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From the Editor
Food (tours) for thought

When I plan a trip, I find myself focusing on the food and drink 
over everything else. While building my itinerary, I envision myself 
sipping my morning coffee at an outdoor cafe, sampling unique 
eats at an off-the-beaten lunch spot and reminiscing on the day’s 
sightseeing over a pint of local craft beer in the evening. And I 
don’t think I’m alone. 

But what makes a trip even better is if I can sample local 
flavors while also touring the destination. In this month’s cover 
story, Managing Editor David Hoekman serves up four foodie 
cities with food tours that’ll leave groups will full bellies and an 
appreciation for the destination. Page 14. 

Hoekman also researched group travel favorites in Cleveland, 
Ohio, which include a superb arts and culture scene. (page 44). 
And, this month’s Spotlight interview features Lynda Nemeth, 
destination director at Discover My Cleveland, a premier 
destination marketing company. Page 9. 

Our New England coverage highlights Salem, Massachusetts, 
a charming coastal city with unmatched history and quintessential 
New England charm. Learn more on page 70. 

This month’s OnTrend feature (page 13) covers the topic of 
green transportation. We spoke with Peter Pantuso, president and 
CEO of the American Bus Association, about how the motorcoach 
industry stacks up. 

On page 94, contributor Mary Bergin recounts her travels 
to Tenerife, the largest of Spain’s Canary Islands and a nature 
lover’s dream.  

As always, thank you for reading Group Tour magazine. 

                                           Until next time,

Up next: In May, immerse in indigenous traditions with our cover 
story on native cultures. Don’t miss features on DeKalb, Georgia; 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; and Mexico’s Copper Canyon.

«
«

Geno’s Steaks, Philadelphia, Pa.

iStock

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                            
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                            
Twitter: @courtneygtm
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find us on 
Instagram!

Follow Group Tour Media on Instagram to  
keep up with the latest group experiences and ideas.

“love” @grouptourmedia

Share your experiences by tagging us or  
use our hashtag: #GroupTour.

never miss an issue!

GroupTour.com/subscribe

Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. Plan better with 
exciting destinations, thrilling itineraries, latest travel trends, group-friendly 

restaurants and lodging in every issue.
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       Newport  
Flower Show      

June 19-21, 2020     

The

NewportFlowerShowGroupTours.org

Maine turns 200
The year 2020 belongs to Maine, as 

the state celebrates its bicentennial, 
marking 200 years of statehood. A 
wide range of events, exhibitions and 
activities are planned to showcase 
the state. The Grand Finale Weekend 
(Augusta, Bangor and statewide), 
scheduled for Oct. 9–12, will feature 
four days of events highlighting 
Maine’s diverse culture and commercial 
innovation, culminating in a time 
capsule.

maine200.org

Year of Chicago Music underway 
Chicago’s Department of Cultural Affairs and 

Special Events has designated 2020 as the Year 
of Chicago Music. The City of Chicago and its 
partners will launch a new marketing brand for 
Chicago music; provide additional financial grants 
for music projects; encourage dialogue around 
inclusion and equity; and call on civic, philan-
thropic, arts and business leaders to support the 
music industry. Plans include a 17-day celebration 
of music starting Memorial Day weekend, including 
the Chicago House Music Festival, the Chicago 
Gospel Music Festival, the Chicago Blues Festival, 
and free and ticketed performances at venues 
across the city.

chicago.gov/DCASE

Wisconsin announces 
Art of Cheese Festival

The first ever Art of Cheese 
Festival is set for Aug. 14–16, 
in Madison, Wisconsin. On the 
schedule are classes; tours; an in-
the-field dinner; Cheese Fair market; 
and the Cheese Ball, featuring live 
music, food, drinks and the chance 
for visitors to taste their way 
through the State of Cheese.

artofcheesefestival.com

Newport Mansions 
exceed 1 million tours 
in 2019

In 2019, for the fourth consecu-
tive year, The Preservation Society of 
Newport County in Newport, Rhode 
Island, has hosted more than 1 million 
tours. This capped a landmark year 
for the society, which in July delivered 
its 40 millionth tour of the Newport 
Mansions since its founding in 1945. 
The society owns and operates seven 
national historic landmarks and four 
other historic sites.

newportmansions.org

City of Chicago

The Preservation Society of Newport County

news & notes
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Spotlight

Discover My Cleveland
embraces fun Lynda Nemeth 

Destination director, Discover My Cleveland

 Discover My Cleveland, Cleveland, 
Ohio’s premier destination management 
company, began operations in 2013.
 When Pegi Dickson and Lynda 
Nemeth purchased the company in 
June 2017, they began expanding the 
client base.
 “We pride ourselves in working with 
all types of groups from motorcoach to 
corporate, and from large-scale events 
to student travel,” Nemeth said. “We 
customize our services to whatever the 
group may need. In 2019 we worked 
with groups that needed nothing more 
than a knowledgeable step-on guide and 
itinerary help, to conventions bringing in 
thousands of people that needed help 
with every aspect of their event.”

Q. What are your clients most inter-
ested in? What are some of the newest 
trends you’re noticing? 

A. With Cleveland’s rising popularity 

we are seeing increased tourism in 
every segment. We are seeing a lot 
of corporations choosing Cleveland 
for their event, and then looking to us 
to put together unique opportunities 
for their guests at designated “down 
times” or as a major evening event to 
showcase the area. This is one of our 
favorites packages to offer because we 
feed off of the excitement and interests 
of each particular group, and they are 
always astounded by the diversity of 
locations and entertainment that north-
east Ohio has to offer. 

Q. How would you describe today’s 
group travelers? 

A. As the group travel market morphs 
into a younger more independent 
traveler we see clients that cater to the 
group dynamic, but also allow time for 
individual exploration and the freedom 
to choose activities. This is a great way 
for them to cater to a varied group, and 
still keep everyone engaged.

Q. What inspired you to become a 
travel planner/adviser? 

A. Ironically, neither of us started our 
careers in travel. I began my profes-
sional life teaching and working with 
young children. Pegi worked in market-
ing and retail, eventually opening her 
own store. Interestingly, we both kept 
evolving and moving toward the parts 
of our jobs we enjoyed the most. I 

enjoyed being out in the community, 
working with the public and exploring 
new places and experiences. Which led 
to a position as the executive director 
of tourism in Geauga County. Pegi 
enjoyed the marketing, investigating 
and uncovering new things to do, which 
eventually led to her position as office 
manager at the Geauga office. We soon 
realized our personalities were pretty 
complementary, and together we made 
a pretty good team. The purchase of 
Discover My Cleveland as partners 
was the perfect fit for our talents and to 
further our adventures in tourism.

Q. What is your best tip for fellow tour 
professionals? 

A. Embrace the fun! We are in a fun 
business, and most of the people that 
contact us are excited about exploring 
Cleveland and having a great experi-
ence during their visit. Our job is to 
listen to what they are looking for and 
add our knowledge of the area to 
enhance their ideas and make it as 
seamless as possible.

Q. Do you have a favorite travel quote?

A. “The world is a book, and those that 
do not travel read only one page.” —Au-
gustine of Hippo

Discover My Cleveland
216-369-9399
discovermycleveland.com

BY:David Hoekman

Courtesy of Discover My Cleveland

Lynda Nemeth and Pegi Dickson

Discover My Cleveland group on Nautica cruise
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news & notes

Group Tours Are Always Welcome
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Plenty of Coach Parking 

New England seafood at 
its best!  Chicken, pasta, 
steaks & other specialties 
for the land-lubbers too!

Dover, Chichester & West Lebanon
New Hampshire & Kittery, Maine

For restaurant addresses, menus and
additional information visit 

www.weathervaneseafoods.com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
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‘New’ Penn Museum debuts
The “new” Penn Museum in Philadelphia, 

which debuted in late 2019, has more than 
10,000 square feet of completely reimagined 
spaces. Included is a new Sphinx Gallery, 
a suite of Africa Galleries, a Mexico and 
Central America Gallery, the historic Harrison 
Auditorium and its stunning new main 
entrance. Part of the museum’s ongoing 
multi-million-dollar building transformation 
project, the reopening marked a pivotal 
moment for the museum, which has become 
a museum for all, while staying true to 
its purpose as a teaching and research 
institution.

pennmuseum.org

The Empire State Building 
Observatory redevelopment 
completed

The Empire State Building Observatory 
in New York City has completed the 
redevelopment of its 80th floor. The final 
component of the four-year, $165 million 
project to reimagine the observatory adds 
engaging and informative exhibits to orient 
visitors to New York City and showcases 
the building’s unique place at the center 
of it all. New on the 80th floor is an 
exclusive, interactive partnership with NYC 
& Company. Five interactive video blades 
allow visitors to use NYC & Company’s 
expertise to design itineraries for their visit 
using a massive inventory of destinations in 
the five boroughs.

empirestatebuilding.com

Four professional 
mascots honored

The National Mascot 
Hall of Fame in Whiting, 
Indiana, announces the four 
professional mascots being 
inducted into the hall in June: 
Youppi! (Montreal Canadiens, 
NHL), Boomer (Indiana 
Pacers, NBA), The Oriole Bird 
(Baltimore Orioles, MLB), and 
Blue (Indianapolis Colts, NFL). 
Induction Weekend at the hall 
will be June 12–14.

mascothalloffame.com

Evan Joseph

Eric Sucar, University of Pennsylvania
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news & notes

native cultures
Every edition of Group Tour magazine features:
 
• Knowledge from travel industry experts
• Content focused on group-friendly attractions and destinations
• Sample itineraries for headache-free planning

Immerse in Indigenous traditions

grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

c o m i n g  i n  m ay:

Meijer Gardens marks 
25th anniversary

Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, celebrates 25 years 
of being open to the public in 
April. The attraction explores 
the duality of art and nature in 
its 2020 events. The Welcoming 
the World: Honoring a Legacy of 
Love expansion project continues 
throughout the year, most notably 
with ongoing work on a new, 
69,000-square-foot, LEED-certified 
Welcome Center, scheduled to 
open in early 2021.

877-975-3171, 
meijergardens.org

Evan Joseph Robert Neumann/Courtesy of Experience Grand Rapids
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Hayden Planetarium 
offers new space show

Now open in New York City is the American Museum of 
Natural History’s new Hayden Planetarium Space Show, 
“Worlds Beyond Earth.” The show uses a new planetarium 
projection system that is the most advanced in the world and 
is part of the museum’s 150th anniversary celebration. “Worlds 
Beyond Earth,” narrated by Academy Award winner Lupita 
Nyong’o, takes viewers on a journey that reveals the dynamic 
nature of the worlds that orbit the sun and the unique 
conditions that make life on earth possible.

212-313-7011, amnh.org

Milwaukee welcomes design exhibition
“Scandinavian Design and the United States, 1890–1980” is 

co-organized by the Milwaukee Art Museum and the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art. The exhibition will be on view in Milwaukee 
May 15–Sept. 7, 2020, and in LA, Nov. 8, 2020–Feb. 15, 2021, before 
moving to Sweden and Norway in 2021–22. This major international 
loan exhibition is the first to present the extensive exchange of 
design ideas between the United States and the Nordic countries 
— Norway, Sweden, Iceland, Denmark and Finland — between 1890 
and 1980, and will highlight more than 180 objects including jewelry, 
furniture, textiles and product designs.

mam.org

Explore Marvel’s universe
“Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes” makes its Midwest 

debut March 28–Sept. 7 at the Henry Ford Museum of 
American Innovation at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, 
Michigan. From comics to film, the exhibit features more 
than 300 artifacts, including some of Marvel’s most iconic 
and sought-after pages, costumes and props. 

thehenryford.org

Nat Geo Museum offers exhibits
The newest exhibitions at the National Geographic 

Museum in Washington, D.C., include “Becoming Jane,” a 
multimedia experience celebrating Dr. Jane Goodall, and 
“Women: A Century of Change,” a photography show 
highlighting iconic women throughout history. “Becoming 
Jane” is open through summer and “Women: A Century of 
Change” is open through May.

nationalgeographic.org/events

Birds flock to Toledo
The Toledo Museum of Art will present “Rare and 

Wondrous: Birds in Art and Culture 1620–1820” from May 2 
to Aug. 2. The exhibition, curated by the museum’s head of 
interpretive projects and managing editor Paula Reich, will 
showcase the museum’s recent acquisition of the important 
six-volume series Ornithologie, which was written by 
Mathurin-Jacques Brisson, illustrated by François-Nicolas 
Martinet and published in 1760.

419-255-8000, toledomuseum.org

Finn Juhl, Baker Furniture, Inc., Armchair, model 400-1/2, 
designed 1951, leather, walnut, 32 × 28 × 24 in., Milwaukee 
Art Museum, bequest of Dr. Lucille Cohn (M2013.69)

© Milwaukee Art Museum, by John R. Glembin

American Museum of Natural History



ONTREND

Peter Pantuso
President & CEO of the

American Bus Association

The real green transportation
tart spreading the news: mo-
torcoach travel is the green-
est mode of transportation.
The American Bus Associa-
tion Foundation recently up-

dated its environmental study of different 
modes of transportation to learn how the 
motorcoach industry stood up. 
 The result: Motorcoach travel remains 
the greenest mode of transportation.
 Peter Pantuso, president and CEO 
of the American Bus Association, noted 
a lot has changed since the last report 
in 2014. For instance, many more 
people now use transportation network 
companies such as Uber and Lyft, and 
they are covered in the report.
 “Environmental issues aren’t going 
away,” Pantuso said. “They are more 
prevalent than ever.”

Motorcoach equals green
 The 17-page report, prepared by 
M.J Bradley & Associates, is packed 
with tables and equations.
 The biggest takeaway, according to 
Pantuso, is that a motorcoach’s passen-
ger miles per gallon far exceeds that of 
any other form of transportation.
 For a motorcoach, the average 
passenger miles per diesel equivalent 

gallon was 280 passenger miles.
 Next in line was heavy rail at 190.8 
passenger miles per gallon of fuel.
 By comparison, an average trip for 
a car resulted in 38.2 passenger miles 
per gallon.
 The average passenger miles per 
gallon for transportation network compa-
nies was 27.4. 
 On average, motorcoaches use the 
least amount of energy and produce the 
lowest carbon dioxide emissions per 
passenger mile of any of the transporta-
tion modes analyzed.

Spread the word
 It’s important to get the word out 
about the efficiency of motorcoaches, 
Pantuso said.
 “Millennials are incredibly environ-
mentally conscious, and they look at the 
environment when making decisions,” 
he said. “If we expect to garner their 
support and get them to travel as a 
group, we need to get the right informa-
tion to them. If they are thinking about a 
wine tour with 10 couples, they can rent 
a coach instead of showing up at the 
winery in 10 cars. We can attract a new 
audience to the market.”

For the future
 Electric motorcoaches are not only 
on the horizon, they’re in place now in 
some countries, Pantuso reported. 
 At the Busworld show in Belgium 
last October, 60% of the coaches were 
electric-powered, Pantuso said.
 Autonomous — but not driverless — 
motorcoaches are also coming. 
At this year’s ABA Marketplace in 
Omaha, ABA and the Busworld Foun-
dation partnered to bring the Busworld 
Academy to the United States for the 
first time ever. The sessions included 
broad discussions about transportation 
and how the various sectors can coop-
erate and work together.

American Bus Association
buses.org

s

From top: ABA, PRNewsfoto/Motor Coach Industries

By DavID Hoekman

Figure 1.1 Passenger-Miles 
per Gallon* of Fuel, by Mode

Pass-mi/gal
*Passenger miles per diesel-equivalent gallon

Motorcoach

Heavy Rail

AMTRAK

Car Avg. Trip

TNC Avg. 

0   50   100   150   200   250   300

Information modified from “Updated 
Comparison of Energy Use & Emissions From 
Different Transportation Modes” by MJB & A
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  ant to get a good sense of 
destination?

Take a tour.
Want to really experience a 

destination?
Book a food tour.
As food tour participants 

are exposed to new flavors and 
textures, they take in — meta-
phorically and literally — a 
city’s culture.

W

Food Tours
Savor local flavors to fully appreciate a destination

By David Hoekman

14 March 2020



From left: Taste of 
New Haven (2), iStock

Pizza and the hamburger sandwich share the 
spotlight as the food stars in New Haven.

According to Visit New Haven, New Haven-
style pizza, known locally as “apizza,” has a very 
thin, slightly charred crust. The word apizza 
comes from Neapolitan ’a pizza, “the pizza.”

The Library of Congress has recognized 
Louis’ Lunch in New Haven as the birthplace 
of the hamburger sandwich. A Louis’ Lunch 
hamburger is made with a proprietary blend of 
meats that are ground fresh daily. The sandwich 
is served on white toast, and the restaurant of-
fers only cheese, onion and tomato as garnishes.

“When you think of New Haven, you think 
great eats,” said Sarah Washburn, tourism man-
ager at Visit New Haven. “New Haven has so 
many amazing dining choices, including the clas-
sic New Haven-style apizza, Long Wharf ’s Food 
Truck Paradise, endless international cuisine 
options, as well as the famous Louis’ Lunch ham-
burger sandwich. Culinary tours are the perfect 
way to see and taste New Haven at its best.”

Taste of New Haven is a culinary tour and 
event operator that specializes in walking tours, 

cooking classes, corporate functions, school 
groups, bachelor and bachelorette parties, galas 
and fundraisers, and food festivals.

“We began in 2011 and bring locals and tour-
ists alike on restaurant tastings, showing off the 
city's history, architecture and amazing collection 
of locally owned restaurants,” said Colin Caplan, 
owner, tour guide and historian. “Our over a 
dozen offered tours show off New Haven's eclectic 
food scene, and we run food specific tours like the 
Pizza Lovers Tour, Little Italy Pizza Tour, Latin 
American Tapas Tour, Be Sweet Tour, Chocolate 
Walk and the Pizza and Pints Bike Tour.”

The company works with motorcoach 
groups to create private tours — both step-on 
historical tours and food tours are available. 
Most motorcoach groups are interested in the 
city’s famous pizzerias, which can also accom-
modate the larger group sizes.

“Our customers love our well-crafted culi-
nary experience, which includes enough food 
and drinks to equal a very large meal, and they 
love the historical facts about Yale, New Haven 
and its many cultural amenities,” Caplan said.

New Haven
Connecticut

Elm City Market, Taste of New 
Haven, New Haven, Conn.

Cooking class, Ernie’s Pizzeria, Taste 
of New Haven, New Haven, Conn.

Apizza New Haven, Conn.

Taste of New Haven •203-710-3710 • tasteofnewhaven.com
Visit New Haven • 203-777-8550 • visitnewhaven.com

15grouptourmagazine.com
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The district’s food scene reflects the 
world’s varied cuisines.

“Tourists can taste their way 
through Washington, D.C.’s most popu-
lar dishes on the city’s various culinary 
tours and eat local favorites like oysters, 
half-smoke sausages and Ethiopian 
cuisine,” said Theresa Belpulsi, vice 
president of tourism, sports and visitor 
services at Destination DC. “Tour com-
panies like DC Metro Food Tours take 
tourists on a historical journey where 
they can sample the various flavors of 
our unique neighborhoods, showcasing 
the authentic DC.”

Jeff Swedarsky, founder of DC 
Metro Food Tours, said Washington, 
D.C., is a great food city because it is 
cosmopolitan yet approachable.

Mary Collins, co-founder and CEO 
of Carpe DC Food Tours, noted in 
addition to a culinary scene represent-
ing national and regional recipes from 
every corner of the globe, the district 
is home to some of the nation’s top 
chefs and restauranteurs. This combi-
nation of cultural diversity and culi-
nary exploration creates experiences 
and flavors that can only be found in 
Washington.

“You have to get a half smoke,” 

Swedarsky said. “This is one of the 
few indigenous dishes in Washington, 
D.C. It’s essentially a smoked sausage 
that is half beef and half pork in natu-
ral casing that snaps.”

DC Metro Food Tours looks to find 
the best combination of food, drink, 
culture and architecture. “That is some-
thing that truly makes a food tour spe-
cial,” Swedarsky said. “You get to test 
rather than just see. We enable people 
to see and do more in a short amount 
of time to maximize their visit.”

Food tours in historic Alexandria 
and Georgetown are popular with 
groups. Swedarksy noted operators 
can book private tours. 

“In setting up a private tour, we can 
make sure that the timing, neighbor-
hoods, budget and overall experience 
meets and exceeds expectations,” he said.

Private tours also are an option at 
Carpe DC Food Tours. 

“Groups love our private, curated 
culinary experiences because they pro-
vide an opportunity to dine at three 
to five iconic neighborhood restau-
rants while learning about the unique 
history and culture of the city from 
the anthropological perspective from 
Carpe DC’s founders,” Collins said.

Washington, D.C.

Carpe DC Food Tours • 888-697-2693 • carpedcfoodtours.com
Destination DC • 202-789-7000 • washington.org
DC Metro Food Tours • 202-851-2268 • dcmetrofoodtours.com

From left: iStock, 
Carpe DC Food Tour, 
Philly Tour Hub

Carpe DC Food Tours, 
Washington, D.C.

Food market tour, Philly 
Tour Hub, Philadelphia, Pa.

Half smoke, 
Washington, D.C.
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Ann Arbor
Michigan

Home to the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor is a foodie lover’s paradise.

“There are hundreds of area restaurants with 
an eclectic variety of menus,” said Pam Hughes, 
convention sales manager at Destination Ann 
Arbor. “A celebrated foodie destination in the 
Midwest, the exploding scene includes menus 
designed around local produce and lots of inter-
national flavor. There are over 60 restaurants in 
six blocks of the downtown Ann Arbor area!”

The Zingerman’s Community of Businesses, 
each with its own food specialty, has played 
a big part in developing the Ann Arbor food 
culture. It all started in 1982 when Paul Saginaw 
and Ari Weinzweig opened Zingerman’s Deli-
catessen in a historic building near the farmers 
market. Now there are 14 food-related busi-
nesses. 

Destination Ann Arbor helps tour operators 
by providing tour recommendations, itinerary 
suggestions and dining recommendations for 
large groups.

Savor Ann Arbor offers tours that focus on 
the city’s food — as well as other topics. By the 
Sidewalk Food Tours provides new culinary 
perspectives and happy taste buds. n

Destination Ann Arbor
734-995-7281
annarbor.org

A variety of foods, an ever-expanding list 
of new additions, inventiveness and creative 
spaces make Philadelphia a great food city.

That’s the opinion of Andy Maunder, presi-
dent and tour guide at Philly Tour Hub.

“For a real taste of Philly, there are some 
clear favorites: cheesesteak from specific places 
such as Pat’s, Geno’s, Sonny’s, Campo’s and 
Jim’s,” Maunder said. “Try a roast pork sand-
wich from DiNic’s at the Reading Terminal 
Market and pretzels from wherever.”

Philly Tour Hub’s can’t-miss list includes 
Beiler’s Donuts, Termini Bros. for cannoli’s, 
anything from Franklin Fountain, a visit to 
Shane’s Confectionery, cheese and prosciutto se-
lection at DiBruno’s, tortilla at the Tortilleria in 
the Italian Market and gelato from Anthony’s.

“On our food tours, we try to provide 
variety, some kind of interaction when we can, 
and we take them to some of the best spaces in 
town,” Maunder said.

A cheesesteak Segway tour takes participants 
to five different Philly cheesesteaks on a tour of 
South Philly. 

“We have the widest range of tour products in 
the city,” Maunder said. “We are also able to make 
up a private tour for any group and have recently 
done a number of creative food tours, which is fast 
becoming a passion of ours.”

Jim DePhilippo, tourism sales manager at 
Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
said where to eat is always a hot-button topic 
for group tours.

“In Philadelphia, we have everything under 
the sun when it comes to food,” he said. “One 
thing tour operators are always looking for is 
restaurant recommendations.”

The bureau maintains a list of group-friendly 
restaurants that feature a mix of price points 
and ease of access.

Philadelphia CVB
215-636-3312
discoverphl.com/groups

Philly Tour Hub
215-280-3746
phillytourhub.com

Philadelphia
Pennsylvania

Aventura, Ann Arbor, Mich.

AnnArbor.org
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Illinois
Litchfield 

Ideally situated along three major roads (Interstate 55, Route 
66 and Highway 16), Litchfield is one of the easiest places to 
travel in Illinois. The city is a must-stop for an authentic, all-
American motorcoach trip with picturesque open plains, plentiful 
outdoor opportunities and the charm of Route 66 culture.

“Whether groups are searching for the flashy neon lights 
of Route 66 or the twinkling of stars in a perfectly dark sky, 
Litchfield strikes the perfect balance,” said Sarah Waggoner, 
Litchfield tourism coordinator. “Not only is there much to explore 
here, but Litchfield is a one-hour drive from both Springfield, 
Illinois, and St. Louis, Missouri, making it an incredibly 
accessible travel destination for visitors to experience world-
renowned attractions.” 

