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From the Editor
Turn on the tunes
“It’s pretty cool to see how far
music can take you.”
– Luke Bryan

«

Until next time,

«

The music world and the travel world often intersect. Sometimes,
it’s in small ways, like when your Spotify playlist creates the
soundtrack for a long flight. Or, it could be much more, like visiting
the studio where your favorite musician recorded their first hit song.
The experience of following the footsteps of your musical idols
creates an unforgettable trip.
Music is everywhere, and the Southeast and West have ties to
some of the country’s most legendary musicians. In this month’s cover
story, Associate Editor Kelsey Smith features four musicians and places
where groups can learn more about them. Page 10.
Keeping in tune with our musical theme, my feature on Memphis,
Tennessee, shares my firsthand experience in the city of blues, soul
and rock ’n’ roll. Page 44.
On page 84, let the sound of waves fill your ears as you read
Associate Editor Cortney Erndt’s piece on Long Beach, Washington.
Your groups will love the recreational wonderland.
Erndt also takes you on a journey to Berlin, Germany, one of the
most celebrated cultural epicenters in Europe. Page 90.
As always, thank you for reading Group Tour magazine.

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association
National Tour Association
New Mexico Hospitality Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Up next: In September, go back in time with us as we explore
Colonial America. Don’t miss features on Milwaukee, Wisconsin;
Washington, D.C.; and York, England.

Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association
Virginia Motorcoach Association

On the cover:
Johnny Cash Museum,
Nashville, Tenn.
Johnny Cash Museum
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never miss an issue!
Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly
restaurants and lodging in every issue.
GroupTour.com/subscribe

Do you want more information about one
of our advertisers?
GroupTour.com/gtmrsc to request more information.

grouptourmagazine.com
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news & notes
Georgia’s Roswell CVB
hires group sales
manager

New Graceland
exhibition center
now open

In May, Elvis Presley’s
Graceland in Memphis,
Tennessee, opened the
doors to its new, state-ofthe-art, 80,000 square foot
Courtesy of Elvis Presley’s Enterprises, Inc.
exhibition space, “Graceland Exhibition Center.” The new facility is adjacent to Elvis Presley’s Memphis
Entertainment Complex and will be home to an ever-changing lineup of exploration showcases.
“We are very proud to be opening the new Graceland Exhibition Center,” said
Joel Weinshanker, managing partner of Elvis Presley Enterprises. “It will offer
Memphians and visitors from around the world even more to experience on the
Graceland campus. We will be bringing world-class exhibitions on a variety of
subjects to Memphis for all to enjoy.”
800-238-2010,
graceland.com/exhibition-center

Visit Roswell announced the hiring of
its first-ever group sales manager, Ted
Basco. In July, Basco became responsible
for leading all sales efforts of the convention and visitors bureau in Georgia.
“Ted is joining us during a time when
the bureau is experiencing great momentum and growth,” said Andy Williams,
Visit Roswell’s executive director. “An
important and substantial amount of
our energy will go into the solicitation of
group business for the Roswell community.
Those overnight attendees will dine in our
restaurants, shop with our retailers, experience our cultural assets and history, and,
hopefully, turn into repeat visitors.”
770-640-3253, visitroswellga.com
Continued on page 8

Green means …
NTA members will step into a sea of green tables at Travel Exchange in Fort Worth,
Dec. 8–12. When you come to TREX’19 … there’s meaning behind that greening.

Green means … Go!
“I walk away with new ideas for tours to new destinations
as well as new partners to include in our portfolio.”
—Tracie Wingo, Globus Family of Brands

Green means … Money
“Experience Grand Rapids books more business at
Travel Exchange than at any other show.”
—Dave Nitkiewicz, Experience Grand Rapids

To get details—and to get signed up—visit NTAtravelexchange.com
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PORT CITY:

Savannah
Mindy Shea

Located on Georgia’s coastline, Savannah is a quintessential Southern city filled with unique experiences
suitable for any group.
Mindy Shea, director of tour, travel and international
sales for Visit Savannah, shared insight on pre- and postcruise experiences in Georgia’s oldest city.

Q. What makes Savannah an
appealing port city?
A. Since its founding in 1733, Savannah

has flourished as a port city and still boasts
one of the busiest container ports in the country. The warehouses that once stored the many
goods that were imported and exported have
been converted into over 100 unique shops
and restaurants along our famed River Street.
Most of the interiors still feature the exposed
brick and beams from those bygone days, giving visitors the feel of that long-ago era.

Q. What attractions do you
recommend cruisers visit?
A. Beyond River Street, travelers will find

one of the most beautiful historic cities in
America. From its moss-draped trees, to cobblestoned streets and magnificent homes, Savannah will win your heart. Your days will be filled
with touring our many museum homes, which
show what daily life was like for Savannah’s earliest residents. We have two military forts, where

you’ll experience daily live cannon firings. You’ll
also want to spend time on the water, whether
it’s on a dolphin cruise, taking a beach ecotour,
or dining and dancing aboard our famous Savannah riverboat, the Georgia Queen.
While your days will be filled with history
and exploration, in the evenings, you’ll find a
wide array of top-rated restaurants and vibrant
nightlife, including numerous live music venues.
And don’t forget our ghosts! Savannah has
been named “the most haunted city in America,” and we have the tours and tales to prove it.

Q. What advice do you have for
first-time visitors?
A. Take a city tour! Whether it’s on a trolley,

a Segway or one of our many walking tours,
you’ll receive a valuable overview of Savannah
and its history. Along the way, you can decide
which of the many attractions you’d like to go
back and spend more time enjoying. n
Visit Savannah
912-644-6400
visitsavannah.com

Savannah Riverboat Cruises has
established itself as an icon on River
Street. Offering the ultimate experience to see Georgia’s historic “first
city,” Savannah Riverboat Cruises offers two traditional red, white and blue
paddle-wheel riverboats for groups to
relax on.
912-232-6404
savannahriverboat.com/groups

Visit Savannah

grouptourmagazine.com
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news & notes
Paint Brush Alley
unveiled in San Angelo

Monument Trails bring world-class
mountain biking to state parks
across Arkansas

Monument Trails, a collection of destination mountain
biking trails merging world-class riding with architecture, art
and nature, opened in several Arkansas State Parks in June.
Monument Trails take an adventure-minded approach
to trails while ensuring accessibility for riders and hikers
of every skill level. Through extraordinary and varied
mountain bike riding, innovative build techniques by some
of the nation’s best trail builders, and the unique terrain
and topography of the Arkansas State Parks, Monument
Trails is truly special. The trails are designed and built
for opportunities to engage with nature by way of biking, camping, fishing and hiking, as well as establishing
purpose-built stopping points and installations highlighting the state parks’ natural beauty.
arkansasstateparks.com/trails/monument-trails

Buddy Holly Hall of Performing Arts
and Sciences under construction
In the 1950s, a teenager sparked a cultural revolution
with his music, songwriting and big-framed glasses. The
Lubbock Entertainment and Performing Arts Association will continue the Buddy Holly legacy by revolutionizing performing arts, entertainment and education at
The Buddy Holly Hall of Performing Arts and Sciences in
downtown Lubbock, Texas.
The state-of-the-art campus will feature two theaters,
event space, a full-service bistro and a ballet academy
under one roof. The hall is expected to open in 2020.
lepaa.org
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Downtown San Angelo, Inc. and
Art in UnCommon Places unveiled
revitalization efforts of Paint Brush Alley, located in the alley directly behind
San Angelo’s historic Concho Avenue.
The alley’s theme is based on the
movie Giant, filmed in 1956 in Marfa,
Texas. This critically acclaimed movie
showcased the talents of Elizabeth
Taylor, Rock Hudson and James Dean.
More than 50 artists lent their time
and talents to the project.
Paint Brush Alley is located
between Concho Ave and Twohig in
the 200 block of Irving.
325-655-4136,
discoversanangelo.com

Courtesy IPW

Two Flagstaff hotels
complete major renovations

Arizona’s Courtyard Flagstaff announced the completion of its major
renovation that includes all guest rooms and meeting spaces, as well
as the pool and fitness center. The hotel also has a newly redesigned
Bistro for food and beverage offerings.
“It is a pleasure to welcome guests into our beautifully refreshed hotel
that is reimagined for the convenience and comfort of today’s contemporary guests,” said Jennifer Reyes, general manager.
The SpringHill Suites Flagstaff hotel also announced the completion of its
major renovation, which also included all of its guest rooms.
“Our guests are already enjoying the new rooms with their updated
design and contemporary features,” said Hilliary Russo, general manager. “We are very proud to offer a hotel that provides its out-of-town
guests an exceptional stay and a staff that will make you feel at home.”
800-217-2367, ext. 2915; flagstaffarizona.org

spotlight

Timberline Adventures goes
above and beyond

«

Offering fully supported, multi-day hiking,
cycling and multisport tours, Timberline
Adventures leads active vacations free from
worry and hassle. The company provides prearranged group tours, but also builds custom
trips from more than 150 itineraries across the
United States and Canada.
Barbara Hoyt, owner of Timberline Adventures, has been an explorer her entire life and
now builds upon her own experiences while
taking groups into the wild. Hoyt gave Associate Editor Cortney Erndt insight on creating
active trips to remember.

Q. What industry trends are
you noticing?
A. Group tours seem to be putting adventure
tourism into the mainstream. More singles,
more women and more baby boomers are
traveling around the world looking for adventure. Timberline Adventures can provide that
adventure right here in North America. We
search out the unique and truly beautiful locations, sometimes in unexpected places, and
make them accessible to our guests.

Q. What’s your best tip for
fellow tour professionals?
A. In a world where it is becoming increasingly easy to plan and execute your own adventure, the personal connection that guided
tours provides is the differentiating factor.
Customization and personalization is what
clients will remember, and it’s the reason
guests will return.

Timberline Adventures

Q. What are you most proud of?
A. The pride of Timberline Adventures is

Barbara Hoyt, owner of Timberline Adventures

What’s the

our long-standing commitment to truly active
tours. We continue to offer tours of distances
and rugged terrain that most companies will
not attempt. We find that our fit clients will be
encouraged by itineraries that are not beneath
their level, and that those working to achieve
a higher level of fitness will be guided and
coached to obtain their goals and a heightened
sense of accomplishment. n
Timberline Adventures
303-664-8388
timberline-adventures.com

next
big
thing
for

Timberline
Adventures?

“

Timberline Adventures
is known for taking groups to
unique places and we are continually developing new itineraries. We already provide itineraries in more national parks than
any other tour company, but we
plan to develop tours in more
of the least-visited, but still
spectacularly beautiful, parks.
Stay tuned!
Our annual cycling odyssey
will take visitors to unexpected
places they never knew were
so beautiful. And our annual
hiking odyssey will be heading internationally for the next
several years — on routes
groups cannot find with anyone
else. We’ll be exploring hidden
mountain ranges, remote shorelines and tropical forests.

”

grouptourmagazine.com

9

FEEL RHYTHM
THE

TRACE THE HISTORICAL MARKS OF LEGENDARY MUSICIANS
BY KELSEY SMITH
The United States is famous for many things, but music is one of the most well-known and cherished. From jazz and soul, to
rock ’n’ roll, blues, country, hip-hop and R&B, America is a hotbed for musical talent and artists.
Across the country, groups can explore the birthplaces of genres and some of music’s most famous names at comprehensive
museums and childhood homes. Pack the band T-shirts, turn on some tunes and head out for a musical journey.

Janis Joplin exhibit, Museum of the Gulf Coast, Port Arthur, Texas

"... ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC

AND

INFLUENTIAL M US
Museum of the Gulf Coast
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MUSICAL
MUSEUMS
GRAMMY MUSEUM
LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA

The GRAMMY Museum
explores and celebrates
the legacies of all forms
of music; the creative
process; the art and technology of the recording
process; and the history
of the GRAMMY Awards.
Groups can explore
interactive exhibits and
examine over 400 rare
artifacts.
213-725-5741,
grammymuseum.org

BIRTHPLACE OF
COUNTRY MUSIC
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA

Birthplace of Country Music, Bristol, Va.

JANIS JOPLIN
Forging her own path and paving
the way for female singers to come,
Janis Joplin is one of the most iconic
and influential musicians in all of rock
’n’ roll. She’s been nicknamed “The
Queen of Rock” and “The Queen
of Psychedelic Soul,” and for good
reason.
Joplin was inducted into the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame, given a Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award and
awarded a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Born and raised in Port
Arthur, Texas, Joplin rose to fame in the
late 1960s and became known for her
electrifying, blues-inspired vocals.
“The Port Arthur Convention &
Visitors Bureau gets Janis Joplin

L M USICIANS

IN ALL OF

queries all the time,” said Darragh
Castillo, destination management
specialist at the Port Arthur CVB.
“Her legacy of song and personality
continues to captivate. We love that
the Museum of the Gulf Coast has a
replica of her psychedelic Porsche and
a collection of artwork she created.”
The Museum of the Gulf Coast’s
Music Legends Hall of Fame honors
Joplin with a display of memorabilia
from her childhood.
“Her childhood home in Port Arthur
has a Texas State Historical Marker and
our office has a brochure with a driving
guide featuring sites important to her
development,” Castillo said. “Locals have
Joplin stories from ‘She babysat me’ to
‘We were in the church choir together.’”
Continued on page 12

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL."
Birthplace of Country Music

The museum educates
audiences on the history,
legacy and impact the
1927 Bristol Sessions
had on country music.
Groups can tour the
museum and explore its
artifacts and extensive,
interactive exhibits on
recording artists, country
music and instruments.
423-573-1927,
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

AMERICAN JAZZ
MUSEUM
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

Showcasing sights and
sounds of jazz through
film and interactive exhibits, the American Jazz Museum is the only museum
in the world solely focused
on the preservation,
advancement and exhibition of jazz music. Groups
can see Charlie Parker’s
Grafton saxophone, a
sequined gown worn by
Ella Fitzgerald and one
of Louis Armstrong’s
trumpets.
816-474-8463,
americanjazzmuseum.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Hank Williams statue, Montgomery, Ala.

HANK WILLIAMS
Known as one of the most significant
and influential American singers and
songwriters of the 20th century, Hank
Williams transformed country music into
a major cultural and musical force. His
influence can be heard in Elvis Presley
and Bob Dylan, among other stars. Born
in Mount Olive, Alabama, Williams is a
cherished figure in the Southern state.
“Hank Williams transformed country

12
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music and sowed the seeds of what is
now American music, blues and even rock
’n’ roll — all here in our riverfront capital
city of Montgomery,” said Dawn Hathcock,
vice president of the Montgomery
Area Chamber of Commerce. “Hank’s
significance, not just as a great songwriter
and cultural icon, but as a kind and
warmhearted person, lives on in our city
for eternity. Hank is a true treasure to
Montgomery, and we encourage guests to
pay a visit to our Hank Williams Museum
to learn more about his legendary life

Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce

during their trip.”
Williams started charting hits back
in 1951, beginning with “Dear John”
and its No. 1 flipside, “Cold, Cold
Heart.” Other hits included “Honky
Tonk Blues” and “You Win Again.”
At the Hank Williams Museum,
groups can step back into the past
and view personal artifacts in over 25
showcases, including Williams’ 1952
baby blue Cadillac, 17 of his suits and
his 1937 Gibson guitar.

BUDDY HOLLY
Everyone knows his iconic, thick
black frames — Charles Hardin Holley,
known professionally as Buddy Holly,
was a major pioneering figure of mid1950s rock ‘n’ roll in America. Born
in a musical family during the Great
Depression in Lubbock, Texas, Holly
learned to sing and play guitar with his
siblings, eventually making his way up
as an opener for Elvis Presley.
Holly’s band, The Crickets, topped
both U.S. and U.K. singles charts with
“That’ll Be the Day” in 1957. The Crickets’
sound was so distinct and iconic, it
inspired young rockers across the globe,
including two musicians from Liverpool,
who went on to form The Beatles.
Groups can even see where Holly
wrote that song and many other
hits with The Crickets’ drummer, J.I.
Allison, at the J.I. Allison House at the
Buddy Holly Center in Lubbock.
“Buddy Holly made a tremendous
impact on the music industry both
locally and nationally,” said Amy
Zientek, director of sales for Visit
Lubbock. “Lubbock welcomes visitors
from across the world who travel to
honor his legacy, learn about his life
and hear performances from the new
generations of performers he inspired.”
The Buddy Holly Center showcases
exhibits and programs that reflect
Holly’s legacy and the diverse culture
of the region. The center also preserves
and interprets artifacts from Holly, such
as fan letters, a recording microphone,
stage clothing, original tour itineraries
and a custom guitar strap.

JOHNNY CASH
As one of the best-selling music
artists of all time, Johnny Cash is a
name everybody knows. Having sold
over 90 million records worldwide, Cash
is remembered as a country music icon;
however, his genre-spanning songs
often embraced rock ’n’ roll, blues,
gospel and folk music.
His most well-known songs include
“Folsom Prison Blues,” “I Walk the Line”
and “Ring of Fire.” His music was often
themed on sorrow, moral affliction and
redemption. Born in Arkansas, Cash
grew up in Dyess, a New Deal colony,
From top: Visit Lubbock, Johnny Cash Museum

Buddy Holly Center, Lubbock, Texas

Johnny Cash Museum, Nashville, Tenn.

from age 3 until the end of high school.
Today, groups can take a guided
tour of his boyhood home in Dyess.
The home is furnished exactly the way
it was when the Cash family lived there;
a popular feature is a table Cash made
in shop class. Some items in the house
are original to the family and home, and
others are of the time period.
“Johnny Cash was born and raised
in Arkansas, and his experiences while
growing up here impacted his life, but
especially his music,” said Kimberly
Williams, travel writer for Arkansas
Tourism and director of Arkansas’ Great
River Road. “Songs such as ‘Five Feet

High and Rising’ were written about his
life in Dyess during the flood of 1937.
Historic Dyess Colony: Johnny Cash
Boyhood Home in Dyess is a great
addition to tourism in the Arkansas
Delta and gives visitors insight into the
young man that would become known
worldwide as ‘The Man in Black.’”
In Nashville, Tennessee, groups can
visit the Johnny Cash Museum, which
features the world’s largest and most
comprehensive collection of Jonny Cash
artifacts and memorabilia. The museum
includes many interactive exhibits, giving
visitors the chance to dive into Cash’s
life and legacy. n
grouptourmagazine.com
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itinerary planner

Alabama
Decatur

Decatur and Morgan County are filled with opportunities for
adventure. Maybe the group’s idea of adventure is to explore
genealogy at the Morgan County Archives or trace the events of
the Civil War.
For a foodie, adventure might be going to the farmers
market and gathering fresh, local produce to make a special
meal, or trying a different local restaurant or dish. For outdoor
enthusiasts, adventure might be paddling the backwaters of the
Tennessee River. Decatur and Morgan County are blessed with
an abundance of adventures for whatever the group’s idea of
the word “adventure” may be.
Decatur Morgan County Tourism
256-350-2028
decaturcvb.org

SEE

14

EXPLORE

The Cook Museum of
Natural Science is a stateof-the-art natural science
museum located downtown.
It provides a hands-on,
immersive experience where
groups can explore, interact
with and learn about nature.
Visitors leave the Cook
Museum feeling fulfilled
by their time together and
inspired by the things they
saw and learned.

The Old State Bank
was one of three banks
authorized by The Alabama
General Assembly in 1832.
Since its construction, the
building has weathered two
depressions and a Civil War,
and has served as a hospital,
guardhouse, bank and
dance hall. The building was
also named to the National
Register of Historic Places in
1972.

Cook Museum
of Natural Science
256-351-4505
cookmuseum.org

Old State Bank
256-341-4818
decaturparks.com

August 2019

Decatur Morgan County Tourism

DO

ENJOY

The Historic Railroad
Depot & Museum was
Alabama Main Street’s 2015–
16 Historic Preservation
Project of the Year. The depot
was built by the Southern
Railway in 1905 and is a
symbol of the city’s rich
railroad heritage, which dates
to the 1830s when the first
railroad west of the Allegheny
Mountains — the Tuscumbia,
Courtland & Decatur — was
built.

Held annually over
Memorial Day weekend,
pilots from across the country
compete in various races at
the Alabama Jubilee. This
event lets groups mingle
with pilots as they inflate
and launch seven-story-tall
balloons. The festival features
live entertainment, an arts
and crafts show, an antique
car show, an antique tractor
and engine show, and an
international food court.

Historic Railroad
Depot & Museum
decaturparks.com

Alabama Jubilee
800-232-5449
alabamajubilee.net

alabama

Meet Captain Crunch and a nest
of gators at Alligator Alley
Among the 600 or so alligators at Alligator Alley in Summerdale is Captain
Crunch, an 800-plus pound gator that
measures more than 13 feet long and
holds the world record for bite strength
— 2,982 pounds.
Although not one to be trifled with —
as Alligator Alley’s website makes clear,
“the Captain does NOT play well with
others” — he may be seen on self-guided
adventures through this privately-owned
sanctuary that provides a safe place for
a growing community of reptiles, from
hatchlings to mature adults.
Wesley Moore opened the alligator
farm in 2004.
“The land the farm is on belongs to
Moore’s family,” said Michelle Dearborn,
group contact. “He has always been a
wildlife enthusiast and alligators were a
hobby for him.”

All the resident reptiles were rescued
from places and situations that posed a
danger to them. Considered “nuisance
animals,” they generally had lost their
natural fear of humans, making them
dangerous to people in return. All were
transported to the farm where they
could get back to their natural environment. And since an alligator’s life expectancy is about 50 years, giving them
long-term refuge is important.
Visitors may safely view the alligators on a nature walk on the park’s
elevated boardwalk to spy them nesting, courting, snoozing — even kicking
back to catch some rays. Other wildlife
spotted at the farm include turtles,
ospreys, owls and bull frogs.
Feeling brave? Visitors can hold a
baby alligator at the farm’s gator station
— a memorable photo op for a group or

Alligator Alley

for individual selfies. Got questions? The
on-site staff members know their gator
data and love to talk shop.
Alligator Alley offers seasonal feeding shows three times a day during the
spring and summer. Everyone gets to
hold a baby alligator and has the option
of purchasing gator grub should they feel
the need to feed the animals. n
Alligator Alley
251-946-2483
gatoralleyfarm.com

LARGEST OUTDOOR FLOWER
SHOW IN THE SOUTHEAST

March 26-29, 2020
Providence Hospital Campus
MOBILE, ALABAMA

This fall,
enjoy the
largest outdoor
display of
cascading
chrysanthemums
in the country.

Mum’s the word.

