Length of Stay” soda package for each purchase of a “Single Day” soda package, per 
person with paid room night. **For every 40 rooms booked, a complimentary room can be provided for the same dates and length of stay as the youth group block. Complimentary room is based on paid and actualized rooms. 
Limited to space availability. ◊For every 15 guest rooms occupied and paid, one complimentary guest room upgrade is available. Limited to space availability. Universal elements and all related indicia TM & © 2020 Universal 
Studios. All rights reserved. 2045159

Visit UniversalOrlandoYouth.com/Resorts 
and use promo code LG1920. 

•!50%* off on breakfast vouchers (per person, per day)

•!Complimentary upgrade to an unlimited “Length of Stay” soda package^

•!1 complimentary room** for every 40 occupied and paid rooms

•!1 complimentary room upgrade◊ per 15 guest rooms

Valid only for new contracted youth group business 
of 10 or more paid and occupied rooms per night.

SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR YOUTH GROUPS
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  Discount group tour rates

  Custom group tours

  Package tours also available

Book Your Group 
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com 

502.588.7227 

Watch wood chips fly as we create 
bats for baseball’s best, enjoy 

engaging exhibits and take home 
free mini-bats! We can customize 
your tour based on your interests 

and are proud to partner with other 
local favorites to offer dining and 

attraction packages.

We Cover All the Bases

Team Up and Save 

In 1986, the Space Shuttle Challenger 
carrying seven crew members exploded 
in the sky only 73 seconds into its flight. 
Live television as well as bystanders cap-
tured this horrific disaster as the world 
watched a highly anticipated mission 
end tragically.

Located in St. Louis, Missouri, Chal-
lenger Learning Center-St. Louis is part 
of a network of more than 40 Challenger 
Learning Centers located throughout 
the world, inspiring students to develop 
deep interests in science, math and 
technology. 

“The center is part of the Challenger 
Center for Space Science Education, an 
international not-for-profit education 
organization founded in April 1986 by 
the families of the astronauts tragically 
lost during the Challenger space shuttle 
mission,” said Tasmyn Scarl Front, ex-
ecutive director at Challenger Learning 
Center-St. Louis. 

The center honors the crew that 
undertook immense responsibilities in 
the name of space exploration. Today, 
the attraction has served over 250,000 
people since its inception in 2003. 

Educational experiences at the center 
include workshops for not only students 
but educators too, as well as immersive 
simulation programs and post-visit 
classroom resources.

“For school groups, a visit to the 
Challenger Learning Center is unlike 
any other field trip,” Scarl Front said.

The center’s core experience is 
a space mission simulation, which 
contains an “orbiting” space station and 
Mission Control center modeled after 
NASA’s Johnson Space Center.

Students will receive jobs similar 
to those of astronauts, engineers and 
scientists. While one half of the crew 
works on the spacecraft, the other works 
in Mission Control.

Play the role of rocket design 
companies in the Great Rocket Design 
Challenge. After taking a short tutorial, 
students will work cooperatively using 
math, writing and design engineering 
to construct and test paper rockets on a 
high-powered air launcher. 

“Our engaging and transformative 
experiences show students that they are 
capable of pursuing a STEM pathway 
while having fun,” Scarl Front said. 
“Our programs have an emphasis on the 
importance of using teamwork, com-
munication, perseverance and critical 
thinking skills.” n

Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis
314-521-6205
challengerstl.org

Challenger Learning Center offers 
simulated space missions 

Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis
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Dollywood, the 150-acre theme park 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, commemo-
rates its 35th anniversary season in 2020.

Packed with rides and live entertain-
ment shows, Dollywood also is brim-
ming with educational resources, said 
Ellen Liston, senior publicist.

“Students can experience live crafting 
demonstrations by artisans to explore 
what life was like in Appalachia in the 
early 1900s,” Liston said. 

Eagle Mountain Sanctuary is a 
30,000-square-foot aviary at Dollywood 
where students can see birds of prey. 

“Dollywood proudly exhibits the na-
tion’s largest exhibit of non-releasable 
bald eagles,” Liston said. “Our Birds 
of Prey show allows students to dive 
deeper into the ecology of these majes-
tic animals.”

