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From the Editor
It’s hockey time
Whether you’re ready or not, the first day of winter is upon us this
month, rolling in on Dec. 21. There’s no better way to celebrate the
beginning of the season than with the cherished sport of ice hockey.
Although I’m not a die-hard fan of the sport, I appreciate the way
ice hockey can pull people out of their winter hibernation to gather
together as a community in high-energy arenas. You don’t have to
understand all the plays or know all the players’ names to love the
spirited game. I have fond memories of attending Detroit Red Wings
games at Joe Louis Arena with my family, as well as cheering on
the local Saginaw Spirit, of the Major Junior league. On page 10,
contributor Erica Zazo drops the puck on four hockey towns not-tomiss in the Northeast and Midwest.
This issue is packed full of other great group destinations that can
be visited in any season. Managing Editor David Hoekman scores
a hat trick with his stories on Elizabeth, New Jersey (page 58); Eau
Claire, Wisconsin (page 40); and Sudbury, Ontario (page 88).
This month’s Port City feature is a power play focusing on the Twin
Cities in Minnesota. Kristen Montag of Meet Minneapolis and Nick
Cusick of Visit Saint Paul share recommendations for the best group
stops in their respective cities on page 96.
Farther north, contributor Lori Erickson takes you along the Viking
Trail in Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada. Page 92.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Group Tour
magazine. I wish you all a festive and safe holiday season. And, a fun
and lively hockey season!

«

«

Until next time,

Group Tour Media
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Circle Michigan
Destinations International
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National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
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Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Up next: In February, fall head over heels for our “Love” cover
story. Don’t miss features on Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; El Paso,
Texas; and Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Southeast Tourism Society
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Cover:
Red Wings, Detroit
Olympia Entertainment/
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Heartland
Travel Showcase
FEB. 22-24, 2019
DETROIT, MI
Grow Your Business at Heartland Travel Showcase
Heartland Travel Showcase Tour Operators on average experience
$36,700 in Booked Business Resulting From the Show in a Given Year!
Heartland Travel Showcase is filled with unmatched destinations and sellable group ideas
in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Ontario. Grow your business, and build
relationships at the largest regional group tour marketplace in North America.

Register Today at HeartlandTravelShowcase.com or call Karen Eylon at
1-800-896-4682 Ext. 4. Questions? Email Karen at keylon@ohiotravel.org
Reader Service Card #228

#onlyintheheartland | #HTSDetroit19

news & notes
New England Travel
Showcase set for June

Never
miss an
issue!
magazine is crafted with
tour planners in mind.
To help you plan better,
each issue features:
• Exciting destinations
• Thrilling itineraries
• Latest travel trends
• Group-friendly restaurants
and lodging
Never miss an issue!
Subscribe online at
grouptour.com/subscribe

6

December 2018

The New England Travel Showcase, now in its
fifth year, offers group travel planners the opportunity to meet New England-based group-friendly
suppliers with a two-day, appointment-driven
show. The June 10–11, 2019, showcase will take
place at the Red Jacket Resort in North Conway,
New Hampshire.
Group travel planners also are invited to
participate in pre- and post-show FAM tours, allowing them to experience the region firsthand.
Based on the success of last year’s show in
Salem, Massachusetts, the Showcase expects
about 50 supplier participants including hotels,
attractions, restaurants and destinations, and
35–40 group planners. FAM tours will feature
Vermont and Maine, and registration includes appointments, lunches and a networking reception.
Information and registration can be found at the
showcase website.
newenglandtravelshowcase.com

New display coming to
Matchstick Marvels museum
Master matchstick builder Pat Acton is currently
constructing a two-thirds size (11 feet, 6 inches
long) replica of the 1970 Dodge Charger from
the Fast & Furious movie. The completed car is
slated to be on display at the Matchstick Marvels
museum in Gladbrook, Iowa, in spring of 2019.
Since 1977, Acton has created dozens of wooden sculptures made exclusively of ordinary wooden
matchsticks. With over 5 million matchsticks and
hundreds of gallons of glue, he has created more
than 70 highly detailed and painstakingly scaled
models.
The museum is open in the afternoon, seven
days a week from April 1 through Nov. 30. Motorcoach and smaller group tours are welcome
year-round by appointment.
641-473-2410, matchstickmarvels.com

news & notes
Ruby slippers return
The ruby slippers from The Wizard of Oz
returned to view Oct. 19 at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C.
The slippers are on display after a year of
research and conservation treatment following
the museum’s successful Kickstarter campaign
to #KeepThemRuby. The Ruby Slippers display
is one of eight installations showcasing American
history through culture, entertainment and the
arts.
The centerpiece is in the museum’s Nicholas
F. and Eugenia Taubman Hall of Music with sidelobby displays highlighting the jazz and classical
collections. Permanent galleries on this floor will
open in late 2020.
202-633-1000, americanhistory.si.edu

Richard Strauss, Smithsonian
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MARKETPLACE
January 25-29, 2019
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www.weathervaneseafoods.com

Join 3,500 tour and motorcoach operators, travel industry
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news & notes
‘Laws of Base Ball’ highlight
‘Baseball Americana’ exhibit
The handwritten “Laws of Base Ball” are among
the artifacts featured in the exhibition “Baseball
Americana” at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. The exhibition explores baseball’s past
and present and how the game has forged a sense
of community for players and fans.
The founding documents of baseball were
ironed out in early 1857 at a convention called by
the Knickerbockers Base Ball Club in New York
City. Corrections were made by hand as the details
were negotiated by New York-area ballclubs,
including whether to play seven, nine or 12 innings
in a game. The convention established a uniform
set of rules, many of which are still in use, including nine players on a side, nine innings to a game
and 90 feet between bases.
In addition to the extensive baseball holdings
of the Library of Congress, “Baseball Americana”
features items from the National Baseball Hall
of Fame and Museum, including Babe Ruth’s
shoes and his 1921 agreement with the New York
Yankees, Dottie Key’s uniform from the Rockford
Peaches and Ty Cobb’s 1908 contract with the
Detroit Tigers.
The yearlong free exhibition, which opened in
June, is on view in the library’s Thomas Jefferson
Building.
202-707-0919, loc.gov

National Constitution Center
announces new exhibit
The National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, has announced a series of
initiatives to commemorate the 14th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, highlighted by a new permanent exhibit. The Reconstruction Amendment
guaranteed equal protection to all persons.
In spring 2019, the National Constitution Center
plans to open the first gallery in America devoted
to exploring the constitutional debates and key
figures — from Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass to John Bingham and Harriet Tubman —
central to the formation and ratification of the 13th,
14th and 15th Amendments. Personal stories,
documents and artifacts will engage visitors with
themes of freedom, equality and citizenship.
Other initiatives include the development of
a new theater performance on the history of
Reconstruction and the ratification of the 14th
Amendment and a podcast series bringing to life
the voices of this era’s unsung heroes.
215-409-6800, constitutioncenter.org
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Six Flags Great Adventure

World’s tallest pendulum
ride set to open at
Six Flags Great Adventure
Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New
Jersey, in partnership with Warner Bros. Consumer Products on behalf of DC Entertainment,
has announced it will open the world’s tallest
pendulum ride, Wonder Woman Lasso of Truth,
in 2019. The 17-story spinning disk will reach
speeds up to 75 mph as it spins and swings to
breathtaking heights.
“Innovation is part of the Six Flags DNA and
we deliver new, groundbreaking attractions every
season,” said John Winkler, park president.
“Wonder Woman is one of the world’s most iconic
DC Super Heroes, and we are thrilled to add
this action-packed ride bearing her name to our
Metropolis-themed area.”
Wonder Woman Lasso of Truth is expected to
debut in the late spring of 2019. It will be located
near the popular DC-branded attractions like
Batman: The Ride, Cyborg Cyber Spin, Justice
League: Battle for Metropolis and The Dark
Knight Coaster.
732-928-2000, ext. 2859;
sixflags.com/greatadventure

Empire State Building
unveils new Observatory
entrance
In August, the Empire State Building in New
York City unveiled the first phase of its fully
reimagined Observatory, the new entrance at 20
West 34th St.

Part of the decade-long Empire State ReBuilding project, the new entrance welcomes visitors
to the building’s world-famous Observatories with
a larger entrance and seamless flow solely for
Observatory guests — repositioning 4.2 million
visitors from ESB’s Fifth Avenue entrance and
improving the experience for tenants.
The new entrance is the first phase of a
redevelopment project that will be complete by
the end of 2019.
212-736-3100, esbnyc.com

Butterflies return to
American Museum
of Natural History
“The Butterfly Conservatory: Tropical Butterflies
Alive in Winter,” is back for its 21st year at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York
City.
Visitors mingle with up to 500 fluttering,
iridescent butterflies among blooming tropical
flowers and lush green vegetation in 80-degree
temperatures. The Butterfly Conservatory is on
view through May 27, 2019.
“The Butterfly Conservatory is a joyful, enchanting and educational exhibition for both children
and adults, and truly transports visitors out of their
everyday lives into a magical setting teeming with
color and flourishing life,” said Ellen V. Futter, president of the museum. “Butterflies are also important
harbingers of environmental change, and so this
exhibition offers not just a unique and fascinating
experience, but also an opportunity to learn about
the roles butterflies play in ecosystems and why it
is so critical that we protect them.”
212-313-7011, amnh.org

news & notes
Soaring Eagle Casino &
Resort completes renovation

A multisensory art installation of video, new
media and works on paper by artists from around
the world is on view at the Toledo Museum of Art
(TMA) in Ohio.
“Sights and Sounds: Art, Nature and the
Senses” presents modern and contemporary
works of art in a variety of media that explore and
relate to the natural world.
The installation is on view exclusively at TMA
through Feb. 24, 2019. Admission is free.
This is the first in a series of contemporary
installations planned for the newly renovated TMA
gallery space.
Fees are charged for private group tours at the
museum.
419-255-8000, toledomuseum.org

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort in Mount
Pleasant, Michigan, has finished a $26.5 million
renovation project. The investment concentrated
on amenities of the casino such as integrating a brand-new sports bar and night club on

the west end of the gaming floor, updating the
entertainment hall, enclosing a non-smoking
area, redesigning Kid’s Quest and Cyber Quest
areas, enhancing gaming experiences with a
new high-limit and VIP lounge area, a relocated
state-of-the art poker room and re-branding the
current sub shop.
soaringeaglecasino.com

National Postal Museum

Toledo Museum of Art offers
new gallery installation

Alexander Hamilton revealed
An exhibition on Alexander Hamilton is on
display through March 3, 2019, at the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum in Washington, D.C.
“Alexander Hamilton: Soldier, Secretary, Icon”
includes mail, portraits, and postage and revenue
stamps reflective of Hamilton’s life and career as
the first U.S. treasury secretary.
In the 215 years since his death at age 49 in
the duel with Vice President Aaron Burr, Hamilton
has become an American icon. Stamps, money,
movies, television miniseries — and now a hit
Broadway musical — commemorate his meteoric
rise and his sweeping vision for America’s future.
“History remembers Alexander Hamilton as the
pioneering first secretary of the treasury, but he was
also responsible for the Post Office Department,”
said Daniel Piazza, chief curator of philately. “He
used the mail to collect import and export data from
customs officers all over the country, and his ability
to interpret this data made Hamilton the bestinformed member of Washington’s first cabinet.”
202-633-5555, postalmuseum.si.edu
Reader Service Card #356
GroupTour.com
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Hockey fanatics face of

i

t’s a good thing hockey fans aren’t
afraid of a little snow. Skates in hand
and hats on heads, tour groups can
experience some of the best winter
destinations that boast a rich hockey
culture and history. Whether it’s a

Detroit
Vito Palmisano
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daytime tour of an Original Six arena,
sitting on the glass to watch pucks ring
off the crossbar or hugging the Stanley
Cup at the Hockey Hall of Fame,
groups can “light the lamp” in these
four hockey towns.

y towns
off at these four cities
Detroit, Michigan
With the newest arena in the National
Hockey League, an 11-time Stanley Cup
champion team and a downtown ice rink
that can accommodate 1,000 skaters
at a time, it’s no wonder Detroit has
claimed the name “Hockeytown.”
The new Little Caesars Arena has
quickly become the anchor attraction
for “The District Detroit” — a 50-block
area transformed into Detroit’s newest
entertainment district. Guests can
search for Red Wings memorabilia, eat
at Kid Rock’s Made in Detroit restaurant
and pub, and shop at stores within
walking distance.
“With the street shopping on

Woodward Avenue, stores like Détroit
Is The New Black, John Varvatos, Nike
Detroit and Under Armour, makes it a
really unique time to be in the city in
the winter time,” said Jennifer Ollinger,
manager of domestic and international
marketing at the Detroit Metro
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
At the stadium, groups get a closeup look at The BELFOR Training Center
(the Red Wings’ practice facility), club
areas, Gondola seating and the streetlevel concourse known as “Via.”
“There are things that you don’t see
in any other arena, such as the grid
system that hangs 40 feet below the
ceiling of the building, that lights up in

LED colors — there’s nothing like it in the
world,” said Tom Wilson, president and
CEO of Olympia Entertainment.
Detroit tour groups will find plenty
to do outside the arena: jump on
Detroit’s new QLINE to explore the city
by rail; explore historical and revived
neighborhoods of Corktown, Midtown
and the Eastern Market District; and visit
local museums like Henry Ford Museum
of American Innovation at The Henry
Ford or the Detroit Institute of Arts.
Detroit Metro Convention
& Visitors Bureau
313-202-1800
visitdetroit.com

By Erica Zazo
GroupTour.com

11

“Everyone is proud
to be part of The
Original Six.”

Red Wings

David O’Donnell,
Greater Boston CVB

Toronto, Ontario
“Toronto is really Canada’s
downtown,” said Andrew Weir, executive
vice president and chief marketing officer
at Tourism Toronto. “One of the things
that makes Toronto distinctly Canadian
is the buzz and the energy that comes
anytime there’s hockey going on.”
The Maple Leaf’s Scotiabank Arena
does not offer a tour program, but
hockey fans new and old can celebrate
the history, excitement and diversity of
the sport in the Hockey Hall of Fame.
Interactive exhibits, uniforms from all over
the world and player tributes provide an
opportunity to both learn and reminisce.
“It’s a great celebration of nostalgia
for those of us who’ve been fans for
many years,” Weir said. “People that
grew up with it, you get to see all the
players, all the inducted members,
exhibits, uniforms and tributes. What
I love, though, is this is not the NHL
Hall of Fame, but the Hockey Hall of
Fame. They have a wonderful exhibit on
international women’s hockey and the
international hockey gallery which has

all the different
countries and the
evolution of their
uniforms.”
Groups can
Holiday shopping, Chicago
also experience
Toronto’s hockey
culture by ice
skating themselves. A number of
signature rinks across the city offer
various skating experiences both day
and night: glide past the TORONTO sign
at the central Nathan Phillips Square,
zig-zag under urban overpasses (with
the option to stop rinkside for a drink) at
The Bent Way, and dance on ice at the
Harbourfront rink to nightly DJ sets.
Tourism Toronto
416-203-2500
seetorontonow.com

Boston, Massachusetts
Hockey is a piece of Boston’s near400-year history.
“Everyone is proud to be part of The

From top: Olympia Entertainment/Olympia Development of Michigan, Adam Alexander Photography/Choose Chicago
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Original Six if you’re one of those cities,
and for the Bruins certainly, the fact that
Boston has been represented in the
National Hockey League for so long is
a defining attribute of our sports here,”
said David O’Donnell, senior manager
of media relations at the Greater Boston
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
The West End, Boston’s oldest
neighborhood, houses TD Garden,
where the Bruins play their home
games. It’s surrounded by culture and
entertainment, and groups have the
chance to hang with Bostonians on
Causeway Street.
Groups can also explore outside
of the sports district to see worldrenowned exhibits and art. Check out
the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum,
the Mapparium at The Mary Baker

Eddy Library and the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum.
However, true hockey fans should
take the time to experience “The
Garden” on game night.
“You see those flags hanging from
the rafters from the titles and retired
numbers and it’s just so resonant —
you’re in that stadium that fills you with
a sense of the history of the teams,”
O’Donnell said.
Greater Boston Convention
& Visitors Bureau
617-536-4100
bostonusa.com

Chicago, Illinois
With three Stanley Cup
Championships in recent years,
Chicago’s vibrant and enthusiastic
community of hockey lovers and fans
has only grown.
Visitors can skate next to the iconic
“Bean” sculpture in Millennium Park, see
the city’s Christmas lights from above
at The Sky Deck and take a self-guided
tour of the Bobby Hull and Stan Mikita
hockey exhibits on a game night at the
Blackhawks’ United Center.
“One of the most incredible
experiences that happens at the United
Center before games is the National
Anthem,” said Kara Bachman, executive
director for the Chicago Sports
Commission, part of Choose Chicago.
“You can probably ask anybody who’s
experienced it, whether they’re a
Blackhawks fan or not, that it’s the most
moving National Anthem pre-games that
you could ever see.”
This season in particular is special
for Blackhawks fans. The Winter Classic,
a series of outdoor NHL games held
annually on the first of the year, isn't a
far drive for Chicagoans. Groups can
travel to Notre Dame Stadium in South
Bend, Indiana, on Jan. 1, 2019, to see
the Bruins take on the Blackhawks.
Or, visitors who’d rather soak in the
experience in the city can attend
Chicago’s own Winter Classic festival,
a free event set to be held downtown at
Millennium Park for the community in
conjunction with the game. n
Chicago Sports Commission
312-567-8595
choosechicago.com/
chicago-sports-commission

Copley Plaza, Boston

Boston

Nathan Phillips Square, Toronto
From top: Kyle Klein (2), Tourism Toronto
GroupTour.com
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itinerary planner

Illinois

DuPage County
“DuMore in DuPage” is the new brand for DuPage
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Group visitors are able to discover something familiar — or
completely unexpected — in DuPage County’s 38 communities.
Located 20 miles west of Chicago, DuPage County combines
urban sophistication and small-town charm.
“DuPage County’s one-of-a-kind museums, rich historical
sites, nature trails, signature cuisines, winery and craft brewery
tours and more offer an experience for all groups,” said Ellen
Klesta, market & services manager at the bureau. “The area
also attracts high-end shoppers and bargain hunters in search
of designer brands. From must-experience mega and designer
outlet malls to downtown boutique shops, DuPage’s uncommon
shopping experiences are a big draw.”
DuPage Convention & Visitors Bureau
630-575-8070
discoverdupage.com

ENJOY

Stop at Drury Lane
Theatre in Oakbrook Terrace.
The venue is known for its
grandeur. The 2018–19
season of Broadway-caliber
shows includes Mamma
Mia! and Disney’s Beauty
and the Beast. Coming in
2019–20 are The Color
Purple, And Then There Were
None, Roald Dahl’s Matilda
and Disney & Cameron
Mackintosh’s Mary Poppins.
Drury Lane Theatre
630-570-7272
drurylanetheatre.com

DuPage CVB
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TASTE

Travel to Lynfred Winery
in Roselle for a tour and
tasting. Lynn and Fred
E. Koehler, who founded
the winery in 1979, were
pioneers in the Illinois
wine industry. Recipients
of numerous international
and national awards for its
wine, the winery offers wine
tastings, flights and bottles
every day of the week.
Lynfred Winery
630-529-9463
lynfredwinery.com

LEARN

SEE

Head to Naper
Settlement, an awardwinning 12-acre, 19th-century
interactive outdoor history
museum with 30 historic
structures in downtown
Naperville. Through its
costumed interpreters, groups
learn about the past and how
it relates to the present, from
pioneer times to today. Travel
’N Talk presentations also are
available during group tours
or as separate programs.

Stop at The Morton
Arboretum, an outdoor tree
museum and tree research
center in Lisle. Explore the
1,700 acres and more than
222,000 live plants on foot
or arrange for an arboretum
guide to step on the
motorcoach for a one-hour
narrated tour. Learn about the
arboretum’s internationally
renowned plant collections,
research programs and
Morton family legacy.

Naper Settlement
630-420-4161
napersettlement.org

The Morton Arboretum
630-968-0074
mortonarb.org

illinois

Garfield Park Conservatory
offers tranquil escape
In the bustling Midwest city of Chicago, groups don’t have to travel far to
reach a tropical paradise. Garfield Park
Conservatory, located on the northwest
side of the city, shares an extensive collection of lush gardens and exhibits.
The conservatory presents 110 years
of rich history, dating to 1908, and it
continues to evolve with its exotic plants
and specimens. The Palm House is the
largest room in the conservatory at 65
feet high and 90 feet wide. The room
features over 70 vibrant palms, in addition to other plants from warm, tropical
habitats around the globe.
In 1926, the Field Museum gave
the conservatory a seed that was collected on an expedition, which has
now grown into the Scheelea Palm, the
largest and oldest palm in the conserva-

tory’s collection.
The Fern Room is an example of
what Illinois may have looked like
millions of years ago; it houses rocky
outcroppings, an indoor lagoon, a waterfall and, of course, ferns, to embody a
swampy landscape.
In the Desert House, groups can see
one of the region’s most varied collections of succulents and cacti. The size
of the plants vary, from tiny living stone
plants to very large century plants.
Another popular stop is the Aroid
House, which is home to many familiar
house plants that gardeners know and
love. Persian lilies pop out among the
koi fish near the waterfall on the east
side of the room, creating a majestic and
fantasy-like habitat.
Guided tours of the conservatory

and scavenger hunts can be arranged for
groups. n
Garfield Park Conservatory
773-638-1766
garfieldconservatory.org/group-visits

www.visiteffinghamil.com
800-772-0750

GTM/Kelsey Smith

Reader Service Card #725

Discover the Outside of
Ordinary with customized
itineraries for your groups.

