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From the Editor
Bucket List!
Bucket list as a buzzword found its way into polite conversation a
few years ago in a Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman buddy film.
The two were finishing off a wish list before, well, the bending sickle’s
compass arrived. The title? The Bucket List.
Group Tour editors David Hoekman and Steph Lulofs put their
heads together to come up with a bucket list of destinations for groups.
Read their findings. Pages 12–15.
Inside find big news about Plymouth, Massachusetts, and its 400th
anniversary, the skinny about what’s happening in Columbus, Ohio,
and how much fun it is for groups to shop ’til they drop in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. We make a stop in Manchester, England, too, and
spend a few hours at the IWM (Imperial War Museum) where life on the
WWII homefront still resonates.
On page 104, Port City explores the pre-cruise possibilities in
Providence/Warren (Blount), Rhode Island. Find insider tips to help
your groups check the “take a cruise” tick on their bucket lists.

«

«

Mary Lu Laffey
editor@grouptour.com
@MaryLuGroupTour

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International

P.S. Does the month of May
seem far off to you? Not around
here. We are in the throes of
developing the Group Tour
Southeast/West issue. Our cover
story spotlights food tours served
with travel experiences on the side.

Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association
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news & notes
Native American
artists challenge
boundaries of
tradition
“Transformer: Native Art in Light and
Sound” is open through Jan. 6, 2019, in the
East Gallery of the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of the American Indian, George
Gustav Heye Center in New York City.
This exhibition of indigenous worldview
demonstrates the continuing adaptability
of tradition to find a place within today’s
society. “Transformer” features 10 artists
and nine installations that employ a variety
of media, including light, digital projection
and innovative sound technology, to provide
thought-provoking and unforgettable experiences composed for the digital age.
“Native artists are challenging long-held
ideas about whether art can be both Native and contemporary,” said Kevin Gover
(Pawnee), director of the National Museum
of the American Indian. “What speaks loudly
in ‘Transformer’ is the idea that nontraditional
media and modern form can be embraced
by Native artists to build upon traditional
Indigenous expression. The artists don’t lose
touch with their heritage, yet they set the
stage for future adaptation.”
212-514-3705
http://nmai.si.edu/visit/newyork

Nickelodeon
Universe set for
American Dream
American Dream, a retail and entertainment destination under development at the
Meadowlands Complex in Bergen County,
New Jersey, will include an indoor Nickelodeon Universe theme park.
The park will feature two world record roller coasters. One is an intertwined Launched
Euro-Fighter and the other is a Spinning
Coaster whose cars rotate on a vertical axis
as they move along the track.
American Dream, scheduled to open in
2019, is about 3 million square feet. Anchor
tenants are Saks Fifth Avenue and Lord &
Taylor. Over 450 retail, food and specialty
shops will be part of the complex.
In addition, American Dream will have
North America’s largest fully-enclosed indoor

DreamWorks Water Park and Nickelodeon
Universe theme park. Plans call for a
16-story Big Snow Indoor Ski & Snow Park;
a live performing arts theater; 285-foot
Observation Wheel; luxury movie theaters by
Cinemex; Sea Life Aquarium, Lego Discovery
Center; NHL-size ice rink; and two 18-hole
miniature golf attractions.
americandream.com

Photo: Princess Cruises

Princess Cruises
adds treetops
to excursions
Princess Cruises 2018 programming
for Alaska will feature the line’s custom designed wilderness treehouse located at Mt.
McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge.
The treehouse is a new addition to the
guest experience that allows guests an
opportunity to view Denali, North America’s
highest peak, enjoy themed activities and
socialize with fellow travelers while among
the trees. The treehouse was built during an
episode of Animal Planet’s hit show “Treehouse Masters,” in association with the line’s
partnership with Discovery Communications,
which premiered during the 2017 season
finale.
The treehouse was the first-ever designed
and constructed in Alaska by Pete Nelson,
the star of the popular TV series. As one of
the highest land-based north-facing viewing
areas, the treehouse provides Princess
guests a one-of-a-kind experience to see
the south face of Denali from atop the trees.
Powered by solar panels, the treehouse
measures about 500 square feet. Guests
can access the treehouse by hiking a short
“hill trail loop” and be rewarded with the
ultimate Denali view.
For nearly 50 years, Princess Cruises has
been recognized as a destination leader
in Alaska, taking more guests to the Great

Thank you for reading
Group Tour magazine!
Each issue of
Group Tour magazine
is crafted with tour
planners in mind.
To help you plan better,
each issue features:
• Exciting destinations
• Thrilling itineraries
• Latest travel trends
• Group-friendly restaurants
and lodging
Never miss an issue!
Subscribe online at
grouptour.com/subscribe

Continued on page 6
GroupTour.com
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Land than any other cruise company with its
largest deployment ever in 2018.
In addition to the treehouses, Princess
guests will be able to stay at other Princessowned lodges, and ride on the exclusive
Direct-to-the-Wilderness rail service, saving
time on travel and allowing for more time to
experience the Denali area.
800-774-6237
princess.com

Photo: Bowood House

England’s Bowood
House & Gardens
showcases
group tours

and Gardens is eager to customize tours for
individual groups. The Gardener’s Bothy can
be made available as a reception area for
groups to be served refreshments on arrival.
England’s Bowood House & Gardens
It is also an ideal space for guest speaker
announces four defining guided tours for
talks and demonstrations.
2018. Located about 90 miles from London,
“Our warm and friendly tour guides are
the gardens are open April 1 through Nov. 1.
extremely well-versed in the intricacies of
Themes include Bowood House, Capability
the Bowood story and their passion for it is
Brown’s parkland, the Walled Garden and
infectious,” said Amy Nutland, marketing and
another for Dr. Joseph Priestley.
business development manager for Bowood
The team at Wiltshire’s Bowood House
WV.GroupTourSixth2017_Layout 5 8/21/17 4:52 House
PM
and Gardens. “Group tours definitely
offer a fuller Bowood experience with added
value included in their prices,” she said.
Group Tours Always Welcome
To a large extent, Bowood’s group tours
Open at 11am Daily
reveal
the vigor of the 2nd Earl of Shelburne,
Plenty of Coach Parking
Prime Minister from 1782 -1783. He was
the Earl negotiated peace with America after
the War of Independence. He is credited
with improving the Bowood that had been
purchased by his father, the 1st Earl of
New England seafood at
Shelburne.
its best! Chicken, pasta, SINCE
For those groups planning to build an
steaks & other specialties
overnight
stay into their itinerary, the 43-bed9
6
19
for the land-lubbers too!
room Bowood Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort
is one mile from the House and Gardens.
Bowood is located in Derry Hill, Wiltshire.
bowood.org

this exhibition.
Expanding upon previous exhibitions,
‘Terracotta Army’ not only includes the impressive terracotta figures, but also considers important works of art from the Qin’s
neighboring states and tells the story of the
nomadic peoples of northwestern China.
Dating from 770–206 B.C., these works of
art, excavated from the emperor’s mausoleum as well as aristocratic and nomadic
tombs, reflect history, myths and burial
practices in ancient China. In addition to the
nine life-size terracotta figures, the exhibition
includes a cavalry horse, arms and armor,
ritual bronze vessels, works in gold and
silver, jade ornaments, precious jewelry and
ceramics.

‘Terracotta Army’
coming to Cincinnati

Kittery Maine, Chichester,
Nashua, Dover & West Lebanon NH
For restaurant addresses, menus and
additional information visit

www.weathervaneseafoods.com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Reader Service Card #449
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The formation and vast influence of
China’s landmark Qin dynasty will be
showcased in “Terracotta Army: Legacy
of the First Emperor of China” from April
20 through Aug. 12 at the Cincinnati Art
Museum.
This special exhibition includes 120
objects drawn from the collections of
Chinese art museums and archaeological
institutes. More than 40 of these works
have never been on view in the U.S. before

Kneeling Archer, Qin dynasty (221–206 BC), earthenware, 122
x 62 x 53 cm, Excavated from Pit 2, Qin Shihuang’s Mausoleum,
1977, Emperor Qin Shihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum

news & notes
interactive art installations, life-sized games
and fireworks.
Plans for new events are currently underway, including a cherry blossom augmented
reality installation with ARTECHOUSE and
an inaugural Tennis Tournament at East
Potomac Park.
The National Cherry Blossom Festival is
the nation’s greatest springtime celebration.
The 2018 Festival, March 20–April 15, includes four weeks of events featuring diverse
and creative programming promoting traditional and contemporary arts and culture,
natural beauty and community spirit.
877-442-5666
nationalcherryblossomfestival.org

Admission is charged for this special
exhibition. The museum offers tour packages for adults that include a docent-led
tour, shopping discounts and a welcome gift.
Lunch can be included.
513-639-2975
cincinnatiartmuseum.org/terracotta

2018 National Cherry
Blossom Festival looks
ahead to spring
The National Cherry Blossom Festival
and Festival officials announced new and
expanded programming that will incorporate
elements of art, music and play.
The 2018 official artwork was created by
Maggie O’Neill, a D.C.-based artist, designer,
and creative entrepreneur.
The Festival also revealed plans for
Petalpalooza, a daylong all-ages event taking
place at District Wharf on April 7. The event
(formerly known as the Southwest Waterfront
Fireworks Festival), will feature larger-than-life
elements including multiple music stages,

Navy Pier hotel
to operate under
Curio Collection
by Hilton brand
A new hotel on Navy Pier in Chicago is
expected to open in 2019.
First Hospitality Group, Inc. and Navy Pier

Collette brings together tours to all
7 continents, a specialized groups
department, and a 98% customer
approval rating. All this adds up to a
track record that you can count on.

Rendering: PRNewsfoto/First Hospitality Group, Inc.

announced in December the 222-room hotel
will operate under the exclusive Curio Collection by Hilton. The brand has more than 40
independent hotels open around the world.
The development, first announced in April
2016, will be located adjacent to Festival
Hall at the eastern end of Navy Pier. Guests
will experience views of Chicago, Lake
Michigan and Navy Pier from floor-to-ceiling
windows. Other plans for the hotel include a
30,000-square-foot rooftop restaurant and
bar with skyline views, a high-energy firstfloor restaurant and a fitness room.
fhginc.com
Continued on page 8

TOP REASONS TO PARTNER WITH COLLETTE:
· Revolutionary travel protection plan "cancel for any
reason” and receive money back, not vouchers
· Risk-free group reservations - deposits not required
and no minimum group size
· Earn top commission and comps on land and air

· Expert Tour Managers - Collette’s tour managers
are the best trained and most experienced in
the industry
· Free personalized marketing materials including
your own web page

BOOK YOUR GROUP TODAY!
Call 800.762.5345 or contact your local Business Development Manager.
CST#2006766-20 UBN#601220855 Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2003-0279

Reader Service Card #113
GroupTour.com
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Tactile exhibit
explores Vietnam
battle
The exhibit “The Marines and Tet: The
Battle That Changed the Vietnam War” will
be on view at the Newseum in Washington,
D.C., through July 8.
Featured will be 20 large-format photographs from the 1968 Tet Offensive and 10
tactile versions of those photographs with
touch-activated sensors that provide audio
interviews, allowing blind and low-vision visitors to experience the images through touch
and sound. Developed with support from the
National Federation of the Blind and Nikon,
the Newseum is the first museum in the
United States to host a major tactile exhibit
designed to include blind and low-vision
visitors.
The exhibit shows the work of John
Olson, a young photographer with Stars and
Stripes, who spent three days with the Marines at the 1968 Battle of Hue, the bloodiest
single battle of the Vietnam War.
Included are unique artifacts, including
Nikon cameras that Olson used in Vietnam
and personal items from the Marines, as
well as newspapers and magazines that
published Olson’s photography.
202-292-6690
newseum.org

New York’s
Times Square
sweetens up
Hershey’s Chocolate World in New York
City relocated to a bigger venue in Times
Square in December.
Tourists will encounter the Amazing Candy
Machine where they can mix and match
up to a dozen Hershey products. They also
can personalize Hershey’s Milk Chocolate
Bar wrappers to capture their Times Square
memory, or “Say It with a Kiss” and select a
digital message to display.
Chocolate World also will sell made-toorder treats such as s’mores made with
special “graham crackers that have a hint
of smoky flavor and a full Hershey’s Milk
Chocolate Bar.”
A new in-store bakery will give visitors the
opportunity to purchase cookies and treats
to take home.
212-581-9100
hersheys.com

8

March 2018

Fra Angelico:
Heaven on Earth
The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in
Boston is the sole venue for “Fra Angelico:
Heaven on Earth.” It opened Feb. 22 and
will run through May 28. The exhibition
explores renowned Renaissance painter
Fra Angelico’s talent for storytelling. For
the first time ever, the four newly restored
reliquaries — containers for holy relics that
were painted for the church of Santa Maria
Novella in Florence between 1424 and 1434
— will be reunited at the Gardner. Together
they picture the life of the Virgin Mary and
offer the opportunity to explore his talent for
sacred tales.
“Heaven on Earth” brings together choice
examples of his narrative art, inviting visitors
to experience the wonder of his breathtaking
stories up close and in a new light.
“We are thrilled to present the work of
this extraordinary Renaissance artist and
storyteller,” said Peggy Fogelman, the
Norma Jean Calderwood Director of the
Museum. “Gardner was the first collector in
the United States to acquire a Fra Angelico,
when she had already begun plans for her
boldly conceived museum. It is only fitting
that these works be reunited here in Boston
for the public to enjoy.”
617-566-1401
gardnermuseum.org

Château Frontenac
to gain anthem
Pianist and composer Steve Barakatt will
create Château Frontenac’s official anthem
to mark the hotel’s 125th anniversary.
The anthem will premiere in April at a musical gala to celebrate the 125th anniversary
of the Canadian landmark in Québec City,
Québec, Canada. The event will be held in
the Château Frontenac’s Grand Ballroom
and will feature the Orchestre Symphonique
de Québec and a number of renowned
artists.
“It’s an honor to compose a musical work
for an architectural landmark that is so loved
and admired by national and international
visitors alike,” said Barakatt. “It’s a unique
opportunity to pay homage to one of North
America’s most iconic building.”
In the past decade, Barakatt has become
a leading composer of official anthems for
organizations such as UNICEF, the Lotte
Group, the city of Saemangeum in South

Korea, the 66 royal golf clubs and the Royal
Canadian Air Force.
A National Historic Site of Canada in the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Old Québec, the Château Frontenac will become the
first heritage building in the world to have an
official anthem.
fairmont.com/frontenac-quebec
stevebarakatt.com

Massillon Museum
expands in Ohio
The Paul E. Brown Museum and Massillon
Tiger Football Museum is scheduled to open
this summer in Massillon, Ohio.
This new expansion to the Massillon Museum celebrates the rich history of football
in Massillon and the accomplishments and
impact of Paul E. Brown in football and
beyond. Brown was the co-founder and first
coach of the Cleveland Browns, a NFL team
named after him. The first floor of the new
three-story multipurpose building will be a
flat-floor event space available for rent and
to host museum and community events. The
new Paul Brown Museum is set for the second floor. Permanent and rotating exhibits
highlight Brown and his impact in the NFL,
as well as the legacy of Massillon Tigers
football. The third floor will be home to the
administrative offices and climate-controlled
archives for the Paul Brown collection.
Admission to the Massillon Museum including the new Paul E. Brown Museum will
continue to be free of charge.
330-833-4061
massillonmuseum.org

Explore Georgia
O’Keeffe’s 1939
immersion in the
Hawaiian Islands
The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG)
announced its major 2018 exhibition, “Georgia O’Keeffe: Visions of Hawai‘i”.
Running from May 19 to Oct. 28, the
exhibition will feature a lush flower show in
NYBG’s Enid A. Haupt Conservatory that
evokes the gardens and landscapes that inspired O’Keeffe as well as the complex story
of the flora and unique ecology of Hawai‘i.
For visitors to NYBG, this promises to be a
chance to travel to the Hawaiian Islands and
view them as O’Keeffe saw them more than

news & notes
70 years ago.
The exhibition continues in the LuEsther
T. Mertz Library Art Gallery at NYBG, which
will offer a rare opportunity to see a group of
20 of O’Keeffe’s paintings that were created
during a three-month sojourn commissioned
by the Hawaiian Pineapple Company (now
Dole) in 1939. The exhibition is curated by
art historian Theresa Papanikolas, Ph.D., of
the Honolulu Museum of Art.
718-817-8700
nybg.org

Great Lakes exhibition
begins in Grand Rapids
A multifaceted exhibition by New Yorkbased artist Alexis Rockman at Grand Rapids Art Museum in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
examines the forces — past, present and
future — shaping the Great Lakes.
“Alexis Rockman: The Great Lakes Cycle”
is organized by the Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) and will be on view through

Drop of Water, 2017. Watercolor, ink, and
acrylic on paper, 74 1/8 x 52 inches.
Photo: Courtesy of the Artist and Sperone
Westwater, New York.

April 29. The project features all new work
by the artist: five mural-sized paintings; six
vibrant, large-scale watercolors; and a selec-

tion of monochrome field drawings based on
his travel, interviews and extensive research
in the Great Lakes region.
“The Great Lakes Cycle will inform and
inspire viewers regarding the history of the
Great Lakes, current challenges and threats
to the region, and opportunities to positively
shape its future,” said GRAM director and
CEO Dana Friis-Hansen, who curated the
exhibition.
“Alexis Rockman: The Great Lakes Cycle”
will subsequently appear at the Chicago Cultural Center from June 2 through Oct. 1; the
Museum of Contemporary Art, Cleveland,
from Oct. 19 through Jan. 27, 2019; the
Haggerty Museum of Art, Milwaukee, Feb.
8-May 19, 2019; the Weisman Art Museum,
Minneapolis, from Oct. 5, 2019, through Jan.
5, 2020; and the Flint Institute of Arts, Flint,
Michigan, May 9-Aug. 12, 2020.
616-831-1000
artmuseumgr.org
Continued on page 10
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Taltree Arboretum
& Gardens and Purdue
University Northwest
announce partnership

Chicago sets new
tourism record of
55 million visitors
in 2017

Taltree Arboretum & Gardens in Valparaiso, Indiana, has been donated to Purdue
University Northwest (PNW).
Announcing the donation in December
2017 were Taltree Arboretum & Gardens
Foundation’s Board of Directors; Damien
and Rita Gabis, the founders of Taltree Arboretum & Gardens; and PNW.
PNW will continue to operate the 300-acre
property, to be renamed Gabis Arboretum
at Purdue Northwest, as an arboretum for
public, educational, conservation and recreational use.
The gift to the university is valued at about
$12 million. It is the largest donation in the
history of the PNW campuses to date. PNW
will assume operations of the arboretum
upon closing of the transfer of ownership,
anticipated to occur in early 2018. The
renaming of the property is pending final
approval of the Purdue University Board of
Trustees in February 2018.
The arboretum features multiple gardens,
pavilions, a Monarch waystation, an outdoor
classroom and the popular Railway Garden.
PNW has campuses in Hammond, Indiana, and Westville, Indiana.
219-462-0025
taltree.org

Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel and
Choose Chicago recently announced that
visitors to the city in 2017 reached 55.2
million — a new record and a 2.5 percent increase over the previous year. The increase
of 1.4 million reaches Emanuel’s goal of 55
million visitors annually — two years early.
Chicago’s tourism industry supported an
estimated 146,500 jobs in 2017, a 17 percent increase since Emanuel took office.
The year 2017 marked another major
increase in leisure visitors to the city, as
Chicago hotels reported an overall annual
increase of 6.3 percent. This increase of the
leisure segment was particularly strong in
the key summer months. Hotels reported an
increase of 7.4 percent during the four-month
period June through September — more than
double the growth of the previous summer.
Overall, Chicago hotel demand in terms of
rooms occupied grew 3.3 percent in 2017.
312-567-8500
choosechicago.com

Reader Service Card #106
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Marble House
Photo: Discover Newport

Newport Mansions
surpass 1 million
admissions again
For the second consecutive year, The
Preservation Society of Newport County in
Rhode Island gave more than 1 million tours
of the Newport Mansions last year.
“Achieving such a milestone for two years
in a row shows that historic preservation
is important to people,” said Trudy Coxe,
Preservation Society CEO and executive
director. “They care about keeping America’s
heritage alive. It also demonstrates the
sustainability of cultural tourism as a critical
component of our local and state economy
and the importance of continuing to invest in
historic preservation in Rhode Island.”
Contributing to the Preservation Society’s
recent success has been the growth in its
special exhibition schedule.
Also, in 2017, the Preservation Society
debuted a new tour, Beneath the Breakers,
taking visitors on an underground guided
tour of the historic boiler room, tunnel and
basement spaces of the great house to learn
about the domestic technology that made
the elegance above ground possible.
Four of the Newport Mansions now
operate daily year-round: The Breakers, The
Elms, Marble House (pictured) and Rosecliff.
The Preservation Society’s other houses,
Chateau-sur-Mer, Chepstow, Hunter House,
Isaac Bell House, Kingscote and Green Animals Topiary Garden, operate on a seasonal
schedule from early spring to late fall.
401-847-2251
newportmansions.org

The Field Museum
welcomes titanosaur
A new dinosaur is coming to the main
Stanley Field Hall of The Field Museum in
Chicago.
In May, the museum will unveil a cast of
the largest dinosaur ever discovered. The
122-foot-long titanosaur will take up a third
of the hall, with its head peeking over the 28foot balcony to the second floor. And while
SUE the T. rex will move from the hall to a
new gallery, the titanosaur won’t be lonely —
it will be joined by life-size, detailed replicas
of giant flying reptiles, as well as state-of-theart hanging gardens. These additions mark
the beginning of a transformation of the
iconic hall for the museum’s 125th anniversary this year.
“Our goal as an institution is to offer visitors the best possible dinosaur experiences,
and we want that to start right when visitors
first enter Stanley Field Hall,” said Richard
Lariviere, Field Museum president. “The new
hanging gardens and the flock of pterosaurs
will take our visitors back to the age of the
dinosaurs and will complement the new
titanosaur.”

news & notes
Final installation is anticipated in late May.
SUE will be off display until spring 2019.
Then the fossil debuts in a brand-new gallery
as part of the museum’s permanent “Evolving Planet” exhibition.
312-665-7300
fieldmuseum.org

Detroit Zoo
turning 90
It’s going to be a busy year at the Detroit
Zoo, which is celebrating its 90th year.
Dinosauria returns to the zoo this summer
with more than 40 animatronic dinosaurs.
Three major renovation and expansion
projects — the giraffe habitat, Devereux Tiger
Forest and Holtzman Wildlife Foundation
Red Panda Forest — will be completed in
2018. Plus, a new habitat for Japanese giant
salamanders will be unveiled at the National
Amphibian Conservation Center.
248-336-5841
detroitzoo.org

45-acres, 39 buildings, 22 gardens,
fine and folk art, a steamboat,
locomotive, carousel, rotating
exhibitions, outdoor sculpture,
and more.
Puppets: World on a String
February 17–June 3
In the Garden, March 17–August 26
Playing Cowboy:
America’s Wild West Shows
June 23–October 21
Shelburne, Vermont

shelburnemuseum.org
Reader Service Card #111

Abu Dhabi posts
record numbers
of hotel guests

Photo: Department of Culture
and Tourism – Abu Dhabi

A record 4.87 million people stayed in
Abu Dhabi’s 162 hotels and hotel apartments during 2017. The number represents
a 9.8 percent year-on-year increase in guests
for the emirate.
Figures released by the Department of
Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi for its hospitality sector reveal the number of guests
staying in Abu Dhabi city during the year
rose by 10.3 percent to reach 4,295,030.
The Al Ain Region recorded a 5.5 percent
increase in hotel guests and the Al Dhafra
Region showed a 8.2 percent increase.
The number of guests from China surged
by 60 percent to more than 372,000. China
is Abu Dhabi’s largest overseas source market. The increase was due to the easing of
visa restrictions. Also, Chinese visitors now
receive visas on entry in the United Arab
Emirates.
India is the second largest international

source market for Abu Dhabi, with more
than 360,000 Indian guests recorded during
the 12 months, an increase of 11 percent.
The United Kingdom remains the largest
European source market, registering a 13
percent rise to more than 270,000. The
number of guests from the United States
rose more than 23 percent.
tcaabudhabi.ae/en
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VERMONT

Plan Your next tour to Vermont

GrouP tour manual and Vermonttourismnetwork.com

Your one-stop resource for new Vermont destinations for every tour:
• Statewide destinations
• Agriculture, arts & culture, attractions, historic sites, lodging,
restaurants, shopping, special events, unique experiences and more
• Group tours, student groups, family reunions and FIT
Vermont Tour & Receptive Operators/Step On Guides:
Custom Tours & More: 802-882-8475, customtoursvt@gmail.com
Finer Vermont Tours: 800-601-1857, finer@finervermonttours.com
Notch Above Tours: 802-881-0661, info@notchabovetours.com
Sugar Tours: 888-889-8681, vttours@sover.net

in partnership with

Charters: Premier Coach: 800-532-1811, info@premiercoach.net

For a FREE printed tour manual, call 802-262-2129 or email kballard@vtchamber.com
Reader Service Card #111
GroupTour.com
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Bucket list

Four destinations make travel dreams come true
By David Hoekman and Steph Lulofs

A

ccording to a 2017
AARP Travel
Research report,
58 percent of baby
boomers plan to take their next bucket
list trip in two to five years.
With an area of 3.8 million square

Door County, Wisconsin
With miles of shoreline and an
area that covers 492 square miles,
Door County is no stranger to nature,
adventure and history.
“Door County has long found its’
name on the bucket list of many a
traveler,” said Jon Jarosh, director of
communications and public relations
for Door County Visitor Bureau. “Perhaps it’s the vastness of our 300 miles
of Lake Michigan shoreline, or the
scenic beauty and outdoor recreation

miles, the United States has thousands of
cities and places to visit. But there are always those special places that leave lasting
memories on people’s minds and hearts.
Here are four domestic destinations
that would be a great addition to any
group tour’s bucket list.

opportunities at our five state parks
and 19 county parks. Maybe it’s the
maritime lure of 11 lighthouses or 34
named islands, or the quaintness of
the many waterfront villages dotted
along the coast. For some it could be
the available arts and cultural attractions, and for others the simplistic
beauty of a big water sunrise or sunset
that touches the soul. Whatever the
reason, for generations Door County
has found a way into the hearts of
both first-time and long-time travelers
and will undoubtedly remain on or
atop bucket lists everywhere.”