Litchfield Tourism Office
866-733-5833
visitlitchfield.com

Cruise down memory 
lane. Litchfield is home 
to both the 1930–40 and 
1940–77 alignments of 
Route 66. Start the day 
off with a sweet treat from 
Jubelt’s Bakery & Restaurant, 
an Illinois Route 66 Hall of 
Fame member. Then, walk 
across the street to the 
Litchfield Museum & Route 
66 Welcome Center. 

Litchfield Museum
 & Route 66 Welcome 
Center
217-324-3510
litchfieldmuseum.org

itinerary planner

Lake Lou Yaeger is the 
center of Litchfield’s bustling 
outdoor culture. This 1,357-
acre lake is surrounded by 
4,641 acres of woodlands. 
Grab hiking boots or mountain 
bikes, binoculars and 
cameras, and head out on the 
6.6-mile Route 66 Hike and 
Bike Trail. Stroll down to the 
shore and relax with a picnic 
lunch. In the heat of summer, 
venture to Milnot Beach.

Lake Lou Yaeger
217-324-5441
visitlitchfield.com/
 lake-lou-yaeger

Pop into Litchfield’s 
downtown boutiques, 
antique shops and thrift 
stores. Tour planners can 
even base a trip around the 
Litchfield Pickers Market. 
This market is the largest 
open-air vintage and antique 
market in the area. Enjoy 
live music, food and the 
opportunity to shop until the 
group drops. Also view the 
Historic Litchfield Carnegie 
Library Building, constructed 
in 1904.

Litchfield Pickers Market
217-324-8147
visitlitchfield.com/events/
 litchfieldpickersmarket

The Ariston Cafe is a 
nearly century-old piece of 
history that predates Route 
66. It was built on the road’s 
predecessor, Route 4. The 
American restaurant moved to 
Route 66 in 1935, less than 
10 years after the highway 
opened and now shares in the 
rich history of one of the most 
famous stretches of asphalt in 
the country.

The Ariston Cafe
217-250-2031
ariston-cafe.com

Litchfield Tourism Office

DISCOVER EXPLORE SHOP EAT
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Wander among nature in an internal, 
internationally renowned outdoor tree 
conservancy and research center in Lisle. 

The Morton Arboretum, a 1,700-
acre living museum, allows guests to 
view 222,000 plant specimens and 4,500 
plants, along with specialty gardens, 
educational exhibits and the award-
winning Children’s Garden. 

Tour groups can either opt to drive 
across the park or hit the trail with 16 
miles of hiking paths open for exploring 
the grounds.

“The No. 1 natural attraction visi-
tors are coming to see in the spring is 
our daffodil glade,” said Sarah Sargent, 
special events manager at The Morton 
Arboretum. “In the springtime, a carpet 
of white, yellow and orange flowers start 
blooming in March and peak in April. It 

is seriously breathtaking. Photographers, 
artists with brushes and easels, and visi-
tors from all over the world come to see 
our collection.”

Additionally, spring visitors can experi-
ence The Morton Arboretum’s impressive 
magnolia collection in full bloom. More 
than 49 types of magnolia specimens 
are hand-curated from across the globe. 
Springtime also brings incredible wild-

flower watching when pink, white, blue, 
purple and yellow blooms appear across 
the arboretum’s 400-acre East Woods.

The Morton Arboretum’s popular All 
Aboard Tour provides groups a one-hour 
narrated tour on their own motorcoach 
with an experienced guide. Groups learn 
about the arboretum’s unique collection 
of trees, plants and flowers; get insight on 
conservation efforts; and learn about the 
region’s natural history. They also hear 
about the connection of the Morton Salt 
Company and the Morton family to the 
arboretum. 

All guided tours must be booked two 
weeks in advance. n

The Morton Arboretum
630-968-0074
mortonarb.org

Explore a living museum at The Morton Arboretum

The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park 
is a collection of 30 dramatic large-form 
sculptures spread over 100 acres of 
prairie landscape in University Park, a 
suburb south of Chicago. This outdoor 
“museum on the prairie” features walk-
able grass paths that wind through the 
campus of Governors State University. 

Sculptures in the park by interna-
tionally acclaimed artists include Yes! for 
Lady Day, by Mark di Suvero, crafted of 
steel I-beams, parts of a railroad car and 
galvanized steel cable. 

“Like most of his works, this one is 
interactive and kinetic,” said Jeff Ste-
venson, director and curator of the park 
and its sister Visual Arts Gallery. “Mark 
came here to create it around the time 
the university was chartered in 1969.”

Visitors appreciate the whimsical 
Paul, a colorful rendition of Paul Bunyan, 
by Tony Tasset. This Paul, however, looks 
more than a little like Moses created by 
Renaissance sculptor Michelangelo.  

Not far away is the iconic Bodark 

Arc, by Martin Puryear, which combines 
landscape elements like living trees and 
stones with a wooden arch and a cast 
bronze chair. “Bodark” was a Native 
American term for Osage orange trees, 
some of which grow on this living art 
site that’s so large, it’s often shown off 
with aerial photos.

Another highlight is Working on the 
Failed Utopia, a stylized geodesic dome 
by artist Christine Tarkowski, whose 

work also is displayed near The Bean in 
Chicago’s Millennium Park.  

Annual visitors to the park number 
around 6,000, and most spend about one 
to two hours on-site. Free and open every 
day of the year to the public, the Nathan 
Manilow Sculpture Park operates guided 
tours for groups for a fee. There is ample 
free parking for motorcoaches. 

Opened in 1969, the “Nate” was 
founded and is maintained through 
grants and donations from businesses 
and philanthropists including the Ma-
nilow family, which helped develop the 
area near the park. 

Everyone who visits the “Nate” calls 
it a “hidden gem,” Stevenson said. The 
most common visitor comment, he add-
ed, is: “It’s such an important collection. 
Why have we never come to visit?” n

Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park 
 and Visual Arts Gallery
708-534-4021 
govst.edu/nmsp

Activate imagination at Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park

From top: The Morton Arboretum, GTM/David Hoekman
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Indiana
Indianapolis

Located in the middle of Indiana, Indianapolis is both the 
state’s most populous city and its capital.

Its nickname “Circle City” comes from the large circle in the 
middle of the downtown. Known as Monument Circle, the space 
contains the Soldiers & Sailors Monument.

The city is known for the fast cars that race at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.

“For more than a century, Indy has been known as the 
Racing Capital of the World, and the tradition and innovation 
surrounding the Indy 500 is something everyone should 
experience,” said Ashley Sisson, sales manager with Visit Indy. 
“But what makes Indy unique goes way beyond racing, into our 
cultural districts, winding through White River State Park, around 
Monument Circle, and into our chef-driven restaurants.”

Visit Indy
317-262-8244
visitindy.com

Beef & Boards Dinner 
Theatre, a member of 
Actors’ Equity Association, 
has presented food, fun 
and entertainment since 
1973. Each season includes 
professional Broadway 
shows, plays and acclaimed 
children’s theater productions 
by the resident Pyramid 
Players. The in-house chef 
prepares a buffet dinner and 
there’s a full-service bar and 
desserts.

Beef & Boards
 Dinner Theatre
317-876-0506
beefandboards.com

itinerary planner

Newfields offers dynamic 
experiences with art and 
nature. The campus features 
the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art, including the original 
Robert Indiana LOVE 
sculpture; the Lilly House, a 
National Historic Landmark; 
The Garden, featuring 40 
acres of contemporary and 
historic gardens, a working 
greenhouse and an orchard; 
and The Virginia B. Fairbanks 
Art & Nature Park: 100 Acres. 

Newfields
317-923-1331
discovernewfields.org

The James Whitcomb 
Riley Museum Home is the 
preserved — not restored 
— Victorian home in which 
the Hoosier poet resided for 
the last 23 years of his life. 
See the desk where Riley 
wrote some of his most well-
known poems, such as “Little 
Orphant Annie” and “The 
Raggedy Man.”

James Whitcomb
 Riley Museum Home
317-808-8565
rileymuseumhome.org

Check out the history of 
auto racing at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway 
Museum. Located within 
the speedway’s oval, the 
museum offers a variety of 
track tours and behind-the-
scenes tours, depending on 
weather and track availability. 
Take a lap around the track 
and “Kiss the Bricks” at the 
start/finish line.

Indianapolis Motor 
 Speedway Museum
317-492-6784
indyracingmuseum.org

ENJOY EXPLORE TOUR DISCOVER

Visit Indy
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Visit AmishCountryTours.org for more info on  
these group friendly attractions or call Sonya at 800.262.8161.

Amish Country of Northern Indiana comes 
alive with colorful history and stunning natural beauty. You’ll be 
awed by tales of the artisans, makers and farmers who built this 
area, and you’ll be even more amazed by the burst of colors in 
the Quilt Gardens ... along the Heritage Trail, a 2019 ABA 
Best of the Best!  Experience these super-sized hand-painted  

Quilt Murals and more than one million vibrant blooms in 
gigantic Quilt Gardens.  Now in it’s 13th year, this experience is  

tailor-made for groups and free annually May 30 - September 15.

Das Dutchman Essenhaus $103, 2-Day, 1-Night 
package combines a peaceful night’s stay at the Essenhaus Inn 

complete with luggage handling, generously-sized guest rooms 
with Amish-crafted furniture, in-room coffee, indoor pool, fitness 
center, all taxes and a deluxe hot breakfast. Take in a live theatre 
production at Heritage Hall, experience a buggy ride and dine  

at the world-famous Restaurant with a family-style dinner.

Visit Indiana has unveiled the ulti-
mate 2020 travel experience, called The 
20 IN 20. 

The state tourism office plans to 
reveal 20 lists of 20 must-see, must-
do Indiana experiences, one at a time, 
throughout 2020.

“These lists will take you all over the 
state to see and enjoy new spots or old 
favorites,” said Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch. 
“Make this the year you really explore 
the Hoosier State.”

“The first list celebrates our small 
towns and communities,” said Misty 
Weisensteiner, director of Indiana Office 
of Tourism Development. “We want you 
to experience the hospitality and charm 
in one of Indiana’s small towns.”

A few must-see small towns include 
Franklin, Corydon and Whiting. 

Franklin was recently named in the 
2019 Best of Indiana people’s choice 
campaign as the Best Main Street. Offi-
cials said new businesses to the down-
town area, including restaurants and 
shops, are helping the area thrive. 

Visitors can commemorate Indiana’s 
first state capital in Corydon. Follow the 
development of Indiana from a territory 
to a state, shop on the historic square or 
visit a nearby cave. 

Whiting, located along Lake Michigan’s 
south shore, is home to summer concerts, 
the Whiting Oilmen baseball team and the 
National Mascot Hall of Fame. 

“As a new year bonus, Visit Indiana 
is unveiling a second list,” Weisensteiner 
said. “As an agricultural state, Indiana 
is lush with the bounty of farm-fresh 
ingredients, making the culinary scene 
across the state simply incredible.”

Home to delicious menus and incred-
ible atmospheres, the 20 eateries on the 
list are destination-dining experiences. n

Visit Indiana
visitindiana.com

Indiana promotes 
‘The 20 IN 20’
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Building on a 23-year tradition of de-
livering quality entertainment in Ship-
shewana, the new Blue Gate Performing 
Arts Center opened on Feb. 27.

“The center will begin hosting 

concerts in March with names like Jeff 
Foxworthy, Sawyer Brown and The Guess 
Who, just to name a few in the first 
month,” said Andrew Rohrer, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing at Blue Gate 
Hospitality. “In the coming years, we have 
plans for bigger shows and even more of 
the artists people love to see perform.”

The Blue Gate Theatre in Shipshe-
wana was the creation of founder Mel 
Riegsecker’s drive to give Shipshewana 
visitors what they asked for — and more.  

When visitors at the Blue Gate Res-
taurant and Riegsecker’s adjacent stores 
began asking what there was to do in the 
evenings, Riegsecker quickly realized 
there wasn’t much going on after 5 p.m. 
That meant people often had to leave 
for home early. He saw an opportunity 
to provide them with the outstanding 
entertainment they were seeking.  

Starting with a local group of artists 
and progressing steadily over the venue’s 
23-year history to nationally known acts 
and even now self-producing musicals 
based on best-selling books, the Blue 
Gate Theatre has become a cornerstone 

of the Shipshewana experience.  
Blue Gate Theatre now offers over 

380 shows a year, 120 national acts and 
a collection of over a dozen hit musicals, 
Rohrer said. This year, the Blue Gate 
Stage will feature artists like Josh Turner, 
Michael W. Smith, the Oak Ridge Boys, 
38 Special, Clint Black and many more.

“The Blue Gate provides world-class 
entertainment in the heart of Shipshe-
wana,” Rohrer said. “These are nationally 
known artists that tour operators’ guests 
will love. Plus, the musicals featured on 
the Music Hall stage are often Amish 
themed and provide engaging, uplifting 
and often hilarious stories and music that 
are beloved by even the most reluctant 
theater attendees. Add on the fantastic, 
one-stop dinner-theater-hotel planning 
the Blue Gate staff provides and it’s an 
extra-easy addition to any tour.”

Blue Gate can set up meals and 
accommodations as well as special back-
stage tours and interactions with actors. 

“The unique musicals provide a 
surprising and uplifting experience 
punctuated by the amazing vocal talent 

Blue Gate Theatre provides world-class 
entertainment in heart of Shipshewana

Blue Gate Hospitality
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thisisindiana.org/group-travel

that many don’t expect to see in a ‘little 
town’ like Shipshewana,” Rohrer said. 
“‘Big-name’ national acts coming to 
Shipshewana are also ‘wow’ factors for 
groups rolling into a town with just over 
700 permanent residents. But really, the 
whole experience of Shipshewana and 

the Blue Gate performances make for a 
great visit, the effortless transitions be-
tween the hotel, restaurant and theater 
and the special attention groups receive 
make the shows, food and accommoda-
tions that much more enjoyable.” 

Blue Gate Musicals debut in Shipshe-

wana but then are performed across the 
country in several theaters. n

Blue Gate Theatre
888-447-4725
thebluegate.com

Blue Gate Hospitality
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GIRLFRIEND
Getaways It’s easy to build a faith-based 

itinerary in southern Indiana’s Dubois 
County. 

Start with Monastery Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand, known as 
the Castle on the Hill. This is one of the 
nation’s largest communities of Benedic-
tine women.

The distinctive, Romanesque dome 
rises majestically over Ferdinand, stand-
ing at 87 feet from the floor and measur-
ing 32½ feet in diameter. Throughout 
the church, 89 angels are present, 16 of 
which are depicted on the stained-glass 
windows surrounding the dome. 

Experience the sisters’ serene lifestyle 
with a guided tour of the recently re-
stored church. 

While on the property, it’s possible 
to stop for an ale at St. Benedict’s Brew 
Works. It is believed to be the only 
U.S. craft brewery on the grounds of a 
women’s religious community. 

The Monastery Gift Shop specializes in 

the sisters’ homemade bakery items and 
sells a variety of other faith-based items. 

Whitney Hall Lubbers, sales and 
marketing specialist with the Dubois 
County Visitors Center & Tourism 
Commission, said operators could split 
a group between the gift shop and the 
brewery, which are next to each other.

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Jasper 
is another magnificent religious struc-
ture. The 1880 Romanesque, Old World-
style church was built by the early 
parishioners and showcases priceless 
German stained-glass windows. 

“Receive a guided tour for your group, 
allowing them to experience beautiful 
artwork, 94-foot columns and the inter-
esting history,” Lubbers Hall said.

The “Trail of Faith” historic church 
trail features a collection of 19 churches 
in Dubois County. A group can start and 
stop wherever it would like along the trail 
or pick and choose the churches to visit. 
The Visitor Center has step-on guides 

Create a faith-based tour 
in Dubois County 

Monastery Immaculate Conception, Ferdinand

GTM/David Hoekman
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Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination 
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern 
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort 
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring 
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history 
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality, 
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace. 

For itinerary recommendations contact Shelby Rice at shelby@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience! 

812-936-3418  •  vflwb.com/groups  •

available for a small fee.
“The grand magnitude of these 

beautifully formed structures filled 
with detailed artwork leave guests in 
awe.” Lubbers Hall said. “Also, there is 
a spiritual presence that exists in these 
locations that also creates feelings of 
peace and joy. These combined feelings 
are overwhelming and have the highest 
impact. In addition, learning how these 
religious attractions came to exist in 
all of their glory is interesting to learn 
about. Plus, the tour guides do a won-
derful job of telling personal journeys 
and fun stories along the way.” 

Although not in Dubois County, Saint 
Meinrad Archabbey is located nearby in 
St. Meinrad. Founded in 1854 by monks 
of the Abbey of Einsiedeln in Switzerland, 
Saint Meinrad Archabbey offers guided 
group tours of its grounds and huge, 
castle-like church, with advance notice.

The staff at the Dubois County Visi-
tors Center offers free custom itinerary 

planning and can make reservations, of-
fer driving and parking suggestions, and 
provide goody bags for guests. n

 

Dubois County Visitors Center
 & Tourism Commission
812-482-9115 
visitduboiscounty.com

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Jasper

GTM/David Hoekman
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Sault Ste. Marie

Sault Ste. Marie, the oldest city in Michigan, is where 
manmade marvels meet natural wonders.

The “Soo” sits between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 
The world-famous Soo Locks along the St. Marys River allow 
mammoth 1,000-foot freighters to traverse the Great Lakes. 

“Sault Ste. Marie is an all-seasons destination with just 
as much fun in the winter as there is during the summer,” 
said Nick Nolan, information specialist at the Sault Ste. Marie 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Come experience well-
groomed snowmobile trails sprawling across the eastern 
Upper Peninsula or try your hand at snowshoeing in lantern-lit 
forests in the winter. When the weather is warmer, hop aboard 
a Soo Locks Boat Tour and get up close to lake freighters and 
even pass through the Soo Locks yourself.”

Sault Ste. Marie Convention & Visitors Bureau
906-632-3366
saultstemarie.com

Bring or rent skis and try 
out the beautiful Algonquin 
Cross-Country Ski Trail. 
Just a short drive from 
downtown Sault Ste. Marie, 
the trail’s loops provide a 
great opportunity to connect 
with nature and take in some 
of the best sights winter offers 
both during the day and at 
night. The trail is in the Lake 
Superior State Forest.

Algonquin Cross-Country   
 Ski Trail
906-632-3366
saultstemarie.com

itinerary planner

The Sault Seal 
Recreation Area is the 
Soo’s premier skiing, 
snowboarding and tubing 
location for kids and adults. 
Slide down the well-groomed 
Minneapolis hill and receive 
a lift back up to the top. Sault 
Seal has seven tubing runs 
with two lifts. A heated chalet 
is on-site. 

Sault Seal Recreation Area
906-632-5768
saultcity.com/sault-seal-
 recreation-area

Rise 21 feet up from 
Lake Huron into Lake 
Superior on a Soo Locks 
Boat Tour. These nearly 
two-hour narrated tours 
provide an exciting look into 
the history of the Sault Ste. 
Marie waterfront both on 
the American and Canadian 
side of the St. Marys River. 
Special dinner, lighthouse 
and fireworks cruises are 
available.

Soo Locks Boat Tours
800-432-6301
soolocks.com

With an ever-growing 
shopping area, downtown 
Sault Ste. Marie is the 
perfect place to grab a bite 
to eat and find the perfect 
gift. Downtown stores carry a 
range of items: from big-brand 
names to unique homemade 
items. The area cuisine takes 
advantage of local catches, 
such as whitefish.

Sault Ste. Marie 
 Convention & Visitors 
 Bureau
906-632-3366
saultstemarie.com

Sault Ste. Marie CVB

EXPLORE PLAY LEARN DISCOVER
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TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES   |   TRAM TOURS   |   CAFÉ    
GIFT SHOP  |  FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

MEIJERGARDENS.ORG    |    1-888-957-1580 
NEAREST TO I-96 AND EAST BELTLINE AVENUE

1000 East Beltline Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

20-148_FMG&SP_GroupTourNE_Spring4.75x2.25_Ad_vs1.indd   1 1/8/20   12:09 PM

E
X

P
E

R
IE

N
C

E

G R O U P  T O U R S
M U S K E G O N ,  M I
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Motawi Tileworks in Ann Arbor 
brings visitors into the process and story 
of its beautiful, handmade ceramic tiles.

Founder, owner and artistic direc-
tor Nawal Motawi said she’s been letting 
people in since the days of creating tiles 
in her garage and taking them to the Ann 

Arbor Farmers Market. 
Now, 27 years later, visitors to The 

Tileworks learn how she built a successful 
business combining her art school and 
business knowledge and become part of 
the story themselves.

“I know that our tile connects people 

to something,” Motawi said. “It connects 
them to a place they know or a time they 
know or a person.”

On a tour at The Tileworks, groups 
hear directly from the tilemakers, an in-
teraction Motawi said is often visitors’ fa-
vorite part. Tour members move through 
the procedure step by step, starting with 
how a tile is molded and pressed. They 
are then led farther into the factory to 
learn about the kiln process and watch as 
tiles are hand-dyed in rich, freshly mixed 
colors.

Groups are able to sculpt their own 
tiles during Make-a-Tile workshops.

“What’s really cool is when you walk 
into the area where they’re working,” 
Motawi said. “Those people are focused! 
And it’s grown-ups, it’s not just for kids. 
I love that grown-ups are in there going 
way out of their comfort zone, usually, in 
sculpting something and fussing over it. 

Motawi Tileworks connects people, builds tradition 

Contact Group Sales Manager Jenise Collins
at (248) 336-5841 or jcollins@dzs.org.

www.detroitzoo.orgOpen 362 days a year.

Big cats.
Bigger habitat.

See the new
Devereaux Tiger Forest

GroupTours_Tigers_4.75x2.25_Winter2020.pdf   1   10/15/2019   4:58:57 PM

Kristen Nichols

Mitch Segall, 
production generalist
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When you visit Detroit, you’re in good 

company. More than just Motown, our musical influence 

spans all genres. Jack White’s Third Man Records is an 

innovator in the world of vinyl records, offering special tours of 

their state-of-the-art vinyl production facility in the heart of 

Detroit’s historic Midtown neighborhood. So what are you 

waiting for? Detroit. It’s GO time.

Scan to explore more
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They’re really engaged. I love it.”
For groups up for more of a challenge, 

there are Glaze-a-Tile workshops, where 
The Tileworks’ professional bulb glazers 
show participants how to fill the glaze 
into the small lines in the tile. Motawi 
said people really enjoy that challenge 
and that there are serial Glaze-a-Tile 
participants.

“People will bring their friends back,” 
Motawi said. “There are people who 
have been on our tour four or five times 
because when they have friends in town, 
they bring them here, take a tour, then 
they go to Zingerman’s Roadhouse for 
lunch, so it’s part of sort of an iconic Ann 
Arbor trip.” n

Motawi Tileworks
734-213-0017 
motawi.com

Motawi Tileworks



30 March 2020

F O R  E V E R Y  S E A S O N

HOLLAND
FREE Group Tour Planner   |    800.506.1299  |   www.holland.org

M I C H I G A N

 See the blooms in Holland, Michigan!  

Contact us today for event information, 
group discounts and itinerary planning. 

800-822-2770   •   www.tuliptime.com   

hollandM I C H I G A N

FOR EVERY SEASON

FREE Group Tour P lanner   |    855 .342 .7627   |    www.hol land .or g

michigan

{ TAKE IT EASY }
On your tour, unwind at one of our hotels  

along Lake Michigan. Watch the sun’s  
dramatic farewell for free. Fill your stay  
making footprints in the sand, shopping  
in quaint towns, tasting our craft wines  

and beers, and much more.
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Gilmore Car Museum is North 
America’s largest auto museum.

The 90-acre historic campus in 
Hickory Corners offers 400-plus cars of 
all eras on display and 190,000 square 
feet of exhibit space.

“Regardless of the amount of time 
groups have, from one hour to the bet-
ter part of a day, everyone — even the 
non-car person — finds something of 
interest,” said Jay A. Follis, director of 
marketing. 

Those who can stay only an hour 
should take in the museum’s ever-chang-
ing special exhibits. Docents can provide 
a quick overview that takes visitors from 
the pioneer vehicles to the muscle cars 
of the 1960s and 1970s.

Groups that have a few hours can 
explore the historic campus, where 
gasoline at the 1930s service station 
is 18 cents a gallon. Stop for lunch or 

a piece of pie in the authentic 1940s 
diner. “Window shop” at the museum’s 
dealership row, featuring Ford, Franklin, 
Cadillac and Lincoln from 1918–1948.

Tour groups are welcomed with a 

quick overview and then allowed to visit 
at their own pace.

Follis said many groups are surprised 
at how large the museum is and that it 
holds more than just cars.

Get close to auto history at Gilmore Car Museum

Gilmore Car Museum
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“They marvel at the full-size movie 
set given to the museum founder by 
his personal friend, Walt Disney,” Follis 
said. “And they are awed by a very im-
pressive collection of automotive mas-
cots, also known as hood ornaments, as 
featured on Antiques Roadshow, from 
the whimsical to Lalique Crystal.” 

