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From the Editor
Double the news
Welcome to the inaugural issue of Group Tour Southeast/West
magazine. Between the covers of our new title, you will find valuable
information and ideas that used to be routed separately.
I hope you agree that combining two regions in one edition makes
planning two times as easy.

Double the green fun

«

With or without a green thumb, we rejoice whenever a garden
tops an itinerary. Gardens are social mixers for group tours. What
public garden isn’t beautiful? Does it offer a wee bit of history? Or an
opportunity to chat up a complete stranger? When associate editors
Kelsey Smith and Cortney Erndt slipped into horticulture mode, they
found group-friendly gardens from the Southeast curve of the Gulf of
Mexico to the great American West. See page 10.

In 2018, groups may wish to rekindle a love affair with New
Orleans as the grand dame celebrates her 300th anniversary (page
34); ditto for Boise, Idaho, where we found many reasons to embrace
its slogan to visit and to “see for yourself” (page 70).

«

Please let me know what you think about our new feature — we
call it Port City. It highlights what groups can do at a destination for
a day or two before boarding a cruise. See page 104. We stayed
on the open water for Worldview, sailing around the Aegean Sea to
island hop the Greek isles with Celestyal Cruises. The cruise oozed
opa! moments. Turn to page 100.

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association

‘Til next month when Group Tour Northeast/Midwest magazine
debuts, stay curious.

New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society

Mary Lu Laffey
editor@grouptour.com
@MaryLuGroupTour

P.S. In March, our cover story reveals what’s inside a travel bucket
list. We profile Columbus, Ohio, move across the border to do the same
for Toronto, Ontario, and present plans for Plymouth 400 in Plymouth
County, Massachusetts.
4

February 2018

Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association

Cover:

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens,
Sarasota, Fla.

news & notes
Pigeon Forge earns
recognition for from the
National Fire Protection
Association

«

Photo: Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism

fire department continue to
work hand in hand.”
865-453-8574
mypigeonforge.com

Universal Studios
Hollywood adds
‘Will & Grace’ set to
VIP experience

«

After “Will & Grace” made
its primetime return to NBC
last fall, guests visiting Universal Studios Hollywood as part
of its exclusive VIP Experience
now have the opportunity to
step onto Soundstage 22 on
the Universal backlot to see
firsthand where the sitcom
revival is making history for a
second time.
Universal Studios Hollywood, located in Universal

Photo: Universal Studios Hollywood

City, California, is renowned
for putting the illustrious world
of movie-making magic within
arm’s reach of groups visiting
from across the globe. The
behind-the-scenes access
is elevated with its coveted
VIP Experience by exposing
guests to areas of the production lot typically reserved for
working professionals.
“The ‘Will & Grace’ set visits
are an exciting addition to the
VIP Experience and speaks to
exactly the one-of-a-kind opportunities that offer our guests
an insider’s peek at Hollywood
in action,” said Karen Irwin,
president and COO of Universal Studios Hollywood.
In addition to such set
visits, the VIP Experience
also features an expert Studio
Tour Guide, trolley, unlimited
front-of-line privileges to all
theme park rides and attractions, entry to a reserved VIP
Lounge and a VIP gourmet
lunch prepared by the theme
park’s award-winning executive
chef. Complimentary continental breakfast in a private
VIP Lounge and valet parking
also is included. The tour is
designed to accommodate
smaller groups of up to 24 for
a more personal experience.
818-622-5120
universalstudioshollywood.com

St. Louis announces
new aquarium

«

Last November, the city of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, earned
National Firewise USA Recognition for Wildlife Preparedness
from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). The
Firewise USA program is a
nationwide initiative recognizing
communities for taking action to
protect properties and people
from the risk of wildfires.
Over 1,470 communities in
the country have earned this
status. To help support Pigeon
Forge’s wildfire prevention
efforts, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
awarded a $288,000 fire prevention and safety grant to the
Pigeon Forge Fire Department.
Half of the grant will cover
personnel costs and literature
to support wildfire prevention
efforts with the Firewise USA
program.
“Pigeon Forge’s Firewise
USA recognition speaks to this
city’s ongoing commitment to
ensuring the safety and wellbeing of its residents and visitors,” said Leon Konz, wildfire
mitigation specialist with the
Tennessee Division of Forestry.
“This accomplishment is the
foundation for continued years
of awareness, education and
preparation as citizens and the

A new aquarium will join the
St. Louis Wheel and Outdoor
Park at Union Station in St.
Louis, Missouri. ZoOceanarium
Group will operate the new
aquarium, and it is set to open
in the summer of 2019.
St. Louis’ PGAV Destinations
has designed the aquarium,
with it being the next phase of
development at the National
Historic Landmark train station
in downtown St. Louis. The
aquarium will be joined by
an observation wheel and an
outdoor park for entertainment and food and beverage
services.
“We’re very excited to have
the nation’s top construction
and design firms working with
us on this project,” said Bob
O’Loughlin, chairman and
CEO of Lodging Hospitality
Management (LHM). “The fact
that both McCarthy and PGAV
Destinations are based in St.
Louis means that they appreciate the value of Union Station’s
history and its importance to
our community.”
“St. Louis Union Station
is being re-created for the
future. We’ve received a great
reception to the first phase of
our project remaking the hotel
Continued on page 6
GroupTour.com
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Rendering: Courtesy of PGAV Destinations

«

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft (HCCC) in Houston, Texas, is presenting “Light
Charmer: Neon and Plasma in
Action,” on view from Feb. 9
through May 13, 2018. “Light
Charmer” is a group show
featuring artists who create
a spectacle of light, color,
and movement through neon
and plasma sculpture and
performance. Viewers will be
enchanted by the variety of
glowing artworks on display.
While the advertising world
has largely abandoned neon
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Exclusive small group
garden tours are featured
for 2018
Creating tours for flower
and garden lovers alike since
1998, Donna Dawson is presenting four garden tours this
year sure to please any group.
The first tour takes groups
through Spain’s ancient palace
gardens.
From March 13–22, groups
can visit Granada, Cordoba,
Sevilla and Barcelona. The
second tour is the China
Peony Festival Garden Tour,
from April 12–25. On this tour,
groups can check out cherry
and peach trees, and peonies
in full bloom. This tour travels
from Beijing to Shanghai and
includes delightful walks and
afternoon tea.
The third tour is the Chelsea

Photo: Houston Center for Contemporary Craft

Flower Show & Gardens Tour,
where groups will be treated to
a variety of luscious, inspirational gardens and a Michelinstarred lunch in Chelsea,
London, from May 22–30. The
fourth and final tour is the Belgium Gardens & Fleuramour
Flower Show Tour from Sept.
23–Oct. 2 in Belgium. This
tour transforms a magnificent
castle, courtyard and church
into a flower wonderland. The
tour also includes walking
tours in Brussels, Antwerp and
Bruges.
gardeningtours.com

USS Hornet Museum
receives face-lift,
courtesy of AkzoNobel

«

Houston Center for
Contemporary Arts
presents ‘Light Charmer’

signage in favor of LEDs and
fluorescent lighting, many
contemporary artists have embraced the dynamic mediums
of neon and plasma, challenging common misconceptions
that these materials are only
suitable for two-dimensional art.
“In recent years, there has
been a renewed interest in
the aesthetic of neon art and
signage,” said Kathryn Hall,
HCCC curator. “However, few
people realize the level of
hand skill and scientific knowledge that it requires. Through
experimentation with blownglass forms, unique gas compositions, and the interplay of
light and sound, these artists
demonstrate new and exciting
potential for a material that has
been in a state of commercial
decline.”
713-529-4848
crafthouston.org

«

spaces and the Grand Hall
and we know the opening of
the St. Louis Aquarium and
wheel in 2019 will make Union
Station a true destination hotel
and entertainment complex.”
The 120,000-square-foot
St. Louis Aquarium will feature
one-of-a-kind exhibits and
tanks with 1.3 million gallons
of water, housing thousands of
aquatic animals from rivers and
oceans across the globe. The
construction of this project will
also create 500 jobs and once
operational, it will bring more
than 100 permanent jobs to the
downtown St. Louis area.
800-916-8938
explorestlouis.com

Photo: Donna Dawson

AkzoNobel, a paints, coatings and chemicals company,
is working with the USS Hornet
Sea, Air & Space Museum to
make the ship look as good
as it did when it was commissioned in 1943. The company
donated more than 1,600
gallons of military-grade International Marine Coatings to
repaint the 873-foot vessel.
Decommissioned in 1970,
the USS Hornet was named a
National Historic Landmark in
1991 and converted into the
USS Hornet Sea, Air & Space
Museum in 1998. It is docked
at Old Alameda Point in Alameda, California.

news & notes

“Our mission is to honor the
legacy of the USS Hornet by
connecting the greatest gen-

eration of Americans, who built
and served aboard this ship,
with future generations,” said

Universal Orlando shares
behind-the-scenes look at
new attraction

«

Photo: PRNewsFoto/AkzoNobel

Mike McCarron, executive director of the USS Hornet Sea,
Air & Space Museum. “We
host more than 80,000 visitors
at the museum each year. We
are grateful to AkzoNobel for
its donation because it helps
us to bring our visitors back
in time, by giving them the opportunity to see what the Hornet looked like in its prime.”
Painting is expected to
conclude during the first half
of 2018, and the USS Hornet
Sea, Air & Space Museum
will remain open to the public
throughout the project.
Groups save on general
admission and can reserve a
private docent tour, a ride on
the flight simulator and lunch
in the officers’ wardroom.
510-521-8448
uss-hornet.org

Planned to open this spring,
Universal Orlando’s newest
attraction, Fast & Furious
— Supercharged, will bring
one of the most popular film
franchises to life.
Fast & Furious is a global
phenomenon and one of the
highest-grossing film franchises of all time. Millions
of people from all over the
world have been captivated
by the action-packed storylines, distinct characters and
high-speed cars. Groups will
have the chance to actually
live the excitement they’ve
seen on the big screen in a
high-octane ride experience
where they will become part
Continued on page 8
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«
Rendering: © 2017 Universal Orlando Resort

of the Fast & Furious team.
Fast & Furious – Supercharged will be the only place
where groups can see — and
even take photos with — 15
supercharged Fast & Furious
cars — many of them driven by
some of their favorite Fast &
Furious family members. Each
vehicle, including Dom’s iconic
Dodge Charger and Letty’s
Turbo Truck, has been crafted
by Dennis McCarthy, the man
behind the cars for the films.
407-224-4233
universalorlando.com

Institute of Contemporary
Art, Miami opens new
building

«

Opened last December, the
Institute of Contemporary Art,
Miami’s (ICA Miami) new permanent home is now located
in Miami’s Design District.
Artist rendering: Courtesy of
Aranguren & Gallegos Arquitectos
and Wolfberg Alvarez & Partners
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The institute was previously
located in the landmark Moore
Building. The ICA Miami is
dedicated to promoting continuous experimentation in contemporary art, and to the exchange
of art and ideas throughout the
Miami region and internationally — all with public access
and year-round free admission.
The new building features over
20,000 square feet of exhibition galleries and a sculpture
garden. Reflecting the cultural
landscape of Miami, the building was designed by Aranguren
& Gallegos Arquitectos. The
15,000-square-foot sculpture garden was provided by
landscape architect Fernando
Wong.
305-901-5272
icamiami.org

Caesars Entertainment Corporation, owner of The LINQ
Promenade in Las Vegas, Nevada, announced the intended
addition of Fly LINQ, expected
to be the first and only zip line
on the Strip. Construction is
expected to begin this spring.
Developed by the team
behind the High Roller, the
world’s tallest observation
wheel, the approximately $20
million Fly LINQ will feature 10
side-by-side zip lines, capable
of simultaneously launching
all riders. The experience will
be constructed on The LINQ
Promenade, an open-air shopping, dining and entertainment

Photo: Caesars Entertainment

district situated at the heart of
the Las Vegas Strip.
“Fly LINQ will further establish The LINQ Promenade as a
must-visit destination, particularly for distinctive Las Vegas
entertainment experiences,”
said Bob Morse, president of
hospitality for Caesars Entertainment Corporation. “This
new experience will join The
LINQ Promenade’s growing
number of thrilling and memorable entertainment, dining
and retail options.”
Groups are expected to
begin their ride experience by
taking an elevator designed
to provide open Strip views

from the Vortex at The LINQ
Hotel & Casino to the top
of the 122-foot-tall launch
tower. Guests will arrive on the
launch deck, where queuing
and gear-fitting will take place.
Riders can choose to ride in
either a “superman” or seated
position. From the launch
tower, the ride will continue
eastward, traveling 1,080 feet
above The LINQ Promenade.
Riders disembark near the
base of the High Roller.
caesars.com/las-vegas

Carnival Cruise Line
extends contract with
Mobile, Alabama

«

Fly LINQ coming to
Las Vegas Strip

Groups can continue to
embark on luxurious cruises
with Carnival Cruise Line from
Mobile, Alabama, through
December of 2018. Carnival
extended the contract with the
City of Mobile last year, keeping Mobile the departure port
for Carnival Fantasy. Groups
can journey to the Caribbean
and the Panama Canal when
departing from the historic port
city. Based on passenger survey results, the Carnival Fantasy
ranked No. 1 in friendliness
and hospitality within the Carnival ship fleet. On a regular day,
5,200 passengers disembark
and embark the ship in Mobile.
“We are excited and proud
that Carnival Cruise Line has
extended their contract for
another year with Mobile — it
shows their commitment to our
city and to over 190,000 cruisers choosing Mobile as their
port of preference,” said David
Clark, president and CEO of Visit
Mobile. “Carnival Cruise Line
has 10 brands and accounts for
almost 50 percent of the global
cruise market. We are excited to
continue celebrating the Carnival
Fantasy cruising from Mobile.”
Cruisers have noticed a
growth in Mobile with over a

news & notes
Albert Paley national
exhibit now in Boynton
Beach

«
Photo: Visit Mobile

dozen new shops, restaurants
and entertainment options to
enjoy before and after their
Carnival trips. Partnering with
local hotels offering Park and
Cruise Packages, Visit Mobile
implemented Very Important

Cruiser (VIC), a program
including welcome packets
for hotel guests staying on the
package, and additional discounts to nearly 20 attractions
throughout Mobile.
mobile.org/cruise

Collette brings together tours to all
7 continents, a specialized groups
department, and a 98% customer
approval rating. All this adds up to a
track record that you can count on.

One of the world’s most
well-known metal sculptors, Albert Paley, has created a new
outdoor exhibit called “Albert
on the Avenue” in Boynton
Beach, Florida. The national
exhibit is self-guided, and
takes visitors about 30 to 45
minutes to walk through. Located in the city’s cultural district
along Ocean Avenue, “Albert
on the Avenue” consists of six
large sculptures, weighing in
at 17 tons. A vibrant, iconic
sculpture Cavalcade soars
to 40 feet in the air, making
it the tallest public art in the
Palm Beaches. Cavalcade is a
permanent structure, and the
five additional sculptures are

available for purchase and on
display until Sept. 30.
561-742-6000
thepalmbeaches.com

Photo: Charlie Crawford

TOP REASONS TO PARTNER WITH COLLETTE:
· Revolutionary travel protection plan "cancel for any
reason” and receive money back, not vouchers
· Risk-free group reservations - deposits not required
and no minimum group size
· Earn top commission and comps on land and air

· Expert Tour Managers - Collette’s tour managers
are the best trained and most experienced in
the industry
· Free personalized marketing materials including
your own web page

BOOK YOUR GROUP TODAY!
Call 800.762.5345 or contact your local Business Development Manager.
CST#2006766-20 UBN#601220855 Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2003-0279
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GroupTour.com

9

COLOR
BURSTING
WITH

DIG IN TO

BLOOMING
GARDENS

ACROSS THE
SOUTHEAST
AND WEST

By Cortney Erndt and Kelsey Smith

«

Advocates of the plant kingdom, gardens combine the
best of art and nature. Garden tours not only give groups a
chance to unwind, but also to unveil the learning botanists
and horticulturalists in all of us.
At the following six oases, new discoveries await among
foliage ranging from cherry blossoms to cacti and wildlife
ranging from exotic butterflies to rare hummingbirds.
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Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, Fla.
Photo: Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS
Sarasota, Florida

An urban oasis preserving a collection of rare and elegant tropical
plants, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens is a global leader in the study and
conservation of plants. The site was originally the home of William and
Marie Selby, who wanted it to be an escape from the busyness of the dayto-day grind. Today, groups can browse through nearly 15 acres with 12
buildings, seven being greenhouses, that overlook the Sarasota Bay.
“For groups visiting who are not familiar with tropical plants, a tour
will introduce these different plants and share why they’re important in
our area,” said Mischa Kirby, director of marketing and communications
at the gardens. “We have bananas and pineapples growing along with
many other tropical plants. The shade of the nearly 100-year-old banyan
tree grove is especially popular.”
Groups can take a guided tour of three key areas: the glass house conservatory, the bayfront grounds and the Museum of Botany & the Arts.
Groups may also encounter the vibrant Butterfly Garden, a popular stop
among visitors.
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
941-366-5731
selby.org

LONGUE VUE HOUSE AND GARDENS
New Orleans, Louisiana

The historic estate boasts 8 acres of scenic gardens, a world-class house museum and an interactive Discovery Garden. Philanthropists Edgar and Edith
Stern created Longue Vue House and Gardens from 1935–1942. The Sterns
envisioned Longue Vue as a place for beauty, education and community.
“We hope that Longue Vue allows visitors to enjoy its beauty, but also
to learn something new about themselves through exploration of the site and the Stern legacy,” said Marguerite Andrews,
director of marketing and communications at Longue Vue. “It is
our goal that they walk away refreshed and inspired.”
Longue Vue’s gardens hold a significant place in horticulture
design history in the United States, all thanks to Ellen Biddle
Shipman, “the dean of American women landscape architects.”
“Groups tend to be interested and energetic about their topic
of choice and we love it when groups are excited to be here and
take advantage of all that there is to learn,” Andrews said.
Group rates are offered for 20 or more guests, and tours
must be booked at least two weeks in advance.
Longue Vue House and Gardens,
New Orleans, La.
Photo: Greer Gattuso

Longue Vue House and Gardens
504-293-4701
longuevue.com/tour

Continued on page 12

GroupTour.com
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MAGNOLIA PLANTATION
AND GARDENS
Charleston, South Carolina

Founded in 1676, Magnolia Plantation and Gardens has
witnessed centuries of rich American history. It’s the oldest
Magnolia Plantation and Gardens,
public tourist site in the South Carolina Lowcountry.
Charleston, S.C.
Photo: Magnolia Plantation
“I love to see the look of wonder and delight on the faces
and Gardens
of our visitors when they see the beautiful moss-laden
trees and the wonderful vistas at Magnolia,” said Sharon
Newton, group sales manager at Magnolia Plantation and
Gardens.
Groups can choose up to five different tours of the plantation and gardens,
with one being self-guided. Both the tram and house tours are the most popular among adult groups, Newton said. Group rates are offered for 15 or more
visitors.
When meandering through the gardens, groups will encounter camellias,
daffodils, azaleas and other varieties of seasonal flowers.
“Magnolia is a ‘romantic garden’, which was designed to look as if Mother
Nature designed it, not man,” Newton said. “We hope our guests feel a sense of
history here, as if they had stepped back in time — our garden opened to the
public in the 1870s.”
Magnolia Plantation and Gardens
843-571-1266
magnoliaplantation.com

MENDOCINO COAST
BOTANICAL GARDENS
Fort Bragg, California

More than 160 species of birds can be spotted at Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, where 47 acres of botanical bliss front the Pacific Ocean. And
thanks to a mild marine climate, tours focus on blooms year-round.
Tours reveal the history of the land, as well as the gardens’ wildlife. Organizers also can coordinate group Mushroom Walks in winter; Rhododendron
Walks in spring and early summer; Natural History & Collections Walks in
spring through fall; and bird watching with the Mendocino Coast Audubon
Society year-round.
“The gardens’ organic demonstration vegetable garden is probably my
favorite spot to visit any time of year,” said Roxanne Perkins, marketing coordinator at Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens. “There is always something
blooming and something delicious brewing below ground. It is especially fun
to visit at around noon each Monday and Friday, when staff and volunteers
are cleaning up the fresh produce we harvest twice weekly to donate to Fort
Bragg Food Bank. We donate between 5,000 and 7,000 pounds per year.”
Discounts are available for groups of 12 or more. Docent-led tours must be
reserved at least two weeks in advance.
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens
707-964-4352, ext. 16
gardenbythesea.org
12
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Perennial garden,
Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens,
Fort Bragg, Calif.
Photo: Mendocino Coast
Botanical Gardens

SPRINGS PRESERVE
Las Vegas, Nevada

The 8 lush acres of the Springs Preserve’s Botanical Garden are filled with
native and desert-adapted plants that may cause visitors to reconsider their interpretation of desert landscaping. It’s also home to a seasonal butterfly habitat
and a full-size, internationally awarded solar home exhibit called DesertSol.
“Springs Preserve has so much to offer that a guided tour is really the way
to go for an in-depth experience, especially in the Botanical Garden,” said
Dawn Barraclough, public relations representative at Springs Preserve.
Tours of the Botanical Garden are led by desert gardening experts — a
master gardener or a member of horticultural staff. Groups learn how to
design sustainable landscapes for their homes and extend living space into
the outdoors.
“The Botanical Garden is a living representation of how resource awareness and conservation can be beautiful and functional,” Barraclough said.
“With thought to design and environment, sustainable landscapes can be
created where we can experience a new way of living in harmony with our
natural environment.”

Painted lady butterfly,
Springs Preserve,
Las Vegas, Nev.
Photo: Springs Preserve

Springs Preserve
702-822-7700
springspreserve.org

PORTLAND JAPANESE GARDEN
Portland, Oregon

Celebrated as one of the most authentic Japanese gardens outside of Japan,
the Portland Japanese Garden unveiled its $33.5 million Cultural Crossing
expansion last year.
“Built upon the organization’s celebrated legacy, this step forward honors the beauty and tranquility of the five traditional gardens,” said Erica
Heartquist, communication specialist at Portland Japanese Garden. “This
makes room to welcome the hundreds of thousands of guests from around
the world who flock to the garden to experience the essence of nature and
spirit of peace.”
The centerpiece of the expansion is a Cultural Village, which offers visitors
an immersive experience in traditional Japanese arts through activities, performances and demonstrations.
Led by volunteer guides, private tours walk groups
through five different styles of Japanese gardens, spanning more than 800 years of history and landscape
design.
Antique gate and Douglas firs,
Portland Japanese Garden, Portland, Ore.
The garden does not have motorcoach parking; groups
Photo: Roman Johnston
are advised to contact Explore Washington Park to plan an
alternative unloading and parking site.
Tour reservations must be made at least three weeks in advance and are available for groups between 10 and 30 people. n
Portland Japanese Garden
503-223-1321
japanesegarden.org
GroupTour.com
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ALABAMA
MOBILE

Mobile has a certain magic that keeps groups on their toes
— where a melting pot of people, flavors, cultures and traditions
become one voice to lead all of life’s celebrations. Groups can
join the fun and enjoy every day they spend in Mobile with an
enduring passion.
“Mobile is the vibrant, cultural center of the Gulf Coast,”
said Patty Kieffer, director of leisure sales for Visit Mobile.
“From museums and historic homes to unique live music
venues and locally owned restaurants, our 300-year-old city is
a great destination for groups looking for authentic and diverse
experiences.”
Visit Mobile shared these four stops for groups to get a taste
of Mobile’s arts and culture.
Visit Mobile
251-208-2000
mobile.org

EXPLORE

Groups will find Mobile
at its best when taking to
the streets. Every second
Friday of the month,
Dauphin Street turns in
to an art lover’s paradise
with the Lower Dauphin
Arts District (LoDa) Art
Walk. Art galleries, street
artists, performers and local
restaurants throw open their
doors as thousands, drinks in
hand, stroll from one end of
Dauphin to the other.
LoDa Art Walk
251-208-1550

Photos: Visit Mobile
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DO

VIEW

SEE

The Mobile-Tensaw River
Delta and Mobile Bay are
one of the most biodiverse
systems in the world.
WildNative Tours offers
guided tours on a sightseeing
boat (up to 39 passengers)
or individual kayak and
canoe trips. Stop off for
a waterfront lunch, enjoy
scenic views of the area and
try some just-caught, locally
sourced seafood.

Enjoy 65 acres of yearround floral pageantry in
a classic Southern estate
garden. Bellingrath
Gardens and Home features
blooms and beauty every
day of the year, with garden
tours and historic home
tours offered year-round for
groups. Azalea Bloom Out,
Cascading Chrysanthemums
and Magic Christmas in
Lights are not-to-miss events.

Many groups may not
know this, but Mobile is
the birthplace of America’s
original Mardi Gras. Mardi
Gras originated in 1703 right
in the port city. Mobile marks
the occasion with parades,
colorful floats and flying
moon pies. Elaborate floats,
mounted police and marching
bands wind through Mobile,
entertaining nearly a million
revelers each year.

WildNative Tours
251-272-4088
wildnativetours.com

Bellingrath Gardens
and Home
251-973-2217
bellingrath.org

Mobile Area Mardi Gras
Association
251-432-3050
mamga.org

ALABAMA

Meet Alabama’s makers at
Birmingham Museum of Art
Celebrating Alabama’s statehood,
“The Original Makers: Folk Art from
the Cargo Collection” exhibit features
extraordinary paintings, drawings,
quilts, functional objects and sculptures
representing Alabama artists, in conjunction with the Alabama Bicentennial.

Cate Boehm, director of marketing and
communications at the Birmingham
Museum of Art. “Their work has documented many Southern ways of life, in
all their variety. We hope groups leave
the museum with a greater appreciation
for these artists and a better understanding of their own potential as makers.”
Groups can expect to see a variety of
quilts made from the mid-1800s to the
late 1900s, including traditional patterns, story quilts and a quilt made by
The Freedom Quilting Bee.
“In addition to Alabama quilters,
other artists in the exhibition include
Mose Tolliver, Jimmy Lee Sudduth,
Sybil Gibson, Fred Webster, Charlie
Lucas, Rev. B. F. Perkins, Leroy Almon,
Ralph Griffin, Bessie Harvey, Herbert
Singleton, Chuckie Williams, Shields

Landon Jones and many others,” Boehm
said. “Some artists in the exhibition will
have recognizable names, while others you will have never heard of — and
that’s the point. This exhibition celebrates the rich history of making in the
state of Alabama, and will illustrate the
range in which these artists create.”
Groups should book their visits
to the museum at least two weeks in
advance, and motorcoach parking is
available nearby, with a drop-off area
located in front of the museum. n
Birmingham Museum of Art
205-254-2571
artsbma.org

Untitled, Birmingham Museum of Art, Birmingham, Ala.
Photo: Birmingham Museum of Art

On display at the Birmingham Museum of Art June 16 through Dec. 30,
the exhibit explores the inspiration from
these Southern artists, including music,
patriotism, work, nature, daily life, and
faith and religion.
“As a new generation of Southern
makers explores the joy of creating,
the museum seeks to recognize and
celebrate the makers who have lived in
our midst, inspired by their life experiences, their faith, their communities
and the landscape around them,” said

Showcase
Our State

®

ALABAMA200
It’s Alabama’s 200th birthday. The perfect time to celebrate our
state and create memorable adventures highlighting activities and
events from the Shoals to the shores. Visit Alabama200.org for
all the exciting information and start planning your tours today.

