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From the publisher

Rising together
I am writing this letter during National Travel and Tourism 

Week, the annual celebration of the contributions and 
accomplishments of the U.S. travel industry. This year’s theme, 
the Spirit of Travel, spotlights hope and resilience in the face of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

From tour cancelations and refunds to employee furloughs 
and marketing challenges, you are likely recovering from the most 
difficult quarter of your tourism career. It is clear this is group 
travel’s toughest time to date, but by opening this magazine, you 
are confronting the challenge head-on.

Time and time again, our industry has proven the Spirit of 
Travel cannot be broken. Through every hardship, Group Tour 
Media has watched tour planners innovatively adapt to emerge 
stronger and wiser. 

That being said, now is the time to quiet the mind and develop 
plans for future tours. Surveys, including our own (see page 5), 
indicate suppliers will earnestly welcome tours in this year’s third 
and fourth quarters. The outlook for 2021 is even brighter. 

Group travel in the new normal will include far fewer “touch 
points.” Instead, look for online ticketing and check-ins. Attractions 
and destinations will undoubtedly enhance sanitation procedures 
specifically designed to combat the transmission of COVID-19. As 
always, travelers’ wellbeing is our industry’s top priority.

Here at Group Tour Media, our team will continue to provide 
tour information and inspiration. We want to effectively help you 
do what you love: develop and operate tours that take people to 
fascinating attractions and destinations whenever they’re ready. 

As you read our June issue, you will notice Group Tour 
Southeast/West, Group Tour Northeast/Midwest and Group Tour 
Virginia were carefully combined. We also added Group Tour 
Heritage & History to the same package. I am confident this 
wealth of information will help you build itineraries that are more 
exciting than ever before.

Thank you for your continued readership; I admire your 
persistence, daring leadership and dedication to our industry. 
Together, we’ll rise to build itineraries for group travel’s new normal.

Here’s to the Spirit of Travel, and to a safe and healthy future. 

Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse
in Acadia National Park, Maine

iStock
Elly DeVries,
Publisher

Editor’s Note:   
  During this period 
of social distancing, 
Group Tour magazine 
will continue to 
provide group travel 
inspiration. 
  Many attractions 
and destinations are 
closed at this time; 
please contact them 
directly for updated 
information.
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Group Tour Media 
COVID-19 Survey results

 
In early May, Group Tour Media conducted surveys to gauge 
where groups stand in the travel industry’s current climate. We 
appreciate your help, and we are hopeful these results provide 
insight while you plan for your business’ future.

You are 
not alone! 

83% 
of readers reported tour 
cancelations was the area 
of their business most 
affected by COVID-19.  

45%
of readers are considering 
new tour destinations or 
avoiding virus hotspots.  

43%
of readers are scheduling 
future trips at their usual 
tour destinations. 

12% 
of readers are waiting for 
more insight before they 
book.

Welcome Back to the 
Newport Mansions

The Breakers

Groups@NewportMansions.org
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ONTREND

Great Lakes cruising advances
mall ship cruises on the 
Great Lakes are gaining 
momentum. Dave Lorenz, 
vice president of Travel 
Michigan, said visitors have 

been touring the Great Lakes by cruise 
ship for years but until recently only 
a few cruise operator options were 
available. 
 As more cruise ship operators 
showed an interest in the region, the 
Great Lakes/St. Lawrence governors 
and premiers saw an opportunity to 
help encourage operators to cruise 
in the Great Lakes. They formed a 
marketing organization called Cruise 
The Great Lakes, which markets to 
operators and travel consumers. The 
group, which Lorenz chairs, includes 
U.S. states and Canadian provinces, 
convention and visitor bureaus, 
chambers of commerce, ports of call, 
ship operators and other supporters.  
 Operators in the organization 
include Blount Small Ship Adventures, 
Victory Cruise Lines and Pearl Seas 
Cruises.

Less is more
 “Consumers seem to be looking 
for this more intimate cruise experience, 
and they are learning about the 
options in our region by visiting 
cruisethegreatlakes.com,” Lorenz said.
Smaller ships are appealing to 
consumers, Lorenz said. 
 “Most of our cruise visitors will 
have already sailed the world via the 
large ships which carry thousands 
of travelers,” Lorenz said. “Much like 
riverboat European cruises … these 
small ships offer all of the amenities that 
are most important to them and since 
they have an opportunity for multiple 
land excursions, they can augment their 
trip with visits to small towns, big cities, 
cultural institutions, casinos, sporting 
events and natural wonders that can 
only be found in our fresh-water region.”
 One of those big cities is 
Milwaukee, where the number of cruise 
ship visits increased from four in 2017 
to 10 in 2019
 “For many cruisers, the Great Lakes 
represents a new market that combines 
the best of both worlds — urban 

amenities and historical experiences, 
plus gorgeous natural landscapes that 
are easily accessible for exploring,” said 
Claire Koenig, communications manager 
for VISIT Milwaukee.
 Similar to other kinds of group 
travel, Milwaukee offers many 
experiences for cruise passengers, 
Koenig said. Popular stops for cruisers 
in the last couple of years include 
Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee 
Public Market, the National Bobblehead 
Museum & Hall of Fame, the shops and 
restaurants of the Third Ward and a 
chance to try one of Milwaukee’s eight 
local coffee roasters. 
 “In addition, cruise passengers are 
sometimes surprised to find a wealth 
of well-preserved historic architecture, 
including Frank Lloyd Wright designs, 
plus fascinating beer history attractions 
like Best Place at the Historic Pabst 
Brewery,” Koenig said.
 Earlier this year, Viking Cruises 
announced it is set to begin offering 
Viking Expeditions cruises on the Great 
Lakes in 2022 with new vessels.
 Milwaukee figures prominently in 
the three Viking Great Lakes itineraries. 
Undiscovered Great Lakes is an eight-
day cruise from Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
to Milwaukee. Great Lakes Explorer is 
an eight-day cruise from Milwaukee to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Niagara & The 
Great Lakes is an eight-day cruise from 
Toronto, Ontario, to Milwaukee.  
“Starting in 2022, this could mean up 
to 12,000 new visitors are coming to 
Milwaukee to experience all the city 
has to offer,” Koenig said. “We’re also 
thrilled to have Viking’s marketing 
resources highlighting Milwaukee as a 
destination on its itineraries.” n

Cruise The Great Lakes
cruisethegreatlakes.com

s
By DavID Hoekman Dave Lorenz

Chair, Cruise The Great Lakes
Vice President, Travel Michigan

From top: Travel Michigan, VISIT Milwaukee

Pearl Mist in Milwaukee
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Spotlight

The Group Tour Company 
spans generations J. Chris bABB 

President, The Group Tour Company

 It is easy to understand why J. Chris 
Babb gets nostalgic when talking about 
group travel. 
 Babb is the president of The Group 
Tour Company, a family-owned and 
-managed tour company started by 
his father in 1975. The Washington, 
D.C.-based company works with travel 
professionals to design, build and 
manage multi-day programs for adults 
and students throughout the Mid-
Atlantic, Northeast and beyond.
 Over the years, Babb and his 
family have worked with tour planners to 
build distinctive itineraries that connect 
travelers to the local community through 
private activities, which helps set their 
programs apart from competitors. 
 The Group Tour Company has 
built a dependable reputation, with loyal 
individuals who traveled with the company 
as students, and then again as adults. 

