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From the Editor
Chugging into the new year

Until next time,

«

«

Welcome to our first issue of 2020. Even though we’re already a
month into the new year, I always love how this issue feels like a fresh
start. And we do have a few new things up our sleeve for you this
year!
First, let me introduce our new associate editor, Kate O’Neil.
You’ll notice her byline on this month’s cover story (page 12). O’Neil
researched the rails and historic trains that helped drive American
history in the Southeast and West.
Also new this year, you’ll notice a feature called OnTrend (page
11). This will be a place to find information on popular and trending
industry topics. This month, we’ve featured the Hyatt Regency Seattle,
the largest hotel in the Pacific Northwest. Have an idea or topic to
share? We’d love to hear it!
In the back of the magazine, you’ll find a special section
dedicated to the great state of North Carolina. We’ve included
itineraries and tour stops to make your next trip to the Tar Heel State
unforgettable. Page 90.
We’ve packed this issue full of travel destinations you’ll love. On
page 36, Managing Editor Kelsey Smith shares about her “be a kid
again”-themed visit to Branson, Missouri. On page 78, Publisher
Elly DeVries spotlights Irving, Texas, a city brimming with group tour
options. And, on page 86, contributor Erica Zazo recounts her artful
adventures in Lisbon, Portugal.
As always, thank you for reading Group Tour magazine.

Group Tour Media
is a proud member of:
American Bus Association
California Travel Association
Circle Michigan
Destinations International
Florida Attractions Association
Louisiana Travel Promotions
Association
National Tour Association

Courtney Birchmeier

New Mexico Hospitality Association

courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Southeast Tourism Society
Student & Youth Travel Association

Up next: In March, bring your appetites and walking shoes as we
dish up group-friendly food tours. Don’t miss features on Cleveland,
Ohio; Salem, Massachusetts; and Tenerife, the largest of Spain’s
Canary Islands.

Virginia Motorcoach Association

On the cover:
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad,
Chama, New Mexico,
and Antonito, Colorado
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
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find us on
facebook!
“like” @grouptourmagazine

Follow Group Tour Media on Facebook to keep
up with the latest group experiences and ideas.
Share your experiences by tagging us or
use our hashtag: #GroupTour.

@grouptourmagazine

never miss an issue!
Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly
restaurants and lodging in every issue.
GroupTour.com/subscribe
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news & notes
Washougal lands
new yacht tours

The Port of Camas-Washougal in Washington will serve as a launching pad for
the Crystal Dolphin, an 84-foot, 140-passenger yacht set to dock this summer.
Portland Spirit, based in Portland, Oregon,
plans to offer three-hour, roundtrip tours
from Washougal to Beacon Rock twice a
day on the Crystal Dolphin starting in July
and running through August. Portland
Spirit is known for its sightseeing cruises
in the Columbia River Gorge.
360-835-2196, portcw.com

The Port of Camas-Washougal

Museum highlighting
African American music
set for Nashville

In summer 2020, the National Museum
of African American Music plans to open
its doors in downtown Nashville. This
56,000-square-foot facility will preserve
and celebrate over 50 music genres created and inspired by African Americans.
Galleries will cover centuries of African
American music through interactive
displays and state-of-the-art technology,
and display numerous artifacts, clothing
and memorabilia.
615-301-8724, nmaam.org

OKC announces opening
for First Americans
Museum

In late 2019, Oklahoma City announced
the First Americans Museum — formerly
known as the American Indian Cultural
Center and Museum — will officially open
in May 2021. The project broke ground
in 2006 but hit a standstill in 2012 when
state funding halted. Operations were
revitalized three years later when the
city took over. The museum will feature a
Smithsonian gallery, a family center, dining options and other exhibits highlighting the 39 tribal nations of Oklahoma.
405-594-2100, famok.org
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Spotlight

Rockport Tours creates
legacy in Group Tour planning

mike Kohleffel
CEO of Rockport Tours

BY cINDY FISH

It’s no secret that the popularity of
the internet in recent decades has led
travelers to research, plan and book
their own travel online. As consumer
use of the internet continues to change
the nature of the travel industry, Mike
Kohleffel, CEO of Rockport Tours, credits
his company’s survival to its willingness
to rethink the role of the travel planner
and advisor in the digital age.
The Corpus Christi, Texas-based
company has been in the groupplanning business since 1992. Kohleffel
attests that Rockport Tours’ continued
success is based on acknowledging
the advantages that come with planning
travel online, while highlighting the
advantages that come with working
with a travel professional. His company

Samba school, Brazil

has developed an approach that allows
clients to benefit from both.

Q.

What sets Rockport Tours apart
from other tour planners?

A.

We spend a great deal of time
getting to know our client and hopefully
understand their motivations. If you ask
people to imagine a Hawaiian vacation,
everyone will have a different picture
in their mind. Some might imagine a
hammock on a beach, someone else
might envision a cruise ship, while a
third person may see a luau on a remote
beach. We want to understand exactly
what that picture looks like before we
begin planning or making suggestions.
Offering unique experiences, unbiased
recommendations and keeping the
entire process as transparent as
possible is key. At the end of the day,
our clients value that personal touch
they get with us.

Q.

What advice would you give to
someone interested in becoming a
travel advisor specializing in group
tours?

A.

Be very careful in the budgeting
process. Remember, you are dealing
with one person — the group leader
— but she/he is dealing with everyone
in their group. It is not unusual for
participants to drop out or suddenly
need a meal included. Unfortunately,

Rockport Tours

increasing the rate is very difficult.
Leaving some space in the budget
allows you to make your group leader’s
life easier, and at the end of the day, that
is why they pay us!

Q.

What is the “next big thing” for
Rockport Tours?

A. I think we would like to begin offering
a receptive tour option to groups that
want to visit Texas. I think the lessons
we have learned from being an
outbound provider make us uniquely
qualified to offer the best tours of Texas!
Plus, our state is so large, that the only
way to offer the truly unique experiences
is through someone that is local.

Q.

Tell me about a favorite tour you
have planned. What made it special?

A.

I love them all! Really, it is true! My
favorite trips are the ones that people
enjoy. Nothing makes me happier than
hearing back from a group that loved
their trip!

Q.

On a long flight, what is your go-to
distraction?

A.

A good, old-fashioned book! I can
read for hours.
Rockport Tours
888-937-3488
rockporttours.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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news & notes
Seattle Asian Art Museum reopens

The newly renovated Seattle Asian Art Museum reopens
this month with reimagined and reinstalled exhibits that offer a thematic view of Asian art. Before reconstruction, the
museum divided works geographically and mainly focused
on Chinese, Japanese and Indian artworks. Now, the museum features vibrant works from all over the world’s largest
continent. A new Asian Paintings Conversation Center will
eventually open on location — the first museum center of
its kind in the western United States.
206-654-3112,
seattleartmuseum.org/visit/Asian-art-museum
Creative Commons

Botanica Wichita
makes plans for Koch
Carousel Gardens

In November of 2019, Botanica
Wichita opened the newly restored
Joyland Carousel for visitors. It
is one of the less than 100 working Allan Herschell carousels in
the world and features 36 horses
and two chariots. The opening of
the carousel is the first phase of a
plan to develop an 8-acre garden
surrounding the carousel pavilion.
The garden will include interactive
activities, an entertainment stage
and an open-air patio.
316-264-0448, ext. 109,
botanica.org

The Bonnet House
celebrates 100 years

Creative Commons

This year, the Bonnet House
Museum and Gardens — located in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida — marks
its 100th anniversary. The museum
kicked off the celebration with the
announcement of a fundraiser for the
preservation of this whimsical gem in
southern Florida. The house was built
in 1920 and owned by Frederic Clay
Bartlett and his wife, Helen Louise
Birch. Today, it serves to preserve
the history and environment of the
region and fosters learning and creative expression.
954-703-2606, bonnethouse.org

Macon music studio
restored to its vintage glory

In late 2019, the Capricorn Sound Studios was
reborn under a new name. Now called Mercer
Music at Capricorn, this multi-purpose venue in
downtown Macon, Georgia, strives to support
Macon’s past, present and future musical heritage. The facility features rehearsal rooms, studios
and meeting space. Mercer Music also opened a
state-of-the-art, interactive museum earlier this
year, with more than 1,200 square feet of artifacts,
murals and digital kiosks.
capricorn.mercer.edu
Mercer University
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ONTREND

Largest hotel in the Pacific Northwest
offers distinct Seattle experience

w
By Courtney Erndt

ithin a mile
of Pike Place
Market, Space
Needle and
Chihuly Garden
and Glass, Hyatt Regency Seattle has
become a beacon among the city
skyline since its opening in 2018.
The hotel represents the Pacific
Northwest in several deliberate
architectural choices, such as oversized
windows that allow an abundance of
light, and natural wood throughout
the guest rooms and public spaces.
Restaurants inside the property celebrate
local ingredients, providing groups with a
distinct Seattle experience.
“Our sheer size is noticeable,” said
Danielle Boyles, director of sales and

marketing at Hyatt Regency Seattle.
“With that said, we are not just the
biggest; we focus on being the best.
Hyatt Regency Seattle prides itself on
the thoughtful customer service provided
to each guest. Our hotel colleagues
focus on exceeding the needs and
wants of our groups.”
The hotel ensures easy load-in-and-out
from a dedicated location on the property,
as well as speedy luggage delivery.
“We hope all groups, especially
motorcoach groups, feel warmly
welcomed and taken care of when
staying at Hyatt Regency Seattle.”
Hyatt Regency Seattle
206-973-1234
hyattregencyseattle.com

Danielle
Boyles
Director of sales & marketing
Hyatt Regency Seattle
is a leader in energy and
environmental design. It was the
only hotel in the Seattle area to
receive LEED Gold Certification
in 2019.

Food and beverage options
include Andare Kitchen & Bar,
a casual Italian restaurant
focusing on local ingredients;
Daniel’s Broiler, a high-end,
premier steakhouse; and the
Market, a 24-hour market for
on-the-go, already-prepared
food including both cold and
hot entrees.

The hotel’s owners
commissioned largescale murals for its grand,
public spaces. Six local
photographers were selected
to shoot classic Northwest
landscapes, illuminated in light
boxes at the entrance to each
of the hotel’s 1,260 rooms.

Serving as a centerpiece to
the bright and open reception
area, a 5.7-ton suspended rock
is encased in the wall.

Hyatt Regency Seattle
grouptourmagazine.com
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HISTORY

IN MOTION

Discover adventure on the American rails
By Kate O’Neil

Rivers, highways, bridges and all
travel routes alike have helped pave
American history. Few, however, compare to that of the American railroad
and its historic trains. Echoing the
ingenuity that connected the Atlantic
Coast to the Pacific Ocean, trains highlight the innovations of North American
travel and boast the elegance of western
culture. They incite both nostalgia for
an era bygone and the thrill of new
horizons ahead.
From steam to diesel locomotives,
groups can hop the rails and take a ride
through history while enjoying culinary
delights and the vast North American
landscape. Grab a compass and pack a
suitcase; the distant sounds of a whistle
and roaring engine are calling.

Durbin & Greenbrier
Valley Railroad
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mountainrail

Napa Valley Wine Train
Napa, California
Located in the heart of one of the most
celebrated wine regions in the world, the
Napa Valley Wine Train amazes groups
with countless travel amusements. Its early
20th-century vintage Pullman rail cars
restored with Honduran mahogany paneling, brass accents, etched glass partitions
and luxury armchairs create a sophisticated environment for groups desiring fine
dining with vintage flare.
“The Napa Valley Wine Train offers
an engaging and memorable experience
that echoes the glory days of train travel,”

Napa Valley Wine Train

said Rick Evanich, area managing director of the Napa Valley Wine Train.
The options are endless for groups
selecting a train and wine tour. The Vista
Dome Car Tour chugs past the colorful
vineyards of world-renowned wineries, which visitors see from an elevated
observation-style dining car. Take the experience to the next level with the Legacy,
Collective or Estate tours. These full-day
trips include a four-course meal and tastings at three of Napa’s exemplary wineries.
A trip on the Napa Valley Wine Train
also highlights winery history in the
Napa region. Groups discover the lega-

cies of notable wine-making families in
Napa Valley while tasting the delicious
significance of continued traditions.
“The Napa Valley Wine Train is a mustdo experience for anyone visiting Napa
Valley and is one of the most distinctive
restaurants in the region,” Evanich said.
The Napa Valley Wine Train can accommodate group sizes ranging from 20
to 350. Train rides last three to six hours
depending on the tour.
Napa Valley Wine Train
707-251-5225
winetrain.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad
Chama, New Mexico,
and Antonito, Colorado

Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad
Durbin, West Virginia
Locally-owned Durbin & Greenbrier
Valley Railroad operates four scenic
train excursions, each unique in route
with an emphasis on preserving the history of trains and railroads.
Connected by three historic depots
and one bridge, the railroad boards
groups in Durbin, Elkins and Cass, then
sweeps them away into the lush 900,000acre Monongahela National Forest.
Groups experience immaculate West Virginia mountain scenery; historic towns;
secluded waterfalls; and sightings of bald
eagles, black bears and other wildlife.
“Our rides pass through long
stretches of wilderness scenery that is
otherwise inaccessible except on foot,”
said John W. Smith, president of Durbin
14

February 2020

& Greenbrier Valley Railroad.
Enjoy on-board lunch buffets, gourmet
dinners, murder mysteries and wine tastings, all on beautifully restored railcars
powered by steam and diesel locomotives.
In addition to providing captivating
excursions, the railroad diligently works
to maintain the quality of its equipment.
“Durbin & Greenbrier was formed
for the purpose of preserving unused
and abandoned rail lines in the area,”
Smith said.
Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad
accommodates group sizes up to 200.
Day trips last two to five hours, with additional options for overnight excursions

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad goes where no automobile
can. With routes providing sights into
canyons and over ridges, trips are truly
“off-the-grid” and offer groups some of
the best views between Northern New
Mexico and Southern Colorado.
“The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad is the highest, longest and most
authentic steam railroad in the U.S.,” said
John Bush, president of the Cumbres
& Toltec Scenic Railroad. “Today, it is a
National Historic Landmark that moves.”
Originally constructed in 1880, the
Cumbres & Toltec fell into abandonment until the late 20th century. Wanting to preserve a historical treasure, New
Mexico and Colorado jointly purchased
nine locomotives, over 130 freight cars,
and the Chama yard and maintenance
facility in 1970. The railroad began welcoming visitors the following year.
Today, groups can board these rescued trains and take trips ranging from
two to eight hours in length. Train speeds
never exceed 12 mph, giving travelers
every opportunity to enjoy the smooth
rocking of a traveling locomotive without
missing Rocky Mountain backcountry.
“Wyatt Earp, Doc Holliday and many
other historic Old West figures rode this
train,” Bush said. “A live steam railroad
is an unforgettable trip to the past.”
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
877-890-2737
cumbrestoltec.com

Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad
304-636-9477, ext. 109
mountainrailwv.com
From left: Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Walter Scriptunus

tunus

Train museums
Northwest Railway Museum
Snoqualmie, Washington
As the largest railroad museum in
Washington, the Northwest Railway
Museum offers groups a glimpse into
the railroad’s influence in the settlement
of the American Northwest. Explore the
old Snoqualmie Depot and view artifacts
in the museum’s 25,000-square-foot
Train Shed Exhibit Building.
trainmuseum.org

The Historic Railpark & Train Museum
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The museum is located inside a 1925
depot, once a booming hub providing
passage for travelers between Louisville,
Kentucky; and Nashville, Tennessee.
Groups can climb aboard five restored
railcars to learn about their exciting past
and the region’s heritage.
historicrailpark.com

Museum of the American Railroad
Frisco, Texas
Offering educational programs on
the history and technology of railroading, the Museum of the American
Railroad showcases collected artifacts
and restored railcars that provide an
understanding of the past and present
of trains.
museumoftheamericanrailroad.org

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum
Chattanooga, Tennessee
Explore rugged Tennessee terrain
while taking a train ride from a facility
used as the backdrop of several movies,
documentary films and music videos.
“The Tennessee Valley Railroad
Museum provides an interactive,
historical experience that will add an
extra dimension to a group’s visit,” said
Olivia Hovey, director of passenger sales
and development at Tennessee Valley
Railroad Museum. “Groups will find the
only regularly scheduled, full-sized train
ride in Tennessee.”
Penelope Soule Gault

Founded in 1960, the Tennessee
Valley Railroad Museum was created by
like-minded individuals wanting to save
steam locomotives and railway equipment for historical display and use.
Now, the excursion-based museum
offers numerous train ride experiences
starting from stations in Chattanooga
and Etowah, Tennessee.
On the hourlong Missionary Ridge
Local trip, groups receive a history lesson,
experience a turntable demonstration,
pass through a pre-Civil War tunnel and
tour the railroad’s restoration facility.

On the Summerville Steam Special
— a nine-hour tour — guests depart
from the Grand Junction Station in
Chattanooga and travel a historic route
to Summerville, Georgia, for sightseeing
and shopping.
“The Tennessee Valley Railroad hopes
to educate our visitors about the importance of this industry and how it helped
create the modern world,” Hovey said.
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum
423-894-8028, ext. 1017
tvrail.com/groups

grouptourmagazine.com
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itinerary planner

Alabama
Auburn-Opelika

Centrally located near Atlanta, Georgia; and Birmingham
and Montgomery, Alabama; Auburn-Opelika hosts numerous
natural beauties and exciting stops. Home to the second-largest
university in the state, Auburn-Opelika offers groups a diverse
city scene with a college-town feel.
“Auburn-Opelika is vibrant, easygoing and authentic,” said
Cat Bobo, communications manager at Auburn-Opelika Tourism.
“Auburn-Opelika is a perfect choice for a relaxing getaway.”
Get a bite to eat at one of the area’s eclectic restaurants,
then take a stroll downtown and stop in one of the many unique
shops and fresh storefronts. Whether in the city center or amid
the rural landscape, groups will enjoy all the unparalleled
diversions in the Auburn-Opelika region.
Auburn-Opelika Tourism
334-501-3281
aotourism.com

SIP

John Emerald Distilling
Company’s award-wining
whiskey is the first legal
whiskey distilled in Alabama
since Prohibition. Groups
can savor delicious cocktails
made from one-of-a-kind
spirits and take a tour of the
facility to learn about the
entire distilling process, from
the barrel storage room to the
bottling line.
John Emerald
Distilling Company
334-737-5353
johnemeralddistilling.com

TOUR

PLAY

Take a tour of Auburn
University’s athletic facilities
given by trained Auburn
University students. They give
groups a history of the school
and provide their personal
experiences at Auburn. Visit
Jordan-Hare Stadium, the
nation’s 10th-largest, oncampus stadium, then stand
in the Watson Field House
where Auburn’s 15 athletic
teams train year-round.

Experience 696-acre
Chewacla State Park and
enjoy over 30 miles of the
South’s best mountain biking
and hiking trails. The park
features a 26-acre lake for
swimming, fishing, kayaking
or canoeing. Magical
waterfalls, pristine creeks
and unique rock formations
will have groups appreciating
the endless beauty of the
Auburn-Opelika landscape.

Auburn University
334-844-9176
auburntigers.com/
sports/2019/4/22/
facilities-tours.aspx

Chewacla State Park
334-887-5621
alapark.com/parks/
chewacla-state-park

Clockwise from top: Henry Reagan/AO Tourism, AO Tourism (2), Dedy Saleh/AO Tourism, AO Tourism
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EAT

One of the many
restaurants located in
Downtown Auburn, Acre
crafts its menu with both a
sophisticated charm and
modern flare, with roots
deep in Southern cuisine.
Guests will enjoy dishes with
ingredients sourced from
on-site gardens and local
farms — all inside a rusticstyle structure designed with
repurposed architectural
details.
Acre
334-246-3763
acreauburn.com

alabama

Montgomery honors civil rights pioneer Rosa Parks
In December, a new statue of Rosa
Parks was unveiled in downtown
Montgomery. Present at the unveiling
was Montgomery’s first-ever AfricanAmerican mayor, Steven Reed, who took
office in November.
The bronze statue is located at the
Montgomery Plaza at the Court Street
Fountain, just 30 feet from the spot
where on Dec. 1, 1955, Parks is believed
to have boarded the bus where she refused to give up her seat to a white man.
In addition to the statue of Parks,
granite markers at the site will commemorate four female plaintiffs in Browder vs.
Gayle, the court case that led to a ruling
that segregation on Montgomery’s public
buses was unconstitutional.

gathered after
Parks’ arrest
to hear Dr.
King’s speech
that stirred the
Montgomery Bus
Boycott. Visit the
Freedom Rides
Museum, the site
of the 1961 attack
on the Freedom
Riders at the
Dexter Parsonage Museum
Greyhound Bus
Station. Explore
memorial documents the history of the
the Dexter
movement with lines that emulate the
Parsonage Museum, Dr. King’s restored
hands of a clock. n
home filled with furniture used by Dr.
King and his family.
Montgomery Chamber Convention
End the trip with a visit to the Civil
and Visitor Bureau
Rights Memorial. A circular black gran334-261-1100
ite table recording the names of marvisitingmontgomery.com
tyrs for the civil rights movement, the

What happened here
changed the world.
Inspire your students to follow the footsteps of the American heroes Rosa
Parks, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Congressman John Lewis, Barbara
Johns, the Tuskegee Airmen and others as you travel the U.S. Civil Rights
Trail. Walk the sacred ground where courageous people struggled
Civil Rights Memorial

The statue is not the only site in the
city that honors Parks; located on the site
of her arrest, the Rosa Parks Museum is a
historical marker chronicling her story.
Montgomery is rich in Civil Rights
history. It is home to Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s church and the State Capitol
— the end point of the third march for
voting rights in Selma.
Groups can create their own trail
highlighting civil rights sites in Montgomery, with multiple locations being
only minutes from each other.
See the church where thousands

and gained their rights.

16th Street Baptist Church Birmingham

To learn how your group can experience
Alabama, contact Rosemary Judkins at
rosemary.judkins@tourism.alabama.gov
or 334-242-4493.

Creative Commons
grouptourmagazine.com
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Explore the new Cook Museum
of Natural Science

111 S. Royal Street, Mobile, AL 36602

HistoryMuseuMofMobile.coM

Open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
I-10 to Exit 15A

20 Miles SW of Mobile, Alabama

Group Tour Office 251.459.8986
12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road • Theodore, AL
bellingrath.org • 251.973.2217

At the Cook Museum of Natural
Science in Decatur, groups will discover
nothing short of amazing.
“(The museum) aims to engage, excite
and educate,” said Mike Taylor, marketing and public relations manager for the
Cook Museum of Natural Science.
The museum, which opened last
summer, does just that with exhibits like
an interactive sand table operating similar to virtual reality, a simulated cave
that looks and feels like a real cave, and a
15,000-gallon saltwater aquarium.
The museum also features a two-story
forest exhibit that “looks like a giant treehouse with a spiral staircase,” Taylor said.
The museum’s exhibits are interactive and include a variety of hands-on
activities.
“We exist to basically get people ex-

Cook Museum of Natural Science

cited about natural science,” Taylor said. “If
you love nature, if you love the outdoors,
if you love science — and even if you don’t
— you’ll love what we have to offer.”
The museum’s location in Decatur —
right in the middle of north Alabama —
makes visiting easy for traveling groups.
“We’re just west of Huntsville and
just east of Florence,” Taylor said. “What
I’ve found in talking with groups is they
like that we’re centrally located. We’re
just off I-65, but the main reason they
want to stop is we’re the only natural
science museum in north Alabama and
maybe in the region.
“The museum complements Huntsville, aka Rocket City, with its applied science technology,” Taylor said.
“Groups visiting the U.S. Space & Rocket
Center, the No. 1 attraction in the state,
find Cook Museum — only 22 miles
away — a convenient stop.”
The museum has received kudos for
controlling visitor flow.
“We try to keep it to 50 people every
15 minutes just so we make sure that it’s
not crowded,” Taylor said. “Explainers
are stationed in each gallery. We don’t
have guided tours because we have
guides at each exhibit, so you go from
person to person.”
Groups of 15 or more get a discount
on admission. Free motorcoach parking
is available nearby. n
Cook Museum of Natural Science
256-351-4505
cookmuseum.org
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Arkansas
Mount Ida

Located about 35 miles west of Hot Springs, the small town
of Mount Ida is surrounded by the beautiful Ouachita National
Forest. Known for deposits of high-quality quartz crystals, Mount
Ida proclaims itself the Quartz Crystal Capital of the World.
Several crystal mines offer group members a chance to dig for
and take home their own gems.
“A scenic drive to Mount Ida allows you to take in the beauty
of the Ouachita Mountains,” said Jessica Ledbetter, tourism
sales manager at Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism.
“Once there, experience the great outdoors with fishing, boating,
hiking, biking or horseback riding.”
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism
501-682-1219
arkansas.com

SEE

EAT

Mount Ida is home to
a melodic scene at the
Front Porch Stage. This
outdoor, family-friendly live
music venue hosts free
performances of bluegrass,
gospel, country and more
every Saturday night May
through October. The aim is
to feature bands that reflect
the musical talent that can be
found in the community and
region.