A must-see activity is the traditional fish boil. It is just one of the experiences that keeps drawing visitors back
year after year.
Outdoor activity enthusiasts find
plenty to do. Hike at the various parks,
hop on a boat for a fun high-speed
tour along the shores of the county or
explore the natural wonders of underwater caves from a kayak. Even take a
shot at yoga on a paddleboard.
Door County Visitor Bureau
920-743-4456
doorcounty.com

Top to bottom: Cana Island Lighthouse, Door County, Wis., Photo: Door County Visitor Bureau; Cave Point County Park, Door County, Wis., Photo: Mike Roemer
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New York, New York
“New York City is an immensely
popular destination for adult groups due
to its longstanding, iconic diversity and
vibrancy,” said Jerry Cito, senior vice
president of convention development for
NYC & Company. “It also tops the list of
‘musts’ for many groups, thanks in part to
the ongoing, creative contributions of locals whose trailblazing in the fields of art,
culture, thought and more result in the
continual evolution of the city’s fabric.”
Breathtaking views of one of the
busiest skylines is just one reason to
visit. The Empire State Building, One
World Observatory and Top of the Rock
(Rockefeller Plaza) are three opportunities for stunning views of the city that
never sleeps.
Stop at the National September 11
Memorial & Museum at the World
Trade Center site.
See a Broadway show. Group members can experience the rousing entertainment available in Midtown Manhattan’s Theatre District.
The lights, the energy and the advertisements are all pieces of what makes
Times Square so amazing. Times Square
was ranked in the top 10 “Must See Global Experiences” by CNN, can be seen in
hundreds of TV shows and movies.
Central Park is another popular
filming location and stop for visitors to
NYC. With European-inspired gardens, nature and wildlife in the city, the
chance to enjoy free theater or musical
performances, and waterfront dining, the park has a lot to offer visiting
groups.
NYC and Company
212-484-1200
traveltrade@nycgo.com
nycgo.com

Top to bottom: Flatiron District, New York, N.Y., Photo: Will Steacy; Lower Manhattan, New York, N.Y., Photo: Kate Glicksberg
GroupTour.com
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Mackinac Island, Michigan
Mackinac Island, situated between
Michigan’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas in the Straits of Mackinac,
has enchanted vacationers since the
Victorian era.
A key part of the island’s allure
is its ban on cars. Visitors today get
around by walking, bicycling or riding
in a horse-drawn carriage — just as in
1900, 1950, or 2000.
Grand Hotel and Mission Point Resort were among the island locations for

the 1980 movie, Somewhere in Time.
“Mackinac Island is special because
it is a unique experience,” said W. Bradley McCallum, vice president and managing director of Mission Point Resort.
“That’s what travelers are looking for,
and the island is genuinely different.”
Not only is Mackinac Island rich in
history, but the entire island keeps alive
traditions — think horse-drawn carriages — that elsewhere are relegated to
specific attractions.
Within that context, Mission Point
Resort stands out due to its setting and
its philosophy.
The resort’s sprawling 18-acre
campus on the shore of Lake Hu-

ron lends itself to pursuing simple
pleasures.
“Another thing that stands out is
our style, the way we do hospitality,”
McCallum said. “It’s informal, yet
elegant. And we have great food.”
Ferries transport groups to and
from the island. Book a narrated
horse-drawn carriage tour, delve into
the past at historic places like Fort
Mackinac and offer a boating tour or
kayak adventure. Fudge shops and
other retail locations yield souvenirs.
Mackinac Island Tourism Bureau
906-847-3783
mackinacisland.org

Top to bottom: Mackinac Island West Bluff Victorian cottage and horses, Mackinac Island, Mich.; Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island, Mich., Photo: Mission Point Resort
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Washington, D.C.
With its many attractions, museums and monuments, the nation’s
capital welcomed a record 22 million
visitors in 2016.
Visit the National Mall and
discover the power of the Lincoln
Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial,
the World War II Memorial and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The
Washington Monument, closed since
mid-2016 due to the unreliability of
the elevator control system, is set to
reopen in spring 2019. The National
Park Service has awarded a contract
for the modernization of the monument’s elevator and the construction
of a permanent screening facility for
visitors entering the landmark.
The Smithsonian Institution offers 11 museums and galleries on the
National Mall and six other museums
and the National Zoo in the Washington area. From postage stamps to
outer space, the Smithsonian has a
museum for it — and admission is
free. The Smithsonian offers groups
discounted packages to its restaurants,
IMAX theaters, the planetarium and
paid exhibitions.
Don’t forget to see the original
Declaration of Independence, Constitution of the United States and Bill
of Rights at the National Archives
Museum.
Other popular D.C. museums are
the International Spy Museum, the
National Building Museum and the
Newseum. The Museum of the Bible
opened late last year.
Destination DC
washington.org

Top to bottom: Jefferson Memorial, Washington, D.C.; United States Capitol, Washington, D.C.
GroupTour.com
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Illinois
Chicago

Besides Chicago’s striking downtown, the city offers more
than 60 museums, shopping and theater options.
Choose Chicago is very active in the group tour market,
said Brian Said, vice president of global development for the
organization. “We participate at major trade shows so as to
brief tour operators about the latest Chicago tourism product
offerings which helps operators produce great itineraries and
experiences for travelers,” he said. “We provide collateral that
assists both the trade and the traveler while planning and at
the destination such as neighborhood maps, visitor guides
and group-friendly restaurants. Choose Chicago also connects
operators to partners that provide key services and attractions.”
Choose Chicago
312-567-8500
choosechicago.com

SEE

Stop at Millennium
Park, located in the heart
of downtown Chicago. The
park’s prominent features are
the Frank Gehry-designed
Jay Pritzker Pavilion; the
interactive Crown Fountain;
and Anish Kapoor’s hugely
popular Cloud Gate sculpture,
known as The Bean.
Motorcoach drop off is
on Upper Randolph Street,
east of the turn-around by the
Harris Theater.
Millennium Park
312-742-1168
millenniumpark.org

DO

Take a Chicago
Architecture Foundation
River Cruise. Group
members catch a glimpse of
the city’s history, growth and
architecture on the 90-minute
cruise. CAF-certified
volunteer docents interpret
over 50 buildings along the
Chicago River.
Enjoy the views from an
open-air deck or a climatecontrolled lower cabin.
Chicago Architecture
Foundation River Cruise
312-322-1130
architecture.org

TRY

Stop at Navy Pier to
explore more than 50 acres
of public parks, restaurants,
attractions and shops. The
Centennial Wheel, which
opened in 2016, is 50 feet
taller than its predecessor
and operates year-round.
The wheel offers visitors
360-degree views of Chicago
and Lake Michigan.
Motorcoaches must drop
off and pick up groups at
Navy Pier.
Navy Pier
312-595-5331
navypier.com

EAT

Stop at a Lou Malnati’s
Pizzeria for Chicago’s
famous deep-dish pizza.
Forget thin crusts and
delicate toppings. The
family owned company’s 49
restaurants in Chicagoland
use secret recipes for the
flakey crust and exclusive
sausage blend. Each
handmade pie contains plum
tomatoes from California and
Wisconsin cheese. Chicagostyle pizza is typically eaten
with a knife and fork.
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria
loumalnatis.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: © City of Chicago, Abel Arciniega, Chicago Architecture Foundation, Choose Chicago, Adam Alexander Photography
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Find thrills and more at
Quarry Cable Park in Crystal Lake
A 32-acre cable wake park in northeastern Illinois supplies summertime
thrills and memories.
Quarry Cable Park is located on the
North Lake of Three Oaks Recreation
Area in Crystal Lake.
Cable wakeboarding riders move
along a cable system suspended in the
air by a series of towers around the lake.
Quarry Cable Park uses the cuttingedge Sesitec Full-Size Cable System (a
full loop course with jumps and features
for experienced riders) and two Sesitec
System 2.0 Cable Systems (straight
courses primarily for beginners).
“Riders are pulled around the lake
by grasping a towrope that is attached
to the cable system,” said Angie Rinn,
manager. “This approach to wakeboarding allows for a more secure learning

environment with constant supervision
and accurate speed control.”
Riders can purchase a two-hour,
four-hour or all-day wristband. All
riders must have a signed waiver on file
and wear a helmet, U.S. Coast Guardapproved life vest and wakeboard when
on the water. Riders can bring their own
equipment or rent a package.
Wakeboarding lessons from a pro
rider are available.
The season’s length depends on the
weather. In 2017, the restaurant and
cables opened in May and operated
into October. During the winter, the
indoor spaces are available to rent for
holiday events, corporate gatherings
and weddings.
Group outings can be arranged in advance. A special rate on cable wristbands

CHICAGO’S
GET AWAY.

Wakeboard rider, Quarry Cable Park, Crystal Lake, Ill.
Photo: Ryan Castre Photography

is available for groups of 15-plus riders.
“Groups can make a day of it and
rent a private event space and have their
event catered by Duke’s on the Water,
as well as incorporate the activities that
Three Oaks Recreation Area has to offer,” Rinn said.
Quarry Cable Park also has two fullsize sand volleyball courts, baggo area
and outdoor bar and restaurant. n
Quarry Cable Park
815-893-0036
ride@thequarrycablepark.com
thequarrycablepark.com

WAY TO

D E P A R T I N G F R O M C H I C A G O ’ S R I V E R W A L K AT

Michigan Ave. AND Wacker Dr.
Mercurycruises.com

GET THE INSIDE SCOOP
ON OUR TOWN.
IT’S BOAT LIFE,
CHICAGO STYLE!

WE LOVE
GROUPS!

CONTACT US TODAY FOR

COMPETITIVE RATES
AND INCENTITIVES

+1 (312) 332-1353 • GROUPTOURS@MERCURYCRUISES.COM

Reader Service Card #143
GroupTour.com
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Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower
pays tribute to explorers, rivers

Reader Service Card #725

bizarre
brow-raising
spooky
spine-tingling
astounding & amazing
the famous & infamous 13
of the Quincy area

{Off the Record}
Self-Guided Driving Tour

2 hrs north of
St Louis on the
Great River Rd

Download your
Off the Record Guide
or call 8OO 978 4748

~

SEEO
seequincy.com

Reader Service Card #109
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Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower in
Hartford celebrates 19th-century explorers and the meeting of key waterways.
The concrete structure was built as a
way to commemorate the bicentennial
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
From 1803 to 1806, Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark led the Corps
of Discovery. The group of about 30
men was the first official government
expedition to explore the lands west of
the Mississippi River.
The tower, completed in 2010, is
near Camp River Dubois, where Lewis
and Clark established a winter camp in
1803. Now a state historic site, it’s the
Illinois starting point of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.
“We show groups where Lewis and
Clark took off from,” said Mary Ann
Warmack, main tour guide. “It’s a splendid view of the whole area.”
Elevators and stairs lead to platforms at 50, 100 and 150 feet above
the confluence of the Missouri and
Mississippi rivers.
The platforms connect the two towers, which represent Lewis and Clark
and the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
The first platform relates the story of
Hartford as an emerging industrial community located along the riverbanks and
the history of the Wood River Refinery
in nearby Roxana.
At the second platform, learn about
the Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway, a 33-mile route
from Hartford north to Pere Marquette State Park.
The tower’s highest platform provides a grand view of the confluence
of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
Visitors can see where the Corps of
Discovery moved up the Mississippi
and Missouri rivers. The view in clear
weather extends from downtown St.
Louis and the Gateway Arch, 19 miles
south of Hartford, to the Clark Bridge in

Alton and points farther north.
The tower is ADA accessible.
Group rates are available for 12 or
more people, and reservations need to
be made through the Alton Regional
Convention & Visitors Bureau. A tower
tour guide must accompany all guests.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower
800-258-6645
confluencetower.com

Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower, Hartford, Ill.
Photo: Alton Regional CVB

attention
IT’S TIME TO GET TO GALENA COUNTRY. BOOK
A MEETING WITH US TODAY! VISITGALENA.ORG

Reader Service Card #702
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Indiana
Kokomo

Kokomo, nestled in north central Indiana, offers interactive
tours and fun attractions.
“With its history, beauty and charm, Kokomo has a lot to
offer tour groups,” said Sherry Matlock, manager of Greater
Kokomo Visitors Bureau. “Our community has the dining and
lodging amenities guests want and expect, as well as unique
experiences and personalized group services to create a
memorable visit.”
In the summer, special group pricing is available for a
Kokomo Jackrabbits college prospect league baseball game at
Kokomo Municipal Stadium. The downtown stadium is close to
restaurants, boutique shops and art galleries.
The bureau offers several free services for easy group tour
planning.
Greater Kokomo Visitors Bureau
765-457-6802
visitkokomo.org

DO

Stop at Kokomo
Opalescent Glass, which
has been producing art glass
in its original location since
1888 and is America’s oldest
art glass company.
Watch as art glass is
hand-ladled and rolled from
a 2,500-degree furnace and
as artists make blown-glass
creations in the Hot Glass
Studio. In addition, see glass
bead-making demonstrations
and visit the gift shop.
Kokomo Opalescent Glass
765-457-1829
kog.com

Photos: Greater Kokomo Visitors Bureau
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EAT

TRY

Stop at Seiberling
Mansion and Elliott House
for lunch/dinner and a tour.
The Victorian mansion
was built by industrialist
and entrepreneur Monroe
Seiberling, who came to
Kokomo during the Indiana
gas boom of the late 19th
century and built several
factories in the region. See
stained-glass windows and a
third-floor ballroom.

Stop at J. Edwards
Gourmet Fine Chocolates
and Gourmet Cakes.
The company offers over
60 different handmade
chocolates in regular and
sugar-free. Cakes and
cupcakes are made every
day. Homemade salsas, jams,
soups and dips are available.
As shop space is limited,
this stop is recommended for
small to medium size groups.

Howard County
Historical Society
765-452-4314
howardcountymuseum.org

J. Edwards Fine Chocolates
and Gourmet Cakes
765-626-0142
jedwardsgourmet.com

SEE

Kokomo’s Elwood
Haynes developed the first
commercially successful U.S.
gas-powered auto. See a
1905 Haynes at the Elwood
Haynes Museum and rare
Indiana-built cars at Kokomo
Automotive Museum.
Elwood Haynes Museum
765-456-7500
www.cityofkokomo.org
Kokomo Automotive
Museum
765-454-9999
kokomoautomotive
museum.com

Explore Above and Below
in Historic Corydon & Harrison County
For a sample itinerary,
contact Stacy at 888-738-2137
or stacyp@thisisindiana.org

thisisindiana.org

Reader Service Card #337
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INDIANA’S

Unforgettable
Group Experience!

vflwb.com/groups

Ukulele class, Maxwell’s House of Music, Jeffersonville, Ind. Photo: SoIN Tourism

Southern Indiana
highlights experiences

812-936-3418

Visit French Lick West Baden is a
favorite destination for groups large
and small. Nestled in the heart of
Southern Indiana and surrounded
by the Hoosier National Forest, this
resort community has welcomed
guests who have enjoyed awe
inspiring getaways for over 100
years. We invite you to relive the
fabulous history and vibrant lifestyles
of this breathtaking destination
that offers gracious hospitality,
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of
opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact
Kristal Painter at
kristal@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

Reader Service Card #755
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Hands-on activities are increasingly
popular for group tours in Southern
Indiana’s Clark and Floyd counties.
Jim Epperson, executive director of
SoIN Tourism, noted the organization and
its tourism partners have always presented
very marketable experiences to groups.
“But we know we always have to be
changing and growing,” Epperson said.
That’s why Kate Kane Bewley, sales
director, works with attractions to develop participatory experiences.
“We want the groups to do something,” Bewley said. “We know they’re
going to see something. But when
they do something, that is going to
create the best memory they will take
home and share.”
Groups can pick fruit or take a wine
tour at Huber’s Orchard, Winery &
Vineyards in Borden.
At Maxwell’s House of Music in
Jeffersonville, a group can learn to play
the ukulele.
Bewley can help a tour planner arrange a culinary experience at a local
vocational school’s culinary program.
Under the direction of a chef, group
members work together to prepare

their meal.
Culbertson Mansion State Historic
Site in New Albany has been a perennial favorite. Besides simply touring the
grand 1867 home, a group can make
its way through the house in a real-life
game of Clue by finding the hidden
clues that reveal who did the crime,
where and why.
Derby Dinner Playhouse in Clarksville is another longtime favorite. The
year-round dinner theater features
Broadway musicals, mysteries, comedies and dramas. In addition to a show
and a meal, the playhouse offers groups
acting exercises and a special behindthe-scenes tour.
At the Vintage Fire Museum in Jeffersonville, group members participate
in a simulated bucket brigade. They
experience firsthand the ineffectiveness
of that early fire-fighting method. “It gets
the group laughing and engaged,” Bewley said. “Then they learn how firefighting techniques developed.”n
SoIN Tourism
812-282-6654
gosoin.com

indiana

Tour

Nature and art coexist at Newfields

E X PE R IE N CE A...

Indianapolis Museum of Art’s
sprawling campus now carries a name.
The museum united the diverse
elements on its 152 acres into a holistic
cultural campus called Newfields.
Newfields, a Place for Nature and the
Arts encompasses the Indianapolis Museum of Art, The Garden, Lilly House,
performance spaces and The Virginia B.
Fairbanks Art & Nature Park: 100 Acres.
Newfields provides dynamic, relevant and social experiences with both
art and nature, said Charles L. Venable,
director and CEO.
On display from June 1 through
Aug. 26 will be “Summer Wonderland:
Spectacular Creatures.” Newfields is
partnering with Cracking Art to welcome hundreds of animal figures in a
variety of colors and sizes to indoor and
outdoor spaces.
“Since the museum has a large col-

lection, beautiful grounds and gardens
and the Oldfields country estate, a
visit here can accommodate several
tour options,” said Wendy Wilkerson,
senior coordinator for school and group
services. “Perhaps the most requested
tours are the American and European
collections.”
Wilkerson suggested groups stay for
at least four hours to enjoy all Newfields has to offer. “Stroll the Garden,
explore the IMA galleries, stop for lunch
and shop, of course,” she said.
As there can be extensive walking,
Wilkerson recommended groups plan
to be as comfortable as possible and take
a break in the galleries or cafe.
Motorcoach parking is available. n

SOUTHEAST INDIANA

GIRLFRIEND

Getaways

Newfields
317-920-2679
discovernewfields.org

ukulele-playing,
candy-crunching,
wine-tasting,
fossil-finding,
fire-fighting,
murder-solving,
stage-storming,
GoSoIN.com SoIN-get-away!

Aurora and
Lawrenceburg
OHIO
Indianapolis

INDIANA

1

KENTUCKY

Louisville

CLARKSVILLE
JEFFERSONVILLE
NEW ALBANY
GoSoIN.com • (812) 282-6654
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Cincinnati

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

Reader Service Card #368
GroupTour.com
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Michigan
Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo, the major city in southwest Michigan, is situated
midway between Chicago and Detroit on Interstate 94.
“Kalamazoo is an ideal destination for group tours and offers
attractions, lodging, recreation, dining and shopping for every
preference and budget,” said Renée Newman, vice president
of marketing and communications for Discover Kalamazoo.
“Discover Kalamazoo and our entire community will work
together to make your group tour a tremendous success. The
Discover Kalamazoo team can provide complimentary services
to make certain your visit is exciting and enjoyable.”
These itinerary suggestions come from Discover Kalamazoo.
Discover Kalamazoo
269-488-9000
discoverkalamazoo.com

SIP

TOUR

LEARN

Stop at Bell’s Brewery,
the oldest craft brewer east of
Colorado. Much has changed
since owner Larry Bell first
started brewing in 1985, but
the company’s commitment
to brewing thoughtful, creative
and artistic craft beer has not
changed at all.
Groups see where it
all started on a tour of the
original brewery in downtown
Kalamazoo. Advanced
reservations are required.

Stop at Heritage Guitar
for a tour. The tradition of
handcrafting high-quality
guitars in Kalamazoo
continues in a former Gibson
guitar factory.
Heritage Guitar recently
partnered with Rolling Stone,
LLC to make the factory
a must-see destination.
Increased production
facilities, an entertainment
venue, recording studio and a
restaurant are planned.

Stop at Glass Art
Kalamazoo for a
demonstration in glass
blowing, lampworks, stained
glass, mosaics, kiln fusing or
sandblasting.
Group projects, such
as making a Christmas
ornament, for example,
are available, as well as
demonstrations and tours.
A group of Kalamazoo
glass artists founded the
nonprofit organization in 2002.

Stop at Gilmore Car
Museum, North America’s
largest auto museum. Situated
on a 90-acre campus near
Kalamazoo, the museum
displays nearly 400 vintage
automobiles and motorcycles
from all eras in over a dozen
historic buildings.
Special features include
a 1930s Shell gas station, a
working 1941 Silk City diner
and replicas of historic car
dealerships.

Bell’s Brewery
269-382-2338
bellsbeer.com

Heritage Guitar
269-385-5721
heritageguitar.com

Glass Art Kalamazoo
269-552-9802
glassartkalamazoo.org

Gilmore Car Museum
269-671-5089
gilmorecarmuseum.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Discover Kalamazoo, Discover Kalamazoo, Discover Kalamazoo, Oliver Krings, Discover Kalamazoo
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Get the royal treatment
at Henderson Castle in Kalamazoo
Known as the jewel of Kalamazoo,
the Queen Anne-style mansion is an
inn, restaurant, vineyard and day spa.
“People love the feeling they receive
as they walk the cobblestone pathway
and the feeling of the ambience shift
while strolling through the foyer,” said
Cortnee Lane, weddings and events
manager. “Each individual has their
own experience or room that they enjoy,
from the gift shop to the roof top.”
The castle was built in 1895 for area
businessman Frank Henderson and overlooks downtown Kalamazoo. A French
master chef now owns the property.
Even if not staying at the bed and
breakfast part of the castle, groups can
take a tour. There are guided or selfguided tour options, with a reduced rate
offered to groups of 30 or more people.

Lane said the architectural tour is the
most popular option for groups, because
it gives them the chance to experience
three stories of castle history as well as the
personality of the 120-year-old property.
A variety of different activity options
are available. Wine tasting is one option
with several packages to choose from.
The Henderson Castle wine is made
from grapes handpicked from its vineyard. Groups that want to include a meal
in conjunction with a tour can do so.
From breakfast to high tea and dinner,
the castle has different dining options.
“The Murder Mystery Dinner is a
great group experience where everyone contributes to the plot of a story by
playing a character,” Lane said. “It is only
fitting for food and beverage service to be
involved, one of the best social activities.”

{ CHILL OUT }

Henderson Castle, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Photo: Henderson Castle

Henderson Castle staff are willing to
customize a group tour experience to
match interests and time availability.
It is recommended that groups
schedule all tours and experiences as far
in advance as possible. n
Henderson Castle
269-344-1827
hendersoncastle.com

Immerse yourself
in the beauty of

Southwest Michigan.

Taste the liquid artistry

of our wineries, breweries
and distilleries. Be awed
by historic lighthouses.
Paddle scenic waters.

Ride a magnificent carousel.
Gather sun-sweetened

fruits and crisp vegetables
from welcoming farms.
Touring is good here.
Stay awhile.

