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A couple years ago, I visited Maui, Hawaii, with my husband. It was 

a dream trip, filled with cultural immersion, zip lining, beach days and 

more mai tais than I can recall. But what stands out the most to me is 

watching the sunrise atop Mount Haleakalā, 9,740 feet above sea level. 

Seeing the fiery ball of light rise above the sea of clouds and 

result in an explosion of color is a lasting image saved in my memory. 

A moment like that made me understand what Albert Einstein was 

saying. That moment in nature brought about an unexplainable sense 

of peace and understanding.  

I hope this month’s cover story inspires you to slow things down 

a little and add nature into your group tours. Associate Editor Cortney 

Erndt researched several awe-inspiring natural wonders for your 

consideration. See page 10. 

Erndt also takes you to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where waterfalls 

have been flowing for 10,000 years. Groups will find natural beauty is 

just one of the city’s many offerings. Turn to page 86. 

On page 26, Associate Editor Kelsey Smith gives firsthand 

highlights of Georgia’s Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Trail. 

The trail’s 28 sites tell the stories of how civil rights leaders advanced 

social justice and shifted the course of history.

Contributing writer Lori Erickson shares her travels to a South 

American nation. Follow her Colombia adventures on page 94. 

As always, thank you for reading Group Tour magazine. 

                                                       Until next time, 

 

Up next:  In June, get towels and sunscreen ready for our cover 

story on beach towns in the Northeast and Midwest. Don’t miss features 

on Eagan, Minnesota; Baltimore, Maryland; and Salzburg, Austria.

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association

California Travel Association

Circle Michigan

Destinations International

Florida Attractions Association

Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association

National Tour Association

New Mexico Hospitality Association

Ohio Travel Association

Ontario Motor Coach Association 

Southeast Tourism Society

Student & Youth Travel Association

Virginia Motorcoach Association 

«

From the Editor

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                  
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                                   
Twitter: @courtneygtm

“Look deep into nature, and then you will 
  understand everything better.”  
                                   – Albert Einstein

«
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Do you want more information about one 
of our advertisers?

GroupTour.com/gtmrsc to request more information.

never miss an issue!

GroupTour.com/subscribe

Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with 
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly 

restaurants and lodging in every issue.
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news & notes

Disney announces opening dates for 
Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge

In March, Disney officials revealed that Star 
Wars: Galaxy’s Edge is opening ahead of 
schedule on May 31 at Disneyland Resort in 
Anaheim, California, and Aug. 29 at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios in Orlando, Florida. 

Guests arriving for the opening of Phase 
1 of the theme lands will be able to live their 
own Star Wars story through an immersive set 
of events and attractions, including the Mil-
lennium Falcon: Smugglers Run ride, galactic 
food and beverages, a collection of merchant 
shops and more.

When Phase 2 of the launch opens later this 
year at both Disney parks, visitors will be able 
to enjoy Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance. 
The attraction will put guests in the middle of 
a climactic battle between the First Order and 
the Resistance and blur the lines between 
fantasy and reality.
disneyparks.disney.go.com/ 
 star-wars-galaxys-edge

Water park to open in Farmington, New Mexico
Explorers, dinosaur lovers and fun-seekers will delight 

in a new addition to Farmington, New Mexico, set to open 
this summer: Bisti Bay Water Park. The new park is named 
and themed to pay homage to the famed Bisti Badlands/
De-Na-Zin Wilderness Area, and its rich history as a pre-
historic swamp and home to dinosaurs. It’s located on the 
footprint of Farmington’s beloved Brookside Park.
505-326-7602, farmingtonnm.org

Cook Museum of Natural Science
to open next month
The Cook Museum of Natural Science is slated to open in 

Decatur, Alabama, on June 7. The Cook Museum of Natural 
Science is a state-of-the-art natural science museum located 
downtown. It will provide a hands-on, immersive experience 
where people can explore, interact with and learn about na-
ture. Groups can try out an immersive cave experience and 
view wildlife in a 15,000-gallon saltwater aquarium.
256-351-4505, cookmuseum.org

Butterfly House & Aquarium to
become ‘Dakota Aquarium’

The Butterfly House & Aquarium in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, has announced plans 
to significantly expand and change its name 
to the Dakota Aquarium. With a focus on 
enhancing the aquatic exhibits, the addition 
will more than double the size of the building 
at Sertoma Park. 

The plan includes construction on office 
and storage space this year, with construction 
on the aquarium beginning in the summer of 
2020. The entire facility is projected to open 
by the end of 2021. 
605-334-9466,
butterflyhousemarinecove.org

Walt Disney World News



PORT CITY:

Norfolk
Q. What makes Norfolk an
appealing port city? 
A. Norfolk is located in the southeast corner 
of Virginia, ideally situated where the Chesa-
peake Bay meets the Atlantic Ocean and 
our waterfront identity provides visitors with 
countless ways to enjoy the city. Docent-led 
tours of the world’s largest naval base, sailing, 
fishing, crabbing, sunset dinner cruises and a 
fun-filled day at the beach are just a few op-
tions available here.

Q. What attractions do you
recommend cruisers visit? 
A. If you’d like to take in arts and culture, 
we have wonderful museums including the 
renowned Chrysler Museum of Art and the 
adjacent Chrysler Museum Glass Studio. If you 
want to connect with nature, the Norfolk Botani-
cal Garden is home to 52 distinctive gardens 
spanning 175 acres, not to mention 95 species 
of birds and dozens of species of butterflies.
     Visitors also can relax and enjoy a well-
deserved flight of craft beer at one of many 

breweries or pay a visit to the Mermaid Winery 
— Virginia’s first urban winery. Afterward, I 
recommend heading over to Granby Street 
downtown, which we affectionately refer to as 
“restaurant row.” There, you’ll find a walkable 
stretch of eclectic restaurants, boutiques and 
entertainment venues. 

Q. What advice do you have for
first-time visitors? 
A. Plan ahead — we’re fortunate to enjoy a 
wide range of attractions, as well as world-
class shopping and some of the best dining 
in the country. Sadly, cruisers won’t be able to 
experience everything, so it’s recommended to 
identify points of interest and to plan accord-
ingly by checking our website or by going to 
our downtown visitor’s center, which is affec-
tionately referred to as “Norfolk’s Living Room.” 
     I can promise that visitors will leave here 
wishing they had more time, and my advice 
would be to come back and see us again! n

VisitNorfolk
757-664-6620
visitnorfolk.com

     With 144 miles of pristine shoreline and countless 
outdoor adventures, it’s no wonder Norfolk is a major 
destination for cruisers. Aside from the water, Norfolk’s 
thriving arts community and world-class cuisine keeps 
cruisers coming back for more.
     Kurt Krause, president and CEO of VisitNorfolk, gave 
Associate Editor Kelsey Smith the inside scoop on pre- 
and post-cruise experiences.

CARNIVAL RADIANCE
Oct. 25–Nov. 1, 2020

Day One: Norfolk
Day Two: Fun day at sea
Day Three: Nassau
Day Four: Freeport
Day Five: Havana
Day Six: Fun day at sea
Day Seven: Fun day at sea
Day Eight: Norfolk

Kurt Krause

Visit Norfolk
7grouptourmagazine.com



news & notes

National Enquirer Live
coming to Branson

and Pigeon Forge
National Enquirer, America’s 

supermarket tabloid read by 
millions, is coming to Branson, 
Missouri, and Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee, this summer in the 
form of two new, interactive 
family attractions — National 
Enquirer Live.

The sensational tabloid maga-
zine at the center of some of 
the most exciting untold stories 
of the past 100 years — from 
O.J. Simpson to John Edwards 
to President Donald Trump and 
Jeff Bezos — will bring its most 
famous and controversial stories 
to life because “Enquiring minds 
want to know.”
865-366-1609,
nationalenquirerlive.com

Visit Mississippi Gulf 
Coast unveils new name, 

tourism campaign
 In March, Visit Mississippi 

Gulf Coast — the tourism market-
ing organization for the state’s 
three coastal counties along 
the Gulf of Mexico — unveiled a 
new name and new ad cam-
paign designed to capitalize on 
today’s top tourism trends. Visit 
Mississippi Gulf Coast will now 
be known as Coastal Missis-
sippi, debuting to the world with 
a new ad campaign called “The 
Secret Coast,” which focuses 
on the region’s largely undiscov-
ered riches.
gulfcoast.org

Visit Pasco County Reveals rebrand as Florida’s Sports Coast
Visit Pasco, the official destination marketing organization for Pasco 

County, Florida, has a new identity and elevated tourism brand as Florida's 
Sports Coast.

Visit Pasco's new brand incorporates a playful and distinctive new logo, 
an experiential and user-friendly website, a vibrant brand color palette, new 
engaging social platforms, and dynamic objective-focused messaging sur-
rounding niche initiatives within the destination. 

Paying homage to its sports roots, the destination's new tagline and brand 
voice, “Let's Play!” celebrates the active traveler, adventurous family, avid 
angler and lively local in an approachable and spirited way.
flsportscoast.com

LuLu's North Myrtle Beach adds new entertainment
for 2019 season

Lucy Buffett's LuLu's at Barefoot Landing in North Myrtle Beach continues 
to enhance its appeal with its LuLu's Beach Arcade and Mountain of Youth 
ropes course, which opened on March 13.

LuLu's Beach Arcade will offer both new games and old-school favorites 
such as Skee-Ball, basketball and racing games that children and adults alike 
can enjoy.

The Mountain of Youth features a splashy color scheme conducive to the 
bright exterior of Lucy Buffett's restaurant. Participants are equipped with a 
harness through the multilevel attraction, which features 26 elements and 
ends with an optional free-fall exit.
843-491-5011, lulubuffett.com/northmyrtlebeach

“Deep Roots in DeKalb: 
The Flat Rock Story of 

Resilience” now open at the 
DeKalb History Center

A new exhibit showcasing the 
history of Flat Rock, one of the 
oldest African-American com-
munities in Georgia and a part 
of the Arabia Mountain National 
Heritage Area, is now open at 
the DeKalb History Center in 
Decatur, Georgia. The exhibit 
displays artifacts gathered and 
preserved by the Archives from 
the 150-plus years of the com-
munity's existence. 
404-373-1088,
dekalbhistory.org



 

Experience the
unforgettable in Virginia

What’s the 
next 
big 

thing 
for Virginia 

Tourism Corp. ?

    Virginia is For Lovers® 
was established in 1969, 50 
years ago, and has become 
one of the most beloved and 
well-known slogans in the 
world. In 2019, we’re cel-
ebrating ‘50 Years of Love’ 
with special experiences 
across the state. During this 
year of celebration, we invite 
you to eat, drink and explore 
what you love in Virginia.

     Unique experiences don’t fall short in

Virginia; in fact, they’re celebrated. From oyster 

trails to aqua farm tours, groups will always find 

something fun and memorable. Joni Johnson, 

director of domestic sales and marketing with 

Virginia Tourism Corp., gave Associate Editor 

Kelsey Smith insight about group experiences 

in Virginia.

Q. What are some tour themes 
in Virginia that operators 
can build from?

A. History: Virginia is where America was 

born — now more than 400 years ago — and 

is also home to civil rights, and Revolutionary 

and Civil War history.

     Trails: Throughout Virginia, you can find a 

trail to fit your interest; try The Crooked Road 

music trail or the Civil Rights in Education 

Heritage Trail. Nature trails highlight birding 

and wildlife, and there’s also the Fields of Gold 

Farm Trail and wine, craft beer and oyster trails. 

     Theater, music and the arts: Enjoy enter-

tainment at a rousing dinner theater, drama 

under the stars, old-time music in a general 

store and the drums of the Virginia Interna-

tional Tattoo. 

     Educational: From Thomas Jefferson’s Mon-

ticello and George Washington’s Mount Vernon 

to Kings Dominion and Busch Gardens, Virginia 

has the perfect mix of education and fun! 

Q. What industry trends are 
you noticing?

A. Unique and VIP experiences continue to be 

popular tour requests. I’ve noticed increasing 

interest in adding in a destination’s flavor with 

stops at local restaurants and culinary tastings, 

and by trying craft beverages — cider, beer and 

spirits. Virginia has unique, chef-owned restau-

rants, 300-plus wineries, 200-plus breweries 

and a growing number of distilleries statewide, 

which fits in perfectly with this trend. Farm or 

aqua farm tour requests are on the rise as well.

Q. What are you most proud 
of about your organization?

A. I’m most proud of all the partnerships and 

affordable opportunities that Virginia Tourism 

Corp. offers our tourism industry to help market 

destinations, attractions and properties. I’m 

also proud of the level of commitment of our 

group tour partners and the willingness to work 

well together in VTC-led marketing initiatives, 

such as regional itineraries, FAM tours, sales 

missions, client events and conferences, to 

leverage their limited funds and resources. n

Virginia Tourism Corp.
804-545-5544
virginia.org/groups

«

spotlight

Virginia Tourism Corp.

“
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Nature’s wonders
Outdoor tours leave last ing impressions 
By Cortney Erndt

Blue Spring State Park
Orange City, Florida

In 1970, two years before Blue 
Spring State Park was established, 
researchers tracked 14 manatees along 
the St. Johns River. By 2005, after 
years of manatee protection efforts, the 
numbers exceeded 200. And last year, 
the numbers skyrocketed to a record 
485 manatees. Visitors are encouraged 
to call the park before a visit for the 
latest manatee count.

Groups can see the park’s wonders 
during a hike on the 4½-mile Pine Island 
Trail. Visitors may rent canoes or kayaks, 
or take a two-hour, narrated Nature and 
Ecological Cruise with St. Johns River 
Cruises. For land-lovers, the company 
also offers Guided Wilderness Escape 
Segway tours.

Blue Spring State Park
386-775-3663
floridastateparks.org

Pacific Flyway Center
Fairfield, California

In Northern California’s Suisun 
Marsh, the highly anticipated Pacific 
Flyway Center will serve as a major 
interpretive and educational facility to 
introduce groups to the wonders of the 
Pacific Flyway. Construction is expected 
to begin this year, but no specific 
timeline is set. The flyway stretches 
for 10,000 miles, from the Artic to 
Patagonia. Each year, more than 1 
billion birds travel the flyway during their 
annual migrations.

Pacific Flyway Center
925-478-2000
pacificflywaycenter.org

From painted deserts with towering buttes to spacious skies full of waterfowl, 
some of the most memorable tours contain natural phenomena just as awe-inspiring 
as the natural beauty. 

Pack hiking shoes and cameras for photos among majestic caverns, rolling 
grasslands and some of the world’s best biodiversity. Rest assured — these nature 
tours leave the Earth unharmed and more loved.

Pacific Flyway
black-necked stilt

Florida manatee

Garden of the Gods

10 May 2019
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Garden of the Gods 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

A registered National Natural Landmark, 
Garden of the Gods offers dramatic views, 300-
foot towering sandstone rock formations and 
brilliant blue skies. Groups learn how the red 
rocks got there with a new Geo-Trekker theater 
experience, shown every 20 minutes. 

Groups also may book a step-on guide or a 
guided walk brimming with tailored information. 
While eating in the cafe, visitors delight in one of 
the most-photographed Colorado landscapes. 
Each visitor may order individually off the menu or 
box lunches can be prearranged.

Garden of the Gods
719-634-6666
gardenofgods.com

Luray Caverns
Luray, Virginia

The largest series of caverns in the eastern 
United States, Luray Caverns offers daily guided 
tours along lit, paved walkways. Groups are 
led through cathedral-sized rooms with ceilings 
10-stories high and towering stone formations. 
Visits can include food packages with access 
to the Gem Sluice, Garden Maze and Rope 
Adventure Park. 

Luray Caverns
888-443-6551
luraycaverns.com

Haleakala National Park 
Maui, Hawaii

For more than 150 years, visitors to Maui have 
ascended Haleakalā to experience enchanting 
views. Groups also can awaken with Haleakalā 
National Park during a breathtaking sunrise 
tour, offered by several local companies. With a 
professionally trained guide during early morning 
hours, groups traverse winding mountain roads 
up to the highest peak on the island to see 
fiery colors illuminate the clouds. Several tour 
companies add on an island-style breakfast. 

Haleakalā National Park 
808-572-4400
nps.gov/hale

-
Luray Caverns wishing well

Haleakalā National Park



Springs Preserve
Las Vegas, Nevada

Sustainability is at the core of 
Springs Preserve’s mission, and in the 
middle of Las Vegas, the site offers 
180 acres of natural adventure, and 
sustainable design and architecture. 
Group tours are available by request. 

Stand face-to-face with Nevada’s 
state fossil, step inside a stalactite cave, 
trek along trails that meander through a 
wetland habitat and learn about “green 
living.” The preserve is built around 
the city’s original water source, the Las 
Vegas Springs. 

“As humans, we are tied to nature; it 
sustains us,” said Pietra Sardelli, group 
sales supervisor for Springs Preserve. 
“Learning about your environment and 
how to protect it is imperative. In the 
desert, even more so. 

“It is easy to look at the desert 
and just see dirt, but learning to look 
closer, to see the delicate plants with 
an unequalled will to survive — that 
is something. To learn about the 
importance of clean water and the 
power it holds is vital for our future. 
What happens in nature is a clear 
indicator of what we are doing to our 
environment.”

Springs Preserve
702-822-8779
springspreserve.org

Creole Nature Trail
Louisiana 

The Creole Nature Trail is one of only 43 All-American 
Road scenic byways in the United States, allowing groups to 
reconnect with nature.

“Over 400 bird species are spotted on the trail each 
year, along with the largest population of American alligators 
— and it is all natural with no cages and no feeding times, 
as Mother Nature made it,” said Anne Taber Klenke, tourism 
director for Lake Charles/Southwest Louisiana Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. “The marshlands of south Louisiana are not 
only incredibly beautiful; they are home to the ecosystem 
which supplies our amazing seafood and should be actively 
protected.” 

Although there are no set tours, the Convention & Visitors 
Bureau can provide step-on guides and customized itineraries. 
A complimentary personal tour guide app auto-plays audio and 
video content based on GPS triggering. 

Creole Nature Trail
337-436-9588
visitlakecharles.org/creole-nature-trail

Springs Preserve

12 May 2019



Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
Anahuac, Texas

The 37,000-acre Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge cuts 
through ancient flood plains, creating vast expanses of coastal 
marsh and prairie bordering Galveston Bay. Management 
protects the marsh for migrating, wintering and breeding 
waterfowl, shorebirds and waterbirds. Neotropical migratory 
songbirds migrating across the Gulf of Mexico find crucial 
nesting areas at the refuge. 

“It's peaceful, beautiful and exciting, as you never know 
what you are going to see,” said Stephanie Martinez, outdoor 
recreation planner for Texas Chenier Plain National Wildlife 
Refuges Complex. “It is one of the best places in the world to 
view birds.”

Martinez said staff and volunteers are always happy to 
provide complimentary tours for groups of 15 or more if 
booked in advance. If a tour company charges for its own 
refuge tours, they must contact the manager for a special-
use permit. n

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
409-267-3337
fws.gov/refuge/anahuac

Creole Nature Trail great egret

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge alligator

From top: Lake Charles/Southwest Louisiana Convention & Visitors Bureau, Norman Welsh

13grouptourmagazine.com
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Alabama
Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

Alabama’s Gulf Coast is filled to the brim with rich history, 
Southern hospitality, natural beauty and plenty of sunshine. 
Groups can sink their feet into sugar-white sand beaches, 
splash in the aqua waters and taste some of the most authentic 
and freshest seafood around. 

“The Alabama Gulf Coast gives groups plenty of things to do 
on and off the beach, particularly nature-focused adventures,” 
said Beth Gendler, vice president of sales for Gulf Shores & 
Orange Beach Tourism. “With a 28-mile trail system in Gulf State 
Park, waterways ideal for fishing and sightseeing as well as an 
outstanding food and beverage scene, we encourage groups to 
embrace our coastal culture.”

Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Tourism
800-745-7263
gulfshores.com

What started as a hobby 
for owners Julie and Jim 
Shamburger, Big Beach 
Brewing Company quickly 
outgrew its small basement 
operation, and it now boasts 
a taproom with 12 taps 
featuring craft beer and 
homemade lemonade. Try 
the Hundred Daze IPA, Rod’s 
Reel Cream Ale or Dixie’s 
Heart Irish Red Ale.

Big Beach
 Brewing Company
251-948-2337
bigbeachbrewing.com

itinerary planner

Unassuming on the 
outside, King Neptune’s 
Seafood Restaurant is a 
family-run eatery serving up 
some of the best royal red 
shrimp, fresh fish and oysters 
found anywhere along the 
Gulf. King Neptune’s has 
been featured on TV shows 
including Bobby Flay’s 
Food Nation, and The Travel 
Channel’s Travel Deep in the 
South.

King Neptune’s
251-968-5464
kingneptunesea
 foodrestaurant.com

Specializing in unique, 
alcohol-infused cakes, Rum 
Sisters is a gourmet bakery 
using top-shelf bourbon and 
rum and quality ingredients. 
Considered “sisters by rum,” 
Elizabeth Jones and Kelly 
Canale joined forces in 2014 
to form Rum Sisters, which 
instantly took off. Stop in and 
try the Drunken Monkey or 
Twisted Sista.

Rum Sisters
251-517-0444
rumsisters.com

The Hangout Oyster 
Cook-Off & Craft Beer 
Weekend, held annually in 
November, showcases the 
talents and tastes of the best 
chefs from the Southeast 
for a decadent afternoon of 
oysters and spirits on the 
beach in Gulf Shores. Sample 
inspired oyster dishes from 
dozens of restaurants serving 
Rockefeller, Gulf Coast Cajun 
and raw oysters. 

Hangout Oyster Cook-Off
 & Craft Beer Weekend
hangoutcookoff.com

SIP DINE SAVOR CELEBRATE

Clockwise from top: Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Tourism (2), GTM/Elly DeVries (2), Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Tourism



GREATER BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

A movement started   
SIXTY YEARS AGO IS STILL

MOVING PEOPLE TODAY.

inbirmingham.com/GT1   |   800 - 458 - 8085

The stories of the Civil Rights Movement that are found at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute are at once 
both solemn and celebratory. From the lessons of our past to the hopes for tomorrow, we’re serving up one 

meaningful experience to groups from all over. Right here at The Dinner Table of the South. 



16 May 2019

alabama

EXPERIENCE MOBILE’S  
RENAISSANCE HOTELS.
Come experience history, legendary  
hospitality, world-class attractions, a 
thriving entertainment district, fresh 
seafood and affordable lodging options 
at Mobile’s two Renaissance hotels: the 
historic Battle House Renaissance Hotel 
& Spa and the modern Renaissance 
Riverview Plaza Hotel.

The Renaissance Hotels of Mobile  
boast 612 rooms, spectacular views  
of Mobile Bay and are walkable to 
downtown attractions. For more insights, 
visit us online or call 251.415.3086.

RENAISSANCE MOBILE RIVERVIEW PLAZA HOTEL 
t: 251.438.4000  renaissanceriverview.com

THE BATTLE HOUSE  
RENAISSANCE MOBILE HOTEL & SPA 
t: 251.338.2000  renaissancebattlehouse.com

PCH3078BH_RVP_GroupTourMedia.indd   1 9/27/17   1:56 PM

Opened in April of last year, The Legacy Museum: 
From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration narrates the 
tragic and protracted chapter of slavery in the United 
States. Located in Montgomery, midway between a historic 
slave market and the main river dock and train station — 
a site that had a lot of activity during the domestic slave 
trade — the museum sits on ground once occupied by 
a downtown warehouse where the enslaved were once 
imprisoned. 

Montgomery is an appropriate backdrop for telling the 
story of the enslavement of African-Americans, the evolu-
tion of racial terror lynchings, legalized racial segregation 
and racial hierarchy in America, as it was once considered 
the capital of the domestic slave trade in Alabama. Ala-
bama itself was one of the two largest slave-owning states 
in America.

Self-guided tours immerse groups in the story and 
legacy of America’s history of racial injustice through first-
person accounts, interactive components, videography, ex-
hibits on lynching and the Jim Crow South, and slave pen 

replicas that recall the harsh and horrid 
reality of the auction block. Important 
sculptures, video, animated content and 
fine art pieces complement the exhibits.

Planners can pair their group’s visit 
to The Legacy Museum with an explora-
tion of the National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice, just a 15-minute walk away. 
The 6-acre site features narrative panels 
and art pieces along the path into the 
memorial structure. Both the memorial 
and the museum were created by the 
Equal Justice Initiative.

