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From the Editor
Acts of kindness
“At the end of the day it’s not about what you have or even what
you’ve accomplished … it’s about who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve
made better. It’s about what you’ve given back.” – Denzel Washington
Actor Denzel Washington’s words are inspiring on many levels,
but they, too, hold a relevancy with travel industry trends. Today’s
travelers want to see the world differently, be a part of social
change and support companies that donate to meaningful causes.
Managing Editor David Hoekman spoke with industry leaders
about voluntourism opportunities and ways travelers and travel
professionals can “give back.” His cover story on page 12 will
make you want to lend a helping hand.
This issue is packed full of other great group destinations, from
Frank Lloyd Wright structures in Wisconsin (page 44) and off-thebeaten path locations in Howard County, Maryland (page 56) to the
culinary and culture scene in Stratford, Ontario, Canada.
This month’s Port City feature takes you to Chicago, Illinois. On
page 96, Brian Said, vice president of global development at Choose
Chicago, shares ideas for outdoor recreation and other pre- and postcruise options in the Windy City.
Publisher Elly DeVries’ piece about mingling with the monarchs in
Michoacan, Mexico, will inspire you to travel south to see the beautifully
fragile insects up-close. See page 92.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Group Tour magazine.

«

«
Elly DeVries

Until next time,

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association

Up next: In August, our cover story will celebrate pop culture
destinations in the Southeast and West. Don’t miss features on St.
Joseph, Missouri, and Austin, Texas. We’ll even take you on a journey
to must-see sites in Iceland.
6

June 2018

Cover:

Tree-planting project, Tourism Cares,
Providence, R.I.
Photo: Tourism Cares

news & notes

«

Branford, Connecticut-based Stony
Creek Brewery is building a fully operational brewpub inside Foxwoods Resort
Casino in Mashantucket, Connecticut.
A summer opening is expected for the
7,100 square-foot, two-story space.
Brewmaster Andy Schwartz is excited
to give his team of brewers another place
to play, experiment and share their beers.
“The guests at Foxwoods will be surprised
to find a real, fully operating brewery inside
the casino,” he said. “It's a chance for
them to see the place where beer is made.
We're going to be producing new and
innovative beers on this smaller system,
doing collaborations and hosting exciting
events. Our whole team is stoked.”
stonycreekbeer.com, foxwoods.com

National Comedy Center
announces grand opening

«

The National Comedy Center, the first
nonprofit cultural institution and nationalscale visitor experience dedicated to the
art of comedy, announced its opening
Aug. 1-5, coinciding with the organization’s annual Lucille Ball Comedy Festival, in Jamestown, New York. The new
37,000-square-foot, $50 million facility
tells the story of comedy from its origins
through the present, with more than 50
immersive, interactive exhibits.
Each visitor will experience a personalized trip through the center as exhibits
respond to one’s personal comedic

sensibilities via use of a wristband fitted
with an RFID chip worn throughout the stay.
Highlights include George Carlin’s massive
personal archives that provide a glimpse
into one of comedy's most prolific minds,
a hologram theater that presents performances of some of comedy’s most notable
figures and experiences that allow visitors
to step into the shoes of comedic artists.
Additionally, the National Comedy Center will
feature rare artifacts from some of comedy’s
most notable names and bodies of work.
716-484-0800, comedycenter.org

Phipps Conservatory
unveils Cuba’s biodiversity

«

Stony Creek Brewery
coming to Foxwoods

“Tropical Forest Cuba” is the new exhibit
at Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Guests
are invited to take an immersive journey
through one of the most botanically rich
rainforest regions in the world.
The exhibit explores Cuba's natural
beauty, diverse ecology and vibrant culture
amid lush greenery, fragrant flora and
cultural experience stations.
A 1949 Chevrolet Fleetline is also on
display, in reference to the thousands of
classic American cars on the streets of
Havana. Guests have the opportunity to
hop in for a photo. Additionally, music
and dancing, which are prominent elements of Cuban culture, are featured in
“Tropical Forest Cuba.” Visitors can listen
to lively Cuban tunes and practice their
dance steps.
412-622-6914
phipps.conservatory.org
Continued on page 8

Thank you for reading
Group Tour magazine!
Each issue of
Group Tour magazine
is crafted with tour
planners in mind.
To help you plan better,
each issue features:
• Exciting destinations
• Thrilling itineraries
• Latest travel trends
• Group-friendly restaurants
and lodging
Never miss an issue!
Subscribe online at
grouptour.com/subscribe
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news & notes
Heartland Travel Showcase opens
registration for group travel
tradeshow in Detroit

ing an average of 12 new tour ideas and
meet with 16 existing clients at the show,
saving time and solidifying relationships.
Heartland provides tour operators networking opportunities with group travel profesHeartland Travel Showcase (HTS), the
sionals that build itineraries.
heart, soul and rhythm of group travel
Exhibitors come ready with decorated
in the Midwest, comes to Detroit, Feb.
booths and profile sheets to maximize time
22–24, 2019! Six-minute appointments, a
and get the attention of tour operators.
four-minute meet and multiple networking
Many attendees report that they book busiopportunities at the show all add up to
ness directly on the showcase floor beyears of solid leads and sales.
cause of the high quality of appointments.
For more than 34 years, HTS has promotThe tradeshow is open only to qualified
ed the group travel market in 12-plus states
professional tour operators (buyers).
— Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan,
A Heartland exhibitor, on average, sees
Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
$23,700 in economic impact resulting
Tennessee, West Virginia and Wisconsin
from the show in a given year.
plus the province of Ontario, Canada. Always
Being grouped by region allows exhibigrowing, the 2018 showcase attracted more
tors to present their area to tour operators.
than 70 new companies.
Tour operators come from across the
Operators who attend Heartland, on
nation and are interested in booking tours
average, see $36,700 in booked business
specifically in the Heartland region.
resulting from the show in a given year.
When the doors open in Detroit, tour
That figure comes from a survey analysis
operators and exhibitors have the opportufrom 2018 Heartland Travel Showcase
nity to grow their business at one of North
results, February 2018.
America’s largest regional motorcoach
Out of 68 scheduled appointments,
shows1 with a focused and efficient format
Heartland
tour operators reported
receiv0916VTNPrintAd.qxp_Layout
1 6/5/17
3:42 PM Page

«

VERMONT

Plan Your next tour to Vermont

GrouP tour manual and Vermonttourismnetwork.com

Your one-stop resource for new Vermont destinations for every tour:
• Statewide destinations
• Agriculture, arts & culture, attractions, historic sites, lodging,
restaurants, shopping, special events, unique experiences and more
• Group tours, student groups, family reunions and FIT
Vermont Tour & Receptive Operators/Step On Guides:
Custom Tours & More: 802-882-8475, customtoursvt@gmail.com
Finer Vermont Tours: 800-601-1857, finer@finervermonttours.com
Notch Above Tours: 802-881-0661, info@notchabovetours.com
Sugar Tours: 888-889-8681, vttours@sover.net

in partnership with

For a FREE printed tour manual, call 802-262-2129 or email kballard@vtchamber.com
Reader Service Card #111
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Registering for the 2019
Heartland Travel Showcase
Exhibitor: To register as an exhibitor,
see the exhibitor registration area of
the HTS website, heartlandtravelshowcase.com. Questions? Contact Janet
Johnson, jjohnson@ohiotravel.org
Tour operator: To register as a
tour operator, see the tour operator
registration area of the HTS website
for show details and the tour operator
application. Check the website for FAM
information. Questions? Contact Karen
Eylon, keylon@ohiotravel.org

45-acres, 39 buildings, 22 gardens,
fine and folk art, a steamboat,
locomotive, carousel, rotating
exhibitions, outdoor sculpture,
and more.
Puppets: World on a String
February 17–June 3

Charters: Premier Coach: 800-532-1811, info@premiercoach.net
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for conducting business.
“We look forward to connecting buyers
and sellers with unique product found only
in the Heartland,” said Janet Johnson,
show manager. n
heartlandtravelshowcase.com

In the Garden, March 17–August 26
Playing Cowboy:
America’s Wild West Shows
June 23–October 21
Shelburne, Vermont

shelburnemuseum.org
Reader Service Card #111

news & notes
SPYSCAPE, now open in midtown
Manhattan in New York City, combines a
contemporary museum, an immersive experience and a journey of personal discovery.
The museum explores spy stories and
characters and features interactive experiential
spy challenges. Visitors encounter question
stations that test their spy attributes, such as
risk-tolerance, brainpower and personality. As

visitors proceed through the galleries, their interactions in the spy challenges and question
stations contribute to their overall spy profile.
212-549-1941, spyscape.com
Exhibit focuses on fashion
and the Catholic imagination

«

«

The Detroit Zoological Society plans to
open a new $10 million nature center at the
end of 2019 in Macomb County, Michigan.
The Great Lakes Nature Center will focus
on the water and wildlife of the Great Lakes.
A number of waterfront locations in
Macomb County are being considered for
the center, which will be funded through
private and foundation contributions. Construction on the more than 20,000-squarefoot facility is expected to begin this year.
It’s estimated the center will welcome,
engage and educate 150,000 to 200,000
visitors annually.
The Great Lakes Nature Center will be
home to a number of Great Lakes fish,
including lake sturgeon and paddlefish —
now extinct in the Great Lakes — and will
focus on conservation efforts for these
and other endangered species. It will
include habitats for native amphibians,
reptiles, turtles, small mammals, shorebirds and birds of prey. A native butterfly
garden will be included.
The Detroit Zoological Society, which
also operates the Detroit Zoo and Belle
Isle Nature Center, will operate the Great
Lakes Nature Center.
248-541-5717, detroitzoo.org

SPYSCAPE open
in New York City

«

Great Lakes Nature
Center planned for
southeast Michigan

The Costume Institute’s spring 2018
exhibition, “Heavenly Bodies: Fashion and
the Catholic Imagination,” is on view until
Oct. 8 in New York City. The exhibition
Continued on page 10

INCLUDED

CHOICE
ON TOUR

ON MANY ITINERARIES

Delve into the cultures and flavors of the
world with Collette. With our Diner’s Choice
options, travelers pick the meals that
appeals to them. On select days, travelers
will choose from two exciting meal options
that best fit their idea of a great vacation.
Collette also focuses on connecting with
food on tour, finding just the right spots,
including local restaurants, where you can
savor both the food and the company.

New exhibition presents
Inuit drawings

«

On view until Sept. 3 at the Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau, Québec, is the
traveling exhibition “Picturing Arctic Modernity — North Baffin Drawings From 1964.”
Through 50 original drawings — created
in 1964 by Inuit men, women and youth
of North Baffin Island — this exhibition explores a transformative era for the people
of Canada’s eastern Arctic. The drawings
offer rare first-person perspectives on daily
life, history and memory during a time
when Inuit communities were transitioning
from traditional nomadic hunting camps to
permanent settlements.
The exhibition will travel to the Burnaby
Art Gallery in British Columbia (Nov. 17
to Jan. 13, 2019) and the Woodstock
Art Gallery in Ontario (Feb. 16–June 20,
2019).
819-776-7014
historymuseum.ca

CHOICES
& CUISINE
with

COLLETTE
Offer the world to your travelers with
journeys to all seven continents.
Call 844-445-5663 now or your local Travel
Agent to learn about our booking discounts!
CST# 2006766-20 UBN# 601220855 Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2003-0279

Reader Service Card #113
GroupTour.com
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news & notes

«

Ford’s Theatre Society in Washington,
D.C., offers its “History on Foot” walking
tours, “Investigation: Detective McDevitt”
until October.
In the interactive walking tour, attendees
trace
the events leading up to Abraham
WV.GroupTourSixth2018

Group Tours Always Welcome
Open at 11am Daily
Plenty of Coach Parking

SINCE

1969

Museum of Dog opened in March in North
Adams, Massachusetts.
The “Come See About Me: Daisy” exhibit
opened at the end of April and continues
through October. This exhibit shares the
fun-loving story of a sweet, highly energetic
rescue dog. Included are Daisy’s huge foster
home letters, her self-created sculptures and
other art forms.
Museum of Dog is a tribute to dogs everywhere. The museum is located in an antique
hardware store building, formerly Quinn’s
Paint and Wallpaper, and just blocks from
Mass MoCA, the Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art.
Museum of Dog houses a collection of dog
memorabilia ranging from antique dog collars
to William Wegman photographs. Jesse Freiden, Carolyn Carr and Kathy Ruttenberg are
a few of the artists included in the museum's
permanent collection. Tours need to be
booked in advance. The museum is the newest addition to the many cultural attractions in
the Berkshires of western Massachusetts.
413-398-5199, museumofdog.com

Kittery Maine, Chichester,
Nashua, Dover & West Lebanon NH
For restaurant addresses, menus and
additional information visit

www.weathervaneseafoods.com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Reader Service Card #449
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Photo: Shedd Aquarium

Shedd Aquarium opens
‘Underwater Beauty’ exhibit
In May, Shedd Aquarium in Chicago celebrated the diverse and vibrant beauty of
marine life through the opening of its latest
special exhibit, “Underwater Beauty.”
Featuring thousands of animals representing 100 species, “Underwater Beauty”
promises to be the aquarium’s most diverse special exhibit in its 88-year history.
Developed and designed exclusively
by Shedd Aquarium, the exhibit features
five distinct rooms that display a variety of
adaptations and characteristics of aquatic
beauty, including Shimmer, Color, Patterns,
Rhythm and a final room featuring ample
seating and beautiful freshwater fish/plant
life. As guests move through the space,
they can watch sea jellies pulse, eels ribbon
and a rainbow come alive with reef fish.
‘Underwater Beauty’ will run for a
limited time.
312-692-3333, sheddaquarium.org

Untouchable Tours marks milestone

«

Museum of Dog opens

«

Ford’s Theatre Society
offers DC walking tour

New England seafood at
its best! Chicken, pasta,
steaks & other specialties
for the land-lubbers too!

Lincoln’s assassination at Ford’s Theatre.
The attendees visit eight locations in
downtown Washington, D.C., where John
Wilkes Booth and his co-conspirators attempted to bring down Lincoln’s cabinet.
Comfortable shoes are recommended
for tours, which begin outside of Ford’s
Theatre and travel about 1.6 miles.
Private tours of “Investigation: Detective
McDevitt” are available by request and
based on availability.
800-899-2367, fords.org

«

is being presented in two Metropolitan
Museum of Art locations: at The Met Fifth
Avenue and uptown at The Met Cloisters.
The thematic exhibition features a dialogue between fashion and masterworks
of medieval art in The Met collection to
examine fashion’s ongoing engagement
with the devotional practices and traditions
of Catholicism.
A group of papal robes and accessories
from the Vatican has come to the United
States to serve as the cornerstone of the
exhibition, highlighting the enduring influence of liturgical vestments on designers.
212-570-3711, metmuseum.org

Untouchable Tours, Chicago’s original
gangster tour, is celebrating its 30th year
of business. Showcasing historic gangland
haunts, the company credits its success to
a unique entertainment philosophy.
“The production level of our tour is
second-to-none,” explained co-owner Craig
Alton of his gangster theater on wheels. “Our
guides are talented actors who have studied
Chicago crime chronicles and Prohibition society and conventions. They further
develop their personas with a critical dose of
fun which reflects the humor of the era. The
whole city of Chicago is their stage.”
In addition to regular public tours,
the company also offers private tours to
groups.
773-881-1195, gangstertour.com

news & notes

CAF announces new
Chicago Architecture Center

«

The Chicago Architecture Foundation
(CAF) plans to open the Chicago Archi-

world and show how architects keep
pushing boundaries to build even taller.
architecture.org

Georgia O’Keeffe: Visions of Hawai’i

«

Rendering: CAF

tecture Center (CAC) this summer. The
20,000-square-foot center will provide
the foundation with expanded space
for its growing programs and education
initiatives. Located at 111 E. Wacker
Drive in a building on the Chicago River,
the center is just above the dock for the
CAF River Cruise aboard Chicago’s First
Lady Cruises.
“We are all looking forward to providing Chicagoans and visitors with a forum
to debate the future of urban areas and
learn more about the city that invented
the skyscraper,” said Lynn Osmond, CAF
president and CEO.
Center visitors will take a docent-led
tour or view 9,000-plus square feet of
innovative exhibition space. The centerpiece of the CAC will be the Skyscape
Gallery on the dramatic, 26-foot, doubleheight exhibition space overlooking the
Chicago River and the Michigan Avenue
Bridge. The gallery will feature a permanent “Fall Buildings and Innovation”
exhibit that will tell stories of famous
skyscrapers in Chicago and around the

“Georgia O’Keeffe: Visions of Hawai‘i” at
The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG)
promises to be one of the most important
museum exhibitions in New York City this
year. Focusing on the iconic artist’s immersion in the Hawaiian Islands in 1939, this
blockbuster show will offer a dramatic floral display in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory and bring more than 15 of O’Keeffe’s
paintings back to the city.
Running from through Oct. 28, “Georgia O’Keeffe: Visions of Hawai‘i” will
explore a lesser-known chapter in the artist’s career, the enduring cultural impact
of mid-century perceptions of Hawai‘i, and
the ecological complexity of the Hawaiian Islands, one of the most biologically
diverse places on Earth.
718-817-8700, nybg.org

JOIN US AUGUST 2428, 2018 IN BALTIMORE for

THE PREMIER EVENT FOR THE STUDENT
AND YOUTH TRAVEL INDUSTRY.
sytaevents.org/conference2018

REGISTER TODAY!

OVER 20,000 BUSINESS TRADE MEETINGS / 50+ HOURS OF
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S T U D E N T & YO U T H T R AV E L A S S O C I AT I O N

|

703 610 1263

|
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Giving Bac

Traveler and student, Nepal, Overseas Adventure Travel, Photo: O.A.T.

Industry and travelers lend a hand
By David Hoekman
Tour operators and travel suppliers recognize
today’s travelers seek more.
Travelers want to experience a destination, but
they also desire to make deeper connections. Giving

12

June 2018

back helps travelers reach their travel aspirations.
And many tourism professionals choose to give
back by volunteering in Tourism Cares projects. See
the Tourism Cares sidebar and Spotlight on page 97.

ack

Helping out
Terry Dale, president and CEO
for the New York-based United
States Tour Operator Association
(USTODA), said the human connections
of voluntourism appeal to travelers.
He believes voluntourism is moving
beyond the satisfaction of making a
physical contribution by, for example,
painting school classrooms. Nowadays,
travelers also want to make sure their
financial contributions and purchases
support families and make a difference
in a community.
“Travelers would like to contribute to
a program that helps sustain what they
did,” Dale said. “It’s about corporate
social responsibility and the evolution
of voluntourism. Travelers want to be
sure their dollars and labor are going to
where they have the broadest and most
meaningful impact.”
Alan E. Lewis, chairman and
CEO of Overseas Adventure Travel
(O.A.T.), noted global citizenship
resonates with older American travelers.
Older travelers who use the Bostonbased company want to help improve
the lives of people worldwide.
In the last five years, O.A.T. travelers,
Americans 50 and older, have donated
$5 million to 1,257 projects serving
communities overseas. In 2017, O.A.T.
travelers donated $824,946 in support
of 196 projects in 30 countries.
“We have found that many older,
seasoned American travelers consider
themselves global citizens and feel a
responsibility to support communities
they have encountered in their travels,”
Lewis said. “They visit schools, villages
and communities, see what the needs
are firsthand and respond. They open
their hearts — and their wallets.”
The top concerns of communities

become the top concerns of travelers.
Education, clean water and sanitation,
solar lighting and self-sustaining
gardens that can feed a school or
an entire community are key areas of
traveler involvement. The goal of each
project is community self-sustainability
once the project is underway.
Each project is coordinated through
O.A.T.’s charitable arm, Grand Circle
Foundation, local community leaders
and O.AT.’s employees who live and
work in the region.
Collette’s Impact Travel line offers
a destination’s must-see sights plus
opportunities to volunteer and work
alongside locals toward sustainable
change. Travelers decorate classrooms
and prepare lunch for students in
Stellenbosch, South Africa. On a Costa
Rica Impact tour, travelers take part
in “Going Local.” This sustainable
voluntourism endeavor created by local
youth highlights the town of Huacas
during a walking tour led by aspiring
entrepreneurs. In the afternoon, travelers
participate in hands-on activities at
CEPIA, a local nonprofit, or help at the
community center and learn about the
Collette Foundation’s support of CEPIA.
Collette, headquartered in Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, is celebrating its
centennial this year.
The Boston-based not-for-profit Road
Scholar organization offers 5,500
learning adventures in 150 countries
and 50 states, including volunteer
opportunities.
Road Scholar travelers can volunteer
in schools on a Navajo reservation in
Arizona, pitch in on a project to maintain
the USS Missouri in Hawaii or help
out with a water/sanitation project in
Nicaragua.

GroupTour.com
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Tour for the Cure®
The Tour for the Cure® travel incentive program in Dearborn
County, Indiana, celebrates its 10th anniversary this year.
The Dearborn County Convention, Visitor & Tourism Bureau’s
program encourages participants to use travel as an opportunity
to give back. The partnership between the bureau and the Vera
Bradley Foundation for Breast Cancer allows visitors to “have fun
and give hope” on a trip to southeast Indiana.
So far, Tour for the Cure® has given more than $80,000 to
the foundation.
Based in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and affiliated with Vera
Bradley Designs, Inc., the nonprofit foundation supports
various research-related projects and Indiana University-based
researchers in the fight to find a breast cancer cure.

Sally McWilliams, Dearborn County group tour
specialist, said the program originally was envisioned for
girlfriend getaways.
Offerings have expanded and include a selection of
customizable overnight packages, day trips, luncheons,
group excursions and hands-on activities. Participating hotels,
restaurants and class providers donate on a per-passenger
basis to Tour for the Cure®.
“We came up with Tour for the Cure® as a way for our
visitors to give back,” said Debbie Smith, the bureau’s
executive director. “Travel is such a fun and uplifting activity
— it renews the spirt and refreshes the soul. Tour for the Cure®
is just one way people can use something they love to reach
out and contribute to something bigger.”

Participants, Tour for the Cure, Dearborn County, Ind., Photo: Dearborn County CVTB

Good travels
Good Travels: The Philanthropic Profile of the American Traveler
was conducted in 2015 by Phocuswright on behalf of Tourism Cares.
Key findings in the 43-page report:

•55 percent of all travelers
have given back to a
leisure destination.
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•64 percent of travelers
spent some time
volunteering.

• 86 percent donated
money.

• 78 percent made in-kind
donations to their travel
destinations.

ABA gives back
Each January a host city welcomes more than 3,500
tour operators, suppliers and exhibitors to the American
Bus Association’s annual meeting and marketplace. Since
Marketplace 2007, ABA Gives Back has raised more than
$347,000 for local charities. The Marketplace Advisory
Committee selects a charity with a link to the host city. Funds
are raised for that charity during marketplace.

For January’s marketplace in Charlotte, North Carolina,
the charity was the Isabella Santos Foundation. In 2009,
the foundation was founded in Charlotte in honor of Santos,
who was diagnosed with a rare cancer at the age of two.
Although Santos lost her battle, the Isabella Santos Foundation
continues its mission to find a cure for diatric cancer. n

Tourism Cares: Helping
tourism give back
Tourism Cares is a nonprofit public charity headquartered in
Norwood, Massachusetts.
Through Tourism Cares, travel industry volunteers
representing hundreds of travel and tourism companies have
donated more than 50,000 hours at a value of $1 million to
destinations all over North America.
This year’s Tourism Cares theme is Uniting for Resilient
Destinations. May 10–11, volunteers were in South Florida to
work with local organizations on tourism needs arising from
climate change and hurricanes. They teamed up with the Coral
Restoration Foundation to help farm coral and with Keys Strong
to help clear debris in mangroves. Volunteers also partnered
with Habitat for Humanity on local home repairs and more in
the lower Keys. Tourism Cares for New Orleans is Sept. 20–21,
15 years after Hurricane Katrina.
Last year, 650 travel industry professionals volunteered
at Tourism Cares projects in Oakland, California; Detroit,
Michigan; Providence, Rhode Island; Washington, D.C. (IPW);
and Toronto, Ontario. The organization said 1,500 plants were
planted, hundreds of gallons of paint were used and more than
1,300 work gloves were worn down. On average, host sites
saved more than six weeks of work, thanks to Tourism Cares.
Members of the National Tour Association and United
States Tour Operators Association formed Tourism Cares in
2003. Representation also includes members of the American
Society of Travel Agents (ASTA), International Air Transport
Association (IATAN) and many of the industry’s leading
companies and associations.

