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From the Editor

Once again, we’ve made it to December, the end of another year. 

As we all rush around this month trying to find our perfect gifts and 

cross off year-end to-dos, it’s important to remember to slow down. 

The above quote by A. A. Milne is fitting for this time of year especially, 

because it’s easy to get wrapped up in our busy lives and forget to 

enjoy the moment. Rivers really are the perfect metaphor for time. 

In this month’s cover story, Managing Editor David Hoekman 

showcases four river cities in the Northeast and Midwest. In addition 

to sustaining life, transporting people and inspiring poets, rivers are a 

powerful force for tourism. See page 14. 

Hoekman also highlights group tour must-sees in Springfield, 

Illinois. The capital city offers legendary experiences along Route 66. 

Learn more on page 20.

Contributor Kathie Sutin takes you to Providence, Rhode Island, on 

page 78. The smallest state’s capital city is bursting with group-friendly 

options. 

In this month’s international feature, contributor Susan R. Pollack 

takes you on a journey to Costa Blanca, the “Florida of Spain.” The 

destination on Spain’s east coast boasts a moderate climate, which 

draws flocks of golfers year-round. See page 94.

As always, thank you for reading this issue of Group Tour 

magazine. I wish you all a happy and safe holiday season.

                                            Until next time,

                                               Courtney Birchmeier
                                                            courtney@grouptour.com
                                                            Twitter: @courtneygtm

Up next: We’ll chug into February with a cover story on excursion 

trains in the Southeast and West. Don’t miss features on Branson, 

Missouri; Seattle, Washington; and Lisbon, Portugal.

«

«

BB Riverboats, Cincinnati, Ohio

Alias Imaging

Lansing, Michigan
February 28 – March 1, 2020 

Heartland
Travel Showcase

Grow Your Business at 
Heartland Travel Showcase

Register Today at HeartlandTravelShowcase.com 
or call Tricia Barbee at 1-800-896-4682 Ext. 4. 
Questions? Email Tricia at tbarbee@ohiotravel.org

#HTSLansing20  |  #onlyintheheartland 

Heartland Travel Showcase is filled with unmatched 

destinations and sellable group ideas in Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wisconsin and 

Ontario. Grow your business, and build relationships at the 

largest regional group tour marketplace in North America.

Heartland Travel Showcase Tour 
Operators On Average Experience 
$36,700 In Booked Business Resulting 
From the Show In A Given Year!

Niagara Falls, Buffalo, NY

Millennium Park, Chicago, IL

Ark Encounter, Williamstown, KY

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland, OH

Rivers know this:  there is no hurry.
We shall get there someday.
                                                                                                       – A. A. Milne“ ”

A river runs through it
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news & notes

Exhibitions focus
on Russian themes 

The Museum of Russian Icons in 
Clinton, Massachusetts, presents 
“Emil Hoppé: Photographs from the 
Ballets Russes” through March 8, 
2020. The exhibition pays homage 
to famed Russian impresario Sergei 
Diaghilev who, more than a century 
ago, founded the Ballets Russes; and 
Emil Otto Hoppé who photographed 
the champions of that illustrious 
company. Also on view are “Nuts 
about Nutcrackers” through March 8, 
2020 and “The Lore of Saint Nicho-
las,” through March 15, 2020.

978-598-5000,
museumofrussianicons.org

Motown Museum
plans to expand

The Motown Museum in Detroit, Michi-
gan, is in the planning stages of a $50 
million expansion that will add 50,000 
square feet of interactive exhibits, a 
performance theater, recording studios, 
meeting space and expanded retail 
space. The new Motown Museum will be 
designed and built around the current 
museum space and the historic Hitsville 
U.S.A. house.

313-875-2264, motownmuseum.org

Museum of Russian Icons

Ford estate changes name, 
to open new visitor center

Ford House is the new name for the for-
mer Edsel & Eleanor Ford House in Grosse 
Pointe Shores, Michigan. The attraction 
plans to open a new 40,000-square-foot 
visitor center and an administration build-
ing in spring 2020. The initiative, called 
Ford House Forward, broke ground in 
November 2017 and is the largest new 
construction since the home was built in 
1929. Construction has limited group tours 
and suspended catering.

313-453-2036, fordhouse.org
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Spotlight

Circle Michigan tackles 
workforce development

Justin Gifford 
Workforce development chairperson

 A newly convened Circle Michigan 
task force is moving forward on the 
issue of workforce development in the 
tourism industry.
 David Hoekman, Group Tour 
magazine’s managing editor, talked 
with Justin Gifford, chairperson of the 
task force.

Circle Michigan’s 
history
 From its beginnings, Circle 
Michigan has always been the 
leader as a destination marketing 
organization. Organized in 
1981, Circle Michigan was the 
first organization in the United 
States focusing on the promotion 
of group travel. Since then, 
numerous other states have 
followed its lead.
 Founding fathers for Circle 
Michigan included Bill Shepler, 
owner of Shepler’s Mackinac 
Island Ferry; Dave Schulte (who 
was then director of the Flint 
CVB); and Don Keller, owner of 
the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth.
 Undisputed and big Upper 
Peninsula supporters of Circle 
Michigan were Don and Steve 
Welch and Jerry Peters of the 
Soo Locks Boat Tours in Sault 
Ste. Marie, while the Nelis family 
of Nelis’ Dutch Village in Holland 
represented the west side of 
Michigan.
 Circle Michigan is dedicated 
exclusively to helping professional 
tour planners and suppliers meet 
the challenges unique to the 
group travel industry.

From left: Visit Lenawee, iStock

Circle Michigan Workforce
Development Committee
Justin Gifford, chairperson, Visit Lenawee
Courtney Irish, co-chairperson,
 Flint & Genesee County CVB 
Janet Kasic, Circle Michigan
Lisa Kukulski, Circle Michigan
Victoria Leonard, Pinnacle Hospitality 
Melisa Brown, Soaring Eagle Casino 
Bernadette Benkert, Visit Muskegon
Suzanne Thomas, Best Western Greenfield Inn 
Jenise Collins, The Detroit Zoo
Susan Hatcher, Thunder Bay Resort 
Patti Cornwell, Cornwell’s Turkeyville
 Dinner Theater

Q. What’s the goal of the initiative?

A. Our goal is to highlight areas around 
the state in tourism that are having issues 
with talent. Either there are not enough 
workers or the workers that are available 
do not have the skill sets they need.
      Locally, we created a hospitality 
committee that is working with the 
intermediate school district and 
two higher education institutions to 
formulate a certificate program to train 
employees in front-desk interaction 
and housekeeping. This can be done 
at a lower cost than sending these 
employees to a training offered by the 
hotel chain.

 So, we are hoping to identify 
intermediate school districts, 
community colleges, and colleges and 
universities around the state that have a 
training program or would be willing to 
develop one.
 Our task force is also working with 
the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation.

Q. What’s the best part of the task force?

A. For me, it’s getting the collective 
group to understand they’re not attack-
ing this problem by themselves. We are 
working together to supply talent and 
give them the skill sets they need at a 
reasonable cost. Collectively, we can 
figure out how to become sustainable 
in talent. We have each other. n 

Circle Michigan
800-513-6424
circlemichigan.com
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Group Tours Always Welcome
Open at 11am Daily

Plenty of Coach Parking 

New England seafood at 
its best!  Chicken, pasta, 
steaks & other specialties 
for the land-lubbers too!

Kittery Maine, Chichester, 
Nashua, Dover & West Lebanon NH
For restaurant addresses, menus and

additional information visit 
www.weathervaneseafoods.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

1969·2019

50 YEARS
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Jersey Devil Coaster will shatter three world 
records at Six Flags Great Adventure 

Six Flags Great Adventure, located on the edge of the New Jersey Pine Bar-
rens, announced the Jersey Devil Coaster will make its world debut in summer 
2020. The park said the new ride will be the world’s tallest, fastest and longest 
single-rail coaster. Inspired by New Jersey folklore, the cutting-edge coaster 
will feature five intense elements including two inversions.

sixflags.com

Six Flags

Vonnegut Museum and 
Library moves

The Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library 
in Indianapolis has reopened at 543 
Indiana Ave., in the historic jazz district. 
The author, an Indianapolis native, died 
in 2007. The new building will include an 
original exhibit on Slaughterhouse-Five, 
one of his most well-known novels.

vonnegutlibrary.org

La Cosecha opens in D.C.
Washington, D.C.’s new Latin mar-

ketplace, La Cosecha, is now open 
in the Union Market District. The 
20,000-square-foot, cross-cultural 
marketplace features more than a dozen 
businesses, from first-to-region restau-
rants to retail to rotating pop-ups. There’s 
also a media lab, culinary immersion 
studio and event space.

lacosechadc.com

‘Van Gogh in America’
exhibit to open in Detroit 

In 1922, Detroit Institute of Arts was 
the first public museum in the United 
States to purchase a painting by Vincent 
van Gogh. In celebration, DIA is organiz-
ing the first exhibition dedicated to the 
introduction and early reception of the 
iconic artist’s work in America. “Van Gogh 
in America” is scheduled to be on view 
from June 21 to Sept. 27, 2020.

313-833-1292, dia.org

Picasso in Cleveland
For the first time in nearly two decades, 

the Cleveland Museum of Art in Cleve-
land, Ohio, will take a deep dive into the 
world of Pablo Picasso. An international 
traveling exhibition, “Picasso on Paper,” 
runs from May 24 to Aug. 23, 2020.

216-707-2752, clevelandart.org

Detroit plans big summer 
The North American International Auto Show is June 13–20, 2020, in Detroit. The Hen-

ry Ford announced “Driven to Win: Racing in America,” a new permanent 24,000-square-
foot exhibition that tells the story of American auto racing. On June 13, the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts (DIA) introduces “Detroit Style: Car Design in the Motor City, 1950–2020,” 
which runs through Jan. 10, 2021. Visitors to the city also can enjoy the Ford House’s 
recently opened visitor center and its first exhibit, “Driven by Design.” The day after the 
auto show closes, the DIA opens “Van Gogh in America,” which runs until Sept. 27, 2020.

visitdetroit.com
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never miss an issue!

GroupTour.com/subscribe

Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with 
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly 

restaurants and lodging in every issue.

Mexican modernism museum
slated in Québec City

“Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera and Mexican Modernism” runs from Feb. 13 to May 18, 2020, 
at Québec City’s fine arts museum, MNBAQ. This exhibition takes works by the famous 
duo and sets them alongside those of other modern Mexican artists as well as photo-
graphs that contextualize the paintings, helping viewers get a feel for the era.

418-644-6460, ext. 5541; mnbaq.org

National Postal Museum 
puts its stamp on baseball

The National Postal Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., will present a blockbuster 
exhibition exploring America’s national 
pastime. “Baseball: America’s Home Run” 
will be on view from April 2020 to Febru-
ary 2023. Featuring hundreds of U.S. and 
international stamps commemorating 
great players and historic moments, and 
drawing on original artwork and archival 
material from the United States Postal 
Service’s esteemed Postmaster General’s 
Collection, the exhibition approaches the 
story from a unique, worldwide perspec-
tive. The display of stamps and mail will 
be complemented by dozens of objects 
loaned by other Smithsonian Institution 
museums, the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame, law enforcement agencies, and 
private collectors.

202-633-5555, postalmuseum.si.edu

New QC Ale Trail website now
has mobile passport technology 

Visit Quad Cities and Quad Cities craft breweries announced the brand-new QC 
Ale Trail. The trail introduces Quad City citizens and visitors to the 13 breweries 
(and counting) in the Quad Cities of Illinois and Iowa. Beer lovers are invited to take 
a self-guided tour of the local craft breweries across the Quad Cities region. Visit 
four breweries to earn an engraved bottle opener; visit all the breweries to earn a 
commemorative QC Ale Trail pint glass. Craft beer enthusiasts can use their mobile 
phone to check-in at the breweries to earn commemorative QC Ale Trail items. Or 
download the paper passport from the website, and get it stamped at each local 
brewery they visit.

qcaletrail.com, visitquadcities.com



12 December 2019

news & notes

BASE STATION RD, MARSHFIELD STATION, NH 
thecog.com       603-278-2256      OPEN MAY-NOV

 • 3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly biodiesel or steam trains 
• World’s 1st & only mtn-climbing cog RR east of Rockies! 
• Free admission to the new Cog Railway Museum! 

an AMAZING ADVENTURE to the top

of NEW ENGLAND’S HIGHEST PEAK!

New Hampshire
aquarium opens

Story Land, the amusement park 
in Glen, New Hampshire, has opened 
a new, separately-gated attraction, 
Living Shores Aquarium. Just steps 
from Story Land, the aquarium is 
open year-round and houses over 
32,000 square feet of hands-on ac-
tivities for visitors of all ages to en-
joy. New Hampshire’s first aquarium 
features four tide pool areas and a 
tropical rainforest aviary with lori-
keets and red-footed tortoises More 
than 10 other exhibits hold about 
100 different species. The center 
of the main exhibit floor is home to 
Asian small-clawed otters.

603-383-4293, livingshores.com

MoMA expands
The Museum of Modern Art in New 

York City has expanded with a reimagined 
presentation of modern and contemporary 
art. The expansion, developed by MoMA 
with architects Diller Scofidio + Renfro, 
in collaboration with Gensler, adds more 
than 40,000 square feet of gallery spaces 
and enables the museum to exhibit sig-
nificantly more art in new and interdisci-
plinary ways. Street-level galleries, free 
and open to all on the expanded ground 
floor, will bring art closer to people on the 
streets of midtown Manhattan.

moma.org

Installation view of Action Painting I (gallery 403), The Museum of Modern Art, 
New York. © 2019 The Museum of Modern Art.

Heidi Bohnenkamp
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PORT CITY:

Baltimore
Q. What makes Baltimore an
appealing port city? 
A. Cruises depart year-round from Baltimore’s 
cruise terminal. The terminal is conveniently 
located a little more than a mile from Baltimore’s 
City Center, allowing passengers to visit Charm 
City for a quick lunch or maybe even a weekend 
before hitting the high seas. A quick and afford-
able ride in a taxi, Uber or Lyft will take you from 
the Inner Harbor to Baltimore’s cruise terminal in 
a matter of minutes.
 
Q. What attractions do you
recommend cruisers visit?
A. There’s so much to see in Baltimore and 
it’s luckily a very easy city to navigate. Take 
advantage of our fast, friendly and free Charm 
City Circulator or picturesque Baltimore Water 
Taxi to explore nearby neighborhoods such 
as Federal Hill, Fell’s Point, Harbor East, 
Mount Vernon and more. We recommend you 
visit museums and attractions including the 
Baltimore Museum of Art, National Aquarium, 
American Visionary Art Museum, Baltimore 
Museum of Industry, among other. Check out 
baltimore.org for recommendations!

 Q. What advice do you have for 
first-time cruisers who come 
early for a cruise or who stay a 
few days after their cruise?
A. I recommend that first-time cruisers who 
come early for a cruise or stay a few days 
after their cruise arrive in Baltimore hungry. 
Nationally recognized by lifestyle media outlets, 
Baltimore is a must-visit destination for food 
lovers. While we will always be known for crabs 
and fresh seafood, our culinary scene has 
expanded to feature flavors from Italy, the Medi-
terranean, the Middle East and beyond. With 
the emergence of the city’s growing craft beer 
and cocktail scene, neighborhood restaurants, 
local trends and award-winning chefs, diners 
are sure to get an authentic culinary experi-
ence. The city’s hip, historic neighborhoods 
feature an array of dining spots, from casual 
pubs to lavish waterfront restaurants offering 
multicourse meals. n

Visit Baltimore
410-659-7090
baltimore.org

Baltimore, Maryland’s largest city, is known for its 
beautiful harbor.

The waterfront, surrounded today with shops, restau-
rants and attractions, made Baltimore a hub for tobacco 
trade with England in its earliest days.

David Hoekman, Group Tour magazine’s managing edi-
tor, spoke with Eric Masterton, Visit Baltimore’s director 
of tourism, about the city.

SOUTHEAST COAST & PERFECT DAY
ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL
Grandeur of the Seas; March 19, 2020

Day One: Explore Baltimore and depart
Day Two: At sea
Day Three: At sea
Day Four: Nassau, Bahamas
Day Five: Cococay, Bahamas
Day Six: Orlando, Florida
Day Seven: Charleston, South Carolina
Day Eight: At sea
Day Nine: Arrive in Baltimore

Royal Caribbean International
800-465-3595
royalcaribbean.com

Eric Masterton

Clockwise from top left: Simon Wright, Visit Baltimore/Justin Tsucalas, iStock, Visit Baltimore, Royal Caribbean Interna-
tional, Visit Baltimore

Charleston restaurant

Lightship Chesapeake 

Magdalena Restaurant
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RIVER CITIES
Flowing water 
draws groups 
to Midwest, 
Northeast
By David Hoekman

he flowing waters of America’s 
rivers sustain life, transport 
people and products, and inspire 
poets.

And rivers power tourism. 
According to the Washington, 
D.C.-based organization 

America’s Rivers, river-related recreation 
and tourism contributes over $97 billion 
to the U.S. economy annually.

Many Northeast and Midwest river 
cities capitalize on a river’s natural 
vitality and spirit. For example, earlier 
this year Fort Wayne, Indiana, opened 
Promenade Park, a key part of its 
revitalization of riverfront property for 
recreation and entertainment.

River cruises allow groups to relax 
and become oriented to a river city. Pair 
a kayak journey with tours of can’t-miss 
attractions for a river city adventure.

T

Fort Wayne, Indiana
Fort Wayne was built on three rivers: 

the St Marys, the St Joseph and the 
Maumee. 

Today, the city of Fort Wayne is 
returning to the rivers with the revitalization 
of riverfront property into spaces for 
recreation, entertainment and relaxation.

Among the many developments 
taking place is Promenade Park, which 
opened in the summer of 2019. 

“This one-of-a-kind park joins Fort 
Wayne’s natural rivers to their thriving 
urban center and is the Midwest’s 
newest destination for recreation, arts 
and culture,” said Kristen Guthrie, 
vice president of marketing and 
communications for Visit Fort Wayne.

While at the park, visitors can hike 
the trails along the water, discover family 
fun attractions like the treetop canopy 
trail and kids canal, and take to the 
water on a paddleboard or kayak rental.

In addition, groups can tour the 
replica of the original fort that once 
stood at the confluence of these rivers 
and learn about the pioneer history of 
the Midwest.

Restaurants also abound along the 
rivers, offering scenic and delicious 
tastes of Fort Wayne.

Visit Fort Wayne
260-424-3700
visitfortwayne.com

Promenade Park, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Don’t miss: Groups enjoy 
traveling the rivers of Fort Wayne 
on Sweet Breeze, a reproduction 
1840s canal boat that offers 
guided tours themed around 
history, nature or relaxation.
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Set on the northern bank of the 
Ohio River, Cincinnati delivers top-notch 
group experiences.

“Cincinnati’s convenient location and 
wealth of affordable and world-class 
entertainment options make it a perfect 
option for groups,” said Jenell Walton, 
vice president of Communications and 
Strategic Development for the Cincinnati 
USA Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
“Whether it’s a historic tour or riverfront 
outing or a more urban experience 
with our sports teams or arts and 
culture scene, visitors have countless 
opportunities to connect with each other 
and with the Cincinnati region.”

BB Riverboats takes motorcoach 
groups out on the Ohio River on a 
variety of dining and sightseeing cruises.  

Cincinnati Museum Center at Union 
Terminal is a three-museum complex 

and OMNIMAX theater in a historic 
art-deco train station. A $228 million 
renovation was completed in 2018. 

Also newly renovated is the 
Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame and 
Museum, sharing the story of baseball’s 
oldest professional team.

The National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center uses exhibits from 
the era of the Underground Railroad to 
celebrate freedom’s heroes and inspire 
modern action by promoting a better 
understanding of freedom. 

Walk down memory lane and 
experience the American Sign Museum.

Cincinnati USA Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
513-632-5385
cincyusa.com

Cincinnati, Ohio

Roebling Bridge, Cincinnati, Ohio

BB Riverboats, Cincinnati, Ohio

Don’t miss: Connect with Scenic River 
Canoe Excursions for a group canoe or 
kayak outing on the Little Miami River, a 
tributary of the Ohio River.
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Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

The Allegheny and 
Monongahela rivers join 
to form the Ohio River in 
Pittsburgh.

“Pittsburgh’s unique 
attractions, friendly locals 
and affordability make 
our city a desirable group 
travel destination,” said Karl 
Pietrzak, vice president 
of convention sales at 
VisitPITTSBURGH. “From 
world-class museums 
such as The Andy Warhol 
Museum, breathtaking 
views of the city from the 
historic Duquesne Incline, 
a vibrant Cultural District, 
mouth-watering food 
tours, scenic river cruises, 
championship sports teams 
and much more, Pittsburgh 
offers exciting group-friendly 
experiences sure to create 
lasting memories.”

Sail the three rivers on 
narrated sightseeing cruises 
or dinner/dance cruises 
on a Gateway Clipper 
Riverboat Fleet vessel.

Connect with 
Pittsburgh’s steel industry 
heritage on a guided tour 
of the Carrie Blast Furnaces 
National Historic Landmark.

Check out The Andy 
Warhol Museum, Carnegie 
Museum of Art & Natural 
History, the Senator John 
Heinz History Center and 
Western Pennsylvania 
Sports Museum. 

The National Aviary, the 
nation’s only free-standing 
bird zoo, offers an array of 
imaginative group-only tour 
options. 

Visit PITTSBURGH
412-325-0295
visitpittsburgh.com

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Kayaking, Pittsburgh, Pa. Boat tour, Lowell National Historical Park, Lowell, Mass.

Don’t miss: Kayak on the three 
rivers with Kayak Pittsburgh for 
a different view of the downtown 
skyline. Rent bikes for tours with 
Golden Triangle Bike Rentals and 
bike the 24 miles of riverfront trails.
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The Merrimack River flows through 
Lowell, about 25 miles northwest of 
Boston. The city was founded in the 
1820s as the nation’s first planned 
manufacturing center for textiles.

The Merrimack River and its canal 
system provided power to the textile 
mills that lined the river’s banks. Today, 
the former mill buildings serve as 
apartment lofts, businesses, museums 
and artists’ studios. 

Lowell National Historical Park 
has preserved several mill buildings 
and educates groups about the city’s 
industrial past. See how the “mill girls” 
lived with a visit to a restored 19th-
century textile mill boardinghouse. 

Check out the Boott Cotton Mills 
Museum. Park attractions include 5 
miles of canals, gatehouses, trolley 
rides, and canal and riverboat tours. 

New England Quilt Museum 
exhibitions reflect the scope and 
versatility of quilt-making, past and 
present.

The annual Lowell Folk Festival 
provides traditional folk music, artisan 
crafts and ethnic foods on the last full 
weekend in July.

Greater Merrimack Valley       
 Convention and Visitors Bureau
978-459-6150
merrimackvalley.org

Lowell, Massachusetts

Boat tour, Lowell National Historical Park, Lowell, Mass.

Boat tour, Lowell National Historical Park, Lowell, Mass.

Don’t miss: The Concord 
River also runs through 
Lowell. Every spring, 
the Lowell Parks & 
Conservation Trust partners 
with Zoar Outdoor to 
provide an urban whitewater 
rafting trip on the Concord.
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Illinois
Pontiac

Named after Chief Pontiac, Pontiac is the seat of 
Livingston County. 

The city is located 100 miles southwest of Chicago along 
Interstate 55, which follows Historic Route 66.

Pontiac is a popular stop for national and international Route 
66 heritage travelers. 

Groups of all types and sizes are welcome.
“Pontiac is blessed to be located along the most famous 

road in the world, Route 66,” said Ellie Alexander, tourism 
director. “Our goal is that each traveler not only enjoy our 
fantastic sites and attractions, but also our small-town 
hospitality. Let us show you how to ‘Get Your Kicks on Route 
66’ in Pontiac, Illinois.”