Special group activities include 
antique car rides and scavenger hunts. 

A welcome/overview DVD can be sent 
to operators to play on the motorcoach 
before the group visits.

One thing that sets Gilmore Car 
Museum apart from other car museums 
is how close guests can get to history.

“We have very few ropes or barri-
ers,” Follis said. “We are also the site of 
the international museums for Frank-
lin, Model A Ford, Lincoln, Cadillac/

LaSalle, Pierce-Arrow and Classic Car 
Club of America — all seamlessly a part 
of our campus. 

“Our team is dedicated to make your 
group visit well worth your time and 
memorable for your customers.” n

Gilmore Car Museum
269-671-5089
gilmorecarmuseum.org
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A  G R A N D  G R O U P  D E S T I N A T I O N 
 

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay 
overnight and enjoy a full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for 
the day and experience our legendary Grand Luncheon Buffet, a 
multi-year winner of the TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence. 

 
1-800-33GRAND • grandhotel.com/groups

The Music House Museum

The Music House Museum is as 
much concert hall as museum.

That’s because the museum’s antique 
automated musical instruments regu-
larly play music for visitors.

“The difference between us and some 
other museums is that we actually play 
our instruments,” said Timothy Keaton, 
executive director. “It’s very entertaining.”

Most of the instruments were built 
between the 1880s and the 1920s, and 
skilled technicians keep them in operat-
ing condition.

The museum, which opened in 1983, 
is located just north of Traverse City. 

Guests enjoy a docent-guided tour 
in which all major instruments are 
explained and demonstrated, including 
the 1922 Amaryllis Mortier Dance Hall 
organ, the crown jewel of the museum’s 
mechanical instrument collection.

The collection spans from the late 
18th century to 1950, going from simple 
music boxes and player pianos to nickel-

odeons, early recorded sound and radio.
Most group tours spend between an 

hour and 90 minutes at the museum. 
Keaton said the tour can be custom-
ized to meet an operator’s time frame. A 
group rate is available.

“Groups learn about the urge man-
kind has for creating music,” Keaton 
said. “The museum helps connect people 
with the enduring magic of music.”

Listen to George Gershwin play his 
“Rhapsody in Blue” on the 1925 Webber 
Duo-Art reproducing piano. Then ex-
perience a silent film short from Laurel 
and Hardy with accompaniment on the 
1924 Wurlitzer Theatre Organ. 

Keaton said group members appreci-
ate the craftmanship and complex engi-

neering of the automated instruments. 
“But what they enjoy the most is the live 
music those instruments play,” he said. 

Additionally, there are a couple of 
self-guided galleries, a miniature city 
replica of Traverse City buildings circa 
1930 and a gift shop.

The museum offers a yearlong sched-
ule of events, such as concerts, sing-a-
longs and a silent film series.

Keaton noted The Music House Mu-
seum is now open year-round for tours. 
Operators should call ahead to make 
arrangements for a tour. n

The Music House Museum
231-938-9300
musichouse.org

Listen to rare instruments at The Music House Museum
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Bond Falls

UPtravel.com | 800-562-7134 | Contact Fred Huffman | groups@uptravel.com

Group Therapy
YOU’LL FALL IN LOVE

PHOTO: RICK VARECHA
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Great Lakes Center for the Arts is a 
new, state-of-the-art, 525-seat perform-
ing arts venue in Bay Harbor.

Groups can attend a performance or 
arrange a behind-the-scenes tour.

The center’s mission is to offer 
world-class events, year-round, across 
all genres of the performing arts at af-
fordable ticket prices. Entertainment 
includes jazz, ballet, folk music, intellec-
tual dialogue, cinema, musical theater, 
local collaborations and comedy — just 
to name a few. 

In addition to the programming, 
the thoughtful architecture and interior 
design of the center, evocative of the 
natural elements of northern Michigan, 
makes visiting a special experience.

“For nearly 20 years, northern Michi-
gan envisioned a purpose-built, state-of-

the-art professional venue to showcase 
the region’s many fine performing artists 
and welcome world-class performances 
for all to enjoy,” said Jill O’Neill, execu-
tive director. “The center is fulfilling that 
vision by offering unique performances 
and events, providing educational expe-
riences to an estimated 4,500 students 
in this second year, and serving as a 
cultural and social hub for the region.”

The center was designed with invit-
ing spaces for meetings, celebrations 
and gatherings, said Alexandra Myers, 
marketing manager.

Additionally, there is a 45-foot cinema 
screen with theatrical surround sound. 

“The center is unique in its ability to 
offer private cinema events to groups,” 
Myers said. “Because of the thoughtful 
design, careful planning and purpose-

ful elements, the team is happy to set up 
behind-the-scenes tours for groups to 
learn more about the center, its mission, 
capabilities and world-class features.”

In the center’s first year, patron 
attendance topped 20,000; there were 
40 educational experiences, a sold-out 
grand opening gala and over 75 events 
and performances. n

Great Lakes Center for the Arts
231-439-2600
greatlakescfa.org

Northern Michigan welcomes 
Great Lakes Center for the Arts 

Great Lakes Center for the Arts



34 March 2020

michigan

September 1 ~24

Lake View Hotel is a proud member of:

*

May 3 ~ May 20
September 27 ~ October 22

June 7 ~ August 31

Packaging available!

Since 1858
7452 Main Street

Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

We Love Groups!We Love Groups!

(888) 645-4522
www.lake-view-hotel.com
groupsales@lakeviewhotel.us

Looking for a tour destination where adventurous, historic attractions abound in a gorgeous,
natural setting? Bring your groups to Mackinac Island’s Lake View Hotel. From our ideal
downtown location, we offer eighty-five newly upgraded guest rooms with premium
bedding and 32” flat panel TVs, new restaurant with brewery and distillery, and an indoor
heated swimming pool. On arrival, we’ll meet your group at the ferry dock, and ensure every
detail is coordinated to your exact requirements.

2020 rates start from just $67.50* per person includ-
ing our delicious continental breakfast. Call toll free
today to schedule your stay!

Group rates are per person, double occupancy Sunday~Thursday, subject to availability, based on groups of
10 rooms or more. Rates include deluxe accommodations and continental breakfast. Rates not available on
Holidays and Special Event dates. Lilac Parade Weekend (June 12-14) rates from $115.00 double occupancy.
Complimentary room for escort with 15 paid rooms. Complimentary luggage handling to/from hotel with
purchase of our optional tour packages. Taxes, Fees, and Service Charges additional. Rates subject to change. 

INSPIRED ADVENTURES BEGIN
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.

ALL ROOMS AIR-CONDITIONED

Lake View Hotel’s staff
will personally greet you
at the ferry dock upon
arrival, and will transfer
your luggage free of
charge to/from the hotel.

LVH-GLGT-Dec2019.qxp_LVH-GLGT-Summer08.qxp  9/27/19  12:47 PM  Page 1

Groups encounter what has been 
described as “the Smithsonian of Ameri-
can magic” at the American Museum of 
Magic.

The museum in downtown Marshall 
offers two floors of original props, post-
ers and other memorabilia ranging from 
the beginnings of magic as a perfor-
mance art to the modern day. 

“Many of our adult visitors have 
fond memories of attending a magic 
show when they were younger, and the 
museum brings back to them that sense 
of wonder they had as a child,” said Sara 
Schultz, museum administrator. “We 
want visitors to walk away experiencing 
that sense of wonder — in fact, that’s 
our mission, ‘to inspire and delight the 
public with the wonder of magic, and 
document and celebrate the contribu-
tions and resilience of the magician.’”

Exhibits show how magicians 

evolved from street performers to stars 
of the stage — respectable enough for 
even royalty to attend their shows. Visi-
tors learn about the history of vaudeville 

and the effects the rise of the film indus-
try had on magic. 

The oldest object on display is a first 
edition of The Discoverie of Witchcraft 
from 1584, the first printed English book 
to show how magic tricks are done.  

Group tours can be guided or self-
guided, but the museum highly recom-
mends the guided tour. A typical tour is 
one hour, but groups should allow for an 
additional 15 minutes for taking pho-
tos and browsing the small gift shop. A 
shorter tour can be arranged.

A one-hour magic performance can 
be added on to a tour.

“Our magicians love to stick around 
and talk about magic with the group if 
the group has time,” Schultz said. n

American Museum of Magic
269-781-7570
americanmuseumofmagic.com

Experience wonder at American Museum of Magic

American Museum of Magic
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Minnesota
Stillwater

Set on the banks of the St. Croix River, Stillwater is known as 
the birthplace of Minnesota.

In 1848, Stillwater was the site of the territorial convention 
that led to Minnesota’s statehood a decade later. Meanwhile, the 
town grew rapidly as its lumber industry thrived.

Stillwater’s most famous landmark is the Stillwater Lift Bridge. 
Built in 1931, the bridge connects Minnesota and Wisconsin.

“Bring your group to Stillwater to see an inspiring town where 
history and beauty are perfectly preserved yet lively with new 
restaurants, breweries, shops, bike trails and boutique hotels,” 
said Christie Rosckes, marketing director for Discover Stillwater.

Discover Stillwater
651-351-1717
discoverstillwater.com

Take a narrated tour on 
the Stillwater Trolley. See 
views of the St. Croix River 
valley. Learn how Stillwater 
evolved from a booming 
lumber town and see the 
renovated mansions of the 
lumber barons. Hear stories 
of the rich and famous who 
visited Stillwater and the 
lumberjacks who worked in 
the forests. 

Stillwater Trolley
651-430-0352
stillwatertrolley.com

itinerary planner

Saint Croix Vineyards, 
located on the edge of 
Stillwater, was founded in 
1992. Its wines have won 
more than 100 prestigious 
awards in national and 
international competitions. 
Operators can arrange private 
tastings and special tours. 
Aamodt’s Apple Farm and 
Thor’s Hard Cider also are on 
the property.

Saint Croix Vineyards
651-430-3310
scvwines.com

Board a Stillwater River 
Boats paddle-wheeler for 
a lunch or dinner cruise on 
the St. Croix River. Boats 
feature enclosed and climate-
controlled levels with patio 
viewing decks on top. Meals 
are served buffet-style. A 
private charter on one of the 
company’s six riverboats also 
is possible.

Stillwater River Boats
651-430-1234
stillwaterriverboats.com

Downtown Stillwater has 
more than 60 independent 
shops offering a mix of 
antique stores, boutiques, gift 
shops, art galleries, home 
décor and furniture stores, 
specialty clothing shops and 
gourmet foods. The shops 
are conveniently located 
along a six-block stretch of 
Main Street, one block west 
of the river. 

Discover Stillwater
651-351-1717
discoverstillwater.com

Clockwise from top: Discover Stillwater (3), Saint Croix Vineyards, Discover Stillwater

RIDE SIP CRUISE SHOP
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612.767.8016
www.minneapolis.org/groups

For an interesting blend of history 
and intrigue in Saint Paul, book a tour 
of Wabasha Street Caves with Down In 
History.

The sandstone caves on the south 
shore of the Mississippi River were made 
in the 1840s to mine silica. The caves 

played a role in the city’s gangster past.
Wabasha Street Caves’ Down In His-

tory offers a variety of tours.
Co-owner Donna Bremer said the 

Historic Cave Tour is a 40-minute tour 
of both the finished portion (three 
parallel caves) and unfinished caves (two 

parallel caves).  
“All of our guides are improv actors 

so there is interaction with the group 
along with the history,” Bremer said. 
“Visitors will hear how the caves came to 
be, about the mushroom farming in the 
caves, about the speakeasy and night-

Wabasha Street Caves delivers fun, Saint Paul history

EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM

HERMANN THE GERMAN
NEW ULM, MN

Credit: Brett Whaley
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club in the caves and some interesting 
gangster tales from the 1930s when they 
would frequent the caves.” 

Making history fun is the tagline of 
Down In History.

“Our Historic Cave Tour is a great 
filler if a group has an hour between ac-
tivities,” Bremer said. “We are a favorite 
of all ages, and we also offer two-hour 

bus tours guided by our character actors 
that can fill in a whole day if needed.”

Bremer said many groups like seeing 
how expansive the cave space is and how 
the Castle Royal nightclub looked when 
the gangsters were there dancing the 
night away.  

“We have tried to return it to its 
original 1930s look and feel,” she said.

Some of the company’s bus tours 
include the “Saint Paul Gangster Tour,” 
“Mill City Mobs-tour,” “Uff Dah! Tour,” 
“No Blarney Tour” and “Twin Town 
Tacky Tour.”

A catered themed lunch can be of-
fered for groups that take the Historic 
Cave Tour. n

Wabasha Street Caves/
 Down In History
651-224-1191
wabashastreetcaves.comDown In History
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Ohio
Holmes County

Holmes County/Amish Country is found in northeast-central 
Ohio. The region is about 70 miles south of Cleveland.

About 36,000 Amish residents make the area the largest 
Amish community in the world. Centered in Holmes County, Amish 
Country extends into each of the surrounding five counties. The 
Amish community has existed in this part of Ohio since 1809.

Attractions and hospitality facilities in Amish Country are 
very much group friendly while still offering the authentic Amish 
experience. Down-home food experiences are very popular 
among groups, as are the nightlife and live entertainment options.

Other top draws are the scenery, quilts, furniture and locally 
produced food. 

Holmes County/Amish Country welcomes about 4 million 
visitors each year.

Holmes County Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau
330-674-3975
visitamishcountry.com

Head to Victorian House 
Museum in Millersburg. The 
28-room Queen Anne-style 
home serves as the Holmes 
County Historical Society’s 
museum of Victoriana and 
collection of Holmes County 
history. L.H. Brightman, an 
industrialist from Cleveland, 
had the house built in 1902. 
Luncheons, teas and dinners 
can be arranged for groups.

Holmes County
 Historical Society
330-674-0022
holmeshistory.com

itinerary planner

Check out Coblentz 
Chocolate Company 
headquarters in Walnut 
Creek. The showroom 
includes a viewing gallery into 
the production area so that 
visitors can watch delicious 
confections being created. 
Chocolates are hand-dipped, 
and truffles are hand-rolled. 
Signature chocolates include 
chocolate caramels, almond 
bark, cherry cordials and 
peanut clusters.

Coblentz
 Chocolate Company
800-338-9341
coblentzchocolates.com

Amish Country Theater 
shows are performed in a 
600-seat auditorium in Berlin, 
complete with state-of-the art 
lighting, video and sound. 
Shows present clean comedy 
adventure and feature live 
bluegrass music, hilarious 
actors, comedians and 
ventriloquists. Prepare for knee-
slappin’ fun. A pre-show buffet 
dinner is optional. Special 
events, such as concerts, also 
are held at the theater.

Amish Country Theater
888-988-7469
amishcountrytheater.com

Ohio Star Theater 
is located on the Dutch 
Valley Restaurant campus 
in Sugarcreek. The theater 
plays host to live musicals, 
concerts and comedy acts 
year-round. Sit back for a 
family friendly production. 
The theater is conveniently 
located just steps from 
Carlisle Inn Sugarcreek, 
Dutch Valley Gifts, Dutch 
Valley Market and Dutch 
Valley Restaurant. 

Ohio Star Theater 
855-344-7547
dhgroup.com/theater

Holmes County Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau

TOUR TASTE ENJOY RELAX
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Start coasting.
Discover Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores & Islands 
and experience our Group Tour Partners!
Make planning a breeze with one phone call 
for customized services and itineraries. 

800.255.3743 
groups.SHORESandISLANDS.com

BEGIN YOUR ADVENTURE 
 IN BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO 

visitbelmontcounty.com 
740-695-4359 Call for a free visitors guide 

Historic ambiance meets a vibrant 
dining experience at the Golden Lamb 
Restaurant and Hotel in Lebanon.

The Golden Lamb is Ohio’s longest 
continually operating business. Jonas Sea-
man founded the establishment in 1803 — 
the same year Ohio became a state.

“The Golden Lamb is a historic 
property with really deep roots in War-
ren County,” said Hannah Carver, media 
director. “The Golden Lamb has hosted, 
entertained and provided lodging for 
many notable guests, including 12 U.S. 
presidents. You can walk the same halls 
as Charles Dickens and Mark Twain.”

Nine dining rooms of various sizes 
are available.

The dining rooms, newly remodeled 
Black Horse Tavern, hotel guest rooms 
and five private dining rooms all tell a 
story. Each dining room is named for 
a guest and decorated in honor of that 
guest. For instance, the Dickens dining 
room is full of bookcases, framed prints 
paying tribute to the English author and 
a collection of his books.

“Being a historic property, we serve 
a lot of classic favorites that families and 
friends have enjoyed for generations, 
like fried chicken,” Carver said. “But we 
also take pride in our new, seasonally-
inspired dishes.”

Each meal is prepared from scratch 
using high-quality fresh ingredients 
sourced from local farms and providers. 
The Golden Lamb recently started its 

own farm with vegetables, herbs, mel-
ons, a field of popcorn, several head of 
cattle, a berry patch and five beehives.

“When a group eats here, they’re shar-

ing a legacy more than 200 years in the 
making,” Carver said. “It’s incredible.”

Operators need to arrange a group 

Hospitality shines at Golden Lamb

Golden Lamb Restaurant and Hotel

Continued on page 41
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Where History  
& Adventure Await

Catch the Spirit of the Roaring 
20s at the National Museum 

of Cambridge Glass!

www.fpconservatory.org

Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing.
Choose from a variety of guided tours and hands-on experiences, including 

a visit to the newly opened National Veterans Memorial and Museum. For your 
group’s next memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com/tours.

Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing. Choose 
from a variety of guided tours and hands-on experiences, including a visit to the 
recently opened National Veterans Memorial and Museum. For your group’s next 

memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com/tours.

200106_Experience_Columbus-Group_Tour_Ad.indd   1 1/15/20   1:06 PM



www.velveticecream.com

FAMILY, FUN 
& ICE CREAM! visitguernseycounty.com   

800.933.5480

Where History  
& Adventure Await

Catch the Spirit of the Roaring 
20s at the National Museum 

of Cambridge Glass!

www.fpconservatory.org

Columbus group tours are designed to be as fun as they are intriguing.
Choose from a variety of guided tours and hands-on experiences, including 

a visit to the newly opened National Veterans Memorial and Museum. For your 
group’s next memorable getaway, visit experiencecolumbus.com/tours.
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meal in advance. Carver said a program 
about the property and guided tours 
can be added. Self-guided tours are an 
option as well. 

The heritage of a nearby Shaker set-
tlement, Wisdom’s Paradise, is presented 
in two museum rooms filled with period 
Shaker furniture and rare artifacts. More 
than two centuries of history of the 

Golden Lamb’s innkeepers is displayed 
in the museum room of a 19th-century 
innkeeper’s daughter, Sara. n

Golden Lamb Restaurant and Hotel
513-932-5065
goldenlamb.com

Golden Lamb, continued from page 39

Golden Lamb Restaurant and Hotel
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Warren G. Harding Presidential Center 
Opening July 2020, Marion, Ohio   

Historic Palace Theatre     Lawrence Orchards     Popcorn Museum 
Shamrock Winery    Union Railroad Station    Early Machinery Museum 

 Ask about our itineraries 
for presidential sites 

throughout Ohio.  
 

visitmarionohio.com  

800-371-6688 

Top attractions and a variety of hands-
on activities help make Lima and Allen 
County a natural fit for group tours.

“We pride ourselves on our local 
gems in a variety of interests includ-
ing hands-on crafts, delicious eateries, 
intriguing historical spots, and inspira-
tional and artistic adventures,” said Cara 
Venturella, director of tourism and com-
munication at Visit Greater Lima.

Guided tours offered by the knowl-
edgeable docents at Allen County Mu-
seum and MacDonell House Victorian 
Mansion are consistently popular.

Venturella said Visit Greater Lima 
has fashioned a “Locally Crafted” 
itinerary featuring heavily requested 
local gems. Some of the options include 
pottery making, cupcake decorating 
(and competition), tea tasting, candle 
making, jewelry designing, coffee tast-
ing, educational classes, calligraphy and 

nature programs.
“The groups we’ve worked with in re-

cent months have been requesting a lot 

of hand-on experiential activities, and 
we have crafted a list of experiences that 
are sure to give visitors a real sense of 
who we are and what the Greater Lima 
area has to offer,” Venturella said. 

Visit Greater Lima helps tour opera-
tors by designing itineraries, suggesting 
dining options, organizing entertain-
ment and coordinating lodging.

“We can work together to plan from 
our pre-formed itineraries or build a 
custom tour designed specifically for 
their group,” Venturella said. “We will 
take care of all reservations and plan-
ning leading up to a group’s visit. I will 
be there every step of the way to ensure 
that each group and guest is taken care 

Build ‘Locally Crafted’ itinerary in Lima/Allen County

Visit Greater Lima
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YOUR ROCK & ROLL 
EXPERIENCE AWAITS
Your group can pick up gear to make some noise inside  
The Garage and live their dream of being a rock star!

Start planning a ROCK STAR EXPERIENCE for your group today by contacting 216-515-1228 or sales@rockhall.org

of and is ensured a great time. We have 
a variety of local treats. We can work 
together to arrange so that each guest 
leaves with some great memories and a 
few mementos to remember their time 
spent in our community.”

Tourism specialists are available 
to act as step-on guides or simply to wel-
come a group upon arrival.

A variety of Greater Lima eateries are 
group friendly. Venturella said the most 
requested is the Old Barn Out Back, 
located in a historic barn. The locally 
owned, family restaurant takes pride in 
serving the best group-friendly coun-
try style meals, including homemade 
noodles and baked goods. The restau-
rant’s homemade cinnamon rolls are 
especially well known, and most visitors 
take home a bag. 

Lima Lantern Tours are offered two 
weekends each October. These haunted 
historical tours take place in downtown 
Lima and at Woodlawn Cemetery. 

“The Lima Lantern Tours welcomes 
visitors to learn about our rich and 
sometimes eerie history while get-
ting up-close encounters with some of 
the most beautiful architecture in the 
region,” Venturella said. “Special guests 
are a regular thing for the tours as well 
as added special activities each year.” 

Groups are welcome to book their 
own private lantern tours that can be 
guided walking tours or trips on the 
Downtown Lima trolley. n

 
Visit Greater Lima
419-222-6075
visitgreaterlima.com

Visit Greater Lima
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Explore treasures on Lake Erie’s shore 

Cleveland
By David Hoekman

 First-rate attractions and a superb 
arts and culture scene make Cleveland 
perfect for group tours.
 Destination Cleveland helps tour 
operators review all the options in order 
to get the most out of a trip to the city. 
 “Our team provides the essential 
personal touch when groups come 
to town to experience our world-class 
sports, culture and rock ’n’ roll,” 
said Jane Tougouma, CTIS, CSTP, 
Destination Cleveland group tour 
manager. “From customized itineraries 
that showcase the region’s hot spots 
and local must-gos to welcome parties 
when groups step off the bus in the city, 
Destination Cleveland is here to be a 
resource for tour operators.”

Out and about
 For a good introduction to Cleveland, 

consider booking a Lolly the Trolley 
City Sightseeing Tour. While visiting the 
downtown, the Flats, University Circle 
and Ohio City, hear about the city and its 
history. Specialty tours can be arranged.
 Downtown Cleveland is full of 
grand buildings, including The Arcade 
Cleveland. This was one of America’s 
first indoor shopping centers when it 
opened in 1890. The Arcade has been 
renovated and is as impressive now as 
the day it opened.
 For an awe-inspiring lunch, head to 
the Heinen’s grocery store in downtown 
Cleveland — located in the Cleveland 
Trust Rotunda Building. This is a grocery 
store like no other. Eat under an 85-foot-
high dome with Tiffany-style stained-
glass panels and Italian Renaissance-
inspired touches. 
 West Side Market is another foodie 

extravaganza in Cleveland. Built in 1912, 
the market is packed with fresh produce, 
meats, baked goods and ethnic foods. 
 “Cleveland Starts Here” at the 
Cleveland History Center shows how a 
small wilderness town developed into 
an industrial giant and a world-class 
center for the arts, education and health 
care. Have the group take a ride on 
the restored 1910 Euclid Beach Park 
Grand Carousel. Customized group tour 
options are available.
 A Christmas Story House is the 
restored house where parts of the 1983 
comedy movie A Christmas Story were 
filmed. Across the street is A Christmas 
Story Museum, full of original props, 
costumes and memorabilia from the 
movie, plus hundreds of rare behind-the-
scenes photos.

Cleveland script sign, Edgewater Park

Picture this
Gather the group together 
for a photo in front of one of 
the Cleveland script signs.