Tree-planting project, Tourism Cares, Providence, R.I. Photo: Tourism Cares

Tourism Cares
781-821-5990
tourismcares.org

GroupTour.com
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Illinois

Champaign County
Visit Champaign County characterizes group travel in the
county as outside of ordinary.
Located in the heart of east central Illinois, Champaign
County is perhaps best known as the home of the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Founded in 1867, the university
now has an enrollment of more than 47,000 students. The
county also is a leader in health care, high technology and
agriculture.
“We are eager to showcase the ‘Outside of Ordinary’ in
the greater Champaign County area, from our thriving arts
and culture scene to agritourism and local foods,” said Caitlyn
Mooney, director of sales at Visit Champaign County. “We’re
here to help you plan your next group adventure.”
Visit Champaign County
217-351-4133
visitchampaigncounty.org

TOUR

Stop at Krannert Center
for the Performing Arts.
What Lincoln Center is to
New York and Kennedy
Center is to Washington,
D.C., Krannert Center is to
the Midwest. Enjoy a guided
behind-the-scenes tour of
this premier educational and
professional performing arts
complex that hosts over 300
performances each year.
Krannert Center for
the Performing Arts
217-333-9716
krannertcenter.com

RIDE

Journey back in time
on the Historic Monticello
Railroad. Travel 20 minutes
to the historic Monticello
Railway Museum, where
guests can board the historic
dining cars for a lunch-time
ride. Lunch, which is catered
in, is served as everyone sits
back and enjoys the beauty
of their surroundings.
Monticello
Railway Museum
217-762-9011
mrym.org

ENJOY

DO

Stop at Hardy’s Reindeer
Ranch for a chance to
be kissed by an Alaskan
reindeer. Pick a pumpkin
in the pines, browse the
gift shop and figure out the
mysteries of the 10-acre
Cornfusion maze. Groups
then enjoy a Wild-West
themed theater lunch at
the Southern-style banquet
facility.

Group members channel
their inner creativity with
Lola’s Brush. Attendees
learn the basics of painting
on canvas as they create
their own masterpiece. All
ages can enjoy the fun and
interactive class. Painting
is held at a location that is
appropriate for the group’s
size and can be combined
with a meal.

Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
217-893-3407
reindeerranch.com

Lola’s Brush
217-840-2127
lolasbrush.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Foellinger Hall, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, Ill., Photo: Visit Champaign County; Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, Ill., Photo: Visit Champaign County, Ill.; Monticello Railway Museum, Monticello, Ill., Photo: Scott Wells Photography; Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch,
Rantoul, Ill., Photo: Visit Champaign County; Lola’s Brush, Champaign County, Ill., Photo: Visit Champaign County, Ill.
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Frank Lloyd Wright Trust
shares Wright’s Chicago
The Frank Lloyd Wright Trust’s five
sites in the Chicago area form the international gateway to Wright’s Chicago.
The iconic architect’s first home
and studio in Oak Park is a pilgrimage site for Wright fans, said Christina Ruscitti, director of tour operations and guest experiences at Frank
Lloyd Wright Trust.
“The studio was a laboratory where
he could experiment with designs,” she
said. “The Prairie style, inspired by the
broad, flat landscape of the Midwest,
began in that studio. The Prairie style
is considered the first truly American
style of architecture.”
Unity Temple, Wright’s greatest
public building of his Prairie era, and
the Robie House also are located in
Oak Park and open for tours.

“The Robie House is the quintessential Prairie style house,” Ruscitti said. “We
have an interior restoration going on,
so visitors can see the work in progress.”
Completion is anticipated in early 2019.
Wright designed many private
homes in Oak Park. While the homes
cannot be toured (except on special
occasions), walking or windshield
tours allow groups to see the evolution of his style, Ruscitti said.
The trust also offers guided tours of
Wright’s The Rookery Light Court in
downtown Chicago and the Emil Bach
House in the Rogers Park neighborhood in Chicago.
Trained volunteers conduct the
tours. They possess a passion for
Wright and architecture and are eager
to share their knowledge, Ruscitti said.

Frederick C. Robie House (Frank Lloyd Wright, 190810), Chicago, Ill., Photo: Adam Alexander

“We are able to customize an experience for a group,” she said. “We can
cater the experience to what the group
is looking for.”
Tours range from one site to a halfday or a multi-day stay. The trust can
help operators arrange box lunches.
“Chicago is where Wright got his
start,” Ruscitti said. “He did amazing
things in architecture.” n
Frank Lloyd Wright Trust
312-994-4041
flwright.org

When history comes alive
as you dine on the rails.
Discover the Outside of Ordinary with
customized itineraries for your groups.

800.369.6151 | tourchampaign.com

Reader Service Card #149
L A B O H ÈM E

EXPERIENCE THE 2018/19
SEASON AT LYRIC WITH YOUR
GROUP

AND
MORE!

DISCOUNTS FOR GROUPS OF
10 OR MORE
FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS
PRIORITY SEATING
SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
Reader Service Card #744
GroupTour.com
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Anderson Japanese Gardens
offers slice of beauty
Tours of Anderson Japanese
Gardens in Rockford help inspire the
mind and energize the soul.
Private guided tours showcase the
gardens, which are open from late
April until the end of October.
Leah Weyermann, group tour manager at Anderson Japanese Gardens, said
the two-hour walking tours are customized to meet the requirements for each
group. A flat-path option is available for
those who cannot negotiate stairs.
“One of the unique aspects of our
tours is that no two are the same,”
Weyermann said. “The garden changes
day to day, and each of our volunteer
tour guides brings their own experience and knowledge to the group in a
personal way. Many groups visit from
year to year and continue to learn more

about the gardens, Japanese culture and
themselves. Leaving our guests with
a sense of peace within themselves, a
feeling of the garden versus an image, is
one goal of our tours.”
The 12-acre site holds koi-filled
ponds, winding paths, gentle streams,
cascading waterfalls, raked gravel
gardens and beautifully trained pines.
A visit to Portland Japanese
Garden in Oregon prompted Rockford businessman John Anderson to
begin developing Anderson Japanese
Gardens in 1978. With the help of designer Hoichi Kurisu, the Andersons’
swampy backyard along Rockford’s
Spring Creek was transformed into a
Japanese-style landscape.
On-site dining is available through
Fresco at the Garden. n

CHICAGO’S
GET AWAY.

Waterfall and koi pond, Anderson Japanese Gardens,
Rockford, Ill., Photo: Anderson Japanese Gardens

Anderson Japanese Gardens
815-316-3285
andersongardens.org

WAY TO

D E P A R T I N G F R O M C H I C A G O ’ S R I V E R W A L K AT

Michigan Ave. AND Wacker Dr.
Mercurycruises.com
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GET THE INSIDE SCOOP
ON OUR TOWN.
IT’S BOAT LIFE,
CHICAGO STYLE!

WE LOVE
GROUPS!

AND INCENTITIVES

+1 (312) 332-1368 • GROUPTOURS@MERCURYCRUISES.COM
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Richmond/Wayne County
Richmond and Wayne County is located in eastern Indiana
and just off Interstate 70.
“Remarkable for its rich history, distinct local flavor and
all-American city atmosphere, Richmond/Wayne County is a
dynamic community devoted to genuine ‘Hoosier Hospitality’
and superior service,” said Chasity Templin, group serving
manager for Wayne County Convention & Tourism Bureau. “We
invite planners to experience firsthand why Richmond/Wayne
County is the ultimate group travel destination. What’s your
group’s pleasure? Shopping? Wine tasting? Music? History?
Here you will find something to fit everyone’s liking.”
For assistance when planning a group tour, contact the
bureau’s sales department.
Wayne County Convention & Tourism Bureau
765-935-2882
visitrichmond.org

TOUR

Levi and Catharine
Coffin were conductors for
the Underground Railroad.
Guided tours at the Levi and
Catherine Coffin State
Historic Site, their restored
1839 home in Fountain City,
show how the Coffins aided
more than 1,000 freedom
seekers. An interpretive
center is next door.
Levi and Catharine Coffin
State Historic Site &
Interpretive Center
765-847-1691
indianamuseum.org

SIP

Stop at The Cordial
Cork, a wine bar that opened
this year in Richmond. Enjoy
wines from the owner’s
vineyard and from around the
world. Because the owners
are still working on their own
vineyard, they take grapes
grown all over the world
and turn them into wine in
Richmond. The Cordial Cork
also serves food including
starters, small plates,
shareables and desserts.
The Cordial Cork
meltonrenzulliwines.com

SEE

TASTE

The eight buildings of
Wayne County Historical
Museum in Richmond
include the county’s oldest
log school house and a
former Quaker meeting
house, built in 1865.
Permanent exhibts include
a 3,000-year-old mummy,
a1922 Pilot Speedster and
a doll house that was built in
1880.

Travel to New Paris, Ohio,
to visit Wesler Orchards &
Farm Market, a family-owned
and -operated business for
more than 80 years. The
third-generation business
specializes in quality homegrown fruits, vegetables,
apple cider and baked
goods. Enjoy the petting farm,
a hayride and a bonfire to
complete the visit.

Wayne County
Historical Museum
765-962-5756
waynecountyhistorical
museum.org

Wesler Orchards &
Farm Market
937-437-8921
weslerorchards.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Old National Road Welcome Center, Richmond, Ind., Photo: Wayne County CTB; Levi and Catherine Coffin State Historic Site, Fountain City, Ind., Photo:
Indiana State Museum and Historic Sites; The Cordial Cork, Richmond, Ind., Photo: Wayne County CTB, Wayne County Historical Museum, Richmond, Ind., Photo: Wayne County CTB;
Wesler Orchards & Farm Market, New Paris, Ohio, Photo: Wayne County CTB
GroupTour.com
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Factory tours share Subaru’s story
Groups get a firsthand look at
automotive production at Subaru of
Indiana Automotive, Inc. (SIA).
The 3.3-million-square-foot plant
in Lafayette is the home of North
American Subaru production.
SIA’s over 5,600 associates produce
the Subaru Legacy, Subaru Outback
and Subaru Impreza. This year, the
Subaru Ascent will be added to SIA’s
production line.
Media Oakes, communications
manager, said the free catwalk tour
shows everything from coils of steel all
the way through to finished vehicles.
“We don’t hide anything,” Oakes
said. “If you’re interested in manufacturing or how cars are made, you can
see it here. We love to share our story.”
Stamping, body assembly, paint
shop, the trim and final testing departments are part of the tour.

An industry leader in environmental stewardship, SIA achieved zerolandfill status in 2004, the first auto
assembly plant in America to reach
that milestone.
Oakes said tour guides provide
examples of how the plant reuses or
recycles materials.
Tours last 60 to 90 minutes. It is a
walking tour of over a mile and there
are steps. Skirts are not recommended.
Flat, closed-toed shoes are required
for visitors. Cell phones, cameras and
recording devices are not allowed on
the tour. People on the tour must be at
least 10 years old.
Custom tours can be arranged. All
tours are by reservation only. n
Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc.
765-449-6250
Subaru-sia.wixsite.com/indiana/tour

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience!
Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality,
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Shelby Rice at shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

812-936-3418 • vflwb.com/groups •
Reader Service Card #755
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Tour, Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc., Lafayette, Ind.
Photo: Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc.

What will you find

in Historic Corydon & Harrison County
The Corydon Extravaganza an indoor/outdoor market
featuring some of the areas best Vintage Finds,
Antiques & Art!
For more information, contact Stacy at 888-738-2137
or stacyp@thisisindiana.org.

Reader Service Card #337

thisisindiana.org
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Bees,
Birds &

Butterflies
Explore the natural world in
Southeast Indiana –
where our garden
centers, artists,
farms, wetlands
area, brewery and feed
mill offer one-of-a-kind
group experiences and
hands-on fun.

Experience the Oxbow Wetlands
Finger paint a garden

OHIO
Indianapolis

INDIANA

1

Cincinnati

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

Reader Service Card #368
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Explore the
Indiana Dunes
and beyond
Nature and culture coexist in the
Indiana Dunes Country of northwest
Indiana.
Indiana Dunes State Park and
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
offer hikes, ranger programs and
bird-watching.
In Valparaiso, groups can visit the
Brauer Museum of Art at Valparaiso
University, Memorial Opera House
and Gabis Arboretum at Purdue
Northwest (formerly Taltree Arboretum). Brincka Cross Gardens is in
Michigan City.
“Whether our visitors are organizing a motorcoach tour, business
outing or a student trip, we know
they’ll enjoy any one of the numerous

EX P E RIE NCE A...

Tour

SOUTHEAST INDIANA

group activities available in Indiana
Dunes Country,” said Dustin Ritchea,
promotion director at Indiana Dunes
Tourism.
He invites tour operators to check
out the beaches along the national
lakeshore and then shake off the sand
south of the dunes at one of the area’s
many attractions.
“From ranger-led hikes to fine
dining, Indiana Dunes Country offers
an authentic, unique experience,”
Ritchea said. “Whether you’re looking to shop, browse art, see a theatrical production in a 100-year-old
venue with modern amenities, watch
a movie in a real drive-in theater, get
up-close and personal with a herd of
bison or play a game of golf, you’ll
find it here.” n
Indiana Dunes Tourism
219-926-2255
indianadunes.com

ukulele-playing,
candy-crunching,
wine-tasting,
fossil-finding,
fire-fighting,
murder-solving,
stage-storming,
GoSoIN.com SoIN-get-away!
CLARKSVILLE
JEFFERSONVILLE
NEW ALBANY
GoSoIN.com • (812) 282-6654

Reader Service Card #499
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Michigan
Lenawee County

In Lenawee County, located in southeastern Michigan,
groups can get away from the heavy demands and stress of
modern life and step off the beaten path.
Stroll through Hidden Lake Gardens, a 755-acre botanical
garden in Tipton, and take in all that nature has to offer. Or
spend time sipping the day away on the countywide wine trail.
“There is a peacefulness here in Lenawee County that is
unmatched by anywhere else, you just have to allow yourself to
experience it”, said Justin Gifford, the executive director of Visit
Lenawee.
Visit Lenawee suggested these itinerary builders.
Visit Lenawee
517-263-7747
visitlenawee.com

VIEW

Stop at The Croswell
Opera House in Adrian, the
oldest theater in Michigan.
Each year’s Broadway
season, running from May
to December, features six to
eight full-scale musicals. The
Croswell, recently restored
to its original 19th-century
grandeur, offers exceptional
performances and great
historic architecture.
The Croswell Opera House
517-263-6868
croswell.org

DO

The developing yearround vitality of the Lenawee
County art colony provides
artistic experiences. Book
a paint-and-pour class on the
beautiful 55-acre campus of
the Adrian Center for the Arts.
Or throw clay on the location
of historic Siena Heights
University. Lenawee County
is a hidden gem that fosters
creativity through community
and collaboration.
Visit Lenawee
517-263-7747
visitlenawee.com

SHOP

SIP

Lenawee County
encompasses several historic
downtown shopping districts
from the inviting charm of
Tecumseh to the antique
malls of downtown Blissfield.
Find made-in-Michigan
craft while strolling through
downtown Adrian. Or visit
Manitou Beach and take in
the lake life while shopping
through a nautical village.

Amid the rolling hills and
historic downtowns, excite
taste buds on the Lenawee
Wine Trail. Step off a custom
trolley into boutique wineries
and tasting rooms nestled
among local vineyards.
“No matter if you’re a wine
novice or an experienced
connoisseur, our wineries will
tailor the right tasting for you,”
Gifford said.

Visit Lenawee
517-263-7747
visitlenawee.com

Visit Lenawee
517-263-7747
visitlenawee.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Hidden Lake Gardens, Tipton, Mich., Photo: Visit Lenawee; The Croswell Opera House, Adrian, Mich., Photo: Visit Lenawee; Adrian Center for the Arts,
Adrian, Mich., Photo: Courtesy of Visit Lenawee; Tecumseh, Mich., Photo: Visit Lenawee; Flying Otter Winery, Adrian, Mich., Photo: Courtesy of Flying Otter Winery
GroupTour.com
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Best Western Greenfield Inn
puts groups on the map
Set in a pink, Victorian-style
building, the 209-room Best Western
Greenfield Inn is regarded as “The
Pink Palace” and has served the group
tour market for over 30 years. The
three-story property is most recognizable by its pastel exterior and sought
after because of its location.
Situated in Allen Park, the Best
Western Greenfield Inn is 10 miles
from the airport and downtown Detroit. The location provides easy access
to many of the Detroit region's major
attractions including the Henry Ford
Museum of American Innovation and
Greenfield Village, which are within 2
miles of the hotel.
“We are the motorcoach experts of
metro-Detroit,” said Suzanne Thomas,
director of
sales and marketing for
GroupTours_Dinos_4.75x2.25_2018.pdf

the Best Western Greenfield Inn. “You
will love the extra touches we offer our
groups, like meal vouchers.
“Offering vouchers allows each
guest to customize their dinner, which
is quite popular with our guests,”
Thomas said. “And so are the fresh
cookies, which are placed in each
guest room upon arrival.
Thomas said she can help customize a group stay and arrange plusses
from personalized greets to private
dining.
“If there is one thing I’d like group
tour planners to know about staying
at the Best Western Greenfield Inn,
it is that we are sincere in welcoming
groups to our property and believe our
friendly, professional staff is second
none,” she
said.
1 to 1/12/18
4:22
PM “I am here for you

Groups can get a mega-dose
of Vitamin Z.
Don’t miss Dinosauria this summer!
For group rates and reservations, contact
Jenise Collins, group sales manager, at
(248) 336-5841 or jcollins@dzs.org today!

every step of the way, from your initial
inquiry call to your group’s arrival.”
Each guestroom is equipped with a
refrigerator, microwave, Keurig coffee
maker, safe and free Wi-Fi. Upgraded
rooms are available with pull-out sofas, fireplaces and/or whirlpool tubs.
Additional amenities include an
American-menu restaurant and an
on-site lounge. There's also an indoor
pool plus a sauna and a fitness room.
Other perks include a business center
and private meetings rooms.
Complimentary motorcoach parking is available on-site. n
Best Western Greenfield Inn
800-343-5802
bestwesterngreenfield.com
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May 25 through Labor Day
Reader Service Card #388

Where History is Fun!
MasonCountyHistoricalSociety.com
231-843-4808
Reader Service Card #129

“One of the top hottest food cities ...”
– Zagat

Base photo courtesy of Emily Berger

The D is a growing foodie mecca, where fabulous
meals go from farm to table in just a few miles. Whet
your appetite on vegan specialties, unique international
cuisine, independent coffee shops and distinctive
distilleries. Whatever you might be craving, it’s time to get
a taste of Detroit.

Reader Service Card #388
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Options abound
at Island Resort
& Casino
Gaming, entertainment, accommodations, dining, golf and spa are all
part of the total resort experience at
Island Resort & Casino.
The Resort and Casino is located
in Harris, 13 miles from Escanaba in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
More than 320 hotel rooms are
located in two towers.
The Island Resort and Casino is
home to one of the largest gaming
floors in the Midwest. The property
features over 1,200 of the latest and
greatest slot machines, 24/7 Vegasstyle gaming tables, bingo and a newly
renovated poker room.
If the group is looking for the
hottest entertainment in the area,
the Island Showroom is where to
find it. Headline entertainers such as
Martina McBride, Brothers Osborne,
Styx, Lady Antebellum, Luke Bryan
and countless others perform in the
1,315-seat venue.
“What really distinguishes Island
Resort & Casino from similar properties is the group gaming package and
promo play,” said Kara Pasco, group
sales coordinator. “Players earn promotional play based on activity from
their previous trips and can earn from
$10 to $260 per day.” Groups are able
to customize their program.
In addition to gaming, there are six
dining venues, two championship golf
courses and a spa. Any season, anytime — the Island Resort and Casino
is a group’s total resort destination.
The resort is a longtime member of
the American Bus Association, National
Tour Association and Circle Michigan.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Island Resort & Casino
906-723-2121
islandresortandcasino.com

Sweetgrass Golf Club, Island Resort & Casino, Harris, Mich., Photo: Island Resort & Casino

Great Lakes

9040 Holly Road
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
810-694-0000

with Great stops
along the way!

96

69

COMING Fall 2018
9044 Holly Road
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
2276 Pipestone Rd
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-4599

31

96

69

96
31

69

31

204 Winston Drive
Marshall, MI 49068
269-789-7890
2822 N Durham Rd
Whitehall, MI 49461
231-893-4833

Call us today
for great rates!

Keep your travelers happy. Call Victoria Leonard
for group bookings at 810-423-1927
Reader Service Card #146

“America’s Largest Family Restaurant”

World Famous
Family Style
Chicken Dinners
and Much More

...where it’s Always
the Season to be Jolly!

Upcoming Lunch & Dinner Shows:
• Rockin’ Oldies Show - Sept. 11-12, 2018
Featuring “Beach Party Boys”

World’s Largest Christmas Store

• Holiday Show - Nov. 27-29, 2018
Featuring “New Odyssey”

Dining • Shopping • Lodging • Golf

FOR RESERVATIONS
CALL 855-469-6031

730 S. Main, Frankenmuth, MI ~ www.zehnders.com

A shopper’s dream...especially
for Christmas lovers.
www.bronners.com
800-ALL-YEAR 989-652-9931

(recorded information)
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Taste childhood memories at
Jackson Candy & Fudge Factory
A stop at the Jackson Candy & Fudge
Factory in Jackson is like going back in
time to the 1890s. Old-time brick, copper ceilings, vintage scales and of course
old-fashioned candies will be found.
“Our customers tell us that they
love how they feel when they step into

the candy store,” said Susan Franck,
marketing director for the store. “We
like to think the delicious aromas of
fresh caramel corn and freshly made
fudge that greet you as you walk in
the door help, too. They get their fill
of delicious tastes and sweet aromas.

Adults find lots of things that bring
back nostalgic memories of things
they loved as a child.”
During a visit to the store, groups
will get to sample varieties of caramel
corn and fudge, as well as witness
various treats being made in the open
kitchen.
“Ironically, we've had more adult
groups who schedule the student field
trip experience,” Franck said. “I guess
we all want to feel like a kid in a candy
store. However, when we do have bus
tours stopping by, we've had as many
as 50 people in our little store. ”
Schedule a visit a few days in
advance to guarantee adequate staff is
available and for the candy factory to
reserve the motorcoach parking spot
next to the store. n
Jackson Candy & Fudge Factory
517-998-7070
jacksoncandycompany.com

Jackson Candy & Fudge Factory, Jackson, Mich., Photo: Jackson Candy & Fudge Factory

CRIMES AND
CORRECTIONS
TOUR

From riots to reform, the famous and infamous await you
in Jackson! Travel through nearly 200 years of prison
history at Michigan’s first state prison and Cell Block 7,
the world’s only museum within the walls of an active
prison. Go from 25-foot brick walls to a three-story cell
block; and be amazed by the history that is still alive in
Jackson. Tales of criminals, corruption, escapes, and
history will fascinate your group.

Get started at ExperienceJackson.com/PrisonTour
and let us help by connecting you with trip
extenders, dining, and hotels.

exper ence
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holland
MICHIGAN

FOR EVERY SEASON

FREE Group Tour Planner

|

800.506.1299

|

www.holland.or g

The Felt Estate
~adjacent to the Saugatuck Dunes State Park~

Tour the Felt Mansion for a journey
Back to the Roaring 20’s...
Call 616.335.8982 to arrange a private group tour
www.feltmansion.org P.O. Box 675 • Saugatuck, MI 49453

616-796-3329 • HollandMuseum.org

90t h An n ive r sa r y C e le br at io n !

For more information on events, group discounts, itinerary planning,
visit us at www.tuliptime.com or call 800-822-2770
Reader Service Card #184

GroupTour.com
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Giving back to Michigan tourism
Michigan Cares for Tourism is a
volunteer-based program for the tourism industry that coordinates an annual multiday clean-up at an historic
attraction, among other events.
“We were the first state in the nation to replicate the Tourism Cares
model,” said Patty Janes, Michigan
Cares for Tourism volunteer coordinator. Janes is a professor in the
department of hospitality and tourism

management at Grand Valley State
University in Grand Rapids.
Investing in people and historic attractions reaps many benefits, Janes said.
“Volunteers grow and connect
with people in the industry, they learn
about a destination and they interact
with people of all ages, levels and
disciplines,” Janes said.
Tourism attractions are spruced up,
ensuring visitors have higher quality

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

MEIJERGARDENS.ORG | 1-888-957-1580
I-96 AND EAST BELTLINE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

Photo by Peter McDaniel.