Museum representatives will help en-
sure that groups enter together, as entry 
is by a timed ticket. A coffee shop and 
gift shop are both located on-site. 

The museum does not offer special 
group rates, but student and senior 
tickets are available at a discounted 
rate and a combination ticket for entry 
to the museum and memorial is also 
discounted. n

The Legacy Museum
334-386-9100
museumandmemorial.eji.org

Explore history of racial inequality and economic
injustice at The Legacy Museum

Equal Justice Initiative/Human Pictures
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Don’t miss a bloomin’ thing.

Theodore, AL

800.247.8420 / 251.973.2217   bellingrath.org

Open Daily 8 AM - 5 PM

A visit to the USS ALABAMA 
Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile is a 
chance to explore a World War II battle-
ship that earned nine battle stars for 
meritorious service.

The “Mighty A,” as this 45,000-
ton warhorse of a ship is nicknamed, 
spent time in the North Atlantic and 
the South Pacific seas, home to a crew 
of 2,500. Today, this “Heroine of the 
Pacific” anchors a collection of artifacts 
that also include the WWII submarine 
USS DRUM — the oldest American 
submarine on public display.

“Both the USS ALABAMA and USS 
DRUM offer visitors an authentic WWII 
experience,” said Rhonda Davis, director 
of sales and marketing at USS ALA-
BAMA Battleship Memorial Park. “Step 
back in time and see how our sailors 
lived, worked, fought and played on 
these historic naval vessels.”

The park has much to explore, includ-
ing the Metal of Honor Aircraft Pavilion, 
housing a collection of military vehicles, 
aircraft and memorabilia. Additionally, 
a number of moving memorials to those 
who have served mark the grounds — a 
Service Dog War Memorial and a Fallen 

Hero 9/11 Memorial among them.
New to the museum is the park’s first 

hologram, which is in the newly opened 
“Divers” exhibit.

“The ship’s diver’s suit has been 
restored and installed in a special-effects 
display case,” Davis said. “Across the 
compartment, visitors meet a WWII 
sailor who explains the diver’s job and 
how the air pumps are used.”

As visitors tour the ship, they will 
hear sounds emanating from various 
compartments — tools in the barber 
shop and cooks preparing the next meal 
in the galley. 

Visits can be extended with a 
catered lunch in the Wardroom (the 
officers’ dining room) aboard the USS 
ALABAMA. Several meal packages 
are available, with rates including both 
admission to the park and the meal. 
Reservations are required two weeks 
in advance. All tours are self-guided so 
visitors may explore at their own pace. n 

USS ALABAMA Battleship
 Memorial Park
251-433-2703
ussalabama.com

WWII history honored at USS ALABAMA 
Battleship Memorial Park

USS ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park
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Arkansas
Eureka Springs

For more than 100 years, Eureka Springs has welcomed 
guests to experience the magic of an Ozark Mountain town. As 
one of the last truly Victorian-era towns, Eureka Springs remains 
a thriving example of Small Town America. 

The entire city is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Eureka Springs will surprise and delight groups with its colorful 
history lessons and vivid reminders of how things were. Eureka 
Springs is a natural location for groups and small meetings 
or conventions. There, groups will find a refreshing alternative 
to traffic congestion and other difficulties often encountered 
in larger areas. Thanks to splendid scenery and many 
entertainment and lodging choices, few places in mid-America 
welcome group travelers like Eureka Springs.

Eureka Springs City Advertising & Promotion       
      Commission

866-947-4387
eurekasprings.org

Before strolling through 
the streets of Eureka 
Springs, make the first stop 
at the historic 1889 Calif 
House, which is also home 
to the Eureka Springs 
Historical Museum. The 
museum presents a variety 
of permanent and temporary 
exhibits, preserving the 
history and art of this health 
resort town and its people. 

Eureka Springs
 Historical Museum
479-253-9417
eurekaspringshistorical
 museum.org

itinerary planner

Named “America’s #1 
Attended Outdoor Drama” 
by the Institute of Outdoor 
Theatre and Drama of 
East Carolina University 
at Greenville, The Great 
Passion Play is the place to 
relive the greatest story ever 
told. See the Christ of the 
Ozarks statue, Tabernacle in 
the Wilderness and a section 
of the Berlin Wall .

The Great Passion Play
479-253-9200
greatpassionplay.org

Nestled in a woodland 
setting, Thorncrown Chapel 
rises 48 feet into the Ozark 
sky. This magnificent wooden 
structure contains 425 
windows and over 6,000 
square feet of glass. The 
chapel’s simple design and 
majestic beauty combine 
to make it what critics have 
called “one of the finest 
religious spaces of modern 
times.”

Thorncrown Chapel
479-253-7401
thorncrown.com

Situated atop the scenic 
Ozark Mountains on over 
450 acres, and home to 
approximately 100 exotic and 
native animals, Turpentine 
Creek Wildlife Refuge 
is one of the largest and 
most well-respected big-cat 
sanctuaries in North America. 
The refuge is one of the most 
popular attractions in Eureka 
Springs.

Turpentine Creek
 Wildlife Refuge
479-253-5841
turpentinecreek.org

LEARN SEE VISIT DO

Eureka Springs CAPC
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Experience Fort Smith

              @ExperienceFortSmith                      @ExpFortSmithFollow Us!

Start your visit at Miss Laura’s to tour the 1st former bordello

on the National Register of Historic Places. Relive a history

that inspired True Grit and other iconic tales of the West 

at Fort Smith National Historic Site. Explore the majesty of 

the Ozarks aboard the A & M Passenger Train. Discover a

vibrant, growing gallery of world-renowned street art in

downtown Fort Smith, plus so much more! 

tourfortsmith.com            @ExperienceFortSmith             @ExpFortSmith

Miss Laura’s Visitor Center | 2 North B Street 

Carolyn Joyce | cjoyce@tourfortsmith.com | (800) 637-1477

The largest, most expensive high 
school in America when it was built in 
1927, Little Rock High School is on the 
American Institute of Architects’ list of 
most beautiful high schools in America. 
It also is the only national park unit in 
the world with an operating public high 
school as its main feature, and it had the 
first youth on the frontline of the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and ‘60s.

Little Rock Central High School Na-
tional Historic Site is marked by many 
superlatives, with most courageous cer-
tainly applying to nine teenagers, who 
came to be known as the Little Rock 
Nine. The site preserves the legacy of 
the 1957 desegregation crisis when nine 
African-American students stepped up 
to the frontlines in the battle for civil 
rights for all Americans.

“This site focuses on civil rights his-
tory surrounding school desegregation,” 
said David Kilton, chief of interpreta-
tion and education at the site. “Little 
Rock Central High became the test case 
for school integration following the 
Supreme Court’s unanimous decision 
declaring ‘separate but equal’ school seg-
regation policies a violation of the 14th 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.”

Rangers provide a welcome to the 
site and an orientation to the exhibits. A 
film explains how the Little Rock Nine 
continue to inspire youth to become 
active citizens. A self-guided audio 
tour created by current Central High 
students is available via smartphones or 
tablets. The tour lets visitors “walk in the 
footsteps” of the Little Rock Nine’s first 
attempt to enter Central High on Sept. 
4, 1957.

Groups can request guided tours, 
ranger talks and other programs, and 
those reservations must be made in 
advance.

The school building is an active pub-
lic high school so public access into the 
building is only by guided tours, offered 
twice a day, Monday through Friday. 

The maximum group size is 50. Two 
ranger-led tours that stay on the exterior 
of the school building also are offered. n

Little Rock Central High School
 National Historic Site
501-374-1957
nps.gov/chsc

Little Rock Central High School
National Historic Site traces history
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Tours love us! Here’s why:

 · Interactive, easy to take in, dedicated  
  and knowledgeable tour guides
 · Working 5&10 shop takes visitors back in time
 · Top-rated ice cream soda fountain with  
  real soda jerks
 · Museum gallery with items that are also  
  in the Smithsonian
 · It’s all located in the birthplace of Walmart

The Walmart Museum: 
A Favorite of Bus Tours and Group Travelers

105 North Main Street, Bentonville, Arkansas 
(479) 273-1329 | www.WalmartMuseum.com

FREE ADMISSION
Open early (as early as 8 am),  

closes late (no earlier than 9 pm)

Voted  
“Best Free Attraction  

in Arkansas”  
by Reader’s Digest

Crystal Bridges 
Museum of
American Art 
unites art
with nature

In Bentonville, groups can examine 
and explore American masterworks 
spanning five centuries at the Crystal 
Bridges Museum of American Art.

“Groups have a magical experience 
at Crystal Bridges,” said Paul Fontaine, 
guest services manager. “Where else 
can you explore 120 acres and 4 miles 
of trails with sculpture along with a 
stunning collection of American art? 
Whether you’re looking to learn more 
about our nation through the works 
of historical and contemporary artists, 
recharge your spirit as you explore our 
trails and grounds, or see the works of 

some of the world’s leading architects, 
Crystal Bridges can satisfy the needs of 
all groups.”

The museum takes its name from a 
nearby natural spring and the bridge 
construction incorporated in the build-
ing, designed by world-renowned ar-
chitect Moshe Safdie. The walking trails 
link the museum right to downtown 

Bentonville.
Asher B. Durand’s Kindred Spirits, 

Norman Rockwell’s Rosie the Riveter 
and Andy Warhol’s Coca-Cola [3] are 
included in the museum’s collection, 
each reflecting a unique moment in 
American art history.

Visitors can view major works by 
contemporary American artists includ-
ing James Turrell, Georgia O’Keeffe and 
John Baldessari. The permanent collec-
tion is enhanced by a variety of tempo-
rary exhibits.

Guided tours at the museum are 
popular, and there are seven different 
options, including the Architecture 
Tour, Art Trail Tour, Women in Art Tour 
and Frank Lloyd Wright House Tour. 

“The busiest time for group tours is 
spring and autumn,” Fontaine said. “Our 
grounds welcome spring with thousands 
of blooming dogwood and redbud trees, 
while autumn leaves transform our 
Ozark forest into a symphony of colors.” 

 Groups can reserve a visit up to 
eight months in advance.

“Visiting our permanent art collec-
tion is always free for groups and always 
available, so there’s never a need to turn 
away any group who wants to visit,” 
Fontaine said. n

Crystal Bridges Museum
 of American Art
479-418-5700
crystalbridges.org

Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art
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Florida
Daytona Beach

The Daytona Beach area is renowned for its 23 miles of 
beach and eclectic coastal vibe. From the high-energy Daytona 
International Speedway to naturally beautiful inland waterways, 
to the top of the historic Ponce Inlet Lighthouse, there’s a pace 
— and a place — for every group traveler. 

“The most exciting words to hear when we welcome tour 
operators to our destination is, ‘I had no idea,’” said Linda 
McMahon, director of group sales at the Daytona Beach Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

“Our diversity is vast — from beautiful beaches to our 
ecotourism, oceanfront casual dining to high-end eclectic 
restaurants, the roar of Daytona International Speedway to the 
tranquility of our awarding winning golf courses — the options 
are endless.” 

Daytona Beach Area CVB
386-255-0415
daytonabeach.com

Legends of the sport 
began racing on the beaches 
in the early 1900s and 
today, they continue racing 
at Daytona International 
Speedway, a state-of-the-
art motorsports stadium. 
Experience the excitement 
firsthand at a race or take 
a tour, which include the 
Motorsports Hall of Fame of 
America.

Daytona International
 Speedway
386-681-5514
daytonainternational
 speedway.com/tours

itinerary planner

Located at the southern 
tip of the destination, Ponce 
Inlet is a seaside town full of 
activities and dining options 
for the whole group. Ponce 
de Leon Inlet Lighthouse & 
Museum offers spectacular 
views and interesting exhibits. 
Learn about the wonders 
of sea life and visit the sea 
turtle hospital at the Marine 
Science Center. 

Daytona Beach Area CVB
386-255-0415
daytonabeach.com

The Cici and Hyatt 
Brown Museum of Art 
is home to the largest 
collection of Florida art in 
the world. It’s located on 
the 90-acre nature preserve 
campus of the Smithsonian-
affiliated Museum of Arts 
and Sciences, which is 
home to one of the most 
significant collections of 
Cuban paintings in the 
country.

Cici and Hyatt Brown        
 Museum of Art
386-255-0285
moas.org

Booking a group brew 
tour is an easy, fun way to 
enjoy exceptional craft beer 
and artisan spirits. Make 
a stop or two along the 
Daytona Beach Ale Trail, 
which includes 20 local craft 
breweries, tap houses and 
distilleries. The craft beer 
offerings are diverse, and the 
artisan spirits are unique. 

Daytona Beach Ale Trail
386-255-0415
daytonabeach.com/things-  
 to-do/ale-trail

RACE EXPLORE VIEW SIP

Clockwise from top: Daytona Beach Area CVB (4), Daytona International Speedway 
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Tampa Bay History Center
reveals Florida’s rich heritage

Groups can dive into 12,000 years of 
Florida’s rich history at the Tampa Bay 
History Center. A Smithsonian-affiliate 
since 2012, the center houses three 
floors of theaters, and interactive perma-
nent and temporary exhibition galleries 
for groups to explore.

“From Seminoles to immigrant cigar 
rollers and Teddy Roosevelt's Rough 
Riders to Florida cattle ranchers, the 
history center's three floors of exhibit 
galleries cover hundreds of years of Flor-
ida's history and culture,” said Manny 
Leto, director of marketing and commu-
nications at the center. “If you're explor-
ing Tampa, the history center is a great 

place to start. Visitors will learn about 
the history and culture of the Tampa Bay 
area and Florida in general, in an amaz-
ing location on Tampa's riverwalk in the 
heart of downtown Tampa. Visitors can 
also dine at the Columbia Cafe before or 
after their visit, sampling classic Spanish 
and Cuban cuisine from Tampa's iconic 
Ybor City.” 

The center’s new multimedia gallery, 
“Treasure Seekers: Conquistadors, Pirates 
and Shipwrecks,” features a 60-foot, 18th-
century pirate ship as its centerpiece, and 
the Touchton Map Library showcases an 
impressive cartographic collection.

In this permanent gallery, groups 

can learn about Florida’s conquistadors, 
pirates and shipwrecks, the science and 
technology behind shipwreck recovery, 
and Florida’s maritime history. The 
gallery features a collection of maritime 
artifacts — some almost 400 years old 
— including coins, pottery and naviga-
tional tools.

Tours of the center can be custom-
ized and tailored for a group’s interests, 
and Leto suggests booking visits at least 
four weeks in advance. n 

Tampa Bay History Center
813-228-0097
tampabayhistorycenter.org

Tampa Bay History Center

florida
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Georgia
Macon

Located right in the heart of Central Georgia, Macon is an 
engaging city that invites groups to stop and explore its beautiful 
architecture, rich music heritage, thriving culture, festivals galore 
and amazing food scene. Macon’s central location makes for 
a convenient and affordable destination for groups visiting 
the area. Macon is sure to make the next group tour a soulful 
experience.

 “All roads lead to Macon and showcasing our city to tour 
operators is an opportunity that we treasure,” said Steven 
Fulbright, director of tourism at Visit Macon. “People have been 
traveling through Macon for 17,000 years and we love sharing 
our vast history with all guests.”

Visit Macon 
800-768-3401
visitmacon.org

Located in the heart 
of downtown Macon, The 
Rookery is known for its 
mouthwatering burgers and 
onion rings, broad selection 
of craft brews and delicious 
milkshakes. Have the group 
refuel and take a seat at the 
bar and relax, or listen to 
live musicians onstage in the 
restaurant’s large seating area. 

The Rookery
478-746-8658 
rookerymacon.com

itinerary planner

Rock Candy Tours 
offers weekly public music 
history walking tours and 
opportunities for group 
tours that explore miles of 
downtown Macon’s historic 
sites. The Rock N’ Soul 
Public Riding Tour is a two-
hour driving tour that traces 
the journey of southern 
rock, soul legends and their 
landmarks along the way. 

Rock Candy Tours
478-955-5997
rockcandytours.com

Featured on C-SPAN’s 
“Cities Tour,” the Hay 
House’s seven stories, 80-
foot cupola, fine arts decor 
and a 15-room speaker tube 
system combine to make 
this mansion a must-see 
attraction for groups. The 
historic Hay House was built 
from 1855 to 1859 in an 
Italian Renaissance Revival 
Style, transporting groups 
back in time.

Hay House
478-742-8155  
hayhousemacon.org

One of the finest historic 
inns in the South, the 1842 
Inn combines classic 
southern ambiance with 
grand antebellum style. This 
Greek Revival home includes 
a quaint courtyard and 
garden. Groups can enjoy 
an evening hospitality hour 
featuring complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and beverages. A 
full breakfast also is included. 

1842 Inn
877-452-6599
1842inn.com

DINE TOUR SEE STAY

Visit Macon
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Ghosts and Gravestones tour
sparks spooky encounters

Known as “America’s Most Haunted 
City” by ghost hunters and paranormal 
investigators, Savannah has a dark and 
spooky past. Groups looking for a good 
scare are sure to find it during a Ghosts 
& Gravestones Tour through Savan-
nah’s Historic District. 

“A ghost tour is a great activity for 
groups,” said Justin Kent, operations 
manager at Ghosts & Gravestones/Old 
Town Trolley Tours of Savannah, Inc. 
“What brings people together better 
than a good scare?”

During a tour, groups board the Trol-
ley of the Doomed for a one-hour and 
15-minute haunted experience. The on-
board Ghost Host entertains with expert 

storytelling and knowledge of all things 
“shadowy and sinister.” 

“Our guests learn about Savan-
nah history, more specifically the dark 
side of Savannah’s history,” Kent said. 
“Guests learn of shanghaies and spec-
tral encounters, of ghosts in hotels and 
museums, and roaming around Savan-
nah’s Squares.”  

The tour includes stops at two of 
Savannah’s most haunted venues, the 
Andrew Low House and the Perkins 
& Sons Ship Chandlery. Entry into 
the buildings is an exclusive benefit to 
Ghosts & Gravestones guests.

“The first (stop) is the beautiful 
Andrew Low House, built in 1849 and 

packed with history and encounters with 
spirits,” Kent said. “The second is the 
Perkins & Son’s Ships Chandlery, packed 
with items dredged up from shipwrecks, 
and possibly a ghost or two.” 

Tours depart nightly from the Simply 
Savannah Trolley Depot on East River 
Street. Groups are encouraged to book 
at least a month in advance. 

“We hope that all our guests walk 
away from our tours entertained, edu-
cated and enlightened,” Kent said. n 

Ghosts & Gravestones Tour
912-233-0083
ghostsandgravestones.com/savannah

Ghosts & Gravestones/Old Town Trolley Tours of Savannah, Inc.
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More than 17,000 years of 
continuous habitation
Explore Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical 
Park with its impressive Earth Lodge, boasting an 
original floor that dates back 1,000 years, Great 
Temple Mound and wonderful hiking trails. With free 
admission and endless fun, you’ll have a fantastic 
time at this newly designated historical park.

Learn more at VisitMacon.org.

Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park800.768.3401 | sfulbright@visitmacon.org

Adventures await
at Stone Mountain Park

Stone Mountain Park offers groups 
interactive family-friendly attractions, 
scenic landscapes, historic sites and out-
door recreation throughout the year.

The 3,200-acre park, Georgia’s most 
popular attraction, is located in DeKalb 
County, just outside of Atlanta. 

Take a cable car ride to the top of 
Stone Mountain for sweeping views of 
Atlanta; play in the spray or stay high 
and dry on Geyser Towers; trek through 
the treetops on SkyHike, the nation’s 
largest family adventure course; or enjoy 
a 5-mile scenic train ride around the 
base of the mountain. 

“With a variety of family-friendly 
activities to enjoy, groups can tailor 
their visit and explore natural and 
historic landscapes or discover popular 
attractions throughout the park for any 

occasion,” said Angela Watson, public 
relations manager.

Senior groups enjoy the park’s historic 
track, which includes Skyride, Memorial 
Hall, Historic Square and the carillon.

The park offers private tours at 
Historic Square, a collection of original 
buildings from around Georgia that 
were built between 1793–1875.

Stone Mountain, the world’s largest 
exposed granite monolith at the park’s 
center, includes a Confederate Memorial 
Carving.

New to the park this spring is 
“MEGABUGS! Adventure Encounters.” 
Featuring more than 70 new exhibits of 
larger-than-life insects, “MEGABUGS!” 
is an immersive and interactive area for 
“bugologists” of all ages.

Returning this spring is the Laser-

show Spectacular in Mountainvision®.
“This show will wow your group 

with state-of-the-art digital graphics and 
awe-inspiring effects,” Watson said. “The 
Lasershow features lights, iconic music, 
lasers and epic fireworks. n

Stone Mountain Park
800-401-2406
stonemountainpark.com

Stone Mountain Park
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Georgia’s new t ra i l  h ighl ights c iv i l  r ights s i tes across the state

y first trip to Georgia took me on a civil rights 
journey that no textbook can fully emulate. 
Yes, I learned about the civil rights movement 

in school, but following the footsteps of notable civil rights 
leaders was a moving experience unlike anything I’ve done 
before. 

Georgia’s Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Trail 
highlights 28 sites across the state that tell the stories of how 
civil rights leaders advanced social justice and shifted the 
course of history. The trail includes a portion of the official U.S. 
Civil Rights Trail, which stretches across 15 states and the 
District of Columbia.

Warm welcome
     My group’s first night in Atlanta took us to Paschal’s — a 
legendary soul food restaurant famous for its fried chicken 
and being a meeting place for many major politicians, 
business people, entertainers and even Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. during the civil rights movement.  
     Marshall Slack, who has worked at Paschal’s since he 

was 9 years old, shared bits of civil rights history and Dr. King 
anecdotes during our dinner; it was eye-opening to speak with 
someone who knew Dr. King personally. King’s favorite meal? 
Fried chicken and collard greens. 
     On April 4, 2018, the 50th anniversary of King’s 
assassination, it was only fitting the weather was dreary, with 
rain drizzling down from dark clouds above Dr. King’s tomb. 
We were in Atlanta’s Old Fourth Ward neighborhood, just 
outside Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park. 
     The park consists of King’s birth home; Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, where King and his father preached; and his resting 
place at The King Center. Inside the visitor center, video 
exhibits echoed along curved walls full of facts and details 
about the civil rights movement and King’s fight for equality. 
     As I made my way through the gallery (tissue in hand), I 
followed the sound of King’s voice: “Well, I don’t know what will 
happen now. We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t 
matter with me now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.” 
     Dr. King delivered his foreshadowing “I’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop” speech on April 3, 1968 — just one day before 
his assassination.

Georgia Department of Economic Development

Centennial Olympic Park

Courageous footsteps
By Kelsey Smith

m
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Songs of freedom
    In Albany, we visited the Albany Civil Rights Institute, which 

is located next to the restored 1906 Mount Zion First Baptist 
Church. We explored exhibits 
detailing the civil rights 
struggle through oral histories, 
photographs, documents and 
artifacts.
     After our guided tour, we 
went next door to the church 
and met Rutha Mae Harris, 
a founding member of The 
Freedom Singers, a civil rights-
inspired quartet originating out 
of Albany State College. 
     After Harris began singing, 
there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
house. She asked us all to 
sing with her, which included 
a rendition of “Ain’t Nobody 
Gonna Turn Me ‘Round.” Harris 
sang more songs and shared 
personal stories; groups can 
see the Freedom Singers 
perform at the church every 
second Saturday of the month.

Fighting for
social change
 After riding on the motorcoach for three days, we made it to 
our final destination: Savannah. The radiant sunlight and warm, 
coastal air welcomed us with open arms as we stepped off the bus 
and into the Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum.
    The museum’s director, Vaughnette Goode-Walker, greeted 
us at the door and quickly jumped into the story of Ralph Mark 
Gilbert. Gilbert served as the president of the local NAACP chapter 
from 1942–1950 and secured recognition for over 40 chapters 
throughout Georgia, making him the father of the civil rights 
movement in Savannah.
    We explored exhibits chronicling the civil rights struggle of 
Georgia’s oldest African-American community, from slavery to the 
present, before wrapping up our trip. 
    Five full days, hundreds of miles, plenty of laughter and, of 
course, never-ending plates of authentic soul food, all added up 
to a remarkable trip. But what I took away the most from my time 
in Georgia were the stories of the people who lived and provoked 
change during the civil rights movement.  
    Georgia’s new trail gives groups the unique opportunity to hear 
these stories firsthand, inspiring them to continue the same fight for 
equality today. n

Georgia Department of Economic Development
404-962-4175
exploregeorgia.org

 Wel l ,  I  don' t 

know what wi l l 

happen now. 