Pontiac Tourism
815-844-5847
visitpontiac.org

Head to the Route 66 
Association Hall of Fame 
and Museum. Experience 
thousands of Route 66 
artifacts and memorabilia that 
tell the story of the famous 
highway. Don’t forget the 
unique photo op. Gather 
the group together in front 
of the largest Route 66 
shield mural, painted on the 
museum’s outside back wall.

Route 66 Hall of Fame
 and Museum
815-844-4566
il66assoc.org

itinerary planner

View the Murals on Main 
Street. Pontiac is home to 
23 outdoor murals which, in 
addition to being beautiful 
pieces of public art, depict 
its local history. Most of the 
murals can be seen from 
a motorcoach, although a 
walking tour is the best way 
to see the many details. The 
Walldogs, a collection of 
sign painters and muralists, 
painted 18 of the murals in 
2009.

Pontiac Tourism
815-844-5847
visitpontiac.org

Head to the Pontiac-
Oakland Museum and 
Resource Center. The 
museum’s mission is to 
preserve, exhibit and maintain 
Pontiac and Oakland 
automobiles and related 
artifacts. The museum 
also works to uphold the 
vehicles’ heritage; influence; 
significance; and place in 
society, culture and history.

Pontiac-Oakland Museum 
 and Resource Center. 
815-842-2345
pontiacoakland
 museum.org

Follow the Pontiac 
Charm Trail in the city’s 
historic downtown district. 
Each participating merchant 
sells one or more charms 
representing their business. 
Place all the charms together 
for a unique Pontiac souvenir. 
Bracelets are available at 
select merchants. A variety 
of stores are located around 
the courthouse square in 
downtown Pontiac.

Pontiac Tourism
815-844-5847
visitpontiac.org

Pontiac Tourism

TOUR SEE EXPLORE SHOP
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WE’RE THAN ONE DAY
VisitSpringfieldIllinois.com  |  800-545-7300 x 5525 #visitspringfield   @visitspringfield

There is plenty for groups to see and 
do when visiting the Doug Oberhelman 
Caterpillar Visitors Center in Peoria. 

Learn the history of Caterpillar. See 
projects Caterpillar equipment helped 
complete throughout the world. Watch a 
movie in the bed of a massive, two-and-
a-half story Cat® 797 Mining Truck.

And, best of all, climb into the cab of 
Caterpillar machines and test operator 
skills using the track-type tractor or 
excavator simulators.

According to Susan Morton, manag-
er of the Caterpillar Visitors Center, the 
favorite part of the self-guided tour is 
the chance to explore the product floor, 
where visitors can climb into the cabs of 
an excavator, dozer, track-type tractor 
and even one of the utility vehicles.

“It’s not just the kids who love the ex-
perience of climbing into the machines,” 
Morton said. “The adults all love it, too. 
Whether it’s a retiree, current employee 
or one of the thousands of customers 
and dealers who visit each year, they all 
get that child-like look of excitement 
when they step inside that machine.”

The Caterpillar Visitors Center draws 
people from every state and more than 
50 countries.

“One thing that is consistent no mat-
ter where our guests are from, no matter 
their age or occupation, they all love 

sitting in the driver’s seat of a Caterpillar 
machine,” Morton said. “We work hard 
to keep this experience fresh for the gen-
eral public and relevant for our custom-
ers and dealers, so we regularly switch 
out machines and exhibits.”

The nearly 50,000-square-foot visi-
tors center opened in October 2012 and 
holds eight exhibit galleries and four 
theaters. 

The center has been awarded LEED 
Gold status for its many sustainable 
features that reduce the building’s 
environmental impact. For instance, 
solar panels on an adjacent parking deck 
provide about 100,000 kilowatt-hours 
of electric energy per year, about 10% 
of the center’s projected annual energy 
usage. On sunny days, however, the 
solar panels may fulfill up to 75% of the 
center’s power needs at any given time.

The Caterpillar Visitors Center has 

banquet and meeting spaces available 
for a variety of special events and group 
activities.

The on-site Cat Merchandise Center 
offers a wide selection of collector die-
cast scale models and the latest in Cat- 
and Caterpillar-branded footwear and 
designer apparel.

The center offers a group discount 
for parties of 25 or more. n

Caterpillar Visitors Center 
visitcaterpillar.com

Get behind the wheel
at Caterpillar Visitors Center

Caterpillar Inc.
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Discover echoes of
Lincoln, Route 66
By David Hoekman

Only in Springfield, 
Illinois, can a tour group 
walk through the only home 
Abraham Lincoln owned. 

Lincoln’s legacy looms 
large in Springfield, the 
state’s capital. 

Another American icon, 
Route 66, travels directly 
through Springfield.

“Whether it’s enjoying 
Springfield’s iconic 
Horseshoe sandwich, 
marveling at Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s architectural 
genius or meeting up 
with Honest Abe himself, 
Springfield provides a 
legendary experience along 
America’s highway, Route 
66,” said Terry Truman, 
motorcoach specialist at 
Visit Springfield.

Lincoln’s legacy 
A good starting place 

for the Lincoln story is 
the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and 
Museum.

Interactive exhibits, 
holographic displays, live 
actors and a re-creation 
of the 1860 presidential 
campaign convey a sense 
of Lincoln and the times in 
which he lived.

The Lincoln Home 
has been restored to 
its 1860 appearance 
and reveals much about 
Lincoln as a husband, father, neighbor 
and politician. National Park Service 
rangers conduct tours.

At the Old State Capitol building, 
see where the future president made his 

“House Divided” speech in 1858.
Oak Ridge Cemetery is the final 

resting place of Lincoln, his wife Mary 
Todd and three of their four children. At 
the entrance to the tomb itself, there is a 
bronze bust of Lincoln. Visitors often rub 
the statue’s nose for good luck.

Springfield

Lincoln Home

Route 66 Drive In Theater
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Taste a Horseshoe
When in Springfield, 

be sure to have a 
Horseshoe, the city’s 
signature sandwich. 

To make a 
Horseshoe, two pieces 
of toast are laid on 
a preheated platter. 
Ham is placed on the 
toast, and a specially 
prepared cheese sauce 
is poured over the 
sandwich. French fries 
are added to the platter.

The name 
Horseshoe came from 
the shape of the cut of 
ham used in the original 
sandwich in 1928. 
The fries represent the 
nails of a horseshoe, 
while the sizzling platter 
represents the anvil.

Get your kicks on Route 66
Springfield also is part of Route 

66, the famous highway that ran from 
Chicago to Santa Monica, California. 
Illinois was the first state to have its 
portion of Route 66 paved from end to 
end. This stretch still includes some of 
the original bricks, diners and drive-ins.

Groups can visit portions of the 
original road near Carpenter Park, 
Lake Springfield and a 1¼-mile stretch 
of historic brick road listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
near Auburn. 

Route 66 stops in Springfield 
include Cozy Dog Drive In, the Route 
66 Drive In Theater, Mahan’s Filling 
Station and Lauterbach Giant.

Cozy Dog Drive In is the home of 
the Cozy Dog, which is a hot dog on 
a stick, dipped in batter and deep 
fried. The restaurant, a shrine to Route 
66 and itself, is full of old signs, 
mementoes and clippings.

Mahan’s Filling Station, an example 
of the earliest of gas stations, is now 
on display at Fulgenzi’s Pizza & Pasta. 
The roadside attraction makes a great 
photo and souvenir opportunity for 
Route 66 visitors. Fulgenzi’s restaurant 
property was once the site of two 
Route 66 motels and a car-painting 
business in the road’s heyday.

More in Springfield
Frank Lloyd Wright designed the 

Dana-Thomas House in 1902 for Susan 
Lawrence Dana, a forward-thinking 
socialite living in Springfield. The 
35-room home contains the largest 
collection of site-specific, original Wright 
art glass and furniture.

Maid-Rite, a Springfield tradition, 
is known as the first drive-through 
restaurant in the U.S. It opened in 1921.

Springfield is also home to the 
220,000-square-foot SCHEELS 
experience. This retail store includes 
an indoor 65-foot-tall Ferris wheel, 
16,000-gallon aquarium, game arcade, 
candy factory, café and everything from 
hunting gear to high fashion. n

Springfield Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
217-789-2360
visitspringfieldillinois.com

Abraham Lincoln reenactor, State Capitol

Fulgenzi’s Pizza & Pasta on Historic Route 66
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Indiana
Spencer County

Abraham Lincoln and Santa Claus are the stars in 
Spencer County.

The county, located at the southern tip of Indiana, was 
Lincoln’s home from 1816 to 1830.

And the Spencer County town of Santa Claus is known as 
America’s Christmas Hometown.

“The magic of the holiday season fills the air throughout 
the destination, and the interactive history celebrates the youth 
of our nation’s 16th president,” said Melissa Arnold, executive 
director at the Spencer County Visitors Bureau. “Whisper your 
wishes in Santa’s ear, explore where young Abe Lincoln grew 
up and see the breathtaking architecture at the Saint Meinrad 
Archabbey, all in one trip!”

Spencer County Visitors Bureau 
812-937-4199
santaclausind.org
indianasabelincoln.org

Saint Meinrad 
Archabbey is located about 
15 minutes from Santa Claus 
and is home to more than 80 
Benedictine monks. Founded 
in 1854, the Saint Meinrad 
Archabbey is one of only two 
archabbeys in the United 
States and one of 11 in the 
world. Monks lead guided 
tours for groups with advance 
notice. Take the opportunity 
for prayer with the monks.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey
800-581-6905
saintmeinrad.org

itinerary planner

Head to Santa Claus 
Museum & Village. Visit the 
original Santa Claus Post 
Office, learn the history of 
the magical town of Santa 
Claus while walking through 
the museum and tour the 
historic 1880s church on the 
site. Don’t forget to pose for 
a photo with the 22-foot-tall 
Santa Statue, which was built 
in 1935.

Santa Claus Museum
 & Village
812-544-2434
santaclausmuseum.org

Experience the magic of 
Christmas at the Santa Claus 
Christmas Store. Browse 
nearly 8,000 ornaments 
plus hundreds of Christmas 
collectibles at the gigantic 
store. Items include Christmas 
gifts, decorations and more 
than 4,000 personalizable 
ornaments. Visit with Santa 
Claus during the summer and 
Christmas seasons.

Santa Claus
 Christmas Store
877-224-1772
santaclauschristmas
 store.com

Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial is 
located five minutes from 
Santa Claus. Dedicated to 
Abraham Lincoln, who lived 
there from 1816 to 1830, 
groups can explore the 
visitor center with a museum 
orientation film and two 
memorial halls. Venture out to 
the living historical farm, see 
the cabin site memorial and 
walk the many trails.  

Lincoln Boyhood
 National Memorial
812-937-4541
nps.gov/libo

Spencer County Visitors Bureau

TOUR SEE SHOP EXPLORE
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Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination 
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern 
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort 
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring 
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history 
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality, 
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace. 

For itinerary recommendations contact Shelby Rice at shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience! 

812-936-3418  •  vflwb.com/groups  •

Eiteljorg Museum tells
Native American stories

The Eiteljorg Museum of American 
Indians and Western Art in Indianapo-
lis shares the stories of the peoples of 
North America in all their diversity and 
complexity.

“The Eiteljorg is the only museum of 
its kind in the Midwest to focus on the 
art, history and cultures of Native Amer-
icans and of the American West,” said 
Bryan Corbin, public relations man-
ager. “Works of renowned artists such 
as Frederic Remington and Georgia 
O’Keeffe are on exhibit, along with beau-
tiful Native jewelry, pottery, textiles and 
cultural items, and one of the world’s 
best collections of contemporary Native 
American art.”

The museum recently renovated its 
Western art galleries.

An exhibition in those galleries that 

is ongoing through 2020, “Attitudes: The 
West in American Art,” also focuses on 
the diversity of the West with newly ac-
quired works by Mian Situ, Grafton Tyler 
Brown and Susan Folwell (Santa Clara 
Pueblo). New interpretations and interac-
tives make the new Western galleries an 
enriching experience.

Continuing at the Eiteljorg through 
April 5, 2020, is a traveling exhibit of 
the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Indian: “For a 
Love of His People: The Photography of 
Horace Poolaw.” 

Located in White River State Park 
in downtown Indianapolis, the Eitel-
jorg features two floors of galleries with 
permanent and rotating exhibitions, a 
children’s interactive area, an outdoor 
pavilion facing the Central Canal, a mul-

tipurpose rental ballroom, a museum 
store and a museum cafe. 

Reservations can be made for guides 
and special tours by contacting Eric 
Hinkle at the museum three weeks in 
advance of the visit. n

Eiteljorg Museum of American
 Indians and Western Art
317-275-1350
eiteljorg.org

Eiteljorg Museum
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See RVs being 
made at Jayco

Elkhart County in northern Indiana 
is known as the recreational vehicle 
capital of the world. That’s because 80% 
of the nation’s RVs are manufactured in 
the county.

Jayco, Inc., an RV manufacturer 
headquartered in Middlebury, offers free 
factory tours. 

The tour originates from the Jayco 
Visitors Center, an 1880s farmhouse 
that was remodeled in 1995 and which 
now contains Jayco memorabilia, ap-
parel and gifts.  

A video that highlights the com-
pany’s history begins the tour. Lloyd and 
Bertha Bontrager started the company 
on the family farm in 1968. What began 
as a 15-employee operation producing 
camping trailers has grown into a family 
of over 4,000 employees, spanning four 

Jayco, Inc. 
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Small Town, 
Big Excursions

caves, outdoor Adventure, Gaming, artisans, 
wineries, a historic downtown and More!

Corydon & Harrison 
COunty, Indiana

888-738-2137   thisisindiana.org

@jennsdetailsanddecor

@eat_drink_lou

campuses and producing a full line of 
recreation vehicles.

After the video, guests board the 
Jayco trolley and head to Plant 15 to 
observe the construction of North Point, 
Pinnacle or Seismic luxury fifth-wheel 
vehicles. The trolley then returns guests 
to the visitors center, where they are 
welcome to review the newest models 
that are on display.

John MacDonald, corporate brand 
ambassador, said the majority of Jayco’s 
tour guests are people who either own 
a Jayco product or are considering the 
purchase of a Jayco product and who 
want to see how they’re built. 

Factory tours can often help a 
prospective customer in their decision-
making process, and it can delight a 
current Jayco owner who wants to see 
where his/her Jayco was born. 

“We hope that tours will assure both 
prospective buyers and current Jayco 
owners that the Jayco product they are 
considering or already own is the best-
built RV in the industry and will provide 
them — as stated in our tagline — with 
Generations of Family Fun!,” MacDon-
ald said. “We hope that the folks who 
take our tour just for the fun of it will 
have a memorable experience.”

Tour-goers cannot take pictures or 
videos while on the tour. Sandals and 
open-toed shoes are not allowed.

Jayco offers the factory tours year-
round. n

Jayco, Inc.
574-825-5861
jayco.com/about/factory-tours

Jayco, Inc. 

https://www.thisisindiana.org/group-travel/?utm_source=group%20tour%20media&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=group
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South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

Hands-On Fun

Get Your 
Craft On!

Call 1-800-322-8198
or order it online at:

   www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com/planner

“All the different hands-on activities
are a blast, no talent required! 

You are treated like their guest and 
everything is planned out for you.

We loved it!”
– Triumph Community Bank Travel Club,

East Moline, IL

Request Your 
FREE Planner

Indiana Basketball Hall
of Fame scores big with groups

Basketball in Indiana is much more 
than a game. 

In the Hoosier State, basketball en-
compasses a unique blend of tradition, 
passion and culture.

The Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
in New Castle celebrates the proud 
heritage of basketball in the state from 
its origins in the 1890s to the current 
season.

The 14,000-square-foot museum 
features the men, women and teams that 
have brought recognition to themselves, 
their communities and schools. Interac-
tive exhibits bring visitors closer to the 
action of Indiana high school basketball.

An outdoor courtyard contains more 
than 6,000 engraved bricks with the 
names of the teams, coaches, players and 
others who have been a part of “Indi-
ana’s Game.” The bricks are arranged in 
the shape of Indiana. Flags represent 
teams that have had recent postseason 
success.

Chris May, executive director, said 
tours begin with an introductory film 
in the Danielson Theater. On the way, 
groups view photos and memorabilia of 
all previous state championship teams 
while walking down the ramp, designed 
to replicate those at Butler University’s 
Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. The 

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame
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INTRODUCING SUNDAY 
HOTEL DISCOUNTS

Now is the time to book your Hendricks County 
tour, taking advantage of our new Sunday Night 
Hotel Incentive Program. Whether Hendricks 
County is your final destination or a fun stop 
along the way, you are assured a great deal 
and a great time. When you book your trip 
through Visit Hendricks County you’ll enjoy:

• A welcome reception

• Complimentary wine tasting at 
Country Heritage Winery

• Help booking reservations at 
popular restaurants

Find a list of participating hotels and rate  
ranges at: VisitHendricksCounty.com/Sunday

ON SUNDAY 
YOU REST

(AND SAVE)

Tracy Whetstone,  
Community Outreach Manager
Tracy@VisitHendricksCounty.com
800-321-9666

venerable fieldhouse has been called 
Indiana’s basketball cathedral.

Areas on the main exhibition floor 
are devoted to John Wooden, Oscar 
Robertson, Larry Bird and the 1954 
Milan Indians. Jerseys, trophies and 
memorabilia of other Hoosier legends 
are displayed.

In the interactive area, visitors can 

take the game-winning shot or attempt 
to block the shot of Oscar Robertson or 
Stephanie White. Become a sportscaster 
with “You Make the Call.”

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
inductees are permanently honored in 
the enshrinement hall.

“Even the most veteran basketball fan 
hasn’t grasped the full extent of ‘Hoosier 

hysteria’ until they’ve seen, heard and 
stood among the legendary and unique 
surroundings that can only be found at 
the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame,” 
May said. n

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame
765-529-1891
hoopshall.com

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
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Michigan
Great Lakes Bay Region

Tucked along Michigan’s eastern freshwater coastline at the 
base of Lake Huron’s Saginaw Bay, the Great Lakes Bay Region 
is home to six unique cities: Bay City, Birch Run, Chesaning, 
Frankenmuth, Midland and Saginaw. 

“With all of our six cities within one easily traversed region, 
the Great Lakes Bay Region is an authentic experience that 
will fulfill many diverse interests,” said Michael Hensley, group 
tour and niche markets manager at Great Lakes Bay Regional 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.

The region offers everything from freshwater sailing to forest 
adventures, botanical gardens to guided boat tours, and open-
air art fairs to outdoor craft beer festivals. Sail off into the sunset 
aboard a tall ship or try a wine tasting on a relaxing river cruise.

Great Lakes Bay Regional Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-444-9979
gogreat.com

Touring the Saginaw 
Valley Naval Ship Museum 
will take groups aboard 
the USS Edson DD-946, 
a destroyer. The ship 
was launched in 1958, 
decommissioned in 1988 
and is a National Historic 
Landmark as well as a 
Michigan Historic Landmark. 
The ship is permanently 
moored in Bay City and open 
daily for self-guided tours.

Saginaw Valley Naval
 Ship Museum
989-684-3946
ussedson.org

itinerary planner

Willkommen to 
Frankenmuth. The German-
inspired city holds famous 
eateries like the Bavarian Inn 
Restaurant and Zehnder’s 
Restaurant. Shop at 
Frankenmuth River Place 
Shops and the world’s largest 
Christmas store, Bronner’s 
CHRISTmas Wonderland. 
Cruise on the Bavarian 
Belle Riverboat or explore 
Frankenmuth Aerial Park. 

Great Lakes Bay Regional  
 CVB
800-444-9979
gogreat.com

Whiting Forest Canopy 
Walk in Midland is the 
country’s longest canopy 
walk. Enjoy panoramic views 
up to 40 feet above the forest 
floor. Lay in suspended cargo 
nets and gaze up at the 
canopy of trees enveloping 
visitors in rich greens, fall 
colors or glistening ice 
crystals — depending on the 
time of year. 

Whiting Forest
 Canopy Walk
800-362-4874
dowgardens.org/
 whitingforest

Head to Birch Run 
Premium Outlets in Birch 
Run. One of the largest outlet 
malls in the Midwest and one 
of the country’s original outlet 
malls, it is home to over 140 
stores — Coach, Michael 
Kors, Columbia and Calvin 
Klein. Stroll between stores 
to stock up on designer 
favorites at incredible savings.  

Birch Run Premium Outlets
989-624-1347
premiumoutlets.com/
 outlet/birch-run

Great Lakes Bay Regional CVB

TOUR DISCOVER DO SHOP
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Contact Group Sales Manager Jenise Collins
at (248) 336-5841 or jcollins@dzs.org.

www.detroitzoo.orgOpen 362 days a year.

Big cats.
Bigger habitat.

See the new
Devereaux Tiger Forest

GroupTours_Tigers_4.75x2.25_Winter2020.pdf   1   10/15/2019   4:58:57 PM

Detroit Zoo welcomes
Devereaux Tiger Forest 

The Devereaux Tiger Forest is now 
open at the Detroit Zoo in Royal Oak.

Amur tigers Nikolai and Aleksei, 
2-year-old brothers who were born at 
the Columbus Zoo, made their debut at 
the forest in September. 

The habitat also is home to 16-year-
old female Kisa, who was born at the 
Detroit Zoo. 

The renovated and expanded habitat 
was made possible in part by a $1 mil-
lion gift from the Richard C. Devereaux 
Foundation.

The $3.5-million habitat occupies 1 
acre in the Detroit Zoo’s Asian For-
est across from the Holtzman Wildlife 
Foundation Red Panda Forest. The space 
has been reimagined to closely mirror 
the tigers’ native landscape of far eastern 
Russia with naturalistic elements impor-
tant to tigers, including elevated vantage 
points, open spaces, wooded areas, 
pools, a waterfall and a “catnap” cave.

The expansion has quadrupled the 
size of the former habitat and offers 
multiple observation areas for guests, in-
cluding expansive views through 85 feet 
of acrylic windows and soaring vistas 
from the canopy walkway over the red 
panda habitat. A Land Rover intersects 
the acrylic window, with its hood inside 

the tiger habitat and the driver’s side in 
the public area, providing opportunities 
for close-up views — and amazing photo 
opportunities — of the tigers when they 
lounge on the hood of the vehicle, which 
will be heated in the winter.

“We have no doubt the Devereaux 
Tiger Forest will be very popular with 
visitors, especially with the incredible 
vantage points, and we’re sure the tigers 
will enjoy their new digs with more 
room to prowl and play,” said Ron Ka-
gan, executive director and CEO for the 
Detroit Zoological Society.

The Amur tiger, formerly known as 
the Siberian tiger, is the largest member 
of the big cat family and the largest of 

the five remaining subspecies of tiger.
The Amur tiger is listed as endan-

gered by the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature. It is estimated 
there are only around 500 remaining in 
the wild due to threats such as poaching, 
habitat loss and disease.

“We hope that by seeing tigers here at 
the Detroit Zoo, people will be inspired 
to learn more about their conservation 
in the wild and feel empowered to take 
action to help save them,” Kagan said. n

Detroit Zoo
248-336-5841
detroitzoo.org

Christina Ross
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A grand group destination

1-800-33GRAND •  gr andhotel .com

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy a  
full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary  

Grand Luncheon Buffet, a multiple-year winner of the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence.
Call Julia Luckey at 517-349-4600 or grouptours@grandhotel.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort tops expectations
With gaming, entertainment and 

amenities, Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort in Mount Pleasant makes the 
perfect getaway.

Jeff Brown, president of North Coast 
Travel Service in Frankenmuth, said the 
company has successfully filled numer-
ous senior tours to Soaring Eagle each 
year since 2007 for several reasons.  

“Soaring Eagle has continually offered 
an attractive incentive package combining 
food and free slot play and has remained 
competitive with other casino incentive 
packages,” Brown said. “Our seniors em-
brace the thought of a two-night getaway 
that is not physically demanding and 

offers more than just gaming with the pool 
and spa facilities made available.”

The casino and resort treats military 
veterans with enhanced incentives as 
well as those celebrating birthdays and 
wedding anniversaries, Brown added.