Clockwise from top: GTM/David Hoekman, Destination Cleveland, 
GTM/David Hoekman, (c) Larry E. Highbaugh Jr for ThisisCleve-
land.com, Destination Cleveland

Art and drama
 Experience art of all kinds and 
from all periods at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. Starting May 24 and 
running through Aug. 23, “Picasso 
and Paper” presents nearly 300 works 
spanning the pioneering artist’s career. 
 At Playhouse Square, get a sneak 
peek at where the magic happens on 
a behind-the-scenes tour. With five 
fully restored historic theaters (built 
in 1921–1922), Playhouse Square 
is considered the world’s largest 
theater restoration project. Most of the 
1,000 annual performances, including 
Broadway shows, are available for group 
reservations of 15 people or more.

From Beethoven
to the Beatles
 Severance Hall, The Cleveland 
Orchestra’s home from September 
through May, offers a behind-the-
scenes tour revealing details such as 
the original tiled driveway and lotus 
flower designs. If the scheduling works 
out, hear the world-renowned orchestra.
 One of Cleveland’s most popular 
attractions is the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame — seven levels of exhibits and 
displays conveying the evolving spirit 
of rock ’n’ roll. Designed by world-
renowned architect I.M. Pei, the Rock 
Hall celebrates 25 years in Cleveland 
this year. 
 At the new, interactive “The 
Garage” exhibit, group members can 
channel their inner rock star by playing, 
mixing and recording their own hits on 
more than 15 drums, bass, guitars, 
keyboards and mixing boards. And 
after a premier at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City, “Play 
It Loud: Instruments of Rock & Roll” 
is on view in Cleveland. The exhibition 
follows rock music’s impact on society 
and culture through the instruments 
and sounds that defined its voice. 
 For jazz aficionados, schedule 
dinner and a show at Nighttown, voted 
one of the top 100 jazz clubs in the 
world by Down Beat magazine. n

Destination Cleveland
216-875-6607
thisiscleveland.com

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame exhibit

Cleveland History Center

The Arcade

Severance Hall

Playhouse Square
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Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for all the group 
tour offerings and information. Please allow at 

least two hours for your visit.

LEHMANS.COM « 800.438.5346

Lehman’s new 
year ‘round 

Christmas shop!

Shop thousands of new products and 
tour the new aspirational Tiny House on 

a Tiny Homestead only at Lehman’s 
- For a simpler life.

IF YOU HAVEN’ T   BEEN TO
you simply haven’t been! LATELY,

DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT

Amish Kitchen Cooking

OHIO STAR THEATER

Uplifting Entertainment

CARLISLE INNS

Peace & Comfort

Experience Amish Country
Sugarcreek • Walnut Creek • Berlin

Plan your next Amish
Country Getaway TODAY!

Group Packages  
Available 

Contact Group Sales
855-344-7547

GroupSales@DHGroup.com

 
 

 

Tuscarawas County in eastern Ohio 
offers groups small towns and big stories.

“From Historic Zoar Village and 
Dennison Railroad Depot Museum — 
both National Historic Landmarks — to 
a thriving Amish community, group 
tours will find a region rich with unique 
and inviting museums, beautiful land-
scapes and exciting theater venues,” said 
Julie Levengood, group tour manager 
for Tuscarawas County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

Family-friendly entertainment is 
on the playbill at Ohio Star Theater in 
Sugarcreek. 

The Performing Arts Center at Kent 
State University at Tuscarawas in New 
Philadelphia presents more than 30 
diverse events each year, including trav-
eling Broadway shows.

Trumpet in the Land, Ohio’s first 
outdoor drama, is presented summer 
evenings at Schoenbrunn Amphithe-
atre in New Philadelphia. The show is a 
dramatic telling of the story of Schoenb-
runn Village.

Experience a slice of the homefront 
during World War II at the Dennison 
Railroad Depot Museum. During the 
war, volunteers at the Depot Canteen 
served free food to more than 1.5 mil-
lion servicemen.

German Separatists founded Historic 
Zoar Village in 1817, and it thrived as 
a communal settlement for more than 

80 years. Groups may tour the historic 
museums with a costumed guide, and 
several meal options are available.

Historic Schoenbrunn Village is 
where over 300 Delaware Native Ameri-
cans and Moravian missionaries drew up 
Ohio’s first civil code in 1772 and built its 
first Christian church and schoolhouse.

A tour favorite is The Ernest Warther 
Museum & Gardens in Dover. Master 
carver Ernest Warther captured the 
evolution of the railroad steam engine by 
carving intricate working models in ebony, 
ivory and walnut. Experiential and dining 
options are available for groups, including 
meals in the Swiss-style gardens.

Levengood can work with opera-
tors to customize Tuscarawas County 
itineraries. n

Tuscarawas County Convention 
 and Visitors Bureau
800-527-3387
traveltusc.com

Group experiences await
in Tuscarawas County

Andy Donaldson Photography

CLEVELAND HISTORY CENTER
of the WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

10825 East Blvd. Cleveland OH 44106 | www.wrhs.org
Tues - Sun 10AM - 5PM @clestartshere #CLEStartsHere

Your Cleveland Experience Starts Here
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Wisconsin
Lake Geneva

Lake Geneva in southeastern Wisconsin has been taking 
care of visitors for generations. 

“We love that families and friends come here to create 
memories generation after generation,” said Stephanie 
Klett, president and CEO of VISIT Lake Geneva. “There are 
thousands of lakes in Wisconsin, but there’s something about 
Geneva Lake that just calls to you. It’s enchanting.”

In the late 1800s, the area rose to prominence as a retreat 
for magnates of business and industry in Chicago. More than 
100 of the estates can be seen via boat tours. 

The Shore Path around Geneva Lake, a 20-plus-mile walking 
path, features historic estates with well-kept lawns and gardens, 
the clear blue waters of the lake plus sailboats, excursion boats 
and antique wooden boats.

VISIT Lake Geneva
800-345-1020
visitlakegeneva.com

Head to Geneva 
Lake Museum in Lake 
Geneva. Step on to the 
brick pavement in the 
exhibit, “Main Street, Lake 
Geneva 1830–1930,” and 
step back in time. Explore 
homes, stores and a school 
room. The spacious North 
Gallery presents more of the 
history of Geneva Lake and 
surrounding communities.

Geneva Lake Museum
262-248-6060
genevalakemuseum.org

itinerary planner

Lake Geneva Canopy 
Tours provides outdoor 
adventures the entire year. In 
addition to a 2½ hour zip line 
canopy tour of the treetops, 
the 100-acre property also is 
home to a high ropes course 
made up of 16 suspended 
obstacles, and about 12 
miles of arbor trails for hiking 
or biking.

Lake Geneva Canopy Tours
262-214-6986
lakegenevacanopy
 tours.com

Tristan Crist Magic 
Theatre in Lake Geneva 
is open year-round. Crist, a 
master illusionist, delivers 
large illusions in an intimate 
setting with tiered theater-
style seats. Watch a woman 
get cut in two, objects levitate 
and a motorcycle appear in 
two seconds from impossible 
conditions. Group rates start 
at 30 people.

Tristan Crist Magic Theatre
262-248-0505
lakegenevamagic.com

Group tours are a 
specialty at Lake Geneva 
Cruise Line. Experience 
Geneva Lake with a narrated 
boat tour. A wide variety of 
unique sightseeing tours 
provide great views of 
the beautiful estates and 
mansions that line the shores. 
See a unique mail delivery 
with the Mailboat Special 
Delivery Package.

Lake Geneva Cruise Line
262-248-6206
cruiselakegeneva.com

GTM/David Hoekman

DISCOVER DO ENJOY CRUISE
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Jelly Belly Visitor Center
10100 Jelly Belly Lane

Pleasant Prairie, WI
JellyBelly.com • 1-866-868-7522

Store Hours 9am-5pm

Tours & Interactive 
Exhibits Daily 9am–4pm

More than you’d ever expect!

www.firesidetheatre.com 
Fort Atkinson, WI | 800-477-9505

SUPERB MUSICALS 
MEMORABLE DINING 
SPECTACULAR SHOPS 
FABULOUS SERVICE

wisconsin

From a lakefront that stretches 
for miles to the unique charms of 
lighthouses, streetcars and museum 
tours, Kenosha has something for 
everyone. Schedule a group tour and 
prepare for unexpected fun.

TOUR CHARMING.

VISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groupsVISITKENOSHA.COM/groups

When Conrad Seipp decided to build 
a summer retreat in the late 1880s, he 
selected 8 acres on Geneva Lake. 

Black Point Estate and Gardens was 
completed in 1888 for Seipp, a German 
immigrant and Chicago beer baron.

Many prosperous Chicago business-
men of the era built estates on the lake 
to escape the city’s pollution, hustle and 
bustle, and summer heat.

Trains whisked the people from Chi-
cago to the town of Lake Geneva. From 

there, they used steam yachts to get to 
the grand lakeside homes.

“Black Point is the epitome of 
Victorian summer estates,” said David 
Desimone, site coordinator. 

A 90-minute tour reveals how Seipp’s 
success was reflected in his ornate 
Queen Anne Victorian summer home 
and lifestyle on Geneva Lake.

The 8,000-square-foot cottage had 13 
bedrooms and one bathroom.

Four generations of Seipp’s descen-

dants used the cottage each summer 
until his great-grandson donated the 20-
room house, its grounds and furnishings 
to the state of Wisconsin in September 
2005 for use as a historic site.

Today’s visitors get a sense of what 
summer living on Geneva Lake was like 
in the early 1900s.

“You can see the appeal of building 
these houses,” Desimone said. “The lake 
is gorgeous. It’s far enough to be away, 
but it’s still convenient.”

Step into original American dream 
at Black Point Estate GTM/David Hoekman
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Architect Adolph Cudell designed 
Black Point.

 “These homes were built to impress,” 
Desimone said. “The Victorian orna-
mentation is all just for show.”

The width of the wrap-around ve-
randa ranges from 8 to 16 feet. Visitors 
are able to relax on the wicker furniture 
and catch a summer breeze.

Black Point Estate and Gardens is 

open for tours from May through Octo-
ber. Visitors can reach the site by boat, 
just as Seipp’s family and friends did in a 
bygone era. It’s also possible for groups 
to arrive by motorcoach. Reservations 
are required for either option.

The first floor and estate grounds are 
wheelchair accessible. Garden pathways 
are level, paved brick roads. The boat 
tour is recommended only for those 

able to negotiate landings from the pier 
to the house and a series of about 120 
steps. The boat tour is not wheelchair 
accessible.

The length of the tour can be modi-
fied to fit a group’s needs. n

Black Point Estate and Gardens
262-248-1888
blackpointestate.org

GTM/David Hoekman
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Castlerock Museum

To examine the ancient grace of iron 
clothing, head to Castlerock Museum in 
Alma.

Castlerock Museum offers a world-
class collection of authentic arms and 
armor worn and used by Grecians, Ro-
mans, Dark Age warriors, Vikings, Cru-
sader knights and Renaissance “knights 
in shining armor.” Visitors can see over 
2,000 years of history in a building that 
looks like a castle.

“All of the other larger collections of 
ancient and medieval arms and armor 
are located in art institutes in big cities,” 
said William Jon Wolcott, executive 
director. “Castlerock Museum’s collec-
tion is in a small town in Wisconsin 
along the Great River Road. Every single 
piece in the museum was collected by 
Gary Schlosstein, the museum’s founder, 
over the last 39 years, and it is almost all 
original.”

The museum building looks like a cas-
tle and was specially built and designed 
to house the Castlerock collection.

Castlerock Museum arises out of the 
personal collection of Schlosstein, a re-
tired Wisconsin judge and the museum’s 
curator and president.

“Visitors enjoy seeing these rare arti-
facts and learning about how they were 
used,” Wolcott said. “There are some 
amazing artifacts in the museum, such 
as a sword with the names of Jesus and 
Mary on the blade that might have been 
used in the crusades.”

Rather than showing armor from 
isolated periods of time, Castlerock 
Museum has a series of chronologically 
arranged displays. Each display focuses 
on a different civilization. The story of 
arms and armor throughout the ages is 

presented.
Castlerock Museum offers both 

guided and self-guided tours depending 
on the size of the group.

The museum is open from 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday year-round and 
on Sunday from June through August. 
The museum is open other days by ap-
pointment. n

Castlerock Museum
608-685-4231
castlerockmuseum.com

Castlerock Museum traces armor’s development
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Connecticut
Bridgeport

Located in Fairfield County, Bridgeport is a seaport at the 
mouth of the Pequonnock River on Long Island Sound.

“A haven for history, arts and culture, the City of Bridgeport 
offers visitors ample opportunities to engage — whether 
with American visionaries like P.T. Barnum, award-winning 
productions or animals from around the world,” said Randy 
Fiveash, director at Connecticut Office of Tourism. “These 
experiences, paired with the natural beauty of its coastline, 
make Bridgeport a desirable destination year-round.”

In addition to the attractions in this itinerary planner, 
Connecticut Office of Tourism suggests tour operators consider 
Housatonic Museum of Art (pictured at right) and Adventure 
Park at the Discovery Museum.

Connecticut Office of Tourism
888-288-4748
ctvisit.com

The Barnum Museum 
gallery is currently installed 
in the People’s United Bank 
building behind the historic 
museum. See artifacts that 
belonged to 19th-century 
entrepreneur and entertainer 
P.T. Barnum and Tom Thumb. 
The museum is recovering 
after a tornado and multiple 
hurricanes and creating new 
and vibrant exhibits to immerse 
visitors in Barnum’s world.

The Barnum Museum 
203-331-1104
barnum-museum.org

itinerary planner

Blue Ox Axe Throwing 
opened in Bridgeport in 
October 2019. Each lane 
is gated off to contain the 
throwers and axes. An axe 
master walks everyone 
through proper throwing 
technique and safety before 
the throwing begins. The 
highly trained axe master 
remains near the party 
throughout the event.

Blue Ox Axe Throwing
203-572-0400
blueoxaxethrowing.com

Musicals, concerts and 
children’s theater productions 
are performed at Downtown 
Cabaret Theatre, a 
downtown Bridgeport fixture 
since 1976. Located in a 
converted YWCA, the theater 
draws on Connecticut and 
New York talent. The Cabaret 
facility was renovated in 
1995. Group discounts are 
broken into four tiers.

Downtown Cabaret Theatre
203-576-1634, ext. 102
dtcab.com/groups

Head to Connecticut’s 
Beardsley Zoo to see 
more than 300 animals 
representing primarily North 
and South American species. 
Learn about the zoo’s many 
endangered and threatened 
species, which include 
the Amur (Siberian) tiger, 
Andean condor, red wolf, 
maned wolf, giant anteater 
and golden lion tamarin.

Connecticut’s
 Beardsley Zoo
203-394-6565
beardsleyzoo.org

Connecticut Office of Tourism

TOUR DO ENJOY EXPLORE
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Bruce Museum

Bruce Museum in Greenwich was 
originally built as a private home in 
1853 for lawyer and clergyman Francis 
Lister Hawks. 

In 1858, Robert Moffat Bruce, a 
wealthy textile merchant, bought the 
house and later deeded the property to the 
Town of Greenwich, stipulating that it be 
used as “a natural history, historical and 
art museum for the benefit of the public.” 

Today, Bruce Museum offers a 
changing array of exhibitions and 
educational programs that promote the 
appreciation of art and science. 

The museum’s collection holds more 
than 15,000 objects, including American 
paintings, watercolors and sketchbooks 
by Leonard and Mina Ochtman, George 
Wharton Edwards and Hobart Jacobs. 

Mineral and avian collections are 
also featured. 

Bruce Museum presents more than 
a dozen new exhibitions every year and 
has been voted the best museum in 
Fairfield County.  

“As a museum of art and science, the 
Bruce Museum is a compelling destina-
tion for group tours because it has exhibi-
tions and objects that appeal to visitors of 
all interests,” said Scott Smith, director of 
marketing and communications.  

Main galleries reopened Feb. 1 after 
five months of renovations. The project 
was part of The New Bruce Campaign, 
which will double the size of the existing 

museum and add state-of-the-art exhibi-
tion, education and community spaces.

A major new international exhibi-
tion, “Edge of the World: Masterworks by 
Laurits Andersen Ring from SMK — The 
National Gallery of Denmark,” highlights 
the work of L.A. Ring (1854–1933) and is 
on view through May 24. Ring, a Realist 
and Symbolist painter, is considered one 
of the most important Danish painters in 
the decades around 1900.

Groups of eight or more require 
advance reservations. The museum can 
accommodate one busload (50 people). 
Groups of more than 25 will be split 
into two rotating tours. The museum 
has no dining facilities, but a list of local 
restaurants is available. Groups may also 
picnic on the museum grounds or in 
nearby Bruce Park. n

Bruce Museum
203-413-6744 
brucemuseum.org 

Discover a world of art and science 
at Bruce Museum
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Bruce Museum

Knights of Columbus Museum

The Knights of Columbus Museum 
in New Haven features exhibits celebrat-
ing the largest Roman Catholic lay orga-
nization in the world. Visitors are able to 
explore religion through art. 

The museum, which opened in 1982, 
showcases the Catholic fraternal organi-
zation’s achievements with its founding 
principles of charity, unity, fraternity and 
patriotism. A permanent gallery also 
honors the Knights of Columbus founder, 
Venerable Michael McGivney (1852–1890).

In the lobby, visitors see a 400-year-
old cross from atop St. Peter’s Basilica. 
This was a gift from St. John Paul II in 
appreciation for the restoration of the 
basilica’s façade funded by the Knights 
of Columbus in the 1980s, when John 
Paul II was the pope. A life-size bronze 
statue of Father McGivney is also in-
stalled. The Papal Gallery showcases the 
longstanding relationship between the 
Knights of Columbus and the Vatican 
with artwork, archival materials, arti-
facts, commemorative papal medallions, 
photographs and videos. 

“The Knights of Columbus Museum 
offers a journey through history, art and 
faith,” said Peter Sonski, visitor services 
manager. “Its core exhibits trace the 
global organization’s 137 years of chari-
table service and its seasonal exhibit 
offers unique insights into historical 
events. The museum is also renowned 
for its annual Christmas displays.” 

The 170-foot-long Wall of History is a 
thematic and chronological presentation 
of the Knights of Columbus’ origins and 
development. Free-standing kiosks devoted 
to each of the supreme knights highlight 
the timeline. One of the most important 
parts is the Heroes Fund project that pro-
vided immediate assistance to families of 
emergency responders who lost their lives 
in the rescue and recovery efforts following 
the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

Admission is free at the Knights of 
Columbus Museum. There is no fee for 
tours, but groups must book in advance. 

The tour is self-guided. Each tour has a 
maximum of 50 people. n

Knights of Columbus Museum
203-865-0400 
kofcmuseum.org

Knights of Columbus Museum
shares history, art and faith



56 March 2020

Delaware
Kent County

Great tours are made up of keepsakes, souvenirs, sensations 
and experiences. Feeling a fresh peach in one’s hand, sipping 
a cold craft beer and walking on cobblestone streets can all be 
part of a tour.

In Kent County, these small pieces build on each other to 
create something unique and completely unforgettable. 

“Our villages tell the story of America,” said John Doerfler, 
sales and events manager for Kent County Tourism Corporation. 
“Stories of our country’s founding, the Underground Railroad, 
pirates, motorsports racing, the Air Force and more are all told 
here. Our office has helped group leaders connect the dots to 
make for a memorable tour of surprises.”

Delaware’s Quaint Villages
302-734-4888, ext. 103
visitdelawarevillages.com

Take a glimpse into how 
different families lived in 
the 1700s and early 1800s 
at the John Dickinson 
Plantation, located in 
Dover. Dickinson, signer of 
the U.S. Constitution, and 
known as the “Penman of 
the Revolution,” grew up on 
the plantation and called it 
his home.

John Dickinson Plantation
302-739-3277
history.delaware.gov/
 jdp_main

itinerary planner

Stay at the luxurious Dover 
Downs Hotel & Casino, 
offering the area’s largest 
variety of entertainment, 
dining options, boutique 
shopping, live table games, 
concerts and a well-appointed 
spa. Dover Downs Hotel & 
Casino is a perfect location 
for groups looking to indulge 
in gambling, shopping, local 
eateries and the spa. 

Dover Downs Hotel
 & Casino
302-674-4600
doverdowns.com

Explore the Harriet 
Tubman Underground 
Railroad Byway along with 
other Underground Railroad 
sites, including the Camden 
Friends Meeting House, 
Blackbird State Forest 
and the Old State House. 
Experience the stories of 
perseverance and bravery 
along the road to freedom.

Delaware’s Quaint Villages
302-734-4888, ext. 103
visitdelawarevillages.com

With its proximity to 
the Delaware Bay and 
Chesapeake Bay, Delaware’s 
Quaint Villages offers groups 
a variety of seafood options. 
Whether it’s a crab feast at 
Sambo’s Tavern in Leipsic or 
a seafood dinner at Seafood 
City in Felton, the area is sure 
to have a seasonal favorite 
group tours will love. 

Delaware’s Quaint Villages
302-734-4888, ext. 103
visitdelawarevillages.com

 Delaware’s Quaint Villages

TOUR STAY EXPLORE TASTE
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C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.
Plan your next group tour and earn prizes with the Delaware Motorcoach Rewards Program! 

To learn more contact, Tina.Madanat@delaware.gov. 

Travelers seek tours that tell a story. 
They wish to experience the sights and 
sounds that shaped history.  

The Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad Byway was created with just 
that in mind. 

This byway takes visitors through five 
counties and three states, retracing the 
footsteps Tubman took to find freedom.  

After escaping, Tubman returned 
about 13 times to rescue family members 
and friends.  

The tour starts at the new Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor 
Center located in Church Creek, Mary-
land, just outside of Cambridge. 

“The Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad Byway and Visitor Center was 
created with group tour opportunities 
in mind,” said Amanda Fenstermaker, 
director of Dorchester County Tourism 
in Maryland. “Many of the stops along 
the two-day itinerary are all bus and 
group friendly.”

One stop along the byway is the 
Bucktown Store, allowing guests to 
explore Harriet Tubman’s first daring act 
of defiance; and the Old State House in 
Dover, Delaware, for the stories of Un-
derground Railroad conductor Samuel 
D. Burris. 

“The stories of bravery and perse-
verance are truly incredible,” said John 
Doerfler, sales and event manager for 
Kent County Tourism Corporation. 
“Hearing them inside the buildings and 

landscapes they actually took place in 
becomes an emotional experience.”  

The entire Harriet Tubman Under-
ground Railroad Byway includes over 40 
stops. The convention and visitor bureau 
teams in Maryland and Delaware have 
created group-friendly itineraries that 
include meals and overnight stays. n

Kent County Tourism Corporation
302-734-4888, ext.103 
visitdelawarevillages.com

Dorchester County Office of Tourism
410-228-1000
visitdorchester.org

Experience Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway

Kent County Tourism Corp.
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Fall in love with Hagley!

HAGLEY.ORG/TOURS •BWIRTH@HAGLEY.ORG • (302) 658-2400, EXT. 259

THE ORIGINAL DU PONT MILLS, ESTATE, AND GARDENS 
MINUTES FROM LONGWOOD GARDENS, WINTERTHUR, AND I-95 IN WILMINGTON, DE

WE            GROUP TOURS! CONTACT US TODAY!

Take groups on a food walking tour 
that lets them taste and savor the best of 
historic downtown Rehoboth Beach. 

On an Eating Rehoboth tour, discover 
why the Rehoboth area is one of the na-
tion’s fastest growing culinary hot spots. 
Enjoy exclusive food tastings at five of the 
best eateries paired with delicious wines, 
local beers or signature cocktails. Get 
behind-the-scenes access to the restaurant 
scene, the inside scoop on local history 
and a chance to meet an owner or chef.  

The three-hour walking tour features 
five bites and five sips, plus a surprise 
specialty shop, beachy outdoor venues and 
special tour discounts. Eating Rehoboth is 
operated by three Rehoboth Beach locals 
with different backgrounds who all share 
the same passion for food. 

“As you stroll along the Boardwalk and 
through the streets of Rehoboth Beach, 
our seasoned guides will bring you up to 

date on local history and restaurant lore,” 
said Paul Cullen, one of Eating Rehoboth’s 
owners and a personal chef. “Combined ex-
periences add up to a delicious lunch, some 
great memories and take-home items.” 

During the Friday tour, guests will visit 
such foodie destinations as:

• The Back Porch Café, offering 42 
years of country French dining just steps 
from the Atlantic Ocean.

• Mariachi Restaurant, featuring upscale 
Spanish cuisine with a Mexican and 

Salvadoran accent. Owner Yolanda Pineda 
welcomes guests with, “Mi casa es su casa!” 

Tours run Sundays in May, Fridays 
and Sundays June through November and 
Wednesdays in the summer from 1 to 4 
p.m. Tours begin at either Hotel Rehoboth 
or The Bellmoor Inn & Spa. 

Private customized tours can be 
booked with a minimum of 12 people 
with at least two weeks’ notice. n

Eating Rehoboth 
888-908-7115
eatingrehoboth.com 

Eating Rehoboth reveals culinary hot spots 

Four new craft breweries have been 
added to the Delaware on Tap mobile app.

