
GROUP TOUR

CULTURAL CENTERS CHRONICLE 
AMERICAN INDIAN HISTORY

STORIES
OF 

SURVIVAL

OKLAHOMA CITY
 PIONEERING PAST MEETS
 MODERN METROPOLIS
 
DEKALB COUNTY
 EXPLORE AREA AROUND
 ATLANTA, GEORGIA



2 June 2020

What’s Inside «
7

31

DEPARTMENTS
4 ontrend
5 SPOTLIGHT

FEATURES
6  stories of survival: 
 Cultural centers chronicle 
 American Indian history

30  oklahoma city: 
 Pioneering past meets modern metropolis 
 in Oklahoma’s capital city  

42  dekalb county: 
 Explore area around Atlanta, Georgia

42

Group Tour | june 2020 | Vol. 33 No. 3



3grouptourmagazine.com

WEST 
CALIFORNIA
10 Itinerary — Monterey County
12  California Academy of Sciences
14  Japanese Friendship Garden

COLORADO 
15 Itinerary — Breckenridge
16  National Mining Hall of Fame 
 and Museum
17 Colorado Jeep Tours

IDAHO
18 Itinerary — Pocatello
19 Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel

KANSAS
20 Itinerary — Olathe
22 Kansas Museum of History

NEW MEXICO 
23 Itinerary — Silver City
24  New Mexico River Adventures

NORTH DAKOTA
26  Itinerary — Devils Lake
27  Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park
 

OKLAHOMA
28 Itinerary — Edmond
29  Will Rogers Memorial Museums 

WASHINGTON
32 Itinerary — Everett
33  Bellevue Arts Museum

SOUTHEAST
ALABAMA 
34 Itinerary — Foley
35 DeSoto Caverns

ARKANSAS
36 Itinerary — Conway
37 Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge

FLORIDA
38 Itinerary — Pensacola
39 Tallahassee Museum
 

GEORGIA 
40 Itinerary — Augusta
41 Historic Banning Mills

KENTUCKY 
44 Itinerary — Lake Cumberland/
 Somerset-Pulaski County
45 Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum
46 Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill

 

LOUISIANA
49 Itinerary — Houma
50 New Orleans Culinary History Tours
51 Whitney Plantation

MISSISSIPPI 
52 Itinerary — Meridian
54 B.B. King Museum

NORTH CAROLINA
55 Itinerary — Charlotte
56 Cameron Art Museum
58 Greensboro History Museum

SOUTH CAROLINA
59 Itinerary — Aiken
60 Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum

TENNESSEE 
62 Itinerary — Kingsport
64 Navitat Knoxville

WEST VIRGINIA
65 Itinerary — Martinsburg
66 Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences

67 Advertiser Index 

43



ith the rise of the 
popular 2016 
augmented 
reality game 
Pokémon Go, 
the technological 

feature mesmerized not only fans of the 
Nintendo franchise, but all interested in 
augmented reality’s ability to make the 
virtual world more realistic.  

Augmented reality — or AR — en-
hances real world images with the use 
of computer-generated information. 
With the use of a phone, iPad or similar 
device, travelers can hold the device up 
to an object or location and additional 
images and information will project itself 
on the device’s screen.

Many attractions are taking AR to 
the next level and using advanced tech-
nology to create and project holograms 

that interact with their physical surround-
ings. The Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex in Merritt Island, Florida, is one 
of these attractions — bringing to life the 
history of U.S. space exploration for visi-
tors with the use of AR. 

“These experiences bring to life 
the past, present and future of the 
space program in a way that excites 
and inspires people of all ages,” said 
Rebecca Shireman, public relations and 
communications manager at the center. 

The “Heroes and Legends” exhibit 
projects astronaut Gene Cernan’s “space-
walk from hell.” The display includes the 
Gemini 9 space capsule and uses AR to 
project a hologram of Cernan as he spins 
uncontrollably while he struggles to get 
back into the capsule. 

In the Apollo/Saturn V Center, ho-

lograms are used to tell the story of six 
significant events.

“See the flight path that astronauts 
took to get to the Moon or how the lunar 
rover was folded up to fit inside the lunar 
module for launch,” Shireman said.

In addition to AR exhibits, the Ken-
nedy Space Center Visitor Complex 
uses virtual reality features throughout.

The Astronaut Training Experience 
uses simulations to take participants 
to Mars where they will solve problems 
using NASA science and engineering. In 
the full-motion simulator, partners work to 
land on Mars and drive across danger-
ous terrain to reach the Mars Base. 

“Simulations and virtual reality al-
low guests to experience what it is like 
to train like an astronaut and live and 
work in space,” Shireman said. “We 
hope to inspire the next generation of 
astronauts, engineers and scientists by 
offering the most interactive and techno-
logically advanced experiences.” n

Kennedy Space Center 
 Visitor Complex
855-433-4210
kennedyspacecenter.com

ONTREND

Rebecca Shireman
Public Relations & Communications Manager

Kennedy Space Center utilizes augmented and 
virtual reality to enhance visitor experience

w

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

By Kate O’Neil

These experiences 
bring to life the past

“

”
present and future of the space 
program in a way that excites and 
inspires people of all ages.

- Rebecca Shireman
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Spotlight

Millennials find more than
adventure with Under30Experiences Matt Wilson & Jared O’Toole

Co-Founders

After graduating from college and 
spending several years doing nothing 
but working, Matt Wilson took a trip to 
Iceland that changed his life.

Wanting to pay forward his 
experience, Wilson put out a Facebook 
post asking if anyone was interested in 
joining him on his next trip. Sure enough, 
through friends of friends a group of 
21- to 35-year-olds came together and 
Under30Experiences was born.

Wilson and co-founder Jared O’Toole 
feel that young people have the tools 
and ambition to change the world, but 
they should probably go out and see 
it first. Under30Experiences, based 
in Austin, Texas, is passionate about 
getting people away from their day-to-
day life and changing their worldview! 

 

Q. What should a traveler 
expect when going on tour with 
Under30Experiences? 

A. Our brand promises off-the-beaten-
path experience with interaction with 
local communities. We do our best to 
stay active and take part in adventure 
activities a region has to offer. Best of 
all, we put the emphasis on staying in 
touch after the trip by attending our 
meet ups in the U.S. and Canada. 

 

Q. What are your key messages to 
other travel advisers who want to sell 
to travelers ages 21—35?

A. Look to send millennials on authentic 
excursions, where they stay active, 
interact with local communities and pay 
attention to sustainability. Young people 
want to have a good time and engage 
in local nightlife, but they also want to 
make sure their money goes toward 
impactful causes. 

 

Q. What about Under30Experiences 
makes you most proud?

A. Under30Experiences makes us 
proud for two reasons. 1) Through 
experiential travel, our travelers return 
from their trips with a life-changing 
experience and everlasting memories.  
2) We have several sustainability 
projects in local communities like El 

Cocal, Costa Rica, and the Sacred 
Valley of Peru, that give our travelers 
time to interact with local people and 
support their communities. We engage 
in song, dance and local food wherever 
we go! 

 
 

Q. What is the “next big thing” for 
Under30Experiences?

A. This spring I’m launching both the 
Millennial Travel Podcast and the Millennial 
Travel Guidebook on Apple Podcasts and 
Amazon, respectively. I hope to inspire 
others to escape more, spend less and 
make travel a priority in their life!  

 

Q. Tell me about your favorite tour, and 
what made it special?

A. My personal favorite trips have been 
the yoga retreats I’ve led with my now 
wife, Luz. We’ve brought young people 
together to Costa Rica and Bali for a 
week of yoga and mindfulness. We look 
forward to doing more in the future!  

 

Q. What three words describe why we 
should travel?

A. Exploration, self-discovery, fun! n 

Under30Experiences
888-839-2086
under30experiences.com

BY Cindy Fish

From top: Bern Hardy, Under30Experiences
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STORIES of SURVIVAL
Cultural centers chronicle American Indian history
By Kate O’Neil

From the Blue Ridge Mountains 
to the Navajo Plateau, no heritage 
runs as deeply and extensively as the 
Native American narrative. Hundreds 
of distinct tribes across what is now 
the United States played a key role in 
American history and helped shape its 
past and present. 

Immerse in ancient cultures, listen 
to fascinating stories and help carry 
on century-old legacies at numerous 
destinations preserving unique traditions 
that sustained years of prejudice. These 
destinations serve as a reminder that 
the Native American narrative is not just 
a story of grief, but more importantly, 
one of strength and survival.

Museum of the Cherokee Indian
Cherokee, North Carolina

Possessing a rich oral history, the 
Cherokee people have thrived on 
American soil for thousands of years. 
Near the edge of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park resides the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian, an educational center 
promoting the history, culture and stories 
of the Cherokee people. 

“Our museum offers visitors a 
Cherokee view of history,” said Dawn 
Anreach, interim director at the museum. 
“Not everything can be found in books.”  

The museum’s exhibits touch on the 
whole of Cherokee history — from the 

Paleolithic age to today. Awarded by the 
National Association for Interpretation, 
the “Story of the Cherokees” exhibit 
spans 13,000 years using artifacts, 
artwork, life-sized figures and computer-
generated animation to share the 
Cherokee’s expansive history in the 
Southern Appalachians. 

Bolster the group’s visit with a 
selection of Cherokee Experiences; 
engage in basket making, pottery, 
flintknapping, moccasin making, dance 
programs and other activities all taught 
by tribal members who are masters in 
their field. 

In addition to the interactive 
programs, the museum archives hold 

an impressive collection of thousands 
of books, documents and photos 
pertaining to the Cherokee narrative. 

Museum of the Cherokee Indian
828-497-3481, ext. 1003
cherokeemuseum.org

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum
Clewiston, Florida

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki translates to “a place 
to learn, a place to remember,” a fitting 
name for a museum that features over 
4,000 square feet of exhibit space and 
180,000 unique artifacts highlighting 
the Seminole people. The museum 

"...you will be 
introduced to 
scenic roads, 
lush vegetation 
and a thriving 
community..."

1. Blow gun demonstration, Museum of the Cherokee Indian, Cherokee, N.C.

1
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From top: Courtesy of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, VisitNC.com

is located on the Big Cypress Indian 
Reservation. 

“When you enter the rich swamplands 
of the Big Cypress Reservation, you will 
be introduced to scenic roads, lush 
vegetation and a thriving community 
of Seminole tribal citizens,” said Kate 
Macuen, museum director. 

The museum is nestled in the 
Everglades and boasts a scenic 
elevated boardwalk. A 66-acre cypress 
dome shades the walk while along the 
way educational placards identify 67 
different plant species in English and 
in two Seminole languages — Mikasuki 
and Creek. 

Inside the museum, see exhibits 

portraying daily Seminole life, like a 
silversmith crafting decorative jewelry, 
three women preparing a meal over a 
fire and a Catfish Dance performance 
during the Green Corn Ceremony — a 
religious tradition still practiced by the 
Seminole Tribe today.

“The museum offers a unique 
opportunity for visitors to take with 
them a greater appreciation and 
understanding of the unique history and 
culture of the Seminoles,” Macuen said. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum
877-902-1113
ahtahthiki.com

1.Boardwalk, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Clewiston, Fla., 2.Cherokee dancers

1

2
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Commemorate the 
perseverance of the 
Cherokee people and 
visit one of the various 
sites alongside the 
Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail.

The 1838 forced 
migration of the 
Cherokee people moved 
thousands from their 
homelands in Georgia, 
Alabama and Tennessee 
to live in Indian Territory 
— now Oklahoma. The 
historic trail stretches 
5,043 miles and 
retraces the footsteps 
of this tragic event, 
with many educational 
centers, museums and 
original passages dotted 
along the trail. 

Visit over 100 sites 
across nine states 
and walk paths that 
were walked almost 
two centuries ago 
with the help of the 
National Park Service’s 
interactive map. Easily 
find stops and trails 
that can be reached by 
foot, bike, horseback, 
canoe or vehicle.
505-988-6098
nps.gov/trte

1. Kellestewa Dance Group from Zuni Pueblo, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, Albuquerque, N.M., 2.  Cellicion Dance Group from Zuni Pueblo, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, Albuquerque, N.M.

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center/Joel Wigelsworth 

Follow Trail 
of Tears 
National 
Historic Trail
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Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse, South Dakota

The Crazy Horse Memorial® is an 
extraordinary site with a 40,000-square-
foot Welcome Center set at the base of 
the Black Hills — a location chosen for 
the site of the Crazy Horse mountain 
carving. 

Currently in progress, the carving 
will be the largest in the world once 
completed and commemorates the 
memory of the legendary Lakota leader. 

“The mountain is a tribute, but much 
more than that; it is a tribute to the 
culture, people and living history of the 
North American Indian,” said Amanda 
Allcock, director of sales and tourism at 
the Crazy Horse Memorial®.

In addition to the monument, the 
campus includes The Indian Museum of 
North America®, the Sculptor’s Studio 
and Home and an on-site restaurant. 

See an exhibit on the American 
bison, a photo collection chronicling 
American Indians of the West and a 
collection of tribal flags. 

Interactive opportunities are available 
from May through September — like 
Native American dance performances, 
flute playing and the Laser Light Show. 

“We also offer step-on guided tours, 
where a motorcoach group can take 
their coach with our guide to the base of 
the mountain for a special experience,” 
Allcock said. 

Crazy Horse Memorial®
605-673-4681
crazyhorsememorial.org

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Founded by the 19 Pueblo Indian 
Tribes of New Mexico, the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center houses a world-class 
library and provides unique experiences 
for groups.

“The IPCC overall is particularly 
moving, as the exhibits are more about 
the person and the people, not simply 
about the art or the things created by 
the people,” said Evelyn Martinez, tour 
and sales representative at the center. 

“We offer a full cultural experience.”
The center debuts multiple rotating 

exhibits every year and provides 
immersive activities for visitors weekly. 

Take a hands-on frybread-making 
class and enjoy a delicious traditional 
meal with a variety of toppings. Save 
room for a bite at the on-site, Pueblo-
inspired restaurant, Pueblo Harvest.

On the weekends, groups can see 
Pueblo dance performances. This 
tradition celebrates the seasonal cycles 
and connects the Pueblo people to their 
ancestors through prayer, song and 
dance. 

Now through January 2021, explore 
new exhibits highlighting subjects like 
Pueblo women’s history, relocation and 
urban migration. 

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
provides easy parking for buses. 
Take home the visit and stop at the 
Shumakolowa museum store to find art, 
jewelry, books and more. n

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
505-843-7270
indianpueblo.org

1. The Indian Museum of North America®, Crazy Horse Memorial, Crazy Horse, S.D., 2. Stew with soft-fried blue corn tortilla, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, Albuquerque, N.M.,
3. Crazy Horse Memorial

1

2

3
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California
Monterey County

There is no better place along the central coast of California 
to “grab life by the moments” than Monterey County. The region 
is jam-packed with exciting experiences, from ocean view 
lodging on white beaches to shopping on historic Cannery Row. 
Groups can sip handcrafted wines, play golf at Pebble Beach, 
explore 100 art galleries in Carmel-by-the-Sea and take a 
breathtaking road trip along Big Sur.

“Monterey County’s awe-inspiring scenery continues to 
attract visitors from all over the world,” said Mark McMinn, vice 
president of business development at the Monterey County 
CVB. “Rooted in history, visitors will discover a mixture of both 
new and iconic experiences that leave lasting memories.” 

Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau
888-221-1010
seemonterey.com

A must-see during any 
visit to Monterey, experience 
the world-famous Monterey 
Bay Aquarium featuring 
nearly 200 exhibits devoted 
to the diverse habitats of 
the Monterey Bay. See the 
three-story kelp forest, play 
at the Splash Zone and visit 
the 1.2 million-gallon Open 
Sea exhibit with sea turtles, 
hammerhead sharks and 
dolphinfish. 

Monterey Bay Aquarium
831-647-6886
montereybayaquarium.org

itinerary planner

Located in the heart of 
historic Oldtown Salinas, the 
National Steinbeck Center 
offers a look into the life 
and literature of the native 
Nobel Prize-winning author, 
John Steinbeck. Discover 
Steinbeck’s world through 
interactive, multi-sensory 
exhibits; rare artifacts; and 
seven themed theaters 
showcasing his celebrated 
novels like Cannery Row, 
East of Eden and The Grapes 
of Wrath.

National Steinbeck Center
831-775-4727
steinbeck.org

Portola Hotel & Spa is 
one of Monterey’s premier 
family-friendly resorts and the 
only LEED Certified hotel on 
the central coast. Guests will 
enjoy one of 379 spacious 
guest rooms, easy access 
to Monterey’s most popular 
attractions and on-site 
amenities including an award-
winning spa, restaurants and 
a craft brewery. 