Dollywood also offers performance 

opportunities for bands and choirs. 
Educators can make physics more 

thrilling by using the park’s STEM les-
son plans that explore the velocity of a 
roller coaster.

Dollywood’s celebrated new area, 
Wildwood Grove, opened in 2019. Earn-
ing the 2019 Golden Ticket Award for 
Best Kids’ Area of any theme park in the 
world, Wildwood Grove is the perfect 
place for students of all ages to explore, 
play and imagine together. 

All students on school-sponsored 
field trips visiting on a weekday receive 
complimentary lunch vouchers.

 “Dollywood opens the door for stu-
dents to experience educational material 
in a fun and stimulating environment,” 
Liston said. “In a world where our atten-
tion is continually vied for by electron-
ics, Dollywood offers an organic way to 

make learning enjoyable and captivat-
ing. We hope to spark the curiosity of 
young minds and encourage them to 
learn and love to learn.” n

Dollywood
865-428-9890
dollywood.com

MOUNTAINS OF FUN IN OUR BACKYARD
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, surrounded by the beauty of the 

Great Smoky Mountains and f i l led with action-packed attractions, 
l ike Dollywood, is your student group destination.

Pigeon Forge is a destination that provides students plenty of 
opportunities to learn, perform, march and have fun. Our team is 

ready to help you plan your tour to our exciting Smoky Mountain town. 
Contact us to learn more.

PigeonForgeTours.com
1-800-285-7557

PFT002266-008_Mrr_StudentGroupTourSE_7.25x4.75.indd   1 1/13/20   4:35 PM

As it celebrates, Dollywood aims
to make learning fun

The Dollywood Company



58 Spring 2020  •  studentgrouptour.com

FUN FACTS
Home to a little bit of everything, 

San Francisco overflows with eye-
opening and educational experiences 
for student groups. With its rich diversity 
and detailed history, the City by the Bay 
welcomes students from all around the 
country, and world, with open arms.

“A visit to San Francisco can open 
a student’s eyes to a different world,” 
said Hubertus Funke, executive vice 
president & chief tourism officer of 
the San Francisco Travel Association. 
“Here, in a city that is infinitely diverse, 
they can encounter sights, sounds, 

smells, tastes and sensations that 
may be entirely foreign to life at home. 
Each new experience brings a fresh 
perspective and shines a light on 
new possibilities. Perhaps poet Dylan 
Thomas said it best: ‘You wouldn’t think 
such a place as San Francisco could 
exist. The wonderful sunlight there, 
the hills, the great bridges, the Pacific 
at your shoes. Beautiful Chinatown. 
Every race in the world. The sardine 
fleets sailing out. The little cable cars 
whizzing down the city hills .... And all 
the people are open and friendly.’”

C a l i f o r n i a

5Stops

S a n  F r a n c i s c o

• Denim jeans were invented in San 
Francisco in 1873 by Levi Strauss 
for the gold rush miners who 
needed tough, comfortable clothing.

• The Chinese fortune cookie was 
invented by a Japanese resident of 
San Francisco.

• The city is built on more than 50 
named hills.

iStock
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San Francisco, California

GO
Asian Art Museum
415-581-3500
asianart.org

California Academy of Sciences
415-379-8000
calacademy.org

Exploratorium
415-528-4444
exploratorium.edu

San Francisco Symphony
415-864-6000
sfsymphony.org

San Francisco Zoo & Gardens
415-753-7080
sfzoo.org

ASK
San Francisco Travel Association
415-974-6900
sftravel.com

5 STOPS

San Francisco Zoo
& Gardens

Nestled against the Pacific Ocean, 
the San Francisco Zoo & Gardens 
is an urban oasis. It is home to over 
2,000 exotic, endangered and rescued 
animals representing more than 250 
species and lovely peaceful gardens 
full of native and foreign plants. The 
Leanne Roberts African Region and the 
Valentine Family Savanna offer a multi-
species landscape with giraffes, zebras, 
kudu, ostriches, storks and more. 
At Hearst Grizzly Gulch, visitors can 
get nose-to-nose with rescued grizzly 
sisters Kachina and Kiona.