“But most important is the variety 
of dining options and the friendly and 
cordial staff folks encounter — from the 
concierge to the bellmen and the other 
team members throughout the resort,” 
Brown said.

Beyond gaming, Soaring Eagle offers 
a wide variety of entertainment and 
amenities.

The resort hosts an annual average of 

45 concerts by nationally known artists 
such as the recent performance by TOTO.

Unwind and relax with a Soaring 
Eagle Salon and Spa treatment. Guests 
are pleasantly surprised to see how rea-
sonable the prices are compared to other 
spas at casino properties.

Visit during the golf season and hop 
on a free shuttle to Soaring Eagle’s Waa-
booz Run Golf Course, which is located 
about 2 miles down the road. Grab a 
rental set of clubs from the pro shop and 
shoot a quick 18 holes on this executive-
style course. The average distance per 
hole is about 300 yards or less.

Soaring Eagle is the home of 
ASCEND sports bar and night club. 
ASCEND hosts free comedy nights ev-
ery Wednesday evening. Operators can 
check the schedule online and inform 
their passengers of the opportunity to sit 
back and enjoy some laughs. n

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
888-732-4537, ext. 55444
soaringeaglecasino.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
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Premier waterfront 
dining and event 

center

216 Van Raalte Ave., Holland  |  boatwerksrestaurant.com
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CUSTOMIZED ITINERARIES
STEP-ON GUIDES

MOTOR COACH FRIENDLY HOTELS

CALL BERNADETTE AT 
1 . 8 0 0 . 2 5 0 . 9 2 8 3

VI S I TM USKEGO N .O RG

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES  |  TRAM TOURS  |  BALK CAFÉ    
GIFT SHOP  |  FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

1000 East Beltline Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Alexander Liberman. Aria, 1979-1983. Painted Steel

The mountainous Our Lady of the 
Woods Shrine in Mio is preparing for its 
65th anniversary in 2020.

Jim Lemerand, who conducts shrine 
tours, said a number of special events 
are planned for 2020.

In 1945, the Rev. Herbert Ratkowski, 
a Roman Catholic priest in Mio, came up 
with the idea of a shrine honoring Mary 
and depicting her earthly apparitions.

Work began in 1953 and the last 
stone was placed on Sept. 27, 1954. Lo-
cal residents and business owners from 
a wide variety of religious backgrounds 
donated their labor and money to build 
the shrine. It was dedicated on Sept. 4, 
1955. The limestone shrine is 42 feet tall 
and 120 feet wide.

Lemerand said the shrine contains 32 
bianco carrara marble statues commem-
orating the seven appearances of Mary, 
the mother of Christ. 

The name, Our Lady of the Woods, 
reflects the thousands of acres of forests 
surrounding the shrine.

Anna Shilds, a Lutheran widow from 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, donated a 4-foot-
tall sculpture of Our Lady of Lourdes in 
1953 in honor of her late husband. The 
need for a substantial foundation for the 
hand-carved statue, which is made of 
Italian marble, compelled Ratkowski to 
finally break ground on the structure. 
This first statue became the shrine’s 
centerpiece.

“The beautiful thing is you don’t have 
to be Catholic to come here,” Lemerand 
said. “It’s not just a Catholic shrine. It 
was way ahead of its time.”

Our Lady of the Woods Shrine marks milestone

Our Lady of the Woods Shrine 
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The shrine contains several grottos. 
Inside the Our Lady of Czestechowa 
grotto is a mosaic donated in 1954 by a 
Polish women’s group from a parish in 
Detroit. 

“During the tours I get the most reac-
tion to the stories of faith,” Lemerand said. 

Operators should call at least a week 
in advance of a tour. Guided tours last 
about an hour, but they can be shorter 

or longer.
Lemerand said, with advance notice, 

the shrine can be set up with a light 
lunch for groups.

Visiting the shrine is free, although 
donations are accepted to maintain it.  n 

Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
989-826-5509
olwshrine.org Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
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September 1 ~24

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

*

May 3 ~ May 20
September 27 ~ October 22

June 7 ~ August 31

Packaging available!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street

Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

We Love Groups!We Love Groups!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, new restaurant with brewery and distillery, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure every
detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.

2020 rates start from just $67.50* per person includ-
ing our delicious continental breakfast. Call toll free
today to schedule your stay!

Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of
10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations and continental breakfast. Rates not available on
Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 12-14) rates from $115.00 double occupancy.
Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary luggage handling to/from hotel with
purchase of our optional tour packages. Taxes, Fees, and Service Charges additional. Rates subject to change. 

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.

ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

LVH-GLGT-Dec2019.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp  9/27/19  12:47 PM  Page 1

Groups that visit Fayette Historic 
Townsite in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
experience a remarkably intact 19th-
century iron smelting company town.  

The community manufactured char-
coal pig iron between 1867 and 1891.

Over 20 historic structures, including 
the blast furnace, hotel, town hall and 
superintendent’s house are preserved in 
a museum village setting.  

Groups get a guided tour of the 
townsite, which highlights the social his-
tory, town architecture and iron smelt-
ing process. Then, visitors can explore 
museum exhibits inside many of the 
buildings to learn more about the town, 
people and industry.  

The limestone bluff and Lake 
Michigan harbor provide a picturesque 
backdrop for the townsite. The scen-
ery alone is worth the visit, said Troy 

Henderson, the Upper Peninsula staff 
historian for the Michigan History 
Center. Henderson runs the interpre-
tive program at Fayette.

Henderson said there is a lot of 
history presented in different ways at 
Fayette, and visitors enjoy that because 
there is something for everybody.  

“There were about 500 people 
who lived and worked in Fayette in 
the 1870s and 1880s, and we hope to 
breathe life into the company town in 
our exhibits and interpretation,” Hen-
derson said. “I hope people who visit 
the site can take away or envision the 
feel of the town when it was bustling 
with energy.”

Randy Brown, park manager, said 
the only fee for entry is a Michigan 
State Park Commercial Bus Recreation 
Passport, which allows entry in any 

state park for the date it is issued.  
Guided tours are offered if sched-

uled in advance. Fayette has a modern 
Visitor Center with a museum store. 

Special accessibility accommodations 
can be made in advance of a visit. n

Fayette Historic Townsite
906-644-2603
michigan.gov/fayettetownsite

Fayette Historic Townsite spotlights early industry

UPTRA
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Minnesota
Worthington

Worthington is located in Minnesota’s southwest corner, at 
the intersection of state highways 59 and 60 and Interstate 90.

One of Worthington’s greatest natural assets is 880-acre 
Lake Okabena, set in the center of the city and surrounded by 
many parks and recreation areas.

“Worthington offers something for everyone,” said Darlene 
Macklin of the Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We have museums with art, 
history and car memorabilia; a lake; parks and trails; unique 
shopping and restaurants; festivals and more!”

The bureau assists group tour planners and operators 
in finding places to visit, sleep, eat and shop in southwest 
Minnesota.

Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce
 and Convention & Visitors Bureau
507-372-2919
worthingtonmnchamber.com

Experience the trials and 
tribulations of America’s 
westward expansion into 
the prairie at Pioneer 
Village. The 40 restored 
buildings plus a museum 
of farm machinery reflect 
the early years of Nobles 
County. The village is open 
Thursday through Saturday 
from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day and other times by 
appointment. 

Pioneer Village
507-376-4431
noblescountyhistory.org

itinerary planner

The Historic Dayton 
House was built in 1890 as 
a residence for the George 
Draper Dayton family. George 
Dayton was a banker and 
a real estate developer in 
Worthington before moving 
to Minneapolis shortly after 
1900 to start Dayton’s 
Department Store. Historic 
Worthington, Inc., restored 
the artistic masterpiece in 
2002–04. Tours are available 
upon request. 

The Historic Dayton House
507-727-1311
daytonhouse.org

Spomer Classics, an 
automotive museum, features 
classic autos for sale, a 
large display of automotive 
memorabilia and porcelain/
neon dealership signs. See 
the lost art of porcelain and 
neon signs and clocks. All 
are restored and in working 
order. Also on display are 
pedal cars. Group tours need 
to make an appointment. 

Spomer Classics
507-360-9557
spomerclassics.com

Round Lake Vineyards 
& Winery is a family-owned 
and -operated business 
located on scenic Round 
Lake. More than 15 white and 
red, sweet and dry wines are 
produced. Planting began at 
Round Lake Vineyards in the 
spring of 2007, and today the 
business grows over 19,000 
vines across four vineyards in 
seven blocks.

Round Lake Vineyards
 & Winery
507-945-1100
roundlakevineyards.com

Clockwise from top: Lindsey Nielsen, Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce and CVB (4)

EXPLORE TOUR ENJOY SIP
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Worthington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
507-372-2919

www.worthingtonmnchamber.com • wcofc@worthingtonmnchamber.com
Customized Tours, Agriculture, History, Lake, Arts, Performances, Festivals & Events

Ask about free welcome reception for overnight bus tours!

2020 GROUP TRAVEL GUIDE

EXPLORE MINNESOTA FOR
MEMORABLE GROUP EXPERIENCES 
From the headwaters of the Mississippi River to the shores of
Lake Superior, your group adventure begins in Minnesota.
Follow the Great River Road or 20 other scenic byways to find
unique experiences, from historic houses and museums to 
American Indian culture. Experience world-class dining and 
theater, concerts, tax-free shopping alongside stunning scenery.  
Create unforgettable memories, only in Minnesota.

exploreminnesota.com
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Recall happy memories at LARK Toys 
LARK Toys is so much more than a 

toy store.
While the operation in the southeast 

Minnesota town of Kellogg is thought to 
be the largest independent specialty toy 
store in the U.S., it also is a toy manufac-
turer with a toy museum on-site. 

Plus, visitors can ride on a hand-
carved wooden carousel. 

Two teachers started LARK Toys in 
the 1980s as a small wooden toy manu-
facturing business. A store was added 
and a toy museum began. 

The Gray and Gray-Burlingame 
family (Kathy and Ron Gray, daughter 
Miranda and son-in-law Scott Gray-
Burlingame) took over LARK Toys 
12 years ago. They were looking for a 
business to do together after Miranda 
recovered from a rare and nearly fatal 
event during the birth of her first child. 
The experience had reframed life, in its 
beauty and its fragility, and they wanted 
to use their skills and experiences in a 
meaningful way. 

“Everyone benefits from ‘unplug-
ging’ once in a while, recalling happy 
memories and making new ones,” said 
Miranda Gray-Burlingame. “LARK Toys 
is a welcoming, slightly magical place to 
do just that.”

The Memory Lane Antique Toy 
Museum, full of treasured toys, evokes 
stories and laughter. View tin toys, cow-
boys and soldiers, die-cast vehicles, old 
schoolhouse toys, building toys and dolls.

“Many visitors comment that seeing 
LARK toys being made in our workshop 
is inspiring,” Miranda Gray-Burlingame 
said. “We love what we do here: hold a 
joyful, creative space for visitors of all 
ages, colors, persuasions and beliefs to 
retreat, connect and play.”

In addition to the museum and 
workshop, there’s a café, handmade 
fudge and a candy store. 

Outside, there are five miniature 
llamas and an 18-hole miniature golf 
course.

The main store is thousands of 

square feet of the best in toys, games, 
puzzles and books. 

“Toys with batteries and electronics 
and lots of bells and whistles are not our 
thing,” said Kathy Hume Gray. “We look 
for toys that leave room for the child to 
imagine and explore.”

A representative from LARK Toys 
will step on the motorcoach to welcome 
the group and provide an overview. n

LARK Toys
507-767-3387
larktoys.com

LARK Toys

LARK Toys
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EXPLORE MINNESOTA FOR
MEMORABLE GROUP EXPERIENCES 
From the headwaters of the Mississippi River to the shores of
Lake Superior, your group adventure begins in Minnesota.
Follow the Great River Road or 20 other scenic byways to find
unique experiences, from historic houses and museums to 
American Indian culture. Experience world-class dining and 
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Create unforgettable memories, only in Minnesota.
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Ohio
Toledo

Toledo, which straddles the Maumee River, is perched along 
the northern border of Ohio and Lake Erie’s westernmost point. 

Plus, its location at the intersection of the country’s two most 
traveled highways, Interstate 75 and the Ohio Turnpike (Interstate 
80/90), makes Toledo easily accessible for group tours. 

“Toledo has been experiencing a transformation that has 
turned our riverfront city into a hot spot of restaurants, outdoor 
concerts, sports and new hotels,” said Cathy Miller, Experience 
Toledo manager at Destination Toledo. “Add to that our many 
great attractions, like the Toledo Mud Hens, Imagination Station, 
Metroparks Toledo and more and you’ll find that Toledo is a true 
visitor destination.” 

Destination Toledo
419-321-5042
visittoledo.org

National Museum of 
the Great Lakes presents 
the story of the Great Lakes 
through over 300 genuine 
artifacts, audiovisual displays 
and 40 hands-on interactive 
exhibits. Tour the Col. James 
M. Schoonmaker Museum 
Ship and the Museum 
Tug Ohio. With advance 
reservations, groups receive 
customized guided tours 
and discount admission to 
exhibitions.

National Museum
 of the Great Lakes
419-214-5000, ext. 206
nmgl.org

itinerary planner

The ProMedica Museum 
of Natural History, focusing 
on biodiversity, opened in 
May at the Toledo Zoo & 
Aquarium. The museum’s 
first floor begins with 
prehistoric Ohio and then 
becomes a walking tour of 
the various habitats found 
along Lake Erie after the 
ice age. The zoo is home to 
more than 10,000 individual 
animals representing over 
720 species.

Toledo Zoo & Aquarium
419-385-5721, ext. 6001
toledozoo.org

Toledo Botanical 
Garden offers more 
than 60 acres of display 
gardens and relevant plant 
collections. Gardeners spot 
ideas they can incorporate 
into their home gardens. 
Art lovers are inspired by 
the Artisan Village and 
original sculptures located 
throughout the garden. The 
garden is part of Metroparks 
Toledo; admission is free.

Toledo Botanical Garden
419-270-7500
metroparkstoledo.com

Toledo Museum of 
Art’s American glass 
holdings rank among 
the principal collections 
in the field. In the early 
1900s, glass industrialist 
Edward Drummond Libbey 
spearheaded the initiative 
to improve the education 
of local craftsmen and 
designers by assembling a 
model glass collection. The 
award-winning Glass Pavilion 
houses the museum’s 
renowned glass collection.

Toledo Museum of Art
419-255-8000
toledomuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Destination Toledo, Toledo Museum of Art, Metroparks Toledo, Toledo Zoo & Aquarium, National Museum of the Great Lakes

DISCOVER EXPLORE ENJOY VIEW
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Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for all the group tour offerings 
and information. Please allow at least two hours for your visit.

IF YOU HAVEN’ T   BEEN
IN AMISH COUNTRY

VOTED BEST
DESTINATION

you simply haven’t been! 
LATELY,TO

LEHMANS.COM    
800.438.5346

«

Shop thousands of new products and tour the new aspirational 
Tiny House on a Tiny Homestead only at Lehman’s - For a simpler life.

Lehman’s new 
t-shirts are here! 

travelTUSC.com
800-527-3387

Celebrate 
the Season 

in 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio

J. E. Reeves Victorian Home and Carriage House Museum

Warther Museum showcases genius 
The Ernest Warther Museum and 

Gardens in Dover presents the life and 
work of Warther, a master carver.

The museum property is the home of 
the artist and his studio as it was. Galler-
ies showcase over 100 of his works. 

Ernest “Mooney” Warther captured 
the evolution of the steam engine by 
hand-sculpting intricate ebony, ivory and 
walnut engines. Guided tours take groups 
through not just priceless masterpieces 
but also through his inspiring life. 

“Visitors see the life of a young man 
with many odds stacked against him and 
how he overcame those obstacles to cre-
ate a wonderful life for his family,” said 
Kristen Moreland, assistant director.

An expansion project will result in a 
new gift shop and group tour space for 
on-site meals and make-and-take cre-
ations. Groups will have a spacious and 
beautiful new area to enjoy full-course 
catered meals before or after touring the 
museum, Moreland said. The museum 
offers breakfast, lunch or dinner on-site.

The group tour space will allow for 
new hands-on experiences like creating 
button cards, just like Frieda Warther 
did, as well as a wide array of projects 
the Warther family completed. 

Moreland added the museum is open 
to any type of theme or suggestions 
for group tours like receptions, teas or 
1920s-themed parties.

“The Ernest Warther Museum & 
Gardens is unique in the fact that we are 

one of the few museums in the world that 
is actually home to the artist's studio space 
with the source of inspiration, family 
home and complete collection of works,” 
Moreland said. “The art in itself is remark-
able but the guided tour taking people 
through the strifes and triumphs of this 
man's life is what makes the artist come to 
life, even over 40 years after his death. And 
people continue to come back because 
they enjoy the museum and sharing the 
experience with people close to them.”

The museum hosts events and 
festivals throughout the year. Its biggest 
festival is the Christmas Tree Festival, 
which is always held the full week before 
Thanksgiving. Dates for the 2020 festival 
are Nov. 14–22.  n

The Ernest Warther Museum & Gardens
330-505-6003
warthermuseum.com

The Ernest Warther Museum & Gardens



The Ernest Warther 
Museum & Gardens

Dover, Ohio 
Experience the passionate and 

inspirational life of one of the most 
unique artists, Ernest “Mooney” 
Warther who hand-sculpted the 
evolution of the steam engine out of 
ebony, ivory, and walnut. We invite 
you to explore the home, studio, and 
works of an exceptional artist, genius, 
and inventor.

331 Karl Ave., Dover, Ohio 44622
330-485-3891
kristen@thewarthermuseum.com
warthermuseum.com

The 
Wallhouse Hotel

Walnut Creek, Ohio 
Nestled in the picturesque back-

drop of Ohio’s Amish Country, The 
Wallhouse Hotel is an upscale, mod-
ern-style hotel with a crisp, refreshing 
decor. Our commitment is to offer a 
hotel that you’ll want to return to again 
and again by providing immaculate 
rooms, engaging spaces, and un-
matched personal service. Now part of 
the Choice Hotels Ascend Collection.

2870 Cove Lane
Walnut Creek, Ohio 44687
330-852-6105
wallhousehotels.com

Amish country and so much 
more! Come experience the 
simple life in Holmes County, 
Ohio, home of the world’s 
largest Amish Community.
Explore the farms, backroads 
and heritage attractions that 
make up the region’s story. 

Also, enjoy world-class 
museums, a wine & brew trail, 
shopping from local crafts 
and foods to modern fashion, 
multiple theater experiences 
and soft adventure. Our loca-
tion — two hours or less from 
Cleveland, Columbus and 
Pittsburg and less than five 
hours from The Ark Encoun-
ter makes our destination a 

convenient stop for the day 
or for a multi-day adventure!

New experiences include: 
The Age of Steam Museum 
now open to public group 
tours! The facility houses 
one of the largest private 
collections of historic steam 
engines in the world as well 
as fully-functioning steam 
engine shop. 

The Ohio Star Theater at 
Dutch Valley is offering the 
following 2020 Shows: Josiah 
for President, A Simple Sanc-
tuary and The Christmas Tree 
Ship. 

The Amish Country Theater 
and Berlin Encore Hotel will 

be hosting new variety shows 
as well as concerts and more 
in 2020. 

The three-day Mt. Hope 
Quilt Festival is becoming a 
signature event every fall and 
is motorcoach friendly!

Several professional re-
ceptive operators and step-
on-guides provide excellent 
backroads tours, dinner at 
Amish farms, visits to cottage 
industries located in Amish 
homes and full-service tour 
planning. Tours can be cus-
tomized for every group! Visit 
visitamishcountry.com or call 
330-674-3975 to receive the 
2020 Tour Planner!

 Experience More in 
Ohio Amish Country
Enjoy traditional Amish experiences, wholesome 
entertainment, culinary delights and one-of-a-kind 
museums. So much to do you have to stay that extra day! 

 330-674-3975       visitamishcountry.com

Dutchman Hospitality
Restaurants, Shops & Inns

Sugarcreek, Ohio 
At Ohio Star Theater, groups enjoy 

uplifting, wholesome entertainment 
in the heart of Ohio’s Amish country! 
PLUS, add an “Amish Kitchen Cooking” 
meal at Dutch Valley Restaurant, and 
a night’s stay filled with peace and 
comfort at Carlisle Inn — all with one 
phone call.
 
Nick Harding
330-204-2956
ndharding@OhioStarTheater.com
OhioStarTheater.com

Wayne County, 
Ohio 

Spend the day in Amish Country 
and the evening at the opera. Taste 
Wayne County’s home-grown wine 
and see lasers cut inspirational mes-
sages. Drive through a beautiful arbo-
retum and peruse over 350 varieties 
of jams and jellies.    

800-362-6474
wccvb.com

Berlin Grande 
Hotel

Berlin, Ohio 
Located in the heart of Ohio’s 

Amish Country — Berlin, Ohio — the 
Berlin Grande Hotel features 102 
well-appointed guest rooms. Indulge 
in a luxurious upscale hotel offering 
a hot breakfast, indoor saltwater 
pool, free Wi-Fi and easy accessible 
parking. Experience warm smiles and 
a beautiful boutique hotel. Let us host 
your group in our comfortable hotel.

4787 Twp Rd 366, Berlin, Ohio 44610
330-403-3050
berlingrandehotel.com

Lehman’s
Kidron, Ohio 

Lehman’s offers creative solutions 
that stand for a simpler life — cook-
ing, gardening, heating with wood, 
non-electric lighting, toys and more. 
Shop thousands of products that are 
understandable and sustainable. At-
tend family fun events and workshops 
that are comforting and satisfying.  
Store Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.

Lehmans.com
info@lehmans.com
800-438-5346

SPONSORED CONTENT SPONSORED CONTENT
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The Ernest Warther 
Museum & Gardens

Dover, Ohio 
Experience the passionate and 

inspirational life of one of the most 
unique artists, Ernest “Mooney” 
Warther who hand-sculpted the 
evolution of the steam engine out of 
ebony, ivory, and walnut. We invite 
you to explore the home, studio, and 
works of an exceptional artist, genius, 
and inventor.

331 Karl Ave., Dover, Ohio 44622
330-485-3891
kristen@thewarthermuseum.com
warthermuseum.com

The 
Wallhouse Hotel

Walnut Creek, Ohio 
Nestled in the picturesque back-

drop of Ohio’s Amish Country, The 
Wallhouse Hotel is an upscale, mod-
ern-style hotel with a crisp, refreshing 
decor. Our commitment is to offer a 
hotel that you’ll want to return to again 
and again by providing immaculate 
rooms, engaging spaces, and un-
matched personal service. Now part of 
the Choice Hotels Ascend Collection.

2870 Cove Lane
Walnut Creek, Ohio 44687
330-852-6105
wallhousehotels.com

Amish country and so much 
more! Come experience the 
simple life in Holmes County, 
Ohio, home of the world’s 
largest Amish Community.
Explore the farms, backroads 
and heritage attractions that 
make up the region’s story. 

Also, enjoy world-class 
museums, a wine & brew trail, 
shopping from local crafts 
and foods to modern fashion, 
multiple theater experiences 
and soft adventure. Our loca-
tion — two hours or less from 
Cleveland, Columbus and 
Pittsburg and less than five 
hours from The Ark Encoun-
ter makes our destination a 

convenient stop for the day 
or for a multi-day adventure!

New experiences include: 
The Age of Steam Museum 
now open to public group 
tours! The facility houses 
one of the largest private 
collections of historic steam 
engines in the world as well 
as fully-functioning steam 
engine shop. 

The Ohio Star Theater at 
Dutch Valley is offering the 
following 2020 Shows: Josiah 
for President, A Simple Sanc-
tuary and The Christmas Tree 
Ship. 

The Amish Country Theater 
and Berlin Encore Hotel will 

be hosting new variety shows 
as well as concerts and more 
in 2020. 

The three-day Mt. Hope 
Quilt Festival is becoming a 
signature event every fall and 
is motorcoach friendly!