Reader Service Card #132
GroupTour.com
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Hackley & Hume Historic Site
anchors Muskegon’s lumber history
When Annoesjka Soler describes
the Hackley and Hume Historic Site
in Muskegon, she borrows words
oft-repeated by visitors: “Two amazing
tours for the price of one.”
“These are iconic 125-year-old
houses in superb condition with truly
engaging historical elements worth seeing,” said Soler, executive director of the
Lakeshore Museum Center (LMC).
The LMC cares for multiple sites
and buildings including the Fire Barn
Museum, the Scolnik House of the
Depression Era, the Archives, and Museum Stores plus Michigan’s Heritage
Park at Hilt’s Landing in Whitehall. The
Hackley & Hume Historic Site includes
two meticulously restored Queen Anne
Victorian homes located in Muskegon’s
historic district. The homes represent
an important slice of Muskegon’s in-

dustrial and cultural history.
The on-property City Barn, a barn
built within the city limits, was shared by
both families. Today it provides space for
a small museum, gift shop and meeting
rooms. With advance notice, Aaron Mace,
assistant program manager for LMC, said
arrangements can be made for a group to
lunch at the Barn.
Mace’s office arranges tours for
groups. He often leads tours through
the houses, explaining the lifestyles of
the influential families as well as the
features of the homes.
History buffs and newbies can reflect
on a time when Muskegon was known
as the “lumber queen of the world.”
Lumber baron Charles Hackley’s legacy
includes the Muskegon Museum of Art,
historic Hackley Park and the Hackley &
Hume Historic Site. Hume, an Irishman,

experience
MuskegonMI

Reader Service Card #165
March 2018

was Hackley’s partner.
Both houses have been restored to
1890s appearance with a nod to the
period’s multi-tone color schemes.
Designed by the same architect, they
complement each other on the exterior,
yet have quite different interiors.
The Hackley House is an example
of Victorian architecture with late
19th-century interior. The Hume
House is filled with more spacious
living areas and nine bedrooms to accommodate his large family.
Group tours may be arranged
throughout the year; some may include
an option to participate in a program or
lecture. n
Hackley & Hume Historic Site
231-722-0278
lakeshoremuseum.org

Historic

White Pine
Vi age
®

Find compatible lodging options and targeted custom itineraries.
Call Bernadette at 1-800-250-9283 | visitmuskegon.org
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Carriage entrance at Hackley House, Hackley & Hume
Historic Site, Muskegon, Mich. Photo: Group Tour
Media/Christian Laffey

Where History is Fun!
MasonCountyHistoricalSociety.com
231-843-4808
Reader Service Card #129
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The Felt Estate
~adjacent to the Saugatuck Dunes State Park~

Tour the Felt Mansion for a journey
Back to the Roaring 20’s...
Call 616.335.8982 to arrange a private group tour
www.feltmansion.org P.O. Box 675 • Saugatuck, MI 49453

MAY 5-13, 2018 | HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

For more information on events, group discounts, itinerary planning, visit www.tuliptime.com or call 800-822-2770
Reader Service Card #184

GroupTour.com
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See it made at Holland Bowl Mill
Free tours of Holland Bowl Mill in
Holland reveal all is not lost for handcrafted products in America.
A 10-person team of skilled artisans’
handcraft 800 to 1,000 wooden bowls each
week at Holland Bowl Mill, one of the
last production bowl mills in the United
States.
“You can’t go anywhere else and see what
you see here,” said Kory Gier, office manager.
Company representatives greet groups
in the mill’s showroom and relate some
background on the company, which
traces its roots to 1926.
Then it’s on to the factory. Visitors see
where freshly cut maple, oak, beech and
walnut logs are sawed into bowl blocks.
Artisans use custom-made machines to
fashion four to five nested bowls from
each bowl block.
Bowls are then steamed and air dried
for a month. After a six-step hand sand-

ing process, every bowl is finished and
then graded by hand for quality.
“Each bowl is unique because each
raw log is unique,” Gier said.
The mill sells its products at specialty
kitchen retailers throughout the country,
online and at the showroom.
Shavings are gathered and sold as
horse bedding and larger pieces of wood
are made into wooden spoons and cutting boards.
“Nothing goes to waste,” Gier said.
“We’re very environmentally friendly.”
Every Holland Bowl Mill bowl comes
with a lifetime guarantee. If a bowl ever
cracks or warps from regular use, the
company will replace it with a new one
of similar size and finish.
The factory offers free on-site custom
engraving of bowls purchased in conjunction with a group tour.
Tours typically last 30 minutes, but

CRIMES AND
CORRECTIONS
TOUR

Holland Bowl Mill, Holland, Mich.
Photo: Group Tour Media/David Hoekman

operators should figure on 60 to 90 minutes to allow for shopping.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Holland Bowl Mill
616-396-6513
hollandbowlmill.com

From riots to reform, the famous and infamous await you
in Jackson! Travel through nearly 200 years of prison
history at Michigan’s first state prison and Cell Block 7,
the world’s only museum within the walls of an active
prison. Go from 25-foot brick walls to a three-story cell
block; and be amazed by the history that is still alive in
Jackson. Tales of criminals, corruption, escapes, and
history will fascinate your group.

Get started at ExperienceJackson.com/PrisonTour
and let us help by connecting you with trip
extenders, dining, and hotels.

exper ence

Reader Service Card #593
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Ride along at Silver Beach Carousel
Park and the carousel are back in action.
“Adults love riding the Silver Beach
Carousel just as much as children,” said
Suz Schalon, president of the Silver Beach
Carousel Society Board of Directors.
“Our visitors have included women
celebrating their 100th birthdays as well

Take a journey back to the joys of
childhood with the Silver Beach Carousel
in St. Joseph.
The Silver Beach Amusement Park
originally opened in 1891 and operated
until 1971. Fast forward more than 40
years. Now Silver Beach Amusement

Silver Beach Carousel, St. Joseph, Mich.
Photo: Silver Beach Carousel

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

Photo by Peter
McDaniel.
GroupTours_Dinos_4.75x2.25_2018.pdf

1

MEIJERGARDENS.ORG | 1-888-957-1580
I-96 AND EAST BELTLINE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

1/12/18

Reader Service Card #386

18-129_FMG&SP_ImageAd_GroupTour_Northeastern_Ad_vs2.indd 1

Groups can get a mega-dose
of Vitamin Z.
Don’t miss Dinosauria this summer!
For group rates and reservations, contact
Jenise Collins, group sales manager, at
(248) 336-5841 or jcollins@dzs.org today!

4:22 PM

1/12/18 4:20 PM

Vitamin Z

Part of a com
plete childho
Serving Size:
od.®
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unter
Adventure
96%
Curiosity
89%
Heart-poundin
g
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Courage
90%
Amazement
86%
Gigantic Goo
sebumps 100
%
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source of Vitam
to an enriched
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life and sense Z may lead
of well-being.

www.detr
oit zoo.org

Vitamin Z. Part of a complete childhood.®

May 25 through Labor Day

as couples celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversaries.”
All figures and chariots are handcarved and painted and dance among the
carousel lights. The carousel has 48 menagerie figures, six of which are replicas
of horses from the original carousel.
Rounding boards at the top of the
carousel present 18 historical themes.
Montages of historic photographs share
stories of the St. Joseph area and its people.
“Besides the carousel, adults enjoy our
Silver Beach Amusement Park Museum,
which displays historical memorabilia and
a lighted, working diorama of the original
park located on Lake Michigan from 1891
to 1971,” Schalon said. “We also have an
extensive miniature train layout and are
home to the Brass Ring Gift Shop, where
historical books, carousel figures, toys and
other keepsakes can be purchased.” n
Silver Beach Carousel
269-932-1141
silverbeachcarousel.com

Reader Service Card #388

“Detroit is infused with art and
abuzz with transformative
change.” – Toronto Star
Base photo courtey of Bill Bowen

Detroit is creating its own art world, with artists of all
kinds coming here to be inspired. From exploring great
masters at the world-class Detroit Institute of Arts or
enjoying street art in Eastern Market, you’ll find Detroit
a very colorful and compelling canvas.

Reader Service Card #388
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Marquette sparkles in Michigan’s U.P.
History and recreational opportunities converge in Marquette.
Set on the Lake Superior shore, the
city and county of Marquette is named for
Jacques Marquette, the 17th-century French
Jesuit missionary, priest and explorer.
With a population of 21,500, Marquette is the largest city in the Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula.
Iron ore mining in the Upper
Peninsula led to the establishment of
Marquette in the late 1840s. Thousands
of tons of iron ore were shipped out of
Marquette and the city prospered.
Fred Huffman, group tour coordinator for Upper Peninsula Travel and Recreation Association, said about 8 million
tons of iron in the form of taconite pellets
is shipped from the Presque Isle Dock in
Marquette’s Upper Harbor each year.
Movie and mystery fans will want to
step inside the 1904 Marquette County

Courthouse to see where Hollywood legends Jimmy Stewart, Lee Remick and Ben
Gazzara filmed Anatomy of a Murder.
The movie was based on the bestselling book of the same name.
The stars and film crew spent eight
weeks filming in the U.P. in spring 1959.
“It was an exciting time for Marquette,” Huffman said. “It’s a fascinating
book and a wonderful movie.”
Marquette Maritime Museum interprets
the maritime history of Marquette, Lake
Superior and the Great Lakes. The museum
is open from mid-May to mid-October.
A short walk from the museum is
Marquette Harbor Lighthouse. Groups
can arrange guided tours.
Presque Isle Park, Marquette’s recreational crown jewel, is located on a 323acre forested oval-shaped peninsula that
juts into Lake Superior. The serene space
is full of foot paths, native plants and di-

Presque Isle Park, Marquette, Mich.
Photo: Group Tour Media/David Hoekman

verse scenery including a 10,000-year-old
bog best seen from the Bog Walk Trail.
Huffman often takes groups on hikes
to see waterfalls in the area.
Operators can work with an outfitter
to arrange a kayak tour around the Lower
Harbor or Presque Isle Park. n
Upper Peninsula Travel
and Recreation Association
800-562-7134
groups@uptravel.com
uptravel.com

GROUP
THERAPY
Absolutely
delightful

UPtravel.com
800-562-7134
Contact
Fred Huffman
groups@uptravel.com

Seul Choix Pointe Lighthouse
Reader Service Card #348
GroupTour.com
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Capture Frank Lloyd Wright’s vision
at Meyer May House
Visitors can get a feel of what Frank
Lloyd Wright envisioned while touring
an original Prairie house, the Meyer
May House.
A short drive from downtown Grand

Rapids, guests can experience a home that
was fully restored to match Wright’s original vision when the home was created.
Groups can take a 90-minute tour and
experience the distinctness of Wright’s
designs in the restored Prairie home with
original furnishings and reproductions.
The Meyer May House was designed
and finished in 1909 for a prominent
clothier in Grand Rapids, Meyer May
and his wife Sophie. Over the years,
the property went through some major
changes, including an expansion and
becoming a multi-unit rental property.
In the 1980s, Steelcase, a Grand Rapids company that had a lasting relationship with Wright, took the opportunity
to purchase and restore the property
to its original design. Updates to the
property included removing a previous

addition, restoring the roof design, replacing ceilings, repairing windows and
skylights, and redoing the landscape.
After two years of detailed work and
updates, the restored Meyer May House
was opened to the public in 1987.
A tour of the house is free. Visitors can
also view The Renewing of a Vision film
that details Steelcase’s restoration. Groups
larger than 10 require a reservation.
Parking is available on Logan Street and
Madison Avenue. n

Reader Service Card #124

Reader Service Card #117

Meyer May House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Photo: Meyer May House

Meyer May House
616-246-4821
meyermayhouse.steelcase.com

The Perfect Choice for
Groups in Michigan’s
Must See Destination
8 PICK
201

906.430.8138
www.missionpoint.com
info@missionpoint.com

Reader Service Card #131

A grand group destination

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy a full
breakfast and five-course dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary
Grand Luncheon Buffet, awarded a 2017 Certificate of Excellence by TripAdvisor.
Call Julia Luckey at 517-349-4600 or grouptours@grandhotel.com
1-800-33GRA ND • gr a ndhotel.com

Reader Service Card #123
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Michigan State
Capitol shares
its stories

creates an optical illusion. Seen from
above it appears that the center of the
floor sinks to form a bowl. Lit from
below, the Capitol’s famous glass floor
is one of the building’s most beautiful
and memorable sights.
Tours of the Michigan State Capitol
The Capitol was dedicated on Jan.
in downtown Lansing reveal the art and
1, 1879, and rededicated Nov. 19, 1992,
architecture of the grand building.
after a four-year restoration.
The National Historic Landmark holds
The Michigan State Capitol Com9 acres of walls, ceilings, woodwork and
mission continues to restore and renew
columns that were painted by hand, using
the building.
brilliant colors and elaborate patterns.
VanAcker said an update of electriThe Capitol is considered one of the best
cal, mechanical and plumbing systems
examples of the painted decorative arts of
has begun. The Capitol will remain open
the Victorian era in United States.
during the two-year project.
“We are very proud of our beautifully
Guided tours feature the public areas
restored Michigan State Capitol and it
of the Capitol including the rotunda and
would be our honor to share the buildthe Gallery of the Governors. Tours also
ing and its incredible history with group
include visits to the House and Senate
tours,” said Matt VanAcker, capitol tour
Galleries, the Governor’s Office and the
and information service director.
historic Supreme Court Chamber, based
The floor of the rotunda is made
on availability. Tours last 45 to 60 minutes.
ofLVH-GLGT-Mar2018.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp
976 pieces of glass, and its design
Self-guided
tours also are available.
1/9/18 7:18 AM Page 1

May 4 ~ May 23
October 1 ~ 25

May 28 ~ August 31

Senate chamber, Michigan State Capitol, Lansing, Mich.
Photo: Courtesy of Dietrich Floeter

Motorcoaches may park on Walnut
Street directly west of the Capitol in the
specially marked area for free. Additionally, free motorcoach parking is available at
the Michigan History Center in the south
parking lot between Washtenaw, Butler,
Kalamazoo and Sycamore streets. n
Michigan State Capitol
517-373-2353
capitol.michigan.gov

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

September 3 ~30

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.
Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, two restaurants and lounges, a wine cellar, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure
every detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.
Rates start from just $69.00* per person including our
continental breakfast, and all taxes, fees, and service
charges. Call toll free today to schedule your stay!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

Packaging available!
* Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of

10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations, continental breakfast, and all taxes, fees, and service
charges. Rates not available on Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 15-17) rates
from $124.00 double occupancy. Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary
luggage handling to/from hotel with purchase of our optional tour packages. Rates subject to change.

ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

We Love Groups!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street
Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

Reader Service Card #197
GroupTour.com
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Minnesota
Eagan

Residents of Eagan, just south of Minneapolis-Saint Paul, are
thrilled to welcome the NFL’s Minnesota Vikings.
TCO Performance Center, the new headquarters facility for
the Vikings, is located in Eagan. The Vikings preseason training
camp opens for the first time in Eagan in August.
“We love groups,” said Denise Olsen, senior tourism
director for the Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau. “I believe
our location makes us a great destination. We offer excellent
shopping with Twin Cities Premium Outlets and we are located
just minutes from Mall of America. I love to personally greet
the coach and pass out Eagan goodie bags with coupons
and other fun stuff. Now, with the Minnesota Vikings making
Eagan their home, it brings a whole new level of excitement and
opportunity.”
Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau
866-324-2620
eaganmn.com

SHOP

Located in Eagan, Twin
Cities Premium Outlets is
outlet shopping at its finest.
Enjoy tax-free shopping on
clothes and shoes at some of
the world’s best brands. Shop
more than 100 designer and
name brand outlets stores.
Save even more with the
VIP coupon voucher included
in the Eagan goodie bag.
Twin Cities Premium
Outlets
612-444-8850
premiumoutlets.com/
outlet/twin-cities

SEE

Stop at TCO
Performance Center/
Viking Lakes. Eagan is
now home to the Minnesota
Vikings.
“Offering year-round
activities including the
opportunity to watch the team
during training camp at the
new 6,000-seat TCO Stadium,
this new development will ‘up
the game’ in Eagan,” Olsen
said.
TCO Performance Center/
Viking Lakes
vikings.com

DO

In the middle of a
bustling downtown area, the
Mississippi National Great
River Park offers 72 miles of
natural beauty.
Board one of Padelford
Riverboats’ authentic sternwheelers on the Mississippi
River. Group learn the history
of the river and get an
unbeatable view of downtown
Saint Paul. A variety of cruise,
menu and entertainment
options are available.
Padelford Riverboats
800-543-3908
riverrides.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Eagan CVB, Eagan CVB, Andy Kenutis, courtesy of the Minnesota Vikings, Eagan CVB, Eagan CVB
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EAT

Eagan provides many
evening options.
From the secret whiskey
bar (The Volstead House
Whiskey Bar & Speakeasy),
and a self-serve beer wall
boasting 32 beers (Union 32
Craft House) to a true supper
club (Jensen’s Food &
Cocktails) and a ’50s themed
diner (Ze’s Diner), Eagan
offers more than 100 options.
Eagan Convention
& Visitors Bureau
866-324-2620
eaganmn.com

minnesota

It’s all about music at
The Schubert Club Museum
The Schubert Club Museum in
downtown Saint Paul offers a worldclass collection of historic keyboards,
original letters and manuscripts of
famous composers and musical instruments from around the world.
Kate Cooper, director of education
and museum, said the museum offers
visitors insights in the inspiring role of
music through the ages by means of its
collection and music-themed exhibits of
historic and cultural interest.
“The Schubert Club Museum is a
wonderful space for all, located in Saint
Paul’s iconic Landmark Center,” Cooper
said. “It is an interactive space, which
offers visitors a reflection on the joys of
music-making through the centuries.”
Through its collection, exhibits and
programming, she said the museum
sparks and deepens an appreciation for
music within music lovers, students of
all ages and professional musicians.
Key exhibit areas include a massive
“cyclone” sculpture of instruments from
around the world, historic keyboards
including a 17th-century Italian harpsichord, and music boxes and phonographs dating to 1890.
Playable originals and replicas of
keyboard instruments span the 17th to
20th centuries. Explore the many ways
in which the instruments have changed
over time.
There’s a traditional gamelan orchestra
celebrating an over 1,000-year-old musical
tradition from the islands of Bali and Java.
Visitors have opportunities to play
many of the instruments.
Tours can be either guided or selfguided. Admission to the museum is
free. Groups of five or more are encouraged to call ahead.
Motorcoaches unload outside the
building, and there is a handicappedaccessible entrance. A coaches parking
area is about 1 1/2 miles away.
An operator should allow 60 to 90
minutes for a visit.

With advance notice, tours can be
scheduled outside of regular hours. n
The Schubert Club Museum
651-292-3266
schubert.org/museum

Tour, The Schubert Club Museum, Saint Paul, Minn.
Photo: Courtesy of The Schubert Club Museum

EVERYTHING
UNDER ONE ROOF

::::::::::::::::::::::
P L A N Y O U R T R I P,
F I N D D I S C O U N T S + M O R E I N FO AT
M A L LO FA M E R I C A . C O M /G R O U P S
Contact: tourism@moa.net or 952.883.8643

MALLOFAMERICA.COM

/MALLOFAMERICA

@MALLOFAMERICA

@M A L LOFA M E RICA

Reader Service Card #410
GroupTour.com
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BIG THINGS ARE
HAPPENING IN MINNESOTA
EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM

An EXCITING STOP on I-94 between
Fargo & Minneapolis!

Mansions & Museums
on the Mississippi
Senator Rosenmeier Home (Built 1903)
Linden Hill (Built 1898)
Lindbergh Museum and Home Tour
MN Fishing Museum and Hall of Fame
MN Military Museum

Great Tours
For Groups:

• Baseball Bat Factory
• Redhead Creamery
• Cheese Curds
• Wine, Whiskey &
• Vinegary tours/tastings
• & Ghosts

MINNESOTA

855.444.SAUK

www.VisitSaukCentre.org

Launch
your
next
tour
here.

800-325-5916 • www.LittleFallsMN.com

VISITSTCLOUD.COM

612.767.8146

www.minneapolis.org/groups
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THERE’S ALWAYS
SOMETHING HAPPENING
EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM
Photo by Shannon Porter

Spomer Classics

Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

King Turkey Day

Worthington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-279-2919 • 507-372-2919

www.worthingtonmnchamber.com • wcofc@worthingtonmnchamber.com

Hint: Worthington, MN is the perfect stop at the intersection of I-90 and Highways 59 & 60.

Reader Service Card #213

GroupTour.com
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BE IP G N M With over 40 hotels and 9,300 guest rooms,
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S TR
CA
Bloomington
is home to the largest concentration of hotels
LO

DON’T MISS A SECOND

in Minnesota. That means there’s always room for groups to
stay, experience unique att ractions and shop tax-free.
Mall of America serves as a dynamic backdrop and instant
entertainment complex for groups of all ages.

Explore more at BloomingtonMN.org or
email sales@bloomingtonmn.org to book your group.
Bloomington Convention & Visitors Bureau · 2131 Lindau Lane, Suite 420 Bloomington, MN 55425 · (952) 858-8500
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Cincinnati
For many group travelers, Cincinnati is a relatively close
destination. The city on the Ohio River in southwestern Ohio is
500 miles from 60 percent of the country’s population.
“The Cincinnati region is a great place for groups to connect
with each other and the city,” said Ronnie Jefferson, group sales
account executive with Cincinnati USA Convention & Visitors
Bureau. “From many free museums and activities to major
league sports and a vibrant arts and culture scene, the Queen
City has something to make any group outing memorable and
meaningful.”
Settled by ethnic Germans in the 19th century, Cincinnati is
currently undergoing a renaissance.
Cincinnati USA Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-543-2613
cincyusa.com

SEE

Stop at the National
Underground Railroad
Freedom Center. Located
on the banks of the Ohio
River, the center uses
exhibits, videos, interactive
stations and special
programming to reveal
the stories of freedom’s
heroes from the era of the
Underground Railroad through
today. Visitors are challenged
to take steps for freedom.
National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center
513-333-7578
freedomcenter.org

DO

Stop at BB Riverboats
and take a lunch, sightseeing
or dinner cruise on the Ohio
River. The company is very
familiar in serving groups of
all sizes on its two riverboats.
For larger groups, it can
customize an experience with
dining and bar packages,
including décor and
entertainment.
A discount on public
dining and sightseeing cruises
is offered for smaller groups.
BB Riverboats
859-261-8500
bbriverboats.com

EAT

Stop at a Skyline Chili
location for some Cincinnatistyle chili, served over a bed
of spaghetti or a hot dog
and topped with mounds of
shredded cheese.
Skyline Chili has been
made from the same Greek
recipe since the first location
opened in 1949.
Learn the lingo to order a
two-, three-, four- or five-way.
Don’t forget to wear a bib —
and enjoy oyster crackers like
a local (with hot sauce).
Skyline Chili
skylinechili.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Gary Landers, Mark Bealer Photography, BB Riverboats, Wendy Pramik, for USA Today, 3CDC
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EXPLORE

Visit Over-the-Rhine
historic district for a craft
beer or cocktail. Tour Findlay
Market, Rookwood Pottery
or an underground lagering
tunnel.
The area features
architectural styles that were
common in the late 19th
century. Restored buildings
are home to new shops and
the city’s hottest new craft
breweries and restaurants.
Over-the-Rhine Chamber
of Commerce
513-241-2690
otrchamber.com

ohio

An exhilarating zip line course near
Oberlin introduces groups to the Vermilion River Valley’s scenic beauty.
Common Ground Canopy Tours
comprises seven zip lines, 13 platforms
and three aerial bridges.
Steve Schreiber, canopy tour manager, said once participants climb the
staircase to the first tower, they are off
the ground for the entire tour, which
takes about 2 1/2 hours.
“It’s a beautiful 30-acre property,”
Schreiber said. “You are up among big,
beautiful trees. You cross the river and
smaller tributaries seven times on the
canopy tour.”
The canopy tour was installed in 2014.
As many as 40 people can be in the
air at one time. Each group of eight participants is paired with two guides, who
handle course safety and talk about the
surrounding environment.
“I am proud of the quality of our
guides,” Schreiber said. “A lot of organic
teambuilding happens on our tours. Our
team makes me proud.”
Jennifer Libertowski, marketing manager, said Common Ground Canopy Tours
will tailor a visit to meet a group’s needs.
“We don’t offer a cookie-cutter approach,” she said.
Teambuilding ground initiatives, a
high ropes course and low ropes course

also are available.
Limited motorcoach parking is available. Parking must be discussed before
the day of the tour.
The canopy tours support Common
Ground, a nonprofit retreat center that
will celebrate its 25th anniversary in
2019. Its youth and adult programs foster the development of human potential
in body, mind and spirit.

Area attractions include the Allen Memorial Art Museum at Oberlin
College, Matus Winery and Oberlin
College’s Weltzheimer/Johnson House, a
Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian house. n
Common Ground Canopy Tours
440-707-2044
commongroundcenter.org

Explore our wild side…
Begin by requesting a Group Tour Planning Packet
for Trumbull County in northeastern Ohio!
ExploreTrumbullCounty.com • 866.360.1552
Reader Service Card #266

BEGIN THE JOURNEY
to SIMPLICITY

VOTED

BEST

DESTINATION
IN AMISH COUNTRY

Invite your guests to our rambling retail
store for a visit full of history and wonder.

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours to see what we offer.
Prior to visiting call 1-800-438-5346 or email info@lehmans.com
On the Square in Kidron, OH
In the heart of Amish Country • Open every day except Sunday

«

Soar with
Common Ground
Canopy Tours

LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346

«

Reader Service Card #680
Discover why Cleveland Starts Here at

F R E E D O M ’ S H E R O E S H A V E A S T O R Y.
D I S C O V E R Y O U R S. B O O K Y O U R G R O U P T O U R T O D AY.

10825 East Blvd. Cleveland OH 44106 | www.wrhs.org
Tues-Sat 10AM - 5PM | Sun 12PM - 5PM | #CLEStartsHere

Smithsonian Affiliate

Reader Service Card #373

Reader Service Card #107

freedomcenter.org
groupsales@nurfc.org
GroupTour.com
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NEW 500-Seat Theater!

BO O K NOW F O R 2 018

APRIL 24–JUNE 29, 2018

Ernie Hasse & Signature Sound

The Collingsworth Family
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OhioStarTheater.com
Make plans to visit our brand-new theater!
1387 Old Route 39, Sugarcreek, OH
Group Sales – 855-344-7547

Rock out at High Rock Adventures
When Steve Roley saw an opportunity to purchase a Hocking Hills property
in 2015 to develop into his own ecotourism/outdoor recreation attraction, he
grabbed it. Roley launched High Rock
Adventures in Rockbridge in April 2016.
Since then, Roley and his crew have
guided scores of visitors through on-site
educational hikes and fun, fresh-air
adventures.
“We are the only on-site climbing
and rappelling company in the region,”
Roley said. “This is private land and
everything is guided, so we can keep it
pristine. And, there’s no waiting because
all tours and groups are scheduled, unlike at public parks and the state climbing area where another group may be
ahead of you.”
All tours kick off in a cozy cabin
where visitors receive a quick safety

briefing and instruction on what to
expect during their experiences. The
ecology focus makes High Rock unique
in that Roley and his team infuse environmental ethics into everything they
do. During the tours, guests get a crash
course in Hocking Hills geology, trees
and plant life, while also squeezing in a
little exercise to boot.
High Rock Adventures can host up to
30 people per tour, and accommodates
all ages and skill levels. The company
stays open year-round for rappelling and
Rock Challenge tours, but typically conducts most of its nature-based outings
between April and October.
“As long as we don’t have a lot of
snow or ice, we can do the tours,” Roley
explained. “Climbing requires abovefreezing temperatures. Many days in the
winter allow that, and we can rappel if

Reader Service Card #589

001351-0

Reader Service Card #242

WELCOME TO BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO
Visit Belmont County, rich in history and
natural beauty. This area offers one of the
largest country music festivals, other festivals
and fairs, beautiful lakes and parks, and breathtaking scenery. It also is the home of several
museums representing the community’s history
and strong roots. Belmont County has excellent
lodging facilities, shopping and restaurants.
With Interstate 70, Historic National Road US
40, Scenic Byway Rte. 7 and Rte. 9, Belmont
County is easy to travel to. Enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere. Enjoy Belmont County.

belmontcountytourism.info
Reader Service Card #135
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67800 Mall Ring Rd.,
Unit 485
St. Clairsville,
Ohio 43950
740-695-4359

ohio
it’s not icy and winds are under 30 mph.”
Roley hopes every High Rock guest
goes home with a renewed respect for
the natural environment.
“We want people to create awesome
memories, but also to have a better
understanding of nature, why it’s so
important and our connection to it,” he
said.