California Academy
of Sciences

Home to an aquarium, planetarium, 
natural history museum, and world-class 
research and education programs, 
the California Academy of Sciences 
is one of San Francisco’s must-see 
destinations. From the splashing 
penguins in African Hall to the 
wildflowers on the roof, the building 
is bursting with life. A four-story living 
rainforest and awe-inspiring coral reef 
ecosystem delight visitors of all ages, 
while immersive planetarium shows 
transport audiences through space and 
time for a new perspective on the planet.

Exploratorium 

The Exploratorium is more than a 
museum; it’s an ongoing exploration of 
science, art and human perception. Step 
inside a tornado, turn upside down in a 
giant curved mirror, walk on a fog bridge 
and explore more than 650 hands-on 
exhibits. Students will find all of this 
plus unique programs, discussions 
and events; a cafe and restaurant; two 
stores; and more. The Exploratorium’s 
professional development programs 
provide educators with the skills, 
tools and support they need to apply 
inquiry-based learning and teaching in 
their classes.

Asian Art Museum
The Asian Art Museum is home 

to one of the most complete and 
renowned collections of Asian art in 
the world, with a collection spanning 
cultures from Turkey to India and China 
to the Philippines through 6,000 years. 
Deepen students’ study of Asian art and 
culture with a docent-led or self-guided 
visit. Serving one of the most diverse 
communities in the country, the museum 
leads a diverse, global audience in 
discovering the distinctive materials, 
aesthetics and intellectual achievements 
of Asian art and cultures.

San Francisco Symphony
The San Francisco Symphony 

sets the highest possible standard for 
excellence in musical performance 
at home and around the world. The 
symphony provides school groups an 
unforgettable and engaging learning 
experience at Davies Symphony Hall 
through Concerts for Kids performances 
and daytime Open Rehearsals. High 
school teachers and students enjoy 
a rewarding, educational experience 
when they witness live music making 
by the San Francisco Symphony. Open 
rehearsals provide a behind-the-scenes 
encounter — a great way to hear 
orchestral music come alive.

Clockwise from top left: © Exploratorium/exploratorium.edu, San Francisco Travel Association (4) 
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The history and science 
behind World War II 
aircraft are displayed at 
the National Museum of 

World War II Aviation. The museum 
brings to life the stories of the men and 
women who changed the course of world 
history through a selection of restored 
aircraft and more than 3,000 artifacts and 
historical documents. Student programs 
blend history and STEM, allowing 
students to understand the principles of 
flight and discuss how this affected World 
War II.

Visit Colorado Springs
719-635-7506
visitcos.com

COLORADo SPRINGS
COLORADO

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...<
STEM

PHYS-ED

HISTORY

This spring, the 
60,000-square-foot U.S. 
Olympic & Paralympic 
Museum opens its new, 

immersive facility — expected to draw 
350,000 visitors a year. Experience the 
excitement of walking into the stadium 
during the Opening Ceremony in the 
multimedia, 360-degree “Parade of 
Nations” exhibit. The Athlete Training 
gallery allows students to try six different 
sports, including the 30-meter dash, 
alpine skiing and archery.

The Space Foundation 
Discovery Center is a 
STEM-focused attraction 
offering hands-on learning 

through special exhibits, activities and 
presentations. Educators have the option 
to choose from five tiered voyages that 
focus on topics like science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. Visit 
the Lockheed Martin Space Education 
Center, where students can use the 
same state-of-the-art modeling and 
visualization software used by space 
industry professionals.

Clockwise from top left: Gallagher & Associates, VisitCOS.com (3) 

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum

Space Foundation Discovery Center Space Foundation Discovery Center

National Museum of World War II Aviation



We believe in educators who can turn a lesson into a life-changing 
event. Explorers who dream about piloting a rover on Mars and 

making a new paleontology discovery. We believe that every student 
deserves to learn the wonders of Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Math with hands-on, out-of-this-world experiences. 

We believe in explorers.