We've got 

some di f f icu l t 

days ahead. 

But i t  doesn' t 

mat ter  w i th me 

now, because 

I 've been to the 

mounta intop.

“

”

From top: World Journal Tribune/Don Rice, Geoff Johnson, National Park Service, Todd 
Stone

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Birth Home, Atlanta

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Ralph Mark Gilbert 
Civil Rights Museum, 
Savannah

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
Albany
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Kentucky
Oldham County

Just 20 minutes from downtown Louisville and 70 minutes 
from the Ark Encounter, Oldham County is the perfect hub for all 
things Kentucky, at one stop.

Oldham County has become the go-to destination for 
operators wanting a less-expensive alternative to the city, but still 
close enough to explore the city’s attractions.

“Oldham County on I-71 is the perfect, less-expensive Kentucky 
hub just outside Louisville,” said Kim Buckler Hydes, executive 
director of Oldham KY Tourism & Conventions. “Yes, you will love 
Oldham’s bourbon, horse farm tours, trains and underground 
railroad history, but you will absolutely adore our passion for 
helping plan the most unique itinerary for your guests — starting 
with our rare, 3-percent room tax and new hotel.”

Oldham KY Tourism & Conventions
800-813-9953
oldhamkygroups.com

From April to November 
in Oldham — the “Farm 
Tour Capital of Kentucky,” — 
touching is not only allowed 
on Oldham farm tours, it’s 
encouraged. Fifteen farm 
choices create memorable 
group experiences. Botanical 
garden lunches with behind-
the-scenes tours are 
available, and groups can 
meet horses from Hallmark 
movies featuring Jon Voigt.

Oldham farm tours
800-813-9953
oldhamkygroups.com

itinerary planner

Oldham holds two 
underground railroad 
designations by the National 
Park Service Network to 
Freedom. Learn about 
freedom-seekers in Kentucky 
and the underground railroad 
conductors who sought to 
abolish the institution of 
slavery at the renovated 
Oldham County Historical 
Society and Museum.

Oldham County Historical 
 Society and Museum
502-222-0826
oldhamkygroups.com

Kentucky Artisan 
Distillery offers a collection 
of distilling antiques and 
a behind-the-scenes tour 
on two high-end brands 
— Jefferson’s Bourbon 
(including Jefferson’s Ocean) 
and Whiskey Row, a pre-
prohibition-style bourbon only 
available in Kentucky. The 
distillery’s tour and tasting are 
highlights on the Kentucky 
Bourbon Trail for groups.

Kentucky Artisan Distillery
502-822-3042
oldhamkygroups.com

Historic La Grange is the 
only town in the world with 
a freight train running on its 
main street. The unique, two-
block shopping and dining 
district includes Oldham 
County Historical Society 
and Museum; boutiques; 
and restaurants, including a 
group tour favorite for those 
wanting to experience a meal 
by the tracks – One Nineteen 
West Main. 

Oldham KY Tourism
 & Conventions
800-813-9953
oldhamkygroups.com

RIDE LEARN SIP SEE

Oldham KY Tourism & Conventions
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Highlands Museum & Discovery
Center shares a slice of Eastern
Kentucky culture

Groups can step back into simpler 
times at the Highlands Museum & Dis-
covery Center in Ashland. History and 
heritage blend in this interactive Eastern 
Kentucky museum, where groups can 
visit a 19th-century classroom and even 
make their own music on the Karaoke 
Korner stage or the Music Quilt.

Highlands Museum & Discovery 
Center, located on the U.S. 23 Country 
Music Highway, was first organized in 
1984, and it’s currently housed in the 
former C. H. Parsons Department Store 
in Ashland’s Main Street District.

“We hope that visitors will leave know-
ing more about the history of our area 
before they entered,” said Heather Akers, 
curator at Highlands Museum & Discov-
ery Center. “History doesn't always have 
to be on the national stage, it often takes 
place in your own hometown.”

The Discovery Center offers many 

interactive experiences for groups to 
learn about the region’s local history, like 
walking into the Ohio River town of Po-
age’s Landing, and navigating Little Joe, 
an actual towboat. 

“Discovery Cavern” is an exhibit that 
gives groups the chance to become cav-
ers for the day, and to learn about bats, 
caves, stalagmites and stalactites in a 
fun, hands-on way.

“We have a variety of rotating and 
permanent exhibits that cover a range of 
topics including Ashland history, country 
music, and medical and military history,” 
Akers said. “We have something for ev-
eryone — the history buff, the music fan, 
the art critic, or the family that wants to 
relax and play in the Discovery Center.”

The “Country Music Heritage Hall” 
exhibit highlights 12 local Kentucky mu-
sicians whose careers have brought fame 
and national acclaim. The Music Quilt 
is a unique feature; it’s an interactive 
wooden sound sculpture where groups 
can touch any of the pieces and listen to 
the music that plays. 

Groups can tour the museum and 
center on their own or opt for a guided 
or semi-guided tour. Akers encourages 
groups to book visits at least two weeks 
in advance. n

Highlands Museum
 & Discovery Center
606-329-8888
highlandsmuseum.com

Kentucky Department of Tourism
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Creating Memories since 1934

* Concert Venue

* Live Theatre

* Community Events

* Group Friendly

Plaza Theatre
115 E Main St., Glasgow KY

historicplaza.com
270-361-2101

Mammoth Cave National Park unveils 
mysteries of the underworld 

As the world’s longest known cave 
system, Mammoth Cave National Park 
is a must-visit, south-central Kentucky 
landmark. Currently mapped at over 
412 miles, the cave system, with its vast 
chambers and labyrinths, accommodates 
groups along its passageways. 

 “Visitors have been touring Mam-
moth Cave for over 200 years and come 
from far and wide to walk through our 

dark and mysterious passageways as well 
as learn about the cave's geology and rich 
history,” said Molly Schroer, management 
assistant at the park. “We try to leave 
visitors with an appreciation of the cave 
formation and impact on the environ-
ment and interesting human history, 
which dates back thousands of years.”

Cave tour sizes range from 16 to 120 
people, depending on the tour. Schroer 
added that, in order for groups to par-
ticipate in a tour, they need to reserve a 
pre-scheduled tour prior to arriving. 

“We do not offer private tours for tour 
groups, so they would have to sign up for 
one of our regular tours offered, Schroer 
said. “Reservations can be made on our 
reservation website: recreation.gov.” 

Tour options change with the seasons 
and cover topics like history and geology.

“Tours range from strenuous, with 
crawling and canyoning through cave 
passages, to moderate walks through 
large and small cave passages with stairs 
and uneven terrain, to an accessible 

tour, which is intended for visitors who 
may have mobility issues,” Shroer said. 

 Although the cave is the most popu-
lar attraction, there’s more for groups to 
explore at the 52,800-acre park. Surface 
activities include canoeing, horseback 
riding, biking, hiking and camping. 

The Lodge at Mammoth Cave offers 
lodging, food and retail options for guests 
who wish to stay overnight in the park.

Groups planning to visit the park are 
encouraged to apply for a Commercial Use 
Authorization (CUA) in order to operate 
in the park. The requirement goes into 
effect in October.  

“Check on our website or call the 
concessions office at 270-758-2192 
if you need more information about 
CUAs,” Schroer said. n

Mammoth Cave National Park
270-758-2180
nps.gov/maca

NPS
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Louisiana
New Iberia

Savor all the unique cuisines and Louisiana experiences that 
New Iberia has to offer. Visit the live oak-lined Main Street or 
dine at a local restaurant with Cajun and Creole influences and 
fresh Louisiana seafood. Fondly called the “Queen City of the 
Teche,” this area is known as the spiciest, saltiest and sweetest 
place on Earth from the abundance of hot pepper sauce, salt 
domes and sugar cane fields. 

New Iberia is renowned for its culture, which draws from 
the melting pot of its Spanish-French-African American-Creole 
heritage. 

“A visit to our city will be rewarded with history and culture,” 
said Fran Thibodeaux, executive director of the Iberia Parish 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “It is a feast for the senses 
— sights, sound and taste — unlike anything you have ever 
experienced.”

Iberia Parish CVB
888-942-3742
iberiatravel.com

Jefferson Island’s Rip Van 
Winkle Gardens is a very 
mysterious place. The island 
is haunted by the legend that 
Jean Lafitte, the pirate, buried 
his treasures underneath 
the live oaks. Groups can 
dine in the cafe, take in a 
sunset stroll and explore the 
20 acres of lush gardens. 
Overnight stays are available 
in charming, on-site cottages.

Rip Van Winkle Gardens
337-359-8525
ripvanwinklegardens.com

itinerary planner

Discover the birthplace 
of TABASCO brand Pepper 
Sauce on Avery Island and 
tour the factory where the 
famous hot sauce is created. 
Groups can also tour the 
museum; eat at Restaurant 
1868 and try its bloody mary 
bar; shop in the country 
store; and explore Jungle 
Gardens, a drive-thru nature 
reserve on the island.

TABASCO
337-373-6132
tabasco.com

Century-old oaks surround 
stately homes in the New 
Iberia National Register 
Historic District. Groups 
can follow the trail and 
visit Shadows-on-the-Teche 
plantation home and gardens, 
a National Trust Historic Site. 
Groups also can stop by 
KONRIKO Company Store/
Conrad Rice Mill, America’s 
oldest operating rice mill, for 
a tour.

Iberia Parish CVB
888-942-3742
iberiatravel.com

Anyone familiar with The 
New York Times best-selling 
author James Lee Burke and 
his fictional character, Dave 
Robicheaux, knows of New 
Iberia and his love of the 
area. Visit his exhibit in the 
Bayou Teche Museum and 
eat at Robicheaux’s favorite 
spot, Victor’s Cafeteria. A 
self-guided tour of Burke’s 
Iberia is available. 

Bayou Teche Museum
337-606-5977
bayoutechemuseum.org

STAY TASTE TOUR DISCOVER

Iberia Parish CVB
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USS Kidd Veterans Museum
celebrates naval military history

USS Kidd Veterans Museum, a 
National Historic Landmark in Baton 
Rouge, gives visitors a rare opportuni-
ty to see what life was like on a World 
War II destroyer.

Known as “Pirate of the Pacific,” 
the 376-foot long Kidd is one of 
only four Fletcher-class destroyers 
preserved as museums and the only 
known destroyer preserved in its 
World War II configuration.

In 1945, the ship sustained a kami-
kaze attack 90 miles off the coast of 
Okinawa when 38 seamen lost their 
lives and 65 were wounded.

The Kidd received eight battle stars 
during World War II and four in the 
Korean War. 

“It’s a very decorated and utilized 

ship in the U.S. Navy,” said James 
Roberts, reservations and scheduling 
coordinator at the museum. 

The ship looks large, but compared 
to battleships and aircraft carriers with 
crews up to 1,000 or more, it’s not. It 
had a crew of about 330.

“You don’t really get a true un-
derstanding of what it’s like to be on 
one of these ships until you visit and 
experience that tightness of quarters,” 
Roberts said.

Launched on Feb. 28, 1943, the 
ship is named for Rear Admiral Isaac 
C. Kidd, who perished on the bridge 
of the USS Arizona during the Pearl 
Harbor attack. 

Officials asked the Defense Depart-
ment for permission to fly the Jolly 

Roger and use Capt. Kidd as the ship’s 
mascot, but were denied. But after 
Kidd’s widow wrote a letter to the de-
partment, it approved the request. 

Self-guided tours are available 
(tickets required). Groups of any size 
can have a guided tour that takes 45 
minutes to an hour. 

“(Guided tours) are a much more 
informative way to tour the USS Kidd,” 
Roberts said.

He suggested allowing an addi-
tional 30 to 45 minutes to visit the 
museum. A discount is available for 
groups of 20 or more. n

USS Kidd Veterans Museum
225-342-1942
usskidd.com

USS Kidd Veterans Museum
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Melrose Plantation shares
two centuries of history 

Melrose Plantation, a historic 
antebellum house museum in Melrose, 
peels back the curtain on a little-known 
facet of American history — plantations 
owned by people of color. 

“You get to hear the stories of a lot of 
strong women,” said Stephanie Wilson, 
site director. “That’s not really some-
thing that exists in a lot of plantations.”

Marie Thérèse Coincoin, the first 
owner of the property, was a former slave. 

“She ran this plantation,” Wilson 
said. “I don’t know another place that 
has that history.” 

Coincoin became the matriarch of 
the Cane River Creoles of Color, a com-
munity of wealthy, land-owning people 
of color that lived very prosperous lives 
there 70 years before the Civil War.

Coincoin had 10 children with 

French merchant Claude Thomas Pierre 
Metoyer, who later purchased her and 
several of her children and gave them 
their freedom. 

“Her children went on to be very 
wealthy landowners at a time when 
people of color just did not have that,” 
Wilson said.

After the Civil War, Cammie Henry, 
who played a central role in Louisiana’s 
art and literary communities, lived on 
the plantation.

“After her husband passed away, she 
just kind of blossomed into a totally new 
woman,” Wilson said. “She opened the 
grounds to artists and writers and had 
this commune here. A really beautiful 
part of the history of this place is the 
creativity that was nourished here. You 
can still kind of get those vibes when 

you walk the grounds — it’s just a very 
special place.”

Clementine Hunter didn’t live at 
Melrose but was a cook there and dis-
covered her talent there. 

“I love hearing the story of Clemen-
tine and how later in life she picked up 
paint brushes and paint discarded by an 
artist and taught herself,” Wilson said. 
“She is now this big, celebrated artist 
whose work is in the Smithsonian. It’s 
really an incredible story.” 

The tour takes 25 minutes, but Wil-
son suggests allowing time afterward to 
walk the grounds and return to some of 
the buildings. n

Melrose Plantation
318-379-0055
melroseplantation.org



34 May 2019

Mississippi
Ridgeland

Nestled along the shores of the Barnett Reservoir and 
just off the Natchez Trace Parkway is the vibrant small city of 
Ridgeland, which is full of pleasant surprises — inside and out. 
Groups will be met with outdoor adventure, upscale architecture, 
historic trails, and a rich food and drink scene.

“Visitors are amazed at our stylish and active vibe here 
in Ridgeland,” said Mina Thorgeson, director of sales with 
the Ridgeland Tourism Commission. “We offer groups 
unforgettable itineraries filled with incredible experiences. Our 
popular Group Rebate Program is just one of the quality visitor 
services we offer.” 

Ridgeland Tourism Commission
800-468-6078
visitridgeland.com

When the open road 
beckons and the urge to 
explore stirs, the scenic 
Natchez Trace Parkway 
awaits. Stops along the 
parkway near Ridgeland 
include: Choctaw Agency; 
Old Trace and Brashear’s 
Stand historic sites; the Bill 
Waller Craft Center; and 
Reservoir Overlook, which 
offers views of the 33,000-
acre Barnett Reservoir. 

Natchez Trace Parkway
800-305-7417
scenictrace.com

itinerary planner

Groups can’t get enough 
of this Mississippi River 
catfish house, Cock of the 
Walk, where servers dressed 
in period costumes toss 
homemade cornbread out 
of cast-iron skillets and right 
onto plates. Located on the 
shores of Barnett Reservoir, 
its casual rustic atmosphere 
will take groups back in time 
to the old riverboat days.

Cock of the Walk
601-856-5500
cockofthewalk
 restaurant.com

The state-of-the-art Bill 
Waller Craft Center, just off 
the Natchez Trace Parkway, 
displays the artwork of 
over 400 artisans of fine 
Southern crafts. Members 
of the Craftsmen’s Guild 
of Mississippi provide 
demonstrations and craft 
classes for groups. And, 
groups won’t want to miss the 
shopping experience in the 
gallery store.

Bill Waller Craft Center
601-856-7547
mscrafts.org

Stroll the streets of the 
Old-World style Renaissance 
at Colony Park, featuring 
amazing fountains, lush 
landscaping and high-end 
shops. The Ridgeland Retail 
Trail also offers a wealth 
of local boutiques from 
one end of the city to the 
other, including Olde Towne 
Ridgeland, Township at Colony 
Park and Northpark Mall. 

Renaissance at
 Colony Park 
601-519-0900 
renaissanceat
 colonypark.com

EXPLORE DINE CRAFT SHOP

Ridgeland Tourism Commission
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Mississippi Civil Rights Museum 
shares spirit of historic movement

In Jackson, groups can hear the 
stories of a Mississippi movement that 
changed the nation at the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum. The museum 
promotes a greater understanding of 
the Mississippi civil rights movement 
and its impact on the United States.

“The eight interactive galleries in 
the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum 
show the systematic oppression of black 
Mississippians and their fight for equal-
ity that transformed the state and na-
tion,” said Stephenie Morrisey, deputy 
director of programs and communica-
tion with the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History (MDAH). 
“The museum emphasizes that the 
civil rights struggle in Mississippi was 
a grassroots effort led by local people. 

Visitors are encouraged to begin their 
tour in the adjoining Museum of Mis-
sissippi History where they can explore 
the state’s 15,000 years of history and 
understand the context for the Missis-
sippi civil rights movement.”

The first gallery at the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum, Mississippi Free-
dom Struggle, defines civil and human 
rights, and groups can read quotations 
from the men, women and children who 
risked their lives to gain freedom. There 
also are photos of those affected by slav-
ery, including well-known leaders.

In the museum, seven of the galler-
ies encircle a space called “This Little 
Light of Mine.” There, groups can 
view a sculpture; it glows brighter and 
the music gets louder as more people 

gather and add their own “light.”
“Visitors will learn about the sac-

rifices that many made to ensure the 
rights of all citizens,” Morrisey said. 
“We hope visitors see the two Missis-
sippi museums and gain an apprecia-
tion for Mississippi’s complex history 
and how it impacts the future. Many of 
the significant civil rights events that 
occurred during the 1960s happened in 
Mississippi.”

Tours of the museum are self-
guided, and groups of 30 or more are 
encouraged to book visits at least two 
weeks in advance. n

Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
601-576-6800
mcrm.mdah.ms.gov

Tom Beck, courtesy of MDAH
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Missouri
Kansas City

No matter the reason for visiting Kansas City, there’s no 
question why National Geographic named KC one of its Best 
Trips 2019 — because now, more than ever, it’s time to “revel in 
the revival.” 

Explore the progressive art scene in galleries, exhibitions 
and hidden graffiti alleys. Sample the exquisite culinary culture, 
from iconic barbecue to farm-fresh favorites. Discover national 
and international stories of heroism, courage and sacrifice 
in renowned museums. Or, shop among Spanish-inspired 
architecture to find local goods and high-end apparel. 

“Kansas City continues to rise through the ranks as 
a stellar visitor destination,” said Derek Klaus, director of 
communications at Visit KC. “Some of the city’s best sights, 
sounds and tastes can be experienced in a single trip — each 
as authentic and memorable as the last.”

Visit KC
816-691-3800
visitkc.com/group-tours

A testament to KC’s 
creative culture, The Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art’s 
collection comprises works 
that encompass more than 
5,000 years of history. 
Tour its halls for looks at 
impressionist masterpieces 
and an ancient Chinese 
temple, roam the sculpture 
park — highlighted by larger-
than-life Shuttlecocks — and 
marvel at seasonal exhibits.

The Nelson-Atkins
 Museum of Art
816-751-1278
nelson-atkins.org

itinerary planner

Queue up to satisfy ‘cue 
cravings at Joe’s Kansas 
City Bar-B-Que, a gas 
station-turned-restaurant 
well-known for its fresh 
flavors. Frequently featured 
on top 10 lists and travel TV 
shows, Joe’s is a sensational 
representation of KC 
barbecue. Download the KC 
BBQ Experience app to track 
barbecue travels, starting with 
this popular stop. 

Joe’s Kansas City
 Bar-B-Que
913-722-3366
joeskc.com

Found in the 18th & Vine 
Historic Jazz District, Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum 
is a remarkable museum 
using artifacts, interactive 
displays and a replica 
baseball diamond to trace 
the trials, tribulations and 
triumphs of Negro League 
baseball players from their 
rise in the early 19th century 
to Major League Baseball’s 
integration post-World War II. 

Negro Leagues
 Baseball Museum
816-221-1920
nlbm.com

Kansas City’s premier 
shopping hotspot, Country 
Club Plaza features designer 
brands that dazzle shoppers 
and boutiques boasting 
regionally produced goods 
that locavores love. There’s 
also Spanish-inspired 
architecture, picture-perfect 
patios and countless 
fountains large and small, 
making the plaza a one-of-
a-kind destination district for 
visitors of all ages. 

Country Club Plaza
816-753-0100
countryclubplaza.com

SEE EAT TOUR SHOP

Clockwise from top: Visit KC (2), Visit KC/Jason Dailey, Visit KC/Ben Pieper, Visit KC/Austin Walsh
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National Blues Museum 
shares genre’s impact

There is only one place in the world 
where the full story of the blues — all 
the way back to its roots in centuries-
old African-American culture — may 
be experienced, and that is the National 
Blues Museum in St. Louis.

“Visitors experience the entire 
timeline of the blues, its span 
throughout American history and 
the music genres that came from 
the Blues,” said Dave Beardsley, 
visitor experience coordinator at 
the museum.

The story of the blues; its expres-
sive, raw and oftentimes melancholy 
chords; and its musical imprint and 
influence on genres from rock and 
pop, rap and jazz, folk and country, 
are told through permanent exhibits 
in the museum’s main galleries as 
well as traveling exhibits.

Groups can become blues leg-
ends in the exhibit that lets visitors 
create song lyrics; add harmonica, 
guitar and piano; create the album 
art; choose a stage name; and then 
email the production home. They 

can choose a song from several early 
blues artists at the “Matchbox Mix” 
exhibit and then hear versions by The 
Allman Brothers Band, Led Zeppelin 
and The Beatles.

Play the bones, spoons, shaker or 

washboard at the “Jug Band” exhibit, fol-
lowing along with an on-screen, interac-
tive jug band.

Live music figures are prominently 
featured in scheduled programming 
several times a week, including early 
evening “Soulful Sundays” and Thursday 
evening “Sittin’ on the Porch” open jams. 
Performers are local, regional and even 
international, from Australia to Canada, 
routing through St. Louis. 

Motorcoach parking presents a few 
challenges as there is no designated 
museum parking and the museum 
itself is located in a busy section of 
downtown St. Louis. Groups typically 
unload at the museum’s main entrance. 
Street parking may or may not be 
available; garage parking is offered in 
several downtown lots. Beardsley noted 
the closest paid lot is an open-air one 
behind the museum at 6th Street and 
Lucas Avenue. n

National Blues Museum
314-925-0016, ext. 433
nationalbluesmuseum.org

Glenn Reigelman/National Blues Museum

missouri
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north carolina
Asheville

Asheville, situated in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
is one of America’s most vibrant destinations. The breathtaking 
mountain scenery is met with a sophisticated yet bohemian 
culture, including a thriving arts community, diverse outdoor 
adventures, a fun and inviting downtown and many historic 
attractions. 

“Asheville’s vibe is creative, welcoming, energetic and 
free-spirited,” said Beth McKinney, sales manager at Explore 
Asheville. “Whether seeking adventure or to unwind, the 
Asheville area offers groups more than just fantastic views 
of magnificent mountains. Our thriving city offers tours and 
activities for all interests, and it is very easy to incorporate 
immersive, local experiences like farm tours, glass-blowing 
demonstrations, wild food foraging or guided hikes.”

Explore Asheville
828-258-6139
exploreasheville.com

WNC Farmer’s Market 
is open seven days a week 
and features fresh produce, 
mountain crafts, honey and 
many other farm-fresh items. 
Located on a 36-acre site 
with a beautiful panoramic 
view of the mountains, it is 
conveniently located near 
downtown Asheville with easy 
access between two major 
interstate highways.

WNC Farmer’s Market 
828-253-1691
ncagr.gov/markets/ 
 facilities/markets/Asheville

itinerary planner

Lexington Glassworks 
is a contemporary glass-
blowing studio and gallery 
in downtown Asheville that 
offers 30-minute, live glass-
blowing demonstrations led 
by local artists. The step-by-
step demo will fire up creative 
energy and is a must-see 
for an Asheville visit. Tour 
buses are welcome, and 
the demonstration fees are 
waived for tour leaders and 
bus drivers.

Lexington Glassworks 
828-348-8427
lexingtonglassworks.com

Highland Brewing 
is Asheville’s oldest craft 
brewery, dating to 1994. 
The brewery offers private 
group tours and event space, 
including a rooftop venue 
with unparalleled views of 
the beautiful Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Kick back, relax 
and try the famous Gaelic 
Ale, a Black Mocha Stout or a 
Daycation IPA.

