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Technology, how would we live without it?
Over the past six months, I’ve relied heavily on technology, more than I have in my 

28 years. And I know I’m not alone! 
In a time where social distancing is keeping us physically apart, technology has 

bridged the gap and helped keep that personal connection alive. My first child was 
born six months ago (as I pen this in September), just a few weeks before the World 
Health Organization declared the coronavirus outbreak a pandemic. Video chatting was 
our lifeline as my husband and I cared for our newborn in quarantine. For the first three 
months of our daughter’s life, her grandparents watched her grow though photographs, 
Snapchat and a video screen. And as much as it saddens me to think of what they’ve 
missed, I’m so grateful that technology kept us connected when we needed it most. 

Video chatting is just a small example of how technology has been used during 
the pandemic. Destinations and attractions across the country and around the globe 
have used virtual experiences to teach students from a distance. The pandemic forced 
creative solutions, which you’ll learn about throughout the pages of this magazine.  

While some high-tech experiences are newly developed because of the pandemic, 
others have been around for a while. Attractions are stepping up their game and 
replacing touchscreen interactives with immersive virtual reality and augmented reality 
experiences. Check out the cover story on page 6 to learn more.  

You’ll also find features on Grand Rapids, Michigan; Cape Cod, Massachusetts; 
the Capital Region; Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; and Denver, Colorado. I hope this 
magazine can be a resource for you, whether you’re planning student travel for this 
school year or daydreaming of travels for the future.

As always, we appreciate your readership and support of Student Group Tour 
magazine. 

                                                                   Until next time, 

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                                   
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                                         
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Adobe Stock

Cover  Photo
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Step 
into 
alternate 
worlds

Young visitors to museums and cultural 
attractions love interactive exhibits. They have 
been around for a while, but in recent years 
augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality 
(VR) have kicked the engagement level up 
several notches and enlivened attractions as 
never before. 

VR is a totally immersive experience 
where users don headware (think Oculus 
Rift headset) to enter a simulated three-
dimensional environment to interact with 
a totally new world — a virtual world. AR 
blends the virtual world and the real world 
by adding digital images or data to objects in 
the real world (think face filters on Snapchat, 
Pokémon Go or backgrounds on Instagram). 
AR is easily accessible with smartphone apps.

With AR and VR, the visitor experience 
has entered a whole new realm compared to 
the usual touchscreen interactive experience 
of the past.

AUGMENTED, 
VIRTUAL REALITY 
AND HIGH-TECH 
EXPERIENCES 
ENGAGE STUDENTS

Adobe Stock

BY KATHIE SUTIN
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National Comedy 
Center

The National Comedy Center in Jamestown, New York, 
opened only 19 months before the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
its temporary closing. The center has since reopened and is 
chock-full of innovative exhibits that provide engagement never 
before experienced in a cultural attraction. 

Among its more than 50 exhibits, the center uses facial 
recognition technology, green screen technology and a 
hologram (AR) to immerse visitors in the world of comedy.

“In the Hologram Theater we start with a dive into live stand-
up comedy,” said Gary Hahn, vice president, marketing and 
communications.

Comedian Jim Gaffigan appears as a hologram to talk about 
his career.

Clips of Jim, also in hologram form, show him performing 
at earlier times in his life when his performance is “a little bit 
shakier than we’re used to with someone of Jim’s talent,” Hahn 
said. “We see early Jim Gaffigan performing comedy while he is 
still learning the craft. Then we see a much more polished stand-
up comedian who has been in his craft for some time.

“The idea is to show the arc of how a stand-up has perfected 
his craft,” Hahn said.

Why use a hologram to do that?
“We are a museum that really wanted to focus on state-of-

the-art technology throughout the museum, and we saw the 
hologram as an opportunity to bring a more realistic sense of 
what it’s like to sit in a comedy club,” Hahn said. “Many visitors, 
especially those on the younger side, have never been to a 
comedy club. The hologram helps us feel like we’re in an actual 
club watching a comedian come on stage.”

Technology is evident from the moment students enter the 
museum and create a “LaughBand,” a bracelet containing an 
RFID chip to hold their comedy preferences. “Visitors use it to 
go through the museum to scan various exhibits,” Hahn said. 
“It brings up comedy in video form — stand-up comedy, TV 
comedy, film comedy — based on what you told us you like. So 
you get a very personalized experience as you walk through the 
museum.”

“LaughBattle” uses Microsoft artificial intelligence facial 
recognition technology to tell if a participant cracks a smile in 
the game where two players try to make each other laugh as they 
read jokes from a screen. “Your job is to not laugh,” Hahn said. 
“If you laugh, you lose a point.” 

An exhibit called “Act the Part” uses a green screen to put 
visitors in classic comedy scenes such as Lucy and Ethyl working 
in a chocolate factory or Abbott and Costello’s “Who’s On First?”

The center is observing additional precautions during the 
pandemic, and each visitor is issued a disposable stylus to avoid 
touching screens.

National Comedy Center
716-484-2222
comedycenter.org

Young visitors to museums and cultural 
attractions love interactive exhibits. They have 
been around for a while, but in recent years 
augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality 
(VR) have kicked the engagement level up 
several notches and enlivened attractions as 
never before. 

VR is a totally immersive experience 
where users don headware (think Oculus 
Rift headset) to enter a simulated three-
dimensional environment to interact with 
a totally new world — a virtual world. AR 
blends the virtual world and the real world 
by adding digital images or data to objects in 
the real world (think face filters on Snapchat, 
Pokémon Go or backgrounds on Instagram). 
AR is easily accessible with smartphone apps.

With AR and VR, the visitor experience 
has entered a whole new realm compared to 
the usual touchscreen interactive experience 
of the past. National Comedy Center

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 g



ArtLens Gallery, 
Cleveland Museum of Art

Cleveland Museum of Art has been using AR for the last several years with one goal 
— to bring people into art. 

The museum was one of the world’s first to take advantage of AR in a comprehensive 
approach throughout the entire collection, said Jane Alexander, the museum’s chief 
digital information officer.

In designing ArtLens Gallery, which opened in 2012, planners knew they wanted 
to incorporate innovation, digital elements and art to attract visitors and give them a 
toolset to “dive deeper into the museum’s world-class collection,” she said. 

The museum is “more than AR,” Alexander said. “We’re mixed media, we’re AI, we’re 
multiple uses of innovation. We don’t use technology to distract. It’s really to attract 
people into the artwork.”

ArtLens Exhibition houses a rotating collection of masterworks with interactives 
that “use gesture-sensing, eye-tracking, and facial recognition technology to give visitors 
tools to understand concepts such as symbolism, composition, purpose, gesture and 
emotion,” she said.

ArtLens Wall, a 40-foot interactive, multi-touch wall, allows visitors to see and learn 
about every object on view, updating every 15 minutes with the latest information on each 
object. Students can connect their phones to the wall via Bluetooth and the ArtLens App, 
save artwork to their phone, then head into the galleries to explore in person. 

Technology helps the museum carry out its mission. 
“We’re constantly using innovation not because it’s cool or the new thing,” Alexander 

said. “We select a technology because it will bring a better result to our audiences. AR 
has been great because it really does engage people and get them into the collection.

“That’s our goal — to remove barriers and just bring people into the art.”
The museum has taken a number of coronavirus precautions, including timed 

visits, temperature checks for visitors and a mask requirement. “We removed the touch 
screens a long time ago with most of our activities so we’re ahead of the game on that,” 
Alexander said. 

Cleveland Museum of Art
877-262-4748 
clevelandart.orgCleveland Museum of Art

Cleveland Museum of Art
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Fusion Film Works

Courtesy of Pulseworks, LLC

VR Transporter, 
St. Louis Science Center

At the St. Louis Science Center, visitors can experience VR in 
ways similar to those run by high-end gaming PCs — on a much 
grander scale.

The VR Transporter, “an immersive motion ride simulator,” 
combines technology similar to those home games, said 
Neville Crenshaw, manager of special exhibitions and featured 
experiences. “It has a custom motion base powered by electric 
motors that use scripted movements to enhance the feeling of 
immersion in the selected ride.”

Guests, seat-belted in the VR Transport don VR headsets 
for their “trip.” The Transporter moves but does not “travel,” 
Crenshaw said. “The platform itself can move up and down, pitch 
forward and back, lean left or right, and any combination of these 
to mimic the feeling of true motion.”

Visitors can choose to participate in a spacewalk outside the 
International Space Station or see humanity take their first steps 
on the moon, he said. “You can journey under the ocean and 
encounter ancient marine life or participate in a VR game over the 
skyline of a futuristic Chicago.”

Visitors really enjoy the VR Transporter, Crenshaw said. “Not 
only can you select content that is meaningful to you, but this is 
truly a ride that you can’t do anywhere else.”

To keep visitors safe during the coronavirus pandemic, each 
ride is limited to only one group. “We ensure that guests queuing 
for the experience are given the space to distance themselves 
properly,” Crenshaw said. Visitors are required to wear face masks 
while on the ride. Headsets, seat belts, seats, handrails and other 
touchpoints are sanitized between rides. n

St. Louis Science Center
314-289-4400 
slsc.org

9Oct • Nov • Dec •Jan



10 Fall 2020  •  studentgrouptour.com

FUN FACTS
Grand Rapids, Michigan’s second-

largest city, is located on the western 
side of the state’s lower peninsula.

“Grand Rapids has a variety of 
educational attractions to include in an 
educational tour,” said Mary Manier, 
director of sales at Experience Grand 
Rapids. “We have even assisted 
student performance groups with 
scheduling performances downtown 
at Rosa Parks Circle or the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park 
amphitheater. Our Experience Grand 
Rapids staff is available to assist with 
itinerary planning.”

John Ball Zoo continues to add 
new exhibits and experiences that 

appeal to guests of all ages. The 
zoo is a very popular stop for school 
groups and has many interactive 
experiences. Student programs include 
STEM classes, Wild Encounters, Zoo 
Explorer Tours, Twilight Tours and 
Overnight Adventures. The zoo offers 
workshops for educators on how to 
incorporate environmental education 
resources into their teaching.

