GROUP TOUR
a t t r a c t i o n s
TAP INTO GRAND BUILDINGS’
BEAUTY AND STORIES

ANN ARBOR

EAT AND EXPLORE
IN QUINTESSENTIAL
COLLEGE TOWN

VALLEY FORGE

FIND HISTORY AND MORE
IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

COSTA RICA
MAR 2019/GROUPTOUR.COM

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE
OF LOCAL PEOPLE AND
RAINFOREST ADVENTURE

your photo here

share your group photos for a chance to be
featured in group Tour magazine!
Post on Facebook or Instagram with the hashtag #showusyourgroups and we’ll
select winners at random to be featured in the magazine. You could
even win a Group Tour Media selfie stick.
Enter today to show off your group tours and be the
envy of your travel planning collegues!
Visit grouptour.com/photocontest for full contest rules and details.

New London – Spicer, MN

Milbank, SD

Thief River Falls, MN

Make your group tour stay Grand.
FREE WiFi • Indoor Pool & Whirlpool • FREE Grand Start® Breakfast
Special Group Tour Rates • Motorcoach Parking

23

NORTH DAKOTA

MINNESOTA
18 24
17

26
27
14

OREGON
SOUTH DAKOTA

28

13
19

29
30

10

11
2

15

6
20

21

5
8

4

16
12 25

9

WISCONSIN
22

3

32

7

31
33

IOWA

MICHIGAN

36
35

34

1

IOWA

1
2

Ames
Rock Valley*

MICHIGAN

3

Traverse City

MINNESOTA

4
5
6

Apple Valley
Becker – Big Lake
Cambridge

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Cannon Falls
Delano
Faribault
Glenwood
Luverne
Madelia
Montevideo
Morris
New London – Spicer
North Mankato*

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Parkers Prairie
Perham
Pipestone
Running Aces Casino
Hotel - Racetrack*
St. Cloud
Stillwater
Thief River Falls
Wadena *
Waseca

NORTH DAKOTA

26 Valley City
OREGON

27 Sisters*
SOUTH DAKOTA

28 Milbank
29 Rapid City
30 Tea – Sioux Falls

WISCONSIN

31
32
33
34
35

Appleton
Eau Claire
La Crosse
Madison
Mount Horeb –
Madison
36 Sheboygan

*New hotel opening soon

email grouptour@grandstay.net • grandstayhospitality.com
E V E R Y GROUP

E V E RY T I M E ™

Group Tour | NORTHeast/MIDWest | march 2019 | Vol. 32 No. 2

«

What’s Inside

DEPARTMENTS

6
8
9
11

From the Editor
News & Notes
SPOTLIGHT
PORT CITY

FEATURES

14 Architectural
attractions
Tap into grand buildings’
beauty and stories

30 Ann Arbor

Eat and explore in
quintessential college town

82 Valley Forge

Find history and more in
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania

94 Costa Rica

Capture the essence of local people
and rainforest adventure

14
800-767-3489
fax: 616-393-0085
GroupTour.com

POSTMASTER

Send address changes to:
GROUP TOUR MAGAZINE
2465 112TH AVE.
HOLLAND, MI 49424-9657
Group Tour magazine® USPS #016-239
is published February, March, May, June,
August, September, November and December
by Group Tour Media, 2465 112th Ave.,
Holland, Michigan 49424-9657. Periodical
Postage is paid at Holland, Michigan and
additional mailing offices.

4

March 2019

Publisher

Art

Marketing

Advertising

Elly DeVries
President

Mark Dryer
Art Director

Ben DeVries
Marketing Director

Eric C. Lutey | Director of Sales | Eric@GroupTour.com | 800-767-3489 x111
AB, BC, MB, NB, NL, NS, PE, QC, SK, YT

Editorial
Courtney Birchmeier
Editor in Chief
David Hoekman
Managing Editor

Gabrielle Aleman-Gordon
Graphic Designer

Audience
Development

Cortney Erndt
Associate Editor

Cindy Fish
Audience Development
Director

Kelsey Smith
Associate Editor

Bethany Vander Kolk
Circulation Coordinator

Administration
Jim Bowser
Webmaster
Kim Kraker
Accounting

RaDonna Laranja | Sales Assistant | RaDonna@GroupTour.com | 800-767-3489 x110
Jim Holthaus | JimH@GroupTour.com | 616-283-1816
IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI, TN, ON
Greg Jones | Greg@GroupTour.com | 859-327-6471
DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA, CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT
Alan Lininger | Alan@GroupTour.com | 717-778-8056
AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MO, MS, NC, SC, VA, WV
Aimee Smith | Aimee@GroupTour.com | 717-668-2720
AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, KS, MT, ND, NE, NM, NV, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, WY

MIDWEST
ILLINOIS
18
19

Itinerary — Decatur
Farnsworth House

INDIANA
20
22
23
24

Itinerary — Anderson/Madison County
SAMARA
Festival Country
Hall of Heroes

MICHIGAN
25
26
28
29
32
34
35

Itinerary — Lansing
Meadow Brook Hall
Frederik Meijer Gardens
& Sculpture Park
Alden B. Dow Home & Studio
Upper Peninsula/Michigan State Parks
Centennial
Grand Hotel
S.S. Badger Lake Michigan Car Ferry

MINNESOTA
36
37
40

Itinerary — Rochester
Glensheen Mansion
Mall of America

OHIO
42
43
44
47

Itinerary — Trumbull County
Armstrong Air & Space Museum
The Cleveland Orchestra
Franklin Park Conservatory

MASSACHUSETTS
66
67
68
70

Itinerary — Springfield
Essex Shipbuilding Museum
The Mount: Edith Wharton’s Home
Fruitlands Museum

NEW JERSEY
71
72

Itinerary — West Orange, Morristown,
Morris Plains and Princeton
Grounds for Sculpture

NEW YORK
74
75
78

Itinerary — Binghamton
Long Island Museum
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts

PENNSYLVANIA
80
81

Itinerary — Laurel Highlands
Kentuck Knob

RHODE ISLAND
86
87

Itinerary — Bristol
John Brown House Museum

WASHINGTON D.C.
88
89

Itinerary —Washington, D.C.
National Building Museum

ONTARIO
90
92
93

Itinerary — Niagara Falls
Shaw Festival
Niagara Falls Museums

98

Advertiser Index

WISCONSIN
48
49
50
52

30

82

Itinerary — Middleton
Door County Adventure Rafting
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Burnham Block, Inc.

NORTHEAST
CONNECTICUT
54
55
56
57

Itinerary — Stamford
The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
White Memorial Conservation Center
The Glass House

DELAWARE
58
59

Itinerary — Dover
John Dickinson Plantation

MAINE
60
61

Itinerary — Bangor
American Folk Festival

MARYLAND
62
63

Itinerary — Annapolis
Monkey Business Adventure Park

94
GroupTour.com

5

From the Editor
If you build it, they will come

«

«

No, I’m not referencing the 1989 film, Field of Dreams, in my
headline. I’m talking about grand architecture and buildings designed
to draw a crowd, and busloads of groups.
Photo-worthy buildings and informative architectural tours can be
found in cities coast to coast. Travelers marvel at the size, elegance
and character of structures that dot big city skylines and pepper the
landscape of small towns. In some cases, the architectural marvel is
the destination, and in others, it’s something found along the way.
In this month’s cover story on page 14, contributor Jackie
Sheckler Finch shares four architecturally significant buildings in
the Northeast and Midwest. The brick-and-mortar masterpieces
welcome groups to gaze in awe at their engineering and design.
Managing Editor David Hoekman’s visit to Ann Arbor, Michigan,
inspired his feature (page 30) on the quintessential college town.
Groups experience a vibrant downtown, a strong food culture and the
University of Michigan.
On page 82, contributor Michael C. McLaughlin highlights group
experiences in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, a city known for its history,
but which has more to offer.
This month’s international feature draws on Associate Editor
Cortney Erndt’s travels to Costa Rica. Learn more about the Pura
Vida lifestyle and group adventures on page 94.
As always, thank you for reading this issue of Group Tour
magazine.

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association

Until next time,

Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association

Up next: In May, get outdoors with our Back to Nature cover
story. Don’t miss features on the Georgia Civil Rights Trail, Sioux Falls
and Japan.
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Cover:

Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater,
Mill Run, Pennsylvania

never miss an issue!
Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly
restaurants and lodging in every issue.
GroupTour.com/subscribe

Do you want more information about one
of our advertisers?
GroupTour.com/gtmrsc to request more information.

GroupTour.com
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news & notes
Cedar Fair reveals
new offerings

Rendering : Visit Fort Wayne

Riverfront park opening in Fort Wayne

Riverfront Fort Wayne’s first development and cornerstone attraction, Promenade Park, plans to open in June. This development will
include a tree canopy trail, amphitheater, playgrounds, activities for
any time of year and many public spaces.
260-424-3700, visitfortwayne.com

Cedar Fair Entertainment Company plans
to introduce new rides
and attractions for the
2019 season. Canada’s
Wonderland, outside of
Toronto, will introduce
Yukon Striker. Cedar Point,
the company’s flagship
park in Sandusky, Ohio, is
set to unveil a mysterious
immersive experience with
its Forbidden Frontier on
Adventure Island attraction.
cedarfair.com

Jeffrey Totaro, 2018, courtesy
Philadelphia Museum of Art
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Group Tours Always Welcome
Open at 11am Daily
Plenty of Coach Parking

New England seafood at
its best! Chicken, pasta,
steaks & other specialties
for the land-lubbers too!

· 019
1969 2

50 YEARS

It’s the Year of
Chicago Theatre

Chicago leaders have
designated 2019 as the “Year
of Chicago Theatre.” The initiative includes theater performances — including improv,
dance, opera and puppetry
— and special events at cultural venues, theaters, parks
and neighborhood locations
throughout the city.
chicagoplays.com

New restaurant open at Philadelphia Museum of Art

Kittery Maine, Chichester,
Nashua, Dover & West Lebanon NH
For restaurant addresses, menus and
additional information visit

www.weathervaneseafoods.com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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Now open at the Philadelphia Museum of Art is Stir, the new restaurant
designed by architect Frank Gehry as part of the museum’s facilities master
plan. Stir is the only Gehry-designed restaurant offering fine dining to the
public on the East Coast. Stir offers the first visible note of Gehry’s distinctive architectural style in the museum’s public spaces — a signature touch
of the architect who is currently transforming much of the interior of the
museum’s 1928 building through the Core Project, scheduled to be completed in 2020. The restaurant’s centerpiece is a striking sculptural element,
shaped in Douglas fir and flowing in form, that extends across the ceiling
above the main dining room.
215-684-7863, philamuseum.org

spotlight

Extra Touch Tours
presents the big world

«

Rhonda Moss’ parents started Extra
Touch Tours 25 years ago in Sioux City,
Iowa. Eight years ago, Rhonda and her
husband Todd started helping them lead
tours on a part-time basis. In May 2017,
Todd retired from his 34-year architecture
career, so the couple could work in the tour
business full-time. Rhonda was previously a
home-based travel agent, so it was a natural
transition for her. Rhonda’s parents recently
retired. Managing editor David Hoekman
talked with Rhonda and Todd about the
company.

a relationship
“ We’re
business. We don’t
send you on vacation,
we take you.

”

Q: What sets Extra Touch
Tours apart?
A: We’re a relationship business. We don’t

What’s the

send you on vacation, we take you. We
escort trips whether it’s a group of eight or
80. We love the friendships we’ve built, and
people appreciate you being there to help
with every detail.

Q: What’s the biggest
challenge the company is
facing and how are you
addressing that challenge?
A: Staying small. There are only two of us
and we go on every trip. We don’t want to
build a big business, we just want to see the
world with great people. I think that philosophy is very popular with our travelers and we
must resist the pressure to do more, take on
employees, etc.

Q: What is your best tip for
fellow tour professionals?
A: Many of our group travelers are in the age
range of 50 to 75 — people that have the
time and resources to travel. Don’t underestimate their ability to use social media, it’s
been hugely successful in marketing for us.
Also, don’t underestimate their willingness
and ability to pay for a trip you might find
costly. Don’t judge their budget by yours. n
Extra Touch Tours
712-276-1564
extratouchtours.com

next
big
thing
for

Extra Touch
Tours?

“

Trips like Alaska, Panama
Canal, and a Rhine River cruise
fill up every year. We also need
to find some newer, more
exotic destinations for our frequent travelers who have been
everywhere. Domestic coach
trips were always part of the
business, but with the retirement of Rhonda’s parents and
only two of us in the business,
we’ll be planning far fewer of
those planning time-intensive
trips. Croatia, Israel, Jordan,
Russia, Machu Picchu and Sicily are all on the shortlist as we
plan our 2020 trips.

”

Rhonda and Todd Moss

GroupTour.com
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news & notes
Used with permission;
Downtown Indy, Inc.

Shining a light on Indianapolis

The Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment has awarded Downtown Indy, Inc.
and the Indiana War Memorials Foundation nearly $8 million to activate the
Soldiers & Sailors Monument by installing enhanced lighting and projection
capabilities, a state-of-the-art sound system and flexible staging. Programming will include seasonally themed experiences, light shows synchronized
with Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra performances and a signature salute
to honor Indiana history.
downtownindy.org

Newport Mansions
surpass 1 million tours

For the third consecutive
year, The Preservation Society of Newport County in
Rhode Island has delivered
over 1 million tours, attracting visitors from more
than 100 countries and all
50 states to the Newport
Mansions in 2018. The
Newport Mansions are one
of only four museums in
New England that regularly
reach 1 million admissions.
The other three are in
downtown Boston.
newportmansions.org

Sculptures return
to Troy

Forty-five acres, 39 buildings, 22 gardens,
over 100,000 items in the collection.
A steamboat, carousel, locomotive,
special exhibitions, paintings by
Impressionist masters and American
artists like Wyeth, Homer, and more.

Twenty-one life-size and lifelike
sculptures by Seward Johnson will
be on view in the downtown of Troy,
Ohio, from June 13 to Sept. 13.
Additional public art displays and
interactive workshops and activities complement the exhibit. Since
2003, Troy Main Street and its partners have championed art exhibits.
937-339-1044,
visitmiamicounty.org

6000 Shelburne Rd. | Shelburne, VT 05482

shelburnemuseum.org

Relish, Too? by Seward Johnson
©2013 The Seward Johnson Atelier, Inc.

Hamilton exhibition
set for Chicago

an

AMAZING ADVENTURE to the top

of NEW ENGLAND’S HIGHEST PEAK!
3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly biodiesel or steam trains
World’s 1st & only mtn-climbing cog RR east of Rockies!
• Free admission to the new Cog Railway Museum!
•
•

BASE STATION RD, MARSHFIELD STATION, NH
thecog.com 603-278-5404 OPEN MAY-NOV
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“Hamilton: The Exhibition” is set
to open April 6 at Northerly Island
in Chicago. Building on the hugely
successful musical Hamilton, the
interactive, one-of-a-kind exhibition
will provide a historical journey
into the creation of the United
States through the lens of one of
its Founding Fathers.
312-977-1710, bicgroups.com

PORT CITY:

Camden-Rockland
Shore excursions in Camden/Rockland, Maine, provide cruisers with a good sample of the richness of midcoast Maine. To experience the region in all its fullness,
groups should return for a tour.
Tom Peaco, executive director of the Penobscot Bay
Regional Chamber of Commerce, gave managing editor
David Hoekman the area’s highlights.
Tom Peaco

Q: What makes Camden/Rockland an appealing port city?
A: The Camden-Rockland region offers the quintessential Maine coast experience, featuring

Center for Maine Contemporary Art

breathtaking vistas, fabulous food and spirits, accessible islands and lighthouses, numerous
ways to get out on the water, dozens of destination events and a vibrant art scene.

Q: What attractions do you recommend cruisers visit?
A: In addition to the natural beauty of the Maine coast (and of course, the freshest lobster in

the world in a variety of local restaurants!), the Camden-Rockland region features a number of
outstanding museums, led by the renowned Farnsworth Art Museum. The Farnsworth offers a
nationally-recognized collection of many of America’s greatest artists, most notably a vast collection of works from the Wyeth family. The nearby Center for Maine Contemporary Art, as well as
numerous galleries throughout the area make this the Art Capital of Maine.
The area is also home to the phenomenal collection of antique autos, airplanes, and motorcycles at the Owls Head Transportation Museum, the Maine Lighthouse Museum and several
others. Our shops and restaurants in Camden, Rockland and other local villages offer unique
items, experiences and dining opportunities not found elsewhere.
Plenty of recreational activities abound year-round as well, from hiking, biking, golf and sailing, to winter pastimes like skiing and snowboarding — the Camden Snow Bowl is the only ski
area on the East Coast where you can see the Atlantic Ocean from the slopes!

Q: What advice do you have for first-time cruisers
Returning For a Visit after their cruise?
A: Those visiting the area for a night (or several) will find that the Camden-Rockland Region

is the perfect hub for your Maine coast vacation. In addition to the many reasons to visit our
local area, the Camden-Rockland Region is literally at the center of the Maine coast, so you
can unpack once and take easy day trips up and down the Maine coast to popular destinations such as Bar Harbor and Acadia National Park, Portland, Freeport (home to L.L. Bean), the
Boothbay region and many other beautiful Maine spots.
For more information, visit our website at camdenrockland.com, where those interested can
also order a copy of our 160-page Jewel of the Maine Coast guide, or view it online. n

Amazing Maine Photography/Carol Latta

NORTHEAST U.S. & ATLANTIC
CANADA - FALL FOLIAGE
DISCOVERY

MS Roald Amundsen; Sept. 13–20, 2020
Day One: Depart from Halifax, Nova Scotia
Day Two: Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
Day Three: Eastport, Maine
Day Four: Bar Harbor, Maine
Day Five: Rockland, Maine
Day Six: Provincetown, Massachusetts
Day Seven: Newport, Rhode Island
Day Eight: New York City
Hurtigruten
888-536-5470
hurtigruten.com

Penobscot Bay Regional Chamber of Commerce
207-596-0376
camdenrockland.com
Hurtigruten

GroupTour.com

11

news & notes
Harley-Davidson Museum
marks movie anniversary

2019 is the 50th anniversary
of the movie Easy Rider and the
world’s only Harley-Davidson Museum, located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has big plans to celebrate
it. The movie stars Peter Fonda
and Dennis Hopper, who play two
counterculture bikers riding their
Harley-Davidson choppers from
Los Angeles to New Orleans.
877-436-8738, hdmuseum.com

Robie House
interior restored

Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Robie House, a masterpiece of modern architecture in Chicago, reemerges fully restored this
spring. The Frank Lloyd
Wright Trust’s historic $3
million interior restoration
reveals Wright’s original
1910 vision.
312-994-4041, flw.org

Holocaust & Humanity Center
moves to Cincinnati Union Terminal

In January the Nancy & David Wolf
Holocaust & Humanity Center moved to
its new location in Cincinnati’s historic
Union Terminal. The center’s new location
features a 7,500-square-foot museum,
which chronicles the rise of Nazism and
the dismantling of democracy, recounts
the stories of survivors who rebuilt their
lives in Cincinnati and uses the lessons of
the Holocaust to inspire action today.
holocaustandhumanity.org

Madison CVB changes
name, unveils experiences

Destination Madison

Bitters Boot Camp, The Bubble Up Bar, Madison, Wis.

A new way to visit Parliament

At the end of January, the Parliament of Canada’s
Centre Block in Ottawa, Ontario, closed to the public
as the building undergoes a decade-long rehabilitation. Tours are offered at two new sites: West Block
— the interim home of the House of Commons — and
the Senate of Canada Building — the interim home
of the Senate — on the days that the Parliament is
not sitting. A new online booking system is available
that groups can use to reserve tickets online for new
guided tours of the Senate at the Senate of Canada
Building and the House of Commons at West Block.
613-996-0896, rts.parl.ca/en-CA
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The Greater Madison
Convention & Visitors Bureau
in Wisconsin now uses the
name Destination Madison.
Also new for 2019 is the Essential Madison Experiences
program. Developed between
Destination Madison and
local businesses and attraction partners, the more than
a dozen experiences take
groups behind the scenes
to showcase the best the
greater Madison area has to
offer, from cocktail secrets to
mustard mysteries.
608-255-2537,
experiencemsn.com

Winterthur opens major
costume exhibition

From the dazzling gold of Queen Elizabeth’s
coronation robe to the simple sophistication of
Princess Margaret’s wedding dress, “Costuming
THE CROWN” at Winterthur Museum, Garden &
Library in Winterthur, Delaware, will feature 40
iconic costumes from the Emmy and Golden
Globe award-winning drama The Crown. The
exhibition runs from March 30 through Jan. 5,
2020. The Netflix Original series is a dramatized
history of Queen Elizabeth II’s early reign.
800-448-3883, winterthur.org

news & notes
Ontario Science Centre
marks anniversary

Ontario Science Centre is celebrating its 50-year milestone with a slew
of new exhibits, including “Inventorium 2.0” and IMAX’s Great Bear
Rainforest and Superpower Dogs.
ontariosciencecentre.ca

Monument, memorial to open

The Washington Monument in Washington, D.C., is expected to reopen in
March with a new elevator system and visitor experience as part of a $10.8
million project.
Designed by architect Frank Gehry, the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial is
scheduled to open in June in a 4-acre urban park at the base of Capitol Hill.
202-789-7000, washington.org

Statue of Liberty
Museum set to open

A new Statue of Liberty Museum
on Liberty Island in New York is
expected to open to the public in
May. The statue’s 3,600-pound
original torch will be centerpiece of
the museum, which will celebrate
the statue’s history, influence and
legacy in the world.
libertyellisfoundation.org

Bouguereau exhibition
on view at Milwaukee
Art Museum

The work of French academic
painter William-Adolphe Bouguereau (1825–1905), who
enjoyed remarkable popularity
throughout America’s Gilded Age,
is the focus of a new exhibition
co-organized by the Milwaukee Art
Museum and the Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art. The exhibition will
be on display in Milwaukee through
May 12 and be shown in Memphis
from June 22 to Sept. 22, 2019. It
will close at the San Diego Museum
of Art, Nov. 9 to March 15, 2020.
mam.org

GroupTour.com
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a t t r a c t i o n s
By Jackie Sheckler Finch

Insider tip
While visiting Grand
Central Terminal and “the
city that never sleeps,”
native Manhattanite
Myron Baer suggests
group tours take time
to see Ellis Island, the
Statue of Liberty and
Times Square. “You
haven’t seen New York
until you see Times
Square lit up at night.”