The Harbor Lodge
Restaurant at Mountain
Harbor Resort & Spa checks
the boxes of dining with
a lake view. The resort is
located on the shore of
Lake Ouachita and the onsite restaurant has items
like steaks, seafood and
homemade onion rings on
the menu. Groups can stay at
the resort to experience both
leisure and adventure.

Front Porch Stage
info@frontporchstage.org
frontporchstage.org

Mountain Harbor
Resort & Spa
807-867-2191
mountainharborresort.com

TOUR

At Wegner Crystal Mines
groups can dig for their
own crystals at a working
mine. It’s also a spot to learn
firsthand about geology
and mining techniques. The
scenery surrounding the
mine is beautiful and what
further stands out are the
environmental practices that
are followed at the mine.
Wegner Crystal Mines
800-367-9888
wegnercrystalmines.com

SHOP

Distinct gifts made by
local artists can be found
at the Ouachita Artists
Gallery & Studio. This spot
is the heart of the local arts
community and serves as an
art guild, gallery and studio
where a changing array
of beautiful art from local
artisans can be found.
Ouachita Artists
Gallery & Studio
870-867-3115
ouachitaartists.org

Clockwise from top: iStock, Ouachita Artists Gallery & Studio, Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism (2),
The Montgomery County Front Porch Stage
grouptourmagazine.com
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Visit Arkansas’ first female-owned winery
Chateau aux Arc (pronounced
Ozark) Vineyards & Winery’s opening in 2001 was noteworthy on several
counts. It was the first and only winery
in Arkansas owned and operated by
a woman and was only the state’s fifth
winery to open since Prohibition. In

Relive history at the gateway to
The West. Explore the Ozarks by
train. Discover world-renowned
outdoor art...Tour Fort Smith!

addition, the vineyard’s owner Audrey
House was the youngest winery owner
in the world at the time.
Since then, several other inspired
wineries have popped up, helping create
the Arkansas Wine Trail.
House still works the vineyards and
makes her own wine, but she has gone
from growing two varieties of grapes to
growing dozens including cabernet sauvignon, zinfandel, vignoles, muscadine
and cynthiana, Arkansas’s state grape.
Visitors to Chateau aux Arc can
enjoy tastings of its award-winning
wines — 100% Arkansas-grown vintages
— at a nominal $5 per person charge.
Visitors also receive a souvenir glass to
take home.
Along with the tasting, wine ambassador Cheryl Crowder happily tells visitors the story of House’s journey from
her days of living in a tent at the back

of the property to becoming the state’s
youngest sommelier. Learn about the
honors House garnered along the way
that made her the success she is today.
Groups also can sit on the tasting
room’s wrap-around verandah and
watch the sunset.
“It’s a beautiful place to come out
here and do that,” Crowder said.
The winery also features a selection
of Arkansas-made gifts including cheese
trays and wind chimes made from Chateau aux Arc bottles.
Chateau aux Arc does not provide
guided tours but accommodates groups
for tastings. Free motorcoach parking is
available on-site. n
Chateau aux Arc
Vineyards & Winery
479-468-4400
chateauauxarc.com

Voted
“Best Free Attraction
in Arkansas”
by Reader’s Digest

The Walmart Museum:

A Favorite of Bus Tours and Group Travelers
Tours love us! Here’s why:

Carolyn Joyce

cjoyce@tourfortsmith.com
(800) 637-1477

tourfortsmith.com
20

· Interactive, easy to take in, dedicated
and knowledgeable tour guides

FREE ADMISSION

Open early (as early as 8 am),
closes late (no earlier than 9 pm)

· Working 5&10 shop takes visitors back in time
· Top-rated ice cream soda fountain with
real soda jerks
· Museum gallery with items that are also
in the Smithsonian

105 North Main Street, Bentonville, Arkansas
(479) 273-1329 | www.WalmartMuseum.com

· It’s all located in the birthplace of Walmart

February 2020

APT 379

Blanchard Springs Caverns, Mountain View

COME FIND
YOUR ARKANSAS

Guitar Walk, Walnut Ridge

Ozark Folk Center, Mountain View

King Biscuit Blues Festival,
Helena-West Helena
Johnny Cash Boyhood Home, Dyess

ArkansasGroupTravel.com
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Florida

The Palm Beaches
What do golf pros like Tiger Woods and Brooks Koepka, Lilly
Pulitzer’s fashion empire and more than 1 million sea turtles
have in common? They all call The Palm Beaches home. The
largest county east of the Mississippi River comprises 39 distinct
cities and towns — where rich history, culture and natural beauty
abound and genuine hospitality makes everyone feel at home.
“In a single day, you can sightsee at ‘America’s First Resort
Destination,’ hike or bike at one of our more than 110 parks and
recreational facilities, and watch the sunset from a catamaran,”
said Jorge Pesquera, president and CEO of Discover The Palm
Beaches. “Between its diversity of attractions and congestionfree highways, The Palm Beaches allows groups to visit a
myriad of sites at a relaxed pace.”
Discover The Palm Beaches
800-554-7256
thepalmbeaches.com

EXPLORE

On a Visit Palm Beach
bike tour along the island’s
world-renowned Lake Trail,
groups will see why Henry
Flagler declared the area “a
veritable paradise.” The late
pioneer who put Florida’s
east coast on the map chose
Palm Beach as his home,
and his work can be admired
to this day.
Visit Palm Beach
561-881-9757
visitpalmbeach.com

EAT

Farm-to-table dining
doesn’t get much fresher
than in The Palm Beaches,
where restaurants like Grato
source local ingredients,
helping to support the
county’s No. 1 industry.
Award-winning chef Clay
Conley puts an inventive spin
on Italian fare, while groups
enjoy ample space in a
rustic, open and airy setting.
Grato
561-404-1334
gratowpb.com

TELEPORT

Is an African safari on
your bucket list? Don’t miss
a stop at Lion Country
Safari. Florida’s only
drive-through safari and
walk-through amusement
park teleports groups to
the Serengeti for an aweinspiring and educational
experience — with more
than 1,000 animals and fun
conservation activities to
boot.

Attractions like the
Loggerhead Marinelife Center
and Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse
inevitably will lure groups
northward. Visitors can kick
off their shoes at the Hilton
Garden Inn Palm Beach
Gardens, the only hotel
within walking distance of The
Gardens Mall and Downtown
at the Gardens, and savor a
plethora of dining, shopping
and entertainment options.

Lion Country Safari
561-793-1084, ext. 2270
lioncountrysafari.com

Hilton Garden Inn Palm
Beach Gardens
561-694-5833
hilton.com

Clockwise from top: Discover The Palm Beaches (3), libbyvision.com, Discover The Palm Beaches
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STAY

florida

Dive into adventure at
Clearwater Marine Aquarium
Clearwater Marine Aquarium isn’t a
typical aquarium. Every day, it strives to
rescue marine life. Its marine life hospital provides advanced and effective care
to maximize the opportunity to return
sick or injured animals to their homes.
“We believe in preserving our environment while inspiring the human
spirit through leadership in the rescue,
rehabilitation and release of marine life;
environmental education; research; and
conservation,” said Kylie Diaz, director of tourism marketing for Clearwater Marine Aquarium. “We educate
and inspire millions of people around
the world through films like Dolphin
Tale and Dolphin Tale 2.
“People relate to the strength it takes to
overcome obstacles, as brave animals exemplify that every day. By inviting guests
to see firsthand how we care for these animals, we create powerful experiences that
can change lives and make a difference.”
Winter the dolphin, star of the Dolphin
Tale movies, lives on-site at the aquarium
and swims with a prosthetic tail.
“Guests usually come in to see
Winter the dolphin, and leave with heart

for the mission of rescue, rehab, release,
education and inspiration,” Diaz said.
Aside from visiting Winter, groups
can get outside and explore Florida’s
environment firsthand.
“The Sea Life Safari and Dolphin Adventure Tour Boat rides are an incredible experience — we get our visitors out
onto Clearwater Bay,” Diaz said. “These
educational tours are run by real-life
marine biologists and are a favorite
experience among guests.”
A massive expansion is currently
taking place at the aquarium. Set for
completion later this year, the expansion will allow the aquarium to rescue
and release more marine life, create an
enhanced living habitat for resident
non-releasable animals, provide more
space for guests, and feature a state-ofthe-art theater and event space.
Once the expansion is complete, the
aquarium will be able to host groups of
up to 450 guests. n

Clearwater Marine Aquarium

Explore the Historic Homes
and Gardens of
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford
239.334.7419 • EdisonFord.org

Clearwater Marine Aquarium
727-441-1790
seewinter.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Georgia

St. Simons Island
The largest barrier island in the Golden Isles, St. Simons
Island lies across the immortalized Marshes of Glynn. Mossdraped oaks, breathtaking beaches, fascinating museums,
challenging golf courses and a variety of outdoor adventures
beckon groups from all over.
“On St. Simons Island, groups will be welcomed by calm
ocean breezes, chattering shorebirds and friendly locals who
are so glad groups come to visit,” said Marcie Kicklighter,
marketing and communications manager at Golden Isles
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
It’s no wonder USA TODAY named St. Simons Island on its
list of Best Coastal Small Towns. Exceptional restaurants and
a variety of friendly inns and luxurious resorts give St. Simons
Island the fame that has attracted groups for generations.
Golden Isles Convention and Visitors Bureau
912-638-9014
goldenisles.com

EXPLORE

Located near the village
and pier, the St. Simons
Lighthouse Museum hosts
one of five surviving light
towers in Georgia. Today, the
lighthouse is still an active
navigational tool for ships
entering St. Simons Sound.
Experience the island’s
most iconic landmark while
climbing 129 steps to be
rewarded by breathtaking
views of the Golden Isles.
St. Simons Lighthouse
Museum
912-634-7091
coastalgeorgiahistory.org

DISCOVER

If visitors look closely at
some of the majestic oak
trees that cover St. Simons
Island, it’s possible to find
one gazing back. The many
Tree Spirits scattered across
St. Simons Island were
hand-carved by artist Keith
Jennings. Local legend says
the carvings immortalize the
countless sailors who lost
their lives at sea.
The Tree Spirits of St.
Simons Island
912-638-9014
goldenisles.com

Golden Isles Convention and Visitors Bureau
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VISIT

LEARN

Built in 1884, Christ
Church is nestled among
huge oak trees on St.
Simons Island’s north end.
In a serene setting of native
live oaks, holly and cedar
trees, this landmark is open
for tours Tuesday through
Sunday from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
View magnificent stainedglass windows and tour
the cemetery grounds with
graves of many early settlers.

Fort Frederica was
built to help protect General
James Oglethorpe’s new
Georgia colony from the
Spanish in Florida. Now a
national monument, the fort
welcomes visitors year-round
to learn about colonial life
and the decisive victory over
the Spanish in the Battle
of Bloody Marsh. The park
visitor center features multiple
exhibits and a short film.

Christ Church
912-638-8683
goldenisles.com

Fort Federica
912-638-3639
goldenisles.com

georgia

Booth Western Art Museum highlights American history
Traditional and contemporary Western art exhibits await visitors at Booth
Western Art Museum in Cartersville, the
largest museum for Western art in the
Southeast.
“We not only have Western art, we also
have a presidents’ gallery with an actual
written or typed letter with the signature
of every U.S. president — even President
Donald Trump,” said Sandy Scott, director
of marketing at the museum. “We have
an ongoing Commanders in Chief project
to go along with the presidential gallery
where we have one massive portrait of the
19th-century presidents.”
The same artist created a similar
portrait of 18th-century presidents and
of the three presidents of the current century. The portraits are on view through
the end of 2020.
More than a dozen galleries house the
Booth’s permanent collection with works
by traditional artists such as Frederic
Remington and Charles Russell as well as
contemporary artists Howard Terpning
and Andy Warhol.
The museum, which opened in 2003,
covers 120,000 square-feet over three
levels and houses four galleries for visiting exhibits — including one dedicated to
photography exhibitions — that change
out.
“People can come more than one time
and have a different experience with the
temporary galleries changing out,” Scott
said.
The War is Hell gallery features paintings and sculptures by contemporary
artists depicting the Civil War.
Two exhibits in 2020 — “The Jackson Hole 5: Important Painters from the
West” and “Making Their Mark: American Women Artists” — will focus on
female artists.
Groups of 10 or more booking at least
two weeks in advance get a discount on
admission and tours.
“We can put a docent with the tour,
and it’s a very personal guided tour
through the museum that hits the highlights of each and every gallery,” Scott said.

Free motorcoach parking is available
at a lot on the north or east side of the
museum. n
Booth Western Art Museum
770-387-3849
boothmuseum.org/grouptours

Booth Western Art Museum
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in Douglasville

Explore our history, dine our many
restaurants or spend the day at
some of our unmatched attractions!
Douglasville is home to the largest
mall west of Atlanta, Arbor Place
Mall, Sweetwater Creek State Park
and so much more!

Located just 20 miles
west of Atlanta, Georgia

VisitDouglasville.com
770-947-5920
grouptourmagazine.com
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Georgia State Railroad Museum
highlights 19th-century steam locomotives
Railroad buffs will delight in visiting
the Georgia State Railroad Museum, site
of one of the first railroads chartered in the
state of Georgia, and now the most complete antebellum railroad of its kind in the
world. The museum — located in Savannah — is a National Historic Landmark.
Visitors can explore Georgia railroad
history at Central of Georgia Railway’s
Savannah Shops and Terminal Facilities. Take a short ride on an open-sided
passenger train, with steam locomotives
operating on select dates and diesels
operating most days.
A visit begins with a film that gives an
overview of the site’s history. After, visitors can tour two restored private executive railcars used by past presidents of the
railway, visit the roundhouse, explore the
locomotion lab and see a steam power
demonstration.
On a guided tour, groups visit the
model train room, pump their way
down a short line of track on a handcar
and explore freight cars in the Coach &
Paint Shops.
Also on-site are a fully operational
train table, blacksmith shop, tender frame
shop, machine shop, boiler room and
store house.
The railroad quit operations in 1963
because the facility could not fix the

diesel locomotives.
“This facility was built for steam
between 1852 and 1855,” said Sara Reynolds, resource educator at the museum.
“At that time it was all steam locomotives.
By 1953 though, they were converting
over to diesel.”
After starting the destruction of several
repair shop structures, Savannah residents
ceased the demolition. In 1978 it was recognized as a National Historic Landmark.
“Combination tickets are available

Coastal Heritage Society
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for three sites operated by the Coastal
Heritage Society,” said Lee Booth, event
coordinator of the society.
Special tour options are offered to
groups including a one-hour program
with hands-on activities, plus an option
to add a site tour by train. Motorcoach
parking is free. n
Georgia State Railroad Museum
912-651-6823
chsgeorgia.org/GSRM
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Kentucky
Bowling Green

Bowling Green is known as Vette City USA and is geared
for excitement. Discover cultural sites celebrating southern
Kentucky’s history. Get closer to nature and explore one
of the many caves in the region. Get a taste of Southern
hospitality at restaurants ranging from fine dining to the best
of country cooking.
“Bowling Green continues to get national attention for being
a motorsports playground, but group travelers don’t have to
be gearheads to appreciate what our community offers,” said
Beth Noffsinger, communications director for the Bowling
Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We’re only an hour
north of Nashville and just south of Mammoth Cave National
Park and bourbon country, so we’re the perfect spot to stop
for a night or two.”
Bowling Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
270-782-7465
visitbgky.com

EXPLORE

Explore the region’s
geological past with a visit to
Lost River Cave, featuring
the only underground boat
tour in Kentucky. Learn about
the rich history of the area
— including the rehabilitation
of this nature preserve right
in the middle of town — and
hear tales from when the
cave became a nightclub in
the 1930s.
Lost River Cave
270-393-0077
lostrivercave.org

RIDE

Fuel the group’s need
for speed with a visit to
the only museum in the
world celebrating America’s
Sports Car. At the National
Corvette Museum, see
more than 70 Corvettes,
including the eight damaged
after falling into a sinkhole
in 2014. Experience getting
behind the wheel of a
Corvette at the nearby NCM
Motorsports Park.
National Corvette Museum
270-467-8808
corvettemuseum.org

EAT

A Bowling Green tradition
for more than 30 years,
Mariah’s is known for its
steaks, burgers, Southern
fare and Galaxy Pie — a
layered ice cream dessert
made at nearby Chaney’s
Dairy Barn. Featuring
charming décor and banquet
space, this downtown
favorite is just steps
from the Bowling Green
Ballpark, Southern Kentucky
Performing Arts Center and
SOKY Marketplace.

SHOP

Experience some of the
best shopping in downtown
Bowling Green in the historic
buildings surrounding
Fountain Square Park.
From gifts and home decor
to jewelry and works by local
artists, there’s a wonderful
variety of shops to explore
in these beautifully restored
facilities.
Fountain Square Park
270-393-3000
bgky.org

Mariah’s
270-846-0020
mariahs.com

Clockwise from top: Jacob Boomsma, Bowling Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (2), National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

grouptourmagazine.com
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Walk with spirits in La Grange
For almost a century, the citizens of
La Grange have been documenting the
sightings of the ghosts that haunt this
historic city. Today, groups can hear
stories of paranormal activity related to
actual records of people and structures
on The Spirits of La Grange Ghost Tour.
The Spirits of La Grange Ghost Tour
was developed by the La Grange Main
Street Program — a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation
of downtown La Grange. All proceeds
benefit the preservation of the city and
fund façade renovations and repairs.
On a two-hour candlelit walking
tour, groups venture inside famed locations and learn the stories of fascinating spirits that have been haunting La
Grange for decades.
“Our tours are entertaining and
educational, with a basis in history of
real residents of our town,” said Sandie

Fulks, executive
director of the
La Grange Main
Street Program.
“There are several
types of ‘ghosts’
or ‘spirits’ and we
seem to have all
of them here in
La Grange.”
Spirit activity in La Grange
includes residual
hauntings —
spirits that do not
interact with their
surroundings —
and interactive
or intelligent hauntings — in which the
spirits attempt to communicate with the
environment.
Learn about the cellar door that never

The Spirits of La Grange Ghost Tour

stays closed or the woman who walks
the halls of the old funeral home. Hear
the tale of the young girl who haunts
multiple buildings and the deranged
man who shot his mother.
Occasionally, paranormal activity is
experienced while on tours.
“Sometimes certain people can act
as a catalyst,” Fulks said. “Spirits seem
to interact with certain people and not
others.”
Extensive research supports each
ghost tour; experts investigate every reported incident and explore the historical background of the person, animal or
event sighted.
The Spirits of La Grange Ghost Tour
encourages groups to bring flashlights,
cameras and rain gear. n
The Spirits of La Grange Ghost Tour
502-291-1766
lagrangemainstreet.org
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Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum features rare animals
Located in Cave City, locally-owned
Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum
features more than 1,600 rare and exotic
animals in a 14,000-square-foot facility.
Each specimen is a work of taxidermy — all donated and none killed
for the sole purpose of display — and
is featured with elements specific to its
natural habitat. Groups will see big cats
like tigers, lions, leopards and one of the
rarest in the world: a snow leopard. The
museum also includes bears, sheep, deer,
ox, caribou and many other commonly
known and rare animals.
“We have taken great effort to make
the museum as natural as possible,” said
Christy Kelley, marketing manager at
Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum. “This
exhibit is not just the best in the area; it is
by far the best in the whole Southeast.”
At Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum, groups don’t have to journey far,
as there is no need to travel to another
continent to see these animals. Visitors become awestruck at how alive the
animals look and enjoy how close they
can get to the specimen to learn about
its behavior and environment.