Two attractions a short drive 
from Grand Rapids would make fun 
stops for a school group: Michigan’s 
Adventure theme park in Muskegon 
and Saugatuck Dune Rides in 
Saugatuck.

• Grand Rapids was the first city 
in the United States to fluoridate 
its drinking water.

• Inactive gypsum mines under 
Grand Rapids now serve as 
secure dry storage sites.

• The Grand Rapids Chicks 
professional baseball team was an 
inspiration for the movie A League 
of Their Own.

Experience Grand Rapids

5Stops

m i c h i g a n
g r a n d  r a p i d s
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Grand Rapids, Michigan

GO
Blandford Nature Center
616-735-6240
blandfordnaturecenter.org

Frederik Meijer Gardens 
 & Sculpture Park
888-957-1580
meijergardens.org

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum
616-254-0400
fordlibrarymuseum.gov

Grand Rapids Art Museum
616-831-2928
artmuseumgr.org/schoolsandeducators

Grand Rapids Public Museum
616-929-1706
grpm.org/schools

ASK
Experience Grand Rapids
616-258-7388
experiencegr.com

5 STOPS

Blandford Nature Center
Hands-on, natural learning 

experiences are offered year-round 
for students at the 264-acre center. 
Students have the opportunity to 
explore the diverse ecosystems by 
observing plants, animals, soil and 
water. The center has field trips and 
specialized programs for public, 
private and home-school students. 
Blandford Nature Center field trips are 
aligned with Next Generation Science 
Standards so that students not only 
learn about a particular subject matter 
but also learn about its interactions 
with the rest of their world.

Grand Rapids 
Public Museum

“Be curious” is the tagline at 
the Grand Rapids Public Museum. 
Volunteer and staff educators 
deliver guided education programs. 
The programs provide students 
opportunities to explore culture, history 
and science through tours, hands-
on activities and guided exploration. 
Self-guided programs allow learners to 
explore at their own pace and can be 
combined with an educational program 
or a show in the museum’s Roger B. 
Chaffee Planetarium.

Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum

Experience highlights from President 
Gerald R. Ford and Mrs. Ford’s lives by 
visiting the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum. The DeVos Learning Center 
provides state-of-the-art learning space 
for students visiting the museum. 
Students engage in interactive and 
meaningful programs that seek to instill 
the qualities of President and Mrs. 
Ford: character, integrity, public service 
and civic education. School programs 
and guided tours must be reserved at 
least two weeks in advance.

Grand Rapids 
Art Museum

Educational experiences for school 
groups at Grand Rapids Art Museum 
promote critical thinking and literacy 
skills while fostering an appreciation 
for works in the museum’s collection. 
Students engage with and discuss art 
in guided tours. School workshops 
allow students to apply skills during 
hands-on art making lessons. Studio 
workshops are inspired by art viewed 
on docent-led tours. The museum’s 
holdings include a growing collection in 
the area of design and modern craft.

Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Park

Celebrating its 25th year in 2020, the 
attraction includes Michigan’s largest 
tropical conservatory, which features 
rock landscapes, a waterfall and a 
variety of exotic plant selections. Explore 
five indoor theme gardens, outdoor 
gardens, nature trails, a boardwalk, 
sculpture galleries and a permanent 
sculpture collection. Educational 
offerings, including four school trip 
options, are designed to be informative 
and engaging. There are several eating 
options: box lunches from the café, a 
rented classroom and outdoor public 
eating area.

Experience Grand Rapids

Clockwise from top left, Experience Grand Rapids, Mod Bettie, Experience Grand Rapids, William J. Hebert, Experience Grand Rapids
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evansville
indiana

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...

INTERDISCIPLINARY

HISTORY

NATURAL SCIENCE

Learn about the Native 
Americans who inhabited 
the area from 1,000 to 1450 
A.D. at Angel Mounds 

State Historic Site. The basic school 
group tour includes a self-guided tour of 
the museum and mounds with a walking 
tour guide brochure. Several experiential 
student programs are available. Academic 
topics covered include Prehistoric Native 
American culture, archaeology, nature and 
star lore.

The Koch Immersive 
Theater & Planetarium 
at Evansville Museum 
presents traditional 

planetarium shows and full-dome cinema 
using Digistar® projection technology. The 
museum also offers students a hands-on 
science center plus anthropology, history 
and art galleries. In the Shark Detective 
program, students practice developing 
and communicating evidence-based 
arguments.

Wesselman Woods 
Nature Preserve is an old-
growth lowland forest that 
provides a crucial habitat 

for a wide variety of animal species. A 
nature center offers hands-on educational 
exhibits and a wildlife observation area. 
The education team helps a group 
develop a program that will meet its goals. 
After choosing a topic like ecology, botany 
or sustainability, groups select program 
elements: scientific investigation, an eco-
activity, a nature journaling activity, an 
outdoor hike, an animal encounter or a 
combination of several elements.. 

Evansville Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
800-433-3025
visitevansville.com

Koch Immersive Theater & Planetarium

Angel Mounds State Historic Site

Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve

From top: Evansville Museum, Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites (2), Wesselman Nature Society

Angel Mounds State Historic Site
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GREAT LAKES

71

75

Lexington

Louisville

275

275

275

Toll 

Toll 

Toll 

70

70

71

71

71

75

75

75

77

77

80

90

80

76

75

71

71

O h i o

Lawrence

Scioto
Gallia

Adams

Pike

Meigs

Jackson

Brown

Hamilton

Highland

Vinton
Ross

Athens

ClintonWarren

Butler
Washington

Hocking

Fayette

MorganPickaway

Greene Monroe
Preble

Montgomery

Perry

Fair�eld

NobleClark
Madison

Franklin

Muskingum

Belmont
Miami

Guernsey

Champaign

Licking

Darke

Harrison

Delaware

Coshocton
Shelby

Union

Logan

Knox

Je�erson

Tuscarawas

HolmesAuglaize

Marion MorrowMercer Carroll

Hardin

Allen
Columbiana

Stark

Van Wert

WayneWyandot

Richland
Crawford

Ashland

Mahoning

Putnam HancockPaulding

Seneca

Medina

Huron

Portage

Summit

De�ance
Henry

Erie
Sandusky

Trumbull

Lorain

Wood

Ottawa

Cuyahoga

Williams

Geauga

Fulton Lucas
Lake

Ashtabula

Ohio R.

Ohio R.

Maumee R.

Scioto R.

Hamilton

Kettering

Springfield

Canton

Youngstown

Elyria

Lorain

Parma

Lakewood
Cleveland Heights

Euclid

Dayton

Akron

KENTUCKY

OHIO

Cincinnati

Toledo

Cleveland

Columbus

missionpoint.com

Turn Remote Learning 
into Resort Learning on 

Mackinac Island in 2021.

Call Kristen Compton to learn more 
about remote classroom options and 

custom group tour packages.

906.430.8138

The development of a great architect 
comes into focus at the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Home and Studio in Oak Park, 
Illinois.

Trained interpreters offer insights 
into Wright’s family life and architectural 
career during an indoor/outdoor tour 
of the Frank Lloyd Wright Home and 
Studio (1889–1909).  

Wright used his first home to experi-
ment with design concepts that contain 
the seeds of his architectural philosophy. 
In his adjacent studio, Wright and his 
associates developed a new American 
architecture — the Prairie style.

Student groups explore the Historic 
District surrounding the Home and Studio 
with a guided walk. Oak Park is home to 
the world’s largest collection of Wright-
designed buildings.

As of mid-September, the Home and 
Studio was only offering the combination 
indoor/outdoor tour to groups, in accor-
dance with social distancing and reduced 
capacity limits. Normal tour capacity is 
expected to resume next spring. 

Celeste Adams, president of the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Trust, said students enjoy 
engaging with the spaces where Wright 
lived and worked for the first 20 years of 
his prolific career. 

Students see light switches and tele-
phones from the 1889–1909 time period 
on the tour. And they encounter innova-
tive features firsthand in notable rooms, 
such as the barrel-vaulted playroom. 

Adams said students also enjoy learn-
ing how Wright used geometry in cre-
ative and innovative ways. They witness 
the evolution of Wright’s architectural 

principles and the connection to modern 
architecture.

“We hope to inspire and educate our 
guests through the experience of Wright 
sites, preserved to his original design 
vision,” Adams said. “Wright designed 
over 150 projects in his Oak Park Studio, 
establishing his legacy as a great and vi-
sionary architect. The contemporary rel-
evance of Wright’s design legacy and how 
he was ahead of his time as an architect 
continues to resonate with guests. Dur-
ing a visit we witness students respond 
emotionally to the spaces and get excited 
about architecture.”

The trust can tailor visits to the site. n

Frank Lloyd Wright Trust
312-994-4041
flwright.org

Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio 
celebrates architect’s legacy
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GREAT LAKES

Tuscarawas County, Ohio

800-527-3387
destinationlearningtusc.com

info@traveltusc.com

Request Your 
Free Guide

Make 
Learning

Easy

Why Destination Learning?

Safe | Spacious | Clean
Over 300 events a year

Accessible from I-77
Within 90 minutes from 

Columbus, Cleveland, and 
Pittsburgh

2 National Historical Landmarks
Ohio’s First Settlement

Broadway Performances
Hundreds of Miles of Trails

and so much more!

Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy in 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin, is dedicated to 
the children of tomorrow.

The idea, said Harold J. Friestad, the 
conservancy’s longtime chairman, is to 
protect the largest watershed on Geneva 
Lake for current children and future 
generations. Land and water must also 
be protected for those who cannot speak 

for themselves, he said, such as the birds, 
animals, fish and trees.

Student groups can take guided na-
ture hikes through the 231-acre conser-
vancy with social distancing.

“The most important thing that I see 
students getting out of a walk in Kish-
wauketoe Nature Conservancy is both 
the physical benefit of getting away from 
their computers and enjoying a 3- or 
4-mile walk in the beauty of nature at its 
finest,” Friestad said. “We can introduce 
them to such a wide variety of natural 
areas, from wetlands, prairies and wood-
lands.”