Highland Brewing 
828-299-3370
highlandbrewing.com

As America’s largest 
home, Biltmore is filled with 
history. George Vanderbilt’s 
Biltmore House and gardens 
were completed in 1895, 
boasting 250 rooms and 
over 178,000 square feet of 
space, all sitting on 8,000 
acres. Groups can explore 
the home and gardens on a 
guided tour, or an exclusive 
behind-the-scenes tour.

Biltmore
800-411-3812
biltmore.com

SHOP SEE SIP TOUR

ExploreAsheville.com
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International Civil Rights Center
& Museum reflects on 1960 sit-ins

Devoted to the international 
struggle for civil and human rights, 
the International Civil Rights Center 
in Greensboro celebrates the nonvio-
lent protests of the 1960 sit-ins. The 
sit-ins served as a major catalyst during 
America’s civil rights movement.

“The International Civil Rights 
Center & Museum is unique in that it is 
housed in the F.W. Woolworth building, 
which encompasses the ‘whites-only’ 
lunch counter housed in its original 
location,” said John Swaine, CEO of 
the International Civil Rights Center & 
Museum. “Guests can come face-to-face 
with true American history in an inti-
mate setting, and they are taken on an 
informative and emotional journey with 
a docent, with tours lasting approxi-
mately one hour and 15 minutes.”

On Feb. 1, 1960, the A&T Four (four 
African-American college students) 
helped orchestrate and lead the sit-in 
movement that began at F.W. Wool-
worth’s whites-only lunch counter.

The original lunch counter is by far 
the most iconic piece groups will see, 
but the center’s collection also includes 
many artifacts from early segregation, 
including a two-sided Coca-Cola ma-
chine. The machine’s pricing was based 
on the patron’s race. 

Other notable artifacts include a 
“colored-only” water fountain and a 
Tuskegee Airmen uniform, representing 
all-black units serving during World War 
II. Many of the artifacts have been donated 
by national and local figures and venues.

Groups can explore the profiles and 
backgrounds of key civil rights activists, 

walking away with new ideas and infor-
mation about the civil rights movement. 

“Guests should feel empowered by 
the fact that even a single person can 
make a difference,” Swaine said. “By 
recognizing the power of one’s voice, a 
ripple effect can change one’s commu-
nity — and the world — as evidenced by 
what transpired in this very brick-and-
mortar building. This intimate journey 
is not one to be missed.” 

Swaine encourages groups of 25 
or more guests to schedule visits in 
advance, and groups of 10 or more 
received discounted admission. n

 
International Civil Rights Center
 & Museum
336-274-9199, ext. 100
sitinmovement.org

International Civil Rights 
Center & Museum
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Maggie Valley  •  Waynesville
Lake Junaluska  •  Canton  •  Clyde

onlyinonslow.com

Whiskey, Wine & Wonderful Eats

Whiskey, Wine & Wonderful Eats

Soar to new heights with
Sky Valley Zip Tours

Groups can experience heart-
pumping adventure in North Carolina’s 
High Country from 300 feet above the 
ground with Sky Valley Zip Tours in 
Blowing Rock. 

Sky Valley offers over 140 acres for 
groups to explore the great outdoors, 
from ATV rides and cliff jumping to 10 
different zip lines and a swinging bridge. 

The 120-foot-long swinging bridge 
sits 50 feet above the ground, allowing 
groups to take in the serene view of a 
cascading, 35-foot-tall waterfall sur-
rounded by lush greenery.

On an ATV ride, groups can kick 
back and relax while a guide takes them 
through the forest and river and up to 
the mountain. 

“Big Mama,” a 1,600-foot zip line, 
is sure to fill any adrenaline junkie’s 

fix on Sky Valley’s 
Canopy Tour.

First-timer? 
Have no fear 
— Sky Valley’s 
Ground School 
educates groups 
on what they will 
experience on a 
zip line tour and 
uses practice lines 
for training. Zip 
rangers make sure 
all group mem-
bers are safe and 
comfortable, and 
most importantly, 
having fun.

“If you love 
nature and adven-
ture, then there's something here for 
you,” said Lori Sharp, co-owner. “With 
our Canopy Tour, you get to experience 
a true Appalachian outdoor experience 
in and above the trees.”

Groups can turn up the thrills with 
a night zip under the stars, which 
includes a cliff jump at the end. On a 
night zip, groups sport a headlamp and 
take an ATV ride up to Ground School, 
where they learn how to navigate the 
moonlit course. 

The Night Flight course covers 
the first 5 miles of the Canopy Tour. 

Platforms are lit; however, only the 
moon and stars will light the way when 
groups cross Big Mama. The Night 
Flight course is offered on select week-
ends after dark; hours vary based on 
sunset times.

Each Sky Valley tour is accompanied 
by a photographer, so groups can let go 
and enjoy the moment. Tours run rain 
or shine, and groups are encouraged to 
dress in layers. n

Sky Valley Zip Tours
855-475-9947
skyvalleyziptours.com

Sky Valley Zip Tours
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Greenville offers groups a unique blend of traditional Southern 
charm and contemporary cool they won’t find anywhere else. Its 
award-winning, tree-lined main street buzzes with people, locally 
owned boutiques and 110-plus inventive restaurants. Greenville 
also is home to a ridiculously picturesque 32-acre park situated in 
the heart of downtown, with a breathtaking waterfall and a one-of-
a-kind floating pedestrian bridge. 

“Welcome to Greenville, South Carolina — where surprises 
await around every corner,” said Taryn Scher, PR representative 
for VisitGreenvilleSC. “From twinkling treetops to dazzling 
waterfalls, to world-class art exhibits and one of the most 
buzzed about food scenes in the United States, this charming 
Southern city will have you planning your next visit before you 
even leave.” 

VisitGreenvilleSC
800-351-7180
visitgreenvillesc.com

Spend some time in 
Falls Park, a nationally 
acclaimed green space with 
a spectacular bridge that 
allows unobstructed views of 
the Reedy River Falls. The 
Liberty Bridge — a 345-foot, 
curved bridge held in the air 
by a single suspension cable 
— is the only one of its kind in 
the United States.

Falls Park
greenvillesc.gov/167/
 falls-park

itinerary planner

Visit the BMW 
Performance Center and 
Zentrum Museum — the 
home to the international 
manufacturing headquarters 
of BMW — now the largest 
manufacturing facility in the 
world. Every X3, X5, X6, X4, 
X7 and Z3 have been built 
at the facility in Greenville. 
There, groups can experience 
the history of the BMW brand.

BMW Performance Center 
 and Zentrum Museum
888-868-7269
bmwusfactory.com/     
 zentrum

The best way to see a 
city in a short timeframe is 
to eat through it. Greenville 
History Tours offer three 
different culinary experiences 
for groups. They will visit 
multiple locations, sampling 
small bites from each, and 
groups will also learn the 
history of Greenville’s culinary 
transformation from local 
historian John Nolan. 

Greenville History Tours
864-567-3940
greenvillehistorytours.com

Caesars Head State 
Park has long been a 
must-see in the South 
Carolina Upstate area. A 
granite outcropping atop 
the dramatic Blue Ridge 
Escarpment, it offers 
breathtaking views year-
round, especially when fall 
sets the hardwoods ablaze. 
One of the most popular trails 
is the 4-mile, roundtrip Raven 
Cliff Falls trail. 

Caesars Head State Park
864-836-6115
southcarolinaparks.com/
 caesars-head

EXPLORE RACE TASTE HIKE

VisitGreenvilleSC
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THE LARGEST 
MUSEUM IN 

CHARLESTON, SC!

USS YORKTOWN

VIETNAM EXPERIENCE

USS LAFFEY

MEDAL OF HONOR MUSEUM

APOLLO 8 REPLICA

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT

PatriotsPoint.org/Groups
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 Group Discounts Available

 Free Bus Parking  Easy Group Check-in 

 Gift Shop  On-site Café   VIP Tours 

 Education Programs  Flight Simulator

 Helicopter Rides  Audio Tours  Group Photos

Explore the low country with
Charleston Outdoor Adventures

Blending outdoor beauty with 
heart-pumping adventure, Charleston 
Outdoor Adventures (COA) encour-
ages guests to navigate South Carolina’s 
diverse low country while getting out of 
their comfort zone.

“Growing up on a farm in the rural 
mountains of Virginia, I always felt a 
deep connection with the outdoors,” 
said Joe Lotts, owner. “COA stands apart 
because of our excellent staff, wide range 
of offerings and our unique location. 
All of our staff are passionate naturalists 
who possess deep and unique under-
standings of the region’s spectacular 
wildlife. Over the years we have grown 
by expanding inventory and curating 
tours that cater to all, resulting in a vari-
ety of nature-based tours and equipment 
rental offerings.”

Groups can test the waters with 
kayak tours, stand-up paddle boarding 
tours, a dolphin eco-charter, Morris Is-
land Lighthouse eco-charter, an inshore 
fishing charter, fossil tours and kayak 
fishing tours. All tours and charters are 
guided, and kayak and stand-up paddle 
board rentals also are available.

“Our private location on Bowens 
Island enables us to provide guests 
with direct access to some of Charles-
ton's most pristine tidal creeks and the 
abundant life they host,” Lotts said. “As 
an outdoor adventure company, our 
priorities are environmental education, 
customer service and professionalism, 
which allow us to consistently offer 
guests a safe, unforgettable experience. 
Whether or not (guests) can recall any 
specific facts, we hope that each and 
every one leaves with a greater overall 
understanding, appreciation and con-
nection with nature, specifically South 
Carolina's coastal ecosystem.” 

Aside from providing an afternoon 
of coastal fun, Charleston Outdoor 
Adventures hopes to inspire groups to 
protect the environment in the long run.

“We love the phrase, ‘conservation 

starts with conversation,’ reflecting our 
hope that our tours will empower guests 
to engage in talks surrounding coastal 
protection and that eventually that talk 
will spread to action,” Lotts said. n 

 

Charleston Outdoor Adventures
843-795-0330
charlestonoutdooradventures.com
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Clarksville

A visit to Clarksville, Tennessee’s fifth-largest city, brings 
all the charm and hospitality one would expect from a 
quintessential Southern city. What can groups expect? Besides 
welcoming hospitality and superior customer service, they 
will enjoy scenic drives, a major Southern waterway, historic 
attractions, stunning architecture, a lively performing and visual 
arts community, palate-pleasing local eateries, boutiques and 
antiques, art galleries, a winery, distillery, craft breweries and 
custom-created special events.

“We pride ourselves on creating a customized and 
memorable experience for each group that visits,” said Frances 
Manzitto, director of tourism & sales at Visit Clarksville. “We 
can’t wait to do that for you.” 

Visit Clarksville
800-530-2487
visitclarksvilletn.com

This year, from Sept. 
18 to 22, Clarksville’s 
community will come together 
to celebrate veterans at the 
Welcome Home Veterans 
Celebration. Headquartered 
at Beachaven Vineyards & 
Winery, a variety of activities 
and exhibits are designed to 
help remember and honor 
all those who have served. 
The event concludes with a 
concert by Lee Greenwood.

Welcome Home Veterans          
 Celebration
800-530-2487
welcomehomeveterans
 celebration.com

itinerary planner

Historic Collinsville, a 
40-acre pioneer settlement 
outside of Clarksville, 
chronicles life in rural 
Tennessee from 1830–1870. 
Experience life before and 
after the Civil War on a 
guided tour of 18 restored 
log homes and outbuildings 
filled with authentic period 
furnishings and artifacts. Plan 
a picnic or hayride for even 
more fun.

Historic Collinsville
931-245-4344
historiccollinsville.com

Clarksville’s only distillery, 
Old Glory Distilling Co. 
specializes in small-batch, 
artisan distilled spirits. A 
grass-to-grain operation, it 
distills premium Tennessee 
and bourbon whiskey, rum, 
moonshine and vodka. 
Enjoy a cocktail-making 
competition, group tours, 
tastings or a catered meal 
in the 20,000-square-foot, 
rustic-themed venue.

Old Glory Distilling Co.
931-919-2522
oldglorydistilling.com

The Looking Glass 
Restaurant, a veteran-owned 
eatery, blends ideas from 
America and Europe with 
a Southern twist. Groups 
enjoy casual dining with 
from-scratch meals and 
pastries in a relaxing, artistic 
environment. Try steaks, 
artisan sandwiches, fresh 
salads, soups, pasta and 
desserts for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. 

The Looking Glass    
 Restaurant
931-552-6344 
thelookingglassrestaurant. 
 com

CELEBRATE VISIT SIP DINE

Visit Clarksville
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Cele�ation

Hiwassee River Heritage Center,
trail experience now open

The expansion of the Hiwassee River 
Heritage Center and the National His-
toric Trail Experience in Charleston is 
officially open to the public. 

Owned by the Charleston-Calhoun-
Hiwassee Historical Society, the Hiwas-
see River Heritage Center first opened in 
May 2013, always with the intention of 
expanding to add an exhibit hall and an 
education room.

With community-minded donors 
and supporters, the George Robert and 
Doris Bolen Johnson Exhibit Hall and 
the Carl E. Colloms Education Room 
are officially completed. A list of donors 
is displayed at the heritage center with 
a major supporter being the USDA – 
Rural Development.

The exhibit features extensive infor-
mation beginning with pre-Cherokee na-

tive peoples and goes through Cherokee 
settlements, the federal Indian Agency, 
Fort Cass and the Cherokee Removal. 
The exhibit also examines Charleston and 
Calhoun’s role in the Civil War and after 
through industrialization.

The new National Historic Trail 
experience will debut the first trail seg-
ment as well, connecting the Hiwassee 
River Heritage Center to the Charleston 
Park. This segment of the trail is called 
“Voices from the Past” and features 
significant quotes about the Cherokee 
Removal at Fort Cass from Cherokee 
and missionaries and from military 
figures. n

Hiwassee River Heritage Center
423-665-3373
hiwasseeheritage.com
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Inspire miles of smiles for your tour 
group with hundreds of unique attractions 
conveniently located in one beautiful 
mountain town. Stunning views, shows, 
Dollywood, down-home cooking, arts, 
crafts and much more make us 
a destination to remember.

PIGEONFORGETOURS.COM
1-80 0 -285 -7557

by joy.
Be driven
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Ruby Falls combines beauty and wonder 
Adventure is waiting for groups at 

Ruby Falls, a Chattanooga destination 
that is no stranger to superlatives. Home 
to the tallest and deepest underground 
waterfall open to the public, Ruby Falls 
invites guests to descent 26 stories to 
see the waterfall deep inside Lookout 
Mountain — 1,120 feet underground. 

In 1928, a man named Leo Lam-
bert and a team of excavators found 
the breathtaking waterfall below the 
surface of Lookout Mountain. Lambert 
named the falls after his wife, Ruby.

“Exploring Ruby Falls inspires 
extraordinary connections to nature 
and is a great reminder of the wonder of 
nature,” said Lara Caughman, corporate 
communications manager at Ruby Falls. 

Several tour options are available 
to groups. During the Classic Water-
fall Tour, guides take groups along the 
cavern trail and show off the treasures 

hidden underground. 
“On this tour, groups will also 

learn about the accidental discovery of 
the cavern, see stunning rock forma-
tions created over thousands of years 
and take in breathtaking views from 
Lookout Mountain Tower, Blue Heron 
Overlook and the Village Plaza,” said 
Neyrissa Best, inside sales coordinator 
at Ruby Falls.  

For a more laid-back experience, 
groups can take the Lantern Tour, 
which takes guests on a storytelling 
journey through the cavern.  

“During this tour, the cavern and trail 
are illuminated only by handheld lanterns 
as a guide shares legends and lore about 
the Ruby Falls Cave,” Caughman said.  

Above ground, groups can take in 
sweeping views of the Tennessee Valley 
and Tennessee River from Lookout 
Mountain Tower, Blue Heron Overlook 

and Ruby Falls Village Plaza. A visit 
isn’t complete without a stop at Ruby 
Falls Village Gift Shop. 

Groups can extend a visit at the 
seasonal aerial adventure park, which 
requires a separate ticket. n

Ruby Falls 
800-755-7105
rubyfalls.com

Ruby Falls
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SEE THE BEST OF NASHVILLE

call today to book your Nashville EXPERIENCE!

KRISTI DRIVER
TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5439  |  kdriver@opry.com

SANDY JUSTICE
TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5345  |  sjustice@opry.com

MIKE MOLLOY
TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5344  |  mmolloy@opry.com

Catch the new stars, superstars, and legends of country music at the world’s 

longest running radio show, the Grand Ole Opry. Shows every Friday & 

Saturday, plus Tuesdays March through December.

Tour the Ryman, known as The Mother Church of Country Music. The 

history of this National Historic Landmark comes to life as never before 

with the state-of-the-art Soul of Nashville pre-tour experience and new 

multi-media exhibits. Tours available daily.

Tour the Opry House and go behind the scenes of the show that made 

country music famous. A new state-of-the-art theater presentation kicks-off 

each tour, sharing the story behind some of country music’s biggest artists 

and their roads from virtual unknowns to being right at home backstage. 

Tours available daily.

Whether you party with us in downtown Nashville, soak up our laid-back 

mountain vibe in Gatlinburg, or visit us in Blake’s Oklahoma hometown, 

Ole Red is your new favorite hangout. Ole Red is a great group meal 

option. Coming to Orlando in 2020!

GOOEG_GroupTourAd_2019.indd   1 3/15/19   10:42 AM

History and nature meet at  
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens

Originally built as the home of Leslie 
and Mabel Cheek in 1929, Cheekwood 
Estate & Gardens in Nashville presents 
world-class art exhibits and welcomes 
over 225,000 visitors every year.

“Cheekwood can transport your 
group to another time and place,” said 
Caroline Jeronimus, communications 
manager at Cheekwood. “With 55 acres 
of majestic botanical gardens, world-
class art exhibitions and the historic 
Cheek family home, there is something 
for everyone to enjoy.”

There are a variety of guided tours 
groups can choose from, making every 
experience at Cheekwood unique.

“We offer House and History tours, 
Garden Tours, the full Cheekwood 
Experience tour, tours about our con-
nection and history with Maxwell 

House Coffee, as well as specialty tours 
such as bachelorette group tours, social 
media-focused tours and holiday tours,” 
Jeronimus said.

At Café 29, guests can sip on a cup 
of original Maxwell House coffee blend 
and enjoy pastries, a tribute to the coffee 
that helped found Cheekwood. 

Leslie Cheek, who ran his family’s 
wholesale grocery distribution, C. T. 
Cheek & Sons, invested in his cousin 
Joel Cheek’s Maxwell House business. 
Upon its 1928 sale for $45 million, Les-
lie’s already existing fortune expanded. 

Cheekwood’s permanent fine art col-
lection includes drawings, photographs, 
sculpture, prints and paintings with a 
heavy focus on American art produced 
between 1910 and 1970. 

Out of all of Cheekwood’s gardens, 

the Howe Garden is one of the most 
beloved. With a renovation from The 
Garden Club of Nashville, the origi-
nal Wildings garden is on display — a 
state-of-the-art rain garden, Mrs. Howe’s 
Thatched Toolhouse and an endangered 
stinking cedar. n

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
615-353-6971
cheekwood.org

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens
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The Richmond region has a little something for everyone 
— the foodie, the beer geek and the art lover. History buffs 
should look forward to an exciting year: 2019 brings the 
expansion of the American Civil War Museum at Historic 
Tredegar. A 28,500-square-foot structure will be added, which 
will feature expanded gallery spaces, an experiential theater and 
preservation areas for Civil War artifacts.

“The Richmond region is a welcoming destination to 
motorcoaches and groups of any size or demographic,” said 
Toni Bastian, group tour manager at Richmond Region Tourism. 
“From unique shopping, fascinating historic tours and world-
class dining, Richmond Region Tourism will help you create the 
perfect itinerary.”

Richmond Region Tourism
804-783-7450
visitrichmondva.com/groups

Richmond has a thriving 
food scene and it’s known 
for many James Beard-
nominated spots. Experience 
the food scene to its fullest — 
book a foodie tour with River 
City Food Tours. Head to 
Brenner Pass for a taste 
of Europe’s Alpine region. 
Bistro 27 and The Tobacco 
Company are great options 
for large groups. 

River City Food Tours
804-479-8929
rivercityfoodtours.com

itinerary planner

The Black History 
Museum & Cultural Center 
of Virginia contains a 
permanent collection ranging 
from art, artifacts, textiles, 
photographs, rare books and 
music. BHMVA shares untold 
stories of struggle, sacrifice, 
achievement, and triumph 
that have been created over 
the 400-year history since 
the first Africans touched 
American soil.

Black History Museum & 
 Cultural Center of Virginia
804-780-9093
blackhistorymuseum.org

There is plenty of art to 
be seen in the Richmond 
region, starting with the 
newly opened Institute for 
Contemporary Art. The non-
collecting institution features 
rotating exhibits and special 
events, and admission is 
always free. The institute 
presents art in the current 
time period, providing an 
open forum for dialogue and 
collaboration.

Institute for
 Contemporary Art
804-828-2823
icavcu.org

Groups can’t visit 
Richmond without sampling 
a local brew (or two). Before 
setting out on a beverage 
journey, grab a Richmond 
Beer Trail map, which 
guides visitors to more than 
30 breweries to taste beer 
and collect stamps at a 
minimum of five breweries in 
exchange for collectible gear. 
Cideries, meaderies and 
distilleries also are included.

Richmond Beer Trail
804-783-7450
visitrichmondva.com/drink

DINE LEARN SEE SIP

Clockwise from top: Richmond Region Tourism (4), Heather Michelle

BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE. 
Hands-on experiences and uncommon access  offered exclusively for groups. 
Plan your group’s Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.

 Rockin’ The   

 Boardwalk 

October 13–16,2020GOOD TIMES  
ARE INEVITABLE
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BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE. 
Hands-on experiences and uncommon access  offered exclusively for groups. 
Plan your group’s Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.
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MarinersMuseum.org/Groups
Newport News, VA

Book Your Group Today!

Come Find

IN
“HOME”

www.GoToMontVA.com

Chrysler Museum of Art shares
an unrivaled collection

From ancient artifacts to Tiffany 
glass and local artists, the Chrysler 
Museum of Art in Norfolk has it all.

 “The Chrysler’s collection offers 
something for everyone from chang-
ing exhibitions to art that ranges from 
ancient Egypt to the art of today,” said 
Colleen Higginbotham, deputy director 
for visitor experience at the museum. 
“Particular highlights are the museum’s 
collections of glass, impressionist 
paintings, and American and European 
art. The Chrysler is one of the country’s 
best mid-sized art museums that always 
impresses visitors with the depth and 
breadth of its collections, its hospitable 
atmosphere and beautiful amenities.”

The Chrysler’s collection of glass is 
one of the largest and most comprehen-
sive in the world, boasting over 10,000 
works of art spanning 3,000 years. 

Groups can go behind the scenes and 
see how these glass objects are created 
in the Perry Glass Studio. Narrated 
glassmaking demos, classes and work-
shops also are offered at the museum.

The Chrysler’s full collection in-
cludes over 30,000 pieces of art.

“Our expert tour guides have in-
depth knowledge of the museum’s exhi-
bitions and collections,” Higginbotham 
said. “They can make any tour mean-
ingful and customize it specifically to 
the needs and interests of a group.”

Higginbotham suggests booking 
visits for large groups at least four to six 
weeks in advance, and two weeks for 
smaller-sized groups. n

Chrysler Museum of Art
757-664-6200
chrysler.org

Chrysler Museum of Art
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Perfectly nestled in the Appalachian Mountains of West 
Virginia lies a town tranquil enough to make for a great escape 
and lively enough to be an experiential destination for all.

When visiting Morgantown, groups will have the opportunity 
to explore the greater West Virginia outdoors, meet hospitable 
locals during events and tours, taste the Mountain State’s finest 
cuisine and beverages, and rest alongside the riverfront. 

“Morgantown is as far north as you can go to get some good 
old Southern hospitality,” said Susan Riddle, president and CEO 
of the Greater Morgantown Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
“Our mountaineers know how to give our guests an experience 
that will have them coming back again and again.”

Greater Morgantown CVB
304-292-5081
tourmorgantown.com

Mountain State Brewing 
Co. is one of the oldest and 
largest full-scale distributing 
microbreweries in West 
Virginia. With its unique 
Appalachian interior featuring 
a massive stone pizza oven 
as the heart of the restaurant, 
Mountain State Brewing Co. 
offers mouthwatering flatbread 
pizzas and brews every beer 
lover will fawn over.