Kelley said.
After roaming the exhibit, groups
can stop at the museum’s gift shop to
find souvenirs like T-shirts, coffee mugs,
stuffed animals and other items to remember the museum by.
All visits are self-guided. Group rates

Favorite displays include the tiger,
wolf and moose, as viewers are amazed
at how large these animals are when they
have the ability to see them up close.
In addition to the many mammals,
the museum has a large selection of
marine life, insects, birds, reptiles and
other creatures. Visit the butterfly room,
containing a collection of bugs, beetles
and butterflies from all over the world.
“It is a very unique experience,”

Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum
270-773-2255
mammothcavewildlifemuseum.com

TOURS START AT 9 AM

a well
Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum

apply for groups of 15 or more. The
museum requests that group leaders call
in advance for more details. n

crafted experience

To experience authentic Kentucky, spend a day in
ShelbyKY for stables, tables and designer labels.
You will wish you planned for a longer stay.
See what you’re missing at VisitShelbyKY.com

SHELBYVILLE . SIMPSONVILLE . KY
Located between Louisville and Lexington.

grouptourmagazine.com
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Louisiana

Alexandria/Pineville Area
Conveniently located in the center of the state, the
Alexandria/Pineville Area is full of opportunities to find the
unexpected and the best of Louisiana.
“From family and food to bayous and blues, groups can
find it all in the Alexandria/Pineville Area,” said Ann Savage,
marketing manager at Alexandria Pineville Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
Walk through history at restored plantation homes, Civil
War river forts and the grand Hotel Bentley. Find outdoor
adventure along Kisatchie National Forest or out on a golf
course. Experience diverse art collections and visit with artistsin-residence at River Oaks Square. Then, get a taste for the
area’s variety of locally owned coffee shops, breweries and
restaurants.
Alexandria Pineville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
318-442-9546
alexandriapinevillela.com

TOUR

Walk through history at
Kent Plantation House, an
authentic Creole plantation
house built in 1796. Groups
can walk the plantation’s
grounds, which include
original structures like a milk
house and blacksmith shop.
Guides in period costumes
share stories and provide
a glimpse of daily life of a
successful Creole family in
typical colonial-era Louisiana.
Kent Plantation House
318-487-5998
kenthouse.org

DINE

Tunk’s Cypress Inn
recently marked 40 years of
serving immaculate views
and delicious meals in
Central Louisiana. As the
only dining establishment on
scenic Kincaid Lake, Tunk’s
offers a beautiful and relaxing
experience. Dining options
include a formal restaurant,
an oyster bar and spacious
meeting rooms for groups.
Tunk’s Cypress Inn
318-487-4014
tunkscypressinn.com

Alexandria Pineville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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EXPLORE

The vibrant Cultural
District in downtown
Alexandria is completely
walkable and situated
along the banks of the Red
River. The Cultural District
is home to five museums,
several state-of-the-art
performance venues, locally
owned and -operated bars
and restaurants, and two
full-service hotels, like the
historic Hotel Bentley.
Cultural District
318-442-9546
alexandriapinevillela.com

SEE

River Oaks Square Arts
Center is a contemporary
visual arts and fine crafts
center comprised of three
galleries and more than
35 resident artists’ studios.
Groups can view works by
internationally and nationally
acclaimed artists in stunning
galleries and register for
educational workshops,
lectures and demonstrations
that stimulate a greater
appreciation for the visual arts.
River Oaks Square
Arts Center
318-473-2670
riveroaksartscenter.com

louisiana

Travel back thousands of years
at Poverty Point World Heritage Site
Roughly 3,500 years ago, Native
Americans built an earthwork complex
over 400 acres in size, making it one
of largest complexes of its kind in the
Western Hemisphere. At Poverty Point
World Heritage Site, groups can view
this unique structure dating to 1700 B.C.
Located in Pioneer, Poverty Point is
named for a mid-19th century plantation that existed on the site.
“Poverty Pont is truly one of a kind,”
said Mark Brink, interpretive ranger

at Poverty Point World Heritage Site.
“Archeologists have been studying this
site for over a hundred years. There is no
other place like it on the planet.”
The site consists of five mounds —
Mound A being one of the largest in
North America — six massive, semielliptical artificial ridges, and a 43-acre
central plaza.
With prior notice, groups can board
a tram and take a ride through the
grounds to experience this amazing site

built by an advanced hunter-gatherer society still stunning archaeologists.
Park Rangers take groups on a 2-mile
loop while explaining the different characteristics of the structure, with a Q&A
session reserved for the end. Experience
Poverty Point up-close by requesting a
hike up Mound A at the end of the tour.
In addition to tram rides, Poverty
Point provides a film, time in the museum to view exhibits and an atlatl demonstration — a spear-throwing device
used to hunt by the Native Americans of
Poverty Point.
See artifacts and objects that point to
how the peoples of Poverty Point lived,
like intricate owl carvings, ceramic figurines, soapstone pendants and more.
“Poverty Point World Heritage Site
offers the unique experience to see these
ancient earthworks, learn a bit about
those who constructed them and understand why this place is monumentally
important,” Brink said.
In addition to being a World Heritage Site, Poverty Point is a National
Monument and a State Historic Site. n
Poverty Point World Heritage Site
318-926-5492
povertypoint.us

Poverty Point World Heritage Site
grouptourmagazine.com
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Mississippi
Columbus

Groups visiting Columbus will find an energetic city steeped
in history and Southern hospitality.
“This is a place where slowing down is rewarded with
a cold mint julep or an architectural tour of centuries-old
homes,” said Nancy Carpenter, CEO & executive director at
Visit Columbus. “Our revitalized downtown area is alive with
Southern favorites and food hot spots. Catfish Alley harks back
to an African-American hub at the turn of the 20th century,
while Mississippi University for Women has been an important
destination for education since 1884. We invite you to explore
this place we call home, to savor your own special moments
and make some new memories with us.”
Visit Columbus
662-329-1191
visitcolumbusms.org

VISIT

Make the first home of
America’s leading playwright
and Pulitzer Prize-winner,
Tennessee Williams,
the group’s first stop in
Columbus. Tennessee
Williams Home & Welcome
Center served as the rectory
of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church and is now the
official Welcome Center for
the city. The Victorian house
was restored in 1995 and is
listed as a National Literary
Landmark.
Tennessee Williams Home
& Welcome Center
662-328-0222
visitcolumbusms.org
Courtesy Visit Columbus
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HONOR

Graced with elegant
monuments, Friendship
Cemetery is a quiet,
inspiring resting place where
both Union and Confederate
soldiers were once interred,
as Columbus served as a
hospital town during the
Civil War. Just after the
war, the ladies of the town
included Union graves in
their Decoration Day. This
ceremony gave rise to the
nation’s first Memorial Day.
Friendship Cemetery
662-328-4164
visitcolumbusms.org

TOUR

Remnants of a bygone
era beckon visitors to one of
the South’s most significant
collections of historic
homes, many of which are
open for daily tours. These
homes are featured in the
annual Columbus, Mississippi
Spring Pilgrimage. The 10day event includes the Tour
of Homes; Kick Off Party;
Catfish in the Alley, featuring
some of the best Blues
musicians in the South; and
the historic drama Tales from
the Crypt.
Visit Columbus
662-329-1191
visitcolumbusms.org

STROLL

Mississippi University
for Women opened in
1884 as the nation’s first
publicly supported college
for women. Today, The W’s
lovely wooded campus is
the perfect place to explore
landmark architecture at a
school that routinely makes
U.S. News & World Report’s
“Best Colleges” list. The
campus boasts nearly two
dozen buildings listed on the
National Register of Historic
Places.
Mississippi University for
Women
muw.edu/admissions/visit/
grouptour

mississippi

Explore Mississippi habitats amid lush scenery
Groups receive a unique “two-fer” only
minutes from downtown Jackson at the
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science.
The Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks’ museum
is situated in a 300-acre state park where
visitors can enjoy the scenic lake or hike
nature trails totaling 2½ miles. With a vast
array of exhibits on Mississippi’s natural
history and multiple outdoor excursions,
the museum offers much to explore.
The museum’s permanent exhibits
focus on Mississippi’s diverse habitats.
Groups will learn about Mississippi’s fossils, the state’s extinct species, waterfowl,
the alligator snapping turtle, white-tailed
deer, and terrestrial and aquatic habitats.
A 100,000-gallon aquarium is home
to 200 species of fish, amphibians, reptiles
and aquatic invertebrates. The Swamp,
a 1,700-square-foot greenhouse, offers a
lush native plant garden.

MDWFP Mississippi Museum of Natural Science

A 2,500-square-foot temporary exhibit
area provides space for special exhibits
throughout the year.
“What we have here is everything
that’s native to Mississippi,” said Yolanda
Hawkins, group tour coordinator at the
museum. “If you haven’t been to Mississippi to see our wildlife, you’ll be amazed
at what we have here.”
The museum is located in LeFleur’s
Bluff State Park, a 300-acre scenic area
along the Pearl River just off Interstate 55.
Visitors can step outside of the museum

and into the beautiful park habitat. Trails
range from the .16-mile Old Pond Trail
loop to the .81-mile Pearl River Trail.
Additional program opportunities
are available for groups including the
Aquarium Chat and Diver Interactive; a
30-minute Creature Feature, where visitors
come face-to-face with one of Mississippi’s
native reptiles; and the 45-minute Meet a
Researcher, where visitors can explore the
museum’s biological collections and learn
about the adventures of the museum’s field
scientists.
Motorcoaches can unload at the museum and then park in designated areas
in the parking lot at the entrance of the
museum. Parking is free. n
Mississippi Museum
of Natural Science
601-576-6030
mdwfp.com/museum

We invite you to join us for the
80TH ANNUAL
SPRING PILGRIMAGE
MARCH 26-APRIL 4, 2020

Take a trip back in time and enjoy unparalleled
hospitality at this award-winning event that
offers an experience like no other.
Tennessee Williams Home & Welcome Center
300 Main Street | 800.920.3533
VisitColumbusMS.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Missouri
Fulton

Fulton is the perfect escape to the rolling green hills of
central Missouri. The seat of Callaway County is a charming,
historic town conveniently located just 4 miles south of I-70 on
Highway 54.
Groups interested in history, architecture and the classic
American, small-town vibe will fall in love with this jewel of
Missouri. Fulton’s downtown Brick District features 57 buildings
listed on the historic register, elegant architecture, and shops
and restaurants lining original, shaded brick streets.
When groups need a rest, they can revisit the 1930s by
enjoying a shake made from locally produced, premium ice
cream at Sault’s authentic soda fountain while making dinner
plans at a local restaurant.
Fulton-Callaway County Tourism
573-642-7692
visitfulton.com

DO

Located at Westminster
College, site of Winston
Churchill’s Iron Curtain
Speech, the National
Churchill Museum features
interactive and engaging
displays. In addition, groups
can walk through a 32-foot
section of actual pieces of the
Berlin Wall as they explore
Edwina Sandy’s magnificent
Breakthrough sculpture for
another look back at living
history.
National Churchill Museum
573-592-5369
nationalchurchill
museum.org

ENJOY

EXPLORE

Voted third best in offbeat
attractions by Rural Missouri
magazine, Crane’s Museum
and Shoppes is a one-ofa-kind, 4,000-square-foot
museum. The museum
features a school room, a
barber shop, an old store,
a gas station, a doll room,
a flint lock gun room, a
Native American arrowhead
collection and a toy room.

Backer Auto World
Museum displays an
extraordinary collection of
historic automobiles. Placed
in Hollywood sets, the cars
show life in different eras.
Video stations are located
throughout the museum
along with movie screensized photo murals, smaller
photographs and historic
building facades.

Crane’s Museum
and Shoppes
573-254-3356
cranesmuseum.org

Backer Auto
World Museum
573-642-2080
autoworldmuseum.com

Clockwise from top: Notley Hawkins for VisitFulton (2), Ivy Photography for VisitFulton (3)
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SEE

Located on the National
Register of Historic Places,
Brick District Playhouse
serves as cultural anchor
for Fulton’s charming
Brick District with traveling
shows, children’s theater,
concerts, special events and
festivals. The theater was
originally built in 1928 for
both vaudeville productions
and motion pictures and
was continually operated for
nearly 80 years.
Brick District Playhouse
573-342-3388
thebrickdistrict
playhouse.com

OUR STAGE IS PERFECT
FOR GROUPS TO PLAY
See for yourself why Branson, MO should be
your next student performance destination.
Learn more about Branson’s
14th Annual Music Director FAM Tour | July 14-17, 2020
Contact Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP at lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com.

417-243-2105

BRANSO
The Shepherd
of the Hills

College of the Ozarks

Branson

Find nostalgia in Missouri’s Ozark Mountains
By Kelsey Smith
On my first visit to this small town
tucked within the rolling Ozark Mountains, I quickly learned that Branson is
unlike any other destination. Known
as a major family vacation spot in the
United States, Branson overflows with
world-class entertainment, ranging
from theaters and award-winning
shows to outdoor thrills and amusement parks.
My trip activities centered around
the “Be a Kid Again” theme, and was
filled with heart-pumping coasters,
farm-to-table fare and plenty of nostalgia. Branson’s blended Midwestern
charm and Southern hospitality already
has me wanting to go back for more.
“Branson, Missouri, is the perfect
place for groups because, after all,
there’s no place that brings people to36

gether like Branson,” said Jeff Seifried,
president/CEO of the Branson Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Our small
town has a big heart and is filled with
friendly people ready to make your
visit the best it can be.
“Branson is the ‘Live Music Show
Capital of the World’ with over 100 live
shows to choose from and offering a
wide range of music styles and tastes,”
Seifried said. “We also boast that
Branson is home to three pristine lakes,
thrilling family attractions, breathtaking Ozark Mountain scenery, unique
shopping destinations, 10 championship golf courses and a multitude of
restaurants. In addition, you’ll be
pleased to know Branson has been recognized again and again as the leading
group travel destination in America.”

Endless fun

There is no shortage of fun in
Branson. And that is especially true
at Silver Dollar City, an 1880s-style
theme park with over 40 rides and attractions, 100 resident craftsmen, and
award-winning entertainment and
food. We visited during the Festival
of Wonder — a three-week festival
full of larger-than-life performances
featuring artists from across the world
who push the limits of music, art and
dance — and it was incredible.
We also sampled the park’s creative dishes at the Foods of Wonder
— think tangy cashew chicken in
waffle cones and spicy waffle-fry
nachos (no one went hungry). Aside
from riding all the rides, including
the Time Traveler — the world’s fast-

From left: Branson CVB (2), College of the Ozarks, Branson CVB
February 2020

ON

Managing Editor Kelsey
Smith, Silver Dollar City

The Haygoods

Back to school
est, steepest and tallest spinning coaster
— we visited the bakery and candy
shop, and even took a culinary class.
The following night, we cruised
along Table Rock Lake on the Showboat Branson Belle for dinner and a
live show, which offered up panoramic
views of the Ozark Mountains on all
four decks.
“From world record-breaking
roller coasters, crafting demonstrations from a crafting colony 100-strong
and award-winning entertainment at
Silver Dollar City to the Showboat’s
live variety show with a three-course
meal and 360-degree panoramic lake
views on pristine Table Rock Lake,
both attractions provide one-of-a-kind
experiences for groups of all sizes,” said
Zachary Sims, marketing sales manager
for Silver Dollar City Attractions.

Located in Point Lookout, just a few
minutes away from Branson, College of
the Ozarks, or “Hard Work U,” provides
a unique opportunity for its students —
all students work, rather than pay, for
their education.
“College of the Ozarks invites
groups to visit campus to experience
unique and old-fashioned hospitality,”
said Valorie Coleman, public relations
director for College of the Ozarks.
“Whether you reserve a student-guided
tour through the beautiful, 1,000-acre
campus or choose to explore it on your
own, groups will experience a campus
like no other.
“It is a peaceful place, where traditional American values are at work,
where patriotism runs strong through
our veins, where students work to offset
the cost of their education and where
you can enjoy friendly smiles throughout campus.”
During our tour of the college,

we stopped by the Keeter Center, an
award-winning dining, lodging and
event center. We had an early lunch at
Dobyns Dining Room with its executive chef Robert Stricklin, as well as one
of the students who was learning how
to run a kitchen.
The farm-to-table meal was out of
this world, and stopping by the College
Creamery afterward for a scoop of fresh,
homemade espresso ice cream was the
perfect end to our afternoon.
Between stunning live shows, learning about Branson’s historic Ozark roots
and spinning on record-breaking coasters, my visit in Branson was anything
but ordinary.
Branson made us feel welcome and
took our group back in time to simpler
days, making a perfect escape from
the hustle and bustle and into a slice of
Ozark paradise. n
Branson CVB
417-334-4084
explorebranson.com

GTM/Kelsey Smith
grouptourmagazine.com
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Explore the art of brewing on an
Anheuser-Busch Brewery Tour
Multiple touring options entertain
groups booking an Anheuser-Busch
Brewery Tour, including a chance to see
the world-famous Budweiser Clydesdales. The stars of some of the most
memorable commercials represent an
iconic part of Anheuser-Busch history.
“There is no other brewery experience in the world quite like an Anheuser-Busch Brewery Tour,” said Rachel
Fuchs, associate, media relations. “From
the historic architecture of our St. Louis
brewery to the latest brewing technology
used at all of our brewery locations, each
of our tour centers has a captivating
story to tell.”
The 45-minute General Brewery Tour
features a trip to the Brew Kettles and an
opportunity to feel the cool Beechwood
Aging Cellars. The more comprehensive

and longer Day Fresh Tour highlights the
journey of a beer from seed to sip and
includes tasting samples.
“As guests walk through the halls
of the brewery, all five senses will be
engaged while they discover what it takes
to brew some of America’s most popular
beers,” Fuchs said. “Visitors can also learn
about Budweiser’s signature Seven-Step
Brewing Process that was created and
perfected more than 100 years ago to
brew the most consistent, quality beer.”
Other tours include the two-hour,
behind-the-scenes Beermaster Tour, with
a sample directly from a Finishing Tank.
The Where You Brew Tour features a
hands-on experience weighing and milling grains, choosing hops and enjoying
appetizers. The Horses & Heritage Tour
offers an in-depth look at the Clydesdales

Anheuser-Busch Brewery Tours

in the stables and a visit to the Schoolhouse Museum. The 45-minute Beerology Experience focuses on the art and
science of brewing, including beer styles,
brewing techniques and tasting skills.
Groups also can enjoy a customized dining experience created just for
them in the charming Biergarten that
can include premium beers served with
bratwurst or Bavarian pretzel sticks. n
Anheuser-Busch Brewery Tour
314-577-2626
budweisertours.com

so close you can feel it
Feel the vibe and proximity of the big city. Feel the roots of history and the legacy
this area holds. Feel the hospitality of a hometown, even if it’s not your own.

VISITINDEPENDENCE.COM | 816.325.7112 | #SOCLOSE
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South Carolina

Capital City/Lake Murray Country
The Capital City/Lake Murray Country region is a must for
groups traveling through South Carolina. Located in the center
of the state, the region boasts exciting attractions offering
entertaining and unforgettable experiences, including the South
Carolina State Capitol in Columbia.
Historical sites, exceptional dining and a beautiful 650-mile
shoreline lake make the Capital City/Lake Murray Country area
the jewel of South Carolina.
“This region continues to be a quality and affordable
destination,” said Julie Colson, director of sales for the Capital
City/Lake Murray Country Regional Tourism Board. “It offers topnotch amenities, attractions, hotels and restaurants catering to
groups. Book your tour today!”
Capital City/Lake Murray Country RTB
803-781-5940, ext. 3
lakemurraycountry.com

SHOP

LEARN

Step back in time to relive
the past while shopping at
Little Mountain Antique
Mall & Cafe, one of several
antique stores located
between Newberry and
Columbia. With over 70
vendors, the store is chock
full of living history. It’s a
great addition to any day trip,
reunion adventure or group
outing.

Explore four floors of
exhibits on art, history,
science and natural history
at the South Carolina
State Museum. As the
state’s largest museum, it
offers guests astronomical
experiences in its digital
dome planetarium, state-ofthe-art observatory and 4D
theater. Special group rates
are available.

Little Mountain
Antique Mall & Cafe
803-941-7189

South Carolina
State Museum
803-898-4999
scmuseum.org

TOUR

The Columbia Museum
of Art spans 5,000 years of
global history with collection
galleries that are organized
thematically, so groups can
see how different artists
have focused on common
ideas. Last year’s renovations
brought a bigger, better,
bolder approach to art. Every
few months, there’s another
exciting exhibition. Explore an
array of guided tours to suit
the group.
The Columbia Museum
of Art
803-343-2163
columbiamuseum.org

STAY

After a full day exploring,
enjoy warm hospitality and
stylish accommodations in
a convenient location. Newly
remodeled, DoubleTree
by Hilton Columbia offers
spacious guest rooms, a fullservice restaurant and lounge
with flat-screen TVs, meeting
space, a 24-hour business
center, an outdoor pool and
its signature warm cookies.
DoubleTree
by Hilton Columbia
803-731-0300
hilton.com

Clockwise from top: South Carolina Tourism, Courtesy Capital City/Lake Murray Country RTB (4)
grouptourmagazine.com
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See how the ‘Ultimate Driving Machine’
is built on BMW plant tour
From painted body to the completed
vehicle ready to drive out of the plant,
visitors see for themselves how the
BMW — ‘the Ultimate Driving Machine’
— is built during a guided plant tour
at the BMW Performance Center and
Zentrum Museum in Greer.
With 7 million square feet of space
with its recent addition of a futuristic
body shop, BMW Plant Spartanburg
produces more than 1,500 vehicles each
day, including the BMW X3, X4, X5 and
X6 Sports Activity Vehicles and Coupes.
At the Zentrum Museum, home
of the only BMW museum in North
America, groups follow the evolution of
one of the world’s most coveted automobile brands, from its beginnings in
aviation and motorsports to achieving a
pre-eminent position as a global player

in the automotive industry.
“Visitors see BMW’s many milestones
in both racing and touring vehicles, as
well as rare vehicles from BMW’s past,
such as the famous Isetta ‘Bubblecar,’”
said Amber Scruggs, corporate communications at BMW Manufacturing.
Known as a microcar, bubblecars
earned their nickname from their egg
shape and bubble-like windows. The
single-engine, fuel-efficient cars began
appearing on American highways following World War II and remained
popular in America into the 1960s.
“You can also explore what’s current in BMW, with exhibits that feature
state-of-the-art technologies, including
rarely seen models available through our
exclusive collection,” Scruggs said.
Next door at the manufacturing

Experience
Columbia Museum of Art

South Carolina State Museum

plant, visitors can see BMW’s X family
of vehicles take shape in a production
process that includes two massive body
shops, two paint shops, two assembly
halls and a complex logistics operation.
Groups may opt for the free, selfguided museum tour and/or a guided
one- or two-hour tour of the factory.
The two-hour tour features a visit to
the plant’s new body shop to see BMW’s
sophisticated robotics build the vehicles’
frames. Note: Visitors must wear completely enclosed shoes in order to tour
the facility and cameras and cell phones
are not permitted. n
BMW Performance Center
and Zentrum Museum
888-868-7269
bmwusfactory.com

Lake Murray

Little Mountain Antiques

the Jewel of South Carolina
DoubleTree by Hilton

LakeMurrayCountry.com
Groups love us! Call (803) 781-5940

Columbia, Lake Murray, Lexington, Newberry, Richland, Saluda
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Tennessee
Cookeville

An outdoor and fitcation destination located on Interstate
40 between Nashville and Knoxville, just north of Chattanooga,
Cookeville is a natural fit for groups. Nestled in the hills of the
Cumberland Plateau, Cookeville is home to Tennessee Tech
University, Tennessee’s most renowned state parks, 1,200
miles of nearby lakeshore and 1,500-plus hotel rooms.
“Our guests can expect big-city amenities with smalltown charm,” said Zach Ledbetter, vice president of visitor
development for Visit Cookeville. “Being just outside of
Nashville, surrounded by the waterfalls, lakes, rivers and
winding backroads of the Cumberland Plateau, we are an ideal
destination for the outdoor lover, while also boasting downtown
shops, art studios, history museums, and a thriving culinary and
craft (beer and coffee) scene.”
Visit Cookeville
931-526-2211
visitcookevilletn.com

DINE

More than 150 restaurants
offer incredible culinary
options from world-renowned
foodies like World Chef
Challenge winner Chad
Combs, to landmark sweet
treats from Tennessee’s No.
1 donut shop, Ralph’s Donut
Shop. Embark on a culinary
crawl throughout downtown
and tantalize the group’s
taste buds while savoring the
flavors of local fare.
Visit Cookeville
931-526-2211
visitcookevilletn.com

SIP

RIDE

As the hub city of the
Upper Cumberland region,
Cookeville is also a major
hub for hops, vineyards
and stillhouses. Groups
can experience a taste of
Tennessee’s heritage with
sipping tours at their choice
of several local wineries,
multiple craft beer brewing
companies and a downtown
moonshine distillery.

All aboard! Explore
Tennessee’s railroad history
as groups hop from depot
to depot. With locations
in Baxter, Cookeville and
Monterey, guests will see
unique original and replica
architecture, view collected
memorabilia and climb
aboard a 1913 Baldwin
Steam Engine at the
Cookeville Depot Museum.

Visit Cookeville
931-526-2211
visitcookevilletn.com

Cookeville Depot Museum
931-528-8570
cookevilledepot.com

SHOP

Shop and stroll throughout
charming downtowns.
Located on the Tennessee
Antique Trail as well as
boasting some of the
most popular boutiques
in the country, Cookeville
offers quaint and unique
shopping experiences
allowing groups to pick up
that precious travel memento
or the perfect gift for
someone back home.
Visit Cookeville
931-526-2211
visitcookevilletn.com

Visit Cookeville
grouptourmagazine.com
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Dollywood celebrates milestone
Dollywood commemorates its 35th
anniversary season in 2020 with a new
festival, a calendar full of must-see
events, and new and returning entertainment offerings.
The theme park in Pigeon Forge is
open from mid-March through early
January.
Dollywood’s “budding” new event,
the Flower & Food Festival (May 8–June
14), features brilliant splashes of spring
color with numerous vibrant displays of
expertly manicured flowers and plants
created by talented horticulturists.
In partnership with the internationally acclaimed Mosaicultures flower
sculpting team, Dollywood will create living, larger-than-life sculptures.
Included will be a butterfly umbrella, a
depiction of Dolly Parton’s mother quilting the Coat of Many Colors and various
animal scenes.