Tap into grand buildings’ beauty and stories

From grand seats of government
and elaborate transportation edifices
to unusual homes where famous
people lived and little children played,
travelers enjoy journeying to admire
America’s diverse architecture.

14
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“Many buildings are not only
beautiful, they also tell stories,” said
Myron Baer, managing director of
Orpheo, parent company of Grand
Central Terminal Tours. “That’s often
what people want to know. It’s like

walking through a piece of living
history.”
Stunning architectural wonders can
be found in many places around the
globe but here are four to consider for
a group tour visit.

Grand
Central
Te r m i n a l
N ew Yor k C i t y
Opened in 1913, the
beaux-arts landmark was
slated for the wrecking ball
in 1978.
“It was saved from
destruction due to the efforts
of Jacqueline Kennedy,”
Baer said. “It’s an absolutely
magnificent building with
lots of stories to tell from
peacetime to wartime and
much more.”
Today the station is a
retail and dining destination
as well as home of the MTA
Metro-North Railroad and a
subway station. Docent-led
tours or self-guided audio
tours focus not only on the
architectural highlights of the
terminal but also provide real
stories about the history and
little-known secrets.
“What surprises most
visitors is the immense
size of the terminal and the
attention to the smallest
design details,” Baer said.
Look for the oak leaves
and acorn architectural
details adorning the
terminal. They are symbols
of the Vanderbilt family who
financed construction of the
building. Cornelius Vanderbilt
chose them as well as the
family motto: “Great oaks
from tiny acorns grow.”
Stop to admire the crown
jewel of Grand Central, the
information booth clock.
Valued at $20 million, the
clock is set by the atomic
clock and is accurate to
within 1 second every 20
billion years.

Grand Central Terminal
212-464-8255
grandcentral
terminal.com/tours

Insider tip
While touring the
Capitol, Casey suggests
adding the U.S. Botanic
Garden and Library
of Congress to a
visit. “They are both
great ways to further
explore the U.S. Capitol
Complex,” he said.

U.S. Capitol
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C.
The U.S. Capitol is not only filled with history,
it is where history is being made. Located
at the eastern end of the National Mall, the
Capitol is home to the United States Congress.
It is considered the nation’s most symbolically
important building.
“We have seen a steady increase in visitors
for the past 10 years,” said Tom Casey, director of
marketing and communications. “Every group has
their own reasons for coming, but the U.S. Capitol
is a unique place that combines art, architecture,
history and civic education. As the home of the
U.S. Congress, history is made here almost every
day.”
Dr. William Thornton, a physician and amateur
architect, was chosen as building architect. On
Sept. 18, 1793, George Washington laid the U.S.

Capitol cornerstone to mark the construction. The
landmark building opened Nov. 17, 1800.
Admission and tours are free. A brief
orientation film, Out of Many, One, describes how
Americans came together as a nation to govern
ourselves. Exhibition Hall features original and
rarely seen documents, plus videos and artifacts.
Group tours go inside the Capitol dome
designed by Philadelphia architect Thomas U.
Walter to see the ceiling painting. Called “The
Apotheosis of Washington” in honor of George
Washington, the fresco was painted over 11
months by Italian artist Constantino Brumidi.

U.S. Capitol
202-226-8000
visitthecapitol.gov

GroupTour.com
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Frank Lloyd
Wright’s
Fallingwater
Mi l l Run, Pennsylvania

Insider tip
“When you become
a ‘Friend of Fallingwater,’
you also receive a
reciprocal membership at
more than 30 other Frank
Lloyd Wright sites around
the country,” Wishon said.

Built over a waterfall,
Fallingwater is the only major
Frank Lloyd Wright work to
come into the public domain
with its original furnishings
and artwork intact. Travel +
Leisure magazine said that
Fallingwater is “one of the 12
landmarks that will change
the way you see the world.”
“In designing Fallingwater,
Frank Lloyd Wright was
inspired by the dramatic
natural beauty of its
mountain location. However,
because of its rural location
approximately 90 minutes
from Pittsburgh, making the
trek to visit can sometimes
be challenging,” said Kristen
Wishon, communications
specialist for the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy.
“Traveling with a group can
add convenience to the
journey, as well as the added
benefit of a group discount.”
Designed in 1935 by
Wright, Fallingwater was
built as a private residence
and weekend home for
the family of Pittsburgh
department store owner,
Edgar J. Kaufmann Sr. In
1963, the Kaufmann family
donated Fallingwater and the
surrounding 1,500 acres of
natural land to the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy.
Fallingwater also has a visitor
center, café, store and art
exhibit.
While in the area, Wishon
recommends that groups visit
other nearby Wright-designed
homes — Kentucky Knob and
Polymath Park.

Fallingwater
724-329-8501
fallingwater.org
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Miller House
C olumb u s, In di an a
Children once had pillow fights in the
Miller House’s famed “conversation pit”
and roller-skated on the expensive terrazzo
terrace circling the house. This was a home
where a family with five children lived.
“You definitely get a sense of the
family from the many personal touches,”
said Shelley Selim, associate curator of
design and decorative arts, who oversees
the Miller House. “Our guests really enjoy
hearing more about the incredible couple
that commissioned this project.”
Commissioned in 1953 by Cummins

Inc. official J. Irwin Miller and his wife Xenia
Simons Miller, the house was the home of
only one family. J. Irwin died in 2004 at the
age of 95. Xenia died in 2008 at age 90.
Both died in their beloved home.
Donated by the Miller family to the
Indianapolis Museum of Art, Miller House
is considered an icon of midcentury
modern architecture.
“It is a product of three of America’s
most celebrated designers — architect
Eero Saarinen, interior designer Alexander
Girad, and landscape architect Dan

Kiley — collaborating at the height of their
careers to make one harmonious, total
work of art,” Selim said.
Completed in 1957, the stone and
glass-walled house has a first-of-its-kind
“conversation pit” in the living room.
Recessed below floor level and accessed
by four steps, the pit allows beautiful views
to the outside through windowed walls.

Miller House
812-378-2622
columbus.in.us

Insider tip
Columbus is graced
with more than 70
buildings and pieces of
public art designed by
some of the world’s great
architects. Smithsonian
magazine called
Columbus a “veritable
museum of modern
architecture.”

Jackie Sheckler Finch
GroupTour.com
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Illinois
Decatur

From Abraham Lincoln sites to public art and downtown
shopping, Decatur offers all the components for memorable tours.
“Centrally located in the heart of Illinois, the City of Decatur
is a jewel of a community nestled alongside 32 miles of scenic
Lake Decatur shoreline,” said Teri Hammel, executive director
at the Decatur Area Convention & Visitors Bureau. “With a rich
history, vibrant downtown, fun attractions and diverse dining
options, there is truly something for everyone. The Decatur
Area Convention & Visitors Bureau invites you to visit our
beautiful area and stands ready to help you make the most of
your time here.”
The bureau shared these itinerary planning ideas and can
help tour operators put together an itinerary.
Decatur Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
217-423-7000
decaturcvb.com

TOUR

SEE

EXPLORE

Head to the Staley
Museum. The museum
preserves the history of the
A.E. Staley family, the Staley
Historic Home and the A.E.
Staley Manufacturing Co.,
a processor of corn and
soybeans. A little-known
fact is that Decatur was the
original home of the Chicago
Bears. Learn about the
company’s connection to the
pro football team.

Visit the 9/11 Memorial
at Lake Decatur. H-81, a
13½-foot I-beam from the
fallen World Trade Center,
has been incorporated into
the memorial on the shore
of Lake Decatur. Thanks to
contributions of members
of the Decatur community,
funds were raised to build the
memorial. The Decatur 9/11
Memorial was dedicated on
Sept. 11, 2017.

The Decatur Mural
Project was established in
2012 to create partnerships
with artists, property owners,
the city, local volunteers
and sponsors or funding
agencies to create murals for
the beautification of Decatur
buildings. The murals are
also intended to showcase
the creative abilities of local
artists. Numerous murals can
be seen in the Decatur area.

Staley Museum
217-422-1212
staleymuseum.com

9/11 Memorial
at Lake Decatur
facebook.com/
decatur911memorial

Decatur Mural Project
decaturarts.org/murals

Clockwise from top: Aloft Imagery, Decatur Area CVB, Jerry Johnson/Decatur Area Arts Council, Aloft Imagery, Decatur Area CVB
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SHOP

Downtown Decatur’s
Merchant Street is home to
locally owned shops and
restaurants. Stores on Main,
Prairie and Water streets
carry everything from apparel
and home décor to gourmet
novelties and toys. West Main
Village offers more specialty
shops for browsing. A free
trolley circles downtown
Decatur every 15 minutes.
Decatur Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
217-423-7000
decaturcvb.com

illinois

The Farnsworth House mixes
architecture and nature
Step into a 1950s time capsule and
experience an architectural masterpiece
at The Farnsworth House in Plano.
Built in 1951 as a weekend retreat
for Dr. Edith Farnsworth, a Chicago
research physician, The Farnsworth
House is one of 20th-century modern
architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s
most famous works.
The home’s natural setting is the cornerstone of the tour experience. Tucked
away in a floodplain forest along the
bank of the Fox River, its surplus of glass
walls gives the home an almost transparent appearance among thick tree trunks
and lush greenery surrounding the
property.
“The best part of the visit is being
inside the house and seeing nature all
around you — being ‘a part of and apart

from’ as the saying goes,” said Scott
Mehaffey, executive director of The
Farnsworth House. “The pastoral rural
location remains an important part of
the experience and a large portion of
the walking tour. In the spring, the mix
of daffodils and bluebells is stunning —
and fall color in this woodland setting is
equally as beautiful.”
The Farnsworth House’s architecture
represents Mies van der Rohe’s minimalist expression of structure and space.
Groups of 15 or more must book their
guided, 90-minute tour in advance to
secure their spot. Visitors can experience
The Farnsworth House year-round. n
The Farnsworth House
630-552-0052
farnsworthhouse.org

Jeff Goldberg

217.789.2360 x 5525

terry.truman@Springfield.il.us

GroupTour.com
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Indiana

Anderson/Madison County
Group tours encounter lots of fun in Anderson/Madison
County. Set in east-central Indiana, Anderson is located 35
miles northeast of Indianapolis, at exit 226 off Interstate 69.
“In Anderson and Madison County, we create a unique
blend of activities: music and theater, local cuisine, seasonal
adventures and shopping all rolled into a perfect group mystery
tour,” said Maureen Lambert, marketing/tourism director for the
Anderson/Madison County Visitors Bureau.
Be sure to see The World’s Largest Ball of Paint in
Alexandria. The attraction is now over 14 feet in circumference
and weighs over 2½ tons. Under all those layers of paint is a
baseball!
Check out Harrah’s Hoosier Park Racing & Casino in
Anderson for gaming, dining, racing and entertainment.
Anderson/Madison County Visitors Bureau
800-533-6569
visitandersonmadisoncounty.com

TASTE

TOUR

Stop at Good’s Candy
Shop in Anderson to watch
the staff make chocolates, ice
cream, popcorn and Randy
Good’s newest creation: root
beer. The Good family has
been making candy since
the 1940s. Good’s mission:
“To make the lives of our
friends, guests, associates
and business partners just
a little sweeter, one piece of
chocolate at a time.”

Visit The Paramount
Theatre Centre & Ballroom
in downtown Anderson
for a guided tour. The
John Eberson-designed
atmospheric theater was
almost demolished in 1989,
but citizens rallied to save
the 1929 landmark. It has
been restored to its original
splendor, featuring a magical
night sky complete with
hundreds of twinkling “stars.”

Good’s Candy Shop
765-642-7247
goodscandyshop.com

The Paramount Theatre
Centre & Ballroom
765-642-1234
theandersonparamount.org

Anderson/Madison County Visitors Bureau
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DISCOVER

Gaither Family
Resources is a full
experience that can include
a tour, dining and specialty
shopping. It’s located in
Alexandria, the hometown
of gospel music greats Bill
and Gloria Gaither. Browse
the vast selection of handchosen gift items, tour the
Gaither Recording Studios,
view Gaither memorabilia and
enjoy lunch or dinner at Pure
& Simple Restaurant.
Gaither Family Resources
765-724-8405
gaitherfamilyresources.com

SHOP

As group members
stroll Historic Downtown
Pendleton and visit all of
the unique locally owned
shops, look up and notice the
historic facades and building
architecture from over 100
years ago. Founded in the
1820s, Pendleton fuses
small-town charm and bold,
modern thinking.
Anderson/Madison County
Visitors Bureau
800-533-6569
visitandersonmadison
county.com

SPONSORED CONTENT

Fall Frolic Adventures await groups
Think autumn and enjoy vivid hues and the bounties of the harvest and hearty foods
on the Northern Indiana Fall Frolic Tour in Amish Country.
At Amish Acres autumn is a special time during their Fall Harvest Days. The grounds
are decorated with scarecrows and pumpkins and the fragrance of apple butter fills the
air. Tour this Amish farmstead listed on the National Register of Historic Places, then
head to the kitchen for a hands-on lesson to make shoofly pie. Afterwards dine in the
rustic Barn Restaurant on their famous Threshers Meal served family-style. A Broadway
musical production in the Round Barn Theatre is a delightful way to “round” out the
experience.
Day two promises a guided, autumn-themed culinary journey traveling scenic
byroads tinged with hues of orange, red and gold. Throughout the day groups gather
the ingredients for an apple or pumpkin treat, dip a caramel apple and participate in a
pie making demo. A tasty high-point is a traditional “Haystack” lunch served at an Amish
homestead. Tour the historic Bonneyville Mill in Bristol where huge millstones rumble into
action and the friendly miller tells all about the grinding of corn into meal. Continue to

Goshen and step on board a hay-wagon to tour Indiana’s largest apple orchard. Learn all
about apple varieties and how to grow them; then watch the process of producing sweet
apple cider. Of course, the ultimate treat is biting into a just-picked apple and sipping
freshly-pressed cider. Dinner is served family-style inside Indiana’s largest restaurant,
Das Dutchman Essenhaus in Middlebury. You’ll pass platters of piping-hot chicken and
heaping bowls of sides but save room for pie – they offer 30 varieties!
The final day of the tour offers the chance to meet the real housewives of Amish
Country, and see first-hand how these ladies do household chores without electrical
appliances and run their businesses without modern technology. At one Amish home
enjoy a cinnamon roll demo and tasting! Chat with a basket weaver at her thriving
business. Then visit an Amish school to meet an Amish school teacher and find out
how she manages her multi-grade classes in just one-room. You’ll also go home with a
renewed respect for women who live a simple life, yet they’re anything but simple.
800-262-8161
AmishCountryTours.org

Das Dutchman Essenhaus

Shipshewana Flea Market

Amish Acres

Enjoy traditional family recipes passed down through
generations in Indiana’s largest restaurant. Enjoy the
all-you-can-eat Buffet which includes 2 soups, salad bar,
3-4 entrees, numerous sides and cobblers/puddings
for dessert with beverages OR the served to the table,
all-you-can-eat family style Chicken dinner complete with
all the trimmings, slices of pie and beverages. Groups
delight in the intimate Heritage Hall offering enriching
theatre performances containing a message that’s in
keeping with Christian values. The Essenhaus Inn is
Amish Country’s most beautiful lodging facility and
located on the grounds.

The Shipshewana Flea Market is a do-not-miss Hoosier
tradition featuring 700+ booths in an open-air market that
covers over 40 acres. Vendors offer a variety of products
and truly have something for everyone - quirky novelties,
fresh seasonal produce and plants, crafts, baked goods,
and everything in between. Open rain or shine. There
are 4 food courts, a sit-down restaurant, and many food
vendors throughout the market. The antique auction
barn, open Wednesdays year-round, has up to 10 rings
simultaneously auctioning antiques and collectibles.
Guests can stay just across the street at the peaceful
Farmstead Inn & Conference Center. New is the annual
Shipshewana’s Lights of Joy holiday light experience!

Welcome to the heritage resort in Nappanee, home of
Indiana’s only professional repertory musical theatre,
guided house & farm tours, wagon ride, buggy rides, two
documentary films about the Amish, shopping in quaint
shops and delicious food prepared by the Amish bakery
and kitchen staff including the famous Threshers Dinner
in the Restaurant Barn. Groups love to get a restful night
sleep at The Inn at Amish Acres featuring breakfast
each morning. Overnight special group packages are
$99 per person include one nights lodging, guided tours,
Broadway theatre, and family style dinner. The annual
Arts & Crafts Festival each August features over 300
artists and craftsmen. New Year’s Eve specials include
fireworks and cabaret music!

MIDDLEBURY

240 Hwy 20 • Middlebury, IN 46540
800-455-9471
Essenhaus.com

SHIPSHEWANA

345 S. Van Buren Street • Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-768-4129
ShipshewanaTradingPlace.com

NAPPANEE

1600 W Market St • Nappanee, IN 46550
800-800-4942
AmishAcres.com
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Getaways

SAMARA displays
Wright’s innovations
Experience architect Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Usonian design firsthand at The
John and Catherine Christian House,
commonly known as SAMARA.
The home, located in West Lafayette,
is one of the most complete Wright
homes in the United States.
“This exceptional Usonian home is
one of Wright’s most fully realized projects in that he designed the house, landscape, and also designed or specified
all the furnishings, lighting, tableware,
linens — even the Christian’s stationery,”
said Linda Eales, associate curator.
The 2,200-square-foot home was
awarded National Historic Landmark
status in 2015.
In the early 1950s, Purdue University professor Dr. John Christian and
his wife Catherine dreamed of a home
that would serve their desire to entertain faculty, staff and students and be a
lasting structure that would grow with
their family. Research, perseverance
and a touch of luck led the Christians
to Wright, with whom they built their
dream home.
SAMARA, named for the winged
seeds found in pine cones, was completed in 1956 near the end of Wright’s
career. Wright died in 1959 at age 91.
At least 40 of Wright’s innovations
are on display at SAMARA, including
the carport, the great room and clere-

Alexander Vertikoff

story windows as a means of providing
light and fresh air.
“Wright believed that a home should
be a work of art, enhancing nature
where it is sited and enriching the
lives of its inhabitants,” Eales said. “In
SAMARA, Wright achieved this with
splendor. Coming late in his career,
SAMARA represents a high level of
refinement of Wright’s designs and
philosophical principles.”
SAMARA is open for tours by appointment from April through November. Public tours generally last up to two
hours and include stories of Wright,
the Christian family’s personal experiences working with him and how the
architect’s philosophies were applied at
SAMARA. Tours or speakers addressing
a particular topic can be arranged.
A restoration of the house is planned
this spring. n
SAMARA
765-409-5522
samara-house.org

Aurora and
Lawrenceburg
OHIO
Indianapolis

INDIANA

1

Cincinnati

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198
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Find fun in
Festival Country
Indiana
Staff members at Festival Country
Indiana, just south of Indianapolis,
help tour operators tailor happy group
experiences.
“Festival Country Indiana offers a
more festive destination for groups,”
said Ken Kosky, director of tourism.
“From the friendly proprietors, to the
plentiful entertainment, to the unique
dining and drinks, to the great groupfriendly attractions, it is a destination
that groups often count among their
favorite trips.”
Kosky said bureau staff members
work with group tour planners to
create an itinerary and make sure the
stops are ready to deliver a festive
experience to groups.
The staff also can join the group for
some, or all, of their visit to help the
group learn about the area. In addition, staff can work with hotels to
secure lodging for overnight groups.
And they can offer the little touches
to make the group’s visit special, like
giving them official Festival Country
Indiana postcards or arranging for surprises like custom-made cookies from
DJ’s Sweet Retreat in Franklin.
One of the most popular group
attractions is Mallow Run Winery
in Bargersville, where visitors learn
all about winemaking from growing
grapes to bottling and labeling, then
sample wines to find a new favorite.
At The Historic Artcraft Theatre in
Franklin, groups experience a classic movie in a restored single-screen
theater where the staff dresses up as
characters from the movie, serves Indiana popcorn and engages in interactive games.
In the late summer and fall, The
Apple Works in Trafalgar is the perfect place for apples, pumpkins and
tours.
Festival Country Indiana also is

home to notable antiques, and outlet
and mall shopping.
Discover unique dining options
like sitting under the retractable roof
shared by two businesses: Historic
Don & Dona’s Restaurant and Shale
Creek Brewing in Franklin.
Consider visiting Middle Davids
Artisan Candles in Franklin, the famous Not Just Popcorn in Edinburgh,

the renowned Taxman Brewing Company in Bargersville, and P&D Flower
Farm near Greenwood (a U-pick
flower farm). Groups can participate
in hands-on experiences, too, like goat
yoga at Tagalong Farms Boutique and
Goat Yoga in Franklin. n
Festival Country Indiana
festivalcountryindiana.com

GroupTour.com
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Hall of Heroes presents super history
Elkhart is home to theaters, gardens
and a two-story replica of the Justice
League’s Hall of Justice. This is the Hall
of Heroes Superhero Museum, the only
comic book and superhero museum in
the country.
With items spanning the 80-year
history of comic book superheroes, the
museum has it all. Superman? Check. Spiderman? Check. Wonder Woman? Check.
Also part of the museum are heroes
visitors may not be familiar with.
The museum originated out of Allen
Stewart’s personal collection.
“I have been a collector of [comic
books and superhero memorabilia
for] 40 years,” said Stewart, director of
the Hall of Heroes. “We’re like a time
machine — we preserve history, but also
take you back to your childhood.”
Certainly, with a collection of 65,000
comics that date to WWII, movie props,

action figures, costumes, original art and
even vehicles from movies, there is a
mix of nostalgia and contemporary pop
culture at the museum.
The Hall of Heroes is great for groups
of all ages. Stewart often tailors tours to
fit the group’s demographic or needs.
After the guided tour, groups are free
to explore the museum’s items, such as
a Captain America shield used by actor
Chris Evans, Ghost Rider’s Hell Cycle
from the 2007 movie, the Green Lantern
ring from the 2011 Ryan Reynolds movie
and a 1939 Superman wooden doll. “My
favorite piece is Adam West’s Batman
costume that he used for public appearances in the ’70s and ’80s,” Stewart said.
For visitors who appreciate heroes
but find arch nemeses are more intriguing, every October the museum is taken
over by villains.
From Sept. 7–8, 2019, superhero

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience!
Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality,
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Shelby Rice at shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

812-936-3418 • vflwb.com/groups •
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Hall of Heroes Superhero Museum

and comic book enthusiasts from all
over will flock to Elkhart for its annual
Comic Con.
Grassy motorcoach parking is available on-site. n
Hall of Heroes Superhero Museum
574-522-1187
hallofheroesmuseum.com

itinerary planner

Michigan
Greater Lansing

Greater Lansing is located in the heart of Michigan and
situated 90 minutes from 90 percent of the state’s population,
making it the ideal group destination.
Home to the majestic State Capitol Building, the Michigan
History Center and Michigan State University, Greater Lansing
offers many touring opportunities. Summer fun includes Cooley
Law School Stadium, home to the Lansing Lugnuts, a Class A
baseball team, and Lansing Ignite, a pro soccer team.
As the Grand River flows through the city, there’s a 17-mile
river trail to run, walk or bike and a river to kayak, canoe or
paddle on.
“There’s plenty to do,” said Lori Lanspeary, manager, social
media and leisure marketing at Greater Lansing Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “We invite you to ‘Love Lansing Like a Local.’”
Greater Lansing Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-648-6630
lansing.org

SHOP

Old Town Lansing
has become the hottest
shopping and dining
experience in town. Find a
concentration of boutiques
that offer everything from
designer dresses and
custom handbags to soaps
and kitchen accoutrements.
Browse upscale jewelry,
Michigan-made food
items, flavored popcorn
and galleries stocked with
delightful finds.
Old Town Lansing
Commercial Association
iloveoldtown.org

TOUR

VISIT

The Michigan State
Capitol is open Monday
through Saturday for public
tours. This stately building,
which opened on Jan. 1,
1879, is the premier example
of decorative painting in
the United States. Find over
9 acres of hand-painted
surfaces. See legislators at
work and sit in on sessions in
both the house and senate.