800.369.6151
tourchampaign.com
When Alaskan reindeer
give kisses for graham
crackers.
Reader Service Card #149
GroupTour.com
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Halim Time & Glass Museum

Walk among masterpieces
in Halim Time & Glass Museum
After 30 years of personal collecting,
Cameel Halim was ready to share his
rare and expansive timepiece and glass
collection with the public.
Halim Time & Glass Museum, located in Evanston, opened its doors in 2017
and exhibits more than 1,100 clocks and
over 100 pieces of stained-glass windows
and jewelry. It is now one of the largest
time and glass collections in the world.
“Ever since I was a little boy I always
loved mechanics, and I ended up collecting maybe the most important collection
of timepieces in the world,” said Halim,
owner and curator of the Halim Time &
Glass Museum. “It is like a documentation of history of time — a hobby which
became very big and very important, so
we decided to display it to the public.”
Guests leave wowed by the intrica-

cies and craftsmanship displayed within
the 25,000-square-foot museum. Eleven
years of research inform the displays
and digital monitors, which include
a history behind how the pieces were
made, where they come from and their
antiquity.
On the first floor, guests explore the
stained-glass exhibit and accompanying
Tiffany Room, the largest collection of
American stained glass from artist Louis
Comfort Tiffany. The collection features
stained glass, porcelain, jewelry, paintings, enamel and pottery.
More than a thousand timepieces
and clocks are displayed by country of
origin on the museum’s second floor.
The clocks are from England, France,
China and other countries.
“We believe we have the best mu-

seum in the world for clocks,” Halim
said. He argues his clock collection
rivals that of the Louvre and the Forbidden City, both in number of timepieces
and history.
A third floor is currently under
construction and is set to open by the
end of 2018. It will feature rare, small
glass pieces including Galilee glass from
France, Chinese imperial glass and 18thcentury American glass.
Groups can book both guided and
non-guided tours. Special reservations for lunch or use of the museum’s
cafe can be arranged at the time of the
request. n
Halim Time & Glass Museum
847-881-4396
halimmuseum.org
L A TR AVI ATA

•
•
•

9 operas, a Broadway musical, backstage tours, and more
Complimentary group leader tickets
Prices start at $39

Call 312.827.5927 or visit lyricopera.org/groupsales today to
plan your group experience!
Reader Service Card #744
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PHOTO: COURTESY ROYAL OPERA HOUSE

GIVE YOUR GROUP
AN UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCE AT LYRIC!

itinerary planner

Indiana

French Lick and West Baden
With its legendary history and top attractions, French Lick
and West Baden has long served as a group-friendly destination
in south central Indiana.
“Surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, the resort
community of French Lick West Baden has been welcoming
guests for over 100 years, and we would love the opportunity to
welcome your group next,” said Kristal Painter, group experience
curator for Visit French Lick West Baden. “Guests enjoy worldclass opportunities, wrapped up with small-town charm in our
destination.”
Nature lovers especially enjoy a cruise of Patoka Lake and
the opportunity to view eagles, osprey and other wildlife along
the shores.
Visit French Lick West Baden
812-936-3418
visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

STAY

LEARN

Consisting of two historic
hotels, French Lick Springs
and West Baden Springs,
the French Lick Resort
welcomes guests with the
ultimate of luxury and gracious
hospitality. Guests can enjoy
guided historic walking tours
of both properties. Check
out the Vegas-style casino,
numerous restaurants and
shops at each property, worldclass spas and championshiplevel golf.

Stop at Wilstem in Paoli
to experience encounters with
three African elephants and
two giraffes. Both encounters
offer education and oncein-a-lifetime opportunities to
interact with the creatures
in a serene environment.
Wilstem offers lodging
cabins, horseback riding,
ATV adventure tours and
canopy zip lines. A grizzly
bear encounter opened in fall
2018.

French Lick Resort
812-936-9300
frenchlick.com

Wilstem
812-936-4484
wilstem.com

RIDE

Climb aboard the French
Lick Scenic Railway.
Experience a relaxing
ride through the Hoosier
National Forest, past natural
limestone outcroppings and
through the Burton Tunnel,
the second-longest tunnel
in Indiana. The railway
offers a number of themed
excursions throughout the
year. In 2019, it will introduce
dinner train excursions.
French Lick
Scenic Railway
800-748-7246
frenchlickscenicrailway.org

DINE

Take in a buffet dinner and
a show at Abbeydell Hall
at Legend of French Lick.
The original music productions
have guests tapping their toes.
These Branson-style dinner
shows, catering to groups,
have quickly become a favorite
attraction and are an excellent
way to offer the perfect evening
after a day of touring.
Abbeydell Hall at Legend
of French Lick
812-936-5300
silvernightent
ertainment.com

Visit French Lick West Baden

GroupTour.com
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Discover your story at The Genealogy Center
Make a visit to Fort Wayne even
more memorable with a stop to The
Genealogy Center in the Allen County
Public Library.
Located in the heart of the downtown area, the history center offers an
impressive collection of over 1 million
physical items, and access to the best
and largest online databases. The library
is known for being the home to the nation’s largest public genealogy collection.
“The Genealogy Center offers a
unique combination of riches for individuals looking to discover their family
stories,” said Curt Witcher, manager of
The Genealogy Center. “The physical
collection provides rather comprehensive coverage for North American,
the British Isles, as well as Eastern and
Western Europe. That collection is
smartly complemented with some of the
best online databases and the expertise

of an experienced and willing staff.”
The Genealogy Center offers a
physical tour of the center that can be
customized to match a group’s research
interests or time constraints. It is recommended to plan for at least 45 minutes
for a guided tour, with advance notice
appreciated.
Groups can walk among shelves and
shelves of books or search the online databases for valuable information relating
to their own family history.
Types of information visitors to
the center can expect to find include:
family histories, census records, city
directories, passenger lists, naturalization records, military records, U.S. local
records and periodicals and Native
American records.
Before visiting The Genealogy
Center, visitors can look at the online
catalog for information about what kind

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience!
Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality,
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Shelby Rice at shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

812-936-3418 • vflwb.com/groups •
Reader Service Card #755
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The Genealogy Center

of collection is available for the state
and/or city in which they live.
Groups should bring names and
dates for family members they are interested in researching in order to make
the best of the time spent at The Genealogy Center. n
Allen County Public Library
(The Genealogy Center)
260-421-1225
genealogycenter.org

indiana

Madison shares its riches with groups
Madison lies on the banks of the
Ohio River and is surrounded by
majestic Clifty Falls State Park. Located
not far from Louisville, Cincinnati and
Indianapolis, the city is no stranger to
group tours.
“We have a group tour coordinator
on staff,” said Sarah Prasil, marketing
and advertising director of Visit Madison. “We want to share our story and
beautiful history with others.”
And share it does. The river town
boasts a bevy of attractions and plays host
to numerous events throughout the year.
Historic Downtown Madison can’t be
missed. The downtown area is home to
the largest contiguous National Historic
Landmark district in the U.S., with 133
blocks. There are over 25 locally-owned
restaurants, cafes, wineries, specialty
shops and historic sites. Three of the
wineries have the distinction of being
award-winning and are a part of the
Southeast Indiana Wine Trail.
As one of four of its kind, the historic
Broadway Fountain is one of the can’tmiss downtown landmarks. Originally displayed at the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition, the fountain came to Madison
in 1884. The fountain is modeled after the
Place-de-la-Concord fountains in Paris.
Consisting of three basins, the fountain is
26 feet high and 35 feet wide.
Lanier Mansion is a quintessential
example of 1840s Greek Revival architecture. Considered the crown jewel of
Madison’s Historic District, the mansion
has been restored and staged to appear
as it did when the Laniers lived there.
Not a detail is left out — the preservation is impeccable. Sign up for a tour
and learn about James Franklin Doughty
Lanier, one of the pioneers of Madison,
the fine architectural features of his
home and about the city he called home.
Clifty Falls State Park is home to
four waterfalls that range from 83-foot
roaring plunges to gentle trickles. While
spring is the best time to visit the falls,
the state park offers year-round hiking.

The rugged geological serenity of the
canyon landscape is a sight to behold.
Guided tours are offered and can be
scheduled. n

Visit Madison
812-265-2956
visitmadison.org

Visit Madison
Clifty Falls State Park

wa
Get A y to

Sweet Funone
for Everyin SoIN

PRETTY GOOD HERE

found only

GoSoIN.com/group-SoIN | 800.552.3842 | @GoSoIN

| @soinphotos
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Hands-On Fun

Get Your

Minnetrista

Craft On!

Explore Ball family legacy
at Minnetrista
“All the different hands-on activities
are a blast, no talent required!
You are treated like their guest and
everything is planned out for you.
We loved it!”
– Triumph Community Bank Travel Club,
East Moline, IL

Request Your
FREE Planner
Call 1-800-322-8198
or order it online at:

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com/planner
OHIO
Indianapolis

INDIANA

1

Cincinnati

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

Reader Service Card #368
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America knows the Ball Brothers
Glass Company for being one of the best
canning jar manufacturers.
For the residents of Muncie, that legacy
is local history. There, in the heart of east
central Indiana, lies a “gathering place by
the water,” known as Minnetrista.
The name Minnetrista comes from
the combining of the Sioux word “mna,”
which means “water” and the English
word “tryst.” To this day the land is
home to learning, entertainment and
recreation. In fact, the one-time home
of F.C. Ball now stands as a museum
dedicated to the Ball family’s legacy and
the rich history of the region the family
loved.
This legacy started in 1880, but it
wasn’t until 1887 that the Ball family
moved its glass manufacturing business
from Buffalo, New York, to Muncie. Ever
since, Ball jars have left Muncie and
found their way into homes across the
country.
All group tours of the estate allow
visitors to peruse galleries, walk the
gardens and learn about the Ball family’s
enduring contributions, such as Ball
State University and Indiana University
Health Ball Memorial Hospital.

Looking for something more specific?
“You can do a custom group tour
with an expert from our horticulture
or collections team,” said Ashley Mann,
discovery and engagement manager at
Minnetrista.
While the specialized tour does come
with an up-charge, the tour dives deeper
into the topic of choice.
“Minnetrista is a great place,” Mann
said. “It offers 40 acres of gardens,
historic homes and nature. We have
exhibits that change every few months
as well.”
Upcoming exhibits in 2019 include
“Wicked Plants” (Jan. 19–May 19),
“Amazing Pollinators” (May 13–Sept. 1),
and “Minnetrista Original Manufacturing in East Central Indiana” (October
2019–February 2020).
“We also have a few art shows and
makers spaces periodically throughout
the year,” Mann said.
Motorcoach parking is available onsite. n
Minnetrista
765-287-3552
minnetrista.net

thisisindiana.org

Get into the Spirit

at these great holiday events
Historic Corydon & Harrison County, Southern Indiana
Light Up Corydon
A Merry Country Christmas
Corydon Winter Wine Walk
Holiday Corydon Extrvaganza
Caroling in the Cave

For a sample itinerary, contact Stacy at 888-738-2137
or stacyp@thisisindiana.org

Reader Service Card #337

itinerary planner

Michigan
Marquette

Set on the shores of Lake Superior, Marquette is a
destination that offers opportunities to enjoy an area that is
as vast as its horizon. As the largest city in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula, Marquette is a historic town that blends big-city
offerings with friendly encounters all while surrounded by nature.
“Our area’s ambiance is on display through the experiences
we offer that represent a culture anchored in artisanship and
ingenuity,” said Susan Estler, executive director of Travel
Marquette.
With a host of events that take place throughout the year, this
vibrant community has diverse accommodation offerings along
with unique dining establishments and award-winning craft
breweries. Marquette has mastered feeding appetites hungry for
nature, great food and unique experiences.
Travel Marquette
906-228-7749
travelmarquettemichigan.com

TOUR

Marquette Maritime
Museum highlights the
area’s maritime heritage and
serves as the gateway to the
Marquette Harbor Lighthouse.
There are daily tours from
May through October, which
all end with a walk down
the front catwalk providing
access to the only spot to
snap a photo of the front of
the lighthouse.
Marquette Maritime
Museum
906-226-2006
mqtmaritimemuseum.com

SEE

December 2018

ENJOY

Head to the Superior
Dome, located on the
campus of Northern Michigan
University. The Dome opened
on Sept. 14, 1991. It is 14
stories tall, has a diameter
of 536 feet, and covers an
area of 5.1 acres. Guinness
World Records listed it as the
largest wooden dome in the
world in 2010. It’s made of
781 Douglas fir beams and
108½ miles of fir decking.

Presque Isle Park,
a 323-acre oval-shaped
peninsula, is the crownjewel in Marquette’s outdoor
recreation offerings for its
ease of access as well as
unmatched views of Lake
Superior. Designed under the
direction of Fredrick Olmsted,
the famed landscape
architect, it has been deemed
one of the finest natural city
parks in the world.

Go to Lake Superior
Theatre. This converted
boathouse at the edge of
Mattson Lower Harbor offers
a setting as memorable
as the production. It is
home to original summer
musical theater productions
celebrating regional history,
culture and music traditions
as well as other special
events. Shows run from July
through August.

Superior Dome
nmu.edu/superiordome

Presque Isle Park
906-228-0460
marquettemi.gov

Lake Superior Theatre
906-227-7615
lakesuperiortheatre.com

Clockwise from top: Travel Marquette, GTM/David Hoekman (4)
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EXPLORE

YOUR EVERY DESIRE

DESTINATION
Whether you crave the relaxation of a luxuriously carefree resort or the excitement
of our action-packed casinos, Soaring Eagle Properties has it all. From our waterpark
and executive golf course to top-name entertainment and exciting dining options,
the perfect getaway is waiting for you!

NEWLY RENOVATED
NEW High Limit Gaming • NEW VIP Lounge • NEW Enclosed Non-Smoking Area
Poker Room • NEW Ascend Sports Bar • Entertainment Hall

MOTORCOACH PACKAGES: Special Pricing on day and overnight trips.

877.2.EAGLE.2 | SOARINGEAGLECASINO.COM
Reader Service Card #489
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Detroit Zoo builds on tradition
When the Detroit Zoo opened on
Aug. 1, 1928, it was the first zoo in the
United States to use “barless exhibits”
extensively. Instead, the Detroit Zoo featured animals in their natural habitats.
And that “barless” philosophy is a
thrilling part of the zoo’s largest exhibit
ever that premiered in 2016 — the Polk
Penguin Conservation Center. The $32
million, 33,000-square-foot habitat
offers unique views above and below
water as more than 70 penguins of four
species dive and soar through a chilled
326,000-gallon, 25-foot-deep aquatic
area.
“This allows visitors to observe
penguins as they deep-water dive —
something that is almost impossible
to see, even in the wild,” said Patricia
Mills Janeway, Detroit Zoo communications director. “The habitat provides an
GroupTours_ArcticFox_4.75x2.25_Winter18_Final.pdf
optimal environment
for the penguins’

welfare and encourages wild behavior,
from diving and porpoising to nesting
and rearing young.”
Situated on 125 acres of naturalistic exhibits, the zoo provides a natural
habitat for more than 2,000 animals
representing 230 species. However, the
main goal of the zoo, Janeway said, is
“celebrating and saving wildlife.”
“Wildlife is facing great challenges
— from climate change and habitat loss
to poaching and the exotic animal trade
— leaving many species threatened, endangered or on the brink of extinction,”
she said. “The Detroit Zoological Society
leads and supports wildlife conservation
programs on six continents. “
The Detroit Zoo welcomes hundreds of groups and events each year.
Groups range in size from 20 to several
thousand guests through a variety of
1 discount
10/10/2018 12:30:42
PM
admission,
picnic and private

Experience the magic of
the Zoo in winter!
Explore indoor and outdoor habitats.
Make your group reservation today!
Contact Group Sales Manager Jenise Collins
at (248) 336-5841 or jcollins@dzs.org.
www.detroitzoo.org

Open 362 days a year.

Roy Lewis

catered events.
“Many guests who come here as part
of a group haven’t been in years and are
delighted to see all the wonderful new
habitats,” Janeway said.
“Most people think of the zoo as
a place to see exotic animals in naturalistic habitats, connect with nature,
ride the miniature railroad and enjoy a
picnic,” she said. “What they ultimately
discover are the myriad things the
Detroit Zoological Society does beyond
the Detroit Zoo’s 125 acres to advance
wildlife conservation, animal welfare,
environmental sustainability and humane education.” n
Detroit Zoo
248-541-5717
detroitzoo.org

Reader Service Card #388

One of “The 10 coolest museums
in the world.” — The New York Times
Be inspired as you step back in time at The Henry Ford Museum of
American Innovation. Board the bus where Rosa Parks took a stand by
taking a seat and discover the flight achievements of the Wright brothers.
Beyond The Henry Ford, families can build and play at Legoland Discovery
Center Michigan or see underwater wonders at Sea Life Michigan Aquarium,
both located at Great Lakes Crossing Outlets. Then cool down at the
Detroit Zoo’s Polk Penguin Conservation Center, the world’s largest penguin
exhibit. Now is the time to experience Detroit. It’s GO time.

Base photo courtesy of The Henry Ford.

Reader Service Card #388
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Sparks
are flying

at the
Holland Museum!
The Smithsonian Institution’s Spark!Lab is
a hands on invention space that will
allow children and families to create,
collaborate, explore, test, experiment,
problem solve, and invent.
Holland Museum
31 W. 10th Street

www.hollandmuseum.org
(616) 796-3329

The Holland Historical Trust is a 501(c)3 organization

TULIP TIME
May 4-12, 2019

FOR EVENT DETAILS, GROUP DISCOUNTS &
ITINERARY PLANNING VISIT OR CALL

www.tuliptime.com | 800-822-2770
Reader Service Card #184

GroupTour.com
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Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland
makes spirits bright
For the rest of the world Christmas
may come but once a year, but every day
is Christmas Day at Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland in Frankenmuth.
Billed as the largest Christmas store
in the world, the shop is almost two
football fields in size, said Lori Libka,
communications assistant at Bronner’s.
That’s 98,000 square feet of retail space
with 50,000 items available. Many items
can be personalized and ready to travel
in an hour or so.
In addition, Bronner’s has “lots of
beautiful displays to give folks ideas
for decorating their homes,” she added.
Some 130 themed decorated and lighted
trees are on display at any given time.
Bronner’s doesn’t offer tours, but visitors are invited to watch videos in the
complex’s program center. The World of

Bronner’s video explains the history of
the store and features the voice of Wally
Bronner, who started the store in 1945.
And only 220 steps from the store’s
south entrance, visitors will find the
Silent Night Memorial Chapel, a replica
of the original chapel in Oberndorf/Salzburg, Austria, marking the site where
“Silent Night” was first sung on Christmas Eve, 1818.
The chapel shares the history of the
beloved song “Silent Night,” now the
world’s favorite Christmas carol.
“It’s just beautiful,” Libka said. “We
have stained-glass windows in there, and
recordings play of choirs singing ‘Silent
Night.’ It’s just a wonderful experience
— very peaceful.”
The chapel is open during store
hours.

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | BALK CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

ADULT TOURS@MEIJERGARDENS.ORG
I-96 AND EAST BELTLINE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

Photo by Peter McDaniel.

Reader Service Card #386
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Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland
989-652-9935, ext. 442
bronners.com

Historic

MuskegonMI

White Pine
Vi age
®

Find compatible lodging options and targeted custom itineraries.
Call Bernadette at 1-800-250-9283 | visitmuskegon.org

Reader Service Card #165
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“We also recommend that groups,
if they can, visit our grounds at night
and take a walk down half-mile-long
Christmas Lane lit with 100,000 lights
and displays,” Libka said. “The lights are
shining every day from dusk to midnight. It’s wonderful to see the lights
after dark and enjoy the displays.”
If visitors prefer not to walk, the
coach can take a slow roll down the lane,
she added.
Spacious motorcoach parking is
available. n

10/15/18 9:34 AM

experience
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Bronner’s CHRISTmas Wonderland

ADVENTURE

AWAITS

Where History is Fun!
MasonCountyHistoricalSociety.com
231-843-4808
Reader Service Card #129
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Get a thrill with Shemhadar
Dog Sled Adventures
in Cadillac. “We started giving public
When 8-year-old Chris Dewey read
tours in 2007–2008 and we have 23 dogs
about heroic sled dog Balto, the little girl
right now,” Dewey said.
knew what she wanted for her upcoming
“The name comes from the words
gift days.
‘Shem,’ which means ‘Place,’ and ‘Hadar,’
A Siberian husky in Nome, Balto
which means ‘fruit in all seasons,’ bewas credited with saving children’s lives
when his Alaskan village was affected by
cause we have something going on here
diphtheria in 1925. The diphtheria vacin every season,” Dewey said.
Depending on snowfall, dog sledding
cine was needed and the closest was 483
is offered from mid-December through
miles away. Led by Balto and a team of
February, plus a few weekends in March.
dogs and guides, the journey was made
Shemhadar offers several types of
and the children were saved.
tours including a special one for groups
“Our daughter promptly told us that
called A Taste of Mushing. The tour
she wanted a sled and some dogs for
includes a custom kennel visit and short
her birthday and for Christmas,” said
rides for everyone.
mother Gina Dewey. “We agreed and
“We like to keep the group sizes to
that’s what started it all.”
12 to 18 people,” Dewey said. “We have
Before long, Gina Dewey and her
one rider and one driver on the sled so it
husband Tim Dewey had opened a place
takes10/8/18
a while6:07
to give
called
Shemhadar Dog Sled Adventures
LVH-GLGT-Dec2018.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp
AM everyone
Page 1 a ride.”

May 5 ~ May 22
September 29 ~ October 24

June 9 ~ August 29

Courtesy of Shemhadar Dog Sled Adventures

Larger groups can split into two sessions, with one half of the group doing
A Taste of Mushing while the other half
visits attractions in Cadillac. n
Shemhadar Dog Sled Adventures
231-779-9976
vbs20.com/ShemhadarKennels

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

September 3 ~26

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.
Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, two restaurants and lounges, a wine cellar, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure
every detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.
2019 rates start from just $67.50* per person including our delicious continental breakfast. Call toll free
today to schedule your stay!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

Packaging available!
* Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of

10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations and continental breakfast. Rates not available on
Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 14-16) rates from $115.00 double occupancy.
Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary luggage handling to/from hotel with
purchase of our optional tour packages. Taxes, Fees, and Service Charges additional. Rates subject to change.

ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

We Love Groups!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street
Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

Reader Service Card #197
GroupTour.com
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Explore the past with Sault Historic Sites
The Edmund Fitzgerald left port on
a sunny Sunday afternoon with only
ripples on the lake. The largest vessel
then operating on the Great Lakes, the
Fitzgerald was loaded with iron ore.
Anticipating bad weather, the boat’s
captain Ernest McSorley set a course
hugging the sheltered shore of Lake

2018

Superior. But it was clear that the approaching storm was growing in intensity well beyond the initial forecast.
The Fitzgerald entered the eye of the
storm. As the vessel headed for shelter,
rising wind and waves came out of the
north. Heavy seas swamped the freighter; blinding snow obliterated sight.
In less than 10 minutes, the “Big Fitz”
had disappeared from the surface without a distress call being heard by anyone.
On Nov. 10, 1975, the Edmund Fitzgerald sank with 29 crewmen aboard. There
were no survivors, and no bodies were
ever found.
“Two of the lifeboats from the
Edmund Fitzgerald are in the Valley
Camp,” said Paul Sabourin, curator of Sault Historic Sites in Sault
Ste. Marie, Michigan. “The highest
percentage of people come into the
Valley Camp to learn more about the
Edmund Fitzgerald.”
The Museum Ship Valley Camp

Call Kristen Kaselitz to learn more
about our group tour packages.
kkaselitz@missionpoint.com
906.430.8138
www.missionpoint.com

Reader Service Card #131

A grand group destination

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy a
full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary
Grand Luncheon Buffet, a multiple-year winner of the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence.
Call Julia Luckey at 517-349-4600 or grouptours@grandhotel.com

1-800-33GRA ND • gr a ndhotel.com

Reader Service Card #123
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Sault Historic Sites
906-632-3658
saulthistoricsites.com
Jackie Sheckler Finch

The Perfect Choice for
Groups in Michigan’s
Must See Destination

28

opened as a museum in 1972. Built
in 1917, the steamship once housed a
crew of 32 men and hauled iron ore and
coal for 38 years. Groups can explore
the crew sleeping quarters, dining area,
engineer room, pilothouse and the
cargo hold, which is filled with maritime
exhibits.
Nearby, the Tower of History also
is part of Sault Historic Sites. Soaring
210 feet above Sault Ste. Marie and the
Soo Locks, the tower offers a spectacular vista of the world’s busiest inland
shipping channel and the Museum Ship
Valley Camp.
“In the main lobby of the tower are
native artifacts,” Sabourin said. “An
elevator takes you up 183 feet or you can
climb 292 steps. You can stand outside
and get a beautiful view.” n

itinerary planner

Minnesota
New Ulm

Located 90 miles from Saint Paul in the Minnesota River
Valley National Scenic Byway, New Ulm calls itself the most
German city in America.
“Experience Germany without a passport,” said Sarah
Warmka, marketing specialist for the New Ulm Area Chamber
of Commerce and Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Skip the
long flights and jetlag and experience German culture here
in southern Minnesota. We can help make your trip extra
memorable — from group polka lessons to dancing with Narren
dressed in colorful clothing and hand-carved wooden masks,
we have lots of options that will entertain your guests.”
The Narren of New Ulm are a humorous composite of
people and personalities who give color and life to communities
around the world.
New Ulm Area Chamber of Commerce
and Convention & Visitors Bureau
888-463-9856
newulm.com

DRINK

CLIMB

Visit August Schell
Brewing Company, the
second-oldest family-owned
brewery in the nation, and
oldest brewery in Minnesota.
The brewery is loyal to its
German roots, producing
German-style lagers since
1860. Stroll the beautiful
gardens or go on a brewery
tour; either way, guests
are charmed by the small
brewery on the hillside.

Make the trek up the
winding staircase to get
to the top of the 102-foot
Hermann Monument.
Hermann, depicting Hermann
the Cheruscan, father of
German independence.
Hermann’s army liberated
Germania from Roman rule
in A.D. 9. The monument in
Hermann Heights Park has
been watching over New Ulm
since 1897.

August Schell
Brewing Company
507-354-5528
schellsbrewery.com

Hermann Monument
hermannmonument.com

CELEBRATE

New Ulm is the city of
festivals. Bavarian Blast,
HermannFest, Oktoberfest,
Bock Fest — there’s always
a festival coming up in New
Ulm. Bust out the lederhosen
or dirndl, get ready to eat
sauerkraut and drink a
Schell’s beer and practice
polka moves, because New
Ulm loves celebrating its
German heritage.
New Ulm Area Chamber
of Commerce and CVB
888-463-9856
newulm.com

SEE

New Ulm’s downtown
is filled with unique German
architecture, specialty shops
and local restaurants. Also
located downtown is the
Glockenspiel, the 45-foot
tall clock tower that houses
37 bells that chime three
times a day. Twelve figurines,
depicting characters from
the city’s history, rotate on
a circulating stage during
performances.
New Ulm Area Chamber
of Commerce and CVB
888-463-9856
newulm.com

Clockwise from top: Kyle Krenz, New Ulm CVB, Don Borstad, New Ulm CVB (2)
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minnesota

Visit birds of prey at the National Eagle Center
On the banks of the Mississippi River
in Wabasha, tour groups of all ages will
enjoy the thrill of getting an up-close
look at rescued and wild eagles at the
National Eagle Center.
Focusing on environmental education through the lens of bald and golden

eagles, the 15,000-square-foot interpretive center is home to four bald eagles,
one golden eagle and one red tail hawk.
The birds are all rescued and rehabbed
from the wild.
Learn from naturalists and avian
caretakers as they share facts about eagle

Create unforgettable Minnesota memories. Visit the Mississippi

behavior and biology, their place in
American culture, and the story of their
endangerment and recovery over the last
60 to 70 years.
Groups can explore two floors of interactive exhibits on a self-guided tour,
or grab a seat for the center’s popular,
daily “live eagle program” that answers
questions and provides a front-row seat
to an in-person eagle feeding.
A one-of-a-kind viewing room in the
heart of the center lets visitors observe
birds from just a few feet away with no
physical barrier (such as netting or glass
windows) in between. And an outdoor
viewing platform lets groups perch

River headwaters. Cruise on Lake Superior. Travel the Great River
Road or 20 other scenic byways. Experience world-class dining and
theater, concerts, museums, shopping and hands-on attractions.

National Eagle Center

P L A N YOUR M I N N E S O TA T O U R AT E X P LOR E M I N N E S O TA .C OM

National Eagle Center

Reader Service Card #653
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minnesota
alongside wild eagles while gazing out
over the Mississippi River valley.
“Every year, hundreds, if not thousands, of bald and golden eagles congregate along the Upper Mississippi where
we’re located,” said Ed Hahn, National
Eagle Center marketing manager. “We
see eagles at our facility every single day,
and our center provides absolutely phenomenal viewing opportunities of these

spectacular birds.”
Groups should consider visiting in
winter when eagles migrate to the region
as they search for open water and food
along the unfrozen Mississippi River.
The barren landscape throughout the
cold months provides ample viewing
conditions when trees are bare and nests
are visible to perching eagles.
Guided viewing field trips are avail-

able November through April when
bald and golden eagles are abundant
in the area. Before visiting, groups can
call the center for weekly eagle counts
and insight on where visibility is most
promising during the trip. n
National Eagle Center
651-565-4989
nationaleaglecenter.org

EVERYTHING
UNDER ONE ROOF

::::::::::::::::::::::
P L A N Y O U R T R I P,
F I N D D I S C O U N T S + M O R E I N FO AT
M A L LO FA M E R I C A . C O M /G R O U P S
Contact: tourism@moa.net or 952.883.8643

MALLOFAMERICA.COM

Reader Service Card #160

/MALLOFAMERICA

@MALLOFAMERICA

@M A L LOFA M E RICA

Reader Service Card #410
GroupTour.com
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Ohio
Akron

Ohio’s fifth largest city, Akron offers visitors metropolitan
amenities surrounded by breathtaking natural vistas.
“Greater Akron is the perfect destination for groups large
and small,” said Jim Mahon, vice president of marketing and
brand management for the Akron/Summit Convention & Visitors
Bureau. “Our sights, sounds and experiences promise to create
lasting memories for everyone. Our destination sales team is
eager to lend a helping hand with a variety of complimentary
planning services. Most importantly, we want to ensure you
minimize your planning time, while maximizing our expertise.
If you want to enjoy unmistakably iconic attractions, special
events, dining and shopping, there’s no need to look any farther
than Greater Akron, Ohio.”
Akron/Summit Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-245-4254
akron.travel

SIP

Enjoy craft beer while
traveling the third annual
Summit Brew Path,
featuring nationally awardwinning Thirsty Dog Brewing
Company and Hoppin’ Frog
Brewery. With a purchase
at one of the participating
breweries, receive a
passport stamp. Collect all
the stamps and receive an
“I Completed Summit Brew
Path 2019” growler.
Summit Brew Path
summitbrewpath.com

Akron/Summit CVB
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RIDE

Journey through the heart
of Ohio’s only national park,
Cuyahoga Valley National
Park, aboard the Cuyahoga
Valley Scenic Railroad.
A variety of excursions are
available. The train provides
an excellent view of the
natural scenery and wildlife of
the park and an opportunity
to learn about the history of
the railroad in the area.
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic
Railroad
330-439-5708
cvsr.com

DISCOVER

SEE

Explore Stan Hywet Hall
& Gardens, the former estate
of F.A. Seiberling, co-founder
of The Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Company. The estate
features a historic 65-room
Tudor Revival manor house,
Gothic Revival conservatory,
Gate Lodge and about
70 acres of artistically
landscaped grounds and
formal gardens. Tram service
is available upon request.

Stop at Akron Art
Museum. A world-renowned
modern art collection is
housed in the juxtaposing
original “brick” building and
new “glass/steel/concrete”
structure. Groups can
tour one of the museum’s
exclusive special exhibitions
or get to know its modern
and contemporary collection
through a variety of tour
options.

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens
330-315-3284
stanhywet.org

Akron Art Museum
330-376-9186, ext. 247
akronartmuseum.org

ohio

La Comedia Dinner Theatre combines
Broadway-style shows and fine dining
La Comedia Dinner Theatre’s tagline
is “A taste of Broadway,” appropriate for
a theater that brings Broadway-style
shows to the Midwest. The Springboro
theater has been feeding and entertaining guests since 1975 with seven major
productions a year.
The dinner theater evolved from the
thesis a man named Joe Mitchell wrote
for his graduate school project.
“He narrowed it down to four locations throughout the country before
deciding the location between Cincinnati and Dayton was prime because
there wasn’t anything like it in this area,”
said Joe Adkins, owner of La Comedia.
“Location-wise, it’s perfect because we’re
right off Interstate 75, and we’re 20 miles
south of the crossroads of America —
Interstate 70.”

The 2019 season will mark 25 years
that Adkins and his family have owned
La Comedia. Performances for 2019 are:
Almost Heaven (a tribute to the works
of musician John Denver), Jan. 17–Feb.
17; Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, Feb. 21–April 14; Newsies,
April 18–June 9; Shrek, The Musical,
June 20–Aug. 11; On Golden Pond,
Aug. 15–Sept. 8; Disaster, a 70s Disaster
Movie … Musical!, Sept. 12–Nov. 3; and
Elf, The Musical, Nov. 7–Dec. 31.
Some lesser-known actors who
performed at La Comedia have gone
on to fame on the big screen. The most
notable is John Goodman, Adkins said.
La Comedia offers seven shows a
week with three additional performances
for its Christmas show, which begins in
November and runs through December.

BEGIN THE JOURNEY
to SIMPLICITY

VOTED

La Comedia Dinner Theatre

The dinner theater’s signature salad
with papaya chutney dressing is served
on guest arrival, and a buffet follows,
Adkins said. “We try to put as much
emphasis on the quality of the food as
we do the shows,” he added. n
La Comedia Dinner Theatre
800-677-9505, ext. 2
lacomedia.com/group

BEST

DESTINATION
IN AMISH COUNTRY

Invite your guests to our rambling retail
store for a visit full of history and wonder.

On the Square in Kidron, OH
In the heart of Amish Country • Open every day except Sunday

«

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours to see what we offer.
Prior to visiting call 1-800-438-5346 or email info@lehmans.com

LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346

«

Reader Service Card #680

Explore our wild side…
Begin by requesting a Group Tour Planning Packet
for Trumbull County in northeastern Ohio!
ExploreTrumbullCounty.com • 866.360.1552
Reader Service Card #266

Create a
Holiday
Memory!
Travel TUSC.com
TUSCARAWAS COUNTY, OH
Reader Service Card #145
GroupTour.com
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Marion features new, expanded
offerings in 2019–20
Marion is poised to become one of
the hottest new group tour destinations
in the Midwest, according to Mark Holbrook, executive director of the Marion
Area Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“With the restoration of the Warren
G. Harding Home and its reopening in
the spring of 2019 and the construction of the new Harding Presidential
Center/Museum in 2020, our community will be the only one in the country
to contain a presidential home, library/
museum and presidential memorial,”
Holbrook said.
While dozens of motorcoach groups
visit Marion each year, the addition
of a museum honoring the 29th U.S.
president will take this small town north
of Columbus from a regional destination
to a national one, Holbrook said.

Much like the thousands of people
who came to Marion in 1920 for Harding’s front porch presidential campaign,
it is expected that presidential enthusiasts, history lovers and people who
simply love to travel will visit the new
facility.
The museum will recount the life of
Harding from his early youth in the area
to his time as the publisher of Marion
Star to his campaign for president. During the campaign he often spoke to large
crowds from his front porch. Harding’s
presidency will be covered as well as
his death before his first term ended.
The story of the nationwide effort to
construct the memorial and final resting
place in his hometown will also be told
at the museum.
The museum and restored home, a

Inspirational,
Broadway-Style Shows!
Your Cleveland Experience Starts Here
CLEVELAND HISTORY CENTER

of the WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

10825 East Blvd. Cleveland OH 44106 | www.wrhs.org
Tues - Sun 10AM - 5PM @clestartshere #CLEStartsHere

Marion Area CVB

$7.3 million project, is the anchor for a
community revitalization effort in the
community called the Marion Cultural
Corridor that also features a historic
1,400-seat theater, Union Station railroad depot, and several restaurants and
shops in the downtown area.
The in-town attractions can be
combined with a number of rural group
experiences that are within a 15-minute
motorcoach ride.
“The Marion area has a unique combination of significant heritage attractions, local shops and dining, plus great
entertainment that allows groups to
have an experience at a great value and
enjoy the comfort of touring in a rural
area,” Holbrook said. n
Marion Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
800-371-6688
visitmarionohio.com

Reader Service Card #373

...plus concerts
from world-class artists!
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OhioStarTheater.com
1387 Old Route 39, Sugarcreek, OH
Group Sales – 855-344-7547
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www.fpconservatory.org
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Mix fun with beauty in Hocking Hills
The Hocking Hills of central Ohio
blends interesting attractions with
natural beauty and exciting outdoor
adventure.
“The Hocking Hills is a really special
destination that’s ideal for the more active traveler and smaller affinity groups
who don’t require a large chain hotel,”
said Karen Raymore, executive director
of Hocking Hills Tourism Association.
“From guided hikes, canopy tours and
kayaking, to tours of an authentic moonshine distillery, the Pencil Sharpener
Museum or the last washboard factory in
America, the region offers visitors a host
of really unusual experiences.”
The region is known as Ohio’s natural wonderland because of places like
Hocking Hills State Park, near Logan.
The park’s six separate areas cover 2,000
acres, including Old Man’s Cave and Ash
Cave. An extensive trail system takes

hikers to sandstone outcropings and waterfalls. Year-round naturalist programs
in the state park include hikes, interpretive talks, movies and campfires.
Hocking Hills is the canopy tour
capital of the Midwest. More than 60 zip
lines provide a bird’s-eye view of breathtaking landscape as visitors travel from
treetop to treetop.
Hocking Hills Canopy Tours in
Rockbridge offers SuperZip. Participants
climb three elevated walkways and two
scenic tree platforms to reach the top of
an 85-foot tower. Then secure in a harness, they fly — like a super hero — over
the Hocking River. Located on a former
golf course, the company also offers
a zip line canopy tour and all-terrain
Segway tours.
Head to Logan for a guided tour of
the Columbus Washboard Factory, the
only remaining washboard manufac-

turer in the U.S. Skilled workers operate
vintage machinery and hand assemble
the boards one at a time. A shop sells
washboards, soaps and handmade items.
The Paul A. Johnson Pencil Sharpener Museum in Logan showcases more
than 3,400 pencil sharpeners. n
Hocking Hills Tourism Association
800-462-5464
explorehockinghills.com

Old Man’s Cave
Hocking Hills Tourism Association

Interested?

THERE’S MORE TO EXPLORE!

Memories of Christmas Past,
Arms Family Museum

ll Love
You’
our holiday tours

CONTACT US about our FREE step-on
guide service.
Ideal Northeast Ohio
location midway between
New York & Chicago,
Cleveland & Pittsburgh

800.447.8201
youngstownlive.com

The Butler Institute of American Art
Reader Service Card #753

GroupTour.com
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Wisconsin
Fox Cities

Nestled along Wisconsin’s Fox River and Lake Winnebago
are 19 communities that comprise greater Appleton, also known
as the Fox Cities.
“Whether planning a new tour, customizing a tour or
expanding an established itinerary, our destination is the perfect
stop for your group,” said Alison Hutchinson, convention sales
and marketing representative at the Fox Cities Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “No one knows the Fox Cities better than we
do, so let us assist you with planning support and promotional
resources.
“We invite you to be dazzled by our visual and performing
arts, to discover the illusions of Harry Houdini, catch some
exciting minor league baseball action, enjoy endless dining
options, top-notch shopping, and so much more.”
Fox Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau
920-734-3358
foxcities.org

TOUR

Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass, located
on Lake Winnebago in
Neenah, opened in 1959
to house the world’s
largest collection of glass
paperweights. Today, the
collection includes significant
objects of antique Germanic
glass and contemporary
glass sculpture, with
temporary glass exhibitions.
Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum of Glass
920-751-4658
bmmglass.com

SEE

Visit the Fox Cities
Performing Arts Center in
downtown Appleton and enjoy
the best of touring Broadway,
one-of-a-kind cultural
performances and national
touring artists. Performances
and programs have made the
Fox Cities P.A.C., a nonprofit
organization, the place
where arts come alive for the
community since opening in
2002.
Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center
920-730-3786
foxcitiespac.com

Clockwise from top: Fox Cities CVB (3), Gary Parker, Fox Cities CVB
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SAMPLE

Stop at Simon’s
Specialty Cheese in
Appleton to taste all the Dairy
State has to offer. Simon’s
Specialty Cheese holds
several current World and
National titles. In addition
to its expansive cheese
selection, Simon’s is proud
to offer the best of Wisconsin
wine, craft beer, meats, fudge
and gifts.
Simon’s Specialty Cheese
920-788-6311
simonscheese.com

TASTE

Appleton’s Stone Arch
Brewpub features a full bar
offering its award-winning
beers. The menu has
extensive choices accenting
local, sustainable and organic
foods including vegetarian
and gluten-free options. The
Tap Room features 24 beers
and live music every Tuesday
night. Groups also can enjoy
the outdoor Beer Garden
when the weather permits.
Stone Arch Brewpub
920-731-3322
stonearchbrewpub.com

wisconsin

Lakeshore Adventures
caters to all abilities
A trip to Door County is not complete without a day on the water with
Lakeshore Adventures.
“One of the biggest reasons people
flock to Door County for various paddling opportunities is due to the fact
that we have so much water around us,”
said Jon Jarosh, director of communications and public relations for Door
County Visitor Bureau. “Three hundred miles of Lake Michigan shoreline
surround our peninsula and 34 named
islands.”
Lakeshore Adventures has clear-bottom kayaks, as well as single and tandem
kayaks.
Four guided tour options are available to groups. The Shipwreck Tour is
done in clear-bottom boats that give
paddlers the opportunity to experience several shipwrecks. The Bluff Tour
takes paddlers on the shores of Hedge
Hog Harbor, where they see limestone
bluffs. The Cave Point Tour goes along
the shoreline of Lake Michigan and lets
paddlers see limestone caves and tunnels
that are only accessible from the water.
The Eco Tour shares the area’s natural
biodiversity by taking groups through

Lakeshore Adventures

an area that is only accessible by canoes
and kayaks.
Whether members of the group are
beginners to paddling sports or advanced, there is a body of water that will
fit their ability and skills.
“Thanks to how our peninsula juts
out into Lake Michigan, there’s usually
calm water somewhere to paddle here
almost every day,” Jarosh said. “If there’s
a west wind, the east coast is calm, if
there’s an east wind, the west coast is
calm, and on those days where our big
water is too rough to paddle, we have
some great inland lakes and estuaries

that are almost always calm, and frankly
are worth a paddle in their own right
anyway.”
Lakeshore Adventures offers a large
discount for groups that have 20 or
more people.
Want to add more adventure to the
group’s trip? Lakeshore Adventures has a
zip line, charter fishing option, pontoon
boats, paddleboards and bicycles. n
Lakeshore Adventures
920-839-2055
lakeshore-adventures.com

OVER 12 GROUP-FRIENDLY
ATTRACTIONS WITHIN
A HALF HOUR!
• Botanical Gardens
• Historic Homes
• Worlds Largest
Pheasant Farm
• Industry Tours

Reader Service Card #343

PLAN YOUR GROUP TOUR
TO NORTHWEST WISCONSIN

800-367-3306
WASHBURNCOUNTY.ORG
Reader Service Card #712
GroupTour.com
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CHAINS ARE
FOR BIKES.
LOCAL ISN’T A BUZZWORD IN MILWAUKEE, IT’S JUST HOW WE LIVE.
LOCAL RESTAURANTS, LOCAL COFFEE, LOCAL RADIO – YOUR GROUP IS IN
FOR A TOTALLY AUTHENTIC, ONE-OF-A-KIND MILWAUKEE EXPERIENCE.

PLAN YOUR TOUR
VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/GROUPS

All types of tours for
all sorts of visitors.
From art to architecture, from serious to silly,
there’s a Museum tour perfect for any group.

mam.org/tours

All This and More...

Sweet!