Portola Hotel & Spa
831-649-4511
portolahotel.com

Discover Monterey’s newly 
renovated seafood restaurant 
— Big Fish Grill — boasting 
a fresh ambiance celebrating 
Monterey’s fishing traditions. 
Located on historic Old 
Fisherman’s Wharf, guests 
enjoy expansive, panoramic 
views of the working harbor 
along with delectable bites 
fresh from the sea. Big Fish 
Grill can seat up to 200 
guests and offers special 
menu options for groups. 

Big Fish Grill
831-372-7562
bigfishgrillmonterey.com

Clockwise from top: SeeMonterey.com (2), Portola Hotel & Spa, SeeMonterey.com, Creative Commons

SEE TOUR STAY EAT



SHOP ORIGINAL 
CALIFORNIA

FIND SAVINGS OF UP TO 65% AT MORE THAN 
50 BRAND-NAME STORES — EVERY DAY.

TEJONOUTLETS.COM

Centuries-old authenticity. Modern-day refinement. Genuinely and 
uniquely Californian. This is the Outlets at Tejon shopping experience. 

Set against the same breathtaking mountainside that welcomed  
early settlers to southern California, our open air destination  
now draws a new brand of explorer to discover a treasure-seeking 
journey as unique as our authentic landscape.

SHOP ORIGINAL CALIFORNIA. 
EXPLORE THE OUTLETS AT TEJON.

LOCATED JUST 40 MIN. NORTH OF 
LOS ANGELES, OFF CALIFORNIA’S I-5.

Book your Groups at the Outlets at Tejon! For Meet & Greets, a VIP gift and discounts for your clients,  
plus a $15 gift card for your group leader and driver, contact Becky at rswiggum@tejonoutlets.com  

or +1 (661) 663-4213 at least 48 hours prior to your visit. Plus, mention this ad when you book your trip!
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TASTE. SEE. SAVOR.
 AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL
Book your group tour at VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

vv

Factory
Tours

• Free, self-guided 
factory tour  

• Fun, interactive and 
sensory exhibits

• Chocolate & Wine 
Experience

• Retail store open            
9AM-5PM

• Free candy samples

© 2020 Jelly Belly Candy Company

Jelly Belly Visitor Center
One Jelly Belly Lane 

Fairfield, CA
JellyBelly.com
800-953-5592

DAILY 9:15AM – 4PM

It was in 1853 that seven individu-
als gathered together and assembled a 
growing collection of scientific artifacts 
and specimens, soon establishing the 
California Academy of Sciences.

This San Francisco attraction began 
with a giant wooly mammoth, taxider-
mized grizzly bears, native plant speci-
mens and a number of rare artifacts. 
Today, the academy boasts millions of 
scientific specimens and artifacts in both 
indoor and outdoor settings. 

“Our facility houses an acclaimed 
aquarium, a natural history museum, a 
planetarium, a four-story rainforest and 
two locally-inspired restaurants,” said 
Skylar Knight, communications coor-
dinator at the academy. “The California 
academy of Sciences is a one-stop shop 
for awe-inspiring wonder.” 

Groups can take a one-hour VIP tour 
that takes them behind the scenes of the 
academy’s world-class collections and 
amazing venues. 

The Steinhart Aquarium includes 
exhibits like “California Coast,” “Dis-
covery Tidepool” and “The Swamp.” In 
the “Philippine Coral Reef ” exhibit, ex-
perience one of the deepest and largest 
displays of living coral in the world; at 
25 feet deep, see eels, anemones, starfish, 
stingrays and giant clams interact.  

Imitating the tilt of Earth, the 75-foot 
dome of Morrison Planetarium offers 

a completely immersive view of the 
universe. A NanoSeam projection screen 
seems to disappear when lit, generat-
ing an accurate re-creation of faraway 
spaces and skies. 

“From stunning pinned insects to 
one of the largest collections of pre-
served fish in the world, tours can be cu-
rated to each group’s interests to ensure 
a memorable and unique experience,” 
Knight said.

Every Thursday night, visitors get 
the chance to explore the academy after 
dark with the Nightlife experience — of-
fering new installments every week.

Encounter the nocturnal side of the 
more than 1,600 live plants and animals 
in neotropical Osher Rainforest. See the 
academy’s Living Roof — made of roll-
ing hills and fields — light up amidst the 
dark sky. 

The academy also offers cocktails and 
food options during Nightlife events. 
Reservations are required, and special 
rates apply for groups of 10 or more for 
both day and night experiences. n

California Academy of Sciences
415-379-8484
calacademy.org

Discover Earth’s wonders at
California Academy of Sciences
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TOUR-FRIENDLY IN THE HEART OF PALM SPRINGS!

Call today to learn about our exclusive offer for 
Group Tour Magazine readers. 

• Steps from shops, restaurants, and the casino 
• Beautiful pool, lush grounds, and relaxing spa

• On-site motor coach parking

palmmountainresort.com  |  1.800.622.9451

Discover The Huntington
Group Tours Available

Pasadena Adjacent | huntington.org

adsToursTiny.qxp_Courier 7/04  1/3/17  3:24 PM  Pa  

Take groups to a place of peace and 
experience a “one chance, one encoun-
ter” moment — or as the Japanese say, 
“ichi-go, ichi-e.”

The Japanese Friendship Garden, 
located in Balboa Park in San Diego, 
is designed based on centuries-old 
Japanese techniques and symbolizes the 
friendship between San Diego and its 
sister city, Yokohama, Japan.

“The Japanese Friendship Garden 
seeks to foster a relationship between 
humans and nature, providing a respite 
attuned to Japanese simplicity, serenity 
and aestheticism,” said Alexis Abille, 
visitor engagement and education coor-
dinator at the garden.

Docent-led tours include the Upper 
Garden and the Lower Canyon. Both 
contain common natural features found 
in Japanese Gardens that are adapted to 
San Diego’s climate and florae.

In the Upper Garden, groups see the 
bonsai collection with 20 permanent 
ornamental-shaped trees and shrubs, 
then visit the Japanese-born koi in the 
koi pond.

The Lower Canyon features two wa-
terfalls, a cherry blossom grove, a bronze 
statue and the Inamori Pavilion — per-
fect for events and group gatherings. 

“During a docent-led tour, groups 
will learn about the history of the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, as well as 

Japanese gardening principles, designs 
and techniques,” Abille said. “The 
garden hopes to inspire awe and groups’ 
sense of wonder: Why are these stones 
arranged in this position? Why are the 
trees pruned like this?”

Now through July 26, see the “KO-
KORO NO KATACHI 1: Image of the 
Heart” exhibit. Artists Kimiko Koyanagi 
and Michiko Stone use centuries-old 
Japanese doll-making techniques to create 
sculptural figures, highlighting ancient 
traditions and their own modern styles. 

To receive a full experience at the 
Japanese Friendship Garden, Abille 
suggests groups plan to spend at least 90 
minutes at the eye-catching attraction. n

Japanese Friendship Garden
619-232-2721
niwa.org

Natural serenity awaits at 
Japanese Friendship Garden 

Japanese Friendship Garden 
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Colorado
Breckenridge

In the 1800s, prospectors flooded what was to become 
Breckenridge, Colorado, with the hopes of striking gold. 
Today, travelers discover an adventurous, passionate mountain 
community that feels historic yet timeless. Experience one of the 
largest historic districts in Colorado, an award-winning art district 
and a world-class ski resort.

“Breckenridge welcomes travelers from all over the globe in 
search of the laid-back vibe that can only be felt when here,” 
said Austyn Dineen, public relations director at Breckenridge 
Tourism Office.

Renowned for its friendly spirit and more than 200 
restaurants, bars and shops, Breckenridge is where old-school 
charm and modern amenities merge. As one of the nation’s 
premier year-round destinations, visitors feel welcome and like 
a local. 

Breckenridge Tourism Office
970-453-2913
gobreck.com

Breckenridge is famous 
for its beautifully preserved 
Victorian Main Street. With 
more than 150 boutiques 
and shops, a walk down the 
city’s buzzing thoroughfare 
reveals bookstores, jewelry, 
antiques, home furnishings, 
art galleries, sporting goods 
and chic clothing. Find goods 
and gear made locally with 
lots of love, then get a taste for 
Breckenridge’s dining scene 
after an afternoon of shopping. 

Breckenridge
 Tourism Office
970-453-2913
gobreck.com

itinerary planner

Visit Country Boy Mine 
for a glimpse into Colorado 
life in the 1880s. Restored 
in the 1990s, Country Boy 
Mine offers groups multiple 
experiences highlighting 
Colorado’s mining history. 
Follow costumed guides 
1,000 feet down into a real 
gold mine, pan for actual gold, 
pet the burros, throw axes and 
explore historic trails at this 
authentic attraction.  

Country Boy Mine
970-453-4405
countryboymine.com

The Breckenridge 
Art’s District is a creative 
playground filled with 
workshops on everything 
from oil painting to glass 
blowing to clay molding. For 
a group painting session, 
book space at Ready, Paint, 
Fire! This family-owned 
business designs workshops 
for night owls and early birds 
alike, with options to craft and 
create in the morning with 
mimosas or in the evening 
with pizza.  

Ready, Paint, Fire!
970-453-5765
breck.readypaintfireco.com

Ride the free 
BreckConnect Gondola to 
Epic Discovery — an activity 
park located on Peak 8 at 
the Breckenridge Ski Resort. 
Whether groups have an 
hour or a full day, craft an 
itinerary with activities like 
the zip lining tour, bungee 
trampoline or alpine slide. 
The resort also offers Jeep 
tours, mountain biking and 
dining options. 

Breckenridge Ski Resort
970-453-5000
breckenridge.com

Clockwsie from top: Breckenridge Tourism Office/Jeff Andrew, Breckenridge Tourism Office/Andrew Maguire, Breckenridge Tourism Office (3)

SHOP DISCOVER CREATE PLAY
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The 1880’s silver boomtown of Lead-
ville is home to the National Mining 
Hall of Fame and Museum, where over 
25,000 square feet of interactive and 
informative exhibition space celebrates 
the evolving narrative of mining across 
the United States.

Myles Gallagher is the museum’s 
curator and shared that the collection is 
national in scope. “We tell the story of 
coal mining in Appalachia, gold mining 
in the West, uranium mining in New 
Mexico and a glimpse into the future of 
mining in outer space,” he said.

Tours of the Museum are self-guided 
with staff around the Museum to field 
questions. Interactive stations help bring 
the story to life. The exhibit on the gold 
rush includes a recreated balance scale for 
visitors to weigh quartz and other miner-
als as a hands-on way to explore mass.

“A few areas of the Museum are fully 
immersive,” Gallagher said. “Visitors 
can walk through a hard rock mine and 
a couple of smaller prospectors’ caves. 
These recreated mines broaden people’s 
perspective on mineral resources and 
how they were extracted in the past 
compared with today.”

Personal stories are at the core of the 
hall of fame. Miners, engineers, inventors 
and others who helped shape the mining 
industry through their leadership and ad-
vocacy for workers’ rights are celebrated 
here. Mary Harris “Mother” Jones is a 
recent inductee. Known as the “Miner’s 

Angel,” Mother Jones’s activities set the 
stage for labor and safety laws to include 
safe working conditions and a fair wage.

Less than two miles from the museum 
is the Matchless Mine. The historic mine 
was one of the richest mines of the late 
nineteenth century with production rates 
surpassing the Comstock Lode of Nevada. 

“The mine is associated with the 
Tabor family.” Gallagher said. “Hor-
ace and Elizabeth Tabor lived a life of 
extravagance — their wedding invita-
tions were printed on solid silver. When 

the silver market bottomed-out, so too 
did the family fortune.” Guests can join 
a guided surface tour of the historic 
site to explore the hoist house, powder 
magazine and cabin.

Combined, the sites give visitors a 
comprehensive experience of the mining 
industry and the people who shaped it. n

National Mining Hall of Fame 
 and Museum
719-486-1229
mininghalloffame.org

Discover U.S. mining history in central Colorado

Courtesy of the National Mining 
Hall of Fame and Museum
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colorado

Colorado Jeep Tours, based in 
Canon City, offers scenic and informa-
tive tours of the Royal Gorge region. 
While navigating some of the most 
scenic roads and trails in Colorado, 
interpretive tours focus on western his-
tory, geology and even paleontology.

“Our most popular tour is the Royal 
Gorge Half Day Jeep Tour, which 
provides over 3½ hours of off-
road Jeep fun,” said Susie Atherton, 
director of operations. “It includes 
driving over the Royal Gorge Bridge and 
complimentary Royal Gorge Bridge & 
Park admission tickets.”

In addition to riding 1,000 feet 
above the Arkansas River on the highest 
suspension bridge in North America, 
guests learn about local history, flora 
and fauna, and other Colorado facts. 
Groups can return to the park after 
their Jeep tour to walk the bridge, ride 
the gondola over the gorge and visit 
other park attractions.

“Our Jeep tours offer a fun and in-
teresting way to see and learn about this 
beautiful region of south-central Colo-
rado, and they are enjoyed by people of 
all ages,” Atherton said. 

Each tour offers its own unique scen-
ery. Some tours take groups along the 
rim of the famous Royal Gorge, while 
other tours explore the bright red mono-
liths of Red Canyon Park. Colorado Jeep 

Tours also can take groups on a Gold 
Belt Tour through the late 1800s mining 
districts of Cripple Creek and Victor. 

“We’ve partnered with the best at-
tractions in the area to show you the 
best the Royal Gorge region has to offer,” 
Atherton said. “Consider packaging 
your half-day Jeep tour with a ride on 
the Royal Gorge Route Railroad through 
the Royal Gorge, whitewater rafting 
or wine tasting.

“By calling the Colorado Jeep Tours 
reservations office or by visiting the com-
pany’s website, tour operators can book 
complete multi-day and multi-adventure 
itineraries at the same retail prices as 
booking with our partners,” she said. n

Colorado Jeep Tours
719-275-6339
coloradojeeptours.com

Colorado Jeep Tours 
revs up group fun

Colorado Jeep Tours
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Idaho
Pocatello

Nestled among the western foothills of the Rocky Mountains 
along the Oregon Trail, Pocatello is a top destination for 
every kind of nature lover. Enjoy immaculate mountain views, 
pristine geothermal natural hot springs and numerous outdoor 
recreation opportunities. 

In addition, Pocatello is home to many local eateries. Follow 
the scent of bakeries after exploring the many antique shops 
in the heart of downtown. Enjoy a drink at a local late-night 
pub after seeing a local band. Dine on high-end cuisine before 
spending an evening with the symphony. 

From geographic and natural history to pioneer and Native 
American history, vibrant Pocatello will entertain groups of all 
kinds.  

Visit Pocatello
208-479-7659
visitpocatello.com

Located on Idaho State 
University’s campus, the 
Idaho Museum of Natural 
History showcases the 
ice age, where groups will 
encounter saber-toothed cats, 
a short-faced bear and a giant 
ground sloth. Now through 
January 2021, see the cutting-
edge, 3D “In the Shadows” 
exhibit that brings to life night 
creatures and creatures that 
dwell in hidden places.

Idaho Museum
 of Natural History
208-282-3168
isu.edu/imnh

itinerary planner

Behind the Cottonwood 
Junction Antique and 
Consignment Store lies the 
Urban Outdoor Art Gallery 
— an alley located in Old 
Town consisting of graffiti, 
painted murals and public 
art created mainly by local 
artists. Started in August of 
2019, the gallery intends to 
bring rotating exhibits and 
integrate new murals with 
older ones. 

Urban Outdoor Art Gallery
208-234-6582
pocatelloarts.org

Massacre Rocks 
State Park is located on 
the Snake River and offers 
year-round recreational 
activities. The park includes 
a world-class disc golf 
course, rock climbing, miles 
of hiking trails and scenic 
picnic areas. Rich in pioneer 
history, groups will encounter 
remnants of the Oregon Trail, 
including Register Rock, 
where emigrants inscribed 
their names. 

Massacre Rocks
 State Park
208-548-2672
parksandrecreation.idaho.gov

Take the Historic 
Walking Tour of Old Town 
Pocatello and discover 
buildings listed on the 
National Historic Registry, 
some dating to 1892. Many 
of these sites — still boasting 
the original features — now 
house galleries, bookstores, 
local restaurants and shops. 
While in Old Town, groups 
might just run into an outdoor 
concert, art walk or bustling 
farmers market.  

Old Town Pocatello
208-232-7545
oldtownpocatello.com

Clockwise from top: Visit Idaho, VisitPocatello.com, Visit Idaho, VisitPocatello.com, Creative Commons

LEARN SEE EXPLORE TOUR
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idaho

TRADITION

1 800 523-2464 | CDACASINO.COM |   
Worley, Idaho I 25 miles south of Coeur d’Alene

Embark on one of our cultural tours to learn 
about the language, stories and traditions 
of the Coeur d’Alene tribe all while being 
surrounded by the stunning beauty and 

serenity of our premier resort.

Book your customized tour today.

“Tribal Destination of the Year.”