“From awardwinning shows to
craft demonstrations
and ground-breaking
rides and attractions, Dollywood
offers something for
everyone and every
interest, so the whole
group can experience
the park together,”
said Ellen Liston, senior publicist. “Dollywood also hosts
multiple seasonal
festivals throughout
the year, ensuring
that each visit is a
unique experience. Enhance
your Dollywood experience by staying
at Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and
Spa, which offers Dollywood privileges
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The Dollywood Company

for guests.”
Liston said Dollywood is the perfect
place for a group tour due to the magnitude of experiences the park offers.
“As a tour enhancement, groups can
arrange various special activities that
range from glass blowing your own creation to guided VIP tours of the park,”
Liston said. “Please contact group sales
for pricing and availability.”
Events include Festival of Nations,
March 14–April 20; Gazillion Bubbles
Show, June 20–Aug. 2; Dollywood’s
Barbeque & Bluegrass presented by
BUSH’S®, April 24–May 3; Dollywood’s
Harvest Festival featuring Great Pumpkin LumiNights and Southern Gospel
Jubilee, Sept. 25–Oct. 31; and Smoky
Mountain Christmas presented by Humana, Nov. 7-Jan. 2.
“Dollywood is more than just a worldclass theme park,” Liston said. “It is the
complete getaway for people looking to
disconnect from the world’s distractions
and reconnect with each other in the
beautiful Great Smoky Mountains. Dollywood’s properties provide ample opportunity to overwrite life’s daily stresses
with new memories.” n
Dollywood
888-428-6789
dollywood.com

The Iconic
WILDHORSE SALOON

The

NASHVILLE EXPERIENCE

PRESENTS

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!
GROUP MENUS

Nashville
L I V E E N T E R TA I N M E N T

L I N E DA N C I N G
A first-of-its-kind event in Music City, this familyfriendly experience includes a delicious Southern
style buffet lunch followed by a lively 60-minute,
comedy-infused musical performance guaranteed
to keep audience members toe-tapping and
laughing from opening note to closing curtain.

2020
5/12, 6/2, 6/16, 7/21, 8/18, 9/15, 9/29,
10/6, 10/20, 10/27, 11/3, 11/17, 12/8, 12/15

2021
1/19, 2/16, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23,
3/30, 4/6, 4/13, 4/20

INFO & BOOKING: BRITTNEY BELL
615-902-8225 | brittney.bell@wildhorsesaloon.com

Group booking ensures no waiting in line,
no cover charge, private reser ved seating
and dedicated ser vers. A minimum
of 15 people required for a group
booking. Advanced reser vations
required, based on availability.

wildhorsesaloon.com
120 2nd Ave N, Nashville, TN 37201
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Virginia
Arlington

Just across the Potomac River from the nation’s capital,
Arlington offers meeting attendees and groups incomparable
views, rich history and thriving neighborhoods. With 45 hotels —
all just minutes from the Metro — Arlington is conveniently central
to businesses and attractions throughout Washington, D.C.;
Maryland; and Northern Virginia. Discover a unique combination
of national history, local culture and unexpected fun.
“Arlington is known for its proximity and convenience to
the nation’s capital, but our group visitors soon realize there’s
so much more to see,” said Portia Conerly, acting director of
Arlington Convention & Visitors Service. “From world-class
shopping and diverse dining to a wonderful arts scene, visitors
can get an entirely new Capital experience right here in Arlington.”
Arlington Convention & Visitors Service
800-677-6267
stayarlington.com

TOUR

There’s perhaps nowhere
more hallowed than the
grounds of Arlington
National Cemetery, where
more than 450,000 of the
nation’s heroes have been
laid to rest. Walk or take a
tram car through the grounds
to learn about the individuals
remembered here and their
place in history. See the newly
renovated Arlington House,
home to Confederate general
Robert E. Lee and his family.
Arlington National
Cemetery
877-907-8585
arlingtoncemetery.mil

SEE

Catch the next Broadway
hit at Signature Theatre,
Arlington’s own Tony
Award-winning theater
located in the heart of the
pedestrian-friendly Village of
Shirlington. Signature Theatre
is a nonprofit, professional
theater company producing
contemporary musicals
and plays, classics and
new works in its unique
performance spaces.
Signature Theatre
571-527-1843
sigtheatre.org

Clockwise from top: David Hills Photography, Arlington Convention & Visitors Service (4)
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EAT

Experience the tastes from
some of the Capital region’s
finest chefs all in one place
at Quarter Market, located
inside the new Ballston
Quarter shopping/dining/
entertainment complex. The
Quarter Market food hall
features stands ranging from
locally made ice cream and
doughnuts to corn arepas, a
wine bar, BBQ and more.
Ballston Quarter
and Quarter Market
quartermarket.com

SHOP

Fashion Centre at
Pentagon City, located just
moments from the nation’s
capital, offers a world-class
shopping experience where
avenues of fashion and
boulevards of style await.
Discover more than 170
fascinating stores including
Macy’s, Nordstrom, The
Ritz-Carlton, Ann Taylor,
Apple and Armani Exchange,
as well as tasty treats from
restaurants like Matchbox and
Sugar Shack.
Fashion Centre
at Pentagon City
simon.com/mall/fashioncentre-at-pentagon-city

virginia

Lead the life of a president
at George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Since its purchase in 1858, George
Washington’s Mount Vernon estate
preserves the cultural significance of
an American jewel central to early U.S.
history.
Located in Mount Vernon, the estate
has brought in over 85 million visitors since 1860. It is privately owned,
maintained and operated by the Mount
Vernon Ladies’ Association.
“In experiences on the estate and
through digital outreach platforms,
Mount Vernon strives to preserve George
Washington’s place in history as ‘first in
war, first in peace and first in the hearts
of his countrymen,’” said Mount Vernon’s

reservations supervisor, Argery Cooke.
On self-guided or docent-led tours,
groups can venture the estate’s 50 acres.
Tours of the 11,028-sqaure-foot mansion are all led by history interpreters
who discuss everything from architectural details to decoration.
Experience Washington’s passion
for landscaping on a tour of the Mount
Vernon gardens. Groups will see a
greenhouse for rare and exotic plants,
hundreds of fruit trees, a botanical garden and many more spaces Washington
himself reserved for lush scenery.
When marveling at the immensity and beauty of Mount Vernon, it is

impossible to forget those who built
and worked on the estate. The Enslaved
People tour highlights the stories and
daily lives of the hundreds of slaves who
labored at Mount Vernon. The tour ends
with an emotional ceremony at the Slave
Memorial and Cemetery.
In addition to tours, the Shops at
Mount Vernon sell numerous gifts and
souvenirs, many made right on the
grounds of the estate.
Take home a bottle of whiskey produced at Washington’s Mount Vernon
distillery. Buy a bag of yellow grits or
white cornmeal milled at the gristmill.
Groups can watch how the grain is
ground using the same 18th-century
system Washington used.
“Mount Vernon is in the center of
it all both historically and physically,”
Cooke said. “Mount Vernon offers a
unique experience that can fit with tour
planners’ schedules.” n
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
703-799-8688
mountvernon.org

George Washington’s Mount Vernon
grouptourmagazine.com
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West Virginia
Logan County

Welcome to Hatfield-McCoy country where history and
adventure meet. Hike the ridges traversed by the feuding family
patriarch — Devil Anse. Get close to nature as groups kayak the
placid Guyandotte River, or catch some off-road thrills on the
Hatfield-McCoy Trail system. Relax while sipping a great cup of
coffee and enjoy an artisan pastry. Top off the day with some
real home cooking and settle down in comfort in hotels and
cozy cabin rentals.
“Logan County is famous for its beautiful scenery, rich
culture and hospitality,” said Debrina Williams, executive director
of the Hatfield McCoy Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Here,
you can visit with local craftspeople, enjoy authentic mountain
music, sample moonshine, attend our many fairs and festivals,
or see live performances at our amphitheater.”
Hatfield McCoy Convention & Visitors Bureau
304-752-6020
hatfieldmccoycvb.com

RIDE

With over 700 miles of
mountain trails and ATVfriendly towns along the
entire way, there’s a lot for
groups to explore on the
Hatfield-McCoy Trails.
Whether groups are looking
for heart-pumping thrills, or
just some good fun, they will
find an adventure on some
of the best trails in the United
States.
Hatfield-McCoy Trails
800-592-2217
trailsheaven.com

Hatfield McCoy CVB
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EAT

Founded in 1940, Nu Era
Bakery mixes old favorites
with new, eclectic samplings.
Choose from an incredible
variety of baked goods —
from the basic cupcake
to exotic, one-of-a-kind
creations. Visit at lunchtime
and savor specials like
homemade vegetable beef
soup, fried chicken, specialty
sandwiches and authentic
Italian pepperoni rolls.
Nu Era Bakery
304-752-2033

STAY

The Chief Logan Lodge
and Conference Center
is situated within the scenic
4,000-acre Chief Logan State
Park. This mountain lodge
offers upscale rooms, a fullservice restaurant, 20,000
square feet of meeting space,
a business center, a fitness
center and hot tub, an indoor
pool and an expansive
outdoor patio area.
Chief Logan Lodge
and Conference Center
304-855-6100
wvstateparks.com/park/
chief-logan-state-park

DINE

Sit back, get comfortable
and enjoy the best Italian
food in the region at
Chirico’s Ristorante.
Established in 1981, this
family owned restaurant
serves old-world specialties
passed down from generation
to generation. Whether
enjoying Nonna’s meatballs,
Father’s homemade sausage
or Chirico’s signature butter
brickle, groups leave feeling
like family.
Chirico’s Ristorante
304-752-8900
chiricosristorante.com

west virginia

See the world’s largest, fully steerable telescope
at Green Bank Observatory
Visitors to the Green Bank Observatory are treated to a uniquely spectacular
sight: The Robert C. Byrd Green Bank
Telescope, the largest, fully steerable
telescope in the world, standing over 485
feet above ground level and weighing an
astonishing 17 million pounds.
Groups can arrange to have their own
private guided tour that includes an introductory film in the Observatory’s Science Center auditorium, a demonstration
of science experiments that help visitors
better understand how the center’s eight
telescopes work, and a bus tour of the
grounds that passes by several historic
and working telescopes before stopping
at the base of the big one.
“It is taller than the Statue of Liberty,
and two football fields could fit across
the telescope dish,” said Jill Malusky,

public relations specialist at Green Bank
Observatory.
Not only that, but according to
Malusky, the telescope has made
“groundbreaking contributions to science, most recently detecting the most
massive neutron star ever observed.”
The facility’s setting in Green Bank
in the Allegheny Mountains is also
singularly significant. It is located in the
National Radio Quiet Zone, established
in 1958 by the Federal Communications
Commission and the Interdepartment
Radio Advisory Committee to minimize
potentially harmful interference to the
National Radio Astronomy Observatory.
“There is no other place on earth
quite like it,” Malusky said. “This area is
specially designated to allow this type of
scientific work to be achieved here.”

Green Bank Observatory

If groups have a particular interest in
radio astronomy, additional presentations
or activities can be designed to enhance
and lengthen their stay. A variety of
specialty tours, including high-tech and
history-focused, also are offered. n
Green Bank Observatory
304-456-2150
greenbankobservatory.org/visit

WEST VIRGINIA. BY RAIL.

RIDE OUR RAILS - WE LIVE IT, YOU’LL LOVE IT!

CALL 304.636.9477 • MTN-RAIL.COM

grouptourmagazine.com
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west virginia

ACE Adventure Resort offers adrenaline-pumping thrills
Sitting on 1,500 wooded acres
adjacent to the New River Gorge National River in Oak Hill, ACE Adventure
Resort is known for its thrilling whitewater rafting adventures on the New
and Gauley rivers. But, that’s not all the
resort has to offer groups.
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“Over the years, we’ve added all
the outdoor adventures that our state
is known for, including the only zip
line tour with views of the gorge,” said
Haynes Mansfield, marketing director
at ACE Adventure Resort. “We also host
rock climbing, mountain biking, lake
adventures — we even have a waterpark
on base. Plus, at the end of the day, we
have a range of lodging and camping options and dining facilities on property.”
At ACE, there are activities and
adventures for any skill level.
“ACE’s guided activities offer adults
that first-time experience option,”
Mansfield said. “Or, for those experienced adult adventurers looking for
bigger whitewater, more intense trails
or a climb that challenges, then you’ll
find those as well here in Southern West
Virginia’s mountain playground.”
With over 30 years of experience
guiding West Virginia whitewater rafting
trips, ACE offers rafting trips during the
spring, summer and fall, with the full-day
lower New River Gorge whitewater rafting trip being the most popular among
groups. This trip encounters Class I–IV
rapids covering 8–13 miles of river.
“Rafting and West Virginia go hand
in hand, and it’s that bucket list experience that guests include first on their
itinerary,” Mansfield said. “The best
thing about the river is that it is not
electronics-friendly. With your phone
safely tucked in back at the resort, the

ACE Adventure Resort
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river is a great place to look up and have
a conversation with your raft mates,
share a joke or learn something new
about yourself from the river.”
In addition to offering the only zip
line tour with views of the New River
Gorge, ACE has a night zip line tour.
Trained guides lead the way while
groups are equipped with the usual zip
lining gear, plus a headlamp.
Aside from outdoor adventures, ACE
offers live music on weekends throughout the rafting season, and The Lost
Paddle Bar and Grill features a range of
local craft brews and craft cocktails. n
ACE Adventure Resort
800-787-3982
aceraft.com

itinerary planner

California
Modesto

Halfway between Yosemite National Park and San Francisco
lies Modesto, the heart of California’s Central Valley and the
place where George Lucas dreamt up his Star Wars characters
and wrote the script for American Graffiti.
Modesto is home to multiple commemorative sites and
attractions; the American Graffiti Parade and Car Show features
over 1,400 classic and muscle cars, while E & J Gallo holds the
title as the world’s largest family-owned winery.
“Groups will find great food, music, galleries and a variety
of local spirits served; including gastropubs, wine bars and
cocktail bars,” said Todd Aaronson, CEO of the Modesto
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Be sure to make Modesto a
‘must stop’ when visiting Northern California.”
Modesto Convention & Visitors Bureau
209-526-5588
visitmodesto.com

SAVOR

Sciabica’s California
Olive Oil, home to the
state’s oldest functioning
olive press, has been
offering artisan-crafted olive
oils since 1936. Groups will
enjoy a hands-on experience
about the Sciabica family
process and how their
quality oils are produced.
Taste an array of single
variety and flavored olive
oils, then visit the gift shop
to find skin care products,
cookbooks and more.
Sciabica’s California
Olive Oil
800-551-9612
sunshineinabottle.com

LEARN

Traverse the vast
universe and experience
true local wildlife at the MJC
Planetarium & Great Valley
Museum. The planetarium
— one of the largest in
the Western U.S. — hosts
multiple shows spotlighting
the stars and solar system.
Groups also can explore the
museum’s interactive outdoor
nature lab and learn about
the numerous habitats of
Northern California.
MJC Planetarium
& Great Valley Museum
209-575-6196
mjc.edu/instruction
/sme/gvm

TASTE

Hilmar Cheese
specializes in the production
of all-natural cheeses for
national brands, retail and
food service companies in
over 50 countries worldwide.
Learn how cheese is made;
explore interactive exhibits
on cows, dairies and
cheesemaking; and see
employees package the “big
cheese” in a 640-pound
crate. Groups also will enjoy
Hilmar’s complimentary
fresh cheese curds called
“squeakers.”
Hilmar Cheese
800-577-5772
hilmarcheese.com

ENJOY

Produced in California’s
Orange Belt for over
60 years, Beekman
& Beekman’s Orange
Blossom Honey is known
for its distinctive flavor and
sweet aroma. Groups have
the opportunity to try local
favorites, honey hand creams
and Beekman & Beekman’s
Blackberry and Tupelo
Honey Wine. The tasting
room is open weekends from
February through December.
Beekman & Beekman
209-667-5812
beekmanandbeekman.com

Modesto Convention & Visitors Bureau
grouptourmagazine.com
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california

Explore the life and presidency
of Richard Nixon in Yorba Linda
Discover The Huntington
Group Tours Available
Pasadena Adjacent | huntington.org

TOUR-FRIENDLY IN THE HEART OF PALM SPRINGS!
• Just steps from shops, restaurants, and the casino
• Continental breakfast and motor coach parking

Call today to learn about our exclusive offer for
Group Tour Magazine readers.
palmmountainresort.com | 1.800.622.9451
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In 2016, the 29-year-old Richard
Nixon Presidential Library and Museum
in Yorba Linda went through a complete
renovation, creating a modern facility
with unique experiences.
“There are only 13 presidential libraries
in the United States and the Nixon Library
and Museum is unique among them in
that visitors get to see the birthplace, burial
sites and presidential museum all in one
location,” said Joe Lopez, vice president
of marketing and communications at the
Richard Nixon Foundation.
Today, the museum features 70 major
exhibits, 30 multimedia experiences, 11
original films, 12 custom digital interactives, 8,000 square feet of wall murals,
and more than 600 photographs and 800
artifacts.
Available for groups up to 100,
all tours are led by volunteer docents
dressed in red, white and blue. Each is
an expert on Nixon’s life and presidency,
offering groups an unparalleled storytelling experience.
Venturing through 22 unique spaces,
groups start the tour with a short film
and the Wave of Change gallery covering the culture of the 1960s leading up
to the 1968 election. From there, groups
will learn about Nixon’s early years,
presidency, life post-presidency and
impact on American culture.
“There aren’t many places where you

Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum

can get a picture sitting behind the desk
in the Oval Office,” Lopez said. “The
Nixon Library has created President
Nixon’s Oval Office for visitors to experience and enjoy.”
In addition to the many galleries,
groups have the chance to explore some
of the museum’s staple exhibits.
Walk through the presidential helicopter that hosted four presidents, then
visit the final resting place of Richard and
Pat Nixon in the Pat Nixon Gardens.
The gem of the museum is Nixon’s
birthplace and boyhood home. Built
by his father Frank Nixon in 1912, the
home features original furnishings used
by the Nixon family.
The Richard Nixon Presidential
Library and Museum offers groups customized tours as well as a discount at the
museum’s souvenir store. n
Richard Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum
714-983-9120
nixonlibrary.gov

SHOP ORIGINAL

california
Centuries-old authenticity. Modern-day refinement.
Genuinely and uniquely Californian. This is the
Outlets at Tejon shopping experience.
Set against the same breathtaking mountainside that
welcomed early settlers to southern California, our
intriguing destination now draws a new brand of explorer
to discover a treasure-seeking journey as unique as our
authentic landscape.
Shop Original California.
Explore the Outlets at Tejon.
Located just 40 min. north of Los Angeles, off California’s I-5.

Book your Groups at the Outlets at Tejon! For Meet & Greets, a VIP gift and discounts for your clients,
plus a $15 gift card for your group leader and driver, contact Becky at rswiggum@tejonoutlets.com or
+1 (661) 663-4213 at least 48 hours prior to your visit. Plus, mention this ad when you book your trip!

Find savings of up to 65% at more than

60 brand-name stores — every day.
TEJONOUTLETS.COM

california

Get a taste for Sacramento’s
vibrant culinary scene

Factory
Tours
DAILY 9:15AM-4PM
• Fun, interactive and
sensory exhibits
• Retail Store and Café
Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane • Fairfield, CA
JellyBelly.com • 800-953-5592
© 2020 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Feeding both stomach and soul, Local
Roots Food Tours in Sacramento offers
guests a taste of the city’s very best and
most unique food and drink experiences.
Founded in 2013 by Dawnie Andrak
and Tim Baily, Local Roots Food Tours
offers groups options to explore select Sacramento neighborhoods and their restaurants that use locally-sourced ingredients
to provide delicious dining experiences.
“We like to say, ‘food is life and life
is delicious,’” Andrak said. “We aspire
to show each tour guest the very best of
what Sacramento, America’s Farm-toFork Capital, has to offer.”
Local Roots Food Tours delivers a
myriad of daily walking tour options, including the Downton Historical Tour, the
Midtown Arts Tour, the Sutter District
Tour, the R Street Tour and private tour
options. Each allows groups to connect
with the restaurants, chefs, and even local
farmers in a diverse and exciting city.
The Downtown Historical Tour is a
favorite with groups. In three hours, guests
will not only sample the unique culinary
flavors of Sacramento’s historic downtown,
but also receive views of the state capital,
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
and mural art from the city’s famed Wide
Open Walls mural art festival.
“While the food is certainly a
highlight, our tours offer a historical
perspective on Sacramento, the city itself

and the greater area, and its role in the
founding of California,” Andrak said.
“We incorporate local lore, architecture,
art, current events, etc.”
These tours are more than a chance to
savor tasty dishes but provide groups the
ability to engage with the guides, appreciate the city and support local businesses.

Local Roots Food Tours

“It really is a win-win experience,”
Andrak said. “Walking, talking, eating
and drinking are simple enough, but the
combination offers the potential for so
much more.”
While the daily walking tours are
generally kept small, Local Roots Food
Tours regularly accommodates larger
groups for private tours and works with
tour operators to create an entertaining
experience. n
Local Roots Food Tours
800-407-8918
localrootsfoodtours.com

TASTE. SEE. SAVOR.
AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL
Book your group tour at VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel
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california

Admire aircraft at Museum of Flying
Experience Santa Monica’s rich
history of aviation at the Museum of
Flying, one of the largest collections of
flight paraphernalia and aircraft in the
world. Originally established in 1974 as
the Douglas Museum and Library, the
museum was first opened by the second
president of the Douglas Aircraft Company, Donald Douglas Jr.
“For the better part of 100 years, the
Douglas Aircraft Company represented
the best of aircraft manufacturing,” said
Mike Machat, curator at the Museum of
Flying. “Our museum has many artifacts
and company treasures, from airplane
furniture to aircraft switch boards to the
very 1951 boardroom roundtable where
more than 4,000 airliners were sold by
the Douglas Aircraft Company.”
The 22,000-square-foot building
houses more than 200 artifacts, almost
two dozen aircraft including a replica

Wright Flyer and an actual FedEx 727
nose section, and a fascinating overview
of the history of flight, including its
roots in Santa Monica.
The museum is an exciting opportunity for all ages to experience the allure and
excitement of aviation. One of the most
popular attractions, the MaxFlight Simulator, gives visitors a 360-degree, interactive,
virtual-reality experience as they pitch and
roll in a Boeing 737 airliner, an aerobatic
plane and a F4U Corsair American fighter
aircraft, among others.
The museum opened its all-new
“Queens of the Sky” exhibit last fall,
which pays tribute to historic and
modern-day women of aviation. The
exhibit highlights the historical feats
and accomplishments of some of the
most influential female pilots, from
Amelia Earhart to the participants in
the Women’s Air Derby, the first official

Museum of Flying

women-only, trans-continental air race
that left from Santa Monica in 1929.
“Our new women in aviation exhibit
is arguably one of the most significant exhibits we’ve ever opened at the Museum
of Flying because we’re explaining to girls
that they, too, can have the same success
in piloting as men have,” Machat said.
Docent-led group tours last about
one hour and 20 minutes. For reservations made at least two weeks in
advance, discounted rates are available
for groups of 10 or more. n
Museum of Flying
310-398-2500
museumofflying.org

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM

One of California’s most beautiful and unique destinations!
For information on EGYPT’S LOST CITIES or FBI call 805-577-2704

Tour Through Air Force One 27000

View a Full Scale Replica of the Oval Oﬃce

Touch an Authentic Piece of the Berlin Wall

40 Presidential Drive • Simi Valley, CA 93065 • 805.577.2704
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Colorado
Golden

Located in an area of outstanding natural beauty, Golden
was the first capital of the Colorado Territory. Today, Golden
offers a delightful main street of historic buildings that have
been transformed to house art galleries, cafes, craft breweries,
restaurants and one-of-a-kind shops. Since 1947, the most
memorable image of Golden is a 58-foot-long welcome arch
that spans main street and says, “Howdy Folks! Welcome to
Golden – Where the West Lives.”
Beautiful Clear Creek flows through the center of town and
is lined with paved walking trails. To the east are high Westernlooking volcanic mesas; to the west are the tree-covered
foothills of the Rocky Mountains. Golden makes a perfect base
for groups to explore this scenic and historic area.
Visit Golden
303-279-2282
visitgolden.com

SEE

EXPLORE

Golden is conveniently
located near the worldfamous Red Rocks
Amphitheatre & Park, which
has hosted everyone from the
Beatles to Bruce Springsteen.
Red Rocks offers spectacular
year-round views, short hiking
trails and the Colorado Music
Hall of Fame — a museum
highlighting the performers
who have appeared there, all
just a 10-minute drive from
Golden.