Racine County, Wisconsin,
located on beautiful Lake
Michigan, offers cultural,
historical and entertaining
attractions for your group
tour.

New Tour & Interactive
Exhibits Daily 9am–4pm
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane
Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522

Contact Eileen Arnold at
Real Racine, 262-884-6407.

Store Hours 9am-5pm

© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Dancing Horses Theatre: Open Year Round!
SHOW & MEAL
PACKAGES AVAILABLE!
Check website
for dates and times
www.thedancinghorses.com

Reservations suggested
for family entertainment
at it's Best!

262-728-8200

5065 Highway 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53115

Wisconsin’s #1 Must See
Live Attraction!

38

December 2018

Reader Service Card #396

F

wisconsin
OUR 2019 SEASON!

LEGENDS OF COUNTRY - MY FAIR LADY
MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL
THAT’S WHAT I CALL ROCK & ROLL
ANNIE - BUDDY - A CHRISTMAS STORY

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

located at
the intersection
of art, history and
culture

H-DMuseum.com
877-HD-MUSEUM
©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley,
Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.
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Harley-Davidson Museum®

Harley-Davidson Museum shows
American design and culture
Visitors don’t have to be “H.O.G.” fans
to enjoy a tour of Milwaukee’s Harley-Davidson Museum®. That’s because the company’s fascinating story, well documented
and displayed at the museum, parallels
the history of the U.S. The company recently celebrated 115 years in business.
“A walk through the Harley-Davidson Museum® is a walk through the history of America,” said Tim McCormick,
project manager, museum communications. “With an unrivaled collection
of Harley-Davidson’s® motorcycles
and memorabilia, a 20-acre, park-like
campus and a calendar full of activities,
the H-D Museum is one of Milwaukee’s
top tourist destinations for visitors from
around the globe. A visit to the H-D
Museum is an experience that will stay
with you for a lifetime.”
Among the museum’s many exhibits,
the “Tank Wall” showcases customized
Harley-Davidson tanks including commissioned one-of-a-kind creations by
noted artists.
The Engine Room features a 1940s
Knucklehead “exploded bike” separated
into pieces and a “family tree” depicting

the evolution of the Harley-Davidson
engine from the beginning to the present.
The “Custom Culture” exhibit gives
visitors a look at the creative expression H-D owners engender — from
their “outlaw” image to Elvis’ bike and
the “King Kong,” a customized nearly
13-foot-long Harley with two engines.
And in the “Experience Gallery”
visitors can swing a leg over one of many
motorcycles and see what it feels like to
be astride a Harley.
Groups have a number of tours
from which to choose — an audio tour,
a behind-the-scenes tour, a highlights
tour, an Inside H-D tour and a Bikes,
Brats and Beer Tour that includes a museum tour and a bus tour of Milwaukee’s
historic areas with stops for sampling
brats, cheese and beer.
The museum offers easy motorcoach
access and free parking as well as complimentary museum admission for bus
drivers and tour escorts. n
Harley-Davidson Museum
414-287-2799
h-dmuseum.com
GroupTour.com
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Eau Claire
Wisconsin’s clear water place moves to its own beat

By David Hoekman

Artisan Forge Studios

T

he independent spirit of Eau Claire’s
residents makes the city a perfect
destination for group tours.
This northwest Wisconsin university city is making a name for itself as a
creative hub with a hip and homegrown
music and arts scene and a hearty entrepreneurial culture.
Eau Claire has reinvented itself as the
Indie Capital of the Midwest.
“We enjoy welcoming groups to our
little slice of indie culture,” said Linda
John, executive director of Visit Eau
Claire. “Our artful small-town city has
much to offer. From kubb to art and
from breweries to bike trails, our community centers itself around collaboration and originality.”

Art stops
Artisan Forge Studios is a former
truck dealership that has been transformed into a place of creativity, col40

laboration and community. Almost 50
artists and creatives work there.
“It’s a little crazy and a lot of fun,”
said owner Greg Johnson, a metal artist
himself.
The studio building is a way for the
community and visitors to find the
artists and for the artists to inspire each
other. Groups can visit the gallery space
and arrange for an artist demonstration.
Just outside of Eau Claire, in Fall
Creek, artist Mel Sundby’s Manyfires Art
Studio showcases local artists. Sundby
can set up a hands-on two-day workshop for groups.
Each May, a new set of sculptures
arrives for the Downtown Eau Claire
Sculpture Tour. The sculptors lease the
works — featuring a variety of styles,
materials and sizes — to the exhibit for
11 months. Guided tours of the sculptures can be arranged. The tour’s 54
sculptures make Eau Claire the second-

Downtown Eau Claire Sculpture Tour

Visit Eau Claire
December 2018

Lazy Monk Brewing

Artist Holli Jacobson, Artisan Forge Studios

Revival Records

largest tour of this kind in the
country.
The 11,000-student University
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire plays a key
part of the area’s independent spirit
and its celebration of art and music.
The university’s robust theater
program is located in the new Pablo
Center at the Confluence, which
opened in September in the downtown district at the confluence of
the Chippewa and Eau Claire rivers.
Besides a 1,200-seat theater
and a flexible 400-seat theater, the
complex includes multiple free art
galleries; rehearsal, dance and community rooms; visual arts studios
and galleries; and labs for sound
and lighting and set and exhibit
design. There’s also a recording
studio; multimedia production and

Kubb

costume design spaces; and offices
for management, university faculty
and Visit Eau Claire staff.
While downtown, go through
the new and used vinyl at Revival
Records. Find merchandise produced by, for and/or about people
in Eau Claire at The Local Store.
Tangled Up in Hue offers handmade
gifts, jewelry and art.

The great outdoors
Commune with nature at Lowes
Creek County Park. The park’s trails,
developed and maintained with the
help of the Chippewa Off Road Bike
Association, are perfect for hikers,
runners and mountain bikers.
Eau Claire is home of the U.S.
National Kubb Championship.
While in the city, play the lawn

Clockwise from top left: Visit Eau Claire, GTM/David Hoekman, Visit Eau Claire

game, often called Viking chess.
Beaver Creek Reserve in Fall
Creek offers 9 miles of hiking trails, a
butterfly house and an observatory.

Brewing scene
Breweries are part of the landscape in the Chippewa Valley. Visit
The Brewing Projekt and Lazy Monk
Brewing in Eau Claire. The Jacob
Leinenkugel Brewing Company in
Chippewa Falls shares 150 years of
brewing history at the brewery and
the adjacent Leinie Lodge. Also in
Chippewa Falls are Chippewa River
Distillery & Brewster Bros. Brewing
Co and River Bend Vineyards. n
Visit Eau Claire
715-831-2345
visiteauclaire.com
GroupTour.com
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Connecticut
Hartford

Hartford, Connecticut, is known as the insurance capital of
the world and presents groups with a thriving arts community,
historical attractions and a beautiful riverfront.
“Welcome to Hartford,” said Randy Fiveash, director for
Connecticut Office of Tourism. “Connecticut’s capital city offers
friendly, small-town comfort with a big-city vibe. Overlooking the
majestic Connecticut River, Hartford is a walkable city, known
for its wealth of architecturally rich buildings, arts and culture,
and recreational attractions. Savor our wide variety of awardwinning restaurants of many cuisines. We hope you enjoy your
visit and return soon.”
MetroHartford Alliance provided these itinerary ideas.
MetroHartford Alliance
860-525-4451
metrohartford.com

DO

A visit to the Harriet
Beecher Stowe Center
lets visitors walk in Stowe’s
footsteps. She was the author
of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The
home was freshly restored in
2017 and shares the Victorian
decorating choices of the
author. The house’s interactive
spaces connect Stowe’s work
to the present day.
Harriet Beecher
Stowe Center
860-522-9258
harrietbeecherstowe
center.org

SEE

TOUR

Take one of many tour
options at the Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of
Art. Explore the permanent
collection via a highlights
tour, go on a special themed
tour or take a TAP mobile
tour that lets group members
use their smartphone to
learn about the museum.
The collection contains over
50,000 pieces of art.

Check out The Mark
Twain House & Museum via
a guided tour. Sharing over
16,000 artifacts, visitors will
get a feel for how Samuel
Langhorne Clemens (Mark
Twain) lived. See different
decorative and fine arts
pieces as well as popular
culture artifacts that display
interpretations of the author
and his work.

Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art
860-278-2670
thewadsworth.org

The Mark Twain House &
Museum
860-247-0998
marktwainhouse.org

Clockwise from top: iStock, The Connecticut Office of Tourism, MetroHartford Alliance, The Connecticut Office of Tourism (2)
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WALK

Explore history at
the 22,000-square-foot
Connecticut Old State
House. View the variety of
historic rooms and exhibits
through a guided or selfguided tour. The building’s
architecture is a mix of three
different periods: Federal,
Victorian and Colonial
Revival. The National Historic
Landmark building was
originally built in 1796.
Connecticut’s Old
State House
860-522-6766
cga.ct.gov/osh

connecticut

Nibble through New England
Food Truck Festival
Fill a craving for something different
at the New England Food Truck Festival
in Connecticut.
“People can expect a family-friendly
event that focuses on providing people
with an outing filled with entertainment
for all ages and eclectic fare,” said Mike
Lukaszewicz, one of the organizers of
the festival.
The food truck festival, established
in 2015, is held at two separate locations during the summer each year. One
is held at the Mohegan Sun Casino in
Uncasville, Connecticut, in September
and the other in early summer at the Big
E fairgrounds in West Springfield, Massachusetts.
“During the festival we have live music and vendors selling different goods,”
Lukaszewicz said. “In terms of the food,
there truly is something for every craving. Even the pickiest of eaters will be
sure to find something to love.”
The festival offers a great selection
of food from at least 30 different food
trucks, as well as entertainment that
is friendly for all ages. The festival at
Mohegan Sun has a firework show on
Saturday.
“I think it is important for groups
to know that we aren’t your average
food truck festival,” Lukaszewicz said.
“They shouldn’t come expecting foods
you would see at smaller fairs. Some of

the trucks we recruit are from five-star
restaurants or winners of different food
wars. ”
Groups that purchase tickets in
advance online receive a discount. But
tickets can be bought at the gate on the

day of the festival. n
New England Food Truck Festival
860-949-2679
nefoodtruckfest.com

Just saying ...
TOP 25 Aquarium in the U.S.
– TripAdvisor

BEST Family Attraction
in New England
– Yankee Magazine

BEST Family Travel Destination in CT
– Readers Digest

Easy on & off from I-95 in southwestern Connecticut.
Discounted group pricing includes a spectacular IMAX® movie.
A selection of excellent restaurants all an easy walk away. Convenient nearby bus parking.

MaritimeAquarium.org

10 North Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854 Exits 14n or 15s off I-95 in historic Norwalk CT
Reservation Code: GTM 12/18
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Maryland

Montgomery County
In Montgomery County, travelers will find a broad scope of
America’s favorite pastimes. With endless art, entertainment,
attractions and some of the country’s most beloved historical
sites, Montgomery County is truly close to the action, but a
world apart.
Just a short metro ride away, Montgomery County is
conveniently located adjacent to Washington, D.C., making it
an ideal and convenient location for groups large or small and
of all ages. Enjoy culinary crossroads, rich history and outdoor
adventures with a classic Maryland flavor.
The county consists of several popular locations including
Chevy Chase, Silver Spring, Gaithersburg, Germantown,
Rockville and Bethesda, which was just named one of the Top
20 Best Places to Live in the U.S. by Money Magazine.
Visit Montgomery, MD
240-641-6750
visitmontgomery.com

SEE

Heralded as one of the
best land conservation
policies in the country,
Montgomery County created
an Agricultural Reserve
encompassing 93,000 acres
of farm land. Among the
working farms in the area,
Butler’s Orchard offers
country gatherings including
seasonal fruit picking, private
tractor-driven wagon rides,
tours, picnics, giant slides
and educational fun.
Butler’s Orchard
301-428-0444
butlersorchard.com
Visit Montgomery
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TOUR

Established during the
Civil War, the National
Museum of Health and
Medicine is a history buff’s
dream. The museum’s first
curator visited mid-Atlantic
battlefields and solicited
contributions from doctors
throughout the Union Army
to collect specimens for
research in military medicine
and surgery. The information
was published in six volumes.
National Museum
of Health and Medicine
301-319-3300
medicalmuseum.mil

EAT

DO

The Mansion at
Strathmore is home to
intimate artistic programs
presented by Strathmore in
the Dorothy M. and Maurice
C. Shapiro Music Room,
exhibition spaces, outdoor
pavilion and sculpture
gardens. The Strathmore
Tea Room, serving Tuesdays
and Wednesdays, provides
sounds of local musicians
and a light lunch of
delectable tea savories.

RIO Washingtonian
Center is Gaithersburg’s
picturesque open-air
shopping and dining
destination situated in
the heart of Montgomery
County. Shoppers enjoy an
unmatched selection of more
than 50 choices for shopping,
dining and entertainment.
Stroll along the waterfront,
ride in a paddleboat, wander
into boutiques, indulge and
dine alfresco.

The Mansion at Strathmore
301-581-5108
strathmore.org/mansion

RIO Washingtonian Center
301-921-4684
washingtoniancenter.com

maryland

Past, present and future meet
at Button Farm Living History Center
Button Farm Living History Center
near Germantown interprets the period
when slave labor shaped the landscape.
Visitors encounter 19th-century
buildings, such as a house, barns, shed,
pavilion and animal pens. And there’s a
museum garden, heritage breed animals,
tools and artifacts from plantation-era
Maryland.
According to Anthony Cohen, visitors experience plantation life and the
story of slavery and the Underground
Railroad through a series of hands-on
activities designed to create sensory
experiences.
Cohen is president of The Menare
Foundation, which oversees the center
and preserves the history of the Underground Railroad.
“Visitors to the farm most enjoy being
able to literally ‘touch’ the past, by handling objects and conducting tasks that
would have been done on a 19th-century
Maryland plantation,” Cohen said.
Group visits to the farm are usually
60–90 minutes for guided tours and
2–2½ hours for the formal living-history
programs.
“What makes our farm unique is our
use of second-person interpretation, also
known as ‘active history,’” Cohen said.
“The visitor experience is created through
the sensory act of taste, touch, smell,
sight and sound. Ours is a departure
from the normal ‘do-not-touch’ museum
experience, as guests are part and parcel
of creating the experience they get.”
Several programs are offered by appointment weekdays from June through
November. Programs cover Maryland
slavery, the Underground Railroad, the
natural world and sustainable agriculture.
Groups tours are best scheduled at
least 30 days in advance.
Those arriving by motorcoach must
contact the center in advance so that
special arrangements can be made.
Motorcoaches cannot be parked on
the property and will be directed to an

off-site parking location after dropping
passengers at the front gate. n
Button Farm Living History Center
202-903-4140
buttonfarm.org

Where

The Menare Foundation

Downtown
Meets
Upcountry

Agricultural History Farm Park

The Music Center at Strathmore

Montgomery Parks’
Oakley Cabin

Montgomery County, Maryland puts exciting new culinary
experiences, rich history and outdoor adventures right at
your fingertips. Plan your next meeting or social event just
a quick metro ride from Washington, DC. There’s something
for everyone - with classic Maryland flavor.

Get Inspired!
www.VisitMontgomery.com
Socialize @visitmoco
Reader Service Card #170
GroupTour.com
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National Aquarium opens Animal Care
and Rescue Center
The National Aquarium’s new Animal Care and Rescue Center provides
a permanent, world-class home for the
care of the aquarium’s animals and some
of its rescue operations.
A 56,339-square-foot building in
Baltimore’s historic Jonestown neighborhood was transformed in 18 months of
renovation. The advanced facility creates
every ecosystem of the ocean in the
middle of Baltimore City and has the capability to produce up to 15,000 gallons
of purified fresh and salt water monthly.
Home to up to 1,500 animals at any
given time, the ample pools provide a
place for care and acclimation for species from beta fish to sharks, and more
than doubles the capacity for off-exhibit
and rescue animal care. The space also

features the exhibit fabrication workshop, where corals and other elements
are intricately handcrafted to re-create
the world’s aquatic habitats.
The center is located seven-tenths
of a mile from the National Aquarium’s
main campus.
Viewing
windows line the
center’s primary
hallways, allowing a unique
opportunity for
tour guests, student groups and
other visitors to
view animal care
and welfare work
previously unseen

by the public.
Opportunities to use and tour the
building will be organized through the
aquarium. Tours for the public start in
January 2019.
“At the National Aquarium, our

City of Baltimore
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Mountain Maryland Gateway to the West Heritage Area
Just 3 hours from Baltimore
& D.C. and 2 hours from
Pittsburgh!

Funded in part by the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority.

MARYLAND/DELAWARE STATE LINE

Buffalo
New York

Cleveland
Pittsburgh
Columbus

Philadelphia
Baltimore

Washington, DC
Richmond

Dover

OCEAN
CITY

Northside Park

800.626.2326

127th Street

OCO-2018-24105 Group_Tour_Creative_Refresh_4.75x4.75.indd 1
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10/18/18 3:47 PM
94th Street

ASSAWOMAN
BAY

Cross Country & Downhill Skiing

Experience the authentic mountain charm of Garrett
County, Maryland. Your groups will love our variety
of attractions, ranging from historic and cultural
resources to our natural and scenic landscape.

www.deepcreekgroups.com

OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL
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maryland
highest calling is the health and welfare
of the animals in our care,” said John
Racanelli, the aquarium’s president and
CEO. “This innovative, new center is our
beating heart. “We are truly grateful for
the public and private supporters who
have made it possible.”
The Animal Care and Rescue Center
also provides a headquarters for the
National Aquarium Animal Rescue
team, celebrating 26 years of response,
rehabilitation and release for more than
200 animals. n

Great location within minutes of the Inner
Harbor, National Aquarium, Oriole Park
at Camden Yards, Fort McHenry,
Arts & Cultural District.

National Aquarium-Animal Care
and Rescue Center
410-576-3833
aqua.org/ACRC

• Free Welcome Ice Cream Social
for All Groups. (15 Rooms or More.)
• 30% OFF Best Available Rates
• Free Motor Coach Parking
• 1 Comp Per 25
• Easy Access for Motor Coach
Pick Up/ Drop Off
410.625.6200
24 W. Franklin St., Baltimore, MD 21201
baltimoreindigohotel.com

City of Baltimore
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Don’t Let These Moments

PASS YOU BY
Call Today! 301-791-3246
VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM
Reader Service Card #714
GroupTour.com
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Make memories with
Taste of Frederick Food Tours
Eat like a local while on a tour with
Frederick Food Tours in Maryland.
“Ultimately, I think people most
enjoy the unique combination of food,
history and local perspective,” said Sarah
Kurtanich, chief eating officer at Taste of
Frederick Food Tours. “The food on the
tour is delicious and the biggest selling
point, but participants get so much more
than a great progressive meal through
downtown Frederick.”
The Market Street Food Tour takes
groups on a three-hour walking tour of
downtown Frederick.
“There are currently seven food and
drink stops along the tour route, and
the tastings range from savory to sweet,”
Kurtanich said. “Participants will taste
local beer, made-from-scratch food
from locally-owned restaurants, artisan

chocolate, unique sodas and more.
Along the tour route we cover a range
of Frederick’s history and culture. We
discuss Frederick’s revival over the past
20 years and tell a few Civil War and
Revolutionary-era stories as well.”
Groups should schedule tours six to
12 months in advance. Private group
tours are an option.
Tours are led by locals who want to
share their passion about Frederick and
its food scene.
Vegetarian options can be available at
each stop on the tour. n
Taste of Frederick Food Tours
301-658-7520
tastefrederickfoodtours.com
Taste of Frederick Food Tours

Monocacy
National
Battlefield

A little bit of learning and
a little bit of sweet treats…
that’s what makes
a good tour!
Enjoy a progressive lunch tour
with an all-day guide!
Follow in Union and Confederate soldiers’ footsteps,
visit Monocacy National Battlefield, taste locally
brewed Civil War inspired beer and dine in historic
Downtown Frederick.

VISITFREDERICK.ORG • 800-999-3613
Reader Service Card #754
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www.CarrollCountyTourism.org
800-272-1933

Convenient to Gettysburg, Baltimore & Washington, D.C.
Reader Service Card #756
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Massachusetts
Martha’s Vineyard

Martha’s Vineyard is a captivating 100-square-mile island
ringed with 19 beaches.
“The Vineyard is a favorite destination for groups and
individuals,” said Nancy Gardella, executive director of Martha’s
Vineyard Chamber of Commerce, the regional tourism council
for Martha’s Vineyard. “Visitors immerse themselves in island
history, lore, leisure and lifestyle. Its geographic diversity lends
itself to many pursuits, along a marvelous spectrum from active
to enlightening.”
Beaches and byways beckon visitors onward to explore its
three ports and three island towns, each completely distinctive
and unique. Scenic beauty feeds spirits, and the island’s many
wonders rejuvenate visitors. Sunbathe, explore, paint, cycle, sail,
dine, shop, hike, gallery and studio hop, and learn.
Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce
800-505-4815
mvy.com

SEE

Visit the 318 whimsical
and colorful MVCMA
Gingerbread Cottages
in Oak Bluffs’ 34-acre
pedestrian-friendly
campground, also the site of
an iconic iron tabernacle. The
campground is free to enter
and stroll. This diverse and
vibrant community celebrates
its historic and religious roots
dating to the early 1800s.
Martha’s Vineyard Camp
Meeting Association
(MVCMA)
508-693-0525, ext. 10
mvcma.org

TOUR

SIP

EXPLORE

Martha’s Vineyard
Museum inspires all to
discover, explore and
strengthen connections to
Martha’s Vineyard and its
diverse heritage. Its objects,
documents, photographs
and paintings rotate in its
exhibits. The museum reopened in October at its
new headquarters at the
fully-renovated former 1895
Marine Hospital in Vineyard
Haven.

Offshore Ale, a mainstay
of Oak Bluffs’ entertainment
scene and the first brewery
on the island, is a lively
and enjoyable place to eat,
drink its 21 craft beers
and socialize. Take a
brewery tour, listen to live
entertainment with Tuesday
Jazz and Wednesday Bands,
Beer & BBQ. A portion of
proceeds from select brews
support various island
organizations.