#AL200 #ALABAMA200
Baptism of Christ, Birmingham Museum of Art,
Birmingham, Ala. Photo: Birmingham Museum of Art

Reader Service Card #172
GroupTour.com
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Charming history meets beauty
at Bellingrath Gardens and Home
Opened in 1932, Bellingrath Gardens
and Home shares a wealth of blooms,
history and beauty in Theodore.
“We believe our history makes our
gardens truly special,” said Sally Ericson, director of marketing and public
relations at Bellingrath. “The gardens
first opened to the public on April 7,
1932. The historic Bellingrath Home
was completed in 1936 and offers an intimate look at life on the Fowl River in a
now-vanished era. Bellingrath Gardens
and Home is also different from other

public gardens because of our balmy
Gulf Coast climate — we’re able to offer
lush blooms and beautiful plantings
year-round.”
Sitting on 65 acres, the iconic Southern estate garden is the creation of Walter and Bessie Bellingrath. The couple
played a strong role in the community of
Mobile, Alabama, during the economic
depression, by purchasing flowers and
crafts from local businesses for the gardens, and helping others in need.
Today, groups can tour the gardens

and experience a slice of the Bellingraths’ life in the nearly 11,000-squarefoot home.
“We always get compliments on our
award-winning Rose Garden, which
is the first garden on the tour,” Ericson
said. “Our guests also especially enjoy
the guided tours of the Bellingrath
Home, which is filled with the Bellingraths’ original furniture and collections. There is always something blooming at Bellingrath Gardens. In winter,
come see over 400 varieties of camellias,
Alabama’s state flower. In spring, the
gardens are filled with 250,000 gorgeous
azalea blooms. Summer is all about
roses, hydrangeas and exotic tropicals.
You absolutely don’t want to miss our
spectacular Fall Outdoor Cascading
Chrysanthemums gracing the gardens
each November. At Bellingrath, all seasons are simply beautiful.”
Tour reservations must be made at
least eight days in advance and discounted rates are offered for groups of
20 or more. Groups can select tours with
lunch options. Ample motorcoach parking is available. n
Bellingrath Gardens and Home
251-973-2217
bellingrath.org

Photos: Bellingrath Gardens and Home
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SMRCM!
Bay City Tours

Carnival Fantasy

Gulf Coast Tours

Shopping, Restaurants
and Nightlife

Mardi Gras

Historic Home Tours

...AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
---|﹐﹐

|﹒﹒

EXPERIENCE MOBILE’S
RENAISSANCE HOTELS.
Come experience history, legendary
hospitality, world-class attractions, a
thriving entertainment district, fresh
seafood and affordable lodging options
at Mobile’s two Renaissance hotels: the
historic Battle House Renaissance Hotel
& Spa and the modern Renaissance
Riverview Plaza Hotel.
The Renaissance Hotels of Mobile
boast 612 rooms, spectacular views
of Mobile Bay and are walkable to
downtown attractions. For more insights,
visit us online or call 251.415.3086.

I-10 to Exit 15A

20 Miles SW of Mobile, Alabama

Group Tour Oﬃce 800.247.8420 x163
12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road • Theodore, AL
bellingrath.org • 251.973.2217
RENAISSANCE MOBILE RIVERVIEW PLAZA HOTEL
t: 251.438.4000 renaissanceriverview.com
THE BATTLE HOUSE
RENAISSANCE MOBILE HOTEL & SPA
t: 251.338.2000 renaissancebattlehouse.com

Reader Service Card #121
GroupTour.com
PCH3078BH_RVP_GroupTourMedia.indd 1

9/27/17 1:56 PM
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ARKANSAS
ROGERS

Welcome to Rogers, where trendy new shops and
restaurants live alongside gorgeous natural scenery, well-worn
trails and historic sites. One of the fastest-growing places in the
nation is also evolving into a top tour destination, as the heart
and soul of small-town America are alive and well.
“Rogers and northwest Arkansas offer groups of all kinds
a destination like no other,” said Kelly Parker, sports & tourism
marketing manager at Visit Rogers. “You will discover one-of-akind attractions and activities amid history, heritage, shopping
and dining. From nostalgic brick-lined streets to the latest dining
and entertainment, great tours are possible in Rogers and
northwest Arkansas.”
Visit Rogers shared the following stops for groups to explore
the city’s historic charm and arts scene.
Visit Rogers
800-364-1240
visitrogersarkansas.com

TOUR

As Arkansas’ only working
grist mill, explore the grounds
of War Eagle Mill with a
guided tour, taking groups
back in time to learn the
history of the mill. Get a fixing
of Southern-style biscuits at
the Bean Palace Café, test
the group’s cooking skills
with a pie demonstration,
shop the local merchandise
and even try fishing in the
War Eagle Creek.
War Eagle Mill
866-492-7324
wareaglemill.com

SHOP

Stroll the bricks in the
quaint downtown of Rogers.
Learn how to prepare a new
dish at Honeycomb Kitchen
Shop, relive childhood
memories at Daisy Airgun
Museum, experience a
local performance at the
historic Arkansas Public
Theatre, shop until groups
drop at local boutiques and
antique stores, and gather the
group’s strength back at one
of 16 local restaurants.
Main Street Rogers
479-936-5487
mainstreetrogers.com/shop

DO

With over 12,000 acres,
the possibilities are endless
at Hobbs State ParkConservation Area. Groups
can build a telescope, see
eagles during a sunset
pontoon cruise on Beaver
Lake, explore a pre-Civil War
trail with a guided tour, make
a birdhouse with a local
craftsman, take a kayaking
class or even sit through a
gardening class.
Hobbs State ParkConservation Area
479-789-5000
arkansasstateparks.com

SEE

Meet local artist and
award-winning potter Jim
Young at The Gathering in
Rogers, a space created
for artists to come together.
Just down the street, groups
can visit an award-winning
photographer’s space at Ed
Cooley Gallery, geared
toward the artist’s love of
nature. Tour First United
Methodist Church’s stainedglass window collection
featuring over 16 windows.
Ed Cooley Gallery
479-936-5851
edcooleygallery.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Visit Rogers, Arkansas Department of Parks & Tourism, Visit Rogers, Hobbs State Park-Conversation Area, Visit Rogers
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Unwind at the
Botanical Garden
of the Ozarks
Created by a passionate, dedicated
community, the Botanical Garden of
the Ozarks started with a grassroots
effort and explores Northwest Arkansas’ natural environment.
“Our 12 themed gardens are
designed to provide inspiration and
ideas for our guests, featuring plants
that can thrive in the Northwest Arkansas environment,” said Liz Atwell,
communications coordinator at the
Botanical Garden of the Ozarks. “The
garden is also home to the state’s only
butterfly house, where visitors can
observe all stages of a butterfly’s life
cycle. Our garden may not be the biggest or oldest garden, but that is one
reason why people love it. The garden

is digestible and inspirational because
it is broken into these 12 smaller
gardens.”
Group tours of the Fayettevillebased garden include a brief history,
special features in each of the 12
gardens and the butterfly house. The
5-acre garden allows groups to learn
about birdwatching, wildlife and a variety of plants, including Ozark native
plants and invasive species.
“With 12 unique gardens, every
individual has their own favorite spot,”
said Roslyn Imrie, education coordinator at the garden. “This is something that makes a tour at the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks so enjoyable
for a group — there is something for
everyone.”
Both guided and self-guided tours
should be booked at least two weeks
in advance, motorcoach parking is
located nearby and customized tour
options are offered for groups.

“On a group tour, we are able to
reach many people at once,” Imrie
said. “We love seeing groups ask questions and get inspired to become more
involved in gardening in their communities.”
Guided tours typically last 45 minutes to an hour, whereas self-guided
tours can be completed within 20-30
minutes. Special rates start at groups
with 15 or more visitors.
“We want our groups to leave
with a smile on their face, joy in their
hearts and new knowledge in their
minds,” Imrie said. “In this fast-paced
world we live in, it is important to stop
and smell the roses.” n
Botanical Garden of the Ozarks
479-750-2620
bgozarks.org

Voted
“Best Free Attraction
in Arkansas”
by Reader’s Digest

G
SINCE 1817

Our history ain’t the only
thing that’s colorful...

AN UNEXPECTED UNION OF INTERNATIONAL ART
& LIVING HISTORY. ONLY EXPERIENCED ON THE
HISTORIC STREETS OF DOWNTOWN FORT SMITH!
EXPERIENCE
@ FORT
SMITH

@ EXPFORTSMITH

Carolyn Joyce . 800.637.1477 . Tourism@FortSmith.org

TOURFORTSMITH.COM
Reader Service Card #164

The Walmart Museum:

A Favorite of Bus Tours and Group Travelers
Tours love us! Here’s why:

FREE ADMISSION

· Interactive, easy to take in, dedicated
and knowledgeable tour guides

Open early (as early as 8 am),
closes late (no earlier than 9 pm)

· Working 5&10 shop takes visitors back in time
· Top-rated ice cream soda fountain with
real soda jerks
· Museum gallery with items that are also
in the Smithsonian

105 North Main Street, Bentonville, Arkansas
(479) 273-1329 | www.WalmartMuseum.com

· It’s all located in the birthplace of Walmart
Reader Service Card #175
GroupTour.com
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Get connected with art and nature
at the Bachman-Wilson House
A chance to tour a home designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright is a special
opportunity. In the case of the Wrightdesigned Bachman-Wilson House, the
opportunity is extra special.
That’s because the home, originally
constructed in New Jersey, is a recent
addition to a distinct attraction —
Crystal Bridges Museum of American
Art in Bentonville.
The house was moved to Crystal

Bridges after its owner, realizing the
threat of damage to the house from
flooding was great, put it on the market
and the museum purchased it in 2014.
“The Bachman-Wilson House is approximately 1,700 square feet and sits
on a highly elevated 2-acre site adjacent
to the museum’s south entrance,” said
Beth Bobbitt, public relations manager for the museum. “The house is
an important example of American

(Usonian) architecture, and it enhances
the museum experience and connects
visitors to art and nature.”
The house opened to the public
on Nov. 11, 2015. Reservations are
required for tours. Because of the size
of the home, tour capacity is limited,
Bobbitt said.
General admission tickets to the
home — and for self-guided audio
tours — are available every day but
Tuesday. Guided tours are also offered.
Groups of 10 or more should make
reservations in advance with guest
services.
Crystal Bridges’ goal is to “celebrate
the American spirit in a setting that
unites the power of art with the beauty
of nature.” Set on 120 acres of grounds,
it offers art and educational activities.
Its permanent collection spans five centuries of American masterworks from
the Colonial era to the current time.
Motorcoach parking is available
nearby at no charge. n
Bachman-Wilson House Tour
479-418-5746
crystalbridges.org/frank-lloyd-wright

Photos: Nancy Nolan Photography
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SPONSORED CONTENT

Eureka
Springs
A R K A N S A S

Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge

Atop the Ozark Mountains on 459 acres and home
to a variety of exotic and native animals, TCWR is one of
the most beloved Big Cat sanctuaries in North America.
Providing compassionate care and lifetime refuge to
victims of the exotic animal trade, this nonprofit is an Arkansas “Top 10 Attraction” and one of the most popular
in Eureka Springs.
239 Turpentine Creek Lane
Eureka Springs, Arkansas 72632
(479) 253-5841
www.TurpentineCreek.org

«
signature hospitality. We’re glad
you’re here and will make sure
your visit is memorable for years
to come.
Let’s start working on your
itinerary today! Give a call or visit
the website to begin making your
memories in Eureka Springs, Arkansas…The Extraordinary Escape!
(866) 947-4387
eurekasprings.org

Cosmic Cavern

Cosmic Cavern is Arkansas’
largest private showcave. Guided tours take 1.25 hours and
feature massive formations and
two bottomless cave lakes.
The one-third mile tour is not
overly strenuous and the guides
take their time to make the trip
enjoyable. Always 64 degrees.
Located on Hwy 21 between
Eureka Springs and Branson.

6386 NWY 21 N
Berryville, Arkansas 72616
(870) 749-2298
cosmiccavern.com

«

Exciting group trips are made
in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Here
you will find a refreshing alternative
to traffic congestion and other difficulties often encountered in larger
destinations.
Eureka Springs is nestled in
the Ozark Mountains. No matter
where you’re coming from, you will
feel like you’re in another world
with natural surroundings and
splendid scenery.
Outstanding shopping and
dining opportunities and the many
attractions we offer will generate
extra interest and excitement to
increase your sales. Few places
in mid-America will welcome your
group like Eureka Springs does.
With more than 3,000 lodging
rooms we offer top-notch quality
without the big city costs. Historic
hotels, charming bed and breakfasts, trusted name brand properties and nostalgic “Mom and Pop”
motels offer the space and price
points you require.
No matter your group size or
requirements, Eureka Springs has
everything to offer topped with our
laid-back relaxing atmosphere and

«

«

NEXT
STOP

The Great Passion Play

The Great Passion Play takes you back 2,000 years to
“The Greatest Story Ever Told.” The Play is an hour-andforty-five minute reenactment of the last week of the life of
Jesus Christ. Staged in a 4,000-seat outdoor amphitheater, the multi-level set, special lighting and sound effects,
live animals and a cast of 170 Biblically costumed actors
come together to create a thrilling epic drama.

935 Passion Play Rd.
Eureka Springs, Arkansas 72632
(800) 882-PLAY (7529)
greatpassionplay.com

Reader Service Card #165
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FLORIDA
JACKSONVILLE

Ranked as one of the nation’s most value-friendly travel
destinations, Jacksonville — Florida’s youngest city — is home
to 22 miles of relaxing beaches, unforgettable eco-adventures,
world-class public art, a thriving craft beer culture, exciting
attractions and the best dining scene in the region.
“Allow me to customize an exciting yet cost-effective itinerary
packed with local experiences for you,” said Lorrie Allen, national
account manager at Visit Jacksonville. “With a great airport, and
located at the intersection of I-10 and I-95, getting to Jacksonville
as part of an organized group tour is an easy task.”
Visit Jacksonville
800-733-2668
visitjacksonville.com

SEE

Visit the Timucuan
Ecological & Historic
Preserve, where groups
can enjoy views of the nearly
46,000 acres of wetlands,
waterways and wildlife. This
national park has historical
sites like the Fort Caroline
National Memorial and the
Kingsley Plantation, offering
guided group tours and
nature outings. Be sure that
groups bring their cameras.
Timucuan Ecological
& Historic Preserve
904-641-7155
nps.gov/timu/index.htm

DO

EXPLORE

Downtown’s Sweet
Pete’s is the sweetest spot
for a group candymaking
class. This three-story
modern-day Willy Wonka
Factory offers guided tours of
the factory floor, specialized
candy classes and delicious
locally made sweets. Do
not miss the famous sea
salt caramels, and be sure
groups make their own
personalized chocolate bar
before leaving.

Enjoy a relaxing sunset
boat tour with the St.
Johns River Taxi through
downtown Jacksonville’s
riverbanks, while discovering
city sights and its historic
neighborhoods from the
water. Listen to live music
by local musicians, enjoy
a guided nature talk and
delight in the wildlife that
can only be found along the
St. Johns River in downtown
Jacksonville.

Jacksonville is filled with
rich Florida history, and
groups can learn about its
exciting heritage during a
Top to Bottom Walking
Tour downtown or by taking
a guided architecture bike
tour of the city’s centuryold historic neighborhoods.
Guided tours are the best
way to discover the secrets
of Jacksonville, and they
both welcome groups of 50
or more.

Sweet Pete’s
904-376-7161
sweetpetescandy.com

St. Johns River Taxi
904-860-8294
jaxrivertaxi.com

Top to Bottom Walking Tour
904-827-1845
downtownjacksonville.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Visit Jacksonville, Visit Jacksonville, Sweet Pete’s, Visit Jacksonville, Visit Jacksonville
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florida

See alligators
and other
wonders on
Boggy Creek
Airboat Rides
An alligators and Everglades experience in Florida? Boggy Creek Airboat
Rides, the original airboat company in
Kissimmee, whisks adventurers right
into the Orlando swamps at the headwaters of the Florida Everglades and
through the wetlands to see alligators,
turtles, exotic birds and other wildlife.
Since 1994, Boggy Creek Airboat
Rides has been showing off the “real Florida” — a wilderness untouched by humans — via airboats driven by a certified
U.S. Coast Guard captain. The company
hosts groups of all sizes, although larger
groups are split into smaller groups —
but everyone gets to explore the different
activity areas at the park at Boggy Creek.
And there is plenty to see and do.
“Groups experience the airboat
tour, the Native American Village and
presentation, and the gator pond,” said
Michelle Davis, director of sales and
marketing. “We also have fossil mining
for an additional cost.”
The big draws of course are the
airboat tours, zipping along at speeds up
to 45 mph into the wetlands and around
the cypress trees, and the Native American experience to see what it was like to
hunt, cook and live in the area hundreds
of years ago.
“Both of these are unique, beautiful ways to really get to know Florida,”
Davis said.
Several different airboat tours are offered, including a one-hour night expedition guaranteed to “bring visitors face
to face with nature’s nocturnal hunters,
including the alligator.”
Groups may opt to schedule a meal
during their visit at the facility’s new
Boggy Bottom BBQ restaurant. There is
plenty of seating and a menu featuring
smoked pork, chicken, beef brisket and

ribs, and picnic sides including mac ‘n’
cheese, potato salad, collard greens and
swamp cabbage.
Groups will find ample motorcoach
parking as well as shower facilities for
those groups traveling overnight. n
Boggy Creek Airboat Rides
407-279-4099
bcairboats.com

Boggy Creek Airboat ride, Kissimmee, Fla.
Photo: Boggy Creek Airboat Rides

Choose Your GROUP Experience!
Daytime, Sunset and
Night Airboat Tours
Guaranteed to see gators
on the night tour

Search for fossils and gems at
Gem Mining Station
History comes alive at our
Native American Village
with an interactive presentation

We can accommodate groups
of all sizes and customize
experiences for your groups needs
Group food packages available

407-344-9550
www.bcairboats.com

2001 E. Southport Rd.,
Kissimmee, FL 34746
Reader Service Card #155

Reader Service Card #146
GroupTour.com
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GEORGIA
MACON

Take a trip to Macon for a Southern adventure that is sure to
be good for groups’ souls. Rich history, incredible architecture
and a soulful musical heritage have branded Macon “Where
Soul Lives.”
Experience the beauty of its architecture — 6,000-plus
National Register of Historic Places structures showcase
Macon’s cultural significance.
“Macon’s rich heritage, exciting activities and soulful
surroundings make it the perfect place to satisfy the explorer in
us all,” said Steven Fulbright, director of tourism at Visit Macon.
“We have a vibe all our own. The revitalization of downtown
Macon is another story that is currently unfolding.”
Visit Macon provided these stops for groups to experience
the city’s rich heritage.
Visit Macon
478-743-1074
maconga.org

SEE

Take a soulful journey
through time, from Africa
to America at the Tubman
Museum, the largest facility
in the Southeast devoted
solely to African-American
art, history and culture. See
exhibits on Harriet Tubman,
African-American inventors,
Georgia artists and the
incredible story of William
and Ellen Craft. The exhibits
change, so there is always
something new to discover.
Tubman Museum
478-743-8544
tubmanmuseum.com

Photos: Visit Macon
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Feel like royalty when
stepping through the doors
of the Hay House, a National
Historic Landmark mansion.
Called the “Palace of the
South,” this stunning historical
structure was completed
in 1859. Magnificent detail
and luxuries far ahead of
their time make this a mustsee, as featured on A&E’s
America’s Castles.
Hay House
478-742-8155
hayhousemacon.org

EXPLORE

DO

Journey to the ancient
past to discover 17,000
years of Native American
Indian heritage just across
the Ocmulgee river at
the Ocmulgee National
Monument. Enter the
continent’s only reconstructed
earth lodge, climb to the top
of the temple mound, and
see prehistoric trenches and
the site of a colonial British
trading post.

Experience a famous
American rock band’s history
at its once-home-turnedmuseum at The Allman
Brothers Band Museum at
the Big House. Explore the
world’s largest collection of
the band’s memorabilia, sit on
the front porch where Duane
Allman and Berry Oakley
spent hours together and walk
the steps that Butch Trucks
and Jaimoe once did.

Ocmulgee National
Monument
478-752-8257, ext. 222
nps.gov/ocmu

The Allman Brothers Band
Museum at the Big House
478-741-5551
thebighousemuseum.com

georgia

Go behind closed doors
in Georgia’s ‘Hostess City’
The Savannah Tour of Homes &
Gardens marks its 83rd year in March.
That’s 83 years of showing off
private homes in the largest urban
landmark historic district in the United
States — not to mention the gardens,
resplendent with vibrant color and
redolent with the fragrances of dozens
of blooming flowers.
All proceeds from the tours are
used to meet charitable needs and to
promote local preservation. This year’s
event is held from March 22-25.
“This tour offers a rare opportunity to enter some of Savannah’s finest
private homes and admire the special
furnishings that have been treasured
by families for generations, but seldom
seen by visitors,” said Mollie White,
director. “In addition to home and
garden walking tours, visitors can enjoy
some exclusive special events as well as
some of the best food and hospitality
the South has to offer.”
Savannah’s historic district is
2.5 square miles of parks shaded by
oak trees covered in Spanish moss,
cobblestoned squares echoing with the
clip-clop of horse-drawn carriages and

restored antebellum architecture.
Each year, different homes are
featured on the tour and a variety of
special events take place, including
luncheons, seminars and themed tours
highlighting the history of the “Hostess
City of the South.”
“We pride ourselves on our Southern hospitality and the beauty of Savannah,” White said.
A discounted rate is available for
groups of 20 or more. Additionally,

tour volunteers will hop on a group’s
motorcoach to provide information
about the tour and the neighborhood
being featured. White recommends
groups interested in planning a visit
reserve their tickets as early as possible,
as events fill quickly and may have
limited seating. n
Savannah Tour of Homes & Gardens
912-234-8054
savannahtourofhomes.org

Photos: Savannah Tour of Homes & Gardens
GroupTour.com
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KENTUCKY
PADUCAH

Founded in 1827, Paducah’s Southern hospitality originates
from the confluence of the Tennessee and Ohio rivers. The
vibrant, diverse culture Paducah holds was recognized in 2013,
when the city became a designated UNESCO Creative City.
“Visitors who choose to discover Paducah through a
group tour will be stretched in mind, stretched to a new way of
seeing things because the signature experiences being offered
reposition perspectives,” said Fowler Black, sales director of
the Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau. “When the route is
different, the discovery is different, too. Group tours have the
access to that transformative Paducah road less traveled.”
The Paducah CVB shared the following stops for groups to
explore the city’s signature experiences.
Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau
270-443-8783
paducah.travel

SEE

Go behind the scenes
at The National Quilt
Museum to discover the
greatest fiber art in the world
— quilts, and not the kind
most grandmothers used to
make. Then, groups can take
their inspiration and talents
to the classroom and create
original quilt blocks on a
customizable VIP tour.
The National Quilt Museum
270-442-8856
quiltmuseum.org

TOUR

Serving as an AfricanAmerican hotel during
segregation, the Hotel
Metropolitan comes alive
through the world-famous
musicians, entertainers and
sports figures who stayed
on the second floor. Louis
Armstrong, Duke Ellington
and B.B. King were just a
few who stayed at the hotel.
Maggie Steed, the hotel’s
operator, introduces stories
of a segregated culture on a
tour and soul-food tasting.
Hotel Metropolitan
270-443-7918

Photos: Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau
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VIEW

Named the most popular
attraction in Kentucky
by TripAdvisor in 2014,
Paducah’s “Wall to Wall”
Murals project provides
testimony that public art
can transform a town and
augment its sense of place.
Groups can view over 50 lifesize murals by Robert Dafford
and the Dafford Murals Team,
while learning how the rivers
shaped Paducah’s culture.
Paducah “Wall to Wall”
Murals
270-519-1321
paducahwalltowall.com

DO

Prepare to be amazed
at the significant influence
Paducah had on the
outcome of the Civil War at
the Lloyd Tilghman House
& Civil War Museum.
Groups can hear stories
of western Kentucky’s role
during the war at the 1852
Greek Revival home on a
guided tour with a retired Air
Force colonel.
Lloyd Tilghman House
& Civil War Museum
270-575-5477

kentucky

Yew Dell Botanical Gardens
embraces the old and new
Originally the gardens, home and
nursery of the late Theodore Klein and
his family, Yew Dell Botanical Gardens
in Crestwood shares a historical site
populated with over 12,000 colorful
plants in its collections. Klein worked
on preserving and developing gardens
featuring a wide range of styles, including a traditional English walled garden
and a Serpentine Garden.
Sitting on 30 acres, Yew Dell
features a transformed farmland with
classic stone structures intertwined
with hiking trails, a variety of gardens,
nurseries, an arboretum and greenhouse terrace garden.
“They (groups) can expect to see
awesome plant collections that gardeners and non-gardeners alike can
appreciate, within a charming property
with an interesting history,” said Jackie
Gulbe, marketing & events director
for the gardens. “There is old and new
architecture that is artfully blended
to complement the character of each

Photos: Yew Dell Botanical Gardens

structure. Because of the scale of Yew
Dell, people enjoy getting ideas for
things they can do at home, even if
they aren’t experienced gardeners.”
Yew Dell is on the National Register
of Historic Places, and is also a preservation partner project of The Garden
Conservancy — a national nonprofit
focused on saving the country’s gardens. Yew Dell’s signature collections
include European beech, redbud,
hydrangea, Lenten rose, magnolia and
dogwood.
Yew Dell also offers a selection of
classes and events for the community,
including garden lectures, hands-on
workshops, plant walks and festivals.
“We love to tell people the story of
Yew Dell and to inspire people to get
out in their own gardens,” Gulbe said.
“We want visitors to enjoy the history
of Yew Dell, the display gardens and
cutting-edge plants, the charm of old
and character of the new architecture,
and the sense of escape that being in

the garden can bring.”
Groups should book guided tours at
least 30 days in advance, and discounted rates are offered for 10 or more visitors. Motorcoach parking is available. n
Yew Dell Botanical Gardens
502-241-4788
yewdellgardens.org
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ST. TAMMANY PARISH
Once a getaway spot for wealthy 19th-century New
Orleanians, St. Tammany Parish has grown to become a
destination with broad appeal for groups.
Nicknamed Louisiana’s Northshore for its location north of Lake
Pontchartrain, St. Tammany Parish is less than an hour’s drive from
Baton Rouge, New Orleans and the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
“Known for our eco-friendly and accessible outdoor
attractions, unique museums and a deep and delicious culinary
scene, the Northshore has become a popular getaway or huband-spoke destination,” said Tanya Leader, vice president of sales
for the St. Tammany Parish Tourist & Convention Commission.
Leader provided the following stops where groups can
explore the culture, flavor and wildlife of Louisiana’s Northshore.
St. Tammany Parish Tourist & Convention Commission
800-634-9443
louisiananorthshore.com