Reader Service Card #386

18-129_FMG&SP_ImageAd_GroupTour_Northeastern_Ad_vs2.indd 1

experience
MuskegonMI

Find compatible lodging options and targeted custom itineraries.
Call Bernadette at 1-800-250-9283 | visitmuskegon.org
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Michigan Cares for Tourism projects
Photos: Michigan Cares for Tourism

guest experiences.
And tourism pros help spread the
word about the destination.
“Once we tried the volunteer
projects, the Michigan tourism community could not get enough of it,”
Janes said.
Michigan Cares for Tourism works
in partnership with Grand Valley State
University, Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, Tourism Cares and
Travel Michigan.
“Tourism people are incredibly
hard workers,” Janes said. “They are
super passionate about people and
historic places. The people at the attraction can’t believe how much gets
done. They say, ‘It would have taken
us a lifetime to do this.’ It’s one of my
favorite moments.”
In the organization’s six years, more
than 1,800 tourism professionals have
volunteered their time and talents,
contributing more than $500,000 in
supplies and labor.
This year’s clean-up event is scheduled for Sept. 16–18 at Fort Wilkins
Historic State Park in Copper Harbor.
During National Tourism Week,
Michigan Cares for Tourism and
Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation
held an Adopt-A-Bed event. Local
tourism organizations, attractions and
hotels were given the opportunity to
help beautify the city's 74 parks and
flower beds. n
Michigan Cares For Tourism
michigancaresfortourism.com

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

CoolCITY
Expertly crafted beers, tours and experiences.
For ideas and itineraries, contact
Dave Nitkiewicz, CTA
DNitkiewicz@Experiencegr.com or
800.678.9859 ext. 3574

Reader Service Card #720
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Grand Hotel Stables
invites groups inside

Reader Service Card #117

The Perfect Choice for
Groups in Michigan’s
Must See Destination
Call Kristen Kaselitz to learn more
about our group tour packages.
kkaselitz@missionpoint.com
906.430.8138
www.missionpoint.com

A gentle clip-clop of horse hooves
is a familiar sound on automobile-free
Mackinac Island.
Located in the Straits of Mackinac
between Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
and the Lower Peninsula or “mitten” part of the state, horse and pedal
power are go-to modes of transportation around the island, including to
and from Grand Hotel.
“Mackinac Island’s primary mode
of transportation is bicycles. However,
let’s not let this take away from the
world’s largest horse and buggy livery
operation located on our little island,”
said Julia Luckey-Ottenwess, director
of group tours at Grand Hotel.
An integral part of that mega operation is Grand Hotel Stables, which
was completed in 2012. Adjacent
to Surrey Hill, the working stable is
home to 12 horses. “This building is
open to the public for history seekers
to view the historical ‘working’ buggies of times past, which at any time
may be hitched to a team of horses
and used,” Luckey-Ottenwess said.
The hotel welcomes groups to
view the horses, speak with a carriage
driver, maybe learn how to convert
“hands” to feet, and to walk through
the Chambers Carriage Museum.
The museum displays 20 antique
carriages, owned by Grand Hotel or

Reader Service Card #131

A grand group destination

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy
a full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary
Grand Luncheon Buffet, awarded a 2017 Certificate of Excellence by TripAdvisor.
Call Julia Luckey at 906-847-3331 or grouptours@grandhotel.com
1-800-33GRA ND • gr a ndhotel.com
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Mackinac Island Carriage Tours.
Carriages are grouped by type and
manufacturer. Reproductions of advertising art, antique ads and artifacts
enhance the exhibits.
Studebaker carriages are displayed
in one corner of the 8,700-square-foot
facility. The Studebaker car company began as Studebaker Brothers, which first
made wagons and later became the largest producer of carriages in the world.
Grand Hotel’s group tour staff can
arrange or customize horse-drawn
carriage tours for groups. For the
more adventurous, saddle horses are
available too. There are 40 miles of
bridle paths on Mackinac Island. To
add horseback riding to an itinerary,
contact any member of Luckey-Ottenwess’ team. n
Grand Hotel
517-349-4600
grouptours@grandhotel.com
grandhotel.com

Ben Mosley, stable manager, Grand Hotel, Mackinac
Island, Mich., Photo: Group Tour Media/Mary Lu Laffey
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Navigate the Straits of Mackinac
on Shepler’s ferry
us may be short, as we understand
Whether the group boards a Shethe importance of maintaining their
pler’s Mackinac Island ferryboat at St.
schedule, we strive to leave a lasting
Ignace or Mackinaw City, the ride is 16
impression that will make them want
minutes to Mackinac Island.
to share about it with others as well as
The company started in 1945 with
bring them back in the future.”
a six-passenger speedboat as a way
Specialty cruises include regular and
to “speed” travel to Mackinac Island.
extended Eastbound and Westbound
Today, Shepler’s fleet includes six ferLight House cruises plus an Evening
ryboats and is still the fastest service
Light House Cruise, and an extended
to the island.
five-hour, The Les Cheneaux LightWith more than 73 years of experihouse Experience.
ence, the third-generation company
“For 73 years of operation the Sheoffers group services beyond crosspler family has committed its operaing to include specialty cruises and
tion to providing a great experience
customized group itineraries.
to all visitors when visiting Mackinac
“Group tours can expect their
Island,” said Bill Shepler, owner. “We
island experience to begin right from
feel the ferry ride to the island is half
the moment they enter our Gateway,”
the experience of a visit to the island,
said Katie Wiley, director of sales at
which
includes
simply
personal
Shepler’s
Ferry. “While their time with
LVH-GLGT-Mar2018.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp
1/9/18
7:18 AM
Pagegreat
1

May 4 ~ May 23
October 1 ~ 25

May 28 ~ August 31

service and clean, fast ferries — all at a
fair price.”
Free day parking for motorcoaches
and bus washing services are made
available. n
Shepler’s Mackinac Island Ferry
800-828-6157,
groups@sheplersferry.com
sheplersferry.com

Dock entrance, Mackinaw City, Mich., Photo: Group
Tour Media/Mary Lu Laffey

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

September 3 ~30

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.
Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, two restaurants and lounges, a wine cellar, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure
every detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.
Rates start from just $69.00* per person including our
continental breakfast, and all taxes, fees, and service
charges. Call toll free today to schedule your stay!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

Packaging available!
* Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of

10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations, continental breakfast, and all taxes, fees, and service
charges. Rates not available on Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 15-17) rates
from $124.00 double occupancy. Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary
luggage handling to/from hotel with purchase of our optional tour packages. Rates subject to change.
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ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

We Love Groups!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street
Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

itinerary planner

Minnesota
Red Wing

Adventures abound for group tours in Red Wing. Located
along the Mississippi River about an hour southeast of
Minneapolis-Saint Paul, Red Wing is perhaps best known as the
home of world-famous boots and pottery.
“‘We love Red Wing!’ I hear this sentiment over and over
from visitors and residents alike,” said Arloa Bach, executive
director of Red Wing Visitors & Convention Bureau. “It’s shared
with such excitement and wonder, and it makes me so proud
to be part of this community. Our history, natural beauty and
small-town charm are what makes us special, and it’s amazing
to have it recognized and to share it with others.”
Red Wing Visitors & Convention Bureau
651-385-5934
redwing.org

LEARN

Visit Red Wing
Stoneware & Pottery, with a
legacy that dates to 1877. A
factory tour shows the various
processes in the production
of stoneware. Visitors gain an
appreciation of the time and
talent required to produce
stoneware. After the tour,
shop in the factory store.
Red Wing Stoneware
& Pottery
651-388-4610
redwingstoneware.com

SEE

Stop at the Red Wing
Flagship Shoe Store.
Check out the size 6381/2
D boot, made for the
company’s centennial in
2005. It was built using the
same design and materials
as classic style number 877.
Snap a selfie with the boot
before visiting the museum
on the second floor.
Red Wing Flagship
Shoe Store
651-388-6233
redwingshoes.com

TOUR

Tour the historic St.
James Hotel with “Clara
Lilyblad,” the hotel waitress
who married the hotel’s
owner. She ran the hotel
with an iron fist and a heart
of gold. The St. James was
built in 1875 and proudly
maintains its 19th-century
character. The hotel has
shops and three restaurants
on-site.
St. James Hotel
800-252-1875
st-james-hotel.com

DO

Try a recreational activity.
Cycle the Cannon Valley
Bike Trail, hike Barn Bluff,
kayak on the Mississippi
River, mountain bike the
gravity-fed trails at Welch
Village Mountain Bike Park
or take a trip to one of Red
Wing’s many golf courses.
Red Wing Visitors
& Convention Bureau
651-385-5934
redwing.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Red Wing, Minn., Photo: Michael Hicks; Lug handled crock, Red Wing Stoneware & Pottery, Red Wing, Minn., Photo: Red Wing Stoneware & Pottery; Red
Wing Flagship Shoe Store, Red Wing, Minn., Photo: Red Wing Shoe Company; St. James Hotel, Red Wing, Minn., Photo: Red Wing VCB; Cannon Valley Trail, Red Wing, Minn., Photo:
Red Wing VCB
GroupTour.com
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Spoonbridge & Cherry, Claes Oldenburg & Coosje van Bruggen, (1988), Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, Minneapolis, Minn., Photo: Gene Pittman, courtesy Walker Art Center, Minneapolis

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
reveals art, nature
The recently revamped Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is one of the
crown jewels of the award-winning
Minneapolis park system.
Since opening in 1988, the sculpture garden has presented works from
Walker Art Center’s collections of
modern and contemporary art in the
setting of an urban park. The garden
is home to the iconic Spoonbridge
and Cherry by Claes Oldenburg and
Coosje van Bruggen.

Reader Service Card #683
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The nearly 12-acre sculpture
garden is open daily from 6 a.m. to
midnight. Groups visiting Minneapolis Sculpture Garden on their own can
download an interactive self-guided
tour experience.
Created through the vision of late
Walker Art Center director emeritus
Martin Friedman as a partnership
between the Walker Art Center and
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board,
the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
was among the first major public/private urban sculpture parks of its kind
in the United States.
“The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is one of the best public spaces
in America and a prime example of
the potential of innovative, effective partnerships,” said Jayne Miller,
superintendent at Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board.
After nearly three decades and
more than 9 million visitors, the
sculpture garden’s infrastructure was
reconstructed in 2017 with new irrigation, walkways, and retaining walls.

The project launched in tandem with
updates to the Walker Art Center’s
campus, including a new plaza and
entrance, an expanded front lobby, the
destination restaurant Esker Grove,
a more pedestrian-friendly Vineland
Place, improved accessibility and a
landscaped, art-filled hillside.
These projects allowed the
Walker to build on the 40-plus artworks already located in the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden and on the
Walker hillside with new commissions, green spaces, a new entry and
enhanced city streetscapes. Favorite artworks returned and 17 new
pieces were installed. The selection
of artists brings a range of diverse
voices from nine different countries,
increases the number of women artists represented and includes many
notable career firsts. n
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden/
Walker Art Center
612-375-7609
walkerart.org

minnesota

Sauk Centre adds tour offerings
Sauk Centre, just off Interstate
94 in central Minnesota, recently
developed several new tours to highlight its attractions and Main Street
hospitality.
Pam Borgmann, executive director
of the Sauk Centre Convention and
Visitors Bureau, formally organized
the tours into three broad categories:
agricultural, historical, industrial and
recreational.
“We have had a good response to
these tours,” Borgmann said. “We can
mix and match any of these to accommodate an operator’s itinerary. All of
our tours are custom tours.”
Sauk Centre’s agricultural tours
have generated many inquiries, Borgmann said.
“We are in the heart of Minnesota
and in an agricultural area,” she said.
“The agricultural industry is big here.”
Groups visit Felling Dairy, a farm
with 1,000 cows and a rotary milking
parlor.
Check out everything from cows
to curds on a tour at Redhead Creamery in Brooten. The cheese factory
offers cheese tastings and a cheese
shop. Private group meals can be arranged in advance.
Tutti Frutti Restaurant and Market
Farm provides seasonal fresh produce
and has a year-round bakery and
restaurant.
At MaxBat Factory, groups see
how Major League Baseball bats are
made. Other industrial tours include
Felling Trailers; Standard Iron, a
custom metal fabrication shop; and
Bayer Interior Woods, which produces custom cabinets.
Nobel Prize-winning novelist Sinclair Lewis was born and grew up in
Sauk Centre, and his boyhood home is
open for tours in the summer. Guides
explain about the house, Lewis’ family
and boyhood.
Borgmann noted Lewis moved
from Sauk Centre in 1902, so the

bureau promotes Lewis’ younger
years and how he became the writer
that he was.
The term Original Main Street
was created when the main street
in Sauk Centre was recognized on
the National Register of Historical

Places in 1994. Lewis published his
novel Main Street in 1920. n
Sauk Centre Convention
and Visitors Bureau
320-352-5201
visitsaukcentre.org

EVERYTHING
UNDER ONE ROOF

::::::::::::::::::::::
P L A N Y O U R T R I P,
F I N D D I S C O U N T S + M O R E I N FO AT
M A L LO FA M E R I C A . C O M /G R O U P S
Contact: tourism@moa.net or 952.883.8643

MALLOFAMERICA.COM

/MALLOFAMERICA

@MALLOFAMERICA

@M A L LOFA M E RICA
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BIG THINGS ARE
HAPPENING IN MINNESOTA
EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM

LET THE GOOD
TIMES GROW.

320-251-4170
VISITSTCLOUD.COM

612.767.8106

www.minneapolis.org/groups
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DON’T MISS A SECOND
EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM
Photo by Travis Novitsky

An EXCITING STOP on I-94 between
Fargo & Minneapolis!

Great Tours
For Groups:

• Baseball Bat Factory
• Redhead Creamery
• Cheese Curds
• Wine, Whiskey &
• Vinegary tours/tastings
• & Ghosts

MINNESOTA

855.444.SAUK

www.VisitSaukCentre.org
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Zanesville-Muskingum County
Groups encounter many activities in Zanesville and Muskingum
County, conveniently located off Interstate 70 in central Ohio.
A Y-shaped bridge was built in Zanesville in 1814 to cross the
junction of the two rivers in the center of town — the Licking and
Muskingum. Today, the fifth Y Bridge stands at the heart of the
community.
“Zanesville-Muskingum County, Ohio, is a great destination for
groups and offers a variety of attractions for all to enjoy,” said Lori
Kappes, marketing and group sales manager for Visit ZanesvilleMuskingum County Convention and Visitors Bureau. “We love
hosting groups and offer complimentary tour planning assistance,
which includes custom itinerary development and confirmation of
all stops.”
Visit Zanesville-Muskingum County Convention
and Visitors Bureau
740-455-8282
visitzanesville.info

SEE

Take a Safari Tour at The
Wilds, one of the world’s
largest and most innovative
conservation centers. See
threatened and endangered
animals from around the
globe, roaming freely in
expansive natural habits. The
mission of The Wilds, located
in Cumberland, is to lead and
inspire by connecting people
and wildlife.
The Wilds
740-638-5030
thewilds.columbuszoo.org

CRUISE

Relax and enjoy the
soothing sounds of the
paddlewheel as the group
cruises on the Muskingum
River aboard the Lorena
Sternwheeler. Moored in
Zanesville, the 79-passenger
vessel offers a relaxed and
pleasant ride through wide
waters and along scenic
woodlands. Lunch cruises,
dinner cruises, twilight
cruises and private rides are
available.
Lorena Sternwheeler
740-455-8282

TOUR

VIEW

Tour The John and
Annie Glenn Museum,
located in John Glenn’s
boyhood home. Glenn was
a Marine Corps aviator,
engineer, astronaut and
U.S Senator. In 1962 he
became the first American
to orbit the earth. Learn
about the lives of John and
his wife Annie through a
living-history presentation by
costumed actors.

Experience renowned
sculptor Alan Cottrill at
work in the Alan Cottrill
Sculpture Studio & Gallery
in Zanesville. Cottrill has
created over 300 sculptures.
He recently sculpted
and installed a squad of
nine infantrymen at the
National Infantry Museum in
Columbus, Georgia, part of
the Global War on Terrorism
Memorial.

The John and
Annie Glenn Museum
740-826-3305
johnglennhome.org

Alan Cottrill Sculpture
Studio & Gallery
740-453-9822
alancottrill.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Y-Bridge, Zanesville, Ohio, Photo: Visit Zanesville-Muskingum CVB; The Wilds, Cumberland, Ohio, Photo: Grahm S. Jones; Columbus Zoo and Aquarium;
Lorena Sternwheeler, Zanesville, Ohio, Photo: Visit Zanesville-Muskingum County CVB; The John and Annie Glenn Museum, New Concord, Ohio, Photo: Visit Zanesville-Muskingum
CVB; Alan Cottrill Sculpture Studio & Gallery, Zanesville, Ohio, Photo: Visit Zanesville-Muskingum County CVB
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It’s aviation-plus in Dayton
Dayton enjoys its Birthplace of
Aviation title.
The southwestern Ohio city is
where hometown heroes Wilbur and
Orville Wright invented and perfected
manned powered flight.
Aviation heritage is important to
the city, said Bev Rose, director of
marketing and communications for the
Dayton Convention & Visitors Bureau.
And, she noted, there is much
more to Dayton than simply the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
and Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park.
Carillon Historical Park, a smaller
version of Greenfield Village, is popular
with groups, Rose said. The park’s 30
buildings reflect Dayton’s manufacturing and industrial heritage. An on-site
historic brewery/restaurant is the only
production brewery on the grounds of

a museum in the country.
“Dayton had more inventions per
capita at the turn of the 1900s than
any other city in the nation,” Rose
said. “Groups can learn about them
here. Dayton is home to the cash
register, the airplane, the electric car
starter-ignition, Freon-refrigerationair-conditioning and the pop-top can.”
Ride the hand-carved Dayton
Carousel of Innovation. Carousel figures include an NCR cash register, an
airplane and a Huffy bicycle.
Dayton is located at the convergence of five rivers, including the
Great Miami River. Five Rivers MetroParks has three river runs built for
paddle sports. The whitewater features
are popular with kayakers.
“Dayton boasts the nation’s largest
network of paved trails at 340-plus
miles,” Rose said. “These are perfect

for biking, roller-blading, running
and hiking.” n
Dayton Convention & Visitors Bureau
937-226-8292
daytoncvb.com

Cleveland Starts Here®
A New Way To Discover Cleveland.

10825 East Blvd. Cleveland OH 44106 | www.wrhs.org
Tues-Sat 10AM - 5PM | Sun 12PM - 5PM | #CLEStartsHere
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Broadway Caliber Shows!

Explore our wild side…

B O O K YO U R G RO U P N OW !

The Musical

Begin by requesting a Group Tour Planning Packet
for Trumbull County in northeastern Ohio!
ExploreTrumbullCounty.com • 866.360.1552
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Adapted from
“THE DAUGHTERS OF L A NCASTER COUNT Y”
Series by WANDA BRUNSTETTER
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OhioStarTheater.com
Make plans to visit our brand-new theater!
1387 Old Route 39, Sugarcreek, OH
Group Sales – 855-344-7547
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freedomcenter.org
groupsales@nurfc.org
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Pro Football Hall of Fame
celebrates excellence
The Pro Football Hall of Fame is
located in Canton, the place where the
National Football League was born.
The hall aims to honor the heroes
of the game, preserve its history,
promote its values and celebrate excellence everywhere.
While the hall of fame is an
American Alliance of Museumsaccredited museum, it presents more
than pigskin history.
“A visit to the hall is not just a trip
down memory lane,” said Pete Fierle,
chief of staff and vice president of
communications at Pro Football Hall
of Fame. “We call the hall The Most
Inspiring Place on Earth.”
Exhibits show how the game’s
values — commitment, integrity,

courage, respect and excellence — go
beyond football.
A newly opened theater presents
A Game for Life. This multi-sensory
immersive theater features holographic representations of NFL legends Joe Namath, George Halas and
Vince Lombardi.
“They talk about how the game
of football also teaches lessons about
life,” Fierle said.
Perhaps the most emotional stop
during a tour is the Hall of Fame Gallery housing the bronze busts of each
member of the hall of fame.
Self-guided and docent-led tours
are available for groups. Average tour
time is 3½ hours. Motorcoach parking is available, and passengers can be

dropped off and picked up at the front
entrance.
The Hall of Fame Café is open for
lunch, with private rooms available for
catered meals.
Now under construction on the
hall of fame campus is Johnson
Controls Hall of Fame Village. The
nearly $800 million mixed-use development is billed as the first-ever
sports and entertainment smart city.
Completion is scheduled to coincide
with the NFL’s 100th season in 2019
and the centennial celebration on
Sept. 17, 2020. n
Pro Football Hall of Fame
330-456-8207
profootballhof.com

PROFOOTBALLHOF.COM

SHORT DRIVE. LASTING MEMORIES.
A family-friendly experience is only a short drive away in Canton!
Visit the Pro Football Hall of Fame today to see unique memorabilia, interactive
displays, and inspiring exhibits that you simply can’t see anywhere else.
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WHAT YOU’VE HEARD
ABOUT Cleveland
is true.
ONE OF National Geographic
Traveler’s WORLD’S BEST
PLACES TO VISIT IN 2018

Join in at This isCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:

Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org
Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org
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Interested?

THERE’S MORE TO EXPLORE!

You’ llourLtours
ove

CONTACT US about our FREE step-on
guide service.
Ideal Northeast Ohio
location midway between
New York & Chicago,
Cleveland & Pittsburgh

800.447.8201
youngstownlive.com
Photo: Scott Lanz
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Mural of Cincinnati back on view
Saul Steinberg’s Mural of Cincinnati is now on view to the public in
the newly renovated Schmidlapp
Gallery at the Cincinnati Art Museum in Cincinnati.
Sponsored by the museum’s
Founders Society in honor of its

30th anniversary, the mural will be
on long-term display for the first
time since 1982.
Mural of Cincinnati adorned the
wall of the Terrace Plaza Hotel’s
Skyline Restaurant, an icon of modernism, starting in the late 1940s.

When the hotel was sold, the owner
donated the mural to the Cincinnati
Art Museum. n
Cincinnati Art Museum
513-639-2975
cincinnatiartmuseum.org

What’s it like to feed a stingray?
From learning Irish dance moves to face-to-face encounters with stingrays, Columbus
is full of unforgettable hands-on experiences perfect for groups of all sizes. Plan your
Columbus visit today at experiencecolumbus.com/tours or call 800-354-2657.

What do 500
butterflies sound like?

001351-03_Group_Tour_MAG_7.25x2.25_FIN.indd 1

3/17/14 4:48 PM

Dickens
Victorian Village

Nov. 1, 2018 – Jan. 1, 2019

www.fpconservatory.org
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visitguernseycounty.com
800.933.5480

Can memories be
measured by the
scoopful?

Reader Service Card #629

Where can I find the
Perfect Créme puff?
From legendary créme puffs to behind-the-scenes culinary tours, Columbus is full
of one-of-a-kind food experiences your group won’t soon forget. Start planning your
Columbus visit today at experiencecolumbus.com/tours or call 800-354-2657.

What does mead
taste like?
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Wisconsin
Kenosha

?

mbus
your

Kenosha is located on the Lake Michigan shore in southeast
Wisconsin.
“We welcome groups to visit our community,” said Meridith
Jumisko, public relations manager at Kenosha Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “You can expect to be enlightened and entertained
at our unique museums — which include locally excavated
mammoths and a different perspective on the Civil War. You’ll leave
a candy company with more candy-making knowledge and candy
than you went in with. You’ll want your cameras out for the lakefront
Electric Streetcar ride. You’ll feel like a local exploring our familyowned specialty shops and restaurants.”
Bureau group tour services include free customized itinerary
planning assistance, complimentary welcome bags for overnight
groups and step-on guide services.
Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
262-857-7164
visitkenosha.com/groups

4:48 PM

TASTE

Stop at Jelly Belly Visitor
Center. The tour begins
with a new museum-like
experience full of interactive
exhibits and games. Then
the Jelly Belly Express train
takes visitors through the
warehouse while updated
videos and new highdefinition monitors show how
the company creates its jelly
beans.
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
866-868-7522
jellybelly.com

TOUR

SEE

Stop at the Civil War
Museum, focusing on the
contributions of the upper
Middle West to the war.
Exhibits concentrate on
personal stories of people
from all walks of life and
circumstances. Groups can
add a private lunch and/
or the Civil War Theater
Program.

Stop at the Kenosha
Public Museum, located
next door to the Civil War
Museum. The public museum
is a natural science and
fine arts museum. Enjoy
world-class art and see the
woolly mammoth excavated
in Kenosha County. Stroll
through the four-season
Native American village.

Civil War Museum
262-653-4141
museums.kenosha.org/
civilwar

Kenosha Public Museum
262-653-4140
museums.kenosha.org/
public

RIDE

Hop aboard an Electric
Steetcar. Seven restored
electric streetcars travel a
2-mile loop that includes the
Lake Michigan shoreline,
two historic districts and the
downtown business district.
Each car is painted in the
colors and lettering of a
North American city that
operated the car in the 1940s
and ’50s.
Kenosha Transit
Electric Streetcar
262-653-4287
kenosha.org/
transportation

Top to bottom, left to right: Kenosha scenic; Jelly Belly Visitor Center, Pleasant Prairie, Wis.; Civil War Museum, Kenosha, Wis.; Kenosha Public Museum, Kenosha, Wis.;
Electric Streetcar, Kenosha, Wis., All photos: Kenosha Area CVB
GroupTour.com
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FINDING
MR. WRIGHT:

STEP INSIDE THE LEGACY OF AMERICA’S
MOST FAMOUS ARCHITECT By Mary Lu Laffey

«

While addressing a group of Frank Lloyd
Wright aficionados, author and Wright
authority Mark Hertzberg referenced the
architect’s “uncanny sense of what light
would do during the day. [How] sunlight
streaming through one of his houses
projects patterns on the walls.” Hertzberg
suggested that once anyone tours a Wright
structure, they often experience an “attachment” to the architect and his architectural
style. After following the Frank Lloyd Wright
Trail in Wisconsin, from Racine through
Madison and on to Spring Green, I realized
what he meant about both.
Wright’s influence on architecture

Shockey Julie, tour guide,
Taliesin, Spring Green, Wis.
Photo: Group Tour Media/
Mary Lu Laffey
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reaches well beyond his home
state of Wisconsin. It was Wright
who established the Prairie Style of
architecture resulting in low-pitched
roofs and overhanging eaves on the
outside with a central chimney anchoring the open floor plans inside.
It is believed he embraced openness as an antidote to the confined
construction of the Victorian era.
A forerunner in organic architecture, Wright married his designs
with the environment. Between
1900 and 1917, his ideas flourished in the Midwest. Many, like the
structures in Wisconsin,
are open for group
tours. The State of
Wisconsin developed a
Frank Lloyd Wright Trail,
and my group followed
it from Racine through
Madison to his beloved Taliesin in Spring
Green. Along the way,
groups are invited to
step inside, not merely
drive by, his most illustrious works.