Students are able to walk along 
streams and take boardwalks over 
sedge meadows. All the while they view 
examples of the over 375 varieties of 
flowers, sedges and grasses found at the 
conservancy. Some they may never have 
seen before.  

“In our woodlands, many oak trees 
are over 200 years old, with our oldest 
350 years old,” Friestad said. “I love to 
get students in the woodlands and get 
them to stand back and view the size of 
a 200-year-old oak and step up and give 
it a hug and smell the bark. I want to get 
them to view, touch, smell and enjoy the 
beauty and quiet of nature.”

When Friestad takes groups for walks 
in mid-August, there are areas where big 
bluestem grasses reach a height of 10 feet 
tall on both sides of the trail. The tall na-

Kishwauketoe 
Nature Conservancy 
sparkles in 
southern Wisconsin
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GREAT LAKES

The Wilds. A FIELD TRIP they 

will never forget!

Your extraordinary adventure includes encountering rhinos, 
cheetahs, giraffes, and other rare and endangered species 
living in natural, open-range habitats at this 10,000-acre 

center. Your students will be able to enjoy site-seeing and 
many activities. Whether you come for the day or stay for 

the night, you can be sure of a memorable experience.

740-638-5030 | THEWILDS.ORG | LOCATED IN CUMBERLAND, OH.

SCHEDULE YOUR UNFORGETTABLE 
FIELD TRIP TODAY!

A minimum of 20 
paying guests required. 
Complimentary admission for 
one escort and one driver. 
Catered meals are available. 

4-WEEK ADVANCE 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. 

GTM/David Hoekman 

tive grass blocks out sounds.  
“For older groups, when I get to this 

area, I take out my cell phone and ask 
Siri to play Simon and Garfunkel, ‘The 
Sounds of Silence,’” he said. 

“It is all about beauty and love,” 
Friestad said. “In these very difficult 
times with COVID-19 and politics, there 
is nothing better for your mental health 
than a walk in nature, anytime of day.”

Volunteers maintain the conservancy 
by removing invasive species and replac-
ing them with native trees, grasses, and 
wildflowers. They also maintain more 
than 4 miles of trails.

Over the years, the conservancy and 
volunteer corps have completed many 
projects, including the construction of 
boardwalks, a pavilion and a four-story 
viewing platform.

The parcel on the north shore of Ge-
neva Lake became a nature conservancy 
in 1990. Its restored wetlands filter the 
water entering Geneva Lake.

The name Kishwauketoe was selected 
because of its Potawatomi origin and 
loosely translates as “clear water” or “Lake 
of the Sparkling Water.” It’s a good name, 
Friestad said, for a place that encom-
passes the beauty of Geneva Lake, with 
its lush and expansive pockets of nature, 
while also honoring the Potawatomi. n

Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy
friendsofknc.org
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GREAT LAKES

WHEN THE TIME IS 
RIGHT,  YOUR SEAT 
WILL  BE WAITING 
FOR YOU IN 
TORONTO.

TORONTO THEATRE 
STARTS HERE 

NEW THIS FALL
GOOGLE CLASSROOM  

EXPERIENCE!

SEA LIFE at Mall of America aquarium 
in Bloomington, Minnesota, gives students of 
all ages a breathtaking adventure through the 
ocean world. From giant sharks to rescued 
sea turtles, guests come face to fin with thou-
sands of sea creatures in the world-famous 
300-foot-long tunnel experience.

The 1.3-million-gallon aquarium allows 
students to touch a sea star in the Pacific 
Northwest Rockpool and get close to cock-
roaches and piranha in Brave the Rainforest.

“We recommend teachers and students 
enjoy the entire aquarium and discover new 
fun facts about creatures and conservation,” 
said John Sullwold, communications man-
ager. “We also hold behind-the-scenes tours 
and classroom programs to enhance their 
visit even more.”

These age-appropriate experiences ensure 
middle school and high school students gain 
a vast amount of knowledge about the ocean 
world and get a glimpse at a career with sea 
creatures.

In the Sensational Senses program, for ex-
ample, students study the six senses of sharks 
in comparison to the five senses of human 
beings. A shark’s sixth sense enables it to be a 
top predator in the sea.

School groups love the aquarium’s 
300-foot-long underwater tunnel where they 
can see 9-foot-long sand tiger sharks, saw-
fish and rescued sea turtles. “It’s absolutely 
breathtaking and an experience like none 
other,” Sullwold said.

SEA LIFE at Mall of America recently 
opened Brave the Rainforest. In this two-
story adventure students move through a 
rainforest where they can control the weather 
while coming close to camain crocodiles, pi-
ranha, poison dart frogs and over a thousand 
giant hissing cockroaches. 

“When we have students in SEA LIFE at 
Mall of America, we hope to inspire them 

SEA LIFE at 
Mall of America 
aims to inform, 
inspire

SEA LIFE at Mall of America
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GREAT LAKES

NATURE

UP CLOSE AND
PERSONAL

240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario
1.800.263.4433 | reservations@nature.ca

nature.ca

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE
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Featuring Gypsy, Charley’s Aunt, 
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April 8 to December 23
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to love the ocean, sea creatures and the 
whole world even more so they can act 
on their love with caring for creatures in 
small and big ways in their own commu-
nity,” Sullwold said.

When the aquarium is able to allow 
groups per the local and state health 
guidelines, it can accommodate all sizes 
of student groups. Sullwold noted school 
trips needs to be arranged in advance.

Student groups usually spend an hour 
exploring the aquarium and completing 

the self-guided activities. Educators can 
add a 45-minute classroom session or 
behind-the-scenes tour.

Due to local health authority guid-
ance, face coverings must be worn at all 
times. Guest flow is in one direction and 
occupancy is currently limited. n

SEA LIFE at Mall of America
952-853-0612
visitsealife.com/minnesota
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FUN FACTS
Thousands of students come to the 

Nation’s Capital every year to immerse 
themselves in the history of the United 
States. Located directly across the 
Potomac River from Washington, D.C., 
Fairfax County perfectly positions 
student groups to experience the 
monuments and memorials, but also 
the living history in Virginia. Even after 
the sun sets and museums close, 
students can keep the fun going with a 
variety of after-hours activities, ranging 
from laser tag to murder mystery 
dinners. 

Fairfax County checks off all the 
boxes for tour operators as well; 
group-friendly dining options are 

abundant in the area, while more than 
100 hotels are additionally available to 
fit every groups’ needs. 

“Only in Fairfax County can you 
step back in time in an 18th-century 
president’s home and then jump into 
the future by viewing spectacular 
spacecraft all in one day,” said Linda 
Horowitz, national and international 
sales manager for Visit Fairfax. “From 
art to artifacts, biking to boat rides, 
and history to hiking, students will love 
connecting with America in Fairfax 
County!”

c a p i ta l  r e g i o n

• Mason Neck National Wildlife 
Refuge was the first national 
refuge established for the nation’s 
official bird, the bald eagle.

• Fairfax County resident 
George Mason wrote the Virginia 
Constitution and the Virginia Bill 
of Rights, on which the U.S. Bill of 
Rights is based.

Adobe Stock

5Stops

f a i r f a x  c o u n t y,  v i r g i n i a
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Capital Region, Fairfax County, 
Virginia

GO
George Mason University
703-993-1000
gmu.edu

George Washington’s Mount Vernon
703-799-8688
mountvernon.org

River-Sea Chocolates
703-539-2697
riverseachocolates.com

Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center 
703-572-4118
airandspace.si.edu/udvar-hazy-center

Workhouse Arts Center
703-584-2934
workhousearts.org

ASK
Visit Fairfax
703-790-0643
fxva.com

5 STOPS

River-Sea Chocolates
River-Sea Chocolates is an 

intimate, family-owned chocolate 
factory that crafts artisan chocolate 
using premium quality cacao sourced 
from small-scale sustainable farms 
around the world. Make your own 
custom chocolate bars or enjoy a 
bean-to-bar factory tour to see, smell, 
touch and taste the entire process of 
chocolate making. This educational 
voyage touches on factors that 
contribute to social and environmental 
impacts of cacao trade. The bar- 
decorating class allows students to let 
loose their creative side.

George Mason 
University

George Mason University, the 
largest university in Virginia by 
enrollment, offers hands-on immersive 
STEM experiences. Learn about 
emerging career fields like forensic 
science, data science, bioinformatics 
climate dynamics, environmental 
science, geoinformation science 
and others. Half-day and multi-day 
programs are available and feature a 
campus tour, meeting faculty, lab work 
and collaboration with current George 
Mason students.   

George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon

Walk in the footsteps of the nation’s 
first president, George Washington, 
at his Mount Vernon home. As the 
most visited historic estate in America, 
Mount Vernon offers students a 
glimpse into 18th-century plantation 
life with beautiful grounds, intriguing 
exhibits and immersive programs. 
Don’t miss Be Washington, an award-
winning interactive experience where 
students face leadership challenges, 
or The Situation Room, a high-intensity 
role playing crisis simulation.

Workhouse Arts Center
Explore a former prison turned 

vibrant art space at the workhouse 
Arts Center. The campus is home 
to more than 65 working artists 
and offers student groups a variety 
of artist-led workshops including 
ceramics, drawing, eco art, 
glassblowing, theater improv and 
dance. The center also is rich in 
history; visit the on-site Lucy Burns 
Museum to learn about the women 
imprisoned a century ago demanding 
the right to vote. Take part in a thrilling 
interactive murder mystery meal.  

Steven F. Udvar-Hazy 
Center

Marvel at rockets, planes and 
satellites at the Smithsonian’s 
National Air and Space Museum’s 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. It is the 
companion facility to the museum on 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C., 
and together the two locations house 
the largest collection of air and space 
artifacts in the world. The center offers 
free STEAM lab experiences; one-hour 
programs combine demonstrations, 
experiments and hands-on activities 
for both middle and high schoolers. 