TOUR

Enjoy an in-depth eco-tour
of the Northshore with Cajun
Encounters. Appreciate the
flora and fauna of the Honey
Island Cypress Swamp
as groups travel back in
time with experienced
guides educating the group
about the swamp’s fragile
ecosystem, and offering
exciting encounters with
wildlife, such as alligators,
wild boar, raccoons, owls
and snakes.
Cajun Encounters
504-834-1770
cajunencounters.com

SIP

Louisiana’s oldest and
largest craft brewery and part
of the Louisiana Brewery Trail,
Abita Brewing Company
has been creating its distinct
brews and signature sodas
since 1986. Indulge in a
variety of samples after a
guided tour of the brewery,
and learn about its history,
brewing process and the
secret to its success.
Abita Brewing Company
985-893-3143
abita.com

SEE

Tour one of the largest
free-roaming wildlife
preserves in the United
States at the Global Wildlife
Center. Enjoy a 1.5-hour
guided safari wagon tour
over 900 acres of beautiful
Louisiana countryside,
complete with numerous
ponds and a lake. During the
tour, groups will come face to
face with bison, giraffe, zebra,
camels and kangaroos.
Global Wildlife Center
985-624-9453
globalwildlife.com

DO

Stroll through Passionate
Platter Cooking School
& Herb Gardens, an urban
herb garden, as groups learn
about medicinal remedies
and gardening tips. Then,
head inside and treat groups
to delicious garden-to-table
fare. Chef and owner Linda
Franzo will provide groups
with cooking demonstrations
with seasonal produce, new
cooking techniques and
scrumptious recipes.
Passionate Platter Cooking
School & Herb Gardens
985-781-4372

Top to bottom, left to right: Courtesy of LouisianaNorthshore.com, Cajun Encounters, Courtesy of LouisianaNorthshore.com, Courtesy of LouisianaNorthshore.com,
Courtesy of LouisianaNorthshore.com
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New Orleans Botanical Garden
blends history with art
Boasting over 2,000 plants from
across the globe, the New Orleans Botanical Garden shares 12 acres of cultivated
gardens and art, all dating back to 1936.
Today, the garden is located in the
New Orleans City Park, and is one of the
last remaining examples of public garden
design from the Works Progress Administration (WPA). The art deco style
reflected in the garden is influenced by
three well-known figures: architect Richard Koch, landscape architect William
Wiedorn and sculptor Enrique Alférez.
“We are one of, if the only, remaining garden part of the 1930s WPA era,”
said Amanda Frentz, assistant director
of public relations at New Orleans City
Park. “We also offer an 8,000-square-foot
sculpture garden dedicated to Enrique
Alférez, and we offer guests a view of a

Living Wall and Magic Fountain.”
Surrounded by the nation’s largest stand of mature live oaks, the New
Orleans Botanical Garden gives groups
a peaceful experience between art, flora
and gardens.
“We want them (groups) to experience something new each time they visit,”
Frentz said. “While some pieces of the
garden remain the same over time, we
know the visitor will be different each
time they visit.”
Groups can tour varieties of roses,
aquatics, native plants, ornamental trees
and perennials, and even catch live music
or a garden show during their visit.
“I believe groups will enjoy a place
where they can have shared experiences,
as well as with so many acres of beauty
to see, go off on their own for a bit,”

Undine sculpture, New Orleans Botanical Garden, New
Orleans, La. Photo: New Orleans Botanical Garden

Frentz said.
The garden is open year-round, and
two weeks’ notice is preferred for larger
groups visiting. Motorcoach parking is
located across the street of the garden. n
New Orleans Botanical Garden
504-483-9488
neworleanscitypark.com/botanicalgarden

PL AY A N D GE T AWAY ON T H E

NORTHSHORE

Visit St. Tammany Parish and bring your appetite
for great Louisiana cooking, and for living.
Come paddle the bayou, tour Honey Island
Swamp, do the Dew Drop, toast the town at
Abita Brewery or Pontchartrain Vineyards, and
sample sweets at The Candy Bank.
Less than an hour from
New Orleans,
Baton Rouge and the
Mississippi Gulf Coast.
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Houmas House
Plantation and
Gardens serves
up Southern
splendor
Alongside the Mississippi River in
Darrow, Houmas House Plantation
and Gardens is filled with extensive,
rich history, and of course, abundant
gardens and blooms.
“There are so many reasons groups
love Houmas House,” said Jesse Lambert, sales and marketing at Houmas
House Plantation and Gardens. “The
garden enthusiasts obviously love the
gardens. The history buffs love our
story — the humble beginnings of a
simple trading post becoming the largest producing sugar plantation in the
South; the tale of a succession of owners, known as sugar barons, grew this
into the grand estate it is today.”
Named “The Crown Jewel of Louisiana’s River Road,” Houmas House Plantation and Gardens transports guests
back to a time of antebellum Southern
grandeur, encouraging them to relax
and unwind.
Tours of the 16-room house and 38
acres of gardens are self-guided, and
three on-site restaurants offer breakfast,
lunch and dinner featuring handcrafted
Louisiana cuisine.
“The story of the culture, commerce

Houmas House Plantation and Gardens, Darrow, La. Photo: Houmas House Plantation and Gardens

and folklore of the Mississippi River
fascinates visitors,” Lambert said. “For
those interested in architecture and
antiques, the mansion’s imposing Greek
Revival architecture is a must-see.
“The original artwork and collection
of antiques provides a glimpse into the
lives of the wealthy plantation owners
and how they lived. The foodies love

dining in all of our three restaurants.
Louisiana cuisine with a modern twist
is offered in both casual and fine dining
settings. “We also have two vegetable
and herb gardens that supply our restaurants with seasonal items.”
During the peak seasons of spring
and fall, Lambert suggests booking
group tours a few months in advance.
“Every April and November, we undergo a color renewal, replacing 70,000
plants to offer full color all year,” Lambert said. “The biannual color renewal
providing full color year-round sets
our gardens apart from any gardens
nearby.”
A discount is offered for groups of
15 or more guests, and ample motorcoach parking is available. n
Houmas House Plantation
and Gardens
225-473-9380
houmashouse.com

Reader Service Card #167
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Louisiana Spirits blends history
and flavor on distillery tours
In Lacassine, groups can tour a
distillery while tasting award-winning
handmade spirits.
Using traditional methods and
state-of-the-art technology, Louisiana
Spirits Distillery currently produces
four spirits: Bayou Select Rum, Bayou
Satsuma Rum, Silver Bayou Rum and
Spiced Bayou Rum.
When the craft distillery opened in
2013, it joined a small group of rum
producers in the United States. By using locally grown sugarcane, Louisiana
Spirits is recapturing the state’s role as
a sugar cane rum producer. The state
is the second largest producer of sugar
cane in the country behind Florida.
“History tells us that rum was made
here,” said Trey Litel, president of Louisiana Spirits. “We thought, ‘why not

bring back this tradition, and wouldn’t
our fellow Louisianans want to purchase superior quality rums made right
here?’”
Those who are curious about how
the rum is made will enjoy taking a
tour of Louisiana Spirits. The experience begins with a video explaining
the ingredients and how they’re grown.
From there, the tour moves to the
viewing rooms, where the stills are
behind a large viewing window. The accompanying exhibits focus on the history of sugarcane and rum making. The
tours end with a tasting and chance to
browse the gift shop.
Tours are available Tuesday through
Saturday. Groups of 20 or fewer can
make reservations online for the regularly scheduled times. Larger groups

Photo: Louisiana Spirits

should contact the distillery directly to
make reservations for visits.
The parking lot can accommodate
three motorcoaches at a time. n
Bayou Rum
337-588-5800
bayourum.com

Reader Service Card #166
GroupTour.com
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Explore Coca-Cola history, gardens
and religion in Monroe
Coca-Cola was first bottled at
Biedenharn Candy Company, owned
by businessman Joseph A. Biedenharn.
Groups visiting Biedenharn Museum &
Gardens get a Coca-Cola history lesson
complete with a soda jerk who talks
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about the evolution of the Coke bottle
— but that is just the beginning.
“I don’t think there is any other
museum that features a Coca-Cola
museum, Bible museum, historic house
and beautiful gardens,” said Ralph Calhoun, executive director. “The phrase
‘something for everyone’ is overused,
but it truly applies to the Biedenharn.”
Coke Museum
Featuring Coke memorabilia, a
pre-1924 Coca-Cola Model T delivery
truck and replica soda fountain, the
Coke Museum is full of nostalgia. After
a history lesson from the soda jerk,
video and self-guided exhibits supplement the tour. Guests can even purchase a Coke in the old-fashioned glass
bottle for 5 cents.
“I think it is more fun to pay 5 cents
for a Coke than it is to get one for free,”
Calhoun said.

Elsong Gardens
Find English-walled gardens at the
back of the Biedenharn Home. Thousands of flowering plants, graceful
statues and water fountains provide a
moment of serenity for groups. Motorcoaches can park beside the museum
on Speed Street. n
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& Legends
Byway.

800.349.6287

LouisianaLegendCountry.com
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Biedenharn Home
Groups are led by a docent through
the Biedenharn family home, which
features a collection of early 20th-century decorative arts.
Bible Museum
Both extensive and educational, a
walk through the Bible Museum is not
to be missed. A director-led tour can be
arranged in advance, or groups can opt
for a self-guided experience.
“On display is a page from a
handwritten Bible dating to 1121, a
page from the Gutenberg Bible and
examples of the first and second Bibles
printed in the United States,” Calhoun
said. “And those are just four of the
over 50 works we have on display.”

Vernon Parish Tourism
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Soda jerk Mary, Coke Museum, Biedenharn Museum
& Gardens, Monroe, La. Photo: Biedenharn Museum &
Gardens

The ELsong Gardens, Biedenharn Museum & Gardens,
Monroe, La. Photo: Biedenharn Museum & Gardens

Biedenharn Museum & Gardens
318-387-5281
bmuseum.org

louisiana

Borden’s Ice
Cream Shoppe
serves scoops
of history
Find a smorgasbord of 22 flavors at
the world’s last remaining Borden’s Ice
Cream Shoppe.
Built originally in 1940 as Borden’s
Ice Cream Parlor, the Lafayette landmark is now a worldwide one. It keeps
the old-timey look and ambience with
cherry red booths, a tin ceiling and
gleaming counter.
“I feel very lucky I was chosen to
save this gem,” said Kackie Lerille, who
has owned the business for nine years.
“It’s a cool little building.”
So cool in fact that, during its
remodeling a few years ago, the locals
came in droves to clock progress and

Borden’s Ice Cream Shoppe, Lafayette, La.
Photo: Borden’s Ice Cream Shoppe

leave thank-you notes of appreciation
and good luck trinkets to help ensure
the shop’s success.
Today, groups visit Borden’s Ice
Cream Shoppe throughout the year. In
fact, Lerille said the shop averages three
coaches or more each week.
“I never would have thought in a mil-

lion years it would be this busy,” she said.
While there are no tours, there is
plenty of history and atmosphere and
lots of tempting flavors — pistachio,
coffee, cotton candy, birthday cake and
black walnut, along with staples chocolate, vanilla and strawberry. Sherbet is
offered in lime, pineapple and orange.
The signature specialty? The Gold
Brick Sundae. This luscious concoction
is a scoop of vanilla ice cream covered
in Gold Brick Topping — a gooey mélange of pecan pieces in creamy milk
chocolate. When melted, this decadent
flourish made by Ponchatoula, Louisiana-based Elmer Chocolate, hardens
on ice cream. Whipped cream and a
cherry finish off the shop’s star dessert.
Motorcoach parking is plentiful
on-site. n
Borden’s Ice Cream Shoppe
337-235-9291
bordensicecreamshoppe.com

APRIL 25-29, 2018
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Experience Festival International in the Happiest City in America.
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The Big Easy celebrates

300 years
By David Hoekman

New Orleans is hitting a
milestone birthday this year.

To celebrate 300 years, New Orleanians are doing what
they do best: sharing their remarkable city.
“New Orleans is great for groups because of our 300 years
of history and our unique blend of heritages,” said Kim Priez,
senior vice president of tourism at the New Orleans Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “Our way of life has captivated countless artists,
writers and musicians.”
Priez said New Orleans has something for every group —
nightly live jazz concerts, award-winning restaurants and plantation tours along River Road. Observe exotic flora and fauna on a
swamp/wildlife tour. Then, check out New Orleans’ rich history at
Louisiana State Museum or Historic New Orleans Collection.

On the horizon

“It really is an exciting time to visit New Orleans,” Priez
said. “The city is celebrating its 300th birthday with a year’s
worth of tricentennial activities including festivals, art displays
and museum exhibits focused on our history.”
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines will return to New Orleans
after a three-year hiatus. Sailings begin in December aboard
Vision of the Seas.
Norwegian Cruise Line announced recently it will deploy
the 4,000-passenger Norwegian Breakaway to the Port of New
Orleans beginning in November. The 1,068-foot vessel will be the
largest cruise ship in both length and passenger occupancy to
ever sail from Port NOLA.
Plus, expansion is underway at the Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport.

New Orleans classics

The French Quarter, the city’s oldest neighborhood, includes
over 100 square blocks of art, dining, shopping, entertainment
and architectural treasures. Booking a walking tour is a great
way for a group to get oriented. Guides share the city’s lore as
well as highlights like St. Louis Cathedral, Jackson Square and
Bourbon Street.
Stop at the original Café du Monde for cafe au lait and piping
hot beignets. The jazz brunch at The Court of Two Sisters in the
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French Quarter combines the city’s tastes and sounds. Eating
and listening in the restaurant’s courtyard is a quintessential New
Orleans experience.
Arrange a private group cooking demonstration at the New
Orleans School of Cooking. A chef prepares authentic New Orleans fare such as crawfish étouffée, gumbo and bread pudding
for groups. History, trivia and tall tales season the experience.
Every day is Mardi Gras at Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World.
Groups are immersed in the sequins and sparkle of the carnival’s wild costumes. Dress like a Mardi Gras float rider and
savor a slice of king cake.
French Market comprises six blocks of shops, restaurants,
cafes, a farmers market and a flea market. Don’t forget to pick
up some pralines.

More experiences

In a city where celebrations are part of life, Audubon Nature
Institute celebrates nature’s wonders. The Audubon Experience
Package includes entry into the Audubon Zoo, Audubon Aquarium
of the Americas and Audubon Butterfly Garden and Insectarium.
The National WWII Museum is in the middle of a $400 million
expansion. To help unify the 6-acre campus, the museum will
install the Bollinger Canopy of Peace. This architectural sculpture
symbolizes the hope and promise of the post-war era. This new
element to the city’s skyline is set to be completed in June.

Ready to help

Priez said the New Orleans CVB will help operators put
together a group tour — at no charge.
“We can provide sample itineraries as well assist with customizing a group’s New Orleans experience based on specific
interests,” she said. “We can also can help with sourcing group
hotel, attraction, dining and transportation bids from our hospitality
community.” n

New Orleans Convention & Visitors Bureau
504-566-5053
neworleanscvb.com

Uniting for Resilient
Destinations is this year’s
theme for Tourism Cares.
Tourism Cares for New
Orleans — a celebration
of the tricentennial and
industry volunteering is
Sept. 20–21.
It’s been 13 years since
Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans — and 15
years after the first Tourism
Cares volunteer program.
Participants will revisit
New Orleans, explore ongoing lessons and opportunities in recovery,
and celebrate its 300th
anniversary.
Tourism Cares for
South Florida — “open for
business” is May 10–11.
The philanthropic
community of the tourism
industry, Tourism Cares
events draw travel professionals who volunteer with
local partners to enhance
experiences for locals and
visitors.
Tourism Cares
tourismcares.org

Photos top to bottom:
Gumbo cooking class, New Orleans
School of Cooking, New Orleans, La.
Photo: Contiki/New Orleans CVB
Cafe au lait and beignets, Café du
Monde, New Orleans, La.
Photo: Paul Broussard/New Orleans CVB
Street musicians, New Orleans, La.
Photo: Zack Smith Photography/
New Orleans CVB

GroupTour.com
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mississippi
biloxi

Whether groups want to relax at the beach, play a few rounds
of golf, enjoy an array of outdoor activities, eat fresh Gulf seafood
or explore world-class casinos, the Mississippi Gulf Coast’s 62
miles of scenic shoreline has what they’re looking for.
“The central city of Biloxi is the perfect year-round
destination for all types of groups, due to its temperate climate
and endless list of attractions and activities available,” said
Kristen Parker, leisure group sales manager at Visit Mississippi
Gulf Coast. “There is always something new to see, do and
experience down here.”
Visit Mississippi Gulf Coast shared the following stops for
groups to experience all of what Biloxi has to offer.
Visit Mississippi Gulf Coast
228-896-6699
gulfcoast.org

SEE

Explore the world of
George E. Ohr, the “Mad
Potter of Biloxi,” and other
fascinating artists at the OhrO’Keefe Museum of Art,
which is also a must-visit for
lovers of architecture, history
and maritime landscapes.
Get hands-on with an on-site
pottery class and create a
Biloxi-made keepsake to
take home.
Ohr-O’Keefe Museum of Art
228-374-5547
georgeohr.org

DO

Discover the region’s
seafood industry and heritage
aboard the Biloxi Shrimping
Trip. This 70-minute living
marine adventure cruise
offers an insight into the
world of Mississippi coastal
sea life, and will teach groups
everything they’ve wanted
to know about catching,
cooking and eating this
Southern delicacy — and they
even can book a shrimp boil
for lunch afterward.
Biloxi Shrimping Trip
228-392-8645
biloxishrimpingtrip.com

SIP

Sample some bubbly,
handcrafted local brews at
Biloxi Brewing Company’s
Coastal Life Taproom. Take a
guided tour of the downtown
brewery, then relax and
unwind with a refreshing
selection of fine beers to
sip on. Make sure groups
pick up a six-pack or two
to take back home on the
motorcoach.
Biloxi Brewing Company
228-273-1636
biloxibrewing.com

ENJOY

Experience the buzzing
atmosphere downtown by
catching a Biloxi Shuckers
baseball game at MGM Park.
Load up on refreshments,
sip on a craft beer, munch
on some burgers and spend
an evening cheering with the
locals of Biloxi. Groups up
to 500 guests can book a
customized night at a game.
Who knows, some groups
might even catch a foul ball.
Biloxi Shuckers
228-233-3465
milb.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Ursula Noircent, Steve Beaudet, Visit Mississippi Gulf Coast, Visit Mississippi Gulf Coast, Benton Reed Photography
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Delta Blues Museum shares
an inside look into music legends
Back in the day, early blues musicians migrated to Clarksdale, where they
honed their musical craft and eventually
formed a culture.
It’s hard to say if they knew they were
creating an epicenter for the evolution
of blues. Some were born and raised in
the rural Mississippi area. Others were
drawn to it.
The blues culture lives on in this tiny
spot on the map, once a transportation
hub for highways, railways and public
transpiration. And the historic culture of
the blues still thrives. Within the walls of
the town’s original Illinois Central railroad depot is the Delta Blues Museum.
“Groups experience the opportunity to explore the roots of the blues by
learning about the men and women
who created this unique musical art
form,” said Shelley Ritter, executive

director of the museum. “Instruments,
stage wear, informative text and photographs illustrate the life of musicians
and how the blues came to the Mississippi Delta.”
When the museum opened its doors
in 1979, accolades began. It is the state’s
oldest music museum. The museum is a
partnered place with the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. It’s a Blue Star
Museum, a TripAdvisor Certificate of
Excellence winner, and it boasts its own
chapter in the best-seller, 1,000 Places to
See Before You Die.
It is also part of the Mississippi Blues
Marker Trail and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Along with significant blues-related
memorabilia — think the Muddy
Waters guitar made of a plank of wood
from Water’s childhood cabin and used

Photo: Delta Blues Museum

on tour by ZZ Top — the museum collects art portraying the blues tradition,
including works by sculptor Floyd Shaman and photographer Birney Imes.
Guided tours are offered, and discounted rates start at groups of 15 or
more. Motorcoach parking is available. n
Delta Blues Museum
662-627-6820
deltabluesmuseum.org
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missouri
st. louis

Travelers looking for cosmopolitan fun, excitement and
adventure will discover a great fit in St. Louis.
“If you haven’t been to St. Louis lately, you’ll be amazed at
all the momentum pulsing throughout the region,” said Renee
Eichelberger, director of leisure travel sales at Explore St.
Louis. “St. Louis is a vibrant community full of new and unique
experiences in music, art, entertainment, restaurants and many
other tourism offerings. The iconic Gateway Arch is a bucket
list attraction for millions around the world, which tells the
story of the nation’s westward expansion. But that’s just the
beginning, as there are many spectacular venues and sights to
see and explore.”
Explore St. Louis supplied these stops for groups to discover
the charm behind the iconic city.
Explore St. Louis
800-916-8938
explorestlouis.com

SEE

DO

A must-see in St. Louis
is the Gateway Arch, and
this monument is being
transformed. CityArchRiver is
a $38 million transformation
of the Gateway Arch grounds.
The memorial to Thomas
Jefferson and the Westward
Expansion Era will be
renovated and provide new
park acreage connecting
the arch to the historic Old
Courthouse, set to complete
this summer.

The National Blues
Museum is the centerpiece
of the popular Mercantile
Exchange (MX) District in the
heart of downtown St. Louis.
Instruments are available to
play. Groups can sit down
at the drums or pick up a
guitar and try their hand at
a riff they can then record
and keep. Artifacts from
blues musicians and history
are displayed throughout
the museum.

Gateway Arch
877-982-1410
gatewayarch.com

National Blues Museum
314-925-0016
nationalbluesmuseum.org

TOUR

Discover the Budweiser
Brewery Experience at
Anheuser-Busch. The brewery
shares new options, such
as: the Day Fresh Tour that
invites guests to tour the
Bevo Packaging Plant; the
Beermaster Tour, which gives
guests a look behind the
scenes; the Beer School Tour
offers a beer sampling class;
and the Historic Schoolhouse
Museum has industry artifacts.
Budweiser Brewery
Experience
314-577-2626
budweisertours.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Explore St. Louis, Explore St. Louis, Explore St. Louis, Gordon Radford, Explore St. Louis
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EXPLORE

Inside the Economy
Museum at the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis
is a one-of-a-kind museum
explaining the economy
through nearly 100 exhibits,
interactive displays, games
and videos. The building
has transformed into a
modern experience for
groups to explore.
Inside the Economy
Museum at the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis
314-444-7309
stlouisfed.org/inside-theeconomy-museum

Reader Service Card #144
GroupTour.com
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Catch the
Missouri
Botanical Garden
in full bloom
Featuring 79 acres of striking horticultural displays, formal and international gardens, and indoor conservatories, the Missouri Botanical Garden is
always blooming.
“Participants are amazed at the size
and beauty of the garden in the midst
of the city,” said Gene Peimann, tourism manager of the Missouri Botanical
Garden. “I like sharing the serenity of
the garden in hopes that all (groups)
will realize the importance of plants and
preserving the environment. No matter
what time of year it is, there is always
something in bloom at the garden. Our
staff is welcoming, helpful and fun.”
Located in the heart of St. Louis, the

Japanese Garden, Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Mo. Photo: Kent Burgess

Missouri Botanical Garden is a National
Historic Landmark and is the oldest
botanical garden in continuous operation in the country. The garden was
founded in 1859 by Henry Shaw, and it
is a major center for science, education
and conservation.
“The garden also is unique in that

it has a historic home, Tower Grove
House, on its grounds,” Peimann said.
“This was the founder Henry Shaw’s
home as he built the garden. It stands
out among historic homes, in that 80-90
percent of the items inside are Shaw’s,
not simply period pieces.”
Groups can take a narrated private
tram tour or a private walking tour of
the garden, and specialized tour options
are available. On a tour, groups can
encounter a variety of gardens, including rose gardens, a sculpture garden
and vegetable garden. Plant collections
consist of peonies, daffodils, orchids,
daylilies, azaleas and magnolias.
Group pricing is offered for general
admission, special events and signature
events. Complimentary tickets are also
available for a certain number of tickets
purchased.
Booking group tours at least 21
days in advance is preferred, Peimann
said. Pre-arranged groups also receive
discount coupons for the Garden Gate
Shop.
The on-site restaurant, Sassafras,
prepares a casual menu and is a great
addition to an itinerary, Peimann said.
Boxed lunches are also available upon
request. Ample motorcoach parking is
available at the garden. n
Missouri Botanical Garden
800-332-1286
missouribotanicalgarden.org
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north carolina
charlotte

The No. 1 travel destination in the Carolinas and one of
the fastest-growing cities in the United States, Charlotte is a
must-see for group tours. The Queen City boasts exhilarating
adventures, home teams that will win groups over, culinary
trailblazers, and an overflowing craft beer and cocktail scene.
“Charlotte’s accessibility makes it easy for groups to get
here, and its breadth of experiences make it hard to leave,”
said Laura White, director of communications at the Charlotte
Regional Visitors Authority. “From riding the rapids in the world’s
largest man-made whitewater river to competing in a pit stop
at the NASCAR Hall of Fame, groups will experience a full
immersion of the region’s heritage, culture and character.”
Here are just a few of the Queen City’s crown jewels
provided by the CRVA that are perfect stops for groups.
Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority
800-231-4636
charlottesgotalot.com

DO

SEE

LEARN

TASTE

Featuring 1,300 acres
along the Catawba River, the
U.S. National Whitewater
Center is located just 15
minutes outside of Center
City. Customized outdoor
group experiences both
on land and in water are
available for all ages and
group sizes, like adventure
races, low and high challenge
courses, canopy tours, and
raft and zip line experiences.

The NASCAR Hall of
Fame is an interactive
entertainment attraction
honoring the history and
heritage of stock car auto
racing. With more than 50
interactive exhibits, like
realistic racing simulators
and a pit crew challenge,
groups will experience highoctane fun through guided
tours, challenges and teambuilding activities.

The Levine Museum
of the New South is the
only museum in the country
focusing exclusively on
New South history. Its
award-winning permanent
exhibit “Cotton Fields to
Skyscrapers” features
interactive, hands-on
experiences like playing
checkers on the front porch
of a mill house and reliving a
sit-in at a lunch counter.