Q. How do you attract clients to your 
business?

A. The main way The Group Tour Com-
pany gets a new client is by a referral 
from existing clients. We also find new 
clients by being active in the travel com-
munity, attending events such as the 
National Tour Association’s (NTA) Travel 
Exchange and our volunteer work with 
Tourism Cares. 

Q. What is your best travel tip fellow 
travel professionals?

A: Do not over-program! People traveling 
on a group tour want time for personal 
exploration, reflection and time to con-
nect with their fellow travelers. We are 
big believers that traveling as a group 
builds an understanding of a community 
through shared, enlightening experiences.

Q. How would you describe today’s 
group travelers?

A. They are more active and looking for 
light adventure and activities that are par-
ticipatory. They also are looking for ways 
to connect with a community through 
volunteer activities or networking opportu-
nities with local affinity groups.

Q. What industry trends are you
noticing?

A. In the domestic market, we have seen 

smaller group size, shorter booking 
windows and groups are getting more 
diverse in their interests, which in turn 
leads to us building itineraries that pro-
vide more flexibility and free time. 
In the international market, we are 
seeing a softening in our numbers due 
partially to the strength of our dollar, 
but also out of safety concerns and 
the presumption that foreigners are not 
welcome. These last two assertions 
could not be more untrue, but 
unfortunately, it is what we have been 
hearing about why it is hard for the U.S. 
to compete with other destinations. 

Q. What is on your travel entertain-
ment list?

A. Music wise, I have been listening to 
Lizzo and Maggie Rogers. Also, a good 
playlist would have to be R.E.M., Pink and 
Madonna, with some good show tunes 
mixed in. I tend to read nonfiction, so I 
always have some books downloaded on 
history, public policy and politics. I do live 
in Washington, D.C. after all! 

Q. What is the one cuisine you always 
need to try when traveling?

A. Street food is a must! And, I am al-
ways excited about a good local IPA! n

The Group Tour Company
800-424-8895
grouptourcompany.com

By Cindy Fish 

The Group Tour Company
Educational tour group at Wash-
ington, D.C.’s annual Pride Parade
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America’s
Explore island getaways      in Midwest & Northeast
By Jackie Sheckler Finch

S trolling on the beach. 
Listening to waves caress 
the shore. Enjoying delicious 
fresh seafood. Watching a 

glorious sunset over the water. 
Visiting an island might seem a world 

away. But some of those special places 
are located right in the heartland of the 
United States, where it likely takes less 
time and money to get there.

For an island trip that is sure to 
create marvelous memories, here are 
a few places to include on a wonderful 
Midwest and Northeast island getaway.

Mackinac Island, Michigan 
On a whim, a young playwright 

named Richard Collier from Chicago 
decides to stay at Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island. Wandering around the 
historic 1887 hotel, Collier is drawn to the 
photo of an actress who appeared at the 
hotel in 1912. Somehow or other, Collier 
takes himself back in time to meet the 
actress, his destiny Elise McKenna.

Of course, this is all a 1980 
Hollywood movie starring Jane Seymour 
and Christopher Reeve. For the 40th 
anniversary celebration of the movie 
Somewhere in Time, a special Oct. 16-
18 weekend is planned at Grand Hotel, 
where ladies in long dresses and frilly 
hats will be strolling with men in turn-of-
the century suits and gentlemanly hats. 

“There is a peaceful feeling that 
encompasses you the minute you step 
off the ferry boat and onto the island. It 
may be because there are no noisy cars 
on Mackinac,” said Tim Hygh, executive 
director of the Mackinac Island Tourism 
Bureau. He added that, except for a few 
emergency vehicles, the Michigan island 
is car free.

“It may be because the island 

is frozen in time with a Victorian-era 
feel,” Hygh said. “It may be because 
the streets are lined with horse drawn 
carriages and people riding bicycles. 
That euphoric feeling is probably a result 
of all those reasons.”

Mackinac Island also is a treasure 
chest of history. At Fort Mackinac 
perched high over the Straits of 
Mackinac, guides dressed as U.S. 

soldiers and Victorian ladies share the 
fort’s history in 14 original buildings 
filled with period settings, exhibits and 
videos. Watch cannon and rifle firing 
demonstrations and enjoy a panoramic 
view of the harbor. 

Mackinac Island
906-847-3783
mackinacisland.org

iStock

Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, Mich.
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Explore island getaways      in Midwest & Northeast
islands

Ohio’s Lake Erie
Shores & Islands 

Rising 352 feet, the Perry’s Victory & 
International Peace Memorial in Put-in-
Bay, Ohio, commemorates the Battle of 
Lake Erie, a key factor for Americans in 
the War of 1812. The famous quote, “We 
have met the enemy, and they are ours,” 
was made by U.S. Navy Admiral Oliver 
Hazard Perry. The U.S. Brig Niagara is a 
replica of one of the battle’s ships and 
sits berthed along Put-In-Bay’s shoreline.

Visitors to Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores & 
Islands have a wealth of reasons to visit 
Erie and Ottawa counties in Ohio. The 
town of Put-In-Bay on the southernmost 
of the Bass Islands offers kayaking 
through limestone cliffs, cycling, hiking, 
spelunking in the world’s largest 
geode at Crystal Cave, charter fishing, 
parasailing and much more.

“The Lake Erie islands are popular 
because they are a resort getaway in the 
Midwest — an island vacation without 
flying to the Caribbean,” said Jill Bauer, 
public relations manager for Lake Erie 
Shores & Islands.  

On nearby Kelleys Island, marvel 
at the world’s best example of glacial 
grooves and a gorgeous beach. “From 
a walkway, footbridge and stairs you can 
look down on the immense grooves, 
which are 400 feet long, 35 feet wide 
and up to 10 feet deep, suggesting the 
tremendous power of the ice that formed 
them,” Bauer said. 

“Glacial Grooves Geological 
Preserve contains marine fossils that 
are 350 to 400 million years old,” 
Bauer said. “They were scoured into 
solid limestone bedrock about 18,000 
years ago by the great ice sheet, which 
covered part of North America.”

Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores & Islands
800-255-3743
shoresandislands.comPerry’s Victory & International Peace Memorial, Put-in-Bay, Ohio

Courtesy of Lake Erie Shores & Islands



Mount Desert Island, Maine
The island with the unusual name is 

Maine’s largest island and the second 
largest on America’s Eastern Seaboard. 
At 108 miles, Mount Desert Island is 
home to the nation’s second busiest 
national park — Acadia National Park. 

As for that unusual island name, 
“Legend has it that when the French 
explorer Samuel de Champlain arrived 
in 1604 at what is now Mount Desert 
Island, he referred to it as L’Isle des 
Monts-déserts (meaning island of 
barren mountains) due to the bare, 
rocky mountaintops,” said Alf Anderson, 
executive director of the Bar Harbor 
Chamber of Commerce. “To this 
day, many locals still use the French 
pronunciation of ‘desert.’”