Mountain State
 Brewing Co.
304-241-1976
mountainstatebrewing.com

itinerary planner

Morgantown’s arts scene 
is ever-growing, and the West 
Virginia University Libraries’ 
Public Art Guide tour is 
the best way to experience 
Morgantown’s creativity and 
artistic enthusiasm. Pick 
one area of town to conquer 
or tour all three for a true 
Morgantown arts experience. 
Pick up a guide at any 
visitor’s center.

Greater Morgantown CVB
304-292-5081
tourmorgantown.com

Soak in the Mountain 
State’s beauty at the famous 
Coopers Rock Overlook 
in Coopers Rock State 
Forest. This overlook 
provides a safe viewpoint 
for guests to witness the 
rolling mountains and scenic, 
flowing river. Pack a lunch 
and enjoy the covered picnic 
area before heading onto one 
of the nearby trails for a hike. 

Coopers Rock State Forest
304-594-1561
wvstateparks.com/park/
 coopers-rock-state-forest

Morgantown Marriott at 
Waterfront Place is a full-
service historic Wharf District 
hotel boasting 207 rooms 
and suites. The property 
offers an abundance of 
amenities: luxurious bedding, 
free high-speed wireless 
internet, an indoor pool, state-
of-the-art fitness center, spa 
services, room service and 
flat-screen HDTVs.

Morgantown Marriott
 at Waterfront Place
304-296-1700
marriott.com

SIP TOUR HIKE STAY

Greater Morgantown CVB
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WEST VIRGINIA. BY RAIL.
Make MountainRail your next GROUP destination! Customizable Trips - Two Trains, One Day! - Local Attractions  

Let us plan your West Virginia getaway. Elkins - Cass Scenic Railroad - Durbin

CALL: 304.636.9477 Ext. 109 • MTN-RAIL.COM

Gandy Dancer Theatre gets groups moving
Amusing comedy, accurate imper-

sonations and talented musicians all 
come together for a night of high-energy 
fun at Gandy Dancer Theatre in Elkins.

“As West Virginia's only full-time 
dinner theater, we offer the conve-
nience of having a plated meal served 
to your seat and show all in the same 
location,” said G’na Stephens, CEO of 
direct marketing sales at Gandy Dancer 
Theatre. “For groups, that's a big plus. 
No loading and unloading the bus — 
it's all under one roof.”

At a show, groups will find them-

selves dancing in their seats, laughing 
until they cry and making memories 
that will last a lifetime — a Gandy 
Dancer guarantee. 

“I want groups to walk away happy,” 
Stephens said. “Our motto is: ‘People 
enter as guests but leave as family.’ It's 
our goal that we make everyone feel like 
the show is performed just for them. We 
share lots of laughs, shed a few tears and 
give a lifetime of memories.”

Shows are Branson-style, featur-
ing music across different genres like 
country, pop, gospel and Motown sound. 

Gandy Dancer also hosts murder mystery 
dinners and tribute shows dedicated to 
musical legends like Dolly Parton, Kenny 
Rogers, Elvis, and Johnny and June Cash.

“The Gandy Dancer has two full-
length, big production shows back to 
back every week, allowing bus groups 
to see two completely different shows 
with completely different meals each 
night,” Stephens said. “Our shows are 
high-energy with the finest entertain-
ers, fabulous musicians, beautiful danc-
ers and family-friendly comedy. Every 
year our shows change, so what you see 
this year will not be repeated the fol-
lowing year.”

Group discounts are offered and 
are all-inclusive with dinner, the show, 
gratuity and tax. Stephens recommends 
booking group visits six to nine months 
in advance. n

Gandy Dancer Theatre
304-636-4935
gandydancertheatre.com

Gandy Dancer Theatre
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304-424-0736
potomaceagle.info

Potomac Eagle Scenic

RAILROAD

Trace history at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
Groups can step back into West 

Virginia’s past at Harpers Ferry Na-
tional Historical Park in Harpers Ferry. 
The small, historic community sits at 
the confluence of the Shenandoah and 
Potomac rivers and has plenty of things 
for groups to explore and do.

As the midpoint of the Appalachian 
Trail, Harpers Ferry is home to the Ap-
palachian Trail Conservancy, the trail’s 
headquarters, and is considered one of 
the best walking parks in America.

Visitors can hike over 20 miles of 
trails varying from easy, riverside strolls 
to 4-mile hikes across Civil War battle-
fields and 8-mile adventures to the tops 
of mountains. While hiking, groups can 
catch a glimpse of the towering Blue 
Ridge Mountains and learn about the 
region’s history and wildlife, including 
peregrine falcons. 

Living history and historic trade 
rangers, in partnership with the Harpers 
Ferry Park Association, offer workshops 
focusing on 19th-century skills and 
trades. Some of these workshops include 
gardening, blacksmithing, cooking and 
tin-making. Groups can register for the 
workshops in advance with the Harpers 
Ferry Park Association.

Living History weekends and pro-
grams throughout the year give groups 
an opportunity to see historical dem-
onstrations and park staff dressed in 
period clothing. 

In Lower Town, the most-visited area 

of the park, groups can view historic 
buildings and explore museums, exhib-
its and a bookshop. Some popular stops 
in Lower Town are The Point and John 
Brown’s Fort. The Point is where the 
Potomac and Shenandoah rivers meet, 
and from there, groups can see three dif-
ferent states at once: Maryland, Virginia 
and West Virginia.

At John Brown’s Fort, groups can see 
where John Brown and his followers bar-
ricaded themselves in 1859. The building’s 
complex history dates to 1848, originally 
beginning as the federal Harpers Ferry 
Armory’s fire engine and guard house.

Rangers also offer guided tours of the 
park, which can be arranged in advance. n

Harpers Ferry National
 Historical Park
304-535-6029
nps.gov/hafe NPS
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Arizona
Tucson

As the largest city in southern Arizona, Tucson is an ideal 
jumping-off point for groups visiting the region. Tucson’s natural 
landscape draws visitors outdoors, while its attractions, art, 
culture and cuisine keep groups awed and entertained during 
their visit.

“A tour to Tucson and southern Arizona is an experience 
your clients will always remember,” said Jalyssa Gasmen, 
tourism sales manager at Visit Tucson. “Warm weather and year-
round sunshine make Tucson an outdoor mecca for exploring 
the Sonoran Desert. Take a moment to savor globally acclaimed 
dining in the USA’s first UNESCO City of Gastronomy. Tucson 
is a culturally rich city with a wealth of unique attractions. We 
welcome tour groups to take a step back in time and immerse 
in the history of the Southwest.”

Visit Tucson 
800-638-8350, ext. 148
visittucson.org

Sabino Canyon, located 
on the northeastern edge of 
Tucson as part of Coronado 
National Forest, is as 
beautiful as it is rugged. It’s 
a natural oasis in the desert, 
featuring abundant plants 
and wildlife, and waterfalls 
on Sabino Creek. Explore the 
canyon on foot or bike, or by 
taking the tram that runs into 
the Santa Catalina Mountains.

Sabino Canyon
 Recreation Area
fs.usda.gov

itinerary planner

Southwestern culture and 
heritage are on display at 
DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun, 
a 10-acre National Historic 
District designed and built 
by acclaimed Arizona artist 
Ettore “Ted” DeGrazia. The 
site features six permanent 
collections of paintings. 
Rotating exhibitions display 
some of the 15,000 DeGrazia 
originals housed at the gallery. 

DeGrazia Gallery
 in the Sun
520-299-9191
degrazia.org

Tucson stakes claim 
to the “Best 23 Miles of 
Mexican Food” north of the 
border — a 23-mile section of 
the city boasting the highest 
concentration of authentic 
Mexican eateries, including 
El Charro Café, where 
the chimichanga was first 
created. Don’t miss delicious 
street food, like Sonoran hot 
dogs, raspados, churros and 
empanadas. 

Visit Tucson
visittucson.org/food-drink/
 restaurants/23-miles-
 mexican-food

Mt. Lemmon SkyCenter 
offers an awe-inspiring 
opportunity that lets groups 
peer beyond the blue 
horizons of the southwestern 
skies. Visitors explore the 
astronomical wonders of the 
universe from the summit of 
Mt. Lemmon — the highest 
peak in the Santa Catalina 
Mountains (9,172 feet) and 
scenic sky island. Stargazing 
programs are offered nightly, 
year-round.

Mt. Lemmon SkyCenter
520-626-8122
skycenter.arizona.edu

SEE EXPLORE EAT GAZE

Clockwise from top: Visit Tucson, Mt. Lemmon SkyCenter, Visit Tucson (2), Rick Machle
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Western Spirit: Scottsdale’s Museum 
of the West tells authentic stories

From exhibits of Hopi pottery mas-
terworks to rare posters starring silver 
screen cowboys and Native Americans, 
Western Spirit: Scottsdale’s Museum 
of the West (SMoW) bridges the Old 
West to the New West and beyond. 
The vast majority of galleries feature 
rotating exhibitions, consistently of-
fering something new that illuminates 
the past and enlightens the future. 

“We’re a museum of Western stories 
— and stories have the power to inspire, 
change history and celebrate cultures,” 
said Mardi Larson, marketing and com-
munications director. “SMoW brings 
authentic stories to life through Western 
and Native American art, artifacts and 
living cultures. We’re a Smithsonian Af-
filiate destination that connects visitors 

of all ages to the Western lifestyle.”
SMoW offers three different 

docent-led museum tours every day. 
All docent-led tours are included with 
museum admission. Prior to meeting 
in the main lobby for a tour, groups 
should plan to see the 10-minute in-
spirational film Spirit Is in the theater. 

For groups of 15 or more, tours are 
self-guided unless advance arrange-
ments for a guided tour have been 
made. Currently, the museum offers 
the Western Perspectives Tour, the 
Reimagine the West Tour and the 
Frontier Exploration Tour.

 “Newcomers are welcome on all 
tours,” Larson said. “Each tour offers a 
unique perspective on museum exhibi-
tions and a fresh take on Western art, 

artifacts and culture.”
The Frontier Exploration Tour 

is particularly relevant as it features 
NASA and Western artist Paul Calle, 
and celebrates this year’s 50th anniver-
sary of Apollo 11.

“We hope visitors of SMoW leave 
feeling like they experienced the West 
from a whole new perspective,” Larson  
said. “Our institution offers guests a 
new point of view in the hopes that it 
inspires them to explore new notions 
and fresh ideas related to the Western 
lifestyle.” n

 
Western Spirit: Scottsdale’s
 Museum of the West
480-686-9539
scottsdalemuseumwest.org

Bill Timmerman/Studio Ma
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California
El Dorado County

The 1848 discovery of gold in Coloma touched off the 
largest gold rush in history. Today, Coloma is part of El Dorado 
County — a year-round group destination overflowing with outdoor 
adventure, wineries, agriculture and shining gold rush history. The 
’49ers established hundreds of mining towns along the western 
foothills of the Sierra Nevada — many of which still exist. 

The dramatic high-alpine scenery of the area also drew 
in Hollywood filmmakers. El Dorado County Visitors Authority 
offers a Movie Lover’s Guide; groups can go on a Hollywood-
style tour to see where the big blockbusters were filmed, from 
Indiana Jones to Horse Whisperer.

The Visitors Authority can help create custom itineraries, 
offer event passes, secure lodging commitments, provide step-
on guides, and assist with transportation and parking.

El Dorado County Visitors Authority
530-621-5885
visit-eldorado.com

Guided walking tours 
are offered at Marshall Gold 
Discovery State Historic Park 
through the Gold Discovery 
Park Association. The Gold 
Discovery Tour tells the 
story and visits the sites of 
the Coloma Valley before the 
discovery of gold by James 
Marshall. Groups learn about 
the events leading up to 
the discovery, the California 
Gold Rush and the town of 
Coloma. 

Gold Discovery Tour
530-622-3470
marshallgold.com

itinerary planner

Ghost walks with Haunted 
Hangtown Ghost Tours give 
groups the vivid history of 
haunted, historic Placerville, 
aka “old Hangtown.” Guides 
share history and haunted 
lore, as well as engage in a 
real paranormal investigation 
using some of the latest 
ghost hunting equipment. 
Tours begin at the Ivy House 
parking lot. 

Haunted Hangtown
 Ghost Tours
530-748-0435
hauntedhangtown
 ghosttours.com

El Dorado County 
Historical Society conducts 
guided tours of Placerville’s 
Historic Main Street by 
reservation. The tour typically 
begins at the Fountain & 
Tallman Museum and lasts 60 
to 90 minutes. Tour guides 
dress in period costume and 
describe locations on Main 
Street between Cedar Ravine 
Road and Sacramento Street.

Walking Tours of
 Historic Main Street 
530-626-0773
eldoradocounty
 historicalsociety.org

Owned and operated 
by the El Dorado County 
Historical Society, the 
Fountain & Tallman Soda 
Works building, the site of 
John Fountain & Benjamin 
Tallman’s Soda Works, was 
erected in 1852–1853. Now 
the Fountain & Tallman 
Museum, it’s known as the 
“Biggest Little Museum in the 
West.” 

Fountain & Tallman
 Museum
530-626-0773
eldoradocounty
 historicalsociety.org

LEARN TOUR EXPLORE DISCOVER

Clockwise from top: iStock, Kent Kanouse, iStock (2), Creative Commons
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Jennifer Fontana, Group Coordinator
(530) 225-4010 | Jennifer@VisitRedding.com
VisitRedding.com/GroupsAndMeetings

Experience 
Upstate California

Go off the beaten path with Sonoma Food Tour

Groups can eat their way through 
California’s wine country with a So-
noma Food Tour.

“Many of our guests enjoy learning 
about the town of Sonoma through 
their taste buds,” said Mia Steiger, 
owner of Sonoma Food tour. “In 
between food or wine tastings, we tell 
guests stories about Sonoma/California 
history, culture and architecture. We 
also like to make restaurant and winery 
recommendations and tell them more 
about things to do in the wine country.”

Each tour takes groups to locally-
owned and -operated wine shops, pop-
ular eateries and specialty food stores. 
The most popular tour is the original 
Walking Food Tour, where group mem-
bers can sample Sonoma’s local cuisine 
including cheeses, olive oil, wine and 
chocolates. The tour usually lasts three 

hours and covers 1½ miles.
“We offer groups our three most 

popular tours: Walking Food Tour, 
Walking Wine Tour and a Walking 
History Tour — all of these tours can 
be customized for a private group,” 
Steiger said. “We also offer custom 
tours, which can include anything 
from workshops, cooking demonstra-
tions, picnics and hiking to half-day 
walking food tours and half-day driv-
ing wine tours.”

Steiger can accommodate groups up 
to 30 people and recommends breaking 
them up into smaller ones for a more 
personalized experience.
“Groups enjoy Sonoma Food Tours 
because they get to feel like a friend 
is showing them around town, taking 
them to the best off-the-beaten path 
places while learning the history from a 

local’s perspective,” Steiger said. n 
 
Sonoma Food Tour 
707-939-5849
sonomafoodtour.com
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FEED YOUR SOUL
 AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL
Book your group tour at VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

Groups love our location • Over 1800 rooms available 
Ask about great packages • Contact Carrie@VisitVallejo.com 

VisitVallejo.com • 800-4-VALLEJO 

Groups love our location • Over 1300 rooms available 
Ask about great packages • Contact Carrie@VisitVallejo.com 

VisitVallejo.com • 800-4-VALLEJO Empress Theatre Mare Island
Napa Valley 
Wine TrainEmpress Theatre Mare Island
Napa Valley 
Wine Train

Your Bay Area Fun Starts Here! Ferry to SFFerry to SF

BATMAN and all related characters and elements © & ™ DC COMICS (S19)

Summer 
2019

© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Sweet!
• Fun, interactive and 

sensory exhibits
• Retail Store and Café             

FACTORY TOURS 
DAILY 9:15AM-4PM

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane • Fairfield, CA

JellyBelly.com • 800-953-5592

Reflect on ancient world at The Getty Villa
Modeled after a first-century Roman 

country mansion in Herculaneum, Italy, 
The Getty Villa offers complimentary pub-
lic architecture, garden and gallery/collec-
tion tours. The Villa is located in Los An-
geles between Santa Monica and Malibu 
on Pacific Coast Highway overlooking the 

ocean. With advance notice, private group 
orientation tours are available.

“A visit to The Getty Villa offers 
a rare look into the ancient world, a 
unique experience in the bustling me-
tropolis that is Los Angeles,” said David 
Singleman, group and tourism sales 
coordinator. “Visitors leave The Getty 
Villa feeling enlightened and rejuve-
nated. Strolling the tranquil gardens and 
experiencing the arts from antiquity is a 
must for group visitors to LA.”

The museum houses billionaire John 
Paul Getty’s collection of Greek, Roman 
and Etruscan antiquities, and includes 
monumental bronze and marble sculp-
tures, beautifully decorated Greek vases, 
gold jewelry, intricate mosaics, ancient 
glass, frescoes and coins. 

Singleman said audio-guided tours 
are an excellent and informative com-
panion to viewing the collection. Tem-

porary international loan exhibitions are 
featured throughout the year. 

Tranquil landscaped gardens feature 
fountains, statuary, arbors and reflecting 
pools, with ample opportunity to rest and 
contemplate nature and the ancient world.

The Mediterranean-style café offers 
indoor and outdoor seating with views 
of the ocean, and a coffee cart offers 
snacks and drinks. Picnic box lunches 
also are available. 

The Museum Store sells jewelry, 
decorative glass, clothing and accessories, 
one-of-a-kind gifts, books and souvenirs.

On-site motorcoach parking is avail-
able, and the museum is accessible to all. 
Groups must have a timed reservation 
obtainable online or by phone. n

The Getty Villa
310-440-7300
getty.edu/visit/villa



Oakland

Napa

37

12

99

113

4

12

12

24

1

120

132

99

1

San Francisco

San Jose

4

29

128

Sacramento
Lake

Tahoe

Sonoma



62 May 2019
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YOUR 
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IN CALIFORNIA

TejonOutlets.com Located just 40 min. north of Los Angeles, off California’s I-5.

Book your Groups at the Outlets at Tejon! For Meet & Greets, a VIP gift and discounts for your clients,  
plus a $15 gift card for your group leader and driver, contact Becky at rswiggum@tejonoutlets.com or  

+1 (661) 663-4213 at least 48 hours prior to your visit. Plus, mention this ad when you book your trip!

SAVE UP TO 65%
at over 60 brand-name stores

california
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Hornblower.com
For rates and details contact emiller@hornblower.com

Fun for the whole group

SAN FRANCISCO    SACRAMENTO    NEWPORT BEACH    LONG BEACH    MARINA DEL REY    SAN DIEGO    NEW YORK

Style and savings meet
at Outlets at Tejon 

With its upscale amenities and 
high-end appearance, Outlets at Tejon 
in Tejon Ranch can be mistaken for an 
expensive place to shop. But, the outlet 
center, which is celebrating its fifth anni-
versary this year, offers just the opposite: 
value and deals. 

“The Outlets at Tejon is less than 
two hours north of Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport, and with up to 65 
percent off the already discounted prices 
at the outlets, it makes the perfect stop 
for the beginning or end of any tour,” 
said Becky Swiggum, director of market-
ing at Outlets at Tejon. “Guests will find 
themselves surrounded by designer 
labels and captivated by the center’s 
California Mission ranch design and 
upscale amenities.” 

The 365,000-square-foot shopping 
destination is surrounded by the historic 

Tejon Ranch, amid rugged mountains, 
steep canyons, oak-covered rolling hills 
and broad valleys. The outlet center 
features more than 60 brands in fashion; 
footwear; accessories; home goods and 
other categories, including Kate Spade, 
Michael Kors, Nike Factory Store, Coach 
Factory Store, H&M, Express, Old Navy, 
Samsonite and Pottery Barn.

“The center offers all group tour 
guests a free VIP coupon booklet,” Swig-
gum said. “With advanced, 48-hour no-
tice, group tours receive a meet and greet 
with a special VIP gift tote bag, plenty of 
daily sales from select retailers and a 20 
percent group dining discount at Don 
Perico’s restaurant. We also offer perks 
and privileges for drivers and group lead-
ers, including a Visa gift card.”

Other group amenities include free, 
convenient motorcoach parking; ample 
and luxurious restroom facilities; an 
integrated food court; and plenty of 
sit-down restaurants, both on-site and 
adjacent to the center.

“For smaller groups, we offer a com-
missionable shopping package, which is 
a fun way for guests to experience the 
Outlets at Tejon while the tour operators 
make some money,” Swiggum said. 

Outlets at Tejon
661-663-4213
tejonoutlets.com

Outlets at Tejon

Discover The Huntington
Group Tours Available

Pasadena Adjacent | huntington.org

adsToursTiny.qxp_Courier 7/04  1/3/17  3:24 PM  Pa  
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TOUR-FRIENDLY IN THE HEART OF PALM SPRINGS! 
 
 

Call today to learn about our exclusive offer for
Group Tour Magazine readers.

palmmountainresort.com   1.800.622.9451

• Just steps from shops, restaurants, and the casino
• Continental breakfast and motor coach parking

The Flyer – San Francisco
opens at Pier 39

The Flyer – San Francisco — a “fly-
ing” theater attraction — is now open at 
PIER 39 in San Francisco’s Fisherman’s 
Wharf. 

Award-winning global attraction 
developer Triotech created the experi-
ence in partnership with W.A. Alter, Inc. 
of San Francisco.

Guests experience the feeling of 
soaring over the biggest attractions and 
iconic landmarks of the city and the sur-
rounding Bay Area, with views that have 
never been seen before. 

“I love watching our guests while 
they ride The Flyer – San Francisco,” 
said John Alter, owner. “I can see their 
excited reactions as they see the sites of 
San Francisco on the giant 3D screen 
and at the same time are strapped into a 
thrilling amusement park-style ride.”

The attraction features cinematic art-
istry and state-of-the-art HD film foot-
age captured with the help of drones and 
helicopters, and blended with computer-
generated imagery. 

After an introduction, guests are 
ushered into the main theater. They 
buckle up as the floors slip away and the 
28 guests are suspended in front of the 
1,100-square-foot curved screen that 
fills their field of sight, ensuring each 
guest has the feeling of a front-row seat. 
In the motion-based seats, guests take 
an immersive flight through some of 
the Bay Area’s landmarks and neigh-
borhoods, including the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Alcatraz, Coit Tower, Marin 
Headlands, Chinatown and the Castro.

“With our 15 million visitors a year, 
PIER 39 is proud to be the most-visited 
attraction in San Francisco,” said Taylor 
Safford, president and CEO of PIER 39. 
“It is the addition of new and wonder-
ful experiences, such as The Flyer – San 
Francisco, that keep this property fresh, 
unique and fun.” 

A discounted rate is offered for 
groups of 10 guests or more. It’s recom-
mended large groups book in advance. 

“The Flyer – San Francisco is the 
perfect addition to San Francisco-bound 
tours,” said Clayton Hill of The Flyer. 
“With a 30-minute commitment per 
busload, we offer a world-class attrac-
tion with a short commitment time.” n

The Flyer – San Francisco
theflyer-sanfrancisco.com

The Flyer – San Francisco

415.981.PIER                    PIER39.com
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Colorado
Colorado Springs

With more than 60 natural and man-made area attractions, 
groups will never run out of ways to connect with and 
experience Colorado Springs.

“Colorado Springs is an excellent choice for group travel,” 
said Floy Kennedy, director of travel industry sales for Visit 
Colorado Springs. “With Colorado’s natural beauty just minutes 
from downtown, groups can experience the wonders of the 
Pikes Peak region, including Garden of the Gods, America’s 
Mountain and Paint Mines Interpretive Park. 

“Groups can go hiking among magnificent rock formations 
and spend a day touring places like the Colorado Springs 
Pioneers Museum and the Royal Gorge Bridge & Park. Known 
as Olympic City USA, groups can tour the Colorado Springs 
Olympic Training Center and coming in 2020, the U.S. Olympic 
Museum and Hall of Fame.”

Visit Colorado Springs
719-685-7635
visitcos.com

     The Royal Gorge Route 
Railroad traverses the 
narrows of the Royal Gorge 
deep within the granite cliffs 
that soar more than 1,000 
feet above the tracks. It’s 
Colorado’s first and only 
full-service railroad dining 
experience, and features 
a beautifully restored mid-
century coach and dome 
cars with luxurious seating.