7th Street Public
Market is an urban food
market featuring the best
of Charlotte’s local culinary
scene. Try savory sandwiches
at Local Loaf and crispy
crepes at Hazelnuts Creperie.
Do a cheese and wine tasting
supplied by Orrman’s Cheese
Shop and Assorted Table
Wine Shoppe. And be sure to
taste local brews at Not Just
Coffee and Tank’s Tap.

U.S. National
Whitewater Center
704-391-3900
usnwc.org

NASCAR Hall of Fame
704-654-4437
nascarhall.com

Levine Museum of
the New South
704-333-1887
museumofthenewsouth.org

7th Street Public Market
704-230-4346
7thstreetpublicmarket.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Courtesy of charlottesgotalot.com, Courtesy of charlottesgotalot.com, Courtesy of charlottesgotalot.com,
Levine Museum of the New South, Courtesy of charlottesgotalot.com
GroupTour.com
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The North Carolina Arboretum
boasts unparalleled gardens
A visit to The North Carolina Arboretum is unlike any other. Located in
Asheville, the arboretum lies within the
Pisgah National Forest, one of the most
botanically diverse regions in the United
States.
“Our goal, with both individuals and
groups, is to creatively connect people,
plants and places through education,
design and economic development,”
said Whitney Smith, marketing & public
relations manager for the arboretum.
“Group visits give the opportunity for
our visitors to learn the many stories
and details behind the history, design
and aesthetic of the arboretum and
region. Because the property is so large
(434 acres), it allows visitors to focus on
one particular area and learn about this
cherished region.”

Groups can choose between a variety of tours, including guided garden
tours and hiking tours.
“Guided garden tours provide visitors with in-depth information on the
arboretum’s garden design, seasonal
plantings, history, art and general garden information,” Smith said. “Visitors
are led through 3 acres of the arboretum’s exhibit garden areas, including the
Heritage Garden, signature Quilt Garden, Stream Garden, Bonsai Exhibition
Garden and Plants of Promise Garden.”
One of the most popular stops on
tours is the Quilt Garden, Smith said.
The garden is designed in a traditional
quilt block pattern, reflecting the close
tie between gardening and the craft of
quilting in the southern Appalachian
region.

Reader Service Card #147
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The arboretum’s Bonsai Exhibition Garden contains one of the most
extensive bonsai collections in the
Southeast, and allows groups to learn
about traditional Asian bonsai species
and American species native to the Blue
Ridge Mountain region.
“Rotating art, science and educational exhibits are displayed year-round indoors, and the arboretum has more than
200 pieces of art placed throughout the
property,” Smith said. “There is a variety
of things to see, explore and enjoy — it’s
truly a blank canvas for visitors. Visitors
can spend as little as one hour or the
whole day exploring the grounds.”
Guided group tours receive discounted pricing and reservations are required
three weeks in advance. Motorcoach
parking is available. n
The North Carolina Arboretum
828-665-2492
ncarboretum.org
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One ife ! - Brian from
my l Tennessee

“The Billy Graham Library was very inspirational and
encouraging,” Brian also wrote. “It was on my bucket list.”
Bring your group to Charlotte, N.C., and
discover what God can do through an ordinary
life surrendered to Him. Walk in the shoes of
a farm boy who became pastor to presidents
and shared God’s love with millions. Admission
is free, and exhibits are state-of-the-art. The
experience is unforgettable.
“Come and see what God has done.” —Psalm 66:5, ESV

Reader Service Card #139

A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

GroupTour.com

©2017 BGEA

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00 • BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200
Reservations required for groups of 10 or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org or call 704-401-3270.
4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina
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OnlyinOnslow.com

Home of Camp Lejeune
Reader Service Card #132

TOP 3

REASONS
to include High Point
in your next journey!

1. Location, location, location! Centrally
located in the Piedmont region of
North Carolina.
2. High Point Regional Visitors Center
offers interactive galleries focused on
area attractions.
3. Above and Beyond Personal Concierge
Service for your group.

highpoint.org | 800.720.5255
1634 N. Main St., Suite 102
High Point, NC 27262

At Cape Fear Botanical Garden,
groups are immersed in a wide-ranging
variety of lush plant life.
With master gardeners as guides,
groups can take an extensive tour of
the garden, located in Fayetteville.
They’ll find ornamentals, flowering
trees, shrubs and plant life. Most species
are indigenous to North Carolina; any
imported plants are confined to separate
areas.
“Fayetteville and Cumberland County
stand ready to greet your group and provide a memorable experience,” said John
Meroski, president and chief executive officer of the Fayetteville Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau. “The Cape Fear Botanical Garden is one of our top stops for
group tours. The 77-acre garden includes
several specialty gardens, so something is
in bloom year-round.”
A former city park, the botanical garden borders the confluence of the Cape
Fear River and Cross Creek. The Zone 8
environment provides a green haven for
more than 2,000 types of plant life.
There are 42 species that roam the
grounds, including black bear and possums. The occasional alligator will make

ThE

Find Your Country at

Lejeune Memorial Gardens

Cape Fear
Botanical
Garden reveals
serenity for
garden groups

Elizabethan
Gardens

ch
utes from the bea rt!
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M
...but worlds apa
MANTEO, NC
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Reader Service Card #148

Wyatt Visitors Pavilion, Cape Fear Botanical Garden,
Fayetteville, N.C. Photo: Fayetteville Area CVB

its way up Cross Creek to sunbathe in
the shallow water of the ravine.
The trails are packed earth with some
gravel. There is a paved loop around the
main lake. Except for the River Trail that
leads to the Cape Fear River, all trails are
accessible by a standard wheelchair with
an able-bodied pusher who can negotiate the occasional root or rut.
The Wyatt Visitors Pavilion Complex
includes an extensive gardening gift
shop, meeting areas and dining options,
both inside and out.
Arrange for lunches from The Cafe
Cart in the Entry Pavilion; groups can
dine at the picnic tables on the veranda.
The menu changes daily.
Adjacent to the Wyatt Pavilion, a late
19th-century heritage farm has been
re-created. The relocated farmhouse is
believed to have belonged to a cotton
and tobacco farmer.
Like farms of that era, the garden is
devoted to herbs, flowering plants and
food products for cooking and medicinal purposes.
On-site motorcoach parking is
available. n
Cape Fear Botanical Garden
910-486-0221
capefearbg.org
Fayetteville Area
Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-255-8217
visitfayettevillenc.com
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SOUTH CAROLINA
GREENVILLE

It’s no secret that Greenville has a lot to offer; to individuals
and groups alike. After all, the city was named the “#3 Small
City in the U.S.” by Condé Nast Traveler last year.
“From world-class art galleries and museums, to some of the
best and most diverse dining in the South, to endless outdoor
adventures and more than 12 state parks within an hour’s drive
from downtown, there truly is something for everyone,” said
David Montgomery, vice president of sales at VisitGreenvilleSC.
“Tour groups especially enjoy the walkability of our 1.5-mile
Main Street and the excellent highway access into downtown
Greenville.”
VisitGreenvilleSC put these four stops together so groups
can catch a glimpse of what Greenville has to offer.
VisitGreenvilleSC
800-717-0023
visitgreenvillesc.com

EXPLORE

EAT

SIP

Get outside and
experience the GHS Swamp
Rabbit Trail – an over 21mile multi-use trail beginning
in the heart of downtown
Greenville and ending in the
charming town of Travelers
Rest. Cruise the trail in style
on an American-made Trek
or another sweet cycle from
Reedy Rides — a familyowned and -operated bicycle
rental company, with locations
at each end of the trail.

As one of Greenville’s
greatest treasures, Falls
Park on the Reedy is
worth the view. The 32-acre
park, located in the heart
of downtown, offers scenic
overlooks, a waterfall, worldclass works of public art,
nature trails and several lush
gardens. The park’s most
striking feature is the Liberty
Bridge, a 355-foot pedestrian
bridge that curves around a
waterfall on the Reedy River.

It wouldn’t be a trip to
the Carolinas without some
barbecue. Luckily, Greenville
has plenty of options
including a few spots on the
“100 Mile BBQ” list. Hit two of
those spots on the Greenville
BBQ Trail Tour — an insider’s
look into each restaurant’s
cooking processes and
techniques. This tour will take
groups outside of the city
center to the places locals
know and love.

Groups are welcome on
The Brewery Experience
— a perfect (and safe) way
to try local brews. The bus
tour stops up to five spots,
including Thomas Creek
Brewery, Brewery 85, Quest
Brewing Co., Upstate Craft
Beer Co. and Swamp Rabbit
Brewery; where groups
learn about each brewery’s
process and taste what’s
on tap. Public and private
brewery tours are available.

GHS Swamp Rabbit Trail
864-288-6470
greenvillerec.com

Falls Park on the Reedy
864-467-4350
fallspark.com

Greenville BBQ Trail Tour
864-567-3940
greenvillehistorytours.com

The Brewery Experience
828-216-1343
thebreweryexperience.com

Photos: VisitGreenvilleSC
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Stroll through diverse habitats at
South Carolina Botanical Garden
Since beginning in the 1950s, the
South Carolina Botanical Garden
(SCBG) in Clemson has bloomed into a
295-acre site, teeming with a diversity of
plant life and educational opportunities.
“I love touring people around the
garden, it is a chance to share a unique
and fascinating place,” said Sue Watts,
educational program coordinator at the
garden. “When we can connect people
to the environment in any way, their
eyes are opened to its importance. I am
very proud of the hard work that goes
into the SCBG, we have a very limited
staff who go above and beyond, and I
get to share their efforts with visitors.”

Visitor’s Center, South Carolina Botanical Garden,
Clemson, S.C. Photo: Clemson University

Located on the campus of Clemson
University, the South Carolina Botanical
Garden shares distinct experiences for
groups, including a carnivorous plant exhibit on the Natural Heritage Garden Trail.
“People love the pond and butterfly
garden,” Watts said. “In both places, there
are high concentrations of wildlife that
entertain and intrigue people. In addition, people love the Natural Heritage
Garden Trail, in particular the carnivorous plant exhibit. We also have extensive
woodland walking trails and many niche
gardens. The diversity of habitats within
the garden ensures there is always something of interest to a visitor.”
Aside from gardens and mixed
habitats, the South Carolina Botanical
Garden houses a small art gallery, two
historic properties (Hanover House and
Hunt Cabin), a gift shop and the Bob
Campbell Geology Museum.
Guided tours of the garden last about
an hour, Watts said.
“Tours cover the history of the garden, and on our tours, we walk through
areas of the garden in flower, or areas of
particular seasonal interest, or we fit the
tour to the interests of the group,” Watts
said.
Booking group visits at least two
weeks in advance is preferred, however
the garden can be flexible, Watts said.
Motorcoach parking is available. n

Tour walking through Maritime Forest, South Carolina Botanical
Garden, Clemson, S.C. Photo: Clemson University

South Carolina Botanical Garden
864-656-3405
clemson.edu/public/scbg
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TENNESSEE
KNOXVILLE

Knoxville is exactly what people declare it to be: a hidden
gem. First-time visitors are typically amazed by all the city has
to offer. In this one location, mountains meet music, art meets
adventure, culture meets cuisine and no one meets a stranger.
With its sophisticated mix of culture and cuisine, served up with
genuine hospitality, Knoxville will surprise groups.
“Knoxville is a genuinely friendly city with a very walkable
downtown,” said Kim Bumpas, president of Visit Knoxville.
“Whether you’re into art, history or simply want to walk a serene
greenway, you’re literally just minutes away. We also offer 80
restaurants in the downtown area. Knoxville is a city that will
surprise you.”
Visit Knoxville shared these four stops for groups to add
some history, culture and excitement to a tour.
Visit Knoxville
865-523-7263
visitknoxville.com

SEE

The Sunsphere was
constructed for the 1982
World’s Fair and during that
time, it served as the fair’s
symbol. It was home to a
full-service restaurant and
the Observation Deck. The
Sunsphere closed with the
fair’s end. Now open, groups
can visit the Sunsphere and
the Tennessee Amphitheater
— the only remaining
structures from the fair.
Sunsphere
865-215-8160
worldsfairpark.org/
sunsphere

Photos: Visit Knoxville
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For over 40 years,
Ijams Nature Center has
continued its tradition of
being a wildlife sanctuary
amid a more urbanized
area of Knoxville. Situated
on the Tennessee River,
this 275-acre property has
plenty of activities for visitors
of all ages. Possibilities
are endless with over 10
miles of biking, hiking and
running trails, as well as daily
educational programs.
Ijams Nature Center
865-577-4717
ijams.org

TOUR

LEARN

Enjoy the sights of the
Tennessee River aboard
an authentic stern wheel
riverboat offering lunch,
sightseeing, dinner and
party cruises. Tennessee
Riverboat Company offers
tours on the Star of Knoxville,
Knoxville’s only authentic
paddlewheel riverboat. Able
to seat 235 guests, the
riverboat allows large groups
to explore the river’s history.

The Museum of East
Tennessee History holds
the key to Knoxville’s past.
Ever-changing, award-winning
exhibits tell the history of the
people, places and events
that shaped the region.
The exhibit, “Voices of the
Land: The People of East
Tennessee” allows visitors the
chance to examine original
artifacts and hear first-person
accounts of what life was like.

Tennessee Riverboat
Company
865-525-7827
tnriverboat.com

Museum of East
Tennessee History
865-215-8830
easttnhistory.org

tennessee

Dig up Delta
heritage at the
Memphis
Botanic Garden
With 31 specialty gardens sprawled
out over 96 acres, the Memphis Botanic
Garden gives groups an inside look of
distinct plant, flower and tree varieties.
“Our mission is to connect people
with plants, so we hope that guests
will leave with a greater understanding
and appreciation of our natural world,”
said Mary Helen Butler, director of
administration at the Memphis Botanic
Garden. “We love exposing new guests
to our gardens and facilities. We have 31
display gardens including many of those
you would typically find featured at a
botanic garden, but we also have some
unique areas including a Delta Heritage
Garden, a Prehistoric Plant Trail and a
Nature Photography Garden.”
Popular stops at the Memphis Botanic Garden include the Japanese Garden, Herb Garden and a family garden,
My Big Backyard, which features work
from over 30 local artists. The Japanese
Garden is one of the most photographed
locations in the Memphis area, thanks
to its famous red bridge and traditional
design.
The Delta Heritage Garden tells the
story of the Mississippi Delta through
a living display of plants, by exhibiting
plants that were grown in the Missis-

sippi Delta Region throughout history.
At the Herb Garden, visitors can examine 300 species of endangered plants.
A learning garden, the Herb Garden
demonstrates how to cultivate endangered plants and educates the community on the diverse uses herbs have.
In the Desert Garden, groups will
stumble upon cacti and succulent
varieties from around the world. The

garden has no supplemental irrigation,
and it’s simulated after rocky and dry
conditions. Groups should book visits
at least two weeks in advance and group
rates are offered for 20 or more guests.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Memphis Botanic Garden
901-636-4100
memphisbotanicgarden.com

Welcome Home
Celebration

Frances Manzito, CTIS

frances@visitclarksvilletn.com
1-800-530-2487 ext. 321 | 931-245-4345

welcomehomeveteranscelebration.com
Reader Service Card #122
Special rates available for groups of 15 or more with
complimentary admission for driver and group leader. Enjoy a
self-guided visit or choose from a variety of tours focusing on art,
gardens, history or the best of everything.

discover

Cheekwood

Enjoy year-round programs and exhibitions throughout 55 acres of gardens,
an art museum, and the spectacular Cheekwood mansion.

Visit cheekwood.org, call 615-353-6965, or email
tours@cheekwood.org for more information.

Booking Group Tours Now
Cheekwood in Bloom |
Cracking Art |

March 17 - April 22, 2018

June 16 - September 2, 2018

Holiday LIGHTS |
1200 Forrest Park Drive

November 23 - December 30, 2018

Nashville, TN 37205

cheekwood.org

Reader Service Card #157
GroupTour.com
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Delve into the
historic Great
Smoky Arts
and Crafts
Community
Touring Gatlinburg’s art and craft
studios and shops has been a group
favorite for decades. The choices are
many: a quick stop just north of town,
Made in Gatlinburg Shop; downtown, a
visit to Arrowmont School of Arts and
Crafts; or a leisurely cruise through The
Glades along the Arts and Crafts Loop.
“April through the Christmas
holidays are good times to visit with the
busiest months being July and October,”
said Dian Stanfill, convention center
sales manager for Gatlinburg Convention and Visitors Bureau. “Several
locations along the Arts and Crafts

VISIT

GRACELAND

®

IN MEMPHIS

GROUP
RATES
AVAILABLE

NOW OPEN
12 NEW EXHIBITS AND
ATTRACTIONS AT THE ALL-NEW
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

GRACELAND.COM/GROUPS • 800-238-2010
© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2017 ABG EPE IP LLC
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Making pottery, Arts and Crafts Loop, Gatlinburg, Tenn.
Photo: Gatlinburg Convention and Visitors Bureau

Loop can accommodate buses and offer
several shops to visit at one stop. We can
help with customizing itineraries, greet
coaches, and answer questions, provide
coupons, etc.”
Crafts have been an important part
of the Gatlinburg since the early 1900s
when Arrowmont was established.
“The thing that makes Arrowmont’s
galleries special is that each piece has a
history and a connection to Arrowmont
and Appalachia,” said Fran Day, development director for Arrowmont. “We
have two arts and crafts sales outlets on
campus and we will also offer arts and
crafts items in the Anakeesta Village
store up on the Silverbell tract.”
Bus parking and personalized tours
are available with advance notice. Many
individual artists are located along the
8-mile Arts and Crafts Loop east of town.
“In the Great Smoky Arts and Crafts
Community, we look out for each other
and will call others within walking
distance of our bus parking to let them
know a group tour plans to visit,” said
Louise Bales, artist at Cliff Dwellers
Gallery. “Advance calls can help us fit
the group interests so artists can plan
for craft demonstrations if there is an
interest, possibly some ‘make-and-take’
opportunities for the group.”
With advance scheduling, Fowler’s
Clay Works can offer demos for groups
and a chance to work the potter’s wheel. n
Great Smoky Arts and Crafts
Community
gatlinburgcrafts.com

tennessee

Meander through
colorful gardens
at Crescent Bend
The Armstrong-Lockett House at
Crescent Bend offers a double dip of
Southern hospitality with a historic
house museum and nine terraced gardens in formal Italian style.
“We have many visitors who could
care less about the gardens, and are only
interested in the museum and vice versa,”
said Caroline Grimm, communications
director at Crescent Bend House & Gardens. “I would say during Tulip Time at
Crescent Bend, it’s all about the gardens.”
The historic property near downtown Knoxville closes for the winter in
order to prepare for the amazing show
of colorful tulips in the gardens during
the early spring. The season continues
with additional plantings.

Crescent Bend House & Gardens, Knoxville, Tenn.
Photo: Crescent Bend House & Gardens

“During the summer, we normally
plant Red Begonias at the Roman Fountain Terrace and Red Dragon Wing
Begonias at the River Garden Terrace,”
Grimm said. “During the fall, we normally plant an assortment of mums.”
Luncheon tours are a favorite and
can be scheduled March into December. Dining on the covered terrace with
its view over the Tennessee River is a
memorable experience.
“Our preferred caterers can serve
regional fare as well as countless other
options to fit any needs or requests,”

Grimm said. “One of our most popular luncheon menu items is Southern
Meatloaf.”
Crescent Bend can also schedule tea
throughout the year for groups of 20 or
more. The Armstrong-Lockett House
may not have a white pillared entrance,
but it has a pedigree that earned it a
place on the National Register of Historic Places. In the 1830s, the house was the
center piece of a 600-acre gentleman’s
farm and is now a museum furnished
with 18th-century furniture, decorative
arts and a collection of English silver.
And, it’s filled with stories, especially
from the Civil War era when it was a
troop headquarters and hospital by both
the Union and Confederate Armies.
Now, it is an island of peace and beauty
a short distance from downtown. n
Crescent Bend House & Gardens
865-637-3163
crescentbend.com

Free MoonPies For Your Groups*

Chattanooga is nestled along the banks of the Tennessee River and surrounded by scenic beauty, including
historic Lookout Mountain. We are easy to ﬁnd just oﬀ of I-75, I-24 and I-59. Your groups can explore our
revitalized riverfront, world-famous attractions, rich Civil War and Native American history. Planning a
trip to Chattanooga for a group couldn’t be easier. *Spend at least one night and your adult groups get a
FREE MoonPie®, just ask. See you in Chattanooga . . . this year!

CHATTANOOGAFUN.COM
ssrees@chattanoogacvb.com
423/756-8687 x 3039
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GroupTour.com

51

itinerary planner

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND

The Richmond region has a little something for everyone —
the history buff, the beer geek and the foodie. Home to dozens
of street art murals, the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and the
soon-to-open Institute for Contemporary Art, art aficionados also
love all that the region has to offer. Active outdoor lovers enjoy
the Virginia Capital Trail, a dedicated, paved 52-mile bike and
pedestrian path linking Virginia’s Jamestown, Williamsburg and
Richmond.
“Groups appreciate the variety and eclectic cultural offerings
that the Richmond region offers, from our award-winning chefs
to our striking natural beauty,” said Toni Bastian, group tour &
visitor center manager at Richmond Region Tourism.
Richmond Region Tourism provided the following stops for
groups to explore the city’s shopping, arts and craft beer scene.
Richmond Region Tourism
804-783-7450
visitrichmondva.com

SHOP

SIP

Carytown, Richmond’s
“Mile of Style,” is a one-stop
shopping destination. Grab
some eclectic threads at
Bygones Vintage Clothing
or a souvenir at Mongrel. If
shopping isn’t the group’s
thing, don’t fret. Head to
the historic Byrd Theatre
for a matinee and Can Can
Brasserie for lunch and
some espresso. Don’t miss
Carytown Cupcakes for a
sweet treat.

The James River is one
of Richmond’s greatest
natural resources. With
rafting, whitewater kayaking,
swimming, tubing and guided
tours, there’s something
for everyone. Riverside
Outfitters offers guided trips
down the river with gorgeous
views of the Richmond
skyline. Adrenaline-seekers
will love that Richmond is the
only city with Class III and IV
rapids in an urban setting.

Groups can’t visit
Richmond without sampling
a local brew (or two). The
region’s award-winning craft
breweries have teamed up
to develop the Richmond
Beer Trail, which guides
visitors to more than 30
breweries to taste beer and
collect stamps at a minimum
of five breweries in exchange
for collectible gear. Other
craft libation spots are also
notated on the map.

Carytown
carytownboard@gmail.com
carytownrva.com

Riverside Outfitters
804-560-0068
riversideoutfitters.net

Richmond Beer Trail
804-783-7450
visitrichmondva.com/drink

Photos: Richmond Region Tourism
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The Virginia Museum
of Fine Arts ranks as one
of the top comprehensive
art museums in the United
States. Its permanent
collection encompasses
more than 33,000 works of
art spanning 5,000 years of
world history. Don’t miss the
noteable permanent Fabergé
collection, the largest public
collection outside of Russia.
Virginia Museum
of Fine Arts
804-340-1400
vmfa.museum

virginia

Hospitality and flora meet
at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
In Richmond, the Lewis Ginter
Botanical Garden welcomes groups with
open arms.
“Our garden differs from others with
its year-round interest, regularly changing art exhibits, Kroger Community
Kitchen Garden, glass-domed conservatory, first-rate dining experience and
extraordinary volunteer support,” said
Lucy Coggin, group tour developer at
the garden. “Due to the varied habitats
available throughout the garden, visitors
have the ability to view wildlife such
as turtles, herons, butterflies, bees and
more.”
With over a dozen themed gardens,
groups can explore over 50 acres of
landscaped exhibits at Lewis Ginter
Botanical Garden, including the Cochrane Rose Garden, Conservatory,
Cherry Tree Walk and Edible Display
Garden. The Conservatory is known
as the “jewel of the garden” and houses
exotic plants from around the world in
its 11,000-square-foot space.
With vivid sights and fragrant
scents, the Cochrane Rose Garden
entices groups with 1,300 rose bushes
in a 9,000-square-foot garden. With its
hillside location, the garden contains arbors, stone arches and pavilions draped

in over 70 rose varieties.
Groups can take a guided tour of the
different gardens, dine in the Garden
Cafe and Tea House, and fill a shopping
fix at the Garden Shop.
“We receive the most comments
from groups about the garden’s friendly,
hospitable and welcoming staff and
volunteers, our distinctive Garden Shop,
and our elegant and delicious dining experiences,” Coggin said. “We like having
the opportunity to introduce others to
the garden and guided tours give us the
chance to share our enthusiasm for the
garden and garden community.”
Group rates and dining packages are
offered, and a minimum of two weeks is

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, Richmond, Va.
Photo: Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden

required to book group visits.
“We hope to connect people to plants
and the natural world when visiting
the garden,” Coggin said. “We want our
groups to feel just how welcome they
are at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.
We realize the groups are visiting many
different places along their itinerary, and
we want them to remember their time
at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden fondly
and tell others about us.”
Ample motorcoach parking is available at the garden. n
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
804-262-9887
lewisginter.org

Explore Your History! Discover Your Story!

and Park
1 (800) 581-SAIL

Newport News, VA
I-64, Exit 258-A
Just 20 minutes from
Williamsburg, VA

MarinersMuseum.org
Reader Service Card #125
GroupTour.com

53

itinerary planner

WEST VIRGINIA
HUNTINGTON

A vibrant city with distinct shopping throughout a revitalized
downtown, Huntington shares one-of-a-kind attractions for
groups young and old, and local, mouthwatering restaurants
sure to satisfy every taste bud and craving.
“Groups today are looking for experiences off the beaten
path, things you can’t find anywhere else, and that’s exactly
what we offer,” said Anna Adkins, sales manager at the CabellHuntington Convention & Visitors Bureau.
The Cabell-Huntington CVB wants to help make the next
group tour truly memorable with these four stops.
Cabell-Huntington Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-635-6329
visithuntingtonwv.org

TOUR
Heritage Farm Museum
& Village is a replica 19thcentury Appalachian Village
with award-winning museums,
attractions and West Virginia’s
first Smithsonian Affiliate.
Guided tours are available,
along with lodging and halls
for events and long weekend
stays. Saturdays from May
to December are “Way Back
Weekends” and include
additional programming.
Heritage Farm Museum
& Village
304-522-1244
heritagefarmmuseum.com

Photos: Cabell-Huntington CVB
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Blenko Glass Company
has been handblowing
glassware in the state of
West Virginia for over 100
years, and is one of the last
remaining glass factories in
the country. Groups can take
a guided, behind-the-scenes
tour of the working factory
and then visit the gift shop to
take a piece of West Virginia
back home.
Blenko Glass Company
304-743-9081
blenko.com

EAT

SEE

Celebrating 17 years of
love and weenies, Hillbilly
Hot Dogs serves gourmet
hot dogs, hamburgers, salads
and sides with down-home
charm. It is home to “The
Widowmaker,” the world’s
largest hot dog. Hillbilly Hot
Dogs has been featured
on Food Network’s Diners,
Drive-Ins and Dives, Travel
Channel’s Food Paradise and
NBC’s The Tonight Show
Starring Jimmy Fallon.