The largest town on Mount Desert 
Island, Bar Harbor has some 18 
mountains on the island, plus epic 
oceanfront cliffs and hiking paths lined 
with wild blueberry bushes. Because 
it is said to be the first place the sun 
rises in America, Cadillac Mountain is a 
popular spot to hike at sunrise. 

“The neighboring towns of Southwest 
Harbor and Tremont feature vibrant 
waterfronts with working fishing piers 
and local flair,” Anderson said. “The 
village of Northeast Harbor is a people 
watcher’s delight, where one might spot 
a celebrity or two while walking in the 
quaint downtown.”

Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce
207-288-5103
visitbarharbor.com

Sand Beach, Acadia National Park, Mount Desert Island, Maine

 Courtesy of Dobbs Productions & Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce

Stewman’s Lobster Pound, Bar Harbor, Maine

10 June 2020
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Liberty Island and Ellis 
Island, New York, New York

With her outstretched arm holding a 
torch burning with the light of freedom, 
the Statue of Liberty can bring tears to 
the eye. The 15-story statue represents 
America and has been a welcoming 
sight for millions.

Standing in New York harbor, the 
world-famous Statue of Liberty by 
sculptor Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi 
was a birthday gift from France on July 
4, 1884. The Statue of Liberty sits on 
12-acre Liberty Island, so a ferry ride 
is necessary but that is part of the 
pleasure. Keep a camera handy for 

great views of the statue from the water. 
For another interesting stop, the Ellis 

Island National Museum of Immigration 
gives voice to the unique stories of 
the nation’s immigrants. More than 12 
million immigrants entered America 
through Ellis Island between the years of 
1892 and 1924. 

Opened in May 2019, the Statue 
of Liberty Museum on Liberty Island 
consists of three gallery spaces, 
including the Immersive Theater with a 
10-minute multimedia experience telling 
the story of the statue and the ideals 
she represents.

In Inspiration Gallery, visitors can 
see an up-close view of Liberty’s 

original torch. Held high for nearly 100 
years, the torch was rescued from the 
elements and replaced in 1986. Massive 
glass walls provide magnificent views of 
the State of Liberty herself set against a 
stunning backdrop of the New York City 
skyline, making it a favorite photo spot.

Ellis Island National Museum
 of Immigration
212-561-4588
libertyellisfoundation.org/  
 immigration-museum

Statue of Liberty Museum
212-363-3200
nps.gov/stliv

Statue of Liberty, New York, New York

iStock
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Illinois
Champaign County

Champaign County in east central Illinois offers unexpected 
experiences for group tours. The stops on this itinerary planner 
come from Visit Champaign County’s tour: Illinois Amish 
Country & Beyond.

Escape modern life and travel back in time to Amish 
Country, kiss a reindeer at Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch and 
discover one of America’s best kept secrets, the Allerton Park 
and Retreat Center.

“Our area offers an experience like no other, giving groups 
the opportunity to disconnect from a hectic daily life and instead 
enjoy life’s simple pleasures,” said Caitlyn Floyd, director of 
sales for Visit Champaign County. “We like to call it, ‘Outside of 
Ordinary.’”

Visit Champaign County
217-351-4133
visitchampaigncounty.org

Head to Flesor’s Candy 
Kitchen in Tuscola for lunch 
and a demonstration. Sisters 
Ann and Devon Flesor 
revived their grandfather’s 
Candy Kitchen, which 
originally opened in 1901, 
to bring candy and ice 
cream back to town. Devon 
creates small-batch, sugary 
confections, while Ann hand-
dips the candies. As they 
don’t use preservatives, the 
candy is made daily.

Flesor’s Candy Kitchen
217-253-3753
flesorskitchen.com

itinerary planner

Visit Champaign County

Go behind the scenes on 
a tour of the Tuscola shop of 
Das Holz Haus, an Amish 
woodworker. This large facility 
creates custom, hand-crafted 
furniture and cabinetry, 
focusing on intricate details. 
See the woodworkers in 
action, and the large Amish 
community helping create the 
products made for customers 
all over the country.

Das Holz Haus
217-543-3251
dhhinfo.com

Allerton Park & Retreat 
Center is a historical 
treasure hidden near the 
upper Sangamon River in 
Monticello. The center offers 
an extraordinary collection 
of art, nature and history. 
Formal gardens feature 
extensive plantings, over 100 
ornamental varieties and 
dozens of sculptures. Enjoy a 
peaceful night at the mansion, 
as there are 41 guest rooms 
and three guest houses.

Allerton Park
 and Retreat Center
217-333-3287
allerton.illinois.edu

Start a group visit at 
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch 
in Rantoul with the Reindeer 
Experience Tour. Klondike 
and the other reindeer will 
let visitors give them a kiss. 
Guests will then enjoy a 
Wild West-themed theater 
Texas barbecue lunch. For 
a unique fall activity, depart 
on a treasure hunt through 
a challenging 10-acre corn 
maze.

Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
217-893-3407
reindeerranch.com

TASTE TOUR DISCOVER DO
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ILLINOIS

At North American Pizza & Culinary 
Academy in Lisle, the goal is to get every 
guest as excited about cooking as its 
chefs. Dynamic professional chefs who 
are well-versed in all culinary styles lead 
hands-on and demonstrative classes. 

The sessions are designed for people 
of all ages and abilities. Currently, there 
are only 20 pizza schools worldwide.

“Cooking is never about strictly 
following recipes, it’s about techniques,” 
said Renee Gabbett, chef and director 
of culinary operations. “In our cooking 
classes, your group will learn valuable 
cooking skills in a fun, hands-on envi-
ronment.” 

The academy is the only accredited 
pizza school in the United States with 
a certified dough room and an entire 
room dedicated to wood-fired cooking. 

“Fun is the base of our teaching style, 
the heart of our operation,” Gabbett said. 
“We offer a small team of seasoned chefs 
who lead our culinary-focused demos 
and hands-on classes. Our pizza classes 

are led by either master instructor and 
member of the World Pizza Team, 
Leo Spizzirri (one of only two master 
instructors in North America) or a pro-
fessional pizzaiolo certified through the 
Scuola Italiano Pizzaioli.”  

At the end of the cooking class, 
guests get to enjoy a generous tasting of 
a multicourse meal. 

“The result of this experience is 
that your group will go away feel-
ing very full as well as having im-
proved their palette, possibly experi-

enced a new cuisine or perfected a new 
skill,” Gabbett said.

The culinary academy can accom-
modate groups from 10 to 70 people, 
and experiences last about 2½ hours. A 
10% discount is available for any group 
of more than 45 people. n

North American Pizza
 & Culinary Academy
630-395-9958
pizzaculinaryacademy.com

Meet Terry Truman!
Terry.Truman@springfield.il.us

(217) 789-2360 x 5525

Book Your Trip Today!

#visitspringfield

Get slice of fun at North American
Pizza & Culinary Academy

North American Pizza & Culinary Academy
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Indiana
SoIN (southern Indiana)

Hoosier hospitality meets Southern charm in southern 
Indiana. Todd Read, CTA, the tourism, trade and consumer 
sales manager at SoIN Tourism, has many ideas for group 
tour itineraries.