 - American Indian Alaska 
Native Tourism Association, 2019

 - Courier’s Distinguished Dozen, 2019 & 2020

Schitsu’umsh culture and history 
runs deep not only in the city of Coeur 
d’Alene, but also at the Coeur d’Alene 
Casino Resort Hotel, where this regional 
Native American nation is celebrated 
with festivals and events year-round. 

Situated on the edge of Lake Coeur 
d’Alene, the resort is surrounded by 
natural beauty. Lush forest covers the 
rolling hills and mountains that are set 
against this picturesque destination and 
provides guests with the best of Idaho 
scenery. 

Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel 
has been operated by the Coeur d’Alene 
Tribe — also known as the Schitsu’umsh 
— since 1993. The resort features 300 
rooms and suites, award-winning cuisine, 
100,000 square feet of gaming space, a 
world-class spa and championship golf. 

In addition, the resort offers special 

packaging that includes cultural tourism 
opportunities for groups. 

“Our tribal hospitality and cultural 
experiences are unforgettable,” said Dee 
Dee McGowan, cultural tourism man-
ager at the resort. “We work together 
with our community and package expe-
riences with them, such as going to Wal-
lace to do the Silver Mine Underground 
Tours, Spokane Historic Walking Wine 
Tour, huckleberry picking at Schweitzer 
Ski Resort and much more!”

Experience the Coeur d’Alene Tribal 
Cultural Lifeways dinner package and 
enjoy traditional food, storytelling and 
dancing. Take the full-day Last Battle 
Tour with local historians and tribal 
members to learn about the Steptoe 
Battle of 1858. 

Another popular program, July-
amsh is an international event and 

Schitsu’umsh Powwow held every July by 
the tribe in association with the Coeur 
d’Alene Casino & Resort. This celebratory 
social gathering includes song, dance and 
other ceremonial practices. 

“People from all over Canada and 
the U.S. come to sing and dance at this 
great event. We have had folks come 
from Mexico, Spain, Italy and France,” 
said Quanah Matheson, cultural affairs 
director for the resort. “This event is a 
glimpse into the real-life expression of 
the past becoming now.” 

Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel 
offers groups special perks like extra 
play cash at the casino and discounted 
room rates. n

Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel
800-523-2464, ext. 7415
cdacasino.com

Celebrate local Native American culture in Coeur d’Alene



20 June 2020

Kansas
Olathe

From outdoor adventures to local barbecue, there are so 
many reasons why groups enjoy Olathe. 

Outdoor enthusiasts can explore the nearly 50 neighborhood 
parks, tackle ROKC’s indoor rock climbing wall, paddle board 
at the newly-renovated Lake Olathe or explore the famous Ernie 
Miller Nature Park. 

Olathe is home to numerous eateries — including famous 
barbecue spots, local breweries and delicious bakeries located 
in the heart of the city. Enjoy small-town comfort less than an 
hour outside of Kansas City while in Olathe. 

“Olathe is a can’t-miss destination! There is something 
for everyone here,” said Allison Calvin, destination services 
manager at the Olathe Convention and Visitors Bureau. “We 
can’t wait for you to explore Olathe yourself!”

Olathe Convention & Visitors Bureau
913-764-1050
visitolathe.org

Mahaffie Stagecoach 
Stop & Farm is the only 
working stagecoach stop left 
on the Santa Fe Trail. Groups 
can discover the 1860s 
with hands-on activities 
highlighting farming, life 
on the Kansas frontier and 
stagecoach travel. Take a 
stagecoach ride, watch a 
blacksmith demonstration 
and help with the evening 
chores on this 20-acre farm, 
once 340 acres in its heyday. 

Mahaffie Stagecoach
 Stop & Farm
913-971-5111
mahaffie.org

itinerary planner

Experience the history and 
heritage of the automotive 
industry in the Kansas City 
region at the Kansas City 
Automotive Museum. 
The museum features 30 
cars that rotate on display 
multiple times a year and 28 
interactive displays. Visit and 
encounter the dawn of the 
automobile industry all the 
way up to the 1990s. 

Kansas City Automotive 
 Museum
913-322-4227
kansascityautomuseum.com

Olathe is home to one of 
the nearly 30 Wahlburgers 
locations across the United 
States and Canada. Founded 
in 2011 by Paul Wahlberg, 
brothers Donnie and Mark 
soon joined him and helped 
create a menu highlighting 
their family history. Try a 
sloppy joe inspired by their 
mother’s recipe or a turkey 
burger made with all things 
Thanksgiving.  

Wahlburgers
913-768-1137
wahlburgers.com/olathe

Host a painting class for 
the group at Pinot’s Palette. 
Offering wine tastings as 
well as art activities, Pinot’s 
Palette provides artists who 
guide painters step-by-step 
through a project to create 
a both relaxing and thrilling 
evening. Sip on wine, treat 
the group to some snacks 
and learn about different 
painting techniques. 

Pinot’s Palette-Olathe
913-732-3768
pinotspalette.com/olathe

Olathe Convention & Visitors Bureau

LEARN SEE DINE CREATE



0

5

25

75

95

100

your adventure
begins at

visitkansasCitykS.com
800.264.1563

L E A V E N W O R T H
1 8 5 4 U S AExperience "The First City of Kansas"
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kansas

Stories from Kansas’ past and present 
come together in exciting ways at the 
Kansas Museum of History in Topeka. 

“Our main exhibits take visitors 
through hundreds of years of Kansas 
history, beginning with our prehistory, 
Indian lands, the trails period, and onto 
Bleeding Kansas and the Civil War — a 
pivotal point in our nation’s history and 
beyond,” said Joy Brennan, education 
program coordinator for the museum. 

Kansas was born into a nation di-
vided over slavery and political turmoil 

led to the events of Bleeding Kansas. Ar-
tifacts like abolitionist John Brown’s pike 
that was to be used at Harper’s Ferry 
and burned remnants from William 
Quantrill’s 1863 raid on Lawrence bring 
visitors face-to-face with this period. 

After the Civil War, settlers poured 
onto the Kansas plains — many being 
farmers who established the region’s 
agricultural identity as America’s bread-
basket. A reconstructed log house and 
examples of early farming equipment 
interpret the narrative of how Kansans 
settled the frontier.

“Groups travel through our main 
gallery as they hear stories from the 
past and the artifacts interpreted by our 
experienced guides,” Brennan said.

The centerpiece in the main gallery 
is a restored 1880s Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe Railway locomotive. Also 
featured are a full-sized Southern Chey-
enne tipi, fully stocked covered wagon, 
Wichita grass lodge, flags from African 
American Civil War regiments and Wil-

liam Allen White’s printing press.
Visitors also encounter stories of 

famous Kansas natives. Pilot Amelia 
Earhart gained national prominence in 
1928 for being the first woman to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean by plane. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, responsible for 
the successful invasion of Normandy in 
World War II, also called Kansas home.

In celebration of the 2020 centenary 
of Women’s Suffrage, the museum is fea-
turing an interactive special exhibit on 
the role of Kansas in the 19th Amend-
ment. Visitors take a short online quiz to 
discover which of the sixteen characters 
they are most like in “Who am I in the 
struggle for suffrage?”  To personalize 
their time in the exhibit, visitors receive 
a character card and can use it to learn 
more about their person’s role in the 
fight for women’s suffrage. n

Kansas Museum of History
785-272-8681
kshs.org

Encounter the whole of Kansas history in Topeka

Courtesy of the Kansas Historical Society
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New Mexico
Silver City

A gem of southwest New Mexico and a favorite among 
art lovers and adventure seekers, Silver City is bustling with 
creativity, outdoor recreation and history. 

With ties to Billy the Kid and Geronimo, the area’s history 
draws in visitors, as does the climate. Warm temperatures and 
low humidity make it perfect for year-round recreation. In the 
vibrant downtown, groups will find must-see murals, over 30 art 
galleries and a dozen restaurants. 

“Silver City is known for friendly faces, a relaxing atmosphere 
and unique town charm,” said Alex Brown, Town of Silver City 
manager. “We invite you to visit our eclectic corner of the world. 
While you’re here, you’re sure to find inspiration and excitement 
around every corner.” 

Visit Silver City
575-538-5555
visitsilvercity.org

Offering a glimpse into 
the lives of the Mogollon 
people who lived in the 
area around 1280, the Gila 
Cliff Dwellings National 
Monument on the edge of 
the Gila Wilderness brings 
the past to life. Enjoy hiking 
and riding trails in the 
adjacent Gila Wilderness and 
Gila National Forest. 

Gila Cliff Dwellings 
 National Monument
575-536-9461
nps.gov/gicl

itinerary planner

Historic Downtown 
Silver City is a lively and 
diverse center for art lovers 
and foodies. Browse art 
galleries and artist studios 
to find the perfect piece to 
take home. Get a taste of 
the area with New Mexican 
and Southwestern fare at 
local restaurants. There are 
special events, live music and 
festivals every week. 

Historic Downtown Silver City
575-538-5555
visitsilvercity.org

Volcanic ash rock 
formations welded together 
35 million years ago created 
incredible sights at City of 
Rocks State Park — one 
of only seven such sites 
globally. Camp, hike, bike, 
picnic, bird-watch and visit 
the desert botanical garden. 
Stargaze with southern New 
Mexico’s famous clear skies 
at the park’s astronomical 
observatory. 

City of Rocks State Park
575-536-2800
emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/
 cityofrocksstatepark.html

Housed in a restored 
1881 home and featuring a 
wealth of cultural heritage 
and history, the Silver City 
Museum is among the 
nation’s most prestigious 
museums and is accredited 
by the American Alliance of 
Museums. Browse culture-rich 
exhibits to dive into the past 
of southwestern New Mexico. 
The museum’s collections 
include over 200,000 objects.

Silver City Museum
575-538-5921
silvercitymuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Town of Silver City, Silver City Museum, Town of Silver City (3)

EXPLORE DISCOVER HIKE VISIT
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new mexico

CUMBRESTOLTEC.COM/GROUPS
1-877-890-2737

#1 Scenic Railroad

SURPRISINGLY 
SIMPLE TO BOOK!

OPEN DAILY

9AM-5PM

114 N. MAIN 

   ROSWELL, NM

5 7 5 . 6 2 5 . 9 4 9 5
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM

www.GallupRealTrue.com

Experience Real Culture

Outdoor adventure runs deep in the 
Rio Chama River Canyon with New 
Mexico River Adventures, a world-class 
action sports guide and outfitter located 
in the Santa Fe/Taos area. 

In the high desert of northern New 
Mexico along The Rio Chama River, 
a major tributary of the Rio Grande, 
groups can have their pick of action-
packed, outdoor experiences. New Mex-
ico River Adventures outfits and guides 
groups on a variety of half to multi-day 
trips from Class IV whitewater rafting to 
rock climbing and fly-fishing to scenic 
tours by horseback or 4x4.

“We’re right across the street from 
one of the longest, most beautiful river 
systems in the country and we have be-
come a destination vacation for many,” 
said Matt Gontram, owner of New Mex-
ico River Adventures. “In the heart of in 
the southern Rockies, we run anywhere 
from half or full-day trips, all the way to 
week-long, multi-sport trips down the 
most famous river in New Mexico.”

One of the most popular routes, the 

Taos Box Full Day trip, floats under-
neath the Rio Grande Gorge bridge 
through a sheer, 800-foot sandstone box 
canyon and over whitewater rapids that 
increase in intensity along the way.

But on all trips, groups have the 
chance to see an amazing mix of wild-
life, including eagles perched on spruce 
and pine, river otters on the shoreline 
and bighorn sheep grazing on the 
mountain peaks.

New Mexico River Adventures is also 
the only rafting and guiding company in 
the state that offers a full-service facility 
with changing and restrooms, a gear and 
equipment shop, and an outdoor patio for 
groups to gather before or after their trip.

Groups should call well in advance 
to book a guided trip. New Mexico 
River Adventures staff can also work 
with groups to curate a trip for specific 
lengths, interests or needs. n

 
New Mexico River Adventures
800-983-7756
newmexicoriveradventures.com

Book whitewater adventures 
in New Mexico’s Rio Chama 
River Canyon

New Mexico River Adventures



BE HERE. 
BE INSPIRED.

FULL CASINO |  LUXURY RESORT |  Z IPLINE |  CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF 
FULL-SERVICE SPA |  SPORTSBOOK  |   TOPGOLF SWING SUITE
INNOFTHEMOUNTAINGODS.COM |   |  1-800-545-9011 |  MESCALERO, NM

273 LUXURY ROOMS AND SUITES, 
PLUS 45,000+ SQ. FT. OF MEETING SPACE
To book your Group or Meeting, please contact:
Randy Michaels | 575-464-7065 | rmichaels@innofthemountaingods.com
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North Dakota
Devils Lake 

The largest natural body of water in North Dakota, Devils 
Lake is located in the northeastern region of the state. The 
charming town surrounding the lake offers Main Street USA-style 
shopping, dining and activities.

Devils Lake is one of the top destinations in the area for ice 
fishing in the winter and is a water-lovers stop in the summer. 
Enjoy mouthwatering catches right from the lake. Rent a 
pontoon and relax on the gentle waves or waterski across the 
surface for a more thrilling adventure.

“Devils Lake offers so much, from the outdoorsman to those 
that want to visit a quaint little town nestled along the lake,” said 
Suzie Kenner, director of the Devils Lake Tourism Department. 
“There is a lot to offer in every season.”  

Devils Lake Tourism Department 
701-662-4957
devilslakend.com

As a unit of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, 
White Horse Hill National 
Game Preserve offers 
groups a glimpse at bison, 
elk, prairie dogs, birds 
and much more. Check 
out a pair of binoculars at 
the visitor center and then 
climb to the top of the hill 
for a panoramic view of the 
surrounding lush scenery. 

White Horse Hill National 
 Game Preserve
701-766-4272
fws.gov/refuge/White_
 Horse_Hill

itinerary planner

Travel out to Proz 
Lakeside at Woodland 
Resort for lunch on the patio 
alongside the lake. Come 
by at sunset to experience 
scenic views by the fire pit 
while enjoying a tasty meal. If 
stopping by on the weekend, 
walk down to Bobber’s for a 
drink with live entertainment 
and watch the boats come in 
and out of the marina. 

Proz Lakeside
701-662-5996
prozlakesideatthecove.com

Built in 1867, Fort Totten 
Historic Site has served 
many purposes over the 
decades. Choose one of four 
characters to follow through 
the fort and experience what 
their life was like at this military 
post. All four characters 
are based on oral histories 
collected from Spirit Lake tribal 
members and other 18th- and 
19th-century accounts.  

Fort Totten Historic Site
701-766-4441
history.nd.gov/
 historicsites/totten

In three square blocks, 
groups can walk the newly 
renovated downtown area. 
See turn-of-the-century 
architecture and 20 National 
Register buildings constructed 
between 1885 and 1914. 
While downtown, peruse the 
charming shops and cafes 
tucked away on Main Street 
before heading out to the 
lakeshore for the day.  

Devils Lake Tourism 
 Department
701-662-4957
devilslakend.com

Clockwise from top: Lindner Media, Blue 42 Agency/Josh Schave, Devils Lake Tourism, Blue 42 Agency/Josh Schave (2)
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north dakota

Learn about the sovereign First 

Nations who share geography 

with North Dakota and have deep 

connections to these plains. You’re 

invited to come and get to know the 

history, culture and modern life of 

the approximately 30,000 Native 

American people of our state.

Visit us online to start planning 

your next tour itinerary.

N D t o u r i s m . c o m / g r o u p t r a v e l

Learn about the sovereign First 

Nations who share geography 

with North Dakota and have deep 

connections to these plains. You’re 

Be Inspired.

As North Dakota’s oldest state park, 
Fort Abraham Lincoln carries a rich 
early Native American and military his-
tory. The state park comprises a recon-
structed Mandan Indian village, military 
fort and other sites highlighting the 
history of the Western frontier. 

“The park features an expanded and 
updated modern campground, comfort 
station and picnicking facilities, play-
ground, visitor center, museum, historic 
buildings, hiking and biking trails as 
well as shoreline access for fishing in 
the Heart and Missouri rivers,” said Dan 
Schelske, park manager. 

Located in Mandan, the state park 
was established in 1907. A majority of 
the reconstruction work to the facilities 
was done by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the 1930s. 

Today, groups are taken through the 
extensive grounds while guides dressed 
in period-appropriate attire discuss 
Mandan culture and cavalry history. 
Self-guided tours are also available. 

The Mandan Indian Village is also 
called On-a-Slant Indian Village, named 
so because it was built on a sloping 
plain towards the river. In its heyday, 
the village contained almost 85 earth 
lodges. Guided tours of On-a-Slant 
Indian Village sweep groups through the 
six re-created earth lodges and a large 
Council Lodge, giving visitors a glimpse 
of Mandan Indian life.

See the reconstructed Central Bar-
racks, Granary, Commissary, Stables 
and Commanding Officer’s Quarters 
— home to Gen. George Custer and his 
wife Libbie — at the Military Fort site. 