The Michigan History
Center complex houses the
Michigan History Museum,
the Library of Michigan and
the State Archives. Tour three
floors of Michigan’s history
and walk through an Upper
Peninsula copper mine and a
logging facility. Or sit in a oneroom schoolhouse. The library
and archives house a treasure
trove of genealogy data.

Michigan State Capitol
517-373-2353
capitol.michigan.gov

Michigan History Center
517-335-2573
michigan.gov/mhc

EXPLORE

Michigan State
University, the first U.S.
college established for the
scientific study of agriculture,
is now a leading research
university. View natural
history collections at the MSU
Museum, experience worldclass contemporary art at
the Eli & Edythe Broad Art
Museum, attend a Big Ten
sporting event or tour particle
accelerating facilities.
Michigan State University
517-884-0640
tour.msu.edu

Clockwise from top: Daniel Solc, Greater Lansing CVB (4)

GroupTour.com
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Meadow Brook Hall reveals Tudor Revival grandeur
Meadow Brook Hall, the preeminent example of Tudor Revival architecture in the United States, is located
45 minutes north of downtown Detroit
in Rochester.
Constructed between 1926 and
1929, Meadow
Brook Hall is the
GroupTours_Rpadna_4.75x2.25_Spring19_v3.pdf

1

historic home built by one of the automotive aristocracy’s most remarkable
women, Matilda Dodge Wilson, the
widow of auto pioneer John Dodge,
and her second husband, lumber broker Alfred Wilson.
Stories of the Wilsons, and of the
1/7/2019 4:27:57 PM

Visit the new Holtzman Wildlife Foundation
Red Panda Forest!
Contact Group Sales Manager
Jenise Collins at (248) 336-5841
or jcollins@dzs.org.
Make your group reservation today.
www.detroitzoo.org

Han

Open 362 days a year.

ut

Campus Martius Park is our city’s official
gathering place. Chill while enjoying live
music, eclectic food trucks, rotating retail popup markets and uniquely Detroit eats. This 2.5
acre park open year round proves it’s time to
put Detroit on your must-visit list. It’s GO time.

Photo courtesy of Bill Bowen

26

March 2019

art and architecture of the home, are
told on one-hour group tours, said
Shannon O’Berski, Meadow Brook
Hall’s marketing and communications
manager.
Groups can arrange for a lunch or
dinner at the home in conjunction
with a tour. Another option is dinner,
a home tour and a show at Meadow
Brook Theatre.
“One of our most popular tours
is the Meadow Brook Hall Holiday
Walk Tour,” O’Berski said. “The
home is decorated for the holidays.
It’s called ‘Landmark in Lights.’”
Matilda’s large and luxurious bedroom suite is a visitor favorite at the
National Historic Landmark. n
Meadow Brook Hall
248-364-6220
meadowbrookhall.org

GroupTour.com
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Beauty abounds
at Frederik Meijer
Gardens &
Sculpture Park
What’s a better blending than that of
art and nature? That’s what visitors expe-

rience at Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids.
“We’re a very unique organization that blends horticulture and
sculpture so there’s really something
for everyone — flower lovers and art
lovers or casual fans of either,” said
John VanderHaagen, public relations
manager at Meijer Gardens. “It’s going to be an interesting stop and not

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | BALK CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

1000 East Beltline Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Photo by Peter McDaniel.

MEIJERGARDENS.ORG | 1-888-957-1580
NEAREST TO I-96 AND EAST BELTLINE AVENUE

19-127_FMG&SP_ImageAd_GroupTour_NE_Ad_vs1.indd 1

experience
MuskegonMI

Find compatible lodging options and targeted custom itineraries.
Call Bernadette at 1-800-250-9283 | visitmuskegon.org
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William J. Hebert

something really available anywhere else
around here.”
The gardens and sculpture park
house more than 200 works in the
permanent collection located outdoors
and in indoor galleries. Works of established and emerging sculptors from
the modern tradition to the present are
represented in the collections.
The 158-acre attraction offers docentled guided and self-guided tours, as well
as tram tours in the warmer months.
Groups of 10 or more can arrange for
guided tours lasting about 45 minutes,
VanderHaagen said.
“The tours touch on the horticulture
and on the art, as well as a little bit of
history of Frederik Meijer Gardens &
Sculpture Park,” he said.
Horticultural displays showcase an
array of plants from the Midwest, as
well as specialized plants from regions
around the world.
Specialized gardens include the
Kenneth E. Nelson Carnivorous Plant
House, Gwen Frostic Woodland Shade
Garden, Earl and Donnalee Holton Arid
Garden, Grace Jarecki Seasonal Display
Greenhouse, Earl and Donnalee Holton
Victorian Garden Parlor, and the Richard and Helen DeVos Japanese Garden.
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park has a cafe, a gift shop and designated picnic sites on the property.
Abundant, complimentary motorcoach parking is available, and there’s a
convenient drop-off location on-site. n
Frederik Meijer Gardens
& Sculpture Park
877-975-3171
meijergardens.org

michigan

Alden B. Dow Home & Studio engages imagination
Not often do visitors get a chance
to tour a house named one of “the top
25 best historic homes in America” by
Traditional Home. But that’s exactly
what happens at Alden B. Dow Home &
Studio in Midland. The house is made
of recycled products compressed into a
patented unit block system.
“There are only 13 other homes in the
world made of this unit block system, and
nine of them are in Midland,” said Lisa
Quinn, marketing/public relations director. “Architects and designers come from
all over the world to see these houses
because they are so unique.”
Visitors are fascinated to learn that 70
percent of Dow’s home is encompassed
in a pond, often frozen over in winter.
“Mr. Dow had a very playful sense of
humor,” Quinn said. “Visitors are going
to see bright pops of primary colors
throughout the whole structure and large

Courtesy of Alden B. Dow Archives

windows reaching out toward nature.”
Alden Dow, son of Henry Dow,
founder of Dow Chemical Company,
was a leading 20th-century architect.
He studied architecture at Columbia
University, designing more than 600
structures with more than 300 followed
to completion.
Dow was Michigan’s sole architect

laureate. He also was one Frank Lloyd
Wright’s first fellows studying at Wright’s
studio and home, Taliesin, in Wisconsin.
“People will see a very strong
Wrightian influence as they go through
the structure,” Quinn said.
The Home & Studio welcomes motorcoach tour groups February through
December. Tours are given Monday
through Saturday, which last 1½ hours.
“People get full-rounded descriptions
of the architectural styles and a bit of
Mr. Dow’s philosophy behind his design
principles,” Quinn added. “You get a great
comprehensive look not only at the history
of the structure, but the family who lived
in it and how that integrates into the whole
town of Midland.” n
Alden B. Dow Home & Studio
989-839-2744
abdow.org

{ TAKE IT EASY }
On your tour, unwind at one of our hotels
along Lake Michigan. Watch the sun’s dramatic
farewell for free. And easily fill your stay
making footprints in the sand, shopping
in quaint towns, tasting our craft wines
and beers, and much more.

SM90111 Group Tour NE/MW-Mar2019.indd 1

1/8/19 4:09 PM
GroupTour.com
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Eat and explore in quintessent ia
By David Hoekman

A

vibrant downtown, a strong
food culture and a major research
university help define Ann Arbor.
Home of the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor is about 50
miles west of Detroit.
“Group tour attendees love the
Ann Arbor area,” said Mary Kerr,
president and CEO of Destination
Ann Arbor. “Wolverine fans, Ann
Arbor Art Fair enthusiasts, antiquing aficionados and others find
lots to love when traveling to Ann
Arbor, and we have a dedicated staff
member who is ready to help with
all the arrangements for groups
wishing to visit.”

Main Street, downtown Ann Arbor

Foodie favorites

Ann Arbor is one of the centers of
food culture in the Midwest. The local
food economy is discussed with passion,
and local farmers’ products are featured
prominently on menus.
The Ann Arbor Farmers Market, located in the Kerrytown neighborhood, is
on Saturdays year-round. A guided tour
can be arranged for a group and most
large groups visit the Wednesday market, as it is less crowded than Saturday.
The Zingerman’s community of businesses, including the Roadhouse; the
Deli; the Bakehouse; the Creamery; and
Miss Kim, a Korean restaurant, is anFrom top: iStock, Destination Ann Arbor
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other important component
of Ann Arbor’s food scene.
What started with a deli in
1982 has expanded into a
dozen businesses employing
over 700 people.
Michigan Stadium
Those businesses are super
picky about ingredients. For
food focuses on traditional and full
example, Zingerman’s Candy
flavored. When you do that, good things
Manufactory uses muscovado brown
tend to happen.”
sugar from Mauritius because it has a
Tour planners can set up tasting
rich and varied flavor and is minimally
dinners at dessous, Standard Bistro &
processed.
Larder, Bigalora Wood Fired Cucina,
“The old foods were generally proGratzi, Adventure, Mani Osteria & Bar,
duced more sustainably and have more
Detroit Filing Station, Slurping Turtle
flavor,” said Ari Weinzweig, Zingerman’s
and Ypsi Alehouse.
co-owner and founding partner. “Our

Hail to the
victors

nt ial college town
More to see

Since former U.S. president Gerald
Ford was a U-M graduate, he decided
his presidential library would be built
in Ann Arbor. All other presidential
libraries include an on-site presidential
museum, but Ford’s museum is located
in Grand Rapids, 130 miles west of Ann
Arbor.
The library’s permanent exhibit of
over 100 seldom-seen documents and
photos, plus a biographical film, tells
the story of Ford and his wife Betty.
Special programs can be arranged to
show groups how researchers use more
than 20 million pages of documents and
other materials.

University of Michigan landmarks include the Kelsey
Museum of Archaeology and the U-M Museum of Art. The
archaeology museum displays artifacts and works of art
from ancient Egypt, Rome, Greece and the Near East. At the
art museum, docents lead tours based on the collections or a
special topic of interest. A self-guided tour is another option.
Michigan Stadium, aka the Big House, welcomes 107,601
fans for football games on Saturday afternoons each fall.
Guided tours are available for a fee.
Nichols Arboretum is known for its Peony Garden, while
the distinctive conservatory at Matthaei Botanical Gardens
was designed by Alden B. Dow.

Yankee Air Museum in Belleville is
located near the only remaining portion
of the Albert Khan-designed Willow
Run Bomber Plant. When the plant was
in full production during World War II,
a B-24 bomber was rolling off the halfmile assembly line every 55 minutes.
“That rate of production was one of
the reasons the U.S. won the war,” said
Kevin Walsh, executive director.
Flights can be booked in a restored
WWII bomber. n
Destination Ann Arbor
734-995-7281
destinationannarbor.org
Slurping Turtle

Zingerman’s Deli

Peony Garden,
Nichols Arboretum

Clockwise from top: Destination Ann Arbor, GTM/David Hoekman, Destination Ann Arbor
GroupTour.com
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Upper Peninsula
celebrates
Michigan’s
state parks
This year marks the centennial anniversary of Michigan’s State Park system,
now more than 100 parks strong.
Fred Huffman from the Upper Peninsula Travel and Recreation Association
serves as the group tour coordinator for
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (U.P.). He
said the association is proud to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the state park
system and is particularly proud of the
state parks in the U.P.
“Throughout the years, we’ve worked
closely with our state parks to promote
the U.P. as a premier destination, and
I want to thank them for 100 years of
great service and dedication,” Huffman
said. “Many of our finest attractions in
the U.P. can be found in the state parks
that dot the peninsula from end to end.
“These include natural attractions

The Big Springs of Michigan,
Palms Book State Park,
Manistique
Michigan Department of Natural Resources

like the Lake of the Clouds Scenic Overlook in the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park and the Tahquamenon Falls in the Tahquamenon Falls
State Park,” he said.

The Lake of the Clouds Scenic
Overlook is one of the most popular
group-tour attractions in the western
Upper Peninsula. The overlook is easily
accessible from a paved skyline drive

Fayette Historic Townsite
Fayette State Park

#MISTATEPARKS100
UPtravel.com | 800-562-7134 | Contact Fred Huffman | groups@uptravel.com
32

UP90114 Group Tour NE/MW-March 2019.indd 1
March 2019

1/28/19 9:02 AM

michigan

in Fayette Historic State Park on the
Garden Peninsula.
Bond Falls is one of the largest and
most-visited of the 300-plus waterfalls
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The
cascading waterfalls are located on the
middle branch of the Ontonagon River
near Paulding and are readily accessible
from a circular boardwalk at the base of

that winds its way up to the top and an
ADA-accessible trail to the escarpment
overlooking the Lake of the Clouds and
surrounding countryside.
Other popular U.P. attractions
include the Big Springs of Michigan —
also known as Kitch-iti-Kipi — in the
Palms Book State Park, and historic
Fayette, a restored iron smelting village

the falls. Bond Falls is managed by the
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State
Park, which is the largest of the state
parks. n
Upper Peninsula Travel
and Recreation Association
800-562-7134
uptravel.com

holland
MICHIGAN

FOR EVERY SEASON

F R EE Gro u p To u r P l a n n e r

|

855.342.7627

|

www. h o l l a n d. o r g

FOR EVENT DETAILS, GROUP DISCOUNTS &
ITINERARY PLANNING VISIT OR CALL

www.tuliptime.com | 800-822-2770

GroupTour.com
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Grand Hotel
embodies
elegance
Grand Hotel on picturesque Mackinac Island is more than a fine lodging
destination — it’s an experience unto
itself.
“It’s a bubble that’s lost in time,” said
Julia Lucky Ottenwess, director of group
sales.
A stay at this unique hotel is a step
back to a day when life was elegant and
the affluent vacationed there, often for
the entire summer. It was a time of carriage rides, afternoon tea and dressing
for dinner and after-dinner dancing.
All that and more are experienced
with a stay at the historic property.
The massive historic wood frame
hotel has been welcoming guests since
1887. Its immense porch, billed as the
longest in the world, and inviting rocking chairs offer sweeping views of the
Straits of Mackinac and the Mackinac
Bridge.
The dining room seats 700, but
groups are not required to sit together.
Guests order from a menu that includes
vegetarian and gluten-free choices, and
may order up to five courses.
“We allow them to vacation within
a tour by not requiring them to all dine
together at the same time consuming the
same food,” Ottenwess said. “We want
them to experience on their own a vacation the way the affluent did years ago.”

A dress code requires men to wear a
suit or sports coat with necktie to dinner.
Groups receive special rates and
can choose a stay with a full breakfast
and dinner daily, or a stay with a full
breakfast, Grand Luncheon Buffet and
dinner daily.
For those not staying at the hotel,
group rates are available for the Grand
Luncheon Buffet. The tour manager
receives a complimentary meal with 30
paid adults.
Luncheon guests can visit the hotel’s
public areas, sit on the front porch, visit
the gardens and the Grand Hotel stables.
Another option is the self-guided
tour. For a nominal fee, visitors receive
a map of the hotel’s public areas and
grounds, and can sit in a rocker on the

A grand group destination

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy
a full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary
Grand Luncheon Buffet, a multi-year winner of the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence.
Call Julia Luckey at 906-847-3331 or grouptours@grandhotel.com
1-800-33GRA ND • gr a ndhotel.com
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Grand Hotel

hotel’s famous front porch.
Motorized vehicles are not allowed
on Mackinac Island, and the island is accessible by ferry. The hotel is open from
the first weekend in May through the
end of October. n
Grand Hotel
906-847-3331
grandhotel.com

michigan

S.S. Badger provides more than transportation
Even folks who aren’t driving vehicles
are walking onboard the S.S. Badger Lake
Michigan Car Ferry just to enjoy the ride.
Located in Ludington, the Badger carries
passengers and vehicles from Ludington
to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and vice versa.
Courtesy of S.S. Badger Lake Michigan Car Ferry
The relaxing four-hour, 60-mile cruise
takes passengers, autos, RVs, motorfree games, an area with some maritime
coaches, motorcycles, bicycles, and comartifacts, movie lounge, game room and
mercial trucks across Lake Michigan. But
kids’ playroom. Private staterooms are
the Badger is much more than just a way
available for rent and there is seating
to get from point A to point B.
throughout both interior and exterior.
“The S.S. Badger is a moving destina“Because of all these features, the Badtion,” said John Merchant, S.S. Badger
ger serves as transportation and destinacommercial sales spokesman. “What
tion,” Merchant said. “Just another one of
that means is, while it does serve the
several unique features that make her one
purpose of simple transport across Lake
of a kind.”
Michigan, her size allows passengers the
For passengers who just want to
freedom of movement throughout the
cruise, the S.S. Badger offers discounted
public areas of the vessel.”
“mini-cruise” rates that allow passengers
Contained within those areas are
to ride across Lake Michigan without a
LVH-GLGT-Dec2018.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp
10/8/18
6:07 AM
Page48
1 hours.
two
eateries, cocktail service, free bingo,
vehicle
and return
within

May 5 ~ May 22
September 29 ~ October 24

June 9 ~ August 29

“This means one can simply ride
over and back and enjoy a day on Lake
Michigan with views few others ever get
to experience while enjoying all of our
onboard amenities,” Merchant said. “Or
spend an evening in one of our two great
port cities of Ludington or Manitowoc
and return home the next day.”
The S.S. Badger also offers group rates
and welcomes being added to a group
travel itinerary.
“Not only will the Badger be sailing
between the two port cities, but she is
providing entertainment, relaxation and
a completely unique experience to group
travelers,” Merchant said. “Truly she
is ‘point A to point B’ with so much in
between.” n
S.S. Badger Lake Michigan Car Ferry
800-841-4243
ssbadger.com

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

September 3 ~26

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.
Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, two restaurants and lounges, a wine cellar, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure
every detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.
2019 rates start from just $67.50* per person including our delicious continental breakfast. Call toll free
today to schedule your stay!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

Packaging available!
* Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of

10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations and continental breakfast. Rates not available on
Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 14-16) rates from $115.00 double occupancy.
Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary luggage handling to/from hotel with
purchase of our optional tour packages. Taxes, Fees, and Service Charges additional. Rates subject to change.

ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

We Love Groups!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street
Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

GroupTour.com
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Minnesota
Rochester

Home to the world-renowned Mayo Clinic, Rochester is
distinguished by its culture of caring and warm hospitality.
“Minnesota’s Rochester is consistently ranked as one of
the best places to live in the country, and our city is also a
welcoming, scenic destination for visitors,” said Mary Gastner,
interim executive director of Experience Rochester MN. “We’ve
experienced a culinary renaissance that’s transformed our city
into a regional dining destination in recent years, our vibrant
downtown offers a thriving nightlife scene, and our tranquil
beauty sets Rochester apart. Also, our festivals and events are
second-to-none. Visitors and residents love our weekly summer
market and music festival — called Thursdays on First & 3rd —
and they come in droves to our annual ice bar festival, called
SocialICE.”
Experience Rochester MN
507-288-4331
experiencerochestermn.com

DO

Rochester Trolley &
Tour Company offers a
wide range of guided tours
in and around the area.
Among its signature group
tours are Rochester City &
Mayo Historical Trolley Tour,
Old Order Amish Country
Tour, Scenic Mississippi River
Valley Tour and Great River
Road “Middle” Wine Trail
Trolley Tour.
Rochester Trolley
& Tour Company
507-421-0573
rochestermntours.com

ab-photography.us
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DISCOVER

ENJOY

Head to Mayowood
Mansion, built in 1911 by
Dr. Charles H. Mayo, and
home to three generations
of the famous family. See
an extensive decorative
arts collection, gardens and
antique furnishings from
French, Spanish, German and
American cultures. Regular
tours are offered from midApril through October, with
a seasonal Christmas tour in
November and December.

Head to Silver Lake
Park for biking, observing
the giant Canada geese
and strolling around Silver
Lake, a freshwater reservoir
located at the South Fork of
the Zumbro River. Bikes and
tandem bikes, including a
recumbent tandem trike, are
available to rent at Silver
Lake Boat & Bike Rentals.
Canoes, electric paddleboats
and kayaks also are available
for rent.

Mayowood Mansion
507-282-9447
olmstedhistory.com

Silver Boat & Bike Rentals
507-261-9049
silverlakefun.com

SHOP

Downtown Rochester
offers dozens of one-of-a-kind
independent shops. Check
out the Shops at University
Square and Grand Shops. It
never dips below 68 degrees
in Rochester, thanks to its
climate-controlled skyway
and underground walkways,
otherwise known as subways.
Remember, there’s no sales
tax on clothing in Minnesota.
Experience Rochester MN
507-288-4331
experiencerochestermn.com

minnesota

Experience Christmas
and craftsmanship
at Glensheen Mansion
Nestled on the edge of Lake Superior
in Duluth, Glensheen Mansion offers
visitors a glimpse into elegance, craftsmanship and local history.
Built in 1908, the 27,000-square-foot
home was the masterpiece of Chester
and Clara Congdon, an influential family
known for its legacy of iron mining and
public land protection throughout the
region. The 36-room mansion is now the
most visited historic home in Minnesota.
Groups touring the grounds will
experience The Classic Tour, which takes
guests on an hourlong walk through of the
lower, main and second floors of the mansion and includes a self-guided tour of the
12-acre estate. The original interiors range
in style from Renaissance Revival and
Colonial Revival to Arts and Crafts.
Tours of the carriage house, gar-

dener’s cottage and boat house can be
arranged.
The grounds are open year-round, but
for many, Christmas at the Glensheen
Mansion has become a tradition. During
the Christmas season (Nov. 17 through
Jan. 6), thousands of feet of garland, 25
Christmas trees and one large tree decorated with the Congdon family’s original
ornaments, adorn the home.
“To me, Christmas is the time of
year when the mansion feels most like
the family home that it was,” said Jane
Pederson, marketing manager at Glensheen Mansion. “This seems to be the
one time of year when people come with
their families and have it be a Christmas
memory.”
On Christmas tours, guests can enjoy
cookies inspired by Clara Congdon’s

Glensheen Mansion

very own shortbread recipe — baked at
Johnson’s Bakery, a local Duluth favorite
serving baked goods for more than 70
years.
“We also have a nice complimentary
event that has grown over the last few
years called the Duluth Winter Village,
which falls on the first weekend of December,” Pederson said. “It’s a Europeaninspired Christmas market, where 20 to
30 local vendors, artists and stores sell
their handmade crafts and wares out of
small villages throughout the grounds.”
For group tours, reservations must be
scheduled two weeks in advance with at
least 10 guests. n
Glensheen Mansion
218-726-8910
glensheen.org/tours/group-tours
GroupTour.com
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Mall of America teems with entertainment options
It’s easy to focus on the shopping
opportunities available at the Mall of
America.
After all, the mall features more than
520 stores. And there’s no sales tax on
clothing or shoes. But the mall, located
in Bloomington, is the largest retail and
entertainment destination in North
America.
Groups are able to ride the indoor
roller coasters at Nickelodeon Universe,
participate in Dutchman’s Deck Adventure Course, soar on a zip line above
the theme park with Barnacle Blast or
encounter aquatic creatures at SEA LIFE
Minnesota Aquarium.
Experience a bird’s-eye view of the
United States at Flyover America. The
one-of-a-kind attraction takes guests on
a 4D experience through some of the
nation’s most breathtaking landscapes
and beautiful cities.
The Escape Game offers 60-minute
themed adventures for two to eight players. Several rooms are available: Mission:
Mars, Special Ops, The Heist, Gold Rush
and Prison Break.

At VomFass, groups are transported
to the Mediterranean through a guided
epicurean experience. The interactive
tasting program includes demonstrations and recipes for cooking easy,
delicious and healthy dishes using oils,
vinegars and spices. Learn about the
family business behind the company
that offers products from halfway across
the world.
After an evening at vomFASS, prepare for a night of laughs at Rick Bronson’s House of Comedy to enjoy some of
the best comedians in the Twin Cities.
SMAAASH – America’s Adrenaline
Arena offers virtual reality games. Try
Sky Karting on SMAAASH’s multilevel
go-kart track for unforgettable go-karting.
End the day with a cocktail and
movie at the new CMX Movie Theater.
Enjoy a wide selection of food options
such as burgers and pizzas, cheese platters, salads and a gourmet popcorn lab.
After getting a drink from the full bar,
relax in the luxury lounge seating in one
of the eight theater rooms. n

Dutchman’s Deck
Adventure Course,
ropes course, Nickelodeon Universe

Mall of America
952-883-8643
mallofamerica.com

The Escape Game,
Mission: Mars

40
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SHOP. DINE. STAY. PLAY.
P L A N Y O U R T R I P, F I N D D I S C O U N T S + M O R E I N F O A T M A L L O F A M E R I C A . C O M
Wi t h ove r 520 sto res t h a t h ave no sales tax on c lot hing or s hoes, 50 dining opt ions, 10 att racti on s
a n d a J W M a r r i ott + Ra d isson Blu convenient ly connec ted to t he M all, it’s all here.
/MALLOFAMERICA

@MALLOFAMERICA

@MALLOFAMERICA

BLOOM IN GTON M N .ORG
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Trumbull County
Conveniently located in northeast Ohio on Interstate 80, and
moments away from Interstate 76, Trumbull County’s unique
sites, sounds, tastes and experiences await tour groups.
“We have step-on guides waiting to usher your group
through experiences like Amish Country — the fourth largest
Amish community in the United States,” said Beth Kotwis
Carmichael, executive director of the Trumbull County Tourism
Bureau. “They can also take groups on a safari ride at Wagon
Trails Animal Park, a garden tour with master gardeners
and a historical trip highlighting the area’s connection to the
50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s walk on the moon, the
Underground Railroad and the women’s suffrage movement.”
The bureau offers itinerary building services for groups.
Trumbull County Tourism Bureau
330-675-3081
exploretrumbullcounty.com

SEE

Packards, the classic
American luxury automobile,
were first produced in 1899
in Warren. The National
Packard Museum highlights
the family that created the car
and the influence the brand
had on transportation and
industrial history. Discover
restored vehicles from the
family’s collection along with
temporary exhibits throughout
the year.
National Packard Museum
330-394-1899
packardmuseum.org

Trumbull County Tourism Bureau
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HEAR

With its newly installed
elevator, historic Packard
Music Hall plays host to a
wide variety of events each
year, including Broadway
touring productions, concerts,
comedy shows and other
entertainment. Packard Music
Hall, funded by industrialist
William Doud Packard, has
a seating capacity of nearly
2,500, and opened in 1955.
Packard Music Hall
330-841-2931
packardmusichall.com

TASTE

The Italian Food Trail
goes to over 45 sites
in Trumbull County that
provide a little taste of Italy.
Restaurants, Italian grocers
and Italian products made in
the county are highlighted.
From wedding soup and
greens to pizza and pizzelles,
groups will find it on the
Italian Food Trail. Dishes
from Italian immigrants still
influence local cuisine.
Italian Food Trail
330-675-3081
italianfoodtrail.com

DO

Head to Kinsman. Stop
at Market Square, the largest
used book store between
Buffalo and Cincinnati, which
also is home to Ohio’s oldest
soda fountain. For a meal,
take the group to the Peter
Allen Inn & Event Center. The
house carries the legacy of
Kinsman’s first doctor, who
moved to the frontier town
1808.
Kinsman
330-675-3081
exploretrumbullcounty.com

ohio

Armstrong Air & Space Museum
celebrates historic moon landing
People of a certain age know exactly
where they were on the evening of July
20, 1969.
It was a Sunday, and they were holding their breath in awe as they watched
astronaut Neil Armstrong become the
first person to walk on the moon.
Armstrong was born in Wapakoneta, and the Armstrong Air & Space
Museum in that town opened on July
20, 1972, three years to the day after his
historic walk on the moon.
A museum expansion will coincide
with the 50th anniversary of the Apollo
11 moon landing. Armstrong died in
2012.
The expansion features a classroom
with updated technology that can accommodate more than 50 visitors.
Also part of the project will be some
updated exhibits on the north side of
the museum, including the addition of
a F5D Skylancer cockpit; a new HVAC
system; and updated infrastructure and
concrete repairs to the existing building.
The museum itself is designed to resemble a futuristic moon base. Inside are
many one-of-a-kind artifacts including
the Gemini VIII spacecraft, Neil Armstrong’s Gemini and Apollo spacesuits
and an Apollo 11 moon rock.
Groups of 10 or more receive a
discount on admission. Motorcoach
drivers and one tour leader are given

complimentary admission. Tour guides
are available with advance notice. Motorcoach parking is free.
The museum is part of the Ohio
History Connection’s statewide system
of more than 50 historic, natural and
archaeological sites. n
Armstrong Air & Space Museum
419-738-8811
armstrongmuseum.org

Armstrong Air & Space Museum
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Tuscarawas County

Convention & Visitors Bureau

Visit Belmont County, rich in
history and natural beauty.
This area offers festivals and
fairs, beautiful lakes and parks,
and breathtaking scenery. It
also is the home of several
museums representing the
community’s history and
strong roots. Belmont County
has excellent lodging facilities,
shopping and restaurants.
Enjoy Belmont County!

WELCOME TO
BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO

visitbelmontcounty.com

67800 Mall Ring Rd.
Unit 485
St. Clairsville, OH 43950
740-695-4359
GroupTour.com
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The Cleveland Orchestra shines in Severance Hall
The Cleveland Orchestra tells stories
in Severance Hall without using a
single word.
This spring the orchestra wraps up
its 101st season under the baton of
music director Franz Welser-Möst.
“I love getting to know all the
groups — from students to music fans
traveling from near and far — who visit
Severance Hall and Blossom Music
Center to experience a Cleveland Orchestra concert,” said Jackie Nachman,
Cleveland Orchestra sales manager. “I
love helping plan group visits, ensuring
their time with us is a memorable one.
The Cleveland Orchestra is a worldclass orchestra and Severance Hall is
considered to be one of the best concert
halls in the country and world for its
stunning architecture and acoustics.
Our team strives to make the entire
guest experience match that same level
of excellence which The Cleveland
Orchestra produces each time they
perform.”
Groups of 10 or more receive special
pricing, priority seating, free motorcoach parking and coupons for 10
percent-off at the Cleveland Orchestra
store for the group.
Other group amenities at Severance
Hall include concert previews, dining
and private receptions, and tours of the
facility.
Severance Hall opened in 1931 as the
orchestra’s home. The building is named

Roger Mastroianni

for Cleveland philanthropist John
L. Severance and his wife, Elisabeth,
who initially pledged $1 million for
its construction. Elisabeth died unexpectedly early in the design process,
and John Severance made additional
contributions toward the building in her

memory.
Tours reveal a combination of design
styles, including art deco, Egyptian
revival, classicism and modernism.
The stage of the main concert hall
has been redesigned twice, both times to
improve the acoustics, and the second

visitmarionohio.com
800-371-6688

Opening Spring, 2020
Newly restored Home of
President Warren G. Harding

Multi-day Ohio Presidents itineraries four presidential sites in as little as five days.
44
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Inspirational,
Broadway-Style Shows!

Roger Mastroianni

45 minutes to an hour. n
The Cleveland Orchestra
216-231-7493
clevelandorchestra.com
...plus concerts
from world-class artists!

BEST

DESTINATION
IN AMISH COUNTRY

On the Square in Kidron, OH
In the heart of Amish Country • Open every day except Sunday

«

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours to see what we offer.
Prior to visiting call 1-800-438-5346 or email info@lehmans.com

LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346

«

Nichole Nordeman

Ricky Skaggs

JULY 2 0, 2 019

AUGUST 3, 2 019
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Book your group now!

i

Invite your guests to our rambling retail
store for a visit full of history and wonder.

st

BEGIN THE JOURNEY
to SIMPLICITY

VOTED

De

time to improve the architectural marriage with the auditorium.
Lotus flower designs — Elisabeth
Severance’s favorite flower — are found
throughout the building. Tours last from

OhioStarTheater.com
1387 Old Route 39, Sugarcreek, OH
Group Sales – 855-344-7547

GroupTour.com
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Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing.

Choose from a variety of guided tours, hands-on tours and the grand opening

this year of the new National Veteran’s Memorial and Museum. For your group’s
next memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com.

ohio

Enjoy Chihuly’s artwork
at Franklin Park Conservatory
and Botanical Gardens
Franklin Park Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens in Columbus offers
beautiful indoor and outdoor gardens, dynamic exhibitions and worldrenowned artwork. Visitors are able to
enjoy the beauty of the natural world no
matter the weather or time of year.
Glass-enclosed gardens are filled with
exotic plant life from around the world,
water features, seasonal floral displays, live
tropical butterflies and special exhibitions.
“The conservatory owns the largest
collection of Dale Chihuly glass art of any
botanical garden in the United States,”
said Jennifer Wilson, director of marketing and communications. “Determined
to keep this important investment fresh
and exciting for guests, the conserva-

tory will host the Chihuly team back in
2019, to re-imagine the conservatory’s
permanent collection, while adding some
new creations on temporary loan from
Chihuly studio. This highly anticipated,
newest installment of Chihuly opens June
1 and runs through March 29, 2020.”
The conservatory also is home to a
permanent, three-season glass blowing studio where local artists give daily
educational demonstrations of the art of
glass blowing.
“There is always something blooming
at the conservatory,” Wilson said.
From winter orchids, spring tulips
and daffodils, and summer’s wide variety
of annual and perennial displays to fall’s
annual mum and pumpkin display, color

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens

abounds. New to this year’s fall display
will be 1,000 jack-o-lanterns.
The annual “Conservatory Aglow”
exhibition runs from Nov. 16 to Jan. 5,
2020. Find thousands of poinsettias,
holiday lights, a gingerbread competition,
holiday trains and an interactive light art
exhibition by Jen Lewin. With extended
hours until 9 p.m. it will also be a rare opportunity to see Dale Chihuly’s artwork,
illuminated at night.
Special rates (for groups larger
than 15) are available with advance
registration, and groups may choose a
self-guided or docent-led tour. Add to
the experience by including a handson activity. Experiential tours include
culinary options, adopting a butterfly or a
horticulture Kokodama experience. n
Franklin Park Conservatory
and Botanical Gardens
614-715-8018
fpconservatory.org

Where History
& Adventure Await

visitguernseycounty.com
800.933.5480

VisitGahanna.com

www.fpconservatory.org
GroupTour.com
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Wisconsin
Middleton

Middleton serves as a convenient hub for group tours in the
south-central region of America’s Dairyland.
“Being minutes from Madison and a short drive from some
of the region’s top attractions, Middleton is the ideal overnight
stop or home base for group tours in south central Wisconsin,”
said Stephanie Goth, tourism information manager for the
Middleton Tourism Commission. “You’ll find fantastic lodging,
more than 80 restaurants with a variety of mouth-watering
cuisines making it a hot spot for food lovers.”
Give the coach driver a break and enjoy an evening outing
aboard the free Middleton Trolley. The trolley takes visitors on
a 30-minute loop with stops near several restaurants, shops,
attractions and all of Middleton’s hotel properties.
Middleton Tourism Commission
800-688-5694
tourmiddleton.com

TOUR

Head to Capital Brewery,
a local brewery that was
named Grand National
Champion in the 2013 U.S.
Open Beer Championship.
The brewery offers a 30- to
45-minute “Brew Venture”
tour and tasting. Private tours
can be arranged. The large
outdoor Bier Garten is open
from April through October
and often hosts live music.
Capital Brewery
608-826-1081
capitalbrewery.com

TASTE

Go to the one and only
National Mustard Museum.
Experience a private group
Mustard Bites Adventure.
Mustard Bites is a newly
created experience that
includes, among other
activities, a seasonallyinspired, locally-sourced
“Nine Mustard Bites Plate,”
a hands-on cooking demo,
mustard-related recipes and
a guided tour of the National
Mustard Museum.
National Mustard Museum
608-831-2222
mustardmuseum.com

Clockwise from top: James Carter Photography, Middleton Tourism Commission (4)
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EXPLORE

Explore Downtown
Middleton for shopping,
dining, museums (including
the National Mustard
Museum), Capital Brewer and
a farmers market on Tuesday
afternoons. The downtown is
an easy place to explore by
foot, and there are numerous
specialty stores with offerings
that can’t be found elsewhere.
While downtown, check out
Middleton’s historic sites.
Middleton Tourism
Commission
800-688-5694
visitmiddleton.com

SHOP

Greenway Station,
a 51-acre lifestyle retail
center, offers 35 stores
and restaurants, two hotels,
recreation and entertainment.
Stores offer everything from
arts and crafts and apparel
to home furnishings, musical
instruments and gear,
sporting goods and specialty
foods. Greenway Station’s
relaxed atmosphere includes
covered walkways and a
courtyard.
Greenway Station
608-824-9111
greenwayshopping.com

wisconsin

Go for a high-speed cruise with
Door County Adventure Rafting
Take a ride on the wild side and go
adventure rafting in Door County.
Escape the crowds and enjoy a cruise
to experience the islands and beaches
of Door County while on a safe and fun
high-speed boat. Captain Matt Olson
from Door County Adventure Rafting
entertains and educate groups on the history of the waters around the peninsula,
as well as share fun facts.
There are three tour options that a
group can take with Door County Adventure Rafting. The different tours are
offered on specific days of the week. More
information is available on the Door
County Adventure Rafting website.
The classic tour takes guests along
the Strawberry Islands, Eagle Cave and
Horseshoe Island, and Peninsula State
Park. Groups catch views of a lighthouse
and the Hanover shipwreck.
The Death’s Door Tour gives groups
the chance to see remote sights and learn
about the history of Door County. Riders
have the opportunity to get up close and
personal with a shipwreck in 5 feet of
water and hear interesting facts. The tour
includes views of lighthouses and the old
Coast Guard station on Plum Island.
Riders on the Lakeside Shipwreck
Tour experience some of the hardestto-reach sights the county has to offer.
Groups seeking to learn more about shipwrecks in the county will get just that.
They will see and hear about the Joseph
Cochrane, the Christina Nilsson and the
Fairfield. The Cana Island Lighthouse
also is included on the tour.
Door County Adventure Rafting offers private tours. n

Cana Island Lighthouse,
view from Door County
Adventure Rafting boat,
Door County

GTM/Steph Lulofs

Door County Adventure Rafting
920-559-6106
doorcountyadventurerafting.com

GroupTour.com
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Glass rules at Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Evangeline Bergstrom’s love of glass
paperweights prompted the creation of
the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
in Neenah, just south of Appleton.
As a child, Bergstrom was fascinated
by a glass paperweight in her grandmother’s home. But she didn’t begin collecting

paperweights until 1935, when she was
63 years old. Bergstrom soon become
world renowned for her knowledge of
paperweights.
When the museum opened in
Bergstrom’s former home in 1959, a year
after her death, it featured her extensive

paperweight collection. Today, museum
programming focuses on glass in general.
Visitors see collections of paperweights,
Germanic glass, contemporary glass
sculptures and art glass.
Carol and Ernst Mahler, founding members of the museum, donated

AFTER YOUR TRIP,
IT’S TIME FOR A RIDE.
CIRCLEWISCONSIN.COM

|

DUCKS & DELLS BOAT TOURS

414-545-1100

2019

at

More than you’d ever expect!

Celebrating 42 Seasons of Professional Theatre!
All Shows On Sale Now!
Superb Musicals | Memorable Dinng | Spectacular Shops | Fabulous Service
1131 Janesville Avenue, Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 | 800-477-9505 | www.firesidetheatre.com
50

March 2019
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their collection of Germanic glass to the
museum.
The 18,000-square-foot museum’s glass
collection includes about 6,500 objects.
“The museum definitely has a unique
collection,” said Jennifer Stevenson,
marketing and communications director
at the museum. “We have a range of glass
pieces for people to look at — different
styles of glass and from different time

periods. The museum is on the western
shore on Lake Winnebago, so there are
beautiful views inside and out. It’s a gem.”
Each year the museum plays host to
two temporary exhibitions, and glass is
always the featured medium.
With advance notice, a hands-on activity like glass fusing can be arranged for
a group. Docent-led tours are available
with a two-week advance notice. Dem-

onstrations can be scheduled for a group.
The museum shop offers a wide selection
of functional and decorative art glass in a
variety of price ranges.
Limited motorcoach parking is available in front of the museum. n
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
920-751-4658
bmmglass.com

A WEEK’S WORTH OF
SIGHTS. ALL IN A DAY TRIP.
CIRCLEWISCONSIN.COM

|

414-545-1100

GREEN BAY BOTANICAL GARDEN

HORICON MARSH VISITOR CENTER

All This and More...
Racine County, Wisconsin,
located on beautiful Lake
Michigan, offers cultural,
historical and entertaining
attractions for your group
tour.
Contact Eileen Arnold at
Real Racine, 262-884-6407.