The red clay cliffs at
Aquinnah Cliffs are a
National Historic Landmark
owned by the Wampanoag
people. Epic multicolored
clay cliffs — carved by
glaciers eons ago — are
worth trekking to the island’s
westernmost point. To the
Wampanoag, the Aquinnah
Cliffs are a sacred spot. See
the cliffs up close as they
stretch along the sands at
Moshup Beach.

Martha’s Vineyard Museum
508-627-4441
mvmuseum.org

Offshore Ale
508-693-2626
offshoreale.com

Aquinnah Cliffs
800-505-4815
mvy.com

Clockwise from top: Peter Simon (2), Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce (2), William DeSousa-Mauk
GroupTour.com
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deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum
focuses on modern works
DeCordova Sculpture Park and
Museum is both close to a major Eastern
metropolis and far away from it.
While the 30-acre park is just 30
minutes from Cambridge and Boston, the
conservation land surrounding it makes

it feel worlds away from urban life.
“The uniqueness of the sculpture
park is what draws people,” said Donna
Berube, tour and registration coordinator. “They are always surprised and delighted to see the beauty of the park and
the variety of sculptures as they drive in.”
Located in Lincoln, the sculpture
park provides a constantly changing
landscape of large-scale, outdoor, modern and contemporary sculpture and
site-specific installations. The park plays
host to more than 60 works, the majority of which are on loan to the museum.
Tour groups can view the museum
and sculpture park on their own or
request a free guided tour.
“Our expertly trained museum
guides engage visitors of all ages in con-

versational tours that enlighten visitors
about the changing contemporary art on
view and can also include a history of
the site, the former estate of Julian and
Lizzie de Cordova,” Berube said. “There
is also an award-winning museum store
and an indoor and outdoor cafe, as well
as places to relax and take in the beautiful pondside view.”
Groups may work with education
staff to arrange an art activity that complements an indoor or outdoor tour. n
deCordova Sculpture Park
and Museum
781-259-8355
decordova.org

deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum

10.2018-NBCVB-Group Tour.qxp_Layout 1 10/4/18 2:03 PM Page 1
Reader Service Card #682

Visit
A STORY IN EVERY MILE
Oﬀering accommodations, restaurants, breweries,
wineries, distilleries, unique event sites, transportation,
group attractions, sightseeing, tours, wedding services
and more. Great weekend getaway or extended stay
only 30 minutes from Boston.
Request a free Travel Guide & Group Planner.

Photo: Sunset Schooner Sail in
Gloucester by Dan Phillips
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Something new is coming
to Berkshire Botanical Garden
Berkshire Botanical Garden in Stockbridge has been a place of serenity and
beauty since 1934.
Visitors to the garden in 2019 will
see a new topiary garden comprising 22
established installations of whimsical
animals and creatures.
“Berkshire Botanical Garden has
been called a community gem,” said
Robin Parow, director of marketing
communications. “Encompassing 15
acres, the garden begins at the top of a
gradually sloping hill and then meanders along pathways through 24 different gardens to a pond at the bottom of
the hill.”
Each of the 24 gardens has a different
focus, such as lilies, primroses, herbs,
roses or vegetables. Plants are wellmarked and easily identified.

“Benches in the gardens allow visitors to rest, reflect and appreciate a very
natural setting,” Parow said. “More than
39 well-marked species of trees grow
throughout the garden and provide
shaded areas to sit.”
Most of the gardens are located on
the north side of Massachusetts Route
102. This area also holds the garden’s
recently renovated and refurbished
Center House, which houses art galleries, a botanical library, teaching kitchen,
classroom and office space.
On the south side of Route 102 is
an educational center with a children’s
garden and vegetable garden, as well as
the visitor center.
While the garden is open year-round,
the season for guided tours is from May
1 through Columbus Day.

Berkshire Botanical Garden

Self-guided tours may also be arranged.
For group lunches, a variety of box
lunch options are available from local
venues.
Limited free motorcoach parking is
available. n
Berkshire Botanical Garden
413-298-3926, ext. 10
berkshirebotanical.org

The Greater Merrimack Valley is Great for Groups!
Just 30 minutes northwest of Boston, Massachusetts!

Visit the region where
freedom began –
scenic guided tours of
historic Lexington and
Concord MA, guided
boat tours through
Lowell’s hand-dug
canals that powered
the mills in the 19th
century, art exhibits
and galleries, cultural
cuisine, ethnic festivals,
live entertainment and
New England charm
await you in the Greater
Merrimack Valley!

Liberty Ride Let us
customize your visit along
the historic Battle Road
through Lexington and
Concord as costumed
guides recount the events
of April 19, 1775 and the
literary legacy that defined
American identity and
culture. Rich in cultural
activities from concerts to
historic reenactments, today’s
Lexington offers something
for everyone. Trolley and stepon guide service available
year-round. Departs from
1875 Massachusetts Ave,
Lexington, MA
339.223.5623
www.libertyride.us

The Inn at Hastings
Park Enjoy boutique
accommodations just
15 miles outside of Boston.
We feature charming
rooms, an award-winning
restaurant & an ideal
location near top
attractions. Whether
you’re planning an
intimate family gathering,
a reception for your
wedding, or a fully-tailored
corporate function, The
Inn at Hastings Park will
be an unforgettable affair.
2027 Massachusetts Ave,
Lexington, MA.
781.301.6660
www.innathastingspark.com

Artistry on the Green
Award-winning Lexington
restaurant with a simple
approach – to use fresh,
seasonal ingredients
and innovative cooking
techniques to create
delicious menus that
showcase classic New
England favorites with an
inspired twist. Join us for
all occasions, from a
romantic, fine dining
experience to a spirited
gathering of family and
friends.
2027 Massachusetts Ave,
Lexington, MA.
781.301.6655
www.innathastingspark.com

Lowell National
Historical Park Discover
the continuing revolution.
Lowell’s water-powered
textile mills catapulted the
nation – including immigrant
families and early female
factory workers – into an
uncertain new industrial
era. Nearly 200 years later,
the changes that began
in Lowell make it a living
monument to the dynamic
human story of the Industrial
Revolution. Call us today to
customize your hands-on
group tour to bring the park
to life.
978.970.5000
www.nps.gov/lowe

Reader Service Card #126
GroupTour.com

51

massachusetts

Edaville Family Theme Park

Ride and explore at Edaville Family Theme Park
Working cranberry bogs, rides and a
train combine to make Edaville Family
Theme Park in Carver a great place for
group tours.
“Groups enjoy the ‘cranberry’ experience — the train, museum, our cranberry bogs and our famous signature
cranberry barbecue chicken,” said Ann
Stacey, group sales director.

“Unlimited attractions, rides and
everything except food and gift shops is
included in one admission price,” Stacey
said. “We have perfectly manicured
landscaping and a lovely pond. People
love it here.”
A visit to the museum enriches
guests’ knowledge of cranberries,
including how they are cultivated and

The only way to hear Boston!

Bring your tour groups to historic
Symphony Hall, the home of The Boston Pops.
K E I T H LO C K H A R T CO N D U C TO R · J O H N W I L L I A M S L AU R E AT E CO N D U C TO R

2019 season may–june

800-933-4255 · bostonpops.org · groupsales@bso.org

opening night and season sponsor
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used. Scale models, exhibits and videos
are all used at the museum.
Groups can hop aboard the nostalgic
1970s diesel engine train for a 20-minute ride. Open and closed train cars, as
well as a double-tiered caboose, meander around the perimeter of the park
and through the marshlands and bogs.
Edaville is home of the signature
cranberry barbecue chicken. Crafted
by Edaville’s pit masters, the chicken is
smoked over handmade barbecue pits
and marinated in Edaville’s secret homemade cranberry barbecue sauce.
“Make sure to try the cranberry
barbecue chicken,” Stacey said. “An allinclusive group rate is available, and the
group sits down together.”
The park’s Christmas Festival of
Lights event offers an enchanting world
of holiday traditions, unlimited Christmas train rides, unlimited use of all rides
and attractions, and millions of lights.
Special group discounts and discounts
on the chicken barbecue are available.
There are several options for food within
the park for “on-your-own” dining.
Groups can purchase tickets six
weeks in advance, or even as far out as
six to nine months.
Motorcoach parking is free. The
motorcoach driver is admitted free of
charge. n
Edaville Family Theme Park
774-435-8015
edaville.com

YOUR FIRST STOP

WHEN VISITING BOSTON

Simplifying group travel planning
www.BostonAttractionsGroup.com
OAK GROVE
WONDERLAND

ALEWIFE
Park Street
Assembly

Faneuil Hall Marketplace

Gov’ Center

LECHMERE

Science Park
Harvard

BOWDOIN

B

BOSTON
COLLEGE

C

CLEVELAND
CIRCLE

Kenmore

Copley

Aquarium
Prudential

D RIVERSIDE

Chinatown

South Station

Symphony

E HEATH
JFK/UMass

Tufts Medical

ASHMONT

Forest Hills

BLUE MAN GROUP
BOCH CENTER
BOSTON BALLET
BOSTON DUCK TOURS
BOSTON HARBOR CRUISES
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

MATTAPAN

BOSTON TEA PARTY SHIPS & MUSEUM
ENTERTAINMENT CRUISES
FANEUIL HALL MARKETPLACE
FENWAY PARK TOURS
FREEDOM TRAIL FOUNDATION

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL
LIBRARY & MUSEUM
LEGOLAND DISCOVERY CENTER
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM
SHEAR MADNESS
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New Hampshire
Portsmouth

Portsmouth serves as the hub of the New Hampshire
seacoast.
A working port city for trade and fishing since 1623,
Portsmouth has recently received a number of accolades.
National Geographic named Portsmouth the “26th top historic
place in the world.” Several years ago Outside magazine
included Portsmouth in its “Top 20 towns in America.”
A bustling downtown holds over 100 independent
restaurants within walking distance (300 within the city
boundaries), hundreds of boutique shops, theaters, jazz bars,
historic homes, attractions and cruises.
These itinerary planner tips focus on the city’s gardens and
come from the New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism
Development.
New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism
Development
visitnh.gov/group-tours

TOUR

Stop at Strawbery
Banke Museum, an outdoor
museum that brings over 300
years of American history
to life. A popular draw is the
preserved historic gardens,
which are nearly 400 years
old. The museum practices
original organic gardening
since its gardens predate
modern methods. Exclusive
tours through the many floral
and agricultural gardens are
available for groups by request.
Strawbery Banke
603-433-1110
strawberybanke.org

SEE

EXPLORE

Immediately across from
Strawbery Banke is Prescott
Park. This 10-acre park
includes a 3-acre stage
area on the banks of the
Piscataqua River. The formal
garden includes fountains,
tree-lined walkways, a flower
wall and a rose garden. After
exploring, watch the evening
show. A pre-arranged picnic
dinner is recommended.

A short drive from
Portsmouth is Bedrock
Gardens. This privatelyowned property in Lee
includes elements such as a
¾-mile circulation path that
connects the garden rooms
with vistas along the way, an
espaliered fence, a Japanese
Tea House, many sculptures,
garden art and 2 miles of
woodland trails.

Prescott Park
603-436-2824
prescottpark.org

Bedrock Gardens
603-659-2993
bedrockgardens.com

VIEW

Stop at Fuller Gardens
in nearby North Hampton.
The public botanical garden
was once part of the summer
estate of Massachusetts Gov.
Allen T. Fuller. In 1927 he
commissioned a landscape
architect to design and create
gardens at his summer home
in honor of his wife. This
garden includes a formal rose
garden, a Japanese garden
and English perennials.
Fuller Gardens
603-964-5414
fullergardens.org

Clockwise from top: New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism Development, Fuller Gardens, New Hampshire Division of Travel and Tourism Development (2), Leading Edge
Marketing

54

December 2018

new hampshire

Mill Falls at the Lake offers shopping and views
Mill Falls at the Lake in New Hampshire’s beautiful Lakes Region was made
for whiling away the hours (or days),
browsing one-of-a-kind shops, dining
and soaking in the views.
A former Industrial Revolutionera linen mill, the complex has been
transformed into a village resort with
shopping and dining, a country inn and
gardens, plus a 40-foot waterfall, all situated as pretty as a New England postcard at the edge of Lake Winnipesaukee.
Eight dining options tempt groups:
breakfast, quick bites, a restaurant with
pine dining tables that feels like summer camp, leisurely comfort food with
sweeping views of Meredith Bay and
even take-out. The Lakehouse at Church
Landing, part of Mill Falls Marketplace,
offers an atmospheric spot for group
dining with its Adirondack-style setting.
A varied menu showcases fresh, local
produce during the growing season
whenever possible, and features Common Man Ale, brewed by the Smuttynose Brewing Company.
“Without a doubt, our tours enjoy
the Mill Falls Marketplace and the
dine-around options the most,” said Joe
Ouellette, director of sales and marketing at Mill Falls.
Across the street from the main
complex are several irresistible shops.
Innisfree Bookshop charms with its adorable children’s section, shelves and racks
of toys and games great for all ages. Lee’s

Mill Falls at the Lake

Candy Kitchen is a sensory explosion
of color, fragrance and hustle-bustle as
shoppers snap up rock candy, lollipops,
licorice and homemade chocolates.
Hermit Woods Winery offers tours
and tastings and has a distinct specialty
— bone-dry fruit wines made using classic European and California winemaking methods and aged in oak barrels.
It was listed among America’s top 500
wineries in Food and Wine magazine’s
2017 wine guide.
Events are planned throughout the
year, including a Memorial Day Weekend Craft Fair; Music in the Marketplace, with live music Friday evenings
in July and August; an end of September
Autumn Craft Fair; and a Holiday Open
House in early December.
Mill Falls at the Lake offers mul-

tiple accommodations at various price
points. n
Mill Falls at the Lake
844-745-2931
millfalls.com

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

an

AMAZING ADVENTURE to the top

of NEW ENGLAND’S HIGHEST PEAK!
3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly biodiesel or steam trains
World’s 1st & only mtn-climbing cog RR east of Rockies!
• Free admission to the new Cog Railway Museum!
•
•

BASE STATION RD, MARSHFIELD STATION, NH
thecog.com 603-278-5404 OPEN MAY-NOV

Reader Service Card #529

Reader Service Card #733
GroupTour.com
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New Jersey
Newark

Let curiosity get the best of a group visit in northern New
Jersey. The greater Newark region is multifaceted and offers an
endless parade of adventures and opportunities.
“Explore our walls, our halls and our grand institutions,” said
Ricardo Salazar, vice president of sales/marketing for Greater
Newark Convention Visitors Bureau. “Newark’s history dates to
the 1600s. Tour our galleries, our public art, and our historic
spaces, or head to cherished places made famous by revered
literary titan Philip Roth. Get a guide or go it alone, there are
countless treasures waiting discovery.”
The bureau assists tour operators with everything from FAM
tours to arranging step-on guides, customizable itineraries,
language translation services, selecting guided tours or
providing multimedia resources.
Greater Newark Convention Visitors Bureau
973-735-2135
newarkhappening.com

DO

Take a behind-the-scenes
tour of Newark’s legendary
jazz radio station, WBGO.
This is New Jersey’s largest
NPR-affiliated, professional
non-commercial radio
station. Stroll through the
station’s art gallery, where
there is always something
new on exhibit. The tour is
free and can accommodate
up to 10 people.
WBGO Radio Station
973-624-8880, ext. 230
wbgo.org

SEE

Come and enjoy
unforgettable experiences in
the arts and natural sciences
at New Jersey’s largest
museum, Newark Museum.
Enjoy renowned collections,
sculpture gardens, a
planetarium and even a
Victorian mansion. Special
guided tours are available.
The museum will also
customize a tour to match a
group’s interests.
Newark Museum
973-596-6690
newarkmuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Harry Prott, Greater Newark Convention Visitors Bureau (4)
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TOUR

The New Jersey
Historical Society offers a
variety of tours and programs.
Explore the exhibits and
collections, take a group
walking tour, participate in a
program and browse the gift
shop. Walking tours or tours
of the exhibits can be guided.
The historical society also
offers private tours.
New Jersey
Historical Society
973-596-8500, ext. 221
jerseyhistory.org

HEAR

Listen to the musical
excellence of talented
musicians of the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra
(NJSO), under the direction
of Xian Zhang. Zhang took
the helm of the NJSO in
2016, and her contract was
recently extended through
the 2023–24 season. The
orchestra presents a variety
of concerts. Discounts are
available for groups.
New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra
973-735-1717
njsymphony.org

Reader Service Card #441

Elizabeth
Explore the unexpected in northern New Jersey

By David Hoekman

Elizabeth

e

lizabeth, one of New Jersey’s oldest
cities, is the state’s up-and-coming
urban destination.
The combination of old and new
means Elizabeth is perfectly positioned
for group tours.
“Elizabeth, New Jersey, would like to
welcome groups to travel off the beaten
path and discover some of history’s bestkept secrets; tax-free, high-end outlet
shopping; and cultural diversity that will
allow you to feel that you are traveling the
globe without a passport,” said Jennifer
Costa, director of tourism. “We have
eight franchised hotels to help groups
rest, refresh and revive so they can get the
most of their experiences. Come visit us
— we’re closer than you think!”
Elizabeth Destination Marketing
Organization offers complete tour cus-
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tomization and planning
for a group’s needs and
interests.

Liberty Hall Museum

Historic places
Elizabeth is where New Jersey got its
start. English settlers founded the town,
originally known as Elizabethtown, in
1664. It was the first capital of New Jersey.
A walk through the Historic Midtown
District exposes visitors to the city’s past.
Monuments, landmarks and historical
sites help visitors go back in time.
Be sure to stop at the Minuteman
statue at Union Square. This statue pays
homage to the 15 Elizabeth Minutemen
who held off the attack of 5,000 British
regulars during the Revolutionary War.
Founding father Alexander Hamilton, the subject of the hit Broadway mu-

sical, lived and studied in Elizabeth. It’s
possible to visit three significant Hamilton locations in Elizabeth: The Snyder
Academy of Elizabethtown, Liberty Hall
Museum and Boxwood Hall.
Hamilton arrived in Elizabethtown
in 1772 and attended the Old Academy
School to study and prepare for college.
He was under the guidance of New Jersey
governor William Livingston and lived
at Liberty Hall with the Livingston family.
Groups can tour Hamilton’s home,
now Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University.
Hamilton’s school has been restored
and is now The Snyder Academy of
Elizabethtown, a center for the arts, edu-

Clockwise from top left: iStock, Elizabeth Destination Marketing Organization

Minuteman statue

Historical reenactment

Liberty Hall Museum

Liberty Hall Firehouse Museum

cation, history and social and economic
development. Hourlong tours are available by appointment.
Another of Hamilton’s friends in Elizabethtown was lawyer Elias Boudinot,
who lived in Boxwood Hall and was later
a member of the Continental Congress.
Hamilton often went to Boxwood Hall to
spend time with Boudinot and his family.
On a tour at Boxwood Hall, a state
historic site, visitors learn about Colonial life and America’s early aristocracy.

Shop on
The Mills at Jersey Gardens is New
Jersey’s largest outlet value retail center
with over 200 stores under one roof.
Elizabeth Destination Marketing Organization

The mall is anchored by top outlets
including Saks Fifth Avenue Off
5th, Neiman Marcus Last Call, Century 21, Burlington, Marshall’s and
Bed Bath & Beyond. No tax is collected
on shoes and clothing. The Simon
property offers complimentary savings
passports, online group reservations
and designated motorcoach parking,
among other travel trade benefits. Next
to the mall is a large IKEA store.
The Market at Elizabeth Avenue is
part of one of the oldest commercial
districts in the city. Local shops and
eateries make “The Market” an essential
part of the Elizabeth experience.

Veteran’s Memorial Waterfront Park

Global exploration
Elizabeth’s residents represent 50
countries. So, in Elizabeth, no passport
is required to visit Thailand, Mexico,
Italy, Israel, Cuba and Portugal. Local
dining establishments provide not only
great ethic cuisine, but also a fantastic
cultural experience. n
Elizabeth Destination
Marketing Organization
908-220-9643
goelizabethnj.com
GroupTour.com
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Paper Mill Playhouse showcases musical theater
Notable actors Patrick Swayze, Kristin Chenoweth and Anne Hathaway all
graced the stage at Paper Mill Playhouse
in Millbourn long before they were
household names.
Speaking of names, the Paper Mill
Playhouse got its name because Samuel
Campbell opened The Thistle Paper Mill
in 1795 on the site where the playhouse
now stands. In 1934, the then run-down
mill was sold to Antoinette Scudder
who had a dream of opening a repertory
theater. Groups should not be deceived
by the quaint, tree-lined downtown of
Millbourn. This small town draws hundreds of thousands of guests annually,
many of which take in a musical or play
at the world-class theater.
“Our beautiful suburban campus,
nestled against the west branch of the
Rahway River, provides our groups with
a scenic and magical experience,” said

Paper Mill Playhouse

Carolyn Esman, group sales manager.
Known for the U.S. premiere of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame and the musical version of The Bodyguard, Paper Mill

It’s more GROUP TOURS
OF CAPE MAY
fun with
friends! Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities (MAC)

MAC

ANY SIZE, INCLUDING INTIMATE GROUPS
Call Group Tour Manager, Susan Gibson, CTIS
for personalized service: 609-224-6030

www.capemaymac.org

Reader Service Card #751

FUN STARTS
ON THE BOARDWALK

Enjoy the hottest slots and table games,
Atlanitc City’s largest standard rooms,
exceptional dining, retail shopping and great
entertainment! The fun is here at Resorts
Casino Hotel in Atlantic City!