Several professional re-
ceptive operators and step-
on-guides provide excellent 
backroads tours, dinner at 
Amish farms, visits to cottage 
industries located in Amish 
homes and full-service tour 
planning. Tours can be cus-
tomized for every group! Visit 
visitamishcountry.com or call 
330-674-3975 to receive the 
2020 Tour Planner!

 Experience More in 
Ohio Amish Country
Enjoy traditional Amish experiences, wholesome 
entertainment, culinary delights and one-of-a-kind 
museums. So much to do you have to stay that extra day! 

 330-674-3975       visitamishcountry.com

Dutchman Hospitality
Restaurants, Shops & Inns

Sugarcreek, Ohio 
At Ohio Star Theater, groups enjoy 

uplifting, wholesome entertainment 
in the heart of Ohio’s Amish country! 
PLUS, add an “Amish Kitchen Cooking” 
meal at Dutch Valley Restaurant, and 
a night’s stay filled with peace and 
comfort at Carlisle Inn — all with one 
phone call.
 
Nick Harding
330-204-2956
ndharding@OhioStarTheater.com
OhioStarTheater.com

Wayne County, 
Ohio 

Spend the day in Amish Country 
and the evening at the opera. Taste 
Wayne County’s home-grown wine 
and see lasers cut inspirational mes-
sages. Drive through a beautiful arbo-
retum and peruse over 350 varieties 
of jams and jellies.    

800-362-6474
wccvb.com

Berlin Grande 
Hotel

Berlin, Ohio 
Located in the heart of Ohio’s 

Amish Country — Berlin, Ohio — the 
Berlin Grande Hotel features 102 
well-appointed guest rooms. Indulge 
in a luxurious upscale hotel offering 
a hot breakfast, indoor saltwater 
pool, free Wi-Fi and easy accessible 
parking. Experience warm smiles and 
a beautiful boutique hotel. Let us host 
your group in our comfortable hotel.

4787 Twp Rd 366, Berlin, Ohio 44610
330-403-3050
berlingrandehotel.com

Lehman’s
Kidron, Ohio 

Lehman’s offers creative solutions 
that stand for a simpler life — cook-
ing, gardening, heating with wood, 
non-electric lighting, toys and more. 
Shop thousands of products that are 
understandable and sustainable. At-
tend family fun events and workshops 
that are comforting and satisfying.  
Store Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.

Lehmans.com
info@lehmans.com
800-438-5346
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Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing.
Choose from a variety of guided tours and hands-on experiences, including 

a visit to the newly opened National Veterans Memorial and Museum. For your 
group’s next memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com/tours.

Experience_Columbus-Group_Tour_Ad_8.375x10.75-NE_MW.indd   1 10/16/2019   8:41:27 AM

G r e a t e r  A D V E N T U R E .  G r e a t e r  P a r k e r s b u r g .

Learn more at GreaterParkersburg.com

Henderson Hall Tours
See this impressive 17-room pre-Civil War mansion and 
its legacy of treasures to the Victorian and Edwardian 
eras. NEW! Book a sternwheel and trolley ride as part 
of your tour. Open Tues.-Sun.12-5 p.m. March-Dec.

www.fpconservatory.org VisitGahanna.com

Lehman’s stands for a simpler life
Lehman’s, a family-owned and -oper-

ated store in Ohio’s Amish Country, 
helps people lead a simpler life. 

Located in Kidron, Lehman’s is full of 
simple products that simply work.

The store values locally- and USA-
made products and stocks low-tech items 

and reliable, non-electrical products.
“With over 35,000 square feet of shop-

ping and a museum-quality display of 
antiques, Lehman’s will entertain you for 
hours,” said Glenda Lehman Ervin, vice 
president of marketing. “Schedule a lunch 
in the Cast Iron Café, a make-it-and-

take-it craft or a simple 
step-on tour. Lehman’s is 
a great destination for all 
ages.”

From cast-iron 
Dutch ovens to goat’s 
milk soap and Amish-
made items to corn 
house brooms, groups 
will find it all at 
Lehman’s.

The store’s simple-
life theme means being 
devoted to four main 
principles: satisfying, 

understandable, sustainable and com-
forting.

Lehman Ervin recommends opera-
tors allow two hours for their groups to 
explore the store and café. The store is 
handicapped accessible, with benches 
located throughout.

A tip for group visitors shopping in 
Lehman’s is to look up. Thousands of 
museum-quality antiques are displayed 
throughout the store, many of which are 
located on shelving above the products.

Another tip: snap photos. The store’s 
Photo Op Spots include an authentic 
Amish Buggy, vintage phone booth and 
pre-Civil War-era jail.

Lehman’s offers group tours a three-
minute step-on greeting that needs to 
be scheduled in advance. One guest will 
win a special prize.

The store is happy to provide a box 
of Lehman catalogs for the operator to 
hand out to guests as they return to the 
motorcoach.

Free shipping is available on orders 
of $100 or more. 

There is ample free motorcoach 
parking.

The driver and escort receive a free 
meal at Lehman’s Cast Iron Café. n

Lehman’s 
800-438-5346
lehmans.com/kidron_store_bus_tours

Lehman’s
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Cleveland  
History Center 
   Discover the extraor-
dinary stories waiting 
for you at the Cleve-
land History Center. 
The interactive exhibits 
showcase the evolution 
of Northeast Ohio using the Western Reserve Historical Soci-
ety’s extensive collections. Cleveland Starts Here®, Cleveland 
starts with you! 
216-721-5722, ext. 1502  |  hcgroupsales@wrhs.org   |  bit.ly/2VmEKGf

Maltz Museum  
of Jewish  
Heritage 
The Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage 
introduces visitors to 
the beauty and diversity 
of Jewish history and culture in the context of the American 
experience. The Museum builds bridges of inquiry and 
appreciation between people of diverse backgrounds, serving 
as an educational resource for Northeast Ohio. 
216-593-0575  |  maltzmuseum.org  |  shammer@mmjh.org

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:
Jane Tougouma, CTIS, CSTP | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org

GROUPS OFTEN HAVE THE SAME 
RESPONSE TO CLEVELAND.

They come back.

Join in at ThisisCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

ohio

Start planning a ROCK STAR EXPERIENCE for your group today by contacting 216-515-1228 or sales@rockhall.org

You’ve got the group, now you can be a band. Live out your 
rock star dreams by learning to play real instruments or 
jamming together in our newest interactive space. Turn up 
your trip to 11 when you visit the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

ALL NEW – Interactive Jam Space

It’s your turn to play 

Explore goodness at West Side Market
The freshest selection of foods plus 

unique architecture equals the West Side 
Market in Cleveland. 

Opened in 1912, the West Side Mar-
ket is one of the largest indoor-outdoor 
markets in the United States. 

More than 100 vendors offer fresh 
meats, cheese, poultry, seafood, fruits 
and vegetables, baked goods, spices, eth-
nic specialties, prepared foods and flow-
ers. The shopping experience is nearly 
unchanged since the market opened. 

Cleveland’s oldest continuously-
operating, municipally-owned market 
is an anchor in the historic Ohio City 
neighborhood. 

West Side Market was one of three 
public markets in Cleveland that includ-
ed the Broadway Market and the Central 
Market. All three served Cleveland’s 
growing immigrant population in the 
early years of the 20th century. Only the 

West Side Market remains. 
Local architects W. Dominick Benes 

and Benjamin Hubbell designed the 
market. Construction began in 1908, 
the cornerstone was laid in 1910 and the 
market opened on Oct. 31, 1912.

A balcony in the massive 241-foot by 
124-foot structure gives visitors a good 
look at the 44-foot high Guastavino tile 
vaulted ceiling. 

Seth Thomas Clock Company de-
signed and manufactured the clock in 
the market’s 137-foot clock tower. 

Operators are asked to make ar-
rangements with the Market Office to 
book a tour. The number of tours taking 
place in one day is limited. Guided tours 
are not offered at this time. The market 
office asks all tour participants to respect 
that the market is first and foremost a 
place of business. n

West Side Market
216-664-3387
westsidemarket.org

GTM/David Hoekman
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800.447.8201  youngstownlive.com

Ideal Northeast Ohio location 
midway between New York & 
Chicago, Cleveland & Pittsburgh  

about FREE step-on guide service.

You’ll Love
Our Tours

Contact Us

Miracle on Easy Street
Easy Street Productions

The Butler Institute
 of American Art

Memories of Christmas Past
Arms Family Museum

Cincinnati Art Museum
plans 2020 exhibits

The Cincinnati Art Museum offers 
several new exhibitions for 2020.

On view through April 12, 2020, is 
“Women Breaking Boundaries.” The ex-
hibit highlights artworks from across the 
museum’s permanent collection, most 
of which were created by self-identified 
female artists from the 17th century to 
today. The exhibition explores how these 
artists challenged the norm in an art 
world historically dominated by men. 

“Gorham Silver: Designing Bril-
liance 1850–1970” runs from March 13 
to June 7, 2020. This ticketed exhibition 
of exceptional silver and mixed-metal 
wares casts new light on the legacy of 
Gorham and reflects its artistry, inno-
vation and technology. 

“One Each: Still Lifes by Pissarro, Cé-
zanne, Manet & Friends” is scheduled to 

be on view from May 15 to Aug. 9, 2020. 
This one-gallery exhibition features stil-
life paintings by five French painters, all 
created in the mid-1860s. 

“Paintings, Politics and the Monu-
ments Men: The Berlin Masterpieces” 
is set for June 26 to Sept. 6, 2020. The 
exhibition focuses on the fate of 202 of 
the finest European paintings from the 
Berlin State Museums that traveled to the 
United States in 1945 and were exhibited 
at the National Gallery of Art and 13 
other museums across the country in 
1948–49 before returning to Germany. 

The exhibition addresses Nazi expro-
priation of artworks during the war, and 
it explains the role of “Monuments Man” 
Walter Farmer, a voice of conscience 
who protested the paintings’ export 
from Germany, and was later a support-

er of the arts in the Cincinnati region.
“Hank Willis Thomas: All Things 

Being Equal…” is the first major survey 
of the work of one of America’s most im-
portant conceptual artists, Hank Willis 
Thomas. The exhibition is scheduled for 
July 10–Oct. 11, 2020. n

Cincinnati Art Museum
513-639-2975
cincinnatiartmuseum.org

RISD Museum

Fruit stand, ‘Gorham Silver’ exhibit
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Wisconsin
Madison

From the Wisconsin State Capitol to the University of Wisconsin-
Madison campus, Madison offers memorable group tours.

Thanks to Destination Madison’s Essential Madison 
Experiences — immersive adventures that go beyond sightseeing 
— groups are able to discover the authentic Madison. 

For instance, sample classic cocktails. Or taste variations of 
America’s favorite condiment at the National Mustard Museum.

“Madison continues to invest in immersive, engaging and 
authentic-to-Madison experiences,” said Janine Wachter, 
director of convention and event services at Destination 
Madison. “From local culture, spectacular gardens, Sassy 
Cows and glistening lakes to supper club traditions, art and 
more, our Essential Madison Experiences create lasting 
memories for group tour participants.”

Destination Madison
608-255-2537
visitmadison.com

At Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, book a Garden 
to Glass: Totally Tropical 
(October through May, indoor) 
experience  or Garden to 
Glass: Iconic Olbrich (June 
through September, outdoor) 
experience. These guided 
sensory tours of Olbrich’s 
award-winning garden spaces 
and plant collections include 
a botanically-inspired cocktail. 
Learn about the gardens’ 
stories, people and plants.

Olbrich Botanical Gardens
608-243-0156
olbrich.org

itinerary planner

Head to the National 
Mustard Museum for the 
Mustard Bites program. 
Take a whirlwind adventure 
through the surprising world 
of mustard at the one-
of-a-kind museum. Nine 
delicious, locally-sourced 
bites introduce groups to 
a new side of the classic 
condiment. Learn the five 
fantastic flavors that create 
unique combinations. See a 
live cooking demonstration.

National Mustard Museum
608-831-2222
mustardmuseum.com

Discover the magic of the 
supper club with a tasting of 
Wisconsin classics at Bitters 
Boot Camp at Avenue 
Club and the Bubble Up 
Bar. Learn about the Old-
Fashioned cocktail, savor 
a flight of drinks and create 
personalized bitters, a key 
Old-Fashioned ingredient. 
Then, devise a personalized 
Old-Fashioned recipe.

Avenue Club and the         
 Bubble Up Bar
608-257-6877
avenueclubmadison.com

Head to Chazen Museum 
of Art, a division of the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison and home to the 
second-largest collection of 
art in Wisconsin. Docents 
guide groups through 
exhibitions. The Whistlestop 
Tour of the permanent 
collections is generally 
offered to adult groups. But 
other approaches can be 
discussed with the curator of 
education. 

Chazen Museum of Art
608-263-2246
chazen.wisc.edu

Focal Flame Photography

DISCOVER TASTE SIP VIEW
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From Profound  
to Playful

Whether you’re looking 
for art, architecture, or 
hands-on activities, we 
have tours perfect for 
every group. mam.org/tours

Discover culture and history through 
stories and interactive exhibits that 
celebrate expression, camaraderie  
and love for the sport.

TAKE A TOUR THROUGH  

AMERICAN  
CULTURE

EXHIBITS • TOURS • EVENTS • SHOP • MOTOR® Bar & Restaurant
©2019 H-D or its affiliates. HARLEY-DAVIDSON, HARLEY, H-D, and the  Bar and Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

Plan your visit at H-DMUSEUM.COM

191319 Group Tour Media_NE/MW Ad 7.25x2.25_2.indd   1 10/15/19   4:33 PM

All �is and More...
Racine County, Wisconsin, 
located on beautiful Lake 
Michigan, o�ers cultural, 
historical and entertaining 
attractions for your group 
tour.

Contact Eileen Arnold at 
Real Racine, 262-884-6407. 

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com 
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

SUPERB MUSICALS 
MEMORABLE DINING 
SPECTACULAR SHOPS 
FABULOUS SERVICE

wisconsin

• Botanical Gardens
• Historic Homes
• Worlds Largest 
Pheasant Farm

• Industry Tours

Sweet!

© 2020 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane

Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522

Store Hours 9am-5pm

Tours & Interactive 
Exhibits Daily 9am–4pm

TRiO impresses on three levels
Three levels of food, drink and enter-

tainment equals TRiO, a new venue on 
Old World Third Street in the heart of 
downtown Milwaukee.

Within walking distance are boat 
tours, shopping, theaters, museums and 
the new Fiserv Forum.

TRiO is located in a structure built 
in 1894 as a four-story building. By 
1952, fires had done enough damage 
to take out the third and fourth floors. 
The third floor was rebuilt in 2015–16 
to provide a modern, glass-enclosed 
event space with an outdoor patio over-
looking Old World Third Street and the 
Milwaukee River. There’s a great view of 
the Milwaukee skyline.  

Co-owner Susanne Mayer said the sec-
ond floor is a full-on entertainment space. 
Groups have a chance to play a few rounds 
of table tennis, arcade games or just enjoy 
people-watching in a more relaxed atmo-
sphere while eating and drinking.

The restaurant is located on the first 
floor. In summer, the wall of windows in 
front opens out onto the sidewalk and 
offers an indoor-outdoor feel. 

A chef-crafted, locally sourced 
American menu is offered. Groups 
have many choices: from a becoming-
famous Cubano sandwich to Chicken 
Lemone or Penne Pomodoro (and lots 
in between). Sides and desserts from 
cheesecake bites to mousse shooters fin-
ish the meal.

“TRiO offers a unique experience 

not found everywhere,” Mayer said. 
“Whether relaxing on our patio taking 
in a very historic area of Milwaukee or 
‘exercising’ over a pingpong battle, we 
can offer groups a time they will enjoy 
heartily. We pride ourselves on service 
and quality and offering that unique 
Milwaukee experience.”

Mayer said groups enjoy the enter-
tainment factor, which distinguishes 
TRiO from many places. 

“Our three floors offer a variety of 
experiences depending on the needs of 
the group,” she said. “The food is good, 
and the service is caring and attentive.”

A couple of vendors can provide 
extra entertainment depending on a 
group’s needs and/or budget. The venue’s 
pingpong pro can do tournaments of all 
kinds to get a crowd relaxed and enjoying 
themselves. And TRiO can provide other 
entertainment from trivia to gaming. n

TRiO
414-800-6240
trio1023.com

TRiO 
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Connecticut
New Britain

New Britain is located halfway between New York City and 
Boston, Massachusetts.

Settled in 1687, New Britain was part of the town of 
Farmington until it separated and was incorporated as a new 
parish under the name New Britain Society in 1754.

New Britain has long been known as “The Hardware City,” 
thanks to manufacturing companies like The Stanley Works, 
American Hardware, Fafnir Bearing and Corbin Russwin that 
called New Britain home. 

In 2017, New Britain embarked on a branding and marketing 
campaign to highlight the positive changes taking place in the city. 
“Experience The NEW” became the city slogan and serves as a 
welcome to visitors to discover all that is “new” about New Britain.

Greater New Britain Chamber of Commerce
visitnewbritainct.com

New Britain Historic 
Walking Trail involves 
three urban trails. There’s 
the 1-mile Gold Loop, the 
1½-mile Green Loop and the 
1½-mile Red Loop. Signs 
give walkers information 
about some of the city’s 
greatest achievements, its 
most distinguished citizens, 
its most significant memorials 
and its most captivating art 
and architecture. 

New Britain Historic 
 Walking Trail
historicnb.org

itinerary planner

New Britain Museum of 
American Art’s collection 
of American works of art 
includes oil paintings, 
drawings, prints, sculptures, 
photographs and illustrations. 
The museum houses a fine 
selection of Colonial and 
Federal portraits. Guided 
tours are available. A bus 
tour program includes a self-
guided tour, box lunch and 
discount at the museum shop.

New Britain Museum
 of American Art
860-229-0257, ext. 235
nbmaa.org

Walnut Hill Park is New 
Britain’s oldest and most 
celebrated park. Renowned 
park architects Frederick Law 
Olmsted and Calvin Vaux 
designed the park in the 
mid-19th century. A mile-long 
loop draws people to the 
98-acre park, which has a 
landmark band shell where 
summer concerts are held, 
as well as celebrated rose 
gardens.

Walnut Hill Park
860-826-3360
newbritainct.gov

New Britain’s minor 
league baseball team, the 
New Britain Bees, play 
in the summer at the New 
Britain Stadium in the Willow 
Brook Park Sports Complex. 
Group tickets are available. 
The Bees are members 
of the Atlantic League of 
Professional Baseball, 
which tests Major League 
Baseball rules and equipment 
initiatives through its exclusive 
partnership with MLB.

New Britain Bees 
860-826-2337
nbbees.com

Clockwise from top: iStock, New Britain Bees, City of New Britain, Public Domain, Connecticut Main Street Center

STROLL SEE VISIT ENJOY
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BEST Family Attraction
in New England

– Yankee Magazine

TOP 25 Aquarium in the U.S.
– TripAdvisor

BEST Family Travel Destination in CT
– Readers Digest

MaritimeAquarium.org 
10 North Water St., Norwalk, CT 06854 Exits 14n or 15s off I-95 in historic Norwalk CT

Easy on & off from I-95 in southwestern Connecticut.
Discounted group pricing includes a spectacular IMAX® movie.

A selection of excellent restaurants all an easy walk away. Convenient nearby bus parking.

Just saying ...

Past comes alive at The Shore Line Trolley Museum
The Shore Line Trolley is the oldest 

continuously running suburban trolley 
line in the United States. 

When passenger service was discon-
tinued in 1947 after 47 years, The Shore 
Line Trolley Museum in East Haven im-
mediately assumed operation of the line. 

The museum, which was founded in 
1945 to preserve the unique heritage of 
trolley cars, now boasts a collection of 
nearly 100 vintage vehicles as well as arti-
facts and documents from the trolley era. 

The Shore Line Trolley Museum 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as the Branford Electric 
Railway Historic District.  

Trolleys were an important part of 
life in Connecticut from the late 1800s 
through the mid-20th century. Before 
families owned a car, the trolley gave 
them an affordable, convenient way to 
travel around town and between towns, 
creating many suburban communities.  

Enjoy an authentic living experience 
riding historic, restored trolleys through 
picturesque surroundings. A group visit 
includes three separate experiences. Ride 
on a restored historic trolley for a 3-mile 
leisurely trip through the scenic Branford 
salt marshes near the Long Island Sound. 
Then, learn more about the origins of 
the trolley cars in Connecticut. Lastly, 
tour the museum, which features exhibit 
rooms and trolleys on display — sharing 
the importance of the trolley in shaping 
America’s development. 

Perfect for groups, the historic 
“party” trolley car No. 1602 is available 
for special events. The trip includes a 
personal trolley car and a uniformed 
tour guide-trolley operator. 

 Advance reservations are required 
for group rates. The museum is open 

Tuesday through Sunday from Memo-
rial Day weekend through Labor Day 
weekend. n

The Shore Line Trolley Museum
203-467-6927
shorelinetrolley.org

The Shore Line Trolley Museum
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Make a great impression
at Weir Farm National Historic Site 

The 68-acre Weir Farm National 
Historic Site in Wilton preserves the life 
and work of Julian Alden Weir, a leading 
American impressionist painter. 

Weir’s home, studios and landscape 
remain largely intact and continue to be 
a source of inspiration to everyone who 

visits. Set amid painterly woods, fields 
and waterways, guests will soon see why 
Weir described his home as the “Great 
Good Place.” Three generations of artist 
families occupied this historic home. 

Built in the 1780s, the home was first 
occupied by the Weirs in 1882 and has 
been restored to around 1940. 

Other artists who stayed at the site or 
lived there include Childe Hassam, Emil 
Carlsen and Albert Pinkham Ryder. To-
gether, they created masterpieces of light 
and color on canvas that came to define 
American Impressionism.

J. Alden Weir's studio at Weir Farm 
maintains ongoing artist-in-residence 
programs and the Take Part in Art 
program, where visitors can create their 
own works on-site. 

“Weir Farm National Historic Site 
is the only national park dedicated to 
American painting, and was the home of 

Julian Alden Weir, the beloved impres-
sionist painter,” said Amanda Lord, park 
ranger. “Group tours will be enchanted 
by the rural landscape that has inspired 
artists for over 130 years. Groups can 
visit the historic house and restored artist 
studios, take a gentle walk through the 
forest, stroll in the gardens and use our 
art supplies to create a lovely work of art.” 

Group house tours are offered May 
through October, Wednesday through 
Sunday at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 2 p.m., and 
3 p.m. Tours are about 30 minutes in 
length, and tour size is limited to 12 visi-
tors. Advance reservations are required. 
Grounds are open daily from sunrise to 
sunset, year-round. The site is wheel-
chair accessible. Parking is limited. n

Weir Farm National Historic Site 
203-834-1896, ext. 11
nps.gov/wefa

NPS
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Delaware
New Castle

With its cobblestone streets and tidy townhouses, New 
Castle is something of a time capsule.

Dutch settlers founded New Castle along the Delaware River 
in the 1650s.

William Penn first landed in the New World in New Castle in 
October 1682. Four signers of the Declaration of Independence 
— George Read, Thomas McKean, George Ross and Francis 
Hopkinson — once lived in the city.

“Exploring the streets and historic buildings of New Castle 
is a trip back in time through Delaware’s Colonial era,” said Liz 
Keller, Delaware Tourism director. “Visiting the area connects 
you to the past while surrounding you with all the modern fun, 
attractions and amenities you could want — from high-end 
shopping to luxury hotels.”

Delaware Tourism
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com

New Castle Court 
House Museum is where, 
in 1776, Delaware declared 
its independence from both 
Pennsylvania and England. 
Guided tours and exhibitions 
highlight Delaware’s courts 
and assembly, social, 
cultural, archaeological and 
Underground Railroad history. 
The museum is one of 
seven sites in the First State 
National Historical Park.