“We’ve seen growing interest in SoIN, and the addition 
of Clarksville to the Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail 
will generate even more,” he said. “The vibrant, revitalized 
downtowns of Jeffersonville and New Albany, one mile from 
Louisville, offer distinctive, intimate settings for groups.”

Other ideas: Falls of the Ohio State Park and Interpretive 
Center, Joe Huber’s Family Farm & Restaurant, Wimsatt 
Soap Company, The Carnegie Center for Art and History, 
and Huber’s Orchard, Winery, & Vineyards/Starlight Distillery.

SoIN Tourism
812-280-8082
gosoin.com/groups

Derby Dinner 
Playhouse in Clarksville is 
noted for its professional 
productions of Broadway 
musicals and lighthearted 
comedies. The freshly 
prepared, home-style buffet 
features classic American 
cuisine. Promotional 
materials are available for 
tour planners, and there are 
complimentary tickets for 
group leaders and drivers.

Derby Dinner Playhouse
877-898-8577
derbydinner.com/
 group-info

itinerary planner

SoIN Tourism

Dress up as a Clue 
character and play the 
whodunit group game of 
Clue at Culbertson Mansion 
State Historic Site in 
New Albany. The Victorian 
mansion features hand-
painted ceilings, a carved 
staircase and marble 
fireplaces. Guided tours 
also are available.

Culbertson Mansion
 State Historic Site 
812-944-9600
indianamuseum.org/
 culbertson-mansion-state- 
 historic-site

Tour the Candy 
Kitchen and Candy 
Museum at Schimpff’s 
Confectionery, a 128-year-
old gem in Jeffersonville. 
Taste Schimpff’s famous 
cinnamon red hots, hard 
candy fish and Modjeskas. 
Observe a candy-making 
demonstration. The 
confectionary has a ’50s 
soda fountain. Groups are 
asked to call in advance for 
a demonstration.

Schimpff’s Confectionery
812-283-8367
schimpffs.com

Watch and learn from top 
chefs in the region as they 
create culinary masterpieces 
at MESA, A Collaborative 
Kitchen in New Albany. 
Enjoy a three- or four-course 
dinner as the guest chef 
demonstrates and cooks. 
Guests can ask questions, 
learn and talk to the chefs as 
they share their love for food. 

MESA, A Collaborative 
 Kitchen
mesachefs.com

TASTE EATDOENJOY
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Indiana Dunes National Park

indiana

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

Hillforest Victorian House Museum

McCabe’s Greenhouse

KENTUCKY

OHIO

INDIANA
Cincinnati

Indianapolis

Louisville Lexington

1

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

If you’ve visited us in the past, or plan 
to visit us in the future, thank you.

When you’re back on the road again, 
remember, we are ready with history 
and hands-on fun adventures!

Tour
SOUTHEAST INDIANA

Ready When
You Are

Although conservation efforts in 
the area started back in 1899, Indiana 
Dunes was designated the nation’s 61st 
national park just last year. 

Indiana Dunes National Park, which 
also surrounds an Indiana state park of 
the same name, encompasses 15 miles of 
Lake Michigan’s southernmost shoreline 
and has 50 miles of trails that take hikers 
over rugged dunes and inviting beaches, 
and through prairies, woodlands and 
bogs. The park’s biodiversity attracts 
birders from all over the country since 
more than 200 avian species have been 
spotted there. 

“Everyone wants to see Lake Michi-
gan, of course, but there’s a lot more to 
do here, too,” said Paul Labovitz, park 
superintendent. “We are happy to lead 
people on spring wildflower tours, to 
cultural sites and can also get groups ac-
cess to the massive bird migrations.” 

Indiana Dunes has hosted senior 
groups from Chicago, athletic teams, 
tour groups from China, scouts and 
many others, Labovitz said. Old-
fashioned walking is probably the most 
popular activity in the park, and hikes 
can range from an easy 10-minute self-
guided walk to interpretive, ranger-led 
excursions as long as six hours.

“There are 15,000 acres to explore,” 

Labovitz said.  
Guided canoe trips are another 

popular option for tours, as is a new 
interpretive boat tour of the lakeshore 
that can accommodate 150 people. It is 
chartered out of nearby Michigan City, 
Indiana.

“We’re also talking to partners to 
have Great Lakes cruise ships stopping 
soon at the Port of Indiana, so we are 
putting together excursions to accom-
modate those, too,” Labovitz said. The 
National Park Service and tour op-
erators often work closely with Lorelei 
Weimer, executive director of Indiana 
Dunes Tourism, Labovitz said. 

Tours often make their first contact 
with park rangers and Indiana Dunes 
Tourism at the Dorothy Buell Memorial 
Visitor Center in Porter. Tours typically 
spend 30 to 60 minutes at the visitor 
center watching a short orientation film, 
perusing exhibits and picking up bro-
chures for other area attractions, Labo-
vitz said. There’s abundant motorcoach 
parking at this facility and elsewhere 
within the park, he said. n

Indiana Dunes National Park
219-395-1882 
nps.gov/indu

Indiana Dunes National Park protects 
biodiversity in northwest Indiana
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Michigan
Petoskey Area

Nestled along the shores of Little Traverse Bay, the Petoskey 
area’s collection of classic resort towns is always a highlight of 
northern Michigan tours.

Groups can browse dozens of locally owned shops and 
boutiques, explore historic Victorian neighborhoods, visit 
museums, tour wineries and choose from countless dining 
options.

“From the moment your group arrives in the Petoskey area, 
they’ll know they have come to someplace special,” said Peter 
Fitzsimons, executive director of the Petoskey Area Visitors 
Bureau. “The Petoskey area offers northern Michigan beauty, 
Victorian charm and a world of things to see and do. More than 
just another pretty place, it’s a Michigan treasure.”

Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau
231-348-2755
petoskeyarea.com

In Boyne City, visit 
Lavender Hill Farm, 
established in 2003. One of 
Michigan’s largest lavender 
farms, Lavender Hill Farm 
features 25 different varieties. 
Visit the gift shop and explore 
other farm activities. Group 
tours need to be scheduled. 
The farm can set up crafts, 
lunches or specific lessons 
for groups.

Lavender Hill Farm
231-582-3784
lavenderhillfarm.com

itinerary planner

Mushroom House Tours 
focus on houses created 
by architect Earl Young. 
Known as the “Master 
Builder in Stone,” Young 
designed the houses to fit 
into the landscape. He used 
indigenous materials, like 
stones he found on the Lake 
Michigan shore. Flowing lines 
and cedar shake roofs make 
many of these houses in 
Charlevoix to appear almost 
gnome-like.

Mushroom House Tours
231-547-0373
chxhistory.com

A shopping area for 
more than 100 years, the 
Gaslight Shopping District 
in downtown Petoskey is 
bursting with more than 
110 independent shops, 
boutiques, galleries and 
restaurants. Several shops 
carry carved Petoskey 
stones, which are the state 
stone of Michigan and can 
be fashioned into beautiful 
jewelry and knick-knacks.