Groups can stop by the
Huntington Museum of Art
to enjoy the beauty of glass,
the wisdom and whimsy of
Appalachian Folk Art, and
the serenity of 19th- and
20th-century American and
European paintings, and visit
works through the Walter
Gropius Master Series. The
museum is home to the only
tropical plant conservatory
in West Virginia, and offers
tours exclusive to groups.

Hillbilly Hot Dogs
304-762-2458
hillbillyhotdogs.com

Huntington Museum of Art
304-529-2701
hmoa.org

west virginia

Blennerhassett Island
Historical State Park
shares a slice of
Ohio Valley’s past
For groups seeking a historical tour
with incredible views and outdoor activities, Blennerhassett Island Historical
State Park in Parkersburg is a great spot
to explore.
There, groups can take horse-drawn
wagon rides, rent bicycles, visit the gift
shop and tour the Blennerhassett Museum of Regional History, the Blennerhassett Mansion and the Putnam-Houser
House.
To get over to the island, visitors get
to ride a sternwheeler across the Ohio
River.
“Groups seem to enjoy doing both
the wagon and mansion tours,” said
Miles Evenson, superintendent. “Both
provide history about the island and the
Blennerhassetts. Groups also seem to
enjoy eating lunch on the island because

Blennerhassett Mansion,
Blennerhassett Island
Historical State Park,
Parkersburg, W.Va.
Photo: Blennerhassett
Island Historical State Park

they can get a great view of the river
while potentially watching barges go by.”
Museum tours are self-guided; however, mansion tours are guided and with
docents dressed in period clothing.
When constructed by Harman and
Margaret Blennerhassett in 1800, the
Blennerhassett Mansion was known as
the Ohio Valley’s most beautiful private
residence. The mansion boasted 7,000
square feet of living space, making it one
of the United States’ largest homes.
Unfortunately, the mansion was lost
in a fire in 1811. Reconstructed from
1984-1991 by the state of West Virginia,
the mansion became the centerpiece of
the new Blennerhassett Island Historical
State Park. Today, over 50,000 visitors
tour the recreated mansion to learn its
history and story.

At the Blennerhassett Museum of
Regional History, groups will discover three floors of historical relics
and objects from the Ohio Valley’s past.
Exhibits include prehistoric Indian tools,
jewelry, weapons, household items, oil
paintings and military paraphernalia.
“We hope that groups have an enjoyable time and also get a better sense for
the history of the island and the Blennerhassetts,” Evenson said.
Groups of 10 or more receive group
rates if reserving tours more than 72
hours in advance. Motorcoach parking
is available behind the museum. n
Blennerhassett Island Historical
State Park
304-420-4800
blennerhassettislandstatepark.com

WEST VIRGINIA. BY RAIL.
Make MountainRail your next GROUP destination!
Customizable Trips - Multiple Trains - Local Attractions
Let us plan your West Virginia getaway.
Elkins - Cass Scenic Railroad - Durbin

304.636.9477 Ext. 109 • MTN-RAIL.COM
Reader Service Card #152
GroupTour.com
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Find outdoor thrills and adventure
in southern West Virginia
For adrenaline junkies seeking
another feat, look no further. Southern
West Virginia is filled with countless
hair-raising adventures in the scenic Appalachian Mountains.
“Southern West Virginia offers the
best whitewater rafting on the East
Coast,” said Lisa Strader, public relations
representative for Visit Southern West
Virginia. “The scenery is only matched
by the hospitality that groups find in our
great state.”
A place for whitewater adventure
both on and off the water, the New
River Gorge National River winds from
Hinton to Hawks Nest State Park, just
outside of Ansted.
Besides the river itself, the park’s
most famous feature just might be the
New River Gorge Bridge. The steel-arch
bridge is one of the most photographed
places in the park, and the host of the

Bridge Day festival on the third Saturday
of October every year.
Near the bridge, the Canyon Rim
Visitor Center features exhibits on the
bridge’s construction and the park’s long
natural history.
After seeing exhibits and talking with
the ranger, groups can step out to enjoy
the views from the observation deck or
the hiking trail.
Canyon Rim is open year-round,
just like the Sandstone Visitor Center. The park’s other two interpretive
centers, Grandview Visitor Center and
Thurmond Depot, are open seasonally.
During the warmer months of the
year, the New River’s whitewater rapids
are considered some of the best around
for rafting. Several outfitters can equip
groups with everything they need for a
rafting excursion, from the gear to the
planning of a multiday adventure.

Reader Service Card #124
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Whitewater rafting,
southern West Virginia
Photo: Visit Southern West Virginia

“The rafting industry has really evolved in the last 10 years or so,”
Strader said. “The rafting companies
are now considered adventure resorts
offering a plethora of activities, lodging options and dining. On top of a
memorable rafting adventures, companies offer zip lining, canopy tours,
rope courses, pools, a recreational lake,
hiking, biking, cabins, camping, cookouts, sit-down restaurants and even
nightlife.”
Rafting season typically begins in
April and continues through October. n
New River Gorge National River
304-465-0508
nps.gov/neri
Visit Southern West Virginia
800-847-4898
visitwv.com

America’s Best Community.

Your Next Destination.

Let your folks nuzzle a llama,
celebrate Appalachian heritage in a
variety of historic museums, catch a show at
the Keith-Albee Theatre, or enjoy great meals
and local shopping! Take advantage of one
of our popular itineraries, or let us customize
one for you!

#visithuntingtonwv

THE REAL HATFIELD AND MCCOY FEUD
Adventure through actual feud sites on
the real Hatfield and McCoy tour. From
romantic entanglements to property
disputes, learn how two families’ mountain
pride led to the most famous feud in
American history.
MOVIES, MINERALS AND
MINING TOUR
Stops include a wide array of fun
from Blenko Glass, one of the finest
glass-making facilities in the world, to
Hillbilly Hot Dogs, a restaurant like no
other featuring gourmet hot dogs with
quirky, down-home charm. Visit actual
“We Are…Marshall” movie set locations
and the Marshall University Memorial
Fountain before heading over to
West Virginia’s only Smithsonian-affiliate,
Heritage Farm Museum & Village!

C A B E L L C O U N T Y | V I S I T H U N T I N G T ON W V. OR G | 3 0 4 . 5 2 5 . 7 3 3 3

Contact Anna at anna@visithuntingtonwv.org to set up your visit to Huntington! Visit us online for a
complete listing of Cabell County’s attractions, events and festivals.
Reader Service Card #130
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California
San Diego

San Diego may be best known for its laid-back beaches, but
that’s not the only reason why groups visit the United States’
eighth-largest city. With world-class attractions, a thriving urban
core and a sophisticated art, dining and nightlife scene, San
Diego is an exciting hub of creativity.
The 17 museums at Balboa Park and the city’s 70 miles
of coastline only add to the many reasons why groups should
answer the call to start planning.
There are plenty of passions to pursue in California’s beach
city. San Diego Tourism Authority invites groups to continue
finding new pursuits of adventure.
San Diego Tourism Authority
619-232-3101
sandiego.org

DO

The San Diego Zoo is
home to more than 3,500
rare and endangered animals
representing over 650
species and subspecies.
Located just north of
downtown San Diego in
Balboa Park, the zoo offers
a variety of experiences,
including the Animals in
Action Experience. Visitors
see how the animals are
cared for and what the zoo is
doing to help save species.
San Diego Zoo
619-718-3000
sandiegozoo.org

EAT

Bite San Diego offers
private group tours that show
off the growing food scene
in America’s Finest City.
Visitors are invited inside
exceptional restaurants to
sample some of the city’s
best cuisines. Learn about
the history that has shaped
the city’s restaurant scene,
and learn why it’s becoming
a culinary hot spot for locals
and travelers alike.
Bite San Diego
619-634-8476
bitesandiego.com

SEE

Preserving a historic
aircraft carrier and the legacy
of those who serve, USS
Midway Museum inspires,
educates and entertains
visiting groups. Enter a
floating city and walk in the
footsteps of 225,000 sailors
who upheld American ideals
of strength, freedom and
peace. Explore more than 60
exhibits with a collection of
29 restored aircraft, and try
one of two flight simulators.

Docent-led and selfguided tours at San Diego
Botanic Garden are
designed to meet group
interests. An urban retreat
nestled on 37 acres in
the midst of Encinitas, the
botanic garden showcases
plants from all over the world
— nearly 4,000 different
species. Enjoy restful vistas,
flowering trees, majestic
palms and the nation’s
largest bamboo collection.

USS Midway Museum
619-544-9600
midway.org

San Diego Botanic Garden
760-436-3036, ext. 201
sdbgarden.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Visit California, San Diego Zoo, Bite San Diego, USS Midway Museum, San Diego Botanic Garden
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History comes alive at
Palm Springs Air Museum
With more than 59 flying and static
displays, Palm Springs Air Museum in
Palm Springs educates groups on the
role air power played in the preservation of American liberties and way of
life. The museum preserves, exhibits and

flies aircraft from World War II, Korea
and the Vietnam War.
“Our museum is something that has
to be experienced, whether sitting in
an open cockpit or just getting close to
these warbirds,” said Ann Greer, media

C-47 landing, Palm Springs Air Museum, Palm Springs,
Calif. Photo: Palm Springs Air Museum
Continued on page 60

WELCOME TO

Palm Springs
TOUR-FRIENDLY IN THE HEART OF PALM SPRINGS!

• Footsteps to shops, restaurants, and the casino
• Continental breakfast and motor coach parking
Call today to learn about our exclusive offer for
Group Tour Magazine readers.

palmmountainresort.com 1.800.622.9451
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Palm Springs Air Museum, Palm Springs, Calif. Photo: Palm Springs Air Museum

and public relations for Palm Springs
Air Museum. “Groups get a guided tour
of the entire museum; the length of tour
is based on the needs of the group.”
The tour includes all four hangars,
the Library and Education Center upstairs
and the outside tarmac.
adsToursTiny.qxp_Courier
7/04 Greer
1/3/17 said
3:24 PM

Discover The Huntington
Group Tours Available
Pasadena Adjacent | huntington.org

there is 86,000 square feet of climatecontrolled hangar space.
“You can take as little as 90 minutes
or as long as 2 ½ hours and still not
fully see everything,” she said. “Our
docents are the key. Many of them
actually
flew the types of aircraft on
Pa
display and will tell groups about their
personal experiences.”
The newest hangar, the Maj. Gen. Ken
Miles Hangar, features aircraft from the
Korean and Vietnam Wars, including
the F-102 Delta Dagger and the F-84F
Thunderstreak. Other displays throughout the museum include a mural of the
planes and helicopters that transported
presidents; a Cold War timeline; uniform
exhibits; and the Edward and Mona Sher
POW wall and POW Bracelet Collection,
among others.
“We hope that visitors come away

with a deeper understanding of how
aviation changed the course of our
history; with a greater appreciation for
the service that our military provides
in protecting our way of life; and with
wanting to preserve this history for
future generations,” Greer said.
Pre-arranged group tours can be
accommodated any day of the week,
but must be reserved two weeks in
advance. Tours are led by knowledgeable docents — many of whom are
veterans and former pilots who can
conduct fully escorted tours through
every hangar. Tours typically last 1 ½
to 2 hours, and a box lunch menu is
available. n
Palm Springs Air Museum
760-482-1839
palmspringsairmuseum.org

Reader Service Card #118

NEW in
2018!
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Six Flags Discovery Kingdom
BATMAN and all related characters and elements © & ™ DC COMICS (S18)

Groups love our location • Over 2800 rooms available
Ask about great packages • Contact Carrie@VisitVallejo.com
VisitVallejo.com • 800-4-VALLEJO
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Walt Disney Family Museum shares
‘man behind the magic’
With 40,000 square feet of imagination between its walls, Walt Disney
Family Museum tells the fascinating
and inspiring story of the 20th-century
American icon, Walt Disney. Located
in the Presidio of San Francisco, the
museum combines art, innovation,
storytelling and history.
“Contemporary interactive galleries
and state-of-the-art exhibits are narrated in Walt’s own voice, and feature
early drawings, cartoons, movies, music,
listening stations, more than 200 video
screens, and a spectacular model of
Disneyland,” said Emily Vann, senior
business development coordinator.
Ten interactive galleries showcase the
stories of Disney’s life, creativity, family
and the innovations he brought to his
art. Highlights include original drawings

Disney made in his youth, the earliest known drawings of Mickey Mouse,
storyboards and Disney’s 26 individual
Academy Awards.
Groups are recommended to allow
for a minimum of one to two hours to
explore the museum. Vann said Storytelling Tours are the most popular
option for groups. Self-guided discovery
also is encouraged.
“These tours present an inspirational
journey through Walt Disney’s life, and
provide them with a unique and specialized tour of our galleries,” Vann said.
“Storytellers share special stories, facts
and memories within each gallery room,
helping our guests discover more about
the life and legacy of Walt. Our Storytelling Tours are designed to educate guests
about Walt’s legacy, and inspire them to

heed their imagination and persevere in
pursuing their own goals.”
Free motorcoach parking is available in a lot directly across from the
museum. n
Walt Disney Family Museum
415-345-6815
waltdisney.org/visit/groups

Sweet!
TOURS DAILY 9am – 4pm
• Fun, interactive and
sensory exhibits
• Retail Store and Café
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane • Fairfield, CA
JellyBelly.com • 800-953-5592
© 2018 Jelly Belly Candy Company
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Admire primeval forest at Armstrong
Redwoods State Natural Reserve
A canopy of old- and second-growth
redwood filters the California sun
from the forest floor at the Armstrong
Redwoods State Natural Reserve. The
mottled light isn’t enough to support an
undergrowth, so forest creatures make
homes elsewhere. With rarely a bird or
ground creature in earshot, only steps
into the grove, it is truly quiet.
Part of the coastal rainforest found in
Sonoma County, the reserve welcomes
visitors to experience history, awe and
mindfulness unavailable elsewhere.
Michele Luna, executive director for
Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods,
invites groups to walk among the world’s
tallest living species and to visit the Discovery Trail’s tree-hugging platform.
“It is hard to beat this place,” Luna
said of the 805 acres located in a canyon,

2 miles north of Guerneville. “It is a
fabulous state park.”
Groups can reserve a docent-led tour
on the Stewards’ website. There is a fee
for a private tour.
A picnic area can be reserved as
well. There are two in the grove; both
are three-quarters of a mile from the
entrance.
The Armstrong Visitor Center includes a nature store; a second store, the
Forest to the Sea Nature Store, is located
in downtown Guerneville.
The reserve boasts an outdoor
amphitheater, a fairy circle and nearly
9 miles of hiking trails. It hosts the
annual Old Grove Festival, which takes
place in September.
According to Luna, there are three
trees not-to-miss in the grove: the Colonel Armstrong Tree, the Parson Jones
and the Icicle Tree.
At 1,400 years old, the redwood
named after the founder of the reserve,
Col. James Armstrong, is the oldest in
the grove.
The Parson Jones Tree, the tallest
tree in the grove, is more than 310 feet
high. If laid flat, it would be longer than
a football field.
The burls (bulbous growths) on one
tree are reminiscent of icicle formations
and give it its nickname, the Icicle Tree.
There is a drop-off location for

Forest stream, Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve, Guerneville, Calif. Photo: sonomacounty.com

Fungi blossoms, Armstrong Redwoods State Natural
Reserve, Guerneville, Calif. Photo: sonomacounty.com

motorcoaches; parking is available at the
nearby Park & Ride lot. n
Armstrong Redwoods State
Natural Reserve
707-869-2015
parks.ca.gov
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your mustshop stop in
California

SAVE UP TO 65% AT OVER 60
BRAND-NAME STORES
MICHAEL KORS • NIKE FACTORY STORE • POTTERY BARN OUTLET
COACH • H&M • LEVI’S® OUTLET STORE • LE CREUSET
BANANA REPUBLIC FACTORY STORE • CALVIN KLEIN
EXPRESS FACTORY OUTLET • TOMMY HILFIGER • LE CREUSET
OSHKOSH B’GOSH • AMERICAN EAGLE OUTFITTERS

TEJONOUTLETS.COM
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Located just 40 min. north of
Los Angeles, off California's I-5.

california

Soar through the redwoods
with Sonoma Canopy Tours
Panoramic forest views and thrillingly deep ravines are just a few of
the sights that make up the courses at
Sonoma Canopy Tours in Occidental.
Groups experience an adrenaline rush
in the heart of a redwood forest.

Reader Service Card #150

sonoma wine country

Find the perfect food, wine and
unique group tour experience in
San Francisco’s wine country.
1.800.576.6662
SonomaCounty.com
Reader Service Card #150
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“Our canopy tour is a high-adrenaline experience that is especially
enhanced by the social interaction with
family and friends 20 stories high in the
redwoods,” said A.J. Ward, who handles
sales and marketing for Sonoma Canopy
Tours. “You get to watch people you
care about experience fear, exhilaration,
triumph and bliss. Plus, it’s the perfect
place to snap some amazing selfies that
will make anyone who didn’t join you
jealous!”
Groups can choose from two courses, Forest Flight and Tree Tops, each
lasting 2 ½ hours. The courses include a
guided eco-tour with multiple zip lines,
sky bridges, a majestic spiral staircase
and a rappel to the forest floor.
“Forest Flight offers you the chance
to see the Redwoods at 200 feet above
the ground,” Ward said. “You’ll experience seven zip lines, speeds of up to 30
mph, hand braking, sky bridges and a
rappel.”
For the Tree Tops course, participants are fitted with a specially-designed
harness, as speeds reach up to 40 mph.
“Our Tree Tops Course is our fastest, highest and longest course,” Ward
said. “Seven zips, two sky bridges and a
rappel round out this adventure, along
with a guide who will help you see the
redwoods like you’ve never seen them
before.”
Sonoma Canopy Tours can accommodate groups up to 150 people.
“You will definitely get to see your
other group members up in the trees,
maybe heckle them a little, and if you’re
really lucky, zip over them,” Ward said.
Sonoma Canopy Tours partners with
area establishments to help round out
the group experience.
“We have several proud partnerships including the Union Hotel Bistro
in Occidental, where our customers can
enjoy some free bruschetta after their
tour,” Ward said. “Or, take advantage of
discounts on your zip tour by staying at

Sonoma Canopy Tours, Occidental, Calif.
Photo: Sonoma Canopy Tours

the Inn at Occidental.”
To book a group, Ward recommends
filling out the group registration form
on Sonoma Canopy Tours’ website.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Sonoma Canopy Tours
833-227-8510
sonomacanopytours.com

california

Dine with Pacific views at Cliff House
At the 1909 neoclassical-style Cliff
House, nearly a century of history was
revitalized with a 2004 restoration.
Magnificent views of Ocean Beach add
to the historic ambiance. And if visiting
groups are lucky, they may even spot
some whales right below their tables.
“Whether the group is in the mood
for a casual fun afternoon or an elegant
evening out, there is always something
to enjoy at the Cliff House,” said Virginia
Casey, director of private dining. “Our
groups experience delicious food, a jaw
dropping view from both dining rooms
and a quintessential San Francisco experience steeped in history.”
Sutro’s, a stylish yet casual restaurant
with two-story windows and stunning
panoramic ocean views, has something to see from every angle. From the
famous Seal Rocks to the Sutro Bath
ruins and the entry to the Golden Gate,

groups can admire the Pacific Ocean
while watching cruise ships sail by.
The casual Bistro Restaurant has a
classic San Francisco menu for breakfast,
lunch or dinner with more amazing
views of Ocean Beach. Whales migrate
north from Baja for the summer, and the
show is always impressive.
“We offer large-party seating in the
Bistro and the Sutros dining rooms for
groups of 17–40 people with a preset
menu,” Casey said. “Groups of these
sizes do not need to book the private
event space.”
The Cliff House gift shop is located
in the Sutro’s wing and offers historic
memorabilia, unusual gifts, local handmade crafts and coastal travel books. n

Bistro, Cliff House, San Francisco, Calif.
Photo: Cliff House

Cliff House
415-386-3330
cliffhouse.com

Reader Service Card #103
415.981.PIER

PIER39.com

Sutro’s, Cliff House, San Francisco, Calif. Photo: Cliff House
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Colorado
Colorado Springs

Colorado Springs offers more than 55 area attractions,
from trains and museums to parks and a zoo. Situated just
east of the state’s geographic center, the city is located 61
miles south of Denver.
“With Colorado’s natural beauty just minutes from
downtown, groups can experience the geologic wonders of
Pikes Peak – America’s Mountain and Garden of the Gods
Park,” said Floy Kennedy, director of travel industry sales for
the Colorado Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau. “From
hiking among magnificent rock formations to spending a day
touring museums and the Colorado Springs Olympic Training
Center, groups will never run out of ways to connect with and
experience the region. Colorado Springs is an excellent choice
for group travel.”
Colorado Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau
719-635-7506
visitcos.com

LEARN

The only institution
collecting the history of
Colorado Springs and the
Pikes Peak region, Colorado
Springs Pioneers Museum
offers guided and self-guided
programs. Groups can
choose one of four guided
tour themes: Journey to Pikes
Peak, Art & Architecture,
Innovation & Imagination, or
The Story of Us.
Colorado Springs
Pioneers Museum
719-385-5990
cspm.org

Photos: visitcos.com
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UNWIND

Customized programs
are available at Garden of
the Gods Visitor & Nature
Center, where exhibits and
guided tours complement
spectacular views. Be sure
to experience the new
Geo-Trekker Theater before
entering the park. Schedule
a step-on guide or enjoy a
tailored walk. Groups may eat
in the cafe or at the terrace
overlooking the park.
Garden of the Gods Visitor
& Nature Center
719-219-0105
gardenofgods.com

DO

RIDE

Take a walk on the wild
side with a Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo tour. The
zoo connects groups with
wildlife through experiences
that inspire action. Choose
an animal encounter, spend
time with a zookeeper, or
learn from an expert in animal
health and behavior. In
Animal Care 101, guests can
meet real animal examples
and practice healthy pet care
through hands-on activities.

Enter Hell’s Gate to see
five states from the top of a
Colorado fourteener when
groups crest Pikes Peak
aboard the Pikes Peak Cog
Railway in Manitou Springs.
The Swiss-made trains of
Pikes Peak Cog Railway take
visitors on guided 8.9-mile
journeys of postcard-picture
scenery with towering forests
and canyons. A special rate
is offered for groups of 25 or
more.

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
719-633-9925
cmzoo.org

Pikes Peak Cog Railway
719-685-5401
cograilway.com

colorado

Go behind the scenes of tea-making
at Celestial Seasonings
In 1969, a young man by the name
of Mo Siegel went into the Colorado
woods to pick a handful of edible herbs
and plants. He later brewed a cup of
tea. From that cup of tea, an entire tea
empire has grown into 1.6 billion cups
of Celestial Seasonings tea every year.
At the Celestial Seasonings headquarters in Boulder, groups can go behind the scenes to get a look at America’s
top specialty tea.
The 50-minute tour starts with a
brief video introduction that shares the
history of tea and the company. The film
describes the tea-making process and
shows some of the equipment up close.
After the movie, groups put on hair
and beard nets, and walk about a third
of a mile to the production facility. There
is no place to sit during the production

facility tour, so participants must be able
to stand and walk for a minimum of
40–45 minutes.
Once inside the facility, visitors learn
about the process for milling, mixing
and packaging. A highlight of the tour is
the option of going into the mint room.
“Mint is very powerful and needs to
be isolated from the other herbs,” said
Debbie Smith, tour guide. “People have
the option of stepping out of the room if
the smell is too much.”
At the end of the tour, guests exit
through the gift shop, where approximately 90 teas are available for tasting.
It’s the only brick and mortar store in the
world where all the Celestial Seasonings
teas are available for sale. The gift shop
also has an art gallery that showcases
the iconic artwork that has appeared on

Celestial Seasoning tea boxes.
“It’s important to make group tour
reservations as early as possible, as tours
fill up fast,” Smith said. “During the
summer months, there can be up to 900
people a day taking tours.”
Groups are asked to arrive 15 minutes prior to their scheduled tour.
Before or after a tour, visit Celestial
Café. The cafe offers a variety of meals
for breakfast and lunch in East Boulder’s
Gunbarrel neighborhood, just behind
the Tour Center.
Staying in Boulder? There are plenty
of other attractions to experience, such
as Leanin’ Tree Museum and Sculpture
Garden of Western Art, Pearl Street
Mall, Chautauqua Park and Avery Brewing Company. n
Celestial Seasonings
303-581-1266
celestialseasonings.com

You never know what you’ll come across.
So bring your group to the Royal Gorge Bridge & Park. Come now. Fly into the
sun. Laugh into the wind. Stop and hold hands while you stare off America’s
highest suspension bridge. And we promise, you will all come across
something brand new. For information about group tickets and sales,
visit RoyalGorgeBridge.com. Open 365 days a year.
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BDT Stage entertains in Boulder
There aren’t many theaters where
the stars of the show do double duty.
But that’s what happens at BDT Stage in
Boulder.
The stars — several of whom have
been cast in TV and films, and even
nominated for Academy Awards —
serve patrons a gourmet dinner and
then perform a Broadway-quality show.
Ross Haley, a music teacher at Boulder High School, established BDT Stage
(Boulder’s Dinner Theatre Stage) in 1977.
“He produced Jesus Christ Superstar
at the school and it was so good that
parents wanted him to start a dinner
theater in Boulder,” said Renae Steinbacher, group marketing director.
Haley, along with eight investors,
founded the theater, which is now
known as BDT Stage.
“They envisioned a dinner theater

that would provide patrons with a total
evening of entertainment: sophisticated
and elegant dining coupled with the
color and excitement of Broadway musicals performed by professional actors,”
Steinbacher said.
Parties as small as 12 will enjoy
group ticket rates and perks such as
group recognition from the stage, a
complimentary ticket for motorcoach
drivers and a private question-andanswer session with performers after
the show (with pre-arrangements). For
groups of 265 or more, BDT Stage will
host a private, full house party.
Past productions at BDT Stage
include The Addams Family, Fiddler on
the Roof, Wizard of Oz and Shrek, with
upcoming features such as Always…
Patsy Cline and The Little Mermaid.
Menu selections vary from mild bean
and corn tamales and gorgonzola prime

Old Town Museum

The Addams Family, BDT Stage, Boulder
Photo: BDT Stage

rib alfredo to vegetable coconut curry
and a chef’s special that changes daily.
With the elaborate costumes, colorful
sets, meet and greets with performers
and gourmet food, this is an experience
no group will soon forget.
BDT Stage offers free motorcoach
and handicap parking in its large north
parking lot. n
BDT Stage
303-449-6000, ext. 6
bdtstage.com

#1 Scenic Railroad

Burlington, CO

Journey back in Time
Nestled in the heart of Colorado’s Central
Plains, this 6½ acre historic site includes
21 fully restored buildings with authentic
artifacts from the turn-of-the-century.
Easily accessible from I-70 near the
Colorado/Kansas border, Old Town
Museum celebrates local agriculture,
history and heritage.
Old Town is available for rentals, including
weddings, family reunions, bus/RV tour
groups and business meetings.
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Add a trip to Colorado’s backyard
to your groups itinerary!