Look for waterfall and wildflower
hikes and an edible/medicinal plant tour
to join High Rock’s list of offerings in
the next year or two. n
High Rock Adventures
740-385-9886
highrockadventures.com
Eco tour, High Rock Adventures, Rockbridge, Ohio
Photo: Courtesy of High Rock Adventures

What’s it like to feed a stingray?
From learning Irish dance moves to face-to-face encounters with stingrays, Columbus
is full of unforgettable hands-on experiences perfect for groups of all sizes. Plan your
Columbus visit today at experiencecolumbus.com/tours or call 800-354-2657.

What do 500
butterflies sound like?

001351-03_Group_Tour_MAG_7.25x2.25_FIN.indd 1

3/17/14 4:48 PM

www.fpconservatory.org

Where History
& Adventure Await
at National Museum of
Cambridge Glass

visitguernseycounty.com
800.933.5480

Can memories be
measured by the
scoopful?

Reader Service Card #629

Where can I find the
Perfect Créme puff?GroupTour.com 43
From legendary créme puffs to behind-the-scenes culinary tours, Columbus is full
of one-of-a-kind food experiences your group won’t soon forget. Start planning your
Columbus visit today at experiencecolumbus.com/tours or call 800-354-2657.

What does mead
taste like?

Ohio’s capital
remains touring
HOT SPOT

Columb
By David Hoekman

«

New attractions paired with solid
experiential tours help Columbus shine
with travelers — and tour planners.

“There is so
much happening
in Columbus right
now,”said Roger Dudley, CTA,

senior tourism sales manager at Experience Columbus. He noted the city is
rapidly growing in terms of population,
development, new restaurants, visitor attractions and experiential opportunities.

Photo, this page: Velociraptor, AMNH Dinosaur Gallery, COSI, Columbus, Ohio, Photo: © AMNH/R. Mickens
Photos, facing page, top to bottom:
Rendering, National Veterans Memorial & Museum, Columbus, Ohio, Rendering: Experience Columbus
Experiential tour, Igloo Letterpress, Columbus, Ohio, Photo: Laura Watilo Blake/Experience Columbus
Experiential tour, Glenn Avenue Soap Company, Columbus, Ohio, Photo: Laura Watilo Blake/Experience Columbus
Experiential tour, The Candle Lab, Columbus, Ohio, Photo: Laura Watilo Blake/Experience Columbus
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WHAT’S NEW

“COSI (Center of Science and
Industry) has partnered with one of
the world’s leading history museums,
the American Museum of Natural History, to unveil a new Dinosaur Gallery
featuring a full-size cast skeleton of
a Tyrannosaurus rex and interactive
exhibits,” Dudley said. “And in late
2018, the National Veterans Memorial & Museum will open as the only
museum dedicated to telling the
stories of veterans from all branches
of military across all eras.”
The National Veterans Memorial
& Museum has a 7-acre footprint in
downtown Columbus. The museum’s
riverfront location on the west bank of
the Scioto River is adjacent to the recently completed Scioto Greenways.
COSI, located across Broad Street
from the veterans museum, has long
been a favorite tour attraction.
Now, thanks to a unique and
groundbreaking relationship with the
American Museum of Natural History
in New York, COSI will feature a permanent AMNH Dinosaur Gallery. Also
part of the partnership is the AMNH
Exhibition Gallery at the center.

A decade ago, Experience Columbus was one of the first tourism
organizations in the country to offer
experiential tours. The program has
expanded to 64 experiential tours from
12. More tours are being developed.
Make a glass ornament in the
Franklin Park Conservatory Hot Shop.
Print personalized notecards at Igloo
Letterpress. Visit a local dance academy to learn about Irish step dance
and practice a few steps.
A new group tour offering is the
Glenn Avenue Soap Company, a locally owned craft soaphouse located
just north of downtown. A shop tour
includes a lesson in how essential
oils are blended to create custom
scents. Another option is to experience the secrets of the cold process
method and then weigh, blend and
pour the ingredients for beer soap
crafted with a local brew. Each member of the group takes home a bar of
soap as a souvenir.
Making a candle at The Candle Lab
is the experiential tour that gets the
most bookings.
Sophie’s Secret is the highest-rated
tour. “Sophia Kelton” guides groups
through Kelton House, the home she
and her husband built in 1852. She
shares her family’s secret life as conductors on the Underground Railroad
and may introduce the group to a
runaway making her way to freedom
in Canada.
Sample group itineraries cover Columbus’ arts and history, bachelor and
bachelorette getaways, cuisine, fashion, military museums, factory tours
and sports, breweries and wineries. n

Experience Columbus
614-222-6136
experiencecolumbus.com

GroupTour.com
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Wisconsin
Eau Claire

With its indie flavor and can-do attitude, Eau Claire has
turned into the arts and culture center of western Wisconsin’s
Chippewa Valley.
Groups can visit artists, wineries and breweries, bicycle
down forest trails and learn how to play kubb.
Confluence Arts Center, a community collaboration with the
University of Wisconsin Eau Claire, is scheduled to open in fall 2018.
“Eau Claire has made the regional and national
spotlight for its indie arts and music culture and its spirit of
entrepreneurship,” said Linda John, executive director of Visit
Eau Claire. “This translates well for groups visiting our city
because the same things that resonate with locals resonate with
visitors, too.”
Visit Eau Claire
715-831-2345
visiteauclaire.com

Wisconsin Department of Tourism
800-432-8747
tourinfo@travelwisconsin.com
travelwisconsin.com

DO

Stop at Artisan Forge
Studios, a former truck
dealership transformed into
artist studios and gallery
space.
Founder and metal artist
Greg Johnson began working
on the building in 2015 and
now it is home to almost 50
artists and craftsmen. The
studios embrace creativity,
collaboration and community.
Artist demonstrations and
workshops can be arranged.
Artisan Forge Studios
715-864-7965
artisanforgestudios.com

SEE

Stroll through downtown
Eau Claire to enjoy more
than 40 sculptures on the
Sculpture Tour Eau Claire.
Each May a new set
of outdoor sculptures in
various styles, materials and
sizes arrives. Artists from
around Eau Claire, North
America and abroad loan
the sculptures to Eau Claire’s
exhibit for 11 months.
Guided tours are available.
Sculpture Tour Eau Claire
715-590-2958
sculpturetour.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Visit Eau Claire, Group Tour Media/David Hoekman

46

March 2018

TRY

SIP

Stop at The Complexx,
a sports and entertainment
facility, to learn and play
kubb (pronounced “koob”).
The outdoor lawn game is
sometimes referred to as
Viking chess. Players toss
wooden batons to knock
down opponents’ wooden
blocks, called kubbs.
Skill, strategy and luck are
involved. Eau Claire is home
to the U.S. National Kubb
Championship.

Stop at the Jacob
Leinenkugel Brewing
Company and Leinie
Lodge in Chippewa Falls.
A tour guide takes
groups through the brewery,
recounting 150 years of beer
brewing and six generations
of Leinenkugel family history.
Next, visit the Leinie
Lodge. There’s a sampling
bar, historical photos, vintage
equipment and merchandise
and collectibles.

The Complexx
715-833-6700
wagnerslanes.com

Leinie Lodge
888-534-6437
leinie.com

wisconsin

Capital Food Tours add history
to Wisconsin tastings
At the seasonal Dane County
Farmer’s Market, groups can taste their
way around Capitol Square in Madison.
One of the nation’s most heralded markets, its stands and stalls spill over with
exclusive, locally grown or produced
foodstuffs. The rest of the year, Capital
City Food Tours steps in to guide groups
through the same neighborhood but
into restaurants, delicatessens and shops.
A Capital City Food Tour is more than
simply walking, talking and eating — although that is a pursuit. Brittany Hammer,
owner and founder, said her goal is to deliver a full sensory experience. The group
smells and tastes both food and drink,
hears her commentary about the owners
and chefs, can feel a general excitement
and see the beauty of downtown Madison.
In developing a food tour, Hammer
sticks to her philosophy. She stays loyal to
local establishments and Madison culture,
shares knowledge about the city’s sensa-

tional history and architecture, provides
genuine Midwestern hospitality and
makes certain that the group tastes good
food at every scheduled turn.
There are five stops on the Around the
Square Tour. Armed with informational
flyers and a map of Capitol Square, most
groups step off from The Great Dane, a
pub that specializes in burgers. The taste
at this stop is a specially prepared doubledecker burger with a tasting glass of a
local brew. Groups can reserve the lower
level of the historic pub or spill onto the
private courtyard.
The four other locations include
Gotham Bagels for a selection of flavorful
hand-rolled, New York-style bagels and
spreads, both sweet and savory. Sweets
are sampled at Kilwins, a legendary fudge
maker and chocolatier, and groups settle
in for a flight of home brews at a pre-Prohibition tavern, Wisconsin Brewing Tap
Haus. The final stop is the trendy DLUX

Wisconsin Brewing Tap Haus, Madison, Wis.
Photo: Group Tour Media/Mary Lu Laffey

for house-made specialty milk shakes.
As a foil to the food tasting, there is free
time inside the Capitol, where the steps
provide a perfect spot for a group photo. n
Capital City Food Tours
608-285-2939
capitalcityfoodtours.com

OVER 12 GROUP-FRIENDLY
ATTRACTIONS WITHIN
A HALF HOUR!

PLAN YOUR GROUP TOUR
TO NORTHWEST WISCONSIN

800-367-3306
WASHBURNCOUNTY.ORG
Reader Service Card #712
GroupTour.com
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Take in sights and
tastes of Door County
Visitors to Door County not only can
enjoy meals made from local ingredients, they also can see amazing views in
Wisconsin’s “thumb.”
“Expansive views of large bodies
of water tend to be mesmerizing for
people, and when you add to those views
tantalizing local cuisine opportunities
it’s a match made in culinary heaven,”
said Jon Jarosh, director of communications and public relations for the Door
County Visitor Bureau. “From casual to
formal, the waterfront and water view
dining choices up and down the coast in
Door County don’t disappoint. Throw in
a scenic sunset over the water for dessert
at dinner and it’s one more reason to
love Door County even more.”
Fred & Fuzzy’s Waterfront Bar & Grill
Outdoor seating and views are at its
finest at Fred & Fuzzy’s Waterfront Bar
and Grill in Sister Bay. The casual dining
restaurant offers views of Little Sister Bay.
48
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Harbor Fish Market & Grille, Door County, Wis.
Photo: Jon Jarosh/Door County Visitor Bureau

The restaurant serves a few local
favorites such a steak and blue cheese
sandwich or the Three Cheese Deluxe.
Enjoy a famous cherry margarita made
with Dorr County cherries.
Harbor Fish Market & Grille
Dig in to a selection of seafood while
taking in the views of the harbor. The
restaurant is located in a historic building in downtown Baileys Harbor and
offers inside dining as well as outside
dining during the warmer season.
The restaurant serves all three meals
daily during the in season and offers a
lobster boil Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.
Top Deck Restaurant & Bar
The Top Deck was opened as a
nightclub in 1957 by the Gordon brothers. The building in Baileys Harbor was
originally a boathouse and recreation
room and at one point, it housed sails,

Top Deck Restaurant, Door County, Wis.
Photo: Door County Visitor Bureau

spars, nets and even boats.
Today, groups can enjoy a meal along
the shore of North Bay. Flavorful appetizers and beverages, pair with a variety
of entrees made from fresh and locally
sourced ingredients. n
Door County Visitor Bureau
920-743-4456
doorcounty.com

BREWERY TOUR. BEER YOGA. PEDAL TAVERN. BEER GARDEN.
BEER HISTORY. NO CITY LIVES BEER LIKE MILWAUKEE.
YOUR GROUP WILL THANK YOU.

Sweet!
New Tour & Interactive
Exhibits Daily 9am–4pm
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane
Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522
Store Hours 9am-5pm

located at
the intersection
of art, history and
culture

© 2018 Jelly Belly Candy Company

PLAN YOUR TOUR
VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/GROUPS

It’s
ALL IN
Here!
GATHER YOUR GROUP AND PLAN
A TRIP TO THE MIDWEST’S #1
ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION.
Over 2,500 Slots
Nonstop Bingo Action
100 Table Games
Poker & Off-Track Betting
7 Restaurants
Live Entertainment
19-Story Luxury Hotel

2018 SEASON
ON SALE NOW!

PHANTOM - NEWSIES - 42ND STREET
A SECOND HELPING - LITTLE MERMAID
GREASE - ELF THE MUSICAL

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

For day trips, contact Lisa Pederson
at 414-847-7982
or LPEDERSON@PAYSBIG.COM.
For overnight stays, contact
Sales & Catering at 414-847-8600
or SALES@PAYSBIG.COM.
H-DMuseum.com
877-HD-MUSEUM
©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley,
Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.

1721 WEST CANAL STREET • MILWAUKEE, WI 53233 • 1-800-PAYSBIG • PAYSBIG.COM
MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD TO ENTER CASINO; 18 TO PLAY BINGO
WINNERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TAXES • MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS
GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-426-2535
©2017 FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN

Reader Service Card #396

GroupTour.com
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Milwaukee Public Museum shares Mayan secrets
On view until May 28 at the Milwaukee Public Museum is “Maya: Hidden
Worlds Revealed.”
This special exhibit is the largest
exhibition about the ancient Maya ever
to be displayed in the United States.
Authentic artifacts, immersive en-

vironments and hands-on activities are
used to explore the rise and fall of the
Maya civilization.
Visitors will learn of new archaeological approaches, major finds and the
progress in hieroglyphic.
Admission to “Maya: Hidden Worlds

Revealed” will be by timed ticket only
and includes general admission. n
Milwaukee Public Museum
414-278-2728
mpm.edu

TAKE A TRIP
THROUGH OUR PAST.
MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM

OLD WORLD WISCONSIN

Biking Capital of America
and More...

Sparta offers an excellent mix of
museums, recreational, cultural,
historic and uniquely Wisconsin
attractions for

your
group tour!
contact John Hendricks

bi ke s parta .c om
80 0.3 54 . bi k e

Dancing Horses Theatre: Open Year Round!
SHOW & MEAL
PACKAGES AVAILABLE!
Check website
for dates and times
www.thedancinghorses.com

Reservations suggested
for family entertainment
at it's Best!

262-728-8200

5065 Highway 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53115

Wisconsin’s #1 Must See
Live Attraction!
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TAKE A TRIP THAT
TAKES YOU ON A JOURNEY.
DOOR COUNTY MARITIME MUSEUM

HARLEY-DAVIDSON MUSEUM

All This and More...
Racine County, Wisconsin,
located on beautiful Lake
Michigan, offers cultural,
historical and entertaining
attractions for your group
tour.

START
PLANNING
YOUR TRIP
AND LET THE
JOURNEY
BEGIN.

Contact Eileen Arnold at
Real Racine, 262-884-6407.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

CIRCLEWISCONSIN.COM

|

414-545-1100

Get on board! Text riverfestivals
to 31996 to win a trip
Reader Service Card #483

www.explorelacrosse.com
GroupTour.com
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The Fireside Theatre draws groups
The Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson provides a fine dining experience,
Broadway-quality shows and a shopping adventure.
Productions remaining in Fireside’s
2018 season include Disney’s Newsies,
through April 8; 42nd Street, April 12–

May 27; A Second Helping: The Church
Basement Ladies Sequel, May 31–July
15; Disney’s The Little Mermaid, July
19–Sept. 2; Grease, Sept. 6–Oct. 28; and
Elf The Musical, Nov. 1–Dec. 23.
A variety of group benefits and
services are available, including early

booking discounts, marketing assistance and plenty of free motorcoach
parking. n
The Fireside Theatre
800-477-9505
firesidetheatre.com

ONCE YOU ARRIVE,
THE JOURNEY KEEPS GOING.
MID-CONTINENT RAILWAY

2018

NATIONAL RAILROAD MUSEUM

at

More than you’d ever expect!

Celebrating 41 Seasons of Professional Theatre!
All Shows On Sale Now!
Superb Musicals | Memorable Dinng | Spectacular Shops | Fabulous Service
1131 Janesville Avenue, Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 | 800-477-9505 | www.firesidetheatre.com
52

March 2018

Reader Service Card #483

Reader Service Card #483

itinerary planner

Connecticut

Hartford, Middlefield, Mystic & Wethersfield
Located between New York City and Boston, Connecticut is
conveniently located in southern New England.
“Our state is compact, so it is easy for groups to visit
numerous attractions in a short period of time,” said H. Scott
Phelps, president of the Connecticut Convention & Sports
Bureau. “From sunning on the sandy beaches of the Long
Island Sound, to theater and museums in the state’s exciting
cities, to entertainment at two of the world’s largest casinos,
to cruising on the Connecticut River, to hiking the foothills of
the green Berkshire Mountains in Litchfield County — there’s
something to interest every visitor.”
The Connecticut Office of Tourism provided these ideas for
building a group trip.
Connecticut Office of Tourism
888-288-4748
ctvisit.com

DISCOVER

TASTE

TOUR

In Mystic, explore Mystic
Aquarium, where close
encounters of the incredible
kind happen every day.
Whether touching a ray,
feeling the splash of a beluga
whale, going beak-to-nose
with a penguin or exploring
the deep sea, groups will be
closer to ocean life than they
ever thought possible.

Visit Connecticut’s sweet
spot, Lyman Orchards in
Middlefield. Groups can pick
their own fresh fruit, get lost
in the seasonal corn maze
or enjoy a round of golf on
the Apple Nine course. Don’t
forget the fresh produce,
sandwiches and baked
goods in the Apple Barrel
market.

Listen to a talk and take
tours of three meticulously
restored historic houses
at Webb-Deane-Stevens
Museum. The houses in
Wethersfield provide group
tours with the quintessential
New England experience
While there, enjoy a picnic
lunch in the authentic 19thcentury Webb Barn.

Visit a National Historic
Landmark, Mark Twain
House & Museum that ranks
as one of the “Ten Best
Historic Homes” in the world
by National Geographic.
Experience the Hartford home
that the author and his family
lived in as well as learn about
him and the history of the
home.

Mystic Aquarium
860-572-5955
mysticaquarium.org

Lyman Orchards
860-349-1793
lymanorchards.com

Webb Deane-Stevens
Museum
860-529-0612
webb-deane-stevens.org

Mark Twain House
& Museum
860-247-0998
marktwainhouse.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: CT Office of Tourism, Mystic Aquarium, CT Office of Tourism, CT Office of Tourism, CT Office of Tourism
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Journey back in time with
Essex Steam Train & Riverboat
Take a relaxing excursion along The
Valley Railroad in Essex aboard the
steam train or riverboat.
“People love to visit Essex Station and
step back in time when they travel in our
vintage Pullman cars on The Essex Steam
Train,” said Maureen Quintin, director of
communications with The Essex Steam
Train & Riverboat. “The Connecticut
River Valley is a spectacular backdrop
during any season, so everyone loves
the opportunity to relax and enjoy the
scenery on our train and riverboat, the
Becky Thatcher. We have so many unique
options throughout the year between our
train and boat tours, many groups come
back for second and third excursions.”
There are a variety of activity options
for groups to partake in, including a
ride on the steam train, a cruise on the
riverboat, a journey on both train and
boat, the dinner train, a lunch trip, and
other special seasonal events.
“Adult groups love our lunch excursions,” Quintin said. “The day starts with
a three-course lunch aboard a 1920s
Pullman dining car as part of a 3 ¾-hour
train and riverboat sightseeing excursion.
Guests get a guided tour of the River
Valley as they dine in style (with) a hot
meal prepared onboard the train and
served by our expert attendants. When
they (groups) arrive at Deep River Landing, they board our riverboat, the Becky
Thatcher, and continue their adventure
on the Connecticut River where they
will be guided through the scenery and
historic sites, such as Gillette’s Castle.”
Some of the special cruises offered
include Sunset Cigars & Whisky, Chocolate & Wine, Brats & Beer, as well as
different holiday-themed excursions.
Quintin recommends making advance reservations as soon as possible to
reserve preferred dates and times. Specialty and dinner cruises sell out early on.
Groups rates are available for 20 or
more people with advanced reservations. Motorcoach parking is available at

Essex Station, where the trips begin. n
Essex Steam Train & Riverboat
860-767-0103
essexsteamtrain.com

Train, Essex Steam Train & Riverboat, Essex, Conn.
Photo: Kim Tyler
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Delaware

Outdoor experiences statewide
Hit the trails in Delaware. Take a deep breath. Smell the fresh
air. Behold the world.
Delaware’s natural splendor makes it an ideal place to spend
time outdoors. Be astonished on a hike through Cape Henlopen
State Park. Enjoy spotting a new bird at Bombay Hook National
Wildlife Refuge. Pass amber waves of grain while biking through
the Delaware countryside. Dip a paddle into the water and glide
past the continent’s northernmost stand of bald cypress trees in
Trap Pond State Park. Groups are never far from an incredible
view or an unforgettable outdoor experience in Delaware.
Visit Delware provided these itinerary builder ideas.
Visit Delaware
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

HIKE

DO

VIEW

Whether the group
wants a strenuous workout
or a relaxing stroll, they
can go hike on these trails:
Brandywine Creek State
Park, Hidden Pond Trail,
Wilmington; Lums Pond State
Park, Swamp Forest Trail,
Bear; Killens Pond State Park,
Pondside Nature Trail, Felton;
Cape Henlopen State Park,
Walking Dunes Trail, Lewes;
and Rehoboth Boardwalk,
Rehoboth Beach.

Find both relaxation and
adventure while gliding along
and paddling a picturesque
waterway. Options include:
boating, C&D Canal,
Delaware City; fishing,
Woodland Beach Wildlife
Area, Smyrna; boating,
Lewes Canal, Lewes; standup paddleboarding, Little
Assawoman Bay, Fenwick
Island; and kayaking/
canoeing, Trap Pond State,
Laurel.

Search the sky and the
ground while taking in some
of America’s best birding and
wildlife watching throughout
the state of Delaware.
Locations to view wildlife
include: Fort DuPont State
Park, Delaware City; Bombay
Hook National Wildlife
Refuge, Smyrna; Little Creek
Wildlife Area, Dover; DuPont
Nature Center, Milford; and
Prime Hook National Wildlife
Refuge, Milton.

Visit Delaware
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

Visit Delaware
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

Visit Delaware
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

PLAY

Feel the excitement
and the fun of a highoctane, adrenaline pumping
activity. Go rock climbing
at Alapocas Run State Park
Rock, Wilmington; zip line at
Go Ape! Zip Line & Treetop
Adventure, Bear; paddleboard
in Delaware’s Inland Bays;
and go skimboarding in the
Atlantic Ocean.
Visit Delaware
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Lums Pond State Park, Bear, Del., Cape Henlopen State Park, Lewes, Del., Woodland Beach, Smyrna, Del., Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge,
Smyrna, Del., Alapocas Run State Park, Wilmington, Del., Photo: VisitDelaware.com
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Get up close &
personal with
OperaDelaware
OperaDelaware in Wilmington is
the only professional opera company in
Delaware and is sure to thrill guests with
an intimate musical experience.
“For opera lovers or newcomers alike,
there is nothing quite like the experience
of hearing world-class opera in the intimate setting of the Grand Opera House,”
said Mary Wilcosky, events manager for
OperaDelaware. “In addition to opera,
Wilmington has a thriving culinary scene
within walking distance of The Grand and
also boasts the Hotel Dupont that is well
known for its level of service. The area also
is home to several wineries that hold tastings for a fun addition to any trip.”
The 2017–18 season will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of Puccini’s
“II Trittico.” Other operas for the season
include: “Suor Angelica”, “II Tabarro”
and “Buoso’s Ghost.”
“OperaDelaware’s Opera Festival has
received both national and international
acclaim because of the programming

and performance quality that we have
produced,” Wilcosky said. “The Grand
Opera House where we perform is a
jewel — an 1871 structure lovingly renovated in 1971 with fabulous acoustics.”
Special group rates are available. For
tour operator led groups, groups of 10–19
people will receive 15 percent off with
one comp ticket and for groups of 20 or
more people will receive 20 percent off
with one comp ticket for every 10 people.
Aside from being the oldest opera
company in Delaware, OperaDelaware is
the 11th oldest professional opera company in the country. All OperaDelaware
performances are held at the Grand
Opera House. The opera also offers arts
education programs for area schools.
If groups have more time in the
Wilmington area, Wilcosky suggested
taking advantage of the beauty of the

area as well as visiting Longwood Gardens, Winterthur, Nemours Mansion
and Gardens, as well as The Delaware
Art Museum.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
OperaDelaware
302-658-8063
operade.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Opera finale, OperaDelaware, Wilmington, Del. Photo: OperaDelaware, Rossini’s ‘La Cenerentola’ opera, OperaDelaware, Wilmington, Del. Photo:
Joe del Tufo, Performance, OperaDelaware, Wilmington, Del. Photo: OperaDelaware, Performance, OperaDelaware, Wilmington, Del. Photo: OperaDelaware, Rossini’s ‘Semiramide’
opera, OperaDelaware, Wilmington, Del. Photo: Joe del Tufo
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Maryland

Salisbury & Whitehaven
Wicomico County is a perfect destination for groups. In the
heart of the Chesapeake Bay region, the area offers its visitors
deep-rooted history, natural beauty and unique culture.
“A group tour with Chesapeake Tours and Promotions is an
excellent way to learn about Wicomico County, its history and our
various attractions,” said Vanessa Junkin, assistant director of
marketing and public relations for Wicomico County Recreation,
Parks & Tourism. “People can get a deeper understanding of the
sites they visit and ask questions along the way.”
Chesapeake Tours and Promotions provided these ideas.
Wicomico County Tourism
800-332-8687
wicomicotourism.org
Chesapeake Tours and Promotions
443-366-2784
chesapeaketourplanner.com

TOUR

Overlooking the Wicomico
River, Pemberton Hall
Plantation calls visitors back
to the past. Guests walk the
grounds, discovering 18thcentury landscapes and
exploring historical interiors
of the 1741 manor house.
Nature trails and freshwater
ponds complete the picture
at Pemberton Historical
Park, providing guests with a
calming sanctuary.
Pemberton Hall
Plantation & Park
410-742-1741
pembertonhall.org

DO

Explore the life of
Chesapeake watermen in
Wicomico County. Visitors
see cruise ship construction,
experience touch tank
ecology and learn about
aquaculture and the seafood
industry. Travel the shores
of the Wicomico River to
Whitehaven — a 19th-century
maritime village — with its
grand hotel, schoolhouse and
America’s oldest continuously
operating ferry crossing.
Wicomico County Tourism
800-332-8687
wicomicotourism.org

Top Photo: AJ Angello: Bottom Photos: Wicomico County Tourism
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EAT

“Pass the Lady Earl Grey
and scones please” is the
mantra at historic Poplar Hill
Mansion, Salisbury’s oldest
residential home. Treat guests
to an authentic 1840s British
high tea, then tour the newly
restored mansion. Just out
the door is historic Newtown,
a Victorian architectural
wonderland. Guests will
delight in a leisurely stroll.
Poplar Hill Mansion
and Newtown Tour
410-749-1776
poplarhillmansion.org

SEE

No trip would be complete
without a visit to the Ward
Museum of Waterfowl
Art in Salisbury. Tour this
internationally renowned
collection of historic and
contemporary hand-carved
decoys and nature art
traditions. Schumaker Pond
draws guests outdoors with
11 sprawling acres of park
and live waterfowl. Next, head
to Salisbury Zoological Park.
Ward Museum of
Waterfowl Art
410-742-4988
wardmuseum.org

maryland

Bound to have fun at
Baltimore Book Festival
Book lovers can turn the pages of
countless books while enjoying exhibits, listening to author readings and
meeting authors in Baltimore.
“The Baltimore Book Festival gives
attendees the chance to meet and connect with more than 500 authors while
enjoying a completely free literary arts
festival,” said Megan Bosse, communications associate for the Baltimore
Office of Promotion & the Arts. “Each
presenting author interacts with the
audience by sharing their stories and
opening up the floor for Q&As.”
The annual festival runs for a weekend
in September, and this year it celebrates
its 23rd year. The festival is scheduled for
Sept. 28–30 this year, with the schedule
being released in mid-August.
“In addition to hundreds of authors
and books, the festival hosts live music
on an outdoor stage, cooking demonstrations, children’s activities, spoken word
performances and more,” Bosse said.
The festival brings in hundreds of
authors in two different categories for
the three-day event. They have presenting authors and table tent authors.
“With 10 stages of literary programming, the Baltimore Book Festival has
something for every kind of book lover,
and even non-book lovers,” Bosse said.
“There are stages dedicated to sci-fi and
fantasy, romance novels, comics and

graphic novels, food and cookbooks
and children’s/young adult novels.”
The book festival is a free event that
is open to the public with events running at different times throughout the
duration of the festival.
Local food and beverage vendors
serving a variety of cuisine will be
available for purchase. Books can be
purchased at authors readings and at
designated areas throughout the festival.