Racine

SC Johnson
Company
and Wingspread
Business was booming when the
SC Johnson Company approached
Wright to design its new Administration Building, which was completed
in 1939. A commission followed
to design the Research Tower on
the same campus. Completed in
1950, both buildings are still in
use. The Administration Building
is regarded as one of the top 25
buildings of the 20th century. The
distinction may have a lot to do
with the dendriform (tree-shaped)
columns that support the structure’s
Great Workroom. Equally impressive is the 15-floor Research Tower,
which uses more than 7,000 glass
tubes to make up the windows of
the research lab. Don’t miss The
SC Johnson Gallery: At Home with
Frank Lloyd Wright, which showcases a rotating selection of Wright’s

Exterior, Taliesin,
Spring Green, Wis.
Photo: Andrew Pielage

Madison

Monona
Terrace
Wright weighed the idea of a “dream
civic center” for nearly 60 years before
his curvilinear “gathering place” was
built to link the shore of Lake Monona
to Wisconsin’s State Capitol in Madison. Monona Terrace opened in 1977.
Adult groups have a choice of tours including an Architecture Tour, the Frank
Lloyd Wright Tour, a Museum Gallery
Tour and a number of themed options.
Groups may also arrange for a Wine &
Cheese Tour or one that includes bubbly. All explore the architect’s trademarks of open spaces and geometric
forms. From Monona Terrace, the view
of the lake is spectacular. In the original plans, Wright wanted the building
to reach 300 feet over the water; in the
final construction, the building extends
90 feet over the lake. A guided tour is
one of the most memorable ways to
tour the center.

Mary Lu Laffey,
Great Workroom,
SC Johnson, Racine, Wis.
Photo: Group Tour Media

designs and artifacts and explores
the legendary architect’s influence on
families and the American home.
Nearby at Wingspread, a personal estate that Wright built for the
then-head of SC Johnson, tours are
available of the 14,000-square-foot
property. Wingspread is the largest
of Wright’s signature Prairie-style
houses. And it was his last. The house
appears smaller on the outside than
within, where a 30-foot chimney, floorto-ceiling windows and skylights help
elongate the interior’s living space
and provide ample access for light to
dance across the walls.

Spring Green

Taliesin
Taliesin Preservation welcomes
larger groups to the Taliesin estate,
one of Wright’s masterpieces. Two
tours are available for groups: The
Hillside Studio & Theater Tour or the
House Tour. A group luncheon in the
Riverview Terrace Café also can be
arranged before or after a tour.
Wright was born in Wisconsin, attended UW-Madison and spent many
years of his life in Spring Green. His
Wisconsin roots helped define him as
an architect and heavily influenced his
work.
The Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor
Center is referred to as the “Riverview
Terrace,” as it spans two hills beside
the Wisconsin River; it is the gateway
to visit Taliesin.
Wright’s Taliesin Estate is an 800acre National Historic Landmark and
home to six Wright-designed structures. Highlights include his home;

Monona Terrace tour stop,
Madison, Wis.
Photo: Group Tour Media/
Mary Lu Laffey

Hillside Theater, the school that Wright
designed; the windmill tower and
Tan-y-Deri, the home he built for his
sister, Jane Porter, and his collection
of Oriental art. The stage curtain at
the theater is an abstract of the hill at
Taliesin including the river, the sky and
cranes in flight.
Nearby, tour the Wyoming School,
now the Wyoming Valley School
Cultural Arts Center; the building has
been preserved for use by the community. n

Racine:

SC Johnson

Tour between March and December
262-681-3353
tour@johnsonfdn.org
scjohnson.com
Madison:

Monona Terrace
608-261-4000
mononaterrace.com
Spring Green:

Taliesin

877-588-7900, ext. 229
plucas@taliesinpreservation.org
taliesinpreservation.org

Travel Wisconsin
travelwisconsin.com

GroupTour.com
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON WAS BORN HERE. GIVE YOUR GROUP
A TASTE OF THE FAMILY TRADITION OF CHROME,
FREEDOM AND WALKING ON THE WILD SIDE.

located at
the intersection
of art, history and
culture

PLAN YOUR TOUR
VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/GROUPS

It’s
ALL IN
Here!
GATHER YOUR GROUP AND PLAN
A TRIP TO THE MIDWEST’S #1
ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION.

2018 SEASON
ON SALE NOW!

PHANTOM - NEWSIES - 42ND STREET
A SECOND HELPING - LITTLE MERMAID
GREASE - ELF THE MUSICAL

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

Over 2,500 Slots
Nonstop Bingo Action
100 Table Games
Poker & Off-Track Betting
7 Restaurants
Live Entertainment
19-Story Luxury Hotel

For day trips, contact Lisa Pederson
at 414-847-7982
or LPEDERSON@PAYSBIG.COM.
For overnight stays, contact
Sales & Catering at 414-847-8600
or SALES@PAYSBIG.COM.
H-DMuseum.com
877-HD-MUSEUM
©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley,
Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.
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Discover the toxic truths
of venom during this
limited engagement at MPM
with special group rates!
Details at 414-278-2728
www.mpm.edu/groups

1721 WEST CANAL STREET • MILWAUKEE, WI 53233 • 1-800-PAYSBIG • PAYSBIG.COM
MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD TO ENTER CASINO; 18 TO PLAY BINGO
WINNERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TAXES • MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS
GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-426-2535
©2017 FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN

Reader Service Card #396
June 2018
ADV18049-Group Tour Mag ad.indd 1

12/13/17 1:50 PM

The Power of Poison is organized
by the American Museum of
Natural History, New York

wisconsin

Milwaukee events not-to-miss in 2018
People from around the world return
to Harley-Davidson’s home turf for the
company’s 115th anniversary celebration, Aug. 29–Sept. 2. Visitors can join
in on the fun with parties, racing and
rides throughout Milwaukee, including
a jaw-dropping parade of hundreds of

motorcycles through downtown.
Don’t forget to visit the Harley-Davidson Museum.
Sculpture Milwaukee transforms
Milwaukee Avenue, a downtown thoroughfare, into an outdoor sculpture
gallery through Oct. 21.

The 10th annual Milwaukee Film
Festival is set for Oct. 18–Nov. 1, with
over 300 screenings of new, classic and
cult films. n
Visit Milwaukee
visitmilwaukee.org

MILWAUKEE
visitmilwaukee.org/groups

Sweet!
New Tour & Interactive
Exhibits Daily 9am–4pm
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane
Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522
Store Hours 9am-5pm

All This and More...
Racine County, Wisconsin,
located on beautiful Lake
Michigan, offers cultural,
historical and entertaining
attractions for your group
tour.
Contact Eileen Arnold at
Real Racine, 262-884-6407.

© 2018 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Dancing Horses Theatre: Open Year Round!
SHOW & MEAL
PACKAGES AVAILABLE!
Check website
for dates and times
www.thedancinghorses.com

Reservations suggested
for family entertainment
at it's Best!

262-728-8200

5065 Highway 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53115

Wisconsin’s #1 Must See
Live Attraction!
Reader Service Card #396

GroupTour.com
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Ice cream break, Fond du Lac, Wis., Photo: Fond du Lac Area CVB

Fond du Lac combines culinary scene
with local color on farms
Ask anyone in the Fond du Lac and
Lake Winnebago Region of Wisconsin why the area has become such a
hot spot for agricultural tourism with
its influx of “foodies.” They’ll talk
about the wide selection of farms and
orchards located in the bucolic hills
along the Niagara Escarpment.
“Take a trip to our wonderful part
of Wisconsin and experience the
agricultural side of life,” said Craig
Molitor, president and CEO of the
Fond du Lac Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “This is your chance

to put on the brakes on your hectic
lifestyle and for some of you to return
to your youth.”
Meuer Farm hosts groups that
take a hayride along the trails, see
black walnut groves and maple trees,
and learn about rotational grazing
and land conservation. Over 25,000
visitors take their tours every year
and learn about the farm. Groups
also can pre-arrange a farm lunch
or dinner featuring the local produce and a chef brought in just for
the event. Be sure to leave time to

OVER 12 GROUP-FRIENDLY
ATTRACTIONS WITHIN
A HALF HOUR!
• Botanical Gardens
• Historic Homes
• Worlds Largest
Pheasant Farm
• Industry Tours

Reader Service Card #343
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PLAN YOUR GROUP TOUR
TO NORTHWEST WISCONSIN

800-367-3306
WASHBURNCOUNTY.ORG
Reader Service Card #712

shop at the Busy Bee Country Store
& Market for specialty grains and
flours, maple syrup and honey.
LaClare Family Creamery is proud
of owner and tour guide Clara Hendrich. The former teacher uses her
past career to educate her visitors on
raising, feeding and milking goats and
how her family chose this lifestyle. She
also talks about the creamery’s awardwinning goat cheeses and shares
samples with the group. LaClare is
known for its field-to-fork meals.
Add a favorite topping to a freshly
picked apple at The Little Farmer.
After a hayride that weaves through
orchards, fields and an old-growth
woods, stop at the Apple House for
freshly made muffins and pies or frozen pies to bake at home.
Stop at Kelley Country Creamery.
Enjoy a homemade treat and see the
family farm and the cows who produce the milk for the ice cream. n
Fond du Lac Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
920-923-3010
fdl.com

itinerary planner

Connecticut
New Haven

Founded in 1638, New Haven was the first planned city in
America. The original nine squares exist today with the historic
New Haven Green occupying the center square.
“The historic New Haven Green and Yale University are just
moments from both I-95 and I-91,” said Barbara Malmberg,
director of marketing at Visit New Haven. “Fans of art and
history will be able to fill their days and nights with museums,
galleries and three Tony Award-winning theaters. As a bonus,
downtown New Haven is an international destination where you
can enjoy cuisine from around the world.”
Visit New Haven
203-777-8550
visitnewhaven.com

TOUR

TASTE

EXPLORE

SWING

The Yale University
Visitors Center offers daily
tours of the university. For
1½ hours, these student-led
tours showcase architectural
gems of the campus and
regale visitors with stories of
New Haven. Iconic structures
include Connecticut Hall,
the Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuscript Library, the
Boyer Center for Molecular
Medicine and Ingalls Rink.

No trip to New Haven is
complete without a visit to
Wooster Street with its widely
acclaimed New Haven-style
pizza. Frank Pepe Pizzeria
Napoletana is known around
the world for its apizza (ahbeetz), with its signature
thin-crust baked in a coal
oven. It was/is frequented
by the famous, including
Frank Sinatra, Bill Clinton and
Ronald Reagan.

The Yale University
Art Gallery’s permanent
collection was founded in
1832 when the patriot-artist
John Trumbull gave more
than 100 of his paintings
to Yale College. With over
200,000 objects, it has
many permanent galleries
with works by art legends
including van Gogh, Monet,
Manet, Cézanne, Picasso,
Mondrian and Hopper.

New Haven is home to
the world’s largest indoor
ropes course, IT™ Adventure
Ropes Course, that can
be found in a furniture store,
Jordan’s Furniture. Two
60-foot-high ropes courses
offer over 100 activities
like swinging beams, rope
ladders, cargo nets and plankwalking. Liquid Fireworks is
a water show that pulses to
lights and music.

Yale University
Visitor Center
203-432-2300
visitorcenter.yale.edu

Frank Pepe
Pizzeria Napoletana
203-865-5762
pepespizzeria.com

Yale University Art Gallery
203-432-0601
artgallery.yale.edu

IT™ Adventure
Ropes Course
203-812-9981
jordans.com/attractions/it

Top to bottom, left to right: New Haven Green at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., Photo: Michael Marsland/Yale University; Tour at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., Photo: Michael
Marsland/Yale University; Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napoletana, New Haven, Conn., Photo: Michael Marsland/Yale University; Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, Conn., Photo: Elizabeth
Felicella; Liquid Fireworks, IT™ Adventure Ropes Course, New Haven, Conn., Photo: IT™ Adventure Ropes Course
GroupTour.com
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Sightsee from the water
with Cross Sound Ferry
Observe Connecticut lighthouses
from a new perspective, via the water,
while taking a cruise with Cross
Sound Ferry in New London.
“The Classic Cruise brings cruisegoers up close to nine lighthouses

and other historic sites along the
Thames River in Long Island Sound
and Gardiners Bay,” said Stan Mickus,
director of marketing and public affairs for Cross Sound Ferry.
The other option is the Lights and

Sights cruise that takes riders along
nine lighthouses and various historic
sites in Fishers Island and Watch Hill.
“We also cruise by the Ocean
House in Watch Hill, Taylor Swift’s
house and the Simmons Castle on the
eastern tip of Fishers Island,” Mickus
said. “Along with the sights there
comes a narration given by one of
three local experts intimately familiar
with the lighthouses and the bodies
of water where we travel. The narration really brings the tour to life.”
For 2018, Cross Sound Ferry
added the Cecelia Ann, a new ferry,
to its fleet in order to add additional
lighthouse cruises to the daily roster.
The new ferry is climate controlled
and offers panoramic windows for
even better viewing.
The lighthouse cruises last about
two hours. Ferry cruises are seasonal
and begin operation in May. It is
recommended that groups make their
reservations over the winter to guarantee booking the specific date they
are looking for.
Cross Sound Ferry has other
cruise options besides the lighthouse
cruises, including a Jet to the Casinos
option. There are two ferry terminals
for groups to leave out of: New London and Orient Point.
Food service is available on all
vessels and at both terminal locations with Cross Sound Deli. Food
options can include sandwiches,
various snacks, beverages (including
alcohol) and other items depending
on location.
Motorcoach parking is available
on-site. n
Cross Sound Ferry
860-443-5281
longislandferry.com

Reader Service Card #708

50

June 2018

ALL ROADS LEAD TO

MOHEGAN SUN
Sign up your group for a bus charter today

BONUS $30 CASINO INCENTIVE PACKAGE*
Monday – Friday Package consists of: One $15 Meal/Retail Credit and One $15 Free Bet Coupon
Meal/Retail credit can be used in any restaurant, a full buffet or shop at Mohegan Sun.

BONUS $25 CASINO INCENTIVE PACKAGE*
Saturday – Sunday Package consists of: One $15 Meal/Retail Credit and One $10 Free Bet Coupon
Meal/Retail credit can be used in any restaurant, a full buffet or shop at Mohegan Sun.

Group Leaders receive an additional $30 PACKAGE
Contact Stephen Olender at 860.862.8988
or solender@mohegansun.com or visit
mohegansun.com/charter to get your
next outing on the road today.
*In order to receive package, bus group must stay for a
minimum of 5 hours. Packages and offer subject to change
without notice. mohegansun.com
Reader Service Card #703

GroupTour.com
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Maine

Bath, Portland and Rockland
Maine Office of Tourism provided these itinerary ideas that
take groups along the Maine coastline. Celebrate hundreds of
years of maritime heritage and livelihoods that depended on the
sea, such as boatbuilding and lobstering.
“From the mountains to the sea, Maine rolls out the welcome
mat for groups,” said Jennifer Geiger, communications manager
for Maine Office of Tourism. “With 3,500 miles of coastline,
Maine has a rich maritime heritage that lives on today in working
waterfronts, fishing villages and historic downtowns, boatyards
that harken back to the era of tall ships and award-winning,
locally-sourced seafood.”
Maine Office of Tourism
207-624-9808
visitmaine.com

DO

Join Portland Discovery
Land & Sea Tours for a City
and Lighthouse Tour. Stop at
Fort Williams and Portland
Head Light, Maine’s oldest
lighthouse, commissioned
by George Washington
and completed in 1791.
Another tour destination is
the Portland Observatory,
America’s last-standing,
19th-century maritime signal
station.
Portland Discovery Land
& Sea Tours
207-774-0808
portlanddiscovery.com

RIDE

TOUR

Board one of the
Portland Schooner
Company’s vessels for a
two-hour sail on Casco Bay.
The excursion is the perfect
way to experience the beauty
of the Maine coast, complete
with lighthouses, seals,
seabirds and the rugged
coastline that visitors have
enjoyed for years.

Bath offers more than 400
years of shipbuilding history.
Learn about the state’s
seafaring history at the Maine
Maritime Museum. An addon trolley tour explains the
history and work of one of the
world’s largest shipbuilders,
Bath Iron Works, as well as a
nature and history cruise on
the Kennebec River.

Portland Schooner
Company
207-766-2500
portlandschooner.com

Maine Maritime Museum
207-443-1316
mainemaritimemuseum.org

SEE

From Bath, head to the
picturesque harbor town of
Rockland (about one hour
from Bath) to visit the Maine
Lighthouse Museum. This
is the proud home of the
largest collection of Fresnel
lighthouse lenses and the
most important landmark
collection of lighthouse
artifacts and Coast Guard
memorabilia in the United
States.
Maine Lighthouse Museum
207-594-3301
mainelighthouse
museum.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Portland Harbor, Portland, Maine, Photo: Maine Film Office; Portland Head Light, Portland, Maine, Photo: Maine Office of Tourism; Portland Schooner sailing
boat, Portland, Maine, Photo: Maine Office of Tourism; Maine Maritime Museum, Portland, Maine, Photo: Maine Office of Tourism; Maine Lighthouse Museum, Rockland, Maine, Photo:
Maine Office of Tourism
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MAINE

Enjoy a show with
Maine State Music Theatre
This year marks the 60th anniversary for the Maine State Music Theatre
(MSMT). Catch one of the shows during its milestone celebration season.
“We operate our summer season
out of Bowdoin College’s Pickard
Theater, located in the picturesque
town of Brunswick, Maine,” said
Olivia Wenner, communications
outreach & group sales manager for
Maine State Music Theatre. “Patrons
often enjoy strolling around the
Bowdoin College campus in addition to shopping and dining downtown. We’ve been in the same spot
since 1959, and coming to MSMT
has become a summer staple for our
patrons and community members.”

The 600-seat theater has Gothic-style
granite, a stained-glass exterior and a
proscenium stage with a full fly system.
“We offer discounts for groups of
20 or more,” Wenner said. “Groups
of 25-plus also have the option of
arranging a talk-back after their show
with the artistic director. Maine is a
great place to vacation, especially in
the summer, and there is a lot to do
in the midcoast area, in addition to
visiting MSMT.”
This year’s summer shows include
Million Dollar Quartet, Beauty and the
Beast, Saturday Night Fever and Singin’
in the Rain. The lineup for 2019 will be
announced in August.
Maine State Music Theatre will

Grease, Maine State Music Theatre,
Brunswick, Maine
Photo: Roger S. Duncan

also have a Monday Performance
Series that will include shows like I
Love a Piano and Bye Bye Birdie. Late
summer of 2018, Maine State Music
Theatre and the Portland Stage will
collaborate to put on Nunsense, a tale
of five nuns and their antics.
The theater is located in an area
that is within walking distance to a
variety of dining choices featuring a
wide range of culinary options.
Motorcoaches can drop off and
pick up groups in designated spots,
with parking available nearby. n
Maine State Music Theatre
207-725-8760, ext. 18
msmt.org
GroupTour.com
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Maryland
Ocean City

Ocean City is Maryland’s only beach and it’s a popular
one, too — millions of people visit each year. Generation after
generation have called OC their special-memories vacation
spot. Family reunions and tour groups, as well as an emerging
student group market find Ocean City to be entertaining,
educational and easily accessible. Ten miles of beach, fantastic
fishing, golf and a renowned boardwalk are all ingredients for
fun. U.S. Route 50 begins in Ocean City at the roaring Atlantic
Ocean and the fun rolls out from there.
Ocean City, Maryland Convention and Visitors Bureau
provided these itinerary builder ideas.
Ocean City, Maryland Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-626-2326
ococean.com

TOUR

DO

The Ocean City LifeSaving Station Museum
is the official go-to history
center. Learn about the
“Storm Warriors” of the
United States Life-Saving
Service. Located at the south
end of the boardwalk, this
spot offers the best view in
town of the inlet and the tip of
Assateague Island.

Ayers Creek Adventures
is a family-owned eco-tour
and paddle sports company.
Kayak, stand-up paddleboard,
and canoe rentals and
guided tours are available.
The company’s mission is
to share the magnificent
tidal creeks and back bays
with visitors in a fun and
environmentally sensitive way.

Ocean City Life-Saving
Station Museum
410-289-4991
ocmuseum.org

Ayers Creek Adventures
443-513-0889
ayerscreekadventures.com

CRUISE

Getting out on the water
is something a lot of visitors
seek after winter. Talbot
Street Watersports offers
the Duckaneer for a magical
journey with buccaneer
battles and sunken treasure.
For more speed, hold onto
belongings while the OC
Rocket cruises the shoreline.
Or for education and fun,
enjoy an 80-minute cruise on
the coastal bays.
Talbot Street Watersports
410-289-3500
mrducks.com

PLAY

Iconic Jolly Roger
Amusement Park celebrated
50 years in 2017. The park’s
35 acres comprise the best
of nostalgic rides and new
cutting-edge attractions.
Offerings include Speedworld,
home of one of the largest
collections of go-karts and
tracks in the country, and the
Jolly Roger’s crown jewel,
Splash Mountain Water Park.
Jolly Roger
Amusement Park
410-289-3477
jollyrogerpark.com

Top to bottom: left to right: Ocean City Beach, Ocean City, Md.; Ocean City Life-Saving Station Museum, Ocean City, Md.; Ayers Creek, Berlin, Md.; Assateague Adventure, Talbot Street
Watersports, Ocean City, Md.; Jolly Roger Amusement Park, Ocean City, Md.; All photos: Ocean City, Maryland Convention and Visitors Bureau
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MARYLAND

See Baltimore
by water
with Baltimore
Water Taxi
Go on a sightseeing cruise with
Baltimore Water Taxi in Maryland.
“People enjoy the water taxi for a
variety of answers,” said Stacy Steinberg,
director of sales and marketing at Baltimore Water Taxi. “It allows them to see
the sites of Baltimore in a unique way.
Being on the water offers views of the
city that are unparalleled. It allows travelers the convenience of getting around
without traffic.”
Whether groups want to take the
taxi to an event or use it for a trip
along the harbor to see the sights, Baltimore Water Taxi has an option that
fits every need.
Baltimore Water Taxi offers a pri-

vate charter boating experience that is
great for groups that want more structure or their own boat at a specific
time frame.
The company has three boat sizes
that can be used for a private charter:
a 25-, a 49- and a 100-person boat.
Private charters are BYOB and
basic food options that require no
heating element can be brought on the
boat. A step-on-guide can be added to
the private trip, with advance notice.
Four regular boat route options
cover different areas of the city.
“There are several routes that groups
might want to experience,” Steinberg
said. “It really depends what they would
want to see. Some of the top destinations
are Fells Point, Fort McHenry, Harbor
East and Harborplace.” n
Baltimore Water Taxi
410-563-3900, ext. 5
baltimorewatertaxi.com

Ocean C

ity, M

aryland

JUST THE BEACH
Don’t get us wrong. You’ll love soaking up the sun on our free, 10-mile
beach, or swimming and playing in the ocean. But that’s just the tip of
the sandcastle when it comes to Ocean City, Maryland. There’s literally
something for everyone:
• An award-winning three-mile boardwalk

• Year-round festivals, concerts and events

• 200+ restaurants and exciting nightlife

• Shopping, wildlife and historical museums

• Indoor and outdoor sports facilities

• 1,200-seat Performing Arts Center in
the Roland E. Powell Convention Center

• New Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad State Park and Visitor Center

BOOK YOUR

TRIP NOW!

Baltimore Water Taxi, Baltimore, Md.
Photo: Baltimore Water Taxi

Great location within minutes of the Inner
Harbor, National Aquarium, Oriole Park
at Camden Yards, Fort McHenry,
Arts & Cultural District.