Each location offers a unique atmo-
sphere and special take on the brewmas-
ter’s art. They bring the number of craft 
breweries, wineries, cideries and meader-
ies included on DE on Tap to 36.

Planning a tour using DE on Tap is 
even easier with the addition of geo-noti-
fications that let users know about nearby 
restaurants, attractions and other craft 
beverage spots.

The new breweries are:
• Autumn Arch Beer Project in Newark
• Brick Works Long Neck in Millsboro
• Crooked Hammock Brewery in 

Middletown
• Thompson Island Brewing Company 

in Rehoboth Beach
DE on Tap app also provides tips on 

events, tours and transportation options.
The app even lets users keep track of the 

number of places they have visited through 
a virtual pint glass that fills upon check-in 
at each location. Those who visit 10 stops 
get a free, commemorative pint glass. n

Delaware Tourism Office
866-284-7483
visitdelaware.com 

DE on Tap mobile 
app expands

Back Porch Café
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Portland

For an urban perspective on the “Maine mystique,” consider 
a visit to Portland.

“This is an exciting time to visit Greater Portland, especially 
as we celebrate Maine’s bicentennial — and how ironic that the 
birthplace of Prohibition is now one of the leading destinations 
for craft beer, distilleries and creative wineries,” said Lynn 
Tillotson, Visit Portland president and CEO.

“Portland is a very walkable city, making it enjoyable for 
visitors to stretch their legs and easily enjoy the sites and tastes 
throughout Maine’s largest city — whether it’s in a harbor-side 
lobster shack, a craft brewery, a shop of Maine-made souvenirs 
or even a world-class museum — the appeal will be undeniable 
for visitors.”

Visit Portland
207-772-5800
visitportland.com

Arrange a wine tasting at 
Cellardoor Winery’s tasting 
room on Thompson’s Point in 
Portland. Cellardoor offers a 
broad range of over 20 wines 
that appeal to every palate. 
The vineyard in Lincolnville 
is planted with cold-hardy 
hybrids developed to 
overcome the challenges of 
Maine’s climate. Cellardoor’s 
winery is in Lincolnville.

Cellardoor at the Point
207-536-7700
mainewine.com

itinerary planner

Head to Wadsworth-
Longfellow House. Three 
generations of a family that 
made significant contributions 
to the political, literary and 
cultural life of New England 
and the United States lived 
there. Poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow grew up in the 
house. Group tours are 
available year-round by 
reservation only. Behind the 
house is the Colonial Revival-
style Longfellow Garden.

Wadsworth-Longfellow     
 House
207-774-1822
mainehistory.org

Portland Museum of Art 
offers significant holdings 
of American, European and 
contemporary art, as well 
as iconic works from Maine. 
Advance reservations are 
required for docent-led tours. 
The museum also offers 
self-guided visit prices for 
groups. Tours of the Winslow 
Homer Studio in Prouts Neck 
can be arranged through the 
museum.

Portland Museum of Art 
207-775-6148
portlandmuseum.org

Portland Head Light in 
Cape Elizabeth sits at the 
entrance of the shipping 
channel into Casco Bay. 
The head light was the 
first commissioned by the 
United States government. 
The museum at Portland 
Head Light is contained 
within the former Keepers’ 
Quarters. The award-winning 
museum contains a number 
of lighthouse lenses and 
interpretative displays.

Portland Head Light
207-799-2661
portlandheadlight.com

Courtesy VisitPortland.com

SIP TOUR VIEW SEE
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Located on the Atlantic seaboard, 
Bar Harbor is part of Mount Desert 
Island and less than a mile from Acadia 
National Park. 

In the 1930s, Bar Harbor was known 
as a summer haven for America’s rich 
and famous, including the Astors, Fords 
and Rockefellers. Known as “summer 
cottages,” these mega mansions stand as 
a testament to an era gone by.  

Head out to the water and sail on a 

historic schooner; take a cruise; go whale 
watching; or scout out seals, puffins, birds 
and other wildlife that hug the coastline. 

Discover spectacular gardens, rustic 
lobster shacks, unique museums, and 
plenty of restaurants and attractions. 
Walk along downtown Bar Harbor and 
explore the streets, alleys and piers filled 
with unique boutiques and art galleries.  

Oli’s Trolley offers fully narrated 
tours of Acadia National Park with its 
historic landmarks and fantastic scenery 
from April through October. Experience 
Cadillac Mountain, Jordan Pond Area 
and the famous Thunder Hole. 

The Abbe Museum, the only Smith-
sonian affiliate in Maine, features exhibi-
tions that tell the story of Maine’s native 
peoples. The historic trailside museum 
at Sieur de Monts Spring offers a step 
back in time to 20th-century Native 
American archaeology. 

Hop aboard the Lulu and experience 
a traditional Down East-style lobster 
boat. Watch the captain trap lobsters 

and bring up the net while the group 
searches for local wildlife. This experi-
ence is available from May to October. 

Arrange an authentic lobster bake 
with all the trimming for the group. Bar 
Harbor Lobster Bakes serves a succulent 
blend of lobsters, mussels, corn on the 
cob and red potatoes on Hull Cove or at 
a location chosen by a tour operator. 

“Visiting Bar Harbor and Acadia 
National Park is a great way for guests to 
see the best parts of our region,” said Alf 
Anderson, executive director of the Bar 
Harbor Chamber of Commerce. “Tour 
guides ensure visitors get the full experi-
ence, rounding out their visits with 
history and local tales. Many groups 
come to see the only national park in the 
Northeast. Local guide Rich MacDonald 
offers personalized tours to meet the 
interests of individual groups.” n

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
207-288-5103
visitbarharbor.com

Bar Harbor serves as gateway 
to Acadia National Park

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce



61grouptourmagazine.com

Maryland
Montgomery County

Montgomery County, Maryland, is conveniently located 
adjacent to Washington, D.C., making it a close and comfortable 
location for groups large or small, and of all ages. Enjoy culinary 
crossroads, excellent shopping and outdoor adventures with 
classic Maryland flavor.

“Our proximity to the nation’s capital, three major airports 
and wide range of unique attractions make Montgomery County 
an attractive destination for group tours,” said Lee Callicutt, 
destination sales manager for Visit Montgomery, MD.

The county consists of several popular communities 
including Chevy Chase, Silver Spring, Gaithersburg, 
Germantown, Rockville and Bethesda. Both Germantown and 
Bethesda were named one of the “Top 20 Best Places to Live” 
in the U.S. by Money Magazine.

Visit Montgomery, MD
240-641-6747
visitmontgomery.com

Heralded as having one 
of the best land conservation 
policies in the country, 
Montgomery County created 
an Agricultural Reserve 
encompassing 93,000 acres 
of farmland. Among the 
working farms in the area, 
Butler’s Orchard offers 
country gatherings including 
seasonal fruit picking, private 
tractor-driven wagon rides, 
tours, picnics, giant slides 
and educational fun.

Butler’s Orchard
301-428-0444
butlersorchard.com

itinerary planner

For 100 years, The 
Chesapeake & Ohio 
Canal (C&O) was a lifeline 
for communities along 
the Potomac River. Today, 
it is a National Historical 
Park filled with historical 
and recreational treasures. 
Attractions include the Great 
Falls Tavern Visitors Center, 
Billy Goat Trail, Great Falls 
Overlook and mule-drawn 
boat rides.

C&O Canal National 
 Historical Park
301-739-4200
nps.gov/choh

The Mansion at 
Strathmore is home to 
intimate artistic programs 
presented by Strathmore in 
the Dorothy M. and Maurice 
C. Shapiro Music Room, 
exhibition spaces, outdoor 
pavilion and sculpture 
gardens. The Strathmore 
Tea Room, serving Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays, provides 
sounds of local musicians 
and a light lunch of 
delectable tea savories.

The Mansion at Strathmore
301-581-5108
strathmore.org/mansion

Clarksburg Premium 
Outlets is a popular place 
to find deals on designer 
brands in over 90 stores. It 
is conveniently located off 
I-270 in Montgomery County. 
Designed with group tours in 
mind, this center features a 
Market Hall dining pavilion, 
covered walkways and a 
dedicated bus drop-off/pick-
up area.

Clarksburg Premium 
 Outlets
301-337-6535
premiumoutlets.com/
 outlet/clarksburg

Visit Montgomery, MD

SEE TOUR TASTE SHOP
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experience the  authentic mountain heritage & charm of

garrett county, MD . Let us connect you with group

activities and lodging to create diverse itineraries.

check out our historic and cultural resources,

including museums, art,  and events.  

www.deepcreekgroups.com | 301-387-5238

Only 2 Hrs. from Pittsburgh and 3 Hrs. from DC, Baltimore, and N VA. 

Mountain Maryland Gateway to the West 

VisitMontgomery.com/Groups

In Montgomery County, 
Maryland, you will f ind 
93,000-acres of outdoor, 
heritage and agritourism 
experiences – just outside 
of Washington, DC.

Americans don’t often get an oppor-
tunity to tour an English country manor. 

But they can visit a manor at Ladew 
Topiary Gardens — and experience the 
outstanding gardens, too.

The gardens in Monkton have 
garnered an impressive number of ac-
colades. Architectural Digest named it 
one of the “10 incredible topiary gardens 
around the world,” Garden Club of 
America called it “the most outstanding 
topiary garden in America” and the Ca-
nadian Tourism Bureau dubbed it one of 
top five gardens in North America.

The attraction features 22 acres of 
historic gardens created in the 1930s.

“They are themed based on color 
or plant material,” said Emily Emerick, 
executive director of the gardens. “These 
gardens are designed into garden rooms, 
the largest of which is the Great Bowl. 
The walls of the rooms and the decora-

tions in the rooms are topiary, shaped 
shrubbery and trees.”

The gardens were once part of Pleasant 
Valley Farm owned by Harvey S. Ladew. 

Ladew inherited “significant wealth,” 
Emerick said, and never had to work. He 
traveled the world, visiting beautiful gar-
dens and appreciating antiques. “He was 
a huge rider, a big fox hunter,” she said. 

“Harvey was committed to re-creat-
ing what he loved, which was hunting in 
the English countryside, so he created 
English gardens and an English manor 
house. They are unique in that way. He 
created gardens reflecting the places he 
had seen and loved.”

The house dates to the 1800s. Ladew 
renovated the old sections and added 

new rooms. 
“It’s unique because it includes all of 

Mr. Ladew’s furnishings,” Emerick said. 
Ladew died in 1976 at the age of 89.
The gardens are open from April to 

Oct. 31. Special holiday events are held 
in December. Maple sugaring takes 
place in February. 

Free motorcoach parking is avail-
able. Drivers should call ahead to make 
sure there is space. There is no group 
rate, but tour leaders and bus drivers are 
comped. n

Ladew Topiary Gardens
410-949-1132 
ladewgardens.com

Ladew Topiary Gardens reflects founder’s creativity

Helen Norman
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CALL NORMA DOBROWOLSKI 
800.626.2326     
OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL

RELAXING BEACH
ENTERTAINING BOARDWALK
HERITAGE EXPERIENCES
FESTIVALS & EVENTS
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For a close look at the animals of the 
Chesapeake Bay — and to get a rare look 
at an oyster operation — go to Phillips 
Wharf Environmental Center. 

“A lot of times, when you go to an 
aquarium, you see ocean animals but 
they’re animals that everybody knows 
like sharks and dolphins,” said Missy 
Cannon Helgason, executive assistant. 
“In the bay, we know about certain 
animals like rockfish or crab because 
we eat them, but we don’t get to look at 
them in a tank or see them up close and 
personal.”

But visitors are able get close to the 
animals at the Phillips Wharf Environ-
mental Center on Tilghman Island.

“So in our center we have many 
diamondback terrapins, the Maryland 
state reptile, and other types of turtles,” 
Helgason said.

“You’re also able to see up close 
a crab — most people only see them 
dead on the table. Sometimes we have 
seahorses. Our livestock — if you can 
call it that — rotates. We only keep the 
animals for a little while and then they 

go back into the wild.”
The center raises oysters and then 

transports them to a farm off-site.
“Visitors can walk through and see 

how we grow our oysters from larvae, 
which look like coffee grounds when 
they start,” Helgason said. “Eventually 
they sort of float through the water and 
just eat and poop and grow their shell. 
Then we sort them out, and they go to a 
different section of the tank to grow even 
bigger. We keep repeating this process 
until they’re ready to go to the farm.”

Admission is free, although dona-
tions are gladly accepted, Helgason said. 

Tours are 30 to 40 minutes, depend-
ing on the guide. Groups are asked to 
reserve tours in advance. Specialized 
tours with a shucking demonstration 
and tasting can be arranged. In addi-

tion to a $25 shucking fee, a per-oyster 
charge applies.

Free parking is available on-site. n

Phillips Wharf Environmental Center
410-886-9200
phillipswharf.org

Learn about Chesapeake Bay creatures
at Phillips Wharf Environmental Center

Phillips Wharf Environmental Center
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The Capital Wheel
at National Harbor

Top your Washington, D.C. itinerary with a 
spin 180 feet above the Potomac River on  
The Capital Wheel. Located at National 
Harbor, The Capital Wheel is a large-scale 
observation wheel delivering thrilling views 
of the Washington, D.C. area. Seated in 
comfortable, climate-controlled gondolas, 
passengers enjoy a spectacular view of 
National Harbor as well as the Washington 
Monument, Old Town Alexandria and more.

301-842-8650 
thecapitalwheel.com

Frederick
Dine at restaurants serving up cutting-

edge cuisine, shop dozens of specialty 
shops and experience galleries & theaters 
in Downtown Frederick. History enthusiasts 
seek out Civil War battlefields, museums, 
and memorable sites. Wander picturesque 
mountain trails in national and state parks. 
Sip and sample at dozens of wineries, 
breweries, and distilleries in hip & historic 
Frederick County, Maryland.

800-999-3613
VisitFrederick.org

Ocean City
Sunfest

Ocean City announces new Sunfest date 
for 2020. Ocean City’s popular fall festival 
Sunfest has been rescheduled for October 
1–4, 2020 due to an event conflict. We 
are sure our loyal visitors will love the new 
October weekend!  

800-626-2326
Norma Dobrowolski,

ndobrowolski@ococean.com
ococean.com

Hagerstown
Hagerstown, Maryland, is well-known for 

Antietam National Battlefield and Civil War 
history. Did you know that groups also love our 
beautiful Museum of Fine Arts, and seeing the 
exciting performances at Maryland Theatre 
and Washington County Playhouse? Groups 
also love to taste our award-winning wines 
at vineyards surrounded by breathtaking 
mountain scenery. There’s more than you can 
imagine to do right here ... only in Hagerstown! 
Visit our website for fun-filled itineraries!

Maryland. Be open for it.
301-791-3246

visithagerstown.com

Maryland
SPONSORED CONTENT

NEXT
STOP

SPONSORED CONTENT

Here in Maryland, our amazing waterscapes and 
landmarks offer plenty of adventures. And come 
hungry, because seafood is the star of our culinary 
scene, with crabs, oysters, rockfish and more. 

You’ll be inspired by the rich history in 
destinations including Antietam National 
Battlefield, Fort McHenry, Patuxent River Naval 
Air Museum and the Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad Visitor Center & Byway. You’ll be 
romanced by the beautiful scenery and endless 
fun found in Deep Creek Lake, Brookside Gardens, 
Historic St. Mary’s City, the Ocean City boardwalk 
and Assateague Island. You’ll be entertained by 
the excitement of Wisp Resort, Six Flags America, 
National Harbor, National Aquarium and a wide 
array of attractions in the Baltimore area. And it 
doesn’t end there.

You’re never far from the perfect group-friendly 
event, from Christmas On The Potomac & ICE! 
in November and December to the Preakness 
Celebration in May; Ocean City Air Show in June; 
and crab feasts during the spring, summer and 
fall. We also offer a range of tours that appeal 
to all interests, including agricultural and farm 
tours, Civil War tours, garden and mansion 
tours, and ghost tours—and our close proximity 
to Washington, D.C., makes Maryland an ideal 
destination for student groups.

Maryland is full of unique experiences that lead to 
incredible memories. You just have to be open for it.

877-333-4455 
visitmaryland.org/groups

Be open for creating lasting memories 
from a Maryland vacation.

Carroll County
A day away with friends to explore new 

places ... Carroll County welcomes you 
to discover our historic sites: Union Mills 
Homestead (take home some stoneground 
corn meal) or the Carroll Farm Museum; 
lunch at Antrim 1844, a 175-year-old 
mansion decorated in a modern style; and 
enjoy our scenic views while traveling our 
unique Barn Quilt Trail. Our Progressive 
Lunch Tour provides it all.

800-272-1933
CarrollCountyTourism.org

Toby’s Dinner Theatre
Conveniently located in Central Maryland. 

Offering amazing Broadway-style perfor-
mances ‘in-the-round,’ providing each guest 
with a dynamic view and no seat more than 
30 feet from the stage. Additionally, Toby’s 
is one of the few regional dinner theatres 
featuring a live orchestra.  We offer a salad 
bar, carving station, plentiful buffet and 
dessert. 2020 Coming Shows: SHREK, The 
Musical, Monty Python’s SPAMALOT, GOD-
SPELL, ELF, The Musical & January 2021 
Something Rotten.

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Credit: Visit Baltimore

Credit: Gaylord National ResortCredit: Maryland Department of Natural Resources/Stephen Badger
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The Capital Wheel
at National Harbor

Top your Washington, D.C. itinerary with a 
spin 180 feet above the Potomac River on  
The Capital Wheel. Located at National 
Harbor, The Capital Wheel is a large-scale 
observation wheel delivering thrilling views 
of the Washington, D.C. area. Seated in 
comfortable, climate-controlled gondolas, 
passengers enjoy a spectacular view of 
National Harbor as well as the Washington 
Monument, Old Town Alexandria and more.

301-842-8650 
thecapitalwheel.com

Frederick
Dine at restaurants serving up cutting-

edge cuisine, shop dozens of specialty 
shops and experience galleries & theaters 
in Downtown Frederick. History enthusiasts 
seek out Civil War battlefields, museums, 
and memorable sites. Wander picturesque 
mountain trails in national and state parks. 
Sip and sample at dozens of wineries, 
breweries, and distilleries in hip & historic 
Frederick County, Maryland.

800-999-3613
VisitFrederick.org

Ocean City
Sunfest

Ocean City announces new Sunfest date 
for 2020. Ocean City’s popular fall festival 
Sunfest has been rescheduled for October 
1–4, 2020 due to an event conflict. We 
are sure our loyal visitors will love the new 
October weekend!  

800-626-2326
Norma Dobrowolski,

ndobrowolski@ococean.com
ococean.com

Hagerstown
Hagerstown, Maryland, is well-known for 

Antietam National Battlefield and Civil War 
history. Did you know that groups also love our 
beautiful Museum of Fine Arts, and seeing the 
exciting performances at Maryland Theatre 
and Washington County Playhouse? Groups 
also love to taste our award-winning wines 
at vineyards surrounded by breathtaking 
mountain scenery. There’s more than you can 
imagine to do right here ... only in Hagerstown! 
Visit our website for fun-filled itineraries!

Maryland. Be open for it.
301-791-3246

visithagerstown.com

Maryland
SPONSORED CONTENT

NEXT
STOP

SPONSORED CONTENT

Here in Maryland, our amazing waterscapes and 
landmarks offer plenty of adventures. And come 
hungry, because seafood is the star of our culinary 
scene, with crabs, oysters, rockfish and more. 

You’ll be inspired by the rich history in 
destinations including Antietam National 
Battlefield, Fort McHenry, Patuxent River Naval 
Air Museum and the Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad Visitor Center & Byway. You’ll be 
romanced by the beautiful scenery and endless 
fun found in Deep Creek Lake, Brookside Gardens, 
Historic St. Mary’s City, the Ocean City boardwalk 
and Assateague Island. You’ll be entertained by 
the excitement of Wisp Resort, Six Flags America, 
National Harbor, National Aquarium and a wide 
array of attractions in the Baltimore area. And it 
doesn’t end there.

You’re never far from the perfect group-friendly 
event, from Christmas On The Potomac & ICE! 
in November and December to the Preakness 
Celebration in May; Ocean City Air Show in June; 
and crab feasts during the spring, summer and 
fall. We also offer a range of tours that appeal 
to all interests, including agricultural and farm 
tours, Civil War tours, garden and mansion 
tours, and ghost tours—and our close proximity 
to Washington, D.C., makes Maryland an ideal 
destination for student groups.

Maryland is full of unique experiences that lead to 
incredible memories. You just have to be open for it.

877-333-4455 
visitmaryland.org/groups

Be open for creating lasting memories 
from a Maryland vacation.

Carroll County
A day away with friends to explore new 

places ... Carroll County welcomes you 
to discover our historic sites: Union Mills 
Homestead (take home some stoneground 
corn meal) or the Carroll Farm Museum; 
lunch at Antrim 1844, a 175-year-old 
mansion decorated in a modern style; and 
enjoy our scenic views while traveling our 
unique Barn Quilt Trail. Our Progressive 
Lunch Tour provides it all.

800-272-1933
CarrollCountyTourism.org

Toby’s Dinner Theatre
Conveniently located in Central Maryland. 

Offering amazing Broadway-style perfor-
mances ‘in-the-round,’ providing each guest 
with a dynamic view and no seat more than 
30 feet from the stage. Additionally, Toby’s 
is one of the few regional dinner theatres 
featuring a live orchestra.  We offer a salad 
bar, carving station, plentiful buffet and 
dessert. 2020 Coming Shows: SHREK, The 
Musical, Monty Python’s SPAMALOT, GOD-
SPELL, ELF, The Musical & January 2021 
Something Rotten.

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Credit: Visit Baltimore

Credit: Gaylord National ResortCredit: Maryland Department of Natural Resources/Stephen Badger
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Massachusetts
Quincy

Known as the City of Presidents, Quincy is the birthplace of 
the second and sixth U.S. presidents, John Adams and his son, 
John Quincy Adams.

Located 10 miles south of Boston, Quincy is named for 
Colonel John Quincy, maternal grandfather of Abigail Adams, 
who was married to John Adams. John Quincy Adams was also 
named for John Quincy.

Discover Quincy noted 11 United States presidents lived, 
visited friends, gave speeches and dined in the communities 
south of Boston. For instance, James Garfield slept at the 
Old House at Peace Field, Harry Truman spoke on the steps 
of the United First Parish Church and George H. W. Bush was 
born in Milton.

Discover Quincy 
617-639-1117
discoverquincy.com

Adams National 
Historical Park includes the 
birthplaces of the second and 
sixth presidents of the United 
States, John Adams and 
John Quincy Adams, along 
with the Old House at Peace 
field, home to both presidents 
and four generations of the 
Adams family. The homes are 
open May 1–Oct. 31.

Adams National
 Historical Park
617-770-1175
nps.gov/adam

itinerary planner

Visit United First Parish 
Church, the Church of the 
Presidents. See the tombs 
of John Adams and John 
Quincy Adams and first 
ladies Abigail Adams and 
Louisa Catherine Adams 
in the church’s crypt. Sit in 
the Adams pew. Tours run 
from mid-April through mid-
November, and groups must 
make a reservation.

United First Parish Church
617-773-1290, ext. 5
ufpc.org

In 1950, William 
Rosenberg changed 
the name of his Quincy 
doughnut shop from The 
Open Kettle to Dunkin’ 
Donuts, and an international 
franchising giant was born. 
The company rebranded as 
Dunkin’ in January 2019. 
The original location in 
Quincy was retro-renovated 
several years ago and has 
memorabilia on display.

Dunkin’
617-472-9502
dunkindonuts.com

The 1770 Quincy House 
transports groups to the 
Revolutionary War era and 
tells the story of a woman’s 
work to preserve her family’s 
history more than 100 years 
later. Group tours must be 
scheduled by appointment. In 
addition to open days, group 
tours may be scheduled 
at times the Historic New 
England property is closed to 
the public.

Quincy House
617-994-5930
historicnewengland.org/
 property/quincy-house

Clockwise from top: NPS, Discover Quincy, Dunkin’, Wikimedia Commons, NPS

TOUR SEE TASTE LEARN
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NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM: 
Enjoy the world’s largest collection of 
original Rockwell art and the work of other 
illustrators. Group discounts. Rockwell’s 
Studio and Terrace Café open seasonally. 
There is always something new. A must-see 

destination, open year-round. 
Route 183 · Stockbridge, MA · 413.931.2221 · nrm.org    

CLARK ART INSTITUTE: The Clark 
presents exceptional art in an extraordinary 
setting. Its collection is rich in French 
Impressionist, old Masters, American, and 
British art. Education programs, group 
rates, study center, and dining available.

225 South Street · Williamstown, MA · 413.458.0563 
clarkart.edu/visit/adultgroups  
 

BERKSHIRE BOTANICAL GARDEN: 
Explore 20 acres of beautiful gardens in an 
ever-changing display of color featuring 
plants and trees that thrive in New England. 
Group tours highlight the gardens and 
unique seasonal exhibitions. 