New Castle Court
 House Museum
302-323-4453
history.delaware.gov

itinerary planner

Stewart’s Brewing 
Company in Bear was 
New Castle County’s first 
brewpub. Established in 
1995, Stewart’s has a full-
service restaurant and bar. It 
blends the classic American 
pub with its brewery and flare 
for exotic food, such as wild 
game and continental cuisine. 
Check out the Delaware on 
Tap mobile app.

Stewart’s Brewing 
 Company
302-836-2739
stewartsbrewing
 company.com

Christiana Mall in 
Newark is easily accessible 
from Interstate 95. Delaware’s 
largest mall offers over 140 
stores and restaurants — 
including Apple, Nordstrom 
and The Cheesecake Factory 
— and a 17-screen Cinemark 
theater. Group travelers enjoy 
tax-free shopping and special 
offers. Christiana Mall attracts 
more than 20 million visitors 
annually.

Christiana Mall
302-731-9815
christianamall.com

Hilton Wilmington/
Christiana in Newark, just 
off Interstate 95, is 6 miles 
from New Castle. Experience 
almost four centuries of New 
Castle life, including the 
world of the Dutch colonists, 
revolutionary leaders and 
19th-century Americans. The 
reimagined hotel offers the 
Market Kitchen & Bar, 14 
modern venue spaces and 
272 renovated guest rooms.

Hilton Wilmington
 /Christiana
302-454-1500
hiltonchristiana.com

Clockwise from top: VisitDelaware.com, Hotel Wilmington/Christiana, VisitDelaware.com (2), NPS

TOUR TASTE SHOP STAY
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C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.
Plan your next group tour and earn prizes with the Delaware Motorcoach Rewards Program! 

To learn more contact, Tina.Madanat@delaware.gov. 

Go back in time at Greenbank Mills & Philips Farm
Discover what life was like in 

rural Delaware in the 19th century at 
Greenbank Mills & Philips Farm in 
Wilmington. 

The history-come-to-life complex 
explores the industrial, agricultural and 
social history of the Red Clay Valley. 

The fully-restored compound includes a 
gristmill, woolen factory, water system, 
miller’s house and gardens, barn, out-
buildings, and farm and native woodland.  

The original Swede’s Mill was built in 
1677, while the present mill began op-
erating in the 1760s. The Robert Philips 

Home and Farm was built in 1794. 
Considered a living history museum, 

the venue offers tours and programs 
that focus on daily life in the 18th and 
19th centuries in America. A tour of the 
grounds features docents dressed in period 
clothing that make history come alive. 

Visitors will be fascinated with the 
site’s innovative water system and see a 
re-creation of the milling process that 
revolutionized the milling industry. 

“One of the more interesting fea-
tures at the site is our herd of heritage 
sheep,” said Stacie Maheurin, director 
of Greenbank Mills & Philips Farm. 
“Guests will learn more about our 
heritage breeding program that has 
preserved the Leicester Longwools and 
Delaine Merino sheep. Two centuries 
ago, they were a favorite sheep of wool 
producers, but they were replaced by 
other breeds. These heritage animals 
are now part of a ‘living collection’ and 
their numbers are growing.” 

The site also offers live demonstra-
tions of sheep-shearing, dying, spinning 
and weaving cloth. Visitors can see how 
people made cloth and dyed it with 
vegetables from their gardens. 

Greenbank Mills & Phillips Farm 
is open year-round by reservation for 
groups. n

Greenbank Mills & Philips Farm
302-999-9001
greenbankmill.com 
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Maine
Lewiston/Auburn

In May, the sister cities of Lewiston/Auburn came together 
to create the L/A Franco Trail. The trail includes a walking tour 
through the area’s French heritage with the creation of a paper 
map, a website and a free smartphone app. 

A motorcoach route has been introduced, and it covers 18 
group-friendly attractions and restaurants. 

“The community has worked hard to offer visitors an 
experience filled with history, culture and nostalgia,” said Chiara 
Moriconi, group tour contact at the Maine Office of Tourism. “It 
is amazing to see how Lewiston and Auburn built and expanded 
upon what they already had. The L/A Franco Trail is a veritable 
group destination.”

Here are four trail sites.

L/A Franco Trail
francotrailla.com

Head to Museum L-A 
in the Bates Mill Complex 
in Lewiston. The permanent 
exhibit at Museum L-A 
focuses on the textile, shoe 
and brick-making industries 
of the Lewiston-Auburn area. 
Canals and water power, 
immigration and culture in a 
changing cityscape also are 
explored. The museum will 
eventually move to the former 
Camden Yarns Mill, one of 
the city’s first cotton mills.

Museum L-A 
207-333-3881
museumla.org

itinerary planner

Go to the Basilica of 
Saints Peter and Paul in 
Lewiston. Founded in 1870, 
Saints Peter and Paul is the 
oldest parish for French-
speaking Roman Catholics 
in the Diocese of Portland. 
These French Canadians 
immigrated south in the 
mid-19th century to look 
for work in the Lewiston 
mills. The church celebrated 
the conferral of the title of 
basilica in 2005.

Basilica of Saints Peter    
 and Paul
princeofpeace.me

Baxter Brewing 
Company opened in 2010 
at the Bates Mill in Lewiston. 
Baxter Brewing Company 
is the first New England 
brewery to can all its beer, 
as it believes canning offers 
a number of consumer and 
environmental benefits. Tours 
and tastings are available. 
The Pub at Baxter offers food 
and 20 taps. 

Baxter Brewing Company
877-319-4408
baxterbrewing.com

The Gendron Franco 
Center for Heritage 
and Performing Arts 
was originally St. Mary’s 
Church, serving the 
French-Canadian Catholic 
Lewiston neighborhood 
known as Little Canada. 
The church closed in 2000, 
and the nonprofit heritage 
organization now plays host 
to musical and theatrical 
performances of all kinds.

Gendron Franco Center
207-783-1585
francocenter.org

Clockwise from top: L/A Franco Trail, Gendron Franco Center, Androscoggin Land Trust, L/A Franco Trail, Museum L-A

TOUR SEE TASTE DISCOVER
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Founded in 1962, Maine Maritime 
Museum offers both an indoor/outdoor 
museum with several options to cruise 
the Kennebec River and discover its 
amazing lighthouses. 

Open all year, this Bath campus is 
also known as  “The City of Ships,” dedi-
cated to showcasing Maine’s maritime 
heritage and culture.

The museum features exhibits 
and hands-on activities. Its “Into the 
Lantern” is a one-of-a-kind immersive 
exhibit that gives the sensation of stand-
ing at the top of a lighthouse. 

See the country’s only surviving ship-
yard where large wooden sailing vessels 
were once built. The original buildings 
provide a glimpse into the daily lives 
of the Percy & Small shipbuilders. The 
highlight of the yard is the full-size 

sculpture of the schooner Wyoming, the 
largest wooden sailing vessel built in 
North America. 

At the waterfront, step aboard the 
newly restored 1906 schooner Mary E 
to tour the vessel and learn more about 
its history. Visit the Victorian-era home 
of the Donnells, one of Bath’s many 
shipbuilding families, open seasonally 
for tours.

Groups can enjoy a cruise aboard the 
Merrymaking, which has an open upper 
and closed lower deck. Choose from 
cruises that last one to four hours and 
get a closer look at some of Maine’s most 
iconic lighthouses. 

“Maine Maritime Museum’s 20-acre 
waterfront campus provides a number 
of unique opportunities for groups to 
explore Maine’s maritime heritage, both 

on and off the water,” said Katie Spiri-
dakis, marketing and communications 
manager.

“The museum offers a variety of 
customized group tour options: from 
walking tours of our historic shipyard 
to lighthouse cruises. Golf cart service 
is available to accommodate guests 
with mobility issues, and our exhibits 
are both inside and outdoors, making 
the museum a fantastic place to visit no 
matter the weather.” 

Group rates are available for 15 or 
more with advance arrangements. Addi-
tional fees apply for cruises. Motorcoach 
parking is free. n

Maine Maritime Museum 
207-443-1316
mainemaritimemuseum.org

Drop anchor at Maine Maritime Museum Maine Maritime Museum
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Bowie, Annapolis Junction, Middle River and Baltimore

Tour operators can build an “in-the-good-old-days” itinerary 
using these ideas from the Maryland Office of Tourism.   
     Learn about the history of broadcasting, a medium which so 
dramatically shaped lives from the 1920s to today.

See the machine that decrypted the Japanese message on 
Dec. 7, 1941, and explore Maryland’s aviation and industrial history.

“Looking to relive the days of yore and remember when 
times were much simpler?” asked Rich Gilbert, travel trade 
sales manager at the Maryland Office of Tourism. “We have four 
overlooked attractions for you to explore to be reminded of the 
good old days.”

Maryland Office of Tourism
410-767-6288
visitmaryland.org/groups

At the National Capital 
Radio & Television Museum 
in Bowie, explore radio from 
Guglielmo Marconi’s earliest 
wireless telegraph to the 
primitive crystal sets of the 
1920s to the development 
of radio with pictures (aka 
television). Special group 
tours may be arranged any 
day of the week with advance 
notice. 

National Capital Radio
 & Television Museum
301-390-1020
ncrtv.org

itinerary planner

The National 
Cryptologic Museum in 
Annapolis Junction covers 
cryptologic history and the 
role that making and breaking 
codes has had in American 
and world history. See how 
messages were sent in 
the Civil War, touch a real 
working German Enigma from 
WWII and see some of the 
earliest supercomputers.

National Cryptologic 
 Museum
301-688-5849
nsa.gov/about/cryptologic-
 heritage/museum

Head to the Glenn L. 
Martin Maryland Aviation 
Museum in Middle River. The 
state has a rich aviation and 
aerospace history, much of 
it made in Middle River by 
the Glenn L. Martin Company 
(later Martin Marietta). More 
than a dozen aircraft are 
on display, including three 
built by the Glenn L. Martin 
Company.

Glenn L. Martin Maryland 
 Aviation Museum
410-682-6122
mdairmuseum.org

Baltimore Museum of 
Industry is housed in the 
historic Platt Oyster Cannery 
on a 5-acre waterfront 
campus. Exhibits explore 
the stories of Maryland’s 
industries past and present, 
and the people who created 
and worked in them. A 
guided tour engages 
participants in discussions 
and demonstrations of 
working museum artifacts.

Baltimore Museum
 of Industry
410-727-4808
thebmi.org

Clockwise from top: NSA, Baltimore Museum of Industry, Glenn L. Martin Maryland Aviation Museum, NSA, National Capital Radio & Television Museum

TOUR LEARN EXPLORE DISCOVER
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A SPECIAL COMBINATION OF CHARM WHERE  
HISTORIC BUILDINGS HOUSE HIP COCKTAIL LOUNGES. 

Experience history at Civil War battlefields and relax at  
our wineries, breweries & distilleries. Escape to picturesque 
National & State Parks. Indulge in a variety of restaurants, 
embrace our lively art scene, and buy local at dozens of 
specialty shops.  

visitfrederick.org • 800-999-3613

Connect with contemporary art at VisArts 

VisArts in Rockville offers visitors 
unique opportunities to experience 
visual arts. The nonprofit offers a variety 
of art classes and events, as well as an art 
gallery featuring four galleries of chang-
ing exhibits. Admission to the exhibi-
tions in the center is free. 

“The thread that connects ev-
erything together is that we believe 
everyone is an artist, so we just try to 

have different events, workshops or 
displays like gallery exhibitions that 
bring people together through a shared 
creative experience,” said Laura Rodini, 
VisArts marketing director. “We think 
art is a transformative thing. Actually, 
our mission statement is to transform 
individuals and communities through 
the visual arts.”

The galleries feature contemporary 

artists’ exhibitions regularly highlighted 
in the Washington Post, Rodini said. 

“These are noteworthy emerging art-
ists in our area,” she said.

The exhibits — featuring the works of 
area artists, art studio artists and artists in 
residence — change every six weeks. 

“These people are from all around 
the world who apply to be shown in 
our galleries because our curator, Susan 
Main, has grown a really fantastic kind 
of pedigree program that people want to 
be part of,” Rodini said. 

Private gallery tours can be sched-
uled, and all tours are free. Motorcoach 
parking is available in several area 
parking garages. For motorcoach park-
ing information, call Krista Brick at 
301-424-4141.

VisArts hosts the annual Rockville 
Arts Festival held on the first weekend 
in May. The two-day festival in the 
Rockville Town Square welcomes bus 
tour visitors and features more than 140 
artists selling works ranging from fine 
art paintings to handmade jewelry and 
woodworking. 

“There are all kinds of cool things for 
sale,” Rodini said. 

The streets are closed to traffic 
during the fair, turning the area into a 
pedestrian-only thoroughfare.

Fair-goers also can take part in three 
art demonstrations held at the festival. n

VisArts
301-315-8200 
visartscenter.org

VisArts
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CALL NORMA DOBROWOLSKI 
800.626.2326     
OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL

RELAXING BEACH
ENTERTAINING BOARDWALK
HERITAGE EXPERIENCES
FESTIVALS & EVENTS

OCO-2019-25192 Groups_Today_4.75x4.75.indd   1 8/28/19   1:17 PM

Montgomery County, MD
is Next Door to DC.
Here is a map to prove it.

Contact Lee Callicutt for 
group tour ideas.
lcallicutt@visitmontgomery.com

UPCOUNTY

BETHESDA / 
CHEVY CHASE

ROCKVILLE

GAITHERSBURG /
GERMANTOWN

MIDCOUNTY

EAST
COUNTY

WHEATON /
KENSINGTON

SILVER SPRING/
TAKOMA PARK

VisitMontgomery.com

Hear history’s echoes at Woodlawn 
Manor Cultural Park

Experience Maryland as it looked 
in the early 1800s and explore a vari-
ety of interactive educational venues 
at Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park in 
Sandy Spring. 

The new Woodlawn Museum, 
featuring hands-on exhibits, is housed 
in a 19th-century stone barn. 

Groups can tour the early Federal-style 
historic Woodlawn Manor House and 
outbuildings. These exhibits highlight 
Montgomery County’s African American 
community and agricultural landscape.  

Walk the Underground Railroad Expe-
rience Trail and imagine what it was like to 
be a freedom seeker. The trail is open year-
round for self-guided hikes. Or, visit from 
April through October when “conductors” 
showcase the stories and hardships faced 
by fugitive slaves. 

“Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park 
is a historic oasis away from modern 
busy life in the Washington, D.C., metro 
area,” said Jennifer Legates, site manager 
of Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park. “It’s 
the perfect complement to a day touring 
Washington, D.C.’s National Museum of 
African American History & Culture.” 

Several guided tours and hikes are 
available for groups of 10 or more with a 
minimum two weeks’ advance reser-
vation; the tour leader and bus driver 
receive complimentary admission. 

A one-hour guided tour of the 
Woodlawn Manor House and Grounds 
is offered year-round. 

A 2–2½-hour guided tour of the 
Woodlawn Museum and Manor is 
available from April to November. The 
Guided Hike Underground Railroad 
Experience Trail is available from April 
to November and takes about 2–2½ 
hours. The Mini Guided Hike Under-
ground Railroad Experience Trail takes 
90 minutes. 

The Day at Woodlawn Park Tour 
Package, which lasts 4–4½ hours, is 
available from April to November and 
includes the museum, tour of the house 

and a guided hike on the Underground 
Railroad Experience Trail. n

Woodlawn Manor Cultural Park
301-929-5989
woodlawnmanor.org Montgomery Parks
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Fall River and New Bedford

Fall River and New Bedford in southeastern Massachusetts 
hold some of the greatest historical attractions and military 
monuments in the commonwealth.

“Southeastern Massachusetts is the perfect spot for a quick 
getaway that is also affordable,” said Ashley Wojtunik, tourism 
and marketing coordinator for Southeastern Massachusetts 
Visitors Bureau. “From historic landmarks to plenty of outdoor 
activities and top-notch cuisines, Southeastern Massachusetts 
has something to fit everyone’s budget.” 

Fall River was the home of Lizzie Borden, the suspect in the 
axe murders of her father and stepmother in 1892. She was 
acquitted of the murders.

“The infamous Lizzie Borden house is perfect for history 
buffs and those who love paranormal activity,” Wojtunik said.

Southeastern Massachusetts Visitors Bureau
508-999-5231, ext. 108
visitsemass.com

itinerary planner

Clockwise from top: Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism (3), NPS, The Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum

“A Sailor’s Life,” a 
million-dollar re-interpretation 
project, reveals the personal 
stories of those who served 
aboard USS Massachusetts, 
berthed at Battleship 
Cove in Fall River. There 
are four new tours, new 
exhibits, refurbished areas 
and interactives. The WWII 
and Vietnam-era ships are 
filled with stories and special 
behind-the-scenes views.

Battleship Cove
508-678-1100
battleshipcove.org

TOUR
New Bedford Whaling 

National Historical Park 
preserves and interprets 
America’s 19th-century 
whaling industry. Once-
prominent streets and 
landmarks are intact. The 
park encompasses a 
13-block National Historic 
Landmark District in New 
Bedford. Visitors feel like they 
are being transported back to 
the 19th-century whaling port.

New Bedford Whaling 
 National Historical Park
508-996-4095
nps.gov/nebe

EXPLORE
Book the Fall River 

Historical Society’s 
The History & Mystery of 
Lizzie Borden Group Tour, 
specifically designed for 
group tour operators. See 
the world’s largest collection 
of Borden murder mystery 
artifacts and take a guided 
tour though the house at 
92 Second St., where the 
murders took place.

Fall River
 Historical Society
508-679-1071, ext. 1 or 2
lizzieborden.org

SEE
Experience the history of 

a community closely tied to 
the sea on a docent-guided 
tour of The Rotch-Jones-
Duff House and Garden 
Museum in New Bedford. 
Shipwrights built the house 
in 1834 for whaling merchant 
William Rotch Jr. The 
property encompasses a full 
city block of gardens, which 
can be viewed after the tour.

The Rotch-Jones-Duff 
 House & Garden Museum
508-997-1401
rjdmuseum.org

DISCOVER
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opening night and 
season sponsor

2020 season may–june 
800-933-4255 · bostonpops.org
groupsales@bso.org

KEITH LOCKHART  CONDUCTOR ·  JOHN WILLIAMS  CONDUCTOR LAUREATE

The only way to  
hear Boston!

celebrate  25  years of keith lockhart

Bring your groups to historic 
Symphony Hall

Provincetown embraces its history, art
A seaside town on the tip of Cape 

Cod, Provincetown is the epitome of 
small-town charm and “picturesque-
ness.” It is filled with one-of-a-kind 
restaurants, shops and art galleries to 
make a memorable visit. 

The Pilgrim Monument and Prov-
incetown Museum commemorate the 
first landing of the Pilgrims in the New 
World. While anchored in Provinc-
etown Harbor in 1620, they signed the 
Mayflower Compact before landing at 
Plymouth Rock.

“The monument is a really nice at-
traction that people really enjoy,” said 
Anthony Fuccillo, director of tourism at 
Provincetown Tourism Office.

A good way to get an overview of the 
area is to take the narrated 45-minute 
Mayflower Trolley Tour. 

Dating to 1898, Provincetown is 
America’s oldest continuous art colony. 

Today the town has more than 60 gal-
leries.

Provincetown Art Association and 
Museum is about a 10-minute walk 
from the center of town. It offers works 
of art from local artists as well as from 
other artists in six galleries. The mu-
seum houses permanent collections as 
well as visiting exhibitions.

Whale watching also is big in Prov-
incetown, Fuccillo said. “This is the 
place on the East Coast where whale 
watching began — the very first place,” 
he said. 

“Walking around town is a lot of 
fun,” Fuccillo continued. “It’s really 
picturesque. We have a couple hundred 
shops that are really unique. When you 
come to Provincetown, you’re not find-
ing the same things you see everywhere 
else because they’re all unique.”

While many groups spend an after-

noon or a day in Provincetown, three 
hotels can accommodate groups. 

There is no motorcoach parking in 
the center of town, but coaches can park 
about a half mile away at no charge. n

Provincetown Tourism Office
508-487-3298 
provincetowntourismoffice.org

Provincetown Office of Tourism
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MASSACHUSETTS

Visit

Only 30 minutes from Boston, enjoy our
extensive inventory of accommodations,

restaurants, breweries, wineries, distilleries,
transportation, unique event sites,

group attractions, sightseeing,
wedding services, tours, and more.

Request a free Group Planner at
NorthofBoston.org.
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EDITH WHARTON’S HOME

One of America's 
Best Historic 

Homes 
- Architectural Digest, 2019

EdithWharton.org
413-551-5102

Concord Museum explores
American identity

For a small town, Concord possesses 
a big history. The Concord Museum dra-
matically captures that important heritage.

Concord was where the “shot heard 
round the world” was fired, ushering in 
the American Revolution.

Writers of the American literary 
renaissance lived in Concord. 

“Things have happened here, words 
have been spoken here and books have 
been written here, which changed the 
face of the nation,” said Carol Thistle, di-
rector of marketing and public relations 
at the Concord Museum. 

Over time, Concord has become a 
symbol of liberty and intellectual freedom. 

Thistle said groups enjoy interacting 
with the Concord Museum’s friendly, 
well-versed and accommodating staff. 

Groups also enjoy seeing the mu-
seum’s prized holdings, including the 
famous “one, if by land, and two, if by 
sea” Paul Revere lantern; the largest col-
lection of American Revolutionary War 
artifacts from April 19, 1775, the first 
day of the war; and a nationally signifi-
cant decorative arts collection of fur-
niture, silver and clocks. The museum 
houses the world’s most comprehensive 
collection of artifacts associated with 
writer Henry David Thoreau, including 
the desk on which he wrote Walden and 
“Civil Disobedience.”

 “We cater both to small and large 

groups with special guided tours,” 
Thistle said. “The Concord Museum is 
newly renovated and redesigned with an 
easily accessible free parking lot and a 
bus parking with turnaround.”

A variety of changing exhibitions are 
presented throughout the year, drawing 
from the museum’s permanent collection, 
as well as distinguished museums and pri-
vate collections from around the country.

Group rates are available, and the 
driver and escort are comped.

The Concord Museum has about six 
monthly programs and special events 
that are available to groups. These may 
be added to a special guided tour or visit 
to the museum. 

“Another plus is that our newly reno-
vated ‘Gateway to Concord’ entrance 
area provides a wonderful place for 
groups to congregate and serves as a 
starting point for the rest of Concord,” 
Thistle said.

The museum’s new community 
space, the Churchill and Janet Franklin 
Lyceum, is available for group events. It 
has a glass-walled view of the museum 
courtyard and apple trees. 

The museum also offers walking tours 
and step-on guide service. n

Concord Museum
978-369-9763, ext. 212
concordmuseum.org

Concord Museum
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Southern New Jersey

Southern New Jersey is home to miles of Jersey Shore 
coastline, the Pine Barrens forest and New Jersey’s Outer 
Coastal Plain American Viticultural Area. This area has attracted 
much attention in the past decade for its award-winning wines.

Southern New Jersey is well positioned as a central location 
for those looking to experience Philadelphia, the Jersey Shore, 
Atlantic City and New York City — as well as many wine trails or 
the newly formed Wine & Ale Trail of South Jersey.  

The charm of South Jersey is encapsulated well in many 
historic downtowns. With several stops on the Anthony Bourdain 
Food Trail and a number of James Beard finalists in the region, 
group tours will want to stay several days.

Visit South Jersey
visitsouthjersey.com

Battleship New Jersey, 
located on the Camden 
Waterfront, was the longest 
battleship ever built. New 
Jersey is America’s most 
decorated battleship and 
surviving warship. Guides 
show groups living spaces, 
command and control 
centers, weapon systems 
and on-board exhibits in the 
museum. Fun options, such 
as a live USO-style show or 
meals, can be added.

Battleship New Jersey
866-877-6262, ext. 144
battleshipnewjersey.org

itinerary planner

The Walt Whitman 
House in Camden was the 
only home the poet owned. 
In the home, Whitman 
grew to international fame 
as the author of Leaves of 
Grass and completed his 
last comprehensive volume 
of poetry before his death 
in 1892. Group tours are 
available by reservation.