• Free Welcome Ice Cream Social
for All Groups. (15 Rooms or More.)
• 30% OFF Best Available Rates
• Free Motor Coach Parking
• 1 Comp Per 25
• Easy Access for Motor Coach
Pick Up/ Drop Off
410.625.6200
24 W. Franklin St., Baltimore, MD 21201
baltimoreindigohotel.com

• Popular family reunion destination

Call Norma Dobrowolski

CVB Destination Sales & Marketing Manager
800.626.2326 | ococean.com/group-travel

Reader Service Card #613

Reader Service Card #150
GroupTour.com

55

HOWARD
COUNTY, Maryland

Memorable experiences await just outside the Capital Region
By Courtney Birchmeier

«

With its location between the nation’s capital and Baltimore’s Inner
Harbor, Howard County is an ideal
spot for a group getaway. The central
Maryland county, fondly referred to as
the “green in between,” offers visitors
various experiences at a relaxed pace.
“Howard County offers affordable
hotels, group-friendly restaurants,
world-class shopping in Ellicott City’s
historic district and kid-friendly attractions and activities,” said Sally
Slater, director of sales at Visit Howard
County. “Howard County specializes
in agricultural farm land, visual and
performing arts, history and signature
festivals with fun to be had by all! With
its central location between Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, you won’t
miss a thing!”
Don’t miss a visit to Columbia, a
planned community created in the
1960s and developed by The Rouse
Company. Columbia is made up of 10
self-contained villages, parks, shops,
restaurants and entertainment venues.
Several man-made lakes offer recreation and beautiful views.
Groups visiting Howard County
will find a historic, yet hip, area to
explore. Historic sites, outdoor activities, agritourism locations, art venues,
shopping destinations and culinary hot
spots easily fill a group itinerary, and
then some. Here are some tour stops
to get the group started.
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B&O Railroad Museum,
Old Ellicott City, Md.
Photo: Karmen Osei/Howard
County Tourism & Promotion

Old Ellicott City
Nestled in the Patapsco Valley, Old
Ellicott City is a five-block historic
district lined with shopping and dining destinations. The city, founded
in 1772, is built into the granite of
the Patapsco Valley, resulting in hilly
streets that only add to its charm.
That charm was tested in 2016,
when destructive and fatal floodwaters
ripped through the heart of the city in
a matter of minutes. The city remains
in a rebuilding phase, as damage was
estimated in tens of millions of dollars.
Despite reconstruction that lingers in
Old Ellicott City, visitors still can enjoy
all it has to offer. In addition to chic
antique shops, scrumptious restaurants and upscale boutiques, the city
is home to the B&O Railroad Museum,
the oldest surviving railroad station in
America. Hourlong guided group tours
are available at the museum.

Chesapeake Shakespeare
Company production, Patapsco
Female Institute Historical
Park, Old Ellicott City, Md.
Photo: Group Tour Media/
Courtney Birchmeier

Patapsco Female Institute
Historical Park
Located at Old Ellicott City’s highest
point, the hilltop Patapsco Female
Institute Historical Park contains
the Greek revival ruins of Patapsco
Female Institute, which was founded
in 1837. Once an elegant finishing
school for young women, the building’s stabilized remains are now open
for tours and special events. This year,
tours run April through October.
“Groups can get a docent-led tour
of the ruins and grounds to learn
about the many lives this site lived
before it became a ruin,” said Caitlin
Chamberlain, heritage programs and
facilities director at Howard County
Recreation & Parks. “Groups can also
feel free to bring lunch and eat at a
picnic table under the tent or take
some additional time to stroll through
the ruins and the grounds during the
open hours.”

is an international arts and education nonprofit that inspires creativity,
teaches problem-solving skills and
rewards excellence in “Sculpture on
the Human Form.” Groups can browse
the museum, meet founder and designer Lee Anderson, and participate
in workshops.

Bob Henig,
The Vintage BMW
Motorcycle Museum
at Bob’s BMW,
Jessup, Md.
Photo: Group Tour
Media/Courtney
Birchmeier

ManneqART Museum, Laurel, Md.
Photo: ManneqART Museum

The ruins are the setting for Chesapeake Shakespeare Company’s
outdoor summer performances. The
Baltimore-based theater company is
known for producing entertaining and
high-energy performances, in hopes
of changing how people think about
Shakespeare.

ManneqART Museum
Plastic bags, duct tape, playing
cards and coffee filters are just a few
of the materials artists have used to
create wearable ManneqART artworks. At the ManneqART Museum in
Laurel, more than 50 different life-size
artworks are on display. MannneqART

The Vintage BMW Motorcycle
Museum at Bob’s BMW
Groups can explore 4,200 square
feet of BMW history at The Vintage
BMW Motorcycle Museum at Bob’s
BMW in Jessup. Bob Henig, owner
and “Chief Fingerprint Remover” leads
groups though the showroom, which
displays more than 75 vintage and
classic BMW motorcycles, side cars,
memorabilia and art.
Henig’s collection includes factoryoriginal BMWs from as far back as
1925, a still-new, 45-year-old R75/5,
and motorcycles ridden by legends.
Display cases showcase parts, accessories, memorabilia and racing
awards.
“Tour groups, especially those with
interest in motorcycles and the sport
from a historical point of view, will love
visiting the Vintage BMW Museum at
Bob’s BMW,” Henig said. “There is
more to see than can be taken in during a 90-minute average visit.”
Tours typically start at Bob’s BMW
dealership, which also displays pieces
of Henig’s collection. n
Howard County Tourism
410-313-1900
visithowardcounty.com/
motorcoach

GroupTour.com
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Experience history at Ocean City
Life-Saving Station Museum

A little bit of learning and
a little bit of sweet treats…
that’s what makes
a good tour!
Enjoy a progressive lunch tour
with an all-day guide!

www.CarrollCountyTourism.org
800-272-1933

Convenient to Gettysburg, Baltimore & Washington, D.C.
Reader Service Card #756

Travel back to the late 1800s to
learn about the heroes of The U.S.
Life-Saving Service at the Ocean City
Life-Saving Station Museum.
The life-saving service was put into
place to help prevent ship disasters/
wrecks, and to rescue and provide aid
to ships in need.
“The museum is housed in the
original 1891 building that served as a
U.S. Life-Saving Station/Coast Guard
Station, so groups can expect to learn
about the history of this service as
well as the natural and cultural history
of Ocean City,” said Sandy Hurley,
museum curator at Ocean City LifeSaving Station Museum.
The museum is laid out like the
original life-saving station and includes a kitchen, boat room, keeper's

quarters and a crew's bunkroom.
“We have a variety of exhibits
including ‘Sands of the World,’ ‘Native
Americans: First Contact,’ ‘The Boardwalk of Yesterday’ and ‘Surf ’s Up!,’”
Hurley said. “But most people enjoy
our aquarium room, where we exhibit
live creatures native to our waters such
as seahorses, blue crabs and many
other kinds of wildlife.”
A group can start its visit with a
15-minute introduction by museum
staff that includes a brief history as
well as a highlight of current exhibits
at the museum. n
Ocean City Life-Saving
Station Museum
410-289-4991
ocmuseum.org

Experience

Monocacy
National
Battlefield
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Mountain Maryland Gateway to the West Heritage Area
Just 3 hours from Baltimore
& D.C. and 2 hours from
Pittsburgh!

Follow in Union and Confederate soldiers’
footsteps, visit Monocacy National Battlefield,
taste locally brewed, Civil War-inspired beer and
dine in charming historic Downtown Frederick.
VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613

Historic Casselman Inn

Area Festivals

Experience the authentic mountain charm of Garrett
County, Maryland. Your groups will love our variety
of attractions, ranging from historic and cultural
resources to our natural and scenic landscape.

www.deepcreekgroups.com
Reader Service Card #754
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Encounter cultural traditions
at National Folk Festival
The National Folk Festival is heading to Salisbury in September. Attendees can enjoy three days of nonstop
music on seven stages.
“The National Folk Festival is a
feast for the senses,” said Caroline
O’Hare, local manager for the festival.
“Those in attendance will get to see
musicians and performers they’ve
never heard before, enjoy delicious
food they’ve never tasted before and
experience cultures and traditions
they may have never known about
before coming to the festival.”
The National Folk Festival will stay
in Salisbury for three years. The festival is set for Sept. 7–9 this year. Music
will include blues, zydeco, Celtic,
Latino, Asian, African and Eastern
European, among others.

“The ability to get up-close and
personal, to interact with master
artists, performers and craftspeople is incredibly unique and special for people of all ages,” O’Hare
said. “It is an event that you will
look forward to every year.”
A mix of regional and ethnic
foods, as well as classic festival
foods, will be available.
Motorcoach drop-off locations will
be available at the festival as well as
shuttles from downtown to the festival.
“More than anything else, I hope
that you enjoy your stay in Salisbury,”
said Jake Day, mayor of Salisbury.
“Enjoy the National Folk Festival and
everything it has to offer, but also take
some time to go fishing, run or mountain bike on our beautiful trails, cycle

National Folk Festival, Salisbury, Md., Photo: Edwin Remsberg Photographs, courtesy of the National Folk Festival

through our certified-Bicycle-Friendly
Community, enjoy an amazing meal
in any number of outstanding restaurants or bars we have to offer. As the
capital city of the Delmarva Peninsula,
we have all of this and so much more
to show you!” n
National Folk Festival
410-677-1916
nationalfolkfestivalmd.com

BALTIMORE
DOWNTOWN-INNER HARBOR

101 W Fayette St. • Baltimore, MD 21201
410.752.1100

110 W. Fayette St. • Baltimore, MD 21201
410.347.5707

www.RadissonBaltimoreHarbor.com

www.CrownePlazaBaltimore.com

Located in the heart of downtown and just a half-mile from the Inner
Harbor, Radisson Hotel Baltimore Downtown – Inner Harbor gives
you easy access to the most charming places in Charm City. The arts
and entertainment district is packed with attractions within a halfmile of the hotel. Experience the vibe of our seasonal rooftop pool or
hang out at Oriole Park at Camden Yards and the National Aquarium,
or see shows and expos at The Baltimore Convention Center and
Royal Farms Arena.

Experience the FIRST Crowne Plaza in Baltimore – opening May 2018!

For business or leisure, enjoy the Radisson Baltimore DowntownInner Harbor as your “home away from home” in Baltimore.

Situated in the heart of the city, the Crowne Plaza Baltimore
Downtown – Inner Harbor is ideal for all of your meeting and event
needs. With 20,000 square feet of flexible meeting and event space,
on-site catering and AV services and valet parking, we provide the
perfect space.
Whether you are planning an all-staff meeting or a wedding
celebration, the Crowne Plaza Baltimore Downtown – Inner Harbor is
a customizable venue that can match your needs.

Reader Service Card #152
GroupTour.com
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Massachusetts
Nantucket

This “faraway isle” off Cape Cod is lost in time. Once the
“world whaling capital,” this 50-square-mile National Historic
Landmark is easy to explore. From cobblestone Main Street
to enchanted Sconset, from its architectural treasure chest to
high-brow shops, Nantucket provides a peerless holiday setting.
Aesthetic treasures aside, 80 miles of pristine beaches offer a
gentle and brisk surf and the full spectrum between.
“With copious collections of historical and cultural
landmarks, historic sites and museums, one can immerse in
history and lore, topping days off shopping, fishing, kayaking
or surfing,” said David Martin, president and CEO of Nantucket
Island Chamber of Commerce. “A wide repertoire of visitor
experiences for every age and pocketbook is on offer.”
Nantucket Island Chamber of Commerce
508-228-3643
nantucketchamber.org

DO

Nantucket Whaling
Museum, converted into
a museum in 1929 and
restored in 2005, features an
engaging exhibition space,
rooftop observation deck
overlooking the harbor, 46foot sperm whale skeleton
and a restored candle factory.
The museum has more than
20,000 artifacts including
scrimshaw, paintings and
whaling implements.
Nantucket Whaling
Museum
508-228-1894
nha.org

SEE

LEARN

The Nantucket Lightship
Basket Museum displays
a collection of distinctive
lightship baskets and
provides profiles about their
makers. The complexity of
this art form, which is unique
to Nantucket, is outlined.
Many baskets are available
to view along with weaving
tools.

During the 19th century,
ships without modern nautical
technology passed Nantucket
navigating intense storms,
dense fogs, strong currents
and treacherous shoals.
The Nantucket Shipwreck
& Lifesaving Museum
preserves the memories of
islanders who risked their lives
to save shipwrecked mariners.

Nantucket Lightship
Basket Museum
508-228-1177
nantucketlightship
basketmuseum.org

Nantucket Shipwreck &
Lifesaving Museum
508-228-2505
nantucketshipwreck.org/
shipwreck-lifesavingmuseum

SIP

A Nantucket building
cluster is home base to
Triple Eight Distillery,
Cisco Brewers and
Nantucket Vineyard. Cisco
Brewers creates great beers;
the adjacent distillery turns
out five vodkas, whiskey,
rum and gin. Nantucket
Vineyard crafts small-batch
wine varietals. There are
tasting rooms, but it’s best to
grab an outdoor table in the
biergarten-style courtyard.
Cisco Brewers
508-325-5929
ciscobrewers.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Nantucket, Mass.; Nantucket Whaling Museum, Nantucket, Mass.; Nantucket Lightship Basket Museum, Nantucket, Mass.; Nantucket Shipwreck & Lifesaving
Museum, Nantucket, Mass.; Cisco Brewers, Nantucket, Mass.; Photos: Nantucket Island Chamber of Commerce
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Hear powerful
stories at
Plimoth
Plantation
History comes alive in Plymouth at
the Plimoth Plantation.
Groups can witness history and
hear the powerful stories of two different cultures: the Wampanoag people
and the Colonial English community
in the 1600s.
A visit to Plimoth Plantation is selfguided, which allows groups to tour at
their own pace. Active participation is
encouraged at the plantation. Guests
can ask the staff questions about religion, education and child rearing to
get a better understanding as to what
life was like for both the Native and
English communities.
The Wampanoag Homesite, an outdoor living history exhibit, lets guests
witness how people lived and ate in
the 1600s. The staff at this site are all
Native people, not role-players.
The English Village is a re-creation
of a farming and maritime village that
the Pilgrims would have built and
lived in, and has people role-playing
the part of Pilgrims.
It is recommended that guests
wear comfortable shoes because there
will be climbing up stairs and plenty
of walking between the Wampanoag
Homesite, the Nye Barn and the 17th-

Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth, Mass., Photo: Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism

century village.
Allow for at least 2½ hours to visit
the plantation with an additional 45
minutes to see the Mayflower II. The
ship is currently going through a full
restoration for the 400th commemoration of Plymouth, but it will return to
the plantation in 2019.
Groups wanting to taste food from
the 17th century will get the opportunity at the Patuxet Café. Some of
the Colonial foods include Indian
pudding, a stuffed quahog, succotash
and cheesecake. Groups can also get
catered or box lunches.
Motorcoach parking is available at
the plantation. n

Plimoth Plantation
508-746-1622
plimoth.org

‣Minutes away from Plymouth
‣20 minute scenic train ride
through cranberry bogs and
marshlands
‣World famous chicken BBQ
‣Cranberry World museum
‣So much more to do: rides,
attractions, shopping!
For more info or to book your group contact Ann Stacey at
7 7 4 . 4 3 5 . 8 0 1 5 or by email: s a l e s @ e d a vil l e . co m
Reader Service Card #125

Reader Service Card #682
GroupTour.com
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Eat with
Off the
Beaten Path
Food Tours
Go on a foodie adventure with Off
the Beaten Path Food Tours in Boston.
“Our food tours are unique in
that we offer a lot of delicious food,
so come hungry,” said Lizzie Bell, cofounder of Off the Beaten Path Food
Tours. “The food is varied and can
range from an authentic gyro, to a flatbread pizza with local ingredients, to
maple fluff candy, to specialty spices,
to ethnic food like momo dumplings,
to locally made chocolate.”
The food tour experience is led by
a knowledgeable guide who shares
stories of the history of the neighborhood, while taking groups on a 90minute to three-hour tour that stops
at four to six places. Groups will get to
meet and talk to owners at some of the
food stops.
A food tour can consist of walking
1 to 2 miles, so comfortable shoes are
recommended.
Tours are currently offered in
Boston neighborhoods, but more
are being planned throughout Massachusetts. Off the Beaten Path Food
Tours run in Union Square, Davis
Square, Harvard Square and Jamaica
Plain.

Off the Beaten Path Food Tours, Somerville, Mass. Photo: Off the Beaten Path Food Tours

Off the Beaten Path Food Tours
can accommodate food preferences
and allergies with enough notice.
Stops on the tour usually have enough
options to offer something glutenfree, non-alcoholic or vegetarian, for
example.
Tickets for a food tour must be
purchased in advance. Groups of eight
or more should schedule a private tour
at least 48 hours in advance.
“We have lived in these neighborhoods for many years and have put
a lot of thought and love into these
tours to make them unique and

Reader Service Card #637
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interesting,” Bell said. “Each stop is
definitely a deliberate one, and we
take pride in sharing a varied group
of stops so that there's something for
everyone. We can't wait to see you in
the neighborhood and to go off the
beaten path together.”
Motorcoach parking is available
throughout Boston. Groups can be
dropped off and picked-up after the
tour. n
Off the Beaten Path Food Tours
offthebeatenpathfoodtours.com

massachusetts

Be part of living history at
Hancock Shaker Village
Explore the Shaker lifestyle, religion
and culture in Pittsfield at Hancock
Shaker Village.
“Stroll through more than four
acres of produce and medicinal herb
gardens which have been continuously
cultivated for 200 years,” said Maribeth
Cellana, communication manager at
Hancock Shaker Village. “Wonder at the
Round Stone Barn, an architectural icon
and the first and only Shaker barn of
its kind. Step inside 19 other preserved
buildings and admire Shaker design in
period set rooms filled with a premier
Shaker collection which includes 22,000
artifacts.”
Hancock Shaker Village is one of the
most authentic living history museums in America. The village preserves
750-acres of land, has 20 historic build-

ings, a café and a retail shop that sells
Shaker-inspired items. While visiting
the village, group members can have a
conversation with the knowledgeable
interpreters throughout the village and
ask questions.
“Hancock Shaker Village brings
the Shaker story to life,” Cellana said.
“Through this story, we promote appreciation of the aesthetics, beliefs,
achievement and controversies that
have defined the Shaker experience in
America. The values that the Shakers
embraced — equality, pacifism, community, responsible land stewardship,
innovation, sustainability, simplicity and
quality work — resonate today. Visit and
step back in time, forward in thought.”
Groups can experience the village
via a walking tour that lasts two hours.

Gardens, Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield, Mass.,
Photo: Hancock Shaker Village

Special group visits include Shaker
Supper & Song and the Historic Shaker
Garden Tour.
The Seeds Market Café serves Shaker-inspired and locally-sourced foods.
A private dining experience is an option
for groups with advance notice.
Free motorcoach parking is available. n
Hancock Shaker Village
413-443-0188, ext.100
hancockshakervillage.org

A GROUP PLANNER’S GUIDE TO THE BERKSHIRES
The Berkshires has become a
favored destination for groups of
every description. Our rich mix of
history, arts and culture, set amidst
the rolling Berkshire hills, ensures
that groups will have an outstanding
experience, no matter their interests.

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM:
Enjoy the world’s largest collection of
original Rockwell art and the work of
other illustrators. Always something new!
Group discounts. Rockwell’s Studio and
Terrace Café open seasonally. A must-see
destination open year-round.
Route 183 • Stockbridge, MA • 413.931.2221 • nrm.org

BENNINGTON POTTERS: Come see it
made, we offer free factory tours daily!
Handcrafted stoneware pottery since 1948,
minutes from the Berkshires. Meet the
potters, explore our rambling store & enjoy
our gardens. Groups welcome.
324 County Street, Bennington, VT
800-205-8033 • benningtonpotters.com

HILTON GARDEN INN – LENOX/
PITTSFIELD: We invite your group to our
award-winning hotel ranked in the Top 5%
of ALL HGI’s! Enjoy our 95 guestrooms,
comp policy, free parking, indoor heated
pool, fitness room, restaurant and lounge.
1032 South Street • Pittsfield, MA • 413-448-2222
LenoxPittsfield.HGI.com

SHAKESPEARE & COMPANY:
Come and celebrate our 41st season by
taking in a play, there is something for
everyone in their vibrant schedule of awardwinning professional theatre. Outdoor/
indoor theatres, picnicking & family-friendly
events. Competitive group discounts!
70 Kemble Street • Lenox, MA • 413.637.1199
shakespeare.org/buy-tickets/bring-a-group

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES – BERKSHIRES:
The only award winning Marriott in the
Berkshires welcomes groups! Ask how you
can earn Marriott Rewards. Complimentary
full, hot breakfast buffet, indoor heated
pool & spa, exercise room and free wi-fi.
249 Stockbridge Road • Great Barrington, MA
413.644.3200 • marriott.com/gbrfi

HISTORIC DEERFIELD: An authentic 18thcentury New England village of restored
museum houses with period architecture &
furnishings. Group discounts/experiences.
While here enjoy a meal at the Deerfield
Inn. Open daily mid April - December.
80 Old Main Street • Deerfield, MA
413.775.7214 • historic-deerfield.org

Visit berkshires.org to sign up for our Groups e-News
Reader Service Card #411
GroupTour.com
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New Hampshire

Canterbury, Franconia, Gorham and Mount Washington
New Hampshire flourished in the dawn of train travel
for tourism in the United States. The northern half of New
Hampshire had a variety of resorts, lakeside towns and
mountain towns calling visitors to enjoy and explore.
Besides all its beauty and natural assets, New Hampshire
offers a playground of fun with hiking and skiing trails.
The following itinerary ideas were provided by the New
Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism Development.
New Hampshire Division of
Travel & Tourism Development
visitnh.gov

VIEW

DO

SEE

Hop aboard the Cannon
Mountain Aerial Traway for
a ride to the top of Cannon
Mountain. The summit is
4,080 feet up and gives an
amazing bird’s-eye view of
the mountains of New York,
Canada, Maine, Vermont
and New Hampshire. At the
summit, riders will enjoy
views from the observation
decks.

Groups can get immersed
in the shaker lifestyle at
Canterbury Shaker Village.
The village’s historical setting
provides an up-close look at
the unique religious society
that was formed in the 18th
century. Get hands-on and
try out the variety of activities
that are available while
checking out the restored
buildings.

All aboard at the Mount
Washington Cog Railway.
Groups will experience
a three-hour journey on
the world’s first mountainclimbing cog railway train. Of
the three hours, 60 minutes
of it will be for exploration
at the summit, while taking
in the 360-degree views
of surrounding states, the
Atlantic Ocean and Canada.