Adobe Stock

Visit Fairfax
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albany
new york

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
ECOLOGY

ART

HISTORY

Founded in 1791, the 
Albany Institute of 
History & Art is the 
second oldest museum 

in the country. The museum holds 
one of the finest collections of art and 
historical objects documenting the life 
and culture of New York’s Upper Hudson 
Valley — from the late 17th century to the 
present. Student programs incorporate 
hands-on activities to strengthen gallery 
learning that build visual thinking and 
interdisciplinary skills. Visit the museum 
gift shop after a full day of activities to 
find items that reflect exhibitions, items 
from collections and works created by 
local artists. 

The Albany Pine Bush 
Preserve is one of only 20 
inland pine barrens left in 
the entire world. This 3,200-

acre preserve is predominantly defined 
by gently rolling sand dunes that support 
an extraordinary fire-dependent habitat 
that is now a one-of-a-kind outdoor 
classroom for student groups. Students 
will experience interactive exhibits, the 
interpretive Discovery Trail and a number 
of programs focused on ecology, natural 
history and cultural history of the Pine 
Bush.

All aboard the USS Slater, 
Albany’s floating museum. 
There were 563 destroyer 
escorts built during World 

War II, but the USS Slater is the only 
destroyer escort left afloat in the United 
States. The USS Slater offers 90-minute 
guided tours specifically for student 
groups, transporting them back in time to 
July 1945; students will explore the ship 
deck-by-deck and see, hear, smell and 
touch the objects used by the men who 
lived and fought on board the ship. 

Discover Albany
800-258-3582
albany.org

Albany Pine Bush Preserve

Capitol Building Albany Institute of History & Art

USS Slater

Courtesy of Discover Albany
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MID-ATLANTIC

Bring your groups to Washington 
DC’s most interactive museum. 
Solve a crime in our Take the Case 
exhibit or work as a dispatcher in 
our 911 Emergency Ops.

LawEnforcementMuseum.org/Groups
444 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

For more information contact Ali Brewer 
at 202-737-7498 or abrewer@nleomf.org

National Constitution Center brings 
document to life at home, in the classroom

National Constitution Center

The National Constitution Center 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, explores 
our nation’s founding document, the 
U.S. Constitution. 

“It is incredibly important that 
today’s youth are taught about the 
text, meaning and history of the U.S. 
Constitution,” said Kerry Sautner, chief 
learning officer at the National Consti-
tution Center. “On-site at the museum 
or through virtual experiences online, 
students can learn about the drafting 
and signing of the document, as well as 
how the document affects us today.”

One of the museum’s most iconic 
attractions is Signers’ Hall, which brings 
to life the final day of the Constitutional 
Convention with 42 life-size bronze 
statues of the Founding Fathers. There 
are numerous famous faces in the room, 
including George Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, James Madison and Alexander 
Hamilton. “This adds dimension to the 
constitutional story and captures stu-
dents’ curiosity about the people involved 
on that momentous day,” Sautner said.

Teachers are able to customize their 
visit or online experience with civil dia-
logue sessions with scholars, live virtual 
tours with an educator and constitutional 
classes for learners of all ages. 

“The Center is a ‘theme park’ for 
constitutional knowledge in a way that 
is interactive, immersive, and promotes 
students having informed, authentic 

conversations,” Sautner said.
The National Constitution Center’s 

“Civil War and Reconstruction: The 
Battle for Freedom and Equality” exhibit 
explores how the constitutional clashes 
over slavery set the stage for the Civil 
War, and how the nation transformed the 
Constitution after the war to more fully 
embrace the Declaration of Indepen-
dence’s promise of freedom and equality. 

Building on the “Civil War and 
Reconstruction” exhibit, the center’s new 
“The 19th Amendment: How Women 
Won the Vote” exhibit explores the con-
tinuing quest to extend the equal liberty 
promised by the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution to African 
Americans and women. 

Both exhibits feature immersive me-
dia elements that allow visitors to experi-
ence the content on their mobile device 

at the museum or through online links 
accessible at home and in the class-
room. Signers’ Hall, the Civil War and 
Reconstruction exhibits and and The 
19th Amendment exhibit are all avail-
able as on-site and online experiences. 

“The center offers hours of im-
mersive content for students,” Sautner 
said. “We know that students go back to 
their schools with challenging ques-
tions and want to dive deeper. Our 
online resources extend that learning 
and empower teachers to continue to 
make learning about the Constitution 

relevant by bringing it to the modern 
day.” n

National Constitution Center
215-409-6800
constitutioncenter.org
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MID-ATLANTIC

Plan your trip today.

JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AT YORKTOWN

R E A L  H I S T O R Y

R IGH T  NOW

historyisfun.org

Set in the opulent yet perilous Persian 
empire, Sight & Sound Theatres’ original 
production Queen Esther is a captivat-
ing tale of beauty and bravery. Student 
groups can watch the riveting story come 
to life now through the end of 2021.  

“After three years in development, 
Sight & Sound Theatre’s spectacular 
brand-new stage production Queen 
Esther was all set to premiere on March 
14, 2020,” said Katie Miller, corporate 
communications manager at the theater. 
“Then the world came to a screech-
ing halt. And like many others, Sight & 
Sound went dark. Over 200 shows were 
cancelled with more than 400,000 ticket 
holders no longer able to experience this 
story on stage. Until now.”

Sight & Sound in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, is welcoming visitors once again, 
with new safety measures in place. 

“At this time, we are limiting capac-

ity and have made modifications to our 
seating, lobby, and how we interact with 
guests to help protect us all,” Miller said. 
“In addition to frequently sanitizing all 
high-traffic spaces, we are installing ion-
ized air purification systems shown to be 
effective against airborne viruses.” 

Queen Esther, like all Sight & Sound 
productions, mixes state-of-the-art tech-
nology and fine attention to detail.

 “Sight & Sound is truly an immersive 
experience — audiences find themselves 
in the heart of the story as it unfolds all 
around them,” she said.

Sight & Sound Theatres’ experience 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, begins with 
a 2,000-seat auditorium and a 300-foot 
stage that surrounds the audience on 
three sides. In Queen Esther, the palace 
set where most of the story takes place is 
the single largest moving set piece ever 
built by the company. 

“At Sight & Sound we are passionate 
about connecting people to scriptures, 
reminding them that the Bible is just as 
relevant as it ever has been,” Miller said. 
“We can’t take credit for the stories we 
tell — they’ve been changing lives for 
thousands of years — we just get the 
opportunity to tell them in a spectacular 
and entertaining way.”

Auditions for the 45-member cast 
drew applicants from across the coun-
try and around the globe. These actors 
are joined on-stage by a menagerie of 
animals, including two Afghan hounds 
who serve as Queen Esther’s pets, camels, 
llamas, donkeys and miniature horses.

“If we can help a student to see 
themselves reflected in the characters on 
our stage, and in doing so bring the Bible 
to life in a real way for them, then we’ve 
done what we aspire to do every day,” 
Miller said.

Sight & Sound also has a theater in 
Branson, Missouri. n

Sight & Sound Theatres
800-377-1277
sight-sound.com

Sight & Sound brings Queen Esther to life

Sight & Sound Theatres 
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We promise it is worth the wait.
They say that good things are worth the wait.  The National Museum of the U.S. Army is no different.  
During this unprecedented time, the Museum opening has been delayed and we patiently wait to open 
our doors. As we celebrate 245 years of Army history, keep us in your minds and in your itinerary 
planning for the future when we can welcome you safely.

Free, timed tickets are required for all visitors.  Group boxed lunches can be pre-ordered, discounts are 
available for the Virtual Reality and Ride Simulators for groups. Visit us online to get the latest opening 
news and connect with our Group Tour reservation team.

2021 INTEREST FORM IS NOW AVAILABLE VISIT:
armyhistory.org/group-ticketing-requests 

armyhistory.org
#worththewait

Situated along the Brandywine River 
in Wilmington, Delaware, the Hagley 
Museum and Library immerses students 
in the 19th-century industrial world.

French immigrant Éleuthère Irénée 
du Pont established black powder mills 
at the site in 1802. Over time, the black 
powder factory became the largest in the 
world and propelled the du Pont family 
to the upper echelon of American society.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Hagley has altered its educational 
programming. Large group programs 
have been temporarily suspended for the 
2020–21 academic year. Instead, Hagley is 
offering Hagley from Home on its website.  
It is a selection of videos, worksheets, digi-
tal exhibits and more for teachers to use as 
an alternative to field trips. 

Under normal business operations, 

student visits are guide-led experiences. 
Jeffrey Durst is the museum and library’s 
education program coordinator. “All pro-
grams incorporate interactive elements 
that keep the students involved,” he said. 

Tactile experiences bring du Pont’s 
powder mill to life and keep students 
involved. A walk along the scenic Bran-
dywine River helps establish the setting 
for the story as students consider why du 
Pont selected the locale for his mill. 

“Students are captivated by the pow-
der yard demonstrations, such as the roll 
mill demonstration that features 8-ton 
cast iron wheels turning using water 
power,” Durst said. “Demonstrators fire 
off a charge of gunpowder at the end of 
the presentation.”

The Gibbons House enthralls younger 
students as they learn about daily life 

for a child in the mid-19th century. “In 
Hagley’s Workers’ Hill, students are taken 
back to life in the 1800s in immersive, 
historic settings,” Durst said. Activities 
include baking — and eating — sugar 
cookies in a wood-burning stove, trying 
on period clothing and learning to write 
with a quill pen.

Tours like Industrial America and 
Water Power can be geared toward high 
school students and STEM program-
ming. 

The diverse experiences at Hagley 
empower students to make connections 
between the past and present and allow 
teachers to enliven their curriculum 
through hands-on learning. n

 
Hagley Museum and Library
hagley.org/education

Industry, technology and history 
meet at Hagley Museum and Library
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FUN FACTS
Cape Cod offers a variety of 

interactive, educational activities and 
performance venues that encourage and 
support hands-on learning for students. 

Patti Lloyd, vice president of sales at 
the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce, 
noted students can experience some 
of Cape Cod’s best attractions and 
historical landmarks, such as the very 
spot in Provincetown where the Pilgrims 
first landed in 1620, 400 years ago.