Plan Your Tour
VisitCOS.com/groups-tours

Floy Kennedy
Director of Travel Industry Sales
Floy@VisitCOS.com
719.685.7635
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Exploration Place activities aim to inspire
Students learn by doing at Explora-

tion Place in Wichita, Kansas.
A large portion of the science cen-

ter’s exhibit galleries are hands-on and 
focus on science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM).

The 20-year-old center is located in 
a Moshe Safdie-designed building on 
the bank of the Arkansas River.

“We are embedded with the com-
munity — so you’ll experience many 
exhibits that focus on our state,” said 
Christina Bluml, director of marketing 
and communications. “For example, 
the award-winning aviation gallery 
‘Design Build Fly’ centers on engineer-
ing and manufacturing of airplanes. 
This industry is core to our economy 
and Wichita is known as the Air Capi-
tal of the World. In this gallery, students 
will design airplane seats, test landing 
gear, practice their riveting and painting 
skills, use GPS to determine a destina-

tion inside a luxury business jet, test 
pilot a craft and much more.”

Another favorite Kansas-based 
exhibit is the aquifer in the “Kansas 
Explore” gallery. Students investigate the 

structure of this water source and why 
aquifers need to be replenished. They 
also define their own water footprint — 
making them think how they can better 
conserve water.  

Exploration Place also offers travel-
ing exhibits. This area changes every two 
to three months, and it features special 
exhibits that no other organization in 
the area hosts. 

Student groups are encouraged to 
visit the Digital Dome Theater — the 
largest theater of its kind in Kansas — 
with a 360-degree, 60-foot screen. 

Bluml said Exploration Place pro-
vides a break from the classroom and a 
break from devices — whether phone, 
tablet, computer or video game.

“Our science center is hands-on 
— you’re learning by doing — it’s fun, 
engaging and memorable,” Bluml said.

Exploration Place’s ultimate goal is 
to inspire the next generation of STEM 
workers.

“Those going into STEM careers 
have been on the decline, and we, along 
with all science centers and museums, 
are working hard to increase the interest 
of children and adults to pursue these 
careers,” Bluml said. n

Exploration Place
316-660-0600
exploration.org

Exploration Place

See BILLIONS of dollars and learn about 

the production and history of United States 

currency at the Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing in Fort Worth, Texas. 

The Tour and Visitor Center includes:

 •  Two floors of exhibits and displays 

  •  Self-guided tour on elevated walkway

 •  Theater movie 

 •  Moneyfactory gift shop

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

Bureau of Engraving and Printing - 9000 Blue Mound Road - Fort Worth, Texas 76131
For tour information, call 817-231-4000 or toll-free 866-865-1194 and press 2

www.bep.gov
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EXPERIENCE LA’S PREMIER 
FIELD TRIP DESTINATION!

THE VIEW
IS JUST THE

BEGINNING

CALL 213-894-9000 EXT. 2  
GROUPS@OUE-SKYSPACE.COM

Wyoming Dinosaur Center & Dig Sites 
shares paleontological experiences

Named one of the “World’s Coolest 
Places 2019” by TIME for Kids maga-
zine, Wyoming Dinosaur Center & Dig 
Sites in Thermopolis offers student 
groups hands-on learning about Wyo-
ming’s natural history and legacy. 

The 10,000-square-foot facility 
includes over 60 mounted specimens. 
Students will see an Archaeopteryx — a 
bird-like dinosaur and the only one 
found outside of Europe — and the Su-
persaurus named “Jimbo,” which spans 
the entire length of the museum.

“It is vital that we preserve and pro-
tect Wyoming’s natural history treasures 
for future generations and ensure that 
they are available in a public venue for 
scientific and educational study and 
preservation,” said Jessica Lippincott, 
education director.

The museum is designed so groups 

will venture through time chronologically 
and trace the origins of life on Earth. 

Explore the rise of arthropods, the 
mass death of trilobites and some of the 
earliest vertebrates in the Walk Thru 
Time gallery. Then, move into the Hall 
of Dinosaurs to see the giants that once 
roamed the Earth’s surface.

Ensure students are engaging with 
the exhibits with a scavenger hunt, with 
options tailored to middle and high 
school age groups. Students will be 
pushed to take a closer look at the speci-
mens and read interesting facts scattered 
throughout the facility. 