Cannon Aerial
Mountian Tramway
603-823-8800
cannonmt.com

Canterbury Shaker Village
603-783-9077, ext. 284
shakers.org

Mount Washington
Cog Railway
800-922-8825
thecog.com

RIDE

Raft NH offers
summertime whitewater
rafting fun on rapids of
different classes (II, III and IV)
or year-round dog sledding
experiences. Groups can
meet the dogs, learn how
to harness and hitch a
team, and depending on
temperatures actually go on a
2-mile ride.
Raft NH
603-545-4533
raftnh.com

Top to bottom, left to right: North Conway, N.H., Photo: New Hampshire Division of Travel & Tourism Development; Cannon Mountain Aerial Tramway, Franconia, N.H., Photo: Cannon
Mountain Aerial Tramway; Canterbury Shaker Village, Canterbury, N.H., Photo: Canterbury Shaker Village; Mount Washington Cog Railway, Mount Washington, N.H., Photo: Mount
Washington Cog Railway; Whitewater rafting, Raft NH, Gorham, N.H., Photo: Raft NH
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Prohibition-era speakeasy, Omni Mount Washington Resort, Bretton Woods, N.H., Photo: Omni Mount Washington Resort

Have a luxurious stay at
Omni Mount Washington Resort
The Omni Mount Washington
Resort in Bretton Woods is one of
the grandest of grand hotels. It has
a royal pedigree owing to the 1908
marriage of owner Carolyn Foster
Stickney to Prince Lucinge of France,
and an enviable celebrity guest list
that includes Thomas Edison, Babe
Ruth, Joan Crawford and more recently, Justin Timberlake.
A luxury all-season resort located
in New Hampshire’s White Mountains,
Omni Mount Washington Resort is
an elaborate masterpiece of Spanish
Renaissance architecture — the vision of Pennsylvania Railroad tycoon
Joseph Stickney (Carolyn’s first husband), whose plans called for a steel
superstructure, heating system and
electric power plant. Opened in 1902, it
immediately became the favored New
England retreat of families, outdoor
enthusiasts and even presidents.
Today, visitors to the National
Historic Landmark can experience
the sumptuousness of plush guest
rooms and the pampering spa. The

resort is set against a picturesque
backdrop for a variety of activities,
including Nordic and alpine skiing, snowboarding, zip lining, sleigh
rides, horseback riding, rock climbing, trout fishing, and golfing.
Fine and casual dining includes
two Four Diamond dining rooms; the
new Stickney’s Restaurant, a pub and
steakhouse; and the renovated Cave,
an atmospheric former Prohibitionera speakeasy with stone walls and
arched brick ceilings.
Craig Clemmer, director of sales
and marketing at the resort, said
the perfect overnight visit includes
cocktails on the veranda at sunset,
followed by dinner in the Omni Bretton Arms Inn at Mount Washington,
and breakfast the next morning in
the hotel’s main dining room.
“If you are adventurous and have
the time, the Bretton Woods Canopy
Tour is a ‘bucket list’ must,” he said.
The resort offers discounted rates
for lodging and activities with advance purchase. A variety of options

are available for day-trip motorcoach
groups that include lunch, tea, cider,
or wine and cheese, paired with a
historic tour.
A minimum spend is required for
larger groups to take the tour. Motorcoach parking is available on the
resort’s 2,000-acre campus. n
Omni Mount Washington Resort
603-278-8970
omnihotels.com/hotels/brettonwoods-mount-washington

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

an

AMAZING ADVENTURE to the top

of NEW ENGLAND’S HIGHEST PEAK!
3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly biodiesel or steam trains
World’s 1st & only mtn-climbing cog RR east of Rockies!
• Free admission to the new Cog Railway Museum!
•
•

BASE STATION RD, MARSHFIELD STATION, NH
thecog.com 603-278-5404 OPEN MAY-NOV

Reader Service Card #529
GroupTour.com
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New Jersey

Harrison and Jersey City
Hudson County has one of the most ethnically diverse cities
on the planet and one of the most walkable cities in the country.
“Visit Hudson County, New Jersey, to experience awardwinning cuisine, diverse culture and the exciting vibe of the fastest
growing area in New Jersey,” said Peggy Kelly, director of tourism
marketing at Hudson County Cultural & Heritage Affairs/Tourism
Development. “Only 4.7 miles from the heart of Manhattan, with
spectacular views of the NYC skyline, direct ferry service to the
Statue of Liberty and over 30 top-quality hotels. Hudson County’s
location and affordability cannot be beat.”
Hudson County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development
201-459-2070
visithudson.org

DO

Mana Contemporary is
one of the largest and most
innovative contemporary art
organizations in the United
States. Art includes painting,
sculpture, photography, dance,
film, sound and performance.
Artists work alongside each
other in a forward-thinking
environment that fosters
experimentation, collaboration
and mutual inspiration. Take a
guided tour.
Mana Contemporary
201-604-2702
manacontemporary.com

SEE

Red Bull Arena is a
soccer-specific stadium in
Harrison that is home to
the New York Red Bulls of
Major League Soccer. The
state-of-the-art, 25,000-seat
stadium is located on the
waterfront in the Riverbend
District. The stadium features
a transparent partial roof
that protects fans from the
elements.
Red Bull Arena
877-727-6223
newyorkredbulls.com

EAT

Walk north along the
Hudson River to the Liberty
House Restaurant, where
visitors can enjoy a fantastic
lunch or dinner, and enjoy
the spectacular NYC skyline.
Observe the views while
enjoying farm-to-table cuisine
in an inviting space with
handcrafted decor, lavish
grounds and live music.
Liberty House Restaurant
201-395-0300
libertyhouserestaurant.com

WATCH

The Empty Sky 9/11
Memorial honors the
memory of those lost on
Sept. 11, 2001 and the
special place they called
home – New Jersey. The
memorial is dedicated to
the 749 people from New
Jersey that were lost that
day. The “empty sky” aspect
symbolizes the connection
between New Jersey and
Ground Zero.
Empty Sky 9/11 Memorial
201-915-3403
nj911memorial.org

Top to bottom: left to right: Photos: Liberty State Park, Jersey City, N.J., Photo: Hudson County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development; Mana Contemporary,
Jersey City, N.J., Photo: Emily Andrews of NYT; Red Bull Arena, Harrison, N.J., Photo: Hudson County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development; The Liberty House
Restaurant, Jersey City, N.J., Photo: Hudson County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development; Empty Sky 9/11 Memorial, Jersey City, N.J., Photo: Hudson County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs/Tourism Development
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We’re for groups

The Nine Muses by Carlos Dorrien,
Grounds for Sculpture, Hamilton

good times and great memories.
New Jersey’s diverse attractions range from exciting Atlantic City venues to
Princeton’s Ivy League charm, great daily-play golf courses to Cape May’s Victorian
grandeur. Add in over 50 local wineries, retro boardwalks, wild amusement parks and
tax-free shopping on clothing and shoes, and you’ll find everything you need to create
an unforgettable itinerary for your tour group. If you’re looking for designer labels or
historic battlefields, farm-to-table dining or sculpture gardens, it’s here for you—and
so close to New York City and Philadelphia, too!

Plan your group tours now!
View and download unique itineraries and discover other ideas
at visitnj.org/travel-agent-resources or call 609.292.4239 for assistance.
Reader Service Card #417

SPONSORED CONTENT

NEXT
STOP

Visit the New
Neighborhood
in Atlantic City

Steel Pier
Atlantic City
Take a ride on the 3rd largest Observation Wheel in the country standing 227 ft
tall, scaling over the beautiful Atlantic Ocean.
Enjoy spectacular views on a 15 minute
plus ride in one of our enclosed gondolas.
Packages are available with Casino and Non
Casino properties. With over 22 rides and
attractions we have something for all ages,
so book you next group outing with us.
Call 609-345-4893 ext. 108
or visit www.thewheelatsteelpier.com

Atlantic City is the East Coast’s original place
to play, with championship golf courses, world
renowned entertainment, vibrant nightlife, the latest
casino games and a shopper’s paradise with
discount outlet shopping. Experience Atlantic City
with an endless array of options. Visit the revitalized
north end of the Atlantic City Boardwalk where
there is something for everyone. It is the place to be!
Stop into Resorts Casino Hotel, which is
celebrating its 40th anniversary and has completed
over $100 million in renovations. Resorts is
also home to the innovative Jimmy Buffett’s
Margaritaville entertainment complex, which

Jimmy Buffett’s
Margaritaville
and LandShark
Bar & Grill
Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville and LandShark Bar & Grill are located on the beach
and boardwalk at Resorts Casino Hotel. Our
group events are an opportunity for your
guests to step out of their daily routine and
into an island adventure, if only for a short
time. Every element of your tropical escape
is complete…the only thing you need to bring
is your group.
609-441-4100/609-441-4120
margaritavilleatlanticcity.com
atlanticcity.landsharkbarandgrill.com
sales@margaritavilleatlanticcity.com
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Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino
Atlantic City
The stage is set for Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino Atlantic City. Prepare for legendary
entertainment, 2,100 dynamic slots and 120
exciting table games. Indulge in our signature
restaurants, relax at the Rock Spa, or take in
sweeping ocean views in our guest rooms.
Also enjoy exclusive hotel offerings like The
Sound of Your Stay music program, giving
guests the chance to check out complimentary Fender guitars.
Visit www.hardrockhotelatlanticcity.com,
follow us on Facebook and add
@HardRockHCAC on Instagram, Twitter,
and Snapchat.
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transforms it into a destination appealing to
visitors yearning for an island adventure or
wishing to sip a frozen cocktail while digging their
toes into the sand at LandShark Bar and Grill.
A few steps across the wooden way is the
world-famous Steel Pier, which sits 1,000
feet over the Atlantic Ocean. Ride the newest
attraction, The Wheel, which is the third largest
in the U.S. and stands 220 feet high with 40
climate-controlled gondolas. The attraction will
offer riders sweeping views of the Atlantic City
skyline. With thrilling rides and breathtaking
helicopter tours, everyone can join in on the fun.

Next stop, the Showboat Hotel welcomes
a new generation of visitors, even those furry
friends! The newest venue, the Bourbon Room,
boasts events and a stellar entertainment lineup
with intimate seating.
On this end of the Boardwalk visit Atlantic
City’s newest brand, Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino, which will open June 28. Get ready
to rock! This property will be AC’s go-to
entertainment destination with a dynamic
inventory of games, first-class restaurants, worldclass musicians, sporting events, conferences
and shows.

Showboat
Hotel

Resorts
Atlantic City

From plush suites to prime surfing, Showboat AC has It! An icon on the Boardwalk for
21 years, the Showboat Atlantic City is back
and better than ever. This much-loved landmark hotel welcomes a new generation of
visitors with 872 spacious guest rooms and
suites, delicious dining in three Showboat
AC restaurants, and easy access to Atlantic
City’s best attractions, world-class casinos,
local wineries and must-see sights.

Come for the day or an overnight stay!
Enjoy the hottest slots and table games,
Atlantic City’s largest standard rooms,
exceptional dining, retail shopping and great
entertainment! The fun is here at Resorts
Casino Hotel in Atlantic City! Visit Jimmy
Buffett’s Margaritaville entertainment complex
featuring a year-round LandShark Bar & Grill
on the beach, Margaritaville restaurant just
off the casino floor, retail shops, the famous
Atlantic City boardwalk & more.

The East Coast’s original place to play!
Championship golf courses, world renowned
entertainment, vibrant nightlife, the latest
casino games and a shopper’s paradise
with discount outlet shopping. Experience
Atlantic City with an endless array of options.
We offer complete Atlantic City information
and knowledgeable staff to assist you. Tour
Atlantic City is committed to making every
visit a memorable experience. After all, it’s
about the stories and Atlantic City has many
to share with visitors of all ages.

Meg Lewis
609-340-7715
mlewis@resortsac.com

609-449-7151
hcolache@meetac.com
www.touratlanticcity.com

sales@showboathotelac.com

Reader Service Card #154

Atlantic City
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iPlay America hosts
indoor entertainment
Groups, get ready for a day of fun
at iPlay America in Freehold. Play
games, hop on a ride or two and just
take in a few hours of laughs.
“Here at iPlay America we offer
an experience like no other facility
in the area,” said Jessica Schwartz,
vice president of sales and marketing
at iPlay America. “We have tons of
rides, games and attractions, amazing boardwalk food, candy store, full
restaurant on property and more.”
The indoor entertainment center
covers several acres.
“In the park we have over 250
arcade games, a two-level laser tag
arena, go-kart track, indoor spinning
coaster, high and low ropes courses,
70
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Go karts, iPlay America, Freehold, N.J., Photo: iPlay America

mini bowling, 4-D theater, indoor
boardwalk with food and midway
games, plus an array of other rides
and attractions for groups to enjoy,”
Schwartz said.
iPlay America has three basic
group packages that cater to different
age groups. Group visits last about
four hours.
Whether a full meal is on the
group’s agenda, a slice of boardwalkstyle pizza or a quick boardwalk
snack like nachos or cotton candy,
there are plenty of eatery options at
iPlay America.
iPlay After Dark is offered every
Friday at 9 p.m., and adds live music,
games and drink specials to an already

fun place for visitors ages 21 and up.
Schwarz recommended booking a
group visit as soon as possible in order
to guarantee date availability.
Motorcoach parking is available at
iPlay America.
“Our staff is here to assist in any
way possible from beginning to
end, our meticulously clean facility is four acres of fun, our food
options cater to everyone and you
never have to worry about parking,”
Schwarz said. n
iPlay America
732-577-8200
iplayamerica.com

Reader Service Card #441
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New York
Dutchess County

Nestled in the heart of the Hudson Valley, Dutchess County
is ideally located along the banks of the majestic Hudson River
with stunning views of the Catskill Mountains.
The region’s natural scenic beauty launched America’s first
art movement, the Hudson River School. It’s home to numerous
historic mansions, including the Home of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt National Historic Site.
Dutchess County enjoys an abundant culinary arts scene of
farm-to-table restaurants, farm markets and a craft beverage trail
of award-winning wineries, breweries and distilleries. Visitors are
invited to experience a day or three of relaxation, exploration
and inspiration.
Dutchess Tourism
845-463-4000
dutchesstourism.com

TASTE

Crown Maple’s 800
acres of natural scenic beauty
in Dover Plains provide the
perfect backdrop to tour its
sustainable sugarhouse, built
to be the world’s largest.
Taste certified organic maple
syrup, including Bourbon
Barrel-Aged maple syrup.
Enjoy lunch made with
ingredients grown locally and
shop for artisan products to
take home.
Crown Maple Estate
845-877-0640
crownmaple.com

STROLL

DISCOVER

Stroll through Innisfree
Garden in Millbrook. The
exquisite historic garden
combines modern design
landscape and delightful
Asian “cup” gardens. It has
rare plants and flowers and a
shimmering lake. Recognized
as one of “world’s 10 best
gardens,” the garden is a
sublime composition of rock,
water, wood and sky. Guided
and self-guided tours are
available.

Explore the handmade
castle and home of artists
Toni Wing and her late
husband, Peter Wing.
Featured on HGTV’s
Extreme Homes and
American Pickers, Wing’s
Castle is filled with military
memorabilia, old machinery,
carousel horses, artifacts
and collectibles from around
the globe. Amazing views
are framed by giant stones
discovered on the property.

Innisfree Garden
845-677-8000
innisfreegarden.org

Wing’s Castle
845-677-9085
wingscastle.com

SIP

A visit to Hudson Valley’s
first vinifera vineyard,
Milbrook Vineyards
& Winery, includes an
experiential tour and
samplings of its awardwinning wines complete with
an I Love NY commemorative
wine glass to take home. The
winery in Millbrook offers
local cafe food, stunning
views and relaxing outdoor
seating.
Millbrook Vineyards
& Winery
800-662-9463
millwine.com

Top to bottom: left to right: Catskill Mountains, Dutchess County, N.Y., Photo: Michael Coluccio; Crown Maple Estate, Dover Plains, N.Y., Photo: Dutchess Tourism; Innisfree Garden,
Millbrook, N.Y., Photo: Dutchess Tourism; Wing’s Castle, Millbrook, N.Y., Photo: Dutchess Tourism; Millbrook Vineyards & Winery, Millbrook, N.Y., Photo: Dutchess Tourism
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Jet boat tour, Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours, Lewiston, N.Y. , Photo: Alex Eddie

Hang on for thrills with
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours
The only thing for groups to do
while on a Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours
adventure in the Niagara Falls gorge
is to hold on tight and enjoy the ride.
Over the past 12,000 years, the
turbulent currents from Niagara Falls
have carved out a 7-mile gorge, which
is the water playground for Whirlpool
Jet Boat Tours’ fleet of eight boats.
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours treat groups
to the exhilarating thrill of white water
rafting with no paddling or experience
necessary.
“Our jet boats hold 48 to 54 passengers and are much larger than
whitewater rafts, so the entire group

can experience the tour together,” said
Jessica DiCarlantonio, group sales and
marketing director at Whirlpool Jet
Boat Tours.
The fully guided tour starts on the
lower Niagara River into the Niagara
Gorge in a wet jet or jet dome (dry
trip) going 55 miles per hour.
“We then take groups up to the famous Niagara whirlpool and through
the class V ‘Devil’s Hole’ rapids,”
DiCarlantonio said. “Sights along
the way include the enormous U.S.
and Canadian power plants, Brock's
Monument, Fort George and Fort
Niagara.”

Groups’ safety is ensured in the
hands of the highly-trained staff who
operate the boats with triple turbo
diesel waterjet systems, a design that
is incredibly reliable and safe, but also
delivers a fun and exhilarating ride.
After an hour on the water, groups
can change their clothing and view
their trip highlight video in the River
Shop. Those who worked up an appetite will want to stop at Water Street
Landing, a restaurant overlooking the
Niagara River.
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours has a
large parking lot, with complimentary
motorcoach parking. The tour season
operates from April to October. n
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours
888-438-4444
whirlpooljet.com

Reader Service Card #155
GroupTour.com
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Meet New York City in
a fun way with THE RIDE
Observe and interact with New
York City in a way groups can only do
with THE RIDE.
“The fact we are an ‘only-in-NewYork-City’ experience makes us a gem,”
said Janelle Garcia, senior sales associate for THE RIDE. “We are a mobile
entertainment experience on the streets
of New York City. Our bus features
stadium-style elevated seats facing floor
to ceiling windows, along with 3,000
LED lights, 40 flat screen monitors
and surround sound for audio effects,
(which) makes us one-of-a-kind.”
Three different experiences are
offered: THE TOUR, THE RIDE and
THE DOWNTOWN EXPERIENCE.
THE RIDE is 75 minutes of interactive entertainment that highlights
midtown Manhattan while covering his74

tory, landmarks, and fun facts and trivia.
THE TOUR is a 90-minute excursion
that goes through 10 neighborhoods,
giving riders the opportunity to see over
50 sights while discovering the past.
THE DOWNTOWN EXPERIENCE is a 90-minute ride that goes
through downtown Manhattan’s notable neighborhoods, and is enhanced
with virtual reality to put a whole new
spin on the trip.
The typical guest experience
includes live entertainment both onboard the bus and on the streets.
“Guests enjoy everything onboard,
from trivia to karaoke, to viewing
five to seven live street performances
per show,” Garcia said. “Professional
singers, dancers and comedians paired
with unsuspecting passers-by show

THE RIDE, New York, N.Y. , Photo: THE RIDE

guests a dazzling side of New York
City that can’t be experienced anywhere else.”
THE RIDE has special seasonal
experiences including the fall-time
THE RIDE in Masquerade, and the
holiday-themed experience during
Christmastime.
THE RIDE offers group rates.
Private groups charters that last for 75
minutes are offerred; Garcia recommends scheduling them at least two
weeks in advance.
Private charters can be customized
for groups, with alcohol and light
refreshments as add-on options. n
The RIDE
646-661-7699, ext. 142
experiencetheride.com
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Pennsylvania
Philadelphia

This exploration beckons visitors to follow Benjamin Franklin
through the streets of his adopted city. In Philadelphia, he
invented many institutions and products still in use today and
later generations have created many attractions that honor his
legacy. The itinerary starts at the newly renovated Benjamin
Franklin Museum, full of Franklin’s possessions and inventions.
Interactive games help visitors better understand one of
history’s most prolific men.
Visit Philadelphia provided these itinerary builder ideas for
groups visiting the Philadelphia area.
Visit Philadelphia
215-636-3300
visitphilly.com

SEE

DO

At the Benjamin Franklin
Museum, groups will get
an overview of Franklin’s
personality, lifestyle and
contributions. Step out to
Franklin Court to admire the
Ghost Structure that outlines
the place where his house
once stood. The museum
offers videos, interactive
exhibits and artifacts.

Visit the place where
Franklin and his family
attended services. Sit in
Pew 70 to get his visual
perspective on the inside of
Christ Church, where he
baptized his children and
supervised several lotteries to
finance the tower and steeple.
A few blocks away is the
Christ Church Burial Ground.

Benjamin Franklin Museum
215-965-2305
nps.gov/inde

Christ Church and Christ
Church Burial Ground
215-922-1695
christchurchphila.org

EAT

For dinner, head to the
Moshulu, a fully restored,
four-masted sailing ship,
berthed at Penn’s Landing
on the Delaware River. While
enjoying the breathtaking
views and delicious fare,
imagine what it must have
been like for Franklin to arrive
in Philadelphia as a 17-yearold runaway apprentice from
Boston.
Moshulu
215-923-2500
moshulu.com

TASTE

Savor some handmade
Franklin Ice Cream at oldfashioned The Franklin
Fountain, where owners have
declared that their Franklin
Mint Chip (white peppermint
ice cream swirled with green
crème de menthe and dark
chocolate chunks) would
have satisfied the diplomat’s
desire for world peace.
The Franklin Fountain
215-627-1899
franklinfountain.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: J. Fusco for Visit Philadelphia; Benjamin Franklin Museum, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: J. Fusco for Visit Philadelphia; Christ Church, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: M. Kennedy for Visit Philadelphia; Moshulu, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: J. Fusco for Visit Philadelphia; The Franklin Fountain, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: Visit Philadelphia
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Get inside history at
Eastern State Penitentiary
Walk the same halls that notorious
criminals did in the past at Eastern
State Penitentiary in Philadelphia.
In its day, the penitentiary was the
most famous and expensive prison in
the world. It was known for its strict
discipline as well as its architecture.
“As soon as groups arrive at Eastern State Penitentiary, with its 30-foot
stone walls wrapping around an entire
city block, the tone is set for a unique
museum experience,” said Francine
Schiffman, senior specialist of group
sales and guest support at Eastern
State Penitentiary. “Visitors are
fascinated hearing the stories of the
inmates and guards who once called
Eastern State home.”
The prison can be experienced

Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: Eastern State Penitentiary

through a guided tour that is led by
staff who will share history and stories
and answer questions.
“Groups especially enjoy exploring
the site of the doomed 1945 tunnel
escape and peering into the lavish
cell of famous mobster Al ‘Scarface’
Capone,” Schiffman said. “We even
offer a specialty private tour focusing
on the Prohibition era, which culminates with a 1920s-style cocktail at Al
Capone's cell.”
Hands-On History is an interactive
option that groups can experience.
The interactive experiences last about
five minutes (a few take longer) and
take place throughout the facility. An
example of an activity includes how to
open a prison cell.

A group visit consists of a guided
tour that lasts about one hour, but
groups should plan for an additional
30–60 minutes for exploration time
since there is more to see. If planning
for extra time during the visit, groups
can tour the newly restored hospital
wing, view artist installations or see
the “Prisons Today: Questions in the
Age of Mass Incarceration” exhibit.
The penitentiary staff does its best
to accommodate last-minute requests
but would prefer that reservations for
a group visit be made at least three
weeks in advance. n
Eastern State Penitentiary
215-236-3300
easternstate.org
GroupTour.com
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Rhode Island
Newport

Anchors aweigh! Experience Newport’s seafaring past
and present. Newport earned its reputation as a prosperous
seafaring city during the Colonial era when it was one of the
five largest ports in North America. Today, the city’s legacy lives
on, as the fishing industry continues to have a large presence
throughout Newport Harbor and the Ocean State.
Discover Newport provided these itinerary builder ideas.
Discover Newport
800-326-6030
discovernewport.org

DO

Located in the heart of
historic Newport, the Marina
at Brown & Howard Wharf
offers amazing views. Take
in the scenery while savoring
a local seafood dish. The
area offers an array of
trendy restaurants, galleries,
museums, boutique shopping
and sightseeing attractions.
The Marina at Brown
& Howard Wharf
401-846-5100
brownandhoward
marina.com

SEE

Visitors come to
Bannister’s Wharf for the
ambiance. When it was
originally built, the shops
were for buying necessities.
Today, there is a combiniation
of shops and galleries
selling a diverse selection of
niceties. Save time to grab
dinner at the Clarke Cooke
House restaurant.
Bannister’s Wharf
401-846-4500
bannistersnewport.com

EAT

The brick facades, granite
quays and 18th-century
commercial buildings at
Bowen’s Wharf bring visitors
back to Newport’s beginnings
as a thriving seaport. Visitors
will find a variety of shopping
and casual and fine dning
restaurants, as well as
galleries.
Bowen’s Wharf
401-849-2243
bowenswharf.com

SIP

Visit State Pier No.
9, the only state-owned
commercial fishing dock in
Newport Harbor and home
to nearly 60 full-time fishing
vessels. Here the group will
experience the everyday
life of a shipyard and the
personalities that make it
unique. Save time to get out
on the water, too.
Discover Newport
800-326-6030
discovernewport.org

Top to bottom, left to right: Newport Rhode Island, The Marina at Brown & Howard Wharf, Newport, R.I.; Bannister’s Wharf, Newport, R.I.; Bowen’s Wharf, Newport, R.I.;
Newport Harbor, Newport, R.I.; Photos: Discover Newport
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Both photos: Block Island, Pond and Beyond Kayak, Block
Island, R.I., Photo: Pond and Beyond Kayak

Christmas at the
®

Paddle the calm waters
with Pond & Beyond Kayak
Visitors looking for a calm water experience should look no further. Pond
and Beyond Kayak offers up the chance
for people to take kayaks out in The
Great Salt Pond on Block Island.
“The Great Salt Pond on Block Island is approximately 900 acres,” said
Corrie Heinz, owner and operator of
Pond and Beyond Kayak. “This pond
offers many areas for safe and fun
kayaking. Visitors enjoy the relatively
undeveloped areas of the quiet inner
ponds away from boat traffic. The waters are calm and shallow and home to
various creatures to observe, including
crabs, birds and small fishes.”
There are several tour options
available depending on what groups
are looking to experience. Tours
include: Eco-Tour, Fun Fridays, Full
Moon Kayak, Sunset Kayak and the
Sunrise Tour. An adventure can even
be custom built and can accommodate
groups up to 30 kayakers.
“I recommend all the tours but the
most popular is the two-hour EcoTour,” Heinz said. “This tour offers a
little bit of info on everything from
living on an island to ecology and conservation. And everything in between.”
The Eco-Tour is the perfect oppor-

tunity for people to observe flora and
fauna, and to learn more about aquaculture and environmental issues. On
this tour, visitors can also expect to
learn about island life, kayak through
a mooring field and experience a fiddler crab colony.
Groups looking for more to do
than just kayaking can also take in a
shoreline exploration tour, which includes a short hike and basic snorkeling along with kayaking.
Not interested in a guided tour?
Pond and Beyond Kayak offers kayak
rentals and basic kayak instruction.
Visitors also can take the opportunity
to go hiking and bird-watching while
on the island.
Pond and Beyond Kayaking is suitable for people of all ages and abilities.
Motorcoach parking is available
on the mainland. Groups must take
a ferry from the mainland to Block
Island. n
Pond and Beyond Kayak
401-578-2773
pondandbeyondkayak.com

The Breakers

See these Gilded
Age mansions
dressed in their
holiday best!
November 17 –
January 1, 2019
Newport, Rhode Island

NewportMansions.org

Groups@NewportMansions.org
Reader Service Card #321
GroupTour.com
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Washington, D.C.
Experience the African-American history, heritage,
culture and entertainment that can be found throughout the
Washington, D.C., area with this itinerary planner.
If time permits, other places to visit include the National Mall,
the Lincoln Memorial (has an engraving memorializing the place
Dr. King stood while delivering his “I Have a Dream” speech,
The Howard Theatre, the Metropolitan AME Church, the African
American Civil War Memorial, Lincoln Theatre, the Frederick
Douglass National Historic Site, the Anacostia Community Museum and the Atlas Performing Arts Center.
These itinerary ideas appear courtesy of washington.org.
Find this and additional trip-planning resources on Destination
DC’s website.
Destination DC
202-789-7000
washington.org

SEE

The Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial was designed
as a lasting tribute to Dr.
King’s legacy and will forever
serve as a monument to the
freedom, opportunity and
justice for which he stood. It
is the first federal memorial to
honor a man of color and a
non-president.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial
202-426-6841
nps.gov/mlkm

DO

LISTEN

A powerful, history-making
museum, National Museum
of African American
History & Culture, focuses
on understanding history
through the viewpoint of the
African-American experience.
The museum features
collections documenting art,
history and culture, covering
artifacts from the African
Diaspora to present day.