Walt Whitman House
856-964-5383
state.nj.us/dep/      
 parksandforests/historic/  
 whitman

Adventure Aquarium, 
on the Camden Waterfront, 
features one-of-a-kind exhibits 
with more than 15,000 
aquatic species throughout 
2 million gallons of water. 
The aquarium is home to the 
largest collection of sharks 
on the East Coast, including 
the only great hammerhead 
shark on exhibit in the United 
States. It also is the only 
aquarium in the world to 
exhibit hippos. 

Adventure Aquarium
800-616-5297
adventureaquarium.com

Taking its name from 
the Delaware Memorial and 
Commodore Barry bridges, 
which traverse the nearby 
Delaware River, the Two 
Bridges Wine Trail takes 
visitors on a tour of nine local 
vineyards in five South Jersey 
towns across two counties. 
The wineries in this region 
are part of the Outer Coastal 
Plain American Viticultural 
Area. Dining, shopping and 
other attractions punctuate 
the 53-mile-long trail.

Two Bridges Wine Trail
twobridgeswinetrailnj.com

Visit South Jersey

TOUR SEE DISCOVER SIP
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Revitalize your stay with 
a complimentary full hot 
breakfast and bus parking, 
fast & free WiFi, and more. 
Find Prudential Center, 
NJPAC, and Manhattan  
just minutes away.

Book our best rates and  
special packages at  
elementharrisonnewark.com  
or call 973 484 1500.

Extended Stay Reimagined

Element Harrison-Newark
399 Somerset Street 
Harrison, NJ 07029
elementhotels.com    1 877 element

©2019 Marriott Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. For full terms & conditions visit
elementharrisonnewark.com

Element Hotels

OUR BOARDWALK

Your Story
A world of entertaining and exciting 

experiences awaits in Atlantic City. Up and 

down our world-famous Boardwalk, and 

throughout your entire Atlantic City stay, you’ll 

experience the ultimate in tax-free shopping, 

award-winning dining for every taste, fun 

amusements and great local attractions. 

Atlantic City o�ers the perfect setting to 

experience an exciting getaway and create 

memories that will last a lifetime.

TourAtlanticCity.com

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-449-7151 or 
hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it was 
meant to be experienced. Call today to book your Atlantic City Experience.

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey
Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism.

American Dream combines entertainment and shopping
American Dream in East Rutherford 

officially opened in October.
Nickelodeon Universe, the largest in-

door theme park in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and The Rink — an NHL-size ice 
skating and hockey facility — opened 
to guests, marking the first chapter in 

the revolutionary attraction’s opening. 
DreamWorks Water Park also is open to 
guests.

The theme park features 35-plus 
rides, roller coasters and attractions.

In the future, the property also will 
offer Big SNOW Ski and Snowboard 

Park — North America’s first indoor 
snow sports center;  Angry Birds — a 
18-hole miniature golf course; and expe-
riential destination shopping. 

The holidays begin with Santa’s arrival 
on the slopes at Big SNOW on Dec. 5.

March 2020 marks the debut of over 
450 shopping experiences.

“We know that the community has 
been eagerly awaiting the launch of 
this incredible global destination,” said 
Don Ghermezian, president of Ameri-
can Dream. “We have a one-of-a-kind 
property that will reshape the way people 
think about entertainment, theme parks 
and shopping, and we are so excited to 
reveal our incredible Nickelodeon Theme 
Park, DreamWorks Water Park and Big 
SNOW Ski and Snowboard Park.”

Triple Five Group developed Ameri-
can Dream, which has a mix of 55% en-
tertainment and 45% experiential retail.

“American Dream brings its guests 
an unrivaled destination for style and 
fun,” said Ken Downing, chief creative 
officer for Triple Five Group. Its unique 
mix of entertainment and experiential 
retail will welcome and entertain guests, 
embracing everyone in a new retail and 
entertainment revolution, where every-
thing is possible.” n

American Dream
americandream.com

Angela Pham/BFA.com
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OUR BOARDWALK

Your Story
A world of entertaining and exciting 

experiences awaits in Atlantic City. Up and 

down our world-famous Boardwalk, and 

throughout your entire Atlantic City stay, you’ll 

experience the ultimate in tax-free shopping, 

award-winning dining for every taste, fun 

amusements and great local attractions. 

Atlantic City o�ers the perfect setting to 

experience an exciting getaway and create 

memories that will last a lifetime.

TourAtlanticCity.com

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-449-7151 or 
hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it was 
meant to be experienced. Call today to book your Atlantic City Experience.

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey
Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism.
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Farm to table is a way of life in the Hudson Valley; the midweek 
buffet at Farmers & Chefs is an excellent deal; Hyde Park Brewing 
Company serves up a menu of local farm ingredients and handcrafted 
beer; Clove Creek Dinner Theater invites groups to take in a comic 
play while dining, and Mahoney’s Irish Pub & Steakhouse showcases 
Irish fare and live entertainment. 

If history’s your thing, discover the founding family stories at the 
Livingston mansion Clermont, and luxurious Gilded Age life at 
Staatsburgh. The former home of Samuel Morse, Locust Grove Estate, 
offers tours of the A.J. Davis designed mansion. Perhaps the most 
iconic Dutchess resident was President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Tour 
the interactive, immersive exhibits at FDR Presidential Library 
& Museum.

Hudson Valley Healing Center salt caves will kindle some R&R as you 
breathe in the healing benefits of Himalayan pink salt. Dia: Beacon 
displays unforgettable large-scale works by renowned artists from 
the 1960s to present day.

We celebrate our farms and invite groups to get up close and 
personal with a menagerie of animals at Sprout Creek Farm 
and Lilymoore Alpaca Farm.

Plan a trip around at an event in Rhinebeck like Oktoberfest or the 
Hudson Valley Wine & Food Fest. Enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the splendid Fisher Center, designed by architect Frank Gehry, and a 
concert with the vibrant young musicians of The Orchestra Now.

Bring it all together in a customized itinerary with receptive operators 
Knickerbocker Tours and Twin Travel Concepts.

Enjoy a group-friendly overnight at the Hyatt house, Hampton Inn and 
Springhill Suites in Fishkill or The Poughkeepsie Grand, Hampton Inn 
& Suites and Homewood Suites in Poughkeepsie.

For more information:
Dawn Hopper
845-463-5444
dawn@dutchesstourism.com

u e s t  s at i s fa c t i o n  is what 
really fuels motorcoaches.

® I LOVE NEW YORK is a registered trademark and service mark of the New York State Department of Economic Development; used with permission.

Dutchess County, New York

Begin your Hudson Valley story with this fantastic tour itinerary–whether your group’s 
interests are outdoor scenery, good food, wellness, history, arts & culture or all of the above.

Great stories begin here. 
Start writing yours today at dutchesstourism.com

A Storied Experience.

New York
Rochester

Home to civil rights pioneers like Frederick Douglass 
and Susan B. Anthony, and innovators like George Eastman, 
Rochester is located on the southern shore of Lake Ontario. 

Rochester is considered the arts and cultural capital of 
Upstate New York. 

“Groups will love discovering Rochester’s unique museums and 
historic sites, as well as easy day trips to the Finger Lakes wine 
region and the Erie Canal,” said Rachel Laber Pulvino, director of 
market communication and public relations for Visit Rochester. 

With major investment in the community’s downtown core 
over the past several years, Rochester is rising. Revitalization 
efforts have included a booming food and beverage scene. 
Rochester is now home to nearly 30 craft breweries, distilleries 
and wineries.  

Visit Rochester
585-279-8309
visitrochester.com

Head to The Strong 
National Museum of 
Play, the only museum in 
the world dedicated to the 
study and exploration of 
play. The museum has the 
world’s largest collection of 
toys, games, dolls, video 
games and related historical 
materials. Interactive hands-
on programs are ideal for 
independent travelers and 
groups of all sizes. 

The Strong National 
 Museum of Play
585-263-2700
museumofplay.org

itinerary planner

The George Eastman 
Museum is the world’s 
leading museum of 
photography and motion 
pictures. View the mansion 
and gardens of Kodak 
founder, George Eastman, the 
father of popular photography 
and motion picture film. 
Visits can be customized to 
meet a group’s interest in 
photography, motion pictures, 
history, gardens, architecture 
or historic houses.

George Eastman Museum
585-271-3361
eastman.org

Mount Hope Cemetery 
includes 196 acres of 
unique glacial landscape 
and stone, bronze and zinc 
monuments. America’s first 
municipally owned Victorian 
cemetery is surrounded 
by parklike beauty. Mount 
Hope Cemetery is the final 
resting place of notable 
Rochesterians, including 
Susan B. Anthony and 
Frederick Douglass. 

Mount Hope Cemetery
585-461-3494
fomh.org

Vendors at the City of 
Rochester Public Market 
sell fresh produce, ethnic 
delicacies and specialty 
items on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday, year-
round. Independent local 
businesses, such as cafes 
and specialty food purveyors, 
are on market grounds and 
in the surrounding Market 
District.

City of Rochester
 Public Market
585-428-6907
cityofrochester.gov/     
 publicmarket 

Clockwise from top: Jim Montanus, Visit Rochester (2), George Eastman Museum, The Strong National Museum of Play

TOUR SEE EXPLORE SHOP
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buffet at Farmers & Chefs is an excellent deal; Hyde Park Brewing 
Company serves up a menu of local farm ingredients and handcrafted 
beer; Clove Creek Dinner Theater invites groups to take in a comic 
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breathe in the healing benefits of Himalayan pink salt. Dia: Beacon 
displays unforgettable large-scale works by renowned artists from 
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and Lilymoore Alpaca Farm.

Plan a trip around at an event in Rhinebeck like Oktoberfest or the 
Hudson Valley Wine & Food Fest. Enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the splendid Fisher Center, designed by architect Frank Gehry, and a 
concert with the vibrant young musicians of The Orchestra Now.
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Dutchess County, New York

Begin your Hudson Valley story with this fantastic tour itinerary–whether your group’s 
interests are outdoor scenery, good food, wellness, history, arts & culture or all of the above.

Great stories begin here. 
Start writing yours today at dutchesstourism.com

A Storied Experience.
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Explore the roar with Maid of the Mist 
For generations, Maid of the Mist 

vessels have transported visitors directly 
into the center of the swirling mist at 
Niagara Falls.

Passengers see the current, hear the 
falls and feel the mist of 600,000 gallons 
of water traveling down Niagara Falls 
every second.

Maid of the Mist offers a 20-minute 
sightseeing boat tour that takes passen-
gers in front of the American Falls and 
into the basin of the Horseshoe Falls. The 
trip is fully narrated, and souvenir rain 
ponchos are provided prior to boarding.

Boats depart only from Niagara Falls, 
New York.

Tim P. Ruddy, vice president, mar-
keting, at Maid of the Mist Corporation 
said passengers enjoy a unique view of 
the Lower Niagara River and the falls 
on one of North America’s oldest tourist 
attractions.

“Passengers are able to experience 
the sights, the sounds and the feeling 
of the mist from a unique perspec-
tive,” Ruddy said. “It is an unforgettable 
experience.”

Niagara Falls is the collective name 
for three waterfalls — the Horseshoe 
Falls, the Bridal Veil Falls and the 
American Falls — that overlap the 
international borders of Canada and the 
United States.

“The Maid of the Mist is very excited 
to announce North America’s first newly 
built, fully electric, zero emission tour 
boats will be taking visitors to the falls 
in 2020,” Ruddy said. “These new vessels 
will offer enhancements to an experi-
ence that has been provided to visitors 
to Niagara Falls since 1846.”

In 1846, Maid of the Mist I, a 
side-steamboat ferry with twin smoke-
stacks, could carry a stagecoach and 
horses across the Niagara River. In 1848, 
construction of a suspension bridge cur-
tailed business and Maid of the Mist was 
re-branded as a sightseeing adventure. 

A combination of factors led to 
the suspension of service from 1861 
until June 13, 1885, when a new Maid 
of the Mist boat ventured closer to the 
Horseshoe Falls than any boat ever had. 
Service has continued non-stop for 134 
consecutive seasons. n

Maid of the Mist Corporation
716-284-8897
maidofthemist.com

Maid of the Mist
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Boats depart only from Niagara Falls, USA

maidofthemist.com
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AMERICA’S MOST ICONIC EXPERIENCE
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Broadway welcomes a dazzling season
The 2019–2020 Broadway season 

is here, and Group Sales Box Office 
at Broadway.com has some early fan 
favorites joining the ranks of “The Best 
of Broadway.”

Experience Tina Turner’s singular 
journey in the hit musical that’s already 
playing to critical raves and sold-out 
audiences around the world, TINA – 
THE TINA TURNER MUSICAL. Now 
officially open on Broadway, the show 
features iconic songs such as, “What’s 
Love Got To Do With It,” “Proud Mary,” 
“Private Dancer,” and “River Deep — 
Mountain High.” This fiery show has The 
New York Times raving, “I’ve rarely seen 
an audience with this mighty a roar!” 
And The Times of London declares, “It’s 
a raw musical triumph!” Group Sales 
Manager, Anthony Barone thinks TINA 
will be great for the pop diva in all audi-
ence members!

Inspired by Alanis Morissette’s 
Grammy Award®-winning album, JAG-
GED LITTLE PILL is directed by Tony 
Award® winner Diane Paulus (Waitress, 
Pippin), with an original story by Acade-
my Award®-winning screenwriter Diablo 
Cody (Juno) about an ordinary family 
living through extraordinary times. 
Marketing assistant Trevor Forry has 
already lined up a group of his college 
friends to see this edgy, new show. With 
“one hand in its pocket and the other 
one giving a high five,” JAGGED LITTLE 
PILL opens on Broadway Dec. 5. 

Many know the rhyme: “divorced, 
beheaded, died, divorced, beheaded, 
survived.” From Tudor queens to pop 
princesses, the SIX wives of Henry VIII 
take the mic to reclaim their identities 
out of the shadow of their infamous 
spouse — remixing 500 years of histori-
cal heartbreak into an exuberant cel-

ebration of 21st-century girl power. The 
female cast is backed by an all-female 
band, the Ladies in Waiting. Songs from 
the studio album are streamed on aver-
age 300,000 times per day, making it the 
second highest streaming cast record-
ing in the world. With SIX the musical 
taking its first Broadway bow on Feb. 13, 
Tiffany LaPearl, Broadway Classroom 
manager, is already planning group 
workshops for this British import.

A new Broadway-bound musical 
based on a familiar movie has out-of-
work actor Daniel Hillard losing custody 
of his kids in a divorce and disguising 
himself as Scottish nanny Euphegenia 
Doubtfire in a desperate attempt to stay 
in their lives. As he gets lost in his new 
persona and grows closer to his kids, 
Mrs. Doubtfire teaches Daniel more 
than he bargained for about how to be 
a father. Get group tickets now. MRS. 
DOUBTFIRE begins performances on 
March 9. n

Group Sales Box Office
 at Broadway.com
1-800-BROADWAY, ext. 2
broadway.com

Matthew Penrod/NYC & Company
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Discover 19th-century America at 
Genesee Country Village & Museum

Genesee Country Village & Museum, 
a re-created historic village in Mumford, 
is a surprise to many visitors. It’s the 
largest living-history museum in New 
York and third largest living history 
museum in the country. 

With 68 buildings spread over 600 
acres, the village and museum tells the 
story of New York and 19th-century 
American history.

“We’re second in size only to Colo-
nial Williamsburg and The Henry Ford’s 
Greenfield Village,” said Becky Wehle, 
president and CEO of the attraction. 
“We’re bigger than Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage and some of the other museums 
people might be aware of.”

But, she added, the Genesee site — 
20 miles from Rochester — is more 
comprehensive than others. 

“We have our village, an art gallery 
and a nature center where people can 
walk the trails,” she said. “We like to 
say we appeal to a whole wide range of 
people. 

“If you’re interested in art, clothing, 
architecture, history, gardens or cooking, 
we have something for you. What we find 
is we can have a diverse group of people 
come, and they all can find something 
that will be interesting to them — and 
educational and entertaining.”

Groups can choose from several 
tour options, including self-guided and 
guided walking tours, self-guided and 
guided trolley tours, themed tour expe-
riences or customized tours.

Groups can even eat breakfast, lunch 
and dinner at the site.

The season runs from early May 

through late October, but special events 
are held at other times. n

Genesee Country Village & Museum
585-294-8260
gcv.org/visit/group-tours

Genesee Country Village & Museum
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Pennsylvania
Lancaster County

Lancaster is both a city and a county in south central 
Pennsylvania.

The heritage of Lancaster County’s Amish farms and the 
history of downtown Lancaster’s city streets provide a rich 
variety of activities and experiences for group travelers.

“Lancaster has many different experiences to offer, so 
we’re happy to work with a variety of groups, of all sizes,” said 
Chris Ackerman, director of sales at Discover Lancaster. “Our 
partner properties are wonderful hosts, and we’re a good value 
destination conveniently located near tens of millions of travelers.”

Discover Lancaster’s tour-planning services include 
itinerary building assistance, unique tour and event ideas, and 
connections to attractions, lodging and restaurants.

Discover Lancaster
800-723-8824
discoverlancaster.com

Sight & Sound 
Theatres® in Strasburg 
debuts Queen Esther on 
March 14, 2020. This is a 
tale of beauty and bravery, 
complete with the sweeping 
production, music, live 
animals and special effects 
the company is known for. 
For more than 40 years, 
Sight & Sound Theatres® 
has been bringing Bible 
stories to life on stage.

Sight & Sound Theatres®
800-377-1277
sight-sound.com

itinerary planner

Head to Kitchen Kettle 
Village in Intercourse to 
find 42 locally-owned shops 
and foodie specialties 
surrounding one of 
Lancaster County’s original 
and leading canning 
kitchens. Watch local farm 
women “put up” close to 
100 varieties of jams and 
relishes. Don’t forget the 
free samples. The village 
has a new guided Blind-
Folded Tasting experience.

Kitchen Kettle Village
717-768-2706 
kitchenkettle.com

Founded in 1955 as the 
area’s first Amish attraction, 
the Amish Farm and House 
in Lancaster interprets 
the Plain community and 
its customs. Tour the 
1805 farmhouse with 
knowledgeable guides, 
visit the Amish one-room 
schoolhouse and explore 
the 15-acre farm on a buggy 
ride. Visit with a woodcarver, 
artisans, a blacksmith and a 
farrier.

Amish Farm and House
717-394-6185 
amishfarmandhouse.com 

Celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2019, Good 
’N Plenty Restaurant in 
Smoketown is the essence of 
family-style, pass-the-platter 
Pennsylvania Dutch dining. 
Groups typically spend about 
one hour at the restaurant’s 
tables — not including time in 
the gift shop or bakery. The 
Dutch Room accommodates 
up to 450 guests.

Good ’N Plenty Restaurant
800-767-0976
goodnplenty.com

Clockwise from top: DiscoverLancaster.com/Brian Evans, DiscoverLancaster.com (2),
DiscoverLancaster.com/Brian Evans, Sight & Sound Theatres®

ENJOY SHOP DISCOVER DINE
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open 
spaces &
opening nights
Design custom itineraries filled with scenic battlefields, 

action-packed sports, farm-to-table cuisine, and Broadway-caliber

theatre. Delco delivers unforgettable experiences for every group.

Call 610-565-3679 to begin planning.

RIDLEY CREEK STATE PARK

BRANDYWINE BATTLEFIELD PARK 

THE MEDIA THEATRE

JOHN HEINZ NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE AT TINICUM

HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA
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Step into The Haines Shoe House
The Haines Shoe House in York 

is a standout — a true one-of-a-kind 
roadside attraction visible from nearby 
Route 30. 

Visitors are awestruck by The Haines 
Shoe House, which is, well, actually a house. 

“It really has an interesting history,” 
said Jeff Schmuck, the house’s owner. 

The three-room, two-bathroom 
house with five levels inside was com-
pleted in 1949. It was built for Mahlon 
Haines, who owned the successful 
Haines Shoe Company. 

“He was pretty well known for doing 
zany things to promote the shoe business,” 
Schmuck said. “His intention with it was 
never to actually live in it but to use it as a 
way to give back to the community.”

Initially Haines invited elderly couples 
to stay in the house, all expenses paid, for 
up to a week at a time. Then he started 
inviting newlyweds to spend their hon-

eymoons there, running contests in his 
various stores to give away the trips.

Eventually the house became vacant 
and fell into despair. Schmuck and his late-
wife Melanie bought the house in 2015, 
spruced it up and offered guided tours. 

“It’s a popular stop with groups,” 
Schmuck said. “Most people gravitate 
toward the kitchen. We have it set up 
with items that were found in kitchens 
in the ‘50s so that’s really popular. I 
personally like the honeymoon suite,  
which is in the toe.”

Tours last 20 to 25 minutes. Visitors 
also purchase locally made Beck’s ice 
cream at the ice cream parlor.

The Haines Shoe House is open 
from the first day of spring through 
Halloween. In the spring and fall, it is 
open Friday through Sunday. Between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day, it is open 
Wednesday through Sunday.

Groups of 15 or more receive a dis-
count on admission. Admission for the 
group leader and motorcoach driver is 
comped.

Although there’s no designated 
motorcoach parking, Schmuck said he 
can accommodate coaches at the site’s 
entrance. n 

The Haines Shoe House
717-683-6328 
hainesshoehouse.com

The Haines Shoe House
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Museum of the American Revolution
explores country’s founding

The Museum of the American 
Revolution in Philadelphia brings the 
stories of the nation’s founding to life in 
exciting ways. 

Group visitors begin their experience 
with a 15-minute introductory film called 

Revolution that explores the origins, 
experiences and ongoing legacy of the 
American Revolution and sets the stage 
for an exploration of the core exhibition. 

From there, groups head to the 
second level, where they explore the mu-

seum’s core exhibit galleries and seek to 
answer four questions: How did people 
become revolutionaries? How did the 
revolution survive its darkest hour? How 
revolutionary was the war? What kind of 
nation did the revolution create? 

During their exploration, group 
members encounter a life-size re-cre-
ation of the Boston Liberty Tree, board 
a full-scale replica of a privateer sloop 
and stand on the front lines of the Battle 

Courtesy Museum of the American Revolution

Today’s adult travelers have energy to burn.  

So take ‘em to Philadelphia. We have the 

most historic (and walkable) square mile in 

the country, world-renowned museums and 

theaters, and unbeatable shopping and dining. 

Think of us as your Philadelphia concierge, 

providing local contacts, recommending 

attractions and itineraries, and cluing you in  

on where to stay and eat. 

Plan your tours today at  
discoverphl.com/groups or call 
Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312.

PHILADELPHIA.  
A DEPARTURE FROM 
THE ORDINARY TOUR.

Explore America’s 
Most Historic Prison

Customized, private 
group tours are led by a 

member of our expert staff. 

2027 Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
(215) 309-4900

www.EasternState.org
grouptours@easternstate.org
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BOOK YOUR GROUP VISIT TODAY!
groups@amrevmuseum.org         www.amrevmuseum.org

S P E C I A L  E X H I B I T I O N

AUGUST 22, 2020 - MARCH 29, 2021

WHEN WOMEN 
LOST THE VOTE 
A Revolutionary Story, 1776-1807

Did you know, more than 100 years before the passage of the  
Nineteenth Amendment, women legally voted in New Jersey?  

Or that their right to vote was taken away in 1807?  

DISCOVER THEIR STORIES.

awesome
VIEWS!

Shockingly

For More Information or to Book Your Group

Contact Diane Meglino at 

Diane@PhillyFromTheTop.com or 215-845-4160

Perfect for Both Student and Adult Groups       
PhillyFromTheTop.com

THE

HIGH
POINT
OF ANY TRIP

Book Now | 215-684-7863

of Brandywine. 
The culmination of a group visit is the 

film, Washington’s War Tent. Then, guests 
view the actual tent that served as George 
Washington’s headquarters during the 
war. This 12-minute film explores George 
Washington’s leadership and legacy, as 
well as the tent’s journey from the Revo-
lutionary War to the present. 