Royal Gorge
 Route Railroad
719-276-4000
royalgorgeroute.com

itinerary planner

Slated to open in 2020, 
U.S. Olympic Museum 
and Hall of Fame will be 
located just a few blocks from 
the United States Olympic 
Committee headquarters. 
And just a few minutes from 
the new museum site, the 
Colorado Springs Olympic 
Training Center offers groups 
a behind-the-scenes look into 
the daily lives and training 
regimens of Team USA.

U.S. Olympic Museum
 and Hall of Fame
719-358-6325
usolympicmuseum.org

The Colorado Springs 
Pioneers Museum offers 
guided and self-guided 
educational tours and 
programs for adult groups. 
The museum is located 
downtown in the restored 
1903 El Paso County 
Courthouse, and preserves 
the history and culture of 
the Pikes Peak region. Both 
permanent and temporary 
exhibits are featured. 

Colorado Springs
 Pioneers Museum
719-385-5990
cspm.org

Take a walk on the 
wild side. Groups visiting 
Cheyanne Mountain Zoo 
are encouraged to schedule 
a docent-led tour. For an 
extra spectacular evening, 
schedule a Starlight Safari 
evening program. The 
program includes the chance 
to feed a giraffe herd, an up-
close meet-and-greet with an 
animal ambassador, s’mores 
and a private tour. 

Cheyanne Mountain Zoo
719-633-9925 
cmzoo.org

DISCOVER INSPIRE TOUR LEARN

Clockwise from top: iStock, Cheyanne Mountain Zoo, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, Gallagher & Associates, Visit Colorado Springs



66 May 2019

Western Heritage - Discover the 
deep roots of the Pikes Peak or Bust 
Gold Rush exploring old mines.

All Aboard - Trek through  
Cripple Creek and along the 
Arkansas River in the Royal Gorge 
on historic trains.

The Great Outdoors - Adventure 
is always close by with thousands of 
miles of trails and open spaces.

Arts Scene - Enjoy hundreds of 
public sculptures, galleries, art 
walks, classes and performances.

All Seasons - From colorful  
fall days to spring blooms, the region 
shines with a year-round mild 
climate.

Olympic City USA - See where 
Team USA dreams are born at the 
Colorado Springs Olympic  
Training Center. 

55+ - With more than 55 unique 
attractions, it’s easy to plan  
multi-day itineraries in the Pikes 
Peak region.

Cultural Experiences - Soak  
in the region’s multi-faceted culture 
at museums, historic  
sites and festivals.

Colorado Springs is a year-round tour 
destination boasting mild temperatures, 
more than 300 days of blue skies and 
spectacular scenery. Create intriguing 
tours at unforgettable destinations like 
Garden of the Gods Park and the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. 

PLAN YOUR TOUR
VisitCOS.com/groups-tours

TOP 8 REASONS TO TOUR

COLORADO 
SPRINGS
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Floy Kennedy
Director of Travel Industry Sales
Floy@VisitCOS.com
719.685.7635

We believe in visionaries who can turn a bus into an expedition. 
Pioneers who know that “sightseeing” is about what you feel 

just as much as it is what you see. Optimists who are only over-
booked when they’ve packed too much to read. We don’t believe 

in tourists.

We believe in explorers.

Garden of the Gods Park

colorado

Delicious Denver 
Food Tours 
highlights 
culinary scene

Locally owned and operated, Deli-
cious Denver Food Tours are led by 
Denver foodie experts and feature 
delicious dishes at local restaurants. All 
tours are less than 1 mile in walking 
distance and last up to three hours. 

“The tours are a great way to explore 
Denver through its thriving food scene 
and to go behind the scenes at some 
of the best spots in town,” said Jessica 
Baumgart, founder and CEO of Deli-
cious Denver Food Tours. “Our passion 
is connecting Denver locals and visitors 
to our city’s amazing food scene. We’re 
so happy Denver has become a foodie 
destination and we have an amazing 

time showing off the world-class restau-
rants that call our city home.” 

Baumgart said the Downtown Den-
ver Food Tour is a great introduction to 
the city and its local restaurants. Guests 
visit six spots for curated tastings, and 
meet chefs and owners throughout the 
journey. Groups taste everything from 
gourmet hotdogs to authentic Neapoli-
tan pizza and farm-fresh cheese. 

In addition to tasting some of the 
city’s favorite dishes, guests learn about 

Denver’s history, architecture and street 
art along the way. While in route, groups 
visit local city landmarks like the ball-
park, the city’s first jazz club, the oldest 
hotel in Denver, the brand-new Dairy 
Block and the iconic Union Station.

 “I absolutely love all of our food tour 
partners because they are each unique 
and amazing, but right now I'm lov-
ing Ultreia inside Union Station for a 
nice dinner out in an intimate setting,” 
Baumgart said. “On the other end of 
the spectrum, if I'm wanting a quick, 
delicious bite at a lower cost, Lazo 
Empanadas is my go-to spot. They're a 
family-owned shop and their Argentin-
ian baked empanadas are amazing.”

Aside from three public tours, the 
company regularly hosts private groups. 
Baumgart said the experience is perfect 
for special outings. n

Delicious Denver Food Tours
720-575-3224
deliciousdenverfoodtours.com

Delicious Denver Food Tours



Western Heritage - Discover the 
deep roots of the Pikes Peak or Bust 
Gold Rush exploring old mines.

All Aboard - Trek through  
Cripple Creek and along the 
Arkansas River in the Royal Gorge 
on historic trains.

The Great Outdoors - Adventure 
is always close by with thousands of 
miles of trails and open spaces.

Arts Scene - Enjoy hundreds of 
public sculptures, galleries, art 
walks, classes and performances.

All Seasons - From colorful  
fall days to spring blooms, the region 
shines with a year-round mild 
climate.

Olympic City USA - See where 
Team USA dreams are born at the 
Colorado Springs Olympic  
Training Center. 

55+ - With more than 55 unique 
attractions, it’s easy to plan  
multi-day itineraries in the Pikes 
Peak region.

Cultural Experiences - Soak  
in the region’s multi-faceted culture 
at museums, historic  
sites and festivals.

Colorado Springs is a year-round tour 
destination boasting mild temperatures, 
more than 300 days of blue skies and 
spectacular scenery. Create intriguing 
tours at unforgettable destinations like 
Garden of the Gods Park and the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. 

PLAN YOUR TOUR
VisitCOS.com/groups-tours

TOP 8 REASONS TO TOUR

COLORADO 
SPRINGS

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

Floy Kennedy
Director of Travel Industry Sales
Floy@VisitCOS.com
719.685.7635

We believe in visionaries who can turn a bus into an expedition. 
Pioneers who know that “sightseeing” is about what you feel 

just as much as it is what you see. Optimists who are only over-
booked when they’ve packed too much to read. We don’t believe 

in tourists.

We believe in explorers.

Garden of the Gods Park
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Hawaii
Honolulu

Honolulu International Airport serves as the entry point for 
most of Hawaii’s visitors, and Honolulu offers the beautiful, 
sunny beaches those destined for Hawaii dream about. The city 
stretches across the southeastern shores of O’ahu, from Pearl 
Harbor to Makapuu Point, including the world-famous Waikiki 
Beach. 

But as the capital of Hawaii and the state’s largest city, 
Honolulu also offers art, culture, world-class shopping and 
nightlife. In this cosmopolitan city, groups will find both fine 
dining and historic landmarks. Honolulu was a prime staging 
area in World War II — a position it retained during the Korean 
War and Vietnam War. 

Begin exploring the city’s lush landscape, diverse attractions 
and a community spirit known as Aloha. 

Hawaii Visitors & Convention Bureau
800-464-2924
gohawaii.com

The surrender of the 
Japanese on the deck of the 
Battleship Missouri brought 
WWII to an end. It remains 
one of the most impressive 
highlights in the ship’s 
illustrious, 50-year career, 
spanning three wars and 
three generations. Guided 
tours of Battleship Missouri 
Memorial last between a half 
hour and two hours. Self-
guided tours are available.

 
Battleship Missouri 
 Memorial
808-455-1600
ussmissouri.org

itinerary planner

Diamond Head 
State Monument offers 
breathtaking views 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
and O’ahu. The Diamond 
Head Visitor Center is the 
only location that offers 
official State of Hawaii 
Diamond Head Hiking Tours, 
taking groups to the edge of 
a 400,000-year-old crater. 

Diamond Head
 State Monument
866-332-1941
diamondheadvisitor
 center.org

The largest museum in the 
state, Bishop Museum offers 
daily tours, programs and 
presentations that explore 
Hawaii’s extraordinary history, 
culture and environment. 
The museum contains one 
of the largest natural history 
specimen collections in the 
world and serves to represent 
the interests of native 
Hawaiians.

Bishop Museum
808-847-8251
bishopmuseum.org/
 group-visits

The Honolulu Zoo is 
located between the slopes 
of Diamond Head State 
Monument and Waikiki. 
Twilight tours give groups the 
chance to discover what a 
zoo is like once other visitors 
leave and the gates close. On 
Friday and Saturday evenings, 
join a two-hour walking tour 
to visit some of the zoo’s 
most intriguing animals.  

The Honolulu Zoo
808-926-3191, ext. 114
honoluluzoo.org

EXPLORE HIKE DISCOVER LEARN

Clockwise from top: Eric Tessmer, John Sonderman, Creative Commons, iStock, Battleship Missouri Memorial 
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Polynesian Cultural Center preserves 
spirit through experiences

In Laie, on the northern shore of 
O’ahu just one hour from Honolulu, 
groups can spend the day exploring the 
rich heritage of the Pacific Islands at 
the Polynesian Cultural Center.

More than 37 million visitors have 
wandered through its tropical splen-
dor. Polynesian Cultural Center’s team 
works with group leaders on every 
detail of a visit, including ground trans-
portation from the hotel.

“Polynesian Cultural Center em-
bodies the Polynesian cultures of the 
Pacific and, most importantly, Aloha,” 
said Coco Davis, group representative 
for Polynesian Cultural Center. “We 
have re-created six authentic villages 
spread over 42 acres that represent 
the six Polynesian cultures from the 
Pacific, and we hope groups feel the 
spirit of Love and Aloha from the 

people of Polynesia.”
There are several components, from 

dining experiences to activities, that 
make up Polynesian Cultural Center. 
Polynesian Village Tours travel through 
time and space while groups experience 
thousands of years’ worth of culture 
from six island nations.

“I recommend our Ambassador 
Luau package, as it includes a guided 
tour for groups to explore our six vil-
lages (Tonga, Tahiti, Samoa, Aotearoa, 
Fiji and Hawaii) to ensure they don’t 
miss a thing,” Davis said. “Afterward, 
they’ll be brought to enjoy our award-
winning, authentic Luau dinner and 
live entertainment. And, for the grand 
finale to top off the evening, Ambassa-
dor Luau groups have premier seats to 
our award-winning ‘Hā: Breath of Life’ 
night show.”

“Hā: Breath of Life” is a symbolic 
story of Mana and his beloved Lani told 
through Polynesian dance, music and 
blazing fireknives. 

The Polynesian Football Hall of 
Fame is another must-see, which hon-
ors Polynesia’s greatest players, coaches 
and contributors. The hall of fame was 
started by Super Bowl champions Jesse 
Capolu and Ma’a Tanuvasa.

The Oahu Circle Island Tour allows 
groups to take a journey across the his-
torical, scenic and cultural highlights 
of O’ahu. Participants see Diamond 
Head, Hanauma Bay, the Plai Lookout, 
Dole Plantation, famous North Shore 
beaches and the Hawai’i Temple. n

Polynesian Cultural Center
808-293-3122
polynesia.com/groups

Polynesian Cultural Center
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Kansas
Overland Park

Overland Park is steadily building a national reputation for its 
viable and vibrant art scene. Whether a group prefers classical 
art, contemporary art or something in between, it’s bound to be 
flourishing in Overland Park and its neighboring communities.

The city is home to John County Art and Heritage Center, the 
Prairiebrooke gallery, The Rice Gallery of Fine Art and Images 
Art Gallery. And, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art and Kemper 
Museum of Contemporary Art are just outside Overland Park in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

In addition to the galleries and museums, groups can 
explore charming downtown shops and restaurants, and savor 
the sights, sounds and smells of the Overland Park Farmers 
Market. 

Visit Overland Park
913-491-0123
visitoverlandpark.com

At more than 38,000 
square feet, the Nerman 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art features more than 
12,000 square feet of 
exhibition space. The 
museum has one of the top 
internationally-acclaimed 
collections of emerging 
and established artists. 
Docents are on campus by 
appointment only.

Nerman Museum of 
 Contemporary Art
913-469-8500, ext. 4989
nermanmuseum.org

itinerary planner

Entertaining groups of 
eight to 600, New Theatre 
& Restaurant offers five-
star cuisine followed by a 
Broadway comedy or musical 
that features stars from 
stage, film and TV. Upcoming 
performances include Ken 
Ludwing’s Sherwood: The 
Adventures of Robin Hood 
from Nov. 21, 2019, to Feb. 
2, 2020, and Million Dollar 
Quartet from April 16, 2020, 
to July 5, 2020.

New Theatre & Restaurant
913-649-7469
newtheatre.com/groups

At the Thomas Hart 
Benton Home and Studio 
State Historic Site just 
across the border in Kansas 
City, Missouri, reflections of 
Benton’s life are present in 
his home and his paintings. 
A renowned painter, sculptor, 
lecturer and writer, Benton 
had a gift for interpreting 
everyday life. Benton’s 
Victorian-style home and art 
studio remains how he left it.

Thomas Hart Benton Home 
 and Studio State Historic
816-931-5722
mostateparks.com

Wind through relaxing 
paths that showcase flowers, 
grasses, shrubs and water 
features. Overland Park 
Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens is home to more 
than 13 gardens with over 
1,700 species of plants. 
Because the arboretum is 
open year-round, groups may 
enjoy the beauty in all four 
seasons.

Overland Park Arboretum 
 & Botanical Gardens
913-685-3604
opkansas.org

SEE EAT DISCOVER STROLL

Clockwise from top: iStock, City of Overland Park, A.D. Modlin, New Theatre & Restaurant, Via Tsuji
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Immerse in culture and science
at Flint Hills Discovery Center

The beauty and wonder of the Flint 
Hills are the inspiration for the Flint 
Hills Discovery Center in Manhattan. 
Groups can explore more than 10,000 
square feet of interactive exhibits and 
exciting temporary exhibitions, as well 
as prairie-inspired outdoor plazas. And 
the Horizon Ranch Immersive Theater 
brings the prairie to life through sight, 
sound and innovative effects. 

“The Flint Hills Discovery Center 
allows guests to uncover the magnifi-
cence of the Flint Hills,” said Kynedee 
Hodges, marketing coordinator at Flint 
Hills Discovery Center. “Our permanent 
exhibits tell the story of the Flint Hills 
through interpretive components that 
guests of all ages can enjoy. We also offer 
temporary exhibits throughout the year. 

Simply put, the Flint Hills Discovery 
Center is a place for guests to come and 
learn more about the history and signifi-
cance of the land around them.”

This spring, the center opened its 
Prairie Garden Terrace and Trail out-
door exhibit, which features 15 infor-
mational panels highlighting important 
topics in the Flint Hills eco-region. 
And this summer, the center will host 
“Dream with Da Vinci,” followed by 
“Zoo in You” this fall. 

 “In addition to the comprehensive 
indoor and outdoor exhibits, we offer 
special lectures and programs for adult 
tour groups,” said Stephen Bridenstine, the 
center’s curator of education. “These focus 
on specific topics unique to the Flint Hills.”

Bridenstine said two of the most 

popular lectures are about prairie chick-
ens in Kansas and the role of fire in the 
Flint Hills. Both issues showcase how 
the ecological region is connected. 

“Landscapes affect animals and 
animals affect landscapes,” Bridenstine 
said. “My hope is that guests leave with 
an increased sense of understanding and 
appreciation for our unique environment 
here. The Flint Hills represent the last 
stand of the tallgrass prairie. If guests leave 
knowing a grassland is more than just a 
monotonous sea of green, but rather a dy-
namic ecosystem with spectacular plants 
and animals, big and small, I’ll be happy.” n

Flint Hills Discovery Center
785-587-2726
flinthillsdiscovery.org

Flint Hills Discovery Center



72 May 2019

Nebraska
Omaha

An urban oasis on the plains, Omaha is a dynamic and 
energetic city that continually transforms itself. Omaha is named 
after an American Indian tribe and means “those going against 
the wind or current.” 

“Groups will discover venues, accommodations and 
entertainment in a city filled with surprises,” said Jessica 
Weishahn, tourism sales manager at Visit Omaha. “Omaha is 
conveniently located at the crossroads of the country in the 
center of America, making flying or driving easy.

“There is a reason why Omaha was named one of America’s 
best cities. Omaha’s reputation is growing in popularity as a 
foodie city and is home to one of the ‘world’s best’ zoos. It is 
known for being a great value destination for visitors.”

Visit Omaha
866-937-6624
visitomaha.com

Internationally known as 
one of the world’s best zoos, 
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
& Aquarium is more than 
a zoo; it’s a biological park 
dedicated to conservation 
and with year-round wild 
kingdom adventures. For 
easy mobility, guests can 
hop on the zoo’s tram, which 
comfortably transports up to 
50 guests to view exhibits 
throughout the zoo.   

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo  
 & Aquarium
402-733-8401
omahazoo.com

itinerary planner

The Durham Museum 
is an art deco train station-
turned museum. Step back 
in time in the museum’s 
Great Hall and enjoy the 
same grandeur millions of rail 
travelers did during the train 
station’s heyday from 1931 to 
1971. Lifelike bronze statues 
seem to come alive with 
travel stories. Enjoy an old-
fashioned phosphate at the 
train station’s original 1930s 
soda fountain.

The Durham Museum
402-444-5071
durhammuseum.org

World-renowned Boys 
Town, a National Historic 
Landmark District, features 
a beautiful chapel in the 
likeness of a 15th-century 
Gothic church, historic 
gardens and beautiful statues 
depicting the history of the 
town. Learn how the town 
began during a tour of the 
Hall of History museum 
and walk through Father 
Flanagan’s historic 1927 
home. 

Village of Boys Town
800-625-1400
boystown.org/village

Groups can explore 
the many flavors of South 
Omaha, home to ethnic 
cultures from across the 
globe. Polish, Czech, German 
and Mexican history lives 
on through the food, art 
and culture of the area. 
Located in South Omaha, El 
Museo Latino is an intimate 
museum that offers a variety 
of art forms for visitors to 
enjoy. Special programming 
is available for groups. 

El Museo Latino 
402-731-1137
elmuseolatino.org

EXPLORE SEE LEARN IMMERSE

Visit Omaha
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FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE
IN KEARNEY
The Classic Car Collection features 200+ restored automobiles.

visitkearney.org
308-237-3178

Cruise through automobile history
at Classic Car Collection

Classic Car Collection in Kearney 
is an all-encompassing group of more 
than 200 automobiles that foster a love 
for automotive history and evolution. 
The collection sports rare and tradi-
tional makes, from the pre-war era to 
contemporary styles.

“One of the most surprising facts 
people learn is just how big the col-
lection is: 210 vehicles,” said Kaitlin 
Schneider, social media manager at 
Classic Car Collection. “What's more 
surprising, however, is that 137 of these 
vehicles originally came from one man, 
Bernie Taulborg.”

Taulborg was a construction and 
real estate businessman who had been 
collecting cars since 1970. Since his 
donation, the museum has added 
several vehicles. Schneider said her 

personal favorite vehicle in the collec-
tion is, without a doubt, the 1966 Ford 
Mustang GT350. 

“There is just something about the 
Mustang that screams sexy yet sophis-
ticated,” she said. “And this particular 
auto’s glovebox is actually signed by 
Caroll Shelby, so what kind of Ford fan 
would I be if I didn't choose this one?”

Along with the vehicles, Classic Car 
Collection displays authentic vignettes, 
artwork and mannequins. Interactive 
displays illustrate the sweeping effects 
of automobiles.

“We want to celebrate the automo-
bile and its role in our lives,” Schneider 
said. “Whether that is through technol-
ogy, artful design or something else en-
tirely, we want to further that message 
and instill it in our visitors, especially 

the younger generations.”
 A large portion of the visitors may 

have driven the cars as teenagers and 
young adults.

“There’s no doubt a strong wave of 
nostalgia will wash over groups when 
they step foot in here,” Schneider said. 
“However, we’d also like to keep the 
legacy of classic automobiles going in 
future generations, so we hope that 
they too maintain a love and appre-
ciation for the changing automotive 
landscape. After all, we’re not just a car 
museum; we're an opportunity to take a 
step back in time.” n

Classic Car Collection
308-234-1964
ccckearney.com
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Nevada
Las Vegas

If a group can dream it, Las Vegas is likely to have it. With 
etravagant shows, all-you-can-eat buffets, no last calls and 
mountain views, Las Vegas takes the bigs and makes them 
even bigger. The city’s multibillion-dollar gaming industry has 
certainly made its mark, but casinos are only the beginning. 
And the possibilities, from thrill rides to celebrity chefs, are all at 
visitors’ fingertips.

 “Las Vegas is the entertainment capital of the world and for 
great reason,” said Donald Contursi, president of Lip Smacking 
Foodie Tours. “Groups can experience the city in so many 
different ways. And when it comes to group dining, the best way 
to experience the exciting culinary landscape of Las Vegas is 
with a Lip Smacking Foodie Tour.”

Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority
lvcva.com

Lip Smacking Foodie 
Tours highlight the signature 
dishes at Las Vegas’ most 
acclaimed restaurants — 
and it’s all arranged ahead 
of time for the best tables 
in the house. There is no 
waiting to be seated. Each 
tour showcases a diverse 
selection of restaurants, from 
acclaimed French comfort 
food to modern Japanese 
cuisine in izakaya dining 
style.

Lip Smacking Foodie Tours
888-681-4388
vegasfoodietour.com

itinerary planner

The avant-garde Blue 
Man Group combines 
theatrics, art, music and 
science to create an 
interactive percussion-driven 
experience. At Blue Man 
Theater in Luxor Hotel and 
Casino, groups can get 
closer to the action than ever 
before. The VIP Experience 
includes premium seats, a 
private meet and greet with 
the cast, a complimentary 
drink and luminescent swag.

Blue Man Group
702-697-1655
groups.blueman.com

There are two sides to 
every story — and then there’s 
the truth. The Mob Museum, 
the National Museum of 
Organized Crime and Law 
Enforcement, is a world-class 
destination in downtown 
Las Vegas that presents an 
exciting and authentic view 
of the mob’s impact on city 
history and the world. Guided 
tours provide groups with a 
narrated, interactive history.

The Mob Museum
702-724-8631
themobmuseum.org

One of the city’s most 
iconic attractions stands 520 
feet in diameter. The world’s 
tallest observation wheel, 
the High Roller eclipses 
both the London Eye and 
the Singapore Flyer. Each 
spherical cabin can hold up 
to 40 people, with benches 
and plenty of floor space, 
but most visitors will want 
to stand and admire the 
360-degree views.

High Roller
702-322-0537
caesars.com/linq/
 high-roller

EAT SEE DISCOVER RIDE

Clockwise from top: Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (2), The Mob Museum, Jason Isaac, Lip Smacking Foodie Tours
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Cowboy Arts & Gear Museum presents 
heritage of ranching lifestyles

Ranching has been a way of life in 
northeastern Nevada since the comple-
tion of the transcontinental railroad in 
1869. The Cowboy Arts & Gear Muse-
um in Elko is dedicated to the preserva-
tion of the vaquero and the American 
buckaroo. 

Exhibits and cowboy gear, located 
in the historic 1907 G.S. Garcia Saddle 
Shop, showcases the craftsmanship, 
artistry, traditions and practicality of 
cowboy gear. Saddles, bits, spurs, photos 
and other gear used by cowboys in their 
work are on display.

“The Cowboy Arts & Gear Mu-
seum wants visitors, from the experi-
enced horseman to those unfamiliar 
with cowboy gear, to learn and appre-
ciate the craftsmanship, heritage and 
traditions that continue with a fierce 
perseverance in the American West,” 

said Jan Petersen, museum director. 
“Modern methods are now used to 
make cowboy gear, but there are still 
pieces that have been used with great 
pride through multiple generations. 
All are on display at the Cowboy Arts 
& Gear Museum.”

Tours are self-guided, and the photos 
and gear are well labeled. Petersen or a 
volunteer is always available for inter-
pretation of the pieces, to answer ques-
tions and to provide relevant stories. 