“Cape Cod offers students a diverse, 
unique, safe and engaging setting, and 
we can help with all your tour needs and 
tailor it with the help of our 1,000-plus 
membership,” Lloyd said.

Cape Cod is less than two 
hours from Boston in southern New 
England, at the southeast corner of 
Massachusetts, stretching about 70 
miles from the Cape Cod Canal to 
Provincetown’s Race Point. The Cape is 
completely surrounded by water. 

Countless historic sites and 
landmarks tell the role that Cape 
Cod has played in American history, 
beginning with the indigenous 
Wampanoag people and the landfall of 
the Mayflower in Provincetown in 1620, 
to the Camelot days of John F. Kennedy.

• The tallest all-granite structure in 
the United States is the 252-foot 
Pilgrim Monument in Provincetown.

• Cape Cod National Seashore, 
established in 1961, was the 
country’s second national seashore.

• Cape Cod has no cities and 15 
towns. Each town has at least one 
village or more. 

William DeSousa-Mauk/
Courtesy of Massachusetts
Office of Travel & Tourism

5Stops

m a s s a c h u s e t t s
c a p e  c o d
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cape cod, massachusetts

GO
Cruises and Whale Watching
508-362-9351
capecodgrouptours.com

Heritage Museums & Gardens
508-888-3300
heritagemuseumsandgardens.org

John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum
508-790-3077
jfkhyannismuseum.org

Pilgrim Monument 
 and Provincetown Museum
508-487-1310
pilgrim-monument.org

Plimoth Plantation
508-746-1622
plimoth.org

ASK
Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce
508-362-9351
capecodgrouptours.com

5 STOPS

Pilgrim Monument and 
Provincetown Museum

The 252-foot Pilgrim Monument 
in Provincetown was built between 
1907 and 1910 to commemorate the 
first landing of the Mayflower Pilgrims 
in Provincetown on Nov. 11, 1620. 
Provincetown Museum exhibits highlight 
the arrival of the Mayflower Pilgrims, 
the town’s rich maritime history, the 
early days of modern American theater 
in Provincetown and the building of the 
monument. A diorama of the Mayflower 
Compact being signed aboard the 
Mayflower in Provincetown Harbor is 
one of the exhibits.

Plimoth Plantation
Students visit Plimoth Plantation to 

explore the intertwined cultures of the 
Wampanoag People and the Colonial 
English community in the 1600s. The 
student visitors spend time at the living 
history exhibit sites, including Mayflower 
II, the Wampanoag Homesite, 17th-
Century English Village, Craft Center 
and Nye Barn. They will also investigate 
changing landscapes and understand 
17th-century worldviews through 
immersive hands-on experiences with 
historical objects, written documents 
and oral tradition. Plimoth Plantation’s 
Education Department provides 
programs suited for all grade levels.

Heritage Museums 
& Gardens 

Student groups are welcome to 
visit Heritage Museums & Gardens 
on a self-guided basis. Another 
option is to explore the galleries and 
grounds during a 90-minute guided 
tour. Or participate in 90-minute The 
Amazing Place Guided Tours in which 
educators choose the activities best 
suited to their class. At each station, 
stop an experienced museum educator 
leads the activity and engages the 
group. Educational programs are also 
available for The Adventure Park at 
Heritage.

John F. Kennedy 
Hyannis Museum

School groups can combine a 
lesson and museum tour. Multimedia 
exhibits open a window on the days 
John F. Kennedy spent on Cape Cod 
— days relaxing with his family, days 
as president of the United States 
when the Cape provided a time to be 
reinvigorated, and days spent sailing 
on the ocean. Several programs are 
available for middle and high school 
students, such as Red States/Blue 
States and a federal budget simulation.

Cruises and Whale 
Watching

Several species of whales — 
including finback, minke, pilot and 
humpback (the dancing whales that 
leap out of the water) — feed off the 
coast of Cape Cod in the Stellwagen 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary. A 
whale watch cruise is an educational 
adventure. Naturalists talk about 
whale behaviors and can often identify 
specific animals, which they get 
to know from their fluke markings. 
Students may also see marine birds, 
dolphins, seals and other sea life. 

William DeSousa-Mauk/
Courtesy of Massachusetts
Office of Travel & Tourism

Clockwise from top left, Heritage Museums & Gardens, Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism (2), 
Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum, William DeSousa-Mauk/Courtesy of Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism
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boston
massachusetts

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
STEM

HISTORY
The Boston Tea Party 
Ships & Museum 
represents a key time 
in history (from 1773 to 
1775), through live actors, 
tea throwing reenactments, 

high-tech interactive exhibits and authentic 
replica tea ships. The floating museum 
tells the story of the Boston Tea Party, 
which occurred on Dec. 16, 1773, and 
its immediate aftermath, which led to the 
beginning of the American Revolution.

Museum of Science, 
Boston is full of interactive 
exhibits on science, 
technology, engineering 

and mathematics. Customize a student 
trip to fit interests, curriculum and budget. 
Live presentations and demonstrations 
can be part of the visit, and the museum 
includes the Charles Hayden Planetarium, 
a 4-D Theater (temporarily closed) and a 
butterfly garden. Students leave thinking 
like scientists and engineers.

The famous 2½-mile 
red-brick Freedom Trail 
through Boston’s historic 
neighborhoods tells the story 

of the American Revolution at 16 historic 
sites. The Black Heritage Trail explores 
the history of the city’s 19th-century African 
American community. Walk in the footsteps 
of Irish immigrants and their descendants 
along Boston’s Irish Heritage Trail, 
comprising 20 landmarks. Check out 
memorials, monuments, landmarks and 
historic markers on the Native American 
Trail. The Boston Women’s Heritage 
Trail offers self-guided tours in areas of 
Boston where women from a wide variety 
of settings, occupations and backgrounds 
made history. The Boston Equality Trail 
follows the route of Boston’s first Gay Pride 
March in 1971.

Greater Boston Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
617-536-4100
bostonusa.com/travel-trade

Theater of Electricity, Museum of Science

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

Freedom Trail

From top: Museum of Science, Boston, Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum (2), Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism
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NEW ENGLAND

800-933-4255 · bso.org
groupsales@bso.org

The Boston Symphony Orchestra group programs are the ideal gateway to 
musical learning, even in an online environment. Contact the BSO Group Sales 
Office today! We are dedicated to student groups, and we can’t wait to work 
with you to create a unique learning experience.

season sponsor

Situated in the midst of a sprawling 
planned landscape, the Glass House in 
New Canaan, Connecticut, is one of 
several unique structures designed by 
American modernist architect Philip 
Johnson.

“The Glass House is a departure from 
what many students consider to be a 
home,” said Kate Lichota, manager of 
education and interpretation at The Glass 
House. “The design is strikingly modern 
even though the house itself is over 70 
years old.” 

The Glass House is an example of 
the early use of industrial materials in 
home design and highlights the mod-
ernist style. At 56 feet long, the building 
includes a kitchen, dining and entertain-
ing space, and sleeping area all in one 
glass-enclosed room. 

Docent-led tours of 10–20 partici-
pants provide students ample opportuni-
ties to pose questions to their guide. 

“Many questions are raised about if 
Johnson actually lived in the house (yes, 
he did), and where did he cook, eat and 
sleep,” Lichota said.

Guides speak to a number of topics 
about the history, construction, design 
and use of The Glass House and the other 
structures on the property. Buildings like 
the windowless Brickhouse; the Painting 
Gallery built into a grassy knoll; or the 
Da Monsta Gate House, which has no 
right angles, inspire inquiry about archi-
tecture and design.

Philip Johnson is generally included 
on the syllabus of most architecture or 
contemporary design history classes.

“Experiencing The Glass House in 
person is a vastly different experience 
than just viewing it in photographs.” 
Lichota said. “Seeing the home placed 
within the curated landscape is deeply in-
structive to how important the placement 
of a building within its landscape can be.”

High school groups treat the house 
in the context of their curriculum, like 
the social history of the 20th century. Stu-

dents can take away information about a 
variety of themes — architecture, design, 
landscape design, contemporary art, 
social history and LGBTQ history. 

The Glass House is open seasonally. n

The Glass House
203-594-9884
theglasshouse.org

Rethink the meaning of ‘home’ 
at The Glass House

Robin Hill 
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FUN FACTS
Find a bustling metropolis beside 

sweeping natural landscapes in The 
Mile High City.  

“Denver is a modern, hip city that 
is also home to some of America’s 
greatest historical stories — the Wild 
West, dinosaurs and more,” said Ashley 
Geisheker, associate director of PR 
and communications at VISIT DENVER. 
“The Mile High City’s arts and culture; 
outdoor recreation opportunities; and 
safe, walkable downtown make it an 
ideal destination for student groups of 
all ages and sizes.” 

Home to a number of distinct 
neighborhoods, Denver boasts the 
best of both national and local culture. 

Take students to the Golden Triangle 
Creative District, home to eight of 
Denver’s museums. Venture where 
the Wild West is still alive in Golden, 
Colorado’s territorial capital until 1867. 
Students will see the famed Red Rocks 
Park & Amphitheatre and enjoy an 
abundance of outdoor activities and 
wonders. 

Make sure to book a reservation 
at The Fort Restaurant — a full-scale 
adobe replica of a 19th-century fur 
trading fort. The menu includes dishes 
inspired by trappers and traders and 
American Indian recipes, providing a 
unique Old West experience. 

• Denver is called The Mile High 
City because it is exactly one mile 
above sea level.

• Denver has the second highest 
educated population in America.

• Denver has more than 200 
parks within the city and 20,000 
acres of parks in the nearby 
mountains.