Passenger drop-off and pick-up
is available at the Baltimore Visitor
Center. Motorcoach parking is available at the Motorcoach Parking Facility,
but parking must be purchased at
baltimore.org/info/ motorcoachlargevehicle-parking-information. n
Baltimore Book Festival
410-752-8632
baltimorebookfestival.com

Baltimore Book Festival, Baltimore, Md. Photo: Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts
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NEXT STOPS

Light City Baltimore
The Pool by Jenn Lewin

Maryland is the perfect place to celebrate in
2018. Baltimore bookends the year with a pair of
unforgettable festivals as Charm City turns the night
sky into a glowing artists’ canvas during “Light City
Baltimore,” the nation’s largest light festival, in April.
In October, the navy drops anchor in the harbor and
the USAF Thunderbirds streak through the skies over
historic Fort McHenry during Fleet Week Baltimore.
Celebrate the life of Harriet Tubman, a true American hero and icon of freedom, along the Harriet
Tubman Underground Railroad Scenic Byway and
the inspiring state park visitor center dedicated to
her remarkable life. Ring in the winter holidays with
Christmas on the Potomac at National Harbor, home
of Ice! where ice sculptures bring holiday classics to
beautiful, crystalline life.
And any time is the perfect time to raise a glass
to Maryland’s amazing craft brewing scene. Take
a trip to Frederick, America’s prettiest rowhome
city, where walkable streets and friendly faces pair
perfectly with cutting-edge micro-brews and classic,
farm-to-table cuisine. And hoist a pint at the Guinness Brewery in Halethorpe. Take a brewery tour
at America’s own little slice of Ireland, then top off
your bucket list with unforgettable, authentic stout at
their new Test Taproom.
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VisitMaryland.org
877-333-4455
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Capital Wheel

Ocean City

Top your Washington, D.C. itinerary with a
spin 180 feet above the Potomac River on The
Capital Wheel. Located at National Harbor,
The Capital Wheel is a large-scale observation wheel delivering thrilling views of the
Washington, D.C. area. Seated in comfortable,
eight-passenger, climate-controlled gondolas, passengers enjoy a spectacular view of
National Harbor as well as the Washington
Monument, Old Town Alexandria and more.
nationalharbor.com
301-842-8650

Maryland’s Eastern Shore will abound
with festivals this year as Ocean City’s own
fall festival, Sunfest, takes place September
20-23. This year Ocean City celebrates with
nearby Salisbury as they host the National
Folk Festival, September 7-9. Ocean City hotels will be packaging group trips to include
this new event. Contact your favorite Ocean
City hotel or the Ocean City CVB.
ococean.com
800-626-2326

National
Folk Festival
The 78th National Folk Festival is being
held in Salisbury, Maryland September 7-9,
2018. This exciting, FREE, 3-day outdoor
event will feature more than 350 of the nation’s finest traditional performers and crafts
people, seven stages of continuous music
and dance, craft exhibits and demonstrations, a festival marketplace, family activities
and delicious regional and ethnic foods.
www.NationalFolkFestival.com
410-677-1916

Photo: C Kurt Holter

Hagerstown

Frederick

Hagerstown, Maryland is well-known for
Antietam National Battlefield and Civil War
history. Did you know that groups also love
our beautiful Museum of Fine Arts, and
seeing the exciting performances at our Maryland Theatre and Washington County Playhouse? Groups also love to taste award-winning wines at our vineyards surrounded by
our breathtaking mountain scenery. There’s
more than you can imagine to do right here...
only in Hagerstown! Visit our website for funfilled itineraries!
visithagerstown.com
888-257-2600

From historic covered bridges to unique
boutiques in Downtown Frederick, there’s
no shortage of things to see—and do—in hip
and historic Frederick County. Trek through
nature on the C&O Canal or treat your taste
buds to cutting-edge cuisine. Visit Flying
Dog, Maryland’s largest craft brewery, and
explore a Civil War battlefield all in one day.
VisitFrederick.org
800-999-3613

Toby’s
Dinner Theatre
Toby’s Dinner Theatre offers award-winning Broadway musicals with a buffet-style
dinner. This unique venue ‘in-the-round,’ featuring a live orchestra, provides each guest
with a dynamic view with no seat more than
30 feet from our stage. Toby’s is convenient
to Washington D.C., Baltimore, Frederick and
Annapolis. 2018 upcoming shows include:
Disney’s NEWSIES, Mamma Mia!, Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Disney’s Little Mermaid.
TobysDinnerTheatre.com
410-730-8311
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Have fun at Terrapin Adventures
In Savage, located between Baltimore
and Washington, D.C., groups can get
adventurous at Terrapin Adventures.

A little bit of learning and
a little bit of sweet treats…
that’s what makes
a good tour!
Enjoy a progressive lunch tour
with an all-day guide!

www.CarrollCountyTourism.org
800-272-1933

Convenient to Gettysburg, Baltimore & Washington, D.C.
Reader Service Card #756
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“Adults enjoy our aerial adventure
park with its zip line, high ropes challenge course, climbing tower, giant
swing and terrapin flyer,” said Matt
Baker, chief adventure officer. “They
enjoy trying new things, getting outside
(their) comfort zone.”
The aerial adventure park is the most
popular aspect of Terrapin Adventures,
but kayaking along the Patuxent River,
biking, caving, river tubing and geocaching tours also are available for groups.
Cave trips are offered once a month and
give visitors the opportunity to learn the
basics of cave exploration.
The adventure course aspect has 34
elements to keep groups busy, including: a swing that has two G’s of force,
the Terrapin Flyer that is a 40-foot free
falling drop that feels like flying, and
hoping on the zip line for amazing views
from high up in the sky.
Staff recommend planning for two to
four hours, depending on what adventures the group members want to participate in. Plan to arrive 30 minutes before
the tour time to fill out paperwork. There
is the option to have a fully catered meal.
Terrapin Adventures is able to accommodate groups up to 200 people at

the adventure park and its indoor facilities. The business is able and willing to
customize a program to match a group’s
interests or needs.
“Adults enjoy doing fun things
together outside getting to know each
other and share in your accomplishments,” Baker said. “We specialize in
groups (and) getting them to enjoy being together.”
Terrapin Adventures is open yearround and through the rain and snow.
People wishing to participate in the outdoor adventures should wear closed-toe
shoes, except during water activities.
Free motorcoach parking is available
off Interstate 95. n
Terrapin Adventures
301-725-1313
terrapinadventures.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Swing, Terrapin Adventures, Savage, Md. Photo: Terrapin Adventures, Terrapin
Adventures, Savage, Md. Photo: Terrapin Adventures, Terrapin Adventures, Savage, Md. Photo: Terrapin Adventures

maryland

B&O Railroad
Museum brings
railroading
adventure
Celebrate America’s railroad heritage
and history in Baltimore.
“The B&O Railroad Museum has the
most important American railroad collection in the world,” said Dana Kirn, director
of museum services for B&O Railroad
Museum. “Its vast collection ranges from
small artifacts like railroad china to fullsize locomotives. It’s the museum’s amazing collection that visitors like most.”
The B&O Railroad (Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad) is recognized as the birthplace
of the American railroading system with
the First Stone of the railroad from 1828
a 1.5-mile train ride away. Museum visitors will get to experience locomotive and
rolling stock collections, a riveting collection of small objects, and digital research
collections and information.
The museum has a variety of group
tour options, specialty tours, combination tours and VIP tours available. Kirn
said one of the most popular tours is
Tour 4 – First, Last, Best, & Only of its
Kind. This tour option lasts two hours
and takes groups along a nostalgic journey of the B&O Railroad and its history.
The B&O Railroad Museum offers
specialty programs throughout the year,
as well as seasonal activities that can be
found on the calendar of events.
Beside learning about and seeing
the history of trains and the rails in the
United States, visitors can hop aboard one
of the trains that are available for a ride.
“The B&O Railroad Museum just
began offering First Class passenger
service aboard the Mile One Express
train ride,” Kirn said. “This immersive
experience allows passengers first class
accommodations on board a vintage
observation railcar, where a living history steward serves light refreshments
and snacks and a docent provides a brief
history of what it was like to dine on the

Train conductors and guests, B&O Railroad Museum, Baltimore, Md. Photo: B&O Railroad Museum

B&O. You also get to watch a real train
conductor guide the train.”
Groups should schedule their visits
at least two weeks in advance. The museum offers a discount to groups of 20
people or more.

Free motorcoach parking is available
on-site. n
B&O Railroad Museum
410-752-2490
borail.org

Ocean C

ity, M

aryland

JUST THE BEACH
Don’t get us wrong. You’ll love soaking up the sun on our free, 10-mile
beach, or swimming and playing in the ocean. But that’s just the tip of
the sandcastle when it comes to Ocean City, Maryland. There’s literally
something for everyone:
• An award-winning three-mile boardwalk

• Year-round festivals, concerts and events

• 200+ restaurants and exciting nightlife

• Shopping, wildlife and historical museums

• Indoor and outdoor sports facilities

• 1,200-seat Performing Arts Center in
the Roland E. Powell Convention Center

• New Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad State Park and Visitor Center

BOOK YOUR

TRIP NOW!

• Popular family reunion destination

Call Norma Dobrowolski

CVB Destination Sales & Marketing Manager
800.626.2326 | ococean.com/group-travel
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Massachusetts
Salem

Salem is a destination recognized around the world for its
rich history. The city’s past includes the tragic Salem Witch
Trials of 1692 and the glorious maritime era that left its indelible
mark on Salem through architecture, museums and artifacts.
Destination Salem provided these itinerary builder ideas.
“Salem is a fascinating destination for groups because there
is so much more than most visitors expect to experience,” said
Kate Fox, executive director for Destination Salem. “Most people
recognize Salem as the ‘Witch City,’ but they may not know
the history that led to the distinction. Groups can dive into the
Salem Witch Trials at a historic sites or on a tour.”
Destination Salem
877-725-3662
salem.org

DO

SEE

Go back to Salem Village
in 1692. Experience a live
re-enactment at The Witch
Dungeon, that has been
adapted from the historical
transcripts of the original
witch trials. Hear the stories
of how it began and the
people that were accused of
bewitching the children. Take
a tour of the dungeon after
the re-enactment.

The maritime history
of Salem stretches back
nearly 400 years. Today,
explore that history at Salem
Maritime National Historic
Site through guided tours,
exhibits, wayside signs,
special events and films.
Take a self-guided or audio
walking tour through the
historic sites exhibits or
watch a film.

The Witch Dungeon
978-741-3570
witchdungeon.com

Salem Maritime
National Historic Site
978-740-1650
nps.gov/sama

TOUR

Experience a guided
group tour of the 350-yearold Turner Ingersoll Mansion
at the House of the Seven
Gables. The mansion served
as the setting for Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s 1851 novel
The House of the Seven
Gables and is a National
Historic Landmark District.
Groups will also be able to
visit the Nathaniel Hawthorne
Birthplace.
House of the Seven Gables
978-744-0991
7gables.org

RIDE

Take a sightseeing
excursion with Salem Trolley
to experience the unique
and colorful past in Salem.
A narrated one-hour trolley
ride takes groups on an
8-mile expedition around the
city of Salem and includes
information about the
witchcraft trials. Sites include:
museums, the burial grounds,
the House of Seven Gables,
the waterfront area and
Chestnut Street.
Salem Trolley
978-744-5469
salemtrolley.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Jasmine Gordon/Destination Salem, Jared Charney/Destination Salem, Destination Salem, Frank C. Grace, Kate Fox/Destination Salem
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massachusetts

Catch glimpses of marine life
with Captain John Boats
Take a seafaring adventure in Plymouth with Captain John Boats. Groups
might spot fish, turtles or sharks on a
voyage, however whale sightings are
Captain John’s specialty, and they are
always guaranteed.
“Massachusetts has the best whale
watching in the United States, bar none,”
said Bob Avila, a captain with Captain
John Boats.
Whale watching trips last about
four hours and the boat can hold up to
300 guests. Avila said whale sightings
are 99.9 percent guaranteed for their
trips, and at times, people will get to see
whales right alongside the boat.
Groups get to view whales and other
sea life while a naturalist onboard narrates the whole journey with whale facts
and describes what guests are seeing.
During peak season (April through
October), groups have the chance to encounter a variety of whale species. There
are two different departing locations
groups can choose from: Plymouth or
Provincetown.
If groups board in Plymouth, boats
depart the Town Wharf and head to
Cape Cod Bay and Stellwagen Bank.
This area is a primary feeding ground
for humpback, finback, pilot, minke
and endangered right whales. If groups
board in Provincetown, boats depart out
of MacMillan Wharf.

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum

We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

Whale watching, Captain John Boats, Plymouth, Mass.
Photo: Captain John Boats

Aside from whale watching in Plymouth and Provincetown, Captain John
Boats offers deep-sea fishing trips, harbor cruises, private charters and ferry
runs to Provincetown. Roughly 75,000
people go whale watching each year with
Captain John Boats.
Food, snacks and beverages are available for purchase during cruises.
Avila recommends at least a 24-hour
notice for group visits, but the more
notice, the better. Groups should also plan
extra time for arrival and boarding for
whale watching cruises.
Free motorcoach parking is available. n
Captain John Boats
508-746-2643
captjohn.com

19 1/2 Washington Square North
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
Translated into French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Japanese,
Cantonese & Mandarin

978.744.1692

salemwitchmuseum.com
Open Year Round i
Reader Service Card #139

Make your own Magic

The Witch House, 310 Essex Street.
Make your group magic @ Salem.org/groups.
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Plymout
Honor 400 years of history and culture
in ‘America’s Hometown’

«

The year 2020 marks a major anniversary for Plymouth, Massachusetts. A quintessential New England
destination, the town is located
between Boston and Cape Cod.

“Groups love
to visit Plymouth
because of its
singular history
found nowhere
else in the
country,”said Paula
Fisher, director of marketing and
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group services for Plymouth County
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “The
arrival of the Mayflower with its
102 Pilgrim passengers in 1620
was unique to all other European
invasions of the continent as the
Pilgrims came as families searching for the right to worship as they
saw fit, not as conquerors.”
History is huge in Plymouth, but
the town offers more. Visitors can
expect a mix of art and music,
outdoor adventure and seasonal
festivities. Plymouth has plenty of
options for visiting groups, including tours of cranberry bogs, breweries, walking tours and paranormal

experience tours.
“Today there are dozens of
attractions and reasons to visit
from the simplicity and no cost of
viewing Plymouth Rock to visiting
the homes where Pilgrim feet trod,
experiencing a reproduction of the
settlement built by the English in
1620 alongside a Native American
Wampanoag Homesite, going on
a whale watch in the Atlantic or
taking an evening lantern tour of
this historic ‘America’s Hometown,’”
Fisher said. “Plymouth has been
welcoming groups since 1620
and plan to do so for the next 400
years as well.”

Photo above: Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth, Mass., Photo: Plimoth Plantation
Photos opposite page: Whale watching, Captain John Boats, Plymouth, Mass., Photo: Captain John Boats
Pilgrim Belle, Providence, Mass., Photo: Adele Collins, courtesy Massachusetts Office of Tourism
The Mayflower II, Plymouth, Mass., Photo: Nicole Meighan/Plymouth 400, Inc.

uth

HISTORY
Plimoth Plantation is a must see.
The living history museum tells
the stories and perspectives of the
Native Wampanoag people and the
Pilgrims. Have a conversation with
the townspeople of the re-created
farming community to hear about
their challenges, their religious and
educational experiences as well as
what it was like to raise children. A
visit to the Wampanoag Homesite
shares what life was like for the
native people. Staff at the homesite
are all native people. Mayflower II
will not be at Plymouth until 2019,
as it is undergoing restoration.

By
Steph
Lulofs

OUTDOOR AND
ADVENTURE
DropZone Adventure Park features zip lines, a high ropes obstacle course and a free fall climbing
wall. The attraction is sure to get
visitors’ adrenaline going.
Take a whale-watching journey
with Captain John Whale Boats into
Cape Cod Bay.
A cruise on the Pilgrim Belle, an
authentic Mississippi River-style
paddle-wheeler, provides a relaxing
sightseeing excursion.

Events honoring
Plymouth:
ILLUMINATE THANKSGIVING
Nov. 17, 2018
EMBARKATION FESTIVAL
HONORING THE
PILGRIM STORY
Sept. 19–20, 2020

With over 13,000 acres of cranberry bogs in Massachusetts, visitors will want to schedule a trip to a
cranberry bog.
ART AND MUSIC
Catch a musical performance
of the award-winning Plymouth
Philharmonic Orchestra. Watch a
show at the Buckley Performing
Arts Center or a Broadway show at
the Priscilla Beach Theater.
A world of crafts can be found at
the Fuller Craft Museum. Touch the
materials and objects to get a feel
for contemporary crafts.
COMMEMORATING
THE ANNIVERSARY
Plymouth has had activities going
on since 2014.
“It is a remarkable time to come
to Plymouth as we approach 2020,
the 400th anniversary of 1620 and
even into 2021 when we’ll honor
the 400th anniversary of the first
Thanksgiving,” said Brian Logan,
communications manager for
Plymouth 400, Inc. “Not only are
the tourist attractions, hotels and
restaurants making improvements
ahead of this important commemoration but, on a much larger scale,
the state is putting a lot of effort
into preparations for 2020 via the
support of our governor-appointed
Plymouth 400 state commission.” n
Plymouth County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
508-747-0100
seeplymouth.com
Plymouth 400, Inc.
508-812-2020
plymouth400inc.org

GroupTour.com
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Gleaming and glittering
glass mesmerizes at
Sandwich Glass Museum
See thousands of glass pieces while
wandering through the galleries of
Sandwich Glass Museum in Sandwich.
With a collection of nearly 5,000
glass items, there is plenty of shine and
sparkle to look at. The museum’s galleries are laid out in chronological order
and display pieces made by the Boston
& Sandwich Glass Company, which was
in existence in Sandwich from 1925 to
1888. Galleries include a contemporary
gallery and a special exhibits gallery.
“The glassblowing demonstration
is awesome to see,” said Sarah Lee, staff
member in charge of administration,
membership, inquiries and bus tours for
Sandwich Glass Museum. “The special

exhibition gallery is always changing.
The contemporary gallery is cool.”
In addition to offering a variety of
permanent exhibits, the museum also
presents special exhibits. The Multi
Media Theater brings Sandwich to life
during the Industrial Revolution with a
23-minute video that runs throughout
the day.
Glassblowing demonstrations take
place every hour. The demonstration
lasts for 20 minutes and will include
time at the end for attendees to ask
questions. Groups will be amazed
by watching the molten glass being
removed from the furnace, and then
blown and pressed into shapes.

Museum staff recommend groups
plan for 1 ½ hours at the museum.
“We welcome groups of all kinds
to visit the museum,” Lee said. “Bus
groups, school groups, camps, scouts,
families, friends – groups and reunions
of all sorts enjoy visiting.”
The museum shop has a variety of
glass items for visitors to purchase.
Groups rates are available for groups
that come to the museum via a motorcoach and have 20 or more people. Motorcoach parking is available on-site. n
Sandwich Glass Museum
508-888-0251
sandwichglassmuseum.org

2018NBCVB-SYTA Ad2-Final.qxp_Layout 1 12/12/17 5:50 PM Page 1

Visit

Groups, Meetings & Events

A STORY IN EVERY MILE

The North of Boston region offers a variety of
accommodations, restaurants, unique event
sites, group attractions, transportation, tours,
sightseeing, wedding services and more.
Great weekend getaway or extended stay
only 30 minutes from Boston.
Request a free travel guide and map.

Photos: (Main Photo) The Crane Estate, The Trustees of Reservations, Ipswich © Mark Gardner; (Smaller Images) Gallery Tour at the Peabody Essex Museum, Salem © PEM;
Vintage Baseball at Spencer Peirce-Little Farm, Newbury © Spencer Peirce-Little Farm; Lobsters at Woodman’s of Essex © NBCVB;
Wedding at Misselwood, Beverly © Kishgraphics; Girls Day Out on the Schooner Lannon, Gloucester © Schooner Lannon
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America is poised for an anniversary
of national significance

400 years

An American Story - A National Legacy
1820

County
Plymouth400.com

SeePlymouth.com

- 202

TOUCH A PIECE OF
PLYMOUTH ROCK AT
PILGRIM HALL MUSEUM!
America’s oldest museum,
built in 1824, invites you to
see objects that came on
the Mayflower and actual
17th century Pilgrim
possessions. Open daily.

1628

1625

1620

- 202

5

0

- 202

8

WINDOW ON AMERICA’S PAST

- 202

0
Welcome home to this historic
site that “Speaks for Itself!”
Mayflower Pilgrims John and Priscilla made their
home in the Town of Duxbury as did following
generations of Aldens.
Open for guided tours: June through mid-October,
Wednesdays through Saturdays, 12 — 4 p.m.

781.934.9092 • Alden.org
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Uncover treasures
at Whydah Pirate Museum
Artifacts, a rich history and real
300-year-old pirates are what groups can
discover at the Whydah Pirate Museum
in West Yarmouth.
“Museum guests will learn about The
Whydah Gally — a real 18th-century pirate
ship that wrecked off the coast of Cape Cod
in 1717 — and will see the actual artifacts
recovered from the wreck site,” said Brandon Clifford, museum director.
Groups can take a self-guided journey through the hundreds of authentic
pirate artifacts, including the bronze
ship’s bell, coins, weapons and encapsulated skeletal remains. Guests can walk
through a life-size replica of the ship
and look through maps and reading material spread throughout the museum.
“Guests will learn about history of
the Whydah, its eclectic crew and the
broader world in which they lived,” Clifford said. “Our exhibits and historians
cover topics such as European colonialism and warfare, the trans-Atlantic slave
trade, maritime culture during the ‘Age
of Sail,’ and local Cape Cod folklore.”
The Whydah was a former slave ship
that was taken over by pirates before
going down in a storm. It was discovered by Barry Clifford, John F. Kennedy Jr. and a team in 1984. More than
200,000 artifacts have been salvaged
from the wreck.

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Bronze bell, Coin, Coins, Whydah Pirate
Museum, West Yarmouth, Mass., Photo: Whydah Pirate Museum

“Beyond the museum’s features,
many of our guests are fascinated and
amazed simply by learning the truth
behind the ‘Golden Age’ of piracy,” Clifford said. “In contrast to the common
stereotypes that merely dismiss pirates
as greedy, bloodthirsty scoundrels, our
museum clarifies that the surge of piracy
during the early 18th(century) was part
of a larger social rebellion.”