“Group visitors often mention the 

film, Washington’s War Tent as the 
highlight of their visit,” said Alison 
English, the museum’s travel, trade and 
group sales manager. “Also, our group 
visitors are often surprised at how much 
they learn while in the museum. They 
are discovering that there is much to 
this time period that they didn’t learn in 
school. They are also surprised and de-
lighted that the museum tells this famil-

iar narrative in a very different way by 
lifting up the stories and experiences of 
people of many different backgrounds, 
ethnicities and religious beliefs, rather 
than just focusing on the individuals we 
are all familiar with.”n

Museum of the American Revolution
267-579-3623
amrevmuseum.org
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CartoonNetworkHotel.com l t f  2285 Lincoln Highway East | Lancaster PA 17602 | SALES DEPARTMENT: 717-925-7834
TM & © 2019 Cartoon Network

Book Your Animation Group Destination!
From rooms to restaurants, you can • Eat • Sleep • Cartoon!

Bird-in-Hand Stage offers
wholesome entertainment

Live entertainment adds an element 
of excitement to any tour. For visitors to 
Bird-in-Hand in Lancaster County, the 
chance to see a Broadway-style musical 
comes with a twist. 

“The shows revolve in some way, 
shape or form around the Amish, some 
more than others,” said Kenn Bennett, 
marketing specialist for Bird-in-Hand 
Stage. “It’s good, clean, family-friendly 
entertainment.”

The theater’s size ensures visitors 
a real connection to the show. “Our 
theater has a smaller amount of seating, 

so you get a real intimate experience,” 
Bennett said. 

The 2020 lineup includes Josiah For 
President, which is about an Amish 
man who runs for president of the 
United States, Bennett said. “That’s es-
pecially interesting since it’s an election 
year,” he said. “It’s a very good show 
with great music.”

Matinees and evening shows are 
performed Tuesday through Saturday 
from April through Jan. 1, he said. The 
main season ends in late October. “Al-
most right away, we start our Christmas 

shows,” Bennett said. 
Bird-in-Hand Stage is dark January 

through March.
During the season, illusionist Brett 

A. Myers also performs Magic & Won-
der: IMAGINE.

Visitors can combine a show with a 
meal at Bird-in-Hand Family Restau-
rant & Smorgasbord or Bird-in-Hand 
Bakery & Cafe.

The Smucker family, which bought a 
homestead in 1911, owns the complex. 
The homestead is on a section of the 
tract originally settled in 1734.

Smucker properties include two 
motels, a country inn and a resort-style 
hotel.

Groups of 20 or more get discounts 
on performances as well as on meals 
when paid on one bill. Visits can be 
customized to include lodging. Lodging 
guests receive a complimentary Amish 
farmland tour. 

“That’s a big hit,” Bennett said. “They 
make a couple of stops at Amish-owned 
businesses, maybe a quilt shop or what 
we call an ‘Amish Wal-Mart,’ which has a 
little bit of everything.”

Free motorcoach parking is available 
on-site. n

Bird-in-Hand Stage
800-627-1910
bird-in-hand.com/groups

Bird-in-Hand Corporation
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Rhode Island
Providence and Newport 

Rhode Island’s natural beauty, innovative spirit and world-
renowned Rhode Island School of Design have made the Ocean 
State a magnet for artists and art lovers.

Group tours can experience famous works of art by masters 
including Claude Monet and Vincent Van Gogh as well as more 
contemporary artists like Jackson Pollock and Andy Warhol at 
the RISD Museum of Art in Providence.  

WaterFire is Providence’s signature event. The award-
winning fire sculpture installation is located on the three rivers in 
downtown Providence.

The arts scene is not limited to the capital city. Artistic 
brilliance can be seen at museums and cultural centers 
throughout the state.

Visit Rhode Island 
visitrhodeisland.com

With a collection of more 
than 100,000 objects — 
ranging from ancient times 
to the present — the RISD 
Museum in Providence is 
a dynamic cultural center 
offering critically acclaimed 
exhibitions, lively public 
programs for all ages and 
a renowned museum store, 
RISD WORKS. Self-guided 
and guided tours are 
available for groups.

RISD Museum
401-454-6500
risdmuseum.org

itinerary planner

The Providence 
Athenæum is an 
independent, member-
supported library and cultural 
center on Providence’s 
historic Benefit Street. Group 
tours can cover the history 
and architecture of the library 
or its history, plus materials 
from the Rare Book Room. A 
Special Collections Subject 
Tour is a customized, curated 
presentation of materials from 
the Special Collections.

The Providence Athenæum
401-421-6970
providenceathenaeum.org

At the National Museum 
of American Illustration in 
Newport, see illustrations by 
Norman Rockwell, N.C. Wyeth 
and 150 others. An alliance 
of art and architecture, 
combining Golden Age art in 
Gilded Age architecture, the 
museum presents a zenith of 
American culture. Illustration 
art is considered “the most 
American of American Art.”

National Museum of     
 American Illustration
401-851-8949
americanillustration.org/ 
 tours

Founded in 1912, the 
Newport Art Museum is one 
of the oldest continuously 
operating and most highly 
regarded art museums and 
schools of its kind in the 
country. Guided tours are an 
interactive blend of art, history, 
cultural context, architecture 
and visual literacy. Tours last 
about 60 minutes and are 
curated based on the interests 
of the group. 
 
Newport Art Museum
401-848-8200
newportartmuseum.org

Clockwise from top: iStock; Newport Art Museum; © 2019 National Museum of American Illustration; Kenneth C. Zirkel; Courtesy of the RISD 
Museum, Providence, RI

DISCOVER EXPLORE VIEW ENJOY
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Rhode Island’s capital surprises with jam-packed itinerary
By Kathie Sutin

Everyone seems to know Rhode 
Island is the nation’s smallest state. But 
Providence, Little Rhody’s capital, is 
bursting with things for groups to see 
and do. 

Steeped in history and dubbed 
the “Creative Capital” as a nod to its 
thriving art community fostered by 
its Rhode Island School of Design 
(RISD), Providence boasts stimulating 
attractions, distinctive neighborhoods 
and shopping galore. 

Toss in Providence’s burgeoning 
culinary scene — primed by Johnson 
and Wales University’s culinary arts 
program — and Providence has the 
makings of a dream destination. In fact, 
Zagat named Providence one of the 
“Hottest Food Cities.”

“One of the great things about 
Providence is we’re (in) one of the 
original 13 colonies so there’s lots of 
history,” said Kristen Adamo, president 
and CEO of Providence Warwick 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We 
have great walking tours and great 
museums. People are surprised — it’s 
the capital city of the smallest state but 
there certainly is plenty to do.

“We are very proud of our history, 
so we have various self-guided walking 
tours,” Adamo said. The tours cover 
neighborhoods and themes such as 
historic architecture. “People really 
enjoy those,” she said.

The ‘mile of history’
Benefit Street, one of the city’s 

oldest streets, is a must-see. “We call 
it the ‘mile of history’ because you 
can really just walk that one street 
and learn the story not only of Rhode 
Island but of the United States,” 
Adamo said. 

There, historic buildings dating 
to the 18th and 19th century line 
cobblestone streets, and visitors will 
find the RISD Museum, the historic 
Athenaeum, churches and exquisitely 

restored homes. Among them: the John 
Brown House, home to five generations 
of the Nicholas Brown family, 
namesake of Brown University. Built 
in 1792, it was visited by Presidents 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson 
and John Quincy Adams.

Providence is home to America’s 
original Baptist congregation started by 
Roger Williams in 1638. Within view of 
Benefit Street, visitors can see the first 
Baptist Church in America, the largest 
surviving wooden structure dating from 
Colonial America.

Providence

DePasquale Plaza, Federal Hill

Providence skyline
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WaterFire 
Waterfire, Providence’s annual 

signature event, is a free public art 
phenomenon/urban festival that 
stretches from May through November. 

“It’s a series of about 100 bonfires 
that sort of nestle in the three rivers 
of Providence,” Adamo said. Visitors 
can enjoy gondola rides, dance 
performances and other entertainment 
such as fire eaters.

Providence is situated on 
three rivers — the Providence, the 
Moshassuck and the Woonasquatucket 
— so riverboats offer tours on the 
waterways. 

“That’s a fun way to see the city,” 
Adamo said. “You can kind of glide 
through the downtown and learn a little 
bit, which is really fun for groups.”

Accommodating for groups
Many of Providence’s attractions offer 

guided and self-guided tours for groups. 
There’s Roger Williams Park Zoo with its 
“Faces of the Rainforest” exhibit, which 
features a 40-foot-high glass atrium 
where monkeys and tropical birds can 
mix with zoo patrons. And don’t forget 
RISD Museum with both permanent and 
changing art exhibits. 

“One of the really fun things to do with 
groups is bring a bus to Federal Hill, which 
is our Little Italy with dozens of restaurants 
along a one-mile stretch,” Adamo said. 
“It’s a fun way to do a progressive dinner. 
Have a drink or appetizer in one place, get 
an entree somewhere else and then poke 
around for dessert. People really seem to 
enjoy that.”

Satellite parking is available when 
downtown hotels lack motorcoach 
parking, said Thomas Riel, vice 
president of sales and service at the 
Providence Warwick Convention & 
Visitors Bureau.

The CVB can customize tours for 
groups and provide step-on guides for 
city tours. Experience Rhode Island, 
which offers its own tours, also can 
provide step-on guides. The CVB also 
works with other regions in the state to 

customize tours outside Providence. 
“We can pull everybody together and 

almost just bridge you from one region 
to the next,” Riel said. “It’s a benefit of 
being small.” n

Providence Warwick Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
401-456-0229 
goprovidence.com/group-tour

WaterFire

WaterFire WaterFire WaterFire
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       Newport  
Flower Show      

June 19-21, 2020     

The

NewportFlowerShowGroupTours.org

Touro Synagogue serves
as religious freedom beacon

Touro Synagogue in Newport is 
considered the first synagogue built 
on American soil and one of the most 
historically significant Jewish buildings 
in America. 

Dedicated in 1763 and designated 
a National Historic Site in 1946, it still 
serves as an active congregation and 
greets over 30,000 visitors yearly who 
come to see the magnificent interior and 
hear its remarkable story. 

The congregation was founded in 
1658 by descendants of Jewish families 
who fled the inquisitions in Spain and 
Portugal as well as the Caribbean, seek-
ing the greater religious tolerance that 
Rhode Island offered. 

In his famous letter to the “Hebrew 
congregation at Newport” written in 
1790, President George Washington 
pledged that our new nation would give 
“to bigotry no sanction and to persecu-
tion no assistance.” Touro Synagogue 
stands as a symbol of religious freedom 
for all Americans. 

During a 30-minute guided tour, 
visitors will learn more about the history 
of the synagogue from its founding dur-
ing colonial times up to the present day. 
In addition, the Loeb Visitors Center, 
adjacent to the synagogue, contains two 
floors of interactive, multimedia exhibits 
about the history of the synagogue and 
its role in helping to form the founda-

tions of the ideal of freedom of religion 
enjoyed in the United States today.

“The Touro Synagogue lets visitors 
discover how Newport and the colony 
of Rhode Island laid the groundwork for 
our First Amendment rights,” said Mer-
yle Cawley, site director. “It provides an 
opportunity to celebrate over 250 years of 
Touro Synagogue history, Newport's co-
lonial Jewish community and the origins 
of religious freedom, as well as the sepa-
ration of church and state in America.” 

Newport has more pre-Revolu-
tionary dwellings still being used than 
any other town in the United States. 
Visit "Historic Hill" and learn about the 
town’s rich colonial history and archi-
tecture. n

Touro Synagogue 
401-847-4794, ext. 207
tourosynagogue.org 

Touro Synagogue 



81grouptourmagazine.com

Vermont
Bennington, Weston, Plymouth Notch and Weybridge

Vermont offers group tours plenty of scenic beauty and 
interesting history.

“Vermont loves groups,” said Karen Ballard, program 
manager for Vermont Tourism Network. “More than 100 
destinations welcome your guests, and most have been doing 
so for decades. Many iconic destinations like Trapp Family 
Lodge, Ben & Jerry’s, Spirit of Ethan Allen Cruise and Rock 
of Ages are a must-do, but to make your itinerary stand out, 
include an experience or visit to the numerous authentic 
Vermont destinations found statewide. Vermont has an 
experience or destination for every age and interest.”

Vermont Tourism Network is a destination marketing 
organization resource for planning Vermont tours.

Vermont Tourism Network
 Vermont Chamber of Commerce
802-262-2129
vermonttourismnetwork.com

Arrive in Bennington and 
go to Bennington Potters 
for a free, behind-the-scenes 
tour of its pottery. Meet 
the potters, who describe 
each step in the production 
process. Then shop in the 
homestyle store, which 
carries the full line of pottery 
in two historic buildings. 
Since 1948, Bennington 
Potters has been producing 
handcrafted dinnerware, 
bakeware and accessories.

Bennington Potters 
800-205-8033
benningtonpotters.com

itinerary planner

Head for The Vermont 
Country Store in Weston. 
Group tours love the unique 
and hard-to-find items for sale 
at the store. Take home real 
Vermont maple syrup, locally 
crafted meats and cheeses, 
and the store’s homemade 
Orton Family Fudge. Enjoy 
dozens of free samples. 
Plenty of free motorcoach 
parking is available. Have 
lunch at Mildred’s Grill.

The Vermont Country Store
802-362-5981
vermontcountrystore.com

President Calvin 
Coolidge State Historic 
Site in Plymouth Notch 
preserves his birthplace 
and childhood home. A 
major interactive exhibition 
in the Coolidge Museum 
& Education Center uses 
Coolidge’s own words, 
objects from his life and 
period newsreels to tell how 
a boy from rural Vermont 
became president.

President Calvin Coolidge 
 State Historic Site
802-672-3773
historicsites.vermont.gov/
 calvin-coolidge

UVM Morgan Horse 
Farm in Weybridge has 
been a breeding and training 
facility for Morgan horses 
since its construction in 
1878. On a guided tour, 
enjoy some of the finest 
examples of America’s first 
breed of horse. The farm 
has a herd of 40 registered 
Morgans. The lobby and gift 
shop in the main barn were 
recently renovated.

UVM Morgan Horse Farm
802-388-2011
uvm.edu/cals/
 morganhorsefarm

Clockwise from top: iStock, UVM Morgan Horse Farm, Calvin Coolidge Presidential Foundation, The Vermont Country Store,
Vermont Tourism Network

TOUR SHOP VISIT DISCOVER
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Forty-five acres, 39 buildings, 22 gardens, 
over 100,000 items in the collection. 
A steamboat, carousel, locomotive, 
special exhibitions, paintings by 
Impressionist masters and American 
artists like Wyeth, Homer, and more.

6000 Shelburne Rd. | Shelburne, VT 05482

shelburnemuseum.org

Vermont African American Heritage 
Trail shares notable sites

The Vermont African American 
Heritage Trail leads to 22 museums and 
historic sites.

Exhibits, films, tours and personal 
stories at the sites illuminate the lives of 
African Americans for whom Vermont 
was part of their identity.

“The African American Heritage 
Trail offers groups the opportunity 
to explore African American history, 
combined with the iconic outdoor 
experiences Vermont is known for,” 
said Karen Ballard, program manager 
at Vermont Tourism Network.

Among the attractions group tours 
can visit along the trail are Old Con-
stitution House State Historic Site, 
Rokeby Museum, Old Stone House 
Museum and Hildene.

In 1777, the first constitution of 
the “Free and Independent State of 
Vermont” was adopted at the Wind-
sor Tavern. It was the first constitution 
in American to prohibit slavery. The 
tavern has been preserved as the Old 
Constitution House State Historic Site. 
Exhibits recount the writing of the con-
stitution and its effect on the politics of 
what would become the United States.

Rokeby Museum in Ferrisburgh de-
livers an Underground Railroad story 
tucked inside a quintessential Vermont 
experience. A major exhibit, “Free & 
Safe: The Underground Railroad in 

Vermont,” brings the Underground 
Railroad to life. Focused on Simon and 
Jesse, two fugitives from slavery who 
found shelter there in the 1830s, the 
exhibit traces their stories from slavery 
to freedom, introduces the abolitionist 
Robinson family, who called Rokeby 
home, and explores the turbulent de-
cades leading up to the Civil War.

Old Stone House Museum and 
Brownington Village in Brownington is 
the site of Alexander Twilight’s home, 
school and church. Twilight, the first 
African American to graduate from 
college and to serve in a state legisla-
ture, completed construction of the 
massive four-story granite building in 
1836. The building originally served as 
the Orleans County Grammar School 
dormitory until the 1860s. Inside its 30 
rooms are exhibits on Orleans County 
history.

Robert Lincoln, the son of the great 
emancipator Abraham Lincoln, built 
Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home, 
in Manchester in 1905. At the time, 
Robert Lincoln was president of the 
Pullman Company, which was the larg-
est employer of African Americans in 
the country. n 

Vermont Tourism Network
802-262-2129
vermonttourismnetwork.com

Clockwise from top left: Creative Commons, Hildene, Creative Commons

Old Constitution House State Historic Site, Windsor

Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home, Manchester

Old Stone House Museum, Brownington
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Washington, D.C.
Among the monuments and memorials of Washington, D.C., 

lie a treasure trove of beauty and tranquility.
The dozens of gardens and parks in the district, both private 

and public, provide many verdant offerings.
Pierre L’Enfant, the district’s first urban planner, designed 

“The Federal City” to be enhanced by public gardens. There’s 
scenic landscaping around the National Mall and natural beauty 
in Rock Creek Park.

DC Gardens promotes public gardens and gardening in the 
Washington, D.C., area. For more gardens to visit, go to the DC 
Gardens website.

Destination DC
washington.org

DC Gardens
dcgardens.com

Visit the 13 acres of 
serene landscaped gardens 
and the natural woodlands at 
Hillwood Estate, Museum & 
Gardens. The former home 
of Marjorie Merriweather 
Post also has the most 
comprehensive collection of 
Russian imperial art outside 
of Russia. Hillwood offers 
numerous touring and group 
dining options.

Hillwood Estate,
 Museum & Gardens 
202-243-3914
hillwoodmuseum.org

itinerary planner

Tudor Place is one of 
America’s last intact urban 
estates from the Federal 
period. The gardens evolved 
from urban farmstead 
uses to recreational and 
ornamental purposes. Take 
a guided garden tour from 
April through October. Focus 
and lecture tours can be 
scheduled; advance notice is 
required for all group tours. 
A box lunch or tea can be 
added to a tour.

Tudor Place
202-965-0400
tudorplace.org

Head to the National 
Cathedral. The 59 acres 
surrounding the cathedral 
were designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted Jr. and include 
the formal Bishop’s Garden 
and Olmsted Woods. All 
Hallows Guild docents lead 
Bishop’s Garden tours and 
Olmsted Woods Walks from 
April 1 through Oct. 31. 
Reservations are required for 
group tours.

 
All Hallows Guild
202-537-2937
allhallowsguild.org

The United States 
Botanic Garden is the 
oldest continually operating 
botanic garden in the country. 
One of the garden’s crown 
jewels is the conservatory, a 
greenhouse containing two 
courtyard gardens and 10 
garden rooms under glass. 
Permanent exhibits and 
gardens found inside offer 
a wide array of plants and 
environments.

United States
 Botanic Garden
202-226-2055 
usbg.gov

Clockwise from top: U.S. Botanic Garden (2); Bishop’s Garden at the National Cathedral; Tudor Place; Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens

STROLL TOUR EXPLORE SEE
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the capital region

OPENING MARCH 2020

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com
Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

Convenient to
Washington, D.C.

Baltimore

International Spy Museum reveals secrets
The International Spy Museum in 

Washington, D.C., draws back the cur-
tain on a secret world. 

The museum’s new 140,000-square-
foot purpose-built facility opened in May. 
Interactive exhibits and the world’s largest 
public display of authentic spy tools and 
gadgets are augmented by first-person 
accounts from real spies along with RFID 
technology that invites visitors to under-
take their own spy missions. 

The nonprofit museum dives into 
the world of spies that the public knows 
well, but digs much deeper, exploring 
and demystifying real intelligence work 
— often stranger than fiction. Its un-
paralleled collections and extraordinary 
stories are designed to engage, inform 
and entertain visitors.

The new International Spy Museum 

at L’Enfant Plaza — just steps away from 
the National Mall and The Wharf — 
was designed by architect Rogers Stirk 
Harbour + Partners to provide more 
than twice the overall floor space of the 
museum’s original home. 

New exhibits showcase the varied 
ways technology is transforming the 
craft of intelligence and spying, as well 
as placing a spotlight on intelligence fail-
ures and successes throughout history. 

The museum introduces the public to 
the nuts and bolts of intelligence work and 
to stories of individual courage, risk and 
betrayal. It illuminates the many roles of 
intelligence professionals, from the gadget 
makers and intelligence collectors to the 
codebreakers and scientists. A new gallery 
takes a close look at the analysts who make 
sense of incoming information, helping 

leaders make decisions that can some-
times mean life-or-death.

“The opening of the expanded Inter-
national Spy Museum could not come at 
a more important time, as we are con-
fronted by the outcomes of espionage 
not only for governments, nations and 
non-state actors, but the daily lives of 
everyone across the globe,” said Colonel 
(Ret) Christopher P. Costa, executive 
director of the museum. “It’s our privi-
lege at the museum to responsibly and 
impartially share the world of spying 
with the public and give everyone access 
to the facts behind the intelligence work 
that shapes our lives and world.”  n

International Spy Museum
202-654-2844
spymuseum.org

Sam Kittner for the International Spy Museum 

Bring your groups to Washington 
DC’s most interactive museum. 
Solve a crime in our Take the Case 
exhibit or work as a dispatcher in 
our 911 Emergency Ops.

LawEnforcementMuseum.org/Groups
444 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

For more information contact Ali Brewer 
at 202-737-7498 or abrewer@nleomf.org
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Ontario
Ottawa

Ottawa offers groups unique events and attractions, such as 
Parliament Hill, the Canadian Tulip Festival and skating on the 
Rideau Canal.

Take an environmentally friendly electric boat tour on the 
historic Rideau Canal in the summer and go ice skating down 
the canal in the winter.

“As the capital of Canada, Ottawa is considered to represent 
the best of Canada in one city,” said Kelly Dean, travel 
trade sales manager - Canada and USA, Student. “Ottawa 
is a bilingual destination located on the border between the 
provinces of Ontario and Québec, and just two hours from 
Montréal and 4½ hours from Toronto. Based at the meeting 
point of three rivers, the city also includes a large rural area with 
more than 1,000 farms within the city limits.”

Ottawa Tourism
613-237-5150, ext. 1133
ottawatourism.ca

The Rideau Canal 
Skateway celebrates its 50th 
season in 2020. In winter, 
Ontario’s first UNESCO World 
Heritage Site turns into the 
Rideau Canal Skateway — the 
world’s largest naturally frozen 
ice-skating rink, as officially 
designated by Guinness 
World Records. The Rideau 
Canal Skateway stretches 7.8 
kilometers (4.8 miles) through 
downtown Ottawa. 

Rideau Canal Skateway
ncc-ccn.gc.ca/rideau-    
 canal-skateway

itinerary planner

In the jaw-dropping Water 
Gallery at the Canadian 
Museum of Nature, see a 
19-meter (65-foot) skeleton 
of a blue whale (the largest 
animal on the planet). The 
Earth Gallery has more than 
800 dazzling minerals from 
the museum’s world-class 
collection. Immerse the group 
in Canada’s arctic in the new 
Canada Goose Arctic Gallery.

Canadian Museum
 of Nature
800-263-4433
nature.ca

The ByWard Market is 
one of the oldest and largest 
farmers markets in Canada, 
as well as the name of 
the eclectic neighborhood 
that surrounds it. Ottawa’s 
entertainment district is 
filled with great restaurants, 
clubs, bistros, coffee 
shops, boutiques and food 
retailers. Lt. Col. John By, the 
builder of the Rideau Canal, 
established the market in 
1826. 