Open Daily 8 AM - 5 PM

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
251-266-2050

F E S T I VA LO F F LO W E R S .C O M

(Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Days)

Theodore, AL
800.247.8420 / 251.973.2217 bellingrath.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Muscle Shoals Sound Studio:
Tiny building, big deal
Muscle Shoals Sound Studio is a
museum by day and a recording studio
by night. The museum preserves the historic building in Sheffield and shares the
history of big hits coming from the tiny
town of Muscle Shoals and neighboring
communities in northwest Alabama.
When groups arrive, they’ll be
shocked at how small the building is, and
when they leave, they’ll be amazed at how
much history is packed into the structure.
It was built in 1946 and became a
studio in 1969, when a group of session
musicians — the Muscle Shoals Rhythm
Section, also known as the Swampers
— from the nearby Rick Hall’s FAME
facility decided to start their own. It was
the first studio to be owned and operated by session musicians and attracted
16
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legendary musical acts including Lynyrd
Skynyrd, The Rolling Stones, Cher, Bob
Dylan and many others.
Eventually, Muscle Shoals Sound Studio outgrew the 3614 Jackson Highway
location and moved. The building fell
into disrepair until a 2013 documentary,
Muscle Shoals, revived interest in the
building’s role in the area’s music history.
The Muscle Shoals Music Foundation
was created and opened the building
for tours. It closed for nearly 18 months
for extensive renovations and to restore
the main studio to the 1969–70 era. The
studio reopened in January 2017.
All tours are guided and cover the
basement and main studio, as well as a
hidden room and the listening porch. Videos and music are incorporated, and visi-

Alabama Tourism Department/Art Meripol

tors are allowed to play any instruments
on display, some of which are original.
“Our guides talk about the past
and the present of the studio, from the
Swampers who started it all to who
might be recording here tonight,” said
Ana Hyde, assistant director of the
foundation and studio and operations
manager. “We realize that often people
might not recognize the title of a song
or an album we’re talking about, but
when we play a clip, they recognize it
right away. So, visitors will hear music
clips throughout the tour as we share the
incredible history of the studio.” n
Muscle Shoals Sound Studio
256-978-5151
muscleshoalssoundstudio.org

The world’s largest

MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM IS JUST
A DOWNSHIFT FROM DOWNTOWN.

Standing amidst the largest motorcycle collection in the world, it’s impossible not to feel the energy. More than 1,600 vintage
and modern bikes and race cars from all over the world dating back to 1901, all housed in a towering, awe-inspiring museum, are
proof of a city that’s running wide open. Dig in to everything the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum has to offer, right here at
The Dinner Table of the South.
inbirmingham.com/GT2 | 800 - 458 - 8085

GREATER BIRMINGHAM CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

19-CVB-140-Barber Museum Print Ad-GroupTourMag(Coach).indd 1

6/10/19 2:04 PM

itinerary planner

Arkansas
Little Rock

Situated in the heart of Arkansas, Little Rock is celebrated for
charming hospitality, genuine people and new Southern style.
A catalyst for the city’s renaissance, the William J. Clinton
Presidential Center propelled Little Rock into a true tourism
destination. Since the center’s 2004 opening, Little Rock
has produced new attractions, award-winning restaurants, a
burgeoning adult beverage scene, entertainment venues, public
art and green spaces.
See why Trivago.com named Little Rock a Top 10 “U.S. Best
Value Destination” for the third consecutive year, and why both
Southern Living and Food & Wine magazines listed it as one of
“15 Southern Cities All Food Lovers Should Visit Now.”
Discover the pleasant surprise of Little Rock and see why
“Life is Better with a Southern Accent.”
Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau
501-376-4781
littlerock.com

SEE

In 1957, the world
watched as nine African
American youth broke racial
barriers and boldly integrated
Little Rock Central High
School. Today, this National
Historic Site is a Top 10
destination along the U.S.
Civil Rights Trail. Guided
tours of the high school are
offered for groups.
Little Rock
Central High School
501-447-1400
nps.gov/chsc
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Little Rock CVB

TOUR

One of only 13
presidential libraries, the
Clinton Presidential
Center celebrates the life
and achievements of the
nation’s 42nd president,
William Jefferson Clinton. It
includes presidential archives,
gifts given to the first family,
permanent and temporary
exhibits, the president’s limo
and exact replicas of the Oval
Office and Cabinet Room.
Clinton Presidential Center
501-748-0419
clintonfoundation.org/
clinton-presidential-center

DO

One of only three purse
museums in the world (and
the only one in the United
States), ESSE Purse
Museum explores art, history
and the feminine. More
than fashion history, ESSE
honors and celebrates the
progression of 20th-century
American women through the
lens of the handbag and the
contents within.
ESSE Purse Museum
501-916-9022
essepursemuseum.com

DINE

Little Rock’s dining
landscape reflects its rich
culinary history and heritage
as it celebrates a wealth of
new Southern cuisine. From
award-winning chefs creating
unforgettable artisanal dishes
to restaurants featuring
classics like barbecue,
blue-plate specials and
adventurous ethnic fare, the
city’s food scene is vibrant
and diverse. Groups will
savor every bite.
Little Rock Convention
& Visitors Bureau
501-376-4781
littlerock.com

arkansas

Travel through time at Museum
of Native American History
The Museum of Native American
History (MONAH) in Bentonville
shares the story of the First People
from North America to South America
through five periods of history spanning around 14,000 years.
“Guests can expect to experience a
big greeting from our 12,000-year-old
woolly mammoth as they enter our
museum, and then go on to enjoy a
personalized tour via our tour wands,
an electronic device that can tell you
more about over 140 of our artifacts
in the museum,” said Nicole Benedict,
museum assistant.
Moving from the Paleo period, the
oldest of American time periods at
around 12,000 B.C. to 8,000 B.C., the
museum’s exhibits feature one of the
largest stone-tool collections of its kind
as well as some of the rarest artifacts
relating to indigenous peoples.
The museum’s mission is to educate
all generations about the First People,
not only through the exhibits but
through programs including Creative
Visions, a hands-on arts workshop; and
Native Conversations, where presenters
represent the Native American community and speak on a variety of subjects.
Special add-on experiences include
arrowhead hunting and a Touch and
Explore box, which allows guests to
handle items that would normally be
protected within cases.
“Once you have finished your tour,
we have a wonderful Trading Post gift
Courtesy of Museum of Native American History

shop that sells everything from small
keychains and magnets to authentic
Native American-made pottery and
jewelry,” Benedict said.
Benedict noted that any member of
the MONAH staff can be a contact for
travel planners and can help with arranging a group’s visit.
Located in a residential area close to

downtown Bentonville, the donationbased museum is handicapped-accessible and has a circular drive to assist in
motorcoach mobility. n
Museum of Native American History
479-273-2456
monah.us/group-visit-form

Voted
“Best Free Attraction
in Arkansas”
by Reader’s Digest

The Walmart Museum:

A Favorite of Bus Tours and Group Travelers
Tours love us! Here’s why:
· Interactive, easy to take in, dedicated
and knowledgeable tour guides

FREE ADMISSION

Open early (as early as 8 am),
closes late (no earlier than 9 pm)

· Working 5&10 shop takes visitors back in time
· Top-rated ice cream soda fountain with
real soda jerks
· Museum gallery with items that are also
in the Smithsonian

105 North Main Street, Bentonville, Arkansas
(479) 273-1329 | www.WalmartMuseum.com

· It’s all located in the birthplace of Walmart

grouptourmagazine.com
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Florida
Tampa Bay

The hip, urban heart of Florida’s Gulf Coast beats in Tampa
Bay. This dynamic destination welcomes groups of all sizes
to discover a trove of one-of-a-kind experiences. Explore the
Tampa Riverwalk, a 2.6-mile pedestrian pathway through the
heart of downtown linking hotels, restaurants, food halls, parks
and cultural venues like gems on a string.
Savor luscious meals with views of the sparkling waterfront.
Prepare groups for pulse-pounding rides on the nation’s top
rollercoasters at Busch Gardens Tampa Bay. Or, dance the
night away to samba beats in Ybor City, a Latin quarter and
historic hub of the Cuban community. Tampa Bay overflows with
memorable moments, and groups will find their favorite.
Visit Tampa Bay
813-223-2752
visittampabay.com

EAT

Mix-and-match from
myriad meal options to
craft a unique dining
experience at two food
halls. Heights Public
Market features a dozen
eateries in a preserved,
century-old streetcar barn
with spectacular sunsets.
Waterfront Sparkman Wharf
unites Tampa Bay’s top chefs
with a food-truck vibe and
a biergarten with a massive
menu of local brews.
Visit Tampa Bay
813-223-2752
visittampabay.com
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Visit Tampa Bay

PLAY

Test the group’s mettle
against the steel coasters of
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay,
one of the world’s top theme
parks. The park’s newest
ride, the Tigris, sends riders
through a heart-stopping
heartline roll 150 feet above
the ground. Slow things
down with a trip through the
Serengeti Plain to see African
wildlife close-up.
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay
813-987-5094
buschgardens.com/tampa

SHOP

A short ride from
downtown, Tampa Premium
Outlets, located just
off Interstate 75, offers
nearly 100 luxury brands
at bargain prices. From
Michael Kors and Saks Off
5th to Columbia, Converse
and beyond, deal hunting
has never been this fun for
groups. Find great dining
options nearby. Motorcoach
parking is available.
Tampa Premium Outlets
813-938-6272
premiumoutlets.com/
outlet/tampa

EXPLORE

Unlock 135 years of
Cuban history in Ybor City
with cafe con leche, handrolled cigars and traditional
Cuban sandwiches. Walk
the brick streets beneath
iron balconies and listen for
the crowing of Ybor’s wild
chickens. Visit Jose Marti
Park, gifted to the Cuban
people to honor the “Apostle
of Cuban Liberty.”
Visit Tampa Bay
813-223-2752
visittampabay.com

florida

Uncover innovative history
at Edison and Ford Winter Estates
In Fort Myers, groups can learn
about the incredible legacy the Edison
and Ford families left behind.
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford used
to spend their winters in Fort Myers.
Now, guests can see where they lived,
stroll through 20 acres of botanical gardens, and visit a museum and Edison’s
original botanic research laboratory.
“(Groups) will learn about Edison's
and Ford's inventions — many that
people don’t typically know about —
learn a little history of Fort Myers and
why Edison came here, learn about
how Edison and Ford became friends,
and they’ll learn how some inventions
changed how people lived their lives,”
said Lisa Wilson, public relations director for Edison and Ford Winter Estates.
“Edison had 1,093 patents — many of
Edison and Ford Winter Estates

his inventions impact our daily lives.”
Open to the public since 1947,
Edison and Ford Winter Estates is a
National Register Historic Site, and one
of the most-visited historic home sites
in the country. The gardens contain over
1,700 plants representing over 400 species from six continents.
The laboratory, a National Historic
Chemical Landmark since 2014, is
the only site in all of Florida with that
title. There, groups can see the original
equipment Edison, Ford and Harvey
Firestone used when they formed the
Edison Botanic Research Corporation
(EBRC) in 1927.
In the newly renovated museum,
groups can wander through 15,000
square feet of exhibits and thousands of
artifacts, including Thomas Edison’s 1916

Model T that was gifted to him by Ford.
The Orientation Gallery introduces
guests to Edison’s life and electric lighting, his most well-known project. The
gallery also explores Ford’s legacy and
the Ford Motor Company.
There are a variety of tours offered
for groups: self-guided with an audio wand and site map, historian-led
guided tours, inside-the-homes tours,
inside-the-lab tours, automotive tours,
garden tours and guided tours in German. Groups can book visits up to a
year in advance, and Wilson recommends groups plan trips at least one
month in advance. n
Edison and Ford Winter Estates
239-334-7419
edisonfordwinterestates.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Georgia
Atlanta

While Atlanta is sprawling with towering buildings made
of glass and steel, it is truly a city in the forest, dotted with
expansive green spaces. This urban oasis is a multicultural
haven for residents and visitors alike yet exudes Southern
hospitality. Individuals from all walks of life add to the city’s
charm and personality.
“Atlanta remains a top destination for business and leisure
travelers,” said William Pate, president and CEO at the Atlanta
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Within the next two years,
Atlanta will open an additional $188 million in new hospitality
development, continuing to provide a new and refreshed
destination for visitors for years to come.”
Atlanta CVB
404-521-6600
atlanta.net

STAY

Hotel Clermont originally
opened in 1924 and mirrors
the phoenix-like history of
Atlanta as it enters its new life
as a modern, boutique hotel.
Located in Atlanta’s PonceyHighland neighborhood, the
property features 94 rooms,
an American-French brasserie
serving up comfort food —
Tiny Lou’s — and a relaxing
rooftop bar.
Hotel Clermont
470-485-0485
hotelclermont.com

Atlanta CVB
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EAT

RACE

James Beard awardwinning chef Anne Quatrano’s
latest restaurant, Pancake
Social is now open at Ponce
City Market. The 120-seat
restaurant and coffeehouse
with its North Avenue-facing
patio serves all-day breakfast
and brunch, including seven
types of sweet and savory
pancakes, like a pecan
praline stack and sourdough
waffles.

Groups can experience
the signature features of
Mercedes-Benz Stadium
including stops at locker
rooms, the field, Window
to the City, Skybridges
and 100 Yard Club. The
stadium now offers five
different types of tours for
groups: educational/STEAM,
engineering and architecture,
technology, environment and
sustainability, and art.

Pancake Social
678-609-8696
pancakesocial.com

Mercedes-Benz Stadium
470-341-5000
mercedesbenzstadium.com/
stadium-tours

SHOP

Lenox Square opened in
1959, beginning the Buckhead
neighborhood’s shopping
story. The mall remains one
of the most popular shopping
destinations in the city and
includes a two-story Nike store,
David Yurman, Free People,
Burberry, Tumi and Zara.
Groups can shop from over
250 stores and find dining
experiences that fit every taste.
Lenox Square
404-233-7575
simon.com/mall/
lenox-square

georgia

Tubman Museum presents
African American history
In the quintessential Southern town
of Macon, groups can get an in-depth
look at African American culture, art
and detailed history at the Tubman
Museum.
The Tubman is the largest museum
in the United States dedicated to educating people about the art, history and
culture of African Americans, and it
has been in operation since 1981.
Groups can explore the museum
through diverse exhibitions, cuttingedge technology and innovative educational programming. The museum also
hosts a list of special events throughout
the year, including an African American film festival.
Named for Harriet Tubman, who
led hundreds of slaves to freedom, the
Tubman Museum has expanded and
sits in a new, 49,000-square-foot space.
The museum has become a key educational and cultural resource for the
entire Southeast region.
One of the museum’s biggest draws
is its vibrant mural on the second floor.
This signature piece was made with
acrylic and oil. When viewing this mural, groups can voyage from Africa to
America, no passport needed. Measur-

ing in at 68 inches tall and 55 feet long,
the mural travels back through time
exploring the feats of well-known and
famous African Americans from the
past to the present.
In the Inventors Gallery, groups can
get a look into the mind of brilliant
African Americans, including major
figures like Madam C.J. Walker and
George Washington Carver. The gallery
also spotlights many individuals and
inventions that are not always easily
recognizable.
Aside from showcasing African
American history from across the
country, the Tubman explores the roots
of local Macon and Georgia history.
The Local History and Georgia Artists
exhibits display significant artifacts from
Macon and Georgia history, including
materials associated with the lives of
such prominent 19th- and 20th-century
African Americans such as Ellen and
William Craft, Jefferson Franklin Long
and Sergeant Rodney M. Davis, as well
as works from local artists. n
Tubman Museum
478-743-8544
tubmanmuseum.com

Thursday, March 26 Sunday, March 29, 2020
Tickets on sale
Monday, December 2, 2019
10% Discount for groups of
20 or more
912.234.8054
savannahtourofhomes.org

GTM/Kelsey Smith

grouptourmagazine.com
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Splash into an adventure with
Rolling Thunder River Company
Groups explore the valleys of Appalachia in an exhilarating, unique way
with Rolling Thunder River Company.
“Our McCaysville location is unique
because groups can choose to go from
mild to wild all at the same place,” said
Bobbye Miller, owner. “The Toccoa River is a float trip ideal for tubes or kayaks.
The Ocoee River is a whitewater rafting
mecca for the adventurous. Some groups
may have participants who are not quite
ready to try adventurous whitewater
rafting — they can enjoy an easy float
trip down the scenic Toccoa River while
others in their group tackle the rapids of
the Ocoee River. They all start and finish
at the same center.
“Or, some groups like to do both dur-
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ing their visit, choosing to tube or kayak
in the morning and raft in the afternoon.
It’s a full day of fun on the water.”
The dam-controlled Ocoee River
produces the most continuous stretch
of Class III and IV rapids of any river in
the United States, making it a popular destination for adrenaline junkies.
Rafting on the Ocoee is offered for both
half- and full-day trips, and there are
two separate sections rafters can tackle
— the upper and the middle.
For groups looking for something
on the mild side, the Toccoa River
offers leisurely float trips for tubing,
kayaking and canoeing through the
Blue Ridge Mountains. The river is
actually the headwaters of Tennessee’s

Rolling Thunder River Company

Ocoee River, but the name changes to
the Toccoa River when it crosses the
line into Georgia.
“Rolling Thunder wants its guests
to leave with a new appreciation for
the beauty of the mountains and the
rivers that run through them,” Miller
said. “We want to share our passion for
whitewater rafting and create new fans
of the activity. Rolling Thunder has
been leading rafting trips on some of
the most scenic and challenging rivers
in the Southeast for over 40 years.” n
Rolling Thunder River Company
800-408-7238
rollingthunderriverco.com

georgia

Meander along Georgia’s Antebellum Trail
Tracing through Georgia’s heartland, the Antebellum Trail highlights
the towns that escaped the wrath of
Union Gen. William T. Sherman during
his 285-mile March to the Sea in 1864.
Take the trail to uncover the rich
history of the South.
The 100-mile trail is a trek through
seven historic communities throughout
the state: Athens, Watkinsville, Madison,
Eatonton, Milledgeville, Gray/Old Clinton and Macon. The self-guided tour offers a variety of unique, local shopping,
lodging and dining options for groups.
Three- and four-day itineraries are
suggested for this trail, and guided tour
assistance is offered at welcome centers
along the trail.
Athens is the gatekeeper for the
trail and is filled with architectural
gemstones, including the Taylor-Grady
House and T.R.R. Cobb House.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation selected Athens as a
Distinctive Destination back in 2099
in recognition of the authentic visitor
experience provided by its dynamic
downtown, cultural diversity, attractive architecture and commitment to
historic preservation and revitalization.
Aside from the historic houses,
groups can visit Athens’ buzzing downtown filled with eclectic restaurants;
try some true Southern food with grits,
fried chicken and classic barbecue. The
State Botanical Garden of Georgia also
has 5 miles of trails groups can wander
through.
Wrapping up the trail, Macon has a
thriving arts and culture community,
and is the home to many famous musical artists, including Little Richard, the
Allman Brothers, Otis Redding and
Jason Aldean. There, groups can visit

the historic Hay House and Sidney
Lanier Cottage, as well as the Rose
Hill Cemetery and Ocmulgee National
Monument. n
Antebellum Trail
antebellumtrail.org

Davis-Ashurst House,
Eatonton, Ga.
Georgia Department of Economic Development

BRING YOUR GROUP ABOARD

The Grandest Entertainment Ship!
• Narrated Harbor Sightseeing Cruise
• Narrated Harbor Luncheon Cruise
• Sunday Brunch Cruise

• Dinner Entertainment Cruise
• Monday Gospel Dinner Cruise
• Sunset Cruise

ADD A UNIQUE TOUCH TO YOUR GROUP’S TOUR WITH
A PRIVATE CHEF’S DEMO
Catering to tour groups since 1991—Savannah’s Group Tour Experts!
For more details please contact our group sales department,
912.232.6404 or at www.savannahriverboat.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Kentucky
Berea

Known for being Kentucky’s Folk Arts and Crafts Capital,
Berea lies in the heart of the state surrounded by the rolling
foothills of the towering Appalachian Mountains. With its rich
history of art and traditional crafts, Berea offers a wide selection
of galleries, shops and working artist studios for groups to
explore and visit.
Come to Berea and create memories with friends and family
that will last a lifetime. With a past steeped in diversity and art,
and a future filled with outdoor recreation, sustainability and
local food, Berea is the perfect place to center a group itinerary.
Explore art, encounter nature and experience Berea.
Berea Tourist and Convention Commission
800-598-5263
visitberea.com

SEE

The Artisan Village is a
working artist village located
in Old Town Berea. While in
the Artisan Village, groups
can visit artists at work in
their shops and galleries.
Groups will be able to
experience an insider’s view
on how the creative process
works and comes to life.
Berea Tourist and
Convention Commission
800-598-5263
visitberea.com
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DINE

College Square, located
on the Berea College
campus, has a great
combination of shops,
galleries and restaurants.
While visiting the College
Square, groups will see the
Historic Boone Tavern
Hotel & Restaurant. Boone
Tavern is owned by Berea
College and chances are,
groups will be served by one
of the many students.
Historic Boone Tavern
Hotel & Restaurant
859-985-3700
boonetavernhotel.com

Berea Tourist and Convention Commission

DO

TOUR

Showcasing the work of
800 Kentucky artists, the
Kentucky Artisan Center
offers group travelers the
best of Kentucky with
shopping, a cafe, travel
information, special gallery
exhibits and Saturday artist
demonstrations. Admission to
the center is free, and groups
will experience some true
Kentucky hospitality.

Founded in 1855,
Berea College was the first
interracial and coeducational
college in the South. Today,
Berea is consistently ranked
as one of the leading private
liberal arts colleges in the
country. It earns recognition by
being tuition-free and offering
a work program, allowing
students to graduate with little
to no student loan debt.