Dancing Horses Theatre: Open Year Round!
SHOW & MEAL
PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

Reservations suggested
for family entertainment
at it's Best!
Wisconsin’s #1 Must See
Live Attraction!

Check website
for dates and times
www.thedancinghorses.com

262-728-8200

5065 Highway 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53115
GroupTour.com
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Milwaukee showcases
6 Frank Lloyd Wright homes

GTM/David Hoekman

On a quiet street in Milwaukee, group
tours can connect with a one-of-a-kind
cluster of six Frank Lloyd Wright-designed houses.
Between 1915 and 1917, Wright,

widely considered America’s greatest
20th-century architect, designed a series
of standardized “system-built” homes.
They were known as the American
System-Built Homes.

PLAN YOUR TOUR

VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/GROUPS

OUR 2019 SEASON!

Sweet!

LEGENDS OF COUNTRY - MY FAIR LADY
MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL
THAT’S WHAT I CALL ROCK & ROLL
ANNIE - BUDDY - A CHRISTMAS STORY

Tours & Interactive
Exhibits Daily 9AM–4PM
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane
Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522
Store Hours 9AM-5PM

© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

All types of tours for
all sorts of visitors.
From art to architecture, from serious to silly,
there’s a Museum tour perfect for any group.

mam.org/tours
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Six of the homes were built between
October 1915 and July 1916, on West
Burnham Street in Milwaukee, and they
are still standing.
Work continues on the restoration of
the homes, all of which were altered over
the years. The Model B1 is fully restored
inside and out.
“This is Wright designing affordable
homes for middle-class families,” said

It’s
ALL IN
Here!
GATHER YOUR GROUP AND PLAN
A TRIP TO THE MIDWEST’S #1
ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION.

Michael Lilek, curator. “He was designing
them for everyone, for all of us.”
Visitors grasp a sense of Wright’s vision for an American home. In the lightfilled living room of the Model B1 home,
many windows help bring the outdoors
inside. Natural colors are used.
The American System-Built Homes
are an early example of prefabricated
housing, Lilek said.

located at
the intersection
of art, history and
culture

Over 2,500 Slots
Nonstop Bingo Action
100 Table Games
Poker & Off-Track Betting
7 Restaurants
Live Entertainment
19-Story Luxury Hotel

The “system” involved cutting the
lumber and other materials in a mill or
factory and then transporting them to
the site for assembly. This system would
save material waste and labor costs. Not
as many skilled tradesmen were needed
on a construction site.
Wright believed tens of thousands of
these homes would be built, but the U.S.
entry into World War I in 1918 halted the
sale and development of the system-built
homes. Building materials were diverted
to wartime needs, and housing starts
dropped. Wright also began extensive
travels to Japan to work on the Imperial
Hotel project in Tokyo.
Only 20 of the system-built homes
were constructed in the U.S.
Trained docents lead the tours of the
805-square-foot Model B1 home and the
1,084-square-foot, two-family Model C3
home. Tours last about 45 minutes.
Lilek recommends groups of 10 or
more contact the organization far in
advance of a desired tour date.
The homes are not handicapped accessible. n
Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Burnham Block, Inc.
414-368-0060
wrightinmilwaukee.org

For day trips, contact Lisa Pederson
at 414-847-7982
or LPEDERSON@PAYSBIG.COM.
For overnight stays, contact
Sales & Catering at 414-847-8600
or SALES@PAYSBIG.COM.
H-DMuseum.com
877-HD-MUSEUM
1721 WEST CANAL STREET I MILWAUKEE, WI 53233 I 1-800-PAYSBIG I PAYSBIG.COM
OPEN 24/7 I MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD TO ENTER CASINO; 18 TO PLAY BINGO
WINNERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL TAXES I MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS
GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-426-2535
©2019 FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI COMMUNITY, WISCONSIN

©2018 H-D or its affiliates. Harley-Davidson, H-D, Harley,
Harley-Davidson Museum and the Bar & Shield Logo are among
the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. Third-party trademarks are the
property of their respective owners.

GTM/David Hoekman

GroupTour.com

ADV19024-Group Tour Mag ad.indd 1
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Connecticut
Stamford

Stamford, the third largest city in Connecticut, is located on
the Long Island Sound.
Groups can walk the 19 miles of shoreline, kayak on the
Long Island Sound or hike scenic trails. Visitors also can take a
selfie with more than 100 works of public art.
Stamford Downtown offers a broad array of shops,
restaurants, services, arts, education and events.
“The City of Stamford is a vibrant, year-round destination
filled with unique neighborhoods and historic districts boasting
hundreds of shops, restaurants and arts and cultural venues,
as well as lush green spaces,” said Randy Fiveash, director of
Connecticut Office of Tourism. “New businesses are driving an
energy and incredible influx of people, experiences and ideas.”
Connecticut Office of Tourism
888-288-4748
ctvisit.com

EXPLORE

ENJOY

Located in the woods
of northern Stamford, the
Stamford Museum &
Nature Center is filled
with art, 80 acres of nature
trails and a scenic working
farm. The collection includes
American art, Native
American art and artifacts,
natural history of New
England, American history
and culture before 1940, and
Connecticut agriculture.

Bartlett Arboretum &
Gardens preserves a 93acre sanctuary of southwest
New England’s natural
ecosystems. Admission is
free. Miles of trails reveal the
best of Connecticut’s native
landscape: award-winning
champion trees, gardens,
wildflower meadows,
and red maple wetlands
and boardwalks. Visitors
experience and enjoy nature.

Stamford Museum
& Nature Center
203-322-1646
stamfordmuseum.org

Bartlett Arboretum
& Gardens
203-322-6971
bartlettarboretum.org

SEE

Head to The Palace
Theatre for a performance.
The 1927 vaudeville house
was restored and re-opened
in 1983 for live theater,
opera, dance, comedy and
concerts, plus art exhibitions
in the Sackler Gallery. A
multiphase improvement
project provided a Broadwaysize stage, new dressing
rooms, and wardrobe and
costume maintenance
facilities.
The Palace Theatre
203-325-4466
palacestamford.org

SHOP

Stamford Town Center,
a downtown shopping and
entertainment center, opened
in 1982. With new stores,
new retail concepts, and a
variety of unique events and
activities, the center lives
up to its image as the best
place to shop in Fairfield
County. About 130 stores
and restaurants are located
on four levels.
Stamford Town Center
203-324-0935
shopstamfordtown
center.com

Clockwise from top: Downtown Stamford, Stamford Town Center, Courtesy Connecticut Office of Tourism, Romy Lee, Courtesy Connecticut Office of Tourism
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The Maritime Aquarium
presents Long Island Sound
Unlike most aquariums, The Maritime Aquarium focuses primarily on one
body of water: Long Island Sound.
The Congressionally designated
“estuary of national significance” is
located just outside the aquarium’s doors
in Norwalk.
In The Maritime Aquarium, guests
find some 300 species of animals native
to the sound and its watershed, including sharks, harbor seals, sea turtles, river
otters, jellyfish, and a variety of fish and
crabs. Memorable encounters include
the opportunities to safely touch live
intertidal creatures, small sharks, rays
and jellyfish.
“We think The Maritime Aquarium
is a perfect group-travel stop — as either
the destination of your day-trip outing
or as a fun and informative break during
your journey between New York and
New England,” said Dave Sigworth, associate director of communications.
With quick on-and-off access from
Interstate 95, the aquarium provides an
easy, excellent and affordable addition to
any itinerary, Sigworth said.
“The best part of a visit to The Maritime Aquarium are the connections that
occur,” Sigworth said. “The designs and
sizes of our exhibits let guests get close
to the animals. They get a thrill looking
right into the teeth-filled mouth of 8-foot
sand tiger sharks and counting the whiskers of the seals as they swim by.”
Groups can enhance a visit by having
an aquarium docent or educator provide
a tour of the aquarium galleries and
even take the group behind the scenes to
discover the quality care provided to the
marine animals.
“Time permitting, one of our most
memorable options is a 2½-hour study
cruise aboard our research vessel out
onto Long Island Sound, where participants can have hands-on encounters
with animals that we bring up right out
of the water right before your eyes,”
Sigworth said. n

The Maritime Aquarium
203-852-0700
maritimeaquarium.org

The Maritime Aquarium

Just saying ...
TOP 25 Aquarium in the U.S.
– TripAdvisor

BEST Family Attraction
in New England
– Yankee Magazine

BEST Family Travel Destination in CT
– Readers Digest

Easy on & off from I-95 in southwestern Connecticut.
Discounted group pricing includes a spectacular IMAX® movie.
A selection of excellent restaurants all an easy walk away. Convenient nearby bus parking.

MaritimeAquarium.org

10 North Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854 Exits 14n or 15s off I-95 in historic Norwalk CT
Reservation Code: GTM 1/2019

GroupTour.com
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White Memorial Conservation Center
showcases natural diversity
White Memorial Conservation Center near Litchfield inspires understanding, appreciation and respect for the
natural world.
The center’s museum provides a
glimpse into the natural diversity found
throughout White Memorial Foundation’s 4,000-acre wildlife sanctuary,
which sprawls across Litchfield into
Bantam and Morris.
Gerri Griswold, director of administration and development, said the museum appeals to young and old visitors.
“The museum is a visual gem and
gloriously interactive,” Griswold said.
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“You begin your visit under a mile-high
glacier that covered the area 10,000
years ago, visit the native people who
once occupied the area and step into
the lives of Alain and May White, the
brother and sister who gifted us this
land in 1913.”
Museum exhibits bring the sanctuary
indoors. There are taxidermy animals
and small vignettes of some of the hikes
offered on the property. Visitors can
virtually enjoy them if they do not have
time to hike to Apple Hill or circumnavigate the Little Pond Boardwalk.
“For me, the showpiece in the
museum are three murals painted by
Perry Wilson,” Griswold said. “Wilson
is known for having painted murals at
the Yale Peabody Museum as well as The
American Museum of Natural History.”
Outside are 40 miles of trails and
a variety of plants and wildlife. White
Memorial is the largest wildlife refuge
in the state. Birds and other wildlife
abound in a diversity of habitats from
wetlands to conifer forests to grasslands.
The center is able to tailor group
activities for adults, Griswold said. For
instance, operators can arrange an edible
plant walk or a watercolor class with a

Leo Kulinski Jr.

Gerri Griswold

world-famous botanical artist. Group
members can meet a bat or a porcupine
or go on a pond prowl.
Because of the popularity of the museum, the center needs advance notice
of any group planning a visit.
“If a tour operator is just bringing a
group out to hike and picnic, then it is
not necessary to make any reservation,”
Griswold said.
The grounds are free, but there is an
admission fee for the museum. n
White Memorial Conservation Center
860-567-0857
whitememorialcc.org

connecticut

The Glass House unites architecture, art and nature
Unusual architecture and inspiring,
museum-quality art come together on
the grounds of The Glass House.
The Glass House in New Canaan
spreads over 49 acres with 14 structures. Though it is considered mainly an
outdoor experience, it offers visitors the
opportunity to take in art, architecture,
design, history and even preservation.
Built between 1949 and 1995 by architect Philip Johnson, The Glass House
is a site of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation.
The site features The Glass House, a
permanent collection of 20th-century
painting and sculpture, along with temporary exhibitions.
The house is iconic because of its
innovative use of materials and its seamless integration into the landscape.
All tours begin at The Glass House
Visitor Center.
“It’s really a walking tour, walking
from building to building,” said Christa
Carr, communications director. “The
grounds and the buildings are so beautiful, and guests are often surprised by the
abundance of what is offered.”
A variety of tours are available, ranging from a self-guided tour to guided
tours of varying lengths.
Group tours accommodate parties of
13 people or more. A variety of experiences can be arranged, including focus
tours and academic tours. For groups
of 13-plus, The Glass House books sequential tours with staggered departure
times.
The Glass House is closed for the
winter season — tours begin May 1 and
end Nov. 30. Advanced reservations are
required, and it’s suggested to book as
early as possible, as tours frequently sell
out in advance.
Private tours are available by appointment. n

Glass House Dawn,
The Glass House, New Canaan

Robin Hill

The Glass House
203-978-3015
theglasshouse.org

GroupTour.com
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Delaware
Dover

Great tours come in pieces: keepsakes, souvenirs,
sensations and experiences.
These pieces range from the feeling of a fresh peach in
one’s hand, to a cold sip of craft beer, to cobblestone streets
underfoot.
In Kent County, these small pieces build on each other to
create something unique and completely unforgettable. Groups
are sure to leave with an incredible story.
“Not only can groups take advantage of the free museums
and tours in the area, we also feature unique events throughout
the year; from fall festivals to Dover Days to two NASCAR races
hosted in the state’s capital,” said John Doerfler, sales and
events manager for Kent County Tourism. “Our office will help
book your tours, stays and events to take advantage of.”
Delaware’s Quaint Villages
302-734-4888, ext. 103
visitdelawarevillages.com

TOUR

Step into aircraft history
at the only museum
dedicated to airlift and air
refueling: the Air Mobility
Command Museum in
Dover. The museum offers
free admission and tours and
features over 30 aircrafts to
tour. Step inside an Air Force
II or a C5 Galaxy, hop inside
a flight simulator and explore
hands-on exhibits.
Air Mobility Command
Museum
302-677-5991
amcmuseum.org

Kent County Tourism

58

March 2019

STAY

Stay at the luxurious
Dover Downs Hotel
& Casino, offering the
area’s largest variety of
entertainment, dining options,
boutique shopping, live table
games, concerts and a wellappointed spa. Dover Downs
Hotel & Casino is a perfect
location for groups looking
to indulge with gambling,
shopping, local eateries and
the spa.
Dover Downs Hotel &
Casino
302-674-4600
doverdowns.com

EXPLORE

TASTE

Step back in time at the
First State Heritage Park
in historic downtown Dover.
This urban “park without
boundaries” offers free
walking tours and admission
into the Old State House,
Johnson Victrola Museum
and The Green. Experience
the story of how Delaware
became the first state to ratify
the U.S. Constitution.

Stop at some of the
area’s group dining options
for delicious food. Find
homemade Amish cooking
and desserts at Spence’s
Bazaar & Auction at the
Amish Market in downtown
Dover. Or head to Countrie
Eatery, the “go to” for great
homemade country cooking
and a perfect location for
groups.

First State Heritage Park
302-739-9194
destateparks.com/history/
firststateheritage

Countrie Eatery
302-674-8310
countrieeatery.com

delaware

Get a feel for colonial lifestyles
at John Dickinson Plantation
Want to experience several lifestyles
in one place? The John Dickinson
Plantation in Dover offers a glimpse into
how different classes of people lived in
the 1700s and early 1800s.
“Groups have the opportunity to
immerse themselves in history at the
plantation,” said Gloria Henry, site
supervisor. “Group tours are offered
the opportunity to watch a short film
describing John Dickinson’s role in the
founding of the nation and the times
in which he lived. After a short walk to

the mansion, staff in historic clothing
provide a guided tour of the colonial
mansion.”
The visitors center contains several
exhibits including those that cover the
history of the plantation and the life
of Dickinson as well as the orientation
video before seeing the mansion. Tours
of the mansion are all guided, but guests
are encouraged to explore the grounds
and the outbuildings of the plantation.
“Simple Machines” is an exhibit that
focuses on simple machines that were

used on the plantation.
There is also an option to view
hands-on demonstrations of various
things including: cooking, weaving,
quill-pen writing, food preservation and
hearth cooking.
Two of the most popular tours for
adults are the A World Apart and Politics and Plantation tours.
“A World Apart explores slavery and
freedom in colonial Delaware,” Henry
said. “Politics and Plantation explores
the lives and actions of John Dickinson
and the people who called the plantation
home, which included tenant farmers, indentured servants, free African-Americans
and enslaved individuals and families.”
John Dickinson was known as the
“penman of the Revolution” and was
part of the Congress that wrote the Declaration of Independence. The plantation was in the Dickinson family from
1740–1933. The home and property was
purchased in 1952 by the National Society of Colonial Dames and underwent a
three-and-a-half-year restoration project
converting it into a museum.
Motorcoach parking is available at
the visitor’s center. n
John Dickinson Plantation
302-739-3277
history.delaware.gov

John Dickinson Plantation
GroupTour.com
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Maine
Bangor

Bangor, known as the Queen City of Maine, is located on the
western bank of the Penobscot River.
Abundant forests and the river made Bangor the “lumber
capital of the world” for much of the 19th century. A statue of
legendary lumberjack Paul Bunyan stands in Bass Park.
Bangor is known nowadays as the home of novelist
Stephen King.
“Bangor has now become a hub of entertainment,” said Kerrie
Tripp, executive director of the Greater Bangor Convention &
Visitors Bureau. “There are concerts and events along with festivals
that showcase Maine and many of our products and traditions.”
Groups can see 19th-century buildings in the West Market
Square Historic District and visit Mount Hope Cemetery, the
nation’s second-oldest garden cemetery.
Greater Bangor Convention & Visitors Bureau
207-947-5205
visitbangormaine.com

TOUR

The Cole Land
Transportation Museum’s
selection of Maine’s land
transportation equipment
inspires today’s generation
through their predecessors’
triumphs. U.S. military items
are a reminder of the high
price service members paid
to protect freedom. The
museum is open from May 1
through Nov. 11.
Cole Land
Transportation Museum
207-990-3600, ext. 13
colemuseum.org

EXPLORE

Visit an authentic
reconstruction of a logging
and milling community at the
Maine Forest and Logging
Museum. Established in
the 1950s, the museum in
Bradley educates people
about Maine’s sustainable
forest culture. Contact the
museum to arrange a guided
tour of the buildings.
Maine Forest
and Logging Museum
207-974-6278
maineforestandlogging
museum.org

WALK

VIEW

Connect with the Bangor
Historical Society to
arrange a historic walking
tour. Led by guides who have
a passion for the Queen
City’s history, a group will
learn little-known facts about
the region and its people.
Tours of the Thomas A. Hill
House and Mount Hope
Cemetery are available as
well as ghost tours.

Head to the historic
Bangor Opera House
to view a production of
the Penobscot Theatre
Company. The company is
America’s northeastern-most
professional, year-round
theater company, and it
produces a wide variety of
plays and musicals. Group
discounts and tours of the
opera house are available.

Bangor Historical Society
207-942-1900
bangorhistoricalsociety.org

Penobscot Theatre
Company
207-942-3333
penobscottheatre.org

Clockwise from top: Greater Bangor CVB, Penobscot Theatre Company, John Phelan, Maine Forest and Logging Museum, Cole Land Transportation Museum
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American Folk
Festival brings the
world to Bangor
The American Folk Festival in
Bangor brings together music and dance
from the many cultures that make up
America today. But that’s not all. The
festival also gives visitors a chance to
hear some unlikely combinations, as
musicians “jam,” blending music from
those diverse cultures.
The three-day, multistage celebration
of traditional arts is staged at Bangor
Riverfront Park the last weekend before
Labor Day. Now in its 18th year, the
event presents up to 16 groups representing traditions from across America
and the world.
“We get to present everything from
gospel and blues and Native American
traditions to Irish and Quebecois and
Puerto Rican salsa to some wonderful
African guitar and drumming,” said
Heather McCarthy, executive director of
the event. “Every year our artist lineup
is different, but it definitely features a
very diverse cross section of music from
around the world.”
The American Folk Festival presents
three days of “amazing entertainment

Kevin Bennett Photo

for the community and visitors to the
community to enjoy,” McCarthy said.
“It’s all presented free of charge.”
Last year the festival had some
90,000 visitors over the three days, she
added.
Artists enjoy being asked back to the
festival because of its location and their
ability to interact with the audience.
“One of the interesting things I really
like about our festival is that since we
have a real diversity of artists, we’ve got
a chance for folks in our bluegrass group
to hang out, jam and maybe perform
with the folks in our maritime group or
our main fiddle group or the Congolese

drum group,” she said.
“There’s some wonderful collaboration and sharing of music that happens
at our event, which is always unexpected
but always really exciting. It’s also a
beautiful venue.”
Off-site parking is available about a
quarter-mile away.
The American Bus Association has
recognized the festival three times as
one of the top 100 events to visit, McCarthy said. n
American Folk Festival
207-262-7765
americanfolkfestival.com

GroupTour.com
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Maryland
Annapolis

Annapolis, a city full of history and notable architecture, sits
on the Severn River where it meets the Chesapeake Bay.
“Annapolis is filled with American history and East Coast
charm,” said Denise M. Bosmans, director of sales for Visit
Annapolis & Anne Arundel County. “Maryland’s capital city
served as our nation’s first peacetime capital. It’s home
to the United States Naval Academy and the homes of all
four Maryland signers of the Declaration of Independence.
Recognized as America’s Sailing Capital, Annapolis is a hidden
gem that’s popular with senior groups, student and incentive
travelers, sports teams and more. We invite groups to explore
Annapolis’ historic landmarks, discover its maritime heritage and
experience the beauty and bounty of the Chesapeake Bay. And
that’s just for starters.”
Visit Annapolis & Anne Arundel County
410-280-0445
visitannapolis.org

TOUR

SEE

Go to the visitor center at
the U.S. Naval Academy for
a group tour. The historical
tour, one of several available,
highlights life at the academy
and includes Lejeune Hall;
Bancroft Hall; Tecumseh
Court; Herndon Monument;
Main Chapel; (when open)
and the Crypt of John Paul
Jones, Revolutionary War
naval hero.