OVER $100 MILLION IN RENOVATIONS
BOOK YOUR GETAWAY TODAY

/ResortsAC

ResortsAC.com

1.800.772.9000

Resorts Casino Hotel reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time without notice.
Visit the Promotions Booth for official details. Certain restrictions may apply. Must be 21 or older.
Gambling Problem? Call 1.800.GAMBLER. Visit ResortsAC.com for complete details.
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is no stranger to critical acclaim and
national recognition, recently adding the
2016 Regional Theatre Tony Award to its
list of honors.
“Paper Mill Playhouse is where
Broadway’s hot new musicals are born
and where Broadway favorites are revisited with exciting new life,” Esman said.
“For groups of 10 or more who come to
see a show, we offer a discount on ticket
prices.”
The Paper Mill is more than just a
theater, however. It is known for educational programs like Theater School,
Adopt-A-School, Rising Star Awards,
Summer Musical Theater Conservatory,
Broadway Show Choir and guest artist
master classes. The theater offers awardwinning accessibility and barrier-free
access. Paper Mill was the first theater
in the country to offer programming
specifically designed for those on the
autism spectrum.
Groups looking for dinner and a
show should consider the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Carriage House Bistro &
Bar, just steps away from the theater.
Serving lunch and dinner, the bar is also
open after every show. n
Paper Mill Playhouse
973-315-1680
papermill.org

new jersey

Liberty Science Center

Liberty Science Center delivers
secrets of space and science
Liberty Science Center in Jersey
City includes the Jennifer Chalsty Planetarium, the biggest planetarium in the
Western Hemisphere.
“Planetarium shows take you into
black holes and through the night sky,”
said Mary Meluso, communications
director. “It is a can’t-miss experience
for all visitors to the New Jersey-New
York City area.”
Adult visitors to Liberty Science
Center also enjoy:
• Meeting the 100-plus animal species in the “Eat and Be Eaten” exhibition.
• Touring the award-winning SURE
House, a storm-resistant, energy-efficient beach house designed for sustainability and resilience.
• Exploring how sounds and scents
contribute to human emotions in the
sensory experience called the Dream
Machine.
• Solving crimes based on the practices of Sherlock Holmes in the new
exhibition, “The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes,” open until
May 27, 2019.
“Our adult visitors love to discover
that the science center isn’t just for
kids,” Meluso said. “We’re a great experience for all ages. Science is fun and

accessible no matter who you are.”
Groups are encouraged to call the
reservations hotline to book a trip and
learn about special group discounts
that may be presently available.
Liberty Science Center is a
300,000-square-foot not-for-profit
learning center located in Liberty State
Park on the Jersey City bank of the Hudson River near the Statue of Liberty.
In addition to the planetarium, the
center houses 12 museum exhibition
halls, a live animal collection with 110
species, giant aquariums, a 3D theater,
live simulcast surgeries, a tornado-force
wind simulator, K–12 classrooms and
labs, and teacher-development programs.
LSC After Dark events occur every
third Thursday of the month. At these
after-hours events, exclusively for
guests 21 and over, the building turns
into a party with drinks, food, dancing, music, hands-on experiments and
special presentations. The exhibits and
planetarium are always open for these
events. n
Liberty Science Center
201-253-1310
lsc.org
Reader Service Card #598
GroupTour.com
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New York
Syracuse

Located in the heart of New York state, Syracuse is the
economic and educational hub for central New York. The city is
the fifth most populous city in the state.
Experience the energy and independent spirit of the
community while exploring its historic streets and making
memories. Syracuse is packed full of outdoor activities, arts and
culture, and there are plenty of great shopping opportunities.
Taste the products of various wineries and breweries, or grab a
bite to eat at one of many restaurants or pubs.
Visit Syracuse provided these itinerary builder ideas.
Visit Syracuse
800-234-4797
visitsyracuse.com

Stu Gallagher

SHOP

Enjoy shopping,
attractions and dining at
Destiny USA, the largest
complex of its kind in New
York state and the sixth
largest in America. The
2.4-million-square-foot
destination has a mix of
high-end, name-brand retail
options, more than 250
outlet tenants, as well as an
extensive list of restaurants
and entertainment.
Destiny USA
315-466-6000
destinyusa.com

Visit Syracuse
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SEE

The Everson Museum
of Art was designed by I.M.
Pei, who has since designed
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
and Museum in Cleveland,
Ohio, and the National
Gallery of Art in Washington,
D.C. The Everson houses
a significant collection of
American ceramics. Work by
Jackson Pollock is part of the
permanent collection. Many
types of docent-led tours are
available.
Everson Musuem of Art
315-474-6064, ext.307
everson.org

EAT

Dinosaur Bar-B-Que
began in 1983 as a mobile
concession stand. The idea
was hatched by three friends
at a Harley Rendezvous,
a massive motorcycle
gathering. The owners
believed that bikers deserve
good food, so for five years,
Dinosaur Bar-B-Que was
served from the road. In
1988, it settled in downtown
Syracuse.
Dinosaur Bar-B-Que
315-476-4937
dinosaurbarbque.com

SIP

Empire Brewing
Company is a dynamic
restaurant and microbrewery
offering moderately priced
eclectic foods, complemented
by a diverse selection of
hand-crafted ales and lagers.
In addition to beer, Empire
offers cocktails and wines.
Located in the historic Armory
Square area of downtown
Syracuse, the Empire offers
lunch, dinner and Sunday
Blues Brunch.
Empire Brewing Company
315-475-2337
empirebrew.com

Terrapin Restaurant, Rhinebeck

Located in the heart of the Hudson Valley, Dutchess County is steeped in history, rooted in agriculture,
surrounded by natural scenic beauty, and the birthplace to the 32nd President of the United States.

These attractions form a fantastic group tour itinerary
whether your group’s interests are outdoor scenery, good
food, wellness, history, arts & culture or all of the above.
Soukup Farms is a third generation family-run maple syrup
farm offering tours year round, samples of pure maple syrup
and maple crème, and hay rides.
Shopping, dining, antiquing are all part of exploring
Enjoy Rhinebeck. Good for an overnight, Beekman Arms
Delamater Inn rests in the heart of historic Rhinebeck. Group
meals are always served up farm-fresh at two of the village’s
finest restaurants, The Amsterdam and Terrapin.
Relax and breathe in the healing benefits of Himalayan pink
salt in the salt caves at Hudson Valley Healing Center. Relish
the taste of handcrafted beer and farm fresh fare at Hyde
Park Brewing Company. Savor the views and award-winning
wines with a tour at Millbrook Vineyards & Winery. Then fall
for unforgettable large-scale art by renowned artists from the
1960s to present day at Dia:Beacon.
If history’s your thing, Knickerbocker Tours specializes
in Hudson Valley history. You’ll discover pre-revolutionary
war stories at Clermont and stunning Gilded Age luxury at
Staatsburgh; mansions managed by New York State Parks.
The Inn & Suites
at the Falls

CONTACT:
H U D S O N VA L L E Y R E G I O N N E W YO R K

The spectacular scenery opens up to groups on an
Ambassador guided tour of Walkway Over the Hudson,
the world’s longest elevated pedestrian bridge. And the
views are truly unbeatable from a biplane ride, complete with
aviator googles and headgear, at Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome.
Or marvel at the museum’s vintage aircraft and airshows from
the ground.

Poughkeepsie

Dawn Hopper
dawn@dutchesstourism.com
845-463-5444

D u t c h e s s To u r i s m . c o m

Plan a trip around the Rhinebeck Crafts Festival or a
behind-the-scenes concert with the vibrant young musicians
of The Orchestra Now who perform at the splendid Richard B.
Fisher Center for the Performing Arts.

Reader Service Card #127
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Question everything at Spyscape
Spyscape in New York City illuminates the shadowy world of espionage
and secret intelligence.
All visitors to Spyscape get a personalized experience. When entering
the building, they receive a band, using
RFID technology, that is unique to each
individual group member. The whole
experience is different for everyone and
up to each person’s own interpretation.
After group members receive their
own identity band, they head into the
briefing room for their spy profiles. Spy
profiles are then analyzed in debrief, and
visitors learn about which of the 10 spy
roles they are best suited to.
Visitors take a self-guided and selfpaced journey through the museum’s
galleries and exhibits, while hearing
spy stories and seeing spy gadgets.
Spyscape’s galleries include: encryption,
deception, surveillance, hacking, cyber-

warfare, special ops and intelligence.
Spycape is an interactive and multisensory experience that offers a variety
of experiential challenges. Some of
the activities groups can participate in
include learning how to use ciphers to
send and receive coded messages and
the art and science of lying and spotting lies. In the Special Ops Challenge
visitors make split-second decisions and
test their agility in a laser maze.
Plan to visit Spyscape for 1½ to two
hours. After the visit, the spy profile
(which contains the spy role information) will be emailed to each group
member.
Two different ticket options are available: reserved or flexpasses. Reserved are
for specific dates/times, while flexpasses
are tickets that include no waiting and
are not date/time specific (flexpasses
must be used within 90 days of pur-

Reader Service Card #134
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Be More Chill Broadway.com

chase). Purchasing tickets in advance is
recommended. n
Spyscape
212-549-1941
spyscape.com

“THE GREATEST
SHOW
ON EARTH”
—60 Minutes

A scene from Aida

PHOTO: MARTY SOHL / MET OPERA

No visit to New York is complete without a night at the opera. The Met’s 2018–19
season features 24 exciting productions, from a new staging of Saint-Saëns’s Samson
et Dalila to a dazzling 19th-century setting for Verdi’s La Traviata. Returning repertory
favorites include Aida, Carmen, The Magic Flute, and Rigoletto.
Join us at Lincoln Center for an experience unlike any other in New York City. Great
rates of up to 25% off standard pricing are available for groups of ten or more, plus
special offers exclusively for student groups.

metopera.org | 212.501.3410 | groupsales@metopera.org
Reader Service Card #166
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Find it all on Broadway in 2019
The year 2019 has everything on a
group travel planner’s Broadway checklist — from classic revivals to brand-new
musicals, and adaptations of familiar
films to jukebox musicals from familiar
artists.
In Cole Porter’s 1948 musical, the
warring lovers of The Taming of the
Shrew are causing trouble both onstage
and off. While putting on a musical
version of Shakespeare’s play, exes Lilli
Vanessi (Kelli O’Hara) and Fred Graham
(Will Chase) can’t decide if they’re
enraged, enamored or enormously
confused whenever they cross paths out
of character. Throw in some mistaken
identity, a pair of surprisingly eloquent
gangsters and a lot of romantic entanglements and the result is Kiss Me, Kate.
Viral sensation Be More Chill begs
the question, what if popularity came
in a pill? Would you take it, no ques-

Be More Chill
Broadway.com

tions asked? Achieving that elusive
“perfect life” is now possible, thanks to
some mysterious new technology — but
it comes at a cost that’s not as easy to
swallow. What could possibly go wrong?
Blending the contemporary with retro
sci-fi Be More Chill ultimately proves

THE BEST OF

BROADWAY.COM/GROUPS

Reader Service Card #473
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1.800.BROADWAY x2

there’s never been a better time in history to be yourself — especially if you’re
a loser … geek … or whatever.
Based on the popular film, Tootsie
tells the story of a talented but difficult
actor who struggles to find work until a
desperate stunt lands him the role of a
lifetime. Starring Tony nominee Santino
Fontana (Cinderella, Frozen), this new
production features an original score by
Tony Award-winner David Yazbek (The
Band’s Visit, The Full Monty, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels) and direction by eighttime Tony Award nominee and Olivier
Award winner Scott Ellis (She Loves Me,
On the Twentieth Century).
Before The Temptations became “the
greatest R&B group of all time” (Billboard, 2017), they were just five young
guys on the streets of Detroit. After
getting discovered by Berry Gordy and
signed to his brand-new label, Motown
Records, it took them 24 tries before
they finally had a hit song. Ain’t Too
Proud is the thrilling story of brotherhood, family, loyalty and betrayal set to
the beat of the group’s treasured hits.
For group tickets to these classic favorites and sure-to-be-hits, call
1-800-BROADWAY, ext. 2 today n
Group Sales Box Office
at Broadway.com
800-BROADWAY, ext. 2
broadway.com/groups

Reader Service Card #151
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Discover US history onboard USS Slater
The last floating destroyer escort ship
in America is open for tours. The USS
SLATER (DE766) served in the United
States Navy during World War II and is
now retired and docked at its permanent
home in Albany.
“Visitors experience a one-hour
guided tour of the USS SLATER,” said
Rosehn Gipe, business manager for the
museum. “The tour is a step back in
time as the ship has been restored to her
appearance in 1945, with all equipment
and armament. Visitors see the crew’s
quarters and officers’ country, the galley
and wardroom, and working spaces such
as the combat information center. They
learn how sailors lived, worked and defended their convoys from U-boats and
their task forces from kamikaze attacks.”
The USS SLATER was a cannon
destroyer that was constructed between
1943–1945. This ship, and others like it,

were vital to the Allied strategy during World War II. The USS SLATER
was removed from U.S. service in 1951
and went to the Hellenic Navy, where
it stayed until the 1990s. Then it was
transferred back to the United States and
underwent significant restoration.
“Of 563 (ships) built during World
War II, USS SLATER is the last destroyer
escort afloat in America,” Gipe said.
“The exhibition philosophy is unlike any
other historic naval ship.
From a visitor’s perspective,
the crew is on ‘shore leave’
and may return at any time.
Uniforms hang in the staterooms, Morse code can be
heard in Radio Central and
the wardroom is set for dinner. Visitors appreciate that
the guides are well-trained
and many are Navy veterans,

Reader Service Card #734
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able to offer their own experiences.”
The museum can design tours to
meet groups’ special interests.
The museum is open from April to
November. Check the website for hours.
Motorcoach parking is available in
the lot adjacent to the USS Slater. n
Destroyer Escort Historical Museum
518-431-1943
ussslater.org

Destroyer Escort Historical Museum
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Pennsylvania
Gettysburg

With history and small-town charm blending so flawlessly,
Gettysburg has the makings for a perfect getaway. History and
outdoor recreation come together with entertaining events and a
culinary resurgence.
“Each year, thousands of groups visit Gettysburg,
Pennyslvania, to experience our rich history, get a taste of the
local flavor at our unique restaurants and enjoy the picturesque
countryside,” said Nicole Absher, sales manager for Destination
Gettysburg. “There are many group-friendly options for touring
the historic battlefield and interacting with the history at one
of the many museums. Beyond the battlefield, groups can
experience our agriculture firsthand at our farm markets, farm-totable dinners and craft beverage makers.”
Destination Gettysburg
717-338-3062
destinationgettysburg.com

EAT

Best known for its vodka,
rum and whiskey, Mason
Dixon Distillery is capturing
the appetites of travelers from
around the country with a
unique menu and specialty
spirits. Seasonal menus are
supplemented with weekly
offerings, with many of the
ingredients coming from
neighboring farms. Schedule
a distillery tour and tasting.
Mason Dixon Distillery
717-398-3385
masondixondistillery.com

Destination Gettysburg
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DO

Hollabaugh Bros. Inc.
Fruit Farm and Market
is a third-generation, 500acre working farm. The
market offers covered wagon
rides through the farm and
orchards, seasonal pickyour-own experiences and
a museum complete with a
working bee hive. Groups
also have the opportunity
to participate in a hands-on
baking demonstration.
Hollabaugh Bros. Inc.
Fruit Farm and Market
717-677-8412
hollabaughbros.com

TOUR

Victorian Carriage
Company offers a
group-friendly tour in eraappropriate, horse-drawn
carriages through sections
of the battlefield. This tour
gives groups a new way to
experience history. Before
or after the tour, explore the
Gettysburg Heritage Center
Museum.
Victorian Carriage
Company Guided
Battlefield Tours
866-907-0633
victoriancarriage
company.com

SIP

Adams County is in the
heart of the Pennsylvania
fruit belt, making it the ideal
location for growing all the
elements that go into craft
beverages. The Adams
County Pour Tour brings
together wineries, breweries,
distilleries and cideries
for an amazing culinary
trail — designed to create
one memorable experience
through bold flavors.
Adams County Pour Tour
717-338-3062
destinationgettysburg
.com/pourtour

pennsylvania

Eldred WWII Museum preserves
pieces of the past
The Eldred WWII Museum in Eldred
offers all ages the opportunity to learn
the heroic stories of people during
World War II.
“You will learn the history of the museum and personal stories of the women
who worked at the local munitions
factory and the courageous men who
carried them into battle,” said Jesse Case,
executive director of the museum.
Eldred has direct ties to the war due
to a munitions plant that operated in the
town during the war. The plant operated
24 hours a day for just over three years
and had 1,500 employees. Most of the
workers were women. Mortars, fuses
and bombs for both the British and
Americans were assembled at the plant.
The Eldred WWII Museum has a
mix of exhibits, including displays,

a video, hands-on opportunities and
a research library. The library contains more than 10,000 books and
transcribed veterans’ interviews. The
museum has an M255 tank, a tank
mountain where visitors can operate
a radio-controlled tank and a working
submarine periscope.
With thousands of items on display in six large rooms, visitors will be
amazed by the history and stories the
museum shares about the war.
“(Guests enjoy) the amount of
quality international displays mixed
in with personal stories,” Case said.
“Some favorites are the heroic account
of Col. Mitchell Paige and our stainedglass windows honoring the women
behind the lines and the local munitions factory.”

Eldred WWII Museum

Group tours are guided, with selftouring available if time permits after
the guided portion of the tour.
A group discount is possible if
groups schedule a visit two weeks in
advance of visit. Motorcoach parking is
available at the museum. n
Eldred WWII Museum
814-225-2220
eldredpawwiimuseum.com

TWO GREAT
REGIONS
ALONG PENNSYLVANIA’S
NORTHERN TIER...

Visit Potter-Tioga (home of the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon and Dark Skies)
and the Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau (Wyoming, Sullivan &
Susquehanna Counties) connected by historic Route 6, together offer
one of the best Fall Foliage Tours in the state. Let our team of travel
professionals assist your group to create a unique day trip, overnight
itinerary, or multi-night adventure showcasing the most scenic
parts of Pennsylvania’s beautiful northern tier!

Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau

NOW
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LIAGE
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D
ight
Over n
TRIPS

Visit Potter-Tioga

800-769-8999 EndlessMountains.org

888-846-4228 VisitPotterTioga.com
Reader Service Card #159
GroupTour.com
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PHILADELPHIA

Shofuso Japanese House and Garden

The Natural Beauty of Philadelphia
The Power of Cultural Exchange
Immerse yourself in a world of visual and mindful serenity across centuries
of Japanese culture. Shofuso Japanese House and Garden, an authentic
17th century tea house, offers a world of experiential learning and discovery.

Explore the possibilities at discoverPHL.com/groups
Reader Service Card #419

An interactive experience that invites students
to explore the life of Alexander Hamilton
right here in the Delaware Valley!

OCTOBER 29, 2018 MARCH 17, 2019
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME
TO BOOK YOUR GROUP VISIT

Perfect for both Student and Adult Groups. | PhillyFromTheTop.com

THE HIGH POINT OF ANY TRIP

GROUPS@AM REVM USEUM .ORG
3RD & CHESTNUT STREETS, PHIL ADELPHIA

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK YOUR GROUP:

CONTACT DIANE MEGLINO AT
Diane@PhillyFromTheTop.com or 215-845-4160.

THE POWER
OF FLOWERS

MARCH 2 – 10, 2019
For Customized Itinerary
Planning, contact:
Jim DePhilippo 215-636-3312
or jim@discoverPHL.com

theflowershow.com

EXCLUSIVE SPONSOR

PREMIER SPONSOR

Pennsylvania Convention Center
Reader Service Card #419

pennsylvania

Walk through Americana
at American Treasure Tour
Just outside of Philadelphia, the
American Treasure Tour takes groups
on a ride that is reminiscent of America’s
past.
“Groups can expect to see a wonderful collection of American ingenuity
including mechanical music machines,
automated store window displays and
classic automobiles,” said Virginia Frey,
director of the tour. “Included in the
museum is circus, patriotic and holiday
memorabilia as well. It’s a wonder for
anyone looking for the retro/vintage
pre-computer age.”
Groups experience the

Reader Service Card #163
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80,000-square-foot building, also known
as a toy box, via a guided ride. The tram
goes a leisurely couple miles an hour
so that guests will experience items up
close and at a great pace.
“Our guests enjoy that they can experience our massive collection on a tram
ride through our facility,” Frey said. “We
give fully guided rides through our toy
box. They also love then being able to
stroll through our Music Room and hear
the sounds of Nickelodeon music and
linger over our collection of miniatures
and dollhouses.”
The facility houses hundreds of
automatic music machines (including
organs), hobby model airplanes, movie
posters, record albums, music boxes,
doll houses and dolls, classic automobiles and a variety of sideshow art and
20th-century pop culture.
American Treasure Tour has Arnold’s
Bistro for dining options. They also
have a private hot buffet, or a soup and
sandwich buffet available for groups.
Advance reservation and pre-payment is
required for buffet meals.
For a group tour, groups must make
reservations and pre-pay for their visit.

American Treasure Tour

Free and convenient motorcoach parking is available. n
American Treasure Tour
866-970-8687
americantreasuretour.com

pennsylvania

Ride along on Strasburg Rail Road
Experience a ride on an authentic
steam railroad at Strasburg Rail Road in
Ronks.
“Group tours are most impressed by
the chance to get an unobstructed view
of Lancaster County’s pristine farmland,” said Steve Barrall, station master
for Strasburg Rail Road. “Strasburg
Rail Road is the only Lancaster County
attraction that allows you to travel right
through the backyards of our Amish
neighbors and farms.”
Rides along the rails are fully narrated, including information about the
history of Strasburg, cultural roots of
the Amish country and interesting facts.
The rail road still hauls freight every day.
“Strasburg Rail Road also features

Strasburg Rail Road

the oldest wooden dining cars still in
operation today, which offers groups the
unique opportunity to dine while experiencing their 45-minute ride aboard an
authentic steam train,” Barrall said.
Beside a regular train ride, the
railroad also has a themed dinner train,
special ticket types (like the Wine &
Cheese train) and a murder mystery
excursion.
If groups want to see more, they
can take a behind-the-scenes tour that
allows them to explore the mechanical shop to see how steam engines are
restored, repaired and made. Tickets
for this tour are limited and must be
purchased in advance of visit or when
scheduling a group visit.

E X P E R I E N C E

T H E

N E W

This new tour
explores Pearl Buck’s
forward-thinking
human rights
advocacy, and invites
visitors into
the conversation.