5 West Stockbridge Road · Stockbridge, MA · 413.298.3926 
berkshirebotanical.org  

BERKSHIRE EAST/THUNDER 
MOUNTAIN: Enjoy whitewater rafting, 
ziplining, the largest ski area in MA, and 
the #1 downhill mountain bike park on 
the east coast. Plus our famous Mountain 
Roller Coaster, Adventure Park and 7 event 

spaces. All in the Berkshires!
66 Thunder Mountain Road · Charlemont, MA 
413.339.6617 · berkshireeast.com 
 

CATAMOUNT MOUNTAIN RESORT: 
Take advantage of year-round outdoor 
adventure activities and  friendly, family-
oriented staff, plus downhill skiing and 
the USA’s longest zip line at 5,523 feet. 
Multiple meeting areas are available. We 

pride ourselves at hosting large groups!
Route 23 · South Egremont, MA · 413-528-1262 
catamountski.com
 

HILTON GARDEN INN LENOX/
PITTSFIELD: Invite your group to our 
award-winning hotel ranked in the top 
5% of all HGIs! Enjoy 95 guestrooms, 
complimentary Wi-Fi, ample motor coach 
parking, indoor heated pool, fitness room, 

catering, restaurant and lounge.
1032 South Street • Pittsfield, MA • 413-448-2222 
LenoxPittsfield.HGI.com   

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES BERKSHIRES: 
The only award-winning Marriott in the 
Berkshires welcomes groups! Ask how you 
can earn Marriott Rewards. Complimentary 
full, hot breakfast buffet, indoor heated 
pool/spa, exercise room and free Wi-Fi. 

249 Stockbridge Road · Great Barrington, MA 
413.644.3200 · marriott.com/gbrfi   

RED LION INN: Quiet, intimate, inspiring. 
Enjoy authentic New England charm in 
the heart of Norman Rockwell country 
featuring 25-rooms, unique dining venues, 
complimentary onsite motor coach parking, 
and exceptional service and hospitality in a 

magnificent Berkshire setting.
30 Main Street · Stockbridge, MA · 413.298.1604 
redlioninn.com/meetings

Visit berkshires.org to sign up for our Groups e-News

A GROUP PLANNER’S  GUIDE 
TO THE BERKSHIRES

The Berkshire region of western 
Massachusetts has attracted many artists 
and writers over the years.

In Stockbridge, be sure to take time 
to tour the Norman Rockwell Museum. 
See not only Rockwell’s works but pe-
ruse the ever-changing visiting exhibits. 

Just down the road is Chesterwood, 
a site of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Tour the studio and home 
of sculptor Daniel Chester French. 
French is best known for Minute Man, 
1874, in Concord, Massachusetts; and 
the seated figure of Abraham Lincoln for 

the Lincoln Memorial, 1922; in Wash-
ington, D.C. n

1Berkshire
berkshires.org

Art abounds in Berkshires
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EDITH WHARTON’S HOME

One of America's 
Best Historic 

Homes 
- Architectural Digest

GROUP PACKAGES 
WITH DINING OPTIONS

EdithWharton.org  413-551-5102

Dubbed “Hoops Heaven” by basket-
ball aficionados, Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame is located in 
Springfield.

The hall preserves the history of the 
sport and gives fans interactive experi-
ences in the Jerry Colangelo “Court of 

Dreams.”  
The hall also is home to more than 

400 inductees.
The museum has three levels, said 

Josh Belliveau, event and group sales 
manager.

After viewing a 10-minute signature 
film, visitors exit to the recently reno-
vated concourse area where a collection 
of lockers represent the various hall of 
famers. “Some go back to when only 
adults would know who they are to the 
Michael Jordans and Larry Birds and 
the ones young kids would recognize as 
well,” Belliveau said. 

“The biggest attraction, of course, is 
Center Court, which is the main level 
of the museum,” he said. “Center Court 
is where you can shoot hoops, try your 
hand at slam dunking and participate in 
the skills challenge.”

Basketball was born in Springfield, 

Massachusetts, on Dec. 21, 1891, when 
James Naismith, a physical education 
instructor, introduced a new game to 
his class of 18 young men at the YMCA 
International Training School.

And that, Belliveau said, is the big-
gest appeal of a visit to the Hall of Fame.

“To stop here, you’re actually stop-
ping at the grounds where the game was 
developed,” he said. “That’s why they call 
it the birthplace of basketball.

“For a group to visit and see where 
it all began to where it is now is some-
thing, I think, that’s unique within itself.”

Belliveau suggested those planning to 
visit Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame check the hall’s website for the 
attraction’s “60 Days of Summer” with 
family-oriented, interactive program-
ming during all of July and August. 
Each day the hall of fame hosts various 
appearances and autograph signings or 
features magicians, trick dribblers and 
jugglers, mascot days and giveaway days.

Free motorcoach parking is available 
on-site.

Groups of 15 or more get a discount, 
and the hall of fame comps the motor-
coach driver. n

Naismith Memorial Basketball 
 Hall of Fame
877-4HOOPLA 
hoophall.com

Hall honors basketball’s greatest moments and people

Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame
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Only 30 minutes from Boston, enjoy our extensive 
inventory of accommodations, restaurants, breweries,

wineries, distilleries, transportation, unique event 
sites, group attractions, sightseeing, wedding services,

tours, and more. Request a free Group Planner 
at NorthofBoston.org.

Photo: Sailing on the Thomas E. Lannon, Gloucester © S.A. Pearson/NBCVB

MASSACHUSETTS

Visit

2020 NBCVB-Group Tour.qxp_Layout 1  1/10/20  3:32 PM  Page 1

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum
We’ll Teach You A Lesson!

19 1/2 Washington Square North 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

i

978.744.1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1  12/19

Open Year Round

Translated into  French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Japanese, 

Cantonese & Mandarin

 A bicycle tour is one way to get the 
most out of visiting a big city without 
wearing out the shoe leather.

“Our bike tours are designed to 
cover a lot of ground in a short period 
of time,” said Catharine Pear, market-
ing consultant for Urban AdvenTours in 
Boston. “While people understand they 
are ‘going on a bike tour,’ the bigger pur-
pose is really to sightsee on two wheels.”

Bike tours offer several advantages.
“Bikes give you the ability to be a 

little bit closer to the sights of the city 
and cover a bit more ground than you 
would walking or getting on and off of 
a bus,” Pear said. “With a bike, we are 
able to go down some of the streets a 
bus might not be able to go down. And 
you get a little bit of a different perspec-
tive from the seat of a bike than if you’re 
walking or touring in a vehicle.”

The company’s flagship tour, the City 
View Tour, leaves from AdvenTours’ 
North End location and travels along the 

Charles River and goes into six neigh-
borhoods, she said. 

The tour covers 12 miles with stops 
at eight points along the way includ-
ing The Charles River Esplanade, with 
views of Cambridge and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology; Fenway Park; 
Christian Science Center; Back Bay; 
Copley Square and Boston Common. 

“The guides share historical informa-
tion, architectural information, some 
pop culture and some just interesting 
facts along the way,” Pear said.

Other tours include the Emerald Neck-
lace, which takes visitors to a string of 
parks in the shape of a necklace. Tour de 
Boston, Tour de Cambridge and a sunset 
tour are options as well. Urban Adven-
Tours can even customize tours.

Group discounts are available for 
groups of 10 or more, and the bus driver 
and group leader are comped.

No motorcoach parking is available 
at the site. “We encourage all of our 

guests to take public transportation,” 
Pear said. n

Urban AdvenTours
617-670-0637 
urbanadventours.com

Explore Boston with Urban AdvenTours

Urban AdvenTours
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Make some magic in coastal Massachusetts

Salem
By David Hoekman

 Salem is a small coastal city with 
unmatched history and quintessential 
New England charm.
      Kate Fox, executive director of 
Destination Salem, noted Salem 
enchants visitors.
 “What we hear most from groups is 
that they need more time in Salem,” she 
said. “We love it when itineraries take 
guests off the beaten path for a lunch by 
the water or a walking tour of the murals 
in El Punto.”

Witches
 During the tragic Salem witch 
trials of 1692, 19 innocent men and 
women were hanged, and one man was 
pressed to death. All were accused of 

being witches.
 “Iconic Salem sites including 
the Salem Witch Museum and Witch 
Dungeon Museum present the history of 
the Salem Witch Trials, and why it is still 
relevant,” Fox said. 
 At the Salem Witch Trials 
Memorial, surrounded on three sides 
by a handcrafted granite wall, groups 
discover the effects of ignorance, 
intolerance and a faulty justice 
system that led to the deaths and the 
imprisonment of many more.
 Salem Witch Museum is Salem’s 
most visited museum. “Groups love 
the presentations about the history of 
the witch trials as well as the second 
presentation about the evolution of the 
word witch,” Fox said.

 Operators should allow an hour and 
15 minutes for a visit to the Salem Witch 
Museum.
 Each October, Salem hosts the 
largest Halloween celebration in the 
world. Salem Haunted Happenings is a 
festive celebration of Halloween and fall 
foliage in New England. Spanning all 
31 days of October, events range from 
family friendly costume parades to adult-
only balls and parties. 
 For those planning a group visit 
in October, Fox recommends coming 
mid-week to avoid weekend traffic 
snarls. If groups need to come on an 
October weekend, they should contact 
Destination Salem to confirm seasonal 
road closures will not affect group plans.

Salem Maritime National Historic Site



Clockwise from top: Destination Salem/Frank C. Grace, Destina-
tion Salem, Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism/J Cook, 
Destination Salem/Jared Charney, Destination Salem/Kate Fox

Literature
 The House of the Seven Gables, built in 
1668, is best known as the setting of the 1851 
novel of the same name by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
 “The House of the Seven Gables promises 
a unique house tour that includes discussions 
around author Nathaniel Hawthorne, Salem’s 
maritime heritage and the social mission of the 
museum,” Fox said.
 Hawthorne’s birthplace is also on the site. 
Examine items owned by the author and see 
furnished examples of mid-18th-century rooms.

Shipping
 The Peabody Essex Museum, America’s 
oldest continually operating museum, and Salem 
Maritime National Historic Site are terrific itinerary 
additions for groups that are able to spend an 
entire day or an overnight in Salem, Fox said. 
 Groups can participate in walking tours, 
see historical reenactments, explore the harbor 
aboard a historic schooner and shop the unique 
selections along Pickering Wharf and Front Street.
 At Salem Maritime National Historic Site, 
the National Park Service preserves one of 
America’s most influential ports. Trade with 
China and the East Indies resulted in a famous 
maritime era that left its mark on Salem through 
architecture, museums and artifacts. 
 In September 2019, the Peabody Essex 
Museum opened a new 40,000-square-foot 
wing. The expansion includes three new major 
galleries, a sun-lit atrium, an entry for school and 
group tours, linkages to existing galleries and a 
5,000-square-foot garden. Examine art and culture 
from New England and around the world, including 
Yin Yu Tang, a 200-year-old Chinese house. 
 Destination Salem produces a Motor 
Coach Map and Parking brochure that 
includes guidelines for group tours and helpful 
information on dining, shopping and parking. The 
organization also maintains an active mailing list 
and communicates with tour operators regarding 
changes in traffic patterns and parking that may 
be dictated mid-season by construction projects 
or special events.”
 The group tour section of Destination 
Salem’s website gives information on businesses 
that work with groups and logistical details.  n

Destination Salem
978-741-3252
salem.org/group-tour

The House of the Seven Gables

Salem shops

Salem 
Witch Trial 
Memorial

Yin Yu Tang, Peabody Essex Museum

Salem Witch Museum
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REDISCOVER ATLANTIC CITY

The Story Continues
Entertainment and excitement await in Atlantic City, including 

our world-famous Boardwalk, the ultimate in tax-free shopping, 

award-winning dining, live entertainment, and great attractions, like the 

Absecon Lighthouse, the tallest lighthouse in New Jersey. Experience 

an exciting getaway and create a lifetime of memories in Atlantic City.

New Jersey
Somerset County

Situated in the heart of New Jersey, Somerset County offers 
group tours a broad range of attractions and experiences. 

The county comprises 21 diverse municipalities — from the 
horse country of the Somerset Hills in the north to the business 
centers and corporate campuses in the central region to the 
rural farms of the south. 

“Discover our lush gardens, the rolling hills of our golf 
courses and some of the country’s oldest historic settings 
right here in Somerset County,” said Jackie Morales, director 
of tourism. “Our destinations allow your group to share in the 
beauty of our landscapes, downtowns and landmarks for you to 
make memories that last a lifetime.”

Somerset County is easily accessible to New York City, 
Philadelphia and the Jersey Shore region.

Somerset County Tourism
908-218-4300
visitsomersetnj.org

Head to the United 
States Golf Association 
Museum in Liberty Corner. 
Home to the world’s premier 
collection of golf artifacts 
and memorabilia, the 
museum tells the story of 
the game’s development 
in the United States, 
highlighting the greatest 
moments in the game’s 
history, with a particular focus 
on USGA champions and 
championships.

USGA Museum
usga.org

itinerary planner

Duke Farms is a model 
of environmental stewardship 
in the 21st century. Once 
the home of tobacco 
magnate J.B. Duke and his 
daughter, Doris Duke (who 
bequeathed the estate to 
Somerset County), it has the 
nation’s largest allotment-
style (community) garden 
and is a destination for hiking 
and biking (with on-site bike 
rentals) and wildlife watching.

Duke Farms
908-722-3700
dukefarms.org

Head to Rudolf W. van 
der Goot Rose Garden, 
part of Colonial Park Garden. 
The 1-acre rose garden 
contains more than 3,000 
roses of 325 varieties and 
is named in honor of the 
first horticulturalist at the 
Somerset County Park 
Commission. The garden is 
home to the American Rose 
Society’s Award of Excellence 
Rose Trials.

Rudolf W. van der Goot 
 Rose Garden
908-722-1200, ext. 5721
somersetcountyparks.org

Jacobus Vanderveer 
House and Museum, 
headquarters of Gen. Henry 
Knox during the winter 
of 1778–79, is the only 
surviving building associated 
with the Pluckemin Artillery 
Cantonment, America’s first 
military academy. Group tours 
are available at any time at 
the attraction in Bedminster, 
but reservations must be 
made in advance.  

Jacobus Vanderveer
 House and Museum
908-396-6053
jvanderveerhouse.org

Somerset County Tourism

DISCOVER EXPLORE RELAX TOUR
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Revitalize your stay with 
a complimentary full hot 
breakfast and bus parking, 
fast & free WiFi, and more. 
Find Prudential Center, 
NJPAC, and Manhattan  
just minutes away.

Book our best rates and  
special packages at  
elementharrisonnewark.com  
or call 973 484 1500.

Extended Stay Reimagined

Element Harrison-Newark
399 Somerset Street 
Harrison, NJ 07029
elementhotels.com    1 877 element

©2019 Marriott Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. For full terms & conditions visit
elementharrisonnewark.com

Element Hotels

Bring a group to WheatonArts and 
Cultural Center in Millville and discover 
a world of exhibits, demonstrations and 
the most comprehensive collection of 
glass produced in America. 

Millville was the center of the nation’s 
first glass industry. The Museum of 

American Glass at WheatonArts features 
everything from examples of the earliest 
glass objects made in America to 18th-
century glass to fine contemporary glass 
art. Explore the science, industry, art and 
magic of glassmaking’s history, along 
with new major exhibitions each year. 

WheatonArts is open April through 
December. At the Artist and Ceramic 
Studios, visitors can watch the entire 
creative process. 

“Explore the Artist Studios to watch 
as hot glass is transformed into beautiful 
pieces of art, wet clay is spun on wheels 
into shapely vessels, and glass rods are 
manipulated by torches into beads and 
marbles,” said Taral Thompson, special 
projects coordinator. 

The Artist Studios offer opportunities 
to meet with resident artists to discuss 
their craft.  

With the Curator’s Package, partici-
pants enjoy a private tour to nurture the 
creative spirit in everyone. One lucky 
group member will get to create a paper-
weight sculpted from hot glass with help 
from resident artists. Glassblowing dem-
onstrations provide a better understand-
ing of the glassmaking process, while 
allowing visitors and artists to interact.  

Tours are 45 minutes for groups of 
25 people. A minimum of 15 people is 
required for the special group rate.

Several museum stores and a café are 
on-site. 

The museum also celebrates the 
locals at Down Jersey Folklife Cen-
ter, which offers programs about the 
folk traditions and cultural diversity 
of southern New Jersey. Two iconic festi-
vals include the Festival of Fine Craft in 
October and GlassWeekend in June. n

WheatonArts and Cultural Center 
800-998-4552 
wheatonarts.org

Learn to blow glass at WheatonArts and Cultural Center

WheatonArts and Cultural Center
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New York
Albany 

Albany was settled by the Dutch more than 400 years ago 
when Henry Hudson’s ship, the Half Moon, first sailed up the 
river that now bears his name. 

Over the past four centuries, Albany has grown from a small 
Dutch settlement into New York state’s capital city in the heart of 
burgeoning Tech Valley.

Tours introduce groups to historic and cultural sites and 
explain Albany’s rich history in unique ways. Groups can cruise 
down the Hudson River or explore Albany on foot. 

Learn about Albany’s Shaker heritage. Uncover America’s 
first major art movement, the Hudson River School. Tour 
Albany Institute of History & Art. Stop at Crossgates, the largest 
shopping, dining and entertainment destination in New York’s 
Capital Region.

Discover Albany
800-258-3582
albany.org

Board the Dutch Apple 
II for a sightseeing cruise 
on the Hudson River. 
Narration from a Hudson 
River historian covers Albany 
history, current events in the 
industrial port and fun facts 
about the riverfront homes. 
Charter cruises can be 
arranged. The cruise season 
runs from mid to late April 
(weather permitting) through 
the end of October.

Dutch Apple Cruises
518-463-0220
dutchapplecruises.com

itinerary planner

Arrange a free one-
hour guided tour of the 
New York State Capitol. 
The building, which has 
served as the seat of New 
York government since the 
1880s, took 32 years to 
construct. Tour reservations 
are required at least two 
weeks in advance for 
groups of 10 or more 
and up to 45 people. The 
building is a marvel of late 
19th-century architectural 
grandeur. 

New York State Capitol
empirestateplaza.ny.gov

Head to Schuyler 
Mansion, the Georgian-style 
home of Philip J. Schuyler, 
a Revolutionary War 
general, U.S. senator and 
entrepreneur. The wedding of 
daughter Elizabeth Schuyler 
to Alexander Hamilton 
took place there in 1780. 
Guided tours for groups 
of 10 to about 35 people 
are available year-round by 
advance reservation.

Schuyler Mansion
 State Historic Site
518-434-0834
parks.ny.gov/historic-
 sites/33/details.aspx

Take in a show at the 
Palace Theatre, built in 
1931 as a vaudeville and 
movie house. The downtown 
venue has been renovated 
and continues its tradition 
of hosting the finest in live 
entertainment. The Rolling 
Stones, Roy Orbison and 
Tony Bennett have performed 
at the Palace. Group 
discounts are offered on 
select performances. 

Palace Theatre 
518-465-4663, ext. 128
palacealbany.org

Clockwise from top: Paul Knapick, Discover Albany (4) 

CRUISE SEE TOUR ENJOY
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 Set in the beautiful Adirondack 
Mountains of New York, Adirondack Folk 
School is dedicated to preserving the arts, 
crafts and cultural heritage of the area. 

People come from around the world 
to the nonprofit school in Lake Luzerne to 
learn and teach crafts such as blacksmith-
ing, woodworking, weaving and basketry.

“We offer nearly 300 classes in 20 dif-
ferent craft areas year-round,” said Scott 
Hayden, executive director of the school. 
“Some folk schools focus on a specific 
area like fiber arts or woodworking or 
weaving but we cover many areas.” The 
school even has a class on boat-making.

The folk school model is “hands-on 
learning,” Hayden said. Classes are small 
and noncompetitive focusing on pride 
of accomplishment.

People who dream of making a 
piece of furniture or a chef ’s knife but 
don’t have the know-how or equipment 

can do it at the school. “We provide an 
expert artisan who really enjoys passing 
along their knowledge and love of their 
craft,” Hayden said.

“All you need to do is show up ready 

to learn, and you leave with an heirloom-
quality item you made yourself under the 
tutelage of an expert in their craft.”

Adirondack Folk School is one 
of a couple dozen folk schools in the 
country. “The schools come in various 
sizes,” Hayden said. “There’s a handful as 
comprehensive as ours.”

Groups can schedule hourlong tours 
visiting the shops and studios where 
students learn. For longer visits, school 
instructors can demonstrate crafts such 
as basket-making, blacksmithing and 
soap-making.

The staff can even arrange a hands-
on session where visitors make simple 
items such as nails or hooks in the 
blacksmith shop.

“We also have an herbalist person 
who can teach about plants and bo-
tanicals indigenous to this area of the 
Adirondacks,” Hayden said. “If it’s nice 
weather, you can actually take a walk 
around here to forage for those things.”

Tours of the facilities are free, al-
though donations are “gladly accepted,” 
Hayden said. 

Fees vary for demonstrations.
Free motorcoach parking is available 

on-site. n

Adirondack Folk School
518-696-2400 
adirondackfolkschool.org

Explore, discover and create at Adirondack Folk School

Courtesy of Adirondack Folk School
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TOUR THE HOME OF THE  
27-TIME WORLD CHAMPION

TICKETS START AT $20!
FOR GROUPS OF 20 OR MORE, 

PLEASE CONTACT US AT  
646-977-TOUR

For stunning views of the Empire 
State Building, Central Park and other 
New York City icons, no place beats Top 
of the Rock in famed Rockefeller Center, 
an art deco skyscraper in midtown 
Manhattan.

Top of the Rock features three levels 

of observation decks including an open-
air roof deck on the 70th floor offering 
360-degree views. 

“Visitors experience a tremendous 
amount of awe and beauty and wonder-
ment at the views,” said Mary Farrell, 
senior director of sales. “We’re famous 

for … our exceptionally beautiful views 
of Central Park.”

Top of the Rock uses timed ticketing 
— meaning visitors have specific time 
slots. If visibility is poor on the sched-
uled day, the tour operator can ask to be 
rescheduled. As long as they ask before 
the assigned time, “we will reissue those 
tickets based on availability at no ad-
ditional fee,” Farrell said. 

Farrell offered an insider tip. “One 
thing that makes us popular with groups 
is that at Rockefeller Center, there are 
great places for breakfast,” she said. 
Groups sometimes come early and have 
breakfast before their tour or go see the 
Today show on the South Plaza, have 
breakfast and then do their tour. 

Groups of 20 or more get a discount. 
Tour leaders and every 20th guest are 
comped. n

Top of the Rock
212-698-2000
topoftherocknyc.com

Top of the Rock is one of a kind

Courtesy of Tishman Speyer/
Mike Mabes photographer
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Nowhere in the country can visitors 
experience medieval art as they can at 
The Met Cloisters in New York.

The Met Cloisters is the branch of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art devoted 
to the art and architecture of medieval 
Europe.

Visitors to The Met Cloisters get a 
“submersive experience with medieval 
art,” said Stephen Braun, marketing 
manager for tourism at The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art. 

“When your bus arrives at our 
entrance, they (visitors) will sense that 
a medieval experience awaits,” he said. 
“The walk to the admissions area is along 
an interior stone corridor that evokes 
that period even though it was, in fact, 
constructed in modern times to match 
the four medieval cloisters for which this 
location of The Met is named.”

For those not familiar with the term 

“cloisters,” Braun suggested imagining 
“an enclosed medieval garden used for 
meditation and prayer.”

Visitors will see medieval tapestries, 
courtly and religious objects, altars and 
other items installed in a setting remi-
niscent of the time, Braun said. 

“In short, this is the only museum in 
the U.S. devoted exclusively to medieval 
art with the building and grounds itself 
being part of the full visitor experience,” 
he said.

The gardens of The Met Cloisters 
are meticulously maintained according 
to horticultural methods known in the 
medieval period, adding further to the 
experience, Braun added.

The Met Cloisters, which opened to the 
public in 1938, houses about 2,000 works 
of art from medieval Europe, mostly from 
the 12th through 15th centuries.

Cloisters visitors also have memo-

rable and unparalleled views of the Hud-
son River, Braun said. 

“Property rights across the Hud-
son were purchased by the Rockefeller 
family (benefactors of the Cloisters) to 
ensure unspoiled views for generations 
to come,” he said. 

Groups receive a discount on admis-
sion prices with a complimentary ticket 
for the group leader with every reserva-
tion. Guided tours can be booked for an 
additional charge. n

The Met Cloisters
212-923-3700 
metmuseum.org/visit/group-visits

Met Cloisters showcases medieval art

© The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
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Pocono Mountains

The Pocono Mountains boasts 2,400 square miles of rolling 
mountain terrain, breathtaking waterfalls, thriving woodlands and 
winding rivers. Located within driving distance of most major 
East Coast cities, the four-county region is a top destination for 
groups seeking a peaceful break from the bustling city. 