In addition to the museum, the Wyo-
ming Dinosaur Center offers digging at 
their dig sites from mid-May through 
mid-September. These programs allow 
students to work alongside paleon-
tologists for a day and learn about the 

excavation process.
 “Seeing the look on a student’s face 

when they uncover a bone or a tooth is 
something you cannot create elsewhere,” 
Lippincott said.

In addition to digging programs, the 
museum offers the Paleo Prep experi-
ence. This program takes groups behind 
the scenes into the Wyoming Dinosaur 
Center preparation laboratory. Guides 
introduce every tool being used and 
provide each student with a fossil to 
work on for the day.

Museum tours can include up to 100 
students, whereas digging programs can 
accommodate up to 30 at a time. n 

 
Wyoming Dinosaur Center
 & Dig Sites
307-864-2997
wyomingdinosaurcenter.org



64 Spring 2020  •  studentgrouptour.com

WEST

Flying Heritage & Combat Armor
Museum preserves history Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum

An abundance of aircrafts and other 
combat-related crafts from World War 
II and the Vietnam War fill the Flying 
Heritage & Combat Armor Museum 
(FHCAM). Located in Everett, Wash-
ington, students will explore the major 
conflicts that influenced technological 
advancement and learn about humani-
ty’s ingenuity during world catastrophes. 

“Our artifacts, which have been me-
ticulously restored to operating condi-
tion, enable school groups to deepen 
their understanding of history while 
witnessing it come to life,” said Michael 
King, education and volunteer coordina-
tor at the museum.

Founded in 2004, FHCAM was re-
located from Arlington, Washington, to 
its current home in Everett in 2008. The 
museum offers multiple history-focused 
programs for students based on the 

many exhibits in the facility. 
The “Why War?” exhibit encourages 

students to look at the causes and con-
sequences of war and apply what they 
have learned in the museum’s conflict 
simulators. The “Animals in War” ex-
hibit invites students to explore animal 
contributions to multiple war efforts.

This year, FHCAM introduced STEM-
based experiences. These programs focus 
on a number of topics, including lift, 
thrust, propulsion, aerodynamics and 
other subjects focused on the engineering 
behind the museum’s warcrafts. 

 The museum additionally pro-
vides docent-led tours that take groups 
through collections of military artifacts 
— many coming from various countries 
including Japan, Australia, Germany, the 
Soviet Union and the United Kingdom. 

See a Stuka, a rare WWII aircraft 

restored to flying condition. Awe at the 
remnants of an American flag, which 
was carried on one of the first vessels 
into combat on D-Day. FHCAM also 
houses a split tank, the only one of its 
kind in the Western hemisphere.

FHCAM can accommodate student 
groups of any size. The museum can 
tailor visits to an educator’s schedule to 
ensure an engaging experience. 

“We hope every student leaves the 
museum understanding that much like 
the people whose lives we explore at the 
museum, they are agents of historical 
change whose ideas and actions shape 
the world in which we live,” King said. n 

 
Flying Heritage & Combat
 Armor Museum
206-342-4242
flyingheritage.org
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TEXAS LARGEST INDOOR WATERPARK  |  OPEN YEAR ROUND

TOUR OPERATOR SPECIAL ONLY

PER PERSON | GROUP MINIMUM SIZE 15 PEOPLE

1 ADMISSION (REG $34)
1 MEAL (REG $10)
1 ARCADE CARD ($3)

RANDALL HUDSON
rhudson@epicwatersgp.com | 972.337.3135

www.epicwatersgp.com

Natural serenity awaits at the
Japanese Friendship Garden

Take students to a place of peace and 
experience a “one chance, one encoun-
ter” moment — or as the Japanese say, 
“ichi-go, ichi-e.”

The Japanese Friendship Garden, 
located in San Diego, California, is de-
signed based on centuries-old Japanese 
techniques and symbolizes the friend-
ship between San Diego and its sister 
city, Yokohama, Japan.