Group Tour
Packages Include:
• Wild West Dinner Theatre

Meal and Cancan Show with Live Gunfight!

• Tour of Museum

SURPRISINGLY
SIMPLE TO BOOK!

• Visit to Kit Carson County Carousel

Just 2 Hours East of Denver off I-70 • www.BurlingtonColo.com/OldTown • 1-800-288-1334

CUMBRESTOLTEC.COM/GROUPS
1-877-890-2737
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Idaho
Wallace

The richest mining town still in existence, Wallace continues
its run as the world’s largest silver producer. At 1.3 billion ounces
mined (and still counting), silver is a big reason why the city is a
national landmark.
“Wallace is a storybook kind of place,” said Dave Copelan,
coordinator at the Historic Wallace Chamber of Commerce. “It’s
a picturesque town, entirely listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, and nestled between wild rivers and streams,
and among deep wooded canyons and abundant wildlife.”
Begin uncovering Wallace’s mining history and natural beauty.
Historic Wallace Chamber of Commerce
208-753-7151
wallaceidahochamber.com
Visit Idaho
208-334-2470
visitidaho.org

SEE

Let Northern Pacific
Depot Railroad Museum
take groups back to when
railroads were the king
of transportation. Open
seasonally, exhibits tell the
rich history of railroading in
the Coeur d’Alene Mining
District and the depot itself.
The depot was constructed
in 1901 with bricks from the
Olympian Hotel.
Northern Pacific Depot
Railroad Museum
208-752-0111
npdepot.org

BIKE

The “crown jewel” of railto-trail adventures, Route of
the Hiawatha is a 15-mile
mountain bike or hike trail
with 10 tunnels and seven
trestles. The best part? It’s all
downhill, with shuttle buses
to transport groups and
their bikes back to the start.
Bike rentals are available at
Lookout Pass Ski Area, just
12 miles east of Wallace.
Groups of 10 or more receive
a discount.
Route of the Hiawatha
208-744-1301
ridethehiawatha.com

LEARN

Through a historical
repository of written, graphical
and 3-D objects, Wallace
District Mining Museum
tells the story of the Coeur
d’Alene Mining District. The
museum offers a series of
exhibits on mining, The Mine
Wars, the Great Fires of 1910,
the sex trade and the movie,
Dante’s Peak. The gift shop
is Wallace’s premier outlet for
silver coins and bullion.
Wallace District
Mining Museum
208-556-1592
wallaceminingmuseum.org

SOAR

Offering a total of 10 zip
lines on 250 acres of privately
owned mountainous terrain,
Silver Streak Zipline Tours
give visitors a chance to
enjoy nature at its finest. The
group can reach heights up to
300–400 feet above ground.
The excitement begins with a
14-minute drive up the scenic
mountain road. Tours typically
last about 2 ½ hours.
Silver Streak Zipline Tours
208-556-1690
silverstreakziplinetours.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Visit Idaho, Visit Idaho, Visit Idaho, Wallace District Mining Museum, Silver Streak Zipline Tours
GroupTour.com
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Boise, Idaho

Meet the Pacific Northwest
city on the rise By Kelsey Smith

a

mid the rolling foothills
that encompass Idaho’s
capital city, vivid urban
streets echo with lively
nightlife, college football
fans, an active arts
district and a serious
craft beer scene. But
first, there’s a rule all groups should learn
before visiting Boise: knowing how it’s pronounced. It’s expressed as “BOY-see,” and
proud locals are quick to enlighten those
new to the area.
In Boise, groups can’t go far without
encountering elaborate art — within both
galleries and city blocks. Visitors can stroll
by Freak Alley Gallery, the largest outdoor
gallery in the Northwest, featuring a diverse
collection of bright changing murals.

Boise, Idaho, Photos: Boise CVB
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“Boise has something for everyone,”
said Carrie Westergard, executive director
of the Boise Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“We have over 21 nonstop flight destinations, boutique hotels and a vibrant, walkable downtown with a plethora of things to
do. Groups can hike the foothill trails, float
the river, see a Boise State game on the
blue turf, visit the World Center for Birds of
Prey or check out the only Basque Cultural
Museum in the country, to name a few.”

Indulgent eats

Boise is home to a flourishing culinary scene, which is consistently gaining
national attention. Stroll down Eighth Street,
the city’s “restaurant row,” and find new
and expanding farm-to-table restaurants,

ranging from hip bistros to ethnic eateries. When visiting, groups must try Idaho’s
most-renowned food export. Boise Fry
Company offers spuds of six varieties with
accompanying dipping sauces and serves
up burgers on the side.
Be sure to save room for dessert.
Boise boasts a handful of sweet shops
that will tempt even the strongest-willed.
A visit to The STIL Ice Cream Shop (aka
the Sweetest Things in Life) will wow
taste buds by scooping up handcrafted
artisanal ice cream packed with local
and natural ingredients. The STIL also
offers floats and beer, wine and espresso
pairings. Try Licking the Spoon (brownie
batter) or the boozy Ed & Carl Take Reno
(honey bourbon).
For pastry fans, Guru Donuts prepares

from-scratch classic and creative flavors
daily, with vegan options available. Stop
in and order the Maple Bacon Bar or
Hipsterberry, but get there early — they
sell out fast.

Get outside

With 130 miles of trails to bike, run
and hike just in the Boise Foothills alone,
groups are sure to find a sense of outdoor
adventure within the City of Trees. Running
along the Boise River, the Greenbelt is a
25-mile paved pathway winding through
the heart of the city, sharing expansive
views and access to riverside parks.
For groups with thrill-seekers, the Boise
Whitewater Park is a great spot to hit. The
premier urban park offers the chance to
surf, kayak and stand-up paddle board in
the Boise River.
Another major activity for Boisians and
visitors alike is whitewater rafting. Located
45 minutes outside of Boise, Cascade
Raft & Kayak is the first and largest raft
company on the Payette River. Groups
can choose to take a leisurely, scenic float
down the river, or an exhilarating trip filled
with splashes and Class III–IV rapids.

Brews and bubbly

If there’s one word to describe Boise’s
brewery vibe, it’s “soaring.” The greater
Boise area is home to more than 19
breweries, including Idaho’s largest craft
brewer, Payette Brewing Company. Payette
produces over 25 different beers and offers weekly tours revealing the brewery’s
history and brewing process.
As for Idaho’s fastest-growing agricultural industry? Think of something on the
sweeter side. With a high-desert climate
and rich volcanic-ash soil, Idaho produces
a wide range of award-winning wines, with
nearly 30 vineyards and wineries within a
short drive of Boise.
Downtown, groups can sip on Idaho’s
distinct flavors at Bodovino, a cozy hangout with savory tapas and the largest collection of wine taps in the country. Tucked
along the Greenbelt and just feet from the

Boise River in nearby Garden City, Telaya
Wine Co. specializes in pouring handcrafted wines with a view.
Telaya winemakers and owners Earl
and Carrie Sullivan began producing wine
back in 2008, and they encourage groups
to unwind and create new memories with
a glass of vino in hand. The name “Telaya”
stems from the husband-and-wife team’s
two favorite places: the Teton Range in
Wyoming and la playa, Spanish for beach.
“We really want people to find an
escape from the day to day, and to come
into the tasting room to be treated well with
a great wine,” Earl Sullivan said. “We want
people to enjoy the view and the company.”

Basque heritage

As the most populous city in Idaho,
Boise’s welcoming nature is reflected in its
Basque community, the largest concentrated
population outside of the Basque Country
in Spain. Boise has long been a central
location where immigrants congregated after
coming to the United States.
Located downtown, the Basque Museum and Cultural Center in the “Basque
Block” offers an inside look into Basque
language, history, dance and music
through guided tours, collections and exhibits. The facility was established in 1985,
originally as a small museum inside the
Cyrus Jacobs-Uberuaga Boarding House.
Today, the restored boarding house is
open for tours and is the oldest surviving
brick structure in Boise.
After learning about Basque culture,
walk across Grove Street to get a taste
of it. The Basque Market serves Spanishstyle tapas, sells specialty foods and
wines, and is famous for its larger-than-life
paellas. Since opening in 2000, the market
has become a leader in Basque catering
and can prepare paellas for 300 or more
guests. For other Basque eats, check out
Bar Gernika or Leku Ona nearby. n

Boise CVB
208-344-7777
boise.org

From Top to Bottom: Wine, Telaya Wine Co., Garden City, Idaho, Photo: Telaya Wine Co. Ice cream flight, The
STIL Ice Cream Shop, Boise, Idaho, Photo: Kimberlee Miller Photography; Whitewater rafting, Idaho; Boise,
Idaho, Photos: Boise CVB; Freak Alley Gallery, Boise, Idaho, Photo: Boise CVB
GroupTour.com
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Kansas
Topeka

As the capital of Kansas since 1861, Topeka has a rich
history — including a landmark U.S. Supreme Court case and
Native American origins. Attractions throughout the city reveal
stories about the crossroads to freedom, from pre-Civil War
battles to America’s enduring struggles.
“Topeka is a wonderful destination for groups,” said Amy
McCarter, vice president of communications for Visit Topeka.
“From our welcoming community members to interesting
and beautiful attractions, to shopping and dining, Topeka has
something for everyone.”
Contact Visit Topeka for more information about the latest
tours and itineraries.
Visit Topeka
785-234-1030
visittopeka.com

DO

STROLL

Displaying 38 military
aircraft, the Combat Air
Museum at the Topeka
Regional Airport showcases
combat aviation from WWI to
present day. Static displays
include missiles, rockets,
artifacts, dioramas and
aircraft engines. The Air
Heritage Gallery features
more than 50 paintings,
models, and numerous
photographs and prints.
Guides are available for tours.

Old Prairie Town at
Ward-Meade Historic
Site, located on the Oregon
Trail, is a 6-acre site that
includes the 2.5-acre WardMeade Botanical Garden.
The garden preserves the
family history of one of
the area’s earliest settlers.
The historic 1880 Everest
Church and a one-room
schoolhouse also are onsite, as well as the Santa Fe
Train Depot.

Kansas Historical Society
offers free historic tours of
the Kansas State Capitol.
Highlights include murals
by David H. Overmyer,
the ceremonial governor’s
office, the Senate Chamber
and Representative Hall,
and the ornate Old Kansas
Supreme Court. Dome tours
also are available for group
members who are able to
climb 296 steps (no elevator
is available).

Combat Air Museum
785-862-3303
combatairmuseum.org

Old Prairie Town at
Ward-Meade Historic Site
785-251-2989

Kansas Historical Society
785-296-3966
kshs.org/capitol

Left to right: Creative Commons, Creative Commons, Ben Smith, Kansas Tourism
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LEARN

On May 17, 1954, in a
unanimous 9-0 decision, the
U.S. Supreme Court deemed
segregation in educational
facilities unequal and
unconstitutional. The Brown
v. Board of Education
National Historic Site
allows groups to more fully
understand how the ruling
served as a major catalyst for
the civil rights movement.
Brown v. Board of
Education National
Historic Site
785-354-4273
nps.gov/brvb

Reader Service Card #171
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Botanica plants seeds for
horticulture enthusiasm
Through educational, artistic and
cultural experiences, Botanica in Wichita
has been expanding public awareness of
horticulture since 1987. The site’s gardens
and programs educate groups on how
nature can improve their daily lives.
“Guided group tours allow visitors to
explore the history and unique aspects
of some of Botanica’s magical gardens,”
said Kristi Conkle, volunteer services
coordinator.
Many tour options are available to
groups, including the interactive Sense
of Nature tour.
“Visitors step into a living kaleidoscope of over 30 themed gardens and
exhibits,” Conkle said. “Groups can
participate in a personalized tour with a
sensory experience like no other. Visitors
will see, smell, touch and yes, taste the
gardens. Imagine a place where dreaming
is encouraged as you walk underneath
the rainbow and become a kid again in
the Downing Children’s Garden.”
Groups enjoy the stroll while exploring plants, flowers and the history of
Botanica over the past 30 years. The tour
can be ended with tea and cookies in the
Chinese Garden of Friendship.
“Afterward, they may stay a little
longer to enjoy the gardens, take photographs and further delight their senses,”
Conkle said. “On all the tour options,
74
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visitors explore the garden’s history,
plants and seasonal highlights with a
Garden Ambassador through a personalized walking tour.”
Lunchtime Lectures are held every
Wednesday from January through
November in the Terrace Event Room,
which overlooks the gardens. Featured
speakers give talks on topics ranging
from gardening to history and the community. Upcoming topics include Historic Homes in Wichita, Stone Arch Cellars
of the Flint Hills and Indoor Gardening

in a Dish. Groups that plan on attending
should call ahead to reserve lunch.
Conkle said groups also are welcome to dine in the Garden Café with
advanced notice. Visitors should feel
free to browse the unique gifts in the gift
shop, including honey from the hives at
Botanica. n
Botanica
316-264-0448
botanica.org

Top to bottom: Fountain, Botanica, Wichita, Kan. Photo: John Moody; Botanica, Wichita, Kan. Photo: Tom Gdisis
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Montana
Bozeman

Nestled between four mountain ranges and only 90
minutes from Yellowstone National Park, Bozeman is a scenic
college town and an outdoorsman’s paradise. With worldclass access to fishing, skiing, hiking and rafting, and a
surprisingly vibrant cultural scene, it’s no wonder why groups
flock to southwest Montana.
The city is named after John M. Bozeman, who
established the Bozeman Trail, a new northern path off the
Oregon Trail, in 1863. Bozeman Convention & Visitors Bureau
invites groups to explore the history at museums and within
the surrounding natural beauty.
Bozeman Convention & Visitors Bureau
406-586-5421
bozemancvb.com

LEARN

Even technophobes
will enjoy the American
Computer & Robotics
Museum, where groups
can learn about computer
evolution. Exhibits include
antique office equipment,
like typewriters and cash
registers. See a 30,000year timeline that merges
ancient cave paintings to
the modern Internet.
American Computer
& Robotics Museum
406-582-1288
compustory.com

SEE

DO

A grizzly bear education
sanctuary, Montana Grizzly
Encounter provides a
spacious and natural home
for rescued grizzlies. It also
offers a place for groups
to safely watch bears up
close in a beautiful mountain
setting. All of the bears were
born in and rescued from
unfortunate captive situations,
but their new habitat helps
educate guests about bear
safety and conservation.

With more than 35
years of group outfitting
experience, Montana
Troutfitters’ expert guides
offer float, wade and spring
creek fishing trips. Located
in the Gallatin River valley,
the Bozeman area offers
several angling opportunities.
Not only can Montana
Troutfitters arrange trips,
but also accommodations,
meals, and transportation to
and from the river.

Montana Grizzly Encounter
406-586-8893
grizzlyencounter.org

Montana Troutfitters
406-587-4707
troutfitters.com

DISCOVER

Museum of the Rockies
is renowned for displaying an
extensive collection of dinosaur
fossils, including a full-scale
Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton.
Visitors can delight in changing
exhibits from around the world,
permanent indoor and outdoor
history exhibits, planetarium
shows and educational
programs. A variety of
workshops and lectures are
available to groups.
Museum of the Rockies
406-994-2251
museumoftherockies.org

Left to right: American Computer & Robotics Museum, Montana Grizzly Encounter, Creative Commons, Public domain
GroupTour.com
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MONTANA

Dig into paleontology at
Two Medicine Dinosaur Center
Groups stepping off the motorcoach
at Two Medicine Dinosaur Center
(TMDC) in Bynum should be prepared
to roll up their sleeves. The mission of
the center is to provide hands-on educational experiences for the public, either
inside at the museum proper or outside
at one of the area’s active dig sites.
Established in 1995, TMDC has attracted more than 5,000 visitors a year
to north-central Montana. Bynum is on
U.S. 89, an hour from Glacier, just over
an hour from Great Falls and just under
4 hours from Missoula. It is part of the
state’s Dinosaur Trail.
The paleontological field programs,
exhibits and a dedicated staff provide
one of the only museum-based field
programs open to the general public in
the state. It also is one of only two dinosaur research facilities in Montana.
A small museum gallery displays
a variety of fossils, from dinosaurs to
plants, and cultural artifacts. The brickand-mortar museum is base for research
collections of new species of dinosaurs
and other prehistoric life.
On permanent display are some of
Montana’s most rare fossil discoveries,
including the first infant Maiasaura
bones from nearby Egg Mountain and
a life-size model of the world’s largest
76
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dinosaur, a 137-foot Seismosaurus.
For groups that want to experience a field program, there is a variety,
including time at a dig site. Public dig
programs range in time from half-day
to multiday experiences. The half-day
program explores fossil identification,
surface mapping and field search, plus
the local and geologic history en route
to the field sites.
The “Block of Bones” or BOB site

may be the most significant, because
paleontological finds include at least
five tyrannosaurs and at least seven
hadrosaurs. And both may be possible
newfound species.
Special rates are available for groups.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Two Medicine Dinosaur Center
800-238-6873
tmdinosaurcenter.org

Top to bottom: Museum display, Two Medicine Dinosaur Center, Bynum, Mont. Photo: Donnie Sexton;
Field program, Two Medicine Dinosaur Center, Bynum, Mont. Photo: Donnie Sexton
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Nebraska
Kearney

Every year from late February to early April, more than 600,000
Sandhill Cranes migrate on the Platte River valley to “fuel up”
before resuming their northward migration. The Kearney area
offers a variety of crane-viewing experiences while more than 80
percent of the world’s Sandhill Crane population converges.
“The Archway, spanning Interstate-80 in Kearney, provides
a historical stop for motorcoaches,” said Krystal Webster,
production coordinator and event services for Kearney Visitors
Bureau. “It commemorates the Mormon, Oregon and California
trails that passed through the area. And with over 1,750 hotel
rooms, an assortment of restaurants and a unique shopping
experience in our historic downtown, Kearney can accommodate
any tour budget.”
Kearney Visitors Bureau
308-237-3178
visitkearney.org

SEE

DISCOVER

Crane River Theater is
a professional production
company that recruits
professionals from across
the country and provides a
home for the presentation,
education and promotion of
the arts. Productions in the
2018 season include The
Secret Garden, The Boys
Next Door, Madagascar,
Annie, Celebrate Broadway,
The Last Five Years and Let
It Snow.

More than 200
automobiles illustrate the
diversity, evolution and art
of the automobile and its
role in people’s lives at
Classic Car Collection. The
50,000-square-foot display
area is on the east side of
Kearney’s Cabela’s building.
The collection includes several
rare and historic vehicles,
including a one-of-a-kind 1938
Rolls Royce Wraith Limo and
two Locomobiles.

Crane River Theater
308-627-5796
cranerivertheater.org

Classic Car Collection
308-234-1964
ccckearney.com

LEARN

Showcasing the history
and culture of Kearney and
the larger Great Plains region,
the G.W. Frank Museum of
History and Culture is listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places and is located
at the University of Nebraska
Kearney. The museum is
constructed of Colorado
Red Sandstone mined from
Wyoming.
G.W. Frank Museum of
History and Culture
308-865-8284
unk.edu/offices/
frankhouse

SIP

Owned and Operated
by the McFarland family
since 2001, Mac’s Creek
Wine Bar is committed to
sustainable craftsmanship.
Guests receive a Mac’s Creek
Wine card to use at each of
the wine dispensers. Choose
from a 1-ounce sample, a
3.5-ounce (1/2 glass) pour or
a full 7-ounce glass of wine.
Be sure to try the artisan
cheese and meat platters —
perfect for groups.
Mac’s Creek Wine Bar
308-455-4932
macscreekwines.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Kearney Visitors Bureau, Crane River Theater, Kearney Visitors Bureau, Creative Commons, Mac’s Creek Wine Bar
GroupTour.com
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NEBRASKA

See spectacular works at
Sheldon Museum of Art
A staggering 12,000-plus artworks
in diverse media are held at the Sheldon
Museum of Art in Lincoln, a comprehensive collection of American art
that includes prominent holdings of

19th-century landscape and still life,
American impressionism, abstract
expressionism, pop, minimalism and
contemporary art.
The works represent the collections
of the Sheldon Art Association and the
University of Nebraska. The pieces are
housed in a University of Nebraska–
Lincoln campus building designed
by iconic American architect Philip
Johnson (July 8, 1906–Jan. 25, 2005).
Johnson, the first director of the department of architecture at New York City’s
Museum of Modern Art, was famous for
such buildings as the 34-story elliptical
tower known as the Lipstick Building in
midtown Manhattan.
“The museum houses a permanent
collection of international distinction in a
landmark building,” said Ann Gradwohl,

public relations and marketing manager.
“Additionally, over 30 outdoor sculptures
from the museum’s collection have been
installed throughout the campus.”
Collection highlights include paintings by Georgia O’Keeffe, Mary Cassatt,
Edward Hopper and Mark Rothko; photography by Ansel Adams, William Klein
and Diane Arbus; and drawings by Susan
Hauptman and John Singleton Copley,
among many other prominent artists.
There are works representing American modernism, geometric abstraction,
recent acquisitions, and of course, an
extensive sculpture collection, which
includes outdoor pieces. There are major
works by British multimedia artist Yinka
Shonibare and American minimalist
sculptor Richard Serra, among others.
Best of all, it’s free for groups to see
both the collections in the museum and
the outdoor sculptures, and visits may
be tailored to the group’s interests.
Group travel planners are encouraged to complete the tour request form
available on the museum’s website.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Sheldon Museum of Art
402-472-2092
vlin@unl.edu
sheldonartmuseum.org

All photos: Sheldon Museum of Art, Lincoln, Neb. Photo: Sheldon Museum of Art
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Nevada
Boulder City

Only 30 minutes from the bright lights of Las Vegas, Boulder
City is where thrill seekers can take in the best of the Mojave
Desert. The city is home to Nevada’s number one tourist
attraction, Hoover Dam, which was originally known as Boulder
Dam from 1933 to 1947.
When Boulder Dam workers arrived, they set up campsites,
and the Bureau of Reclamation built the housing compound that
would become Boulder City. And the layout of today’s Boulder
City hasn’t changed much, thanks to residents holding on to the
city’s roots. Discover the history and thrills at the following four
group-friendly attractions.
Boulder City, Nevada
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority
702-892-7575
visitbouldercity.com

SEE

RELAX

Every year, nearly 1
million visitors tour the
Hoover Dam in the Black
Canyon of the Colorado
River, only 30 minutes from
Boulder City. Since 1937,
the Bureau of Reclamation
has conducted tours through
the dam and its power plant.
Tours last one hour and
offer guided exploration
into lesser-known parts and
passageways of the large
concrete structure.

Groups can admire
Nevada’s breathtaking
vistas, incredible rock
formations and clear, blue
waters with Lake Mead
Cruises. Landmarks
include Fortification Hill, the
Arizona Paint Pots and the
magnificent Hoover Dam.
Groups also can dine under
the stars with evening dinner
cruises, when a crew serves
up entrees of beef, chicken,
seafood or pasta.

Bureau of Reclamation
702-494-2517
usbr.gov/lc/hooverdam

Lake Mead Cruises
866-292-9191
lakemeadcruises.com

RIDE

Board the Nevada
Southern Railway excursion
train at the Nevada State
Railroad Museum.
Groups can experience
the 1930s, when the
line was constructed to
service the Boulder Dam
project. Rides last about 35
minutes. Part of the Nevada
Department of Cultural
Affairs, the museum has four
operational diesel locatives.
Nevada State
Railroad Museum
702-486-5933
nevadasouthern.com

ZIP

Soar from the
mountaintops with Flightlinez
Bootleg Canyon. The most
popular zip line tour boasts
1.5 miles of zip lines that
span over four distinct runs.
Groups will be captivated by
the scenic desert landscape
and vast blue skies, and
knowledgeable guides provide
historical, geological and
ecological information. Sunset
and Moonlight tours are
available upon request.
Flightlinez Bootleg Canyon
702-293-6885
flightlinezbootleg.com

Left to right: Las Vegas News Bureau, Aramark, Creative Commons, Flightlinez Bootleg Canyon
GroupTour.com
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The Mob Museum
captivates groups
with crime history
There are two sides to every story
— and then there’s the truth. The Mob
Museum, the National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement, is
a world-class destination in downtown
Las Vegas that presents an exciting and
authentic view of the mob’s impact on
city history and the world.
With tales so intriguing they need no
embellishment, the museum reveals an
insider’s look at the events and people on
both sides of the mob’s continuing battle.
True stories are brought to life in a bold
and contemporary style via engaging exhibits and multi-sensory experiences. The
museum puts the visitor in the middle
of the action through high-tech theater
presentations, one-of-a-kind artifacts and
interactive, themed environments.
Guided tours provide guests with a
narrated, interactive history. Tours typically
last 90 minutes, and every tour is unique as
each guide brings his or her own personal
interpretation and storytelling to the experience. Audio tours in English, Spanish,
Mandarin, Portuguese, German, Italian
and French also are available.
The Mob Museum has acquired
some of the most iconic artifacts in mob
history, including the brick wall from
the 1929 St. Valentine’s Day Massacre in
Chicago. The museum opened on Valentine’s Day in 2012, the 79th anniversary

“St. Valentine’s Day Massacre” exhibit, The Mob Museum, Las Vegas, Nev. Photo: Las Vegas News Bureau

of the massacre when seven men affiliated with Bugs Moran’s gang were lined
up along the wall, shot and killed by Al
Capone’s South Side Italian gang.
Artifacts integrated throughout the
museum’s interactive exhibits provide
an insider’s look into many of organized crime’s biggest names, including
Al Capone, Dion O’Bannion, George
Moran, Charlie “Lucky” Luciano, Meyer
Lansky, Ben Siegel, Sam Giancana and
many others.
Envisioned by former Las Vegas
Mayor Oscar Goodman, constructing
The Mob Museum enabled the city to
rehabilitate and preserve the historic U.S.
Post Office and federal courthouse, a
building that is on the National Register
of Historic Places with national significance as a result of being a site of the Kefauver Committee Hearings. One of the
national U.S. Senate Kefauver Committee
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hearings, convened to expose organized
crime in America, was held in the building’s courtroom in 1950. Completed in
1933, the building is a classic example of
Depression-era, neoclassical architecture
reminiscent of the period in which it was
built, but also for the historic events that
unfolded inside of it.
Groups of 10 or more qualify for
group pricing. Consider adding on a
private, guided downtown Las Vegas
walking tour. The 90-minute tour visits
iconic locations that tell the story of a
city conceived by the railroad and raised
on gambling. n
The Mob Museum
702-724-8622
sales@themobmuseum.org
themobmuseum.org

itinerary planner

New Mexico
Gallup

Although Gallup is only a small city in McKinley County, it’s
the most populous city between Flagstaff and Albuquerque.
“Gallup is a great group-friendly destination and incredibly
accessible right along I-40,” said Jennifer Lazarz, tourism and
marketing manager for the City of Gallup. “We have plenty
of restaurants that can accommodate large groups. All of
our fun attractions are easy to get to and can accommodate
motorcoaches. Gallup is the center of Native American arts and
culture in the Southwest, and we are proud to showcase the
rich, colorful traditions in our region.”
One-third of the city’s population has Native American roots.
Located in the heart of Native American lands, Gallup boasts
the strong presence of Navajo, Zuni, Hopi and other Native
American cultures.
City of Gallup
galluprealtrue.com

SEE

LEARN

DISCOVER

The historic El Morro
Theatre is a community
cinema and performing arts
center. Designed by noted
theater architect Carl Boller,
the facility opened in 1928 as
a “castle of pleasure and art.”
Today, the 460-seat theater
features a Dolby Digital
Sound System and Christie
Digital Projector. The facility
recently underwent renovation
for new restrooms, new seats
and a special events center.