Learn about the fort’s beginning in 1872 
to its decommission in 1891. 

The state park includes a number of 
additional amenities and activities for 
visitors.

During the summer, the Fort Abra-
ham Lincoln Trolley runs between the 
park and Mandan. Visitors get sweeping 
views of the Heart River while being 
carried away to the park on a restored 
1890s streetcar. 

A non-motorized trail system covers 
almost 7 miles of the state park’s terrain 
— perfect for hiking, biking, snowshoe-
ing and horseback riding. n

Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park
701-667-6340
parkrec.nd.gov/
 fort-abraham-lincoln-state-park

Fort Abraham Lincoln preserves 
history of Western frontier 
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OKLAHOMA 
Edmond

Edmond began at the crossroads of Route 66 and the Santa 
Fe Railroad and remains a hub of innovation and creativity. The 
city is just north of Oklahoma City and near I-35, I-44 and I-40.

“Even though we’ve grown to nearly 100,000 citizens, 
Edmond maintains a strong sense of community and a 
hometown spirit,” said Jennifer Seaton, director of the Edmond 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “If you’ve been to Edmond before, 
now is the time to come back. If you’ve never experienced 
Edmond, what are you waiting for? Let us be your guide to 
group-friendly activities like festivals, live music, one-of-a-kind 
boutique and antique shopping, hiking and biking trails, and of 
course, amazing dining options.”

Edmond Convention & Visitors Bureau
405-341-4344
visitedmondok.com

Inspirations Tea Room 
offers first-class service, 
delicious food, and extensive 
tea and coffee choices. 
Schedule the ultimate tea 
party with elegant three-tiered 
trays filled with sandwiches, 
scones with lemon curd, 
cheeses, fresh fruit, desserts 
and specially selected teas. 
Don’t leave without exploring 
the exquisite gift shop with 
more than 100 tea blends to 
choose from. 

Inspirations Tea Room
405-715-2525
inspirationstearoom.com

itinerary planner

In 1889, Jennie Forster 
marched into Brown’s Lumber 
Company and ordered 
enough lumber, on credit, 
to build a schoolhouse for 
the new village of Edmond, 
Oklahoma Territory. 
Representatives from the 
Edmond Historic Preservation 
Trust now provide tours 
of the 1889 Territorial 
Schoolhouse. Scheduled 
guests can be dropped off on 
an access road behind the 
schoolhouse.

1889 Territorial Schoolhouse
405-715-1889
edmondhistory.org

Grab a drink at Patriarch 
Craft Beer House & 
Lawn. Local and national 
microbrews are served in a 
restored, three-story 1903 
house with a comfy patio 
and outdoor games. The all-
American beer bar flows with 
48 taps. Motorcoaches can 
park at Festival Market Place 
for a short walk through 
Downtown Edmond to the 
beer house.

Patriarch Craft Beer
 House & Lawn
405-285-6670
thepatriarchedmond.com

Allow free time at 
ShowBiz Cinema, which 
brings bowling, arcade 
games and more to Edmond 
in an all-new entertainment 
center. The facility features a 
lane-side cafe with expansive 
food and drink options; 
10 state-of-the-art movie 
screens; a cutting-edge 
arcade; and a full bar with 
beer, wine and cocktails. 
Party rooms are available for 
group dining experiences.

ShowBiz Cinemas
405-562-6513
showbizcinemas.com

Clockwise from top: Edmond Convention & Visitors Bureau (4), Inspirations Tea Room
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OKLAHOMA

Even after his name was in lights on 
Broadway and the movie screen, Will 
Rogers came home to Oklahoma when 
he could find the time.

When he died on Aug. 15, 1935, in 
an Alaska plane crash, Will Rogers had 
made a mark in history as an Indian 
cowboy, star of stage and big screen, 
columnist, philosopher and ambassador 
of good will.

Tad Jones, executive director at Will 
Rogers Memorial Museums, invites 
groups to come and spend the day 
with Will Rogers, “America’s Cowboy 
Philosopher.” 

“The memorial museum in Clare-
more allows you to explore the man 
that everyone in America considered a 
friend,” Jones said. 

Each month, people come from all 
over the world to learn more about Will 
Rogers. An enhanced audio tour further 
personalizes group visits.

“Will commented about every state 
and many countries,” Jones said. “He 
was aware of their politics and their 
surroundings and shared them in his 

writings. The new Enhanced Tour will 
allow visitors to search their state or 
country and read what Will had to say 
about them and hopefully have a new 
connection with him.”

Exhibits change from time to time, 
but galleries of priceless artifacts and art 
continue to tell the enduring story of the 
life and legacy of Will Rogers, one of the 
most influential and best-known figures 
of the first half of the 20th century.With 
Rogers’ storied credits in film and his 
career in political radio and writing 
covering seven U.S. presidents, the mu-
seum appeals to diverse group interests. 
Special arrangements for guides or a 
historical interpreter further help groups 
to learn, laugh and be inspired by the 
life and work of Will Rogers. 

Also part of Will Rogers Memorial 
Museums, the Birthplace Ranch is locat-
ed in Oologah, about 14 miles northwest 
of the memorial museum site. n

Will Rogers Memorial Museums 
918-341-0719
willrogers.com/group-tours

Will Rogers Memorial Museums honor 
‘America’s Cowboy Philosopher’ 

Will Rogers Memorial Museums
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 Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Oklahoma City 
Pioneering past meets modern metropolis 
in Oklahoma’s capital city 
By Elly DeVries 

Oklahoma City (OKC) offers a spirit 
unlike any other destination. The city 
embraces its history and Western charm 
while also keeping on trend as a modern 
metropolis. Named one of the “50 Best 
Places to Travel in 2020” by Travel + 
Leisure, Oklahoma City welcomes groups 
with culture, cuisine and attractions.

Distinct districts
Oklahoma City is made up of 12 

unique districts. 
In Bricktown, a former warehouse 

district turned entertainment district, 
groups find plenty of restaurants and 
nightlife. Groups can hop aboard a 
Bricktown Water Taxi to cruise the mile-
long Bricktown Canal. 

The Boathouse District, located 
along the Oklahoma River, is the spot 
for outdoor recreation. It’s the official 
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Training 
Site for rowing and canoe/kayak. With 
a RIVERSPORT Adventure Park day 
pass, groups can enjoy canoeing, 
kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding. 
RIVERSPORT Rapids, a state-of-the-art 
whitewater rafting and kayaking facility, 
offers rafting and kayaking experiences 
for beginner and expert rafters. 

Just west of the Boathouse District is 
the Wheeler District. There, groups can 
ride the former Santa Monica Pier Ferris 
Wheel, now called the Wheeler Ferris 
Wheel. The wheel overlooks the downtown 
skyline and stands 100 feet above the 
south bank of the Oklahoma River.

Learn more about each district at 
visitokc.com.

Western culture 
With world-class museums, festivals, 

working stockyards and horse shows, 
Oklahoma City is rich in authentic 
Western experiences. 

The National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum has more than 
28,000 Western and American Indian 
artworks and artifacts. Interactive 
galleries bring the history of the 
American cowboy, rodeos, Native 
American culture, Victorian firearms 
and Western performers to life.

The museum’s group tour options 
are plentiful. 

“There’s a variety of evening options 

1. Bricktown

1
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that are perfect for groups at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, 
including a Date with the Duke, which is 
a private tour, dinner and John Wayne 
movie,” said Sandy Price, vice president 
of tourism at Oklahoma City Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. “In March, the museum 
debuted the new educational experience, 
Liichokoshkomo’, which means ‘Let’s play’ in 
Chickasaw. It is perfect for kids and adults 
alike. Liichokoshkomo’ is an indoor/outdoor 
interactive cultural experience.”

At Stockyards City, a historic commercial 
district located just minutes from downtown 
Oklahoma City, groups will find a variety of 
Western shops and Cattlemen’s Steakhouse, 
Oklahoma City’s oldest continuously operated 
restaurant. Cattlemen’s is known for its 
perfectly aged steaks, its breakfasts and its 
coffee. 

In the Choctaw language, Oklahoma 
means “Land of the Red People.” More than 
39 tribal nations call the state home. Each 
June, representatives of more than 100 North 
American tribes gather in Oklahoma City to 
share the diversity of their heritage during the 
annual Red Earth Native American Cultural 
Festival. The largest Native American event 
of its kind, the festival includes a parade, art 
market, dance competition, food and more. 

Oklahoma City’s cultural offerings are 
every-changing. 

“Coming May 2021, First Americans 
Museum will open at the crossroads of I-35 
and I-40,” Price said. “Covering all 39 tribes 
of Oklahoma, the museum will showcase 
exhibitions in history, culture and art and will 
include a full-service restaurant presenting 
unique Native-inspired cuisine.” 

OKC must-sees
A symbol of strength in the wake of 

unspeakable violence, the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial & Museum is an itinerary 
must. The memorial and museum was 
created to honor “those who were killed, 
those who survived and those changed 
forever” by the 1995 bombing of the Alfred 
P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. 
Even those who have visited before will find 
inspiration; the memorial recently underwent a 
$10 million renovation upgrading the museum 
with state-of-the-art technology, hands-on 
exhibits and new artifacts.

“Group offerings at the Oklahoma 
National Memorial & Museum are one-of-a-
kind, including a first-person stories of hope 

experience and an archives tour,” Price said. 
“The museum provides an uncover-discover 
STEM lab, discovering lessons learned from 
the Oklahoma City bombing.”

Other OKC group tour options include 
Oklahoma City Zoo, Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art, Myriad Botanical Gardens and 
Scissortail Park, just to name a few.

“The Group Tour Planner is available 
online for group tour operators at visitokc.
com/groups,” Price said. “The Oklahoma 
City Convention & Visitors Bureau will help in 
itinerary planning and hotel leads.” n

Oklahoma City Convention
 and Visitors Bureau 
405-297-8913
visitokc.com/groups

From top: iStock, Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau (2) 

1. Foot truck meatballs, 2. RIVERSPORT Rapids, 3. Wheeler District

Oklahoma 
City’s culinary 
scene appeals 
to the cravings 
of all visitors. 
Whether the 
group is looking 
for an upscale 
meal, a no-frills 
local favorite 
or something 
in between, 
Oklahoma City is 
known to serve 
up something 
tasty. 

Many of 
OKC’s brick-
and-mortar 
restaurants 
started out as 
food trucks. The 
city has become 
a hub for food 
truck activity, 
even hosting 
America’s biggest 
food truck event 
each year. More 
than 125 trucks 
deliver delicious 
dishes throughout 
the city. In the 
Midtown District, 
groups can check 
out Bleu Garten, 
an outdoor food 
truck park with 
covered seating 
and a state-of-
the-art bar.

Food scene

1

3

2
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Washington
Everett

Located on the Pacific coast, Everett is the perfect place for 
nature lovers and city dwellers alike. Whether made up primarily 
of water fanatics or urbanites, groups will find scenic and 
entertaining landscapes that boast the best of Everett.

Make time for the city’s eclectic art scene and stop by Black 
Lab Art Gallery to enjoy wine while looking at art and listening 
to poetry. Take a stroll through the Everett Arboretum, a 3-acre 
park filled with a variety of flora and fauna. From escape rooms 
to aircraft collections, everyone will find something to pique their 
interest in Everett. 

Visit Everett
425-257-7110
visiteverett.com

Catch the public ferry to 
Jetty Island for a breezy 
picnic. A 2-mile, man-made 
island, Jetty is a popular 
summer spot with warm, 
sandy beaches and a self-
guided nature trail. Learn 
about the local ecosystem 
and bird watch on an 
educational tour. With no 
electricity or plumbing, Jetty’s 
untouched natural beauty 
attracts more than 50,000 
visitors a year. 

Port of Everett Marina
425-257-8304
portofeverett.com

itinerary planner

Starting with the finest 
organic ingredients, 
Bluewater Distilling 
is dedicated to crafting 
exceptional beverages 
with sustainability in mind. 
From its Wintersun Organic 
Aquavit to its organic vodka, 
guests know that every sip 
is made with quality and 
care. Bluewater Distilling sits 
right on the shore, providing 
beautiful views of the 
waterfront, fishing boats and 
highflying kite boarders. 

Bluewater Distilling
425-404-1408
bluewaterdistilling.com

Everett is known for being 
a dog-friendly destination 
— with multiple restaurants, 
shops and parks welcoming 
all four-legged guests to 
their doors and onto their 
grounds. Chow down at 
Toggle’s Bottle Shop while 
your pup makes friends, then 
stop at J. Matheson Gifts, 
Kitchen & Gourmet to pick 
up a new gadget and meet 
the owner’s dog. 

Visit Everett
425-257-7110
visiteverett.com

Groups will find an 
abundance of aircrafts 
and other combat-related 
machinery at the Flying 
Heritage & Combat Armor 
Museum. See a Stuka, a rare 
WWII aircraft restored to flying 
condition, and marvel at the 
remnants of an American flag 
which was carried on one of 
the first vessels into combat 
on D-Day. 

Flying Heritage & 
 Combat Armor Museum
206-342-4242
flyingheritage.org

Clockwise from top: Visit Everett, Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum, Visit Everett (3) 
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WASHINGTON
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EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY

What began as an arts fair in 1947 is 
now a three-story, 36,000-square-foot 
museum designed by internationally 
renowned architect Steven Holl. Bel-
levue Arts Museum (BAM) in Bellevue 
still holds its arts fair every year and will 
celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2021. 

“Bellevue Arts Museum is the only 
museum in the Northwest dedicated 
to art, craft and design,” said Megan 
Gallagher, communications coordinator 
at the museum. “Exhibitions highlight 
everything from painting and architec-
ture to furniture, glass and beyond.” 

The museum’s exterior alone draws 
visitors; a third is covered in glass, while 
the rest boasts hand-sanded marine 
aluminum and textured concrete. Vast 
terraces are spread throughout the 
three-story building. 

“BAM’s building will be of interest to 
architecture enthusiasts,” Gallagher said. 

BAM hosts eight to 10 rotating 
exhibits every year, highlight both well-
known and up-and-coming artists.

“BAM’s exhibitions rotate every four 
to six months, so visitors are sure to 
always see something new and exciting 
at the museum,” Gallagher said. 

Through mid-September, see the 
“Making Architecture” exhibit highlight-
ing 17 recent projects by Steven Holl. 
An international tour, BAM is one of 
few venues providing a rare opportunity 
to see a Holl exhibit in a Holl-designed 
building.  

The popularity of color posters in the 
late 19th-century gave rise to collecting 
them, called affichomania. Beginning in 
late June and running through late Au-
gust, the “L’Affichomania: The Passion 
for French Posters” exhibit will feature 
lithographic prints by five masters of the 
medium, including Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec. 

BAM holds a number of special 
events and programs weekly. Talk with a 
docent to learn about the many tour and 
group options to fit a variety of needs. 

Ask about the On The Spot Talk — a 
10-minute chat offered throughout the 
day given by a BAM docent highlighting 
a specific work of art. 

Daily public tours are held at 1 p.m. 
Private group tour reservations should 
be made at least two weeks in advance. 
Discounted rates are offered for groups 
of 10 or more. n

Bellevue Arts Museum
425-519-0770
bellevuearts.org

Art, craft and design celebrated
at Bellevue Arts Museum 

Creative Commons
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Alabama
Foley

Foley is the perfect blend of Southern hospitality and modern 
charm. Nestled in the fastest growing county in the state, 
Baldwin County, Foley boasts a small-town, relaxed appeal that 
draws visitors and new residents alike. 

“Visitors say they enjoy Foley because the people are friendly, 
the city is laid-back and there are so many things to do,” said 
LaDonna Hinesley, marketing director at the City of Foley. 

Only 7 miles from the Alabama Gulf Coast, the city features 
a number of seafood restaurants and fish markets. Shop at 
antique stalls or at one of more than 100 outlet stores. Take a 
walking tour of Historic Downtown Foley and ride the train in 
Heritage Park. With abounding scenery, groups will enjoy free 
and easy Foley.  

Visit Foley
251-943-1200
visitfoley.com

The Foley Railroad 
Museum and Model Train 
Exhibit is popular among 
tourists. The attraction is 
located beside the 1909 
depot and was recently 
voted as the county’s favorite 
museum. See photos, 
tools and other artifacts 
highlighting Foley’s history. 
Free train rides are available 
on Saturdays throughout 
the year, with more options 
during the summer. 

Foley Railroad Museum 
 and Model Train Exhibit
251-943-1818
foleyrailroadmuseum.com

itinerary planner

Since 1973, Wolf Bay 
has been known for its 
fresh seafood and friendly 
ambiance. This historic 
restaurant began as a bait 
shop in Alabama. Now, Wolf 
Bay operates two locations in 
Alabama and one in Florida. 
Guests will choose from 
an extensive menu of local 
seafood, hand-cut steaks and 
fresh salads. 