The Pocono Mountains is a four-season destination teeming 
with activities and festivals. Winters offer opportunities to ski, 
snowboard, snow tube and snowshoe through 163 ski trails 
— while summers boast 261 miles of hiking and biking trails, 
35 golf courses, whitewater rafting, boating, fishing, and open 
access to nine state and two national parks. Guests also enjoy 
exploring downtown districts, home to distinctive boutiques and 
eateries. With four major indoor waterparks, it’s no wonder why 
the Poconos is dubbed the Waterpark Capital of the Northeast. 

Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau 
800-722-9199 
poconomountains.com

Shop at The Crossings 
Premium Outlets, featuring 
more than 100 designer and 
name-brand outdoor stores 
offering 25–65% savings. 
Take a break from shopping 
to taste local products from 
two wineries and a tasting 
room/pub on-site. The outlets 
also feature food-court and 
sit-down dining options to 
please every palate.  

The Crossings
 Premium Outlets
570-629-4650
premiumoutlets.com/
 outlet/the-crossings

itinerary planner

Every minute is a thrill at 
Mount Airy Casino Resort 
Spa in Mount Pocono. Try 
more than 70 table games 
and 1,800 of the hottest slots. 
The property also boasts four 
restaurants, an indoor and 
outdoor pool, an 18-hole golf 
course and a full-service spa. 
Mount Airy Casino Resort is 
Pennsylvania’s first AAA Four-
Diamond casino property.

Mount Airy Casino
 Resort Spa
877-682-4791
mountairycasino.com

Take in the scenic Pocono 
Mountains via the rails. Climb 
aboard The Stourbridge 
Line, America’s first 
operating steam locomotive. 
Be transported back in 
time as the train makes 
its way along the peaceful 
Lackawaxen River Valley. 
The restored coaches let 
passengers experience how 
relaxing rail travel was from 
the 1920s to the 1950s. 

The Stourbridge Line
570-470-2697
thestourbridgeline.net

Built in 1886, Grey 
Towers National Historic 
Site in Milford is a symbol 
of conservation and natural 
beauty. Gifford Pinchot, 
America’s first forester and 
founder of the USDA Forest 
Service, called the property 
home. Now preserved and 
open to the public, visitors 
can take guided mansion and 
grounds tours.

Grey Towers National 
 Historic Site
570-296-9630
greytowers.org

PoconoMountains.com
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Today’s adult travelers have energy to burn. So take ‘em 

to Philadelphia. We have the most historic (and walkable) 

square mile in the country, world-renowned museums and 

theaters, and unbeatable shopping and dining. 

Think of us as your Philadelphia concierge, providing  

local contacts, recommending attractions and itineraries, 

and cluing you in on where to stay and eat. 

Plan your tours today at discoverphl.com/groups  
or call Jim DePhilippo at 215-636-3312

PHILADELPHIA. 
MORE THAN A TOUR. 
A TOUR DE FORCE.

PHLCVB_GTM_March2020.indd   1 12/30/19   8:56 AM

SPECIAL EXHIBITION —  AUGUST 22 ,  2020 -  MARCH 29,  2021

WHEN WOMEN LOST THE VOTE 
A Revolutionary Story, 1776-1807

BOOK YOUR GROUP VISIT TODAY!
groups@amrevmuseum.org         www.amrevmuseum.org

Did you know, more than 100 years 
before the passage of the Nineteenth 
Amendment, women legally voted 
in New Jersey? Or that their right to 
vote was taken away in 1807?  

DISCOVER THEIR STORIES.



Other historical attractions explain the what. 
We also shine a light on the why.

To learn more, call 215.309.0316 or visit  
faithandliberty.org/grouptours.

Handheld lamp guests receive 
to interact with immersive 
American history exhibits. 
Giving visitors a more informed, 
inspired and personalized 
experience like never before.

COMING LATE 2020

PHILADELPHIA ,  PA

FLDC / #96444 MLK Print Ad / 4C, Full Page, Non Bleed / Group Tour Media

96444_FLDC_MLK_GroupTourMedia.indd   1 2/4/20   5:03 PM
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awesome
VIEWS!

Shockingly

For More Information or to Book Your Group

Contact Diane Meglino at 

Diane@PhillyFromTheTop.com or 215-845-4160

Perfect for Both Student and Adult Groups       
PhillyFromTheTop.com

THE

HIGH
POINT
OF ANY TRIP

Explore America’s 
Most Historic Prison

Customized, private 
group tours are led by a 

member of our expert staff. 

2027 Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
(215) 309-4900

www.EasternState.org
grouptours@easternstate.org

What do a piece of the Berlin Wall, 
Emmy Awards, troll dolls and Kevin 
Costner have to do with Little League? 
That’s some of what visitors can learn at 
the World of Little League® Museum in 
South Williamsport.

“Visiting the museum is an adven-
ture for everyone, even those who may 
not be baseball or softball fans,” said 
Janice L. Ogurcak, director of public 
programming and outreach. “It is more 
than balls, bats and gloves.

“It’s a glimpse of how Little League 
was shaped by history and what was go-
ing on in the world at the time.”

Little League, the first organized 
youth sports program in the world, is 
also the world’s largest organized youth 
sports program. It was established in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, in 1939.

In the interactive section of the 
museum, visitors can look up hometown 
leagues, time themselves running between 
home plate and first base; play shortstop, 
outfield or catcher; and see which notable 
adults were Little League players.

Groups have five tour options. 
The 60-minute Base Hit Tour in-

cludes a museum guided tour and over-
view of the Little League World Series 
Complex from the Flag Plaza overlook-
ing the stadiums.

The free Short Stop Tour includes a 
guide who provides an overview of the 
complex at the Flag Plaza.

The Grand Slam Tour is offered every 
month except August and includes a 
museum tour; hot lunch in the same 
dining hall used by the Little Leaguers at 
the Little League Baseball World Series; 
and a behind-the-scenes guided tour 
of Lamade Stadium, the location of the 
annual championship game.

Two more tours are in conjunction 
with the Little League World Series and 
provide visitors with extra insight into 
the annual event.

The motorcoach driver and tour 
guide receive complimentary admission 
and vouchers for the museum store.

“We are very accessible to motor-
coaches,” Ogurcak said. “We’ve got a 
parking lot right here. They can drop 
visitors off right at the front door.” n

World of Little League® Museum
570-326-1921, ext. 2280
littleleague.org/world-of-little-league/ 
 group-tours

Make connections at 
World of Little League Museum

Courtesy of Little League Baseball and Softball
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(814) 849-5197
VisitPAGO.com
(814) 849-5197
VisitPAGO.com

Five counties in northern Pennsyl-
vania present endless possibilities for 
group tours.

Pennsylvania Great Outdoors Visi-
tors Bureau represents Jefferson, Elk, 
Clarion, Forest and Cameron counties. 

John A. Straitiff, executive director 
of Pennsylvania Great Outdoors Visitors 
Bureau, said the region offers many at-
tractions of interest to group tours.

“We are home to Pennsylvania’s wild 
elk herd, which is now 1,000 animals,” 
Straitiff said. “We are a beautiful area of 
Pennsylvania with plenty to offer tour 
operators to then offer their clients. Visi-
tors have a chance to see wild elk and 
enjoy rich history, interesting tours and 
fun events at a very affordable price.”

Groups can experience a chainsaw 
carvers’ rendezvous in Ridgeway, attend 
Clarion’s Autumn Leaf Festival, or take in 
a performance at the Allegheny Riverstone 
Center for the Arts, Clarion University or 
the Sawmill Theater in Cook Forest.

Here’s a rundown of some of the 
region’s top group attractions:

Elk County: Elk Country Visitor 
Center, Straub Brewery Tour — Tap 
Room and Visitor Center, and Ridge-
way Lily of the Valley National Historic 
Register District.

Jefferson County: New Groundhog 
Visitor Center on Gobbler’s Knob in 
Punxsutawney, Weather Discovery Cen-
ter, Coolspring Power Museum, Jeffer-
son County History Center & Scripture 

Rocks Heritage Park, Blackbird Distill-
ery and BWP Bats factory tours.

Cook Forest: Cook Forest Sawmill 
Center for the Arts and Verna Leith The-
ater, Double Diamond Deer Ranch and 
Farmers Inn Wildlife Park & Restaurant.

Clarion County: The resort town of 
Foxburg on the Allegheny River, Allegh-
eny Riverstone Center for the Arts, Red 
Brick Gallery, Foxburg Tours, Foxburg 
Wine Cellars, Deer Creek Winery, and 
Peirce Planetarium at Clarion University.

Forest County: Tionesta Fish Hatch-
ery Tours, Tionesta Market Village, Tio-
nesta History Center and its new replica 
Lumber Camp, and Sherman Memorial 
Lighthouse Tours.

Cameron County: Wildlife Center 
at Sinnemahoning State Park and The 
Little Museum.

Stephanie Colwell, the group tours 
coordinator at the bureau, helps with 
planning/coordinating tours, lodging, 
dining and excursions.

“We can arrange step-on or ride-along 
guides for Lily of the Valley Historic 
Homes and other guides as needed,” 
Straitiff said. “We can arrange times to 
bottle feed fawns at Double Diamond 
Deer Ranch, horse-drawn wagon rides 
at Elk Country Visitor Center or boat/
Segway tours with Foxburg Tours. We 
can also help with canoe, kayak and tub-
ing trips with Pale Whale Canoe Fleet in 
Cook Forest, plus other options.” n

Pennsylvania Great Outdoors 
 Visitors Bureau
814-849-5197
visitpago.com

Roam Pennsylvania’s great outdoors

Pennsylvania Great Outdoors Visitors Bureau
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The Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau 
has a message for visitors who love beer, 
wine, cider and spirits: Start sipping.

The bureau has created a dream tour 
for those who love adult beverages — a 
“Pour Tour” featuring the tri-county 
region’s breweries, wineries, meaderies, 
cideries and distilleries. 

Fayette, Somerset and Westmoreland 
counties are located in southwestern 
Pennsylvania.

Passports are free and list 31 par-
ticipating businesses by type with icons 
indicating which are group friendly, 
have food trucks or live music.

When visitors purchase a drink, they 
receive a sticker to place in the passport. 
Those who collect eight stickers get a 
corkscrew or bottle opener. 

“After 18 stickers, they get a really 
cool Pour Tour T-shirt,” said Stacey 
Magda, director of tourism development 
at Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau. “If 
they’re very ambitious and collect 28 
stickers, they get an insulated growler or 
a four-pack of insulated wine tumblers. 
And they can turn in their passport 
for a chance to win a two-night Laurel 
Highlands getaway.”

The tour’s creation corresponds with 
an explosion of businesses producing 
alcoholic beverages, said Anna Weltz, 
the bureau’s director of public relations.

“We took a look at the burgeoning 
businesses and noticed quite a few brew-
eries, new cideries, wineries with great 

legacy history and quite a growth in dis-
tilled spirits,” Weltz said. “That’s pretty 
interesting because it’s the birthplace of 
the Whiskey Rebellion. 

“We thought, ‘Wow, that’s a really in-
credible experience and such a great way 
to display our region’s characteristics, 
history and heritage. What do you say 
we weave them all together and create a 
visitors’ experience?’”

Magda said the Pour Tour has been 
very popular.

“Passports are flying off the shelves,” 
Magda said. “It’s an absolutely awesome 
immersive experience for groups of any 

size. 
“It’s a ready-made tour that can be 

added on as a stopover through the 
Laurel Highlands or as a destination for 
the experience. It’s a really great ready-
made resource for tour operators and 
a whole new experience in the Laurel 
Highlands.”

Groups are asked to call ahead. Most 
establishments offer free parking, al-
though there may be a charge in town. n

Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau
724-238-5661, ext. 111
laurelhighlands.org/plan/pour-tour

Sip and savor on Laurel Highlands Pour Tour

Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau
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Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C., offers hundreds of attractions for group tours. 
Monuments and museums are perennial favorites. The 

Washington Monument, the tallest at 555 feet, has reopened 
after a multiyear renovation.

It’s hard to beat Washington, D.C., when it comes to 
museums. Visitors can see everything from classic art to the 
wonders of aviation to the natural world.

Don’t neglect the district’s arts and culture scene. Explore 
awe-inspiring art galleries, performing arts centers and lively 
music venues. The REACH, Washington’s newest arts and 
culture incubator and first expansion of the Kennedy Center, 
offers flexible new space.

Destination DC
washington.org

The National Mall 
is centrally located in 
Washington, D.C., stretching 
over 2 miles from the Lincoln 
Memorial on the west end 
to the U.S. Capitol on the 
east end. Monuments 
and memorials honor 
American heroes. Science, 
art and culture come alive 
at the impressive lineup 
of Smithsonian Institution 
museums.

National Mall
 and Memorial Parks
202-426-6841
nps.gov/nama

itinerary planner

Union Station D.C. is a 
restored, historic, mixed-use, 
intermodal transportation 
and shopping center located 
just blocks from the U.S. 
Capitol. The Union Station 
Meal Voucher Program allows 
operators to simplify meal 
planning for tour groups. 
Purchase food vouchers 
online, print when convenient 
and redeem at any of the 
participating restaurants for 
set menu items.

Union Station D.C.
unionstationdc.com

The National Archives 
Museum includes The 
Rotunda for the Charters 
of Freedom — home of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. In the “Public Vaults” 
exhibit, encounter original 
records, including Abraham 
Lincoln’s telegrams to 
his generals and audio 
recordings from the Oval 
Office. One-hour docent-led 
guided tours are available for 
groups.

National Archives Museum
877-559-6777
museum.archives.gov

Head to The John F. 
Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts for a 
music, dance or theater 
performance. Friends of the 
Kennedy Center tour guides 
give guided tours of the 
Kennedy Center and The 
REACH. The REACH, which 
opened last year, is a 21st-
century cultural campus and 
arts incubator.

The John F. Kennedy 
 Center for the
 Performing Arts
202-416-8400
kennedy-center.org

Clockwise from top: iStock, Courtesy of washington.org, National Archives, Courtesy of washington.org, NPS/Victoria Stauffenberg

EXPLORE DINE VIEW WATCH

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE
CENTENNIAL

Commemorate The

STOP 1
Belmont-Paul Women’s Equality 
National Monument
The National Park Service conducts 
tours of the Belmont-Paul Women’s 
Equality National Monument, a 
200-year-old historic house in Capitol 
Hill that has been at the center of 
the fi ght for women’s rights since the 
National Woman’s Party became the 
owner in 1929. Guests can learn about 
the origins of the suff rage and women’s 
rights movements, as well as the women 
who earned the right to vote and 
introduced the Equal Rights Amendment. 

STOP 2
National Archives – Rightfully Hers: 
American Women and the Vote 
This 3,000-square-foot exhibit in the 
Lawrence F. O’Brien Gallery at the 
National Archives uses more than 
90 items, including records, artifacts 
and photographs, to tell the complex 
story of diverse suff ragists in securing 
women’s voting rights. The exhibit, 
which is open through Jan. 3, 2021, 
also goes well beyond 1920 to show 
the relentless struggle that occurred 
throughout U.S. history to win voting 
rights for all women.

STOP 3
Library of Congress – Shall Not Be 
Denied: Women Fight for the Vote 
The seven-decade struggle for women’s 
suff rage is illuminated in detail in this 
Library of Congress exhibit. Visitors 
can retrace stories of diverse women 
who changed America. The exhibition, 
which is open through Sept. 2020, 
draws from the collections of Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy 
Stone, Mary Church Terrell and other 
suff ragists. Photographs, fi lm footage and 
rare manuscripts will transport visitors 
back in time as women took their place 
in the public square.

STOP
Washington Walks - The Women 
Who Changed America Tour 
Washington Walks leads this tour 
that highlights the trailblazing 
women who have lived, worked 
and contributed to social 
change in Washington, DC. 
You will have a chance to 
learn about Clara Barton, 
Dorothy Height, Frances 
Perkins (the fi rst woman 
cabinet secretary) and 
many others.

CENTENNIAL
SUFFRAGE

CENTENNIAL

Shall Not Be 
Denied: Women Fight for the Vote 
The seven-decade struggle for women’s 
suff rage is illuminated in detail in this 

 exhibit. Visitors 
can retrace stories of diverse women 
who changed America. The exhibition, 
which is open through Sept. 2020, 
draws from the collections of Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy 
Stone, Mary Church Terrell and other 
suff ragists. Photographs, fi lm footage and 
rare manuscripts will transport visitors 
back in time as women took their place 

Washington Walks - The Women 
Who Changed America Tour 

 leads this tour 
that highlights the trailblazing 
women who have lived, worked 

For more information, Contact:
Lindsay Hill  |  Senior Manager, Tourism Sales

lindsay@washington.org

DCLovesGroupswashington.org

Celebrate the 100th anniversary of a woman’s right 
to vote with an itinerary that highlights pivotal, exciting 

and free exhibits and tours.
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Stone, Mary Church Terrell and other 
suff ragists. Photographs, fi lm footage and 
rare manuscripts will transport visitors 
back in time as women took their place 
in the public square.

STOP
Washington Walks - The Women 
Who Changed America Tour 
Washington Walks leads this tour 
that highlights the trailblazing 
women who have lived, worked 
and contributed to social 
change in Washington, DC. 
You will have a chance to 
learn about Clara Barton, 
Dorothy Height, Frances 
Perkins (the fi rst woman 
cabinet secretary) and 
many others.

CENTENNIAL
SUFFRAGE

CENTENNIAL

Shall Not Be 
Denied: Women Fight for the Vote 
The seven-decade struggle for women’s 
suff rage is illuminated in detail in this 

 exhibit. Visitors 
can retrace stories of diverse women 
who changed America. The exhibition, 
which is open through Sept. 2020, 
draws from the collections of Susan B. 
Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy 
Stone, Mary Church Terrell and other 
suff ragists. Photographs, fi lm footage and 
rare manuscripts will transport visitors 
back in time as women took their place 

Washington Walks - The Women 
Who Changed America Tour 

 leads this tour 
that highlights the trailblazing 
women who have lived, worked 

For more information, Contact:
Lindsay Hill  |  Senior Manager, Tourism Sales

lindsay@washington.org

DCLovesGroupswashington.org

Celebrate the 100th anniversary of a woman’s right 
to vote with an itinerary that highlights pivotal, exciting 

and free exhibits and tours.
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the capital region

ALL GROUPS SAVE!  
BOOK 2020 NOW!

BEAUTIFUL 
THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL

THE SPONGEBOB  
MUSICAL

RIVERDANCE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW

AND MANY MORE!

CONTACT GROUP SALES: 

703.255.1851 
GROUPSALES@WOLFTRAP.ORG

15 MILES FROM DC IN VIENNA, VA

Bring your groups to Washington 
DC’s most interactive museum. 
Solve a crime in our Take the Case 
exhibit or work as a dispatcher in 
our 911 Emergency Ops.

LawEnforcementMuseum.org/Groups
444 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

For more information contact Ali Brewer 
at 202-737-7498 or abrewer@nleomf.org

The National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C., offers visitors 
a “walk in the shoes” experience of what 
it is like to be a law enforcement officer.

The museum opened in late 2018 
at the Motorola Solutions Foundation 
Building.

“Groups will enjoy a curated visit to 
our highly interactive and immersive 
museum,” said Robyn Small, director of 

communications, marketing and public 
relations. 

“In addition to a highlights tour of our 
collection, they’ll also have the opportu-
nity to experience hands-on exhibits that 
allow visitors to actually see what it’s like 
to be an officer,” she said. “These include 
tailing a suspect, using surveillance tools, 
fielding simulated emergency calls in our 
9-1-1 Ops Center and participating in 
our Training Simulator Experience, the 
nation’s only authentic police training 
simulator that’s open to the public.”

Visitors also learn about key figures 
in law enforcement history and their 
roles in bringing some of the country’s 
most notorious criminals to justice — 
criminals like Al Capone, Billy the Kid, 
the Beltway Sniper and the Unibomber.

The museum offers a variety of 
hands-on forensics workshops from fin-
gerprinting and DNA analysis to blood 
spatter analysis. 

Other workshops deal with knowing 

one’s constitutional rights when inter-
acting with law enforcement and the 
appropriate use of force. 

In addition, the museum provides cus-
tomized tours, talks and workshops based 
on the ages and interest levels of the group.

“The museum is located in the heart 
of downtown Washington, D.C. within 
walking proximity to several other 
landmarks and museums in the nation’s 
capital,” Small said. “Additionally, we are 
open late on Thursday evenings dur-
ing spring and summer hours, enabling 
groups to visit other attractions during 
the day and our museum in the evening, 
sometimes in conjunction with museum 
evening programs. We welcome groups 
of all sizes and demographics, from 
students to seniors, first responders to 
everyday citizens.” n

National Law Enforcement Museum
202-737-7498
lawenforcementmuseum.org

Solve a crime at National Law Enforcement Museum

National Law Enforcement Museum
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Hamilton

The port city of Hamilton is located at the western end of 
Lake Ontario. 

Heritage, the arts and outdoor adventure combine to make 
Hamilton a dynamic destination. Check out Gateway, a 120-foot 
mural on James Street South, as well as other public art projects.

Among Hamilton’s beautiful natural attractions are more than 
120 waterfalls cascading across the city.

West Harbour is home to waterfront trails, cafes and bike 
rentals. Peaceful trails surround green spaces.

In additional to the attractions in the itinerary planner, 
consider visiting the Art Gallery of Hamilton, Hamilton Museum 
of Steam and Technology, and African Lion Safari. To soar 
above the forest, try zip lining with Treetop Trekking at Binbrook 
Conservation Area.

Tourism Hamilton
905-546-2424, ext. 5771
tourismhamilton.com

Royal Botanical Gardens 
aims to bring people, 
plants and nature together. 
Experience guided tours of the 
world’s largest lilac collection, 
over 100,000 spring bulbs, 
250,000 iris blooms, 3,000 
exotic rose bushes and a 
Mediterranean Garden under 
glass. Five display gardens 
offer experiences for every 
season. A variety of menu 
options are available.

Royal Botanical Gardens
905-527-1158
rbg.ca/grouptours

itinerary planner

Dundurn National 
Historic Site, known as 
Dundurn Castle, was home 
to Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 
a railway magnate, lawyer 
and premier of the United 
Canadas (1854–1856) and 
his family. Hamilton Civic 
Museums offers guided tours 
and immersive experiences 
for groups. Costumed 
interpreters share secrets of 
the family and their servants. 

Dundurn National
 Historic Site
905-546-2872
hamilton.ca/dundurn

Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum is often 
described as “Canada’s 
largest flying museum.” It’s 
the only place in the world to 
purchase a flight on an Avro 
Lancaster, a famous WWII 
bomber. Discover a collection 
of almost 50 aircraft and 
displays dedicated to 
Canada’s aviation history 
since WWII. 

Canadian Warplane 
 Heritage Museum
905-679-4183
warplane.com

Head to HMCS Haida 
National Historic Site. The 
Tribal class destroyer served 
in World War II, the Korean 
War and the Cold War. The 
vessel is now a museum ship 
and docked at Hamilton West 
Harbour (Pier 9). Explore 
the historic decks of the 
destroyer dubbed “Canada’s 
most fightingest ship.”

HMCS Haida
 National Historic Site
905-526-6742
pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/
 on/haida

 Tourism Hamilton

ENJOY TOUR DISCOVER EXPLORE
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SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL 
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2020 SEASON
13 plays including Sherlock 
Holmes and The Raven’s Curse, 
Gypsy, Charley’s Aunt and
Me and My Girl. 

 1.866.216.5995 
ext. 226 & 227 

A pretty county lane driveway in 
Pickering leads to a former dairy barn 
surrounded by farmland.

Welcome to Herongate Barn Dinner 
Theatre. The facility, which opened in 
1974, has been entertaining audiences 
with dinner and a show in one location 
ever since.

The cozy dining room, where the cows 
lived until the mid-1960s, is full of hand-
hewn beams. The barn was built around 
1880, using cut timbers from the sur-
rounding area. To compliment the cozy at-
mosphere of the dining room, Herongate 
offers live piano music during dinner.

Steven Graham, president, said 
Herongate’s kitchen specializes in home-
cooked, gourmet meals with fresh ingre-
dients in all recipes and no skimping on 
the portions. 

“We boast the best salad bar, featur-
ing lots of choice homemade salads ac-
companied by a delicious bowl of soup 
that is homemade from scratch every 
day,” he said.

Main courses include beef, pork, fish 
or chicken. Meals are served buffet-style.

“You really need to leave a little room 
for dessert because nothing tastes better 
than a cup of coffee or tea and a slice 
of home baked pie after a good meal,” 
Graham said.

The Herongate barn has two levels. 

The dining room is downstairs. After 
dinner, guests go upstairs to the hayloft, 
which has been converted into a proper 
theater, with raised and raked seating 
and a full stage. While there is not an 
elevator, guests with mobility issues are 
escorted around the outside of the barn 
to a level entry into the theater.