Visitors gather for forums,
lectures and to celebrate the
region’s diverse heritages at
the Gallup Cultural Center.
The center’s museum
showcases a traditional
approach to the interpretation
of Native American arts
and culture. Angela’s Cafe
con Leche can serve all of
the group’s coffee needs,
and can also cater private
receptions in the center’s
Gallery of the Masters.

Groups can get a
sense of Gallup’s rich and
colorful heritage at the Rex
Museum. Once a brothel
and later a grocer, the
museum building houses
exhibits detailing a wide
swath of local history,
exploring the culture of the
area’s earliest inhabitants,
mining and railroad activities.
Visitors will find a number
of historical resources and
artifacts.

El Morro Theatre
505-726-7550
elmorrotheatre.com

Gallup Cultural Center
505-863-4131
southwestindian.com

Rex Museum
505-863-1363

EXPLORE

Several archeological
sites record the Anasazi, a
prehistoric farming culture
that persisted in the area
from A.D. 300 to 1200.
From 1700 to the present,
members of the Navajo tribe
have sparsely inhabited the
region. Red Rock Museum
chronicles the lives of the
Anasazi, as well as the
present-day Zuni, Hopi and
Navajo. The museum houses
displays of kachinas, pottery,
rugs, silver and turquoise.
Red Rock Museum
505-722-3839

Starting from LEARN, left to right, photos: City of Gallup
GroupTour.com

81

NEW MEXICO

Santa Fe Botanical Garden cultivates
region’s botanical heritage
In partnership with nature, Santa Fe
Botanical Garden in Santa Fe demonstrates a commitment to the region’s botanical heritage and biodiversity through
the education of visiting groups.
“Santa Fe Botanical Garden is unique
amongst botanical gardens in that we
offer visitors the experience of plants that
truly represent our culture here in northern New Mexico,” said Sarah Spearman,
director of public affairs. “All the plants in
our garden are either indigenous or grow
easily here in our semi-arid climate.”
It all began in 1987 with a vision of a
small group of local gardeners, botanists

and environmentally orientated citizens
to establish a botanical garden. Since
then, the garden has become a valuable
resource through educational programs
and service to the community.
“The botanical garden is a newer
and growing botanical garden, having
been open for five years,” Spearman said.
“Visitors can walk the orchard grounds
that highlight trees grown by New Mexican cultures, surrounded by lavender
and roses.”
Docent-led tours are offered to provide visitors with thorough information
about the plants.

DAILY
OPEN -5PM
9AM

AIN
M
N. M
114 WELL, N
S
RO

575.625.9495
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM
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Roses and lavender, Santa Fe, N.M.
Photo: Santa Fe Botanical Garden

“We also offer our Ojos y Manos: Eyes
and Hands ethnobotanical garden that
features plants grown by traditional New
Mexican cultures for basketry, tool making, healing and food,” Spearman said.
“It’s a true northern New Mexico cultural
experience. It showcases how plants were
used throughout our area’s history.”
The Ojos y Manos: Eyes and Hands
space was designed by landscape architect W. Gary Smith and allows for a
greater variety of group programming.
Three dedicated outdoor classrooms, two
exploration places and a learning pavilion
give groups space to explore and discover
in the natural environment. Tiers for
annual crops allow visitors to participate
in hands-on learning experiences, from
planting to harvesting.
The garden also offers sculptural
exhibits each year that feature numerous
pieces throughout the garden by renown
artists from around the country. n
Santa Fe Botanical Garden
505-471-9103
info@santafebotanicalgarden.org
santafebotanicalgarden.org

NEW MEXICO

Bandelier National
Monument
protects dwellings

Parking space is limited. Groups
traveling by motorcoach need to
be dropped off at the visitor center.
Motorcoach parking is in the mesa top
amphitheater parking lot. n

Bandelier National Monument
provides visitors a glimpse into a
culture that existed more than 11,000
years ago.
The site near Los Alamos encompasses over 33,000 acres of protected
canyon and mesa country, and preserves petroglyphs carved into the
rock cliffs.
Park ranger Chris Judson said
spring, summer and fall are good seasons for groups to visit.
“Fall is the best time to be out here;
the days are long enough to be able to
do a lot and the temperatures are comfortable,” Judson said.
Groups may find it convenient to
opt for self-guided tours, which are
flexible with pace and ability levels,
but allow ample time to pause and
take in the sights and take pictures.
“There is a self-guided tour booklet
from the trail to the dwelling,” Judson
said. “And the trail that goes to the
archaeological site, which is the heart
of Bandelier, is located right behind
the visitor center.”
Bandelier National Monument
offers options for a wide range of
activity levels and interests. The visitor
center has a museum and educational
movie, along with a bookstore, gift
shop and snack bar.
“More active group members can
walk the trails and go at their own
speed,” Judson said. “It is very flexible,
with multiple ways visitors can learn
about the Pueblo people who lived here.”
Groups may wish to make the halfhour drive to nearby Los Alamos to
take in the Los Alamos Historical Museum and Bradbury Science Museum
at Los Alamos National Laboratory.
Rancho De Chimayo Restaurante
is roughly an hour from Bandelier in
Chimayo. The eatery is a New Mexico
tradition, rich with history.

Bandelier National Monument
505-672-3861, ext. 517
nps.gov/band

WH ERE

B EG I N
WH ERE

A R E

M A D E

273 LUXURY ROOMS AND SUITES,
PLUS A 38,000+ SQ. FT. MEETING SPACE
To book your group or meeting, please contact:
Charles Meeks | 575-464-7780

cmeeks@innofthemountaingods.com

Jo Kazhe | 575-464-7065

jokazhe@innofthemountaingods.com

F U L L C A S I N O | L U X U RY R E S O R T | F I N E D I N I N G | C H A M P I O N S H I P G O L F
InnoftheMountainGods.com

| 1-800-545-9011 | Mescalero, NM
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All aboard
Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad
While the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad runs between Antonito, Colorado, and Chama, New Mexico, it also
takes visitors on a trip into the past.
“The train is a rolling museum,” said
Alan Loomis, conductor for the railroad. “Railroad aficionados come from
around the world to ride on it.”
The 64-mile-long railroad was built
in 1880 to serve the mining industry. Its
narrow-gauge tracks made it possible
to run trains through steep mountain
passes and around tight curves. After
service on the line was discontinued
in 1969, the states of New Mexico and
Colorado stepped in to save the railway,
recognizing it as an historic treasure.
Today, the Cumbres & Toltec is the
longest, highest and most complete
example of late-19th and early-20th
century narrow-gauge railroading in
the country. Operating from late May
through late October, the railway offers a variety of trips, with motorcoach
service that shuttles guests back to their
departure point at either end. In the
historic mountain settlement of Osier,
the train stops for a mid-day, all-youcan-eat buffet meal.
Other themed trips include sunset
dinner train rides and trips geared
toward botanist fans who want to learn
more about the flowers and ecology of

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Photo: Lori Erickson

the San Juan Mountains. Whatever
journey is chosen, the huff-and-puff
of the steam engine is the constant
accompaniment.
“Our docents tailor their presentations
to the specific interests of groups,” Loomis
said.“We can focus on rail history and
technology, for example, or on the geology
of the landscape we travel through.”
Whether guests are in a parlor seat
or in coach, all cars have large windows
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with exceptional views of the changing scenery, which begins in sage brush
prairie and winds upward through high
mountain passes. An open-air gondola
provides even more expansive viewing
of a landscape little changed in a hundred years. n
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
888-286-2737
cumbrestoltec.com

NEW MEXICO

AMERICAN

INDIAN

WEEK
APRIL 23-29, 2018

InSight Foto Inc., Georgia O’Keeffe Museum Gallery Visitors, 2016. Georgia O’Keeffe Museum
Photo: © Georgia O’Keeffe Museum

Find Georgia
O’Keeffe’s work
in Santa Fe
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa
Fe provides visitors with an opportunity
to view iconic paintings of New Mexico,
plus a few surprises.
“The museum’s collection includes
over 3,500 items, including 140 O’Keeffe
oil paintings, nearly 700 drawings, and
hundreds of additional works, as well as
personal materials,” said Micaela Hester,
public relations programs manager.
“Throughout the year, visitors can see a
changing selection of these works.”
Within the galleries, the rotation of
O’Keeffe’s work, including a few on loan
from private collections, provides an opportunity to be introduced to earlier and
rarely seen works and personal items.
“Georgia O’Keeffe Museum is the
only museum devoted to a single female
artist,” Hester said. “A few fantastic museums devoted to single male artists are out
in world — Norman Rockwell, Salvador
Dali, Andy Warhol — but as far as female
artists are concerned, we’re it.”
Since the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum

opened nearly 21 years ago, it has welcomed almost 3.5 million visitors. An
introductory video provides an overview for the remarkable O’Keeffe and
her art. The museum welcomes groups
of 15–20 visitors at a time so all guests
can comfortably enjoy the galleries.
“A 30-day notice for a large group is
fine, and we will reserve space on our
visitation calendar,” Hester said.
For optimal flexibility, the museum
provides tour operators with the option
to process payment in advance, and to
receive personalized and dated passes
for a visit at their leisure while wandering the nearby plaza to shop and dine.
A recently added exclusive tour designed for small groups (with a maximum
of eight visitors) highlights the research
collections on select weekday afternoons.
“Visitors can join research center
associate and library technician Tori
Duggan on a tour through selections
of Georgia O’Keeffe’s artist materials,
personal libraries and papers for a closer
look into O’Keeffe’s life and artistic practice,” Hester said. n
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum
505-946-1000
okeeffemuseum.org

BOOK NOW:

IPCCtours@IndianPueblo.org

TRADITIONAL NATIVE DANCES

CERTIFIED NATIVE ARTISANS

NATIVE INSPIRED CUISINE

IndianPueblo.org

2401 12th St NW, ABQ 87104

505-843-7270
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Oklahoma
Tulsa

Tulsa, located in Oklahoma’s northeastern corner, holds
art deco treasures and Route 66 gems. And the oil heritage of
Oklahoma’s second-largest city resulted in top cultural attractions.
For example, groups can take in 1920s elegance at the
Philbrook Museum of Art, housed in the former 72-room
mansion of Tulsa oilman Waite Phillips. The first phase of “A
Gathering Place for Tulsa” is expected to open this fall along the
Arkansas River. The park is being built with the largest private
donation in the U.S. — $350 million.
The Route 66 Experience is on the horizon, which will
present the history and culture of the iconic highway.
Tulsa Convention & Visitors Bureau
918-560-0229
visittulsa.com

VIEW

Stop at Boston Avenue
United Methodist Church.
The U.S. Secretary of the
Interior designated the
church a National Historic
Landmark for its significant
art deco architecture. Some
of the church’s most notable
features include the 255-foot
tower with a small prayer
chapel on the 15th floor and
the 750,000-piece mosaic
behind the choir loft.
Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church
918-583-5181
bostonavenue.org

DO

SEE

TOUR

Visit the Greenwood
Cultural Center, the jewel
of Tulsa’s Greenwood
District. The center’s
exhibits, documents and
photos outline the Black
Wall Street era, when
the district was the most
successful African-American
community in North America.
The 1921 Tulsa Race Riot
also is covered, as well
as the resurgence of the
Greenwood District.

Collector and oilman
Thomas Gilcrease created
the Gilcrease Museum. It
houses the world’s largest
and most comprehensive
collection of art and artifacts
of the American West,
including an unparalleled
collection of Native American
art and material. Adult groups
may schedule guided tours
of the Masterworks of the
Gilcrease Collection or
Enduring Spirit galleries.

Head to the Woody
Guthrie Center. The center,
home to the Woody Guthrie
Archives, preserves the
folksinger and songwriter’s
legacy and body of work.
Exhibits communicate the
social, political and cultural
values found in Guthrie’s
songs. Stop at the lyric
writing station, compose
an original verse to a song
and submit it to the center’s
database.

Greenwood Cultural Center
918-596-1020
greenwoodculturalcenter.com

Gilcrease Museum
918-596-2700
gilcrease.org

Woody Guthrie Center
918-574-2710
woodyguthriecenter.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Tulsa Convention & Visitors Bureau, Creative Commons/Chris Denbow, TravelOK, public domain, Tulsa Convention & Visitors Bureau
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SKELETONS: Museum of
Osteology educates groups
Displaying hundreds of skulls and
skeletons from around the world,
SKELETONS: Museum of Osteology
is a 7,000-square-foot museum located
in Oklahoma City. Visiting groups can
explore exhibit topics including adaptation, locomotion, classification and
diversity of the vertebrate kingdom.
“At SKELETONS: Museum of Osteology, you can interact and learn about
animals in a completely different way,”
said Kerry Barrick, marketing and sales
director for the museum. “With over
850 skulls and skeletons in Oklahoma
City, you can discover animals from
all over the world without leaving the
city limits. Our hands-on museum will
provide a one-of-a-kind experience that
will leave you with a new perspective on
nature and its wonderful creatures.”

20 or more qualify for a discount. Food
and drinks are not allowed inside, but
there is a covered picnic pavilion behind
the museum.
“The family of SKELETONS:
Museum of Osteology is designed to

be group friendly,” Barrick said. “From
group rates, activities and parking, we
are willing to work with group leaders to
ensure a wonderful experience.”
A second SKELETONS museum is
located in Orlando, Florida. n
SKELETONS: Museum of Osteology
405-814-0006
skeletonmuseum.com

take your next tour somewhere

new

SKELETONS: Museum of Osteology, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Photo: SKELETONS: Museum of Osteology

Most groups spend 1 to 1 ½ hours
on self-guided tours of the museum.
Roughly 98 percent of all items on exhibit are real. Replica pieces are labeled
with a red dot.
“Groups are always surprised to learn
about how fascinating skeletons are, as
well as how similar human and animal
skeletons can be,” Barrick said. “Our
goal is for groups to leave with a greater
appreciation for animals and conservation. We hope to inspire visitors to look
at the world in a new way.”
Group reservations are not required,
but are highly recommended. Groups of

What tour doesn’t need to stop somewhere new to ensure an experience that’s
fascinating, fresh and fun? In Oklahoma City there’s something new to discover on
every corner. From our gleaming new downtown to the Old West at the National
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. From a new appreciation of our spirit at the
Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum to being welcomed like a new friend
everywhere you go. Add us to your next itinerary and you’ll soon discover that
around here, things are more than just new. They’re OKC new.
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South Dakota
Rapid City

Rapid City lies at the edge of the Black Hills, one of the
nation’s most popular touring regions.
“No one tells Rapid City’s story better than the locals who
live and breathe this amazing destination,” said Lindsey Beasley,
director of tourism sales at Visit Rapid City. “Rapid City is the
nearest urban center to some of the country’s most astounding
sights and scenery such as Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, Crazy Horse Memorial and Badlands National
Park. It’s not just the attractions. It’s the accessibility, ample
accommodations and affordability that make it the ideal group
tour destination.”
Visit Rapid City
605-718-8482
visitrapidcity.com

SEE

Head to downtown Rapid
City to be greeted by the
City of Presidents. Lifesize bronze statues of U.S.
presidents are located along
the streets and sidewalks.
The project began in 2000
to honor the legacy of
American presidency. Each
sculpture is privately funded.
Be sure to snap a photo
with presidential pioneers
and cowboys — Theodore
Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge
and Ronald Reagan.
City of Presidents
visitrapidcity.com

DO

LEARN

Stop at Mount Rushmore
National Memorial.
The mountain sculpture
commemorates the vision
of four U.S. presidents:
George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore
Roosevelt and Abraham
Lincoln. View museum
exhibits, arrange for a
ranger-led interpretive talk
and walk along the half-mile
Presidential Trail.

Learn about the history
of the Black Hills and
Native American culture
at The Journey Museum
& Learning Center.
Interactive displays present
the geography, people and
events that shaped the area’s
history and heritage. The
four collection areas are
geology and paleontology,
archaeology, Native American
culture and pioneer history.

Mount Rushmore
National Memorial
605-574-2523
nps.gov/moru

The Journey Museum
& Learning Center
605-394-6923
journeymuseum.org

Top to bottom, left to right: South Dakota Tourism, Visit Rapid City, NPS, Visit Rapid City, Crazy Horse Memorial
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VIEW

Crazy Horse Memorial,
the largest mountain carving
in progress in the U.S., will
be a portrait of the 19thcentury Native American
leader. The monument also
is intended to immortalize
and commemorate the soul
of all native people. Rising
more than 563 feet high,
the memorial dwarfs the
carved portraits of Mount
Rushmore by nearly 10 times.
Motorcoach parking is free.
Crazy Horse Memorial
605-673-4681
crazyhorsememorial.org

south dakota

Four Deadwood
properties tell
Wild West stories
Groups visiting western South Dakota can experience the fascinating tales
of the Wild West. Deadwood History
brings legendary stories to life at four
unique properties: Adams Museum,
Days of ’76 Museum, Historic Adams
House, and Homestake Adams Research
and Cultural Center.
Adams Museum, the oldest museum
in the Black Hills, highlights legends
Calamity Jane, Wild Bill Hickok, Seth
Bullock and a rare plesiosaur fossil. A
20-minute guided tour helps groups
understand why Deadwood became an
iconic Western town.
Days of ’76 Museum is Deadwood’s
newest museum, documenting the first
Days of ’76 Celebration in 1924, the rodeo,
carriages, historic firearms and American
Indian artifacts. The museum also illustrates Deadwood’s enduring friendship
with Buffalo Bill Cody. The Days of ’76
Museum and Adams Museum offer interactive, hands-on games for all ages. Take a
photo in a Deadwood stagecoach or with a
period hat at the rodeo.
Historic Adams House showcases
the Queen Anne-style home of two of
Deadwood’s founding families, including Adams Museum’s founder, W.E.
Adams. Take a docent-led tour through
this historic home, built with running
water, radiant heat, electricity and tele-

Group with stagecoach, Days of ’76 Museum, Deadwood, S.D. Photo: Deadwood History

phone service. A tour and tea experience
is available for groups.
“After visiting our museums, visitors
come away with a better understanding of the importance of the history of
Deadwood and the Black Hills,” said
Rose Speirs, communications director.
“Guests learn about the desperation
and desires of the gold miners, pioneers,
women and businessmen who came to
the Black Hills to start over and make a
living for themselves.”
A minimum of 10 people is required
for group tours, and the tour leader and
motorcoach driver receive complimentary admission. Adams Museum and Days
of ’76 Museum both have motorcoach

parking. Historic Adams House does not
have on-site motorcoach parking, but
nearby parking options are available.
After experiencing one or more
of the museums, visitors can head
to Homestake Adams Research and
Cultural Center to experience one of
the nation’s largest collection of Black
Hills archival items. The collection includes historic photographs, maps, legal
correspondence and documents, and
personal diaries and journals, among
other materials. n
Deadwood History
605-578-1714
deadwoodhistory.com

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Museum • Cultural Center
Sculptor’s Studio-Home and Workshop
Restaurant • Snack Shop • Gift Shop
Group Rates • Accessibility Friendly
Daily Performances and
Legends in Lights® Laser Show - In Season

Between Hill City and Custer, South Dakota • Hwy. 16/385 • (605) 673-4681 • Follow us on social media!
Reader Service Card #154
GroupTour.com
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Texas

Arlington

Fifteen cities, towns and villages across the nation bear the
name “Arlington,” but the largest of which (in both area and
population) resides in the Lone Star state. It’s true — everything
is bigger in Texas.
“I think what makes Arlington a great group-friendly
destination are the variety of attractions that are home to
us,” said Scott Poland, tourism sales manager for Arlington
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Arlington’s iconic venues make it
the premier destination for groups of all sizes and budgets. We
have something for the sports fan, the adventure seeker and the
budget-conscious visitor. We have historical attractions, as well
as educational opportunities and larger-than-life experiences
that touch all those niches to make for unforgettable memories.”
Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
817-704-7593
arlington.org

SEE

The world-famous $1.3
billion AT&T Stadium is
worthy of the hype. Group
members feel like champions
as they walk on the Dallas
Cowboys’ field and see one
of the biggest high-definition
TVs in the world. Visitors can
take a self-guided tour of the
players’ locker room, as well
as the world-famous Dallas
Cowboys Cheerleaders’
dressing room, and the
postgame press room.
AT&T Stadium
817-892-TOUR
attstadium.com/tours

TOUR

Baseball fans will
love Globe Life Park
in Arlington, a 49,000seat, open-air ballpark. It
was modeled to combine
elements of classic ballparks
with new amenities. Expert
tour guides lead groups
through the ballpark to show
its beautiful turn-of-the-20thcentury architectural style and
behind-the-scenes areas.
Globe Life Park
in Arlington
817-273-5099
mlb.com/rangers/ballpark/
tours

PLAY

With both thrill rides and
slow rides, groups will have
something to talk about for
days after visiting Six Flags
Over Texas. The park has six
sections, each representing
a piece of Texas’ rich history
and past. The Harley Quinn
Spinsanity ride is expected
to debut this spring. Riders
will experience a thrilling
combination of negative and
positive gravitational forces.
Six Flags Over Texas
817-640-8900
sixflags.com/overtexas/
group-sales

Photos: Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau; Legal Draft Beer Company Photo: Lauren Carter/Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
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SIP

Legal Draft Beer
Company in the Downtown
Arlington Urban Union
Development is as “local” as
groups can get. Aptly named
after one of the co-owner’s
past professions as a lawyer,
the taproom has six beers at
its core, including a new IPA
and Hefeweizen. It’s one of
the only three breweries in
Texas with a trained German
Brewmaster. Tours are
available on Saturdays.
Legal Draft Brewing
817-962-2210
legaldraftbeer.com
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Your new travel plans begin today! The Arlington CVB can help with free
lodging and itinerary assistance.

Scott Poland
Scott@arlington.org
817.704.7543

Affordable and convenient, Arlington, TX is centrally-located in the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and is a hot spot for group tours looking
for international fun or historical adventures. Contact Scott Poland,
Tourism Sales Manager, at The Arlington CVB for FREE trip planning
assistance, including lodging searches and itinerary building.
Mention this offer for a FREE gift.
Let us take your tour plans to the next level!
Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau
800.433.5374 | 817.265.7721
arlington.org

©2018 Arlington Convention & Visitors Bureau. All rights reserved.
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Dig into fun at
Houston Museum
of Natural
Science
With exhibits showcasing dinosaurs, outer space, rare minerals and
energy, the Houston Museum of Natural Science welcomes groups to learn
about the natural world.
“The museum has five floors of
exhibits along with two theaters and
a rainforest featuring over 400 species
of butterflies,” said Latha Thomas, vice
president of marketing and communications for the museum. “There’s a lot
to see and do.”
What groups will see and experience
at the Houston Museum of Natural Science can be different from visit to visit,
as exhibits are always changing.
“Most people like to start out at
the Morian Hall of Paleontology, our
football-sized dinosaur hall,” Thomas
said. “The Cullen Hall of Gems &
Minerals features the world’s best collection of minerals. The Wiess Energy
Hall is our newest exhibit and is also
football-sized and features cuttingedge technology, two motion platform
experiences and the most comprehensive exhibit on energy in the world.
The Burke Baker Planetarium has the
only 8K projector in the world.”
Other permanent exhibits include
the “Hall of Ancient Egypt,” the “Alfred

Dinosaur exhibit, Houston Museum of Natural Science, Houston, Texas Photo: Visit Houston

C. Glassell Jr. Hall,” “Herzstein Foucault Pendulum,” “Farish Hall of Texas
Wildlife” and “Welch Hall of Chemistry.”
There are 16 permanent exhibits in total.
The museum has several special exhibits. “Reality Check” allows visitors to
enter a virtual world and walk through
the Colosseum and travel into space.
The Houston Museum of Natural
Science has a butterfly center that lets
visitors get up close and personal with
butterflies while walking through their

Reader Service Card #100
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habitat. Also on-site, the Wortham
Giant Screen Theatre is a 394-seat
theater that plays 3-D movies on a
60-by-80-foot 4K screen.
The museum offers group discounts.
Motorcoach parking is available a short
walk away from the museum. n
Houston Museum of Natural Science
713-639-4629
hmns.org

texas

Explore a floral
oasis at Chandor
Gardens
Just 25 miles away from Fort
Worth, Chandor Gardens, in Weatherford, shares elegance and architecture.
“The gardens are a historical landmark, having been built and cultivated
by the preeminent portrait artist of his
time,” said Karen Nantz, manager of
Chandor Gardens. “Douglas Chandor
painted portraits for many noteworthy historical individuals including
the likes of Queen Elizabeth, Winston
Churchill, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover
and more. The mansion functioned
both as his portrait studio and the
Chandors’ family home. We have two
completed Chandor original portraits,
as well as antique prints, historical
artifacts and antiques.”
The gardens are located on a 3½acre estate that captures both the feel
of a formal English garden and the
ornate design of Chinese architecture.
They were designed to represent the
love that Douglas Chandor had for his
wife, Ina.
Groups have the choice of experiencing the gardens through a guided
or self-guided visit.
“There are a variety of things to see
and do at Chandor Gardens, whether
it’s taking a private stroll through the

Chandor Gardens, Weatherford, Texas, Photo: Chandor Gardens

romantic gardens or having a docentguided group tour, getting a historical
tour of the house, having a catered
lunch in Douglas Chandor’s portrait
studio or in the courtyard,” Nantz
said. “There is always something new
growing and blooming in the gardens,
whether it’s peak spring or fall, or in
the middle of a seasonal shift, so there
is always something new to see and
experience.”
Chandor Gardens has annual and
seasonal events that take place, including the Chandor Gardens Annual
Holiday Open House, Goblins in the
Garden, and the Spring Fling event,
which features live music, artists and
artisans throughout the gardens.
Two weeks to a month’s notice
for a guided tour is recommended. A

catered lunch at the gardens can be
added on for an additional cost. n
Chandor Gardens
817-613-1700
chandorgardens.com

Escape the present...
experience the past!

logcabinvillage.org
817-392-5881
Reader Service Card #135

Reader Service Card #136
GroupTour.com
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Utah
Moab

While exploring some of the most remarkable scenery of
the American Southwest, visitors can experience the small town
hospitality of Moab. Its climate has made it a magnet for yearround outdoor events and festivals, and the downtown business
district has a great collection of restaurants, microbreweries,
shops and galleries.
“A journey to Moab is a journey of a lifetime,” said Elaine
Gizler, executive director of Moab Area Travel Council. “Moab is
at the center of some of the most stunning red-rock landscapes
on Earth. With two national parks (Arches and Canyonlands),
Dead Horse Point State Park, three scenic byways and the
Colorado River, groups will want to return.”
Moab Area Travel Council
435-259-8825
discovermoab.com

HIKE

Arches National Park
has more than 2,000 natural
stone arches, hundreds of
soaring pinnacles, balanced
rocks and landforms full
of textures. Rangers and
volunteers offer a variety
of interpretive programs
for visiting groups. Visitors
also can participate in Fiery
Furnace Hikes, a 2.5-hour
loop hike or a slightly shorter,
less physically demanding
out-and-back hike.