Wolf Bay
251-987-5129
wolfbaylodge.com

Nearly 500 acres of 
unique natural habitat can 
be found at Graham Creek 
Nature Preserve. Groups 
can explore hiking trails, 
practice archery skills, canoe, 
kayak or even play a round 
of disc golf. Stop at the 
Interpretive Center to see 
native reptile exhibits and 
educational displays. Explore 
the nearby handicapped-
accessible boardwalk along 
the Memorial Tree Trail. 

Graham Creek
 Nature Preserve
251-923-4267
grahamcreekpreserve.org

Historic Downtown 
Foley takes groups back 
in time. Antique stores and 
museums highlight the 
city, while modern coffee 
shops and tea bars give it a 
contemporary vibe. Be sure 
to visit Stacey’s Old Tyme 
Soda Fountain and order 
the famous Key Lime Pie 
milkshake — included on the 
list of 100 dishes to try in 
Alabama before you die. 

Visit Foley
251-943-1200
visitfoley.com

Visit Foley

VISIT DINE EXPLORE DISCOVER
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ALABAMA

With a colorful history and one 
of the largest accumulations of onyx-
marble stalagmites and stalactites in the 
world, DeSoto Caverns is a stand-out 
among caves.

“Scientifically, the caverns boast the 
largest accumulation of gemstone qual-
ity onyx in the nation,” said Joy Soren-
son, president/director of marketing at 
the caverns.

DeSoto Caverns, located in Childers-
burg and considered America’s first cave, 
was first described to President George 
Washington by agent Benjamin Hawkins 
in 1796.  

“It’s a fantastic place for people to go 
who love history or have a fascination 
with stories,” Sorenson said. 

A mastodon bone and 2,000-year-
old Native American bones dating from 
the Woodland period were found in 
the caverns.  That’s among the earliest 

evidence of man found in the nation, 
Sorenson said. 

Soldiers made gunpowder in the 
caverns during the Civil War and moon-
shine was produced there during the 
Prohibition. Others used it as a honkey 
tonk.

“There’s just a lot of wild stories in-
side the cave that are all actually histori-
cally documented,” Sorenson said. “It’s 
not just legend. It’s a lot of fact.”

Hour-long tours include a laser light, 
sound and water show and a stop in the 
Cathedral Room — described as having 
healing properties by ancient Native 
Americans. 

Located in the Family Fun Park, 
DeSoto Caverns offers more than 20 
attractions including a maze, water 
golfing, cave wall climbing and archery. 
Visitors can also pan for gems and dig 
for crystals.

Desoto Caverns is very group-friend-
ly.  “We believe group tours should be 
easy,” Sorenson said. “We really cater 
to groups and make sure they have a 
specific, wonderful experience.”

Packages bundling caverns tour 
tickets and tickets to various attractions 
are available. Visitors can even spend the 
night in the caverns.

“We have groups that’ll book more 
than 10 attractions,” Sorenson said. 
“There are a lot of options. It makes a 
wonderful all-day excursion.”

Groups of 15 or more get discounts. 
Free parking is available. DeSoto Cav-
erns comps the group leader. n

DeSoto Caverns
256-378-7252, ext. 3
desotocavernspark.com

Enjoy colorful entertainment 
and discover history at DeSoto Caverns 

Courtesy of DeSoto Caverns
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Arkansas
Conway 

Known as the City of Colleges, Conway has big-city features 
with small-town charm at every turn. 

Conway is home to 11 parks and two lakes, making it 
a desired stop for nature lovers. The arts community offers 
opportunities to view eye-catching pieces and see stunning 
performances. With thousands of hotel rooms, stays are 
comfortable and in close proximity to local shopping and 
restaurants. 

“Located in central Arkansas just off I-40, Conway is a 
college town at heart and boasts three institutions of higher 
learning,” said Rachel Shaw, executive director of the Conway 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “No matter what brings you to 
Conway, I hope that our amenities will give you a reason to keep 
coming back.”

Conway Convention & Visitors Bureau
501-327-7788
conwayark.com

Downtown Conway is 
home to 300 businesses 
including hotels, restaurants, 
shops and entertainment 
experiences. Historic 
architecture reflects the 
quaintness of Southern 
charm while nearby colleges 
bring a spirited nature to this 
up-and-coming city. Stroll 
along unique storefronts, grab 
a cup of coffee and get a bite 
to eat at a local restaurant. 

Conway Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
501-327-7788
conwayark.com

itinerary planner

Home to the University 
of Central Arkansas’ 
College of Fine Arts and 
Communication, the 
Reynolds Performance 
Hall opened in 2000 with 
a sold-out concert by Ray 
Charles. Since then, the 
space has hosted a number 
of celebrities as well as 
touring companies such as 
the Russian National Ballet 
and the National Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Reynolds Performance Hall
501-450-3265
uca.edu/publicappearances

A portion of the Trail of 
Tears runs through Cadron 
Settlement Park, a 150-acre 
plot of land with a history 
dating back to the 18th 
century. The park features 
a restored blockhouse, 
a historic mural, a boat 
launching ramp, hiking and 
biking trails, picnic areas 
and stunning views of the 
Arkansas River. 

Cadron Settlement Park
501-450-6186
conwayparks.com

Rent a bike from one of 
Conway’s five Zagster bike 
share stations and explore 
the town or a trail without 
needing to bring a bike. Ride 
through college campuses, 
past historic buildings and 
along scenic pathways. Once 
the app is downloaded, users 
can easily lock the bike at 
any public rack while making 
stops. 

Conway Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
501-327-7788
conwayark.com

Conway Convention & Visitors Bureau

EXPLORE SEE PLAY BIKE
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arkansas

Relive history at the gateway to 
The West. Explore the Ozarks by 
train. Discover world-renowned
outdoor art...Tour Fort Smith!

Carolyn Joyce
cjoyce@tourfortsmith.com

(800) 637-1477

tourfortsmith.com

Providing lifetime refuge for aban-
doned and abused big cats and other 
animals, Turpentine Creek Wildlife 
Refuge in Eureka Springs offers groups 
the ultimate viewing experience of these 
creatures. It is one of only 11 big cat 
facilities in the nation accredited by the 
Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries. 

Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge 
evolved in 1991 when Hilda Jackson and 
her family bought a ranch — now the 
refuge — to house dozens of neglected 
and abused large cats.

“The refuge is an ethical animal tour-
ism destination and nonprofit operation, 
meaning all group fees, retail income 
and other revenue goes right back to 
our animal residents,” said Ike Wever, 
promotions and events coordinator at 

Turpentine Creek. “We are able to pro-
vide our residents with anywhere from 
5,000- to 20,000-square-foot natural 
grass habitats.” 

On the Guided Habitat tour, groups 
are led by biologist and zoologist interns 
to the big cat habitats, while the Discov-
ery Area self-guided tour allows visitors 
to see the smaller animal residents. 
Guides provide groups with insights into 
biodiversity, conservation and more. 

See lions, tigers, bobcats, leopards 
and cougars. Visit black and brown 
bears, ligers, a coati, and Goober, a rhe-
sus macaques — a species of Old World 
monkey.

“During your visit you may see 
natural wild animal behaviors such as 
‘caroling’ by our lions or ‘chuffing’ from 
our tigers,” Wever said.

In addition to daily tours, Turpentine 
Creek offers on-site lodging for those 
who wish to extend the experience.

Stay in safari glamping tents, lodges, 
suites or the treehouse bungalow — with 
views of majestic trees and rolling hills.

Visit the shop to find beach towels, 
calendars and apparel. Visitors also can 
symbolically adopt an animal by making 
a donation that will go toward its care at 
the refuge.

Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge 
can accommodate group sizes up to 150. 

Turpentine Creek suggests that groups 
plan to spend at least two hours at the 
refuge. n 

 
Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge 
479-253-5841
tcwr.org

Turpentine Creek offers safe haven for neglected wildlife

Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge
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Florida
Pensacola

Offering over 460 years of history and 18 miles of white, 
sandy beaches, Pensacola is a beautiful oasis situated on the 
emerald waters of the Gulf of Mexico. Also known as the City of 
Five Flags, Pensacola entertains groups with both leisurely and 
thrilling activities. 

Eat local, shop unique stores, visit an indoor trampoline park 
and see lively entertainment in Uptown. Slow down and venture 
Downtown to experience rich history and laid-back coastal life. 
Walk down brick-paved sidewalks and into local museums. 
Pensacola boasts more than just pristine beaches, but also 
bayous, rolling hills and lagoons — with numerous trails allowing 
adventurers to experience Mother Nature’s bounty up close in 
Pensacola. 

Visit Pensacola
800-874-1234
visitpensacola.com

On the western tip of 
Santa Rosa Island, Fort 
Pickens is a massive pre-
Civil War fortress that once 
housed Union troops and the 
Apache leader Geronimo. 
This national park unit 
offers overnight camping, 
beautiful beaches, scenic 
trails and free tours led by 
park rangers. Learn about the 
fort’s history, as well as its 
significant design details and 
the weaponry used there. 

Fort Pickens
850-934-2600
nps.gov/guis

itinerary planner

Learn about the Pensacola 
Bay area’s Spanish and 
French heritage on a tour 
in Historic Pensacola 
Village. See furnished homes 
from the colonial era to the 
Victorian age, step inside 
one of the oldest churches in 
Florida and learn about the 
second oldest shipwreck in 
the country. The area also 
features four museums and 
an archaeological site. 

Historic Pensacola Village
850-595-5985
historicpensacola.org

Roam around Pensacola 
Beach Gulf Pier and 
experience breathtaking 
views, outdoor activities and 
delicious eateries. At 1,471 
feet long, the pier is the 
perfect place to fish, stroll 
or just sightsee. The pier is 
home to Pensacola favorites, 
like Casino Beach Bar & 
Grill, Go Fish Gift Shop and 
Sophia’s Swimwear. Grab 
dinner and then stay awhile to 
catch a colorful sunset. 

Pensacola Beach Gulf Pier
850-934-7200
fishpensacolabeachpier.com

Climb all of the 177 
steps of the Pensacola 
Lighthouse at the Pensacola 
Lighthouse and Maritime 
Museum. The 150-year-
old lighthouse is one of 
the nation’s tallest brick 
lighthouses and is said to 
be haunted. See exhibits 
highlighting the U.S. Coast 
Guard, lighthouse illumination 
techniques and female 
lightkeepers. 

Pensacola Lighthouse 
 & Maritime Museum
850-393-1561
pensacolalighthouse.org

 Visit Pensacola

DISCOVER LEARN EXPLORE SEE
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florida

239.334.7419 • EdisonFord.org

Explore the Historic Homes 
and Gardens of 

Thomas Edison and Henry Ford

For more than 60 years, Tallahassee 
Museum in Tallahassee has intertwined 
Florida history, nature and wildlife into 
one 52-acre destination. 

“It is truly a unique place to make 
memories and get outdoors,” said Russell 
Daws, president/CEO at the museum.  

The museum houses a half-mile Na-
ture Trail loop featuring a live oak tree 
hammock; a longleaf pine forest area; 
and a plethora of wildflowers, birdlife 
and turtles along Lake Hiawatha. In 
addition, the museum also houses 5,000 
objects and artifacts highlighting Florida 
history and culture. See Seminole-made 
clothing, old sheet music, campaign but-
tons and other interesting objects. 

Multiple tours are available for 
groups, including the Florida Wildlife 
Tour, Big Bend Farm Tour and the His-
toric Buildings Tour.

Get a history lesson on the Big Bend 
Farm and Historic Buildings tours. Ven-
ture through an 1880s farmstead with a 
guide dressed in period-appropriate at-
tire, tour the Bellevue Plantation House 
and see Bethlehem Missionary School. 

On the Florida Wildlife Tour, walk 
along elevated boardwalks and see a 

river otter, red wolf, alligator, the rare 
Florida panther and other Southern 
species. Tours are guided, with fun facts 
and interesting stories about the animals 
that call the Tallahassee Museum home. 

With the popularity of the Florida 
Wildlife Tour, the museum also offers 
a special group program — the Group 
Night Prowl.

“Groups will head down the Florida 
Wildlife trail at night to observe the 
nighttime behaviors of the animals on 
our trail,” Daws said. “Guides will be 
located throughout the trail to help your 
group find the animals in their habitat.”

For an adrenaline rush, take the 
group to the Tree to Tree Adventure 
course, featuring a zip line and a ropes 
course. Soar 62 feet above ground 
through the cypress swamp and climb 
through an aerial obstacle course.  

“There truly is something for every-
one at the Tallahassee Museum,” Daws 
said. “All walks of life and all ages can 
enjoy the view.” n

Tallahassee Museum
850-575-8684
tallahasseemuseum.org

Explore native Florida 
at Tallahassee Museum

Tallahassee Museum
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Augusta

Recently named by Thrillist as one of the most underrated 
cities in the U.S. and “The South’s Best Kept Secret” by Forbes, 
Augusta offers a myriad of unique area attractions.

Watch the city light up at dusk from the edge of the 
Savannah River, get a bite to eat at a quirky bistro or be awed 
at thousands of works created by Southern artists. Immerse in 
the life and legacy of James Brown — who called Augusta home 
during the Great Depression and WWII — and visit sites that 
influenced his career.

Augusta is poised for unprecedented growth and opportunity 
over the next several years — come catch the Peach State’s 
second-oldest city on its way up. 

Augusta Convention & Visitors Bureau
706-724-4067
visitaugusta.com

Georgia’s first National 
Heritage Area, the Augusta 
Canal National Heritage 
Area, is an outdoor 
enthusiast’s mecca. 
Experience the stories, sights 
and sounds of Augusta 
while on the Petersburg 
boat tour, where groups can 
sip on refreshments of their 
choosing while listening to 
live music. Rent kayaks, 
paddle boards and bikes to 
soak in the natural beauty.

Augusta Canal National 
 Heritage Area
706-823-0440
augustacanal.com

itinerary planner

Tucked away in downtown 
Augusta, the popular eatery 
Craft & Vine boasts the 
perfect ambiance for an 
evening of fine dining. Try 
a hand-crafted cocktail 
or something from the 
restaurant’s impressive 
wine selection. The menu 
features delicious small 
plates including Woodfired 
Salted Pretzel Bites, seasonal 
charcuterie and Parmesan 
Crusted Oysters. 

Craft & Vine
706-496-8442
craftandvine.com

James Brown’s legacy 
can be found all over 
Augusta, and groups can 
see it displayed at the James 
Brown exhibit in the Augusta 
Museum of History. An 
array of costumes, records, 
images and audiovisual 
stations all help highlight 
the Godfather of Soul. The 
museum also features other 
exhibits pertaining to the 
whole of Augusta history. 

Augusta Museum
 of History
706-722-8454
augustamuseum.org

Augusta offers a variety 
of comfortable overnight 
accommodations that will 
make the group feel at home. 
Choose between the historic 
Partridge Inn, the newly 
opened Hyatt House Augusta 
Downtown and the expansive 
riverfront hotel Augusta 
Marriott at the Convention 
Center — conveniently located 
in the city’s center. 

Augusta Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
706-724-4067
visitaugusta.com

Augusta Convention & Visitors Bureau

SEE DINE TOUR STAY
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YEAR-ROUND
FUN IN

DEKALB COUNTY

Atlanta’s DeKalb County is conveniently located
near a variety of attractions that welcomes groups: 
• Stone Mountain Park — Georgia’s #1 Attraction
• Fernbank Museum of Natural History
• Callenwolde Fine Arts Center 

We offer Itinerary/Packaging Services, Competitive Bids
and Fam Opportunities 
68 hotels • 6,890 Guest Rooms 770.492.5012 | discoverdekalb.com

Located amid the Snake Creek Gorge 
in Carroll County, Historic Banning 
Mills adventure resort holds two Guin-
ness World Records, being the World’s 
Longest Continuous Zip Line Course 
and the World’s Tallest Freestanding 
Climbing Wall. The former includes six 
adventure levels, 100 zip lines and 10 
miles of canopy, while the latter stands 
at 140 feet with nine climbing lanes. 

“This is a great destination for guests 
to disconnect to reconnect,” said Donna 
Holder, owner and founder of the resort 
and conservation center near Whitesburg. 
“Historic Banning Mills has it all — great 
adventure, accommodations and food.” 

Walk along North America’s longest 
hiking suspension bridge, The Sky Trek. 
Take a leap of faith at the free fall course. 
Zip “Superman-style” down the Flight 
of the Falcon zip line, where adventurers 
fly facedown a 3,400-foot course. 

“Guides at Banning Mills are well-
trained and can take anywhere from six to 
100 guests out at once to help groups learn 
better communications skills,” Holder said.

A popular team-building activity is the 
GPS Adventure Challenge. Groups use a 
GPS device to navigate between different 
points. They must also solve a problem in 
order to move onto the next point.