Comedies are what Herongate is 
known for. The dinner theater presents six 
shows a year, including the work of Brit-
ish, Canadian and American playwrights.

“Herongate is an attractive and 
venerable building with lots of charac-
ter,” Graham said. “It’s warm and cozy 
in the winter and cool and comfortable 
in summer months. Our groups love the 
fact that we are all in one location for 
the entire afternoon or evening.” n

Herongate Barn Dinner Theatre
905-472-3085
herongate.com

Herongate Barn Dinner Theatre 
delivers fine meals, entertainment 
in unique setting

Herongate Barn Dinner Theatre
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Windsor Crossing Premium Out-
lets is a modern, open-concept, hybrid 
outlet shopping center in LaSalle.

The mall offers more than 30 stores 
and is located off Highway 401, just 
south of Windsor, in the Windsor Essex 
Pelee Island area.

“Windsor Crossing features a great 
mix of full- and off-price retailers,” said 
Anna Pluciennik, marketing and busi-
ness development assistant. “We are a 
home to many stores that are not found 
anywhere else in the region, such as Co-
lumbia, Tommy Hilfiger, Levi’s, Coach 
and more. We have sales up to 70% off at 
the mall depending on promotions.”

Pluciennik recommended groups plan 
to shop at Windsor Crossing Premium 
Outlets for at least two to four hours.

“We have a designated spot for 
bus parking,” Pluciennik said. “Guests 
receive promotional bags with exclusive 
coupons. The group leader and bus 
driver receive $15 gift cards.”

An informative meet and greet is 
another group tour service.

Groups are asked to contact Windsor 
Crossing Premium Outlets three to four 
days before their arrival.

The mall also offers special events 
and giveaways. n

Windsor Crossing Premium Outlets
519-972-7111
windsorcrossing.ca

Stop and shop at 
Windsor Crossing 
Premium Outlets

Windsor Crossing Premium Outlets

Ask About Student
Group Rates

FOR A COMPLETE LINE UP OF SHOWS!

416.872.1212 | | 1.800.461.3333

“A THRILLING
THEATRICAL
SPECTACLE”

THE GUARDIAN

THE STORY CONTINUES ON STAGE
WHERE THE MAGIC IS REAL

BEGINS OCTOBER 2020
Ed Mirvish Theatre

P
H

O
TO

 O
F

 C
A

N
A

D
IA

N
 C

A
ST

 B
Y

 C
Y

LL
A

 V
O

N
 T

IE
D

E
M

A
N

N

3RD SMASH YEAR
IN TORONTO

NOW ON STAGE   
Royal Alexandra Theatre

TORONTO
THEATRE
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Tenerife

O

Largest of Spain’s Canary Islands is big on 
biodiversity, from seaside to mountains
By Mary Bergin

ur one-hour ride felt 
like a slow-moving 
roller coaster on a 
gigantic track that goes 
around and around, up 
far more than down. 

At every hairpin turn, the driver tapped 
his horn twice because the road was so 
narrow. We ascended through clouds, 
and then sunshine reappeared.

What began with terraced farm fields 
and thick forests ended with a moon-like 
surface of craggy rocks and nary a trace 
of vegetation. The final upward climb 

was a steep, eight-minute cable car ride.
Welcome to Mount Teide, a volcano 

nearly 12,200 feet tall on Tenerife, the 
largest of Spain’s eight Canary Islands. 
Although the crater last erupted in 1909, 
a whiff of sulfur remained. 

Adventurers skip the cable ride and 
hike 6 miles, one way, between volcano 
base and summit. A permit — free but in 
high demand — is required to navigate 
the final, arduous 535 feet from cable 
car drop-off to the crater’s rim. Teide 
National Park issues no more than 200 
permits per day.

Tenerife’s variety
The dormant volcano is a star 

attraction on Tenerife, which is 60 miles 
long and 10 to 30 miles wide, roughly 
three-fourths the size of Rhode Island. It 
is three land masses that became one 
because of long-ago volcanic activity.

The island is a nature lover’s dream. 
The range of micro-climates and 
biodiversity is unusual. So is the range 
of lifestyles — remote cave dwellings to 
edgy cosmopolitan digs. You will want 
to hug the seashore while exploring, as 
well as soar toward Mount Teide.

Castillo San Miguel
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Let’s address misconceptions first. 
Although the Canaries are a part of 
Spain, the islands are much closer to 
the Sahara Desert in Africa (200 miles 
east of Tenerife) than Seville (900 
miles northeast). Although the island’s 
south end is like a desert, humidity 
and trade winds make the north end 
green and lush. 

“Canary” refers to the Presa Canario 
— a large, fierce dog that is similar to 
a mastiff — and not the chirpy bird. 
The wild dog population made a big 
impression on ancient Roman explorers, 

and the islands’ official flag includes 
two dogs standing on hind legs, but 
modern-day encounters are unlikely.

On the island are two UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Teide National 
Park is one, because of what it 
teaches about the evolution of 
oceanic islands. “Atmospheric 
conditions” create ever-changing 
“textures and tones in the landscape,” 
UNESCO observes.

San Cristobal de La Laguna makes 
the UNESCO cut too because the city’s 
grid design was an innovation that 

others, including the Americas, have 
duplicated. The city’s mix of preserved 
architectural styles also is unusual. “A 
laboratory of cultural experimentation” 
in a “melting pot of cultures” is how 
UNESCO describes it.

GastroMag, Adan Martin auditorium

Adan Martin auditorium

Dragon tree
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Tastes of Tenerife
Tenerife’s winding roads lead to 

grove after grove of mango, banana and 
pineapple trees. Fields of potatoes and 
tomatoes are typically tended by hand 
because tractors can’t navigate the 
steep terrain.

Sit with an awesome view and glass 
of Hollera, the most popular of 14 
wines made at Bodegas Monje. Felipe 
Monje, the fifth-generation owner, says 
a grape vine that lasts 50 to 80 years 
elsewhere will last up to 300 years 
here because of the volcanic soil and 
temperate climate. About 20 types 
of grapes grown on his 42 acres are 
unique to the Canary Islands.

Add wine tastings and a cooking 
lesson. Red and green mojo sauces 
are a big deal throughout Tenerife, and 
Bodegas Monje is a good place to learn 
the recipe. The indigenous dish shows 
up everywhere, casual to fine dining, 
and often is served with a local goat 
cheese or “wrinkled potatoes” — known 
as papas bravas — whose skins are 
coated in salt from the water in which 
they boiled. 

No matter where you roam, every 
day — or perhaps every meal — should 
end with a barraquito, another Tenerife 
specialty. In the much-loved drink are 
layers of coffee, sweetened condensed 
milk and a liqueur or citrus.

We lingered under the shade of a 

very old dragon tree and got our first 
taste of a banana liqueur, which is 
added to coffee and used as a syrup 
for ice cream or a substitute for vanilla 
when baking. The tree, declared a 
national monument one century ago, is 
a visitor draw in quiet Icod de los Vinos.

We stopped for an inexpensive 
lunch of abadejo (pollack), saucy 
octopus chunks and colorful salads at 
Café Africa, whose owner ended the 
meal with samples of her homemade 
mulberry liqueur. Across the road was 
the beautifully desolate black sand 
beach of Taganana, known as “the 
village at the end of the world” because 
of its far north location and the scenic 
drive to get there.

Teide National Park 

Mount Teide cable car

Carnival at Santa Cruz de Tenerife

Typical Canary Island-style
holiday apartmentsMojo sauce class
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From caves to Carnaval
A few Tenerife residents still live in case-
rias — cave houses — in the Chinamada 
area, and the nearby mountainous 
Anaga Rural Park is home to some of 
the world’s last forests of laurel trees.

More urbane is the capital city 
of Santa Cruz, a hub for shopping, 
shipping, trade and cruise ships. On 
the waterfront is the edgy Adan Martin 
auditorium, designed by Santiago 
Calatrava and a popular spot for 
dawdling with a beverage or snack.

In 1987, the city broke a world record 

for Carnaval attendance, and the annual 
February festival draws more than 
200,000 to Tenerife. Those who can’t 
visit during Carnaval can check out the 
new Casa del Carnaval museum, which 
provides a fun, you-are-there experience, 
regardless of time of year. n

Tenerife Tourism
webtenerife.com

Tourist Office of Spain 
spain.info

Casa del Carnaval museum

Beach at Taganana
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(Berkshire Visitors Bureau) ................................67 
berkshires.org

Amish Country of Northern Indiana - 
 Elkhart County CVB ...........................................21 
amishcountrytours.org

Argia Mystic Cruises ...........................................54 
argiamystic.com

Belmont County Tourism Council .....................39 
visitbelmontcounty.com

Broadway.com / 
 Group Sales Box Office ................................ Insert 
broadway.com

Cambridge/Guernsey County VCB ...................41 
visitguernseycounty.com

Carroll County Office of Tourism ......................65 
carrollcountytourism.org

Cartoon Network Hotel .....................................86 
cartoonnetworkhotel.com

Circle Wisconsin Inc ............................................52 
circlewisconsin.com

Cleveland History Center 
 (Western Reserve HS) ........................................46 
wrhs.org

Cross Sound Cruises ...........................................55 
longislandferry.com

Dearborn County CVB ........................................24 
visitsoutheastindiana.com

Delaware Tourism Office ....................................57 
visitdelaware.com

Destination DC ....................................................89 
destinationdc.com

Detroit Metro CVB / Visit Detroit ......................29 
visitdetroit.com

Detroit Zoological Society .................................28 
detroitzoo.org

Dutchman Hospitality & Restaurants ..............46 
dhgroup.com

Eagan CVB .........................................................100 
eaganmn.com

Eastern State Penitentiary ................................84 
easternstate.com

Element Hotel - Harrison Newark .....................74 
elementharrison.com

Experience Columbus ........................................40 
experiencecolumbus.com

Explore Minnesota Tourism ..............................36 
exploreminnesota.com

Faith and Liberty Discovery Center ..................83 
faithandliberty.org

Franklin Park Conservatory ..............................41 
fpconservatory.org

Frederik Meijer Gardens
 & Sculpture Park ................................................28 
meijergardens.org

Gahanna CVB ......................................................41 
visitgahanna.com

Garrett County COC
 (The Deep Creek Experience) ...........................62 
visitdeepcreek.com

Grand Hotel .........................................................32 
grandhotel.com

GrandStay Hospitality, LLC.................................. 2 
grandstayhospitality.com

Hagley Museum & Library .................................58 
hagley.org

Happy Valley Adventure Bureau ......................81 
centralpacvb.org

Harrison County CVB .........................................23 
thisisindiana.org

Holland Area CVB ...............................................31 
holland.org

Janesville Area CVB ............................................52 
janesvillecvb.com

Jelly Belly Center - WI .........................................49 
jellybelly.com

Kenosha Area CVB ..............................................48 
visitkenosha.com

Lake Erie Shores & Islands .................................39 
ShoresAndIslands.com

Lake George Area in NY’s Adirondacks 
 (Warren County Department 
 of Tourism) ..........................................................78 
visitlakegeorge.com

Lake View Hotel ..................................................34 
lake-view-hotel.com

Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau .....................87 
laurelhighlands.org

Lehman’s ..............................................................46 
lehmans.com

Liberty Science Center .......................................74 
lsc.org

Maid of the Mist Corporation ............................77 
maidofthemist.com

Mall of America ..................................................... 3 
mallofamerica.com

Marion County CVB - OH ...................................42 
visitmarionohio.com

Maryland Office of Tourism ...............................64 
visitmaryland.org/groups

Meet AC (Atlantic City CVA) ...............................73 
meetinac.com
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 & Visitors Association ........................................36 
minneapolis.org

ADVERTISER ................................ PG. ADVERTISER ................................ PG. ADVERTISER ................................ PG.

Thank you to our Advertising Partners  



99grouptourmagazine.com

ADVERTISER ................................ PG. ADVERTISER ................................ PG. ADVERTISER ................................ PG.

Thank you to our Advertising Partners  

Miami County VCB ..............................................42 
Homegrowngreat.com

Milwaukee Art Museum ....................................49 
www.mam.org

Mirvish Productions ...........................................93 
mirvish.com

Museum of the American Revolution ..............82 
amrevmuseum.org

Muskegon County CVB ......................................28 
visitmuskegon.org

National Comedy Center/
 Lucy Desi Museums ...........................................76 
comedycenter.org

National Law Enforcement Officers 
 Memorial & Museum .........................................90 
lawmemorial.org

Newport Mansions ............................................... 8 
newportmansions.org

North of Boston CVB ..........................................69 
www.northofboston.org

North Shore Music Theatre/
 Back Stage Bistro ...............................................68 
www.nsmt.org

Northwest PA Great Outdoors 
 Visitors Bureau ...................................................85 
visitpago.com

Ocean City CVB .............................................63, 65 
ococean.com

One Liberty Observation Deck .........................84 
phillyfromthetop.com

Padelford Packet Boat Co, Inc ...........................36 
riverrides.com

Philadelphia CVB ................................................82 
pcvb.org

Real Racine County CVB ....................................52 
racine.org

Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada ............................92 
ripleysaquariumofcanada.com

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame & Museum ................43 
rockhall.com

Salem Witch Museum .........................................69 
salemwitchmuseum.com

Sauk Centre Area CVB ........................................37 
visitsaukcentre.org

Shaw Festival Theatre ........................................92 
shawfest.com

Skylon Tower .......................................................92 
skylon.com

So IN Tourism 
 (Clark-Floyd Counties CTB) ...............................22 
gosoin.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort ..........................27 
soaringeaglecasino.com

Southwestern Michigan Tourist Council..........30 
swmichigan.org

Spyscape ..............................................................79 
spyscape.com

The Capital Wheel at National Harbor .............65 
thecapitalwheel.com

The Fireside Dinner Theatre ........................49, 52 
firesidetheatre.com

The Mount/Edith Wharton Restoration ...........68 
edithwharton.org

Toby’s Dinner Theatre ........................................65 
tobysdinnertheatre.com

TourismOhio .................................................. Insert 
discoverohio.com

Tulip Time Festival, Inc .......................................31 
tuliptime.com

Tuscarawas County CVB ....................................46 
ohiotimelessadventures.com

UPTRA (Upper Peninsula Travel 
 & Recreation Association) .................................33 
uptravel.com

Visit Frederick .....................................................65 
visitfrederick.org

Visit French Lick West Baden .............................25 
vflwb.com

Visit Hagerstown - 
 Washington County CVB ...................................65 
visithagerstown.com

VISIT Milwaukee .................................................49 
milwaukee.org

Visit Montgomery - MD......................................62 
visitmontgomery.com

Visit Sheboygan ..................................................51 
visitsheboygan.com

Visit St. Cloud Area CVB .....................................37 
visitstcloud.com

Weathervane Seafood .......................................10 
weathervaneseafoods.com

Windmill Island Gardens ...................................31 
windmillisland.org

Wolf Trap Foundation
 for the Performing Arts .....................................90 
wolftrap.org

Yankee Stadium ..................................................78 
mlb.com/yankees/ballpark

Ye Olde Mill/Velvet Ice Cream ...........................41 
velveticecream.com
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excitement.

What will you find in Ohio?

Share a laugh while cruising in one of the 
most unique vehicles on land or sea—
the amphicar—at the Celina Lake Festival.
Just one of the many memorable events 
happening in Ohio this spring and summer.

Ten perfect road trips await you at 
RoadTrips.Ohio.org

Celina Lake Festival

AMISH COUNTRY

experience life on an Amish farm.
In Amish Country, it’s easy to find honest-to-goodness 
home cooking, cheese factory tours and tastings,
artisan-quality chocolates, world-renowned quilts,
antiques and handcrafted furniture. You can 
experience life on an Amish farm and homestead,
and many other activities perfect for groups.
Start planning your tour by requesting information,
reserving accommodations and making a list of
restaurants to try.

VisitAmishCountry.com | 877-674-3975

BUTLER COUNTY

donuts & drafts in Butler County!
Try Ohio’s sweetest group tour experience! 
Known for the famous Donut Trail, Butler County 
welcomes you and your group to experience 
donuts in a new way. Take in the full experience 
with some donut taste-testing, see the classic 
Homer Price donut machine, sample brews (or 
root beer) at Municipal Brew Works, explore 
downtown Hamilton, visit a donut-themed 
mural and enjoy lunch with a view. With top-
notch planning services, custom itineraries 
and more, make Butler County your next 
group tour destination.

TravelButlerCounty.com/Group-Tour
513-860-4194

Life in the slow lane in Amish Country

Holtman’s Donut Shop in West Chester

Municipal Brew Works in Hamilton Butler County Donut Trail

UNION COUNTY

minutes from Columbus.
miles from ordinary.
Participate in a truly unique experience of
dining on a covered bridge, complete with 
entertainment and a setting sure to celebrate 
a slower era. Watch how six pounds of wood is 
transformed into a baseball bat at Phoenix Bats.
Grow your green thumb and taste local delights 
with an array of “Agri-Fun” experiences. Discover 
the power of dreams through Honda’s history of
innovation at the Honda Heritage Center. Sip at 
wineries, and savor delicious made-from-scratch 
favorites at Der Dutchman Restaurant! Let us craft 
memories for your groups today! 

VisitUnionCountyOhio.org
937-642-6279
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Mitchell’s Berries in Plain City
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FOODIES

Ten perfect road trips await you at Roadtrips.Ohio.org

GETAWAYS

admiration.

What will you find in Ohio?

Celebrate the home of professional football at Canton’s
Pro Football Hall of Fame. Join sports fans from all over and 
cheer during this year’s Centennial Celebration. 

Ten perfect road trips await you at RoadTrips.Ohio.org

Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton   



CULTURE BUFFS

YOUNGSTOWN & MAHONING COUNTY

experience world-renowned art.
Explore historic Lanterman’s Mill & Covered Bridge, stroll through beautiful 
Fellows Riverside Gardens, and roam the world-renowned Butler Institute of
American Art. Discover great wineries, group-friendly dining options, and unique 
shopping. Located midway between Cleveland and Pittsburgh and New York and 
Chicago, Youngstown is an ideal destination for your next group tour.

YoungstownLive.com | 800-447-8201

DISCOVER CLERMONT

appreciate our rich history!
Clermont County, just east of Cincinnati, invites 
your group to explore unique craft breweries,
fun entertainment, elegant wineries and more.
Appreciate our rich history as you discover 33 stops 
along the Underground Railroad Freedom Tour.
Visit historical churches, charming towns along the 
Ohio River and the birthplace of President Ulysses 
S. Grant. Satisfy your taste buds along the Food 
and Farm Tour as you roast your own coffee at 
The Main Cup or feed the animals at the local 
Alpaca Farm. Your group can save big on your 
hotel lodging and parking in Clermont County.
Plan your adventure today!

DiscoverClermont.com | 513-732-3600

GREATER AKRON

infused by the arts.
Stretching into luscious landscapes, Greater 
Akron is an alluring destination for visitors 
in Ohio. Experience the architectural awe 
of Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens or the Akron 
Art Museum, the classic car-side service of
Swensons, or catch a performance at the 
Akron Civic Theatre. When visitors need a 
break from the action, it’s only minutes to one 
of the Summit Metro Parks or the Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park, complete with a 65-foot 
waterfall. Don’t forget Hale Farm & Village,
Akron Zoo and our Scenic Railroad.

VisitAkron-Summit.org | 800-245-4254

SANDUSKY COUNTY

best kept secrets.
Sandusky County now offers 
self-guided or guided step-
on tours of the Historic Barn 
Mural Driving Trail, featuring 
murals painted by Scott Hagan,
also known as the “Barn 
Artist.” Combine this with 
a stop at the Rutherford B.
Hayes Presidential Library & 
Museums or one of the many 
other exciting experiences 
available in Sandusky County.

SanduskyCounty.org
800-255-8070

DAYTON

the birthplace of aviation

& so much more!
Conveniently located at the Crossroads of
America, where I-75 N/S and I-70 E/W intersect.
Experience the world-famous FREE National 
Museum of the U.S. Air Force including 19 
acres of enclosed exhibits featuring over 
350 aerospace vehicles. Explore the Dayton 
Aviation Heritage National Historical Park sites 
and learn about Dayton’s Wright brothers.
Enjoy a meal at Carillon Brewing Company,
the only brewery located on the grounds of a 
museum in the nation, where you can sample 
beers made with authentic 1850’s brewing 
processes and recipes alongside current day 
foods and beverages.

DaytonCVB.com | 800-221-8235

Akron Art Museum

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens in Akron

Bicentennial Barn in Fremont

New Richmond Alpaca Farm

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati

Carillon Brewing Company in Dayton

Dayton Aviation Heritage 
National Historical Park

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force in Dayton
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NATURE LOVERS

CUYAHOGA VALLEY SCENIC RAILROAD

enjoy train excursions through Ohio’s only national park!
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad is a tourist railway dedicated to preserving
historic railcars for visitors of all ages to enjoy. The train runs scenic tours year-round 
through Cuyahoga Valley National Park, with splendid views of the Cuyahoga River,
wildlife, and historic villages.

CVSR.org | 800-468-4070

Lanterman’s Mill in 
Youngstown

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 
Railroad in Peninsula

WAYNE COUNTY 

Experience America’s Premier Lyric 
Theater Festival, The Ohio Light Opera, 
opening June 13. Visit Lehman’s, filled with 
thousands of old-time products you 
thought were long gone. Taste the products 
of the company’s icon brands at the J.M. 
Smucker Company Store and Café. Find a 
solution to your storage issues at Everything 
Rubbermaid. The Secrest Arboretum offers 
beauty, inspiration and serenity daily.

WCCVB.com | 800-362-6474 

DESTINATION
MANSFIELD 

return to

Shawshank. 
Immerse yourself in
the 16 authentic filming
sites from the movie The 
Shawshank Redemption
on The Shawshank Trail. 
Travel in the footsteps of 
“Andy, Red, and Warden 
Norton” at the Ohio State 
Reformatory (Shawshank 
State Prison) in Mansfield. 
Request a Shawshank Trail 
group itinerary.

ShawshankTrail.com

800-642-8282

The Ohio Light Opera in WoosterOhio State Reformatory in Mansfield
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excitement.

What will you find in Ohio?

Share a laugh while cruising in one of the 
most unique vehicles on land or sea—
the amphicar—at the Celina Lake Festival.
Just one of the many memorable events 
happening in Ohio this spring and summer.

Ten perfect road trips await you at 
RoadTrips.Ohio.org

Celina Lake Festival

AMISH COUNTRY

experience life on an Amish farm.
In Amish Country, it’s easy to find honest-to-goodness 
home cooking, cheese factory tours and tastings,
artisan-quality chocolates, world-renowned quilts,
antiques and handcrafted furniture. You can 
experience life on an Amish farm and homestead,
and many other activities perfect for groups.
Start planning your tour by requesting information,
reserving accommodations and making a list of
restaurants to try.

VisitAmishCountry.com | 877-674-3975

BUTLER COUNTY

donuts & drafts in Butler County!
Try Ohio’s sweetest group tour experience! 
Known for the famous Donut Trail, Butler County 
welcomes you and your group to experience 
donuts in a new way. Take in the full experience 
with some donut taste-testing, see the classic 
Homer Price donut machine, sample brews (or 
root beer) at Municipal Brew Works, explore 
downtown Hamilton, visit a donut-themed 
mural and enjoy lunch with a view. With top-
notch planning services, custom itineraries 
and more, make Butler County your next 
group tour destination.

TravelButlerCounty.com/Group-Tour
513-860-4194

Life in the slow lane in Amish Country

Holtman’s Donut Shop in West Chester

Municipal Brew Works in Hamilton Butler County Donut Trail

UNION COUNTY

minutes from Columbus.
miles from ordinary.
Participate in a truly unique experience of
dining on a covered bridge, complete with 
entertainment and a setting sure to celebrate 
a slower era. Watch how six pounds of wood is 
transformed into a baseball bat at Phoenix Bats.
Grow your green thumb and taste local delights 
with an array of “Agri-Fun” experiences. Discover 
the power of dreams through Honda’s history of
innovation at the Honda Heritage Center. Sip at 
wineries, and savor delicious made-from-scratch 
favorites at Der Dutchman Restaurant! Let us craft 
memories for your groups today! 

VisitUnionCountyOhio.org
937-642-6279

ASIMO, the World’s Most 
Advanced Humanoid 
Robot at Honda in 
Marysville

Mitchell’s Berries in Plain City

Pottersburg Covered Bridge 
Dinner in Union County

FOODIES

Ten perfect road trips await you at Roadtrips.Ohio.org

GETAWAYS

admiration.

What will you find in Ohio?

Celebrate the home of professional football at Canton’s
Pro Football Hall of Fame. Join sports fans from all over and 
cheer during this year’s Centennial Celebration. 

Ten perfect road trips await you at RoadTrips.Ohio.org

Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton   
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