The Buffalo Bill Museum
and Grave tells the exciting
story of the West’s most
famous scout and showman
with fun, interactive exhibits.
Located atop Lookout
Mountain, the museum
and gravesite offer groups
spectacular views of the
snowcapped Rockies. The
Lariat Loop Trail from the
grave to Golden is one of
the most exciting and scenic
drives in Colorado.

Red Rocks
Amphitheatre & Park
720-865-2494
redrocksonline.com

The Buffalo Bill
Museum and Grave
306-526-0744
buffalobill.org

TOUR

Located in downtown
Golden, Coors Brewery is
the largest single site brewery
in the world. Groups can
visit the large copper kettles
that brew the beer, tour the
packaging facility, stop in the
tasting room to sample three
glasses of Coors beer and
take home a souvenir glass,
all for a modest group fee.
Coors Brewery
303-277-2552
millercoors.com

LEARN

Stroll the Colorado
Railroad Museum’s 15-acre
railyard with over 100 narrowand standard-gauge steam
and diesel locomotives,
passenger cars, cabooses
and a G-scale garden railway.
Watch as Colorado railroad
history is brought back to life
in the roundhouse restoration
facility with a working
turntable.
Colorado Railroad Museum
303-279-4591
coloradorailroad
museum.org

Clockwise from top: Visit Golden (4), Don Peitzman
grouptourmagazine.com
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U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum set to stun groups
This spring, the U.S. Olympic &
Paralympic Museum opens its new,
state-of-the-art facility in Colorado
Springs, which is expected to draw
350,000 visitors a year.
Currently a digital database, the
museum is the only U.S.-based Olympic
and Paralympic museum recognized by
the International Olympic Committee
and is a part of the International Olympic Committee’s Museums Network.
The new museum will highlight the
inspiring stories of America’s Olympic
and Paralympic athletes and inform visitors on Team USA’s role in the Olympic
and Paralympic movements in a more
immersive setting than ever before.
“The 60,000-square-foot building
features world-class interactive technology that is focused on accessibility
and inclusivity, representing all of our
athletes,” said Tommy Schield, director
of marketing and communications at the
U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum.
Every exhibit was designed with inclusivity in mind; video captions, audio
descriptions, universal keypads, RFIDtriggered customizations and other
features make the museum enjoyable for
groups of all abilities.
Experience the excitement of walking into the stadium during the Opening
Ceremony in the multimedia, 360-degree “Parade of Nations” exhibit.
Visit the Athlete Training gallery,
which allows groups to try six interactive

sports, including the 30-meter dash,
alpine skiing, archery, goalball, skeleton
and sled hockey. Chosen for their Olympic and Paralympic equivalence, these
six sports highlight multiple skills, like

speed, mental focus and reaction time.
In addition to the interactive,
cutting-edge exhibits, groups will see
numerous Olympic and Paralympic
relics. Relive the 1980 Miracle on Ice
while viewing the scoreboard from Lake
Placid Olympic Fieldhouse or see Olympic medals and torches from past games.
“It’s a premier cultural destination,”
Schield said. “Visitors are experiencing
this content right in the heart of Olympic City USA, where Team USA athletes
come to train and make their dreams
come true.” n
U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum
719-358-6325
usopm.org
Gallagher & Associates
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COLORADO’S RAILROADS
Georgetown
Loop Railroad

Step back in time to a bygone era, on our
historic narrow gauge train, only 45 minutes
from Denver. Enjoy any of our 10 special events
throughout the year. From the engineering
marvel of the Devil’s Gate High Bridge to the
historic mining tours, you will enjoy a relaxing
ride through the beautiful mountain views while
crossing over Clear Creek four times. Please
contact Vicky Hunter to book your group.
646 Loop Drive, Georgetown, CO 80444
303-569-0133
Vicky.hunter@historicrailadventures.com

Rio Grande
Scenic Railroad

Live an authentic Colorado rail experience
as you climb the steep grades of the Southern
Rockies by train. See sweeping rugged mountain
vistas and a variety of wildlife while enjoying
tales of Colorado’s railroad and mining history
as we travel over La Veta pass in air-conditioned
comfort. Come see why USA Today named
us a Top Ten Ride and book your own scenic
Colorado train ride from Alamosa!

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is the
gateway back in time! Enjoy a relaxing day on
the historic coal-fired steam-powered narrowgauge railroad. Perfect for large groups with a
hot lunch included in the price, bus parking and
ADA accessibility. Trains depart daily from two
locations.

Travel through some of the most
breathtaking scenery Colorado has
to offer. Your adventure begins on
a real steam-powered train as it
travels into the rugged mountains,
past cascading creeks and
waterfalls, and through towering
pine forests. Bring your camera
because you will want to use it
as your train winds its way onto
the “highline,” a famous section
along the face of high cliffs. Your
destination is the Wild West mining
town of Silverton, nestled in the
heart of snowcapped summits.

5234 B Hwy 285, Antonito, CO 81120
888-286-2737
groups@cumbrestoltec.com

479 Main Ave., Durango, CO 81301
877-872-4607
durangotrain.com

610 State Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
877-726-7245
coloradotrain.com

Cumbres &
Toltec Scenic
Railroad

Durango &
Silverton
Narrow
Gauge
Railroad

grouptourmagazine.com
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Idaho

Idaho Falls
Travelers come to see Yellowstone National Park and Grand
Teton National Park, but they fall in love with the hospitality and
experience that is Idaho Falls. With a world-renowned River
Walk, top-rated eateries, local breweries, shopping and so
much more, it’s no wonder Idaho Falls is ranked one of the best
places to live and visit year after year.
“You won’t want to miss visiting Idaho Falls,” said Chip
Schwarze, CEO of the Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of
Commerce. “Whether you stop on your way to the parks or stay
and enjoy our western hospitality, visitors keep coming back
again and again to enjoy all the region has to offer.”
Visit Idaho Falls
208-523-1010
visitidahofalls.com

EXPLORE

Museum of Idaho is the
jewel of Idaho Falls and the
gem of the Gem State. With
world-renowned traveling
exhibits and family-friendly
interactive experiences,
groups won’t want to miss
Idaho’s largest museum. A
new exhibit encompassing
14,000 years of Idaho history
will open as a permanent
exhibit late this year.
Museum of Idaho
208-522-1400, ext. 3009
museumofidaho.org

RIDE

Only 20 miles from Idaho
Falls, Mountain River Ranch
delivers an evening in the Old
West. Groups will witness a
Wild West Shootout, enjoy a
scenic horse-drawn wagon
ride and dine on an authentic
chuckwagon dinner. Then,
visitors sit back and enjoy
the hospitality of the West as
the ranch’s musical variety
show keeps groups singing,
laughing and dancing.
Mountain River Ranch
208-837-6288
mountainriverranch.com

WALK

The Idaho Falls River
Walk is a spectacular way
to see and explore the
things that make Idaho Falls
unique. Groups will enjoy
the beauty of the river and
falls, which cover 5 miles
on both sides of the Snake
River. Along the paved
trail, find Idaho Falls’ great
restaurants and downtown
shopping centers.
City of Idaho Falls
208-612-8580
idahofallsidaho.gov

TASTE

Stop by Snow Eagle
Brewing & Grill and quench
the group’s thirst with great
craft beers brewed on-site,
like its Cream Ale. Ranked
as the 24th fastest growing
small brewery in the United
States by the Brewers
Association in 2018, Snow
Eagle Brewing offers so
much more than great beers.
Snow Eagle Brewing & Grill
208-557-0455
snoweaglebrewing.com

Clockwise from top: Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce, Snow Eagle Brewing & Grill, Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce, Mountain River Ranch, Museum of Idaho
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All in a
Day’s Play
PLAN YOUR STAY TODAY
CALL 1.208.523.1010 OPT. 1 OR
V I S I T I D A H O FA L L S . C O M

Eastern Idaho Visitor Center
355 River Parkway

idaho

Mackay Bar Ranch boasts Idaho’s rugged landscape
Situated on 21 acres in Grangeville
resides Mackay Bar Outfitters & Guest
Ranch, a backcountry lodge that offers
groups an adventurous stay in the untamed beauty of the Frank Church-River
of No Return Wilderness.
“Our employees are trained to assist,
accommodate and facilitate our clients
to enjoy the rugged backcountry of Idaho while still being indulged in upscale
customer service and accommodations,”
said Joni Dewey, co-owner of Mackay
Bar Outfitters & Guest Ranch alongside
her husband, Buck.
Dating to the 1950s, Mackay Bar
Ranch was grandfathered into the
Central Idaho Wilderness Act in 1980,
which federally protected the Frank
Church-River of No Return Wilderness.
Since then, the ranch and its belongings
have been allowed inside the wilderness
boundaries, making a stay at Mackay

60

February 2020

Bar Ranch a truly unique experience.
Providing both thrill and leisure, the
ranch boasts the beauty and history of
Idaho’s landscape on its jet boat tours. On
a one-day trip, groups can explore the
rocky wilderness, view rustic cabins and
swim in the pristine river. Groups also are
treated to a picnic lunch at the ranch and
then sent off again for more sightseeing.
Jet boat tours range in level; groups
can choose between a relaxing voyage down the river, or an exhilarating
white-water jet boat adventure, with trip
options covering classes II–V.
“We target small to mid-size groups
that are seeking adventure,” Dewey said.
“Groups also love the exclusivity and
remoteness of the ranch and river.”
Whether groups are looking for a
relaxing getaway amid beautiful scenery
or a thrilling ride along robust wilderness, Mackay Bar Ranch treats guests

Mackay Bar Outfitters & Guest Ranch

with all that Central Idaho has to offer.
Group sizes can range from 10 to
34 members, with flexibility for larger
groups in the summer. All stays encompass overnight lodging and meals. n
Mackay Bar Outfitters & Guest Ranch
208-242-4988
mackaybarranch.com

itinerary planner

Montana
Billings

Forge your own path to Montana’s Trailhead and let the
adventure begin. Born in the shadows of the Rimrocks and
fed on the waters of the Yellowstone River, Billings will surprise
groups as they experience unparalleled views just moments
from downtown.
Enjoy unique hospitality with locals that will take the time to
make groups feel welcome. Wine and dine in historic downtown
Billings — a retail destination by day and an event hot spot at
night — with award-winning cuisine.
With over 40 miles of trails in and around Billings, mountain
biking, hiking and the great outdoors will be at every turn.
Crowds won’t be an issue in Montana’s Trailhead, as there is
plenty of space to go around.
Visit Billings
406-245-4111
visitbillings.com

SEE

Billings is the gateway
to Yellowstone’s most
scenic route, the Beartooth
Highway. Providing
breathtaking vistas from start
to finish, the highway is a
place filled with unforgettable
views; Forbes calls it one of
the country’s most dazzling
drives. Reaching a peak
of 10,977 feet through the
pass, groups will experience
Montana’s highest mountain
range with 20 peaks over
12,000 feet.
Beartooth Highway
406-446-1718
beartoothhighway.com

SIP

DISCOVER

PLAY

Montana’s only walkable
brewery trail — the Billings
Brew Trail — is located
in the heart of downtown
Billings. This self-guided tour
is made up of six breweries,
two distilleries and one
cider house, all within easy
walking distance. Take this
1½-mile brewery route and
enjoy historic sites along
with award-winning craft
beverages.

Within an hour of Billings
is Pompeys Pillar National
Monument. Pompeys Pillar
is the only remaining physical
evidence of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, where
William Clark inscribed
his name in 1806. Enjoy
bird watching and visit the
Interpretive Center to see the
concrete Riverwalk beginning
in the parking lot extending to
the Pillar’s base.

The sandstone bluffs
surrounding the city are
known as the Rimrocks
and are estimated to be at
least 70 million years old.
Originally the delta of an
ancient sea, the Rimrocks
provide unparalleled views
of the city along with five
mountain ranges. Take a
walk or bike along the trails
located atop these majestic
bluffs.

Billings Brew Trail
406-245-4111
visitbillings.com/
billings-brew-trail

Pompeys Pillar
National Monument
406-875-2400
pompeyspillar.org

Visit Billings
406-245-4111
visitbillings.com

Visit Billings
grouptourmagazine.com
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Small Montana town highlights
one of North America’s greatest battles
Groups can find themselves at
the site of one of the largest Native
American gatherings recorded in North
American history at the Custer Battlefield Museum in Garryowen.
Located on the former site of Sitting Bull’s camp, the Custer Battlefield
Museum offers visitors an up-close look
into the famous Battle of the Little Bighorn with an array of artifacts.
“The Custer Battlefield Museum
displays the largest collection of battlerelated artifacts, photographs, weapon
and 7th Cavalry and Indian militaria

Custer Battlefield Museum
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that has a direct association to the Battle
of the Little Bighorn,” said Chris Kortlander, founding director at the Custer
Battlefield Museum.
Groups can view the only known
confirmed signature of Sitting Bull, see
a shovel used to dig the graves of the
fallen soldiers, check out beaded Native American war shirts and discover
countless artifacts pertaining to the
battle.
The museum additionally
houses an internationally acclaimed collection of more than
100 photographs by the worldrenowned photographer David
F. Barry. The collection —which
has toured the world — depicts
the American frontier, including images of General George
A. Custer; Thomas Custer;
Sitting Bull; and Benteen,
Montana.
A popular attraction
at the Custer Battlefield
Museum is the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier, the

only one existing in the U.S. outside of
Arlington, Virginia; and Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. The tomb holds the remains of a
cavalry soldier who fought in the Battle
of the Little Bighorn.
Beside the tomb resides the museum’s Peace Monument featuring bronze
sculptures of Sitting Bull and General
Custer. Groups can stand where the
1926 “Burying of the Hatchet” ceremony
took place, an event signifying reconciliation and peace between the U.S.
government and Native American tribes
who fought in this infamous battle.
“The mission of the museum is to
educate the traveling tourist to have a
clearer understanding about where, why,
when and how this most complicated
battle occurred,” Kortlander said.
The Custer Battlefield Museum can
accommodate groups up to 50 people.
Tours include a short introduction followed by a Q&A session. n
Custer Battlefield Museum
406-638-1876
custermuseum.org
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Nebraska
Columbus

Located along historic Lincoln Highway, Columbus is a city
full of exciting opportunities and offers activities and sights
for all tastes. Shop at antique storefronts, dine on homegrown
cooking and play at one of many recreational facilities. Groups
will find both tranquility and adventure in Columbus.
“We invite you to experience our ‘Something Good’ in
Columbus, Nebraska, and the Platte County area,” said Deb
Loseke, director of the Columbus/Platte County Convention and
Visitors Bureau. “Groups will have a great time exploring this
special place in Nebraska. Located along Highway 81 (Meridian
Highway) and Highway 30 (Lincoln Highway), we can offer tours
that include history, industry, agriculture, shopping, cuisine and
a family owned zoo. We can customize your agenda to fit your
needs and experience this place we are proud to call home!”
Columbus/Platte County Convention and Visitors Bureau
402-564-2026
visitcolumbusne.com

DISCOVER

HONOR

DINE

Travel through history at
the Platte County Museum.
The museum’s collection
consists of artifacts donated
by the public that tell the
story of early Platte County
settlement. Find fossils,
Native American stone tools
and antique photos. See a
5,000-pound bank vault door;
a 1913 Indian Motorcycle;
and an authentic, turn-of-thecentury barber shop.

Used extensively for
landings in World War II, the
Higgins boat was designed
by Columbus-native Andrew
Jackson Higgins. The
Andrew Jackson Higgins
Memorial is not only
dedicated to the memory of
the prominent industrialist,
but to all veterans. See a
life-size replica of the Higgins
boat and pieces of World
Trade Center steel.

Dusters Restaurant
and Gottberg Brewery is
a full-service restaurant and
microbrewery serving up
hearty meals and delicious
drinks in multiple dining areas.
Sip on a craft beer while
sitting on a tractor seat bar
stool in the brew pub. Savor a
flavorful dish while viewing a
mural that depicts 200 years
of Platte County history in the
main dining area.

Platte County Museum
402-564-1856
megavision.net/museum

Andrew Jackson
Higgins Memorial
402-639-1720
andrewjacksonhiggins
memorialfoundation.org

Dusters Restaurant and
Gottberg Brewery
402-564-8338
dustersrestaurant.com

SEE

In Pawnee Park resides
the Quincentenary
Belltower, a structure
dedicated as a lasting
monument to the celebration
of the 500th anniversary of
Columbus’ first voyage to
the New World. The tower
consists of 10 donated bells,
each with cultural significance
and a plaque that chronicles
the bells’ history.
Quincentenary Belltower
402-564-2769
visitcolumbusne.com

Columbus/Platte County Convention and Visitors Bureau
grouptourmagazine.com
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History takes flight at
Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum
The motto of the Strategic Air Command in Ashland is: “Peace is our profession.” This arm of the United States
military was responsible for the Cold
War command of America’s strategic
nuclear strike forces. Headquartered in
the heartland to provide more time to
respond in case of an attack from the
Soviet Union, the Strategic Air Command was vital to America’s security.
Today, history takes flight at the
Strategic Air Command & Aerospace
Museum, also in Ashland. The museum’s
goal is to preserve the stories of the Cold
Warriors who stood prepared to defend
the nation in the Cold War era.

Strategic Air Command & Aerospace Museum
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“The museum is a wonderful place to
bring a group of any size,” said Aly Rasmussen, marketing and sales manager
at the museum. “With a variety of tour
options and exhibits, we have something
for everyone.”
The museum’s collection of 36 aircraft
include the XF-85 Goblin, B-1A Lancer
and the popular SR-71 Blackbird. The
B-36 Peacemaker is the largest production
bomber ever built and held the greatest combat unrefueled range in the fleet.
Aircraft enthusiasts can get close enough
to touch most of these iconic aircraft.
“We offer exhibits on various topics
such as World War II, Doolittle’s Tokyo

Raiders, Francis Gary Powers and the U-2,
and Gen. Curtis LeMay,” Rasmussen said.
The LeMay exhibit chronicles the
general’s uncompromising commitment to high standards that turned the
Strategic Air Command into an effective nuclear-capable military force. His
efforts were critical to the success of the
nation in the Cold War.
Groups of 20 or more can arrange
a custom tour that zeroes in on topics
like World War II or the development
of the Strategic Air Command. Tour
guides recount personal stories against
the backdrop of significant historical
events that span more than 70 years of
the American story.
The museum offers public events each
month including Helicopter Day, Patriot
Day and Veterans Day programs, which
can further enhance group visits. n
Strategic Air Command
& Aerospace Museum
402-944-3100, ext. 253
sacmuseum.org
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Nevada
Reno Tahoe

A high desert landscape set against the backdrop of the
Sierra Nevada Mountains, Reno Tahoe defines itself as a fourseason resort destination with outdoor beauty and an array of
group activities.
“From the highest concentration of ski resorts in North
America to arts and culture attractions — such as the Nevada
Museum of Art — as well as unique, locally-owned eateries and
breweries, the opportunities are never-ending,” said Art Jimenez,
executive director of tourism sales at the Reno-Sparks Convention
and Visitors Authority. “With a multitude of diverse experiences,
there’s always something for everyone in Reno Tahoe.”
Groups can enjoy a leisurely spa day, shop locally made
goods and explore the Black Rock Desert for an adventure-filled
day in Reno Tahoe.
Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority
775-827-7654
visitrenotahoe.com

EXPLORE

Displaying over 220
antique, vintage and
classic cars, the National
Automobile Museum
(The Harrah Collection)
continually wows groups
with an exceptional look
at legendary enthusiast
Bill Harrah’s automobile
collection. The collection
stars the 1907 Thomas Flyer
and Frank Sinatra’s 1961
Ghia L6.4.
National Automobile
Museum (The Harrah
Collection)
775-333-9300
automuseum.org

DISCOVER

Every first Thursday
of the month, downtown
Reno Tahoe restaurants,
galleries and businesses
are bustling because of Art
Walk Reno. The tour takes
groups through Reno’s Arts
District, which features
local and regional artists
whose works are displayed
in numerous venues around
the city. A portion of the
proceeds are donated to
various nonprofit groups.
Arts District
artspotreno.org

PLAY

STAY

Reno Tahoe boasts some
of the best mountains on the
West Coast, including Mt.
Rose. The high concentration
of ski resorts makes it easy
for groups to try different
mountains during their stay.
Start early in the morning
at Mt. Rose-Ski Tahoe then
venture deeper into the
mountains and hit the slopes
of Squaw or Northstar.

Check out one of Reno
Tahoe’s showrooms for
unique evening entertainment
at Harrah’s Reno. Groups
can play at the casino with
slot machines, three-wheel
spinners and more. See a
comedy show and then retire
in one of the 928 elegant
rooms for a night’s rest
before waking to experience
more lively activities.

Mt. Rose-Ski Tahoe
775-849-0704, ext. 217
skirose.com

Harrah’s Reno
775-786-3232
ceasars.com/harrahs-reno

Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority
grouptourmagazine.com
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All Aboard at the Nevada State Railroad Museum
The completion of the transcontinental railroad in the spring of 1869
changed America forever. The Nevada
State Railroad Museum in Carson City
unveiled a major new exhibit celebrating this pivotal moment in American
history.
“Right now, a major focus of the
museum is the exhibit commemorating
the 150th anniversary of the completion
of the Transcontinental Railroad,” said
Adam Michalski, the museum’s curator
of education.
The meeting of the Central Pacific
Railroad from the west and the Union
Pacific Railroad from the east culminated in driving the ceremonial gold spike
in 1869. The car that carried prominent
railroad officials and the golden and
silver spikes to the ceremony was known
as “The Commissioners’ Car.” This railcar is the centerpiece of the new exhibit.
Visitors to the museum typically
explore the grounds on a 90-minute selfguided route that includes interpretation
on significant locomotives, rolling stock,
artifacts, photographs and memorabilia
directly related to railroads and railroad-

ing in Nevada.
“Volunteers stationed around the
museum are happy to answer questions
or share insight about the collection,”
Michalski said.
In addition to static exhibits, select

pieces of equipment in the collection
are restored and operated throughout
the year to demonstrate steam and early
gasoline technology.
“The McKeen Motor Car is a restored
1910 car and is the only one able to move
under its own power,” Michalski said.
Visitors can enjoy a firsthand experience with railroad history through
the sights, sounds and sensations of a
train ride. Train rides depart from the
Wabuska Depot, a historic station relocated to the museum grounds. The 401
Edwards Motor Car carries visitors on a
20-minute narrated journey around the
museum’s grounds.
The Nevada State Railroad Museum
is located down the street from the
Nevada State Museum, allowing groups
with diverse interests to find something
to engage everyone. n
Nevada State Railroad Museum
775-687-6953
nvculture.org/nevadastaterailroad
museumcarsoncity

Nevada State Railroad Museum
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New Mexico
Albuquerque

Albuquerque is a welcoming Southwestern destination with
stunning landscapes, sunny skies, one-of-a-kind experiences
and centuries of history and culture blended with cutting-edge
innovation and technology.
“Albuquerque is a bucket-list destination where the
experiences are truly unique and hard to replicate anywhere
else,” said Maureen Chavez, tourism & small group sales
manager at Visit Albuquerque.
Groups will see flamenco performances, soar above the city
in hot air balloons and taste Albuquerque’s world-renowned
culinary scene. With 310 days of sunshine, Albuquerque
provides a memorable stay for all groups.
Visit Albuquerque
505-842-9918
visitalbuquerque.org

SEE

EAT

TOUR

Be transported from the
hustle and bustle of the
city to one of the country’s
most stunning urban peaks
on the Sandia Peak Aerial
Tramway. This 15-minute
tram ride takes groups
above deep canyons and
breathtaking terrain to the
10,378-foot crest of the
Sandia Mountains where
an 11,000-square-mile
panoramic view awaits.