“Groups are surprised to learn about 
G.S. Garcia’s business savvy practices 
and of his dedication to his communi-
ty,” Petersen said. “He started rodeos in 
Nevada in 1912 and helped other towns 
across Nevada start up theirs as well.”

Leather stamping experiences are 
offered to tour groups with advance 
arrangements. The experiences teach 

the artistic efforts made by historic and 
contemporary leather crafters. 

“While we are open to the public 
Tuesday through Saturday, if advance 
arrangements are made, I can be open 
for tours any time or day,” Petersen said. 
“We want groups to come and learn 
about our great community.”

While in Elko, Petersen recom-
mends groups also visit the California 
Trail Interpretive Center, Western 
Folklife Center and the Northeastern 
Nevada Museum. 

“Lamoille Canyon also is a must-see,” 
Petersen said. “Elko is a great destina-
tion. I can offer step-on tours of the area 
based on availability.” n

Cowboy Arts & Gear Museum
775-389-1713
cowboyartsandgearmuseum.org

Cowboy Arts & Gear Museum
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New Mexico
Santa Fe

Santa Fe is known as the City Different and within one visit, 
groups will know why. The city embodies a rich history, melding 
Hispanic, Anglo and Native American cultures whose influences 
are apparent in everything — the architecture, the food and the 
art. And, Santa Fe has 320 sunny days per year.

“Santa Fe is an enchanting destination for groups with an 
unparalleled depth of history, intriguing cultural offerings and 
world-renowned regional cuisine,” said David Carr, director of 
sales at TOURISM Santa Fe. “Santa Fe continues to grow in 
popularity as an international hot spot and sought-out group tour 
destination because the city delivers authentic charm around 
every adobe corner, offers easy access to Native Pueblo culture, 
and is home to world-class museums and attractions found 
nowhere else in the country.  

TOURISM Santa Fe
505-955-6206
santafe.org

Created by the Meow Wolf 
art collective, the Meow Wolf 
House of Eternal Return 
is a new art experience 
featuring a multi-dimensional 
mystery house with secret 
passages, portals to magical 
worlds and surreal maximalist 
art installations. Each 
visitor is invited to choose 
their own path through the 
20,000-square-foot exhibition 
of unexpected environments.

Meow Wolf 
505-629-7412
santafe.meowwolf.com

itinerary planner

Featuring the single-
largest repository of artist 
Georgia O’Keeffe’s work 
in the world, the Georgia 
O’Keeffe Museum presents 
exhibitions that are either 
devoted entirely to her 
work, or exhibits combining 
examples of her art with 
works by American modernist 
contemporaries. A visit offers 
insight into her paintings, 
her creative process and the 
landscape that inspired her.

Georgia O’Keeffe Museum
505-946-1000
okeeffemuseum.org

Built in 1610 by 
the Spanish as the first 
government building in 
Santa Fe, the Palace of 
the Governors remains the 
country’s oldest continuously 
occupied public building. In 
use today as part of the New 
Mexico History Museum, 
exhibits within the adobe 
structure chronicle the rich 
past of Santa Fe and New 
Mexico. 

New Mexico
 History Museum
505-476-5200
nmhistorymuseum.org

Master the regional flavors 
of New Mexico with classes 
at the Santa Fe School of 
Cooking, the Southwest’s 
original recreational culinary 
institution. From traditional 
recipes of New Mexico’s 
pueblos to contemporary 
Southwest menus and 
everything in between, 
hands-on and demonstration 
classes offer unforgettable 
group meals.

  
Santa Fe School
 of Cooking
505-983-4511
santafeschoolofcooking.com

EXPLORE VISIT LEARN COOK

Clockwise from top: TOURISM Santa Fe (3), iStock, TOURISM Santa Fe/courtesy of Kate Russell
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CULTURAL CENTER
IndianPueblo.org

12th & I-40, ABQ NM • @PuebloHarvest

Native Sourced
& Pueblo Inspired

See Full Menu: PuebloHarvestCafe.com

12th & I-40, ABQ NM • @IndianPueblo

PLAN YOUR VISIT

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
connects indigenous past and present

Staff at the Indian Pueblo Cultural 
Center in Albuquerque often refer to 
their site as “The Gateway to the 19 
Pueblos.” Visitors from around the 
world travel to the cultural center to 
learn about the long history and pres-
ent-day living cultures of the 19 differ-
ent Pueblo nations of New Mexico. 

“It’s something left out of most 
history books,” said Jon Ghahate, a mu-
seum educator who is from the Pueblos 
of Laguna and Zuni. He leads most of 
the center’s group tours. 

“Visitors can view items from our 
ancient past, as well as traditional and 
contemporary pieces being produced 
today,” Ghahate said. “They also can 
see our cultural dances, hear our native 
languages and share in our foods.”

The center is designed for visitors to 
explore at their own pace among art and 
artifacts. There are in-depth descriptions 
and guests may interact with hands-on 
displays. Groups of 15 or more can opt 
for a private guided tour or self-guided 
tour of the center’s permanent exhibit, 
“We Are of This Place: The Pueblo Story.” 

 “Long before 1492, the Pueblo 
people had advanced concepts of genet-
ics, agricultural science, chemistry, and 
the math and engineering skills to build 

dwellings five stories tall and possibly 
higher — something that wouldn’t be 
built in North America by settlers for 
centuries,” Ghahate said. 

Visiting groups are often astonished 
that the indigenous peoples weren’t 
nearly as primitive as they may have 
learned in school.

“Because our story is so often left 
out of history, I like for visitors to 
take away the knowledge that Pueblo 
peoples exist, that we have been here 
since time immemorial and that we are 
still thriving today,” Ghahate said. “We 
stay rooted to our past while looking 
to the future. We are weavers, potters 
and farmers, and we also are doctors, 
educators, scientists and government 
officials. I like people to leave here with 
a deeper understanding of American 
history and of the Pueblo peoples.”

Note that private group tours are 
not available during the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Fiesta (in early 
October) or during American Indian 
Week: Pueblo Days (the last full week 
of April). n

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
505-314-8203
indianpueblo.org

Joel Wigelsworth
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CUMBRESTOLTEC.COM/GROUPS
1-877-890-2737

#1 Scenic Railroad

SURPRISINGLY 
SIMPLE TO BOOK!

OPEN DAILY

9AM-5PM

114 N. MAIN 

   ROSWELL, NM

5 7 5 . 6 2 5 . 9 4 9 5
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM

See One Million Bones at Bear Mountain Lodge 
One Million Bones, a nationally 

recognized social art installation raising 
awareness of genocide and mass atroci-
ties across the globe, has been perma-

nently placed at Bear Mountain Lodge 
in Silver City. It’s now on display for 
visiting groups.

“In Silver City, we value art, culture 
and history, and we know the impor-
tance of spreading awareness for and 
speaking out against atrocities world-
wide,” said Alex Brown, Town of Silver 
City manager. “This incredible art instal-
lation sheds light on pressing issues 
around the world, and we’re honored to 
have it permanently displayed in the Sil-
ver City area. It’s a powerful art exhibit 
and a must-see.”

The piece is a project of The Art of 
Revolution, which seeks to use art to 
inspire activism. The installation was 
initially unveiled at the National Mall 

in Washington, D.C., with 1 million 
handcrafted bones. One Million Bones 
has traveled to various cities across the 
United States to inform, educate and 
raise awareness. Honoring victims of 
genocide, the remaining 30,000 ceramic 
bones from the National Mall were laid 
in the wilderness of the Bear Mountain 
Lodge, where they will remain. 

Groups can make their own bones to 
add to the original installation through 
workshops at Syzygy Tile in Silver City.

“Silver City is a destination com-
monly visited by artists and art lovers,” 
Brown said. “On your next visit, be sure 
to stop by the One Million Bones instal-
lation and attend a workshop to make 
handcrafted bones to add to the instal-
lation. It is our hope, as the permanent 
home of One Million Bones, that it will 
continue to move and educate people, as 
well as to inspire positive action.” 

Bear Mountain Lodge also offers 
private, guided nature tours for groups 
with professional naturalist Mike Fuga-
gli. Ask about group rates for overnight 
accommodations. n

Bear Mountain Lodge
575-538-2538
bearmountainlodge.com

John Rohovec
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To book your Group or Meeting, please contact:

273 LUXURY ROOMS AND SUITES, 
PLUS 40,000+ SQ. FT. OF MEETING SPACE

W H E R E  traditions B E G I N

W H E R E  memories A R E  M A D E

Charles Meeks | 575-464-7780 
cmeeks@innofthemountaingods.com

Jo Kazhe | 575-464-7065 
jokazhe@innofthemountaingods.com

FULL CASINO  |  LUXURY RESORT  |  FINE DINING 

CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF  |  FULL SERVICE SPA
InnoftheMountainGods.com    |  1-800-545-9011  |  Mescalero, NM

Start new traditions at Inn of the 
Mountain Gods Resort & Casino

Set beside the soothing waters of 
Lake Mescalero and against the back-
drop of the Sierra Blanca, Inn of the 
Mountain Gods invites groups to enjoy 
stunning views, top-notch service and 
unforgettable experiences in Mescalero. 

Guests can enjoy an upscale dining 
experience at Wendell’s Steak and Sea-
food. Known for its aged steaks, butter-
poached lobster tails and exquisite 
cocktails, the restaurant offers some of 
the finest culinary creations in the area. 

Beer enthusiasts won’t want to 
miss Broken Arrow Taphouse, which 
features more than 60 beers on tap, a 
full coffee bar and savory pub dishes for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Diners can 
chow down on barbecue at Smokey B’s 
or explore with their taste buds at the 
Gathering of Nations Buffet, which of-
fers flavors from around the world. 

The casino offers Las Vegas-style 
gaming, including slots, craps and table 
games. Groups can sip on cocktails while 
playing their favorite slot machines at The 
Enclave. Poker and blackjack lovers can 
get their fill with the many tournaments 
and tables hosted inside the casino. 

Thanks to the abundance of nature and 
activities available on and near the prop-
erty, there’s never a dull moment. Groups 
can forge new memories while horseback 
riding, hiking, kayaking, fishing, big game 
hunting or by soaring over Lake Mescalero 
on a zip line at 50-plus mph, year-round. 
Golfers can take their game to the next 
level on the Ted Robinson-designed 
championship golf course, which features 

fast-breaking green and impressive views.
Ski Apache, the nation’s southern-

most ski resort, offers unforgettable 
adventure just a short motorcoach ride 
away. n

Inn of the Mountain Gods
 Resort & Casino
575-464-7780
innofthemountaingods.com

Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort & Casino
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North Dakota
Bismarck-Mandan

Two cities mean twice as many attractions, shopping 
opportunities and dining choices. 

“Bismarck-Mandan is perfect for groups looking for a 
modern downtown and a community with just the right amount 
of history,” said Sheri Grossman, CEO of Bismarck-Mandan 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Our downtown offers unique 
dining and local shops in a safe, walkable environment. And 
just a short five-minute drive from downtown, groups will be in 
awe spending time at the North Dakota Heritage Center & State 
Museum.”

Bismarck-Mandan Convention & Visitors Bureau is available 
to assist groups in planning additional experiences, such as 
themed events, city tours, speakers and catered meals. The 
bureau also can help plan the group’s route and timing.

 
Bismarck-Mandan Convention & Visitors Bureau
701-222-4308
noboundariesnd.com

Learn the fascinating 
history of North Dakota 
through thousands of artifacts 
and specimens, high-tech 
displays and interactive 
exhibits at North Dakota 
Heritage Center & State 
Museum. See a full-scale T. 
rex replica, rare collections 
of Native American artifacts 
and a 1950s soda shop. 
Enjoy a special treat from the 
Museum Store or the café.
 
North Dakota Heritage     
 Center & State Museum
701-328-2666
statemuseum.nd.gov

itinerary planner

With beers named 
Hammerhead Red, Slope 
Crusher, Shallow Mud, 
Smoked Vanilla Porter and 
Feast Like A Sultan, the 
group knows it’s in for a 
flavor overload. Laughing 
Sun Brewing is newly 
expanded and features works 
by local artists. The bigger 
stage means more room 
for live music and events 
with local poets, writers and 
thinkers. 

 
Laughing Sun Brewing
701-751-3881
laughingsunbrewing.com

Take a 1- to 1½-hour 
cruise aboard the Lewis 
& Clark Riverboat. The 
150-passenger boat provides 
amble space to enjoy the 
beautiful sights and sounds 
of the Missouri River. This 
all-weather paddlewheeler 
has afternoon, evening and 
sunset cruises. Brunch, 
dinner, pizza and barbecue 
cruises also are available 
throughout the summer.

 
Lewis & Clark Riverboat
701-255-4233
lewisandclarkriver
 boat.com

History comes to life at 
Fort Abraham Lincoln 
State Park. Take a trip to 
1875 and the home of Gen. 
George and Libbie Custer on 
Cavalry Square, where their 
staff entertains groups with 
stories of the couple. On-A-
Slant Indian Village, dating to 
the 1500s, features six rebuilt 
earthlodges with exhibits and 
guided tours. 

 
Fort Abraham Lincoln        
 State Park
701-667-6340
parkrec.nd.gov

LEARN SIP RIDE SEE

Bismarck-Mandan Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Plains Art Museum offers new
art-making experiences

The largest art museum in the Da-
kotas, Plains Art Museum in downtown 
Fargo manages a permanent collection 
of more than 4,000 objects. Each year, 
the museum offers about 12 special 
exhibitions featuring art from the 20th 
and 21st centuries, and presents dozens 
of exhibitions, facilitates public art 
projects, and leads more than 200 edu-
cational programs and experiences.

This year, Plains Art Museum an-
nounced its new art-making program 
called “Plains Art Inside & Out,” offer-
ing customizable art-making experi-
ences to groups. Each experience is 
led by a professional teaching artist, 
involves working with clay, and can be 
customized to fit any group’s itinerary 

and needs.
“Plains Art Inside” experiences are 

offered inside the museum’s Center for 
Creativity, and “Plains Art Outside” 
experiences are offered outside the 
museum at an alternate location of the 
group’s choosing. Outdoor locations 
must include access to water, tables 
and chairs for all participants.

Experiences range from two to 
2½ hours and require a minimum of 
eight participants. Groups can choose 
from a menu of ceramic projects, 
ranging from flower pots to animal 
sculptures to pottery. All projects will 
be painted and fired then returned to 
participants. Other adult classes and 
workshops also are led by practicing 

artists and educators in the Center for 
Creativity.

In addition, Plains Art Museum 
offers guided adult tours, which last 60 
minutes and are led by museum educa-
tors. Tour length and topics may be 
modified upon request. Large groups 
should be divided into smaller groups 
with 10 to 25 participants each. 

During guided tours, visitors engage 
in close-looking and inquiry-based 
experiences in the galleries. For groups 
looking to explore at their own pace, 
self-guided tours are available. n 

Plains Art Museum
701-551-6100
plainsart.org

Fargo-Moorhead CVB
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Oklahoma
Norman

Welcome to Norman, the “City of Festivals” and home to the 
University of Oklahoma. The university was established in 1890, 
17 years before Oklahoma achieved statehood, and today 
contains many of Norman’s landmarks and museums, like Sam 
Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History and Fred Jones Jr. 
Museum of Art.

Sooner Theatre is a must-see, built in 1929 in Spanish 
Gothic style by a university architecture professor. Today, it hosts 
live theater, concerts and dance performances. 

Historic Downtown Norman includes Walker Arts District 
and some of the area’s most notable restaurants, shops and 
bars. Historic Campus Corner, established in 1917, features 
some of Norman’s best entertainment and contagious college 
excitement.

Visit Norman
405-366-8095
visitnorman.com

Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History 
inspires visitors to understand 
the world through collection-
based research, interpretation 
and education. Six galleries 
give in-depth exploration of 
more than 500 million years 
of natural history. Explore 
Oklahoma’s indigenous 
people, native landscapes 
and dinosaurs, including the 
world’s largest Apatosaurus.  

Sam Noble Oklahoma 
 Museum of Natural History
405-325-4712
samnoblemuseum.ou.edu

itinerary planner

National Weather 
Center houses a 
confederation of the 
University of Oklahoma, 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
and state organizations 
that work to improve the 
understanding of events 
in Earth’s atmosphere. 
Interactive displays include 
the EndPoint Liquid Galaxy, 
Weather Wall and Twister 
movie props.

National Weather Center
405-325-3095 
ou.edu/nwc

The University of 
Oklahoma’s Fred Jones Jr. 
Museum of Art is one of the 
finest university art museums 
in the United States, 
containing nearly 16,000 
objects in its permanent 
collections. Temporary 
exhibitions examine the art of 
various periods and cultures. 
Guided tours are available. 
Motorcoaches can park at 
Lloyd Noble Center. 

Fred Jones Jr.
 Museum of Art
405-325-1660
ou.edu/fjjma

405 Brewing Co. began 
with a mission: to bring 
craft beer to Norman. Since 
releasing FDR, an imperial 
stout brewed from four 
different chocolate malts 
and 30 pounds of Mariposa 
coffee, 405 Brewing 
Company has brought a 
variety of styles to craft beer 
enthusiasts. The on-site 405 
Brewing Co. Taproom offers 
drafts, to-go beer, growler fills 
and exclusive releases. 

405 Brewing Co.
405-801-4053
405brewing.com

LEARN DISCOVER SEE SIP

Clockwise from top: iStock, 405 Brewing Co., Creative Commons (2), iStock
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Come face-to-fin with oceanic
animals at Oklahoma Aquarium 

Hundreds of miles from any coast, a 
landlocked ocean adventure awaits groups 
at Oklahoma Aquarium. Located in Jenks, 
the aquarium is home to 8,000 animals 
from all around the world, including some 
of the world’s most dangerous. 

“The aquarium is home to the largest 
collection of bull sharks anywhere and 
it’s the only place in North America to 
see them on exhibit,” said Ann Money, 
director of education programs and 
research. “Bull sharks are most well-
known for being the most danger-
ous shark, and having the ability to 
travel between fresh and salt water. The 
Oklahoma Aquarium is one of the most 
unique destinations in the region.”

Aside from sharks, the aquarium also 

is home to other extreme fish — fish that 
can breathe air, camouflage themselves 
and defend themselves against preda-
tors. The Extreme Fishes gallery dem-
onstrates how fish change and adapt to 
increase their chances for survival. 

The new Sea Turtle Island exhibit is 
home to two 300-pound loggerhead sea 
turtles, reef sharks and other tropical 
fish. Educational components highlight 
the endangered status of sea turtles, 
their significant role in the wild and how 
human action can impact their habitat. 

“We hope adults leave with an 
enhanced appreciation for aquatic life 
and a desire to further conservation and 
sustainability in their everyday lives,” 
Money said.

The events department offers behind-
the-scenes tours of the aquarium for 
private groups. A list of public tours, 
such as the Shark Feed Tour, is available 
on the aquarium’s website. 

“The aquarium also has many night-
time events throughout the year, includ-
ing our beer and food tasting ‘Splash,’” 
Money said. “We strive to provide a 
one-of-a-kind experience for all guests. 
We host guests from all over the world 
and are always adding new exhibits to 
provide a fresh and exciting experience 
here at the Oklahoma Aquarium.” n

Oklahoma Aquarium
918-528-1503
okaquarium.org

Oklahoma Aquarium
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South Dakota 
Rapid City

Rapid City welcomes groups to a vibrant main-street America 
experience. Surrounded by bucket list-worthy adventures, 
Rapid City is at the heart of one of the nation’s most popular 
touring regions, the Black Hills, where visitors find six national 
parks and monuments within an hour’s drive, including Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial. 

“Whether seeing it for the first time or making a return 
pilgrimage, Mount Rushmore lives up to its reputation as an 
iconic American experience,” said Lindsey Beasley, director of 
tourism sales for Visit Rapid City. “Rapid City’s central location 
to some of the world’s most renowned sculptures and natural 
landscapes provides a home base that will leave any group 
both inspired and satisfied. Visit Rapid City is here to assist in 
creating a memorable itinerary for your group.”

Visit Rapid City 
605-718-8482
tourrapidcity.com 

Witness history in the 
making as Crazy Horse 
Memorial emerges from the 
mountainside. Paying tribute 
to the culture, tradition and 
living heritage of American 
Indians and the spirit of 
Lakota leader, Crazy Horse, it 
is the world’s largest ongoing 
mountain carving. When 
complete, it will stand 563 
feet high, nearly 10 times 
the size of nearby Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial.

Crazy Horse Memorial
605-673-4681
crazyhorsememorial.org

itinerary planner

Visitors to historic 
downtown Rapid City are 
greeted by the City of 
Presidents, a series of 
life-size bronze statues of 
the nation’s past presidents 
along the city’s streets and 
sidewalks. Whether enjoying 
shopping, dining or other 
attractions, such as Main 
Street Square, groups can 
enjoy the sculptures free of 
charge. Guided tours are 
available through a local tour 
operator. 

City of Presidents
cityofpresidents.com 

Trek through 2.5 billion 
years of Black Hills history 
at The Journey Museum 
& Learning Center. Take 
a look back in time through 
prehistoric and historic 
collections of the region. 
The interactive exhibits 
and displays also include 
archaeological artifacts, and 
Native American and pioneer 
culture.

The Journey Museum
 & Learning Center
605-394-6923
journeymuseum.org

For the wildlife lover, 
Custer State Park’s 
71,000-acre paradise holds 
abundant adventure and 
scenic landscapes. Home to 
bighorn sheep, elk, coyote, 
prairie dogs and “begging” 
burros, the park’s most 
notable herd is the 1,300 
free-roaming bison. For an 
off-road experience, book the 
open-air Buffalo Safari Jeep 
tour, the most popular activity 
in the park. 

Custer State Park 
605-255-4515
custerstatepark.com

SEE DO LEARN VIEW

Clockwise from top: South Dakota Tourism (3), Visit Rapid City, Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
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Great Plains Zoo fulfills
conservation and discovery

The Great Plains Zoo & Delbridge 
Museum of Natural History in Sioux 
Falls is home to more than 1,000 ani-
mals from 137 species, and is included 
in 43 Species Survival Plans. The 45-acre 
park offers up-close views of animals, 
including tigers, rhinos, bears, primates, 
giraffe and an award-winning snow 
monkey exhibit. 

“Our goal is to foster a greater under-
standing of the natural world through 
education, conservation, recreation and 
discovery,” said Nicole Bruning, com-
munications manager. “We hope zoo 
visitors are entertained, informed and 
inspired as a result of their visit to the 
Great Plains Zoo.”

The site offers several engaging and 
interactive exhibits, including Fortress 
of the Bears. The renovated brown bear 
exhibit features four bear cubs and 

includes a lush bear meadow, a training 
demonstration window and underwater 
viewing of the animals. 

Monkeys, Magic and More allows 
visitors to watch a troop of playful snow 
monkeys interact with each other. The 
zoo has received top honors in exhibit 
design from the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums for this particular exhibit. 

Guided tours, animal encounters and 
meals are offered to groups. During the 
summer months, guests can learn more 
about their favorite animals and meet 
some of the people who take care of them 
during daily Zookeeper Chats. Visitors 
also can get up-close to small animals like 
a bearded dragon or a chinchilla during 
the Creature Features program, offered 
twice daily during the summer. 

“In addition to the zoo’s more than 
1,000 animals, guests can enjoy the 

Delbridge Museum of Natural History, a 
rare collection of 150 mounted animals, 
including 38 vanishing species,” Bruning 
said. 

The zoo is currently working on a 
multi-phase $5 million campaign to 
bring lions back to the Great Plains 
Zoo, improve the visitor experience and 
expand top-notch animal care.

The complex will offer a natural set-
ting with multiple “big cat” species. The 
exhibit will enable visitors to see a pride 
of up to 10 lions and cubs, and it also 
will provide a breeding facility for im-
portant species that researchers believe 
could be extinct in the wild in as few as 
30 years. n

Great Plains Zoo
605-367-8313, ext. 125
greatzoo.org

Great Plains Zoo
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Sioux Falls
Picturesque junct ion re l ishes ar t ,  h istor ic charm

By Cortney Erndt

ocation, location, location. As the junction of two 
major interstate highways and the largest city in the 
state, Sioux Falls serves as a group gateway to the 

rest of South Dakota.
“The moment groups arrive, they suddenly forget they 

are in the middle of an agricultural region,” said Jackie 
Wentworth, sales manager for the Sioux Falls Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. “Sioux Falls radiates with a trendy, urban 
vibe. One traveler coined it as a ‘refreshing surprise.’” 

The historic downtown is bustling with creative and unique 
restaurants, where chefs are committed to using locally sourced 
ingredients — and the craft brewery scene is exploding.  