Kentucky Artisan Center
859-985-5448
kentuckyartisan
center.ky.gov

Berea College
859-985-3145
berea.edu/visitor-center
/tour-schedule

kentucky

See, touch and be surrounded
by animals at Newport Aquarium
Stretching over 121,200 square feet
and with 1 million gallons of saltwater
and freshwater, thousands of animals,
70 exhibits, 14 galleries and a 32½-footlong Amazon Tunnel, Newport Aquarium impresses not just with numbers, but
with high-quality visitor experiences.
Two visitor favorites include Sweet Pea
and Scooter — the rock stars of the first
shark ray breeding program in the world.
Three unique touch exhibits allow
guests to interact with animals including sting rays, sharks, horseshoe crabs,
sea anemones and sea stars. Visitors can
touch 19 different species and experience the aquarium’s exhibits and animals
at a 360-degree view thanks to five
seamless acrylic tunnels.
“We even have one of the longest
suspension bridges over an aquatic tank,
captivating guests as they are challenged
to walk across our Shark Bridge and the
creatures swimming merely inches below their feet,” said Shelby Russo, group
sales manager.
Rare animals in the aquarium’s
portfolio include shark rays, two albino
American alligators and a 200-pound
loggerhead sea turtle, among others.
Groups can enjoy year-round activities including public shark feeds, diver
shows, penguin talks, a seahorse exhibit,
several species of reptiles and amphibians, and a shape-shifting giant Pacific
octopus. The octopus is the quickchange escape artist of the cold-water
coastal kingdom, who holds court
within the darkened hush of the Ring
of Fire’s cave-like environment that also
includes jellyfish.
“Additional group experiences
include behind-the-scenes tours to see
the logistics of operating our aquarium,
animals behind the scenes and our tanks
from the top down,” Russo said. “We
also have Penguin Encounters, which
include a meet and greet with an African
blackfoot penguin; and Early Access
Breakfasts with a biologist presentation
Courtesy of Newport Aquarium

on either sharks or penguins.”
To confirm a group reservation,
Newport Aquarium requires a registration form to be completed at least 48
hours prior to arrival. The aquarium is
located at Newport on the Levee, which

has parking garages and lots available
within walking distance. n
Newport Aquarium
859-815-1423
newportaquarium.com/groups

grouptourmagazine.com
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Louisiana
Ascension Parish

Almost directly between Baton Rouge and New Orleans and
not far off Interstate 10 lies a cluster of unique communities
that make up Ascension Parish. Rich in detailed history and
overflowing with entertainment, Ascension is quickly becoming
South Louisiana’s sweet spot. The region offers groups
the perfect location to stay and enjoy the friendly, safe and
festive atmosphere only small-town Louisiana can provide
without sacrificing the comforts and multitude of brand-name
accommodations, dining options and entertainment options of
larger cities.
Experience Ascension’s gumbo of cultures unique to the
South and fall in love with the food, festivals and history that all
reflect Ascension’s way of life.
Ascension Parish Tourism Commission
888-775-7990
tourascension.com

SEE

Voted “Best Historic
Mansion” by USA Today,
Houmas House Plantation
and Gardens offers
some of the finest dining,
accommodations, gardens
and home tours in the South.
Tour the historic Louisiana
plantation and explore 38
acres of lush gardens or relax
with a refreshing mint julep
and enjoy the breeze off the
Mississippi River.
Houmas House Plantation
and Gardens
225-572-1352
houmashouse.com
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EXPLORE

VISIT

The Cajun Village is
a collection of authentic,
restored Acadian dwellings.
Groups are invited to stroll
the grounds, step back in
time, and visit the unique
shops and boutiques located
in sturdy old buildings. Enjoy
some beignets and cafe’ au
lait while meandering through
the stores, and shop for local
art and souvenirs.

Once the state capital,
the City of Donaldsonville
is an immense collection
of diverse histories. Visit
Ascension Catholic Church
— a beautiful gothic-style,
cathedral-like structure built
in the late 1800s. Stop in and
see primitive folk artist Alvin
Batiste at work. Check out the
River Road African American
Museum for a tour.

Ascension Parish Tourism
Commission
888-775-7990
tourascension.com

Ascension Parish Tourism
Commission
888-775-7990
tourascension.com

Clockwise from top: Matthew Noel, Ascension Parish Tourism Commission (4)

SHOP

If there is one thing
Ascension isn’t short on, it’s
shopping. From antiques
to boutiques and Tanger
Outlets Gonzales, the
region has it all. Over 90
designer and manufacturer
outlet stores and restaurants
are featured at Tanger.
Groups can shop their
favorite brands, from Banana
Republic to Adidas, and save
with incredible deals.
Tanger Outlets Gonzales
225-647-9383
tangeroutlet.com/gonzales

louisiana

Martin Cajun Accordions gets toes tapping
A visit to Martin Cajun Accordions
in Lafayette is part music lesson, part
history lesson and a quick dip into
southern Louisiana culture.
A 90-minute presentation for tour
groups focuses not only on accordion
building, but also the history of the accordion, especially in relation to Cajun
music, according to Pennye Huval,
whose family owns the shop.
The presentation covers Cajun, Creole and zydeco music.
“These genres are the genres of our
people,” Huval said. “It’s kind of a musical timeline that we cover — the way
our music was played back in the 1800s
all the way to the most popular style of
zydeco music, the way it’s played today.
It’s kind of a history/cultural presentation rolled into one.”
Huval’s brother, Anthony Martin,
takes over when the presentation moves

to the shop where the accordions are actually made. There, Martin has a display
of accordion parts broken down and the
types of wood used.
A big part of the presentation is the
Q&A period.
“Some groups are really focused
more on the music and some people are
really interested in history,” Huval said.
Huval described Martin Cajun
Accordions as the largest producer of
10-button diatonic accordions in the
country — not “piano accordions” like
Lawrence Welk played.
“Of the few companies that make
(button) accordions, we are by far the
biggest,” she said. “Believe me, our shop
is not big. We are a small, family-owned
operation, but we produce the most as
far as quantity of accordions by far.”
Ten-button accordions are patterned
after old German accordions that were

Martin Cajun Accordions

brought to Louisiana, a topic covered in
the presentation.
Tour rates vary according to the
group’s size, and the guide and driver are
comped. Presentations can be done in
French, and free bus parking is available
in a lot adjacent to the building. n
Martin Cajun Accordions
337-232-4001
martinaccordions.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Mississippi
Hattiesburg

Known as the Hub City for its ideal location in the South,
Hattiesburg has something for everyone. Craft an adventure and
enjoy the authentic flavor locals can’t get enough of.
Connect with Hattiesburg’s bustling live music scene or the
impressive variety of local eateries. Taste selections created in
the barrels of its downtown brewery or drop into a pub to enjoy
a cocktail on the patio. Discover the art scene, two military
museums, or outdoor recreational offerings, such as the 41-mile
Longleaf Trace rails-to-trails project.
“Hattiesburg is abundant with unique group-friendly activities
and events,” said Paige Hunt, director of sales and visitor
services for VisitHATTIESBURG. “In addition, the city boasts
more than 200 locally owned restaurants and 3,000 hotel
rooms. No matter your reason for visiting, you will leave the Hub
City with fond memories and full bellies.”
VisitHATTIESBURG
601-296-7475
visithburg.org

PLAY

Home to nearly 200
species, the Hattiesburg
Zoo is a can’t-miss attraction.
Its intriguing and interactive
exhibits, such as “Wallaby
Walkthrough” and “Sloth
Experience,” splash pad and
winding train are some of the
many reasons Hattiesburg
Zoo has been named “Best
Attraction” in Mississippi and
in the Pine Belt.
Hattiesburg Zoo
601-545-4576
hattiesburgzoo.com
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VisitHATTIESBURG

LEARN

Camp Shelby is the
largest active joint forces
training site in the U.S. and
houses the Mississippi
Armed Forces Museum.
The museum, which
honors the servicemen and
women of all branches from
Mississippi and others,
tells the personal stories
of American heroes and
serves to educate future
generations about freedom
and prosperity.
Mississippi Armed
Forces Museum
601-558-2757
armedforcesmuseum.us

SHOP

Dive into one of
Mississippi’s most unique
shopping experience with a
trip to The Lucky Rabbit.
Filled with one-of-a-kind
pieces, vintage decor,
original art and more, groups
won’t leave disappointed or
empty-handed. Plan the trip
accordingly, as this popular
store is only open the first
Thursday through Sunday of
each month.
The Lucky Rabbit
theluckyrabbit.com

EAT

One of eight chef Robert
St. John eateries located
in the Hub City, Crescent
City Grill is known for its
made-from-scratch Cajun
and Creole dishes. Satisfy
a craving for fresh fish and
seafood, mouthwatering white
chocolate bread pudding,
or enjoy the extensive wine
list, offering more than 900
labels.
Crescent City Grill
601-264-0656
crescentcitygrill.net

mississippi

Lauren Rogers Museum of Art shares unique collection

Surrounded by draping live oaks
and English ivy, and boasting over
15,000 square feet of gallery space,
the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art in
Laurel has something to interest every
visiting group.
“The museum offers a variety of collections that offer a little of something
for everyone: Native American baskets,
American and European paintings, Japanese prints, and British Georgian silver,”
said George Bassi, executive director.
“This variety works especially well for
tour groups whose participants can
always find something of interest.”
Guided tours of both the museum’s
permanent collection and temporary
and traveling exhibitions are offered
and can be adjusted to meet the specific
needs of each group.
“We also have the ability to add a
walking tour of the historic district and
a step-on guide that can take a bus or
large group for a driving tour of the historic district and downtown,” Bassi said.
The Lauren Rogers Museum of Art
was Mississippi’s first art museum, and
it was founded in 1923 in memory of
Lauren Rogers Museum of Art

Lauren Eastman Rogers, the only son
and grandson of two of Laurel’s founding families. Lauren died at the age of
23 in 1921 from appendicitis complications, just months after he married Leila
Hodson Rogers. The museum opened in
May of 1923 in a building that was originally being constructed to be Lauren
and Leila’s home.
“The history of Laurel and the neighborhood around the museum provides
a beautiful setting for the institution,”
Bassi said. “The local architecture, the
tree-lined avenues and history of the
timber era set the stage for an incredible and unique museum experience. Of
course, we like to say that the museum
building itself is a work of art — and
it is. From cork floors to quarter-sawn
oak paneling to amazing ironwork, the
museum is an architectural gem.”
Bassi suggests groups book their
visits at least two weeks in advance to
secure a docent. n
Lauren Rogers Museum of Art
601-649-6374
lrma.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Missouri
St. Louis

Baseball, beer, barbecue and beyond, there’s something for
everyone to enjoy in St. Louis. With various nationally acclaimed
restaurants and many eclectic neighborhoods, groups will find
that St. Louis is a wonderful destination full of arts and culture.
From the attractions in Forest Park to the many points of
interest throughout the region, visitors and residents alike are
thoroughly entertained with theater, live music and museums
that are all within reach.
“St. Louis is a great travel destination for groups,” said
Renee Eichelberger, director of leisure travel sales at Explore
St. Louis. “No matter if you are traveling here for business or
pleasure, you are sure to have a world-class experience and not
break your budget to make it happen.”
Explore St. Louis
800-640-4218
explorestlouis.com

SEE

The Gateway Arch
preserves St. Louis as the
“Gateway to the West” during
the Westward Expansion Era.
Ride to the top of the tallest
man-made monument in the
U.S. Visit the museum and
reimagined park grounds.
The modern park has
expanded and is now better
connected to museums,
downtown and the riverfront.
Gateway Arch
877-982-1410
gatewayarch.com/groups
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EAT

Blueberry Hill has
served delicious American
dishes, including its famous
burger, for over 40 years.
The vegetarian options and
homemade soups are also
popular choices. Explore
The Loop, “One of the 10
Great Streets in America,”
offering six blocks of one-ofa-kind shops, restaurants, art
galleries, live music, cafes
and the St. Louis Walk of
Fame.
Blueberry Hill
314-727-4444
blueberryhill.com

Copyright © St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission

SHOP

Visit St. Louis Premium
Outlets, located just 30
minutes from downtown and
only 20 minutes from St.
Louis Lambert International
Airport. Shop more than
90 designer and namebrand outlet stores. Enjoy
exceptional brands at
extraordinary savings of
25%–65% every day for
shopping that’s always worth
the trip.
St. Louis Premium Outlets
314-399-8163
premiumoutlets.com/
outlet/st-louis

TOUR

Experience the aweinspiring Cathedral Basilica
of Saint Louis, which boasts
one of the largest mosaic
collections in the Western
Hemisphere. The cathedral
was designated a basilica in
1997. It took 76 years and a
dozen of artisans to finish the
mosaics by hand with over
41 million pieces.
Cathedral Basilica
of Saint Louis
314-373-8200
cathedralstl.org

grouptourmagazine.com

33

missouri

Sail back in time at the Titanic Museum Attraction
In Branson, groups can experience
what life was really like sailing on the
RMS Titanic through a variety of handson, interactive exhibits. When entering
the Titanic Museum Attraction, guests
receive a boarding pass of an actual
Titanic passenger or crew member.
“Groups will enter as guests and
leave as a Titanic passenger,” said Mary
Kellogg-Joslyn, president and co-owner.
“When they take their voyage throughout the ship, they will find out the fate of
their passenger or crew member. Also,
in our music galley, we have a piano
player and violin player who performs
for our guests. We encourage our guests
to play the piano … we are always honored to hear them perform.”
34
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As the world’s largest Titanic Museum attraction, the Titanic Museum in
Branson celebrates the ship, passengers
and crew by telling stories of the world’s
most famous luxury liner. Groups can
examine over 400 artifacts from the ship
and its passengers, sit in an actual size
lifeboat, touch a real iceberg, walk the
grand staircase and third-class hallways,
feel 28-degree water, and even stand on
the sloping decks.
The museum’s collection is valued at
over $4.5 million, and in the Memorial
Room, groups can see 2,208 names line
the wall and discover the fate of their
passenger or crew member from their
boarding pass.
Group visits are customizable and

can be booked up to a year in advance,
and the museum also has a second location in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
“We have designed our various
programs to fit the needs of each group,”
Kellogg-Joslyn said. “For example, if we
have a German tour group, our crew will
give them specific information about
the Germans aboard Titanic. Plus, at
our Pigeon Forge location, we offer a
special dining experience in our Private
‘Secret’ Dining Room — only available
to groups of 35 or more.” n
Titanic Museum Attraction
800-381-7672
titanicbranson.com
Titanic Museum Attraction
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North Carolina
New Bern

New Bern is a waterfront destination that it is filled with
unique opportunities to enjoy culture, history and the great
outdoors. The rivers and creeks make a perfect playground for
sailing, yachting, kayaking, stand-up paddleboarding and fishing.
New Bern’s downtown, tree-lined streets showcase dozens
of historic buildings and homes that have found new life with an
eclectic mix of locally owned businesses. Each and every block
is full of art studios and galleries, breweries and pubs, specialty
shops and boutiques, and dining experiences designed to
delight any palate.
And, don’t forget its rich history, as New Bern is home to
many North Carolina firsts: the original Governor’s mansion,
Tryon Palace; the Birthplace of Pepsi-Cola and the first
chartered fire department.
New Bern Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-437-5767
visitnewbern.com

TOUR

SEE

At Tryon Palace, groups
can participate in living
history that uniquely blends
cutting-edge technology
with events, experiences
and tools of centuries past.
Enjoy guided tours, live
re-enactments, hands-on
exhibits and conversations
with costumed interpreters
who bring North Carolina
history to life in vivid detail.

Take a step back in
time where horse-drawn
steam engines are brought
back to life at the New
Bern Firemen’s Museum.
Listen to the tales of the first
chartered fire department in
North Carolina, hear the story
of Fire Horse Fred and enjoy
an educational historical look
at the City of New Bern Fire
Department.

Tryon Palace
252-639-3524
tryonpalace.org

New Bern
Firemen’s Museum
252-636-4087
firemensmuseum.com

New Bern Convention and Visitors Bureau

RIDE

Experience the charm
of historic downtown New
Bern in a 90-minute tour of
the business and residential
areas with New Bern Trolley
Tours. Professional guides
recount the fascinating
historical and architectural
details of this former royal
capital of North Carolina.
There is no better way to get
an overview of New Bern’s
rich history.

EXPLORE

The Birthplace of Pepsi
is the actual site where PepsiCola was invented by Caleb
Bradham in his pharmacy
back in 1898. Learn more
about the history of its
inventor and the early days
of one of the world’s favorite
soft drinks while groups enjoy
a fountain Pepsi.
The Birthplace of Pepsi
252-636-5898
pepsistore.com

New Bern Trolley Tours
252-637-7316
newberntours.com/tours

grouptourmagazine.com
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Courtesy of North Carolina Maritime Museum

Maggie Valley • Waynesville
Lake Junaluska • Canton • Clyde
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Experience the unordinary
at North Carolina Maritime Museum
Not just one, but two once-in-alifetime experiences await visitors to the
North Carolina Maritime Museum in
Beaufort: touching a whale heart and
smelling spermaceti oil — a type of
whale oil unique to the sperm whale.
“As far as we can tell, we are the only
place in the nation — if not the world —
currently inviting the public to touch a
whale’s heart,” said Christine Brin, group
and volunteer coordinator at the museum.
“The heart is from a juvenile sperm whale
of about 15 years old. Along with the heart,
we have his 33½-foot skeleton on display.
“The experience of touching the
heart, smelling the oil and viewing the
skeleton is one that is unique to the museum and a once-in-a-lifetime experience, unless you visit us again.”
The museum reflects coastal life
and interprets lighthouses and lifesaving stations, the seafood industry and
motorboats. The museum also is the repository for artifacts from Blackbeard’s
wrecked pirate flagship, Queen Anne’s
Revenge, discovered near Beaufort
Inlet, including cannons, grenades, belt
buckles and beads.
The museum offers three tours for

groups, including one that highlights all
exhibits, featuring artifacts that might
get overlooked and offering extra tidbits
about them. This tour also can include a
stop at the Harvey W. Smith Watercraft
Center. Located across the street on the
waterfront, it focuses on restoring watercraft, demonstrating wooden boatbuilding traditions and teaching boatbuilding.
Another tour focuses on whales and
whaling along the North Carolina coast
and offers additional information about
Echo, the juvenile sperm whale whose
heart may be touched.
“The most popular tour focuses on
Blackbeard and Queen Anne’s Revenge
and can include a QAR Project expert
on-site with advance notice,” said Cyndi
Brown, public relations coordinator.
“The expert is usually a conservator
working on the artifacts recovered from
the shipwreck or could be the museum’s
curator of nautical archaeology, David
Moore, whose research was instrumental in locating Queen Anne’s Revenge.” n
North Carolina Maritime Museum
252-504-7740
ncmaritimemuseumbeaufort.com
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South Carolina
Beaufort

A National Historic Landmark district, Beaufort, Port Royal
and the Sea Islands are where life’s sweetest moments are
found in warm salt air.
Foodies savor the splendor of downtown while water-goers
explore the inner coastal waters. Bird-watchers spy more than
175 species along Port Royal’s wetland bird sanctuary. Sea lads
revel on Hunting Island’s 5 miles of pristine sandy shore.
“Stroll Beaufort’s antebellum, Spanish moss-lined streets
or cruise its pristine waterways, and there’s one thing you’ll
know for sure: The Lowcountry spot Southern Living named
‘The South’s Best Small Town’ is a place that leaves its mark —
promising to stick with guests long after they leave,” said Robb
Wells, president and CEO of the Greater Beaufort-Port Royal
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Greater Beaufort-Port Royal Convention & Visitors Bureau
843-525-8500
beaufortsc.org

SEE

TOUR

Reconstruction Era
National Monument,
proclaimed by President
Obama in 2017, recognizes
the significance of 1861–98.
Its historic sites include Penn
Center’s Darrah Hall and
Brick Church on St. Helena
Island, the site of Camp
Saxton and the Emancipation
Oak in Port Royal, and the
former firehouse building in
downtown Beaufort.

The Kazoo Factory in
Beaufort is the only one of
its kind in the world. From
kazoo demonstrations to a
walk-through of the factory
and the opportunity to make
kazoos — this tour is perfect
for all groups. There’s also
a museum that contains
historical kazoos from the
collections of Boaz Frankel,
Barbara Stewart and Rick
Hubbard.

Reconstruction Era
National Monument
404-507-5868
nps.gov/reer

The Kazoo Factory
843-982-6387
thekazoofactory.com

Greater Beaufort-Port Royal CVB

DO

RELAX

Henry C. Chambers
Waterfront Park is the
heartbeat of the community,
adjacent to downtown
Bay Street overlooking the
Beaufort Marina and the
Woods Memorial Bridge.
Groups can’t go wrong
finding a spot along the
park where they can watch
the boats sail in or catch a
sunset.

Every season is a good
season to spend a weekend
at the beach at South
Carolina’s most-visited state
park, Hunting Island. The
park has over 100 campsites
and the state’s only publicly
accessible lighthouse.
Groups can climb 167 steps
up for a panoramic view of
the Atlantic Coast and the
maritime forest.

Henry C. Chambers
Waterfront Park
843-525-7011
beaufort-sc.com/
waterfront-park.html

Hunting Island
843-838-2011
southcarolinaparks.com/
hunting-island

grouptourmagazine.com
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Interpret fine Southern art in Myrtle Beach
As the only art museum in Myrtle
Beach and on the Grand Strand, the
Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B.
Chapin Art Museum offers a unique
visit just steps from the beach.
“We’re a 1924 beach house that
was converted into an art museum, so
we have an ocean view,” said Patricia
Goodwin, executive director. “It’s really
a very, very charming spot. We have
a tea porch that overlooks the ocean
where we serve tea and cookies.”
The museum features changing
exhibitions.
“We have 12 different visual arts
exhibitions every year, so there’s always
something new to see,” Goodwin said.
“Basically, we’re a smaller museum, but
we always have something new, fresh
and exciting to see.”
The exhibits highlight regional artists mostly from the Southern states.
But, the museum also has featured
nationally recognized artists like Ancel
Adams and Jonathan Green.
“Because it’s not a huge building,
our museum is very accessible and
comfortable, and you really kind of feel
an up-close and personal relationship
with the art,” Goodwin said.
Textile mogul Eugene Cannon
built the beach home that houses the
museum some 8 miles north of its
present location in 1924. Later, Col.
Elliot White Springs of Springs Industries bought the house and named it

Springmaid Villa.
When the building changed hands
in 1975, it was slated for demolition. A
campaign to save the house from the
headache ball succeeded but the team
that saved it was required to move it
to another location — a feat that took
three full days to accomplish.
It took another decade of fund-raising to convert the building into a public
art museum. The museum opened in
June 1997. Goodwin noted the museum

has “a very long name” and added that
most people call it “the art museum of
Myrtle Beach.”
Admission to the museum is free.
Tours can be self-led or docent-led with
a donation. Groups are asked to call at
least two weeks in advance. n
Franklin G. BurroughsSimeon B. Chapin Art Museum
843-238-2510
myrtlebeachartmuseum.org

Carl Kerridge Photography

THE LARGEST MUSEUM
IN CHARLESTON, SC!
Three Ships, Three-Acre Vietnam
Experience, 28 Historic Aircraft and more!
Group Discounts Available
Free Bus Parking
On-site Café

PatriotsPoint.org | (843) 971-5051 | groupsales@PatriotsPoint.org
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VIP Tours

Helicopter Rides
Audio Tours

Request your Meeting and Group Planner Guide
Call 800.488.8998 or visit MyrtleBeachGroups.com

Award Winning

170
ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

PASTA STATION | HIBACHI GRILL | FULL SERVICE BAR

3 miles from Alabama Theater &
7 miles from Broadway At The Beach
MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM
re To
Be Su ello To
Say H y Crab!
Tomm

FOR INFORMATION OR
RESERVATIONS CALL:

843.839.2292
www.GiantCrab.com

9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC

The beach for all reasons

The beach for all reason
grouptourmagazine.com

39

itinerary planner

Tennessee
Franklin

Regardless of what groups are looking for in a visit to
Franklin, there is a good chance they will find a uniquely
Southern, and most definitely, a distinctly Franklin take on it.
The Great American Main Street, storied history and worldfamous live music alone could fill any itinerary — and that’s just
the beginning.
“Franklin has set itself apart as a classic Southern city
where people can slow down, take a breath and connect with
what inspires them most,” said Matthew Maxey, public relations
manager for Visit Franklin. “From the vibrant culinary scene,
history around every turn and music permeating throughout the
town, it is easy to see why some of the world’s most creative
find their inspiration here and visitors are making long-lasting
memories every day.”
Visit Franklin
615-591-8514
visitfranklin.com

TOUR

Sitting on the battlefield
of the Civil War’s Battle of
Franklin, Carnton served
as the largest field hospital
in the area for hundreds of
wounded soldiers. Tours take
guests through the home
as it was that night, plus the
grounds, gardens and largest
privately-owned Confederate
cemetery in the United States.
Carnton
615-794-0903
visitfranklin.com/
see-and-do/carnton
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Visit Franklin

SHOP

EAT

Franklin’s historic
Main Street is known
as “America’s Favorite
Main Street,” and is lined
with locally owned shops,
restaurants and boutiques, as
well as over a dozen places
to hear live music on any
given day — including from
some of the world’s wellknown musicians who own
shops along Main Street.