Visit the Maryland
State House, the oldest
state capitol in continuous
legislative use and the only
state house ever to have
served as the nation’s
Capitol. Completed in 1779,
the state house is a treasure
trove of four centuries of
Maryland and early-American
history. It’s a National Historic
Landmark.

U.S. Naval Academy
410-293-8687
usnabsd.com/for-visitors

Maryland State House
410-946-5400

Clockwise from top: VisitAnnapolis.org, Arundel Mills, VisitAnnapolis.org (2), USNA
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CRUISE

Getting out on the water
is a must when visiting
Annapolis. Work with Cruises
on the Bay by Watermark
to arrange for a group tour
aboard the Harbor Queen or
another one of the company’s
vessels. Narrated cruises
range from a 40-minute
harbor cruise to a day on the
bay.
Cruises on the Bay
by Watermark
410-268-7601, ext. 104
cruisesonthebay.com

SHOP

Travel to Arundel Mills
in Hanover, the largest outlet
and value retail shopping,
dining and entertainment
destination in Maryland.
The Simon property has
more than 200 stores and
the company’s travel trade
program. Arundel Mills is
also home to Live! Casino &
Hotel. The 17-floor hotel is
the tallest building in Anne
Arundel County.
Arundel Mills
410-540-5100
simon.com/mall/
arundel-mills

maryland

Swing from trees at Monkey Business Adventure Park
Adrenalin junkies of all ages can
climb among the trees, balance on high
wires and zip through the sky at Monkey
Business Adventure Park & Ropes
Course in Deep Creek.
With harnesses buckled tight and
helmets on heads, visitors can opt for
the full three-hour challenge or piece together their own high-ropes adventure.
Park-goers have their choice of three
elevation levels and 63 aerial obstacles.
Speed demons will love the three zip
lines, which include a 600-foot and 400foot dual-line zip that let visitors race
one another. A “Skittles Bridge” requires
visitors to hop from peg to peg, each
connected by a thin wire and suspended
in open air. And for a real head rush,
guests can opt to exit the course with a
40-foot freefall.
“We are trying to find things that people can do with their kids to get everyone

Monkey Business Adventure Park

active and away from their computer
screen,” said Jordan Smith, operational
manager at Monkey Business Adventure
Park. “If visitors do the whole course,

that’s 3½ hours where they’re playing and
doing something challenging and not
sitting on their electronics — that goes
for kids and adults. Our park is really
something everybody can do if they’re
up for the challenge. We’ve even had a
69-year-old grandparent who wanted to
see if they could do it with their grandkids to complete the course.”
Monkey Business Adventure Park is
located 2½ hours from the BaltimoreWashington, D.C. metro area and 1½
hours from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
making it the perfect afternoon getaway
for active tour groups looking for adventure outside of the city. Large groups
must book their visit at least one week in
advance. n
Monkey Business Adventure Park
833-325-7627
deepcreeklakeadventure.com
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Mountain Maryland Gateway to the West Heritage Area
Just 3 hours from Baltimore
& D.C. and 2 hours from
Pittsburgh!

Funded in part by the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority.

MARYLAND/DELAWARE STATE LINE

Over 40 Barn Quilts!

Local Farmers Markets

Experience the authentic mountain charm of Garrett
County, Maryland. Your groups will love our variety
of attractions, ranging from historic and cultural
resources to our natural and scenic landscape.

www.deepcreekgroups.com
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Northside Park

800.626.2326

127th Street

OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL
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Lasting memories from your vacation
make all the planning so worth it!
Here in Maryland, our amazing waterscapes and
landmarks offer plenty of adventures. And come
hungry, because seafood is the star of our culinary
scene, with crabs, oysters, rockfish and more.
You’ll be inspired by the rich history in
destinations including Antietam National
Battlefield, Fort McHenry, Patuxent River Naval Air
Museum and the Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad Visitor Center & Byway. You’ll be
romanced by the beautiful scenery and endless
fun found in Deep Creek Lake, Brookside
Gardens, Historic St. Mary’s City, the Ocean
City boardwalk and Assateague Island. You’ll be
entertained by the excitement of Wisp Resort,
Six Flags America, National Harbor, National
Aquarium and a wide array of attractions in the
Baltimore area. And it doesn’t end there.
64
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You’re never far from the perfect group-friendly
event, from Christmas On The Potomac & ICE!
in November and December to the Preakness
Celebration in May; Ocean City Air Show in June;
and crab feasts during the spring, summer and
fall. We also offer a range of tours that appeal
to all interests, including agricultural and farm
tours, Civil War tours, garden and mansion
tours, and ghost tours—and our close proximity
to Washington, D.C., makes Maryland an ideal
destination for student groups.
Maryland is full of unique experiences that lead to
incredible memories. You just have to be open for it.
877-333-4455
visitmaryland.org/groups

SPONSORED CONTENT

The Capital Wheel
at National Harbor
Top your Washington, D.C. itinerary with a
spin 180 feet above the Potomac River on
The Capital Wheel. Located at National Harbor,
The Capital Wheel is a large-scale observation
wheel delivering thrilling views of the
Washington, D.C. area. Seated in comfortable,
eight-passenger, climate-controlled gondolas,
passengers enjoy a spectacular view of
National Harbor as well as the Washington
Monument, Old Town Alexandria and more.
301-842-8650
thecapitalwheel.com

Hagerstown
Hagerstown, Maryland is well-known for
Antietam National Battlefield and Civil War
history. Did you know that groups also love our
beautiful Museum of Fine Arts, and seeing the
exciting performances at our Maryland Theatre
and Washington County Playhouse? Groups
also love to taste award-winning wines at our
vineyards surrounded by our breathtaking
mountain scenery. There’s more than you can
imagine to do right here... only in Hagerstown!
Visit our website for fun-filled itineraries!
Maryland. Be open for it.
888-257-2600
visithagerstown.com

Ocean City

National Folk Festival

Ocean City MD, known for its festivals
announces dates of the award-winning fall
festival, Sunfest as September 19-22, 2019.
Its spring counterpart is Springfest held May
2-5. Ocean City also heartily recommends
the National Folk Festival, a tradition of
showcasing dance, music, artwork and
local heritage presented in nearby Salisbury
on September 6-8, 2019. Enjoy ocean or
bayside accommodations in OC as you visit
these popular festivals.
410-289-2800
ndobrowolski@ococean.com

The National Folk Festival returns to
Salisbury, MD September 6-8, 2019.
This free, 3-day outdoor celebration
features over 350 of the nation’s finest
traditional musicians, dancers, and artisans
with performances, workshops and
demonstrations, plus children’s activities,
savory regional and ethnic cuisines and
craft brews, non-stop participatory dancing,
storytelling, parades, and more. So, come join
the fun. There’s something for everyone at the
National Folk Festival.
410-677-1916
NationalFolkFestival.com

Frederick

Carroll County

Dine at restaurants serving up cuttingedge cuisine, shop dozens of specialty
shops and experience galleries & theaters
in Downtown Frederick. History enthusiasts
seek out Civil War battlefields, museums,
and memorable sites. Wander picturesque
mountain trails in National & State parks.
Sip and sample at dozens of wineries,
breweries, and distilleries in hip & historic
Frederick County, Maryland.
800-999-3613
VisitFrederick.org

A day away with friends to explore new
places… Carroll County welcomes you
to discover our historic sites: Union Mills
Homestead (take home some stoneground
corn meal) or the Carroll Farm Museum;
lunch at Antrim 1844, a 175-year-old
mansion decorated in a modern style; and
enjoy our scenic views while traveling our
unique Barn Quilt Trail. Our Progressive
Lunch Tour provides it all.
800-272-1933
CarrollCountyTourism.org

GroupTour.com

65

itinerary planner

Massachusetts
Springfield

Western Massachusetts is known for ingenuity and
innovation. The area lays claim to the first gas-powered engine,
first national armory and the birthplace of basketball, volleyball
and Dr. Seuss.
“What makes the Greater Springfield area group tour friendly
are the three A’s,” said Mary Kay Wydra, president of the Greater
Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Affordability of our
hotels, restaurants and the variety of things to do; accessibility via
routes 90 and 91; and great group-friendly attractions like MGM
Springfield, The Big E, Yankee Candle Village, the Springfield
Museums, Basketball Hall of Fame and so much more.”
Western Massachusetts also works well as a hub to explore
New England.
Greater Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau
413-787-1548
explorewesternmass.com

SHOP

DISCOVER

Head to Yankee Candle
Company’s flagship store in
South Deerfield. Check out
Wax Works, where guests
can make their own jar
candles; the Perscentality
board, which allows visitors to
see which scents are bound
to appeal to them, based
on their personality traits;
and the Fragrance Mixology
section.

In the heart of downtown
Springfield, the Springfield
Museums offer access to
five world-class museums,
including the Amazing World
of Dr. Seuss Museum and the
Dr. Seuss National Memorial
Sculpture Garden, all under
a single admission. Theodor
Seuss Geisel, aka Dr. Seuss,
was born and raised in
Springfield.

Yankee Candle Company
877-636-7707
yankeecandle.com

Springfield Museums
413-263-6800
springfieldmuseums.org

EXPLORE

The Big E hosts over
1 million people each
September during the 17-day
event, and the staff at the
Transportation Center greet
more than 800 motorcoaches
of tour groups. Stroll through
the Avenue of States,
Storrowton Village and the
grounds filled with shopping,
entertainment, midway rides
and foods from around the
world.

MGM Springfield covers
three city blocks in the heart
of downtown Springfield. The
resort, which combines new
construction with revived
historic buildings, offers more
than 125,000 square feet of
gaming space, a 250-room
boutique hotel, spa services,
diverse retail and dining, a
cinema complex, bowling,
a seasonal skating rink and
outdoor marketplace.

The Big E
413-205-5047
thebige.com

MGM Springfield
413-273-5000
mgmspringfield.com

Clockwise from top: Greater Springfield CVB, MGM Springfield, Greater Springfield CVB (3)
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Essex Shipbuilding Museum
preserves nautical legacy
Nautical history is alive and well in
Essex at the Essex Shipbuilding Museum.
“Our museum tells the extraordinary
story of a small New England village
that built more two-masted wooden
fishing schooners than any other place
in the world,” said Justin Demetri, visitor
services director. “We occupy a stillfunctioning shipyard that was run by the
local Story family starting in 1813.”
Groups can experience the history
of the area and ship building by viewing
more than 8,000 objects, photographs
and artifacts, as well as watching video
presentations.
Museum property consists of the
schoolhouse, the burial ground and the

shipyard itself. The schoolhouse contains
ship models, archives and semi-permanent exhibits, while the active shipyard
showcases machines, tools and boats.
“Visitors really enjoy that our
museum is a ‘real’ place,” Demetri said.
“We are both historic museum and
active working yard. One moment you
are looking at artifacts or ship models, the next you are walking through
woodchips as students put the finishing
touches on a dory. We have a very important story to tell, but we like to have
fun doing it.”
A tour can be either guided or
self-guided. Guided tours last about 90
minutes. Adult group tours can include
a2019-NBCVB-Group
question and answer
session and
Tour-Final.qxp_Layout
1

Essex Shipbuilding Museum

hands-on opportunities.
“Our shipyard houses the Evelina M.
Goulart, a former fishing schooner built
here in 1927 and is also home to our
floating ambassador, the Lewis H. Story,”
Demetri said. “We still build wooden
watercraft, often with students, and like
all shipyards, every day brings something a little bit different.”
Room for one motorcoach is available at the shipyard. Please contact the
museum in advance of visit to coordinate parking. n
Essex Shipbuilding Museum
978-768-7541
essexshipbuilding.org
12/14/18 4:08 PM Page 1

Visit
A STORY IN EVERY MILE
Only 30 minutes from Boston, the North of Boston region
is home to well-known cities such as Salem, home of
the infamous Witch Trials and Gloucester, America’s
oldest seaport. Within our 34 cities and towns, find
accommodations, restaurants, breweries, wineries,
distilleries, transportation, unique event sites, group
attractions, sightseeing, wedding services, tours,
and more. Request a free Travel & Group Guide.
Photo: Seaside Gardens, Salem © The House of the Seven Gables

GroupTour.com
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Peek into Edith Wharton’s life at The Mount
Edith Wharton, an award-winning
novelist, also designed and built her
home.
Dubbed The Mount, the home in
Lenox would meet her needs as a designer, gardener, hostess and above all,
writer.

Inspiring visitors since 1934

“puts the culture
in horticulture!”

The Mount was completed in 1902.
It now serves as a cultural center that
celebrates Wharton’s intellectual, artistic
and humanitarian legacy.
A group visit to The Mount encompasses tours of the house and/or gardens
with a private tour guide. Tours can be
individualized to a particular group’s
interests, such as architecture. Wharton wrote books on house and garden
design, which greatly influenced the
building of The Mount.
“It is an autobiographical house, illuminating Wharton’s nature just as much
as her writings,” said Rebecka McDougall, director of communications and

community outreach. “After the formal
tours, groups are free to tour the house
and grounds on their own, shop in our
bookstore or enjoy a cool drink at the
Terrace Cafe.”
McDougall said most visitors enjoy
learning more about Wharton’s range of
interests and abilities, her personal life,
her intense love of dogs, her friends and
her lover.
“Edith Wharton was extremely
skilled in house and garden design,”
McDougall said. “She worked with the
best architects and designers of her day,
including Ogden Codman Jr., whose
work is reflected in the interior of The

— Vogue

Located in the heart of the Berkshires,
Berkshire Botanical Garden encompasses
15 acres of grounds and over two dozen
beautiful gardens, including:
• Ornamental displays of annuals, perennials,
spring bulbs and mature trees
• Expansive fruit, vegetable, and herb gardens
• Renowned daylily walk featuring a rainbow
of blooms
• NEW THIS SEASON! topiary animal garden
• Art galleries featuring botanically-themed exhibits
• Convenient bus parking and custom-catered
picnic options, gift shop
• Group tour guides and self-guided audio
tours available
Stockbridge, MA 413-298-3926 ext. 10
berkshirebotanical.org

John Seakwood

In beautiful Western Mass,
close to Tanglewood & the
Norman Rockwell Museum.
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Mount. And she worked with Beatrix
Jones Farrand, Edith Wharton’s niece,
another extraordinarily accomplished
woman, who blazed her own impressive
career designing gardens for Morgans
and Rockefellers, whose designs are
greatly admired and emulated today.”
The Mount offers discounts for
groups of 10 or more, which entitles the
group to its own private tour guide and
flexibility of schedules. Large groups are
divided among two or more guides to
provide a more enjoyable and personalized experience.
Other types of specialty tours for
book clubs and the very popular ghost
tours also are available for groups. Visitors may arrange lunch on the Terrace
overlooking the gardens. n
The Mount
Edith Wharton’s Home
413-551-5111
edithwharton.org

Sarah Kenyon

A GROUP PLANNER’S GUIDE TO THE BERKSHIRES
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM
Enjoy the world’s largest collection of
original Rockwell art and the work of other
illustrators. Group discounts. Rockwell’s
Studio and Terrace Café open seasonally.
There is always something new. A must see
destination, open year-round.
Route 183 • Stockbridge, MA • 413.931.2221 • nrm.org

HILTON GARDEN INN – LENOX/
PITTSFIELD: We invite your group to our
award-winning hotel ranked in the Top 5%
of ALL HGIs! Enjoy 95 guestrooms, comp
policy, free parking, indoor heated pool,
fitness room, catering, restaurant and
lounge. 1032 South Street • Pittsfield, MA
413-448-2222 • LenoxPittsfield.HGI.com

CLARK ART INSTITUTE: The Clark presents
FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES – BERKSHIRES:
exceptional art in an extraordinary setting.
The only award winning Marriott in
Its collection is rich in French Impressionist,
the Berkshires welcomes groups! Ask
old Masters, American, and British art. Group
how you can earn Marriott Rewards.
rates and dining available.
Complimentary full, hot breakfast buffet,
225 South Street • Williamstown, MA •
indoor heated pool & spa, exercise room
413.458.0563 • clarkart.edu/visit/adultgroups
and free wifi available.
249 Stockbridge Road • Great Barrington, MA
BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN:
413.644.3200 • marriott.com/gbrfi
Explore 15 acres of gardens in an everchanging display of color featuring plants
RED LION INN: Authentic New England
and trees that thrive in New England. Group
charm in the heart of Norman Rockwell
tours highlight the gardens and seasonal
country. 125-rooms, unique dining
exhibitions.
venues and complimentary onsite motor
5 West Stockbridge Road • Stockbridge, MA
coach parking.
413.298.3926 • berkshirebotanical.org
30 Main Street • Stockbridge, MA
413.298.1604 • redlioninn.com/meetings

Visit berkshires.org to sign up for our Groups e-News
GroupTour.com
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Fruitlands Museum tells many stories
Fruitlands Museum is a historic, natural
and cultural destination in the town of
Harvard.
“With a wide variety of collections and
stories nestled in a beautiful landscape,
there is so much to explore at Fruitlands
Museum,” said Katie Marshall, public relations specialist.
Founded in 1914 by author and preservationist Clara Endicott Sears, Fruitlands
Museum takes its name from an experimental utopian community that existed on
the site in 1843 and was led by transcendentalists Bronson Alcott and Charles Lane.
Groups encounter transcendental
stories, Shaker history, Native American
collections, Hudson River School landscape
and early American folk portraits, as well as
rotating exhibitions.
“Guests can also explore the trails,
enjoy lunch with a view in the Fruitlands
Museum café and browse the wonder-

ful variety of items at the museum store,”
Marshall said. “Spend two hours or turn the
visit into a full-day experience.”
Fruitlands Museum is dedicated to New
England history, art and nature, and its collections include: The Fruitlands Farmhouse,
The Shaker Museum, The Native American
Museum and The Art Museum.
Marshall said the museum offers
discounts for group visits and has opportunities for self-guided outings and guided
tours for specific collections.
It is best to book at least two weeks in
advance and even earlier if seeking to book
in September or October, as these are the
busiest months for group tours.
The museum is located on 210 acres of
land with panoramic views of the Nashua
River Valley, including 2½ miles of meadows and woodland recreational trails.
“With rotating exhibitions and new programs each year, there is always something

The only way to hear Boston!

Bring your tour groups to historic
Symphony Hall, the home of The Boston Pops.
K E I T H LO C K H A R T CO N D U C TO R · J O H N W I L L I A M S L AU R E AT E CO N D U C TO R

2019 season may–june

800-933-4255 · bostonpops.org · groupsales@bso.org

opening night and season sponsor
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Fruitlands Museum

new to see at Fruitlands,” Marshall said.
“Come explore the vastness of the collection and the beauty of the grounds.” n
Fruitlands Museum
978-456-3924
fruitlands.org
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New Jersey

West Orange, Morristown, Morris Plains & Princeton
Despite its relatively small geographic size, New Jersey has
produced a significant number of noteworthy people.
This itinerary planner from the New Jersey Division of Travel
and Tourism presents local legends and colorful characters.
It gives group travelers the opportunity to meet some of the
intriguing people on New Jersey’s “who’s who” list.
Learn more about Thomas Edison’s inventive wizardry,
George Washington’s leadership during the Revolutionary War,
the Craftsman-style furniture of designer Gustav Stickley and the
notable people around Princeton.
New Jersey Division of Travel and Tourism
609-292-4239
visitnj.org

SEE

Get a glimpse into the
genius behind the motion
picture camera, the electric
light and the phonograph.
The Thomas Edison
National Historical Park
in West Orange preserves
Edison’s laboratory and
residence to provide a
look into the day-to-day life
of America’s most prolific
inventor.
Thomas Edison National
Historical Park
973-736-0550, ext. 11
nps.gov/edis

TOUR

For insights into the
style and design philosophy
called Arts and Crafts, visit
the home of Gustav Stickley,
one of the movement’s
major figures. The Stickley
Museum at Craftsman
Farms is a National Historic
Landmark located in Morris
Plains. Stickley combined
the roles of designer,
manufacturer, architect,
philosopher and social critic.
The Stickley Museum
at Craftsman Farms
973-540-0311
stickleymuseum.org

DISCOVER

Princeton Tour
Company’s walking tour
covers the town’s notable
citizens, including Albert
Einstein, Woodrow Wilson,
James Madison, Grover
Cleveland, F. Scott Fitzgerald
and T.S. Eliot, plus historic
Revolutionary War sites to
boot. Check out Princeton’s
spooky side with a ghost tour,
too. The company specializes
in year-round private group
tours.
Princeton Tour Company
855-743-1415
princetontourcompany.com

LEARN

See what life was like for
Gen. George Washington
during the coldest winter of
the American Revolutionary
War. Morristown National
Historical Park in Morristown
consists of three important
sites: Jockey Hollow, Ford
Mansion and Fort Nonsense.
Established in 1933,
Morristown was the nation’s
first national historical park.
Morristown National
Historical Park
nps.gov/morr

Clockwise from top: Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Thomas Edison National Historical Park, NPS, Princeton Tour Company, Kristen H. Sensenig, NPS

GroupTour.com
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Art and natural world merge at Grounds for Sculpture
Offering a quiet respite from the
everyday world, Grounds for Sculpture in
Hamilton is an oasis of greenery and art.
“Grounds for Sculpture is such a unique
experience when you come here because it
is both a museum and a sculpture garden,”
said Libby Vieira da Cunha, manager of

group visits. “Unlike going to just a botanical garden or museum, we have a combination of both of those things.”
The garden/museum has six indoor
gallery spaces featuring works by emerging artists as well as established artists,
including more than 270 sculptures.
Trained docents lead tours, and special
rates are available for groups of 15 or
more. Private tours also can be scheduled
with advanced booking. The garden has
accessible pathways and offers wheelchairs
and motorized scooters for rental.
For hands-on experiences, Grounds for
Sculpture offers team-building activities,
hands-on art making, sculpture hunts and
other programs, da Cunha said.
“There’s just so much to do here,” said
Coby Green-Rifkin, director of marketing
communications. “You can get as im-

mersed in art as you want. You can just
stroll in the gardens, and it’s absolutely
beautiful. You can make art. You can get
inspired. You can just bring your favorite
book and sit on a bench. It’s really all about
the individual and the kind of experience
they want to create.”
Grounds for Sculpture also can create
experiences for groups.
“If they want to get their hands dirty
and make something, or if they want to
learn more about the sculpture garden or
specific works, Libby and her team can
provide tours,” Green-Rifkin said. “It’s a
very magical place.”
Free motorcoach parking is available. n
Grounds for Sculpture
609-586-0616
groundsforsculpture.org

Split Ritual II by Beverly Pepper

David Howarth
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OUR BOARDWALK
A world of entertaining and exciting
experiences awaits in Atlantic City. Up and
down our world-famous Boardwalk, and

Y

throughout your entire Atlantic City stay, you’ll
experience the ultimate in tax-free shopping,
award-winning dining for every taste, fun
amusements and great local attractions.
Atlantic City offers the perfect setting to
experience an exciting getaway and create
memories that will last a lifetime.