EDITH W H A RTON’S HOME

Tours of Edith Wharton's
magificent estate.
EdithWharton.org
413-551-5102
Close to Tanglewood and
the Norman Rockwell Museum
Reader Service Card #138
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A museum favorite is the working
laboratory.
“Our patrons can not only observe
the process by which these historic relics
are unearthed and conserved, but they
can even talk to our archeologists while
they work and ask questions about the
process,” Clifford said.
Guided tours are offered, and historians and archaeologists are available
throughout the museum to answer any
questions. The museum has ample motorcoach parking. n
Whydah Pirate Museum
508-534-9571
discoverpirates.com

massachusetts

Chase thrills at Zoar Outdoor
In Charlemont, groups can fill their
adrenaline fixes at Zoar Outdoor.
“Nestled in the beautiful mountains
of western Massachusetts, Zoar Outdoor has easy access to the Class I-IV
whitewater of the Deerfield River and
the forests surrounding the river valley,”
said Adriana Isaza, sales and marketing
manager at Zoar Outdoor. “We’re only
a few hours from Boston, New York
and southern New England, so you can
spend less time traveling and more time
enjoying nature.”
Zip lining is the most popular activity at Zoar Outdoor, and the trip takes
groups on a three-hour tour of the treetops and forest. Zoar Outdoor also offers
whitewater rafting, kayaking, paddle
boarding and biking, and in the winter,
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.
“Since we have so many options
available here at Zoar Outdoor, we can

be pretty flexible to accommodate a
group’s scheduling needs,” Isaza said.
“You can plan a half-day adventure and
just go kayaking or zipping, or you can
do a full-day trip and sign up for one of
our rafting adventures.”
For most activities, Zoar offers a
group discount. For every 11 guests
booked, the 12th is free. There is also
a package option for groups, which includes lodging and activity discounts.
Zoar Outdoor has several lodging and camping options available for
groups wanting to stay for more than a
day. Camping options include tents, tent
sites for a wilderness feel and glamping.
“What people love most about visiting Zoar Outdoor is the people,” Isaza
said. “We always hear from guests that
they felt welcomed, and their guides
made the experience stand apart from
other adventure tours. Plus, we have

everything you need right here — rafting, zipping, kayaking, lodging — so you
can plan an entire multi-activity trip, all
based out of one spot.”
Motorcoach parking is available, and
with advance notice, the staff can help
with logistics. n
Zoar Outdoor
800-532-7483
zoaroutdoor.com

Whitewater rafting, Zoar Outdoor, Charlemont, Mass.
Photo: Zoar Outdoor

The Greater Merrimack Valley is Great for Groups!
Just 30 minutes northwest of Boston, Massachusetts!

Visit the region where
freedom began –
scenic guided tours of
historic Lexington and
Concord MA, guided
boat tours through
Lowell’s hand-dug
canals that powered
the mills in the 19th
century, art exhibits
and galleries, cultural
cuisine, ethnic festivals,
live entertainment and
New England charm
await you in the Greater
Merrimack Valley!
Group Tour 2017.indd 1

Liberty Ride
Let us customize your visit
along the historic Battle Road
through Lexington and Concord
as costumed guides recount the
events of April 19, 1775 and
the literary legacy that defined
American identity and culture.
Rich in cultural activities from
concerts to historic reenactments, today’s Lexington offers
something for everyone. Trolley
and step-on guide service
available year-round. Departs
from 1875 Massachusetts Ave,
Lexington, MA.

Lowell National
Historical Park
Discover the continuing revolution. Lowell’s water-powered
textile mills catapulted the
nation – including immigrant
families and early female factory
workers – into an uncertain new
industrial era. Nearly 200 years
later, the changes that began in
Lowell make it a living monument to the dynamic human
story of the Industrial Revolution.
Call us today to customize your
hands-on, educational group
tour to bring the park to life.

339.223.5623 www.libertyride.us

978.970.5000 www.nps.gov/lowe

The UMass Lowell
Inn & Conference Center
The only hotel in the heart of
downtown Lowell. Lodging
features 31 year-round rooms
and 150+ seasonal summer
rooms located close to historical
landmarks, major event venues,
museums and a bustling
downtown. Easy travel to Boston
and New Hampshire makes us
ideal for tours of any size or
season. Complementary Wi-Fi
and continental breakfast
included.
50 Warren Street Lowell, MA 01852
978.934.6920 www.uml.edu/icc

For the latest itineraries and educational
group packages call 978.459.6150 or visit
www.merrimackvalley.org.
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Mary Baker Eddy
Library honors
influential figure
A visit to the Mary Baker Eddy
Library in the Fenway Cultural District
of Boston will create lasting memories
for groups.
“The Mary Baker Eddy Library is a
unique cultural institution that strives
to engage all visitors,” said Francesca Famosi, group tours, marketing and public
relations coordinator for the library.
The library was named after Mary
Baker Eddy who founded The Christian
Science Monitor in 1908.
“A trip to the library creates a one-ofa-kind experience, combining areas of
interest that include history, geography,
architecture, women and journalism,”
Famosi said. “To stand in the center
of the Mapparium — a three-story,
stained-glass globe — leaves many
people feeling awe-inspired. The typical view of a globe is from the outside.
But at the library, visitors step inside
the Mapparium to experience a shared
view of the earth — both geographically and geopolitically, traveling back
to the world of 1935. Words, music and
state-of-the-art lighting all combine to
illustrate how ideas have transcended
time and changed our borders.”
Groups can learn more about Eddy’s
life through a 10-minute video on her
life, Mary Baker Eddy: An Extraordinary Life.

Mapparium, Mary Baker Eddy Library, Boston, Mass. Photo: Mary Baker Eddy Library

The Mapparium is only available for
people to view on a guided tour and is a
favorite of many visiting groups. A full
guided tour of the library lasts approximately 40 minutes, while a tour of the
Mapparium only is 20 minutes long.
Along with the Mapparium, the exhibit,
“The Mapparium: An Inside View”
shares documents, artifacts and letters.

‣Minutes away from Plymouth
‣20 minute scenic train ride
through cranberry bogs and
marshlands
‣World famous chicken BBQ
‣Cranberry World museum
‣So much more to do: rides,
attractions, shopping!
For more info or to book your group contact Ann Stacey at
7 7 4 . 4 3 5 . 8 0 1 5 or by email: s a l e s @ e d a vi l l e . co m
Reader Service Card #125
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“For many visitors, the first glimpse
of the Mapparium is a lasting memory,”
Famosi said. “It’s hard to say what they
like best. For some, it’s the colors. For
others, it’s the historic map. And many
are captivated by the acoustics. The
globe’s spherical shape and glass panels
create two distinct sound effects. Two
people standing at opposite sides of
the Mapparium would think they were
standing side by side.”
Two weeks’ notice for a group visit is
preferred. Other exhibits include “Fervent Hearts, Willing Hands” and “Mary
Baker Eddy: Her Life and Legacy.”
Free motorcoach parking is available for up to three hours at the library,
and a drop-off zone is located at the
main entrance. n
Mary Baker Eddy Library
617-450-7000
marybakereddylibrary.org

massachusetts

Peek into a renowned artist’s life
at Norman Rockwell Museum
Paintings, illustrations and 20th
century are just a few words associated
with Norman Rockwell. Get a feel for his
style and work in Stockbridge.
With an expansive career that
started in his teen years, Rockwell’s work
presented a sentimental and idealized
view of everyday life. People still feel the
nostalgia and humor in his work.
“Norman Rockwell’s work continues
to resonate with the general public,”
said Jeremy Clowe, manager of media
services at the museum. “Not only with
those who grew up with his illustrations
found in America’s leading periodicals,
but also for younger generations who
have discovered his work through popular culture or at our museum.”
The Norman Rockwell Museum

offers a permanent exhibit that features
the 367 pieces that compromised Rockwell’s collection. Pieces come in a variety
of mediums, including oil paintings and
sketches in pencil, charcoal and watercolor. This collection was donated by
Rockwell himself.
The museum has a permanent collection of illustrations that is continually
growing. It offers more than 14,000 pieces
by 250-plus artists. The museum also offers temporary and traveling exhibits.
This year, the museum is featuring
a traveling exhibit “Enduring Ideals:
Rockwell, Roosevelt & the Four Freedoms.”
Groups should plan to spend at least
two hours at the museum. Guests can
also take the time to enjoy the outdoors

at the 36-acre museum, as well as see
sculptures done by Peter Barstow, Rockwell’s son.
The museum offers a picnic option
for groups of 12 or more, and private or
semi-catered lunch options. Advanced
reservations are required.
Motorcoach parking is available.
For travel planning assistance while
in the area, visit Berkshires.org, the
quintessential Berkshire planning tool. n
Norman Rockwell Museum
413-931-2221
nrm.org
The Berkshires
413-499-1600
berkshires.org

A GROUP PLANNER’S GUIDE TO THE BERKSHIRES
The Berkshires has become a
favored destination for groups of
every description. Our rich mix of
history, arts and culture, set amidst
the rolling Berkshire hills, ensures
that groups will have an outstanding
experience, no matter their interests.

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM: Enjoy
the world’s largest collection of original
Rockwell art and the work of other
illustrators. Always something new to see!
Group discounts. Rockwell’s Studio and
Terrace Café open seasonally. A must-see
destination open year-round.
Route 183 • Stockbridge, MA • 413.931.2221 • nrm.org

CLARK ART INSTITUTE: The Clark
presents exceptional art in an extraordinary
setting. Its collection is rich in French
Impressionist, old Masters, American,
and British art. Group rates and dining
available.
225 South Street • Williamstown, MA • 413.458.0563
clarkart.edu/visit/adultgroups

HILTON GARDEN INN – Lenox/Pittsfield:
We invite your group to our award-winning
hotel – ranked in the Top 2% of ALL HGI’s!
Enjoy our 95 guestrooms, comp policy, free
parking, indoor heated pool, fitness room,
restaurant and lounge.
1032 South Street • Pittsfield, MA • 413-448-2222
LenoxPittsfield.HGI.com

THE MOUNT, EDITH WHARTON’S
HOME: Discover The Mount, Edith
Wharton’s home and a Gilded Age
gem! Your group can tour the house and
gardens, lunch on the terrace, and browse
our gift shop. Specialty tours available.
2 Plunkett Street • Lenox, MA • 413.551.5111
edithwharton.org/visit/group-tours

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES – Berkshires:
The only award winning Marriott in the
Berkshires welcomes groups! Ask how
you can earn Marriott Rewards for your
group. Complimentary full, hot breakfast
buffet, indoor heated pool and spa,
exercise room and free wi-fi.
249 Stockbridge Road • Great Barrington, MA
413.644.3200 • marriott.com/gbrfi

BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN:
Explore 15 acres of gardens in an everchanging display of color featuring plants
and trees that thrive in New England.
Group tours highlight the gardens and
seasonal exhibitions.
5 West Stockbridge Road • Stockbridge, MA
413.298.3926 • berkshirebotanical.org

Visit berkshires.org to sign up for our Groups e-News
Reader Service Card #411
GroupTour.com
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New Hampshire
Conway, Jackson & Laconia

Culinary creations have become a form of art. Inspirations
from across New Hampshire have merged, giving visitors a oneof-a-kind taste of the state. Groups can eat and drink their way
through New Hampshire while experiencing the state’s culture
and history. This tour takes groups through some of the most
celebrated destinations in a creative and scrumptious way.
The New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism provided
these itinerary builder ideas for groups looking to experience a
variety of tasty culinary treats around New Hampshire.
New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism
visitnh.gov

DO

EAT

ENJOY

Hop on the Conway
Scenic Railroad in North
Conway for a lunch aboard
its historically restored dining
car. Take in scenic views and
relive the past while eating
a meal that is fully prepared
in the dining car of the train.
Dining service aboard the
train is seasonal. Special
excursions are also an option
for groups of 20 people or
more.

Red Fox Bar & Grille is
located in beautiful Jackson
in the heart of the White
Mountains. The restaurant
is on Route 16 across from
Jackson’s picturesque red
covered bridge. Known for
authentic wood-fire grilling
from the famous Josper Oven
and for hand-crafted draft
beers, Red Fox Bar & Grille
has been family owned and
operated since 1990.

Head to NASWA Resort’s
NazBar & Grill in Laconia
for a private beach party
and beachside barbecue
dinner. Enjoy the tropical
vibes by relaxing by the fire
pits, sipping a boat drink
and rocking to the reggae
beat. The restaurant serves a
variety of handheld options,
like sandwiches and tacos,
making it perfect for eating at
the beach.

The White Mountain
Cider Company in Bartlett
is owned by two graduates
of the Culinary Institute of
America. An award-winning
restaurant and bar can
be found in the 1880s
farmhouse, and freshly
pressed cider is available in
the cider mill from September
to December. Stop in the
red barn to bring coffee and
baked goods home.

Conway Scenic Railroad
603-356-5251
conwayscenic.com

Red Fox Bar & Grille
603-383-4949
redfoxbarandgrille.com

NASWA Resort’s
NazBar and Grill
603-366-4341
naswa.com

White Mountain
Cider Company
603-383-9061
ciderconh.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism, Conway Scenic Railroad, Red Fox Bar & Grille,
The NASWA Resort/Robert T., White Mountain Cider Co.
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Groups are glad to visit Littleton
The quintessential New Hampshire
mountain town of Littleton consistently
lands on top 10 lists lauding the “Best
Small Towns in America” and has won
awards for its architecturally beautiful
Main Street. It runs parallel to the Ammonoosuc River, which may be crossed
by three unique pedestrian bridges,
including a wooden covered bridge that
leads to the restored Littleton Grist Mill.
But there’s another reason it draws
visitors: Littleton is “Glad” town USA,
for it was here that author Eleanor
Hodgman Porter (1868–1920) created
one of literature’s most beloved and
enduring characters: Pollyanna. Whether
by the bestselling 1913 book or the 1960
Walt Disney movie classic, everyone
relates to the “Glad Girl” and her unflappable optimism.
In fact, groups to Littleton can experience a Pollyanna tour, which includes a
stop at the cheery life-size bronze Polly-

anna statue. Erected in 2002, visitors still
love to rub Pollyanna’s shoe for good
luck and gladness.
Groups can arrange a historical walking tour and/or visit to the Littleton
Area Historical Museum, located in
the basement of the circa 1894 Opera
House. With advance arrangements, curator Richard Alberini greets groups in
a Victorian suit and shares tidbits about
Bette Davis, once a Main Street regular.
Littleton has another claim to fame
as the home of the Guinness World record holder for longest candy counter:
At 112 feet long, Chutters’ counter is
mesmerizing, with hundreds of glass
jars filled with colorful candies, from
every size and shape gummy (chicken
feet, anyone?) to licorice, jelly beans
and chocolates.
Joining Chutters on Main Street are
the Little Village Toy and Book Shop,
the Quilt Shop, Gallery at the Nest,

Pollyanna statue, Littleton, N.H. Photo: PurpleFinch PhotoDrone, LLC

among others. Group-friendly restaurants include Topic of the Town and the
Littleton Diner. n
Littleton Area Chamber
of Commerce
603-444-6561
littletonareachamber.com

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

an

AMAZING ADVENTURE to the top

of NEW ENGLAND’S HIGHEST PEAK!
3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly biodiesel or steam trains
World’s 1st & only mtn-climbing cog RR east of Rockies!
• Free admission to the new Cog Railway Museum!
•
•

BASE STATION RD, MARSHFIELD STATION, NH
thecog.com 603-278-5404 OPEN MAY-NOV

Reader Service Card #529
GroupTour.com
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New Jersey

Frenchtown, Milford, Titusville & Trenton
These towns and cities tucked along the banks of the
Delaware River are full of character, natural attractions and,
of course, history. This is where General George Washington
crossed the river during the Revolutionary War, and the area’s
landmarks, parks and places are proud keepers of that history.
Each city comes with a few ideas of places for a group to
visit while in town.
The State of New Jersey Department of State, Division of
Travel and Tourism provided these cities and itinerary ideas.
State of New Jersey Department of State,
Division of Travel and Tourism
609-599-6540
visitnj.org

DO

Begin the group’s trip in
New Jersey by strolling down
Milford’s idyllic Main Street.
Browse the quaint shops
before heading to Delaware
River Tubing for a relaxing,
three-hour ride down the
Delaware River.
Have lunch at The Ship
Inn Restaurant and Brewery.
State of New Jersey
Department of State,
Division of Travel and
Tourism
609-599-6540
visitnj.org

SEE

Drive to Frenchtown,
where the Delaware River
Scenic Byway officially
begins. Walk through
Frenchtown’s Historic District
with its antique shops and
art galleries. Or bike through
Delaware & Raritan Canal
State Park. Have dinner at
farm-to-table eatery Lovin’
Oven.
State of New Jersey
Department of State,
Division of Travel and
Tourism
609-599-6540
visitnj.org

WALK

Get back to nature in
Lambertville. Visit Howell
Living Farm and step back
to the 19th century and tour
the granary, sheep barn and
blacksmith area. Or go to
Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead
Museum to learn about the
area’s agricultural heritage.
Grab a bite at Caffe Galleria.
State of New Jersey
Department of State,
Division of Travel and
Tourism
609-599-6540
visitnj.org

Left to right: Photos: Delaware River Tubing, State of New Jersey, Prallsville Mills, Old Barracks Museum
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TOUR

Head to Trenton, and visit
the Old Barracks Museum,
the only colonial barracks
left in the state. Explore New
Jersey State Museum’s 2
million artifacts and watch
a show at the planetarium.
Relax in South Riverwalk
Park, an urban green space
with paths built on top of the
Route 29 tunnel.
State of New Jersey
Department of State,
Division of Travel and
Tourism
609-599-6540
visitnj.org

Reader Service Card #441
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Explore culture and
architecture in Cape May
Safety, perfect size and multitude of
offerings make Cape May, a National
Historic Landmark city in New Jersey,
an ideal destination for groups.
The Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts &
Humanities (MAC) is a nonprofit organization that acts as the city’s stewards, promoting restoration and cultural enrichment via
their staff of 160 plus 300 volunteers.
“Considered ‘America’s first seaside
resort,’ Cape May is a very safe, walkable small city with the comforts of a
small town,” said MAC communications
coordinator Susan Krysiak. “There is a
multitude of historic, architectural and
cultural tours, activities and events available all year long to visitors.”
One landmark that groups are
always keen on touring is the Emlen
Physick Estate, Cape May’s only Victorian house museum. Both guided and
self-led tours are available.
“Groups can tour the first two floors
of the 1879 house with guides who will
relay the fascinating story of the wealthy
Philadelphians (the Physick family) who
built the house and lived here, and how
the demands to save this house from
destruction in the 1970s helped launch
the movement that resulted in Cape May
becoming a National Historic Landmark

city,” Krysiak said.
Other natural stops for groups include
the 1859 Cape May lighthouse and the
World War II lookout tower (Fire Control
Tower No. 23). MAC restored the tower
in 2009 by adding spiral stairs, a wooden
walkway, replacing missing doors and
windows and recreating historical details.
Tours are offered with a variety of
focuses, and include Cape May Seaside
Adventure, Haunted Cape May, Tinkering
Tasting, Proudly We Serve, Victorian Cape
May, Christmas in Cape May, Victorian
Cape May and Welcome to Cape May.
Tours include trolley and walking tours.
Though Cape May is known as a
summer destination, groups are welcome all year long.
“Christmas is a delightful time for
groups to visit, with a variety of holiday
season tours and events offered from
mid-November through New Year’s,”
Krysiak said.
The Chamber of Commerce of
Greater Cape May offers a streamlined
bus procedure (capemaychamber.com). n
Mid-Atlantic Center for the
Arts & Humanities
609-224-6030
capemaymac.org/groups

Left to right: Photos: Cape May Lighthouse, Cape May, N.J. Photo: Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities
Emlen Physick Estate, Cape May, N.J. Photo: Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities
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New York
Albany

Explore the unique Dutch past of Albany, New York’s capital.
Albany’s Dutch roots make it distinctive among historic American
cities. The Dutch settled Albany nearly 100 years before the
English arrived and today, much evidence of this first Colonial
power remains. Discover what makes Albany unique, and how
Dutch traditions helped form the United States of today.
“Albany has enticed visitors for 400 years,” said Molly
Belmont, director of marketing at Albany County Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “With its award-winning museums, historic sites
and national landmarks, Albany both entertains and inspires. Let
us show you around, and help you discover Albany.”
Albany County Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-258-3582
albany.org

DO

SEE

Sit by the fire and hear
about daily life in the early
colonial days at Crailo
State Historic Site, the only
remaining fortified home on
the Hudson River.
The historic house in
Rensselaer has guided tours
available for groups up to 30
people. Larger groups will
experience an in-depth intro
and will get to tour the site in
an open house-style format.

Find out about farm life at
Mabee Farm Historic Site
in Rotterdam Junction. Churn
butter, make handicrafts
and watch period farming
demonstrations.
It is the oldest farm in
the Mohawk Valley area,
and provides guests with
educational opportunities.
The farm has interactive
exhibits, and historical and
archaeological collections.

Crailo State Historic Site
518-463-8738
parks.ny.gov/historicsites/30/fees-rates.aspx

Mabee Farm Historic Site
518-887-5073
schenectadyhistorical.org/
sites-and-exhibits

TOUR

VISIT

Tour The First Church
in Albany. Established in
1642, it is the second oldest
church in New York state and
holds the oldest pulpit in the
United States. Congregants
over the years included Philip
Schuyler, Alexander Hamilton
and Teddy Roosevelt. The
First Church in Albany is part
of the Reformed Church in
America.

See how the other half
lived at Schuyler Mansion
State Historic Site, Philip
Schuyler’s elegant mansion
in Albany. The mansion
was home to Schuyler,
renowned Revolutionary
War general, U.S. senator
and entrepreneur. The home
overlooks the Hudson River
and when built was situated
on an 80-acre tract of land.

The First Church in Albany
518-463-4449
firstchurchinalbany.org

Schuyler Mansion
Historic Site
518-434-0834
parks.ny.gov/historicsites/33/details.aspx

Left to right: Photos: Albany County Convention & Visitors Bureau
GroupTour.com
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Relive TV and movie favorites
with On Location Tours
Groups see where silver screen and
television magic is made with On Location Tours.
All tour guides are local actors who
provide an insider look at what it’s like to
be an actor in New York City.
“Our tours are unique in that we
create an opportunity for folks to relive
some of their favorite TV shows and
movies by bringing them up close to the
exact spot where they remember their
favorite moments taking place,” said
Alan Locher, On Location Tours public
relations and marketing director.
Tour themes cover locations seen in
everything from HBO’s Sex and the City
and The Sopranos to movies When Harry
Met Sally, The Seven Year Itch and King

Kong.
“Some of the iconic landmarks featured on our NYC TV & Movie Tour are
the hotels featured in Modern Family and
Home Alone 2, Washington Square Park
featured in Big Daddy, Glee and Girls,
the Flatiron Building featured in Spiderman and the apartment building where
your favorite ‘Friends’ lived,” Locher said.
“There’s also a Central Park TV & Movie
Sites walking tour that takes groups on a
two-hour stroll through the most famous
park in the world.”
The NYC TV & Movie Tour + Makea-Movie Workshop blends two popular
tours into one. “Groups will get a twohour version of the NYC TV & Movie
Tour before heading over to our studio

Reader Service Card #134
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where the three-hour Make a Movie
Workshop takes place,” Locher said.
During the workshop, groups will get a
crash course in acting, directing, lighting, editing and shooting on location. The
group gets a YouTube video to share with
friends after the workshop.
Not only does the workshop allow
groups to film in a real studio, “they also
get to film out and about on the streets of
New York City, making this an unforgettable experience in the most filmed city in
the world,” Locher said. n
On Location Tours
212-683-6042
groupsales@onlocationtours.com
onlocationtours.com

AMERICA’S MOST MONUMENTAL EXPERIENCE SINCE 1846

Boats Depart from Niagara Falls, USA

MaidoftheMist.com
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Pennsylvania
Lehigh Valley

Lehigh Valley has been a hub of American industry for more
than 200 years. There, groups can see how some of the world’s
most famous products are produced
“Lehigh Valley is easily accessible by major highways,
making it an attractive destination for tours,” said Kaitie Burger,
social media & communications manager at Discover Lehigh
Valley. “Home to a few of the world’s favorite brands such as
Crayola®, Martin Guitars and Mack Trucks, the region is home
to an impressive range of attractions that are sure to delight
groups of any size. Plan a one-day visit, a multiple-night stay,
or use our region as a hub-and-spoke for nearby destinations
throughout the Mid-Atlantic.”
Discover Lehigh Valley
610-882-9200
discoverlehighvalley.com

SEE

TOUR

EXPLORE

Check out Martin Guitar
Factory, Museum and
Visitors Center to see how
Martin’s handmade guitars
have been shaping the music
world for over 175 years. See
the entire production process
at the factory in Nazareth.
Free factory tours give
visitors the chance to
experience the art of guitar
making, through 300 steps.

In Bethlehem, the National
Museum of Industrial
History helps groups forge
a connection between the
innovations of today and the
industrial past. The museum
is housed in a former
Bethlehm Steel facility and is
a Smithsonian Affiliate. Learn
the history of Bethlehem Steel
and the life of a textile worker
during that time.

Enjoy an intimate
experience at one of the
Lehigh Valley Wine Trail’s
family owned vineyards and
wineries. Designated an
American Viticultural Area
(AVA) in 2008, the Lehigh
Valley is Pennsylvania’s
fastest growing wine region.
There are eight different
wineries included in the wine
trail.

Take a journey through
the history of the company
that got America rolling at
the Mack Trucks Historical
Museum.
The museum celebrates
the history of the Mack Trucks
company that was founded
in 1900 in Brooklyn. In 1905,
the headquarters was moved
to Allentown, Pennsylvania,
where it stayed until 2010.