Located inside the former
Gray Drug Co., a pharmacy
that served Franklin for over
70 years, Gray’s on Main is
now one of the Southeast’s
premier spots for elevated
Southern cuisine along
with handcrafted cocktails
from its pre-Prohibition
brandy bar and world-class
music from its second-floor
performance stage.

Visit Franklin
615-591-8514
visitfranklin.com

Gray’s on Main
615-435-3603
graysonmain.com

SEE

Sitting atop a scenic
hillside on 75 acres,
Arrington Vineyards —
co-owned by country music
legend Kix Brooks — provides
a Tennessee wine country
experience complete with
over 20 award-winning wines,
tasting experiences and
“Music in the Vines” every
weekend. Bring a picnic
or have one waiting when
groups arrive.
Arrington Vineyards
615-395-0102
arringtonvineyards.com

The Iconic
WILDHORSE SALOON
PRESENTS

The

NASHVILLE EXPERIENCE

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!
GROUP MENUS

Nashville
L I V E E N T E R TA I N M E N T

L I N E DA N C I N G
A first-of-its-kind event in Music City, this familyfriendly experience includes a delicious Southern
style buffet lunch followed by a lively 60-minute,
comedy-infused musical performance guaranteed
to keep audience members toe-tapping and
laughing from opening note to closing curtain.

2019
10/9, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30

2020
9/15, 9/29, 10/6, 10/13, 10/20,
10/27, 11/3, 11/17, 12/8, 12/15

2021

Group booking ensures no waiting in line, no cover
charge, private reserved seating and dedicated servers.
A minimum of 15 people required for a group
booking. Advanced reservations required,
based on availability.

1/19, 2/16, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23,
3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/20

INFO & BOOKING: BRITTNEY BELL
615-902-8225 | brittney.bell@gaylordhotels.com

wildhorsesaloon.com
120 2nd Ave N, Nashville, TN 37201

tennessee

Skillville crafts
creative group
experiences

back on the motorcoach.
“We offer many classes for individuals and groups at Skillville,” said
Leah Jobe, one of the owners. “Group
classes range from acrylic paint pours,
barn quilt squares, paint a portrait of
your pet, clay hand building, refurbished furniture chalkboards, wildflower window painting to wooden
welcome signs for your front porch.

As Johnson City’s community
workshop and makerspace, Skillville
gives groups the chance to create
something new and unique to take

&
w
e
n
L
aL

D
e
z
I
S
KIng
Experience
raceland
Elvis Presley’s G
never before.
in Memphis like
ttractions.
There are more a
es.
More great stori
.
More live events
r, taste,
More to see, hea
ever before.
and explore than

GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE

“We have also found that people
really love projects that involve their
pets. We offer a fun class where you
bring in a photo of your four-legged
friend and the instructor guides you
through creating a unique, colorful art
piece featuring your pet.”
The 8,000-square-foot space has
any and every tool groups could need
for a project, and it’s a fully functioning wood and metal shop. Tours of the
shop also are offered, but Jobe suggests calling ahead to schedule them
for groups.
“My favorite part about being one
of the owners of Skillville is feeling so
proud of something you are part of,”
Jobe said. “Skillville is such an asset
to our community. It’s a unique space
that offers so many creative outlets to
so many people.”
For group classes, Jobe recommends booking them at least two
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| MEMPHIS
800-238-2010

Skillville

© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2019 ABG EPE IP LLC

CHIHULY AT CHEEKWOOD
APRIL 25 - NOVEMBER 1, 2020

Experience a historic estate surrounded by 55
acres of gardens and sculpture where art and
nature intertwine in bursts of color and form.

BOOKING GROUP TOURS NOW
DAY & NIGHT TOUR EXPERIENCES AVAILABLE

Special rates available for groups of 15 or more.

Chihuly at Cheekwood is funded in part by
Dale Chihuly
Sapphire Star, 2010
9½ x 9½ x 9½'
The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, installed 2017
© Chihuly Studio
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Cheekwood is
funded in part by
1200 Forrest Park Drive
Nashville, TN 37205
tours@cheekwood.org
615-353-6971
cheekwood.org

tennessee

Skillville

weeks in advance. With its large workspace, Skillville has no issue accommodating large groups.
“When people visit Skillville, take a
class or a group experience with us, we
hope they tap into their own creativity
— we hope they gain some confidence

in building, creating and producing
some really fun art they didn’t know
they could produce,” Jobe said. “We
love when people leave proud of themselves and what they have created at
our shop.” n

Skillville
336-420-8243
skillvillejc.com

SEE THE BEST OF NASHVILLE
Catch the new stars, superstars, and legends of country music at the world’s
longest running radio show, the Grand Ole Opry. Shows every Friday &
Saturday, plus Tuesdays March through December.

Tour the Opry House and go behind the scenes of the show that made
country music famous. A new state-of-the-art theater presentation kicks-off
each tour, sharing the story behind some of country music’s biggest artists
and their roads from virtual unknowns to being right at home backstage.
Tours available daily.

Tour the Ryman, known as The Mother Church of Country Music. The
history of this National Historic Landmark comes to life as never before
with the state-of-the-art Soul of Nashville pre-tour experience and new
multi-media exhibits. Tours available daily.

Whether you party with us in downtown Nashville, soak up our laid-back
mountain vibe in Gatlinburg, or visit us in Blake’s Oklahoma hometown,
Ole Red is your new favorite hangout. Ole Red is a great group meal
option. Coming to Orlando in 2020!

call today to book your Nashville EXPERIENCE!
KRISTI DRIVER

GOOEG_GroupTourAd_2019.indd 1

SANDY JUSTICE

MIKE MOLLOY

TOURISM SALES MANAGER

TOURISM SALES MANAGER

TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5439 | kdriver@opry.com

615.882.5345 | sjustice@opry.com

615.882.5344 | mmolloy@opry.com

3/15/19 10:42 AM
grouptourmagazine.com
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IMMERSE IN BLUES, SOUL AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
BY COURTNEY BIRCHMEIER

Sun Studio

A

young musician wearing a
backward baseball cap took the small
stage, guitar in hand. After introducing
himself to the crowded Beale Street bar,
he asked for requests. A man in the
back of the room shouted, “Walking in
Memphis!” The musician smiled.
“I’ve never been asked to play this
before,” he joked of the 1991 song by
Marc Cohn. After a pause, he began
to strum and sing those familiar words,
“Put on my blue suede shoes, and
I boarded the plane. Touched down
in the land of the Delta Blues, in the
middle of the pouring rain …”
I couldn’t help but sing along, and
I could see my fellow group members
swaying with the music, too. As the
song continued, I glanced out the
bar’s windows, appreciating the neon
lights illuminating Beale Street, feeling
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humbled by my first night in Memphis,
the home of the blues and the birthplace
of rock ’n’ roll.

A MUSICAL LANDMARK
My first visit to Memphis,
Tennessee, offered a crash course
in blues and rock ’n’ roll history — a
lesson I desperately needed. I was
born in the ’90s, more than a decade
after Elvis died, and was raised
on country music and boy bands.
Needless to say, Memphis broadened
my musical horizons.
The first stop was Beale Street
Entertainment District, which includes
three blocks of nightclubs, restaurants
and shops. As Memphis’ most famous
street, Beale is a melting pot of delta
blues, jazz, rock ’n’ roll, R&B and gospel.
My group had dinner at Blues

“Where in the
world can you visit the
home of the king of
rock ‘n’ roll, stand in
the recording studio
that birthed the million
dollar quartet, tour the
studio that pioneered
the way for musicians
of all backgrounds
and color to record
together, and visit the
working studio of the
GRAMMY-winning
producer behind a
Bruno Mars hit song?
Only in Memphis.”
— Colleen
Palmertree, national
sales manager,
Memphis Tourism

City Cafe in the restaurant’s Cadillac
Room. The cafe boasts the “Best Meal
on Beale,” and after devouring the
Combination Plater of pork ribs and
catfish, I was a believer.
After dinner, my group stepped out
onto Beale Street, drawn in by the neon
lights of nearly two dozen nightclubs
the likes of B.B. King’s Blues Club,
Rum Boogie Cafe and King’s Palace.
We didn’t even have to enter a club to
hear the music; it drifted onto the street,
creating a smorgasbord of sound.
While music filled our ears in real
time, a walk along Beale Street provided
a reminder of the past. More than 80
brass music notes are embedded in the
sidewalks, honoring those who constitute
Memphis’ rich musical heritage, like Elvis
Presley, Isaac Hayes, B.B. King, Justin
Timberlake and W.C. Handy.
Memphis Tourism
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Editor-in-Chief Courtney Birchmier
with Elvis’ first microphone, Sun Studio

‘THE KING’S’ QUARTERS
My group stayed at The Guest
House at Graceland, a 450-room
resort designed and decorated to
celebrate Elvis’ personal style. Aside
from the upscale accommodations and
amenities, one of my favorite details
was the “Choose your Elvis” option on
my hotel room TV, which allows visitors
to listen to their favorite decade of Elvis
music. Since I was new to the Elvis fan
club, I listened to all of them.
A stay at The Guest House is the
perfect prologue for visiting Graceland,
known as the most famous home in the
United States after the White House.
My group and I were given headsets
and iPads to help guide us through the
mansion. The interactive audio tour is
hosted by John Stamos and includes the
living room, Elvis’ parents’ bedroom, the
kitchen, the famous Jungle Room, his
father’s office and the Trophy Building.
The last stop was the Meditation Garden,
where Elvis and members of his family
have been laid to rest.
Next, we explored Elvis Presley’s
Memphis, a 200,000-square-foot exhibit
and entertainment complex, which
includes in-depth exhibits on his life and
career, including his gold and platinum
records, and his iconic jumpsuits.

Beale Street

LEGENDARY LOCATION
After visiting Elvis’ home, it was
only fitting to visit the studio where
he and other musical legends were
discovered — Sun Studio. Known as the
Birthplace of Rock ’n’ Roll, the studio
put Memphis on the map.
Our Sun Studios tour guide was an
extremely knowledgeable local musician.
She shared outtakes from recording
sessions and the story of the studio that
launched the careers of Elvis, Johnny
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, B.B.
King, Roy Orbison and many others.
Sam Phillips opened Sun Studio

More musical must-sees
-Memphis Rock ’n’ Soul Museum
-Memphis Music Hall of Fame
-Stax Museum of American Soul Music
-The Blues Hall of Fame

in 1950 with the goal of capturing
the music of Beale Street. Sun Studio
produced the first rock ’n’ roll single in
1951: Jackie Brenston and His Delta
Cats’ version of “Rocket 88.” In 1954,
an unknown Elvis Presley walked into
the studio, and the rest is history.
My favorite part of the tour was being
able to touch Elvis’ first microphone.
Some group members showcased their
own musical talents by singing into it. n

Memphis Tourism
901-543-5341
memphistravel.com

From left: GTM/Courtney Birchmeier, iStock
grouptourmagazine.com
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tennessee

Rev up a group tour at Bristol Motor Speedway
In Bristol, groups can go on a
behind-the-scenes track tour of “The
Last Great Colosseum.” Braistol Motor Speedway, a NASCAR short track
venue and the third-largest sports venue
in America, is known for its very short
track and extremely steep banking.
Although the 0.533-mile oval is short
in length, the track at Bristol Motor
Speedway is one of the most popular
with its two pit roads, all-concrete surface and stadium-like seating, earning it
its nickname of “The Last Great Colosseum.”
Track tours of the speedway are
available daily, except during major
speedway and dragway events. Tours
begin from Speedway World Gift Shop,
located on the first floor of the O. Bruton Smith Building.
On the guided tours, groups can
climb the famous high banks of Bristol’s

track and even sign it; experience the
excitement of Victory Lane; and explore
Thunder Valley, the speedway’s drag
strip.
The drag strip is famously nicknamed “Thunder Valley” for its location between two mountains, causing
thundering acoustics when cars race
down the strip.
Every year, the speedway hosts
NASCAR events in April and August.
The speedway also is home to one of
the most famous races in all of NASCAR — the Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race. Held every year, the night race is
a highly anticipated event for fans all
around the country.
Aside from NASCAR, the speedway
hosts a variety of events including monster truck races, concerts and car shows.
Group ticket pricing for events is
available for 20 or more people, and

reservations are required for track tours
of seven or more group members. n
Bristol Motor Speedway
423-989-6906
bristolmotorspeedway.com

Discover Bristol

Welcome Home Veterans Celebration
September 18-22, 2019 | Clarksville, TN

Frances Manzitto, CTIS
frances@visitclarksvilletn.com | 1-800-530-2487 ext 231 | 931-245-4345

welcomehomeveteranscelebration.com
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Virginia
Abingdon

Groups that come to Abingdon, a picturesque mountain
town, are typically looking for some serious play time. Whether
the play is on stage at Barter Theatre, the state theater of
Virginia, or in the great outdoor playground of the Blue Ridge
Mountains, it’s always play time somewhere in town. With more
restaurants per capita than New York City or San Francisco, it’s
no wonder Abingdon was named “The Best Small Town Food
Scene” in America by USA Today.
“I think what really sets Abingdon apart as a destination is
the way it combines small-town charm and big-time culture,”
said Amanda Livingston, marketing manager for Visit Abingdon.
“People are so friendly and welcoming, and at the same time
you have world-class theater and museums, and a sophisticated
restaurant scene.”
Visit Abingdon
276-676-2282
visitabingdonvirginia.com

SEE

Barter Theatre was
founded during the Great
Depression; the first patrons
literally bartered for an
evening’s entertainment,
bringing vegetables, meat
and eggs. The theater helped
launch the careers of stars
like Gregory Peck, Patricia
Neal, Ernest Borgnine and
Ned Beatty. Eight decades
later, this professional theater
performs year-round in two
unique venues.
Barter Theatre
276-628-3991
bartertheatre.com

Visit Abingdon

DO

Explore the authentic
culture of Appalachia at
Southwest Virginia Cultural
Center & Marketplace.
Warm woods and soaring
architecture are the perfect
backdrop for the rich heritage
of the southwest Virginia
region. Take a virtual tour of
The Crooked Road: Virginia’s
Heritage Music Trail, and
sample locally sourced
ingredients at the cafe.
Southwest Virginia Cultural
Center & Marketplace
276-492-2400
visitswva.org

DINE

Visitors can travel back
in time at The Tavern, built
in 1779. It was used from its
beginning as a tavern and
overnight inn for stagecoach
travelers, housing illustrious
guests including Henry
Clay; Louis Philippe, King
of France; and President
Andrew Jackson. Enjoy a
sophisticated American menu
with a German twist.
The Tavern
276-628-1118
abingdontavern.com

EXPLORE

With its tree-lined brick
sidewalks and two centuries
of architecture, downtown
Abingdon is a great place
to shop, dine or sightsee.
Established in 1778,
Abingdon is remarkably
well-preserved — the entire
20-block downtown district
is on the National Register
of Historic Places. Visitors
love the many art galleries,
boutiques and restaurants.
Visit Abingdon
276-676-2282
visitabingdonvirginia.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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virginia

Soar to new heights at The View of DC
In Arlington, groups can view the
country’s capital like never before. The
View of DC offers expansive views of
the city’s historic monuments, natural
beauty and famous landmarks.
“As the first and highest observation deck experience in D.C., it is the

premier way to take in the grandeur of
the nation’s capital,” said Andrew Hicks,
manager of group sales. “Soar 400 feet
into the sky, with 360-degree views
of National Mall, D.C., Maryland and
Virginia. Elevate your perspective of all
D.C. landmarks, including the Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, U.S. Capitol, Supreme
Court, Pentagon, Arlington National
Cemetery, National Cathedral, Georgetown and more.
“Take your experience to greater
heights with our HoverDC immersive
flyover experience: an aerial journey
over D.C.’s historic corridor and no-fly
zone with advanced audiovisuals.”
The 12,000-square-foot space is filled
with floor-to-ceiling windows and has
an open-air rooftop deck for an up-close
view of the Pentagon and Arlington
National Cemetery. The state-of-the-art
multisided holographic display allows
groups to experience history firsthand
while watching historical figures come

to life as they tell their personal stories.
“The experience is built for your
group to seamlessly self-guide throughout the full exhibit, with interactive
screens enriching the rich history
behind each stunning view,” Hicks said.
“To enhance your tour, there are ambassadors that will greet you upon your
arrival, get you started and answer any
questions you may have through the full
duration of your tour.
“Plus, our stunning views and private
rooftop deck offer the perfect photo opportunity for your whole group.”
To really elevate a group experience,
guests can visit the Champagne Bar and
take in the views with a glass of bubbly,
or, try out some fresh, diverse cuisine or
a local craft beer in the cafe.
Hicks recommends booking group
visits at least one week in advance. n
The View of DC
703-423-0600
theviewofdc.com

The View of DC
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Go behind the scenes at Reservoir Distillery
Reservoir Distillery in Richmond
gives visitors a chance to meet distillers who are passionate about the
spirits they produce.
“Typically, when someone comes
in and does a tour, they are talking
with someone that lives and breathes
whiskey, makes it day in and day out, is
tasting barrels, and sampling distillate to
make sure it’s right,” said Nick Vaughan,
“barrelman” and distiller at the distillery.
“We feel like we offer a pretty intimate experience because you go to some
other places and the person really loves
and is passionate about the company
they work with, but they’re maybe not
one of the folks who has their hand in
making the product.”

The small distillery focuses on three
core single-grain products — 100%
corn bourbon, 100% wheat whiskey and
100% rye whiskey.
“We source those grains locally
and we do everything in-house from
grinding the grain to hand signing and
wax dipping every bottle we make,”
Vaughan said.
Reservoir Distillery began making
whiskey in 2008 and sold its first bottle
of spirits to Virginia’s Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control in 2010.
Founders Jay Carpenter and Dave
Cuttino are still there and are very much
involved in the day-to-day operations.
“We were actually the first alcohol
manufacturer in this neighborhood be-

Reservoir Distillery

fore it kind of blew up to be the craft beer
destination that it is now,” Vaughan said.
Reservoir Distillery is in the Scott’s
Addition neighborhood in Richmond.
Within four or five square blocks, the
neighborhood now has about nine
breweries, two cideries, a meadery, plus
apartments and loft living.
Private group tours with or without
tastings can be booked for a flat rate per
15 visitors plus the cost of the tasting.
Because of space, each tour is limited
to a maximum of 15 but back-to-back
tours can be arranged. n
Reservoir Distillery
804-912-2621
reservoirdistillery.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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West Virginia
Beckley

Known as the heart of southern West Virginia, Beckley
boasts the amenities of a city but is flush with the recreational
opportunities of a mountain escape.
Tour what was once an operational coal mine, shop the
wares of West Virginia’s most talented artisans, take in a show
under the stars and see some of the grandest views along the
New River Gorge National River.
“Beckley-Raleigh County is such a diverse destination for
visitors,” said Lisa Strader, director of Visit Southern West
Virginia. “The authenticity of the historical attractions, the
adventures that surround the city, along with the beauty of the
city, county, state and national parks that call this area home
make this a great stop for any and all groups.”
Visit Southern West Virginia
800-847-4898
visitwv.com

ENJOY

Opened in 1996,
Tamarack – The Best
of West Virginia was the
nation’s first showcase of fine
art, handcrafts and regional
cuisine. Under its uniquely
shaped roof, groups find a
retail store, a fine art gallery,
working studios, a theater, a
conference center and a food
court. The cafeteria-style food
court offers breakfast, lunch
and dinner.
Tamarack – The Best
of West Virginia
888-262-7225
tamarackwv.com
Visit Southern West Virginia
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TOUR

Not many cities can boast
that they have a “mine of their
own,” but Beckley is home
to one of the most authentic
heritage attractions in the
state. Beckley Exhibition
Coal Mine gives groups
a look of what once was
an operational coal mine
and takes them through the
journey of mining.
Beckley Exhibition
Coal Mine
304-256-1747
beckley.org/generalinformation-coal-mine

EXPLORE

The name says it all.
Grandview is a peaceful,
relaxing spot that offers
spectacular views of the
New River Gorge National
River. Rangers offer guided
walks and talks for groups
by appointment. In the
springtime, this is the
best place to see West
Virginia’s state flower, the
rhododendron.
Grandview
304-465-0508
nps.gov/neri/planyourvisit/
grandview.htm

SEE

Grandview is also
the home to Cliffside
Amphitheater. Since 1961,
Theatre West Virginia
has been offering historical
dramas under the stars at
this location. Theatre West
Virginia was founded in 1955
by citizens from the Raleigh
County region who wanted
to showcase West Virginia’s
unique culture to a wide
audience.
Theatre West Virginia
304-256-6800
theatrewestvirginia.org

west virginia

Lauren Stonestreet

J.Q. Dickinson Salt-Works shares
a one-of-a-kind experience
Visitors have a unique opportunity
to tour what was once the largest salt
producing facility in the world at J.Q.
Dickinson Salt-Works near Charleston.
Long before settlers came, Native
Americans harvested salt by boiling
brine from springs. In 1813, William Dickinson bought property in
Kanawha County near present-day
Malden. By 1817 he began operations
recapturing salt from a 400-millionyear-old sea below the Appalachian
Mountains. Dickinson named the
company for John Quincy Dickinson,
his grandson.
Before long, Malden became “the
salt making capital of the east.” In 1851
Great Kanawha Red Salt was named
“best salt in the world” at the London
World’s Fair. The salt was red because of
iron (now removed) in the brine.