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-449-7151 or
hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it was
meant to be experienced. Call today to book your Atlantic City Experience.

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey
Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism.

TourAtlanticCity.com
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New York
Binghamton

Located in central New York state at the intersection of
Interstate 81, Interstate 88 and NY-17, the Greater Binghamton
area offers a big-city feel with upstate appeal. Visitors
encounter endless opportunities for dining, entertainment,
shopping and touring.
“Greater Binghamton is a place to be explored,” said Cassie
Green, sales and social media manager for Visit Binghamton.
“With our rich history and unique experiences, we have
something exceptional for every group desiring to travel to our
area. We challenge you to be part of our story, while discovering
your own.”
Greater Binghamton has many options from meal stops and
day tours to multiday and hub-and-spoke tours.
Visit Binghamton provided these itinerary planer ideas.
Visit Binghamton
800-836-6740
visitbinghamton.org

DO

With six restored, antique
carousels Binghamton is
known as the “Carousel
Capital of the World.”
Rides are always free on
the carousels, which were
a Johnson family gift.
Carousels operate in the
summer and are located in C.
Fred Johnson Park, George
W. Johnson Park, West
Endicott Park, Highland Park,
Recreation Park and Ross
Park Zoo.
Visit Binghamton
800-836-6740
visitbinghamton.org
Visit Binghamton
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DISCOVER

Head to Animal
Adventure, an interactive
animal park in Harpursville.
Guests can hand-feed
domestic and exotic animals.
One or two keeper talks
are arranged during visits,
allowing the group to get
hands-on with the animals
and learn from the keeper.
See YouTube star April the
Giraffe, Oliver and Tajiri.
Animal Adventure
607-760-4429
theanimaladventure
park.com

TOUR

Roberson Museum
and Science Center is
Greater Binghamton’s largest
year-round tourist attraction
and features exhibitions and
programs in art, history and
science education. It is home
to the region’s largest public
model train display, a digital
planetarium, the Roberson
Mansion and the Binghamton
Visitor Center. Guided tours
are available.
Roberson Museum
and Science Center
607-772-0660
roberson.org

SHOP

Go to Windy Hill Candle
Factory & Candyland, which
offers top-selling candles and
old-fashioned retro candy.
Since 1995 the business in
Port Crane, just outside of
Binghamton, has provided
factory outlet pricing direct
to retailers and consumers.
Operators can contact
Windy Hill for a private
candle-making tour and
demonstration for a group for
a fee.
Windy Hill Candle Factory
& Candyland
607-693-2429
windyhillcandlefactory.com

new york

The Long Island Museum
interprets island’s heritage
The Long Island Museum in Stony
Brook is dedicated to American history
and art with a Long Island connection.
A Smithsonian Affiliate, the museum
works to impart an understanding and
appreciation of Long Island’s rich history
and diverse cultures.
“Most people who are familiar with
The Long Island Museum know it for its
carriage collection, but it’s so much more
than that,” said Julie Diamond, director of
communications.
The museum displays a variety of
changing art- and history-themed exhibits.
“We have exhibitions on American art
and history, along with lectures, concerts,
film screenings, gallery tours, family
programs and much more,” Diamond
said. “There is always something going

on for any age group
and we pride ourselves
in guaranteeing that
we will have engaging
experiences whenever
they come.”
The Dorothy and
Ward Melville Carriage House holds
more than 100 horse-drawn carriages
from the 19th century.
The museum comprises seven buildings.
The grounds feature outdoor sculptures, a
cemetery and gardens.
The Long Island Museum offers
discounts for groups with 10 or more
people. For an extra fee and with advance
notice, groups can experience a guided
tour with a museum docent or curator.
“The museum is open Thursday

The Long Island Museum

through Sunday to the general public,
but we can arrange tours on other days,
depending on availability,” Diamond said.
“We also coordinate with other businesses in the Stony Brook area to offer
customized tour packages.”
The museum’s three parking lots can
accommodate motorcoaches. n
The Long Island Museum
631-751-0066
longislandmuseum.org

VISIT THE TOP OF THE WORLD
WITH YOUR GROUP TODAY!
∫ Lunch combos available
∫ STEM aligned educational guide
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:

GROUPS@ONEWORLDOBSERVATORY.COM
& use code: TOUR2019

ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY
ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER
285 FULTON STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007

GroupTour.com
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SPONSORED CONTENT

NEXT
STOP

Photo: Stu Gallagher

C RNING
and ≤e sou≤ern

FINGER LAKES
CORNING & THE SOUTHERN FINGER LAKES
MAKES THE PERFECT GROUP TOUR DESTINATION!

Explore the art, science, and history of glass at The Corning
Museum of Glass, and leave plenty of time for shopping in the
GlassMarket, or in the many stores and boutiques of Corning’s
Gaffer District on historic Market Street. Explore The Rockwell
Museum, upstate New York’s only Smithsonian Affiliate, make
your own glass souvenir at Hands-on Glass Studio, or visit the
wineries of the Keuka Wine Trail.
Spend time in small towns voted ‘Coolest’ and ‘Most
Fun’ in America. There is so much to do, you’ll need
more than just a day trip! With award-winning wine, great
group-friendly activities, and fun towns, everything you
need can be found right here. Visit the Group Tour page
on our website for itinerary ideas, our calendar of events,
and to request specific assistance with your tour.
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CORNINGFINGERLAKES.COM

SPONSORED CONTENT
Photo: Stu Gallagher

AMERICA’S MECCA
FOR GLASS

FINGER LAKES
WINE

CRADLE OF
AVIATION

Explore 35 centuries of glass artifacts, and
be prepared to ask “How Did They Do That?”
as you encounter stunning contemporary art.
Watch master glassblowers transform molten
glass before your eyes, then create your own
glass memento. Stop by the Innovation Center
for glass-breaking, fiber-optic, and flameworking demonstrations., and everything from
space shuttle windows to flight simulators to
massive telescope lenses. Prepare to see
glass in a whole new light.

With thirteen wineries — including the first
bonded winery in the U.S., a winery founded
on the motto of wine with laughter, a winery
that has been eco-friendly since it started over
four decades ago, and another winery which
sparked the Vinifera Revolution in the Eastern
United States — our winemaking roots run
deep and the experiences to be found here
are quite diverse.

Chances are, you never learned about
Glenn H Curtiss in any history books, despite
his being a motorcycle pioneer, daredevil,
and “fastest man on earth,” or despite his
eventually being called the Father of the
American Aviation Industry and Father of Naval
Aviation. The Glenn H. Curtiss Museum brings
to life the story of this small-town innovator and
explains why Hammondsport is considered
the Cradle of Aviation.

CORNING’S GAFFER
DISTRICT

FABULOUS
FLX FOOD

PLACES TO
STAY

Stroll along brick sidewalks and explore
this charming downtown. With over 100
boutiques, antique stores, speciality shops, art
galleries, glass studios, and restaurants there’s
a lot to discover in Corning’s Gaffer District.
The site of several popular events, including
GlassFest which has been called one of the
Top 100 Events in North America multiple
times by the American Bus Association, the
historic district in this town of less than 11,000
people is always pulsing with activity. See for
yourself why Market Street was named one of
the “Great Streets in 2013” by the American
Planning Association and why it has been
emulated by cities and towns across the
country as a model for downtown revitalization.

With world-class wines and award-winning
brews, it shouldn’t be a surprise that Corning
is also turning heads for our exceptional food.
Here, you can choose to be picky! From
casual mom-and-pop diners to elegant Italian
bistros, there are restaurants in Corning to
suit every taste. Here, you’ll find people who
are passionate about the food they serve and
the experience they create. Our chefs know
the value of buying products from local farms
and farmers markets to make sure you have
the finest Finger Lakes products available
– extending far beyond the famous wines.
Whether it’s laid-back or fine dining, succulent
break-out-the-bib BBQ or exquisite multicourse meals, farm-to-table cuisine or unique
eclectic fare, you’ll soon discover food is
another major reason people flock to Corning
and the Southern Finger Lakes.

Consider Corning and the Southern Finger
Lakes as your destination headquarters
– the place where your group musters
before exploring all the area has to offer.
With accommodation choices ranging from
downtown hotels withing walking distance
of Corning’s Gaffer District’s shopping and
dining, to those located closer to wine country,
we have an option for your group.

CORNINGFINGERLAKES.COM

Glassblowing photos courtesy
The Corning Museum of Glass

GroupTour.com
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Bethel Woods
Center for the
Arts marks
Woodstock’s
golden
anniversary
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts,
located at the historic site of the 1969
Woodstock festival, is commemorating the
festival’s golden anniversary this year.
The Woodstock Music and Art Fair
occurred in Bethel 50 years ago in August.
Bethel Woods Center for Arts remains
committed to perpetuating the legacy of
the Woodstock festival by preserving its
history and illustrating the lasting power
of music and the arts.
According to Emily Casey, public relations manager, the center offers experienc-

Courtesy of Bethel Woods Center for the Arts

es and packages that will captivate groups
of all ages and interests.
“At Bethel Woods, your group can
experience a diverse range of exceptional
programs and events, explore the National
Register Historic Site of the 1969 Wood-

stock festival and the award-winning
Museum of Bethel Woods, which tells the
story of the 1960s and Woodstock, or enjoy a world-class concert or festival in our
bucolic Sullivan Catskills setting,” Casey
said. “Our attentive and professional staff
will help you plan the most memorable
visit.”
The 800-acre campus includes an
amphitheater, an indoor Event Gallery, the
Museum at Bethel Woods and a Conservatory for arts education programming.
The museum immerses visitors in the
1960s’ societal evolution. Exhibits, artifacts
and programs present the roots of today’s
freedom of expression and resurgent human spirit. Those viewpoints defined the
politics, music, art and societal issues of
the ’60s, which culminated in the Woodstock festival.
For tour planners who make advance
reservations, the center will customize fulland partial-day packages and itineraries.
Customized museum and Woodstock
historic site tours are available for an additional charge. Availability is limited, and
a two-week advance notice is required.
Docent-led museum tours are available; a
three-week advance notice is required.
A variety of dining options can be arranged based on group size and budget. n
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts
845-583-2060
bethelwoodscenter.org
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Pennsylvania
Laurel Highlands

Last year, the Pennsylvania Tourism Office honored
Pennsylvania native and children’s TV pioneer Fred Rogers and
announced a Fred Rogers Trail.
The tourism office worked with Fred Rogers Productions,
the McFeely-Rogers Foundation, the Laurel Highlands Visitors
Bureau and Visit Pittsburgh.
“The Laurel Highlands is known for a wide array of
exceptional touring opportunities,” said Stacey Magda, director
of tourism development for the Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau.
“The past year has brought a lot of new experiences, and
the creation of the Fred Rogers Trail will give us yet another
incredible way to welcome groups to our neighborhood.”
Here are some stops on the Fred Rogers Trail in the Laurel
Highlands.
Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau
724-238-5661
laurelhighlands.org

SEE

RELAX

Stop at the Fred Rogers
Center at Saint Vincent
College in Latrobe to see
artifacts like Mister Rogers’
iconic sweaters, shoes and
puppets. Visitors also get
a glimpse of Rogers’ life,
from the time he was born in
the Laurel Highlands to the
impact he made on people all
over the world.

The Fred Rogers statue
in James H. Rogers Park
gives visitors an opportunity
to take a selfie while sitting
on the bench with a lifelike statue of Rogers. The
park, named in memory of
Fred’s father, is located at
the intersection of Main and
Jefferson streets in downtown
Latrobe.

Fred Rogers Center
724-805-2750
fredrogerscenter.org

Laurel Highlands Visitors
Bureau
724-238-5661
laurelhighlands.org

RIDE

Idlewild and Soakzone
in Ligonier provides an
opportunity for guests to
take a trolley through “Daniel
Tiger’s Neighborhood.”
The original Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood of MakeBelieve attraction operated in
the park from 1989 through
2013. After the 2013 season,
it was closed and replaced
by the current Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood ride.
Idlewild and Soakzone
724-238-6784
idlewild.com

Clockwise from top: Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, Jim Murphy, Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau (3)
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SHOP

Visit Latrobe Art Center
in the Rogers Building, which
is located a few steps from
the James H. Rogers Park.
Fred’s sister, Nancy Rogers
Crozier, was instrumental in
the center’s creation in 2002.
The membership gallery
provides the opportunity for
local artists to display and
market their work. Shop for
Fred Rogers’s memorabilia.
Latrobe Art Center
724-537-7011
latrobeartcenter.org

pennsylvania

Discover Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Usonian home in Kentuck Knob
Give groups a fascinating and
educational tour of a home designed by
America’s premier architect, Frank Lloyd
Wright, in Chalk Hill.
Designed by Wright and completed
in 1956, Kentuck Knob represented
what Wright called a “Usonian” home.
This reflected his vision of the American
landscape in small, single-story dwellings with flat roofs, large, cantilevered
overhangs and natural lighting. It served
as the Hagan family home for almost 30
years.
Two group tours are available. The
Guided House Tour takes guests through
the interior and exterior of the home.
Guests will learn about the Hagans,
Wright and his vision for the home. The
Guided House Tour is about 30 to 40
minutes. Maximum group size is 14.
The second tour provides an extended interpretation of the house, including
secondary spaces not available on the

Guided House Tour, providing a deeper
understanding of the building as well
as highlighting some of the collections.
This tour is about 90 minutes and the
maximum group size is 10.
“Kentuck Knob seamlessly integrates
architecture and sculpture into the beautiful landscape and provides fascinating
insight into Wright’s creative genius,”
said Mary Ann Perkins, operations
manager. “A great believer in the intrinsic beauty of natural materials, Wright
combined the region’s native fieldstone
with tidewater red cypress to create a
chorus of color and texture.”
After both tours, guests may explore
the grounds, sculpture collection and
experience magnificent views of the
Youghiogheny River Gorge.
One group leader and one bus driver
receive complimentary admission for
groups over 20. The minimum number
for a group tour special rate is 14 people.

Kentuck Knob

Fresh box lunches and breakfasts
from the local Ohiopyle Bakery are
available upon request.
Advance ticket purchase is essential
for all tours at Kentuck Knob. n
Kentuck Knob
724 329-1901
kentuckknob.com

Book Now | 215-684-7863
GroupTour.com
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Valley
Forge
Find history and more
in Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania
By Michael C. McLaughlin

Cannon display at Valley Forge National Historical Park

E

tched into national memory as the
winter quarters for George Washington’s
troops, Valley Forge is a vibrant historical site. Nearly 250 years after the winter
that tested the mettle of the Continental
Army, Valley Forge is an ideal grouptour destination offering diverse immersive activities.
“Group travelers are looking for
more interactive experiences,” said Marc
Kaminetsky, CTIS, director of sports,
tourism and convention sales for the
Valley Forge Tourism & Convention
Board. “Travelers want to be immersed
in opportunities that bring the site to life
and personalize the visit.”
Nestled just 18 miles from Center
City Philadelphia, Valley Forge is home
82
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to a 3,500-acre National Historical Park,
King of Prussia Mall — the nation’s
largest shopping mall — and a trail of
artisan vintners and brewers. Outdoor
attractions and a picturesque cultural
district allow operators to tailor group
visits and craft a memorable tour that
actively engages travelers.

Valley Forge National
Historical Park

Washington led his 12,000-man army
into winter quarters at Valley Forge in
December 1777. Lack of supplies and
the harsh weather presented challenges.
Nevertheless, it was there that Baron
Friedrich von Steuben, a Prussian drill

master recently arrived from Europe,
improved the army’s battle techniques
— boosting morale and the army’s skill.
“Walking through the physical space
of Washington’s encampment adds a
new dynamic to understanding that
historic winter,” Kaminetsky said.
The story of the lives of colonial
regulars and the colorful biographies of
leaders are interpreted at the park. Local
guides customize visits by boarding the
motorcoach to narrate or ride alongside
travelers on guided bicycle trips through
the site.
“Guides can tailor the tour to focus
on a theme like women in the encampment or the leadership style of George
Washington,” Kaminetsky said.

“Group travelers are looking for more interactive experiences.”

Workhorse Brewing Company,
King of Prussia

MontCo Makers
Thirty craft breweries, wineries and
distilleries make up the MontCo Makers trail. MontCo is short for Montgomery County.

The John James 		
Audubon Center
at Mills Grove
Pairing education and an experience
in the field, the Audubon Center places
visitors right in the shoes of John James
Audubon himself.
A new education museum and center
will teach visitors about birds and their
behavior.
“Interactive experiences are taking
flight at the Audubon Center,” Kaminetsky said.
Visitors can put their new-found
knowledge to the test as they stroll 5
miles of trails to view blue jays, owls and
several other species. n

Bryn Athyn
The 1.9-square-mile borough of
Bryn Athyn is the picturesque setting for
four historic buildings.
At the heart of the enclave is the
Bryn Athyn Cathedral, a soaring
Gothic structure that reflects England’s
Gloucester Cathedral. The cathedral is
Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board

Valley Forge National
Historical Park

“Visitors enjoy being able to go on
tour with a brewer and learn about the
steps in the art of beer making before
sampling a flight,” Kaminetsky said.
“Whether it be the owner or the brewer,
their passion for the craft comes out.”

Valley Forge National
Historical Park

At the Workhorse Brewing Company
in King of Prussia, an experiential tasting
room is on tap for visitors to enjoy. Before
the first pour, tour the brewing operation
and learn how hops and the fermentation
process create a palette of tastes.

renowned for its stunning collection of
stained glass. Inspired by the design and
techniques of medieval craftsmen, the
hand-blown glass illustrates Scripture
in vivid color. Visitors are welcome to
attend services or arrange for a personalized tour to learn more about the cathedral’s history and artistic influences.
Cairnwood Estate, Glencairn and
Cairncrest are all castle-like buildings
originally designed as private residences
for the Pitcairn family.
Glencairn features more than 90
rooms on 10 floors and an iconic ninestory tower. Visitors take in the elaborate
metal and mosaic work as they explore a
collection of 8,000 pieces of religious art
from cultures ancient and new.
Christmas at Glencairn features the
castle bedecked in holiday decor. During
Meet the Artist weekends, encounter
artists in Glencairn’s Great Hall and
learn about their techniques. n
Valley Forge Tourism
& Convention Board
800-441-3549, ext. 7981
valleyforge.org
Glencairn, Bryn Athyn
GroupTour.com
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PHILADELPHIA

LOVE Park / John F. Kennedy Plaza

Arts & Culture: What’s Not to Love?
Around every corner of Philadelphia is a chance to uncover a rich and authentic
blend of classic and modern art. Fall in Love as you spend a day amidst old-world
architecture, renowned museums and iconic parks. Get out and take in all that our
city has to offer.

Explore the possibilities at discoverPHL.com/groups
For Customized Itinerary Planning, contact:
Jim DePhilippo | 215-636-3312 or jim@discoverPHL.com

THE ONLY MUSEUM of the U.S. CONSTITUTION
Independence Mall Ì Philadelphia, PA

BOOK
YOUR G
ROUP
EXPER
IENCE
TODAY!

BOOK
ROUP
YOUR G CE
IEN
EXPER
TODAY!

Contact Gina Romanelli at gina@constitutioncenter.org or 215.409.6695
Contact Gina Romanelli
at gina@constitutioncenter.org
Independence
Mall Ì Philadelphia, PA or 215.409.6695

DON’T MISS THE MUSEUM EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT!

∞dd
“
this to your bucket list and go!”