“The Japanese Friendship Garden 
seeks to foster a relationship between 
humans and nature, providing a respite 
attuned to Japanese simplicity, serenity 
and aestheticism,” said Alexis Abille, 
visitor engagement & education coordi-
nator at the garden.

Docent-led tours include the Upper 
Garden and the Lower Canyon. 

In the Upper Garden, students see the 
bonsai collection with 20 permanent orna-

mental-shaped trees and shrubs, then visit 
the Japanese-born koi in the koi pond.

The Lower Canyon features two wa-
terfalls, a cherry blossom grove, a bronze 
statue and the Inamori Pavilion. 

“During a docent-led tour, students 
will learn about the history of the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, as well as 
Japanese gardening principles, designs 
and techniques,” Abille said. “The gar-
den hopes to inspire awe and students’ 
sense of wonder: Why are these stones 
arranged in this position? Why are the 
trees pruned like this?”

The serene atmosphere is popular 
with students, many taking photo after 
photo of the picturesque landscape. 

“Our hope is that students are able to 
just enjoy their experience and take the 
time to ‘be in the moment’ while they 
are visiting the garden,” Abille said. “Ex-

perience your ‘one chance, one encoun-
ter’ moment here.” 

To receive a full experience at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Abille sug-
gests educators plan to spend at least 90 
minutes at the eye-catching attraction. n

Japanese Friendship Garden
619-232-2721
niwa.org

Japanese Friendship Garden 
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ST. PETER'S BASILICA, TIBER RIVER, ROME, ITALY

Singing 
in Rome
Choral ensemble performs 
in Eternal City 
By Michael McLaughlin

It’s been said that all roads lead to Rome. The echoes 
of the mighty Roman civilization coexist today along-
side baroque piazzas and iconic Renaissance art. Rome 
is a bustling metropolis that must be walked through, 
listened to and tasted.

Rome is also home to the world’s smallest sovereign 
state: Vatican City. For choral ensembles, few opportuni-
ties can compare with performing in this special place. 

Last year, my students had the opportunity to experi-
ence a true Roman holiday and sing in one of the world’s 
most storied stages.
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ROMAN FORUM

COLOSSEUM 

Ancient Rome
In December 2019, the Austin Preparatory School Choir 

left our Reading, Massachusetts, campus bound for Italy. I’m 
the head of the middle school and oversee the student body’s 
international travel opportunities. The choir was invited to 
participate in the 6th Annual Youth and Adult Choir Festival: 
Christmas Season in the Vatican, organized under the patron-
age of the Foundation for Sacred Music and Art.

“The aim of this festival is to gather choirs of young and 
adult voices together to encourage musical excellence and to 
promote the unifying power of music, which improves con-
tacts among cultures, traditions and people,” said Dr. Hans-
Albert Courtial, founder and president of the Foundation for 
Sacred Music and Art. 

As we stepped off our plane, students were filled with ex-
citement about our week in Rome and were likewise exhausted 
by the flight. To help combat jet lag, we spent the morning 
with two local city guides who provided an informative walk of 
ancient Rome.

The Roman Forum was the center of life in the capital. It was 
home to temples, palaces and government buildings. Merchants 
from across the empire came here to conduct commerce.

From our vantage point, we looked down onto the archeo-
logical site and heard about the funeral of Julius Caesar, the 
priestesses of the Temple of Vesta and the ceremonial columns 
and triumphal arches celebrating Roman conquests. Latin 
students chimed in with information about mythology and 
culture and were eager to translate some of the inscriptions 
visible on the ruins.

Towering over the Forum, the Colosseum seized students’ 
imaginations. We learned about how a day’s entertainment 
was organized to showcase gladiators and create a spectacle 
for the masses.  

The Colosseum was also an engineering marvel. Elevators 
and staging areas are still visible under the arena floor. The 
infrastructure for the venue’s retractable awning, its numbered 
entrances and tiered seating helped students appreciate the 
sophistication and planning of this classical civilization.

St. Peter’s Square
As the bells of St. Peter’s pealed, signifying the end of 

evening prayer on New Year’s Eve, students heard the beat of 
drums and the precise cadence of soldiers’ boots marching 
across St. Peter’s Square. The resplendent purple and gold uni-
forms and red-plumed helmets of the Swiss Guard precipitated 
the arrival of Pope Francis. 