But hard times followed; in 1945
the company ceased operations. Some
200 years after its founding, Dickinson
descendants and seventh-generation
salt producers Nancy Bruns and Lewis
Payne redug the well and have been
producing salt since.
“We are actually the only salt producers who produce salt the way we do
on this continent and in this hemisphere,” said Megan Easter, operations
manager. “Our methods are unique,
and everything is small-batch and
hand-harvested.”
The artisanal salt’s coarse texture
and distinct minerality are said to
heighten and enhance the flavor of
foods. It can be found in more than 350
specialty food retailers and restaurants
including Napa Valley’s legendary
French Laundry.

J.Q. Dickinson Salt-Works is open
year-round, but tours are given only
mid-April through late November when
the facility is producing salt.
The free tour takes about 30 minutes. After learning the company’s
history, groups tour the greenhouses
where water is evaporated from the
brine leaving salt and the processing
building where the salt is cleaned, sifted
and packaged for shipping.
A tasting of the company’s salt products and house-made caramel sauces
follows. Syrups, hot sauces and drinking
vinegars are also available for tasting.
The shop sells the company’s products
and other items made in Appalachia. n
J.Q. Dickinson Salt-Works
304-925-7918
jqdsalt.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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west virginia

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

Take a locomotive journey
at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
Spectacular views of the West
Virginia mountains await visitors who
take a ride on a train pulled by a unique
historic steam engine at Cass Scenic
Railroad State Park.
The park is located in the town of
Cass, which the West Virginia Pulp
and Paper Company created in 1901 as
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a company town for loggers working
in the nearby mountains. The railroad
was built to haul lumber to the mill in
town. The operation was sold to another
lumber company in 1942.
After the mill and railroad ceased operations in 1960 because of the decline
of the timber industry, Cass became a
state park. The park operates two trains
pulled by old steam-geared Shay steam
engines, including a couple that hauled
logs from the West Virginia mountains.
“One of them is the oldest operating
Shay engine in the world still running
on the tracks she was built for,” said
Tammy Shoemaker, information specialist with the visitors center. “She came
here Nov. 1, 1905 and she’s never left this
operation, which means she’s been operating on that mountain for 114 years.”
A two-hour ride covers 4 miles to
Whitaker, an authentic logging camp
re-created by volunteers of the Moun-

tain State Railroad & Logging Historical
Association. A five-hour ride climbs
11 miles up the mountain over an 11%
grade to Bald Knob, the third-highest
point in the state at 4,842 feet. A “hobo
lunch” is included in the ticket price.
The state park also has a company
store open seven days a week, a restaurant, soda fountain and museum.
“You’re literally walking in history
here because this is one of the only
remaining company towns that’s like it
was when it was built,” Shoemaker said.
“The houses built in 1901 are still here.
It’s an incredible town.”
Special rates are available for groups
of 25 or more. Free parking is available
at the railroad station. n
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park
304-456-4300
wvstateparks.com/park/
cass-scenic-railroad-state-park
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Arizona
Tempe

The City of Tempe knows groups are looking for a fun
and convenient destination with a range of comfortable
accommodations. The Tempe Tourism Office is available
to assist in planning itineraries, gathering rate information,
scheduling FAM tours and site visits, and providing professional
advice to ensure a fantastic stay. Get started with theater
performances, local eateries, hiking trails, spring training games
and shopping destinations.
“Tempe, Arizona, is an excellent choice for group travel,”
said James Tevault, director of sales for Tempe Tourism Office.
“Tempe is known for lots of sunshine, the beautiful Sonoran
Desert landscape, an active downtown and one of the largest
college campuses in the United States, along with a variety of
hotels and off-site venues.”
Tempe Tourism Office
480-305-1370
tempetourism.com

SEE

Noted in Art in America as
“the single most impressive
venue for contemporary
art in Arizona,” the ASU
Art Museum exhibits
contemporary artists, with a
focus on Latin American art.
The museum hosts group
tours, and houses the largest
collection of Cuban art in the
U.S. and an award-winning
print collection. Exhibitions
change seasonally, and
admission is always
complimentary.
ASU Art Museum
480-965-2873
asuartmuseum.asu.edu

CRUISE

EAT

SIP

Desert Belle Cruises
have been cruising the
waters of Saguaro Lake for
more than 50 years. Relax
in comfort and see exotic
Arizona wildlife, towering
canyon walls and dramatic
desert vistas. Witness the
flora and fauna firsthand as
the group navigates pristine
Sonoran Desert canyons.
Private group cruises are
available for up to 125
passengers.

Serving classic meals
done right, Culinary
Dropout has a laid-back
vibe in The Yard at Farmer
Arts District. Favorites include
pretzels and fondue, meatloaf
and Arizona-famous fried
chicken drizzled with honey.
Thirsty? Wash it all down
with a craft beer or housemade cocktail and enjoy yard
games and live music. Group
capacity ranges from small
gatherings to full buyouts.

Four Peak Brewing
Company’s original brewery
is housed inside a 100-yearold former creamery and ice
factory. Tours showcase the
history and give an overview
of the brewing process.
Arrange a group gathering at
the Wilson Tasting Room, a
Four Peaks event space that
can accommodate 40–250
people. The Tap Room
bar has a full view of the
production facility.

Desert Belle Cruises
480-984-2425
desertbelle.com

Culinary Dropout
480-240-1601
culinarydropout.com

Four Peaks Brewing
Company
844-439-4722
fourpeaks.com

Clockwise from top: Slaven Gujic, Tempe Tourism Office (3), Tim Trumble
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Sightsee with Desert Belle Cruises
For more than 50 years, the Desert Belle has been cruising the waves
of Saguaro Lake in Mesa. Groups can
kick back and relax in air-conditioned
comfort on a 90-minute narrated cruise
while observing Arizona wildlife, desert
vistas and canyon walls.
The Desert Belle seats 146 passengers
between two levels. Narrated cruises run
daily and focus on history, geography, geology and wildlife native to the Sonoran
Desert, all covered by a Coast Guardcertified captain. The narration cruise
is the most popular option offered by
Desert Belle Cruises, and online booking
is advised to ensure availability. Groups
have the chance to see bald eagles, bighorn sheep, cranes and other water fowl.
Water, beer, wine and soda are available
54
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for purchase on the boat’s snack bar.
Live music cruises offer a party, and
feature talented bands and musicians
from the valley. The boat cruises at dusk,
offering majestic views of an Arizona
sunset on the water. One of the most
popular groups is a Beach Boys tribute
band, the Southwest Surfers. Other artists cover genres ranging from pop, rock
and jazz to folk and instrumental. Wine
Cruises blend live music with wine specials and incredible sunset views.
For a unique experience in the
Sonoran Desert, groups can take a Lake
& Land Combo Tour. Stellar Adventures
and Desert Belle Cruises came together
to offer a half-day excursion, giving
groups an up-close look at the desert
followed by a cruise on Saguaro Lake.

Desert Belle Cruises

On this tour, groups are picked up
at accommodations in a Hummer H1
and taken on a heart-pumping adventure through the desert on an off-road
tour. While explaining the history of the
Sonoran Desert, tour guides point out
flora and fauna unique to the desert,
including birds of prey, wild horses and
even bobcats. After the off-road excursion, groups cruise along Saguaro Lake
for the signature narration cruise on the
Desert Belle.
Group rates apply for 10 or more
adult passengers. Private cruises also are
available. n
Desert Belle Cruises
480-984-2425
desertbelle.com
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California
Tiburon

Named for the leopard sharks that swim along its shorelines,
(tiburon is Spanish for shark), the tiny, picturesque town of
Tiburon is located just north of San Francisco. The area is
accessible by ferry through the bay and by motorcoach through
Highway 101 and Highway 131.
Start the journey with Elliott Brown, a city resident who
guides Tiburon Walking Tours. From the town’s indigenous
people through its evolution into one of the bay’s most beautiful
communities, Tiburon Peninsula’s history will come alive in a
leisurely 1½–2-hour walking tour.
Afterward, enjoy a bayside picnic lunch at Shoreline Park,
and rejuvenate and restore the group with a private yoga class
at the beautiful China Cabin, the perfect place to tap into
Tiburon’s mellow vibes.
Destination Tiburon
415-435-2298
destinationtiburon.org

CRUISE

Schedule a group cruise to
Angel Island State Park with
Angel Island Tiburon Ferry.
With advance reservation,
the ferry will allow groups to
bring bicycles to ride around
the island; helmets are
required. The Angel Island
is the fleet’s largest vessel,
able to accommodate 400
passengers. Because of its
open-air second deck, the
vessel is great for sunset
cruises.
Angel Island Tiburon Ferry
415-435-2131
angelislandferry.com

DISCOVER

Protecting the area’s
eelgrass, Pacific herring and
the overall ecosystem through
conservation engagement
with visitors, Richardson
Bay Audubon Center &
Sanctuary is comprised of
10½ acres of uplands and
900 acres of subtidal bay.
With prior arrangements, bird
walks are offered to groups
from September through June.
Richardson Bay Audubon
Center & Sanctuary
415-388-2524, ext. 111
richardsonbay
.audubon.org

HIKE

Expansive vistas of San
Francisco, the Golden Gate
Bridge, Angel Island and
the Marin Headlands make
the trails of Old St. Hilary’s
Open Space Preserve
worthwhile. Wildflowers
surround Old St. Hilary’s
Church, Tiburon’s iconic
hillside landmark. The church
was originally a mission
named for St. Hilaire, Bishop
of Poitiers.
Old St. Hilary’s Open
Space Preserve
marincountyparks.org
/parkspreserves

RELAX

Located on San Francisco
Bay, Sam’s Anchor Café
has long been famous
for its fresh seafood, fun
atmosphere and breathtaking
views of Alcatraz and the
San Francisco skyline.
Reservations are only needed
for groups of more than 25.
Try the prickly pear cocktail
with a tower of oysters, snow
crab claws, jumbo prawns,
lobster, marinated mussels
and ceviche.
Sam’s Anchor Café
415-435-4527
samscafe.com

Clockwise from top: Creative Commons, Sarah Stierch, Creative Commons, Len Blumin, Wade Tregaskis
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Tranquility awaits groups at
Palm Mountain Resort & Spa
Situated in the heart of vibrant
downtown Palm Springs and in the
shadow of the striking San Jacinto
Mountains, Palm Mountain Resort
& Spa is an oasis that accommodates
groups, large and small.
With 142 guest rooms and suites,
Palm Mountain provides a home base
for exploring Palm Springs and all the
area has to offer. Groups can easily take
day trips to Joshua Tree National Park
in the cooler stretches of the Mojave
Desert, visit the Temecula Valley wineries, take a swing at golfing or go on a
shopping spree in the vintage boutiques
along Palm Canyon Drive.
The resort regularly welcomes
groups of all sizes and recognizes the
importance of making each guest’s stay
exceptional.
“Palm Mountain prides itself in the
personal service provided from start to
finish with all guests, but specifically
with group travelers as there are so
many logistics involved that need to run
seamlessly,” said Steven Boswell, general
manager of Palm Mountain Resort &
Spa. “From boarding the motorcoach
upon arrival and welcoming guests, to
delivering refreshing drinks poolside, to
running errands for group organizers,
we are happy to add that extra touch
every step of the way.”
On-site, The Spa offers a peaceful

spot to relax and unwind. Stunning
views of the San Jacinto Mountains
create a tranquil atmosphere for the ultimate day of relaxation. The Spa features
a range of skincare and body treatments,
including popular specialty treatments
like the Golfer’s Massage, and Sunburn
Rescue and Repair.
“The Spa is unpretentious and a fantastic amenity for groups to freshen up after a
long day on the road,” Boswell said.
The pool and adjacent courtyard are
ideal places for groups to convene for a
refreshing beverage or to lounge away
an afternoon. Newly renovated and perfectly chilled, the outdoor pool and its

Palm Mountain Resort & Spa

sunning terraces, complete with misters,
will keep guests cool throughout the day.
A firepit and new hot tub are inviting
features after the sun sets and cooler air
descends from the mountains.
A central-resort Marketplace has an
array of snacks and beverages, including
select beer, wine and Starbucks coffee.
The property’s many group amenities are
rounded out with access to the nearby
Palm Springs Fitness for yoga, Zumba
and circuit training classes. n
Palm Mountain Resort & Spa
760-325-1301
palmmountainresort.com

adsToursTiny.qxp_Courier 7/04 1/3/17 3:24 PM Pa

TOUR-FRIENDLY IN THE HEART OF PALM SPRINGS!
• Just steps from shops, restaurants, and the casino
• Continental breakfast and motor coach parking
Call today to learn about our exclusive offer for
Group Tour Magazine readers.

palmmountainresort.com 1.800.622.9451
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Discover The Huntington
Group Tours Available
Pasadena Adjacent | huntington.org

california

La Jolla Playhouse brings people together
The curtains are rising on a dynamic
theatrical season at La Jolla Playhouse, a
half hour outside of San Diego. Showcasing six new productions, including
three world premieres, La Jolla Playhouse
prides itself as a venue where artists and
audiences come together to create what’s
new and next in American theater.
“The 2019–20 season represents
a multitude of vibrant and vigorous
voices, all of which examine — in vastly
different ways — how ordinary people
attempt to persevere under extraordinary circumstances,” said Christopher
Ashley, artistic director.
A 2017 Tony Award winner, Ashley is
no stranger to the stage and carries on La
Jolla Playhouse’s proud legacy of developing new plays and musicals. Running Feb.
18 to March 29, 2020, Fly brings J. M. Bar-

rie’s cherished Peter Pan into present-day.
“Fly unites a dynamo creative team
to imbue fresh life into the beloved Peter
Pan tale, with a new twist on what it
means to leave your childhood behind,”
Ashley said.
Wendy’s life is about to change forever when she meets a boy named Peter,
a pirate named Hook and a beguiling,
beautiful Crocodile, who’s much more
than meets the eye. Fly will take groups
on an adventure propelled by a powerful
and percussive score, dynamic choreography and aerial acrobatics as a whole
new Neverland comes to life.
Groups may consider extending
their playhouse visit with a special
backstage tour. Visitors can explore
the three stages and active production
shops, and learn more about the history

La Jolla Playhouse

of La Jolla Playhouse and the role it
plays in the community.
Forums abound for groups hoping to
engage directly with the actors or artistic
team. Discovery Sundays include moderated discussions exploring the issues and
themes in the plays, while Talkback Tuesdays allow audiences to share their own
thoughts and learn more about the shows.
An on-site restaurant, James’ Place,
features a full bar, prime and Angus
cuts of beef, locally and sustainably
harvested seafood, and seasonal dishes.
On Foodie Fridays, visitors have access
to one of San Diego’s local food trucks
before the show. n
La Jolla Playhouse
858-550-1010
lajollaplayhouse.org

FEED YOUR SOUL
AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL
Book your group tour at VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

grouptourmagazine.com
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Skunk Train

Roll through redwoods on the
historic Skunk Train
Get a glimpse of 350-foot giants, the
California redwoods, on the 134-yearold Skunk Train. The historic railroad
stretches 40 miles through scenic and ancient forests, and rides depart from Willits
and Fort Bragg. After 26 years of construction, the original Fort Bragg Railroad was
opened with a mission to move timber
from the redwood forests back to the town
of Fort Bragg for milling and distribution.
The nickname “Skunk” came to play
in 1925, when single railroad cars (known
today as railbuses or railcruisers) burned
gasoline to transport workers and travelers. The pungent odor from the fumes inspired the train’s name because you could
smell the cars before you could see them.
Since its conversion to a passenger
railroad, the Skunk Train has given rides
to millions of people, and today, the train
averages 65,000 riders per year.

“When groups visit here, they really
want to experience the redwoods,” said
Robert Jason Pinoli, vice president and
general manager for the Skunk Train.
“When you’re riding through the forest
and you’re out on the open-air observation cars, you can look straight up and see
the very tops of these beautiful trees. It’s
magical.”
The Skunk Train features two main
routes. The most popular trip, Wolf Tree
Turn, departs from Willits for a scenic
two-hour journey that passes over the
highest point of the railroad. The train
stop in Crowley is where passengers can
get a glimpse of the majestic Wolf Tree,
one of the oldest and most iconic trees
along the route.
The second trip, Pudding Creek
Express, takes passengers on a one-hour,
round-trip ride through the pristine

Pudding Creek Estuary. Departing Fort
Bragg depot, groups breeze past primeval
redwoods and estuary, and take in views of
the historic town of Glen Blair.
Snacks, non-alcoholic drinks, beer,
wine and spirits are available for purchase
on the train. Additionally, tour operators
can work with the group sales team to set
up box lunches or a barbecue lunch on the
Wolf Tree Turn route.
“The moment the train leaves the city
limits, passengers are on a route that’s only
accessible by railway,” Pinoli said. “When
you’re on the Skunk Train, you’re in the
remote, beautiful and pristine wilderness,
passing through old-growth redwoods
that have never before been touched.” n
Skunk Train
707-964-6371
skunktrain.com/groups

Sweet!
FACTORY TOURS
DAILY 9:15AM-4PM
• Fun, interactive and
sensory exhibits
• Retail Store and Café
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane • Fairfield, CA
JellyBelly.com • 800-953-5592
© 2019 Jelly Belly Candy Company
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Take on The Plunge at Pier 39
With more than 15 million visitors
each year, Pier 39 is the most-visited
attraction in San Francisco. A variety of
restaurants, specialty shops and unique
experiences await visitors eager to take in
views of the iconic Golden Gate Bridge
and spend time on the waterfront.
“We’re excited to present attraction
No. 24 on PIER 39,” said Ed Hutchinson,
owner of the Plunge.
The Plunge is an exciting new Pier
39 ride expected to open this summer.
The attraction will rotate 12 riders 40
feet up a spire, providing a magnificent
360-panoramic view of the San Francisco Bay. Suddenly, passengers will plummet through a centrifuge of weightlessness and rotating joy.
Just as riders are about to catch their
breath and stomach, they will be shot
skyward toward the top of the spire once
again before plummeting back down.

Bouncing, spinning and plunging will keep
fun-seeking groups coming back for more.
John Alter owns the 7D Experience,
a perennially popular attraction on the
pier that constantly reinvents itself.
“Get ready to ride, blast and compete,” Alter said. “The 7D Experience
takes groups on a simulated roller
coaster ride. Use your laser blaster to
score points vanquishing zombies, scary
clowns and other foes while you tumble
through the hills and turns.”
After an afternoon of rides and
fun, the Luau Lounge Tiki Bar inside
Players Sports Grill & Arcade is a great
place for groups to unwind as they

recount their experiences. Tropical
drinks and appetizer plates to share
allow diners to taste a wide palette,
echoing the variety of experiences to be
found on the pier itself.
San Francisco’s Pier 39 offers a little
something for everyone, and its addition
of new attractions ensures returning
visitors will experience something new.
The Pier 39 Tourism Development Department is ready to assist group leaders
who are planning an upcoming visit. n
Pier 39
415-705-5526
pier39.com/group-sales

415.981.PIER

PIER39.com

VIEWS ON
A CRUISE
Fun for the whole group

Hornblower.com
For rates and details contact emiller@hornblower.com
SAN FRANCISCO SACRAMENTO NEWPORT BEACH LONG BEACH MARINA DEL REY SAN DIEGO NEW YORK
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T

YOUR
MUST-SHOP STOP
IN CALIFORNIA
SAVE UP TO 65%
at over 60 brand-name stores

MICHAEL KORS • TOMMY HILFIGER • NIKE FACTORY STORE • H&M
KATE SPADE • POTTERY BARN OUTLET • CALVIN KLEIN • BROOKS BROTHERS
BANANA REPUBLIC FACTORY STORE • EXPRESS FACTORY OUTLET
COACH • AMERICAN EAGLE OUTFITTERS • LE CREUSET • LEVI’S® OUTLET STORE

Book your Groups at the Outlets at Tejon! For Meet & Greets, a VIP gift and discounts for your clients,
plus a $15 gift card for your group leader and driver, contact Becky at rswiggum@tejonoutlets.com or
+1 (661) 663-4213 at least 48 hours prior to your visit. Plus, mention this ad when you book your trip!

TejonOutlets.com

Located just 40 min. north of Los Angeles, off California’s I-5.

itinerary planner

Colorado
Aurora

As Colorado’s third largest city, Aurora encompasses areas
to explore, award-winning chefs, craft breweries and a wide
range of activities. Visitors can explore the great outdoors and
receive expert accommodations all in one destination that is a
gateway to the Rockies.
“Aurora, Colorado, is the perfect combination of hyper-local
group experiences and world-class accommodations, tied
together in a Rocky Mountain backdrop,” said Jennifer Buckley,
director of group services for Visit Aurora Colorado.
Discover Aurora’s intuitive cultural art district and visit the
many theaters and museums. Shopping aficionados will love the
mix of retail destinations, ranging from independent boutiques
to national brands. And when it’s time to relax, head to Gaylord
Rockies Resort & Convention Center, where large groups can
easily be accommodated among 1,501 guest rooms.
Visit Aurora Colorado
720-484-8902
visitaurora.com

SHOP

Once a pilot ejection
seat factory, Stanley
Marketplace is now a
bustling food hall and urban
market. Discover 50-plus
independently owned
Colorado businesses, from
gourmet chocolates and
boutique clothing to craft
wine and fitness classes.
Stanley Marketplace has a
community of like-minded
entrepreneurs who believe in
sustainability, thoughtfulness
and creativity.
Stanley Marketplace
720-990-6743
stanleymarketplace.com
Visit Aurora Colorado
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EXPLORE

PLAY

Discover an array of
shopping, dining and
entertainment opportunities at
Southlands lifestyle center,
where have-it-all meets doit-all. Southlands has local
boutique shopping coupled
with major brands. Visit
the Main Plaza to explore
seasonal activities, including
live concerts and farmers
markets. Upon arrival, grab
a quick bite to kick off the
shopping adventure.