Martin Guitar Factory,
Museum and Visitors
Center
610-759-2837
martinguitar.com

National Museum of
Industrial History
610-694-6644
nmih.org

Lehigh Valley Wine Trail
lvwinetrail@yahoo.com
lehighvalleywinetrail.com

Mack Trucks
Historical Museum
610-351-8999
macktrucks
historicalmuseum.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Discover Lehigh Valley
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Philadelphia Urban Adventures
delivers city’s experiences
Groups that seek a customized tour
with a behind-the-scenes feel will love
Philadelphia Urban Adventures.
Whether a group’s interest is revolutionary history, Philly cheesesteaks
or anything in between, the team
at Philadelphia Urban Adventures
can curate a tour that delivers. The
experienced team will personalize a
tour depending on group size, desired
activity level and area of focus, while
providing an insider’s view of the City
of Brotherly Love.
“Our most popular Urban Adventures
public walking tour is History in HD,” said
Kendra Leblang, marketing and media
coordinator. “The majority of Philadelphia
visitors are very interested in the Historic
District and Independence National Park.”
Another popular choice is the Italian
Market Immersion Tour.
“This tour takes people behind the
scenes of the Italian Market, where
they’re able to meet vendors and learn
about the incredible food and expertise
available,” Leblang said. The Philly on Tap
beer tour also is very popular, “for obvious reasons,” she added.
For groups that wish to get an overall
picture of Philadelphia, the Private City
Tour might be just the thing. “It’s our
most popular driving tour,” Leblang said.
“It gives our guests a chance to see as
much of the city as possible in however

Philly on Tap tour, Philadelphia Urban Adventures, Philadelphia, Pa., History in HD walking tour, Philadelphia Urban Adventures, Philadelphia, Pa. Photo: Philadelphia Urban Adventures

much time they have.”
A journey to see the Rocky film
locations and a two-hour Segway
adventure rival the Private City Tour in
popularity.
No matter what, visitors are guaranteed
to have an outing that’s one-of-a-kind.
“Our guides are unscripted and we
encourage them to show and tell groups
about their love of the city,” Leblang
said. “Every guide we have will give a
different tour — even if it’s the same
route they’re following.”
Private group tours start and end
at different points throughout the city,
however there is a bus-loading zone near
Philadelphia Urban Adventures’ office. n

Philadelphia Urban Adventures
215-280-3746
philadelphiaurbanadventures.com

HARRISBURG EAST
815 S. EISENHOWER BLVD
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, FITNESS CENTER, BUSINESS CENTER & INDOOR POOL

ONLY!
A short drive from

Lancaster & Hershey
COMPLIMENTARY
Motor Coach Cleaning
COMPLIMENTARY
Welcome Reception
Private Group Dining
Options Available
Contact Lindsay Peters
to book your group!
all routes lead to us!

Reserve Now!

717-939-1600
HOLIDAYINN.COM/HARRISBURGE
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More Than A Trip,
It's a Transformation
History comes alive for students when they not
only visit, but experience the rich heritage of
Philadelphia.

For Customized Itinerary Planning, contact:
Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312 or
jim@discoverPHL.com
Explore the possibilities at discoverPHL.com
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Rhode Island
South County-Westerly

Arts and culture play an important role in South County. From
art galleries to mansions, landscape and architecture, South
County has long been recognized as a cultural center of the state.
“South County Tourism Council welcomes group tours
and thrills at the opportunity to showcase our region, one of
the best-kept secrets in New England,” said Louise Bishop,
president and CEO of South County Tourism Council. “Make the
most of your stay — relax in our peaceful landscape, take in the
local arts and culture, eat your fill of fresh seafood, and come
back and see us again.”
South County Tourism Council
401-789-4422
southcountyri.com

DO

Stop at Wilcox Park, a
beautifully landscaped park
that is a miniature replica of
New York City’s Central Park.
The park has unique species
of trees, a dwarf conifer
collection, and perennial and
annual flower beds. Located
in the Wilcox Park Historic
District, the park is on the
National Register of Historic
Places.
Wilcox Park
401-596-2877
westerlylibrary.org

SEE

Tour the Babcock-Smith
House Museum. This twostory, Georgian-style home
has six fireplaces, 200 year
old furniture and toys from the
1890s. Dr. Joshua Babcock
was Westerly’s first physician,
and was the chief justice
of Rhode Island. Orlando
Smith discovered granite on
the property in 1846, which
led to Westerly becoming a
leading granite center.
Babcock-Smith
House Museum
401-596-5704
babcocksmithhouse.org

EAT

Enjoy a meal in
Narragansett at the Coast
Guard House. The restaurant
is housed in a former U.S. LifeSaving Service station that is
made of granite and overlooks
the Narragansett Bay.
Established in the 1940s,
the restaurant serves lunch,
dinner and Sunday brunch
and is known for its locally
harvested seafood. Weather
permitting, meals can be
enjoyed on the deck.
Coast Guard House
401-789-0700
thecoastguardhouse.com

VISIT

The Narragansett
Pier Casino, designed by
McKim, Mead & White and
landscaped by Frederick
Law Olmsted, was one of
America’s most prestigious
resorts for the wealthy and
famous in the 1890s. Tour
what’s left of the casino, now
called The Towers and used
as an event center. Guests will
learn how the casino was the
social centerpiece of the area.
The Towers
401-782-2597
thetowersri.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Katherine Gendreau, John Woodmansee, Babcock-Smith House Museum, South County Tourism Council, John Woodmansee
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Ride the rails with Rail Explorers
Groups can pedal leisurely along the
rails and enjoy the breathtaking scenery
of the Narragansett Bay in Portsmouth.
“‘Riding the Rails’ with Rail Explorers provides a fun and unforgettable
experience for people of all ages and
physical abilities,” said Mary Joy Lu,
CEO of Rail Explorers USA. “We have
become one of Rhode Island’s ‘must-do’
attractions by providing a truly unique
activity along the scenic rails.”
Rail explorers are pedal-powered
vehicles that go on railroad tracks, and
the existence of these vehicles dates
back to the 1850s. The Rail Explorers
USA has quad and tandem vehicles in
their fleet of rail explorers and there
is the option for vehicles to be linked

together to create a train.
“The rail explorers are easy to pedal,
the terrain is mostly flat and the ride is
relaxing and enjoyable,” Lu said. “Everyone can enjoy this activity; couples young
and old, groups of friends, and families of
all ages and abilities. The pedal-powered
explorers provide a smooth and comfortable adventure suitable for all.”
Rail Explorers USA offers special
tours for groups of 30 people or more,
but staff recommend making reservations as far in advance as possible, since
tours sell out quickly. Themed tours are
an option and come with a guide that is
knowledgeable about history, nature and
railroads. Catered meals can be set up.
A tour on the rail explorers is onehour long, but groups should plan for
two hours between checking in, a safety
talk and getting back after the tour. Each
tour has a guide that takes the lead and
one in the back. A distance of 200 feet
is kept between each explorer, so each
vehicle can go at its own pace.
Riders are provided with a passport
that outlines history and notable spots
aligning with the mile markers. Rail
Explorers USA has other locations to
ride the rails: Delaware, New York, and
soon a location in the Adirondacks and

Las Vegas. A discount is available for
bookings of 10 or more people.
Free motorcoach parking is available. n
Rail Explorers
877-833-8588
railexplorers.net

The Newport

Flower Show
Voted one of ABA’s Top 100 events!

cottages

Smart & Small
Rosecliff, Newport, RI
June 22-24 , 2018
Join us at New England’s
Premier Flower Show

Groups@NewportMansions..org
Photos: Rail Explorers, Portsmouth, R.I. Photo: Rail Explorers

www.NewportFlowerShow.org
Reader Service Card #321
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Washington, D.C.
Monuments and memorials, eclectic neighborhoods,
America’s best restaurant city, true local flavor - the nation’s
capital is a place unlike any other.
Explore President Abraham Lincoln’s Washington, D.C., with
this itinerary. See where he stayed before he moved into the
White House and experiene how and where he spent his final
days.
This itinerary appears courtesy of washington.org. Find this
and additional trip-planning resources on Destination DC’s
website.
Destination DC
202-789-7000
washington.org

DO

EAT

Lincoln’s statue at the
Lincoln Memorial gazes out
across Memorial Bridge to
Arlington National Cemetery.
The 16th president is
immortalized in marble at the
memorial. Lincoln saved the
Union and reinvigorated the
nation’s founding principle
that all men are created
equal.The location of the
memorial reflects symmetry in
thought and design.

Pause for a photo
outside The White House,
then eat at the Willard
InterContinental, where
Lincoln stayed before moving
into the White House. There’s
a copy of his bill on display.
The Willard
InterContinental has several
options for meal/drinks: Café
du Parc, Le Bar, Peacock
Alley Tea and the Round
Robin Bar.

Lincoln Memorial
202-426-6841
nps.gov/linc

Willard InterContinental
202-628-9100
washington.
intercontinental.com

Left to right: Photos: Courtesy of washington.org, The Willard InterContinental, Ken Rahaim
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VISIT

After lunch, explore the
Smithsonian American
Art Museum and National
Portrait Gallery. The 16th
president celebrated his
second inaugural ball in
the grand space known
as the Lincoln Gallery. The
Portrait Gallery’s collection of
presidential portraits includes
the last photograph taken of
Lincoln.
Smithsonian American
Art Museum
202-633-1000
americanart.si.edu

SEE

From the Smithsonian
American Art Museum,
it’s a quick walk to Ford’s
Theatre. The underground
museum illustrates the events
on April 14, 1865, that lead
up to Lincoln’s assassination,
as well as the beginning of
his presidency, his life at the
White House and struggles
he faced. Catch an evening
performance of an American
classic.
Ford’s Theatre
202-638-2367
fords.org

washington, d.c.

Get hoppin’ with
City Brew Tours
Jump into the van and let City Brew
Tours take the group on a tasty tour.
Taste the beers of local breweries in
the craft beer scene, find new and delicious foods, and learn the rich history of
Washington, D.C., or the town where the
tour is taking place.
“Your epic beer journey starts from
the moment you meet your tour guide,
with 10,000 years of hilarious beer history being discussed before your first
stop,” said Chad Brodsky, founder and
CEO of City Brew Tours. “At every stop
after that you’ll take a deeper dive into
the modern-day process of beer making
and the flavors in your glass.”
Guides will take the group on not
just a tasty experience but an educational one where they will learn the mechanics of brewing. Most tours include stops
at three to four breweries and food.
“Our ‘Original Brew Tour’ is the most
popular public offering and our private tours often create experiences that
mimic that,” Brodsky said. “While every
private tour is customized, a typical
private tour would make three brewery
stops and include transportation, guided
behind-the-scenes tours, beer and a
meal. Menu style and offerings depend
on the group size.”
There are two ways for a group to take
a beer tour. It can be done as a public tour,
where the group joins in with other people/

Beer, City Brew Tours, Washington, D.C. Photo: City Brew Tours

groups. Or a private tour can be arranged.
“We have customized options to fit
any group need, including the ability
to meet virtually any budget, flexible
itineraries and can often mix in stops to
contrast the beer, like a cidery or distillery,” Brodsky said.
City Brew Tours also does tours in
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Burlington, Vermont, and Boston. A

private tour can have up to 400 people,
with a minimum number of four
required.
City Brew Tours has a team of tour
planners that will assist with a sport for
motorcoach parking at each location. n
City Brew Tours
202-759-8687
citybrewtours.com
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ORCHESTRA

Jonathan Bachman/Reuters

AND MANY MORE!

PICTURES OF THE YEAR
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Ontario
Ottawa

In Ottawa, groups can’t venture far without stumbling into the
capital city’s iconic cultural attractions. Nestled along the banks
of the Ottawa River, Canada’s fourth-largest city brims with rich
history, art and culture, while grand Victorian architecture lines
the streets.
With the highest standard of living in the country, Ottawa
is consistently rated the best place to live throughout Canada.
Ottawa is also home to a number of research and cultural
institutions, including the National Gallery of Canada and the
National Arts Centre.
These four stops highlight Ottawa’s museums, theaters and
galleries, punctuated by distinctly Canadian experiences.
Ottawa Tourism
800-363-4465
ottawatourism.ca

SEE

Experience a broad
cultural overview of Canada
at the Canadian Museum
of History, the mostvisited museum in the
country. Located across the
Ottawa River in Gatineau,
Quebec, the building itself is
spectacular, with its curving
forms and breathtaking
interiors, such as in the
Grand Hall.
Canadian Museum
of History
819-776-7000
historymuseum.ca

DO

Visit the National Arts
Centre and discover the
true flavors of Canada
with a global twist offered
by Le Café, the centre’s
restaurant. The centre is
home to an orchestra under
the musical direction of
Pinchas Zukerman. The
English Theatre and French
Theatre present some of the
best artistry from across the
country.
National Arts Centre
613-947-7000
nac-cna.ca

TOUR

EXPLORE

Schedule time for a tour
through the largest visual
arts museum in Canada,
the National Gallery of
Canada. Maman, a giant
bronze sculpture of a spider,
greets visitors at the plaza
entrance and provides a
hint of what to expect inside.
The gallery boasts the
world’s most comprehensive
collection of Canadian art.

Spend some time at the
Mackenzie King Estate in
Gatineau Park. The 570-acres
estate belonged to Canada’s
longest-serving prime minister,
William Lyon Mackenzie King.
Roam through the romantic
gardens and picturesque
ruins, or follow any of the
trails through the woods
before stopping for tea at the
Mackenzie King Tearoom.

National Gallery of Canada
613-990-1985
gallery.ca

Mackenzie King Estate
819-827-2020
ncc-ccn.gc.ca/places-tovisit/mackenzieking-estate

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos: Ottawa, Ontario, Canada Photo: Ottawa Tourism, Canadian Museum of History, Gatineau, Quebec, Canada Photo: Wladyslaw/Creative Commons,
Maman sculpture by Louise Bourgeois, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada Photo: John Talbot/Wikimedia Commons, Mackenzie King Estate, Gatineau, Quebec,
Canada Photo: Frlambert/Wikimedia Commons
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Enjoy amazing views at Skylon Tower
Stop for the most famous meal in Niagara Falls at Skylon Tower, but marvel
at the views.
“At Skylon Tower, we offer groups
the complete Niagara Falls experience,”
said Anita Pang Hrepic, director of sales
for Skylon Tower. “Our guests will be
amazed by the most spectacular views
from the moment they hop aboard our
exterior glass-enclosed ‘Yellow Bug’
elevators which glide them to the top of
Skylon Tower in just 52 seconds. From
our indoor/outdoor observation decks
they will enjoy 360-degree views of Niagara Falls and the surrounding region.”
Groups will get onboard the glass
elevator for a quick ride that will take
them 775 feet above the falls. After getting off the elevator, groups can eat a
meal from one of two on-site restaurants
while taking in a 360-degree view or
head to the observation decks.
Skylon Tower has both indoor
and outdoor observation decks that
will give people the opportunity to
see 8,000 square miles of Canada and
the United States. Witness the falls,
the Great Gorge, the wine district in
Niagara, as well as skyline views of Buffalo, New York, and Toronto.
The two dining options are the
Revolving Dining Room and the Summit Suite Restaurant, where buffet-style
meals are served. The Revolving Dining
Room offers a lunch, early dinner and

dinner menu. There are even dessert and
wine menus. A maximum time of 90
minutes is allowed for groups to dine.
Besides dining and the observation
deck, Skylon Tower has a family fun
centre and a movie about the falls that
has 3D/4D effects.
If dining in the tower, the elevator
ride and admission to the observation
deck is free. Special group rates are available for the restaurant and observation
decks for groups of 20 or more people.
Advanced reservation is required with
a 50 percent deposit due 30 days before
group visit.
Motorcoach parking is available at
Skylon Towers. n
Skylon Tower
905-356-2651
skylon.com

Reader Service Card #398

Skylon Tower, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada
Photo: Skylon Tower
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Toronto
Canada’s largest city rolls out
red carpet for shoppers By Mary Lu Laffey

«

It may be subliminal, but Toronto
gives groups permission to shop.
Window shop the elegant stores
on Bloor Street. Explore the over-thetop malls like Toronto Eaton Centre,
the legendary Hudson Bay’s flagship
store and the very special Kleinfeld’s
bridal boutique.
Browse the world-class gift shops
at the city’s world-class museums —
think the ROM (Royal Ontario Museum), which is one of my favorites on
the planet. Ditto for the AGO (Art Gallery of Ontario) and its Frank Gehry
connection. There’s the Bata Shoe
Museum, too, and its subject matter
speaks for itself. In the end, be sure
to go home with a find, a memory
maker that will whisper “Toronto”
each time it is pulled from the closet
or polished for the holidays.
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“Toronto has
emerged as a
major style
destination,”said

Maxine Morrell-West, manager, North
America leisure trade sales for Tourism Toronto. “From local labels to top
brands, groups can explore our many
retailers through outlet malls, shopping centers, vintage stores, home
décor, boutiques and high fashion.”
In the multicultural neighborhoods,
groups can discover authentic goods
from all over the world. “Over 140
languages and dialects are spoken
on the busy streets,” she said.
Toronto’s top shopping destinations
range from cool indie shops to outlet

o
Top Photo: Toronto Eaton Centre
Bottom Photos, left to right:
Hudson’s Bay
Yonge-Dundas Square
Kensington Market
Summer shopping on Yonge Street
All photos: Tourism Toronto

malls, vintage thrift stores and luxury
boutiques.
To shop for vintage designs, local labels or a bargain, seek out
the Leslieville neighborhood. Head
toward The Beaches for mid-century
modern and retro furnishings and
accessories. For a countercultural bohemian vibe, try Kensington Market’s
antiques, vintage finds and “new to
you” clothing shops. Luxury shoppers
can trek to midtown for Yorkville and
the aforementioned Bloor Street for
prestigious international retailers from
Tiffany to Vuitton.
This area is also home to Canada’s
upscale department store, Holt Renfrew, and the flagship Roots store for
cottage-chic casual wear and quality
leather goods.
In addition to shopping, find theatre, museums, festivals, specialty
tours and dining in Toronto.
From city center to the waterfront
and the historic neighborhoods
between, a progressive and inclusive
culture permeates the city.
One thing groups shouldn’t miss
are the city’s popular experiences
and attractions.
“Toronto is the center of big-ticket
experiences,” Morrell-West said. “Take
in a theatrical performance — we offer
Broadway musicals, comedy, dinner
theatres and dance performances.
“Toronto is one of the top cities for
English-speaking theater and named
one of the top cities to experience
culture by Foreign Policy’s Global
Cities Index. We have over 90 venues
and more than 40 productions every
month,” she said.

Iconic attractions fill out a group
itinerary a la attractions like CN
Tower, Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada,
ROM, AGO, Casa Loma, Toronto Zoo,
Ontario Science Centre and others.
“We are also a city of neighborhoods so groups should include Distillery Historic District, Toronto Waterfront [including] Toronto islands and
a harbor tour, Kensington Market,”
Morrell-West said.
“At a trip to the St. Lawrence Market,
sample an iconic peameal bacon sandwich,” she said and I agree. It doesn’t
get more Torontonian than that. n
Tourism Toronto
416-203-2600
seetorontonow.com

SOUVENIR
CENTRAL

Toronto goodies are as prized
by locals as they are by tourists.
• For subway-station buttons and
neighborhood name toques, visit
The Spacing Store.
• For ultra-cool Toronto Blue Jays
tees with Japanese lettering, or
tongue-in-cheek Canadiana like
Mountie-themed Thermos bottles,
try Drake General Store.
• For locally crafted, handmade
goods, Harbourfront’s The Centre
Shop is tops.
• For assorted bits and bobs that
channel Toronto pride, hit Blue Banana Market at Kensington Market.
• For sporty souvenirs head toward
the Jays Shop in Toronto Eaton
Centre or RealSports Apparel at
Air Canada Centre.
-Tourism Toronto

GroupTour.com
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Hockey Hall of Fame
encourages groups to play
Enjoy the world’s largest collection of
hockey memorabilia in Toronto.
As Toronto’s No. 1 group destination,
the Hockey Hall of Fame is in a league
of its own. Much more than a standard
sports museum, the hall offers a vibrant,
entertaining and interactive journey
through the exciting game of hockey.
The Hockey Hall of Fame pays
tribute to sports stars of the past and to
the games they played. The hall is the
home of the NHL Stanley Cup and has
the world’s largest collection of hockey
memorabilia.
A popular part of the hall is the
interactive NHLPA Game Time that
features new versions of the Pro
Hockey Shoot Out and Pepsi Shut Out.
Groups can use real pucks and sticks
and attempt to score against a life-size

computer-simulated goalie or play
against computer-simulated versions of
players like Henrik Lundqvist and Carey
Price. Or go one-on-one with animated
versions of today’s goalies and shooters.
There are opportunities to call the playby-play as well.
Hockey’s first 3-D film, Stanley’s
Game Seven, is shown at the hall. The
movie shares the greatest game ever
through original live action and archival footage.
Special exhibits are unveiled
throughout the year. “The Mask”, a newer
exhibit, displays 90 goalie masks from
the past and present to show the evolution. Notable masks include those worn
by Hockey Hall of Famers including Ed
Belfour and Jacques Plante.
Tours also can audition and test their

sports anchor skills in front of a camera
at the TSN SportsCentre Experience. All
“performances” are recorded, which allows participants to download and share
their clip online.
The average visit to the Hockey
Hall of Fame lasts for three hours, but
admission is for the entire day. Special
rates available for groups with 15 or
more people.
The motorcoach drop-off zone is
located at 10 Front St., on the north
side, just west of Yonge Street. Operators
should contact the group reservations
office during business hours about motorcoach parking. n
Hockey Hall of Fame
888-501-9770
hhof.com

A NATURAL GROUP DESTINATION

AGAWA CANYON
TOUR TRAIN

RUNNING MID-JUNE TO MID-OCTOBER

Group Rates | Complementary Ticket(s) | Motorcoach Parking Onsite
Group Menu | Special Group of 7 Itineraries Available

Book online at www.agawatrain.com or call 1-800-461-6020
Reader Service Card #257
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Take a journey along Niagara Falls
with Hornblower Niagara Cruises
Hear the roar and feel the mist of
Niagara Falls while on a boat with Hornblower Niagara Cruises in Canada.
Perfectly carved during an ice age
more than 12,000 years ago, the falls
exhibit power, strength and beauty.
To ride into the heart of the falls, step
on board a Hornblower Niagara Cruises
cruise, an exclusive Niagara Falls boat
operator on the Canadian side. Boat tour
experiences at Niagara Falls have been
impressing visitors since 1846.
Two 700-passenger catamaran boats,
the Niagara Wonder and the Niagara
Thunder, feature on-board comforts
including tiered decks for 360-degree
viewing, dry viewing areas, on-board
concessions and passenger washrooms.
The Voyage to the Falls Boat Tour
provides views of the American, Bridal

GregFrewinTheatre.com

Hornblower Niagara Cruise, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Hornblower Niagara Cruises

Veil and Canadian Horseshoe Falls.
Specialty tours can be arranged, such as
a fireworks cruise or one while the falls
are illuminated.
Each guest receives a courtesy mist
poncho and a souvenir audio guide.
The audio guide is 30 minutes long
and provides educational and engaging
information, such as explaining how an
ice block once stopped the flow of the
water. The guides are available in eight
languages: English, French, German,
Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese Mandarin,
Japanese and Korean.
Between April 1 and Nov. 30, sightseeing cruises depart every 15 minutes.
A Niagara Falls boat tour is repeatedly
recognized as Canada’s favorite visitor

experience.
Hornblower Niagara Cruises is the
official Canadian operator of boat tours
to Niagara Falls and is located along the
Niagara Parkway at the base of Clifton
Hill in the Tourist District.
Groups of 20 or more use an exclusive check-in and express admission to
boarding.
Motorcoach parking is at the Niagara
Parks Welcome Centre. Drivers receive a
pager and are alerted when the group is
ready for pick-up. n
Hornblower Niagara Cruises
905-394-3040
groups@niagaracruises.com
niagaracruises.com
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2018 Season

welcomes
tour groups!
For group tours from May to August call us today ...

12 plays including the musical Grand Hotel,
The Magician’s Nephew — C.S. Lewis’ prequel
to The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and
The Hound of the Baskervilles, a Sherlock
Holmes mystery.
Tim Carroll, Artistic Director | Tim Jennings, Executive Director | Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

SHAWFEST.COM | 1.800.511.SHAW
James Daly and Deborah Hay. Photo by Peter Andrew Lusztyk.
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Conference Services

905 688 5550 x4491

confdesk@brocku.ca
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EXCLUSIVE GROUP BENEFITS:
DEDICATED MOTOR-COACH RECEPTION / EXCLUSIVE GROUP CHECK-IN
VIP EXPRESS ADMISSION TO BOARDING / DATE AND TIME SELECT RESERVATIONS
DIRECT BILLING AND VOUCHER PRIVILEGES / ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
DOWNLOADABLE PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

CANADA'S MOST ICONIC EXPERIENCE
ONLY IN NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA

BOOK YOUR GROUPS NOW!
GROUPS@NIAGARACRUISES.COM / 1-905-394-3040
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Québec

Bromont, Eastman and Glen Sutton
It is known the term “picturesque” was invented to describe
the Eastern Townships (Cantons-de-l’Est) of Québec. Replete
with luxurious holiday resorts, endless outdoor thrills and fresh
cuisine, this undulating region rubs elbows with the United
States border.
The Eastern Townships also abound in theaters, art galleries
and antique dealers. However, the pleasures in the townships
are not just visual ones. The region is an invitation to gourmet
getaways, as these four stops from Québec’s Eastern Townships
attest.
Tourism Eastern Townships
819-820-2020
easterntownships.org

RIDE

Adrenaline junkies can
soar to new heights in Glen
Sutton. Distinct in Canada,
the VéloVolant is an
innovative and ecological
activity that uses recumbent
bicycles on a suspended
track high in the treetops. The
1000-meter circuit meanders
along the mountain above the
waterfalls, and allows groups
to enjoy the views of the
Vermont Green Mountains.

Spend a relaxing day at
Balnea Spa in Bromont,
where groups can unwind
and pamper themselves
from head to toe. The day
spa offers panoramic Finnish
saunas, a Turkish bath, an
igloo, outdoor whirlpool tubs,
a waterfall, sweat lodge,
forest basin, beach club,
private lake and solarium
for an exceptional thermal
experience.