Gaslight Shopping District
231-622-8501
petoskeydowntown.com

Kilwins Chocolate 
Kitchen in Petoskey offers 
kitchen tours. Watch as 
candies are hand-crafted and 
take in the sweet aroma of 
chocolate, fudge and fresh 
homemade waffle cones. See 
creamy Mackinac Island fudge 
being paddled the traditional 
way on marble tables. There 
are free samples at the end of 
each tour.

Kilwins Chocolate Kitchen
231-347-7112
kilwins.com

SHOPTOUR TASTEEXPLORE

Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau
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Alden B. Dow Home & Studio

michigan

missionpoint.com

The Perfect Choice for 
Groups in Michigan’s 
Must See Destination

Call Kristen Kaselitz to learn more 
about our group tour packages. 
kkaselitz@missionpoint.com

906.430.8138

2018

Groups discover where a prominent 
20th-century architect, innovator and 
philosopher lived and worked at Alden 
B. Dow Home & Studio in Midland, 
Michigan.

Imaginatively woven into the natural 
environment and surrounding pond, the 
Alden B. Dow Home & Studio prompts 
visitors to question, peek around corners 
and travel on unknown paths. 

The Home and Studio, designated 
a National Historic Landmark in 1989, 
draws guests into rooms of diverging 
angles, soaring roof lines, brilliant color, 
abundant natural light and geometric 
patterns. The integration of building and 
site truly exemplify Dow’s definition of 
organic architecture as the idea that “… 
gardens never end and buildings never 
begin.”

Designed and built between 1934–
1941, the Home and Studio challenges 
ideas of the built environment. The 
Home and Studio reflects Dow’s desire 
to redefine buildings, merging form and 
function for the ultimate experience. 

Groups are encouraged to experi-
ence, enjoy and discover an innovative 
definition of Mid-20th-Century Modern 
architecture.

Since the majority of the tour is 

inside, it is not a weather-related activity 
and is an engaging experience year-
round.  

Future bus groups should consider 
the Home and Studio as a great mid-
way point from the metro and cultural 
scenes of Detroit and Ann Arbor to 
the beautiful beach towns of Traverse 
City and Charlevoix, or the historically 
significant Mackinac Island.

“The beauty of the tour is that every-
one takes away with them a sense of Mr. 
Dow’s individual style of organic archi-
tecture and how it fits into the context 
of Mid-Century Modern architecture of 
America,” said Lisa Quinn, marketing 
and public relations director.

Traditional Home magazine rec-
ognized the Home and Studio as one 
of “The 25 Best Historic Homes in 
America.”

Advance reservations are required 
for group tours, which last about an 
hour and a half to two hours. Groups 
must have 15 people to qualify for the 
group rate. n

Alden B. Dow Home & Studio
866-315-7678
abdow.org

See best of Mid-Century Modern architecture 
at Alden B. Dow Home & Studio
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Minnesota
Eagan

Enjoy Eagan is always ready to help out with group visits.
“Whether it’s a tour group, student group or small family 

reunion, we are here to assist with getting you a great rate at 
one of our 18 hotels,” said Denise Olsen, senior tourism director 
for Explore Eagan. 

“Eagan is now also the home of the Minnesota Vikings,” 
she continued. “Viking Lakes offers the Vikings Museum, which 
is one of only four NFL team museums currently open in the 
United States. It is something very unique and a huge hit with 
groups. I love to personally meet the groups when they arrive 
here in Eagan to pass out our Eagan goodie bags to each 
person on the tour. Best part of my day!” 

Enjoy Eagan
866-324-2620
eaganmn.com

The Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum 
features 1,137 acres of natural 
areas, public gardens and 
thousands of plant labels 
designed to inspire ideas 
for visitors’ own backyards. 
See specialty gardens, 
demonstration areas and more 
than 5,000 plant species and 
varieties. Explore on foot, on 
the group’s motorcoach or on 
the Trumpet Creeper open-air 
tram.

Minnesota Landscape 
 Arboretum
612-624-2200
arb.umn.edu

itinerary planner

Head to Central Park 
Commons Located at the 
intersection of Yankee Doodle 
and Pilot Knob Road for fast-
casual dining options such 
as Punch Pizza, Café Zupas, 
Hawaii Poke Bowls, Naf Naf 
Grill, Piada Italian Street 
Food and R Taco. With over 
30 stores and restaurants, 
Central Park Commons has 
everything to meet shopping 
and lifestyle needs.

Central Park Commons
shopcentralpark
 commons.com

Twin Cities Premium 
Outlets in Eagan offers outlet 
shopping at its finest. Enjoy 
tax-free shopping on clothes 
and shoes in some of the 
world’s best brands. Shop 
more than 100 designer and 
name-brand outlet stores. 
Save even more with the VIP 
coupon voucher included in 
the Eagan goodie bag.

Twin Cities
 Premium Outlets
612-444-8850 
premiumoutlets.com/
 outlet/twin-cities

Minnesota Vikings 
Museum at Viking Lakes 
is the place to experience 
the comprehensive history 
of the Minnesota Vikings 
and football in Minnesota. 
A 360-degree video theater, 
multiple interactive exhibits 
and hundreds of historical 
artifacts relate the fascinating 
stories and insider details 
of the NFL franchise. The 
museum offers guided tours 
for groups of all sizes.

Minnesota Vikings Museum
651-452-2626
vikings.com/fans/
 vikings-museum

SHOPEAT SEEDO

Enjoy Eagan
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minnesota

Courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society

Part of the Minnesota Historical 
Society, the Jeffers Petroglyphs in south-
west Minnesota share Native American 
history with visitors.

Petroglyphs are ancient rock carv-
ings, and the Jeffers Petroglyphs are 
at a Native American site located on a 
geological feature known as Red Rock 
Ridge. This site of Sioux quartzite has 
more than 5,000 glyphs that represent 

Native Americans from most of North 
America, according to site manager Da-
vid Briese, one of two Native American 
tour guides at the site. 

Groups can participate in the daily 
45-minute tour of the rock, following a 
guide who will point out and teach visi-
tors about the visible petroglyphs.

“Depending on the weather, you’re 
going to see different petroglyphs,” Bri-

ese said. “There really isn’t a bad time to 
go unless it’s raining.”

If a group is larger than 15 par-
ticipants, it can be broken into smaller 
groups to visit stations of the site, such 
as the atlatl range, where visitors can 
learn how to throw Native American 
spears. 

There also is a barefoot walking tour 
experience where groups of up to 60 
participants can explore the rock carv-
ings informally, likely finding hundreds 
of petroglyphs. Briese said this time of 
day offers optimal sunlight for visitors 
to find the carvings themselves, though 
guides are present to assist.

Two prairie paths at the site near 
Comfrey allow visitors to view over 300 
species of plants, including the extreme-
ly rare prairie bush clover. There also is 
abundant wildlife, including at least 30 
species of birds, as well as bison rubs to 
view on the quartzite.

The site’s location is perfect for visi-
tors looking for other outdoor activities, 
as it’s near public parks, including Red 
Rock Falls County Park and Higman’s 
Dam. The latter has volleyball courts, a 
waterfall and lake access. Petroglyphs 
can be found at any of the Red Rock 
Ridge sites, though the highest concen-
tration of carvings is at the Jeffers site.

Tours at Jeffers Petroglyphs are fully 
accessible, allowing every visitor to 
experience the unique history.