As a conservation center as well as an 
adventure resort, Historic Banning Mills 
is filled with wildlife and untouched 

natural features. See blue herons, 
groundhogs and king snakes. Be in awe 
of river birch trees, big leaf magnolias 
and the fire pink wildflower. The resort 
has numerous trails that take visitors 
past ruins of the old paper mill, along 
water raceways and through lush forests. 

“A visit to Banning Mills gets guests 
out in nature, but also takes them out 
of their comfort zones and encourages 
them to experience something new,” 
Holder said.  

Historic Banning Mills offers on-
site accommodations, including lodge 
rooms, cabins and the new addition of 
the unique tree house rooms. The on-site 
chef, Chef Williams, can provide custom 
menus to fit the group’s dietary needs. n

Historic Banning Mills
770-834-9149
historicbanningmills.com

Fly, hike and climb through scenic rural Georgia 

Historic Banning Mills
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Stone Mountain Park

DeKalb County
Explore area around Atlanta, Georgia
By David Hoekman

DeKalb County holds some of 
Georgia’s best attractions.

What’s more, its location — just 6 miles 
east of downtown Atlanta — is a plus.

“DeKalb offers an affordable 
alternative for group tours any time 
of the year,” said Mike Vescio, 
sales manager for Discover DeKalb 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We invite 
your group to stay overnight in DeKalb, 
away from the hustle and bustle of the 
downtown area.”

Dinos and waffles
Fernbank Museum of Natural 

History presents the prehistoric world 
and world cultures. Outside, there’s 
a family of bronze Hadrosaurs, a 
dinosaur species that once lived in 
prehistoric Georgia. Inside, the “Giants 
of the Mesozoic” exhibit features the 
123-foot-long Argentinosaurus and 
the 47-foot-long Giganotosaurus. 
WildWoods is an outdoor experience 
on an elevated boardwalk through 
the trees. WildWoods connects to 
Fernbank Forest, the largest old 
growth Piedmont forest in a major U.S. 
city at 65 acres.

Listen to the echoes of ancient 
empires at the Michael C. Carlos 
Museum at Emory University, located 
just around the corner from the 
Fernbank Museum.

Docent June Major said the 
collection at the Carlos Museum 
started as a cabinet of curiosities. 
A real museum was formed in 
1919. Over the years, the museum 
has expanded and now holds the 
Southeast’s most distinguished 
collection of art and artifacts from 
ancient Egypt (think mummies), Nubia, 
Greece, Rome, the Near East, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Americas.

Find out more about the Centers 
for Disease Control on a free tour of 
the David J. Sencer CDC Museum. 
Guided tours for groups are available 
by reservation. The museum 
educates visitors about the value of 
prevention-based public health, while 
presenting the CDC’s heritage and 
accomplishments.

Stone Mountain Park, Georgia’s 
most-visited attraction, offers indoor and 

1. Stone Mountain Park

1
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1. Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory University, 2. Fernbank Museum of Natural History, 3. Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory University, 
4. Glass-blowing class, Atlanta Hot Glass, 5. Stone Mountain Park

1. Stone Mountain Park

Get artsy
Atlanta Hot Glass can handle 

demonstrations and instruct small 
groups in glass blowing. 

outdoor entertainment for tour groups 
all year long. Take the Summit Skyride 
to the mountaintop to see Atlanta 
and its environs. Hop aboard Scenic 
Railroad and take a 5-mile train ride 
around the mountain. Take a self-
guided stroll through the Discovering 
Stone Mountain Museum, which 
presents artifacts and stories that span 
12,000 years. Visit Historic Square 
& Farmyard or catch a 4D film in 
Georgia’s first 4D theater. In the evening, 
watch the Lasershow Spectacular in 
Mountainvision®, the world’s longest 
running laser light show.

“With a variety of family-friendly 
activities to enjoy, groups can tailor 
their visit and explore natural and 
historic landscapes or discover popular 
attractions throughout the park for any 
occasion,” said Angela Walton, the 
park’s public relations manager.

Don’t forget to check out the Waffle 
House Museum, the site of the first 
Waffle House restaurant. The building 
has been restored so that visitors 
feel like they are stepping into 1955, 
the year the restaurant opened. The 
museum is available for tours by 
appointment only on Wednesday at 
11:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m.

Pick up some tasty treats from 
all over the world at DeKalb Farmers 
Market. Since it launched in 1977, 
the market has expanded from a 
produce stand into a sprawling facility 
in a 140,000-square-foot warehouse. 
In addition to produce, there’s a 
restaurant and coffee shop.

“It’s an exciting time for art glass 
because it is relatively new,” said 
Danielle Colón, an instructor. “It’s 
about learning to listen to the glass. A 
glass artist is always thinking one step 
ahead.”

At Callanwolde Fine Arts Center, 
book a class to fashion a miniature 
clay face jug and take home a piece of 
Georgia folk art. The Tudor Revival-style 
home is now used for visual, literary 
and performing arts events, workshops 
and classes. 

Nuts and bolts
Discover DeKalb Convention & 

Visitors Bureau represents DeKalb 
County, which includes the cities of 
Tucker, Chamblee and Doraville. 

Vescio said the area’s 70 hotels offer 
welcome signage, baggage handling, 
special driver’s rates, one comp room 
per 20 rented, safe interior corridors and 
on-site security.

The bureau provides itinerary/
packaging services, competitive hotel 
bids, free on-site hotel parking and 
tour itineraries.

“Make your next stop with us,” 
Vescio said. n

Discover DeKalb Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
770-492-5012
discoverdekalb.com

1 2
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Lake Cumberland/Somerset-Pulaski County

Step ashore the beautiful outdoor haven of the Lake 
Cumberland/Somerset-Pulaski County region to enjoy 
breathtaking views and endless thrilling adventures.

“Here, you can have your day at the lake and your night 
on the town,” said Michelle Allen, executive director of Lake 
Cumberland Tourism. “From historical landmarks to local food 
and community art, Somerset-Pulaski County truly is a one-of-a-
kind destination.” 

Get a taste for local brews and bites in downtown Somerset. 
Uncover harrowing war stories while touring a historic battlefield. 
Ignite the group’s imagination and attend a local concert. 
Unwind with a relaxing stroll around Fountain Square — adorned 
with quaint boutiques and restaurants groups can’t experience 
anywhere else.

Lake Cumberland Tourism
606-697-6394
lctourism.com

Catch a show at 
The Center for Rural 
Development, a state-of-
the-art conference venue 
and performing arts center 
that hosts a variety of 
special concerts and events 
celebrating the creative works 
of the community. Established 
in 1996, the center focuses 
on four areas to support 
the local community: public 
safety, arts & culture, 
leadership and technology. 

The Center for Rural 
 Development
606-677-6000
centertech.com

itinerary planner

Downtown Somerset 
is a hub of activity near an 
outdoor paradise offering 
eateries like Downtown 
Deli and Serendipity at the 
Orange Door. Take in outdoor 
murals painted by local 
artists and grab a pint at 
Jarfly Brewing, known for its 
distinctive flavors. Shop local 
at the Mole Hole, a whimsical 
boutique selling Kentucky-
made products. 

Lake Cumberland Tourism
606-383-0367
lctourism.com

Guthrie’s Grill is an 
American steakhouse offering 
a unique casual dining 
experience overlooking 
scenic Lake Cumberland. 
Guthrie’s menu features a 
variety of delectable options. 
Whether craving a juicy 
steak or a savory pasta 
dish, Guthrie’s skilled cooks 
will handcraft delicious 
fare to enjoy in a friendly 
atmosphere. 

Guthrie’s Grill
606-425-5987
guthriesgrill.com

Take a step back into 
the days of the Civil War at 
Mill Springs Battlefield 
— a beautifully preserved, 
600-acre historic landmark. 
Groups will learn about 
the first significant Union 
victory during a self-guided 
driving tour. Stop at the 
visitor center and museum to 
explore the “Combat On the 
Cumberland” exhibit. Group 
rates are available. 

Mill Springs Battlefield
606-636-4045
millsprings.net

Clockwise from top: Lake Cumberland Tourism (2), Burnside Tourism, Shawn Edwards, The Center for Rural Development 

SEE EXPLORE EAT TOUR
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Start a tour with a performance by 
a live band at the Bluegrass Music Hall 
of Fame & Museum in Owensboro — 
home to the “Father of Bluegrass” Bill 
Monroe and founding home of the 
International Bluegrass Association.

“Bluegrass music is an experience, an 
art form with cultural ties to our region,” 
said Carly Smith, marketing director 
at the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & 
Museum. “A visit to the Bluegrass Music 
Hall of Fame & Museum is a way to con-
nect with a uniquely American music 
and explore the connections between 
the genre and the fabric of Kentucky.” 

On the first floor, groups experience 
five separate sections that sweep them 
through the history of bluegrass. Learn 
about bluegrass’ earliest roots up to mod-
ern day branches of the genre, with one-

of-a-kind memorabilia scattered through-
out. The second floor of the museum is 
dedicated to special rotating exhibits.

Founded in 1991, the Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame inductee room is the 
crown jewel of the museum and honors 
numerous bluegrass legends. Video 
interviews and artifacts complement the 
space and provide a more personal look 
at these artists’ lives. 

When hosting larger groups, the mu-
seum treats visitors to a more interactive 
experience with a live performance by 
the museum’s house band.

“They like to engage groups in the 
history of the music through perfor-
mance and sing-along,” Smith said. 

After, groups are invited into the 
Pickin’ Parlor — a space with a large 
wall full of bluegrass instruments. 

Because they are encouraged to pick up 
an instrument and try it out, the Pickin’ 
Parlor is where groups spend the major-
ity of their time.  

The Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum is home to the Woodward 
Theatre, a 450-seat, world-class perfor-
mance hall with state-of-the-art audio 
and video features. The museum also 
includes an outdoor venue overlooking 
the Ohio River. 

Special pricing and event packages 
are available for groups. The Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum can ac-
commodate groups of any size. n

Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame 
 & Museum
270-926-7891
bluegrasshall.org

Travel to roots of bluegrass at 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum



46 June 2020

kentucky

Shaker legacy endures in northern Kentucky

GTM/David Hoekman

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill near 
Harrodsburg shares 3,000 acres of 
discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky 
Shakers.

The Shakers were 19th-century 
America’s largest and best-known com-
munal society. 

In 1805 three Shaker missionaries 
walked from New York to Kentucky to 
set up a Shaker settlement. The commu-
nity prospered and by 1823 there were 
491 Shakers at Pleasant Hill. The village 
closed as an active religious society in 
1910.

Establishment of Shaker Village of 
Pleasant Hill began in the 1960s.

“The attraction offers groups inspir-
ing tours, fresh seed-to-table dining, 
shopping, overnight accommodations 
and outdoor exploration,” said Jacob 
Glover, program manager.

Available are everything from a 
cruise in a paddle-wheel riverboat to a 

bonfire and hayride.
“We want to get our visitors en-

gaged,” Glover said.
Activities take place at the Historic 

Centre, The Farm and The Preserve.
The main interpretive experience is 

new and located in the Centre Family 
Dwelling, a massive limestone structure 
built between 1824–34.

Up to 100 members lived as broth-
ers and sisters on opposite sides of the 
building. The Shakers were celibate and 
believed in equality of race and sex.

Pleasant Hill’s five communal 
families ranged in size from 50 to 100 
members. Each family had its own 
dwelling house, shops, barns, gardens 
and orchards. 

Most of the village’s 34 historic struc-
tures are in the Historic Centre.

“The most impressive artifacts are 
the buildings,” Glover said. “Restoration 
has never stopped. It’s ongoing.”

Marvel at the twin spiral staircases 
that run from the first to the third floor 
in The Trustees’ Office, now the vil-
lage restaurant. Constructed by Shaker 
brother Micajah Burnett, the stairs are 
so iconic that they are likely some of the 
most photographed elements of Shaker 
architecture in America.

“The golden era of this village was 1835 
to 1855 and that was due to trade,” Glover 
said. Shaker-produced brooms, coopered 
items, preserves, packaged seeds and other 
products were taken on regular trading 
trips to New Orleans via the Kentucky, 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 

The Inn at Shaker Village features 72 
guest rooms, suites and private cottages 
spread throughout 13 historic Shaker 
Village buildings. n

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill
859-734-1558
shakervillageky.org





Kentucky State Parks
Get away from it all, to discover all we have. Come for the rich history, 
local legends, and natural beauty, linger for the scenic lodge views and 
hospitality.

Speak to a group sales professional to learn more about Kentucky State 
Parks opportunities and discover your next destination or stopover: 
jovan.wells@ky.gov  or call 502-892-3341.

parks.ky.gov
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Louisiana
Houma

Houma contains over 2,500 square miles of mysterious 
swamps and vast wetlands. Terrebonne Parish offers unique 
attractions, affordable lodging and delicious dining that’s 
influenced by the city’s unique blend of cultures. Come discover 
the joie de vivre, or “love of life,” that is ingrained into every 
aspect of Houma’s centuries-old culture.

“Louisiana’s Bayou Country welcomes you to explore the 
unforgettable outdoors, culture, food and music that make up 
the unique blend that is Terrebonne Parish,” said Joni Duet, 
public relations manager at the Houma Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. “Your group can expect to fill their bellies with 
delicious fresh seafood and authentic Cajun cuisine and fill their 
cameras with beautiful scenery of winding bayous, beautiful 
birds and more gators than you can count.”

Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
985-868-2732
houmatravel.com

Preserving family 
tradition, one Louisiana 
woman’s recipe that dates 
back over 100 years is 
now being carried on by 
her great-grandchildren 
at Bayou Terrebonne 
Distillers. Sip the excellence 
of small batch Louisiana 
corn-based whiskey while 
enjoying the lush greenery 
and serene waters of Bayou 
Terrebonne that surround this 
picturesque spot. 

Bayou Terrebonne 
 Distillers
985-856-3106
btdistillers.com

itinerary planner

Heads or tails? Choose 
one of the most delicious 
ways to experience Houma 
on the Bayou Country 
Crawfish Trail. Whether it’s 
right out of the boiling pot or 
in a link of crawfish boudin, 
taste buds will be thankful 
the group stopped by to see 
why Houma is proud to be 
“Louisiana boiled and raised.” 

Houma Area Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
985-868-2732
houmatravel.com

Get close to a Louisiana 
gator at Greenwood Gator 
Farm, hatching and housing 
over 5,000–10,000 alligators 
every year. Groups will take 
a guided tour to learn about 
the farming of Louisiana 
alligators and the history of 
the Louisiana swamps. End 
the group’s visit with a ride 
through the back swamps of 
Houma.

Greenwood Gator Farm
 & Tours
985-804-0744
greenwoodgator
 farmtours.com

Southdown Plantation 
was one of 86 sugar mills 
operating in Houma during 
the industry’s booming 
years. Today, the house 
and grounds offer groups 
a glimpse into life on the 
plantation from the late 
18th century to the early 
20th century. See original 
furnishings, exhibits on the 
sugarcane industry and a 
restored Worker’s Cabin. 

Southdown Plantation
985-851-0154
southdownmuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau, Creative Commons, Houma Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (3)

SIP EAT DISCOVER TOUR
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800-259-1714
www.Natchitoches.com

“Nack-A-Tish”

OLDEST CITY

Celebrate, discover, and explore
 the Cane River Creole culture
along the Cane River Nati onal

Heritage Area Trail.

Vernon Parish Tourism 
337.238.0783

LouisianaLegendCountry.com

One of the 22 kiosks along the Myths & Legends Byway. 

Discover the real Louisiana 

along this 181-mile drive 

through western Louisiana 

based on tall tales, true stories, 

and legends. 22 kiosks along 

the way relate these fabled 

myths and true sagas.

Visit our website to learn more. 

As you’re traveling, stop by any 

Visitor Center along the way and 

pick up your Explore the Lore 

Game with games and quizzes 

to test your knowledge of the 

Myths and Legends Byway.

Savor New Orleans culinary tradition
on a food and drink tour

From crawfish etouffee to turtle soup, 
New Orleans is known for its delicious 
and culturally-rich dishes that make it a 
unique destination.

One attraction capitalizing on all that 
The Big Easy’s culinary scene has to offer 

is New Orleans Culinary History Tours 
— a locally-owned and operated com-
pany showcasing not only the city’s best 
eateries, but also its food scene history. 

“Our Culinary History and Tast-
ings offers the city’s most unique tour 

as our rich history is explored through 
our diverse culinary heritage,” said 
Mike Hamilton, co-owner. “Visitors on 
the tour work their way through the 
French Quarter sampling New Orleans’ 
classic dishes while learning about their 
origins.”

New Orleans Culinary History Tours 
offers two experiences: The Culinary His-
tory Tour and the Classic Drink Tour. 

While touring the French Quarter on 
the Culinary History trek, groups will 
visit two of the oldest restaurants in the 
city, Antoine’s and Tujague’s, founded in 
1840 and 1856, respectively. 

“Learn how our cuisine evolved from 
a number of historic influences, ethnic 
roots and geographic factors. Appreci-
ate the distinction between Creole and 
Cajun food,” Hamilton said.