VéloVolant
450-538-5639
velovolant.com

Balnea Spa
450-534-0604
balnea.ca

All Photos: Tourism Eastern Townships
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TASTE

Stop for an elegant
dining experience at Café
Bistro Les Trois Graces
in Eastman. Through their
passion for cooking, owners
Eve and Alex share a friendly
and gourmet cuisine for
groups to indulge in. Discover
the enchanting setting of this
cafe bistro located near the
Missisquoi River.
Café Bistro Les Trois Graces
450-297-4291
bistrolestroisgraces.com

SAVOR

Satisfy sweet cravings
at Musée du chocolat de
la confiserie Bromont
(Chocolate Museum). The
museum and chocolate shop
located in Bromont offers
over 40 different flavors
for groups to try, including
pralines and doublechocolate truffles. There is
a presentation with a guide
when booking for a group.
Musée du chocolat de la
confiserie Bromont
450-534-3893
lemuseeduchocolat dela
confiseriebromont.com

québec

Escapade Eskimo delivers
unforgettable rides
Visiting Québec’s wintry wonderland
wouldn’t be complete without experiencing dog sledding and snowshoeing.
Enter Escapade Eskimo, an outdoor
activity facilitator located 75 minutes
from Ottawa, Ontario.
When work led Escapade Eskimo
directors Sylvain Drapeau and Caroline
Desrosiers to settle down in the Pontiac
region in 2002, they made a beautiful
200-acre estate in Otter Lake, Québec,
their home.
Living 75 minutes outside of the
capital city did not bother the couple; a
passion for dog sledding and the area’s
harsh winters convinced them it’s the
perfect location. Drapeau’s passion for
dog sledding comes from childhood
memories of his late uncle Francois
Bruneau, who began practicing the sport
in 1985.
In spring 2004, the couple started
Escapade Eskimo, a company name chosen to pay tribute to Bruneau’s lead dog,
Kimo. Today, Drapeau’s kennel includes

24 dogs that are mostly descendants of
Mouki, another beloved dog of Bruneau.
A group visit to meet the huskies
includes an educational seminar. At the
end of the presentation, the visitors receive a dog sledding demonstration and
can participate in a fun day of winter
activities, including dog sledding, sledding and snowshoeing.
Smaller groups can participate in
geocaching, an outdoor activity similar
to a treasure hunt that uses GPS. The
first cache provides the coordinates
of the next cache, and so forth. While
groups are looking for caches, they learn
about the forest and spot animal tracks.
In the winter, snowshoes are provided.
To make a group reservation, email
Escapade Eskimo. Motorcoach parking
is provided on-site.
Escapade Eskimo is a member of
Outaouais Tourism, the Association of
Mushers Québec, Pontiac Tourism Association, Ottawa Tourism and the Ottawa
Valley Tourist Association. n

Dog sledding, Escapade Eskimo, Otter Lake, Québec,
Canada, Photo: Escapade Eskimo

Escapade Eskimo
613-454-5443
escapade_eskimo@hotmail.com
escapade-eskimo.com
GroupTour.com
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A day at th

s

‘The Big Picture’
multimedia experience,
IWM-North, Manchester,
England. Photo: Visit
Manchester
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even times a day, seven days a
week, an authoritative voice comes over
the public-address system at IWM North.
The voice alerts visitors to move quickly
toward the nearest wall. As the lights dim
in the galleries, museum guides with
flashlights in hand hurry to man the exits.
This announcement and direction
are precursors to a presentation of the
“Big Picture Show,” a 360-degree light
and sound program that is shown in the
Earth Shard, a wing of the 15-year-old
museum in Manchester, England.
IWM North is part of a family of five
Imperial War museums: IWM London;
IWM Duxford near Cambridge; the
Churchill War Rooms in Whitehall,
London; and the historic ship HMS
Belfast, moored in the Pool of London
on the River Thames.
Within a nanosecond, sounds
of war echo through the galleries.
Voices from the past alternate between
whispers and shouts. Images of life
on the homefront during World War II
flash on the towering 27-foot walls and
race across the visitors standing along
them. Recently upgraded to the latest
HD technology, the “Big Picture Show”
creates a sensory experience that is
totally involving and often very moving.
Then, it’s over as quickly as it
began. Like the exhibits and the
philosophy behind the museum, the
“Big Picture” and other programs
present a slice of life of real people

North,
Manches te r,

England

at the homefront of WWII

B y M a r y L u L a f fe y

living through the Second World War.
“IWM North is one of the most stunning
attractions in the UK and a perfect location
for entertaining group travelers,” said
Sheona Southern, managing director of
Marketing Manchester. “All housed in an
extraordinary building in the vibrant arts and
cultural destination of Salford Quays, the
museum provides a unique and immersive
perspective of British war and conflict.
“IWM North is one of a host of free
museums around Manchester that
always prove popular among visiting
groups. Others include the Museum of
Science and Industry, The Whitworth,
The Lowry and the John Rylands Library,
to name just a few,” Southern said.
The museum
Architect Daniel Libeskind designed
the award-winning IWM North. His vision
interpreted a globe shattered into three
shards by conflict. Looking at the IWM
North from the near side of the canal,
it’s easy to identify the three shards of
the museum: Air, Earth and Water.
Air Shard
The tallest section of the museum
is the Air Shard, actually a tower that
serves as a dramatic entrance to the
museum. At 182 feet, it is as high as
Niagara Falls. About two-thirds of the
way to the top of the tower, an exterior
balcony provides views of the city
across the waterway.

Earth Shard
Most of the museum’s exhibits and
displays are in the Earth Shard.
A Soviet T-34 tank engulfs the
main exhibition area and intimidates
onlookers. In smaller halls, there are
tightly themed exhibits, like one devoted
to women’s lives in wartime, both at
home and in the war. One vignette is
devoted to Odette Hallowes.
Hallowes was among the few women
used as secret agents during the
Second World War. Bilingual, she served
behind enemy lines in France to help
with resistance operations.
When her spy network was
discovered, Hallowes was arrested and
imprisoned at Ravensbrück, a notorious
German women’s concentration camp
about 100 miles from Berlin.
Tortured for two years, Hallowes
never divulged any information about
her network. At the end of the war, camp
commandant Fritz Fuhren tried to use her
as a bargaining tool with Allied troops,
but to no avail. It was documented that
she shouted for Allied soldiers to arrest
him and then seized Fuhren’s pistol. The
pistol is one of many personal items and
weapons on display.
Water Shard
The Water Shard leans toward the
canal and appears to suspend over the
water. Comprised mostly of windows,
it provides views of the canal and The

Quays, which played an integral role in
manufacturing and supply during WWII.
Air raids by Nazi German Luftwaffe
began in August 1940; the most
notorious was the “Christmas Blitz,” when
strikes continued for two consecutive
nights, Dec. 23 and 24, 1940, killing 684
people and injuring more than 2,000.
A corridor that doubles as a gallery
leads into an area of the museum that
also houses the café and a life-size,
wooden sculpture of an Indian elephant.
During WWII, elephants played an
important role in construction in the Far
East, especially in Burma, modern-day
Myanmar. From moving heavy logs to
pulling aircraft, elephants did their job.
Stories of strength
Stories about the strength of those
serving at home and at the front
reverberate throughout IWM North. It
is most noticeable in small displays,
like one containing a ragbag filled with
discarded fabric bits that would be used
to make toys.
One displays child-size gas masks.
Another first-aid instructions for shrapnel
injuries adjacent to a set of tiddlywinks. n
IWM North
Manchester England
iwm.org.uk/north
Visit Manchester
visitmanchester.com
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G

reater Manchester is chock-ablock with memorable encounters
for visiting groups.
The birthplace of the Industrial
Revolution, Manchester is one of the most
cosmopolitan cities in England, yet it still
retains its own solid character. Located in
an area that offers great value for money,
Manchester welcomes groups with its fine
traditions of culture, music, sport and events.
Its vitality is expressed through its fascinating
history, attractions, magnificent architecture
and the spirit of those who call it home.
The tourism professionals at Visit
Manchester compiled a list of 101 places
to explore, attractions to visit and exciting
activities to experience. The following lists
10 to start planning and many are, surprise,
libraries. Find other stop suggestions online
at visitmanchester.com
1. Be awed by Victorian
Gothic library
The John Rylands Library is one of
Manchester’s most impressive buildings.
Nestled between the trendy Spinningfields
district and Deansgate, this masterpiece of
Victorian Gothic architecture looks more like
a castle or cathedral than a library. Discover
incredible exhibitions, take a seat in the
impressive reading room or simply appreciate
the sheer beauty of the surroundings.
2. Explore Elizabeth Gaskell’s
home
The home of famous novelist Elizabeth
Gaskell now hosts exhibitions, a tea room
in the old kitchen and servants’ hall. See
where Gaskell wrote her famous books,
including the first biography of her friend
Charlotte Brontë, and stroll around the recreated gardens.

3. Join the suffragettes!
The Pankhurst Centre was the home of
Emmeline Pankhurst and her family. She led
the suffragette campaign for votes for women
and her home was the first meeting place of
the Women’s Social and Political Union.
4. Discover Manchester’s
industrial past
Based on the site of the oldest
passenger railway station in the world,
exhibits at the Museum of Science
and Industry shows how the Industrial
Revolution started in Manchester. And then
how it transformed Britain’s cities. Watch
demonstrations of original machinery, take a
train ride behind a replica steam locomotive
and participate in hands-on workshops.
5. Enter Manchester’s arts
and cinema complex
HOME is the epicenter of Manchester’s
creative scene and is the perfect hub for
visitors and residents alike. It is an enviable
mix of gallery and theater with a cinema,
bar, bookshop and cafe. It redefines the
contemporary arts center with more than
enough psychological and physical space
for ideas both old and new.
6. Return to the Tudor period
Dating back 600 years, Ordsall Hall
is one of the region’s finest examples
of Elizabethan architecture. Experience
what life was like for the Tudors and
schedule time to attend a special event
or exhibition.
7. Experience exciting
exhibitions
Manchester Art Gallery houses a huge
and spectacular collection of outstanding

8. Pay homage to the oldest
public library in the Englishspeaking world
Housed in a sandstone building dating
to 1421, the entire literary collection at
Chetham’s Library has been designated as
one of national and international importance.
The library is believed to be the oldest public
library in the English-speaking world, with
furniture and fittings dating to 1654.
9. Step into the Central
Library
Located in city center, Manchester’s
Central Library truly is a stand-out piece of
architecture. The building combines original
historic features with a new cutting-edge
design. It is home to the impressive Wolfson
Reading Room, as well as a huge collection
of reading material.
10. Delve into literary history
Find an extensive library, archive
and study center containing Anthony
Burgess’ books, music and papers at the
International Anthony Burgess Foundation.
The exhibition space and performance
space is a credit to one of Manchester’s
greatest cultural figures, the author of the
challenging A Clockwork Orange. Located
in Chorlton Mill, this magnificent piece of
industrial architecture houses a collection of
his works, a bookshop and cafe. n
Visit Manchester
visitmanchester.com

1) IWM-North on The Quays, Manchester, England, Daniel Libeskind architect, Photo: Visit Manchester. 2) John Rylands Library. 3) Courtyard of Chetham’s Library. 4) The Heart of
Manchester. 5) Millennium Bridge. 6) John Rylands Library. 7) Central Library in Manchester. 8) Manchester City Centre. 9) Manchester Museum Of Science And Industry.
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Pre-Raphaelite paintings, craft and design
as well as early 20th-century British art.
Visitor facilities are accessible and include
two cafes and a large museum store.
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PORT CITY:

PROVIDENCE/warren

«

Whether arriving early or extending the
adventure, Providence/Warren offers a vacation
in itself for cruisers embarking from the port of
Warren, Rhode Island. Elise Swearingen, leisure
sales and visitor center manager for Providence Warwick Convention & Visitors Bureau,
gave associate editor Steph Lulofs the scoop
on the port of Warren.

Q: What makes Warren an
appealing port city?
A: As the smallest state, it is easy to get

just about anywhere in Rhode Island in under
an hour. The East Bay, which includes both
Warren and the quaint coastal town of Bristol,
offer plenty of dining, shopping and recreational opportunities. The seaside location, quintessential New England setting and rich Colonial
history are reminiscent of Martha’s Vineyard yet
more accessible. A quick 25-minute drive away,
Providence offers a distinctive mix of urban
sophistication and small-town charm. It boasts
one of the hottest dining scenes in the country
juxtaposed with sterling examples of Colonial
architecture and history.

Q: What attractions do you
recommend cruisers visit?
A: The Rhode Island School of Design

(RISD) Museum has more than 100,000
pieces of art on display, ranging from classi-

cal sculpture to contemporary installations.
Known as one of the best Little Italys in the
United States, Providence’s Federal Hill offers
great opportunities for dining, shopping and
strolling the neighborhood, all with an OldWorld flair. A great way to spend an afternoon
exploring the “Creative Capital” is to pick up
one of three complimentary neighborhood
walking tour guides from the GoProvidence
Visitor Center, located in the Rhode Island
Convention Center. Each map tells the tale of
a distinct, historically significant neighborhood
in the city.

Q: What advice do you have
for first-time visitors
staying a few days after
their cruise?
A: To make the most of your time in Provi-

dence, be sure to stop by the visitor center,
where the trained staff can help you plan a
weekend, a day or an afternoon. Be sure to
wear comfortable shoes, as Providence’s compact downtown and scenic streets make it a
great walking city. Make sure to come hungry,
as Providence’s red-hot culinary scene has
been praised by publications like Bon Appetit,
Saveur and the New York Times. n
Providence Warwick
Convention & Visitors Bureau
401-456-0200
goprovidence.com

Elise Swearingen,
leisure sales and
visitor center manager
for Providence Warwick
Convention & Visitors Bureau

CRUISE THROUGH
THE ISLANDS
OF NEW ENGLAND
Grand Caribe
July 22–12, 2018

Day one: Depart Warren, R.I., and
head to Cuttyhunk, Mass.
Day two: Nantucket Island, Mass.
Day three: Martha’s Vineyard, Mass.
Day four: New Bedford, Mass.
Day five: Newport, R.I.
Day six: Block Island, R.I.
Day seven: Arrive back in Warren, R.I.
Blount Small Ship Adventures
800-556-7450
blountsmallshipadventures.com
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DXF tours connect
people to Detroit

«

n

spotlight

Detroit Experience Factory (DXF) tours emphasize connections.
DXF is a nonprofit with a mission to connect
locals and visitors to Detroit’s people, places
and projects.
Since executive director Jeanette Pierce
founded the organization in 2006, it has taken
100,000 people on tours of Detroit. It also operates a community-based Welcome Center.
Pierce talked with David Hoekman, managing editor, about DXF.

Q: How do you describe
your tours?
A: Our tours are engaging, interactive experi-

ences, led by Detroiters and focusing on the
past, present and future of Detroit. We are
passionate about Detroit’s history especially as
a way of providing context for what’s happening
today and where we’re headed in the future.

Q: What industry trends
are you noticing?
A: One is customized deep dive experiences.
Visitors and locals alike are looking for
unique experiences to draw them deeper

beneath the surface. More and more people
want to go beyond the headline to actually meet
the innovators doing amazing things in Detroit.
At DXF, we call them Innovation and Inspiration
Tours. These tours allow groups to get the inside
scoop from our numerous partners within the
community and get an insider’s perspective on
Detroit’s revitalization.

Jeanette Pierce
Executive Director, DXF

What’s the

next
big
thing

Q: What are you most
proud of about DXF?
A: I am proud of our team. Our team is made

up of passionate individuals who live in the city
and whose ties to the city run deep. Our commitment to imparting the honest narrative of the
City of Detroit, however complex, is something
that sets us apart. n

Detroit Experience Factory
313-962-4590
detroitexperiencefactory.org

Tour of Guardian Building, Detroit
Experience Factory, Detroit, Mich.

Photos: DXF

for DXF?

“

The DXF Institute will build
on our Innovation and Inspiration Tours to offer in-depth fullday and multiday study tours
in Detroit. These experiences
will focus on using Detroit as
a classroom including site
visits, panel discussions and
case studies to help share
best practices as well as help
locals understand Detroit’s past
and present so they are better
equipped to be engaged in its
future.
DXF has already customized
study tours for City of Portland
leadership, City of San Jose
leadership, Bosch International
leadership and Nike leadership
to name a few. DXF Institute
programming is also useful for
conferences who want their
attendees’ learning to extend
beyond the convention
center.

”
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Enjoy Eagan Minnesota

WHERE EVERYONE IS
STOPPING FOR SHOPPING!

Enjoy tax-free shopping daily at Twin Cities Premium Outlets®
and nearby Mall of America®—the nation’s largest shopping and
entertainment complex. Plus, Eagan offers over 100 delectable
dining options and 17 incredible hotels, with most featuring
complimentary breakfast and shuttle service. Don’t delay—
plan your Eagan getaway today!

Visit eaganmn.com or call Denise Olsen for more information
Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau • 866-324-2620
Reader Service Card #162
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What will you find in Ohio?
Join 1,800 kayakers for one of the biggest river paddle
festivals in the country – just one of Ohio’s events that will
give you and those you care about ample opportunities
to reconnect and enjoy what life’s journey is all about.
Download or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer
Calendar of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at ohio.org
to find more.
Ohio River Paddlefest in Cincinnati
Reader Service Card #721
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CU LTU RE B UFFS

American Museum of Natural History
Dinosaur Gallery at COSI in Columbus

COSI

#1 science center in the country.
Dinosaurs are now in Columbus! Through a unique and
groundbreaking relationship with the American Museum
of Natural History, COSI features a new, permanent AMNH
Dinosaur Gallery. Come see the life-sized model of a massive
Tyrannosaurus rex that’s certain to captivate the imagination
of people of all ages, as well as more specimens from AMNH’s
renowned dinosaur collection.
COSI.org | 614-228-2674

The COSI Planetarium
in Columbus

BOWLING GREEN

BG loves history!
Over there! Send Word, The Wood County Boys
are Coming! World War I, 1914-1918 exhibit is
open through 2018 at the Wood County Historical
Center & Museum in Bowling Green. While you are
in BG, check out Snook’s Dream Cars Automobile
Museum and the National Construction Equipment
Museum, too! #ilovethistown
WWI 1914-1918 Exhibit at the Wood County
Historical Center & Museum in Bowling Green

2

VisitBGOhio.org | 800-866-0046

Download or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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ROCK & ROLL HALL OF FAME

find your musical motivation.
Get ready to rock your way through the world’s
only museum dedicated to this groundbreaking,
stadium-shaking music! Groups of 15 or more
can purchase admissions online and experience a
self-guided tour of our spotlights, stories and
exhibits. Special packages with restaurants and
other attractions are available for 20 or more.
RockHall.com/Visit/Group-Rates
216-515-1228
Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame in Cleveland

Akron Art Museum

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens in Akron

GREATER AKRON

infused by the arts.
Stretching into luscious landscapes, Greater Akron is an alluring
destination for visitors in Ohio. Experience the architectural awe
of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens or the Akron Art Museum, the
classic car-side service of Swensons, or catch a performance at
the Akron Civic Theatre. When visitors need a break from the
action, it’s only minutes to one of the Summit Metro Parks or
the Cuyahoga Valley National Park, complete with a 65-foot
waterfall. Don’t forget Hale Farm & Village, Akron Zoo and
our Scenic Railroad. Honestly, there’s
something for everyone!
Akron Civic Theatre

Reader Service Card #721
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VisitAkron-Summit.org
800-245-4254
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CU LTU RE B UFFS

AIR FORCE MUSEUM FOUNDATION

experience the thrill!
Experience the Air Force Museum attractions — the
400-seat Digital 3D Air Force Museum Theatre, Movie
Ride, Interactive Flight Simulators, Virtual Reality Simulator
and personalized dog tags. Feed your group in one of our
two cafés. Pick up a one-of-a-kind souvenir in the Air Force
Museum Store.

The Air Force Museum’s Interactive
Flight Simulator in Dayton

FREE museum admission & FREE parking! Group rates for the
theatre are available for 20 or more people. For reservations,
private event inquires, or pre-orders, please call or visit our
website today.
AFMuseum.com/Attractions/Reservations
937-253-4629
The Air Force Museum’s
Virtual Reality Simulator
in Dayton

YOUNGSTOWN
AND MAHONING COUNTY

find art, wine
Fellows Riverside Gardens in Youngstown

roses.

Tour the world-renowned Butler Institute of
American Art. Docents will lead your group
through this beautiful museum which houses
a vast collection of the finest works of art
created solely by American artists.
Enjoy a delicious lunch at Overture Restaurant,
located adjacent to historic Powers Auditorium.
Next, enjoy visiting lovely Fellows Riverside
Gardens in Mill Creek MetroParks where 12
acres of beautiful, diverse landscapes and scenic
overlooks await your group. End your day with wine
tastings at one of our group-friendly wineries.
Contact our CVB for itinerary and planning
assistance, and to arrange for
FREE step-on guide service.

The Butler Institute of American Art
in Youngstown

4

YoungstownLive.com
800-447-8201

Download or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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FO O DI ES & DRI N KI ES

SANDUSKY COUNTY

Group Tour at Rimelspach Farm Market in Fremont

Farm to Table Experience at
Rimelspach Farm Market in Fremont

enjoy locally grown
and sourced foods.
Take in the sights and sounds of the Sandusky
County countryside as you relax in the beautiful
and rustic Rimelspach Farm Market’s veranda.
Enjoy a meal prepared from locally grown
and sourced foods at our Farm to Table
Experience and meet the farmer and chef that
played a role in preparing this from scratch
meal. After taking a short tour of his farm, you
will have a chance to shop the market before
departing for one of several additional tour
options. This experience is often combined
with our King Dairy Farm automated dairy
farm tour, a tour of the Belgian Horse Farm
experience or an Alpaca Ranch tour.
SanduskyCounty.org | 800-255-8070

Farm to Table Experience at
Rimelspach Farm Market in Fremont

SCCVB
Sandusky County Convention
& Visitors Bureau
1-800-255-8070

Alive With History!

BUTLER COUNTY

Ohio’s donut trail.
Come taste what all the talk is about
along the Butler County Donut Trail.
Featured on CNN and NBC News, you
won’t want to miss Ohio’s newest group
tour craze. Highlighting 12 mom-and-pop
shops and sugary donut glory, your group
will have tons of fun. Give us a call to start
planning your trip.
GetToTheBC.com | 513-860-4194

Reader Service Card #721
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GE TAWAY S

Toledo Museum
of Art’s Block Party

DESTINATION
TOLEDO

jam-packed with
unique adventures!
In Toledo, there’s a new adventure on every block.
Exciting activities are just around the corner and
hidden experiences are waiting to be discovered.
Conveniently located at the intersection of America’s
two most traveled highways, Toledo is a prime
destination for groups interested in culinary tours,
hands-on glassblowing, live entertainment and
countless more endeavors. This is a city where
there’s always more to explore.
VisitToledo.org/Group-Itineraries
800-243-4667

Toledo Museum of
Art’s Block Party

MEDINA COUNTY

explore the possibilities!

“I Had That” Toy Experience
at Castle Noel

6

Year-round Christmas entertainment at Castle Noel with holiday movie
props, set pieces and costumes. See the 16-foot sleigh from The Grinch,
slide down the slide from A Christmas Story, enjoy the “I Had That”
Toyland Experience, the Santa Squeeze and view Christmas department
store windows from New York City. Explore our unique shops and
outlets. Visit agricultural farms, markets, orchards and wineries and our
County Fair. Experience Buckin’ Ohio rodeos, festivals and events all year,
parks, history, museums, Victorian architecture, great lodging and dining
and so much more. Only 30 miles from Cleveland and Akron on I-71.
VisitMedinaCounty.com | 800-860-2943

Download or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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UNION COUNTY

minutes from Columbus.
miles from the ordinary.

Pottersburg Covered Bridge
Dinner in Union County

Planning your next tour? Look no further than
Union County where we specialize in mystery trips
and good, old-fashioned hospitality. Our customized
tours feature a unique blend of history, industry and
scenery — from dining on a covered bridge to an upclose look at Honda, one of the world’s most innovative
mobility companies. Add to that a few of our favorite
agritourism stops including raspberries, lavender,
honey, mushrooms and herbs. Best of all, we can plan
your trip, create the itinerary, coordinate the stops and
eagerly assist you every step of the way.
UnionCounty.org | 937-642-6279

DESTINATION MANSFIELD

escape to Shawshank.
Immerse yourself in the 15 authentic
filming sites from the movie The Shawshank
Redemption on The Shawshank Trail. Travel
in the footsteps of “Andy, Red, and Warden
Norton” at the Ohio State Reformatory
(Shawshank State Prison) in Mansfield.
Request a Shawshank Trail group itinerary.
ShawshankTrail.com | 800-642-8282

Ohio State Reformatory in Mansfield

AMISH COUNTRY

an authentic experience.

Holmes County

In Ohio Amish Country, it’s easy to find honest-togoodness home cooking, cheese factories open for
tours, artisan-quality chocolates, world-renowned
quilts, antiques and hand-crafted furniture. You will
also find authentic experiences at Amish farms and
homesteads that are perfect for groups. Start planning
your tour by requesting information for groups,
reserving accommodations and booking restaurants.
VisitAmishCountry.com | 877-674-3975
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GE TAWAY S
NAUTICA QUEEN

scenic lunch and
sunset dinner cruises.

Nautica Queen Skyline Cruise in Cleveland

Cruises include Cleveland skyline views,
unlimited buffets, DJ, dancing and climatecontrolled decks. The cruising season runs
April through December. Located on the
West Bank of the Flats, next to the Greater
Cleveland Aquarium; discounted packages
and complimentary bus parking available.
NauticaQueen.com | 216-696-8888

DESTINATION HILLIARD

small town charm.
Your tour of Hilliard, located just 20 minutes from
downtown Columbus, will overflow with team building
activities, history, culinary and fun experiences. Home of the
only Early Television Museum in the U.S., authentic Historical
Village and 2nd largest First Responder Park. Hilliard... where
classic televisions retire, and good memories never expire.

The Hilliard Historical Village

DestinationHilliard.com | 614-664-3290

natural
high.
Download or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar
of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at ohio.org to find more.
Tree Frog Canopy Tours in Glenmont
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