Head to Georgetown
for an evening at Blues
Alley, the world’s longestrunning jazz supper club.
Recognized as the nation’s
oldest jazz super club, it has
an ambience of jazz clubs
from the 1920s and 1930s.
Groups can experience
authentic Creole cuisine,
steak and seafood dishes
while listening to music.

National Museum of
African American
History & Culture
202-633-1000
nmaahc.si.edu

Blues Alley Jazz
202-337-4141
bluesalley.com

TOUR

The National Air and
Space Museum pays
tribute to African-American
achievements with its
permanent exhibition, “Black
Wings: The American Black
in Aviation.” Topic areas on
display within the exhibit
include Headwinds, Tuskegee
Airmen and the Modern Era.
National Air and Space
Museum
202-633-2214
airandspace.si.edu

Top to bottom: left to right: African American Civil War Memorial, Washington, D.C., Photo: Washington.org; Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, Washington D.C., Photo: Washington.org;
National Museum of African American History & Culture, Washington, D.C., Photo: Alan Karchmer; Blues Alley, Washington, D.C., Photo: Blues Alley; Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall,
National Air and Space Museum, Washington, D.C., Photo: Smithsonian Institution
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International Spy Museum, Washington, D.C., Photo: International Spy Museum

Go on a mission at International Spy Museum
tional Spy Museum shares the largest
collection of artifacts that have been
on display for the public to see. These
artifacts bring to life the people and
techniques behind some of history’s
most influential espionage actions.
The Operation Spy adventure is
a popular activity for visitors. It puts
them in the driver’s seat and allows
them to work with others to find out
who stole a trigger device and who
was involved.
“Not only do the adults enjoy
the interactive features and thrilling artifacts in the museum, but it’s a

special opportunity for them to learn
the secrets behind some of the news
and excitement they’ve actually lived
through,” Bran said.
The International Spy Museum is
planning to move into its new location
in the spring of 2019.
Visit GoDCGo.com for parking
and transportation information. n
International Spy Museum
202-654-2844
spymuseum.org

John Tlumacki/The Boston Globe

Groups can go down the path of
espionage, secrecy and mystery in
Washington, D.C., and learn how spies
have played a role in the country’s
history.
Through interactive exhibits and
hands-on components, visitors adopt
a cover, break codes, identify disguised spies and become the subjects
of covert surveillance.
“One of the favorite spots in the International Spy Museum is the School
for Spies area where many of the spy
gadgets and tools are shown,” said Aliza Bran, public relations and marketing coordinator for the museum. “The
museum features the largest collection
of international espionage artifacts
ever placed on public display — so
amongst the selection of weapons,
bugs, cameras, vehicles, and technologies, there are incredible pieces like a
one-shot Soviet lipstick pistol from the
1960s, a 240-year-old letter written by
General George Washington setting
up America’s the first spy network,
and a shoe with heel transmitters used
by the Romanians from the 1960s to
the 1970s, among others.”
Open since July 2002, the Interna-

Now Open
Explore headline-making FBI
cases and learn how the bureau is
fighting terrorism and cybercrime.

NEWSEUM.ORG
555 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Ontario
Thunder Bay

Located in the heart of the Canadian Shield, Thunder Bay
is often a surprise for those unfamiliar with the area. Visitors
don’t expect to find the strong farming community and farmto-table culture in Thunder Bay. Discover the breadth of what
is produced in the area by visiting local farms and farmers
markets, and then taste the delights at one of the many local
eateries that use locally-produced ingredients.
The City of Thunder Bay provided these itinerary builder ideas.
City of Thunder Bay
807-625-2230
thunderbay.ca

DINE

End the busy day of
touring with dinner at Bight
Restaurant & Bar in the
newly developed Water
Pavilion at Prince Arthur’s
Landing. This fine, yet casual
dining experience offers
visitors the chance to taste
locally produced foods while
basking in the views of Lake
Superior through the Thunder
Bay waterfront.
Bight Restaurant & Bar
807-622-4448
bightrestaurant.ca

SEE

Tour the Thunder Oak
Cheese Farm and sample
the various Dutch cheeses,
milk and yogurt products
being made right in Thunder
Bay. It was the first farm in
Ontario to produce Gouda
cheese. Visitors experience
the Dutch cheesemaking
tradition and can purchase
Gouda in 13 different flavors.
Thunder Oak Cheese Farm
807-628-0175
cheesefarm.ca

DO

EAT

On Wednesday evenings
and Saturday mornings,
check out the Thunder Bay
Country Market to visit
dozens of farmers, producers,
artisans and distributors of
local products at the same
time and under one roof.
From meat and produce,
to coffee and deserts, the
market has a great selection
of products to purchase.

Be sure to swing by
the Chocolate Cow store
to satisfy that sweet tooth
and watch as the chocolate
is shaped and formed.
Everything is handmade
and made in small batches
to guarantee the freshness
and quality. The selection
of chocolate treats include
sweets like truffles, fudge and
caramels.

Thunder Bay
Country Market
807-622-1406
thunderbaycountry
market.com

Chocolate Cow
807-623-2628
chocolatecow.net

Top to bottom, left to right: Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Destination Ontario; Bight Restaurant & Bar, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Bight Restaurant & Bar; Thunder
Oak Cheese Farm, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, Photo: City of Thunder Bay; Thunder Bay Country Market, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Thunder Bay Country Market;
Chocolate Cow, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, Photo: City of Thunder Bay
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All Photos: Scenic Caves Nature Adventures, Blue Mountains, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Scenic Caves Nature Adventures

Explore the great outdoors with
Scenic Caves Nature Adventures
Capture scenic views while going on an adventure at Scenic Caves
Nature Adventures in Ontario.
“Scenic Caves Nature Adventures is
an award-winning, nationally designated Canadian Tourism Commission
Canadian Signature Experience as well
as an Ontario Signature Experience,”
said Linda Service, vice president of
marketing and business development
of Scenic Caves Nature Adventures.
Open year-round, the facility
offers a variety of activities. Groups
can explore caves that are millions of
years old, zoom across a zip line or
take advantage of winter activities like
snowshoeing or cross-country skiing.
The property for Scenic Caves
Nature Adventures is located at the
highest point of the Niagara Escarpment, in one of Canada’s designated
UNESCO biosphere reserves. The
property is special because of its 450
million years of natural and cultural
history, as well as its geology.

“The self-guided tour of caves, caverns and crevasses fascinates adults,”
Service said. “The labyrinth of the
underworld was inhabited hundreds
of years ago by Paleo-Indian hunters,
the Huron-Petun First Nation peoples,
Champlain and the Jesuits. Signage
explains some of the history and intriguing spiritual legends.”
One popular group activity is the
Eco Adventure Tour.
“The three-hour guided Eco Adventure Tour offers a ‘squirrel’s-eye
view’ of this biologically diverse ecology,” Service said. “Clipped by safety
lines, the journey leads guests 60 feet
up into the treetop canopy along a
series of airborne walkways strung
between a web of platform decks.
Flying like a bird, you glide down a
300-foot forest zip line, explore the
caves and caverns, then finish with a
1,000-foot zip line from the top of the
escarpment.”
Closed-toe and closed-back shoes

or hiking boots are required for the
cave adventures. Admission to the
park is for the whole day with in-andout privileges.
Group rates are available for all
activities. Motorcoach parking is available in the main parking area. n
Scenic Caves Nature Adventures
705-446-0256
sceniccaves.com
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Stratford
FOOD AND CULTURE RULE
IN SOUTHWEST ONTARIO

By Steph Lulofs

«

Stratford, renowned for its lively arts
scene, lies along the Avon River in
southwestern Ontario.

“If you love food,
beauty and culture,
Stratford is the
place for you,”said

Cathy Rehberg, marketing manager for
The Stratford Tourism Alliance. “You
know us for the Stratford Festival, and
we invite you to explore all our hidden
gems. Savor delicious morsels on the
chocolate trail or take a cooking class
and sample flights of craft brews.”
While enjoying the area’s range of
cultural activities, groups can get inspired by nature, among other things.
“Stretch your legs by enjoying the
beauty of our parks and gardens,”
Rehberg said. “And browse the array of
quality boutiques for unexpected finds.
Or stretch your mind at museums, independent book shops and stimulating
talks. Let us surprise you with something new and exciting in Stratford.”

Everything is
better with food
Delight in flavorful culinary options
in Stratford. Grab a quick breakfast. Enjoy lunch or dinner at one of
Stratford’s many fine or casual dining
establishments. Stop for a drink at one
of the local pubs.
84
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Stratford Chefs School,
Stratford, Ontario, Canada

“Explore the Chocolate Trail, a selfguided tour to our world-famous confectioners, bakers and food purveyors,”
Rehberg said. “Choose six of 27 stops
and indulge any time of the year.”
Besides the Chocolate Trail, the area
has a Bacon & Ale Trail as well as other
seasonal trails and culinary adventures.
Serving 17 varieties of pies and
other homemade treats, Anna Mae’s

Bakery & Restaurant will help please a
sweet tooth. Or make a stop into Junction 56 for a taste of vodka, moonshine or other liqueur products. The
craft distillery offers tours as well.
Groups seeking a more hands-on
approach to food can take a class at
Stratford Chefs School. Workshops are
designed to help home cooks improve
their skills and techniques.

Explore
cultural
variety
History, art and music all play a role
in what makes Stratford known for its
culture.
“Don’t miss the Stratford Perth
Museum, where the first Justin Bieber
exhibit, “Steps to Stardom,” is revealed along with an exclusive Harper
Lee exhibit, created especially for
Stratford that celebrates the life of the
author and tells the story of To Kill a
Mockingbird,” Rehberg said.

Stratford Festival, Stratford, Ontario, Canada

Photos: The Stratford Tourism Alliance

Stratford, Ontario, Canada

Beer tasting, Stratford, Ontario, Canada

Stratford Festival,
Stratford, Ontario, Canada

Downtown Stratford,
Stratford, Ontario, Canada

The Stratford Festival is packed full
of theater fun. The 2018 season runs
through Nov. 4 and features 12 plays.
Experience theater magic by taking a
tour of the costume warehouse for a
close look at costumes and props or
take the backstage tour to see how a
show at the festival is put on. Guided
tours of the landscaped grounds are
an option too.
Depending on the time of year, The
Stratford Concert Band, The Stratford
Symphony Orchestra or the Stratford
Concert Choir could be putting on a
performance. In the summer, there is
a multi-week music festival, the Stratford Summer Music, that takes place
and features over 350 artists in both
indoor and outdoor venues.
Save time to make a visit to Gallery Stratford, one of Ontario’s longest
operating public galleries. The gallery
offers contemporary visual arts as well
as an outdoor parkland decorated with
sculptures. n
The Stratford Tourism Alliance
800-561-7926
visitstratford.ca
GroupTour.com
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Hear rich history at Bell Homestead
Visit the home where communication history was made in 1874 at the
Bell Homestead in Brantford.
“Group visits to the Bell Homestead include an introduction to the
site and its history provided by museum staff,” said Brian Wood, curator
for Bell Homestead. “Self-guided tours
of the Bell family’s 1870s restored
home, in which Alexander Graham
Bell invented the telephone, and the
Henderson Home — Canada’s first
telephone business office — provide
a glimpse into early telephone operations in Canada.”
It was at the homestead where
Alexander Graham Bell discovered
the basic principle of the telephone.
Bell’s home was known as The Melville House, and it is one of the oldest
homes in Ontario.
The homestead, located on 10

acres of wooded grounds, consists of
three restored buildings that contain
a collection of artifacts and original
furniture from the Bell family, as
well as period-style perennial and
herb gardens.
The staff suggests groups plan for
at least one hour to visit. Tours of
the different buildings are self-guided, but groups have several opportunities to speak with costumed staff
about artifacts they are seeing, and
hear the stories and histories of the
people that lived in the buildings.
“Visitors truly enjoy their experience of the Bell’s home, with
almost 90 percent of the furnishings
being original family pieces,” Wood
said. “Our exhibit of telephones is a
highlight, as well as people reminiscing about the telephones they used in
their homes.”

Melville House, Bell Homestead, Brantford, Ontario,
Canada, Photo: Bell Homestead National Historic Site

The homestead has an on-site cafe
along with an outdoor picnic area.
Motorcoach parking is available. n
Bell Homestead National Historic Site
519-756-6220
bellhomestead.ca

THE BIG APPLE A Uniquely Canadian Landmark!
A Pie Factory & Bakery with viewing area - watch as our famous home-made pies
and breads are made right before your eyes!
A Smokehouse Restaurant with on-site BBQ smokers.
NO PRE-BOOKING
Unique, Country Gift Shop and a Cider Brewery featuring
REQUIRED!
several exquisite flavours & FREE SAMPLING!
A quick & convenient stop, right off the main highway!
Fresh, clean restrooms easily accommodate large groups!
Inquire about our Drivers’ & Tour Guides’ incentives!

www.thebigapple.ca
905.355.2574

262 Orchard Drive
Colborne, Ontario • Canada

FREE ADMISSION!
AMPLE PARKING!

Conveniently located between
Toronto and Kingston off
Highway 401 at Exit #497
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TORONTO

THEATRE

THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

NOW BOOKING UNTIL JAN 20, 2019
Royal Alexandra Theatre

Clown Fish, Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada, Toronto, Ontario, Photo: Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada, Toronto, Ontario

Explore aquatic life at
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
Take an underwater adventure,
while staying dry, at Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada. Get immersed and
discover over 20,000 aquatic animals
in one place in Toronto.
“Explore the Waters of the World
with 20,000 animals and touch exhibits
featuring sharks, stingrays and horseshoe crabs,” said Sandra Woloschuk,
sales manager for the aquarium. “Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada, located in
the heart of downtown Toronto, allows
groups of all ages to create their own
underwater adventure. Featuring North
America’s longest underwater viewing
tunnel, this is one thrilling experience
you don’t want to miss.”
The aquarium has the longest
underwater viewing tunnel in North
America, over 1.5 million gallons
of water and over 100 interactive
displays, including four touch pools.
Groups will get up close and personal
with several kinds of sea creatures in
various touch exhibits.
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada has
10 galleries, each with a different educational experience. The “Canadian
Waters” gallery covers the freshwater
creatures and wilderness that can be

found throughout Canada. “Waters of
the World” is a double exhibit in one
tank. It has a saltwater tank within
a freshwater tank. In this exhibit,
visitors experience a combination of
tropical freshwater fish and tropical
fish from around the world.
The aquarium has daily dive shows
that are interactive and give groups
the chance to learn more about the
sea animals.
A visit to the aquarium can last
two to three hours; time depends on
level of interest.
Groups wanting to grab a quick
meal or snack have that option. Ripley’s Café serves a variety of hot and
cold meals, and there are food kiosks
throughout the aquarium.
A motorcoach drop off and pick
up zone is available on the north
side of Bremner Boulevard. Operators must make arrangements with a
group sales representative. n
Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
647-351-3474
ripleyaquariums.com/Canada

AUG 9 –  1 9, 2018

Ed Mirvish Theatre

NOV 6–11, 2018

Ed Mirvish Theatre

NOV 27/18–JAN 6/19
Ed Mirvish Theatre

OCT 9–NOV 17, 2018

Princess of Wales Theatre

NOV 20/18–JAN 6/19

Princess of Wales Theatre

BEGINS MAR 2019

Royal Alexandra Theatre

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

BOOK EARLY!
416.593.4142
1.800.724.6420
for a complete line-up of shows!
Reader Service Card #298

GroupTour.com
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All photos: Canadian Tulip Festival, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, Photo: Canadian Tulip Festival

Come for the Falls. Fall for the History.

Learn about the Battle of Lundy’s Lane,
the history of the Falls, the early settlers,
industry, bridges, daredevils and more.
Take a walking tour of Lundy’s Lane Battlefield.
Also visit our other museums - Battleground Hotel
Museum and Willoughby Historical Museum.

Guided Tours, Wheelchair Accessibility,
Washrooms, Free Bus Parking and
Gift Shop. Complimentary Admission
for Group Leaders and Drivers.

905-358-5082
niagarafallsmuseums.ca – 5810 Ferry Street
Reader Service Card #426

Connect with nature
at Canadian Tulip Festival
Celebrate “A World of Tulips” at the
Canadian Tulip Festival in Ottawa.
“Everyone who visits the Canadian
Tulip Festival will have at least one
‘wow’ moment,” said Karen Wood,
marketing director for the festival. “The
festival is iconically Canadian with
historical routes and international ties.
We celebrate culture and art, curate
activities, workshops and breathtaking
displays. No matter where you come
from, the Canadian Tulip Festival offers
a chance to celebrate friendship and
peace and a connection with nature
through tulips, art, culture and heritage. It’s truly for everyone.”
The tulip is Ottawa’s official flower,
and is an international symbol that
stands for peace and friendship. The
festival is a colorful celebration of
millions of tulips that lasts for 10 days.
The tulips also are a tribute to veterans
and the WWII liberation of the Netherlands by Canadian troops.
Throughout the run of the festi-

val, a variety of activities take place,
including flower displays at different
venues, boat cruises, a firework viewing party, walking tours, live music
and other entertainment, gallery displays, workshops and a bike tour.
Tulip-inspired culinary treats made
by local chefs will be available for
purchase at the festival.
Festival dates for 2019 are May
10–20 and dates for 2020 will be May
8–18. The festival’s final day always
falls on Victoria Day.
Group rates are available for groups
of 10 or more people.
Motorcoach parking is available in
certain areas. Festival staff can help
with information about costs and
where to park. Information and maps
will be available at the information
booth at the festival. n
Canadian Tulip Festival
800-668-8547
tulipfestival.ca
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On stage Nov 14 – Dec 23
BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

SHAWFEST.COM | 1.800.511.SHAW
Photo: Cosmo Condina Photography.
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EXCLUSIVE GROUP BENEFITS:
DEDICATED MOTOR-COACH RECEPTION / EXCLUSIVE GROUP CHECK-IN
VIP EXPRESS ADMISSION TO BOARDING / DATE AND TIME SELECT RESERVATIONS
DIRECT BILLING AND VOUCHER PRIVILEGES / ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
DOWNLOADABLE PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

CANADA'S MOST ICONIC EXPERIENCE
ONLY IN NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA

BOOK YOUR GROUPS NOW!
GROUPS@NIAGARACRUISES.COM / 1-905-394-3040
Reader Service Card #426

itinerary planner

Québec

Québec Maritime
Awaiting group travelers in the maritime regions of Québec
are 1,900 miles of coastline and 10 national parks.
“As you glide across the water, discover the intricate islands
of the Mingan Archipelago National Park Reserve of Canada,
where colors and shapes blend to create an exceptional
landscape,” said Zoé Ross-Lévesque, marketing coordinator
for Québec Maritime. “Silent witnesses to the passage of time,
the sea-sculpted limestone monoliths in this park are unique
locations where large colonies of birds have found refuge.”
Groups can explore the various national parks of the Québec
Maritime region at interpretation sites, on trails or by sea.
Québec Maritime provided these itinerary builder ideas.
Québec Maritime
418-724-7889
quebecmaritime.ca/en

SEE

VIEW

Forillon National Park
of Canada marks the end
of the Appalachian mountain
range. Its topography
includes plant and animal
life specific to the boreal
forest and alpine tundra. The
Grande-Grave Heritage Site
presents the history of fishers
and merchants in the early
20th century.

Mingan Archipelago
National Park Reserve of
Canada boasts sea-sculpted
limestone monoliths that
welcome large colonies
of birds. To help groups
discover the heritage of the
archipelago, activities include
interpretive activities, talks
and kayaking. Take a walk to
experience flora and seabirds.

Forillon National Park
of Canada
418-368-5505
pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/qc/
forillon

Mingan Archipelago
National Park Reserve
of Canada
418-538-3331
pc.gc.ca/fr/pn-np/
qc/mingan

HIKE

WALK

Gaspesie National Park
offers mountain peaks of
3,300 feet. From the alpine
tundra, outdoor enthusiasts
can observe a caribou herd.
Other sights include the Lacaux-Americains glacial cirque,
a large moose population,
and the Chic-Choc and
McGerrigle mountains. The
park is also known as a hot
spot for hikers.

Lake Temiscouata
National Park is a newer
addition to Québec’s national
park network. The park
provides an opportunity to
step into the largest natural
region on the south shore of
the St. Lawrence River into
the Notre-Dame Mountains.
Take a hike or go cycling
through the unspoiled natural
setting.

Gaspesie National Park
800-665-6527
sepaq.com/pq/gas

Lake Temiscouata
National Park
418 855-5508
sepaq.com/pq/tem

Top to bottom, left to right: Forillon National Park of Canada, Quebec, Canada; Mingan Archiipelago National Park Reserve of Canada, Quebec, Canada; Gaspesie National Park,
Quebec, Canada; Lake Temiscouata National Park, Quebec, Canada; All Photos: Mathieu Dupuis/Québec Maritime
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Left to right: Diane Gilles demonstrating, Copper Art Studio & Museum Albert
Gilles, Château-Richer, Québec, Canada; Copper Art Studio & Museum Albert
Gilles, Château-Richer, Québec, Canada ; All Photos: Copper Art Studio &
Museum Albert Gilles

Discover metal art at Copper Art
Studio & Museum Albert Gilles
Witness firsthand the art of repousse work at the Copper Art Studio
& Museum Albert Gilles in ChâteauRicher.
Repousse, also known as copper
embossing, is a metalworking technique that shapes metal by hammering and working on the reverse side.
“They (groups) are witnesses of
our achievements,” said Palmyre
Gilles, vice president of public relations and marketing for the museum.
“Between our works for churches
across North America and the minute
details, they can admire in the 50
panels of the life of Christ we display.
But maybe what they most enjoy and
admire, is to see our family carrying on the tradition, from father to
daughter and granddaughter.”
Exhibits in the museum share what
the atmosphere of a copper mine is

like and copper artifacts from around
the world.
With the guided tour, copper
repousse demonstration and the
workshop, groups can expect to be at
the museum for one hour. The guided
tour and admittance to the museum is
free, but a small fee is charged for the
repousse workshop.
The copper art workshop gives
groups the chance to participate
hands-on by creating something
themselves with just a copper sheet
and tools.
The museum also offers a snack at
tea time. This time provides groups
with the opportunity to relax and
learn more about copper art.
“Our tea time activity is very
popular,” Gilles said. “Tea, coffee and
a little cake baked in a copper mold,
delights our visitors and they savor it

surrounded by our creations.”
After visiting the museum, Gilles
recommended groups stop by the
Basilica of Sainte-Anne de-Beaupre,
located 15 minutes from Québec City,
to see the copper doors and silver tabernacles created by the Gilles family.
The company was founded in 1927
by Gilles’ father, Albert. It has been a
family-run operation since his death
in 1979. The company’s 91st anniversary is this year.
Spring time can get busy. Gilles
recommended scheduling a group
visit two to three months in advance
during this time. Motorcoach parking
is available. n
Copper Art Studio &
Museum Albert Gilles
418-824-4224
albertgilles-copper-art.com
GroupTour.com
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Monarch Butterfly’s in tree, Michoacan, Mexico
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Minglemonarchs
with the

Wintering butterflies enchant groups in central Mexico

By Elly DeVries
The butterfly is a symbol of many
things for many different cultures and
religions. The beautifully fragile insect is
often synonymous with transformation and
rebirth. Some say if a butterfly lands on
you, it symbolizes the need for a change.
But what if three butterflies take up
temporary residence in both hands? I’m
no expert, but I think that’s a metaphor
for a life-changing experience.
I’ve visited my share of butterfly
houses and conservatories in my lifetime,
and each time was as mesmerizing as
the last. But, those experiences could
never have prepared me for my time at
the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve
in Michoacan, Mexico.
My visit to the biosphere was part
of a seven-day itinerary created by A
Closer Look Tours, a family-owned tour
company that specializes in unique,
guided tours of Mexico’s heart. Check
out my full itinerary on page 95.
Elly DeVries with monarch, Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, Michoacan, Mexico
GroupTour.com
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A natural phenomenon
Located about 60 miles (100
kilometers) from Mexico City,
Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve
is a 350-square-mile (560-squarekilometer) site that lies within rugged,
forested mountains. Every fall, millions
of monarch butterflies return to the
UNESCO World Heritage Site from
breeding areas as far away as Canada.
Upon arrival, the monarchs land in
close-packed clusters in the oyamel fir
forests, where they collectively weigh
down the branches and pepper the
trees with their vibrant orange coloring.
When the sun shines through the trees,
the butterflies take to the skies in
enormous numbers.
Come spring, these butterflies begin
an eight-month migration that takes
them all the way to Eastern Canada
and back. During which time, four
successive generations are born and
die. The mystery that remains is how the
new generations find their way back to
the overwintering site year after year.