One stop will immerse groups in 
classic Creole cooking. Creole Delicacies 
is a destination known for using roux 
cooking — a traditional French method 
of cooking adapted by New Orleans 
cooks to make and thicken gumbo. See 
a demonstration of this cooking method 
and try the final product.  

On the Classic Drink Tour, learn 
the history of classic cocktails like the 
Sazerac — declared the official drink of 
New Orleans by the state legislature. 

In addition, groups will learn about 
the Choctaw Indians who knew special 
properties of the water currently used in 
the production of Abita Brewing Com-
pany’s beer. 

Groups will also sample absinthe 
and a French 75. Pommes Souffle with 
Bearnaise Sauce will be provided for 
groups to snack on while sampling these 
historic and delicious beverages. 

Two tours are run daily. New Orleans 
Culinary History Tours can accommo-
date up to 16 people per guide. n

New Orleans Culinary History Tours
504-427-9595
noculinarytours.com
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Whitney Plantation gives new perspective 
on Louisiana’s enslaved

The Whitney Plantation, known as 
Habitation Haydel until 1867, is located 
less than an hour from New Orleans in 
Wallace, and it offers 90-minute walking 
tours that honor over 100,000 people 
held in slavery in the state. 

Ambroise Heidel, a German immi-
grant, established the plantation in 1752. 
His slaves specialized in indigo cultiva-
tion until switching to sugarcane in the 
early 1800s. After Heidel’s death, his 
descendants carried on the business for 
three generations. 

While visitors do learn about the 
Haydel family, the plantation’s real 
purpose is to retell the story of slavery 
in the South, including those enslaved. 
Groups learn the history through muse-
um exhibits, memorial artwork, restored 
buildings and hundreds of first-person 

slave narratives.
“The slave narratives discuss dif-

ferent aspects of daily life, including 
living conditions, religion, food, work, 
punishment, and general memories and 
reflections,” said Ashley Rogers, director 
of museum operations.

While the guided tour takes visitors 
through the Antioch Baptist Church, 
a slave cabin and the Big House, most 
of the tour is spent outside at three 
memorials. 

The Wall of Honor, made of vertical 
granite slabs, is dedicated to the 350-
plus people who were enslaved at Habi-
tation Haydel. On the slabs are names 
and personal information relating to the 
men, women and children who worked 
on the plantation.

The Allées Gwendolyn Midlo Hall 

memorial bears the names of the 
107,000 people documented on the 
Louisiana Slave Database. The memo-
rial is named after historian Gwendo-
lyn Midlo Hall in recognition of her 
contribution to the history of slavery in 
the Americas. 

The Field of Angels is a memorial for 
the 2,200 enslaved children who died in 
St. John the Baptist Parish between 1823 
and 1864; 39 of those perished on the 
Whitney Plantation. 

Group tours may be arranged for 21 
or more people. A second booking must 
be made for groups of more than 50. 
Motorcoach parking is available on-site. n 

Whitney Plantation
225-265-3300
whitneyplantation.com
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Mississippi
Meridian

Sitting on Interstate 20/59, Meridian is the perfect stop en route 
to everywhere. This delightful city enjoys tranquil landscapes and 
boasts one of the biggest names in country music. 

Learn about all of Mississippi’s famous artists in one place, 
see an amazingly preserved steam engine and visit a gypsy-
queen’s tribute-festooned grave. Walking through downtown 
Meridian, groups will find rich history as they encounter old 
buildings made of wood, brick and steel.

“We’re compact, historic, architecturally striking and really 
friendly,” said Dede Mogollon, director at Visit Meridian. “When 
we do heritage and cultural tourism right, we tell our story.” 

Visit Meridian
601-482-8001
visitmeridian.com

Get to know Elvis, Oprah, 
Kermit the Frog, Faulkner and 
other Mississippi greats 
at the Mississippi Arts + 
Entertainment Experience. 
Showcasing the state’s art 
and entertainment legacy, the 
MAX features participatory 
exhibits that highlight 
moments of humor and 
intimacy in these individuals’ 
lives — drawing similarities 
between them and visitors. 

Mississippi Arts + 
 Entertainment Experience
601-581-1550
msarts.org

itinerary planner

Born in Meridian, Jimmie 
Rodgers is considered “the 
Father of Country Music.” 
The Jimmie Rodgers 
Museum not only spotlights 
the country and blues star’s 
life, but Mississippi’s entire 
country music legacy. After a 
visit to the museum, stop at 
the state’s oldest live-music 
venue or start the group’s 
journey on Mississippi’s 
country music and blues 
trails.

Jimmie Rodgers Museum
601-482-8001
jimmierodgers.com

Taste why Mississippi’s 
oldest restaurant, 
Weidmann’s, still packs 
them in. With one of the 
coolest balcony bars in the 
state, generations of families 
have gathered to enjoy 
delicious meals here since 
1870. Sit down to a table set 
with a peanut butter crock 
and crackers — a tradition at 
Weidmann’s since the 1940s 
— and enjoy great food and 
hospitable company. 

Weidmann’s 
601-581-5570
weidmanns1870.com

Return to childhood while 
spotting the painted horses 
all around town and then take 
a whirl on the enchanting 
Dentzel Carousel. Debuting 
at the 1904 St. Louis World’s 
Fair, it is the only known 
two-row stationary carousel 
surviving today. Both the 
carousel and carousel 
house are National Historic 
Landmarks.

Dentzel Carousel
601-485-1802
visitmeridian.com

 Visit Meridian

SEE LISTEN ENJOY RIDE
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Plan your group’s next Mississippi trip at VISITMISSISSIPPI.ORG/DONTMISSOUT

MISSISSIPPI CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM - JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi’s impressive collection of state-of-the-art museums -
including the acclaimed Mississippi Civil Rights Museum - teach, 
inspire and ignite the minds of generations young and old. 
Don’t miss out on an excursion sure to educate and enthrall.

...ON MISSISSIPPI’S
   WORLD-CLASS
   MUSEUMS

20-0107-Group Tour Ad.indd   2 2/14/20   7:34 AM

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM of ART 380 SOUTH LAMAR STREET  DOWNTOWN JACKSON

SPRING/SUMMER 2020 ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE 
MSMUSEUMART.ORG

The presentation of this exhibition in Jackson, Mississippi is sponsored by the Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation.

The 17th presentation in the Annie Laurie Swaim Hearin Memorial Exhibition Series

Edgar Degas (1834-1917), Little Dancer Aged Fourteen, model executed ca. 1880 (cast in 1922). bronze, cloth skirt with tutu and satin hair 
ribbon, 38.5 x 14.5 x 14.25 in. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, State Operating Fund and the Art Lovers’ Society, 45.22.1. 

Image © Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.

VAN GOGH, 
MONET, 
DEGAS,

AND THEIR TIMES:
THE MELLON COLLECTION OF FRENCH ART FROM 

THE VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
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Celebrate icon’s legacy at B.B. King Museum
Located in Indianola, the B.B. King 

Museum not only highlights the life 
and career of the legendary singer and 
songwriter, but also the history of the 
Mississippi Delta region.

“To our visitors from afar, we show 
the genius of a guitar player who kept 
his humility while being showered with 
praise and awards from all corners of the 
globe,” said Malika Polk-Lee, executive 
director of the museum. “Visitors and 
fans have a chance to pay their final 
respects to the musical icon that was 
B.B. King at his final resting place on the 
museum grounds.”

The museum features a theater, three 
main exhibits and a gift shop. Each 
exhibit follows King through his life 
while also highlighting Mississippi Delta 
history and culture. 

Learn about King’s upbringing dur-

ing the late 1920s and 
1930s. Follow his journey 
to Memphis in the 1950s 
and see how he became 
a worldwide icon in the 
1960s — influencing big 
names like The Beatles, 
the Rolling Stones and 
The Who.

Five thematic elements 
such as land and place, 
African American social 
history and interracial rela-
tions are present through-
out the museum and help 
connect the audience to King’s life.

Just a short walk down the street 
and around the corner is Club Ebony, 
an African American nightclub that 
hosted not only King, but other legends 
like Ray Charles and Count Basie. King 
purchased the club in 2008 and then 
donated it to the museum four years 
later. Now, this historic spot is open to 
visitors. 

“This gift allows us the opportunity 
to offer tour groups the unique chance 
to experience a meal of southern cuisine 
and live blues music in an authentic 
blues club,” Polk-Lee said. 

The B.B. King Museum is looking for-

ward to a number of new developments 
coming this year, including a completed 
Memorial Courtyard for B.B. King’s 
burial site and additional exhibit space. 

“This new proposed space will allow 
the museum to install several major 
artifacts that cannot be presently accom-
modated,” Polk-Lee said. 

Additions will include B.B. King’s 
Rolls-Royce, tour bus and customized 
Chevy El Camino. Interactive exhibits and 
an expanded theater will also be added. n

B.B. King Museum
662-887-9539
bbkingmuseum.org

B.B. King Museum
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North Carolina
Charlotte

From its Olympic-caliber whitewater rafting to its NASCAR 
heritage, Charlotte is an explorer’s paradise. The Queen City is 
a haven of charming eateries and fine dining establishments, 
churning out everything from signature comfort food to 
international delights. It’s a craft beer mainstay and a booming 
metropolis for big business. Groups can walk mile upon mile of 
beautiful terrain and discover Charlotte’s vibrant cultural scene. 

 “Charlotte has come into its own as a thriving metropolitan 
city,” said Karen Brand, director of communications at the 
Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority. “The region welcomed 
more than 29 million people in 2018, and continues to grow its 
cultural, culinary and outdoor experiences, making it even more 
desirable to visitors from around the world.”

Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority
704-339-6040
crva.com

Inside of the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame, learn about 
the history of motorsports 
and see memorabilia from 
some of the racing world’s 
greatest moments. Pay 
tribute to trailblazers of the 
sport and get in on the 
action through interactive 
activities including a pit 
stop change challenge and 
a chance to get behind the 
wheel in a racing stimulator.  

NASCAR Hall of Fame
888-902-6463
nascarhall.com

itinerary planner

Nestled in Charlotte’s 
booming Steele Creek 
community is the Charlotte 
Premium Outlets.  
Charlotte’s newest upscale 
outlet center features 
stunning collections from 
notable fashion designers 
and luxury and name-brand 
manufacturers. Shop over 50 
stores including Saks Fifth 
Avenue Off Fifth, Coach New 
York, Michael Kors and more. 

Charlotte Premium Outlets
704-523-8865
premiumoutlets.com/
 outlet/charlotte

Experience Charlotte’s 
beauty and brawn at the 
U.S. National Whitewater 
Center. Drink in the 
Catawba River’s tranquil 
scenery while stand-up 
paddleboarding or soaring 
down a zip line. Try the 
world’s first permanent Deep 
Water Solo climbing complex 
and explore new limits at 
a place where Olympians 
log hours of practice and 
accomplish feats of strength. 

U.S National
 Whitewater Center
704-391-3903
usnwc.org

Located inside an early 
1800s renovated mill, the 
recently opened Optimist 
Hall features a food hall, 
retail, restaurants and 
creative office spaces. 
Optimist Hall is the largest 
food hall in the city and 
one of the largest in the 
state. Groups can get a bite 
of Charlotte’s food truck 
favorites, including the 
Dumpling Lady, Papi Queso 
and more. 

Optimist Hall
980-701-0040
optimisthall.com

Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority

TOUR SHOP DO EAT



56 June 2020

north carolina

Maggie Valley  •  Waynesville
Lake Junaluska  •  Canton  •  Clyde

Cameron Art Museum seamlessly 
blends history with art

The Cameron Art Museum in Wilm-
ington is an interesting combination of 
both art and history. 

The museum, which has often been de-
scribed as the largest cultural institution in 
eastern North Carolina, is an art museum 
venue located on a historical site.

“This was the site of the last Civil 
War battle before the fall of Wilming-
ton,” said Scott Relan, communications 
& strategic planning at the museum. 
“We have a pretty sizable permanent 
collection. This is a regional museum 
that’s actually pretty large.”

Visitors can visit the Forks Road Civil 
War Site and walk along the last remain-
ing vestige of historic Federal Point Road, 
the primary thoroughfare between Fort 
Fisher and Wilmington in the 1860s. 

In addition, the museum has be-

tween three and six rotat-
ing exhibitions every year. 

“There’s always some-
thing new here every few 
months,” Relan said. “It’s 
not just one static perma-
nent collection all the time 
— it’s not just a small city 
gallery. This is a pretty ac-
tive, energetic art museum 
here in Wilmington.” 

The museum’s Art 
Park features sculptures 
by Charlie Brouwer, Clyde Jones, Vollis 
Simpson, Mel Chin and Dixon Stetler. 

 The museum offers extensive public 
programming on the weekends and 
Thursday evenings including lectures, 
concerts, a jazz series, workshops and 
regular artist talks.

Cameron Art Museum also has a full 
museum school, so groups can make ar-
rangements to take a workshop for a few 
hours on a Saturday. 

“We customize our programming if 
people request it,” Relan said. “It’s really 
up to whatever you and the group tour 
coordinator negotiate.”

The museum also schedules private 
group tours. 

“That’s a big part of our visitorship,” 
Relan said. “The group tour department 
will pretty much customize anything if a 
request is made.” 

Groups of 10 or more get a discount 
on admission and can schedule a tour by 
emailing the group tour coordinator at 
georgia@cameronartmuseum.org. n

 
Cameron Art Museum
910-395-5999, ext. 1019
cameronartmuseum.org

Cameron Art Museum



Kay Calzolari, CTIS

TOUR

Historic Homes & Gardens
SIP & SAVOR

Yadkin Valley Wineries

We’ve Been Planning
Your Tour Since 1753

Centrally located in North Carolina, Winston-Salem is easy to get 

to and even easier to navigate. Enjoy touring our vibrant nightlife, 

historical museums, heirloom gardens, a Moravian Culinary Trail, art, 

culture, shopping, and more—all within a walkable city center. And 

with 5,000 hotel rooms—including 1,200 downtown—our city welcomes 

groups of all sizes. Come see why we were voted as one of Forbes’ 
“Top 10 Best Downtowns!”  

DISCOVER

Moravian Culinary Trail

For Details and Group Itineraries, Contact:

Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com 336.728.4237 
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Stories abound at Greensboro History Museum
Celebrating Greensboro’s local 

culture and the city’s prominent place 
in American history is the Greensboro 
History Museum. The museum complex 
encompasses the adjacent Mary Lynn 
Richardson Park with its historic 18th- 
and 19th-century households, Hockett 

Blacksmith and Woodworking Shops, 
and First Presbyterian Church Cem-
etery, with graves dating from 1831 to 
1926 in a garden setting.

“The museum gives a broad, yet 
intimate look at the entire history of 
Greensboro, North Carolina,” said Cath-

erine Johns, education specialist and tour 
coordinator. “There is something for every 
age to experience while they are here.”

Collections include ceramic and pot-
tery, including handmade and manufac-
tured pottery and ceramic ware from the 
late 18th century through today, and fea-
tures the Bluethenthal Jugtown Collection 
among Piedmont North Carolina pottery.

The Robert & Capelia McKinney 
Historical Glassware Collection com-
prises 632 pieces of American com-
memorative glass produced between 
1830 and 1960. Begun by Robert McK-
inney in 1961, it pays tribute to presi-
dents and celebrities, world’s fairs and 
expositions, and inventions such as dial 
telephones and the transatlantic cable.

The John & Isabelle Murphy Confed-
erate Longarms Collection features over 
150 examples of long arms manufactured 
in every major Confederate armory, plus 
historical engravings and contemporary 
artwork by Don Troiani, whose work 
focuses primarily on military heritage.

The Dolley Madison Collection cele-
brates the only First Lady born in North 
Carolina through personal items of the 
wife of President James Madison — one 
of the best-known and most-loved ladies 
of the White House — including an 
empire-style, peach-colored silk gown. 
The collection is considered to be one 
of the most significant assemblages of 
Madison’s belongings known to exist in 
the United States. 

Guided tours are available for groups 
of 10 or more. n

Greensboro History Museum
336-373-2971
greensborohistory.org

Courtesy of the Greensboro History Museum
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South Carolina
Aiken

Boasting one of the nation’s largest urban forests, Aiken is a 
laid-back city set against a beautiful Southern landscape. Learn 
about a world-class equestrian culture, get a taste for local 
dining, discover a rich history and experience a diverse arts 
scene while in Aiken. 

The City of Aiken Tourism Division offers a number of local 
tours highlighting the best of the city’s history, culture and 
landscape. Walk, pedal or ride past historic spots while listening 
to interesting stories about this quaint destination.  

“Aiken exudes pure Southern charm. Once you visit, 
however, you will find Aiken is much more than just a pretty 
place,” said Mary Rosbach, tourism supervisor at the City of 
Aiken Tourism Division. “Deemed an All-American City, Aiken is 
also historic, sporty and outdoorsy.”