Nestled in the cottonwoods
of Albuquerque’s North
Valley, El Pinto Restaurant
is a traditional New Mexican
restaurant serving timehonored recipes within a
tranquil and authentic setting.
Don’t miss its award-winning
Red Chile Ribs or famous
salsa. Be sure to try a
margarita made behind one
of the largest tequila bars in
the state.

Known as the gateway
to the 19 Pueblos of New
Mexico, the Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center is a
world-class museum that
introduces groups to the
state’s landscape, legacy
and history. The center hosts
traditional Native American
dances every weekend and
offers a rich schedule of
cultural, educational and
community events.

Sandia Peak Tramway &
Ski Area
505-857-8916
sandiapeak.com

El Pinto Restaurant
505-898-1771
elpinto.com

Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center
505-212-7058
indianpueblo.org

SHOP

Historic Old Town is the
city’s original neighborhood,
founded in 1706. Today,
Old Town is Albuquerque’s
cultural center, with
numerous museums and
more than 100 shops,
galleries and restaurants.
This walkable neighborhood
is the perfect place to find
unique gifts and souvenirs to
cherish for years to come.
Historic Old Town
505-246-8687
albuquerqueoldtown.com

Clockwise from top: Marble Street Studio, VisitABQ.org, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, VisitABQ.org, Jay Blackwood
grouptourmagazine.com
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International UFO Museum
& Research Center piques curiosity
Sightings of Unidentified Flying
Objects (UFOs) have captured people’s
curiosity for decades. The most famous
of these sightings is what has come to be
known as “The Roswell Incident.”
When a UFO crashed on Mack Brazel’s
New Mexico ranch in July of 1947, Brazel
wasn’t sure if he had found the wreckage
from an alien spacecraft or a government
project. The properties of the recovered
metal and its strange engravings even
stumped some army intelligence officers.
This complicated story has sparked various theories for the last 70 years.
The International UFO Museum &
Research Center in Roswell was organized
to inform the public about the events that
transpired in 1947 and other unexplained
phenomena related to UFO research.
“Our museum presents the timeline

DAILY
OPEN -5PM
9AM

AIN
M
N. M
114 WELL, N
ROS

575.625.9495
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM
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International UFO Museum & Research Center

of the 1947 Incident through the collection of information we’ve amassed” said
Jim Hill, director of the museum and
research center.
Was the Roswell Incident an alien
encounter concealed by the government,
a piece of classified military technology
recovered by the army or nothing more

than a weather balloon?
Groups visiting the UFO Museum
have the opportunity to reach their own
conclusions through their examination of
photographs, maps and witness testimony.
“A guide is available to provide groups
with a walking tour through the collection
and bring the story of 1947 to life,” Hill
said. “To arrange this experience, group
leaders must reach out well in advance.”
Beyond the Roswell narrative, other
exhibits provide groups with the opportunity to take photos. The extensive
library offers interested visitors over
7,000 books written on the subject of
UFOs. A gift shop features exclusive
items to memorialize the visit. n
International UFO Museum
& Research Center
575-625-9495
roswellufomuseum.com/tour-groups

EXPERIENCE
EXTRAORDINARY.

273 LUXURY ROOMS AND SUITES,
PLUS 45,000+ SQ. FT. OF MEETING SPACE
To book your Group or Meeting, please contact:
Randy Michaels | 575-464-7065 | rmichaels@innofthemountaingods.com
F U L L C A S I N O | LU X U R Y R E S O R T | Z I P L I N E | C H A M P I O N S H I P G O L F
F U L L-S E R V I C E S PA | S P O R T S B O O K
I N N O F T H E M O U N TA I N G O D S.C O M |
| 1-800-545-9011 | M E S C A L E R O, N M

new mexico

Museum of Indian Arts & Culture
highlights native peoples of the Southwest
A center of stewardship, knowledge
and understanding of the achievements
of the diverse peoples of the native
Southwest, the Museum of Indian
Arts & Culture shares powerful stories
through art and history. The museum
works with native communities to include their voice in the exhibits and educational programs. This provides visitors
with an authentic learning experience.
Andrew Albertson, program
manager, hosts groups from across the
United States and around the world at
the museum.
“Tour groups enhance their visit
by interacting with our energetic and
knowledgeable docents,” Albertson said.
“The docents’ commentary helps visitors
access the mission of the museum: appreciating the complexity and diversity
of the Native American cultures of the
Southwest.”
Running through Aug. 31, “San Ildefonso Pottery: 1600–1930” is an exhibition introducing visitors to understandings about the context and meaning of
San Ildefonso art, culture and history.
The pottery and painting incorporate a
number of ideas from ancient iconography to modern tools and materials.
“Members of the community co-curated the exhibit,” Albertson said. “More
than 80% of the pieces in the installation
have never been exhibited.”
The installation enhances under-

Peter Ellzey

standing about how art and prayer are
connected. For the San Ildefonso community, the art of making pottery brings
together two sacred substances — water
and earth — to make a new life. The
pottery’s intricate painted designs are a
form of prayer, storytelling and recording history.
Albertson encourages groups to pair
their visit with the nearby Museum of

International Folk Art. A cafe between
the two museums provides a venue for
groups to enjoy lunch.
Guided tours of the museum’s exhibitions are offered daily. n
Museum of Indian Arts & Culture
505-476-1271
miaclab.org

Telling the story of the Atomic Age, from the Manhattan Project to today’s peaceful uses of nuclear technology.

Albuquerque, NM
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nuclearmuseum.org

Open Daily 9 am - 5 pm

505-245-2137
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North Dakota
Fargo

On the border of Minnesota and North Dakota surrounded
by prairie lies the hidden gem that is Fargo. With a rich history,
vibrant art scene and eclectic nightlife, Fargo offers groups a
stay with friendly people full of prairie soul.
Visit historic Downtown Fargo where groups will find a 1920s
art-deco theater alongside historic boutique hotels, music
venues, one-of-a-kind shops and unique restaurants. Then,
immerse in the city’s Scandinavian heritage at the Hjemkomst
Center in Moorhead, Minnesota, less than a mile away from the
Fargo city center.
Named for one of the owners of one of the nation’s largest
financial corporations, Fargo provides groups with a new kind
of adventure and exceeds its motto of being a destination just
“north of normal.”
Fargo-Moorhead Convention & Visitors Bureau
701-282-3653
fargomoorhead.org

DISCOVER

The Hjemkomst
Center — just across the
Red River in Moorhead,
Minnesota, — showcases
a replica Norwegian stave
church, a Viking ship that
actually sailed from Norway
to Minnesota and one of
the region’s largest art
collections. Groups can take
a guided tour of the inside
of the stave church and
experience incredible views.
Historical & Cultural
Society of Clay County
218-299-5511
hcscconline.org/thehjemkomst

LEARN

Both a pioneer village
and museum, Bonanzaville
will have groups feeling like
they have stepped into the
1800s as they explore the
lives of the early settlers
to Cass County, North
Dakota. Wander through
original structures relocated
from across the region,
including Fargo’s first house,
a schoolhouse, saloon
and hotel, church and fully
stocked mercantile store.
Bonanzaville
701-282-2822
bonanzaville.org

SIP

Drekker Brewing
crafts beer for the Viking
in everyone. Along with its
rustic taproom and delicious
rotating beer menu, Drekker
Brewing offers guided
tasting tours. Board games
and pinball machines
keep groups occupied and
enjoying friendly company
for hours in both a lively and
warm environment.
Drekker Brewing
701-532-0506
drekkerbrewing.com

EXPLORE

Find something to
remember the city by in
Downtown Fargo. Head to
STABO for Scandinavianinspired goods, O’Day Cache
for jewelry and gift items,
Unglued for products made
by local artists and Zandbroz
Variety for everything from
books to scented soaps.
Shopping in Downtown Fargo
is easy with a Downtown
Fargo gift card, accepted at
over 70 businesses.
Visit Fargo-Moorhead
701-282-3653
fargomoorhead.org/thingsto-do/downtown-fargo

Visit Fargo-Moorhead
grouptourmagazine.com
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Embark on a historical journey
at the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center
When the new nation of America
more than doubled with the 1803
Louisiana Purchase, President Jefferson
appointed Meriwether Lewis to explore
the territory. Lewis then recruited his
friend William Clark to the newly
formed Corps of Discovery and set a
course west.
As winter approached what is now
North Dakota in 1804, the team constructed Fort Mandan. They spent six
months preparing for the next phase of
the journey and establishing diplomatic
relations. It was here that the pair first
met Sacagawea, the Lemhi Shoshone
woman who famously served as a guide
and translator.
Groups visiting the Lewis & Clark
Interpretive Center and its replica of
Fort Mandan in Washburn are able to
relive this pivotal adventure in American history.
“Visitors walk in the footsteps of
history at our full-scale replica of Fort
Mandan,” said Dana Morrison, interpretive coordinator at the center. “Guests
can try on period clothing, pick up an
axe or trace a route on a map. We encourage folks to be hands-on.”
Groups can arrange for a guided tour
of the site to learn about how the Corps
built the fort out of local cottonwood timber, survived extreme cold and prepared
for spring travel to uncharted territory.
Two miles from the fort is the Interpretive Center — a facility with vivid,
state-of-the-art exhibits and a store
specializing in locally-made items.
“Exhibits featuring period artifacts
highlight the story of preparedness.”
Morrison said. “The Lewis and Clark
Gallery immerses visitors in the journey
through sound and interactive displays.
A Girandoni air rifle representative of
the one Lewis carried on the expedition is among 100 period artifacts that
illustrate the story.”
Visitors also can explore North Dakota’s past through exhibits on fur trade
72
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Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center

and agriculture. The center’s heirloom
gardens include corn varieties originally
farmed by the Mandan, Hidatsa and
Arikara people.
“Rarely can you taste history,” Morrison said, “Through hands-on activities
within the exhibits, visitors can sample

these corn varietals as they learn about
the region’s history.” n
Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center
701-462-8535
parkrec.nd.gov/lewis-clarkinterpretive-center
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OKLAHOMA
TULSA

Tulsa is an easily navigable city that’s rich in music and
culture. Both small and large groups have many opportunities
for entertainment, including concerts, performing arts, museums,
festivals, Tulsa-centric dining, gaming and sporting events.
“We hope groups experience the amazing history of Tulsa,
as well as the vibrant and energetic current-day Tulsa,” said
Vanesa Masucci, vice president of sales for Visit Tulsa. “Once
called the ‘Oil Capitol of the World,’ you’ll find additional stories
of our historic past, including the Trail of Tears, the Tulsa Race
Massacre, the Dust Bowl, Route 66 and our music heritage.”
Several future attractions are on the horizon, including the
Oklahoma Museum of Popular Culture (OKPOP), as well as
the Bob Dylan Center, The Church Studio and Headquarters of
USA BMX.
Visit Tulsa
800-558-3311
visittulsa.com

LISTEN

Bob Dylan remains one
of America’s most influential
cultural figures. The Bob
Dylan Center, expected to
open in 2021, will be located
in the Tulsa Arts District. It will
be dedicated to the study and
appreciation of Bob Dylan’s
worldwide significance
through six prolific decades.
His groundbreaking
creative endeavors included
songwriting, recordings, live
performances, books and
films.
Bob Dylan Center
bobdylancenter.com

Philbrook Museum of Art

LEARN

Housing a comprehensive
collection of art, culture and
North American history, the
Gilcrease Museum contains
more than 350,000 items.
Adult groups may schedule
docent-guided tours of the
“Masterworks of the Gilcrease
Collection” or “Enduring
Spirit” galleries. Guided tours
of the special exhibitions also
may be available. Tours last
about one hour.
Gilcrease Museum
918-596-2782
gilcrease.org

EAT

Over the years, Tally’s
Good Food Café on historic
Route 66 has won numerous
awards, including “Tulsa’s
Best Diner,” “Tulsa’s Best
Breakfast” and “Tulsa’s
Best Cinnamon Rolls.” The
café serves more than 100
dishes, almost all of which
are traditional American
fare, and is well-known for
its big entrees like ChickenFried Steak and Fat Boy
cheeseburgers.
Tally’s Good Food Café
918-835-8039
tallyscafe.com

EXPLORE

The Meadow Gold
District is Tulsa’s newest
and most energetic mixeduse community along Route
66. The district offers places
to eat and chic familyowned shops that work
together to carry on Route
66 elements and traditions.
Restaurants like Bobby O’s
(pizza) are offering new
concepts that promote a
further understanding of the
Mother Road area’s historical
significance.
Meadow Gold District
meadowgolddistrict.com

Visit Tulsa
grouptourmagazine.com
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Soar between the treetops
at Rugaru Adventures

Rugaru Adventures
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Standing on the shores of Broken Bow
Lake, visitors to Beavers Bend State Park
enjoy watching the eagles fish in the cold
water. Adventurous visitors to the Sooner
State can get their adrenaline fix and
soar with the eagles from the heights of
Rugaru Adventures’ zip line course.
Darcee Shankles is one of the owners
of Rugaru Adventures and regularly welcomes groups from all over the United
States. “Our zip line is a great introduction for people who are new to zipping,”
she said. Six lines ranging from 300 to
1,100 feet and equipped with automatic
breaks give confidence to even the most
novice riders.
Safety and the guest experience
are top priorities for the Rugaru team.
Groups should review participation
guidelines before making a reservation.
Visitors are equipped with helmets and
harnesses. A pre-trip orientation maximizes visitors’ fun out on the course.
Two guides accompany each group
of 12. “Guides will coach riders through

the different lines,” Shankles said. “Along
the way, guests are reminded how to
speed up or slow down depending on
the line and the individual guest.”
During the two-hour experience,
visitors enjoy an exhilarating jaunt on
the half-dozen zips that crisscross the
Beavers Bend forest canopy.
The grand finale is a favorite for
visitors: an incredible 1,100-foot zip line
over Broken Bow Lake. “The view itself
is amazing and an exhilarating way to
end,” Shankles said.
Rugaru Adventures offers photography packages so that guests can share
their stories and the Oklahoma scenery
with family and friends back home.
Less than an hour from the Texas
and Arkansas borders, Beavers Bend is a
great spot for groups to enjoy the state’s
natural beauty and outdoor offerings. n
Rugaru Adventures
580-494-2947
rugaruadventures.com
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South Dakota
Sioux Falls

The largest city in the state, Sioux Falls is conveniently
located at the junction of two major interstates — I-90 and
I-29 — in eastern South Dakota. Sioux Falls radiates an urban
vibe rising from the wide-open spaces of South Dakota while
remaining true to warm Midwestern hospitality.
“Sioux Falls is an unexpected destination perfect for a
mystery tour,” said Jackie Wentworth, sales manager at the
Sioux Falls CVB. “We’ve created three unique mystery tour
experiences that will leave your group wondering why they
haven’t visited Sioux Falls before.”
The CVB provides top-notch group tour services assisting
in securing a hotel, selecting the perfect restaurants, and
designing a well-planned, customized itinerary.
Sioux Falls CVB
605-275-6060
visitsiouxfalls.com

ADMIRE

The Arc of Dreams,
a massive stainless-steel
sculpture designed by
prominent South Dakota
artist Dale Lamphere, spans
the length of a football field
and rises 70 feet above the
Big Sioux River. The Arc
has become a permanent
part of the world-renowned
SculptureWalk, an outdoor
art exhibit featuring over 55
sculptures valued at over $1
million each year.
Arc of Dreams
605-838-8102
siouxfallsarcofdreams.org

EXPLORE

Falls Park is a must-see
attraction, dumping over
7,400 gallons of water over
sparkling pink quartzite rock
each second. After traversing
the 123-acre Falls Park,
groups can stop at the Falls
Overlook Café to try locally
made bites and then explore
the Stockyards Ag Experience
to learn about the history of
agriculture in the area.
Visitor Information Center
605-367-7430
visitsiouxfalls.com/
fallspark

SIP

Experience life in slow
motion at Strawbale Winery.
The tasting room is made of
strawbales and tucked away
between a 100-year-old barn
and shelter belt in a unique
country setting. Groups can
learn about the environmental
sustainability of wine
production in South Dakota
all while enjoying delightful
wine tastings, jubilant events
and friendly farm animals.
Strawbale Winery
605-543-5071
strawbalewinery.com

DISCOVER

One of only eight
permanent venues of its
kind in the country, Levitt at
the Falls is where groups
can gather for outdoor
music entertainment. Levitt
at the Falls provided 30
free concerts last year and
drew over 58,000 people.
Beginning this year, the
venue will be offering 50 free
concerts every summer.
Levitt at the Falls
605-271-1560
levittsiouxfalls.org

Clockwise from top: Sioux Falls Convention & Visitors Bureau (4), South Dakota Department of Tourism
grouptourmagazine.com

75

south dakota

Take a steam-powered journey
through South Dakota’s Black Hills
Experience a 20-mile, steam enginepowered train ride between Hill City
and Keystone on the 1880 Train. This
piece of history preserves the grit, determination and innovation that took place
during South Dakota’s Black Hills mining boom before the turn of the century.
“The 1880 Train takes riders back
to a simpler time,” said Holli Edwards,
business development manager for
the 1880 Train. “It’s an opportunity for
people to sit back, relax and enjoy the
scenery of the Black Hills while picturing what life might have been like as a
gold prospect in the late 1800s.”
Onboard, passengers hear a narrated
history from the train’s host as they wind
around rock formations, pass through
thick evergreen forests and cruise below
76
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cliffs reaching hundreds of feet into
the sky. The tracks cross a number of
bridges and pass waterfalls — offering
riders a prime opportunity to see woodland creatures like fox, whitetail deer,
marmots and wild turkey.
Groups can choose a two-hour,
round-trip ride between Hill City Depot
and the Keystone Depot or opt for a
one-way trip with a bus pick-up at their
end destination.
At Hill City, the depot snack bar is
a popular pit-stop followed by a tour
of the South Dakota State Railroad
Museum and the Black Hills Institute’s
dinosaur museum. Keystone — a nostalgic small town with shops, a boardwalk
main street, and an old saloon — provides a true “Old West” experience. The

1880 Train

Rushmore Borglum Story museum in
Keystone is another popular destination, offering groups the chance to learn
about Gutzon Borglum, Mount Rushmore’s sculptor.
“Our mission here at the 1880 Train
is to preserve the steam engine experience for years to come so that families
and visitors of every age can create
memories with their loved ones,” Edwards said.
The 1880 Train offers discount rates
for groups of 20 or more and tour planners are required to make reservations at
least one week in advance. n
1880 Train
605-574-2222
1880train.com

0 Train
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Texas
Odessa

Uniting oil field workers from all over the United States and
world, Odessa is home to beautiful sunrises and sunsets that
inspire visitors.
Odessa showcases the Southwest’s diverse and exciting
environment. Find 37 beautifully painted 6-foot jackrabbit
statues strategically placed throughout the city, then experience
the thrill of axe throwing at the Axeaholics Hatchet House.
“Odessa is a place that exemplifies West Texas hospitality
and friendliness,” said Monica Tschauner, director of Discover
Odessa. “Groups will meet some of the kindest people here. We
have attractions that will blow groups away, down to a replica
of Stonehenge. We encourage everyone to experience Odessa
and all it has to offer.”
Discover Odessa
432-333-7871
discoverodessa.org

EXPLORE

Test the group’s
presidential trivia knowledge
at the Presidential Archives
& Leadership Library. The
“Hall of Presidents” exhibit
traces the stories of the
American presidency. View
the world’s largest collection
of campaign buttons, ribbons,
posters and literature, as well
as four exclusive collections
full of presidential artifacts
and memorabilia.
Presidential Archives
& Leadership Library
432-550-9696
shepperdinstitute.com

EAT

PLAY

SHOP

The Legendary Barn
Door Steakhouse is unlike
any other; this rustic dining
experience is housed in a
historic repurposed train
depot that dates to 1893. The
Barn Door has been serving
up hearty dishes since 1963
and continues to amaze
groups with its hospitable
environment and flare of fun
western style.

The thrill of wheel to wheel
racing is available for groups
at Rimrock Raceway, a
motor raceway housing
industry-leading rental gokarts that reach 60 mph. Test
the group’s daring side and
take a ride for an adrenalinefilled adventure. Packages
include the choice of racing
multiple tracks and options
for catering as well.

Chimney Rock
Shopping Center has
something for everyone’s
style. Shop Marshalls, Ulta
Beauty and Best Buy, then
take a break at one of the
numerous local eateries.
From home goods, crafting
tools and wardrobe needs,
groups can find it all at
the 290,600-square-foot
shopping space.

The Legendary Barn
Door Steakhouse
432-337-4142
odessabarndoor.com

Rimrock Raceway
432-999-6066
rimrockkarting.com

Chimney Rock
Shopping Center
210-280-4068
shopcore.propertycapsule.
com/properties/
chimneyrock

Clockwise from top: iStock, Discover Odessa (4)
grouptourmagazine.com
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IRVING
Irving cityscape

The Pavilion
at Toyota Music
Factory

Mustangs of Las Colinas

Bustling North Texas destination moves to its own groove
By Elly DeVries
Its location in the heart of DallasFort Worth and proximity to DFW airport make the city of Irving, Texas, easy
to get to. But its charm and abundant
offerings for groups make it hard to
leave behind. The dynamic and diverse
destination welcomes more than 3 million visitors every year.
“In Irving, you could spend the
night tapping your toes to the tunes of
a world-renowned musician at one of
the best amphitheaters in Texas; ride
on a gondola like the kind you’d see in
Italy; or indulge in cuisine from around
the globe,” said Lori Sirmen, communications manager at Visit Irving.
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The ultimate
urban center
A major component of Irving is Las
Colinas, a more than 12,000-acre, master-planned urban center located within
the city limits. The community blends
peaceful residential areas with soaring
towers; 56 tranquil lakes juxtapose with
fine dining and entertainment venues.
“Irving started out not unlike most
suburbs around the U.S., but the Las
Colinas development turned Irving into
an ‘urban suburban’ destination of its
own,” said Maura Allen Gast, FCDME,

executive director at Visit Irving. “Its
business center — home to big names
such as ExxonMobil, Kimberly Clark
and Verizon, among many others —
helped put Irving on a map of its own.
“The standards for architectural
design in this particular area have allowed the community to stand the test
of time,” Gast said. “Its granite curbs
and intentional limited sign ‘pollution’
have allowed this area to grow gracefully. The city has managed to meld
its postwar suburban boom with its
founding history and its contemporary
business future into a truly diverse and
welcoming community.”
Visit Irving

A slice of Venice
At the core of Las Colinas, groups
will find 125-acre Lake Carolyn, which
is a great starting point to explore the
Mandalay Canals. Inspired by the canals
of Venice, the Mandalay Canals wind
through restaurants, shops and office
buildings, offering visitors scenic views
of waterfalls, vine-covered bridges and
Old World charm.
“Gondola Adventures offers gondola
cruises along the Mandalay Canals, so
you don’t have to go to the northeastern
coast of Italy to cross this experience off
your bucket list,” Sirmen said. “Visitors
can select from a number of gondola
tour packages, including a sunset cocktail cruise. All of the cruise packages
include entertainment ranging from
guitar music to an Italian serenade from
their talented gondoliers.”
New along the waterfront is Water
Street, a mixed-use development that
features almost 60,000 square feet of
cafes, wine bars and retail destinations
paired with housing. The development
includes a park and pathways with access to the lake.

Music-minded
Music lovers rejoice in Irving, as it’s
home to a variety of musical venues.
“Visitors can see famous performers
from every genre at the Pavilion at the
Toyota Music Factory and enjoy regional
acts, as well as up-and-comers at venues
all over the city,” Sirmen said.
Toyota Music Factory, located in Las
Colinas, is an entertainment experience
featuring 15 restaurants; a cinema; and
The Pavilion at Toyota Music Factory,
a convertible, state-of-the-art amphitheater. Toyota Music Factory satisfies
all music tastes, with a lineup including everything from national and local
favorites to new classics.