VISIT DENVER

5Stops

c o l o r a d o
d e n v e r
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denver, colorado

GO
Denver Art Museum
720-865-5000
denverartmuseum.org

Denver Center for the Performing Arts
303-893-4000
denvercenter.org

Denver Museum of Nature & Science
303-370-6000
dmns.org

Red Rocks Park & Amphitheatre
720-865-2494
redrocksonline.com

RiNo
rinoartdistrict.org

ASK
VISIT DENVER
800-233-6837
denver.org

5 STOPS

River North Art District
River North Art District (RiNo) is 

“where art is made” and a hot spot for 
creative minds — with several uniquely 
renovated spaces that provide room 
for culinary and industrial creativity. 
The district is home to local boutiques 
hotels, some of the city’s top eateries, 
artisan market halls, numerous art 
galleries, murals and much more. 
While in RiNo, take the Denver Graffiti 
Tour to see and learn about some of 
the best graffiti art in the city. 

Red Rocks Park 
& Amphitheatre
     Recently named to the National 
Historic Register, Red Rocks is a 
world-famous outdoor concert and rec-
reation venue some 300 million years 
in the making. Red Rocks is consis-
tently named the top outdoor venue 
in the country and is on every music 
lover’s bucket list. The free Visitor Cen-
ter at Red Rocks features interactive 
educational displays and a short film 
on the geological and musical history 
of the venue. Students will also enjoy 
free hiking and biking opportunities. 

Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts

One of the largest nonprofit 
theaters in the nation, the Denver 
Center for the Performing Arts 
provides unique experiences: DCPA 
Broadway, DCPA Theatre Company, 
DCPA Off-Center, DCPA Education 
and more. Expand students’ horizons 
by taking them to a performance by 
the Colorado Symphony or catch 
a performance by the renowned 
Colorado Ballet. Acting classes and 
student matinees with post-show 
discussions are available. 

Denver Museum 
of Nature & Science

Exciting minds of all ages, Denver 
Museum of Nature & Science lets 
students explore fossils and dinosaurs, 
the mysteries of space at Gates 
Planetarium, Egyptian mummies, 
the riddles of the human body at 
Expedition Health and a number 
of other hands-on exhibits. The 
museum’s website makes it easy for 
educators to pre-plan a visit full of 
tours, interactive programs and so 
much more. Find resources online for 
in-classroom experiences. 

Denver Art Museum
With free admission for anyone 

18 and younger, the world-class 
Denver Art Museum is a great place 
to introduce students to the wide and 
wonderful world of art. The museum 
collections are expansive, highlighting 
everything from Oceanic art to 
American Indian art and New World 
architecture and design to textile art 
and fashion. In addition, students can 
learn more about certain pieces with 
the help of interactive games available 
in every gallery on every floor. 

VISIT DENVER

Clockwise from top left, Rebecca Todd, VISIT DENVER (2), Rebecca Todd, Jeff Wells
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redding
california

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
ECOLOGY

GEOLOGY

VOLCANOLOGY

Lake Shasta Caverns 
National Natural 
Landmark is 250 million 
years in the making. The 

two-hour tour includes a catamaran 
cruise across Shasta Lake, a scenic bus 
ride to the entrance and a guided tour 
of the beautiful limestone caves. The 38 
cave formations and Jurassic fossils tell 
the geology, history and significance 
of this subterranean wonderland. 
Customized group programs can include 
lunch/dinner cruises to Shasta Dam. 

The world-famous Sundial 
Bridge stands at the 
entrance of Turtle Bay 
Exploration Park, a 

300-acre museum complex featuring 
botanical gardens, an arboretum, and a 
forestry and wildlife center. Students can 
get up close with wildlife at the Visible 
River Aquarium and at Paul Bunyan’s 
Forest Camp — also featuring the Walk 
on the Wild Side animal show, Parrot 
Playhouse, Butterfly House and wildlife 
zoo. The arboretum and botanical 
gardens include over 200 acres of native 
and non-native plants. 

Beautiful Lassen Volcanic 
National Park boasts 
incredible mountain scenery 
with thermal wonders — with 

only a fraction of the visitors compared 
to other national parks. The park offers 
geothermal features including steam 
vents, mud pots, hot springs and all four 
types of volcanoes. Lassen Park is open 
year-round with educational, ranger-
led programs including astrobiology, 
interpretive snowshoeing, introduction to 
volcanoes, youth camping programs and 
many other opportunities.   

Redding Convention & Visitors Bureau 
530-225-4010
visitredding.com

Turtle Bay Exploration Park

Turtle Bay Exploration Park Lake Shasta Caverns National Natural Landmark

Lassen Volcanic National Park

Redding Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Class
Astronomy 
Biology 
Geology 
Hydrology
MineMinerology 
Volcanology

Recess
Horse Riding

Kayaking
Rafting

Snowshoe
Trails & Treks

WWaterfalls

+

= Redding, CA

REDDING - YOUR
OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM

VISITREDDING.COM/STUDENT-GROUPS
(530) 225-4010 [ SHEILA@VISITREDDING.COM 

The world’s oldest active sailing ship, 
Star of India, can be visited at the Mari-
time Museum of San Diego — also home 
to historic sailing ships, steam-powered 
boats and submarines. 

This California attraction offers 
docent-led group tours and educational 
programs and experiences for students. 

“Rather than just looking at artifacts 
under glass, students can gain firsthand 
experience walking the decks of 10 his-
toric ships that span 400 years of Pacific 
maritime history,” said Kelli Mulligan, 
development director at the museum. 

Students will interact with history by 
using a simple machine to haul up a sail, 
steering a replica 16th-century galleon 
with a whipstaff or listening to the stories 
of a Vietnam veteran while riding on a 
PCF swift boat. 

Some of the museum’s programs 
include overnight and multi-day activi-

ties for groups. 
The Days of Oar experience offers 

rowing lessons — as well as safety and 
communications skills — over the course 
of five days. Have a sleepover on one of 
the Tall Ships, which also includes a row-
ing lesson, black powder gun or cannon 
demonstration, and a 45-minute tour 
around San Diego Bay. 

If desiring a shorter visit, the Educa-
tion Sail program allows students to raise 
7,000 square feet of sail and learn about 
the physics of sailing. 

Most experiences incorporate not 
only history, but also STEM-based les-
sons. 

“After visiting Maritime Museum of 
San Diego, we hope that students find 
STEM concepts are more accessible to 
them after seeing that even the most 
sophisticated technology evolves from 
simple beginnings and started with a 
need to solve a problem or answer a 
question,” Mulligan said. 

In addition to student programs, the 
museum has a number of exhibits spread 
throughout its vessels. n

Maritime Museum of San Diego 
619-234-9153
sdmaritime.org

Discover 400 years of Pacific maritime history 

Maritime Museum of San Diego
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WEST

TEXAS LARGEST INDOOR WATERPARK  |  OPEN YEAR ROUND

TOUR OPERATOR SPECIAL ONLY

PER PERSON | GROUP MINIMUM SIZE 15 PEOPLE

1 ADMISSION (REG $34)
1 MEAL (REG $10)
1 ARCADE CARD ($3)

RANDALL HUDSON
rhudson@epicwatersgp.com | 972.337.3135

www.epicwatersgp.com

Students can explore four floors 
of exhibits focused on the culture and 
history of mobs, crime and law enforce-
ment at The Mob Museum, the National 
Museum of Organized Crime and Law 
Enforcement. 

Located in Las Vegas, the museum 
has been named one of TripAdvisor’s 
“Top 25 U.S. Museums,” one of National 
Geographic’s “Top 10 Things to do in Las 
Vegas,” and USA Today’s “Best Museum 
in Nevada” — as well as a number of 
other accolades since its opening in 2012. 

“Museum programs are hands-on, ex-
periential and inquiry-based,” said Claire 

White, educational programs manager at 
the museum. “Whether it’s stepping into 
the phone booth that Al Capone had in 
his Chicago saloon or determining what 
fingerprint pattern type a student has, the 
museum offers unparalleled experiences.” 

One of the top activities for students 
at The Mob Museum is The Crime Lab 
experience. This STEM-focused exhibit 
allows students to understand the science 
behind forensics like fingerprinting, death 

investigation, DNA analysis, crime scene 
investigation and firearm examination. 

“Analyze fingerprints, participate 
in a digital autopsy and learn how to 
separate DNA using gel electrophoresis,” 
White said.

In addition to the programs, stu-
dents can explore a plethora of exhibits 
to hear stories and see one-of-a-kind 
artifacts while roaming the museum. 
Walk through the first floor to view the 
“Organized Crime Today” exhibit and 
the Global Networks Touch Wall — an 
interactive wall that mixes video, images, 
maps and more to highlight the story of 
organized crime around the world. 

On the third floor, students will see the 
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre Wall, a portion 
of the actual brick wall where seven men 
were lined up against and shot in 1929.

This fall, the museum is offering 
its award-winning classroom outreach 
program, Investigating History, as virtual 
presentations.

“Available on Zoom or Google Meet, 
museum educators will be available to 
present material related to Prohibition, 
forensic science and Las Vegas history to 
students across the United States,” White 
said. “Presentations are 50 minutes and 
include a slideshow as well as historical 
objects or hands-on forensic activities 
that students can re-create with common 
classroom or household materials.” n 

The Mob Museum,
 the National Museum of Organized   
 Crime and Law Enforcement
702-229-2734
themobmuseum.org

The Mob Museum 
shares organized 
crime’s impact 
on the world

The Mob Museum
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WEST

City of Lynnwood Advertising
Student Group Tour Ad
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Stay here, Play here,
Shop here

Just 16 miles north of 
Seattle, close to 

cultural and educational 
experiences, with 
quality affordable 

lodging.

LynnwoodTourism.com

Students will find engaging programs 
— and the largest combined collection 
of U.S. and Russian spacecraft — at Cos-
mosphere International Science Educa-
tion Center & Space Museum, located in 
Hutchinson, Kansas.  

Cosmosphere began in 1962 when 
Patty Carey — with the help of the com-
munity — created a public planetarium 
to help share the wonders of astronomy. 
These wonders are available for students 
to experience with a number of hands-on 
learning opportunities. 

“Subject matter includes space his-
tory, astronaut training, simulated space 
missions, flight, rocketry, robotics and 
much more,” said Carla Stanfield, public 
relations coordinator at Cosmosphere. 
“Whether it’s an overnight stay or just a 
few hours visit, a school experience can 
be customized to meet your needs and 
budget.” 