“Chefs have bought in to the farm-to-table scene, and 
it is showing up in their ever-changing seasonal offerings,” 
Wentworth said. “We really are known as South Dakota’s 
foodie mecca.”

Arts
SculptureWalk

Sioux Falls is home to SculptureWalk, one of the largest 
annual exhibits of public sculptures in the world. The 
sculptures are displayed all year throughout Downtown Sioux 
Falls, and artists are eligible to win any one or more of 14 
awards.

“Since the sculptures are owned by the artist and are on 
loan for one year, the art changes annually, so it is always 
fresh and exciting,” Wentworth said. “We also are home to 
the Washington Pavilion, our downtown visual and performing 
arts venue, and the Denny Sanford Premier Center, the 
largest concert house from Minneapolis to Denver. We really 
serve as the entertainment capital of the region.”

Sioux Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau

L
Falls Park
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History
Good Earth State Park at Blood Run

A couple hours spent at Good Earth State Park could lay 
a foundation for history-loving groups. The park sits along the 
Big Sioux River and was home to a bustling Native American 
civilization of 10,000-plus inhabitants (A.D. 1300–1700).  

“The area was a popular site for settlement because of the 
river, abundant wildlife and fertile plains,” Wentworth said.  

The 11,000 square-foot visitor center opened in 2017 and 
features a variety of exhibits and educational programming 
focused on cultural and historical significance. 

“In tandem with Good Earth, groups can take advantage 
of tours at the Pettigrew Home & Museum and the Old 
Courthouse Museum, both bursting with history and artifacts of 
Sioux Falls’ formative years,” Wentworth said.

Architecture
The Cathedral of Saint Joseph

Wentworth recommends groups tour The Cathedral of Saint 
Joseph, which stands tall above the Sioux Falls skyline. This 
Romanesque and French renaissance structure was built from 
1915–1918. 

“Over the years, the historic landmark has become a 
cornerstone of the Cathedral Historic District, and through 
a multimillion-dollar, three-year renovation, the cathedral 
was transformed back to its original grandeur and charm,” 
Wentworth said.

Beauty
Falls Park

A visit to Sioux Falls would not be complete without a stop 
at its namesake, “The Falls” of the Big Sioux River. The waterway 
system has been flowing in its present course for 10,000 years 
and was named for the Native American people who once 
inhabited the area. Each second, an average of 7,400 gallons of 
water drop 100 feet over the course of the falls.  

“It is a beautiful 123-acre focal point in the heart of our city 
and serves as the backdrop for the rest of the community,” 
Wentworth said. “As visitors leave Sioux Falls, they have a greater 
understanding of the history, culture, beauty and contributions of 
the people who created this great nation. 

“Visitors will leave with a sense of pride as they see the growth 
and progress of the upper Midwest, and how all of the moving 
parts fit nicely together to create a progressive American city. 
Sioux Falls proudly wears the badge, ‘The Heart of America.’” n

Sioux Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau
605-275-6060
visitsiouxfalls.com

Sioux Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau

SculptureWalk

The Cathedral of Saint Joseph

Remedy Brewing Co.

Visitor center, 
Good Earth 
State Park at 
Blood Run 
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Texas
Paris

Located in northeast Texas, Paris beams with hospitality and 
an undeniable Texas spirit. 

“Come and visit Paris, Texas, because we are Paris,” 
said Becky Semple, director of tourism at the Lamar County 
Chamber of Commerce. “We have the famous 65-foot 
‘Texanized’ Eiffel Tower, and the Red River Valley Veterans 
Memorial.”

A partially complete rail/trail conversion, the 130-mile 
Northeast Texas Trail rolls over the picturesque countryside of 
rural northeast Texas, including Paris.

“When completed, the Northeast Texas Trail will be the 
longest hiking, biking and equestrian trial in Texas, and the fifth-
longest in the United States,” Semple said. 

Lamar County Chamber of Commerce
903-784-2501
paristexas.com

A model of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris, France, the 
Eiffel Tower of Texas offers 
a great group photo op. 
Another replica was unveiled 
that same year in Paris, 
Tennessee, standing just 5 
feet taller. Therefore, a shiny 
red cowboy hat was added to 
the top of the Texas spindle 
in 1998, making it the tallest 
imitation until the Las Vegas 
version was built. 

Lamar County Chamber
 of Commerce
903-784-2501
paristexas.com

itinerary planner

Paris’ historic downtown 
offers shopping and dining 
opportunities. The Paris Main 
Street program inspires and 
energizes a vibrant downtown 
community, creating a social, 
cultural and historic heart 
of the city. The downtown 
fountain is named after John. 
J. Culbertson, a notable 
resident and saloon owner 
who perished in a gunfight.
 
Lamar County Chamber
 of Commerce
903-784-2501
paristexas.com

Built in the High Victorian 
Italianate style in 1868, the 
Sam Bell Maxey House 
State Historic Site was 
the family residence of Sam 
Bell Maxey, a Mexican War 
veteran, Confederate general 
and two-term United States 
senator. The home is where 
Maxey and his wife Marilda 
raised their family. Group 
tours are offered six days a 
week. 

Sam Bell Maxey
 House State Historic Site
903-785-5716
thc.texas.gov

The Lamar County 
Historical Museum is 
operated by the Lamar 
County Historical Society 
and documents the history 
of Lamar County and its 
county seat, Paris. In addition 
to exhibitions, the museum 
includes six galleries and 
a rural life section. Topics 
include African-American 
heritage, the military and 
Paris’ major fire of 1916. 

Lamar County
 Historical Museum
903-783-0064
lchsparistx.org

SEE TOUR DISCOVER

Clockwise from top: Lamar County Chamber of Commerce, Michael Barera, Lamar County Chamber of Commerce, iStock

EXPLORE
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Find your next adventure in Lubbock! The 
new Adventure Park is now open as well 
as other group-friendly things to do. 
Contact us today to book your group tour!

Lubbock.is/groupfun #LIVELOVELUBBOCK

GROUPS

806.747.5232/800.692.4035

nothing 
beats the 
real deal

fortworthstockyards.com

HISTORICAL TOURS

CATTLE DRIVES

SHOPPING, 
DINING & MORE!

I S  A LWAYS  A

GOOD IDEA

Paris, Texas
www.paristexas.com
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Dallas Arboretum and Botanical
Garden blooms with beauty

With 66 acres on the shores of 
White Rock Lake and views of the 
downtown Dallas skyline, the Dal-
las Arboretum and Botanical Garden 
provides breathtaking color for groups 
all year long.

“The Dallas Arboretum and Botan-
ical Garden is one of the most beauti-
ful and top display gardens in North 
America,” said Dave Forehand, Dallas 
Arboretum vice president of gardens. 
“Groups can expect to be wowed when 
they enter the Dallas Arboretum.”

From Dallas Blooms in the spring 
featuring 500,000 spring-blooming 
bulbs, to Autumn at the Arboretum 
with a nationally acclaimed Pumpkin 
Village, visitors will want to return 
often to see what’s newly planted. 
Holiday at the Arboretum features 
dramatic 25-foot-tall glass gazebo dis-
plays accompanied by 500,000 lights 
based on the beloved carol. 

“Over the course of the year, this 
urban oasis just minutes from down-
town Dallas attracts more than a 
million visitors to its finely manicured 
grounds,” Forehand said. 

Upon arrival, groups enter the 
Trammell Crow Visitor Education 
Pavilion and Entry Plaza built with na-
tive Texas limestone, wood and copper 
sheathing. Visitors then encounter the 
Scott K. Ginsburg Family Plaza and 

Junkins Fountain, which are enveloped 
by a menagerie of seasonal flora. 

“This entryway gives visitors a 
glimpse of the stunning vistas in the 
66-acres ahead,” Forehand said.

A Tasteful Place, designed to mir-
ror an ornamental kitchen garden or 
“potager” as it is called by the French, 
is an edible display garden, complete 
with a lagoon and meandering walk-
ways. The 3½-acre garden includes a 
pavilion with event space, a teaching 
kitchen, an orchard, beds of ornamen-
tal display vegetables, and herbs and 
flowers.

“There are plenty of activities, 
including cooking classes, demonstra-
tions, garden-to-table dinners, daily 
tastings, hillside for picnicking and 
educational opportunities, where we 
teach where food is grown,” Forehand 
said. 

In addition, groups have the oppor-
tunity to have one of the arboretum’s 
experienced guides lead the way on a 
docent-led tour. Guided tours include 
seasonal highlights and are available 
year-round. n

Dallas Arboretum
 and Botanical Garden
214-515-6520
dallasarboretum.org

Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden
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Washington
Bellevue

Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Cascade 
Mountains and Mt. Rainier, as well as Lake Washington and 
Lake Sammamish, Bellevue is a vibrant and modern urban 
destination. The city is home to lively festivals, outdoor 
adventure, fine dining and plentiful group-friendly attractions. 

“Consistently ranked as one of the safest cities in the 
U.S., and centrally located 9 miles from Seattle, Bellevue is 
a convenient home base for groups touring the Puget Sound 
region,” said Brad Jones, executive director of Visit Bellevue 
Washington. “Explore our engaging cultural opportunities, 
intriguing art, world-class shopping, buzzworthy culinary scene, 
endless parks and beaches to see why innovative global 
corporations, such as Microsoft, T-Mobile, REI and Expedia 
make this Pacific Northwest city their home.”

Visit Bellevue Washington
425-450-3777
visitbellevuewashington.com

Reach new heights with 
the Bellevue Challenge 
Course and Zip Tour, which 
offers a teambuilding, high 
and low challenge course, 
customizable to the group. 
The course and zip tour sit 
on a hillside above South 
Bellevue Community Center, 
tucked among the Douglas 
firs, cedars and broad-leaf 
maples of Eastgate Park.  

Bellevue Challenge Course 
 and Zip Tour
425-452-4240
parks.bellevuewa.gov

itinerary planner

Bellevue’s downtown 
offers plenty of attractions 
and things to do. Feed the 
group’s creative side and 
explore the world-class 
Bellevue Arts Museum 
to contemplate, appreciate 
and discuss visual pieces. 
The museum works with 
audiences, artists, makers 
and designers to understand 
the shared experience of the 
world.

Bellevue Arts Museum
425-519-0770
bellevuearts.org

Old Bellevue is a 
charming destination, full 
of locally owned boutiques 
and gift shops. Sample 
Frans chocolate, a personal 
favorite of former President 
Barack Obama; find a hand-
blown glass votive gift at 
glassybaby; and experience 
a hands-on culinary class 
taught by talented chefs at 
Whisk.  

Whisk 
425-922-9575 
whiskcooks.com

With its central location, 
only 9 miles from Seattle, 
Bellevue welcomes groups to 
explore other famous Pacific 
Northwest attractions. Head 
to Seattle Center, where 
groups can ride to the top 
of the Space Needle for 
jaw-dropping views or admire 
the work of world-renowned 
glassblower Dale Chihuly 
at the Chihuly Garden and 
Glass museum.

Seattle Center
206-684-7200
seattlecenter.com

ZIP ADMIRE VISIT EXPLORE

Clockwise from top: © Greg Probst by Danita Delimont/Visit Bellevue Washington, Hannah Ray/Visit Bellevue Washington, Whisk/Visit Bellevue Washington, 
Bellevue Arts Museum/Visit Bellevue Washington, Bellevue Parks Community Services/Colin Walker/Visit Bellevue Washington
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Maryhill Museum of Art leaves lasting impression 
Housed in a Beaux Arts mansion 

high above the Columbia River Gorge 
in Goldendale, Maryhill Museum of 
Art is a cultural destination in a pictur-
esque location. 

The museum is situated in a park-
like setting of 26 acres, which is only 
a small percentage of its 5,400-acre 
grounds. Permanent exhibitions include 
a gallery of 87 works by Auguste Rodin; 
European and American paintings; ob-
jects d’art from the palaces of the Queen 
of Romania and unique chess sets from 
around the world. The museum’s Wil-
liam and Catherine Dickson Sculpture 
Park features large-scale works by noted 
Northwest artists.

“Maryhill truly is an immersive ex-
perience,” said Rachel Bucci, media and 
public relations officer at the museum. 
“We are an art museum, but we are also 
a place where you can learn about the 
cultural and natural history of the region, 
all while experiencing the breathtaking 
views and scenic beauty of the Columbia 
River Gorge. The unexpected nature of 
where we are located, combined with 
our unique collections, creates a lasting 
impression for all our visitors.” 

The museum can accommodate 
groups of all sizes, ranging from a dozen 
people to cruise line groups of more 
than 100 visitors. 

Upon arrival, groups are greeted by a 
staff member who provides an orienta-

tion and information on the museum’s 
history. Group members are then free to 
explore on their own. 

“We offer add-ons such as a wine and 
cheese reception, or box lunches, which 
can be arranged in advance with our 
group tour manager,” Bucci said. “There 
are also many wineries within a short 
drive of the museum, which can be 
great stops for groups. Our group tour 
manager is always happy to work with 
group leaders to provide suggestions 
and customize the Maryhill experience.”

In addition to museum buildings 
and the sculpture park, the immediate 
grounds include a native plant garden 
and the Lewis and Clark Overlook, 
which is an official site on the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail. 

Nearby, groups can explore the 
historic Maryhill Loops Road and the 
Stonehenge Memorial — a life-size 

replica of England’s infamous landmark, 
which was built to memorialize local 
men who perished in World War I. n

Maryhill Museum of Art
509-773-3733, ext. 33
maryhillmuseum.org

Maryhill Museum of Art 
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Wyoming
Casper

Experience scenic drives, exceptional hiking and mountain 
biking within a sprawling Wyoming landscape. Whether the 
adventure takes groups up Casper Mountain, down the North 
Platte River or hiking beneath the open skies of Fremont 
Canyon, Casper has bountiful opportunities for every visitor 
seeking an outdoor experience. 

Aside from outdoor recreation, groups also visit Casper for 
its rich history. Soon after the railroad arrived, Casper became a 
significant shipping point for cattle and wool. The second-largest 
city in the state, Casper is nicknamed “The Oil City” with a long 
history as an oil boomtown, dating to the development of the 
nearby Salt Creek Oil Field around the turn of the 20th century. 

Casper Area Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-852-1889
visitcasper.com

Visit Art 321’s historic 
warehouse, located in the old 
Yellowstone district of Casper. 
The Casper Artists’ Guild 
nurtures and educates visual 
artists while making the arts 
welcoming and approachable 
to groups. Workshops and 
classes, such as painting 
landscapes or wire wrap 
jewelry making, are offered 
on a regular basis. An exhibit 
schedule is available online.

Art 321
307-265-2655
casperartguild.org

itinerary planner

Dee is an 11,600-year-
old Columbian mammoth 
who lived in the American 
West during the Ice Age. 
The “Pleistocene” exhibit 
in the Tate Geological 
Museum, part of Casper 
College, informs groups 
about Wyoming’s Pleistocene 
environment. The Tate houses 
more than 6,000 fossil and 
mineral specimens. 

Tate Geological Museum
307-268-2447
caspercollege.edu/
 tate-geological-museum

Not only does National 
Historic Trails Interpretive 
Center have historical 
information relevant to 
Wyoming, but it also has 
a fantastic view of Casper. 
Explore exhibits related 
to the Oregon, California, 
Mormon and Pony Express 
trails, as well as legendary 
Western names. Allow one 
to two hours to view all eight 
galleries. 

National Historic Trails 
 Interpretive Center
307-265-8030
nhtcf.org

Rotary Park on Casper 
Mountain is highly considered 
Casper’s most picturesque 
park, home to Garden Creek 
Falls and the Bridle Trail. The 
outermost Bridle Trail loop 
is nearly 5 miles long and 
rises more than 1,200 feet, 
offering a great viewpoint of 
the falls, the city below and 
surrounding countryside. The 
park is open year-round from 
dawn to dusk. 

Rotary Park
natrona.net/248/rotary-   
 park

CREATE SEE DISCOVER HIKE

Clockwise from top: Casper Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (2), National Historic Trails Center Foundation, Casper Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (2)
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National Museum of Wildlife Art
enriches lives through nature

Featuring work by prominent artists 
such as Georgia O’Keeffe, Andy Warhol, 
Robert Kuhn, John James Audubon and 
Carl Rungius, the National Museum 
of Wildlife Art in Jackson chronicles 
history of wildlife in art, from 2500 B.C. 
to the present. The museum holds more 
than 5,000 works representing wild 
animals from around the world. 

“We are open to customizing tours 
to fit your group needs,” said Taylor 
Woods, marketing manager. “Guests 
are often surprised to see the breadth 
and depth of our collection. Located in 
a Wyoming mountain town, people are 
not expecting to see such high-quality 
artwork by prominent artists.” 

The museum works with tour groups 
year-round, is ADA-compliant, and 
offers docents and complimentary 
motorcoach parking. Built into a hillside 
overlooking the National Elk Refuge, 
the museum received the designation of 

“National Museum of Wildlife Art of the 
United States” by an order of Congress 
11 years ago. 

“A core part of our mission is to 
inspire appreciation of humanity’s 
relationship with nature, and we hope 
that when people view our artwork, it 
helps connect them with wildlife and the 
natural world,” Woods said. “Because of 
our location, we are in a unique position 
to share artwork and information about 
the very animals visitors will see while 
they are here in Jackson Hole.”

Woods said guests are surprised to 
learn the building’s architecture was 
inspired by the Slains Castle in Scotland. 

“People also are surprised to learn 
Andy Warhol created wildlife art,” 
Woods said. “He produced an endan-
gered species portfolio in 1983, in the 
same iconic pop-art style as his other 
work. The prints are not always on 
display at our museum, but when we 

do show his work, it’s always a crowd-
pleaser.”

Boasting a museum shop, a restau-
rant and an outdoor sculpture trail, the 
museum is only 2½ miles north of Jack-
son Town Square and 2 miles from the 
gateway of Grand Teton National Park. n 

National Museum of Wildlife Art
307-732-5426
wildlifeart.org

National Museum of Wildlife Art



Friends and music
 I traveled to Colombia on an 11-day tour with 
Artes Latinas, a company owned by Karin Stein, a 
third-generation Colombian who is now an Iowa-
based musician specializing in Latin American 
music. During the winters, she leads small group 
tours of Latin America that include visits with 
her friends and extended family as well as more 
standard tourist destinations.
 “I only lead trips to countries where I have 
family and friends,” Stein told our group of eight 
as we prepared to fly to Colombia. “And during 
this trip, I hope you’ll feel like you’re traveling with 
friends.”
 That was certainly the case — and if you’re 
Karin’s friend, that means you’re going to be 
surrounded by music. Almost every day included 
some sort of musical or dance performance, 
usually by people Karin knows personally. Thanks 
to them, we had our own personal soundtrack to 
this complex, intriguing nation.

Colombia reborn
Resi l ient  South American c i t y 
welcomes the wor ld 
By Lori Erickson

Long troubled by political turmoil, Colombia 
has entered a new era of peace — and with it has 
come a rebirth of its tourism industry. 

Visitors are discovering one of the most 
biologically diverse nations in the world, a country 
filled with natural beauties, infectious music, rich 
cultural traditions and a fascinating history. 

Comuna 13 

Castillo de Felipe de Barajas

Lori Erickson94 May 2019
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Cartagena
 Our tour began in the Caribbean city of 
Cartagena. Founded in 1533, it served as the 
main port for the Spaniards and the northern 
gateway into South America. The city’s wealth 
made it a tempting target for invaders, as we 
learned on a tour of the Castillo de Felipe de 
Barajas, a massive set of fortifications that 
overlook the city and harbor. One of Latin 
America’s most important battles took place 
here in 1741, when just 3,000 Spanish troops 
defeated 23,000 English soldiers attacking 
from 186 ships. If they hadn’t prevailed, there’s 
a good chance that South Americans would 
speak English today instead of Spanish. 
 After touring the fort, we immersed 
ourselves in the vibrant street life of 
Cartagena’s old city, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site encircled by centuries-old stone 
walls. Balconies overflowing with blooming 
flowers and busy open-air cafes line its 
narrow, winding lanes. As we strolled, street 
performers enticed us to linger, music from 
their guitars, drums and flutes filling the warm, 
humid air. 
 On a horse-drawn carriage ride later that 
evening, we passed by a TV crew setting up 
lights in a park. 
 “Cartagena has a reputation for being 
the most romantic city in Colombia,” Stein 
explained. “They’re probably filming a scene 
for a telenovela.”

Old City of Cartagena

Lori Erickson



Medellín
 After two nights in Cartagena, we 
took a short plane ride to Medellín, 
which at 4,900 feet in elevation has 
a spring-like climate throughout the 
year. More than any other place we 
visited, this city shows the remarkable 
transformation Colombia is undergoing. 
Situated in a deep valley surrounded by 
the Andes Mountains, Medellín was one 
of the world’s most violent cities in the 
early 1990s. Today, the turnaround has 
been so remarkable that some call it the 
“Medellín Miracle.”
 The most colorful engine for rebirth 
has been art, which we learned about 
on our first afternoon during a graffiti 
tour of Comuna 13. Once one of the 
most troubled neighborhoods in the city, 
it’s now a magnet for tourists.
 “People come here from around the 
world to see our amazing street art and 
experience firsthand the transformation 
of Medellín,” said Santiago Agudelo, 
a guide with Casa Kolacha, a local 
nonprofit initiative.
 The next day, we visited the Museum 
of Antioquia to immerse ourselves in the 
works of Colombia’s most famous artist. 
Born in Medellín in 1932, Fernando  

 
Botero is a sculptor and painter known 
for his rotund portrayals of people and 
animals. The plaza outside the museum 
displays nearly two dozen of his bronze 
sculptures, while the museum showcases 
his paintings, which include a range of 
fanciful, often satirical, and oh-so-plump 
figures, from Marie Antoinette to drug 
kingpin Pablo Escobar.
 The next morning, we traveled 
outside the city to visit the horse farm 
owned by Stein’s cousin, Angelika 
Koeppel. Sitting on the front porch of her 
charming, Spanish Colonial-era home, 
we talked about the unique character of 
Colombia and her experiences during 
the years of unrest.
 “Colombia today is a very different 
place than it was two decades ago,” she 
said. “But what hasn’t changed is the 
remarkable strength and warmth of its 
people and beauty of its countryside.”
 After an afternoon tour of the 
brightly painted village of Guatapé, the 
next day we soaked up the sun on a 
rafting trip on the crystalline waters of 
the aptly named Rio Claro, which winds 
through the dense vegetation of a nature 
preserve. Then it was time to board a 
plane to Bogotá.

Lori Erickson

Local dance artists

Village of Guatape

Museum of Antioquia
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Bogotá 
 Saving the capital city for later 
in our tour, we set out to explore the 
surrounding countryside. We first visited 
another set of Stein’s relatives, this time 
her aunt and uncle, Liese and Fernando 
Garcia, owners of a hacienda outside 
the city. After an outdoor lunch and 
folk-dance performance by local young 
people, we spent the rest of the day 
enjoying the farm and visiting with the 
family. At night, we slept in their home, 
parts of which date back 400 years.
 The next morning, a three-hour 
drive brought us to Villa de Leyva, an 
exquisitely preserved Colonial-era town 
in a high alpine valley. Its cobblestone 
streets, whitewashed buildings, artisan 
shops and picturesque central plaza 
made this my favorite of all the towns we 
visited in Colombia.
 After two nights, we returned to 
Bogotá, which at 8,660 feet in elevation 
sits in a highland basin surrounded by 
the Andes. On a walking tour of the 
Candelaria historic district, we visited 
Colombia’s impressive government 
center, which includes the Presidential 
Palace, Congress and Palace of Justice 
as well as the nation’s largest cathedral.
Another highlight was the city’s Gold 
Museum, which contains more than 
55,000 dazzling, pre-Columbian artifacts. 
What we saw in the museum is just 
a small fraction of what once existed, 
because during the Spanish Conquest 
many pieces were melted down and 
shipped back to Spain. 
 Finally, on our last afternoon, we 
took a funicular to the top of Monserrate, 
a mountain that offers the best views in 
Bogotá. After touring a church that’s a 
popular pilgrimage destination, our group 
sat in an outdoor cafe and savored cups 
of hot chocolate, a sweet ending to our 
trip. As I sipped, I realized this trip had 
indeed felt like traveling with friends — 
and that Colombia, which had seemed 
so foreign at first, had welcomed me like 
I was part of the family. n

Artes Latinas
319-230-0076
artes-latinas.com

Lori Erickson

Comuna 13 

View from Mountain of Monserrate

Bogotá’s Gold Museum
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