“Heritage House was built in 1912
and is one of Irving’s oldest homes,” Sirmen said. “Nearby Heritage Park features
a historic train depot. For more history,
visitors can head to Centennial Park
where they can admire a space dedicated
to Irving’s first 100 years of existence.”
Heritage District dining options
include traditional institutions like Big
State Fountain Grill and Joe’s Coffee
Shop. Or, groups can try a more eclectic
eatery like Sapp Sapp, Villa’s, Di Rosani’s
and La Surenita.
Beyond the Heritage District, Sirmen
recommends groups tour Ruth Paine
House Museum.
“The museum tells a little-known
side story to the assassination of
President Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22,
1963,” she said.

Must-see
mustangs
While in Irving, groups can’t miss
the Mustangs of Las Colinas, one of the
world’s largest equestrian sculptures. African wildlife artist Robert Glen created
the sculpture of nine bronze mustangs
galloping across a granite prairie stream.
The sculpture was installed in 1984 as
the centerpiece of Williams Square Plaza
in Las Colinas.
“The Mustangs of Las Colinas provide
one heck of a photo op,” Sirmen said.
The adjacent Mustangs of Las Colinas
Museum is currently closed for renovations but will reopen later this year.
The sculpture was created to capture
the free spirit embodied in the heritage
of Texas. Since its installation, Mustangs
of Las Colinas has become a top attraction in North Texas. n
Visit Irving
972-252-7476
irvingtexas.com

Irving’s
historic side
Irving’s Heritage District encompasses a historic Main Street, museums and
important landmarks.
Visit Irving

Gondola Adventures

texas

Holograms bring the Wild West to life at Frontier Texas
Historical figures and stories of the
American West come to life at Frontier
Texas, a history museum located in
downtown Abilene.
Groups will experience the Old West
unlike anywhere else as hologram “Spirit
Guides” share their stories firsthand
throughout the 14,000-square-foot,
Smithsonian-style museum.
“There are a lot of attractions
throughout Texas related to the Old
West, but none compare to the true
storytelling Frontier Texas focuses on,”
said Jeff Salmon, executive director at
Frontier Texas. “We fulfill a promise of
showing people the true stories of the
Wild West while mixing the experience with what visitors expect from pop
culture.”
Frontier Texas’ hologram characters share a collection of first-person
narratives that detail their experiences

THIS IS WHAT
TEXAS
LOOKS LIKE...

on the frontier between the years of
1780–1880. The characters’ vignettes
provide a life-like experience for groups
as they interact with historical figures of
the past. The walking tour makes its way
through nine sections of the museum’s
permanent exhibit: “Blood & Treasure
on the Frontier.”
The tour begins with a 20-minute feature that plays on six different
screens, providing a 360-degree experience that sets the scene for the characters, stories and untold history groups
will interact with on their journey.
“Groups will learn stories about real
indigenous people of the Plains, what life

HISTORICAL TOURS
CATTLE DRIVES
SHOPPING,
DINING & MORE!

fortworthstockyards.com
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was like for settlers as they moved west,
the boom of the buffalo industry and even
firsthand experiences of soldiers throughout the region,” Salmon said. “People who
share their experience with us say our
museum is emotional for them because
our characters look you in the eye and tell
you their own, personal story.”
Groups can opt for self-guided or
docent-led tours and must call at least
two weeks in advance to schedule their
visit. n
Frontier Texas
325-437-2800
frontiertexas.com
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Washington
Lynnwood

Located just 16 miles north of Seattle and minutes from
Puget Sound, Lynnwood is the ideal gateway to everything the
Pacific Northwest has to offer.
“Lynnwood offers visitors beautiful city parks, public art, a
historic Heritage Park, hiking trails, an aquatic center, golfing
and an extensive selection of dining options,” said Christy
Murray, project and tourism manager at Visit Lynnwood.
Hike a mountain trail, float down a river or dine on authentic
cuisine. With outdoor recreation, wine tastings, casinos and
more, Lynnwood is a thrilling destination for groups and a great
place to start a trip.
Visit Lynnwood
425-670-5040
lynnwoodtourism.com

SHOP

Alderwood Mall is a
unique 1.3-million-squarefoot shopping center
with a stellar collection of
retail, entertainment and
dining options. Visitors are
welcomed to Alderwood by
a large exterior fireplace in
a garden-like environment.
Groups can find everything
under one roof, making
Alderwood the go-to retail
destination for locals and
visitors alike.
Alderwood Mall
425-771-1121
alderwoodmall.com

Visit Lynnwood
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HIKE

A great hike for all
seasons, Lund’s Gulch Trail
provides scenic views of
Brown’s Bay, Puget Sound
and the Olympic Mountains.
Explore a lushly forested
ravine with a babbling creek,
home to many species of
salmon and trout. Then, take
the trail down to the shores of
the Pacific Ocean and enjoy
a picnic on the beach.
Washington Trails
Association
206-625-1367
wta.org

SIP

Temple Distilling
Company specializes in
quality, small batch spirits
and excels at crafting
memorable liquor that will
entice every guest. Known for
its gin, the distillery welcomes
groups into the tasting room
to try its award-winning gin
varieties, including a classic
London Dry, a Navy Strength,
a gin-based limoncello and
a number of barrel-aged
variations.
Temple Distilling Company
425-678-8620
templedistilling.com

SEE

The Lynnwood
Convention Center is a
premier event facility featuring
cutting-edge technology,
innovative cuisine and
personalized service. With
34,000 square-feet of flexible
meeting space and a rotating
art exhibit open to the public
year-round, the Lynnwood
Convection Center is the
perfect destination for a large
event or group celebration.
Lynnwood Convention
Center
425-778-7155
lynnwoodcc.com

washington

Take a tour on the wild side
at Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
It’s not just a walk in the forest; it’s
an adventure in nature at the Northwest
Trek Wildlife Park in Eatonville.
Native animals and natural ecosystems across the Pacific Northwest call this
720-acre park “home” — from exotic animals like the snowy owl, cougar, bobcat,
and lynx, to the more common grizzly
and black bear, skunk and red fox.
“Groups love not only what we are,
but where we are,” said Joy Tevis, group
sales coordinator at the Northwest Trek
Wildlife Park. “Located 1½ hours away
from Seattle and right on the way to
Mount Rainier, our intimate park gives
visitors a chance to see animals up close
and with insights from our naturalists.”
Groups can choose between two
tours: The self-guided walking tour (one
hour) spanning five-miles of paved trails
or a naturalist-narrated tram ride (45
minutes).
The tram tour — the park’s highlight
experience — journeys 5-miles through
the 435-acre Free-Roaming Area. In this
mix of meadows, native forest and wetland area, free-roaming moose, mountain
goats, Roosevelt elk, American bison, and
bighorn sheep graze on grassy hilltops
and freshen up on the lake’s edge in their
own, personal paradise.
“Our guided tram tour, narrated by
our team of talented and exceptional

park naturalists, is really what sets our
park apart,” Tevis said.
An accreditation from the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA)
drives the park’s commitment to animal
welfare, sustainability and best practice
in research. The Northwest Trek Wildlife
Park’s mission is conservation, education and recreation-forward — providing an opportunity for groups and
visitors of all ages to experience native
Northwest wildlife firsthand.
Groups should reserve their tours at
least two weeks in advance. The Northwest Trek Wildlife Park is Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant,
sensory inclusive, and caters to groups
of all sizes and backgrounds. n

EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY

Northwest Trek Wildlife Park

Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
360-832-6117
nwtrek.org

Stay here, Play here, Shop here

Just 16 Miles North of Seattle and
Minutes from Beaches, Mountains, Wine
Tasting, Casinos and More
• Legendary Shopping at Alderwood Mall
• Lodging 40% less than Seattle
• A beautiful municipal
Golf Course
• Free Parking

www.columbiagorge.org
990 SW Rock Creek Dr. Stevenson, WA
Printing Sponsored By: City of Stevenson &
Skamania County Lodge Taxes

LynnwoodTourism.com

Or Call (800) 662-2044

grouptourmagazine.com
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Wyoming
Cheyenne

Cheyenne is an authentic Western town full of history, yet
holds a modern appeal. The city’s downtown is undergoing
a renaissance with several new restaurants, a distillery and a
brewery that have all opened within the past year.
“Groups that want to learn about the history of the West
will find Cheyenne to be the perfect accessible spot,” said Jim
Walter, director of sales and marketing for Visit Cheyenne. “Five
museums tell different stories about our history, and we have
group-friendly hotels, restaurants and attractions that make
Cheyenne a must-stop on any Western itinerary.”
Walter said groups should experience the newly restored
Wyoming State Capitol Building. This historic landmark is where
the law guaranteeing women the right to vote, as well as to hold
public office in Wyoming, was signed in 1869.
Visit Cheyenne
800-426-5009
cheyenne.org

RIDE

Climb aboard a train at
Terry Bison Ranch and ride
to the middle of a bison herd.
Don’t forget cameras; the
group also will see animals
like ostriches and camels.
Or, the group can saddle up
for an authentic Wyoming
horseback ride. Gentle
horses for first-time riders
are available. Ask about
Senator’s Steakhouse and
Brass Buffalo Saloon.
Terry Bison Ranch
307-634-4171
terrybisonranch.com

DISCOVER

The Cheyenne Frontier
Days Old West Museum
features some of the most
intriguing western artifacts in
the region, including one of
the most extensive carriage
collections west of the
Mississippi. Groups journey
through the great adventure
of the “World’s Largest
Outdoor Rodeo and Western
Celebration.”
The Cheyenne Frontier
Days Old West Museum
307-778-7202
cfdrodeo.com/cfd-oldwest-museum

LEARN

The first floor of the Union
Pacific building houses the
Cheyenne Depot Museum.
The museum tells the story
of Cheyenne’s beginnings
during the creation of the
Transcontinental Railroad,
the Union Pacific Depot and
the railroad it is named after.
Groups will leave infused with
a deeper understanding of
those who built and traveled
transcontinental rails.

Wyoming State Museum/
Historic Governor’s
Mansion
307-777-7022
wyomuseum.state.wy.us

Cheyenne Depot Museum
307-632-3905
cheyennedepot
museum.org

Clockwise from top: iStock, David Brossard, Creative Commons, The Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West Museum, Visit Cheyenne
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EXPLORE

The Wyoming State
Museum preserves and
interprets artifacts that reflect
the human and natural history
of Wyoming and the Rocky
Mountain West. Permanent
galleries focus on the
National Park Service, Native
American artifacts, common
wildlife, natural resources,
dinosaurs and the reasons
why people are drawn to the
state.

wyoming

Celebrate 150 years of women’s suffrage in Laramie
On September 6, 1870, Louisa Gardner Swain became the first woman in
the world to cast a ballot after Wyoming
granted universal suffrage.
At the Wyoming House for Historic
Women — just one block from where
Swain cast her ballot— groups can see
a life-size statue of Swain in front of the
building. The museum houses multiple
exhibits on Swain and 12 other Wyoming women who fought tirelessly for
gender equality.
The house is central to Wyoming
history, especially amidst the 150-year
celebration of women’s suffrage in the
state. In 1869, the Wyoming Suffrage
Act was passed — the first of its kind
anywhere in the world.
Learn about Martha Symon Boies,
the nation’s first female bailiff, and Nellie
Taylor Ross, the first woman elected
governor in the United States.

The Wyoming House for Historic
Women is open for tours from June
through September and by appointment
from October through December. n

Wyoming House for Historic Women
307-760-7771
thelouisaswainfoundation.com

Cultivating a rich educational
space for the diverse, international
community served by, and rooted
in, the American western legacy of
Cheyenne Frontier Days.
4610 Carey Ave,
Cheyenne, WY 82001

(307) 778-7290

Open All Year,
9am - 5pm Daily
Extended Hours for
Cheyenne Frontier DaysTM:
July 17-25, 2019: 8am - 6pm

oldwestmuseum.org

Wyoming State Capitol
restoration project
completed in
2019!

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ – July 17-26, 2020
Cheyenne Botanic Gardens Grand Conservatory
Wyoming State Museum and State Capitol
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Old West Museum
Historic Cheyenne Depot and Museum
Western Shopping Galore
Terry Bison Ranch
Big Boy Steam Engine

At the intersection of I-80 and I-25 | 800-426-5009 | CHEYENNE.ORG
grouptourmagazine.com
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LISBON
Art & adventure mingle in Portugal’s capital
By Erica Zazo
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undreds of thousands of mosaic stones,
perfectly aligned into elegant blackand-white designs, carpet Lisbon’s
steep streets. Our group navigated
the narrow alleyways as mopeds and
streetcars skirted by, just barely grazing
our shoulders. Elegant royal blue and
white tiles decorated the apartments and
storefronts, turning them into four-story masterpieces. With pastry
displays taunting us through the dozens of bakery windows we
passed by, it took every ounce of willpower I had to avoid disappearing into one of the shops for a sweet treat and bitter espresso.
As we approached Praça do Comércio, the first destination on
our guided walking tour, I gazed up to the steel and marble statue
towering 100-feet overhead in the center of the plaza — picturing
for a moment what life might’ve been like here more than 600 years
ago. Suddenly, I heard our tour guide, his thick Portuguese accent
echoing behind me, “Bem vindo a Lisboa! Welcome to Lisbon!”

More than likely, groups visiting Lisbon won’t have to deal
with rain, as the sun shines the majority of the year. This wasn’t
the case though on our first full day touring the city. Jackets
on and umbrellas in hand, we left our hotel to explore the city
streets, passing by locals and tourists along the way piled under
awnings to stay out of the rain.
At Jardim de São Pedro de Alcântara, a garden plaza located in
the bustling neighborhood of Barrio Alto, we took in a panoramic view of Castelo de São Jorge (St. George’s Castle), the Ponte 25
de Abril (April 25th Bridge), and the Tagus River. Red-tile roofs
spread across Lisbon’s tallest hill ahead popped against the light
blue, yellow and pink pastel buildings they covered.
Reluctant to slip down the slick and steep street to our next
destination — a local tile shop — we opted for a ride down in one
of the iconic electric trolleys found throughout the city. Inside the
shop, beautiful tiles decorated with flowers, ornate designs and
eccentric patterns covered every inch of wall space.
We ended our tour in the Alfama District, Lisbon’s oldest
neighborhood. Its maze of winding cobbled streets adorned with
souvenir shops, authentic Portuguese restaurants and cozy cafes
kept us busy for hours — up until our final stop: Ginja d’Alfama.
Inside the tiny bar, no bigger than 10-feet-wide with a single bartop inside, we clinked our mini, mug-shaped shot glasses as we
sipped down ginja, Portugal’s popular sour cherry liqueur.
Praça do Comércio

Top to bottom, left to right: Photos:
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With the streets of Lisbon as steep as they
are, it might surprise some visitors that there
are great options for biking excursions in and
around town. One of the most popular routes,
a day trip to the nearby city of Belém, is a
great way to see a different side of Lisbon.
After picking up our bikes from Bikeiberia
for the self-guided tour, we hit the bike trail for
our one-hour, 10-mile round trip to Belém.
Clearly marked bike lanes and painted white
biker icons along the waterfront path guided
our trip. Passing alongside boat-lined docks,
under the Ponte 25 de Abril bridge, and past
the Museu de Arte, Arquitetura e Tecnologia
(Museum of Art, Architecture and Technology),
our 30-minute, one-way ride quickly became
two hours as we pit-stopped along the way.
In Belém, groups can have their pick of
touring historic monuments and museums;
shopping, lunch and dinner at downtown
restaurants; or snacking on Portugal’s most
popular pastry: the pastéis de nata. One of the
most popular bakeries to eat these two-bite-size
custard tarts is right in the middle of town at
Pastéis de Belém. Inside, workers in blue aprons,
short-sleeved white button shirts, and bakers’
caps stir giant pots of bubbling custard, sift powdered sugar and serve up the warm tarts right
from the oven.

Waterfront path to Belem, passing Museu de Arte,
Arquitetura e Tecnologia

Erica Zazo
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There’s nothing like the view of Lisbon from across the Tagus River at Cacilhas. And at sunset,
our group found the scenery even more stunning. Departing on the public ferry from the Cais do
Sodré terminal, the 10-minute ferry ride offered unobstructed views of the bright red Ponte 25 de
Abril bridge, a Golden Gate-style suspension bridge connecting the cities of Lisbon to Almada.
We also took in the views of the enormous Santuário Nacional de Cristo Rei (National Sanctuary of Christ the King) monument towering high above Cacilhas, as we cruised across the calm
waters. The 361-foot statue, arms spread wide, was inspired by the Christ the Redeemer statue of
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil and has become one of the most iconic monuments in the region.
Stepping off the ferry, we started our walk throughout the small port town. The eclectic sounds
of Fado music poured out of local shops, bars, and restaurants, and the smells of steamed seafood
spread thanks to the breeze. After dinner, we made our way to the edge of the river to catch the last
of the day’s light — watching the sun cast its glow on Lisbon before dipping below the horizon. n
Visit Lisboa
Turismo de Lisboa Visitors & Convention Bureau
visitlisboa.com

A traditional ferry boat crossing
the Tagus River

grouptourmagazine.com
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North
CAROLINA
GROUP TOUR NORTH CAROLINA 2020

DIVE INTO
THE PAST
NORTH CAROLINA’S
HISTORIC SITES TELL
POWERFUL STORIES

Tryon Palace
VisitNC.com

GROUP TOUR INSPIRATION FROM THE MOUNTAINS, PIEDMONT
A N D C O A S T, I N C L U D I N G 5 I T I N E R A R Y P L A N N E R S
grouptourmagazine.com

3

EXPERIENCE TIMELESS INSPIRATION
Inspire your groups with a visit to Biltmore, featuring America’s Largest Home®, surrounded
by 8,000 acres of Blue Ridge Mountain beauty. From our elegant Winery to shopping
and dining options, there’s so much to explore. Come for the day and stay for the night at The Inn
on Biltmore Estate®, our luxurious four-star property, or Village Hotel on Biltmore Estate®,
a more casual way to experience Biltmore.

866-851-4661
groupsales@biltmore.com
©2020 The Biltmore Company

Asheville, North Carolina

Dive into
the past

North Carolina’s historic sites tell powerful stories

Bennett Place, Durham

D

ozens of historic sites
throughout North Carolina help
tell the collective story of the
people and places of the past. Groups
have ample opportunity to immerse in
the state’s historic narrative to help them
understand the world today.
“Visitors can expect to interact with
landscapes, artifacts and buildings that
bore witness to incredible moments,”
said Michelle Lanier, director of N.C.
Division of State Historic Sites. “You can
really get the depth and breadth of the
story of the country in North Carolina.”
North Carolina Historic Sites is
a program of 27 notable locations
stretching from the coast to the
mountains, that tell stories ranging from
Native American settlement to the state’s
role in WWII. Sites span from 13,000
years old all the way to the 20th century.
Lanier hopes visitors can see as
many sites as possible while in North
Carolina.
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VisitNC.com

“Each site is truly a star and
it’s best to see them together as a
constellation,” she said. “Our ideal
reality is for visitors to visit not only as
many sites as possible, but to visit the
same sites in different seasons to get a
true understanding of North Carolina.”
North Carolina Historic Sites
focuses on sharing history from a variety
of perspectives. Historic themes and
topics found throughout the sites include
Native American life, colonial America,
Civil War battlefields, the discovery of
Bright Leaf Tobacco, the Underground
Railroad, African American music, the
first flight, and transportation and military
heritage, among others.
“All of us have the opportunity to
lean in and bear witness to the past,
Lanier said. “Our sites offer a powerful
experience that should be shared.” n
North Carolina Historic Sites
historicsites.nc.gov

Town Creek Indian Mound, Mt. Gilead

Sample the sites
Add these North Carolina Historic Sites to
upcoming itineraries. For the full list of sites, visit
historicsites.nc.gov.

North Carolina
Transportation Museum
Spencer
Explore four exhibit buildings that
represent the remaining structures
of Southern Railroad’s largest
stream locomotive repair facility
on the East Coast. The museum
includes aviation and automobile
exhibits, as well as steam and
diesel locomotives and rail cars.
Train rides also are available.

North Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer

Charlotte Hawkins
Brown Museum
Gibsonville
The Palmer Memorial Institute was
founded by Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown
in 1902 as a place for boys and girls to
live and learn in the 20th century. The
museum links Dr. Brown and the institute
to the larger themes of African American
history, women’s history, social history,
and education, emphasizing African
Americans’ contributions in North
Carolina. Guided tours are available.

North Carolina State Capitol, Raleigh

North Carolina State Capitol
Raleigh
Groups can tour the National
Historic Landmark building to learn
about state government, citizenship,
and the history of North Carolina
and its capital city. The North
Carolina State Capitol has been
active since it opened in 1840.
Tours of the Greek-revival style
building can be arranged through
Capital Area Visitor Services.

North Carolina State Capitol, Raleigh

Fort Dobbs State Historic Site
Statesville

Reenactment, Fort Dobbs State
Historic Site, Statesville

Clockwise from top: Bill Russ/VisitNC.com, VisitNC.com (2), iStock

Fort Dobbs is the only state historic site
associated with the period in history
known as the French and Indian War.
Groups can view the original site of
Fort Dobbs, browse exhibits in the
Visitor Center and walk along the
nature trail.
grouptourmagazine.com
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Mountains
Grandfather Vineyard
Banner Elk

Biltmore
Asheville

Situated near Grandfather Mountain with
the Watauga River flowing through the
property, Grandfather Vineyard is the
perfect place to relax with a glass of
wine in hand. The vineyard is comprised
of 5 acres of grape vines, hosting 10
to 12 different varietals. Choose from
one of four tasting options in the Tasting
Room, then stop by the Eleven80 Eatery
food truck located on the property to try
eclectic American cuisine.
828-963-2400
grandfathervineyard.com

As America’s largest home, Biltmore
shares an impressive history in North
Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains.
George Vanderbilt’s Biltmore House
and gardens were completed in 1895,
boasting 250 rooms and over 178,000
square feet of space, all sitting on
8,000 acres. Almost all of the objects
in the home are from George and Edith
Vanderbilt’s original collection. Groups
can explore the historic home and
gardens on a guided tour, or even an
exclusive behind-the-scenes tour.
800-411-3812 • biltmore.com

Tweetsie Railroad
Blowing Rock
Find an activity for everyone’s speed at Tweetsie Railroad. The theme park has thrill
rides — like the Tweetsie Twister — and peaceful excursions, including a carousel
and Ferris wheel. Take a ride through the mountains on one of Tweetsie’s narrowgauge steam locomotives or see the Tweetsie Railroad Can-Can Dancers at a live
entertainment venue on location.
800-526-5740 • tweetsie.com

Elevated Mountain Distilling Co.
Maggie Valley
Perfect for groups wanting to learn
about the history of moonshine in
Maggie Valley, Elevated Mountain
Distilling Co. is a modern distillery that
echoes Smoky Mountain traditions.
Elevate the experience by tasting
some of the finest craft spirits made
with the purest water found right there
in Haywood County. The Peach Pie
Moonshine is a must-taste.
828-944-0766 • elevatedmountain.com
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Mountains

Endless River Adventures
Bryson City
Combining outdoor excursions, kayaking,
rafting and fly fishing, Endless River
Adventures provides thrilling trips for
groups on either the Nantahala, Ocoee,
Cheoah or Chattooga rivers. Choose
from a variety of whitewater rafting
classes or take a workshop to improve
the group’s kayaking skills. Endless River
Adventures staff can help groups create
an itinerary, including lodging and dining
recommendations.
800-224-7238
endlessriveradventures.com

Creative Mountain Food Tours
Black Mountain
Catering to foodies and history lovers alike, Creative Mountain Food Tours offers a variety
of tours set to please every palate. On a two- to three-hour guided walking tour, groups
will visit at least five local eateries and chat with chefs, owners and staff members. Take
the Ultimate Foodie Tour, Pub and Grub Crawl or the Dessert Tour. Groups also have the
option to help create a custom tour.
828-357-7089 • creativemountainfoodtours.com

Endless River Adventures

• 800-334-9036

grouptourmagazine.com
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At a glance

Cleveland County
Slow down and enjoy exceptional music,
Southern cuisine and historical gems.