Strasburg Rail Road launched a new
tour in 2018, The Iron Horse and Amish
Farm Tour. This tour provides the opportunity to visit both the railroad and
the Old Windmill Farm, an authentic
Amish dairy farm.
It is recommended that reservations
for a group visit be made one month in
advance, but more notice is necessary
for holiday weekends. Special group
rates are available for groups with 15 or
more people.
Free on-site motorcoach parking is
available. n
Strasburg Rail Road
866-725-9666
strasburgrailroad.com

H O U S E

❦
❦
❦
❦
❦

Free Bus Parking
Lunch Options
Gift Shop
Exhibit Gallery
67 Acres of Gardens

T O U R

National Historic Landmark
www.pearlsbuck.org/house
Group Tour Reservations:
215-249-0100 x110

520 Dublin Road, Perkasie, Bucks County, PA
Reader Service Card #169
GroupTour.com
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Rhode Island
Block Island

Nestled in the Atlantic Ocean about 12 miles from coastal
Rhode Island, Block Island provides a beautiful and relaxing
place for visitors and residents. Experience the simple pleasure
of miles of free beaches, sparkling waters and dramatic bluffs.
Tours are a great way to see and explore Block Island, which
is 7 miles long, 3 miles wide and shaped like a pork chop.
Nearly half of the island is preserved open space. Witness the
island by land via a taxi or bike, take a helicopter tour or enjoy
the scenery by taking a kayak excursion through the different
bodies of water.
Block Island Tourism Council provided these itinerary builder
ideas.
Block Island Tourism Council
800-383-2474
blockislandinfo.com
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation

DO

At the Block Island
Historical Society
Museum learn how Block
Island got its start with the
indigenous Manisses. View
exhibits displaying maps,
archaeological surveys,
artifacts and memoriabilia
to get a peek into life and
industry on the island. Guided
group tours and special offsite tours are available.
Block Island Historical
Society Museum
401-466-2481
blockislandhistorical.org

Block Island Tourism Council
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SEE

STAY

RIDE

Stop at North Light
Fibers to see, feel and buy
handcrafted artisinal yarn
made of the finest wools
right on Block Island. See the
alpacas, camels and yaks
from which North Light Fibers
yarns are made, then stop
at the micro yarn mill for a
tour and to learn about the
processes.

In the center of downtown
Block Island, the National
Hotel is the island’s flagship
Victorian hotel. Enjoy
breathtaking views of the
ocean from the front porch
or relax on the iconic front
porch. Stop at the Tap &
Grille restaurant for a meal
and dine on the porch that
overlooks Old Harbor.

Take The Block Island
Ferry to the island, or use
it for a narrated tour. The
tour provides groups with
information about the history
and culture of Block Island
and its landmarks. The
tour stops at the historical
lighthouse. Customized day
trip packages are an option
for groups.

North Light Fibers
401-466-2050
northlightfibers.com

National Hotel
800-225-2449
blockislandhotels.com

The Block Island Ferry
866-783-7996, ext. 124
blockislandferry.com

rhode island

Learn a tale of Gilded Age America
at The Breakers
Experience what was once the symbol of social and financial preeminence
at the turn of the century at The Breakers in Newport.
The 70-room “cottage” was the
Vanderbilt family’s summer home and is
now a National Historic Landmark.
The Breakers is Rhode Island’s top
tourist attraction and welcomes 400,000
patrons annually. The property in
Newport is owned and maintained by
The Preservation Society of Newport
County. A visit will enhance visitors’
understanding of the role of preservation in today’s society.
“Today, the mansion is a vehicle for
us to tell so many different stories of
American history,” said Andrea Carneiro, communications manager at
The Preservation Society of Newport
County. “It is a microcosm of what was
happening during the Industrial Revolution in architecture, decorative arts,
technology, immigrant workers and the
magnificently wealthy.”
The Breakers was modeled after
the palazzos of the Italian Renaissance

but set a new standard for luxury and
modern amenities for the upper crust of
America’s Gilded Age society. Marble,
mosaic, exotic woods and architectural
elements were imported from across the
globe and installed by a team of master
craftsmen to create an elegant retreat.
Visitors can listen to a self-guided
audio tour, permitting them to move at
their own pace and pursue storylines of
interest.
A fascinating tale is the hidden
side of The Breakers. To maintain the
mansion, pamper its residents and
orchestrate the many social events, there
was a team of butlers, gardeners, cooks,
housekeepers and valets.
“Researchers have focused on the
detailed, personal stories of the men and
women who worked at the mansion,”
Carneiro said. “People can draw parallels to their own lives while exploring
the servant stories.”
After visiting The Breakers, groups
can also tour one of several other homes
in the area that are a short distance from
each other. n

The Breakers
401-847-2251
newportmansions.org/explore/
the-breakers

THE ELMS

There’s more to the
Newport Mansions

story

From The Breakers’ platinum
wall panels to a 22 carat gold leaf
ballroom at Marble House…

Visit today!

Newport, Rhode Island

The Newport

Flower Show

audubon

Artistic

ADVENTURES

Rosecliff

June 21-23, 2019

NewportMansions.org
Preservation Society of Newport County

Groups@NewportMansions.org
Reader Service Card #321
GroupTour.com
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Vermont

Cabot, Montpelier, Shelburne and Waterbury
Vermont’s scenic roadways lead to delicious, local cuisine by
artisan chefs, creative food companies and passionate farmers.
In the vanguard of agriculture and culinary innovation, Vermont
appeals to both discerning and adventurous culinary travelers.
Meet the people and connect with the places most revered
among Vermont food experiences, from cheesemakers to craft
breweries and for a taste of la dolce vita, maple, chocolate and
ice cream certain to please.
Vermont Vacation provided these culinary stop ideas.
Vermont Vacation
800-837-6668
vermontvacation.com

DO

The Champlain Valley tour
starts at Shelburne Farms
in Shelburne. The 1,400-acre
national historic site offers
guided tours of the property,
the house and gardens and
the historic horse barn. The
tour of the cheesemaking
facility provides visitors
with the chance to watch
cheesemakers in action.
Wagon or walking tours are
available.
Shelburne Farms
802-985-8686
shelburnefarms.org

SAVOR

In Waterbury, tour
Vermont’s most visited
attraction, Ben & Jerry’s
Factory. Watch ice cream
being made while learning
about it, and finish off with
a scoop of a new or old
flavor at the full-service
Scoop Shop. Visit the Flavor
Graveyard to see what flavors
no longer make it to store
shelves.
Ben & Jerry’s Factory
(Waterbury)
802-882-2040
benjerry.com

EAT

Stop at the Cabot
Cheese Visitor Center in
Cabot for a video tour of the
cheesemaking area. Learn
about the history of Cabot as
well as Vermont agriculture,
and sample varieties of
cheeses. Cabot produces
high quality products
including its award-winning,
world’s best cheddar.
Cabot Cheese Visitor
Center
888-792-2268
cabotcheese.coop

TASTE

Enjoy maple at Morse
Farm Maple Sugarworks
in Montpelier. With eight
generations and 200 years
of maple experience, Morse
Farm knows maple. Take a
group tour, taste samples
and check out the outdoor
museum. Two popular snack
options at the farm: sugar on
snow and maple creemee
(flavored ice cream).

		
Morse Farm Maple
Sugarworks
800-242-2740
morsefarm.com

Clockwise from top: Jim Eaton/Courtesy of Vermont Vacation, Morse Farm, Cabot Creamery Co-Operative, Ben & Jerry’s, Shelburne Farms
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vermont

Sabin Gratz

Get cultured on cheese
at Vermont Cheesemakers Festival
The Vermont Cheesemakers Festival
at Shelburne Farms is set to celebrate its
11th annual cheese festival in 2019.
“The festival gathers around 45 Vermont cheesemakers and 100 other food
producers who sample their products
and offer products for purchase,” said
Tom Bivins, executive director of the
Vermont Cheese Council. “It is set up
like a farmers market.”
Groups can experience some of
Vermont’s finest cheeses, sample foods,
watch a cooking demonstration, attend
a workshop, and taste wines, ciders and
beers.
“Attendees can expect to taste great
cheese, wines, beers, ciders and spirits, as

well as breads, chocolates, pickles, jams
and jellies, unique maple products, and
ice cream,” Bivins said. “The festival is
located on the shore of Lake Champlain
at the Coach Barn at Shelburne Farms.
Generally, attendees feel that they get
their monies worth out of the samples,
but some people also purchase from the
food trucks that are at the festival.”
Shelburne Farms in Shelburne is
a 1,400-acre working farm, National
Historic Landmark and center that
aims to educate people on sustainable
agriculture.
The festival date for 2019 is Aug. 11.
Bivins suggested groups plan to make
the festival an all-day stop, but at least

plan for four hours to take advantage of
all the activities the festival has to offer.
The Vermont Cheesemakers Festival
sells out every year, so it is recommended that tickets be purchased in advance.
There is a general admissions ticket and
a VIP ticket. The VIP ticket costs more,
but it comes with preferred parking, earlier admission and a gift bag that differs
from the general admissions gift bag.
Motorcoach parking is available at
the festival. n
Vermont Cheesemakers Festival
(Vermont Cheese Council)
866-261-8595
vtcheesefest.com
GroupTour.com
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Washington, D.C.
Along the Potomac River, Washington, D.C., borders the
states of Maryland and Virginia. The district is full of iconic
buildings, monuments, and many educational and interesting
museums.
With a variety of museum options available in Washington,
D.C., add one or all of these museums to an itinerary while
visiting the district.
Find additional trip-planning resources and information on
Destination DC’s website.
Destination DC
202-789-7000
washington.org

SEE

Learn about the history
of America’s postal service
from Colonial times to the
present in the galleries of the
National Postal Museum.
The William H. Gross Stamp
Gallery, a display featuring
the world’s largest gallery
of philately, is broken down
into six thematic areas that
contain 20,000 objects and
noteworthy stamps.
National Postal Museum
202-633-5555
postalmuseum.si.edu

VISIT

A visit to the Newseum
will inspire conversations.
Spanning seven levels, the
building is packed with
theaters, galleries and more
than 25 exhibit spaces
providing an interactive
experience. One gallery
contains all Pulitzer Prizewinning photos since 1942,
and another shares the
current front pages of daily
newspapers from around the
world.
Newseum
202-292-6100
newseum.org

TOUR

The National Museum
of the American Indian
shares one of the largest and
diverse collections of its kind.
The museum’s design and
landscaping was planned
in collaboration with tribes
across the hemisphere to
give the sense and spirit of
Native America.
National Museum
of the American Indian
888-618-0572
nmai.si.edu/visit/
washington

DO

Get face-to-face with
crime and spies at the
International Spy Museum.
Groups can get hands-on with
the interactive exhibits, as well
as see the largest collection
of international espionage
artifacts from the past to the
present. Museum exhibits
illustrate real-life stories from
intelligence professionals
around the world.
International Spy Musuem
206-654-2844
spymuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Courtesy of Washington.org, Courtesy of the International Spy Museum, Washington.org, Sam Kittner/Newseum, Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum
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washington, d.c.

Step back in time at Clara Barton
Missing Soldiers Office Museum
Get a glimpse into the life of one of
America’s most famous humanitarians
at Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Office
Museum.
“The Missing Soldiers Office Museum experience provides visitors with an
intimate and unique setting in downtown Washington, D.C., to delve deeper
into the complex issues surrounding the
American Civil War and the Reconstruction period following the conflict,”
said David Price, executive director of
the museum. “It’s a rare opportunity to
truly step back in time.”
Groups are provided with a multifaceted learning opportunity while visiting this space that is like a time capsule
from the mid-1800s. Stand in the room
that started the MIA movement and
where the Missing Soldiers Office was
housed years ago.
In 1996, the building that is now the
museum was set for demolition when an
envelope was discovered hanging from
the ceiling. Further exploration led to
more than 1,000 objects, and the various
rooms turned out to be the space where
Barton had lived and worked 100 years
previously. After two decades of collaboration and restoration, the museum
opened to the public.
The museum is able to personalize a
variety of group activities or programs
upon request. Available programs
include: Clara Barton’s Spin Team, The

STAND IN FRONT OF HISTORY

Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Office Museum

Cost of Freedom, DC’s Working Women
and When Johnny Doesn’t Come
Marching Home.
When Johnny Doesn’t Come Marching Home is a collection of letters from
loved ones of missing soldiers to the
Missing Soldiers Office.
Guided group tours can be scheduled
in advance. If groups do not schedule
a tour in advance, they will still experience a presentation of Barton and her
life, and then will be able to take a selfguided tour of the museum.

The museum is open Thursday
through Saturday but offers group
tours by appointment Monday through
Wednesday.
A tour of the museum lasts for about
one hour. Discounted rates are available
for groups. n
Clara Barton Missing Soldiers
Office Museum
202-824-0613
clarabartonmuseum.org

COMING 2020

BERLIN WALL GALLERY

Explore the gripping story of how news
helped topple an oppressive regime.

NEWSEUM.ORG WASHINGTON, D.C.

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Convenient to
Washington, D.C.
Baltimore

America’s Story Lives Here

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change. • Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Reader Service Card #137

Reader Service Card #137

Reader Service Card #137
GroupTour.com
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The Kennedy Center shares history,
art and performances
With over 3,000 events a year, groups
will find something to love at The John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts. The center is also going through
some exciting renovations.
The Kennedy Center — the country’s
busiest performing arts venue — opened
its doors in 1971 but was originally conceived as the National Cultural Center.
After Kennedy’s assassination in 1963,
the center was renamed in his honor
and construction began on a site by the
Potomac River.
Groups of 20 to 60 people have the
opportunity to learn the history of the
nation’s cultural center on guided tours
that last just over an hour.
“Because it is a national memorial
in honor of Kennedy and a performing
arts center, the tour is a mix of both,”
said Brooks Boeke, manager of the
82
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Volunteers and Friends of the Kennedy
Center.
Guides cover events related to theater, opera, dance, ballet, symphonic,
chamber and jazz music. The Kennedy
Center also is home to the Washington
National Opera and the National Symphony Orchestra.
Tour highlights include the building’s artwork and gifts donated by over
60 countries such as the 3,700 tons of
Carrara marble from Italy lining interior
and exterior walls; hand-carved wooden
doors from Nigeria; and tapestries made
from designs by France’s Henri Matisse
and Spain’s Francisco Goya. Several
countries gifted elaborate chandeliers
including a Lobmeyr crystal chandelier
from Austria with 2,000 light bulbs illuminating the Opera House, one of five
theaters viewed during a tour.

Ron Blunt

Guided tours end with a panoramic
city view from the roof terrace.
The REACH, the center’s ongoing
expanion project, is currently underway
and is scheduled to be completed in fall
2019. The 4.6-acre project will include
a 2,500-square-foot performance space,
an outdoor video wall, art installations
and digital enhancements, flexible
spaces and a scenic walkway. The goal of
the project is to break down boundaries
between audience and art.
Motorcoaches can drop off and
pick up visitors at the Hall of Nations
entrance. n
The Kennedy Center
202-416-8400
kennedy-center.org
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Ontario
Kingston

On Lake Ontario, at the mouth of the St. Lawrence and
Cataraqui rivers, is Kingston. Groups can explore the city for a
variety of history and architecture, as well as delicious foods.
“Kingston is a culturally active and vibrant four-season
destination that is both historic and hip,” said Rob Kawamoto,
executive director for Tourism Kingston. “We are a welcoming,
walkable and safe community, making it a perfect place
for a getaway. Visitors love the city’s waterfront walkways,
architecturally stunning streetscapes and only-in-Kingston
attractions. Enjoy your stay and thank you for visiting Kingston.”
Tourism Kingston
866-665-3326
visitkingston.ca

DO

Tour historic Fort Henry
National Historic Site of
Canada. This majestic
citadel is eastern Ontario’s
largest and most vibrant
heritage attraction. Costumed
interpreters lead visitors
through an illustrious history
as displayed in museum
rooms filled with artifacts. The
fort is a 19th-century British
military fort.
Fort Henry
800-437-2233
forthenry.com

SEE

Explore the award-winning
Canada’s Penitentiary
Museum housed in the
former warden’s residence
of Kingston Penitentiary.
Artifacts, cells, prisoner-made
weapons — groups will have
to see it all to believe it. Tours
are self-guided, but staff and
volunteers are around to
answer questions.
Canada’s Penitentiary
Museum
613-530-3122
penitentiarymuseum.ca

TOUR

Step back in time at
the PumpHouse Steam
Museum and explore the
original steam engines
that powered Kingston’s
first water pumping station.
Look through the collection
of thousands of artifacts,
including objects and
documents. Games and
activities are available for
visitors of all ages.
PumpHouse Steam
Museum
613-544-7867
kingstonpumphouse.ca

RIDE

Kingston Trolley Tours
offers hop-on, hop-off
tours of Kingston’s historic
downtown and waterfront,
as well as private tours,
with style and character. A
multilingual narration system
complements the live tour
guide. The trolley makes eight
stops at popular destinations
including Fort Henry and
Canada’s Penitentiary
Museum.
Kingston Trolley Tours
613-549-5544
kingstontrolley.ca

Tourism Kingston

GroupTour.com
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TORONTO

THEATRE

THE REMARKABLE TRUE STORY

NOW UNTIL JAN 20, 2019
Royal Alexandra Theatre

Moves to THE ELGIN THEATRE

from FEB 5–SEP 1, 2019

Admire Casa Loma’s many facets

BEGINS MAR 2019

Royal Alexandra Theatre

FEB 9–MAR 24, 2019

Princess of Wales Theatre

ENHANCE YOUR VISIT!
Educational Enrichment
Opportunities
Historical Theatre Tours
Workshops
Study Guides
Performance Opportunities
(For Choral Groups)

Explore decorated suites, secret passages and an 800-foot tunnel at Casa
Loma, a majestic castle in downtown
Toronto.
The former home of Canadian
financier Sir Henry Pellatt, Casa Loma
was completed in 1914.
Pellatt lived in Casa Loma for less
than 10 years before financial misfortune forced him to abandon his castle
home.
“I think that adults most enjoy
the incredible sweeping view of the
Toronto city skyline from our beautiful terrace, that sits above our stunning
gardens and beneath the soaring castle
architecture,” said Amanda Sicilia, marketing and social media coordinator.

Visitors normally need about two
hours for a visit.
Groups are able to see many historic
rooms on the main and second floors
and climb up to the top of two towers.
The tunnel features an exhibit called
“Toronto The Dark Side,” with archival
photos from landmark events in the
city’s history in the early 1900s. At the
end of the tunnel, explore the stables,
carriage room, garage and potting
shed.
An exhibition of vintage cars from
the early 1900s is located in the garage
and stables.
The Queen’s Own Rifles military
gallery is on the third floor. Pellatt was
a dedicated supporter of the Queen’s

Reader Service Card #398

Reader Service Card #298

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
ADDED FEES MAY APPLY.

416.593.4142
1.800.724.6420
for a complete line-up of shows!
Reader Service Card #298
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Casa Loma

Own Rifles regiment and achieved the
rank of major general.
“In our experience we find that the
best way for adults to tour Casa Loma
is at their own pace,” Sicilia said. “We
offer many options for that, including free use of our multilingual audio
guides, maps, detailed information

signs posted throughout and free
screenings of the Pellatt Newsreel:
The Man Who Built Casa Loma, a
22-minute docudrama styled as a 1939
newsreel tracing the arc of Sir Henry
Pellatt’s life. This runs every half hour
on the half hour.”
Free parking for motorcoaches is

available in the east parking lot. The lot
can accommodate 10 motorcoaches. n
Casa Loma
647-725-1822
casaloma.ca

IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN TORONTO

BOOK YOUR
GROUP TODAY!

20,000 ANIMALS, 450 SPECIES, DAILY DIVE SHOWS AND MORE!

647-351-3474 EXT. 2642 • 1-877-773-1497 (TOLL FREE)

GROUPS@RIPLEYSAQUARIUMOFCANADA.COM

WWW.RIPLEYSAQUARIUMOFCANADA.COM
Reader Service Card #298
GroupTour.com

85

ontario

Cruise along with Niagara Segway
Explore St. Catharines while on two
wheels with Niagara Segway.
“I think groups enjoy riding a Segway very much, and the sensation of the
freedom of moving without any effort,”
said Guillaume Donnat, owner of Niagara Segway. “Also, they are very proud
of themselves, they fight against their
fear, step on a Segway and start riding
it by themselves in a matter of minutes.
Then the fear completely disappears, and
they have a good time.”
A Segway tour can have a maximum
of eight people per tour, which allows
more interaction with the guide. Segway
riders learn more about the region and
its history.
Currently, Niagara Segway offers
three Segway tours: the Welland Canal
Tour, Port Dalhousie Tour and the Niagara Winery Tour.
The Welland Canal Tour option is

one of the easiest tours, with riders going over mostly flat and straight terrain.
The Port Dalhousie Tour takes a more
scenic route along Lake Ontario and
through different parks and offers a bit
more of a challenge than The Welland
Canal Tour.
The Niagara Winery Segway Tour
takes tourgoers off-road. Ride through
the vineyards at the Henry of Pelham
Family Estate and end the tour with four
wine tastings.
Niagara Segway also offers tour
packages that include a walking or boat
tour along with the Segway tour.
A tour should be scheduled one week
in advance, but more notice is appreciated.
“Segways are much easier than they
look to handle,” Donnat said. “It only

Niagara Segway

takes a couple of minutes to learn how
to ride them. Most people are nervous
at first, but their fear goes away very
quickly. Before we start the tour, each
person receives a personal training and
a few minutes to practice by themselves.
Once everybody is comfortable, we then
start the tour.” n
Niagara Segway
289-213-1532
niagarasegway.com
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Natasha Mumba, backstage (The Hound of the Baskervilles, 2018). Photo by Peter Andrew Lusztyk.
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Adrenaline flows at Wilderness Tours Adventure Resort
The Rocher Fendu section of the Ottawa River runs wild through an island
paradise in eastern Ontario.
“Rocher Fendu” is French for “split
rock.” And the spilt created Canada’s top
rafting and kayaking river.
Multiple channels create a maze of
routes for every level of adventure, from
mild to wild.
Just downstream from the wild
portion of the river, Wilderness Tours
Adventure Resort helps groups experience it all.
“There is a type of ‘magic’ in running
a wild river that is both exhilarating and
peaceful at the same time,” said Matt
McGuire, sales, marketing and events
director.
The company offers a variety of rafting packages that range from one day
to five days and from high adventure to
gentle rafting.
“Our two days of whitewater rafting
is our most popular package,” McGuire
said.
A group should make a reservation
at least 30 days in advance if it is seeking
accommodations, as the resort does sell
out of lodging. All trips and packages
require reservations.
For every 12 guests, one is free.
Group discounts are available.
Additional resort activities include
fishing, a bungee jump, horseback riding, mountain biking, kayaking and
kayak instruction.

ickel
Big N

Science

Wilderness Tours Adventure Resort

The resort includes a restaurant,
weekend entertainment, movie amphitheater, beach volleyball, pool and hot
tubs, a climbing wall, sport courts and
jumbo chess. n

Wilderness Tours Adventure Resort
888-723-8669
wildernesstours.com

Take a trip NORTH
Festivals
& Events

North
Foodi
discoveriees

Whether you have 3 full days or just an afternoon, Sudbury has something for you!

discoversudbury.ca
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Sudbury
Northern Ontario’s largest city always enchants

By David Hoekman

Sudbury

S

cience North and Dynamic Earth
pack a one-two tourism punch in
Sudbury.
In addition to those marquee attractions, the municipality in northern
Ontario offers a thriving culinary scene
and engaging festivals.
“New and returning visitors are
discovering that Greater Sudbury is a
special place to relax and enjoy major
attractions, cultural celebrations and the
great outdoors,” said Shawna Cole of
Sudbury Tourism.
“Whether you have three full days or
just an afternoon, Sudbury has someSudbury Tourism
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thing for you,” Cole said. “We have
world-renowned attractions featuring
amazing and interactive hosts, the access
to the outdoors is right at your doorstep. Our proximity to the Georgian
Bay Coastal Route and Killarney makes
us a perfect combination for an urban
and outdoor itinerary. Greater Sudbury
is the perfect destination for your next
group tour.”