Canyonlands National
Park has been carved by
the Colorado River and its
tributaries. Rivers divide the
park into four districts: Island
in the Sky, The Needles,
The Maze and the rivers
themselves. Step-on guides
can share an overview of
history and local lore. Or,
groups may join a ranger
for a talk, hike or evening
program. The park is open
year-round.

Arches National Park
435-719-2299
nps.gov/arch

Canyonlands National Park
435-719-2313
nps.gov/cany

Photos: Moab Area Travel Council
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VIEW

Millions of years of
geologic activity created the
views from Dead Horse
Point State Park. From
the prominence of the
point, 2,000 feet above a
gooseneck in the Colorado
River, groups can discover
an ever-changing landscape.
About 7 miles of hiking trails
navigate the rim rock and
desert plateau landscape.
Dead Horse Point
State Park
435-259-2614
stateparks.utah.gov/parks/
dead-horse

DO

A region rich in fossilized
dinosaur tracks and
bones is situated along
the Dinosaur Diamond
Prehistoric Scenic Byway.
Moab Giants is a dinosaur
museum with indoor and
outdoor exhibits providing
an in-depth interpretation
of the local paleontology.
Besides interactive displays
and movies, there are lifesize replicas of dinosaurs
mingling with displays.
Moab Giants
435-355-0288
moabgiants.com

utah

Step back in time
at the Natural
History Museum
of Utah
In Salt Lake City, groups can get
their fair share of nature both inside
and out at the Natural History Museum of Utah.
“Nestled into the foothills of the
Wasatch Mountains, the Natural History Museum of Utah bridges the urban
and natural worlds,” said Patti Carpenter, director of public relations for the
museum. “Your museum experience
begins as you approach the building’s
copper-clad exterior. Its award-winning
design is a metaphor for Utah’s layered
geology. Once inside, you’ll ascend
to the museum’s grand lobby — the
Canyon — with a soaring, faceted wall
reminiscent of southern Utah’s famous
slick rock canyons.
“A three-story glass case filled with
600 objects introduces the depth and
breadth of the museum’s collections.
From the Canyon, set off on a journey to explore a billion years of Utah’s
changing natural history.”
The museum contains thousands
of specimens in areas like paleontology, anthropology, entomology, vertebrate zoology, mineralogy, botany
and malacology.
“Visit 10 galleries of interactive
exhibits to marvel at fossils from
Utah’s world-famous dinosaur quarries, discover the unique ecosystem of
Utah’s super-salty Great Salt Lake and
immerse yourself in some of the oldest
objects made by Utah’s first inhabitants,” Carpenter said. “Drop by our
special exhibitions gallery to see traveling exhibitions from premier museums
across the globe.”
Groups have the option of taking
a guided or self-guided tour. Guided
tours give an in-depth introduction to
the museum, its secrets and its stories.
The museum has two special

Sky Terrace, Natural History Museum of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, Photo: Courtesy of NHMU

exhibits running: “Nature’s Ultimate
Machines” will be on display through
Sept. 3, and “Maya,” an exhibit that
explores the ancient world and civilizations, will run from Nov. 10-May 27,
2019.
“People enjoy the fact that the museum is very interactive, and (it) truly
gives them a fascinating introduction to
the state of Utah and the Great Basin region,” Carpenter said. “The diversity and
content-rich of objects in the exhibits
provides something for everyone.”
The museum offers discounted
admission for group visits and motorcoach parking is available near the
museum. n

Natural History Museum of Utah
801-585-9538
nhmu.utah.edu

UNIQUE LODGING DINING SHOPPING

Your Hub for Visiting
Utah’s Canyon Lands
Kanab, Utah’s PARRY LODGE, on the
National Register of Historic Places, is
group-friendly and open all year. From
here you can visit Grand Canyon-North
Rim, Bryce Canyon and Zion National
Parks. Comfortable rooms with a
movie-star-studded history make your
stay in Kanab memorable and fun.
Make Memories that Last Forever!

Parry Lodge/Denny’s Wigwam
480.998.7199 x7118

ForeverResorts.com
Parry Lodge & Denny’s Wigwam are privately
owned and operated by Forever Resorts L.L.C.

Reader Service Card #117
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Washington
Pierce County

Located just south of Seattle on the banks of Puget Sound,
Pierce County is for the bold. Groups can trek through the
woods of Mount Rainier in the rain, break a sweat from the heat
of glassblowing or resiliently till the soil that grows some of the
world’s best rhubarb.
Agritourism is how Pierce County truly shines, with several
group-friendly farms that offer tours. Take advantage of all
Pierce Couty has to offer with an agricultural journey. Travel
Tacoma + Pierce County provided the following itinerary ideas.
Travel Tacoma + Pierce County
800-272-2662
traveltacoma.com

LEARN

Wilcox Family Farms in
Roy was founded in 1909
with the intention of building
a lifelong legacy. Four
generations later, the family
continues its commitment to
its customers by providing
organic and cage-free
eggs. During a guided tour,
groups will visit the original
farmhouse of Judson and
Elizabeth Wilcox to learn
about decades of sustainable
farming practices.
Wilcox Family Farms
360-458-7774
wilcoxfarms.com

TOUR

Left Foot Farm, a 25acre family farm, is located
in the serene foothills of
Mount Rainier in Eatonville.
Groups are greeted by
Nigerian Dwarf goats that
are bred to produce Grade
A raw milk that can be used
to make cheese, yogurt and
ice cream. Interns can give
groups knowledge-based, indepth tours of the farm. The
Farm Store is open daily.
Left Foot Farm
360-890-6380
leftfootfarm.com

SEE

Stop into Wild Hare
Organic Farm in the fertile
Puyallup Valley. With row
upon row of veggies, berries,
herbs, apples and seasonal
produce, Wild Hare is 20
acres of delightful farmland
that’s ripe for touring. Take
a leisurely guided stroll and
listen as they explain the
philosophy and reality of dayto-day organic farming. Make
a stop at the farmstand and
pick up some fresh produce.
Wild Hare Organic Farm
253-922-1604
wildhareorganicfarm.com

EAT

Following a long day of
touring farms, have the group
make its way back to the
Best Western Premier Plaza
Hotel & Conference Center
in Puyallup. Upon return, they
will experience a culinary
delight at HG Bistro, which
boasts several entrees that
source their ingredients from
local farms, perhaps one that
was visited earlier in the trip.
HG Bistro
253-845-5747
hgbistro.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Travel Tacoma + Pierce County, Travel Tacoma + Pierce County/Wilcox Family Farms, Travel Tacoma + Pierce County/Left Foot Farm, Travel Tacoma + Pierce
County/Wild Hare Organic Farm, Travel Tacoma + Pierce County/HG Bistro
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LeMay – America’s Car Museum
showcases past 100 years
Automotive junkies rejoice at LeMay
– America’s Car Museum in Tacoma,
where groups can celebrate America’s
love for cars and learn how they have
shaped our society.
Last year, America’s Car Museum
opened its newest exhibit,“Through the
Lens: Cars Defined by an American Century.” The exhibit showcases vehicles from
the past 100 years that reflect contemporary culture at the time of their debut.
Specifically, “Cars Defined by an
American Century” will showcase milestones in technical innovation, design,
labor, commerce, mobility and entertainment by featuring one vehicle from
each decade that exemplifies these key
characteristics. The exhibit is expected
to run through November.
“The focus of this display is to recognize the cars that reflect the history and

culture of their period, rather than being
commercially successful,” said Scot
Keller, curator of exhibitry for LeMay –
America’s Car Museum. “For example,
the 1935 Airflow CW Limousine was a
commercial failure at its time, but represented a radical turning point in terms
of automotive design with manufacturers considering a car’s aerodynamics as
part of its development.”
Visitors will be given “voting chips”
upon arrival to voice their opinion on
which cars they believe best represent each
decade following World War II. Votes are
being tallied and reported through the
museum’s social media on a regular basis
and may lead to vehicles being cycled in or
out due to popular demand.
“LeMay – America’s Car Museum
has become well-known for its rotating
exhibits, and we’re excited to give guests

LeMay – America’s Car Museum, Tacoma, Wash.
Photo: LeMay – America’s Car Museum

the opportunity to take an active role in
determining which are on display,” said
Adam Langsbard, CEO of America’s
Automotive Trust. “We encourage those
who vote to follow the museum’s social
channels, and share the news if their
vote contributed to a change in the
vehicle lineup.”
Both guided and self-guided tours
are available, and reservations are
required to receive group rates. Motorcoach parking is available, but only on
a limited basis. Parking instructions are
given to groups upon arrival. n
LeMay – America’s Car Museum
253-779-8490
info@americascarmuseum.org
americascarmuseum.org
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Sip on robust flavors at Maryhill Winery
At Maryhill Winery in Goldendale, groups can sample the uncorked
flavors of the Columbia River Gorge.
With many tour options available, the

winery is a great stop for groups to
relax and unwind.
“Besides the tasting, they (groups)
can browse in our popular gift shop,”
said Maureen Lee, retail operations
manager for the winery. “Depending
upon the time of year, groups can stay
for the live music on the terrace, have a
picnic and play bocce. If they (groups)
are interested, they can arrange for a
tour of the facility.”
Maryhill Winery has two wine tasting
locations: one in Goldendale and one in
Spokane. Wine tastings range in price depending on which tasting room and what
type of tasting experience is chosen.
Groups wanting an insider’s look
at the winery should take the Personal

EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY

www.columbiagorge.org
990 SW Rock Creek Dr. Stevenson, WA
Printing Sponsored By: City of Stevenson &
Skamania County Lodge Taxes

Reader Service Card #177
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Top to Bottom: Maryhill Winery, Goldendale, Wash.
Photo: Jesse Larvick

Tour & Tasting. Guests will get to see the
Goldendale facility with a knowledgeable host leading the way, as well as taste
classic and reserve wines offered by
Maryhill Winery.
Another option is the Corks & Vines:
Vineyard Tour & Tasting. Groups on
this driving tour will experience the
expansive views of the Columbia River
Gorge and Mt. Hood from the vineyard.
Once back at the winery, visitors can get
a curated flight or classic, reserve and
Vineyard Series wines to enjoy.
Maryhill Winery also has an amphitheater that serves as a concert venue.
Lee recommends that groups plan on a
minimum of one hour for a wine tasting
and 1 ½ to two hours for a wine tasting
and a tour. Maryhill Winery is a onestop shop for all Washington wines.
“Because customer service and
providing an excellent experience is our
number one goal, we want to make sure
we have ample staffing and space to accommodate your group,” Lee said.
Groups should make reservations
at least 30 days in advance. Plenty of
motorcoach parking is available at the
winery. n
Maryhill Winery
509-773-1976
maryhillwinery.com

washington

Learn about
marine life at
The Whale
Museum
Housed on two floors, The Whale
Museum in Friday Harbor is dedicated
to informing and educating the community about whales and the Salish Sea
ecosystem.
“People can expect to learn about the
endangered southern resident orcas and
their home, the Salish Sea,” said Jill Berger,
communications manager for The Whale
Museum. “(Groups can learn) how to
watch them in the least intrusive way,
where there are good spots on the island
to watch them and how to be a ‘steward.’
In addition to skeletons of orcas, gray
whales and porpoises, we also have multiple movies featuring orcas, the Salish

Sea and the marine environment.”
Groups can take either a guided
or a self-guided tour. Unguided tours
are offered seven days a week and last
roughly 45 minutes. Guided tours must
be reserved in advance.
The Gallery of Whales is a collection
of fascinating models, artifacts, artwork
and exhibits surrounding the natural
history of marine mammals. The collection has a family tree of resident orcas,
real whale skeletons, and is dedicated to
teaching people about the natural history
of the marine animals of the J, K and L
Pods living in the Salish Sea (the inland
waters around the San Juan Islands).
Beside learning specifically about
whales, groups will get a better understanding of how dangerous plastic
can be to marine life and what can be
done to keep resident orcas protected.
The Whale Museum offers a variety of
research programs to educate and promote the stewardship of whales.

Programs include Soundwatch
(how boaters can view whales without
disrupting them) and a whale hotline for
people to report a sighting.
The museum requires that tour
fees be paid in advance in order to
guarantee date and time of choice, and
reduced rates are offered for unguided
group tours.
Motorcoach parking is available a
short distance away from the museum. n
The Whale Museum
800-946-7227, ext. 30
whalemuseum.org

The Whale Museum, Friday Harbor, Wash.
Photo: The Whale Museum

Stay here, Play here, Shop here

Just 16 Miles North of Seattle and
Minutes from Beaches, Mountains, Wine
Tasting, Casinos and More

EXPERIENCE THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME

• Legendary Shopping at Alderwood Mall
• Lodging 40% less than Seattle
• A beautiful municipal
Golf Course
• Free Parking

OPEN UP to the warmth our hotels, to majestic waterways & mountain
vistas, shop till you drop, experience aviation history where it all began.

LynnwoodTourism.com

Or Call (800) 662-2044
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Celestyal Cruises sails t
Greek isles
By Mary Lu Laffey

M

ore than
6.7 million
passengers
have traveled with Celestyal Cruises since the
Greek cruise line set sail in 1986. Last
summer when our group stepped on
board the Olympia in Athens, Greece,
we happily added to that statistic. We
loved every minute of it — be it onboard, on shore or under the Mediterranean sun and stars.
In retrospect, my only wish is
that I could have cloned myself. The
activity choices onboard were as
intriguing as those that lay ashore.

The ship’s daily program, which is
slipped under cabin doors, is a feast
of memory-making experiences.
Onboard, guests can discover
ancient Greek history and culture
through Greek dancing, cooking
lessons or kicking back with live
shows. One performance included a
bouzouki band presenting a melodic
journey through Greece.
While we made time for the spa,
a swim, and meeting with the ship’s
captain and his officers, in the end,
curiosity floated to the top. Our
group signed up for as many shore
excursions as possible.

Being green on the deep blue sea
About 13,000 tons of fuel were saved
the past seven years through an
energy-handling program.
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50%

of the water
consumed on board
comes from the sea.

On the four-day, all-inclusive
cruise in the Aegean Sea, we visited
the Greek ports of Mykonos, Patmos,
Rhodes, Heraklion — the capital
of Crete — and Kusadasi in Turkey.
While each burrowed its way into my
travel bank of places worth a return,
it was Mykonos that won my heart.
Continued on page 102

20%

waste reduction, thanks
to an upgraded system.

through

Celestyal Cruises is committed to serving its guests and the environment.
Celestyal Cruises operations are
certified in accordance with ISO
9001/14001 standards, relating to
the entire spectrum of cruise ship
management, including technical,
hotel and crew management.

11%

reduction of sulfur oxide,
nitrogen oxide & carbon dioxide
emissions, due to the reduction
of fuel consumption in 2016.

80%

improvement of delivery
and handing of fuel quality.
GroupTour.com
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Mykonos

Sunset ritual

The shuttle bus dropped us off
within view of the island’s iconic
16th-century windmills. To reach the
landmarks, we followed the painted
flagstones on Matoyiani Street through
a bougainvillea-draped warren. We
peeked into shop windows and paused
at Agia Kyriaki Chrysopolitissa Church.
Mostly, we people-watched.
Mykonos’ reputation as a party
town preceded our visit. While its
nightlife lures all ages, the natural
beauty of the environment rises above
the falderal. Its white-sand beaches are
the antitheses of the rocky shoreline
and busy harbor that line the curve of
the Little Venice bay. Both glisten under
a piercing blue sky.
Walking the steps to the top of the
hill is well worth it, for the view of the
activity along the shoreline of Little
Venice is well worth the effort. The
photos commemorating the experience
are my favorite, especially those of visitors and guests readying for sunset.

Local dining

It was an hour before the sun would
set, and prime spots for watching the
nightly event were being snatched up.
The view of the windmills on a hillock
overlooking the beach in Little Venice
is enough to quiet the entire capital.
When the sun finally sizzles into the
sea, onlookers applaud, whistle and
cheer. It’s the best show on the island
and it happens every night.
We followed the water to our gathering spot to walk to Roca Cookery
for dinner. En route, we didn’t see an
actual pelican, but a statue of the fabled
Petros made do. The busy evening kept
us from visiting the Archaeological
Museum of Mykonos, but we marked it
for another time.

Roca Cookery is located on the
waterfront in the Old Port. Our group
dined at a communal table on a terrace
overlooking the harbor and the lowlying sun.
The menu, like that on board the
Olympia, is based on local products.
The chef explained that typical Greek
cuisine features simple, tasty specialties served in a distinct way, such as
the restaurant’s shrimp and marinated
anchovies, perfectly combined with
arugula salad with soft cheese and Cretan cherry tomatoes.
For our dinner, the grilled seabream
was cooked over an open fire. The
entree was worth a chapter in a cookbook; ditto for Roca Cookery’s selection of Greek wine.
The fillip for our day on Mykonos
was the panoramic view. Roca’s terrace is considered the best spot for the
sunset on the entire island. To that, we
toasted an enthusiastic “Opa!”

About Celestyal Olympia
• 1,200 passengers in 476 cabins,
53 with balconies
• 403 crew members
• 10 passenger decks
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• Four elevator doors
• Refrigerated mini-bar in suites
• Fully air-conditioned, stabilizers
and satellite telephones

ICONIC AEGEAN
On board the ship, watch iconic postcard images of the Greek Isles come to
life at carefully chosen ports of call in the
Aegean Sea.
Why should groups see Greece on Celestyal Cruises? Ioanna Ananiadi, public
relations officer, said, “We are a Greek
cruise line. Our captain is Greek. Our
staff is Greek. We know Greece and greet
guests to board with a warm ‘kalimera.’”
Kalimera is a Greek expression that
means “you are not a stranger here.” Celestyal’s Iconic Aegean cruise is available
for three-, four- and seven-day cruising;
all are all-inclusive.
Celestyal is the only home-porting
cruise operator in Greece and the preeminent cruise line serving Greece.

Athens

The capital of Greece welcomes visitors with a panoramic view from Acropolis Hill. Walk the streets where democracy
and philosophy were born. Explore the
city center, rich with ancient monuments,
world-class museums, chic cafes, charming tavernas and shops.

Santorini

Sprinkled like sugar over sheer, black
volcanic cliffs, Santorini’s capital, Fira,
is a sight to behold. Wander the narrow
streets or venture along the clifftop to
charming Oia for breathtaking views
or across the island to the intriguing
archaeological excavations at Akrotiri.

Heraklion

A former Venetian harbor with intriguing architecture and an archaeological
museum packed with ancient treasures,
this city is just a short drive to the Minoan

Palace of Knossos, home to Europe’s oldest
civilization and the setting of the legend of
Theseus and the Minotaur.

Mykonos

A cosmopolitan paradise, Mykonos
attracts celebrities, artists and socialites.
It is as famous for its beaches and vibrant nightlife as it is for the folklore of
its pelican, Petros. With a late sail, there
are plenty of opportunities to wander
the streets of Mykonos Town or enjoy a
sundowner (sunset).

Patmos

Many believe St. John the Evangelist
wrote the Book of Revelation in a mountainside grotto on Patmos. Atop its highest
peak stands the monastery founded in his
honor in 1088. The little port town, Skala,
is a revelation in itself, the narrow alleys are
packed with smart shops and street cafes.

Kusadasi

A beach resort town famous for its
marina and its colorful bazaar, Kusadasi
in Turkey is close to the Hellenistic ruins
of Ephesus, the ancient city known for
the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World.

Rhodes

A visit to the old city of Rhodes is a
sensation of stepping back in time: the
medieval Palace of the Grand Master of
the Knights of Rhodes and the atmospheric Street of the Knights are breathtaking. n
Celestyal Cruises
877-337-4665
cruising@celestyalcruises.com
americas.celestyalcruises.com

Left to right: Celestyal Olympia; Group Tour Editor Mary Lu Laffey on tour in Greek Isles
GroupTour.com
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PORT CITY:

GALVESTON
Whether arriving early or extending the adventure,
Galveston offers a vacation in itself for cruisers embarking from Port of Galveston. Leah Cast, director of communications for Galveston Island Convention & Visitors
Bureau, gave associate editor Cortney Erndt the scoop
on the Texas island’s best.

View of cruise ship from 1877 Tall Ship ELISSA,
Galveston, Texas. Photo: Galveston Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Moody Mansion, Galveston, Texas
Photo: Galveston Island Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Q: What makes Galveston an appealing port city?
A: Galveston is such a fascinating and charming town because it offers experiences groups
wouldn’t expect in a small island city. Yes, it is home to 32 miles of beaches, but it also is home
to one of the largest collections of Victorian architecture in the country.
What’s also great is that Galveston offers so much that is within walking distance of the port,
including our historic downtown district filled with shops, restaurants and attractions. I can confidently say there is no other island city in America that offers as much variety as Galveston and
that makes it a great place to explore for people of all backgrounds.

Pier 21, Galveston, Texas
Photo: Galveston Island Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Q: What attractions do you recommend cruisers visit?
A: The Strand is definitely a top attraction. This is our historic downtown “main street” that is
home to beautiful Victorian iron-front buildings that house unique boutiques, antique stores and
other shops, as well as attractions like the Galveston Railroad Museum and the Legends of the
Gulf Coast pirate museum.
Just next door to the cruise terminal is Pier 21, which is home to the Texas Seaport Museum
and 1877 Tall Ship ELISSA among other museums and restaurants. Postoffice Street is a great
destination for shopping and restaurants, like Rudy and Paco or The Grand 1894 Opera House,
which hosts national touring acts and exciting shows year-round.
Outside of downtown, Moody Gardens offers group-friendly fun with three gigantic pyramidshaped buildings that house an aquarium, living rainforest with free-roaming animals, a discovery
museum, and 3-D and 4-D theaters. Other great attractions include The Bryan Museum, Bishop’s
Palace, Schlitterbahn Waterpark and the Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier.

Q: What advice do you have for first-time visitors?
A: Check out our visitor guide, which is available at galveston.com/guide. This will give
groups a great overview of attractions to visit as well as insider tips, like utilizing Galveston Island
Pass to save on attractions. Another tip is to take advantage of pre- and post-cruise packages
offered by many of the island’s hotels. n
Galveston Island Convention & Visitors Bureau
888-425-4753
galveston.com
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Historic downtown or ‘The Strand,’ Galveston,
Texas. Photo: Galveston island Convention
& Visitors Bureau

SAIL THE WESTERN CARIBBEAN
ON CARNIVAL CRUISE LINES
Carnival Valor
Jan. 7–12, 2019

Day one: Depart Galveston at 4 p.m.
Day two: Fun day at sea
Day three: Cozumel, Mexico
Day four: Progreso, Yucatán, Mexico
Day five: Fun day at sea
Day six: Arrive in Galveston at 8 a.m.
Carnival Cruise Line
carnival.com
Photo: Carnival

spotlight

Fraser Neave builds
premium travel packages
at Wells Gray Tours

«

Fraser Neave is the director of product development for Wells Gray Tours, a 45-year-old British Columbia-based tour provider of group travel
to North America and exotic locales. Neave
talked with freelance writer Erin Albanese about
bringing motorcoaches down every highway and
byway in the Canadian province, and creating
experiences all over the globe.

Q: How would you describe
your tours?
A: Wells Gray Tours is the largest tour operator
in British Columbia. Our primary business is
selling retail group travel packages throughout
Canada, the United States and destinations
abroad. Our secondary business is receptive
travel services for inbound travelers into Western
Canada, the Pacific Northwest states and the
Maritime provinces. In the last 12 months, we
have run 90 tours, varying from two-day Vancouver show tours to a 29-day “Around the World”
tour featuring a cruise from Dubai to Singapore.
We pride ourselves in providing memorable
experiences that result in a 70 percent repeatclient base and we love welcoming new people
to the Wells Gray family.

Q: What industry trends
are you noticing?
A: Not even five years ago, we used to offer two
or three winter getaway tours to California, Arizona or Texas that would drive both ways from
British Columbia. Now, it is a real challenge just

to get 20 people to sign up for one. While we
still offer one of these driving tours each year,
we have seen a substantial increase in demand
for our more exotic winter tours. In the last few
years, we have successfully operated cultural
tours to Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica and
Cuba. Future tours will include Belize, Jamaica
and the Yucatan peninsula. We also have had
success in focusing on bucket list travel programs, tours that would allow clients to have
“bragging rights” to their friends, so to speak. A
few examples of these tour names are: “Coast
to Coast by Train” and the previously mentioned
“Around the World in 29 Days.”

Q: What are you most proud of
about your company?
A: I love coming into the office every day
because of the positive feedback we get from
our clients about the travel experiences we
provide. When I read the comment sheets after
tours and see that nearly every traveler noted
they received good value for the price paid and
would recommend us to their friends, that drives
me to continue designing premium travel packages. I’m also so lucky to work with a fantastic
team of 22 staff members who are as passionate about travel as I am, and willing to go above
and beyond for our clients. n
Wells Gray Tours
800-667-9552
wellsgraytours.com

What’s the

next
big
thing
for

Wells Gray
Tours?

“

We have a few exciting
product ideas that are on the
horizon, but we are particularly
looking forward to continuing
to build on our successful
receptive services for operators
looking for customized itineraries in the Northwest. We have
been operating tours in British
Columbia since my father, Roland Neave, started Wells Gray
Tours 45 years ago. In fact, I
don’t think there is a highway in
this beautiful province that we
haven’t taken a coach on. We
are very much looking forward
to 2018 for all the places we
will see and the people we will
meet.

”

Photo: Wells Gray Tours

GroupTour.com
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