“
Earl Scruggs Center, Shelby

SAVOR

With ingredients sourced from all over
North Carolina, Newgrass Brewing
Co. in Shelby delivers artisan-crafted
beers and exceptional dishes in a fresh
environment. Experience great music
at the brewery’s live music venue
and explore the outdoor beer garden.
Groups can visit the tasting room —
once Hudson’s Department Store — to
try delicious beers on tap and view
beautifully repurposed wood.
704-937-1280 • newgrassbrewing.com

EXPLORE

See beautiful and historic architecture
on one of the Historic District Walking
Tours in Shelby. Visit sites dating back to
the 19th century, like the Hotel Charles/
Bank Building and the Webbley House.
The Historic District also houses the City
Park Carrousel, constructed in 1919.
The carrousel features 29 original horses
restored for use and a working authentic
Carrousel Band Organ.

SEE

Born in Cleveland County, Earl Scruggs
popularized a three-finger banjo
picking style now known as “Scruggs
style.” Today, the Earl Scruggs Center
in Shelby highlights the bluegrass
legend through permanent and rotating
exhibits. Groups can also enjoy live
bluegrass music and local barbeque in
the Great Hall of the center.
704-487-6233 • earlscruggscenter.org

Emily Epley
Director
Cleveland County
Travel and Tourism

One of my favorite things about
having groups here is hearing
how excited they are about the
discoveries they made while
visiting! Cleveland County truly is
an undiscovered gem. Located
between Charlotte and Asheville
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains, our rich musical
and cultural heritage, unique
architecture, award-winning
attractions and restaurants make
this a great destination for a few
hours or a few days. In addition to
wonderful attractions, when you
visit, you immediately know you
are a welcome guest!

”

VISIT

Located in Kings Mountain, the Southern
Arts Society was founded in 1984 by
local artists wanting to provide public
training in the visual arts. Groups can
view rotating exhibits showcasing
everything from oil to photography
and jewelry to pottery. Take one of the
educational programs, including the
Colored Pencil Group or the Shutterlight
Photo Group.
704-739-5585 • southernartssociety.org

704-484-4804 • tourclevelandcounty.com
Newgrass Brewing Co., Shelby

Cleveland County Travel and Tourism • 704-484-4804 • tourclevelandcounty.com
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Mountains
Blue Ridge Music Trails
Blue Ridge Mountains
Groups can find centers featuring
music traditions that have heavily
influenced the Blue Ridge Mountain
region. Experience authentic bluegrass,
country, square dancing, and Cherokee
music and dance in 29 counties across
Western North Carolina. Visit the Blue
Ridge Music Trails website to view an
interactive map and calendar, providing
upcoming events and various trail
options.
828-298-5330, ext. 3030
blueridgemusicnc.com

Turchin Center
for the Visual Arts
Boone
The Turchin Center for the Visual Arts at
Appalachian State University promotes
interaction with the arts through its
dynamic and gripping exhibitions.
Groups can awe at two and threedimensional art, including a large
outdoor sculpture. The collection’s
inventory — beginning in 1975 —
currently hosts over 1,700 objects.
828-262-3017 • tcva.appstate.edu

Canopy Ridge Farm Outdoor
Adventure Park
Lake Lure
Family owned and -operated, Canopy
Ridge Farm Outdoor Adventure Park
boasts the beauty of North Carolina flora
and fauna all in a 60-acre space. Groups
can fly through the forest canopies on
one of six zip lines, or drive across hills,
logs and roots on a UTV.
828-625-4500 • canopyridgefarm.com

Blue Ridge Hiking Company
Asheville
Founded in 2008 by National Geographic
Adventurer of the Year Jennifer Pharr
Davis, Blue Ridge Hiking Company
helps everyone — especially women
— find joy and empowerment in time
spent outdoors on trails. The company
offers day and overnight hikes and
backbacking trips, as well as customized
itineraries for the Asheville Area.
828-713-5451 • blueridgehikingco.com
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Piedmont

Billy Graham Library
Charlotte

Old Salem Museums & Gardens
Winston-Salem

Discover the life and legacy of America’s
pastor, Billy Graham, at the library
bearing his name, located just miles
from where he grew up. Groups retrace
the evangelist’s journey through films,
photos, memorabilia and exhibits. Other
highlights include the Graham Family
Homeplace, Graham’s personal book
collection, The Graham Brothers Dairy
Bar, a prayer garden and a gift shop.
704-401-3270
billygrahamlibrary.org

One of America’s most authentic colonial
sites, Old Salem Museums & Gardens
preserves the 1766 Moravian settlement
with more than 100 restored buildings
and costumed interpreters. Groups
can enjoy themed tours, including the
story of Hidden Town (African-American
heritage), historic architecture, hands-on
hearth cooking, or Moravian gardening
techniques and seed-saving methods.
800-441-5305 • oldsalem.org

From top: iStock, VisitNC.com (2)

grouptourmagazine.com
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At a glance

Cabarrus County
Visit the place where racing lives.
Donna Carpenter
President & CEO
Cabarrus County Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Southern Grace Distilleries, Mount Pleasant

SIP

Built in 1929, Southern Grace Distilleries
sits in a storied location that is now home
to America’s first distillery inside a former
prison. Take a Behind Bars Tour to learn
about the site’s history, see the distilling
process in action and tour the barrel
house. End the experience in the former
mess hall, which now serves as the gift
shop, and sample some award-winning
spirits.
704-622-6413
southerngracedistilleries.com

SHOP

Concord Mills is North Carolina’s largest
outlet and value retail shopping attraction
with more than 200 stores, plus great
dining and entertainment options under
one roof, including Polo Ralph Lauren
Factory Store, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, LEGO, SEA LIFE Aquarium,
Kate Spade New York, Michael Kors
Outlet and more. With recent interior
renovations complete, Concord Mills now
features several new stores, a refreshed
dining pavilion and added amenities.

RACE

Charlotte Motor Speedway is a
legendary speedway hosting everything
from NASCAR races and classic
car shows to the largest holiday
lights extravaganza in the Southeast.
During the holidays, America’s Home
for Racing transforms into a winter
wonderland for Speedway Christmas,
a tradition featuring 4 million lights, a
Christmas Village and drive-in movies.
800-455-3267
charlottemotorspeedway.com

“

Tour America’s first distillery
located inside a former prison.
Be dazzled by 4 million holiday
lights inside a legendary
speedway. Explore 88,000
square feet of treasure under one
roof, and score deals at North
Carolina’s largest outlet and
value retail shopping center. We
can’t wait to welcome your crew
to Cabarrus County!

”

BROWSE

As the largest antique mall in the South,
The Depot at Gibson Mill boasts over
750 unique booths and endless aisles of
one-of-a-kind finds. It’s also home to The
Fabric Center, which means groups can
easily fill an entire day browsing. Enjoy
ample parking for motorcoaches and
refuel on-site at Ellie’s Diner. Along with
antiquing, shoppers will discover local
boutiques and independent restaurants
in nearby historic downtown Concord.
704-787-9351 • depotgibsonmill.com

704-979-5000
simon.com/mall/concord-mills
The Depot at Gibson Mill, Concord

Cabarrus County Convention & Visitors Bureau • 704-782-4340 • visitcabarrus.com
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Alamance

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING
DIFFERENT FOR YOUR NEXT
GROUP GETAWAY?
Set your sights on Alamance County.
From history buffs who love to retrace
events of the past to thrill seekers
who want to navigate the Haw River,
there’s something to excite everyone.
Marvel at the art deco beauty of the
Paramount Theater. Shop ‘til you drop
at our outlet stores, shopping centers
and local boutiques. Tee up at one of
our beautiful golf courses. Whether
you’re planning a day trip, a weekend
excursion or a longer vacation, you’ll
find small surprises throughout
Alamance County. Best of all, we’ll do
the leg work for you. Tell us what you’re
looking for and we’ll help you plan the
perfect outing. It’s personal service you
won’t get in bigger cities.

Told you we’re full of surprises.

grouptourmagazine.com
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Piedmont

Richard Childress Racing Museum
Lexington
The Richard Childress Racing Museum takes guests through a journey that includes
team owner Richard Childress’ earliest days as a NASCAR driver, the championshipwinning years with Dale Earnhardt and the No. 3 team, the evolution and success of
the team after Earnhardt’s untimely passing, and Childress’ passion for the outdoors.
The museum hosts the largest collection of No. 3 Goodwrench Chevrolets, including
the 1998 Daytona 500-winning car.
336-731-3389 • rcrracing.com/rcr-museum

Your
Heart’s
Adventure
Awaits!
HONC Logo Version 1 • ©2019 Manor House Graphics

Airborne & Special Operations Museum
Fayetteville
For Group Tour Info Contact
Amber Scarlett, Director of Tourism
800-626-2672

amber.scarlett@heartofnorthcarolina.com

HeartofNorthCarolina.com

104 February 2020

One of the country’s most prestigious military museums, the Airborne & Special
Operations Museum features hundreds of rare and significant artifacts, life-size
dioramas, audio and visual displays, and a motion simulator. The museum honors
and preserves the legendary feats of the airborne and special operations troops.
910-643-2787 • asomf.org
From top: Richard Childress Racing Museum, Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

Tour North Carolina’s Newest Distillery
Take your group “behind the barrel” at Weldon Mills
Distillery and learn about the distilling process. Enjoy
new and creative spirits just oﬀ I-95 on the banks of the
Roanoke River including bourbon produced with
North Carolina grown ingredients and America’s rst
rhubarb gin.

Photo Credit: Richard Holm of The Daily Herald

www.visithalifax.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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At a glance

Heart of North Carolina
Adventure awaits in North Carolina’s Piedmont.

SEE

One of the largest attractions in the state,
the North Carolina Zoo delivers fun for
all groups. Considered an international
leader in animal conservation, the
zoo offers guests an unforgettable
experience with exciting animal
encounters and enchanting outdoor art.
This is the world’s largest natural habitat
wildlife park with 1,600 animals along
a 5-mile walking trail, hiking trails and
ropes courses. North American and
African animals call the North Carolina
Zoo home, with animals from Australia
and Asia coming soon.
800-488-0444 • nczoo.org

DO

Seagrove is home to the nation’s largest

community of working potters known
worldwide. More than a mere collection
of shops and galleries, Seagrove offers
visitors an unprecedented experience to
tour and meet more than 100 working
potters in their studios. Pottery studios dot
the rural highways, tucked among barns,
cattle fields and country gas stations.
discoverseagrove.com

Amber Scarlett
Director of Tourism
Heart of North Carolina
Visitors Bureau

TOUR

The first family of NASCAR — the Pettys
— have won 10 NASCAR championships
and more than 250 races. At Petty Family
Attractions, explore the career of the
King of NASCAR himself, Richard Petty,
and success stories of this racing family
including Lee, Kyle and Adam Petty,
Thad Moffit and Dale Inman. The Petty
Museum features cars, memorabilia and
trophies as well as life-size recreations
of the Petty family’s characters from
Disney-Pixar’s Cars.
336-495-1143 • rpmuseum.com

DINE

“

From embracing your wild side
at the North Carolina Zoo, need
for speed at the Petty Museum,
meeting the makers in Seagrove,
to outdoor adventures, quirky
museums and attractions, and
farm-fresh escapes, the Heart of
North Carolina offers unforgettable
getaways for every kind of group.
Home to the cities of Archdale,
Asheboro, Randleman and Trinity;
and the towns of Franklinville,
Liberty, Ramseur, Seagrove and
Staley, this area inspires once-in-alifetime group trips year-round.

”

Indulge in all the best the Heart of North
Carolina offers with its dining and drinking
scene. Take in the countryside at a
seasonal pick-your-own farm at Millstone
Creek Orchards, or experience one-of-akind, down-home dining destinations at
Magnolia 23 and The Table Farmhouse
Bakery. Four Saints Brewing Company,
the area’s very first brewery, features a
seven-barrel brewhouse and taproom
focusing on both traditional and inventive
award-winning craft brews.
North Carolina Zoo, Asheboro

Heart of North Carolina Visitors Bureau • 800-626-2672 • heartofnorthcarolina.com
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At a glance

Mooresville
Fill an adrenaline fix in Race City USA.

SEE

Groups can see where world-renowned
Team Penske cars are built — including
NASCAR, Indy cars and the LeMans
Series — at the Penske Racing Facility.
Groups can tour the NASCAR garage,
which has an elevated Fan Walk. Visitors
can see multiple cars being built at the
same time and the large haulers being
loaded and unloaded, as well as visit the
on-site gift shop.
704-664-2300 • teampenske.com

EXPLORE

Lake Norman State Park, on the largest
man-made lake in North Carolina, boasts
one of the region’s more popular mountain
biking networks, offering more than 30
miles of single-track trail. Nearby is a
125-yard-long swim beach and bathhouse
complex, as well as a boat ramp and
opportunities for fishing from spots along
park trails. A campground with 32 sites
and a group campground are available
during warm-weather months, and a
community building with kitchen facilities,
restrooms and fireplace can be rented for
group events year-round.
704-528-6350 • ncparks.gov

RACE

Modeled after a famous and historic kart
track in Parma, Italy, GoPro Motorplex
gives a nod to racing history while
writing its own. Hear from the influential
people who helped develop and create
the vision for what the Motorplex has
grown into today. GoPro Motorplex is an
outdoor, 0.7-mile, 11-turn karting facility
open year-round. GoPro Motorplex’s fleet
of rental karts reaches speeds up to 55
mph, delivering an advanced, exciting
and high-adrenaline racing experience.
704-696-2926 • gopromotorplex.com

Mooresville CVB

Adrenaline junkie? Horsepower
fan? Nature lover? No matter
what type of adventurer you and
your groups are, with all there is
to see and do in Mooresville, we
know you will find your perfect
selves here. Get back to nature
with hiking, biking, kayaking and
more at Lake Norman State Park.
Or, be the ultimate racing fan at
JR Motorsports, Team Penske
and other racing shops. Get your
pulse racing with karting action at
the GoPro Motorplex or at the Cliff
Hangers Climbing Gym.

”

SHOP

More than a century ago, Downtown
Mooresville wasn’t much bigger than
a depot where cotton was unloaded
from trains. Today, it’s the vibrant center
of a thriving town, buzzing with unique
boutiques, delectable dining, energetic
entrepreneurs and heaps of Southern
charm. Specialty shops feature everything
from handcrafted jewelry, one-of-a-kind
furniture and big-city fashion to antique
collectibles and fine art.
704-799-2400 • racecityusa.org

Mooresville CVB • 704-799-2400 • racecityusa.org
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“

Cathy Carpenter
Director of Sales
Mooresville Convention
& Visitors Bureau

Team Penske Fan Walk

T

here’s nowhere else quite like the Billy Graham Library. The interactive Journey of Faith tour
is a virtual trip through history for the whole family. See how God’s love changed millions

as you experience inspiring videos, photo galleries, and memorabilia. Explore Billy Graham’s
childhood home, stroll the peaceful Memorial Prayer Garden, relax over lunch and specialty

coffees, or shop the Christian bookstore. An extraordinary journey starts here.

©2019 BGEA

“This place is
nothing short
of amazing.”
—LIBRARY GUEST

GRAHAM FAMILY
HOMEPLACE

EXHIBITS &
MEMORABILIA

R THE
ACTIVITIES FO
ILY
M
FA
LE
HO
W

“All were astonished at the majesty of God.”

—LUKE 9:43, ESV

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00 • BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200 • Reservations required for groups of 10
or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org or call 704-401-3270. • 4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina
A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
Franklin Graham, President

grouptourmagazine.com
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Piedmont

International Civil Rights Center & Museum
Greensboro
On Feb. 1, 1960, four North Carolina A&T State University freshmen sat down
at the “whites only” lunch counter and ignited America’s sit-in movement.
Their courage is honored at the International Civil Rights Center & Museum,
where the original lunch counter and stools are on display. The museum
includes exhibits, a gallery, auditorium and an archival center.
336-274-9199, ext. 100 • sitinmovement.org

Animal Park at the Conservators Center
Burlington
Home to over 70 animals and over 21 species, the
Animal Park at the Conservators Center focuses on
public education and reconnects visitors with wildlife.
On a guided tour of the park, groups will walk the
three-quarter-mile path with an experienced tour
guide and gain an understanding of each species’
ecological importance. Groups also get to know
each animal’s individual personality and story.
888-650-1139 • animalparknc.org
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From top: VisitNC.com, Animal Park at the Conservators Center

Coast
Sylvan Heights Bird Park
Scotland Neck
Visitors to Sylvan Heights Bird Park get up-close with over 2,000 waterfowl, parrots,
toucans, flamingos and other exotic birds from around the world. The 18-acre facility
features walk-through aviaries displaying birds from South America, North America,
Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia. Guided walking tours provide an in-depth look at
the park’s birds and exhibits and share more information about the park’s history.
252-826-3186 • shwpark.com

Ghost of New Bern tours
New Bern
Learn about the hauntings of New
Bern on a 90-minute, guided walking
tour. Groups hear eerie tales of
ghostly occurrences, including actual
encounters during recent ghost walks.
Tours cover the history, heritage, myths
and legends of the old city and its
buildings. Private group tours can be
arranged to accommodate groups of
any size; step-on services are available.
252-635-1410 • hauntednewbern.com

Roanoke Island Festival Park
Manteo
Explore the 25-acre historic site that tells
the story of the lives of English settlers
in 1585. Costumed interpreters are
featured throughout the Settlement Site
and the Elizabeth II ship to demonstrate
how the first settlers lived, worked and
played on Roanoke Island. For a handson history lesson, visit the Adventure
Museum and American Indian Town,
which feature interactive exhibits.
252-475-1500 • roanokeisland.com

Cape Hatteras
National Seashore
Authorized by the United States Congress on Aug. 17, 1937, Cape Hatteras National
Seashore encompasses more than 24,000 acres. Recreational activities include
fishing, interpretive programs, hiking, watersports, wildlife viewing and beach
recreation. The park maintains the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, Bodie Island Lighthouse
and Ocracoke Lighthouse. The Cape Hatteras and Bodie Island lighthouses are open
for climbing from April through Columbus Day every year.
252-473-2111 • nps.gov/caha
From top: iStock, Frank S. Todd, VisitNC.com (2)
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The Birthplace
of Pepsi-Cola Store
New Bern
Visit the actual site where Pepsi-Cola was first invented by
Caleb Bradham in his pharmacy in 1898. The Birthplace
of Pepsi-Cola Store shares the history of the inventor and
the popular soft drink’s early days. Visitors can sip on a
fountain Pepsi while browsing the store’s gifts and souvenirs.
The store opened on the 100th anniversary of Pepsi-Cola
in 1998; it is owned by the Minges Bottling Group out of
Ayden, North Carolina.
252-636-5898 • pepsistore.com

The Lost Colony Outdoor Drama
Manteo
As the nation’s longest-running symphonic drama, The Lost
Colony is an outdoor drama produced by the Roanoke
Island Historical Association for more than 80 years.
Each summer, over 100 actors, technicians, designers
and volunteers bring The Lost Colony to life at Manteo’s
Waterside Theatre. With a stage three-times larger than most
Broadway stages, the drama recounts the historical events
leading to the disappearance of the first English colonists.
Backstage Tours and group rates are available.
252-473-6000 • thelostcolony.org

Tryon Palace
New Bern
Participate in living, colonial history with interactive, multiperson games and hands-on exhibits at Tryon Palace.
This 18th-century Georgian-style home was built for Royal
Governor William Tryon and his family. The building was
reconstructed and reopened in 1959 after a fire destroyed
the original palace in 1798. Roam the gardens and visit the
kitchen to see how traditional colonial meals were made.
252-639-3524
tryonpalace.org

Duplin Winery
Rose Hill
Spend an afternoon enjoying a tour and tasting at Duplin
Winery. Tours consist of a visit to the state-of-the-art wine
production facility, the largest on the East Coast. Groups see
the crushing pad, the bottling line and the process behind
Duplin’s wine production. During a tasting, guests enjoy
samples of more than a dozen wines, including its awardwining muscadine wines. Groups also can enjoy a meal at
the on-site Bistro Restaurant.
800-774-9634 • duplinwinery.com
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At a glance

Crystal Coast

“North Carolina’s Gem” offers endless opportunities.

Wild horses, Crystal Coast

UNWIND

At Cape Lookout National Seashore,
escapists find a 56-mile stretch of
undeveloped shimmering beaches
with renowned shelling. Groups make
their way to the island by private boat
or ferry running from Harkers Island
and Beaufort. Capt. George Aswald of
Island Express Ferry Service is more
than happy to dish most of his secrets
on shelling during the ride. Nearby,
Shackleford Banks is home to a herd
of wild horses that have inhabited the
beaches for more than 400 years.
252-728-2250 • nps.gov/calo

VISIT

Serving as the official repository for
artifacts excavated from Blackbeard’s
sunken flagship, the Queen Anne’s
Revenge, North Carolina Maritime
Museum in Beaufort features relics like
cannons and grenades. The neighboring
Harvey W. Watercraft Center carries on
the rich, boat-building heritage and artistry
of wooden boat building. Visitors revel as
boats take shape, from frame to finished
product. Travelers may even opt for a
class to build their own wooden boat.
252-504-7740
ncmaritimemuseumbeaufort.com

EXPLORE

Take an adventure with Crystal Coast
Ecotours, which offers guided fullday, half-day and two-hour customized
excursions. Activities can include
shelling, bird watching, dolphin
watching, clamming, searching for sand
dollars, wild horse watching, crabbing
and snorkeling.
252-808-3354
crystalcoastecotours.com

STAY

Opened in spring 2019, Beaufort Hotel is
located minutes from Beaufort’s historic
district. The boutique resort-style hotel
is ideally situated along Taylor’s Creek
— where it is not uncommon to see
views of wild horses roaming freely on
Carrot Island. The 133-room hotel boasts
relaxed maritime elegance with coastal
North Carolina decor and 10,000 square
feet of flexible event space.
252-728-3000 • beauforthotelnc.com

“

Jim Browder
Executive Director
Crystal Coast Tourism
Development Authority

The incredible natural beauty
of the Crystal Coast — located
along North Carolina’s Southern
Outer Banks — lends a multitude
of distinctive, incomparable group
tour amenities. Group tours
are available on both land and
sea to experience everything
from our island’s wild horses, to
Blackbeard’s treasures. Group
activities and events are a yearround experience on our coast;
visit once and you are guaranteed
to return!

”

Cape Lookout National Seashore

Crystal Coast Tourism Development Authority • 252-726-8148 • crystalcoastnc.org
Beaufort Hotel, Beaufort
From top: Crystal Coast TDA (3), Beaufort Hotel
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Dig into Our History,

Plant a Memory

Centrally located in North Carolina, Winston-Salem is easy to get
to and even easier to navigate. Enjoy touring our vibrant nightlife,
historical museums, heirloom gardens, a Moravian Culinary Trail, art,
culture, shopping, and more—all within a walkable city center. And
with 5,000 hotel rooms—including 1,200 downtown—our city welcomes
groups of all sizes. Come see why we were voted as one of Forbes’
“Top 10 Best Downtowns!”
SIP & SAVOR

TOUR

DISCOVER

Yadkin Valley Wineries

Historic Homes & Gardens

Moravian Culinary Trail

For Details and Group Itineraries, Contact:
Kay Calzolari, CTIS

Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com

336.728.4237