Every single educational program 
immerses students in aerospace learning 
environments that meet Next Generation 
Science Standards. 

With the Rocket Blast Extreme 
program, students will build and launch 
model rockets with engines. This is 

supplemented with a guided tour of the 
Hall of Space Museum where students 
will see crafts that have flown into space. 

Different astronomy-focused classes 
are available for different age groups 
in the Justice Planetarium. View Cos-
mosphere’s Robots movie in the Carey 
Digital Dome Theater, then use coding to 
program robots and complete numerous 
tasks. 

“We hope that students get an under-
standing and respect of the past, inspi-
ration for their future and insight into 
potential career-paths,” Stanfield said. 

Make sure to make time to tour the 
Hall of Space Museum. With multiple 
galleries, a visit to Cosmosphere is just as 
much of a history lesson as it is a STEM 
one. Housing hundreds of artifacts the 
galleries include the German, Cold War, 
Mollett Early Spaceflight, Apollo and The 
Astronaut Experience galleries. 

Cosmosphere can accommodate 
groups as large as 100, with enough time 
given for planning. For specific ques-
tions about educational experiences or to 
schedule a visit, contact school programs 
manager JoAnna Strecker at joannas@
cosmo.org. n

Cosmosphere International 
 Science  Education Center 
 & Space Museum
620-665-9319
cosmo.org

Book an astronomy or aerospace 
experience in central Kansas

The Mob Museum

Cosmosphere: Hutchinson, KS
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FUN FACTS
With 60 miles of pristine beaches, 

Myrtle Beach is a student group 
paradise. Students can spend the 
day on the award-winning oceanfront 
boardwalk to catch stunning views of the 
Atlantic Ocean, then board the nearly 
187-foot Myrtle Beach SkyWheel. 

“Myrtle Beach welcomes all student 
groups,” said Sandy Haines, group 
tour sales manager for the Myrtle 
Beach Area CVB. “We offer educational 
opportunities from outdoor to indoor 
experiences. Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, is a student tour paradise for 
entertainment.” 

Spend the day exploring beautiful 
sculpture gardens or visit a stately 
plantation for afternoon tea. Take 
students on an exhilarating adventure 
at one of three water parks. Immerse 
in interactive activities at multiple 
attractions highlighting everything from 
art to STEM. Evenings can be filled 
with live entertainment shows. With a 
plethora of shopping centers and local 
storefronts, students will find the perfect 
gift to remember their time in Myrtle 
Beach.

• Kings Highway was once an 
American Indian trail long before 
European settlers arrived. 

• Myrtle Beach’s first hotel, Seaside 
Inn, was built in 1901 at a cost of 
$3,813.

Myrtle Beach Area CVB

5Stops

s o u t h  c a r o l i n a
m y r t l e  b e a c h
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myrtle beach, south carolina

GO
Blue Wave Adventures
843-651-3676
bluewaveadventures.com

Brookgreen Gardens
843-235-6021
brookgreen.org

Live entertainment theaters
843-626-7444
visitmyrtlebeach.com

Ripley’s Aquarium
843-916-0752
ripleysaquariums.com

WonderWorks
843-626-9962
wonderworksonline.com

ASK
Myrtle Beach Area CVB
843-626-7444
visitmyrtlebeach.com

5 STOPS

Blue Wave Adventures 
Dolphin Watch 
& Eco Tours

Of the many watersports offered 
in the Grand Strand, one of the most 
popular is the Dolphin Watch & Eco 
Tour. Departing from the Crazy Sister 
Marina in Murrells Inlet, the tour allows 
passengers to explore the marshlands 
and wetlands of the Atlantic coastline. 
Tours are facilitated by an experienced 
marine biologist who describes the local 
ecosystem, global issues that affect 
those ecosystems and information about 
all kinds of marine life. Plus, students 
will get to study dolphins, and other 
animals, up close.  

Brookgreen Gardens
Voted one of the Top 10 Best Public 

Gardens in the U.S. by TripAdvisor, 
Brookgreen Gardens offers a daily 
selection of tours boasting flora, fauna, 
amazing sculptures and low country 
history. Students can partake in 
educational programs, like Zookeeper 
for a Day, allowing participants to 
see animals up-close for a hands-on 
experience. Visit the site of the Oaks 
Plantation, a Civil War earthen fort 
and a historic rice mill chimney. At the 
botanical gardens, students can marvel 
at butterflies in the butterfly garden and 
see 250-year-old live oak trees.

Ripley’s Aquarium
Ripley’s Aquarium wants students 

to “Sea Things Differently!” Located at 
Myrtle Beach’s premier entertainment, 
dining and shopping complex, 
the aquarium offers fun, hands-on 
learning experiences. Students will 
find themselves immersed in a watery 
world of sharks, rays, penguins and 
colorful tropical fish. Take advantage 
of one of the many standards-based 
Marine Science classroom programs 
during a visit or amplify the trip and 
book a sleepover. Students sleep in 
the Dangerous Reef Tunnel and watch 
marine life come alive at night. 

Live entertainment 
theaters

Myrtle Beach’s live entertainment 
theaters are perfect for student 
workshops and behind-the-scenes tours. 
Select from a variety of venues — from 
dinner shows to concert halls — and 
learn about the inner workings of the 
theater’s sound, lighting, video and 
performance operations. See Le Grand 
Cirque perform amazing aerobatics 
at Big Top Tent. Travel back hundreds 
of years at Medieval Times Dinner & 
Tournament, where students watch a 
two-hour performance with falconry, 
jousting and more while enjoying a 
medieval feast. 

WonderWorks
Designed to provide immersive 

STEM learning experiences, 
WonderWorks is a science-focused 
indoor amusement park that combines 
education and entertainment. Feel the 
power of 84 mph, hurricane-force winds 
in the Hurricane Shack. Make huge, life-
size bubbles in the Bubble Lab. Get the 
NASA treatment in the Astronaut Training 
Gyro and experience zero gravity. Lie 
down on the death-defying Bed of Nails. 
With over 100 hands-on exhibits, there 
is something unique and challenging for 
every kind of student. 

Myrtle Beach Area CVB

Myrtle Beach Area CVB
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Baton Rouge
Louisiana

 LOVE TO LEARN IN...
HISTORY

SOCIAL STUDIES

NATURAL SCIENCE

Louisiana’s Old State 
Capitol is one of the 
most unique and historic 
buildings in Louisiana. The 

gothic structure was built in 1850; guided 
tours are available. In addition, a number 
of activities and programs focused on 
politics and society are provided. Middle 
schoolers will investigate the capitol’s 
architectural structure, how technology 
altered it and the role of the building 
throughout Louisiana history. High 
school programs focus on the role of 
government, both locally and statewide. 

The only historic ship on 
the Mississippi River, the 
USS Kidd allows student 
groups the opportunity to 

step aboard a retired WWII-era Fletcher 
Class destroyer as it sits docked on the 
river. Groups can take a 90-minute tour 
and additionally spend the night abroad 
the USS Kidd and experience close-
quarter living firsthand. The shoreside 
museum also offers unique learning 
opportunities, while the website offers 
educational resources for teachers. 

BREC’s Bluebonnet 
Swamp and Nature 
Center is a 103-acre facility 
dedicated to conservation, 

education, recreation and tourism. It 
houses a 9,500-square-foot building filled 
with live animal exhibits; photographic 
presentations of the site’s flora and fauna; 
natural artifact and mineral displays; 
and a vintage waterfowl decoy carving 
collection. Over a mile of gravel paths 
and boardwalks link habitats such as the 
cypress-tupelo swamp, beech-magnolia 
forest and hardwood forest. Nature 
programs and environmental education 
are conducted throughout the year. 

Visit Baton Rouge
225-383-1825
visitbatonrouge.com

USS Kidd

Louisiana Old State Capitol

BREC’s Bluebonnet Swamp

From top: Visit Baton Rouge, Maggie Bowles 2011 (2), Visit Baton Rouge

Louisiana Old State Capitol
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SOUTHEAST

    
GET SCHOOLED

ON ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
LEARN.PERFORM.ENGAGE.

© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2019 ABG EPE IP LLC

GRACELAND.COM/STUDENT

800-238-2010

King of rock ’n’ roll Elvis Presley was 
just 22 years old when he purchased his 
Memphis home for just over $100,000. 

Today, Graceland is a top destination 
in the nation and offers opportunities for 
students to immerse in the life and talents 
of Elvis Presley.

“Students will go on a one-of-a-kind 
journey through Elvis’ humble begin-
nings and rise to super-stardom with up 
close and personal looks at the influence 
that forever changed music,” said Alicia 
Dean, marketing promotions & events 
specialist at Graceland.  

Students will find videos, photos, 
artifacts, personal objects, stage costumes 
and so much more spread throughout 
this mansion.

The land and home were named 
“Graceland” before Presley bought it 
and moved there in 1957. Since open-
ing to the public in 1982, Graceland has 
welcomed over 20 million visitors. 

Tours of Graceland take groups 
through a number of rooms like the Pool 
Room, the famous Jungle Room, Presley’s 
father’s office and Meditation Garden. 
Many of these rooms look just as they did 
when the Presley family lived there. 

Now, the Graceland estate includes 
Elvis Presley’s Memphis, a state-of-the-art 
entertainment complex. 

“Elvis Presley’s Memphis enables 
students to follow the path that Elvis 
took, surround themselves with the 
things he loved and experience the sights 
and sounds of the city that inspired him,” 
Dean said. 

The entertainment complex is over 
2000,000 square feet in size and features 
Elvis: The Entertainer Career Museum 
and Presley Motors Automobile Mu-
seum. 