“It gives you a different perspective 
of Native Americans in North America 
and what they were doing,” Briese said. 
“It’s more than the rock carvings be-
cause those rock carvings are connected 
to spiritual and scientific meanings. 
You’re not going to find another Native 
American rock carving site that has a 
tour experience we provide.” n

Jeffers Petroglyphs Historic Site
507-628-5591
mnhs.org

Jeffers Petroglyphs showcase 
Native American history
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Ohio
Bowling Green

Located along Interstate 75 in northwestern Ohio, Bowling 
Green is full of opportunities for groups.

“Think ‘Green and Garden’ in Bowling Green, Ohio,” said 
Wendy Chambers, executive director of the Bowling Green 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “You are invited to walk among 
the award-winning hosta gardens at the Simpson Garden Park, 
just one of many theme gardens. Peek inside a turbine at the 
very first wind farm in the state of Ohio. Enjoy the fruits of nature 
on one of our many offerings visiting apple, pumpkin, strawberry 
or lavender farms! Throw in dining and shopping in our vibrant 
historic downtown and your day will leave you ‘Thinking BG.’”

A variety of options exist for the Green and Garden tour 
itinerary.

Bowling Green Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-866-0046
visitbgohio.org

Arrange a guided tour of 
Bowling Green Wind Farm. 
The four turbines are 257 
feet tall and generate up to 
7.2 megawatts of power — 
enough to supply electricity 
for about 2,500 residential 
customers. Drop by the visitor 
kiosk. The wind turbines are 
designed to run when wind 
speeds range between nine 
and 56 mph.

Bowling Green Wind Farm
419-353-9446

itinerary planner

The l03-acre Wintergar-
den/St. John’s Nature Pre-
serve protects and re-creates 
several historic habitats in the 
Bowling Green area. About 2 
miles of walking trails me-
ander through the preserve. 
Choose from a variety of trail 
loops to go for a 15-minute 
walk or an hour-long hike. 
Trails begin and end at the 
Rotary Nature Center.

Wintergarden/St. John’s    
 Nature Preserve
419-353-0301 
bgohio.org

Simpson Garden 
Park is 11 acres of rolling 
gardens in the middle of an 
urban landscape. The focus 
is a display of plants that 
grow well in Bowling Green’s 
climate and various soil 
conditions and education on 
the role plants play in the 
web of life. Trails lead to a 
variety of gardens.

Simpson Garden Park
419-354-6223 
bgohio.org

Schooner Farms, 
established in 2009, 
offers several tour options. 
Schedule a farm tour with 
take-home berries or a 
plant (seasonal); a lavender 
labyrinth tour with a take-
home spray (seasonal); a 
beekeeper demonstration 
with take-home honey; or 
a make-and-take option 
with herb planting or aroma 
therapy rub.

Schooner Farms
419-261-0908
schoonerberries.com

UNWINDSTROLL VISITTOUR

Bowling Green CVB
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ohio

visitguernseycounty.com   
800.933.5480

Dickens  
Victorian Village 

Nov. 1, 2020 - Jan. 1, 2021SCOOP UP AN OHIO TRADITION
Locally made in Utica, OH since 1914.

www.velveticecream.com

VisitGahanna.comwww.fpconservatory.org

The National Veterans Memorial and 
Museum honors, connects, educates 
and inspires visitors through personal 
stories and firsthand accounts of veteran 
experiences. 

While the structure in downtown 

Columbus is an architectural wonder, 
it is the veterans telling their stories in 
their own voices through film, photos, 
letters, multimedia presentations, per-
sonal artifacts and interactive exhibits 
that make the museum the marvel it is.

The Great Hall, an open, inviting 
space with a large-scale photographic 
installation featuring images of veterans 
in military uniform and back home after 

National Veterans Memorial and Museum 
inspires courage

Continued on page 24
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ohio

LEHMANS.COM « 800.438.5346

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for all the group 
tour offerings and information. Please allow at 

least two hours for your visit.

Whether you are planning for this fall or 
holiday, or are looking forward to 2021, 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

WE MISS YOU AND CAN’T 
WAIT TO SEE YOU AGAIN

DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT

Amish Kitchen Cooking

OHIO STAR THEATER

Uplifting Entertainment

CARLISLE INNS

Peace & Comfort

Experience Amish Country
Sugarcreek • Walnut Creek • Berlin

Plan your next Amish
Country Getaway TODAY!

Group Packages 
Available 

Contact Group Sales
855-344-7547

GroupSales@DHGroup.com

CLEVELAND HISTORY CENTER
of the WESTERN RESERVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

10825 East Blvd. Cleveland OH 44106 | www.wrhs.org
Tues - Sun 10AM - 5PM @clestartshere #CLEStartsHere

Your Cleveland Experience Starts Here

service, sets up the museum experience. 
It spans more than 50,000 square feet. 

Visitors embark on a narrative jour-
ney, following exhibitions that focus on 
the people — the soldier, sailor, airman, 
Marine, Coastguardsman and their 
families — through 14 thematic alcoves. 
The alcoves range from answering the 
call to duty to life after military service. 

Visitors have opportunities to open 
footlockers to hear directly from veter-
ans about their experiences, and lift and 
touch gear, including backpacks and 
helmets, to better understand the physi-
cal rigors of service. 

The core exhibition provides a time-
line of U.S. history alongside the stories 
of 25 service members and historical 
documents.

“I am honored to stand at the helm 
of this institution, to continue to hear 
the stories not only of those displayed, 
but of visitors who have served,” said 
retired Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter, U.S. 
Army, president and CEO. 

The view of Columbus from the mu-
seum is extraordinary, particularly from 
the rooftop, said Tamara K. Brown, mar-

keting and communications manager. 
Groups may also enjoy visiting the 

2½-acre Memorial Grove, designed for 
contemplation and reflection. Anchored 
by a grove of elm trees, the space has a 
325-foot stone wall, featuring three cas-
cades of water and a reflecting pool.

“Veterans enjoy seeing themselves in 
stories shared by the National Veterans 
Memorial and Museum,” Brown said. 
“They love to talk about their experi-
ences: taking the oath, going through 
basic training, talking about their jobs 
and the places they served. ‘Connecting’ 
for them means revisiting some of the 
most memorable experiences from their 
lives in uniform.” 

The museum offers private, guided 
tours of the core exhibition and special 
exhibits.

Motorcoach parking is complimen-
tary. Veteran and active-duty military 
members receive free admission. n

National Veterans Memorial
 and Museum
614-362-2800
nationalvmm.org

National Veterans Memorial and Museum, continued

Brad Feinfnopf
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Wisconsin
Wausau

Wausau is located near the junction of Interstate 39/U.S. 
Highway 51 and State Highway 29, as well as the heart of 
Wisconsin.

“Wausau/Central Wisconsin offers the best of bigger-city 
amenities paired with small-town hospitality and charm,” 
said Carly Hanney, sales/events manager at Wausau/Central 
Wisconsin Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Our unique points 
of interest, like the 45x90 Geographical Marker and thriving 
ginseng industry, make us a must-visit destination with truly 
one-of-a-kind experiences, conveniently located as a hub for 
all corners of the state.”