Give a golf-like
experience a try. Rent a
climate-controlled bay at
Topgolf Centennial to
practice swings. Socializing
becomes a sport through
a blend of technology and
entertainment. Ideal for
groups, Topgolf’s unique
experience includes a rooftop
patio, and food and drink
menus. An executive chef
will deliver a fresh twist on
familiar favorites.

Southlands
303-627-5000
shopsouthlands.com

Topgolf Centennial
720-880-3151
topgolf.com/us/centennial

STAY

Gaylord Rockies Resort
& Convention Center is
Colorado’s largest resort.
Now open, guests can dine
at one of seven restaurants,
receive spa treatments
and explore the Colorado
wilderness all at one resort.
Enjoy the indoor and outdoor
water complex, the lazy river,
and soak in the pictureperfect views of the Rocky
Mountains.
Gaylord Rockies Resort
& Convention Center
720-452-6900
marriott.com

colorado

Sip craft brews
in Fort Collins
Situated along the eastern foothills of
the Rocky Mountains, Fort Collins offers
majestic views of snow-capped peaks. The
growing city also is home to 24 breweries (and counting), earning the crown of
“Colorado’s Craft Beer Capital & Beyond.”
Katy Schneider, director of marketing for Visit Fort Collins, said the extensive number of breweries provides a
variety of experiences for any group size.
“From the Cellar Experience, limited
to groups of 10, at Purpose Brewing to
private tours for up to 20 at famed New
Belgium Brewing, you can work with
the breweries to tailor the experience to
your group’s needs,” Schneider said.
Several breweries are located along
the banks of the Cache la Poudre River.
Many offer food trucks and live music
in warmer months, inviting guests to
sample different brews as they soak in
iconic Colorado views.
“If beer is your group’s passion, they
can learn about the craft and make multiple stops with Beer and Bike Tours or
aboard the Magic Bus,” Schneider said.
The Horse and Dragon Brewery
opened five years ago. Tim and Carol
Cochran co-own the small-production
operation, focusing on supplying excellent local beers to Fort Collins’ many
bars and restaurants.
“We have several standard brands
we try to keep in stock and we’re also

Richard Haro

constantly experimenting with new
flavors,” Carol Cochran said. “We generally cover our own operation, from
graining through kegging.”
The Tasting Room can accommodate groups of up to 80 and abuts the
brewing floor. Tim Cochran can frequently be found discussing the transition from home brewing to managing a
commercial brewery.
“On request, we’ve given tours focused on our environmental and social
sustainability efforts, our story or our
relationship with our supply chain,” Carol
Cochran said. “We are happy to tailor to
the group.”
Nearby, the Odell Brewing Company
is one of Fort Collins’ older establishments. The brewery crafts a variety
of beers and supports its workers in
piloting their own ideas for new flavors.
Tours of the production floor are

informative and interactive. Afterward,
guests can go to the expansive patio and
enjoy a flight of flavors, pairing tastes
with new-found brewing knowledge. n
Visit Fort Collins
970-232-3840
visitftcollins.com/groups

#1 Scenic Railroad

SURPRISINGLY
SIMPLE TO BOOK!

CUMBRESTOLTEC.COM/GROUPS
1-877-890-2737

grouptourmagazine.com
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Nebraska
Grand Island

Grand Island came from the French La Grade Ile, referring to
a large island in the Platte River. The first settlers to Hall County
arrived in 1857, when three Iowa-based businessmen saw the
economic potential of a town near the island. Today, Grand
Island is Nebraska’s fourth largest city.
“For folks who eat, which is almost everyone, Grand Island
is very well suited to showcase how their food goes from farms
to their forks,” said Paul Nielsen, marketing manager for Grand
Island Tourism. “The interactive Raising Nebraska agriculture
experience serves as an excellent welcome mat for our city,
which hosts the Husker Harvest Days farm show and Nebraska
State Fair.”
Grand Island Tourism
308-382-4400
visitgrandisland.com

EXPLORE

Stuhr Museum of the
Prairie Pioneer tells the
story of early pioneers who
settled on the plains. Its
200 acres offer spectacular
architecture, a re-created
railroad town staffed by
historic interpreters during the
summer and holidays, and
Native American displays.
Special programs and
presentations are available to
groups of 10 or more.
Stuhr Museum
of the Prairie Pioneer
308-385-5316
stuhrmuseum.org
Grand Island Tourism
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DISCOVER

There’s a lot more to
producing food than fields
and farm animals. The
interactive, 25,000-squarefoot Raising Nebraska
acts as an introduction to
all of Nebraska’s agriculture
industry; the space shows
how food goes from farm
to fork. Its ever-changing
interactive displays include a
walkable map, a touchscreen
dining table and an adjacent
1-acre educational garden.
Raising Nebraska
308-385-3967
raisingnebraska.unl.edu

SHOP

SIP

The Railside district,
Grand Island’s historic
downtown, has experienced
a renaissance over the
past decade. The district is
an epicenter for business,
culture, entertainment,
food and shopping. A high
concentration of antique
shops, themed dining and
breweries, and a 1937 artdeco movie house are all
within a short walk.

Kinkaider Brewing Co.
is one of Railside’s newest
experiences, yet it emulates
the pioneer spirit that first
settled Nebraska. Groups pair
menu items with Kinkaider
beers, brewed about 100
miles northwest in the
Nebraska Sandhills, in this
former theater. Kinkaider was
founded by four Nebraskans,
born and raised right in the
heartland.

Railside
308-398-7022
arriverailside.com

Kinkaider Brewing Co.
308-872-8348
kinkaiderbrewing.com
/grand-island

nebraska

Pioneer Village presents America’s growth
Exhibits at Harold Warp Pioneer
Village are arranged in chronological
order to vividly portray how America
grew from the open hearth and grease
lamp to supersonic speed and cellphones. Often described as the “Smithsonian of the Plains,” the village is
located a short 15-minute drive south
of Interstate 80 in Minden.
“Visitors from around the world
use words like ‘fantastic,’ ‘a wonderful American treasure,’ ‘amazing’ and
‘remarkable’ to describe the 50,000 items
in 28 buildings,” said Marshall Nelson,
the village’s general manager.
Groups marvel at items like a steam
carousel and the world’s oldest Buick.
Guests find wagons, buggies, saddles,
guns, trains, 350 antique automobiles,
100 tractors, 20 aircraft, Rogers’ statuary
and historic buildings. There are seven
generations of kitchens, living rooms

and bedrooms from 1830 to 1980.
Nelson said the groups that visit
are most surprised by the diversity of
its collection. The village gives visitors
the chance to experience the development of current technologies through
the original technologies developed by
forefathers.
“The collections encompass virtually
every field of human endeavor,” Nelson
said. “The museum is full of the actual
items used by our parents, grandparents and great grandparents, as well as
ourselves.
“When you experience the things
from your past that were meaningful
to you, you take away a sense of family,
belonging and heritage, and the recognition of how our forefathers were able to
survive and develop from the merger
life of the 1800s to the world in which
we now live,” he said. “We rekindle fond

Pioneer Village

memories, laughter and warm the hearts
of our guests.”
Pioneer Village has been serving the
group travel market for more than 65
years. There is front-door loading and
unloading, easy motorcoach parking and
an opportunity for a step-on welcome.
Nelson noted there are shade trees
and areas to sit down and rest. During
the summer months, a snack bar is available for drinks and old-fashioned burgers, chili cheese dogs and root beer floats.
“It is an extremely relaxed atmosphere — never crowded,” Nelson said.
“Our guests can pick the areas they are
most interested in and pass on the buildings they are less interested in, and still
truly enjoy themselves.” n
Pioneer Village
308-832-1181
pioneervillage.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Nevada
Elko

Bordered by the snow-capped Ruby Mountains, also known
as the “Alps of Nevada,” Elko is complete with true cowboy
charm. The city is known as “Nevada with Altitude” as the city
sits at an elevation of more than 5,000 feet.
Cowboys from across the nation flock to Elko every January for
the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering, a celebration of the cowboy
lifestyle and the rural West. Next year’s gathering is scheduled for
Jan. 27–Feb. 2, 2020. Tickets go on sale Oct. 3, 2019.
Those looking to explore Nevada’s roots in ranching will find
plenty of knowledge at Elko’s cultural centers and museums.
And aside from cowboy culture, there’s no shortage of outdoor
activities. Within minutes of downtown Elko, groups can enjoy
everything from hiking to skiing.
Elko Convention & Visitors Authority
775-738-4091
exploreelko.com

TOUR

Six galleries occupy more
than 20,000 square feet
at Northeastern Nevada
Museum. The museum
features art and local history
exhibits, as well as extensive
wildlife habitat dioramas. The
collection of artifacts (from
hat pins to stagecoaches)
and the collection of historical
archives maintain and
preserve an enduring record
of the past.
Northeastern
Nevada Museum
775-738-3418
museumelko.org
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LEARN

At the California Trail
Interpretive Center,
groups see everything from
original murals and dioramas
depicting life on the trail to
artifacts that tell stories of
their own. And don’t forget
to “see the elephant,” and
find out what that expression
meant to the 250,000 people
who trekked the California
Trail.
California Trail
Interpretive Center
775-738-1849
californiatrailcenter.org

DISCOVER

Located in the historic
Pioneer Hotel, the Western
Folklife Center preserves
the rich culture of the
American West. Headquarters
for the National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering, the center
is the site of year-round
entertainment and activities,
including concerts, readings
and workshops. The Wiegand
Gallery features the work of
some of the world’s finest
Western artists.
Western Folklife Center
775-738-7508
westernfolklife.org

EXPLORE

Ruby Lake National
Wildlife Refuge provides
visitors with outstanding
wildlife observation in a
tranquil natural setting. The
refuge consists of 37,632
acres of marshes, open
ponds and islands bordered
by wet meadows, grass and
sagebrush-covered uplands.
More than 200 species of
birds use the refuge as a
resting stop or nesting area.
Ruby Lake National
Wildlife Refuge
775-779-2237
fws.gov/refuge/ruby_lake

Clockwise from top: Chris Moran/Travel Nevada, Creative Commons, Charlie Ekburg, Wayne Hsieh, Chris Moran/Travel Nevada

nevada

Experience the magic of The Neon Museum
Since its official opening seven years
ago, The Neon Museum has remained
dedicated to collecting, preserving,
studying and exhibiting iconic Las Vegas
signs for historic, artistic and cultural
enrichment. It now welcomes more than
200,000 annual visitors from around the
world who are drawn by the allure of
Nevada’s most famous art form.
This past spring, The Neon Museum
celebrated the passage of Nevada Assembly Bill 182, which officially made
neon the state element of Nevada.
“Make no mistake — this is the Silver State and it always will be,” said Rob
McCoy, president and chief executive officer of The Neon Museum. “But I think
there is a significant case to be made
that neon has been a more powerful
business additive to the Nevada economy than silver and gold combined.

Of course, here in Southern Nevada,
neon put the ‘fabulous’ in ‘Welcome
to Fabulous Las Vegas.’ But it was the
neon light form — the element — that
captured the world’s imagination.”
Dedicated individuals from the
private sector, as well as corporate and
government entities, worked collaboratively to promote the preservation of the
significant pieces of artistic and historical importance.
Groups may view The Neon Museum
collection through either an hourlong
guided tour or a self-guided tour, and
both day and night tours are offered.
Night tours feature the neon of 11 restored signs, as well as the dramatically
lit un-restored signs.
On its 2.27-acre campus, The Neon
Museum houses an outdoor exhibition
space known as the Neon Boneyard;

“boneyard” is traditionally the name
for an area where items no longer in
use are stored.
“Brilliant!” is a show that redefines
the way groups explore the history of
Las Vegas. The magical experience, created by artist Craig Winslow, transports
visitors into history through sight and
sound. The North Gallery is home to
the nighttime augmented-reality, audiovisual spectacle.
The museum collection also includes nine restored signs installed as
public art throughout downtown Las
Vegas and one restored sign on view at
the outdoor Fashion Show Plaza on the
Las Vegas Strip. n
The Neon Museum
702-387-6366
neonmuseum.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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New Mexico
Las Cruces

Visit Las Cruces provides assistance and itinerary ideas to
groups looking to explore, experience and discover the spicier
side of life in the Mesilla Valley.
“Las Cruces is like a fine salsa bar, there’s something for
everyone’s palate,” said Jamila Gilbert, director of marketing
and communications for Visit Las Cruces. “If you like to hike,
bird watch or even fly high on a helicopter, we have nearly
500,000 acres of protected land to do it. If the arts are more of
the group’s style, catch a classic movie, some modern dance,
or any one of the several special events around Las Cruces and
the downtown. If you’re a proud foodie, you can sample, snack
or dine in one of our many restaurants, food trucks, wineries or
breweries.”
Visit Las Cruces
575-541-2169
lascrucescvb.org

HIKE

68

EAT

It’s easy to spend time
exploring the incredible
natural vistas of Las Cruces.
Hike Dripping Springs Trail in
the iconic Organ Mountain
Desert Peaks National
Monument. At 3,900 feet
above sea level, the group
will hike an additional 553
feet during the ascent. Walk
past the old Boyd Sanitarium
and see remnants of the old
Van Patten Mountain Camp.

Experience the heat on
Visit Las Cruces’ “Walk of
Flame” Trail. Known as the
chile capital of the world,
New Mexico ranks No. 1 in
chile pepper acreage in the
nation. Las Crucens have
created pecan-encrusted
green chile strips, green
chile meat lasagna and
green chile hummus. They
even put the stuff on their
custard sundaes.

Organ Mountains Desert
Peaks National Monument
575-522-1219
organmountains.org

“Walk of Flame” Trail
575-541-2444
lascrucescvb.org/explore/
green-chile

August 2019

Visit Las Cruces

DISCOVER

Built in 1926, the Rio
Grande Theatre is the oldest
two-story adobe theater in
the nation and remains the
cornerstone of Downtown
Las Cruces. Whether it be to
view a tango performance or
a Metallica-inspired mariachi
band, attending any event
at the historic Rio Grande
Theatre is sure to keep the
group raving.
Rio Grande Theatre
575-541-2290
riograndetheatre.org

TOUR

Spaceport America
is the first commercial
spaceport designed for
commercial space flight.
It’s home to Virgin Galactic,
Sir Richard Branson’s
spaceline company that has
completed crewed flights
to space and intends to
transport tourists to space.
At $250,000 a ticket, a ride
to space may be out of
reach, but Spaceport Tours
are available.
Spaceport America
575-267-8888
spaceportamerica.com

new mexico

Walk with ghosts
in Old Town Albuquerque
For over 19 years, Albuquerque’s
unusual quirks, historic tales and
spooky legends have been brought to
life by History & Ghost Tours of Old
Town. Featuring a daytime historical
tour and nighttime ghost tour, guides
paint a picture of what the streets of Old
Town have seen throughout its 313-year
history, from Native Americans and pioneers on the Santa Fe Trail to colonists
and Civil War soldiers.
“Albuquerque holds an incredible
amount of history, and with that, comes a
really unusual energy,” said Julie Brown,
manager of History & Ghost Tours of Old
Town. “Whether groups are on the ghost
or history tour, we provide fun that’s
enjoyable for people of all ages. Not only
do we cover the basics, but we also point
out off-the-beaten-path details, hidden
treasures and stories that groups would
never find on their own.”
On the 75-minute walking history
tour, groups take an insightful journey
through Albuquerque’s past and what
shaped the city they stand in today.
Lesser-known stories of the region are
uncovered within the historic cobblestone alleys and along the narrow streets
of Old Town Plaza. During the 100-minute, lantern-lit ghost tour, groups search
for paranormal sights and sounds as
they hear stories of murders, hangings
and tragedies of historic Old Town.
Both tours are leisurely with stops
every five to 10 minutes and can be
modified to fit the mobility of all guests.
Itineraries can be customized depending
on a groups’ interests.
“For our group tours, we will work
with each group to provide the best possible experience,” Brown said. “We can
add in stops and excursions that speak
to specific interests, like Route 66, cowboys or Civil War history. And we also
can tweak the tour timeframe, as well
as choose a starting and stopping point
that works best for the group.”
To book a group tour, planners must

call two weeks in advance to select and
secure their itinerary. n
History & Ghost Tours of Old Town
505-246-8687
toursofoldtown.com

History & Ghost Tours of Old Town

traditions B E G I N
W H E R E memories A R E

WH ERE

M A D E

273 LUXURY ROOMS AND SUITES,
PLUS 40,000+ SQ. FT. OF MEETING SPACE
To book your Group or Meeting, please contact:

Charles Meeks | 575-464-7780
cmeeks@innofthemountaingods.com

Jo Kazhe | 575-464-7065
jokazhe@innofthemountaingods.com

FULL CASINO | LUXURY RESORT | FINE DINING
ZIP LINE | CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF | FULL SERVICE SPA
InnoftheMountainGods.com
| 1-800-545-9011 | Mescalero, NM

grouptourmagazine.com
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Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures

DAILY
OPEN -5PM
9AM

AIN
M
N. M
114 WELL, N
ROS

575.625.9495
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM

70

August 2019

See New Mexico wildlife with
Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures
While the Upper Rio Grande is famous
for its cascading whitewater rapids thundering through canyons in the northern
stretches of the river, the Middle Rio
Grande provides a gentler experience ideal
for groups of varied skill level. The Middle
Rio Grande offers an opportunity to explore New Mexico’s wildlife and stunning
landscape from the water.
Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures,
located in Bernalillo, is about 20 min-

utes north of Albuquerque and offers
groups a fun experience away from the
metropolitan area. Visitors can select
from a range of watercraft, including
kayaks, paddle boards, canoes and rafts,
as well as several itineraries ranging
from a couple of hours to a full-day tour
of an 18-mile stretch of the river.
“Riverfront development is limited,
so long stretches feel exceptionally
remote,” said Michael Hayes, president

new mexico
of Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures.
“The river passes through the Santa
Ana Pueblo and Sandia Pueblo Native
American reservations, Rio Rancho
Open Space and the Corrales Bosque
Preserve.”
The National Audubon Society
recognizes the Corrales Bosque as an
“Important Bird Area.”
“Over 225 varies of birds have been
identified in the short 8½-mile reach,”
Hayes said.
Interpretive and instructional guides
point out blue herons and snowy egrets,
and dozens of varieties of songbirds
nesting along the forested river banks.
The Middle Rio Grande is a beginner-friendly river with a primarily slow
current and minimal hazards. There are
three small rapids along the way, short
elevation drops with small standing
waves and easily-avoided obstructions.

A safety orientation provides visitors
with confidence, allowing guests to
access the serenity and scenery of the
Middle Rio Grande during their outing.
Quiet Waters is renowned for its
special-event floats, such as sunset and
full moon outings, and the Freedom
Fourth Fireworks.
“Our most unique offering, easily,
is ‘Float the Fiesta,’” Hayes said. “We
take guests down the river during the
mass ascensions going on over the
nine days of Albuquerque’s International Balloon Fiesta.”
Quiet Waters also offers tailored experiences to groups of any size. Reservations are required, especially for special
event floats. n

CULTURAL CENTER
IndianPueblo.org

Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures
505-771-1234
quietwaterspaddling.com

PLAN YOUR VISIT
12th & I-40, ABQ NM • @IndianPueblo

Native Sourced
& Pueblo Inspired

See Full Menu: PuebloHarvestCafe.com

Quiet Waters Paddling Adventures

12th & I-40, ABQ NM • @PuebloHarvest
grouptourmagazine.com
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North Dakota
Grand Forks

What makes Grand Forks a #SimplyGrand destination for
group tours?
“I believe it’s the way our community can offer ‘big city’
events and attractions for everyone, while still maintaining that
small-town, friendly vibe visitors have come to know and love
about us,” said Julie Rygg, Greater Grand Forks Convention &
Visitors Bureau executive director.
It could be savoring a hand-dipped, chocolate-covered
potato chip from the legendary Widman’s Candy or biting into
homegrown, freshly roasted corn on the cob at the Saturday
Farmers Market. Maybe it’s enjoying North Dakota’s biggest
water park, teeing off at Arnold Palmer King’s Walk Golf Course,
canoeing the Red River or skating along a scenic winding
Greenway Trail before relaxing at a comfortable all-suite hotel.
Greater Grand Forks Convention & Visitors Bureau
701-746-0444
visitgrandforks.com

SIP

Sip, savor and stroll the
beautiful downtown district
during the six-month Art &
Wine Walk event series,
running May through October.
To begin the vino-tasting
journey, stop by either
starting location, Rhombus
Guys Brewing Company or
The Blue Moose Bar & Grill.
The map lists all participating
downtown businesses.
Downtown Development
Association
701-757-4051
downtowngrandforks
.org/aww

CELEBRATE

The group-friendly, multiday Greenway Takeover
Festival takes place
downtown on the scenic
Greenway, lining the banks
of the Red River. It features
talented artists from around
the world performing a variety
of genres including pop,
rock, jazz, soul, gospel and
country. This year’s event
is scheduled for Sept. 5–8,
2019; artists include Tim
Mahoney and Everclear.
Greenway Takeover
Festival
greenwaytakeover.com

Greater Grand Forks Convention & Visitors Bureau
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SEE

With the only Division I
hockey team in the state, the
University of North Dakota
boasts the magnificent $100
million-plus Ralph Engelstad
Arena that hosts concerts,
ice events and Fighting
Hawks Hockey. Take a tour
to see the club rooms, suite
level, main level, ice level,
Olympic arena and the Betty
Engelstad Sioux Center.
Ralph Engelstad Arena
701-777-6636
theralph.com

TOUR

Walk through the John
D. Odegard School of
Aerospace Sciences,
regarded as one of the top
collegiate aviation complexes
in the world. See flight
simulators and air traffic
control labs, as well as the
altitude chamber. The tour
may even include airport
operations facilities and the
Regional Weather Information
Center.
John D. Odegard School
of Aerospace Sciences
701-777-4989
fly.und.edu

north dakota

Medora Musical demonstrates ode
to patriotism and Theodore Roosevelt
Authentically Midwestern and
North Dakotan, the Medora Musical is
performed live and outside under the
Badlands sky in the 2,900-seat Burning
Hills Amphitheatre. The show features
live horses on stage, a salute to 26th
President Theodore Roosevelt and a big
patriotic ending with fireworks.
“Although these parts are in the show
each year, one thing that does change is
the theme,” said Kaelee Knoell, marketing and communications specialist for
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation. “The 2019 theme is ‘Be Legendary,’
which strives to encourage people to
work for their dreams in a place where
hard work and dedication can maximize
your potential. This is focused on North
Dakota’s new slogan, ‘Be Legendary.’”