In addition, the complex houses a 
number of exhibits highlighting Presley’s 
life and influence. These exhibits include 
the “X’s & O’s: Elvis and his Love of Foot-
ball” exhibit, “Lisa Marie: Growing Up 
Presley” exhibit, “Icons: The Influence of 

Elvis Presley” exhibit and so many others. 
Group rates apply for student groups 

of 15 or more. Free motorcoach parking 
is available. n  

Graceland
901-332-3322
graceland.com

Graceland showcases more exhibits 
on the king of rock ’n’ roll

Graceland
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SOUTHEAST

M6ake   Waves2  
in Myrtle Beach

MMyrtleyrtleBBeacheachGGroups.comroups.com
800.488.8998800.488.8998

With 60 miles of beautiful coastline, two state parks, and exciting venues offering diverse educational experiences, 
you’ll find no better place to bring your group together than in Myrtle Beach. Let our award-winning CVB staff help 

you plan your next student event to meet today’s new safety and educational standards.

With 60 miles of beautiful coastline, two state parks, and exciting venues offering diverse educational experiences, 
you’ll find no better place to bring your group together than in Myrtle Beach. Let our award-winning CVB staff help 

you plan your next student event to meet today’s new safety and educational standards.

Contact Sandy Haines at Sandy.Haines@VisitMyrtleBeach.com.
9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC

843.839.2292

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar

843.839.2292

MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM
FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS CALL:

GiantCrab.com

Only 3 miles from Alabama Theater
& 7 miles from Broadway At The Beach

170 ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar

Steaks Cooked to Order

DELICIOUS FRESH SEAFOODDELICIOUS FRESH SEAFOOD

SUCCULENT PRIME RIBSUCCULENT PRIME RIB

The Cade Museum for Creativity and 
Invention kept learning going throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic; the Gaines-
ville, Florida, museum offered — and 
still is offering — virtual field trip-style 

classes for student groups. 
“Even for larger groups, we can send 

our Cade educators to their location 
for an in-person ‘field trip’-style class/
experience,” said Sue Draddy, marketing 
director at the Cade Museum. 

Opened in 2018, the Cade Museum 
was named for Dr. James Robert Cade, a 
nephrologist, UF professor and the lead 
inventor of Gatorade. The museum in-
spires students to think like and become 
inventors with immersive activities and 
cutting-edge technology. 

If wanting to visit in-person, the 
Cade Museum is still offering hands-on 
STEAM experiments and activities in 
two labs — the Creativity Lab and the 
Fab Lab — in addition to its permanent 
and temporary exhibits open for tours.

“We introduce a new museum-wide 
theme every few months, and in addi-
tion to themed micro-exhibits, we offer a 
broad range of experiments and activi-
ties that dovetail with each new theme,” 
Draddy said. 

The museum has much to see and do, 
with options to explore it in two ways for 
groups. The discounted general admis-
sion option allows groups to explore the 
museum at their own pace. The Facili-
tated “Explore More” Guided Experience 
allows groups to engage with Cade Mu-
seum educators in each and every space 
of the museum. 

In the Creativity Lab, students are 
pushed to think like inventors. The Fab 
Lab is the museum’s tech lab where 
students will build robots, design in third 
dimension and more. 

All group tours include a visit to the 
“Sweat Solution” exhibit — the museum’s 
only permanent installation — which 
showcases the invention of Gatorade and 
its global impact. 

“The Cade Museum also connects lo-
cal and national inventors, entrepreneurs 
and visionaries through in-museum 
experiences,” Draddy said. 

Now through Jan. 2, 2021, the Cade 
Museum is featuring “Brain: The World 
Inside Your Head.” Students will learn 
about the inner workings of the mind 
and its mysteries. n 

Cade Museum for Creativity 
 and Invention
352-371-8001
cademuseum.org

Students become inventors at 
Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention

Cade Museum for Creativity and Invention 
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With 60 miles of beautiful coastline, two state parks, and exciting venues offering diverse educational experiences, 
you’ll find no better place to bring your group together than in Myrtle Beach. Let our award-winning CVB staff help 

you plan your next student event to meet today’s new safety and educational standards.

With 60 miles of beautiful coastline, two state parks, and exciting venues offering diverse educational experiences, 
you’ll find no better place to bring your group together than in Myrtle Beach. Let our award-winning CVB staff help 

you plan your next student event to meet today’s new safety and educational standards.

Contact Sandy Haines at Sandy.Haines@VisitMyrtleBeach.com.
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SOUTHEAST

Our story starts here

111 S. Royal Street, Mobile, AL 36602
historymuseumofmobile.com

Enter WWII history aboard 
the USS ALABAMA and 
the USS DRUM

Home to two World War II National 
Historic Landmarks — the USS ALA-
BAMA battleship and the submarine 
USS DRUM — USS ALABAMA Battle-
ship Memorial Park has welcomed over 
18 million visitors since its opening in 
1965. 

“The USS ALABAMA is a floating 
city and a historical WWII capsule,” 
said Rhonda Davis, director of sales and 
marketing at USS ALABAMA Battle-
ship Memorial Park. “The curation 
department has studied the ship’s deck 
logs, examined the collection of historic 
photographs of the ship and recorded 

oral histories of the crewmen in an effort 
to make sure the ship is presented in the 
most historically correct and authentic 
manner possible.” 

Once students arrive, a guide will 
greet groups and describe the self-
guided tour routes which are broken 
down into three color-coded routes that 
include 12 decks.

Venture into the USS ALABAMA to 
see a hologram of a re-enactor interact-
ing with groups to explain the job of 
divers in the “Divers” exhibit. Through-
out the battleship, students will also hear 
sound effects coming from different 
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THE WHOLE FAMILY!

www.decaturcvb.org | 256-350-2028 | @VisitDecaturAL

BETH

compartments.
“They will hear cooks cooking in The 

Galley, the barbers cutting hair in the 
Barber Shop, the radio transmissions 
in Radio Control and the forging in the 
Blacksmith Shop,” Davis said.

On the USS DRUM, watch a film 
that plays in the Aircraft Pavilion and 
learn about the dog Stateside who lived 
abroad the submarine. The Aircraft 

Pavilion also includes a flight simulator, 
which can be added to tours. 

In addition to the two vessels, the 
park is also home to a collection of 
aircraft and military vehicles, including 
the A-12 Blackbird — a spy plane used by 
the CIA. 

Another draw to the park is the on-
site performance space; choirs and bands 
have the option to play right underneath 

the “big guns” on the USS ALABAMA for 
a one-of-a-kind experience. 

During normal operations, the park 
offers field-trip luncheon options. n

USS ALABAMA Battleship 
 Memorial Park
251-433-2703
ussalabama.com

Courtesy of USS ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park
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Before the COVID-19 pandemic, GLR Tours, a full-
service custom group and receptive tour operator based in 
Woburn, Massachusetts, was gearing up for a busy spring 
and summer tour season. But the pandemic and subsequent 
shutdown brought everything to a screeching halt.

Instead of shutting down the business completely, GLR 
Tours, which specializes in the student market, shifted gears 
and created a new division called SummerCamp2U. Neal 
Waldman, owner of GLR Tours, has extensive experience in 
both tour and travel, and the camp industry. It was a natural fit.  

The concept? SummerCamp2U is an at-home program 
that brings the experience of camp into a person’s backyard or 
nearby park. Offered in the Greater Boston area, the program 
is designed for up to eight kids within a family’s trusted circle 
to ensure proper social distancing and protect their “bubble.” 

Each one-week session runs 
for two or three hours a day. 
A camp counselor goes to 
the home or park each day 
and does all the activities one 
might expect at any summer 
camp. 

Martha Kelley, director 
of operations at GLR Tours, 
talked with Student Group 
Tour magazine about the new 
program born during the 
pandemic. 

Q. How did you get involved with 
SummerCamp2U? 

A. As the director of operations at GLR Tours it was not a 
difficult transition. Once we got through cancelling all our 

spring and summer groups, there was not much left to do. 
Neal came to me with the idea. Within a couple of days, we 
had the website, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages up 
and running and SummerCamp2U was ready for business. 

Q. How does SummerCamp2U work? What kinds 
of activities can kids participate in?

A. Families create their own trusted groups of three to eight 
kids. We assign a counselor who will spend the entire week 
with them in the backyard. The counselors must wear a mask 
the entire time unless eating or drinking, but we leave it up to 
the parent’s discretion as to whether the kids must be masked 
the whole time. All equipment is wiped down between each 
use, and everyone washes their hands in between every activity. 
      We bring along some sports equipment and outdoor toys 
as well as arts and craft supplies. Whatever they have in their 
backyards, such as sprinklers, kiddie pools, balls and basket-
ball hoops, also gets used. 
      On the first day of camp, the kids get to name their camp 
and create a camp banner. They play all sorts of games. Some 
have done scavenger hunts or a nature walks through the 
neighborhood. One day they will make gimp keychains or 
lanyards and friendship bracelets. Then another day they do 
tie dye. 

Q. What age range does SummerCamp2U 
cater to?

A. SC2U mainly caters to ages 5–11, but we have had 
younger kids participate with their older siblings.

Lounge

MARTHA KELLEY
GLR Tours pivots 
during pandemic, 
creates SummerCamp2U

SummerCamp2U

Martha Kelley



43Oct • Nov • Dec •Jan

Q. What has the response been like for these 
camp programs? 

A. We got some amazing exposure when we were featured on 
“Good Morning America” and WCVB, a local Boston news 
station. Overall the response has been incredibly positive. 
All our campers have loved every minute of it. Parents have 
loved having a few hours to NOT play director, producer and 
entertainer while trying to work from home.

Q. Will SummerCamp2U continue to operate 
once more in-person camps resume?

A. Only time will tell. If there is a need or demand, we will 
keep it going in some capacity, but first and foremost we are a 
tour operator, so we really want to get kids back on buses and 
out on the road. 

Q. What advice do you have for student travel 
professionals as they navigate this new normal?

A. Don’t be afraid to get creative. This is a great time to 
experiment a little and try new things that would seem 
completely crazy under normal circumstances. When we first 
started this venture, I had no clue it was a huge opportunity 
landing in my lap. I can put together a student trip in my 
sleep but getting SummerCamp2U off the ground forced me 
to learn a few new tricks. n

SummerCamp2U
summercamp2u.com
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