The 45x90 Geographical Marker is halfway between the 
equator and the North Pole and halfway between the Greenwich 
meridian and the International Date Line.

Wausau/Central Wisconsin Convention & Visitors Bureau
888-948-4748
visitwausau.com

Head to Willow Springs 
Garden Cheese Tours. Group 
members will make their own 
cheese, butter and ice cream. 
Then let the staff use those 
homemade ingredients to 
prepare lunch while the group 
learns about the history of 
one of the last remaining 
round barns in the state.

Willow Springs Garden
715-675-1171
willowspringsgarden.com

itinerary planner

Hsu’s Ginseng 
Enterprises, Inc., shares 
its operations with groups 
— from seed to root harvest, 
including a stop at the 
cultivated ginseng gardens. 
See the processing and 
packaging of ginseng 
products. Learn about Hsu’s 
Ginseng and the ginseng 
industry and visit the store. 
Tours operate May through 
September.

Hsu’s Ginseng
 Enterprises, Inc.
800-826-1577 
hsuginseng.com

The best way to put a 
visit to the Wausau area 
in context is to start at the 
Woodson History Center 
and learn what the city and 
its neighboring communities 
were founded upon. Paired 
with a tour of the beautiful 
and historic Yawkey House 
Museum, groups will feel the 
richness of Wausau’s history. 

Marathon County
 Historical Society
715-842-5750
marathoncountyhistory.org

Not only does Motorama 
in Aniwa offer a large 
collection of unique and 
vintage automobiles, 
including over 50 Alfa 
Romeos, it also boasts 
an owner whose depth of 
knowledge about each car in 
his collection seems almost 
limitless. Motorama is open 
from May through October. 
Guided tours must be set up 
in advance.

Motorama
715-449-2141
alfaheaven.com

DISCOVERTOUR SEEDO

Wausau/Central Wisconsin CVB

Brad Feinfnopf
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wisconsin

The Shrine of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe is nestled into more than 120 pri-
vate acres of woodland in La Crosse. The 
shrine includes a neoclassical church, 
candle chapel, welcome center, cafe and 
gift shop with many outdoor devo-
tional areas and flower gardens spread 
throughout the grounds.

“Some of the most common words 
our visitors use to describe their 
experience at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe are beautiful, peaceful, 
spiritual, reverent, solemn, serene and 
inspirational,” said Steve Doll, pilgrim-
age manager. “Groups often express 
their enjoyment of the shrine’s sacred 
architecture, beautiful grounds, peaceful 
walking trails, luscious flowers, tasteful 
gift shop and delicious meals provided 
by our full-service cafe.”

Visitors may take a self-guided tour 
of the grounds at any time during nor-
mal business hours, which are 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the winter and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the summer. The staff offers a daily 
guided tour as well as guided tours for 
organized groups.

The shrine offers a daily devotional 
schedule including Holy Mass, holy 
hour and a guided tour. 

A 25-minute orientation video is 
popular with groups and can be watched 
at the shrine or on the motorcoach. The 
guided tours cover all of the sacred art 

and architecture in the Shrine Church, 
stories of the saints and the history on 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and her appari-
tion in Mexico in 1531, Doll said.

“The Shrine of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe is often referred to as, ‘a slice 
of heaven in the Midwest,’” Doll said. 
“There is never a cost to visit, the shrine 
offers ample bus parking and there are 
many other unique things to do in the 
La Crosse area.”

Often, groups will combine a shrine 
visit with a Mississippi River paddle 
boat cruise or a nearby winery. Some-
times, they take a tour down a country 
road in Amish country.

The shrine is fully handicapped ac-
cessible and can provide golf cart trans-
portation for groups on the grounds. 
Most groups allot two to four hours for 
a shrine visit, depending on the group’s 
selected itinerary.

“Ultimately, the shrine hopes that all 
of our visitors leave spiritually enriched, 
especially those who suffer poverty in 
body and soul,” Doll said.

The shrine partners with the other 
two approved Marian shrines in Wis-
consin, Our Lady of Good Help near 

Green Bay and Holy Hill near Milwau-
kee. Group tours come annually from 
as far as Massachusetts, Alaska and 
Texas to visit the three Marian shrines of 
Wisconsin. n

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
877-799-4059
guadalupeshrine.org

Find tranquility at Shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Kim Ambrose
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Fox Cities

By David Hoekman

Experience
Wisconsin’s
heartland

hink of the Fox Cities as a 
string of beautiful pearls.

The 19 communities artfully 
complement the Fox River and Lake 
Winnebago in east central Wisconsin. 
Groups touring this area, also known as 
Greater Appleton, have the opportunity 
to experience the area and Fox Cities 
Originals: unique activities, attractions, 
eateries and shops. 

America’s Dairyland
At Simon’s Specialty Cheese in 

Appleton they say there’s no cheese 

like Wisconsin cheese … and there’s no 
Wisconsin cheese like Simon’s.

The store carries the full range of 
the company’s award-winning cheddar, 
feta, mozzarella and provolone — plus 
its signature fresh squeaky cheese 
curds. Cheese is supplied from 
the company’s Wisconsin plants in 
Appleton, Luxemburg and Weyauwega. 
Also for sale are 100 varieties of 
cheese from other Wisconsin producers 
along with food and Wisconsin-themed 
gift items.

David Sohrweide, store manager, 

can set up a cheese tasting with a 
Wisconsin Master Cheesemaker, such 
as Terry Lensmire, who has earned 
certification for four cheeses. 

The master cheesemaker program 
is a very serious thing in Wisconsin. 
The three-year process includes 
taking a variety of classes, submitting 
samples and taking tests. Only certified 
cheesemakers with at least 10 years of 
experience are eligible to apply.

“It’s done to foster cheesemakers 
and to help us get better at our craft,” 
Lensmire said.

T

Fox Cities CVB

Downtown Appleton and Fox River
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Art all around
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of 

Glass is located in a Tudor mansion 
in Neenah that overlooks Lake 
Winnebago. The museum’s collection 
began with 652 paperweights — mostly 
antique — bequeathed by Evangeline 
Bergstrom in 1958. Now the collection 
is at 5,000 pieces and most are 
displayed. 

“They’re beautiful, fantastic things,” 
said Diane Jones, a docent. “The 
question I’m asked the most is, ‘How 
did they do that?’”

Germanic, contemporary and art 
glass are also on view.

It’s possible for a group to arrange 
a hands-on glass art project in the 
museum’s glass studio. 

The Fox Cities Performing Arts 
Center in downtown Appleton is known 
as the place “Where the Arts Come 
Alive.” A variety of theatrical and 
musical performances are presented 
throughout the year.

In the summer, arrange a group 
outing at a Wisconsin Timber Rattlers 
baseball game at Neuroscience Group 
Field at Fox Cities Stadium in Appleton. 
The team is the Class A minor league 
affiliate of the Milwaukee Brewers. Be 
on the lookout for flying brats right after 
the fourth inning. This only-in-Wisconsin 
moment occurs when the BratZooka 
launches brats into the crowd. 