– Eleanor L.
Washington, DC

B O O K Y O U R V I S I T T O D AY !

groups@amrevmuseum.org

W W W. A M R E V M U S E U M .O R G
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Rhode Island
Bristol

Bristol, a quintessential New England waterfront town, is
located on a peninsula, with Narragansett Bay on its west and
Mount Hope Bay on its east.
The well-preserved waterfront district contains commercial
enterprises, civic buildings, churches, mills, sailors’ shacks and
slave-traders’ mansions that tell the history of Bristol since its
founding in 1680.
Bristol is the home of the oldest Fourth of July celebration in
the United States. The official and historic Celebration, Patriotic
Exercises was established in 1785. The celebration officially
starts on June 14, Flag Day, and concludes with the 2½-mile
Military, Civic and Firemen’s Parade on July 4.
Many groups stop for a meal at The Lobster Pot., located
alongside Bristol Harbor.
Explore Bristol
explorebristolri.com

TOUR

Linden Place mansion,
built in 1810 by the seafaring
George DeWolf, reflects the
prosperity of the DeWolf
merchant princes and
the exquisite Adamesque
Federal taste inspired by
the architecture of ancient
Greece and Rome. Tour
highlights include tales of
DeWolf family exploits, from
their privateering and slave
trading to financial ruin and
return to prosperity.
Linden Place
401-253-0390
lindenplace.org

DISCOVER

Head to Herreshoff
Marine Museum/America’s
Cup Hall of Fame,
dedicated to the Herreshoff
Manufacturing Company
and the America’s Cup. The
company, in business from
1878 to 1945, produced fast
sailing yachts, including eight
America’s Cup defenders and
steam-powered vessels.
Herreshoff Marine
Museum/America’s Cup
Hall of Fame
401-253-5000
herreshoff.org

HIKE

The nonprofit Mount
Hope Farm offers over
2 miles of hiking trails,
a nationally recognized
arboretum, a Civil War-era
barn and gardens. See the
farm’s Southdown sheep
and dwarf Nigerian goats.
The 12 rooms of the Mount
Hope Inn are situated in three
buildings, the oldest being
the circa 1745 Governor
Bradford House, where
George Washington stayed.
Mount Hope Farm
401-254-1745
mounthopefarm.org

SEE

Blithewold, Mansion,
Gardens & Arboretum is
a 33-acre estate with lawns
and gardens sweeping
down to Narragansett Bay.
Augustus and Bessie Van
Wickle purchased it in 1894
as their summer retreat. The
mansion and outbuildings,
gardens, original furnishings
and art, and rich family
archival collections create an
authentic visitor experience.
Blithewold Mansion,
Gardens & Arboretum
401-253-2707
blithewold.org

Clockwise from top: U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Paul S. Martinez, Blithewold Mansion, Gardens & Arboretum, Mount Hope Farm, Herreshoff Marine Museum, Linden Place

86

March 2019

rhode island

Trace US history at
John Brown House Museum
Learn about the life and times of the
family that is the namesake of Brown
University at John Brown House Museum in Providence.
“Groups will walk through John
Brown’s mansion, in the footsteps of
George Washington, Abigail Adams and
other historical figures who once visited,
and experience for themselves what it
was like to live in the brand-new United
States at the end of the 18th century,”
said Shawn Badgley, communications
manager for the John Brown House
Museum.
John Brown was a politician, patriot
and slave trader in the 18th century. The
home was built in 1788 for the Brown
family and was the first mansion to be
built in Providence.
“The tour will discuss some of the
most pressing issues of the day: slavery,
the American Revolution, the China

trade and the major role Rhode Island
played in the history of our nation,”
Badgley said.
Topics groups encounter at the
museum include slavery, political issues
and the role that Rhode Island played in
the history of the United States and the
American Revolution.
Groups explore and learn via a
docent-led guided tour or a self-guided
audio tour. Each tour lasts for about one
hour.
A variety of add-on options can be
included along with the regular tour.
Among the options are a walking tour,
a women’s history walk and a H.P.
Lovecraft Walk: A Literary Life. Walking
tours are seasonal and run between May
and October, with all tours departing
from the John Brown House Museum.
Custom tours are an option. Check
with the museum for availability and

John Brown House Museum

specific details.
A motorcoach drop-off zone is available on Power Street, and museum parking is available on Charlesfield Street. n
John Brown House Museum
401-331-8575, ext. 362
rihs.org/museums/john-brown-house

GroupTour.com
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Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C., draws millions of visitors each year.
Destination DC, the district’s official destination marketing
organization, announced a record 22.8 million total visitors to
the nation’s capital in 2017, up 3.6 percent over 2016.
“Washington, D.C., welcomed 20.8 million domestic visitors
[in 2017], up 4.2 percent, and 2 million overseas visitors, up
2.5 percent,” said Elliott L. Ferguson, II, president and CEO of
Destination DC. “We’ve seen eight years of consecutive growth.
At the end of the day, what we do to attract visitors is economic
development, resulting in $7.5 billion spent by travelers.”
Here are some group travel favorites in Washington, D.C.
Destination DC
washington.org

SEE

Built to honor the 16th
U.S. president, the Lincoln
Memorial anchors the
western end of the National
Mall. The National Park
Service has announced
plans for a $25 million
renovation of the memorial,
adding new services and
design to enhance the visitor
experience, including the
activation of space below the
monument.
Lincoln Memorial
202-426-6841
nps.gov/linc

TOUR

Tudor Place is a wellpreserved neoclassical
estate, built by Martha
Washington’s granddaughter
and lived in by six
generations of her family.
Through landscape,
architecture and collections,
it tells the story of a family
and their young nation,
showcasing American design,
labor, politics and technology
from the agricultural to the
digital age.
Tudor Place
202-965-0400
tudorplace.org

EAT

DISCOVER

Head to Union Station
for dining. The restored
mixed-use, intermodal
transportation and shopping
center is located just blocks
from the U.S. Capitol.
Designed by architect Daniel
Burnham, the station opened
on Oct. 27, 1907. The
Union Station Meal Voucher
Program is one of the most
used voucher programs in
the district.

Visit Washington
National Cathedral. In
addition to the highlights
tour, there are a number
of specialty tours. All must
be reserved in advance
for groups. From its 112
gargoyles to the 215 stainedglass windows, the cathedral
presents whimsy and wonder.
It was completed in 1990, 83
years to the day after it was
begun.

Union Station
202-289-1908
unionstationdc.com

Washington National
Cathedral
202-537-6200
cathedral.org

Clockwise from top: Courtesy of washington.org, Washington National Cathedral, Courtesy of washington.org, Tudor Place, Courtesy of washington.org
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washington, d.c.

STONEWALL AND THE
LGBTQ RIGHTS MOVEMENT
OPENS MARCH 8, 2019

NEWSEUM.ORG
Flag: Loan, Mark Segal, LGBT pioneer, Publisher Philadelphia Gay News

COMING MAY 2019

National Building Museum
inspires awe
The National Building Museum in
Washington, D.C., is something of an
exhibit in itself.
What is now the museum was built
between 1882 and 1887 to house the
headquarters of the United States Pension
Bureau, to provide a suitably grand space
for Washington’s social and political functions, and to commemorate the service of
those who fought on the side of the Union
during the Civil War.
“The National Building Museum
strives to work with groups to craft their
visit and then provide information and
communication that will foster a smooth
process from start to finish,” said Kristen
Sheldon, volunteer and intern manager.
“Groups will benefit from tours led by volunteer docents with extensive knowledge
and personal experience that gives each
tour a unique voice.”
A variety of tour options are available
to help best meet the needs and interests of
specific groups. The main tour offering is
an overview of the history and architecture
of the museum’s historic building. Additionally, the museum offers tours of some
of its exhibitions. Many groups will come
for a tour and then spend time exploring
the exhibitions and gift shop.
“Upon walking into the museum, visi-

Kevin Allen
Photography

tors are literally awestruck by the magnificent, soaring great hall with its 75-foot-tall
Corinthian columns and babbling fountain,” Sheldon said. “Our historic building
is rich in architectural detail and interesting features such as: the original passive
ventilation system and the “time capsules”
hidden in some of the hollow second-floor
columns. Of course, you can’t beat the
view from the fourth floor, only available
on one of our tours.”
Sheldon said the museum does its best
to be flexible and accommodating with
groups, and it is able to best do that with
ample lead time and good information.
When in doubt, operators are encouraged
to call the museum.
On March 9, the museum opened
“HOOPS,” a new exhibition of photographer Bill Bamberger’s work documenting
private and community basketball courts
around the country and abroad. Hauntingly devoid of people, Bamberger’s photographs are nonetheless neighborhood and
community portraits, reflecting basketball’s importance and appeal. “HOOPS” is
on view through Jan. 6, 2020. n
National Building Museum
202-272-2448
nbm.org

410-730-8311

TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change. • Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

ROCK OF AGES

TENTH ANNIVERSARY TOUR

RAIN

A TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES

AMERICAN BALLET
THEATRE
SWAN LAKE
AND MANY MORE!

BOOK YOUR 2019
GROUP TODAY!
CONTACT GROUP SALES:

703.255.1851

GROUPSALES@WOLFTRAP.ORG
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Niagara Falls

Niagara Falls is one of the most popular attractions in all
of Canada and world renowned, for good reason. The historic
natural wonder is one of the largest waterfalls in terms of size
and volume of water, connecting the largest freshwater lake
system in the world.
New categories of attractions abound along with world-class
accommodations, casinos, wineries, restaurants, entertainment
and shopping. A new zip line by the falls, a speedway on Clifton
Hill, entertainment complex and a new Table Rock House
Restaurant are open or soon will be.
“First-time visitors can be assured that Niagara Falls has
never been better, and experienced visitors can plan on it being
better than before,” said Victor Ferraiuolo, communications
manager for Niagara Falls Tourism.
Niagara Falls Tourism
800-56FALLS
niagarafallstourism.com

SEE

Standing at the brink
of Niagara Falls is a must,
but some other unique
experiences are just as awe
inspiring and exhilarating.
Journey Behind the Falls
consists of a lower platform
beside the falls and tunnels
carved underneath tons of
rock with viewing portals
behind the falls.
Niagara Parks
877-642-7275
niagaraparks.com

Niagara Falls Tourism

90

March 2019

ZIP

Wildplay’s MistRider
Zipline to the Falls
makes for one of the most
suspended fast-moving
sensational experiences.
Four parallel zip lines have
participants traverse the
American Falls and head
face on to the Canadian
Horseshoe Falls at 70-plus
kilometers per hour (43 mph)
over tree tops beside the
gorge day or night.
Wildplay MistRider Zipline
to the Falls
800-263-7073
niagarafalls.wildplay.com

SAIL

Hornblower Niagara
Cruises offers a variety
of up close and personal
experiences. In Voyage to the
Falls Boat Tour, passengers
experience the awesome
power, thundering roar and
amazing mist of the falls. The
Falls Fireworks Cruise is one
of the most thrilling ways to
see Niagara Falls at night.
Hornblower Niagara
Cruises
855-264-2427
niagaracruises.com

FLY

For the highest and
most scenic view of the
falls, Niagara Helicopters
answers the call. For over
50 years, the company has
thrilled passengers from
all over the world with this
mode of travel and providing
vistas as far as the eye can
see. Airbus H130 helicopters
operate every day, weather
permitting, year-round.
Niagara Helicopters
800-281-8034
niagarahelicopters.com

ontario

1-877-717-4837
ganboatline.com
Daily 1, 2.5 and 5 Hour Cruises!

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

2019 SEASON

13 plays including Brigadoon,
The Ladykillers, Cyrano de
Bergerac, The Glass Menagerie
and Holiday Inn.

SHAWFEST.COM | 1-800-511-SHAW
Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Group Tour Magazine
Insertion Date: March Issue Size: 2.25in x 4.75in
Contact: BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications

Shaw Festival
stages
masterpieces
Shaw Festival produces theatrical treasures in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
The 2019 season, its 57th, runs from
April 6 to Dec. 22 and features drama,
musicals and family shows.
On the playbill are: Man and Superman, Cyrano de Bergerac, The Glass
Menagerie, Rope, Getting Married, Lerner
and Loewe’s Brigadoon, The Ladykillers,
The Horse and His Boy, The Russian Play,
Victory, Sex, Irving Berlin’s Holiday Inn
and A Christmas Carol.
“The Shaw Festival is a perfect option
for groups looking to fit some theater”
into their busy Niagara itinerary,” said Wes
Brown, senior manager, group and onsite sales. “Full- or multi-day immersive
experiences can be customized to include
a performance, behind-the-scenes peek
on our backstage tours, exclusive chats
with members of our acting ensemble and
on-site dining in the Festival Theatre Café.
Our expert group sales representatives are
ready to guide and assist you through our
seamless process that allows you to truly
tailor a theater visit to your group’s unique
interests.”
Tim Carroll, artistic director, said he
could afford to be bold in his play choices
in 2019 because of the festival’s incredible
ensemble.
“I have worked all over the world, but I
have never been blessed with such a strong

David Cooper

group of actors,” Carroll said. “They can
dance; they can sing; they are great comedians; they can break your heart. Most of
all, they are masters of language. We hope
you’ll join us to revel at the brilliance of
these talented artists.”
The festival’s three performance spaces
are the 856-seat Festival Theatre, the 265seat Jackie Maxwell Studio Theatre and the
305-seat Royal George Theatre.
Groups of 15-plus are eligible for
special pricing.
Niagara-on-the-Lake is located in
Niagara wine country, and many operators
include tastings and tours at area wineries and vineyards in conjunction with a
performance. n
Shaw Festival
800-511-7429
shawfest.com

IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN TORONTO
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20,000 ANIMALS, 450 SPECIES, DAILY DIVE SHOWS AND MORE!

647-351-3474 EXT. 2642 • 1-877-773-1497 (TOLL FREE)

GROUPS@RIPLEYSAQUARIUMOFCANADA.COM

WWW.RIPLEYSAQUARIUMOFCANADA.COM
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Niagara Falls Museums
relate area’s story
Niagara Falls Museums help visitors
connect with the vast history of a unique
area. As the organization’s tag line states:
“Come for the Falls, Fall for the History.”
The history museum explores everything from the indigenous cultures
that have lived and continue to live in
the community to the daredevils that
tempted fate around the power of Niagara Falls.
The museum was expanded in 2012
and provides many hands-on learning
activities for all ages.
Visits can be developed to meet the
needs of a group and can also include a
trip up to the Drummond Hill Cemetery and/or the Battle Ground Hotel
Museum, said Clark Bernat, museums
and culture manager.
The cemetery is the site of the bloodiest battle of the War of 1812. Visitors
learn about the British- and Americanled forces that met on that property.
Smaller groups also can visit the
museum’s 1850s tavern and learn about
life in Niagara Falls at the start of the
tourism boom.
“Groups love the attention our staff
provide to visitors,” Bernat said. “We
are passionate about our community
and can provide you with a hands-on
experience. Groups get to hold a replica
1812 musket, try on a uniform and walk
a tight rope. These activities, delivered
by our staff, provide a lasting memory
and great photo opportunities for our
visitors.”
Bernat said a visit to the Niagara
Falls History Museum is different every
time.
“We provide a regular rotation of
exhibitions in our OPG (Ontario Power
Generation) Gallery,” Bernat said. “Past
exhibitions have ranged from international art exhibitions to national traveling exhibitions, to our own in-house
award-winning exhibitions on local
history. As well, a visit to the cemetery
is also a visit to a National Historic

Site, this is the location of the Battle of
Lundy’s Lane, and your guests will understand the issues at stake that led to an
American invasion into Canada and the
impact that had on our community.”
The history museum is located with-

TORONTO

THE ATRE
“

in the renovated and expanded former
Stamford Town Hall, built in 1874. n
Niagara Falls Museums
905-358-5082
niagarafallsmuseums.ca

@

ONE OF THE MOST
REMARKABLE SHOWS IN
MUSICAL THEATER HISTORY.”
–Peter Marks,

BEGINS MARCH 5
ROYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE

“THIS HEART-WARMING MUSICAL

LIVES UP TO THE HYPE.”
The Globe and Mail

BEGINS FEB 5

ENHANCE YOUR VISIT!
Educational Enrichment
Opportunities
Historical Theatre Tours

ELGIN THEATRE

416.593.4142
1.800.724.6420

Workshops and Study Guides
Performance Opportunities
(For Choral Groups)
SUBJECT
FEES MAY
MAY APPLY.
APPLY.
SUBJECTTO
TO AVAILABILITY.
AVAILABILITY. ADDED
ADDED FEES

for a complete
line-up of shows!
GroupTour.com
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Capture the essence of local people
and rainforest adventure By Cortney Erndt

Snuggled between the Pacific Ocean
and the Caribbean Sea, Costa Rica is
located in Central America — one of the
isthmus countries that connect North
and South America. A mere 10 degrees
above the equator, the country is the
size of the state of West Virginia and
home to 5 million people. I discovered
these people, who refer to themselves
as Ticos, are what make Costa Rica
exceptional.

I was in the country
only a few minutes before
I learned Costa Ricans revere
the Spanish expression “pura
vida” (pronounced poo-rah vee-dah),
which simply translates to “pure life.” But
for Ticos, the colloquial term for the people
of Costa Rica, pura vida carries profound
meaning.
Ticos describe pura vida as a reminder to live life
light-heartedly, gratefully and to the fullest. The phrase is
used as a greeting; as a goodbye; as a response to “How are
you?;” and as “You’re welcome.” If visitors to Costa Rica grasp
this concept, they'll discover an inherent part of one of the world’s
happiest countries.

GroupTour.com
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Lush canopies
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The towering elevations of Costa Rica’s four mountain
ranges provide a variety of microclimates, from tropical
rainforests to cool cloud forests.
Our group’s driver led us through winding tropical rainforest
passageways near Jacó Beach on Costa Rica’s Pacific side. A
sunshiny clearing in the thick led to Rainforest Adventures, an
exciting attraction that encompasses aerial trams, sky-high zip
lines, a Serpentarium and waterfall climbing. Two Tranopy Tour
guides greeted us upon arrival for a zip lining overview.
Our group chose a combination tour that included a
guided aerial tram ride and 10 zip lines. The tour began with
the tram portion, a larger version of a ski lift that carried us
to impressive heights above kapok trees, strangler figs and
among the greatest diversity of any ecosystem; a space of 2
acres contains more than 90 species of trees.
At the end of the tram’s path, a glistening waterfall greeted us
near the first zip line’s platform. After a deep breath, I volunteered
to go first. One of our guides connected me to the line, and with a
leap of faith, I raised my legs as a cue for my release.
And then I was moving. Fast. Incomparable to a car, plane
or a rollercoaster — the sensation was exhilarating, like flying
through a new, green galaxy. Our group soared through 10
lines total, each providing a different rainforest perspective
many only seen on TV or in a travel guide.
Between zips, we saw remarkable wildlife, including
notoriously hard-working leaf-cutter ants parading on the
mossy forest floor, and charming white-faced Capuchin
monkeys grunting and whistling their hellos in the flora near
our platforms.

Diverse wildlife
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According to the Embassy of Costa Rica, the country
contains nearly 6 percent of the world’s biodiversity, but covers
only 0.03 percent of the earth’s surface. In other words, wildlife
flourishes in Costa Rica.
Our group visited the Pacific beaches of Ostional National
Wildlife Refuge in the province of Guanacaste to learn about
ways volunteers can help protect vulnerable Olive Ridley sea
turtles. In the tropical heat, we helped dig one square meter
of sand about 16 inches deep. The activity felt like digging
for treasure, and fascinatingly, we found the delicate jewels:
dozens of sea turtle eggs — ping pong ball-sized fragile
spheres waiting to discover the ocean’s mysteries.
We learned that volunteers perform this same task to mark
where the eggs are for better protection and data collecting.
Under the sands of the entire Ostional beach are hundreds
of thousands of developing reptiles. But according to the
Sea Turtle Conservancy, only one in every thousand sea
turtles survives to adulthood. There is no question why some
volunteers stay at the refuge for up to three months; witnessing
the species’ population rise as a result of the refuge’s efforts is
nothing less than rewarding.
Another vulnerable species in Costa Rica is the scarlet
macaw, now extinct over most of Central America, including
the entire Caribbean coast. My group took an up-close look
at wild macaws on the property of Restaurante Mi Finca in
Abangares. The strong wings of incoming macaws flapped
heavily over our group before majestically landing on nearby
fences and trees. We admired the colorful birds as they flocked
to chomp down on peanuts and greet visiting guests.

Inhabited waters

Associate Editor Cortney Erndt with scarlet macaws, Restaurante Mi Finca, Abangares

At 200 million years old, the crocodile is one of the world’s
most successful predator species. The aquatic reptiles are
highly populated in the Tárcoles River, where nearly 60 percent
of all Ticos live along its basins.
Our group wanted an up-close look at exactly where many
of these dinosaur-era creatures live. We chose The Original
Canopy Tour Tárcoles, which provides guided 1½-hour
boat tours through the Tárcoles River’s extensive mangrove
ecosystem.
Due to sediments and pollution from San José, the river’s
color is a mucky brown — making it nearly impossible to
spot crocodiles if they are in the water. We boarded our
25-passenger boat with no guarantees we’d spot a crocodile.
We should have had more faith; we saw at least a dozen
slithering into the mucky river and basking on banks. Seeing
such a dangerous (yet amazing) predator up close was aweinspiring, and yes, adrenaline pumping.
Not only did we see gigantic American crocodiles, and
a baby one, but our boat driver and informative guide also
pointed out many species of birds, like snowy egrets, blue
herons, boat-billed herons and roseate spoonbills.
We learned the mangroves present important nesting
grounds and shelter for birds, as well as nutrients for the many
fish and invertebrates that inhabit the river.
And most importantly, we learned how important it is to
respect the ecosystem. In fact, Costa Rica enforces laws
that prohibit the feeding of wildlife, as this disturbs their
environment and food chain. Perhaps it is the true altruistic
appreciation of nature that make Ticos extraordinary. After all,
more than 25 percent of Costa Rica’s land is protected by
national parks and reserves. Costa Rica runs on 100 percent
renewable electricity and has pledged to become 100 percent
carbon neutral by 2021. Pura vida! n
Essential Costa Rica
visitcostarica.com

GTM/Cortney Erndt (2)
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[ ENJOY EAGAN MINNESOTA ]
TWIN CITIES
PREMIUM OUTLETS®

FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Enjoy tax-free shopping daily at Twin Cities Premium Outlets®
and nearby Mall of America®—the nation’s largest shopping
and entertainment complex. Plus, Eagan offers over 100
delectable dining options and 18 incredible hotels, with
most featuring complimentary breakfast and shuttle service.
Don’t delay—plan your Eagan getaway today!
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