ByWard Market
613-562-3325
byward-market.com

The National Arts 
Centre is Canada’s home for 
performing arts, including the 
NAC Orchestra, English and 
French theater, and dance, as 
well as several festivals and 
special events for visitors of all 
ages. In celebration of its 50th 
anniversary in 2019, the NAC 
launched a new permanent 
Indigenous Theatre program 
in September.

National Arts Centre
613 947-7000
nac-cna.ca

Clockwise from top: Ottawa Tourism (3), Martin Lipman/Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa Tourism
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Student travel
Start your morning off with 

breakfast with the crocodiles at 
Reptilia, Ontario’s premier Reptile 
Experience. Enjoy lunch at Vinnie 
Zucchini’s Italian Buffet that will 
accommodate everyone’s wants. 
Move around the corner to Cana-
da’s Wonderland, Canada’s largest 
amusement park, for an afternoon 
full of thrills and performance op-
portunity if you so wish. Lay your 
heads down at the student friendly 
Residence Inn and Conference 
Centre - King.

Remember Prohibition? 
Probably not. Let Central Counties Tourism take you on a 

trip through time when Temperance and Temptations were 
at a cross roads. Visit the beautiful picturesque rolling hills of 
Headwaters just north of Toronto and stop at Landman Gar-
dens & Bakery for a light locally made snack. Travel the wind-
ing roads through the Niagara Escarpment to the Museum of 
Dufferin for a historic journey through the Prohibition era fol-
lowed by some ‘temptation’ at Adamo Winery, and a prepared 
lunch at neighboring Hockley Valley Resort. Take an afternoon 
stroll down the main street of Downtown Orangeville, stop-
ping in shops like Fromage and Wicked Shortbread.

Automotive history comes to life through 
arts, culture and racing in Durham Region 

Canadian auto-baron 
R.S. McLaughlin called 
Parkwood Estate home. 
Tour the estate and stay 
for afternoon tea. The 
Robert McLaughlin Gallery 
proudly holds Canada’s 
largest collection of works 
by Painters Eleven, and 
the Canadian Automo-
tive Museum houses an 
expansive collection of 
Canadian, American, British 
and European automobiles 
dating back to the early 
1900’s. More than 500,000 
visitors per year flock to 
Canadian Tire Motorsport 
Park, Canada’s premier 
racing and automotive per-
formance facility for major 
race weekends and on-
track driving experiences.

Residence & 
Conference Centre

King City
On Seneca College King City 

Campus. All suite facilities during 
summer. 100 two-bedroom suites 
with private washroom & kitchen-
ette. Meeting space with audio-vi-
sual and on-campus food services. 
Minutes from Aurora, Newmarket 
and Richmond Hill. Near Hwy #400. 
Affordable alternative to hotels near 
Canada’s Wonderland and Vaughan 
Mills Mall.

stayrcc.com, 905-833-1650

Hockley Valley Resort
Hockley Valley Resort features 

104 rooms, 14 meeting/special event 
rooms, an 8,000 sq. ft. spa, 18-hole 
golf course, 16 scenic ski/snowboard 
runs and 3 award-winning restaurants.  
Don’t miss out on our great seasonal 
group packages!

hockley.com, 519-942-0754
 

Tin On Brock
We’re looking ahead to the new 

year and exciting new beginnings! See 
the next chapter of Tin Mill Restau-
rant unfold with the launch of our 
new restaurant, Tin On Brock. Watch 
for our doors to open in the heart of 
Uxbridge in early 2020. We can’t wait 
to have you dine with us! 

tinmill.ca, 905-862-0553

Canada’s Wonderland Canadian Automotive Museum

Parkwood Estate

Museum of Dufferin Downtown Orangeville

Landman Gardens & Bakery

Located on the fringes of the BIG CITY of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Central Counties 
Tourism assists you in customizing your 
tour for your group’s interests within the 
regions of York, Durham and Headwaters.
Contact Tamara Russell 
Central Counties Tourism 
trussell@centralcounties.ca

CENTRAL COUNTIES TOURISM
IS YOUR NEXT STOP FOR GROUP TOURS!
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and Richmond Hill. Near Hwy #400. 
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Canada’s Wonderland and Vaughan 
Mills Mall.
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Hockley Valley Resort
Hockley Valley Resort features 

104 rooms, 14 meeting/special event 
rooms, an 8,000 sq. ft. spa, 18-hole 
golf course, 16 scenic ski/snowboard 
runs and 3 award-winning restaurants.  
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group packages!
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Tin On Brock
We’re looking ahead to the new 

year and exciting new beginnings! See 
the next chapter of Tin Mill Restau-
rant unfold with the launch of our 
new restaurant, Tin On Brock. Watch 
for our doors to open in the heart of 
Uxbridge in early 2020. We can’t wait 
to have you dine with us! 

tinmill.ca, 905-862-0553

Canada’s Wonderland Canadian Automotive Museum

Parkwood Estate

Museum of Dufferin Downtown Orangeville

Landman Gardens & Bakery

Located on the fringes of the BIG CITY of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Central Counties 
Tourism assists you in customizing your 
tour for your group’s interests within the 
regions of York, Durham and Headwaters.
Contact Tamara Russell 
Central Counties Tourism 
trussell@centralcounties.ca

CENTRAL COUNTIES TOURISM
IS YOUR NEXT STOP FOR GROUP TOURS!
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GanBoatLine.com

1, 2.5 and 5 Hour Cruises Daily!

LET  
YOURSELF 

IN
This is an open invitation to the curious. To experience 
one of the most culturally dynamic destinations. With 
world-class dining, exciting attractions, award-winning 

shows and internationally acclaimed festivals, 
there’s never been a better time to visit Toronto.

Visit SeeTorontoNow.com to start 
planning your group tour. 

Dive into Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
More than 20,000 marine animals 

make their home at Ripley’s Aquarium 
of Canada in downtown Toronto.

The aquarium — the largest indoor 
aquarium in Canada — opened in 2013 
with more than 100 interactive displays 
and daily dive shows.

“Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada pro-
vides a memorable and awe-inspiring 
experience for groups of all ages,” said 
Sandra Woloschuk, sales manager. 
“It’s the perfect tropical destination 
for guests looking for an educational, 
inspiring and fun activity in the heart of 
downtown Toronto.”

Canadian Waters features a 17-tank 
gallery of aquatic animals from Canada’s 
own backyard including extremely rare 
electric blue lobsters from the Atlantic 
Ocean, unusual Arctic grayling, giant 
Pacific octopuses and a 180-degree 
Pacific kelp panel exhibit with wave-

making actions to simulate the surge of 
the British Columbia shoreline.

The Rainbow Reef tank comes with 
100 varieties of colorful species from 
the Caribbean and Indo-Pacific regions 
including tangs, surgeonfish, angels, 
butterfly fish, damsels and clownfish.

In Ray Bay, dozens of stingrays play-
fully swim across a large viewing area 
and to the surface of the interactive ray 
touch pool.

Dangerous Lagoon features the 
largest tank in the aquarium and has a 
315-foot-long underwater tunnel with 
a moving sidewalk. Sharks, moray eels 
and groupers can be seen in this exhibit.

Waters of the World is a double 
exhibit with a tropical saltwater tank 
inside a freshwater tank.

Planet Jellies is dedicated to jellyfish: 

Pacific sea nettles, moon jellies, upside 
down jellies and spotted jellies.

Reservations are required for group 
rates. Group visits are self-guided, and 
the average visit lasts about two hours. 
Educators are stationed throughout the 
aquarium to answer questions.

Box lunches, snack packs and food 
vouchers are available by preorder.

Motorcoaches may use the loading 
zone located in front of Ripley’s Aquar-
ium of Canada (north side of Bremner 
Boulevard) to drop off and pick up pas-
sengers. Bus parking is available on the 
south side of Bremner Boulevard across 
from the Rogers Centre for a fee. n

Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
647-351-3474, ext. 2642
ripleysaquariumofcanada.com

Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada
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IN
This is an open invitation to the curious. To experience 
one of the most culturally dynamic destinations. With 
world-class dining, exciting attractions, award-winning 

shows and internationally acclaimed festivals, 
there’s never been a better time to visit Toronto.

Visit SeeTorontoNow.com to start 
planning your group tour. 
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13 plays including Gypsy, 
Sherlock Holmes and The 
Raven’s Curse, Charley’s 
Aunt and Me and My Girl. 
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Tour Banting House National Historic 
Site, the birthplace of insulin

Groups are introduced to “the man 
they think they know” at Banting House 
National Historic Site in London

The name Banting is synonymous 
with the discovery of insulin, said Grant 
M. Maltman, the site’s curator. So, most 
visitors arrive with a preconceived notion 
as to what they are going to see — a med-
ical doctor’s office and private residence. 

“Instead, they also get to learn about 
Banting’s contributions in both world 
wars, his art under the direction of 
Group of Seven artist A.Y. Jackson and, 
of course, the discovery of insulin and 
its legacy — the Flame of Hope and 
Canada’s first Nobel Prize,” Maltman said.

Banting House National Historic Site 
is where Dr. Frederick Banting estab-
lished his medical practice in London. 
At 2 a.m., on Oct. 31, 1920, he conceived 

an idea that led to the discovery of insu-
lin and lifted the death sentence of those 
with diabetes. 

Maltman said groups enjoy the over-
all experience of visiting the site — and 
the stories provided by the guides. 

Some visitors are surprised to learn 
that Banting was a painter. The site 
provides an overview of his growth as 
an artist. 

For others, the unexpected part of 
the tour is learning about Banting’s war 

experiences.
“For those affected by diabetes, the 

most significant part of the visit is the 
bedroom where he conceived his idea 
for insulin and the Dear Dr. Banting let-
ters people leave today,” Maltman said. 

There are approximately 420 million 
people living with diabetes today; most 
tour guests know someone with the 
disease.

In 2020, the site begins 100th-anniver-
sary celebrations, which last through 2023, 
taking on the idea of insulin, its discovery, 
human trials and the Nobel Prize.

“We celebrate the life and career of a 
remarkable man: Sir Frederick Banting,” 
Maltman said. “He was an artist, scientist 
and war hero — a Canadian for all times.” 

The site offers both guided and self-
guided group tours. For a self-guided 
group tour, additional volunteers are 
brought in and stationed in specific gal-
leries to provide insight into the exhibits.

The house’s second floor is accessible 
only by stairs.

Motorcoach parking is now avail-
able in the municipal lot behind Banting 
House. n

Banting House National Historic Site
519-673-1752
bantinghousenhsc.wordpress.com

Banting House NHS 
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GregFrewinTheatre.com

Stratford Festival ushers in new theater
Picturesque Stratford boasts Victo-

rian architecture, the Avon River and 
Stratford Festival, a world-renowned 
repertory theater company.

Groups have the opportunity to 
relax, unplug and see world-class theater 
on four stages.

New for 2020 is the Tom Patterson 
Theatre Centre, a $70 million facility.

The 2020 season begins in mid-April 
and will feature a number of special 
events to showcase the new facility, 
named for the festival’s founder. Among 
the season’s 15 productions are Shake-
speare’s Richard III and All’s Well That 
Ends Well and the first major production 
of John Kander and Fred Ebb’s Chicago 
outside of New York and London in 30 
years.

“The Stratford Festival has been a 
premier attraction since 1953,” said Ann 
Swerdfager, publicity director. “You will 

be warmly welcomed by our staff and 
volunteers and by a community dedicat-
ed to serving our wonderful visitors. The 
amazing plays are the main attraction, 
but Stratford also offers fabulous shop-
ping at our many independent retailers, 
incredible food and an abundance of 
nature to brighten your stay.”

Heather Martin, group sales man-
ager, said groups love the quality and 
caliber of Stratford Festival productions 
and its four unique theater venues. 

“One of the exceptional differ-
ences about Stratford is that these are 
not touring productions,” Martin said. 
“These are shows that are built from the 
ground up in Stratford. We acquire the 
rights to a production and our artisans 
build the sets, costumes and props right 
here in Stratford.” 

For example, the festival has wig 
makers, cobblers and a millenary 

From top: Erin Samuell, Hariri Pontarini Architects 
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2020 SEASON

FESTIVAL THEATRE
Much Ado About Nothing 
Hamlet
Chicago
The Miser

AVON THEATRE
Schulich Children’s Play
Wendy and Peter Pan
Monty Python’s Spamalot
Wolf Hall

TOM PATTERSON THEATRE
Richard III
All’s Well That Ends Well
Here’s What It Takes
Frankenstein Revived

STUDIO THEATRE
Three Tall Women
The Rez Sisters
Hamlet-911

LAZARIDIS HALL
AT THE TOM PATTERSON THEATRE
An Undiscovered Shakespeare

Book a group of 20 or more and receive a 
complimentary Costume and Props Warehouse tour*!

*Regular group policies apply. Warehouse tour is subject to availability.

PROMO CODE 89786
stratfordfestival.ca | 1.800.567.1600

STRATFORD FESTIVAL
Canada’s premier theatre destination,

located in the heart of Ontario

department to create each piece from 
scratch. Each wig is made with individ-
ual hairs pulled through a cap fitted to 
a specific actor’s head. One wig can take 
up to a week to make, and the festival 
makes wigs for each performer and their 
understudy for up to 15 productions in 
any given season.

A thrust stage at the Festival Theatre 

allows for excellent sight lines through-
out the theater, as the stage comes out 
into the middle of the audience.  

Stratford Festival provides flexible 
booking terms, group leader and tour 
operator benefits, and free motorcoach 
parking on-site at the Festival Theatre. 

“We also provide tour operators with 
all the tools to make the trip a success, 

including additional discounts just for 
tour operators, marketing tools and a 
wealth of knowledge to help them plan a 
seamless itinerary,” Martin said. n

Stratford Festival
800-567-1600
stratfordfestival.ca

Erin Samuell 
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‘The Florida of Spain’ draws golfers year-round
By Susan R. Pollack

“The rain in Spain stays mainly in 
the plain.” That catchy old ditty from My 
Fair Lady danced through my head as 
I prepared to tee up on the first hole of 
Altea Golf Club, a lovely 9-hole course 
sandwiched between the Sierra Bernia 

Mountains and the sparkling Mediter-
ranean Sea.

It was a blue-sky, sun-drenched No-
vember day, the kind tourism promoters 
promise when they tout the more than 
300 days of annual sunshine on Spain’s 

Costa Blanca — the “White Coast.” Golf 
is played here all year-round, thanks to 
an average annual temperature of 65 
degrees Fahrenheit, with mild winters, 
hot summers and just over 12 inches of 
average annual rainfall.

Alicante city
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Golf plus culinary delights
The moderate climate and a reputation 

for offering value attracts scads of north-
ern Europeans — notably Scandinavians, 
Dutch, Germans, Brits, Irish and French 
— who flock to this popular golf desti-
nation on Spain’s east coast. Top-notch 
beaches, history and cultural attractions, 
and culinary delights, from fresh orange 
juice and almond nougat to paella and 
Sangria, entertain visitors between rounds. 

“This is like the Florida of Spain,” 
observed Pablo Rivas, general manager 
of Club Altea, describing the Costa 
Blanca region as a “second home” for 
Norwegians and other cold-averse 
European snowbirds.

His busy Altea Golf Club, with its 
hilly terrain, pine tree-lined fairways and 
double tees that extend the nine-hole track 
to 18, was the perfect start to our five-day, 
small-group golf getaway to Costa Blanca 
courses generally not on Americans’ radar. 

Club Altea’s upper-deck café, with stun-
ning terrace views, also introduced us to 
paella, Spain’s iconic national dish. Served 
in big, round steel pans, the saffron-
colored rice casserole with vegetables and 
various combinations of meat or seafood, 
was born in Valencia, 80 miles north.

Overall, the Valencia region, which 
includes Alicante and the Costa Blanca, 
stretches roughly 125 miles, with 23 
courses and 28 hotels represented 
through the Costa Blanca Golf con-
sortium. Many of the hotels, including 
Dona Monse Hotel (with views of Tor-
revieja Pink Salt Lagoon), offer multi-
course, stay-and-play options for golf 
groups, large and small.

La Marquesa Golf & Country Club, Alicante region

La Marquesa Golf & Country Club, Alicante region

Susan R. Pollack 
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Affordable Alicante region
Karl Herssens, of the Dublin-based 

golf tour operator, Golfbreaks.ie, said he 
was pleasantly surprised by the quality 
and affordability of Alicante-area courses 
he played last November, when I met 
him. He has since arranged trips there for 
some 200 golfers, in groups ranging from 
two to 40, though there’s room for more, 
he said. Ground packages include accom-
modations, golf, transfers, club rental and 
more; airfare typically is on your own. 

“Alicante is still a relatively unknown 
region, which offers some fantastic golf 
courses at a great price point,” Herssens 
said. “Whether it’s a group of older golfers 
looking to enjoy the golf and experience 
some of the culture, or a group of younger 
people looking to enjoy the nightlife, 
there is something for everyone.”

The 18-hole Hotel Alicante Golf 
course, designed by legendary Spanish 
golfer Seve Ballesteros, is popular, Hers-
sens said. The course measures 6,820 
yards from the tips. 

“The design of the holes and 
strategically-placed bunkers and water 
hazards require you to think your way 
around the golf course,” Herssens said. 
“I’ve had a few groups staying there, 
and they all enjoyed the fact that the 
course is on-site and there are plenty of 
nice bars and restaurants close by.”

The tram beside the hotel is a plus 
for exploring local attractions, includ-
ing Alicante city center, beaches and the 
mountaintop Santa Barbara Castle, with 
amazing views over the bay. One of Spain’s 
largest medieval fortresses, it served as a 
prison during the Spanish Civil War. 

Lo Romero, a lush former orchard with 
back tees stretching 6,821 yards, was our 
group’s favorite. With a memorable island 
green, its signature hole, the par-4 18th, 
provides an entertaining, often dramatic 
finish for golfers and spectators alike.

“The value for money is incredible,” 
Herssens said of the well-maintained 
layout with eight lakes and 57 bunkers. 

Offering varied golf experiences for all 
skill levels, other courses in the southern 
Alicante region that welcome group tours 
include Alenda, Bonalba, El Plantio, 
Vistabella and La Marquesa, whose club-
house terrace cafe serves a killer brownie. 

Heading to Costa Blanca?
With numerous international flights 

and connections, the Alicante and 
Valencia airports provide easy access to 
Costa Blanca. For golf and travel infor-
mation, check out golfcostablanca.org, 
spain.info and parador.es.

Paella served on upper deck terrace of Altea Golf Club

Fresh Valencian oranges star in desserts at Parador de El Saler
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El Saler and Valencia
My personal favorite course, farther 

north near the cosmopolitan city of 
Valencia, was El Saler. The challenging, 
championship track on the grounds of 
Parador de El Saler is part of Spain’s 
network of upscale, government-run 
hotels in former castles, monasteries 
and other special places. 

Set along the Mediterranean coast 
and winding past Albufera Nature 
Preserve’s pine trees, the windswept 18-

hole track, with 90-plus bunkers and 
large difficult greens, is ranked among 
the best in Spain and all of Europe. 
Stretching 6,950 yards from the tips, 
it was conquered by Bernhard Langer, 
whose course record-62 at the 1984 
Spanish Open still stands, according to 
a wooden plaque near the first hole. 

With a fine restaurant, seasonal pool 
and spa, the contemporary parador is 
located 11 miles from Valencia, Spain’s 
third largest city, which is simultane-
ously hip and historic. Take time from 

golf to explore its attractions, from the 
Santiago Calatrava-designed City of 
Arts and Sciences, a futuristic cultural 
complex with an eye-shaped IMAX 
theater/planetarium and Europe’s 
largest aquarium, to the 13th-century 
Valencia Cathedral in Old Town. In 
an elaborate side chapel, under glass, 
sits the Holy Grail, recognized by the 
Vatican as the legendary chalice Christ 
used at the Last Supper. A quick prayer 
might help your golf game. n

Port Saplaya, Valencia

City of Arts and Sciences, Valencia
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Meet AC (Atlantic City CVA) ..........................65 

meetinac.com

Milwaukee Art Museum ................................49 
mam.org

Mt. Washington Cog Railway ........................12 

thecog.com

Museum of the American Revolution ..........75 

amrevmuseum.org

Muskegon County CVB ..................................32 

visitmuskegon.org

National Law Enforcement
 Officers Memorial & Museum .......................84 

lawmemorial.org

New England Travel Showcase (NETS) ...........8 

NewEnglandTravelShowcase.com

Newport Mansions ........................................80 

newportmansions.org

Niagara Parks Commission ...........................91 

niagaraparks.com

North of Boston CVB .....................................62 

northofboston.org

North Shore Music Theatre/
 Back Stage Bistro ..........................................61 

nsmt.org

Ocean City CVB ..............................................59 

ococean.com

Ohio Travel Association / OTA .........................7 

ohiotravel.org

One Liberty Observation Deck .....................75 

phillyfromthetop.com

Philadelphia CVB ...........................................74 

pcvb.org

Philadelphia Museum of Art .........................75 

philamuseum.org

Real Racine County CVB ................................49 

racine.org

Residence & Conference Centre - 
 King City ........................................................87
stayrcc.com

Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada ........................88 

ripleysaquariumofcanada.com

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame & Museum .............44 

rockhall.com

Rural Route 1 Popcorn ...................................48 

ruralroute1.com

Shaw Festival Theatre....................................90 

shawfest.com

Shelburne Museum .......................................82 

shelburnemuseum.org

So IN Tourism 
 (Clark-Floyd Counties CTB) ..........................24
gosoin.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort .....................31 

soaringeaglecasino.com

Spyscape ........................................................71 

spyscape.com

Stratford Shakespeare Festival ....................93 

stratfordfestival.ca

The Fireside Dinner Theatre..........................49 

firesidetheatre.com

The Mount/Edith Wharton Restoration .........62 

edithwharton.org

The Wallhouse Hotel - Walnut Creek ............41 

wallhousehotels.com

Tin Mill Restaurant ........................................87 

tinmill.ca

Toby’s Dinner Theatre ...................................84 

tobysdinnertheatre.com

Tourism Toronto .............................................89 

seetorontonow.com

Tulip Time Festival, Inc ..................................33 

tuliptime.com

Tuscarawas County CVB ................................39 

ohiotimelessadventures.com

Visit Frederick ................................................58 

visitfrederick.org

Visit French Lick West Baden ........................23 

visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

Visit Hendricks County ..................................27 

tourhendrickscounty.com

VISIT Milwaukee ............................................49 

milwaukee.org

Visit Montgomery - MD .................................59 

visitmontgomery.com

Visit Springfield .............................................19 

VisitSpringfieldIllinois.com

Wayne County CVB ........................................41 

wccvb.com

Weathervane Seafood ...................................10 

weathervaneseafoods.com

Windmill Island Gardens ...............................33 

windmillisland.org

Worthington Area CVB ..................................36 
worthingtonmnchamber.com

Youngstown - Mahoning County CVB ..........46 
youngstownlive.com



VISIT E AG ANMN.COM OR C ALL DENISE OLSEN FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ENJOY E AG AN •  866-324-2620 

[  ENJOY EAGAN MINNESOTA   ]

FANTASTIC GROUP TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN 
Eagan is the perfect destination for your next group tour. Proud to be home of the 
Minnesota Vikings and Viking Lakes, groups can experience the state-of-the-art 
Vikings Museum, which features interactive displays and a complete history of the 
Minnesota Vikings. As one of only four NFL team museums in the country, this is a 
must-see! Eagan is also located less than five miles to amazing attractions like the 
Minnesota Zoo and Fort Snelling, both of which offer behind-the-scenes programs 
just for groups. Additionally, Eagan features a fantastic array of tax-free shopping  
at Twin Cities Premium Outlets – the largest outlet mall in the Upper Midwest.  
With 18 amazing hotels most offering complimentary breakfast and free on-site 
motor coach parking, Eagan is THE place to book your next group tour. 

TWIN CITIES PREMIUM OUTLETS® MINNESOTA ZOO FORT SNELLING

MINNESOTA 
VIKINGS 
MUSEUM