Science North
Science North’s fun and friendly
hands-on approach to science education
is led by Bluecoats (real scientists and

science communicators). They make
interacting with the exhibits and live
ambassador animals even more informative and fun.
Within the four floors are the Jean
MacLean Butterfly Gallery, the Human
Gyroscope, planetarium, an escape
room, IMAX with laser and Wildfires! A
Firefighting Adventure in 4D.

Dynamic Earth
Descend seven stories to walk in
the footsteps of Sudbury’s miners. This
guided tour through a demonstration
mine reveals the evolution of mining

Underground Dynamic Earth

Sudbury murals

Science North

Northern Lights Festival Boreal

in the region, from the early 1900s to
modern mining. The area holds large
nickel and copper ore deposits. In the
New Mine Training Centre, step into the
world of modern mining and test out
mine equipment simulators.
Pan for gold in the simulated stream
table. Those who find a gold flake at Dynamic Earth can keep it as a souvenir.
Get acquainted with Sudbury’s history
at Nickel City Stories multimedia theater.
The Big Nickel is a replica of the 1951
Canadian five-cent coin, built in 1964 by
Sudburian Ted Szilva. Open to the public at no cost, visitors can walk around
the Big Nickel and explore the site of the
former Centennial Numismatic Park.

Sudbury favorites
The Art Gallery of Sudbury presents
a fine and distinguished collection of
contemporary and historical works of
art, including a representative selection of works by Tom Thomson and the
Group of Seven.
Next, spend the afternoon on a pleinair excursion to learn on-site painting
and drawing techniques at the A.Y.
Jackson Lookout.
Discover rich railroad history at the
Northern Ontario Railroad Museum &
Heritage Centre.
The Northern Ontario Railroad
Museum provides a historical account of Sudbury’s mining and lumber
industries and how the railroad affected
the prosperity of those industries. The
museum is located within a historic
museum house built in 1916 as the

Jazz Sudbury Festival

residence for the Canadian Northern
railroad superintendent.
With 330 lakes and hundreds of
fresh-air experiences within Sudbury,
visitors enjoy the best of urban and
outdoor adventures. Take a stroll on the
Jim Gordon Walkway, step into an A.Y.
Jackson painting of the Group of Seven
at Onaping Falls or hike the trails of
Rainbow Routes.

Festivals
Festivals and events also draw visitors to Sudbury.
Northern Lights Festival Boreal is
one of Canada’s oldest music and arts
festivals and takes place in early July.
Canadian legends and up-and-coming
groups perform everything from Canadian roots music to modern music.
Up Here is a public art festival in
mid-August that culminates in an
emerging music festival and is topped
off with an all-night art crawl.
Cinéfest Sudbury International Film
Festival marked its 30th anniversary
in September. Cinéfest’s programming
features about 125 Canadian and international films, including full-length
features, shorts, documentaries and
animation.
Set for the first weekend in September, the five-day Jazz Sudbury Festival
has presented local, national and international performers since 2009. n
Sudbury Tourism
800-708-2505
sudburytourism.ca

Sudbury Tourism
GroupTour.com
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Québec
Laval

Laval is a vibrant destination ideal for groups with its
multitude of tourist attractions. Located in the center of the
province, it offers a wide variety of activities, including unique
indoor attractions, fun entertainment, plenty of wonderful green
spaces and amazing shopping.
Since Laval is easily accessible from major highways, the
region fits perfectly, minus the traffic jams, in any itinerary of
discoveries between Ottawa and Québec City.
Laval is a welcoming and lively destination known for its safety
and the bilingualism of its services. It is easily accessible and has
many free parking spaces for motorcoaches, day and night.
Tourisme Laval
877-465-2825
tourismelaval.com
Jimmy Hamelin/Tourisme Laval

EAT

DO

Renowned for its ancestral
cachet and its terrace, Les
Menus-Plaisirs combines
accommodation with
gastronomy. Its regional
cuisine features Brome Lake
duck and Québec lamb
and ostrich. The restaurant
has a wine cellar with more
than 4,000 bottles and an
adjoining tasting room. Or
stay the night in the inn.

Château Taillefer
Lafon is the most important
producer of grapes from
noble vines (merlot, cabernet,
chardonnay, riesling) in
Québec. During a visit,
groups have the opportunity
to tour the vineyard and taste
new products (red and white
wine, late grape harvest
wine and champagne-style
sparkling wine).

The Cosmodome has
three virtual missions to
choose from: launch of a
space probe, traveling into
time or a journey to Mars.
Virtual animations and
interactive games immerse
participants into a futuristic
environment. Each mission
is followed by a guided tour.
A meal can be added to the
experience.

Les Menus-Plaisirs
450-625-0976
lesmenusplaisirs.ca

Château Taillefer Lafon
450-689-6940
chateautailleferlafon.ca

The Cosmodome
800-565-2267
cosmodome.org

Tourisme Laval
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SEE

Parc de la Rivière-desMille-Îles is a protected
wildlife area. Discover the
islands of the archipelago
aboard a cruising boat,
kayak, paddle or pedal board,
or rowboat. Explore hiking
trails or take a guided hike.
In winter, come for crosscountry skiing, snowshoeing,
skating or ice fishing. Visit the
permanent exhibition at the
Exploration Centre.
Parc de la Rivière-desMille-Îles
450-622-1020
parc-mille-iles.qc.ca/en

québec

The Citadelle celebrates Québec City history
Explore an impressive fortress that
tells tales of the history of Québec City
at The Citadelle.
The Citadelle, a historical jewel, is
the most important British fortress in
North America and was built between
1820 and 1850. Groups can experience
its beauty via a guided tour.
“Guided tours of the Citadelle reveal
over 300 years of history,” said Karine
Fauvel, head of communications and
marketing for The Citadelle. “Join our
guides to explore this fortress — an active garrison of the Royal 22e Régiment
— and delve deeply into this National
Historic Site with its impressive architecture and spectacular views of the city
and St. Lawrence River.”
A visit to The Citadelle includes a guided tour of the site that lasts for an hour, as
well as time to take a self-guided visit to
the museum. Groups learn why Québec
City needed a fortress, why it is the shape
that it is and what it is used for today.
In the summertime, groups can experience the Changing of the Guard and

Beating of the Retreat ceremonies.
The Royal 22e Régiment is the only
French-language infantry regiment in
the Canadian Forces Regular Force.
“Armistice 2018 – Memories of Wartime” is an exhibit that shares the stories
of the injured, nurses, soldiers and prisoners during World War I. It will remain
on display until March 17, 2019.

Special group rates are available.
Groups should schedule a visit to The
Citadelle at least one week in advance.
Motorcoach parking is available
nearby. n
The Citadelle
418-694-2815
lacitadelle.qc.ca

The Citadelle
GroupTour.com
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Vi k i n g
On the

NEWFOUNDLAND PRESERV
SCANDINAVIAN
With a last name of Erickson,

it’s not surprising that I’d be warmly
welcomed in L’Anse aux Meadows,
Newfoundland. After all, my ancestor Leif made quite a splash when he
arrived a thousand years ago.
“Erickson?” repeated a guide when
I told him my name. “You must be
related to Leif. If we’d have known
you were coming, we’d have had wine
ready for you.”
Even without the wine, my trip to
L’Anse aux Meadows was a bucket-list
experience. Anyone with a passion for
Scandinavian history dreams of going
to this remote spot that’s the only
authenticated Viking site in North
America.

On the Viking Trail

As I discovered on a recent visit,
an added bonus is the scenic road that
leads to L’Anse aux Meadows. Known as
the Viking Trail, the 270-mile route is
lined with picturesque fishing villages,
dramatic fjords and mountains, and
sweeping sea vistas framed by a rocky
coastline.
“The Viking Trail that runs up the
western coast of Newfoundland is anchored by two UNESCO World Heritage Sites,” said Andre Myers, business
manager for the Viking Trail Tourism
Association. “At the south end is Gros
Morne National Park, which has some
of the most spectacular landscapes in
Canada, and at the north end is L’Anse
92
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E R V E S H I S T O R Y O F E A R LY
IAN EXPLORERS
By Lori Erickson

Bob Sessions

Interpreters, Norstead

aux Meadows. Visitors are also likely to
see some of the 10,000 whales that pass
by Newfoundland every year. And from
May to July, we have icebergs floating by,
headed south from the Arctic.”

Life at L’Anse aux Meadows

I knew that descriptions of the Norse
explorations in North America are found
in the Icelandic Sagas, stories written
down in the 13th century that detail
the exploits of the Vikings who settled
Iceland and Greenland. For many years,
these tales were thought to be mainly fictional. But in the early 1960s, researchers
used clues in the text to find the remains
of a Norse settlement in Newfoundland.
That settlement is preserved today by
Parks Canada, which operates a visitor
GroupTour.com
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center on a hill overlooking the archaeological site. Situated in a grassy expanse
of meadow next to a shallow bay, the site
itself consists of rounded ridges of turf
where buildings once stood, plus reconstructions of several of these buildings a
short distance away.
As I explored, I was fortunate to
have Clayton Colbourne, a native of the
area, as my guide. “When the archaeologists started digging here, all the locals
thought they were crazy,” he recalled.
“But as they started discovering artifacts,
we started to realize what an amazing
site we had in our backyard. My family
ended up becoming good friends with
Helge Ingstad and Anne Stine, the two
Norwegians who led the excavations,
and I’ve worked here since 1973.”
As we walked, Colbourne described
the excavation process and the conclusions reached by the archaeologists. The
settlement was likely constructed by Leif
Eiriksson and his men during their first
summer in Newfoundland around the
year 1000. It later became a base camp
for subsequent expeditions that explored
deeper into the region. At its height,
about 90 people lived in L’Anse aux
Meadows. A small number of people
wintered here each year, while the rest
went back home to Greenland.
The Scandinavians likely had temporary encampments in other locations, but archaeologists think L’Anse
aux Meadows was probably their only
permanent settlement, given its size,
location and the amount of labor needed
to construct it. After about 10 years of
occupation, the Norse left. The buildings
were burned to the ground, most likely
by the Vikings themselves.
“They were starting to have conflicts
with the indigenous people who lived
in Newfoundland, and the trip back to
Greenland was too long to be economically profitable,” Colbourne said. “They
took most of their stuff with them, but
a few things were left behind, including
nails they’d used to repair boats.”
I learned more about the daily lives
of the Norse in the reconstructed buildings. Entering the longhouse, I was surprised by how cozy and inviting it was,
with its thick walls of sod, flickering
fire and sunlight streaming in through
December 2018

openings in the roof. I was soon immersed in conversations with costumed
interpreters playing the roles of chieftain
Finnbogi, navigator Egil, his wife Anora,
and a servant named Wolfric.
“The Norse were always looking for
something to turn a profit on,” Egil said
when I asked why they’d made the perilous journey from Greenland. “Wood
was the most valuable thing they traded,
because Greenland had so little of it. But
they also dealt in furs and wine made
from grapes that grew farther south.”
Anora filled me in on the lives of the
women of the settlement. “Between two
and five women were probably here at
any one time,” she said. “They tended
the sheep and cattle they’d brought with
them, cooked meals and wove cloth for
clothing, boat sails and trade.”

Bob Sessions
Costumed interpreter at L'Anse aux Meadows

L'Anse aux Meadows National Historic Site

Hands-on Viking history

Across the road from L’Anse aux
Meadows, I learned more about the
Viking Age at Norstead, a nonprofit
center that tells a larger story about the
time period.
“L’Anse aux Meadows was an unusual
settlement, atypical in many ways,” said
Denecka Burden, manager at Norstead.
“Here we interpret what ordinary life
was like in Iceland and Greenland during the Viking Age between the eighth
and 11th centuries.”
Norstead specializes in hands-on Viking history. I helped a group of women

Gros Morne National Park

prepare a pot of stew over an open fire
and then tried my hand at drop spinning, experiences that made me realize
I would have been a pretty worthless
member of the village.
As I left the site, I was struck by the
differences between seeing history in
action as opposed to reading about it
in a book. At L’Anse aux Meadows and
Norstead, I’d gotten glimpses not only
into my own ethnic heritage, but also a
much larger story. After the Norse left
L’Anse aux Meadows, the stories of the
new land they’d visited filtered through
Europe, intriguing other explorers.

And I treasured a comment made by
one of the men in the L’Anse aux Meadows longhouse. “Leif?” he’d answered
when I asked him his opinion of my famous ancestor. “Oh, he was a fine man.
Well-liked. A good businessman. And
mild-mannered — for a Viking.” n

Leif Erikson statue, L'Anse aux Meadows

Reconstructed Viking-era buildings, L’Anse aux Meadows

Viking Trail Tourism Association
877-778-4546 • vikingtrail.org
Go Western Newfoundland
800-563-6353
gowesternnewfoundland.com

If you go
The nearest airport to L’Anse aux
Meadows is Deer Lake, Newfoundland.
From there, groups can drive five hours
north along the Viking Trail (Route 430).
Lodging options include the Grenfell
Heritage Hotel (grenfellheritagehotel.ca)
and Haven Inn (haveninn.ca), both in St.
Anthony.
The Lightkeepers Café in St. Anthony
offers excellent meals as well as a Great
Viking Feast Dinner Theatre on selected
evenings (lightkeepersvikingfeast.com).
Bob Sessions

Norstead
GroupTour.com
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PORT CITY:

Minneapolis-Saint Paul
Kristen Montag

Nick Cusick

Whether arriving early or extending the adventure, the
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, Minnesota,
present a vacation in themselves for cruisers.
Kristen Montag, senior public relations and communications manager at Meet Minneapolis, and Nick Cusick,
marketing and media relations manager at Visit Saint Paul,
gave Group Tour Media the scoop on the Twin Cities.

Q: What makes your city an
appealing port city?
A:

Cusick — We are the northernmost
port on the Mississippi River and have more
Mississippi riverfront than any other city. Many
multiday Mississippi River cruises start or end
in Saint Paul.

A:

Montag — While Minneapolis cannot be
reached by riverboats due to the locks and dams
between the two cities, visitors who journey up
the Mississippi to Saint Paul get two cities for the
price of one. From Saint Paul, visitors can easily
take the METRO Green Line train from downtown
to downtown and take advantage of all that the
largest city in Minnesota has to offer.
From paddleboarding and kayaking to an
active bicycling culture and over 200 miles of
trails and paths for biking, walking or touring
via Segway, enjoying the City by Nature is a
natural thing to do. Steps away from the Mississippi is a vital urban core with hotels and a
food-and-drink scene to rival any in the U.S.
Minneapolis is also known for music and
nightlife at clubs like First Avenue and the
Dakota Jazz Club. The city has 80 professional
theater companies, and there are 57 museums
to explore in the metro area along with the
Northeast Minneapolis Arts District.

Q: What attractions do you
recommend cruisers 		
visit?
A:

Cusick — To compliment your river
experience, you could take a Padelford
Riverboat cruise to see even more of the river
and the river’s national park: the Mississippi
National River & Recreation Area. Eat a meal
at Red River Kitchen at City House — a former
river grain elevator building that now houses
a seasonal food operation. And stop by the
Mississippi River Visitor Center — it’s free to
visit — inside the lobby of the Science Museum
of Minnesota.

A:

Montag — Mill City Museum, for the
history of the city’s place as milling capital of
the world for over 50 years; The Minneapolis
Sculpture Garden and Walker Art Center; Paisley
Park, international superstar Prince’s home and
studio that are now a museum and event space;
and The Guthrie Theater. Bicycling is easy to do
with our Nice Ride Minnesota dockless bikes
and miles of trails and marked lanes. n
Meet Minneapolis
800-445-7412, ext. 8106
minneapolis.org/groups
Visit Saint Paul
651-265-4907
visitsaintpaul.com

UPPER MISSISSIPPI
RIVER CRUISE
Queen of the Mississippi
Aug. 4–11, 2019

Day one: St. Louis, Missouri
Day two: Hannibal, Missouri
Day three: Day of river cruising
Day four: Davenport, Iowa
Day five: Dubuque, Iowa
Day six: LaCrosse, Wisconsin
Day seven: Red Wing, Minnesota
Day eight: Saint Paul, Minnesota
American Cruise Lines
800-460-4518
americancruiselines.com

Clockwise from top left Meet Minneapolis,I-stock, Mike Krivit Photography/Courtesy of Meet Minneapolis, American
Cruise Lines, Visit Saint Paul (2)
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spotlight

Lisa Kukulski shares Circle
Michigan Foundation’s mission

«

To learn more about the Circle Michigan
Foundation, managing editor David Hoekman
talked with Lisa Kukulski, Circle Michigan’s
marketing manager.
Before coming to Circle Michigan in
2015, Kukulski, who holds CMP and CTIS
certifications, was the destination services
manager at Discover Kalamazoo. She has
worked in the group travel market and been
active in Circle Michigan since 2008. While
with Discover Kalamazoo, she volunteered
with Circle Michigan as a regional spokesperson, served on a Strategic Planning Committee and the Board of Directors, and was
the chair of the Circle Michigan Foundation
Committee until 2014.

Q. What is the Circle Michigan
Foundation?
A. The Circle Michigan Foundation was established by Circle Michigan in 2012 to fund
an annual college scholarship and a field trip
transportation grant for Michigan students.

Q. What is the foundation’s
backstory?
A. During the late 1990s, Circle Michigan
lost two members to death in car accidents:
Katherine Schmidt in 1997, who was with the
Traverse City Convention & Visitors Bureau;
and Scott Brazil in 1998, who was with
Kewadin Casino of Sault Ste. Marie. Money
in the form of memorials was placed in a
Michigan scholarship held by the National
Tour Association (NTA).
In 2010, NTA turned the funds over to the
Circle Michigan office since it was the organization the monies were affiliated with. The
Circle Michigan Board of Directors formed
a committee in October 2011 to research

the best way to invest and use these funds.
The committee decided on a twofold funding
purpose: a scholarship to a Michigan student
planning to attend a Michigan college or
university to major in a hospitality program,
as well as to fund a grant for K–12 Michigan
schools taking field trips to Circle Michiganmember attractions.

Lisa Kukulski

What’s the

next
big
thing
for

Q. Why is the foundation
important?
A. The Circle Michigan Foundation is investing
in the future of our industry through the Circle
Michigan Scholarship, with hopes of retaining
new talent here in the state of Michigan.
The Field Trip Transportation Grant(s) are
helping to provide students with experiential
learning opportunities while exposing students
to travel in Michigan. The Circle Michigan
Foundation has received applications from
teachers of students who have never been
outside of the community they live in. Some
students haven’t experienced the Great Lakes.
This is why Circle Michigan and the members
that serve on the Circle Michigan Foundation feel the mission of the Circle Michigan
Foundation is important. It’s for the kids, and
that is ultimately why the members of Circle
Michigan volunteer their time and donate to
the Circle Michigan Foundation.
Since the inception of the Circle Michigan Foundation, six students have received
college scholarships and 13 Michigan K–12
schools have received funding toward field
trip transportation. n

Circle Michigan
Foundation?

“

The Circle Michigan
Foundation will award a $500
scholarship to a student attending a Michigan higher education
institution and who is enrolled
in a hospitality and tourism
program. Applications will be
accepted from Nov. 1, 2018, to
Feb. 15, 2019.
The Field Trip Transportation Grant application period is
from April 1–June 30, 2019.
The grant is to be used during
the 2019–2020 school year.
The 2019-2020 award will be
up to $500 and will be used for
transportation for field trips.

”

Circle Michigan Foundation
269-569-7064
circlemichigan.com/
circle-michigan-foundation

Circle Michigan
GroupTour.com
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[ ENJOY EAGAN MINNESOTA ]
TWIN CITIES
PREMIUM OUTLETS®

FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Enjoy tax-free shopping daily at Twin Cities Premium Outlets®
and nearby Mall of America®—the nation’s largest shopping
and entertainment complex. Plus, Eagan offers over 100
delectable dining options and 18 incredible hotels, with
most featuring complimentary breakfast and shuttle service.
Don’t delay—plan your Eagan getaway today!

MINNESOTA VIKINGS MUSEUM

WATT MUNISOTARAM

LEBANON HILLS REGIONAL PARK
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