City of Aiken Tourism Division
803-293-7846
visitaikensc.com

Shop, dine and unwind 
while in Downtown Aiken — 
home to a number of local 
establishments. Explore 
museums, gift shops, art 
galleries, candy stores, 
boutiques, antique shops 
and more while walking 
down charming streets. 
Many storefronts reflect the 
affluent equestrian culture 
in Aiken and its eclectic arts 
environment. 

City of Aiken
 Tourism Division
803-293-7846
visitaikensc.com

itinerary planner

Experience Aiken’s grace, 
charm and elegance on 
a two-hour Trolley Tour. 
See historic homes and 
churches, learn about Civil 
War history and admire the 
Live Oak Canopy on South 
Boundary. Groups will also 
experience a guided walk 
through Hopelands Gardens 
and the Racing Hall of Fame 
& Museum. Tours are offered 
every Saturday morning. 

City of Aiken
 Tourism Division
803-293-7846
visitaikensc.com

Located in the heart of 
downtown Aiken, Whiskey 
Alley is the city’s only 
Whiskey Bar and Tapas 
Restaurant — crafting unique 
small plates and signature 
cocktails that have made 
this eatery an Aiken staple. 
Whiskey Alley’s Vodou 
Lounge is an intimate space 
inspired by Haitian Voodoo 
culture, providing cocktails 
focused on Creole, Haitian 
and Latin influences. 

Whiskey Alley
803-226-0579
whiskeyalley.com

The Willcox Hotel 
boasts the best of Southern 
architecture and hospitality. 
This award-winning historic 
lodge established in the 
late 19th century includes 
a picturesque front porch, 
reputable restaurant, lobby 
bar, full-service salon and 
spa and an outdoor pool 
and patio area. The luxurious 
rooms include simple 
Southern décor that create a 
comfortable atmosphere for 
every guest. 

The Willcox Hotel
803-648-1898
thewillcox.com

Clockwise from top: City of Aiken Tourism Division (2), Moose Nicholson, City of Aiken Tourism Division (2)

SHOP TOUR STAYDINE
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Preserving United States history, Pa-
triots Point Naval & Maritime Museum 
in Mount Pleasant offers an engaging 
and educational look into the stories of 
those who served in the military.

At Patriots Point, groups can climb 
aboard and explore USS YORKTOWN, 
one of 24 Essex-class aircraft carriers 
built during World War II for the United 
States Navy; USS LAFFEY, a World War 
II-era destroyer; and USS CLAMAGO-
RE, the only GUPPY III submarine 
preserved in the United States. 

“When groups leave here, they 
discuss the size of the ship, the smell of 
the ship and the amazing planes they’ve 
only seen before in photos,” said Chris 
Hauff, public information officer for Pa-
triots Point Naval & Maritime Museum. 

When exploring, groups will learn 
what it was like to serve and live aboard 
the three vessels while taking in the 
history of the Vietnam War and World 
War II.

“The USS YORKTOWN itself is the 
star attraction at Patriots Point Naval & 
Maritime Museum,” Hauff said. “Most 
people don’t know that there is a science 
lab located on the aircraft carrier.”

Guided tours give groups the chance 
to experience history in a hands-on 
way. The Medal of Honor Museum, 
located on the USS YORKTOWN, uses 
interactive exhibits to share the stories 
of the brave Americans who served and 
protected the United States.

Additional experiences allow groups 
to interact with machinery, equipment 

and authentic features that were a part 
of life during wartime. 

Become a part of the crew in the 
“Vietnam Experience” exhibit. In this 
2½-acre exhibit, marine officers are 
brought to life through holograms. Oth-
er components include a Fire Control 
Bunker, Mess Hall, three Vietnam-era 
helicopters, 105 Howitzer Gun and MK1 
River Patrol Boat. 

Guided tours and free bus parking 
are available for groups of 10 or more. 
Tours should be booked at least two 
weeks in advance.n

Patriots Point Naval 
 & Maritime Museum
843-971-5051
patriotspoint.org

Step back in time at Patriots Point 
Naval & Maritime Museum

Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum
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9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC

843.839.2292

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar

843.839.2292

MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM
FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS CALL:

GiantCrab.com

Only 3 miles from Alabama Theater
& 7 miles from Broadway At The Beach

170 ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar

Steaks Cooked to Order

DELICIOUS FRESH SEAFOODDELICIOUS FRESH SEAFOOD

SUCCULENT PRIME RIBSUCCULENT PRIME RIB

www.Hampton.com or call 877-946-6400 and ask for our Sales Department
1801 South Ocean Boulevard, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577/843-946-6400

M Y R T L E  B E A C H  O C E A N F R O N T

The UlTimaTe 
GroUp Therapy.

Highly ranked by TripAdvisor.com. “Best in Hospitality” by Myrtle Beach Hospitality 
Association. Featuring 6 oceanfront pools (with hot tubs and heated pools), fitness 
center, and complimentary Hampton “On the House” hot breakfast buffet.

• Group rate: 10 rooms or more
•  Complimentary room (1 per 20 paid rooms; not available June 1st – September 9th)
• Complimentary motorcoach parking
•  Luggage service available
• Dinner & Show packages available

61940-Hampton Inn Group Tour Mag-May 2020.indd   1 2/27/20   2:48 PM

Request your Meeting and Group Planner Guide 
Call 800.488.8998 or visit MyrtleBeachGroups.com
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Tennessee
Kingsport

Home to the original Long Island Iced Tea, Kingsport 
is surrounded by 15 state parks and boasts multiple local 
restaurants, festivals and events to boot. 

Discover the historic 200-mile Daniel Boone Wilderness 
Trail that was started in Kingsport or the Heritage Trail — an 
almost 2-mile loop around Downtown Kingsport highlighting 16 
historical sites. 

Multiple performance centers and art hubs reside in 
Kingsport. Experience theater, ballet and a regional symphony. 
The Kingsport Art Guild showcases regional artists with new 
and rotating exhibits shown every year. 

Quench the group’s thirst with a local brew at Bays Mountain 
Brewing Company or at Model City Tap House. Try out a farm-
to-table eatery and savor the homegrown taste and beauty that 
is Kingsport. 

Visit Kingsport
423-392-8800
visitkingsport.com

One of the nation’s 
largest city-owned parks, 
Bays Mountain Park & 
Planetarium is a 3,550-acre 
nature preserve featuring 
a 44-acre lake, 40 miles 
of trails, a state-of-the-art 
planetarium and a 300-
foot zip line. Take a nature 
program and experience the 
flora and fauna of the park 
up close, like a wolf pack 
enjoying a meal and turtles 
basking in the sun. 

Bays Mountain Park
 & Planetarium
423-229-9447
baysmountain.com

itinerary planner

During Prohibition, Charles 
Bishop created the original 
Long Island Iced Tea in 
Kingsport. Later, his son 
would add lemon, lime and 
cola to his original recipe. 
Try different takes on the 
cocktail at local restaurants 
and bars like East Coast 
Wings & Grill’s Strong Island 
Tea, Guiseppe’s Big Orange 
Tea and Long Island Iced 
Tea Truffles at Bellafina 
Chocolates. 

Visit Kingsport
423-392-8800
visitkingsport.com

Warriors’ Path State 
Park was named after the 
Great Cherokee War and 
Trading Path and is located 
on the shores of the Patrick 
Henry Reservoir. Enjoy hiking 
and biking trails, rent a kayak, 
take a horseback ride or 
hit the links at the 18-hole 
Warriors’ Path Golf Course 
— all at the foothills of the 
Appalachian Mountains.

Warriors’ Path State Park
423-239-8531
tnstateparks.com

As the only fully 
professional orchestra 
to serve the Kingsport 
region, Symphony of the 
Mountains performs an array 
of genres from American 
pop to Appalachian folk. The 
symphony is also home to 
the Voices of the Mountains 
chorus and the Symphony 
of the Mountains Youth 
Orchestra. 

Symphony of the            
 Mountains
423-392-8423
symphonyofthemountains.org

Clockwise from top: Creative Commons, iStock, Creative Commons, iStock, Creative Commons

LEARN SIP EXPLORE HEAR
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tennessee

Inspire miles of smiles for your tour 
group with hundreds of unique attractions 
conveniently located in one beautiful 
mountain town. Stunning views, shows, 
Dollywood, down-home cooking, arts, 
crafts and much more make us 
a destination to remember.

PIGEONFORGETOURS.COM
1-800-285-7557

by joy.
Be driven

PFT001573_Mrr_GroupTourTradeAd_7.25x4.75.indd   1 3/18/19   4:18 PM

SEE THE BEST OF NASHVILLE

call today to book your Nashville EXPERIENCE!

KRISTI DRIVER
TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5439  |  kdriver@opry.com

MIKE MOLLOY
TOURISM SALES MANAGER

615.882.5344  |  mmolloy@opry.com

WAYNE CHANDLER, CTP
DIRECTOR OF SALES

615.882.5435  |  wchandler@opry.com

Catch the new stars, superstars, and legends of country music at the world’s 

longest running radio show, the Grand Ole Opry. Shows every Friday & 

Saturday, plus Tuesdays March through December.

Tour the Ryman, known as The Mother Church of Country Music. The 

history of this National Historic Landmark comes to life as never before 

with the state-of-the-art Soul of Nashville pre-tour experience and new 

multi-media exhibits. Tours available daily.

Tour the Opry House and go behind the scenes of the show that made 

country music famous. A new state-of-the-art theater presentation kicks-off 

each tour, sharing the story behind some of country music’s biggest artists 

and their roads from virtual unknowns to being right at home backstage. 

Tours available daily.

Whether you party with us in downtown Nashville, soak up our laid-back 

mountain vibe in Gatlinburg, or visit us in Blake’s Oklahoma hometown, 

Ole Red is your new favorite hangout. Ole Red is a great group meal 

option. Coming to Orlando in 2020!

GOOEG_GroupTourAd_2020.indd   1 3/13/20   10:53 AM
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The year 2020 is one of revitalization 
at Navitat Knoxville in Knoxville, as the 
adventure park started the year off with 
new ziplines and fresh experiences to 
accommodate its growing popularity.

“It’s hard to capture in words,” said 
Annaliese Ashley, operations and mar-
keting manager at Navitat Knoxville. 
“Groups will just have to come experi-
ence it for itself.” 

Located just 10 minutes from down-
town Knoxville, Navitat Knoxville is a 
forested adventure park that offers ropes 
course trails and ziplining for groups 
seeking the excitement of obstacle-based 
excursions and the beauty of the Ten-
nessee landscape. 

Each of Navitat’s trails vary in height, 
difficulty and theme. From the Fish Trail 
to the Trees and Plants Trail, groups will 
be eager to try the high-ropes courses 
that take them on a thrilling Appala-
chian adventure. 

Additionally, Navitat Knoxville 
incorporates education into its various 
trails. On the Bird Trail, groups walk 
along an obstacle painted with native 
birds while experiencing the landscape 
with a bird’s-eye view.

“Navitat wants to thrill and inspire 
groups, all while they learn about the 
southern Appalachians through our 
unique aerial adventure park,” Ashley said. 

The Bird Trail also houses Navitat 
Knoxville’s BirdNest, a 40-foot func-
tional art instillation that groups enjoy 
climbing in, making the Bird Trail a 
favorite for many adventurers. 

“It’s good to get out into the forest 
and navigate your habitat in a new way,” 
Ashley said. 

With endless options to climb at 
any skill level — even the option to 
experience it during the day or at night 
— Navitat Knoxville exceeds groups’ 
expectations of adventure. 

Tours takes around two and a half 
hours, with the option to do any or all of 
the six tree-based trails. 

Navitat Knoxville can accommo-
date groups up to 100 and encourages 
coach-sized groups to work with its sales 
director, Ben Ream, to receive additional 
packaging offers. n

 
Navitat Knoxville 
855-927-0242
navitat.com/knoxville-tn

Groups reach new heights
at Navitat Knoxville

Navitat stock photo
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West Virginia
Martinsburg

Known as the “Gateway to the Shenandoah Valley,” 
Martinsburg is a historic city situated less than an hour 
from 23,000-acre Sleepy Creek Wildlife Management Area. 
Experience the serenity of a small town that is less than two 
hours from Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland. 

Martinsburg maintains an extensive Civil War history, once 
home to infamous Confederate spy Isabelle Boyd. In downtown 
Martinsburg, the streets are lined with a number of family-owned 
restaurants, local shops and entertainment spaces. 

With a number of trails along Sleepy Creek Lake and a 
bustling historic Main Street, Martinsburg is a perfect spot to 
settle down from the busyness of the big city while still enjoying 
exciting activities. 

Martinsburg-Berkeley County Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
304-264-8801
travelwv.com

Sleepy Creek Lake 
is nestled between two 
mountain ridges — Sleepy 
Creek Mountain and Third 
Hill Mountain — and provides 
fishing for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, channel catfish 
and northern pike. The area 
contains extensive hiking 
trails, biking paths and 
camping sites. Canoe or 
kayak in this 205-acre body 
of water less than an hour 
from Martinsburg. 

Sleepy Creek Wildlife 
 Management Area
304-822-3551
wvdnr.gov

itinerary planner

Called the “Miracle on 
East Martin Street,” the 
Apollo Civic Theatre has 
been through two world 
wars, the Great Depression 
and other significant events 
since its completion in 1913. 
The theatre produces six live 
performances every year 
and rents out the space for 
other events, including motion 
pictures, country singers and 
children’s theater productions. 

Apollo Civic Theatre
304-263-6766
apollocivictheatre.org

The native limestone-built 
Adam Stephen House is 
an example of Colonial stone 
architecture. Constructed 
between 1772 and 1789, 
the restored house now 
serves as a museum and is 
furnished with period pieces. 
Also on-site is the Triple Brick 
House, built in 1875, and 
an excavation site. Both are 
open for tours.  

Adam Stephen House
304-267-4434

The Woods is the perfect 
place for a day trip or a 
weekend getaway, providing 
private lodging options 
in picturesque cottages. 
Enjoy a day at the spa or 
an afternoon on the 18-hole 
championship Mountain View 
golf course or the Stony Lick 
mid-length course. No matter 
what the group is doing, 
experience breathtaking 
views of the northern gateway 
to Shenandoah Valley.  

The Woods
800-248-2222
thewoods.com

Clockwise from top: West Virginia Tourism Office (2), Creative Commons (3)
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The Clay Center for the Arts & 
Sciences — located in Charleston — 
is one overachieving venue. One of 
the few of its kind in the country, the 
240,000-square-foot center houses the 

Juliet Art Museum, Caperton Plan-
etarium & Theater, Avampato Discovery 
Museum and the Maier Foundation 
Performance Hall, home of the West 
Virginia Symphony Orchestra.

“There is truly something for every-
one here,” said Morgan Robinson, vice 
president of marketing and sales. 

Visitors can explore the arts and 
sciences by traveling through interac-
tive exhibits, taking in a performance or 
even a trip to outer space in the plan-
etarium. 

“The Avampato Discovery Mu-
seum and Juliet Art Museum bring out 
the child in everyone and encourage 
hands-on learning and entertainment,” 
Robinson added.

Special tours for groups are available 
of all museum galleries, with options 
to add on curator-led art gallery tours, 
hands-on science demonstrations and 
live/video planetarium presentations.

A favorite experience for groups is 
touring the Juliet Art Museum, espe-
cially when participating in a tour led by 
the museum’s artistic curator and direc-
tor. Known for its collection of 19th and 
20th century American art with an em-
phasis on works on paper, the museum 
hosts traveling exhibits from artists and 

museums nationwide as well as exhibits 
from its 1,000-plus piece permanent col-
lection. A key focus is on the paintings, 
drawings, photography and sculptures 
of West Virginia artists.

Another fan favorite is the planetar-
ium with its variety of immersive films 
and live presentations. 

“Visitors can experience swimming 
with humpback whales, traveling to 
other galaxies or romping through the 
Asian jungle with pandas without ever 
leaving their seat,” Robinson said, noting 
that many of the films in the planetari-
um’s collection are available in 3D.

Groups should plan about two to 
three hours to explore, depending on 
whether a planetarium show is included. 
Extra time would be needed if a lunch 
option (catered dinner, buffet, boxed 
lunch or snack) is selected.

The Clay Center can accommodate 
groups as large as 75, which can be 
broken into smaller groups to allow for a 
more personalized tour. Travel planners 
should contact group sales representa-
tive Kayla Jordan. n

Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences
304-561-3570
theclaycenter.org

Experience performing arts, visual arts 
and sciences under one roof

Courtesy of the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences 
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BRING YOUR GROUP TOUR TO LIFE.
Virginia Beach celebrates the gifts of land and sea with culinary adventures that  

are sure to satisfy your group’s appetite.  

Plan your group’s Live the Life Adventure at VisitVirginiaBeach.com/GroupTour.

SAVOR THE 
GOOD LIFE