Groups familiar with the show will
see a change in 2020 with a new co-host,
as 2019 is Bill Sorensen’s last year. The
show always takes groups through the
well-known and the less-well-known
legends who make up Medora’s past.
“We hope guests leave the Medora
Musical feeling like they just experienced an authentic piece of the American Midwest steeped in the history of
Theodore Roosevelt and his life in the
Badlands, as well as enriched in the
history of North Dakota and Medora’s
past,” Knoell said. “Most of all, we want
them to feel excited about Medora, the
old west and North Dakota, and we
want them to take that excitement with
them where they go.”
Groups also have the option to add

Medora Musical

dinner at the Pitchfork Steak Fondue
with a buffet before the show. Chefs load
steaks onto pitchforks and fondue them
western-style. Visitors savor their steak as
they overlook the picturesque Badlands
from atop a bluff at the Tjaden Terrance.
“Our group sales team is the best
place for groups to book their Pitchfork
Steak Fondue and Medora Musical
tickets,” Knoell said. “Medora loves to
host groups and share the adventure of
the Midwest, the history of Theodore
Roosevelt, the entertainment of our
shows and the beauty of the Badlands
with each and every group that visits.” n
Medora Musical
800-633-6721, ext. 8826
medora.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Oklahoma
Bartlesville

In 1870, when northeast Oklahoma was home to mostly the
Osage, Cherokee and Delaware, a trader named Nelson Carr
opened a trading post north of the Caney River, and the legend
of Bartlesville began. He expanded the facility into a flour mill
and general store, and within a few years, the area grew to
include other businesses and dwellings.
Developed from this rich history, Bartlesville is now a city
with an extensive park and trail system, world-class festivals,
ballet, theater, concerts and museums. Begin any tour
downtown, where groups can enjoy the incredible Frank Lloyd
Wright architecture of Price Tower, dinner at Copper Restaurant
+ Bar on the 15th floor, and sweeping views of the Osage Hills
and tallgrass prairies.
Bartlesville Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
918-336-8709
visitbartlesville.com

EXPLORE

Prairie Song Pioneer
Village preserves the
heritage of pioneers who
crossed the plains to settle
in Native American territory,
and acknowledges the
cowboy and Indian cultures
of Oklahoma. The village
features a re-created 1800s
Old West town with a saloon,
post office, general store,
jail, school house, chapel,
doctor’s office and stables.
Guided and self-guided tours
are available.
Prairie Song Pioneer Village
918-534-2662
prairiesong.net
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TOUR

Guided tours at Frank
Phillips Historic Home
are led by trained docents
and last about one hour. All
tours begin at the Interpretive
Center, located directly
behind the home. Groups
are guided through all three
floors while docents share
stories about the Phillips
family, the architecture of
the home and the history of
Bartlesville.
Frank Phillips
Historic Home
918-336-2491
frankphillipshome.org

LEARN

Presenting one of
America’s most unique
displays of Western art and
artifacts, Woolaroc Museum
and Wildlife Preserve
showcases Native American
pottery, baskets, beads,
blankets and cultural art. The
museum relates the story of
man’s cultural development
in the New World, while the
preserve is home to more
than 30 species of native and
exotic animals.
Woolaroc Museum
and Wildlife Preserve
918-336-0307, ext. 14
woolaroc.org

Clockwise from top: Randy Lane (2), Marc Carlson, Jim Whiteley, Prairie Song Pioneer Village

SEE

Price Tower is Frank
Lloyd Wright’s innovative
221-foot-high structure
built in 1956. It is the only
skyscraper by Wright and
is one of only two vertically
oriented Wright structures
extant. A 60-minute guided
tour of Price Tower includes a
visit to the restored 16th-floor
executive office of H.C. Price
and the H.C. Price Company
Corporate Apartment.
Price Tower
918-336-4949, ext. 117
pricetower.org

oklahoma

The American Indian Cultural Center
and Museum to celebrate native life
Opening in the spring of 2021, The
American Indian Cultural Center and
Museum in Oklahoma City will be an
exciting cultural adventure for all visiting groups.
The center will allow visitors to
rediscover and relearn American Indian
values, and how those are expressed
through art, music, literature, dance,
craft and other traditions that thrive in
Indian communities throughout Oklahoma today.
The center will host one-of-a-kind
exhibits, offer hands-on, educational
programming, and share cultural demonstrations celebrating the histories and
contemporary cultural expressions of
Oklahoma’s original peoples.
The 85-acre outdoor cultural park
is where prairies, plains and wetlands
converge. Groups can connect with the
natural environment, including earth,
water, fire and wind, while interpret-

ing American Indian perspectives. The
self-guided walking trails will feature
interpretive art pieces, and will include
space for native sports and concerts.
The Promontory Mound Walk begins
below ground in the Garden of Beginnings, which honors creation stories
depicting Indian people emerging from
the earth. It also offers landscaped
mini-versions of Oklahoma’s ecological
diversity, including the plains, wetlands
and prairies.
In the Turtle Shell Gallery, located
on the lower level in the North Wing,
groups can examine cultural materials
from the Smithsonian National Museum
of the American Indian Collection. In
this gallery, both contemporary and historic objects are featured to demonstrate
the long continuum of native culture.
The gallery’s design takes its inspiration from the highly revered turtle. The
turtle has been a prominent figure in

Indian culture because of its strength,
endurance and longevity.
The 250-seat, multipurpose theater
will host a variety of live performance
events and community-focused activities. It also will accommodate theatrical
productions, film and video presentations, dance and live music concerts, as
well as lectures and seminars.
In the Origins Theater, visitors
will hear creation stories from tribes
who were indigenous to the local area.
Caddo, Wichita, Apache, Osage and
Quapaw stories will be brought to life by
native artists and narrators.
The center will be located right on
the Oklahoma River, just east of downtown Oklahoma City. n
American Indian Cultural
Center and Museum
405-594-2100
theamericanindiancenter.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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South Dakota
Yankton

The original territorial capital of the Dakotas is situated off the
beaten path but is among the country’s best hidden treasures.
Full of history, outdoor recreation, adventurous activities and
attractions, and fantastic culinary experiences, Yankton will leave
groups planning a second trip.
“A quick visit to Yankton has left many pining to return to the
area to further explore everything our community has to offer,”
said Kasi Haberman, director at the Yankton Convention and
Visitors Bureau. “Yankton’s rich history, beautiful lake area views
of golden chalkstone bluffs, exciting community and cultural
events coupled with the many area attractions make it a perfect
destination for groups. Our historical city on the Missouri River
is a must-see for people of all ages and backgrounds.”
Yankton Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-888-1460
visityanktonsd.com

SEE

The Meridian Pedestrian
Bridge, built in 1924 by
the citizens of Yankton, is
a historic double-decker
bridge complete with a lift
mechanism for steam boat
traffic on the Missouri River.
The bridge has been retired
for vehicular traffic, but is now
one of a handful of doubledecker pedestrian bridges in
existence and is the longest
bridge to span two states.

Jack McCall, one of
Yankton’s most infamous
characters, murdered Wild Bill
Hickok in a Deadwood saloon
on Aug. 2, 1876. He was
then tried, hung and buried
in Yankton. There are three
points of interest highlighted
by historical markers located
throughout Yankton: where
the trial took place, where he
was hung and where he was
buried.

Meridian Pedestrian Bridge
800-888-1460
visityanktonsd.com

Jack McCall
Historical Markers
800-888-1460
visityanktonsd.com

Yankton Convention and Visitors Bureau
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DISCOVER

Located on top of scenic
Calumet Bluff in Nebraska,
the Lewis & Clark Visitor
Center overlooks the
Missouri River and Lewis
& Clark Lake. Operated
by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, this center offers
early history of the Missouri
River and Lewis and Clark, a
theater, wildlife displays and a
view of Gavins Point Dam.
Lewis & Clark Visitor Center
402-667-2546
nwo.usace.army.mil/
gavinspoint

LEARN

The Mead Cultural
Education Center, located
in a recently renovated
neo-Renaissance building
built in 1909 for the Dakota
Hospital for the Insane, is
home to the Dakota Territorial
Museum and Yankton
College archives. Filled with
rich history of its own and
historical artifacts from the
Dakota Territory, the building
is a must-see.
Mead Cultural
Education Center
605-665-3898
meadbuilding.org

south dakota

Explore Jewel Cave National
Monument with a park ranger
Located 13 miles west of Custer,
Jewel Cave National Monument’s
splendor contains fragile formations and
brilliant color. Its maze of passages lure
groups touring South Dakota, although
its scientific wealth remains a mystery.
“Jewel Cave is currently mapped at
over 200 miles in length, making it the
third-longest cave in the world,” said
Bradley Block, chief of interpretation at
Jewel Cave National Monument. “Yet, by
measuring the amount of air flow coming into and out of the cave, we suspect
that the mapped and surveyed sections
of the cave only account for 3% of the
cave’s total volume. Mapping this large
resource will likely include multiple
generations of volunteer cavers.
“Jewel Cave is one of the last frontiers in the world, and we hope our
visitors appreciate the idea that this
beautiful underground resource is being preserved and protected for future

generations,” he said.
Although there are no self-guided
tours, park rangers lead four types of
guided cave tours, ranging from easy to
strenuous. The 20-minute Discovery Talk
is a brief introduction to Jewel Cave’s
natural and cultural histories, and participants view one large room of the cave.
The Scenic Tour is the most popular
tour at Jewel Cave, and provides an opportunity to visit chambers and passages
decorated with calcite crystals and other
speleothems. It’s moderately strenuous,
and lasts one hour and 20 minutes.
On the Historic Lantern Tour, a
park ranger is dressed in a 1930s-style
uniform. This tour gives groups a sense
of what it was like to tour the cave in
earlier days. The only light is provided
by lantern, and guests visit passages to
the Dungeon Room or the Heavenly
Room. It’s strenuous and lasts one hour
and 45 minutes.

NPS Photo

The Wild Caving Tour is a passport
to the underground wilderness of Jewel
Cave. With hard hats and headlamps,
participants experience the cave in its
natural state. This tour is extremely
strenuous and lasts three to four hours.
The temperature of the cave is 49
degrees Fahrenheit year-round. Long
pants and sweaters or jackets are recommended. Tour participants must wear
tennis shoes, sneakers or hiking boots.
Block said due to a construction
project inside Jewel Cave, the cave will
be closed for tours from Oct. 1, 2019,
through early May 2020. n
Jewel Cave National Monument
605-717-7629
nps.gov/jeca
Black Hills Vacations
800-529-0105
blackhillsvacations.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Texas

Fredericksburg
Located 1½ hours west of Austin, Fredericksburg is deep
in Lone Star State spirit. Once known for its dominance in the
agriculture industry, it’s now known for modern-day charm
and German traditions, from the city square to the sprawling
vineyards and biergartens.
“Fredericksburg’s central location in the heart of Texas
Hill Country makes it an ideal location to base a hub-andspoke tour of the area while enjoying an authentic small-town
atmosphere,” said Karyn Mayo, director of tourism and strategic
alliances. “Founded by German settlers in 1846, you will see
Fredericksburg’s German roots shine throughout the city — from
historical Main Street lined with boutique shopping, restaurants
and museums, to our amazing culinary scene. Visitors enjoy a
sophisticated experience in small-town Texas.”
Fredericksburg Convention & Visitor Bureau
830-997-6523
visitfredericksburgtx.com

LEARN
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SHOP

EXPLORE

SIP

National Museum of
the Pacific War features
a comprehensive history
of WWII in the Pacific and
East Asia. The museum
encompasses the George
H.W. Bush Gallery, the
Admiral Nimitz Museum,
the Pacific Combat Zone,
the Plaza of the Presidents,
the Memorial Walkway, the
Japanese Garden of Peace
and the Nimitz Education and
Research Center.

Fredericksburg’s walkable
downtown historic district
is home to more than
150 shops, boutiques, art
galleries and restaurants,
making it the perfect spot for
a group to enjoy free time.
Make a stop at the Visitor
Information Center, just one
block off Main Street. A
complimentary, 10-minute
welcome video is shown on
demand in the 46-seat, stateof-the-art theater.

Wildseed Farms has
been growing fields of
wildflowers for the production
of seed for more than 35
years. The farm features
200 acres of wildflowers
in various states of growth,
as well as a gift shop. The
walking trails are open daily.
The farm receives more than
450,000 visitors per year. The
nursery carries Texas natives,
tropicals, annuals, trees and
shrubs.

More than 50 vineyards
and wine tasting rooms call
the Fredericksburg area
home, 19 of which are on
Fredericksburg Wine Road
290. The wine, ambience
and experience at each
winery is unique and affords
groups an ideal getaway. All
motorcoaches containing
more than 16 people need
prior reservations with each
winery. Each site maintains its
own tour policies.

National Museum
of the Pacific War
830-997-8600
pacificwarmuseum.org

Downtown Historic District
830-997-6523
visitfredericksburgtx.com

Wildseed Farms
800-848-0078
wildseedfarms.com

Fredericksburg Wine
Road 290
wineroad290.com

August 2019

Clockwise from top: Fredericksburg Convention & Visitor Bureau, Blake Mistich, Fredericksburg Convention & Visitor Bureau,
Blake Mistich, National Museum of the Pacific War

texas

Fort Worth
Stockyards
embodies
Western heritage
From the brick walkways to the
wooden corrals, the Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic District is a nod to
Texas’ rich Western heritage. The buildings are original to the early 1900s, when
the city was booming from the livestock
industry.
“Fort Worth is the Texas you want,”
said Sarah Covington, assistant director
of public relations for Visit Fort Worth.
“From the moment you arrive in the
Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic
District, you are transported to another
time period.
“Saloons, steakhouses and high-end
Western wear shops line the brick-paved
street,” she said. “Cowboys trot by on
horseback leading longhorn steers in
the world’s only, twice-daily cattle drive
as visitors peruse the many street-facing
storefronts. It’s truly the authentic Texan
experience so many visitors crave when
visiting the state for the first time.”
Covington said the district is undergoing a $175 million redevelopment of Mule
Alley — the former mule and horse barns
— to include new restaurants, entertainment and nightlife in early 2020. The
Hotel Drover, a Marriott Autograph Collection property, is set to open in late 2020.
The Stockyards Adventure Pass, ideal
for small groups, provides an excellent
overview of the historic district for firsttime visitors. Activities include: a guided
walking tour, a meet-and-greet with the
Fort Worth Herd drovers, a souvenir
photo from Billy Bob’s Texas and admission to the Stockyards Museum.
Groups can experience the Stockyards
Championship Rodeo every Friday and
Saturday night, followed by a night out
at Billy Bob’s Texas – the world’s largest honky-tonk. For groups visiting on a
weekday, Billy Bob’s Texas offers free line
dancing lessons every Wednesday and

Thursday, as well as Saturdays.
“The area is a true representation of
Fort Worth in the early years,” Covington
said. “We want visitors to soak in this
unique heritage on display, and then make
their way to Fort Worth’s seven additional
entertainment districts to experience the
city for what it is today.” n

Visit Fort Worth

Fort Worth Stockyards
National Historic District
817-624-4741
fortworthstockyards.org
Visit Fort Worth
800-433-5747
fortworth.com

nothing
beats the
real deal
HISTORICAL TOURS

Paris, Texas
Paris,
Paris,
Texas
GOOD Texas
IDEA
Paris,
Texas
www.paristexas.com
GOOD IDEA
IDEA
GOOD
www.paristexas.com
GOOD IDEA
www.paristexas.com
IS ALWAYS A
IS ALWAYS A
IS ALWAYS A

CATTLE DRIVES
SHOPPING,
DINING & MORE!

IS ALWAYS A

www.paristexas.com

fortworthstockyards.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Utah

Greater Zion
It’s hard not to marvel at the many beautiful sights in Greater
Zion. Groups can make one of St. George’s diverse lodging
options their home base while they take day trips to explore
Zion National Park and four of the most picturesque state parks
in Utah — think hiking, biking, photography and water sports.
And for golf enthusiasts, there’s 12 renowned courses.
“Greater Zion is the perfect destination for group tours as the
region provides a multitude of year-round recreation,” said Sara
Otto, marketing manager for Greater Zion Convention & Tourism
Office. “If groups want a little more adrenaline, there’s some of
the best off-highway vehicle riding in the country, or challenge
the group with a new adventure, like canyoneering with one of
the local guides.”
Greater Zion Convention & Tourism Office
435-634-5747
greaterzion.com

TOUR

Go behind the scenes
on a 30-minute walking
tour at one of Utah’s most
active theaters. Learn how
Broadway in the Desert
productions come together
at Tuacahn Amphitheatre.
Visit the Green Room,
costume shop and scene
shop. Then, see one of the
group’s favorite theatrical
productions amid a stunning
red rock backdrop.
Tuacahn Amphitheatre
435-652-3204
tuacahn.org

HIKE

Experience Zion National
Park like a local with Zion
Adventure Company, based
in Springdale. For a half or
full day, join a knowledgeable
guide who can provide details
about the history, geology,
flora and fauna of the region.
Aside from guided hikes,
the company also offers
canyoneering, rock climbing,
biking and photography tours.
Zion Adventure Company
435-772-1001
zionadventures.com

DISCOVER

Walk through the story
of Earth and St. George’s
ancient past at St. George
Dinosaur Discovery Site
at Johnson Farm, which
preserves, interprets and
exhibits dinosaur fossils. On
a self-guided tour, discover
an early-Jurassic ecosystem
complete with dinosaurs,
plants and fish.
St. George Dinosaur
Discovery Site at
Johnson Farm
435-574-3466
utahdinosaurs.com

Clockwise from top: Jay Dash Photography, Creative Commons (2), Jay Dash Photography, Greater Zion Convention & Tourism Office
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SEE

Head to the St. George
Utah Temple Visitors’
Center to discover the story
behind the Mormons’ journey
from Illinois to Utah, and the
temple’s construction. The
temple is scheduled to close
in November for renovation
but will reopen in 2022.
The Visitors’ Center will
remain open throughout the
renovation.
St. George Utah Temple
Visitors’ Center
435-673-5181
churchofjesuschrist.org

UTAH

Gourmand Tours gives taste of Park City culture
As Park City’s No. 1 food tour,
Gourmand Tours shares a glimpse of
the city’s rich history, its dynamic food
scene and what makes it such a popular
destination for groups.
“We guide our tour groups to some
of the top-rated restaurants in the area
where we sample small plates, chat with
restaurant teams and hopefully allow
the group to try new dishes they’ve
never tried before,” said Chris McLaws,
founder and lead tour guide. “As we
explore Historic Main, we also give the
inside scoop on the town’s mining history and our booming ski and summer
resort culture, as well as its modern
contribution to the arts.”
Tours can be customized to fit specific interests of the group, and no tour

is ever the same.
“We work to mix things up all the
time by adding new restaurants or
dishes to the tour, as well as including
different stories and history depending
on the direction our conversations go
with our groups,” McLaws said. “For
example, we’ve had groups that are
very interested in contemporary arts,
so we pivot and cater better to their
interests by stopping in more galleries
along the way.
“We strive to keep things fresh and
fun,” she said. “It keeps us on our toes
and keeps the tour relevant and colorful,
and we love that.”
McLaws founded Gourmand Tours
back in 2011 after taking a walking tour
at Pike Place Market in Seattle. Already

having connections with many local
chefs after working as a caterer, McLaws
returned home to Park City and put
together her own unique gourmet food
and culture tour.
“Gourmand Tours is a family-run
business,” McLaws said. “My daughter
and I run the business and love it. Our
goal is to give every guest a wonderful and memorable experience, and to
make guests feel like they have gained a
local friend in Park City. Also, if guests
are in town outside the usual Thursday time, scheduling a private tour is
always an option.” n
Gourmand Tours
435-513-1500
gourmandtours.com

VISIT UTAH’S CANYON LANDS

PARRY LODGE, Kanab, UTAH
TOURING OPTIONS! Check in once; stay
several nights. From Parry Lodge navigate
the Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon & Zion
National Parks and legendary Lake Powell
via coach or personalize your options with
Forever Adventure Tours—
offering guided, year-round
climate-controlled Hummer
tours from the Lodge for your more
adventurous guests.