An experience to remember
After spending several days in Mexico
City, my group’s itinerary took us to
Tlalpujahua, a town that lies in the forests
of Michoacan. Its architecture, famous
Christmas ornaments, mining history and
charming cobblestone streets are a draw
for groups even when monarchs aren’t
around. Luckily for us, we were able to
experience it all. The town was our base
while we mingled with the monarchs. The
group consisted of seven people, plus
our tour manager, Sergio.
Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve
includes four sanctuaries open to the
public: two in the state of Michoacan
and two others in the state of Mexico.
My group and I traveled to the two most
frequented sanctuaries, El Rosario and
Sierra Chincua, both in Michoacan.
Our first encounter with the
monarchs was at El Rosario. From the
welcome center, we rode horses up the
mountain before hiking the rest of the
way, to an elevation of 12,000 feet. The
brisk, 40-degree January morning had
all of us bundled up from head to toe. At
times, the altitude left us short of breath.
The morning chill wasn’t lost on the
monarchs. When we finally reached their
forest home, we found most of them in
the trees, huddled together for warmth.
It was amazing to see the butterflies

clustered together by the thousands
hanging on tree trunks and branches,
but it wasn’t exactly what we had
hoped to see. Fortunately, we had
one more opportunity to see them
take flight the following day.

A revelation of orange
splendor
The next day, we ventured to
Sierra Chincua. In a similar fashion,
a guided horseback ride and hike
along mountain trails led us to
the winter home of thousands of
monarchs. On this particular day,
low 50-degree temperatures and
sunshine joined us on the journey.
Entering this sanctuary was a
completely different experience.
The monarchs seemed to dance in
midair; thousands of butterflies flew
freely around us in a colorful display.
The monarch show I was seeing
was almost overwhelming because
of just how incredible a sight it

was. In the midst of taking in the oncein-a-lifetime experience, I felt something
soft brush my hands. Not one — but three
monarch butterflies had landed in my
palms. Each time a monarch chose me as
its resting place, I felt even more in awe of
my surroundings.
Some might call it mystical, others
spiritual, but me? I’m sticking with lifechanging. I think I’ll take a cue from the
monarchs and pass my experience on for
generations. n

Top to bottom, left to right: Elly DeVries with monarchs, Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve, Michoacan, Mexico; Frida Kahlo Museum, Mexico City, Mexico; Mexican Craft Market,
Coyoacan, Mexico City, Mexico; Frida Kahlo Museum, Mexico City, Mexico; Christmas ornaments, Tlalpujahua, Michoacan, Mexico; All photos: Group Tour Media/Christian Laffey
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A Closer Look Tours provided this
itinerary.

Day One
Arrive in Mexico City, the nation’s
capital, where the contrast between the
ancient and the modern is striking. Visitors
are transferred from the airport to the hotel
for a welcome dinner and overnight.

Day Two
After breakfast, visit two
charming suburbs, San
Angel and Coyoacan, with
many quiet streets lined with
old and expensive mansions.
The first stop is the
Bazaar del Sabado, a market
with a festive atmosphere
showcasing a great display of
arts and crafts.
From there, head to Coyoacan, a
place with a great identity of narrow,
colonial-era streets and plazas with a
lively quality. Visit the home of Frida
Kahlo, now an art museum.
Have lunch in Coyoacan and then
return to the hotel.

Day Three
Travel to Michoacán, a state where
one can admire many native traditions,
as well as arts and crafts. It’s a state full
of natural beauty and the destination for
the monarch butterflies.
The first stop is the city of Toluca,
the capital of the State of Mexico.
Toluca has the attribute of a large,
modern city, but still maintains an
element of colonial splendor. Admire
the Cosmovitral, a botanical garden that
contains thousands of different species
of native plants and flowers. A former
marketplace, the garden is located in a
19th-century building with magnificent
stained-glass panels.

After an on-your-own lunch, continue
to the hotel, Mision de San Antonio,
located near the town of Tlalpujahua in
the State of Michoacán.

Day Four
Discover and experience the
enchanting beauty and grace of the
small, but approachable monarchs at the
El Rosario sanctuary. Traverse mountain
trails by foot and possibly horseback
to witness the exposition in all of its
grandeur among the forest streams,
clouds and fog of the mountain peaks.
Picnic in the
reserve and then
return to the hotel
for a relaxing
evening evaluating the
local mescal.

Day Five
Embark on another monarch
adventure and explore the Sierra
Chincua sanctuary.
Have lunch at the park and then visit
the town of Tlalpujahua to learn about
its historical mining industry and its
world-famous Christmas ornaments sold
across the globe.

Day Six
Return to Mexico City and visit the
Historical District, including the National
Palace, the Cathedral and the Templo
Mayor. The group also will visit the new
Plaza Garibaldi and the Tequila Museum. n
A Closer Look Tours
877-938-0951
acloserlooktours.com

Top to bottom, left to right: Cosmovitral Botanical Garden, Toluca, State of Mexico, Mexico; The Angel of Independence, Mexico City, Mexico; Cosmovitral Botanical Garden, Toluca,
State of Mexico, Mexico; All photos: Group Tour Media/Christian Laffey
GroupTour.com
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PORT CITY:

Chicago
Whether arriving early or extending the adventure, Chicago offers many activities for cruisers
who embark from the city. Brian Said, vice president of global development at Choose Chicago,
gave managing editor David Hoekman the scoop.
Brian Said

Q: What makes Chicago an appealing port city?
A:

«

Whether you are on a pre, post or day excursion in Chicago you will be spoilt for
choice. As the third-largest city in the USA, the options are endless — from amazing architecture, parks and shopping to festivals, music, arts and world-class museums. Chicago offers
attractions that are of interest to every age group.

Q: What attractions do you recommend cruisers visit?
A:

Chicago’s location along Lake Michigan makes it ideal for outdoor recreation. Enjoy
Chicago’s treasured lakefront, whether by bike, running, Segway or walking. Spend some
time at Museum Campus — home to the Field Museum, Shedd Aquarium and Adler Planetarium — which is also along the lakefront. Or, venture over to one of the many other cultural
institutions in the city’s downtown area and neighborhoods, including the Art Institute of Chicago, the new American Writers Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum of
Science and Industry, the DuSable Museum or the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum. Many
of these attractions are either in or near a beautiful Chicago park, too. The two iconic green
spaces in Chicago, Millennium Park and Grant Park, also play host to a number of free
music, food and entertainment festivals.
Beyond that, guests have the option to shop along the Magnificent Mile, dine their way
through some of the city’s great restaurants, catch a sports game that’s in season, see a
performance in the Theatre District or a neighborhood theater, or check out a jazz or blues
performance. Truly, there is something in Chicago for every traveler.

SAIL THE GREAT LAKES
ON PEARL SEAS CRUISES
Pearl Mist
Aug. 17–24, 2019

Day one: Chicago, Ill.
Day two: Muskegon / Holland, Mich.
Day three: Mackinac Island, Mich.
Day four: Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
Day five: Little Current, Ontario
Day six: Parry Sound, Ontario
Day seven: Midland, Ontario
Day eight: Toronto, Ontario
Eleven-night cruises from Chicago to Toronto
also are available.
Pearl Seas Cruises
pearlseascruises.com

Q: What advice do you have for first-time visitors?
A:

A visit to Chicago is not complete without a visit to an observation deck to view the
impressive skyline and the city from high above, an architectural river cruise, a visit to Millennium Park and a stroll along famed Michigan Avenue. Grab an official visitors guide or check
ChooseChicago.com for more details and ideas. Chances are you will want to come back to
discover more of this wonderful destination. n
Choose Chicago
312-567-8510
Choosechicago.com
Top to bottom: Chicago, Ill., Photo: Adam Alexander Photograph courtesy of Choose Chicago;
Pearl Mist, Photo: Pearl Seas Cruises
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disembark on mackinac island
•Take a horse-drawn carriage tour to get a
closer look at the island and learn its history.
•Taste the island’s famous fudge — its most
popular souvenir.
•Discover Fort Mackinac, classic Victorian architecture and the unforgettable Grand Hotel.

spotlight

Tourism Cares helps
industry give back
Tourism Cares is the philanthropic community of the travel and tourism industry.
Paula Vlamings, the nonprofit organization’s
new CEO, talked with David Hoekman, managing editor at Group Tour Media.

Q: How would you describe
Tourism Cares and its
work?
A:

Tourism Cares’ broad mission is to advance
the travel industry’s social impact to help
people and places thrive. We leverage all sectors of the industry to invest in positive impact
for destinations and local communities in the
U.S. and around the
world. We mobilize the
industry through our
Tourism Disaster Recovery program, and
our Global Network
program where we
aim to drive economic
development by connecting travel leaders
to social enterprises in
places like Jordan and
Peru. We also unite the industry by volunteering
in destinations, sharing industry knowledge and
skills for greater corporate social responsibility,
and providing mentoring and scholarships in
hospitality and tourism.

“

savvy themselves — especially those that have
become so popular that they risk being overrun
by visitors — and we will see them work more
with tourism and economic entities to ensure
the viability of resources, accommodations and
infrastructure while protecting why people come
to visit them in the first place. Companies are
also getting creative in ways they can use their
business as a force for good in our industry.
We highlight the ways companies of all sizes
are doing good CSR in our Hearts of Travel
Awards Honoree brief.

Q: What are you most proud
of about Tourism Cares?

Tourism Cares, as an
industry nonprofit, has the
power to create this community of change makers.
— Paula Vlamings

A: For one thing, it’s more widespread and

there is more pressure to get involved.
In travel specifically, there’s a greater
demand from consumers who are interested
in responsible travel, especially among the
younger millennials, so they are on the lookout
for places and companies aligned with their
values. Destinations are becoming more CSR

Jordan was a powerful
trip where we introduced 67 travel industry
leaders to the Jordan
community, government
officials, media, and
most importantly, the individuals whose lives will
be changed not only by
the visitors who spend
money at their destination, but by the industry leaders who helped
those visitors get there. Tourism Cares, as an
industry nonprofit, has the power to create this
community of change makers.
Brett Tollman, chief executive of The Travel
Corporation (TTC), and a delegate of the trip,
is a great example. He’s incorporating Iraq
Al-Amire Women’s Cooperative, which aims to
make women in the area financially independent (and is one of the social enterprises from
our Meaningful Travel Map of Jordan), into
itineraries of TTC’s brands. [These include] Trafalgar, Insight Vacations and Uniworld Boutique
River Cruise Collection. These new visits will
give women additional income — and in turn,
travelers can buy beautiful handmade goods at
the cooperative. n

“

Q: What trends are you
noticing in corporate
social responsibility
(CSR)?

A: Tourism Cares with

Paula Vlamings

What’s the

next
big
thing

for Tourism
Cares?

“

We’re celebrating 15
years at Tourism Cares for New
Orleans Sept. 20–21. We will
be adopting a neighborhood
that our volunteers will work
on together: some projects will
help ensure that NOLA’s distinct arts and culture continue
to thrive, revitalize a neighborhood and support environmental sustainability. We invite
anyone who wants to give back
to this amazing destination with
this committed community of
travel and tourism professionals
to join us! We’ll be announcing
our next big initiative toward
the end of the summer, so I
hope you’ll stay tuned!

”

Tourism Cares
781-821-5990
tourismcares.org

GroupTour.com
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Enjoy Eagan Minnesota

WHERE EVERYONE IS
STOPPING FOR SHOPPING!

Enjoy tax-free shopping daily at Twin Cities Premium Outlets®
and nearby Mall of America®—the nation’s largest shopping and
entertainment complex. Plus, Eagan offers over 100 delectable
dining options and 17 incredible hotels, with most featuring
complimentary breakfast and shuttle service. Don’t delay—
plan your Eagan getaway today!

Visit eaganmn.com or call Denise Olsen for more information
Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau • 866-324-2620
Reader Service Card #162
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Make your summer a joy to remember.
With more than 200 wineries across the state, from Gervasi
Vineyard™ to Heritage Vineyard Winery, you have many options
for getting lost together in your weekend getaway adventures.
View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer
Calendar of Events and Ohio Travel Guide
at ohio.org to find more.
Gervasi Vineyard in Canton
Reader Service Card #721
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GETAWAY S

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens in Akron

Akron Art Museum

GREATER AKRON

infused by the arts.
Stretching into luscious landscapes, Greater
Akron is an alluring destination for visitors in
Ohio. Experience the architectural awe of Stan
Hywet Hall & Gardens or the Akron Art Museum,
the classic car-side service of Swensons, or catch
a performance at the Akron Civic Theatre. When
visitors need a break from the action, it’s only
minutes to one of the Summit Metro Parks or the
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, complete with a
65-foot waterfall. Don’t forget Hale Farm & Village,
Akron Zoo and our scenic railroad. Honestly, there’s
something for everyone!
Akron Civic Theatre

VisitAkron-Summit.org
800-245-4254

UNION COUNTY

minutes from Columbus.
miles from the ordinary.
Planning your next tour? Look no further than Union
County, where we specialize in mystery trips and
good, old-fashioned hospitality. Our customized
tours feature a unique blend of history, industry
and scenery—from dining on a covered bridge to
an up-close look at Honda, one of the world’s most
innovative mobility companies. Best of all, we can
plan your trip, create the itinerary, coordinate the
stops and eagerly assist you every step of the way.
UnionCounty.org | 937-642-6279

2

Pottersburg Covered Bridge
Dinner in Union County

View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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Tri-State Warbird Museum in Batavia

Harmony Hill Vineyards in Bethel

CLERMONT COUNTY

history, hiking and hops in Clermont.
Clermont County, just east of Cincinnati, invites your group
to experience unique outdoor recreation, fun entertainment,
historical attractions and more. Discover award-winning nature
programs and hiking trails at East Fork State Park or Cincinnati
Nature Center. Satisfy your thirst as you explore craft breweries
and elegant wineries at Little Miami Brewing Company or
Harmony Hill Vineyards. Appreciate our rich history with the
Underground Railroad Freedom Trail along the Ohio River
or learn about the life of a World War II pilot at the Tri-State
Warbird Museum. Your group can save big on your hotel
lodging and parking in Clermont County.
Plan your adventure today!
VisitClermontOhio.com
513-732-3600

Cincinnati Nature Center in Milford

VILLAGE OF SUGARCREEK

nestled in Ohio’s Amish Country.
It’s time you visit Sugarcreek! Our charming village
is nestled in the heart of Ohio’s Amish Country and
home to the world’s largest cuckoo clock. The Little
Switzerland of Ohio is a unique blend of Swiss and
Amish heritage, with impressive restaurants, stores
and museums! Less than two hours from Cleveland,
Columbus and Pittsburgh!
VisitSugarcreek.com | 330-852-4112
World’s Largest Cuckoo Clock in Sugarcreek

Reader Service Card #721
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What will you find in Ohio?
Romance and Ohio go hand-in-hand. Spend
a few days with that special someone and leave
with precious memories you won’t soon forget.
View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer
Calendar of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at
ohio.org to find more.
Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens Birch Tree Allée in Akron
Reader Service Card #721

View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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G ETAWAY S

WAYNE COUNTY

filled with adventure
and excitement!
Taste the products of one of the country’s
most iconic brands at the J.M. Smucker
Company Store and Café. Experience
America’s Premier Lyric Theater Festival,
The Ohio Light Opera. Step back in time
with a visit to Lehman’s, filled with thousands
of old-time products you thought were long
gone. Fill your own cream stick, paint a picture,
and taste award-winning wine, beer and cider.
WCCVB.com | 800-362-6474

J.M. Smucker Company Store

AMISH COUNTRY

an authentic experience.
In Ohio’s Amish Country, it’s easy to find
honest-to-goodness home cooking, cheese
factories open for tours, artisan-quality
chocolates, world-renowned quilts, antiques
and handcrafted furniture. You will also find
authentic experiences at Amish farms and
homesteads that are perfect for groups. Start
planning your tour by requesting information for
groups, reserving accommodations and making
restaurant reservations.
VisitAmishCountry.com | 877-674-3975

Holmes County

BUTLER COUNTY

explore the arts.
Enjoy the outdoors at Pyramid Hill
Sculpture Park or go on an outdoor
mural walk with mural artists. Your
group will love the amazing creativity
found in Butler County. Start planning
your trip today!
GetToTheBC.com/Group-Tour
513-860-4194
Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park & Museum in Hamilton

Reader Service Card #721
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N ATU RE LOVERS

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark
in Toledo

DESTINATION TOLEDO

this is Toledo.
Toledo: where groups go to get lost in wonder. Where the
adrenaline rushes faster than the mighty Maumee River. Where
you can stay in style, no matter how many rooms you need. This is
Toledo. Groups of all sizes, from all over the country, travel here to
walk the winding paths of our Metroparks and experience highflying action at the Toledo Zoo’s Aerial Adventure Course. And
groups always have a convenient place to sleep, as the newly
renovated Renaissance Toledo Downtown Hotel offers lodging at
the heart of our vibrant downtown. But this is only the beginning.
VisitToledo.org/group-itineraries | 800-243-4667
Aerial Adventure Course
at the Toledo Zoo

LAKE ERIE SHORES & ISLANDS

start coasting...
Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores & Islands has a way of
ﬁnding what’s important, and slowing it down
a little. If time is measured in minutes, Shores &
Islands time is measured in moments. And with
world-famous theme parks and water parks, sandy
beaches and coastal adventures, you’ll have plenty of
moments to choose from. Start planning your Shores
& Islands getaway by requesting our free Travel Guide.
SHORESandISLANDS.com | 800-255-3743

Put-in-Bay South Bass Island

6

View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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Make your summer a joy to remember.
While summer’s only three months long, Ohio has an
abundance of outdoor activities that will help you
create priceless memories to last a lifetime.
View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer
Calendar of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at
ohio.org to find more.
Brandywine Falls in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Reader Service Card #721
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C U LTU RE B UFFS

COSI

dinosaurs in Columbus!
Through a unique and
groundbreaking relationship with
the American Museum of Natural
History, COSI features a new,
permanent AMNH Dinosaur Gallery.
Come see the life-sized model of a
massive Tyrannosaurus rex that’s certain
to captivate the imagination of people of
all ages, as well as more specimens from
AMNH’s renowned dinosaur collection.
COSI.org | 614-228-2674
American Museum of Natural History
Dinosaur Gallery at COSI in Columbus

SANDUSKY COUNTY

best-kept secrets.

Sandusky County Historic Jail & Dungeon in Fremont

Perhaps one of Sandusky County’s best-kept secrets is what
lies below a portion of the local county courthouse. The
dungeon-style underground jail was first used in 1842 before
the construction of the courthouse was even completed. The
dungeon is complete with ashlar walls built of large blocks
of locally quarried limestone with riveted iron windows
and doors. While this relic of the past remains open for
the occasional tour, the actual dungeon was only used for
around 14 years due to backlash from area residents and
officials who believed the punishment of dungeon-style
incarceration to be inhumane and barbaric.
SanduskyCounty.org | 800-255-8070

Sandusky County Historic Jail & Dungeon in Fremont

8

View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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Count Your Blessings Alpaca Farm
in Sidney

Airstream Factory Tour in Jackson Center

SIDNEY COUNTY

rich in heritage.
Located in west-central Ohio on I-75, ours is an area rich in heritage,
with recreational attractions, factory tours, and comfortable hotels.
New this year is a regional factory tour itinerary where guests are
treated to a variety of wonderful guided tours that includes RV
manufacturer Airstream, a craft beer brewery, a chocolatier, jewelry
store, winery, distillery, kitchen appliance manufacturer and more.
Visit our website to view a complete Visitors Guide, information
about more than 70 family-friendly area attractions, and eight
prepackaged travel itineraries. Be sure to also check out our local
calendar where you can coordinate your visit with one of our
many fun-filled community events!
Fuji Sushi & Steakhouse in Sidney

VisitSidneyShelby.com
866-892-9122

AUGLAIZE & MERCER COUNTIES

out of this world.
The whole world held its breath in awe and
anticipation ... in 2019, celebrate the 50th
anniversary of man’s first steps on the moon
in Neil Armstrong’s hometown of Wapakoneta,
Ohio. Special group offerings include tours
of the Armstrong Air & Space Museum, an
Apollo 11 Luncheon, dinner and music at
Moon City Events Center, a Hometown Tour,
and Moon Movie Matinees.
GreaterGrandLakeRegion.com | 419-394-1294

Reader Service Card #721
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C U LTU RE B UFFS

AIR FORCE MUSEUM
FOUNDATION

experience the thrill!
Experience the Air Force Museum
attractions: the 400-seat Digital 3D Air
Force Museum Theatre, Movie Ride,
Interactive Flight Simulators and Virtual
Reality Simulator. Get personalized dog
tags. Feed your group in one of our two
cafés. Pick up a one-of-a-kind souvenir in
the Air Force Museum Store.

The Air Force Museum’s
Interactive Flight Simulator in Dayton

FREE museum admission & FREE parking!
Group rates for the theatre are available for
groups of 20 or more. For reservations, private
event inquiries, or pre-orders, please call or
visit our website today.
AFMuseum.com/Attractions/Reservations
937-253-4629

The Air Force Museum’s
Virtual Reality Simulator in Dayton

DESTINATION MANSFIELD

escape to Shawshank.

Ohio State Reformatory in Mansﬁeld

10

Immerse yourself in the 15 authentic
filming sites from the movie
The Shawshank Redemption on
The Shawshank Trail. Travel in
the footsteps of “Andy, Red, and
Warden Norton” at the Ohio State
Reformatory (Shawshank State Prison)
in Mansfield. Request a Shawshank
Trail group itinerary.
ShawshankTrail.com | 800-642-8282

View or order your FREE 2018 Spring/Summer Calendar of Events at ohio.org.
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ROCK & ROLL HALL OF FAME

find your musical motivation.
The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame is alive with the
passion and spirit of music that has reinvented
itself time and again, and touched generations of
fans! Museum highlights include the Power of Rock
Experience, which features groundbreaking inductee
performances in a seat-shaking theater! Get that front
row feeling with highlights of 30+ years of induction
ceremonies through this immersive concert-quality
production. Then dive in to our newly unveiled Hall of
Fame where we pay homage to all our inductees.
RockHall.com | 216-781-7625

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland

MEDINA COUNTY

explore the possibilities!
Year-round Christmas entertainment at Castle Noel with
holiday movie props, set pieces and costumes. See the
16-foot sleigh from The Grinch, slide down the slide from
A Christmas Story, enjoy the “I Had That” Toyland Experience,
the Santa Squeeze and view Christmas department store
windows from New York City. Explore our unique shops and
outlets. Visit agricultural farms, markets, orchards and wineries
as well as our county fair. Experience Buckin’ Ohio rodeos,
festivals and events all year, plus parks, history, museums,
Victorian architecture, great lodging, dining and so much more.
Only 30 miles from Cleveland and Akron on I-71.
VisitMedinaCounty.com | 800-860-2943

Castle Noel in Medina

MARION COUNTY

the right place at
the right pace.

First Ladies Luncheon in Marion

Reader Service Card #721
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Group-friendly experiences are waiting for you
in Marion. Spend some time on America’s most
famous front porch at the home of President
Warren G. Harding, delight in mile-high pie, tour
a museum dedicated to popcorn, or have dinner
on stage at a truly unique historic theatre. All this
and more with accommodations that will make
travelers feel right at home.
VisitMarionOhio.com | 800-371-6688
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What will you find in Ohio?
Join 1,800 kayakers for one of the biggest river paddle
festivals in the country – just one of Ohio’s events that will
give you and those you care about ample opportunities
to reconnect and enjoy what life’s journey is all about.
View or order the FREE 2018 Spring/Summer
Calendar of Events and Ohio Travel Guide at
ohio.org to find more.
Ohio River Paddlefest in Cincinnati
Reader Service Card #721
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