Moments later, a figure dressed in pure white silk walked 
into the piazza. Pope Francis had arrived! The Pope processed 
to the Nativity Crèche to offer a Christmas prayer. 

As Pope Francis turned to face the crowd, the Austin Prep 
choir sang “Angels We Have Heard on High.” The Christmas 
hymn and the students’ red choir robes attracted the Pope’s 
attention.

Pope Francis walked to my students to listen to their song. 
He touched their hands and gestured his welcome. As the Pope 
shook the hand of one red-headed sixth grader, the student 
beamed with excitement and exclaimed that she couldn’t wait 
to share the story with her teachers. 

The Pope smiled as the chorus began their second song, 
“Star of Wonder,” and continued to walk among the delegation. 
For the Austin Prep pilgrims, greeting the Pope through song 
was an incredible honor.

AUSTIN PREP’S MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORISTERS PREPARE 
TO WELCOME POPE FRANCIS IN ST. PETER’S SQUARE
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Renaissance masterpieces

The world stage

There is no shortage of artistic masterpieces in Rome, but 
the most famous are those of Michelangelo. 

Words are scarce to capture the beauty of the Sistine Cha-
pel. While the finger of God inspiring life and faith in Adam 
is perhaps the most widely known section of the ceiling, it is 
but a fraction of the art that decorates the space. Overhead, 
Michelangelo’s masterpiece stretches the length of the chapel. 
Nine scenes from Genesis dominate the central panels, while 
the ancestors of Jesus and the prophets of the Classical World 
and Old Testament fill the lunettes with a riot of color. Facing 
the altar, Michelangelo’s The Last Judgement is another incred-
ible piece with an amazing sense of motion. 

On another afternoon, a smaller group of our travelers had 
the privilege of a private tour of St. Peter’s Basilica. We felt the 
enormity of the space in the striking silence: the 20 of us were 
the sole visitors in the entire church. Vatican guards ushered us 
into the side chapel where Michelangelo’s sculptural master-
piece the Pieta is located behind protective glass. Moments 
later, a guard unlocked a door and ushered us behind the glass 
to stand even closer to the statue. 

The students who shared this experience were awestruck 
that an artist’s chisel could craft such a realistic and moving 
portrayal of Mary cradling her crucified son. As a teacher of 
art history, the opportunity to be so close to this work of art 
and appreciate the fine detail of Michelangelo’s craftsmanship 
was a true gift.

On New Year’s Day, our choir performed a concert for the 
people of Rome. The stunning setting for this performance 
was the Church of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The baroque church 
celebrates the founder of the Jesuit Order and is famous for 
its trompe l’oeil ceiling, notably the illusion of a dome over 
the central crossing.

For the week prior, posters advertising the performance 
were hung up throughout Rome. When the doors opened to 
allow audience members into the church, there was a sizable 
line extending into the piazza. All told, there were about 800 
audience members for the concert — church staff had to put 
out additional chairs to accommodate the patrons. 

The choir performed an hourlong repertoire of sacred 
music in a number of languages. Joining with two other 
choirs from the United States, the Austin Prep choristers 
blended their voices and created beautiful harmonies. A 
pipe organ accompanied the singing while the church’s cav-
ernous interior offered amazing acoustics. Behind the choir, 
Andrea Pozzo’s frescoes on the life of St. Ignatius provided a 
stunning backdrop.

Student travel creates unforgettable experiences that 
neither textbooks nor classroom lessons can impart. Op-
portunities like the festival allow students to showcase their 
artistry and similarly be inspired by the great artistic heritage 
of Rome and the Vatican. n

Turismo Roma
turismoroma.it

MICHAEL MCLAUGHLIN OUTSIDE 
ST. PETER’S BASILICA

POPE FRANCIS GREETS MEMBERS OF THE 
AUSTIN PREP CHOIR, ST. PETER’S SQUARE

PRIVATE TOUR, ST. PETER’S BASILICA 

AUSTIN PREP CHOIR, CHURCH OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA
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CHURCH OF ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 
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