Parry Lodge | Denny’s Wigwam
Forever Adventure Tours
480.627.5308

ForeverResorts.com
Gourmand Tours

Parry Lodge & Denny’s Wigwam are privately owned
and operated by Forever Resorts L.L.C.

grouptourmagazine.com

81

itinerary planner

Washington
Olympia

In the capital of Washington, “handcrafted” is a way of life.
Local makers create one-of-a-kind experiences for visitors to
enjoy, from artisan cheese and fresh apple cider to handmade
soaps and stone carvings.
“You can meet the makers and get to hear the passion and
heart they pour into their products,” said Jeff Bowe, director of
sales at Experience Olympia & Beyond.
Thurston County is filled with skilled roasters of fair-trade
coffee, brewers of handcrafted ales and makers of fine wine.
Olympia nurtures a group’s creative side, giving each individual
full permission to explore something new.
“From the natural beauty of the waterfront to seemingly
endless boardwalks at the wildlife refuge, the Olympia region
beckons groups to explore more,” Bowe said.
Experience Olympia & Beyond
360-704-7544
experienceolympia.com

TRY

Explore the capital city’s
coffee culture with a tasting
at Batdorf & Bronson or
Olympia Coffee Roasting
Company. Sip that morning
cup with some of the finest
roasters in the Pacific
Northwest. Don’t miss the
South Sound Coffee Trail, a
self-guided exploration of all
things craft coffee, including
information on tastings and
guided cuppings.
South Sound Coffee Trail
360-704-7544
experienceolympia.com
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CREATE

Tenino is rich with early1900s history, made famous
for its sandstone quarries and
treasures. The Tenino Stone
Carvers are a collective of
artists and craftsmen who
continue the tradition and
art of stone carving. Watch
sandstone sculptures being
made or have the group
make their own at the Tenino
Stone Carvers’ shed.
Tenino Stone Carvers
360-280-9098
teninostonecarvers.com

Experience Olympia & Beyond/Ingrid Barrentine

SIP

Plan a trip on the
Thurston Bountiful Byway,
a 60-mile self-guided
agritourism adventure.
Groups can sample and
bring home craft beverages
and fresh fare from the
source. Explore the area by
following the South Sound
Craft Crawl. There are
more than 40 craft breweries
around the region. Or, opt for
the South Sound Wine Trail
and sip along six wineries.
South Sound Craft Crawl
southsoundcraftcrawl.com

STROLL

Revel in the Pacific
Northwest splendor at the
Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually
National Wildlife Refuge.
Book a guided walking tour
or explore independently to
peep at more than 200 bird
species that visit throughout
the year. The refuge is where
the river meets the sea and
provides great diversity in
habitat, inviting a wide range
of wildlife.
Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually
National Wildlife Refuge
360-753-9467
fws.gov

WASHINGTON

Puget Sound
Express

Puget Sound Express guarantees whale sightings
Groups hoping to see Pacific Northwest wildlife are in luck when booking
a tour with Puget Sound Express, which
operates out of Edmonds and Port
Townsend. In addition to seeing seals,
sea lions and marine birds, groups are
guaranteed to spot a whale, or two.
“The important thing for groups to
know is that we guarantee all whalewatching tours to see whales,” said Sarah
Hanke, sales director for Puget Sound
Express. “The Pacific Northwest has some
of the most studied Orcas in the world,
along with a very wide variety of wildlife.
Some say that we have the best whale
watching in the world with an opportunity to see five different types of whales.”
Sarah Hanke is in the third generation of the family-owned Puget Sound
Express, which started with her grandfather in the ’80s.
“We have been in operation for 33
years and it all began as sailing charters
with the schooner Alcyone,” Hanke
said. “Over the years, the company
has shifted from sailing charters, ferry

service, fishing charters to now whale
watching. Whale watching for us really
took off in the early ’90s.”
With four boats in its fleet, Puget
Sound Express operates public and
private tours, including Guaranteed
Whale Watching Tours, Bird Watching Tours and Multi-Day Whale and
Wildlife Tours.
“On board every tour is a naturalist
who describes the area and wildlife that we
have,” Hanke said. “There is also a galley
that serves hot and cold beverages along
with our homemade Blueberry Buckle.
Groups can either join a scheduled tour
with other individual guests or choose
to have a private outing that is subject to
their own itinerary and time frame.”
Puget Sound Express can accommodate groups of 20 to 130 guests on-board
one vessel. Larger groups can be accommodated with multiple boats.
“Tour planners and operators should
definitely add us to their itinerary
because we are one of the oldest whalewatching companies in the region,”

Hanke said. “The history and connection to our family business adds a local
touch to the tour where guests feel a
part of our family and stewardship while
out on the water. It also gives guests an
opportunity to see the Pacific Northwest
and Seattle area from the water.” n
Puget Sound Express
360-385-5288
pugetsoundexpress.com

EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY

www.columbiagorge.org
990 SW Rock Creek Dr. Stevenson, WA
Printing Sponsored By: City of Stevenson &
Skamania County Lodge Taxes
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LONG BEACH
PENINSULA
WASHINGTON BECKONS
GROUPS OUTDOORS

BY CORTNEY ERNDT

Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center

Cape Disappointment Lighthouse

84

B

efore lighthouses beaconed as
sentinels, ships bound south for Portland
and Astoria, Oregon, navigated high waves
and shifting sandbars by notched trees
and flickering fires. Long Beach Peninsula’s
oldest lighthouse is now 163 years young
and soars high above 28 miles of coast
steeped in Pacific Northwest history.
“It's the perfect place to bike, hike,
kayak, paddle board, surf, birdwatch,
fish, dine, take incredible photos
and unwind,” said Beth Ann Bauer,
marketing communications coordinator
for Long Beach Peninsula Visitors
Bureau. “The Long Beach Peninsula
is a recreational wonderland with a
little something for everyone. It’s the
ideal group-friendly getaway just a few
hours from both Portland, Oregon, and
Seattle, Washington.”
Ragan Myers, tourism and events
coordinator for Long Beach Package
Travel, can help customize an itinerary.
“From the moment your clients
disembark the coach, peninsula hospitality
reigns,” she said. “From the Red Carpet
and Mayor’s Welcome to the Beach
Bucket Giveaway on the day of departure,
every component of a Long Beach tour is
designed to ‘wow’ your clients.”

Washington State International Kite Festival
August 2019

TREK LIKE
EXPEDITIONERS
Overlooking the confluence of the
Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean,
the Lewis And Clark Interpretive Center
is located in Cape Disappointment State
Park. Group tours, programs and guided
hikes are available by appointment.
Exhibits focus on the 1803–1806
expedition from St. Louis, Missouri,
to the Pacific coast, and Thomas
Jefferson’s influence on the direction
and organization of the expedition. The
second floor is devoted to a varied
history at Cape Disappointment after
Lewis and Clark, including exhibits on
the two lighthouses, the coast’s military
presence and changes to the park’s
natural environment.

FOLLOW THE GLOW
From the interpretive center, groups
can hike to the grounds of Cape
Disappointment Lighthouse via Cape
Disappointment Trail (about 1 mile).
The lighthouse guides sailors into the
mouth of the Columbia River from
the south. In 1788, British fur trader
John Meares named the area Cape
Disappointment after his inability to
locate the river’s mouth.
The sea offshore the Long
Beach Peninsula became known as
the Graveyard of the Pacific for its
unpredictable weather conditions, from
fog and shifting sandbars to tidal rips
and rock reefs, which have claimed
more than 2,000 shipwrecks.
Continue the trek to North Head
Lighthouse via North Head Trail (about
2 miles). Perched high above the
ocean rocks near Beard’s Hollow, North
Head Lighthouse overlooks the North
Jetty and Benson Beach, and guides
mariners approaching from the north.
Winds of 120 miles per hour have been
recorded at North Head Lighthouse,
making it one of the windiest lighthouse
locations in the nation.
Clockwise from top left: Creative Commons, iStock (3)

North Head Lighthouse

CHALLENGE THE WIND
Held annually during the third full
week of August, an extravaganza boasts
skies ablaze with color, high-flying
action and choreographed movement at
Bolstad Beach Approach. Washington
State International Kite Festival draws
famous kite fliers and tens of thousands
of awed spectators, many of whom
participate in their own kite-flying
adventures.
The World Kite Museum is located
just down the street from the festival,
which offers group presentations and
programs year-round.
“The festival brings people from all
over the world,” Myers said. “If the group
prefers to keep its competition on the

ground, join in the SandSations, an annual
sand sculpture competition in July.”
If a group plans to visit during this
peak season, Memorial Day through
Labor Day, Bauer recommends lodging
and dining reservations well in advance.
“We hope groups experience and
share with others the scenic beauty
of the area, the rich history, the many
recreational opportunities and the
charming culture of little towns that
make up Long Beach Peninsula.” n
Long Beach Peninsula Visitors Bureau
360-642-2400
visitlongbeachpeninsula.com
Long Beach Package Travel
360-642-4421
longbeachpackagetravel.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Wyoming
Laramie

An eclectic town comprising college-town excitement,
Western history and outdoor adventure, Laramie promises
a memorable getaway. Groups experience the local culture
whether a trip involves stopping by the University of Wyoming
for a football game, spending the day shopping downtown or
visiting one of the many renowned museums. The city is known
for its historic architectural wonders like Victorian, Queen Anne
and Tudor homes; the Laramie Plains Museum is an excellent
place to begin any architectural tour.
When it’s time to get outdoors, alpine lakes, high peaks and
brilliant wildflowers await intrepid hikers. Spend a day in the
mountains and enjoy the evening by grabbing an award-winning
microbrew at one of Laramie’s 34 restaurants.
Visit Laramie
307-745-4195
visitlaramie.org

VIEW
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DISCOVER

TOUR

The Lincoln Monument
overlooks the old U.S.
Highway 30 (Lincoln
Highway) on Interstate 80,
east of Laramie. Robert
Russin built the bust in
Mexico during a period of 11
months using 10 tons of clay
in a lost-wax casting process
before shipping it to Laramie.
An estimated 200,000
travelers view the sculpture
annually.

Cells and artifacts tell
the stories of convicts at
Wyoming Territorial Prison
State Historic Site, which
offers private group tours
for 10 or more people. Built
in 1872, the prison became
a symbol of law and order
during the turmoil of the Wild
West, and held violent and
desperate outlaws, including
the notorious Butch Cassidy.
Tours typically last 1½ hours.

Ivinson Mansion, now
known as the Laramie
Plains Museum, was built
as an early trophy home in
1892 by Laramie pioneers
Jane and Edward Ivinson,
immigrants from England.
They hoped to make the
home the new governor’s
mansion, but Mr. Ivinson lost
the election. Tours of the
mansion are guided and last
at least one hour.

Lincoln Monument
307-745-4195
visitlaramie.org

Wyoming Territorial Prison
State Historic Site
307-745-3733
wyoparks.state.wy.us

Laramie Plains Museum
307-742-4448
laramiemuseum.org

August 2019

SEE

Fifteen miles southeast
of Laramie, the Ames
Monument was completed
by the Union Pacific Railroad
in 1882. The 60-foot-high
granite pyramid marks the
highest elevation on the
original Transcontinental
Railroad. The monument
is a memorial to the Ames
brothers, Oakes and Oliver,
who were instrumental in the
construction of the Union
Pacific.
Ames Monument
307-745-4195
visitlaramie.org

Clockwise from top Creative Commons, Historic American Buildings Survey/Library of Congress, Carol M. Highsmith, Creative Commons (2)

WYOMING

Old West Museum honors frontier legacy
Cheyenne’s vigilante days may be
long gone, but the pioneer spirit from
the capital city’s humble beginnings is
still alive and well. A premier cultural
and historical center, The Cheyenne
Frontier Days Old West Museum
features some of the most intriguing
Western artifacts in the region, including one of the most extensive carriage
collections west of the Mississippi.
“In addition, our permanent exhibit
on the history of Cheyenne Frontier Days
allows you to experience the romance and
drama of the last 123 years,” said Morgan
Marks, executive director at the museum.
Groups journey through the great
adventure of the “World’s Largest Outdoor Rodeo and Western Celebration.”
Visitors see brand-new artifacts, as well

as displays that illustrate the trials and
triumphs of the annual rodeo celebration.
“The museum will allow you to learn
about our event from the first ‘Frontier
Day’ in 1897, as well as allow you to
take a look at the individuals who have
shaped us into the rodeo we are today,”
Marks said. “Digital interactives are
available and aid our exhibits in hopes of
better telling our story.”
The Old West Museum is designed
to be self-guided; however, docent-led
tours can be set up if a group leader calls
ahead of time.
“We hope our guests take away a
greater knowledge of Cheyenne Frontier Days and its history, and learn all
about our beloved carriage collection,”
Marks said.

The Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West Museum

Tours are not offered during Cheyenne Frontier Days due to the large
capacity of people. Cheyenne Frontier
Days will take place July 17–26, 2020,
and July 16–25, 2021.
The celebration draws professionals
who compete for more than $1 million in
cash and prizes. The daily rodeo is complemented with behind-the-chutes tours,
trick riding and a wild-horse race. A
Native American village, an old frontier
town, a saloon, dancing, a chuck wagon
cook-off, pancake breakfasts and an art
show continue the frontier theme. n
The Cheyenne Frontier Days
Old West Museum
307-778-7202
cfdrodeo.com/cfd-old-west-museum

Welcome
to the Middle of

Nowhere
Like it.
Plan your trip today at CodyYellowstone.org or call 1-800-393-CODY
grouptourmagazine.com
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Canada

Vancouver, British Columbia
The Tourism Vancouver sales team is ready to assist tour
operators and travel leaders who are working to create a worldclass experience for their groups.
“Vancouver is an ideal destination for group visits because of
the range of experiences available to suit a variety of interests,
as well as the easy, vehicle-free ways to explore the city,”
said Saschie MacLean, communications specialist at Tourism
Vancouver. “With Vancouver immersed in nature, it doesn’t take
much more than stepping out of your hotel room to feel like
you’re already enjoying the best of what the city has to offer. The
mountains and ocean hug you on both sides, and the diversity
of the population inspires a range of food and cultural activities.”
Tourism Vancouver
604-682-2222
tourismvancouver.com

STAY

The DOUGLAS, an
Autograph Collection Hotel,
is an extension of Parq
Vancouver and pays homage
to the original Douglas firs
that laid the foundation
for Vancouver’s thriving
economy. The DOUGLAS
introduces nature into an
elegant, urban environment.
The 188 rooms and suites
are attentively appointed, with
careful consideration to the
needs of the modern group.
The DOUGLAS
604-676-0889
thedouglasvancouver.com
Tourism Vancouver
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EXPLORE

Transformed from
industrial land to an arts
and culture haven in the late
1970s, Granville Island
now attracts more than 12.2
million visitors per year. The
charm of Granville Island lies
in its unexpected mix of uses.
For many, the big draw is the
fantastic Public Market and its
diverse food court, as well as
its array of artisan studios.
Granville Island
604-666-6655
granvilleisland.com

DO

Built in 1889, Capilano
Suspension Bridge Park is
Vancouver’s oldest attraction.
The softly swaying bridge
hangs 230 feet (70 meters)
above Capilano River and is
450 feet (137 meters) long.
After crossing, guests can
explore Treetops Adventure
and Cliffwalk, a cliff-side
journey that takes groups
on a connected series of
suspended walkways.
Capilano Suspension
Bridge Park
604-985-7474
capbridge.com

EAT

Celebrating the here and
now, Nightingale delivers
compelling flavor profiles
and local ingredients through
an extensive menu. Dishes
are presented in a range of
shared plates and sides that
contribute to the laid back,
convivial atmosphere of this
industrial-chic space. The
two-level, 180-seat room
is anchored by a focal bar
offering an approachable and
diverse list of beverages.
Nightingale
604-695-9500
hawknightingale.com

WESTERN CANADA

TELUS Spark ignites curiosity
For science lovers and the curious
types, TELUS Spark in Calgary, Alberta,
has a variety of programs designed for
adults who are children at heart.
“Spark is a hands-on science center
ready to ignite unexpected and delightful
surprises for all ages,” said Jacqueline Tran,
marketing and communications coordinator for TELUS Spark. “We pride ourselves
in delivering unique, engaging and interactive science, technology, engineering, art
and math experiences to Calgary.
“It doesn’t stop there; big ideas live at
Spark,” she said. “We are a Guinness World
Record holder for the world’s largest
Rubik’s Cube and home to YYC’s largest
outdoor playground —The Brainasium.”
Although science centers are typically more kid-focused, Spark puts in
an effort to welcome adults and offers
adult-only programming.
“(Spark) is a place where we celebrate

bringing that inner-kid out,” Tran said.
“Each month, we host an Adults Only
Night with a different theme. We mash
up science, entertainment, good music
and booze for a unique night out. We
want our adult guests to feel inspired,
to be delighted and to be curious. We’re
a place to take risks, get hands-on and
maybe a little messy.”
Aside from exploring interactive
exhibits, visitors can participate in teambuilding exercises that bring groups
closer together.
“All of our leading-edge teambuilding challenges are unique and will
spark innovation and collaboration on
a higher and unexpected level while
tackling language issues and culture,”
Tran said. “We recommend the scavenger hunt; it’s one of our most popular. It’s
energetic and a fun team activity held
throughout Spark. We take the teams on

Creative Commons

a journey throughout all the nooks and
crannies of Spark to offer a fully immersive experience.”
TELUS Spark also is home to the
largest dome theater screen in North
America, which plays live planetarium
shows. Spark’s new, interactive and
modern dining space, Social Eatery, is
another great place for groups to kick
back and relax.
“The Social Eatery is not a typical
science center cafe,” Tran said. “Dining
at the Social Eatery is an elevated experience in itself — each dish is designed to
ignite those taste buds and leave guests
feeling satisfied and craving another
bite. High-quality food powers those
curious brains.” n
TELUS Spark
403-817-6804
sparkscience.ca
grouptourmagazine.com

89

BERLIN TRAVEL TIPS
Currency: Euro (EUR)
Cash is essential, as
many souvenir shops and
restaurants do not accept
plastic.
Language: German
Many natives speak English, but practicing some
conversational German
goes a long way.
Electricity: 230 V
Travelers should pick up
universal electricity adaptors before visiting.
Brandenburg Gate
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B R I L L I A N T
B E R L I N

W H E R E E V E R L A S T I N G U N I T Y C O N Q U E R S 2 0 T H - C E N T U RY WA R FA R E
By Cortney Erndt
No other European capital city
saw more hostility and rancor in the
past century than Berlin, Germany.
But the infamous hardships and
resulting resiliency is what makes it an
extraordinary tour destination, renowned
as one of the most celebrated cultural
epicenters in Europe.

In many ways, Berlin has been
given a chance to start from scratch
— to implement new urban planning
strategies with a focus on aesthetics and
modernization. So much of Berlin was
destroyed in World War II that the city
had to rebuild from the ground up.
As for the structures that

miraculously remained standing, the
vestiges of war can be seen (and
eerily felt) in the bullet wounds that
sporadically dot historic walls. This
devastation gave Berlin its beloved
juxtaposition of history and a modernity
that today’s visitors can relate to.

BECOMING ONE

Top of Siegessäule

Associate Editor Cortney Erndt at Brandenburg Gate

Clockwise from top left: visitberlin/Wolfgang Scholvien, iStock, GTM/Cortney Erndt, iStock

Brandenburg Gate
(Brandenburger Tor)
An excellent place to begin a tour
is often characterized as the symbol
of Berlin, the Brandenburg Gate.
During WWII, the remarkable piece
of architecture was damaged, but not
destroyed, by Allied bombing.
It was built in 1788–91 by Carl G.
Langhans after the model of Propylaea
in Athens’ Acropolis, as demonstrated
by its neoclassical architecture. It was
commissioned by Frederick William II
as an entrance to Unter den Linden,
which led to the Prussian palace.
Since then, many political parties
have utilized the gate. Napoleon used
it for a triumphant march, whereas the
Nazis used the gate as a party symbol
in propaganda. From 1961 to 1989,
the gate symbolized a divided Germany
while the Berlin Wall separated families,
kept people from jobs and denied
opportunities in the west.
Following the fall of the Berlin Wall
in 1989, the gate reinvented itself as a
symbol of European peace and unity.
It’s now flanked by two small buildings,
Haus Liebermann and Haus Sommer,
which were built in the 1990s to
replace pavilions destroyed in WWII.

grouptourmagazine.com
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REFLECTING
TRIBULATION
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Europe (Denkmal für die Ermordeten
Juden Europas)
Just a five-minute walk from
Brandenburg Gate, Berlin’s Holocaust
memorial solemnly rests, encompassing
2,711 grey concrete slabs. Each slab
is identical in horizontal dimensions,
reminiscent of caskets. However, the
slabs differ in vertical dimensions, from
8 inches to more than 15 feet tall.
But what do the stelae mean?
Designed by architect Peter Eisenman
and engineer Buro Happold, the
abstract installment leaves room for
a group’s own interpretation and a
theoretical discussion with a guide. At
their own pace, visitors can roam the
memorial and reflect on the deliberate
death of about 6 million people.
The site evokes a feeling of isolation,
triggered by the massive blocks
barricading visitors from noises of traffic
and the other noteworthy sights of
Berlin. An attached underground “Place
of Information” (Ort der Information)
includes the names of about 3 million
Jewish Holocaust victims, acquired from
the Israeli museum Yad Vashem.
Themed rooms, like the Room of
Dimensions, the Room of Families,
the Room of Names and the Room of
Sites, focus on the fates of individual
victims. Short biographies take victims
out of their anonymity, and historical
photographs and films show the sites
of persecution and extermination.

DOCUMENTING HISTORY
Topography of Terror
(Topographie des Terrors)
Between 1933 and 1945, the
central institutions of Nazi persecution
and terror were the Secret State
Police Office, which encompassed
its own “house prison,” and during
WWII, the Reich Security Main Office.
These institutions were located
on the present-day grounds of the
Topography of Terror, a documentation
center that presents exhibitions to
visiting groups.
Inside the facility, “Topography of
Terror: Gestapo, SS and Reich Security
Main Office on Wilhelm- and PrinzAlbrecht-Straße” is a permanent exhibit
focused on the central institutions of
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the SS and police in the Third Reich,
as well as the crimes they perpetrated
throughout Europe.
From spring to fall, visitors can
explore the outdoor exhibition trench
along exposed cellar wall remnants of
Niederkirchnerstraße (formerly PrinzAlbrecht-Straße). The exhibition “Berlin
1933–1945: Between Propaganda
and Terror” is presented here, which
addresses national socialist policy in
Berlin, and its consequences for the
city’s population.
Groups may participate in a public
or private guided site tour that covers
Topography of Terror’s entire grounds.
Last year, more than 1.3 million people
visited the documentation center.

Topography of Terror

SHAKING BORDERS
Checkpoint Charlie
A three-minute walk from Topography
of Terror, visitors will find Checkpoint
Charlie on the corner of Friedrichstraße
and Zimmerstraße — a reminder of a
former border crossing, the Cold War
and the partition of Berlin. A barrier,
checkpoint booth, flag and sandbags
are all based on the original site — a
popular subject for group photo ops.
The checkpoint was first set up in
August 1961, when communist East
Germany erected the Berlin Wall. The
name Checkpoint Charlie is derived from
the NATO phonetic alphabet (Alpha,
Bravo, Charlie). After the border crossings
at Helmstedt-Marienborn (Alpha) and
Dreilinden-Drewitz (Bravo), Checkpoint
Charlie was the third checkpoint opened
by the Allies in and around Berlin.
The Wall Museum at Checkpoint
Charlie had humble beginnings in
October 1962; it was a two-and-a-halfroom display about the newly erected
Berlin Wall. The museum has evolved
into a 21,528-square-foot exhibition
that explores not only the history of the
Berlin Wall, but also challenges that
face current and future generations.
One-hour guided tours are available to
groups in English, German or French.
The museum is a testament to the
past, yet also a living and evolving
reminder of the present. Throughout
Berlin, groups are bound to discuss the
struggle for worldwide recognition of
human rights, freedom and democracy
— and perhaps leave with concerns and
inspiring ideas that spark change in
their home countries and the world. n

BERLIN TRAVEL TIPS
Food: Try currywurst.
Berlin is known for its
currywurst, a grilled bratwurst sliced into bite-size
pieces, then smothered
in curry sauce. Delicious
(köstlich)!
Ask: Contact visitBerlin
for more information and
to arrange guides.
+49 30 25 00 23 33
hallo@visitberlin.de
visitberlin.de/en

Associate Editor Cortney Erndt at Checkpoint
Charlie
Clockwise from top: iStock, GTM/Cortney Erndt, iStock
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OMCA Marketplace is the place to be to build powerful
business connections in the North American packaged travel
industry.


Face-to-face meetings with actual decision makers



Thousands of appointments packed into 3 days



Education sessions to keep you in the know

Tour Operators:
Take advantage of our Guest Buyer Program. Conditions apply,
please visit our website for details.

Tour Suppliers:
Register early to ensure your meeting selections
receive priority during the appointment scheduling.
For details, please visit www.omca.com/event/marketplace

#OMCAottawa
info@omca.com I www.omca.com
320 North Queen Street, Suite 210, Toronto, ON M9C 5K4 Telephone: 416-229-6622

Fax: 416-229-6281