Historic Fox Cities
The Paper Discovery Center, in a 

former paper mill on the edge of the 
Fox River, presents the history of the 
core industry in the Fox Cities, formerly 
known as the Paper Valley.

“It takes an awful lot of water to 
make a sheet of paper,” explained Mike 
Breza, lead educator.

Group members can participate in a 
40-minute guided papermaking activity, 
resulting in a sheet of handmade paper.

“We make the art and science of 
papermaking fun,” said Maria Costello, 
executive director at the Appleton 
center.

The “AKA Houdini” exhibit at History 
Museum at the Castle in Appleton 
allows visitors to experience some of 
the magician’s famous tricks through 
hands-on activities. Houdini lived in 
Appleton for four years as a child.

Museum step-on guides will point 
out historic sites and explain how local 
and national histories intersect on 

Appleton streets.
Hearthstone Historic House 

Museum in Appleton was the first 
private residence in the world to be 
illuminated using hydroelectricity from 
a central Edison system. That was 
in 1882, and the Queen Anne-style 
house still contains — and uses — the 
original Edison electroliers and original 
light switches. 

When requested in advance, 
Hearthstone will tailor the tour for any 
specific topic related to the group’s 
interest such as Edison, electricity, 
history or architecture. n 

Fox Cities Convention
 & Visitors Bureau
920-734-3358
foxcities.org

Hearthstone Historic House Museum, Appleton

Wisconsin Timber Rattlers baseball game, Appleton

Terry Lensmire, Wisconsin Master Cheese-
maker, Simon’s Specialty Cheese, Appleton

Paperweights, Bergstrom-Mahler 
Museum of Glass, Neenah

Clockwise from top: Fox Cities CVB (2), GTM/David Hoekman (2)
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Amid the national shutdown due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Milwaukee 
Food & City Tours, a family-owned 
and -operated tour company based in 
Milwaukee, faced a 100-percent loss of 
revenue. 

In the week following the state of 
Wisconsin’s shutdown, Theresa Nemetz, 
owner and chief experience officer, knew 
her business required an immediate 
pivot in business operations to not only 
sustain payroll, but also continue sup-
port for the small local businesses her 
tours feature on a daily basis. 

Initially launched as Quarantine Care 
Kits and Shelter-in-Style Kits featuring 
hyper-local food and virtual tour experi-
ences for Milwaukeeans, offerings have 
now scaled to include nationwide ship-
ment of care and celebration packages 
including “Bakery Bus in a Box” featur-
ing ethnic bakeries and “Quarantine 
Birthday in a Box” featuring everything 
needed for an at-home celebration.

“Although we can’t get out to lead 
tours that allow participants to enjoy 
all our city and the world has to offer, 
we want to bring a taste of what people 
experience on our tours to the doorsteps 
of recipients nationwide,” Nemetz said. 
“Our Quarantine Care Kits offer every-
thing needed for a celebration while 
families remain safer at home.”

Within three weeks of the launch 
of care package distribution, Milwau-
kee Food and City Tours has infused 

$60,000 back to 
small businesses 
as a direct result 
of orders placed 
online.

“At the root of 
our company, we 
have the desire to 
support as many 
small businesses 
as possible,” 
Nemetz said. “We 
quickly worked 
with 15 to 20 
food entrepre-
neurs to source 
components to include in care packages 
that we deliver safely to the doorsteps 
of recipients. Despite the temporary 
collapse of the travel industry, it has 
been an incredible experience to know 
that we are able to not only financially 

support these businesses, but also our 
employees and their families.” n

Milwaukee Food & City Tours
milwaukeefoodtours.com
milwaukeecitytours.com

Milwaukee Food & City Tours pivots

All �is and More...
Racine County, Wisconsin, 
located on beautiful Lake 
Michigan, o�ers cultural, 
historical and entertaining 
attractions for your group 
tour.

Contact Eileen Arnold at 
Real Racine, 262-884-6407. 
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Plan your next tour in Milwaukee 
at visitmilwaukee.org/groups
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Connecticut
Hartford

Hartford is located in the center of Connecticut, where 
Interstate 84 and Interstate 91 meet.

“Connecticut’s capital city is home to some of the most 
renowned arts, cultural and tourism attractions in the state and 
the country,” said Randy Fiveash, director of the Connecticut 
Office of Tourism. “Deeply rooted in history, Hartford is also 
looking to the future. It’s experiencing a renaissance — new 
ideas and developments that are bringing even more vibrancy 
to the shopping, dining and entertainment areas downtown 
and along the riverfront. These attractions and events, old and 
new, present a variety of activities and experiences for all types 
of visitors, from literature lovers and sports fans to craft beer 
aficionados and outdoor enthusiasts.”

Connecticut Office of Tourism
888-288-4748
ctvisit.com

Wadsworth Atheneum 
Museum of Art is the oldest 
continuously operating public 
art museum in the United 
States. The Wadsworth, 
founded in 1842, has a 
collection of nearly 50,000 
works of art, spanning 5,000 
years. Its five connected 
buildings represent several 
architectural styles, including 
Gothic Revival and 1960s 
Brutalism.

Wadsworth Atheneum 
 Museum of Art
860-838-4046
thewadsworth.org/visit/
 group-tours

itinerary planner

Head to The Mark 
Twain House & Museum. 
The house is the 25-room 
Victorian home where author 
Samuel Clemens, aka Mark 
Twain, lived with his family 
from 1874 to 1891 and wrote 
his greatest works, including 
The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer and Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn. The house 
is shown by guided tour; the 
museum is self-guided.

The Mark Twain House
 & Museum
860-280-3130
marktwainhouse.org/visit/
 group-visits

Directly across the lawn 
from the Mark Twain House is 
the Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Center. Tour the preserved 
Victorian Gothic cottage 
where author Harriet Beecher 
Stowe lived for 23 years. 
Hear about the impact of 
her anti-slavery novel, Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. Discuss social 
issues of the 19th century 
and today.

Harriet Beecher
 Stowe Center
860-522-9258
harrietbeecherstowe
 center.org/visit/
 the-stowe-center

Located on the Hartford/
West Hartford line, Elizabeth 
Park is home to a variety of 
gardens, including the first 
municipal rose garden in the 
United States and the third-
largest rose garden in the 
country today. Roses peak in 
late June. The park opened in 
1897. Private group tours are 
available for a fee.

Elizabeth Park
860-231-9443
elizabethparkct.org/
 visit/tours

EXPLORETOUR STROLLSEE

Courtesy Connecticut Office of Tourism
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Enjoy a two-hour Long Island Sound 
cruise aboard the comfortable, high-
speed Sea Jet or the Cecelia Ann. 

The catamaran-style ships depart 
from the ferry docks at 2 Perry St. in 
New London. Cecelia Ann has two 
climate-controlled interior passenger 
cabins, while Sea Jet is equipped with 
modern airline-style seating on two en-
closed air-conditioned passenger decks.

Cross Sound Cruises offers three dif-
ferent excursions that provide views of 
up to nine lighthouses, historical forts, 
and sights and mansions along the New 
York, Rhode Island and Connecticut 
shores. These cruises are narrated by 
local experts and historians who share 
tales of shipwrecks, hauntings and light-
house history.

“Once, the lighthouses that dot the 
southern New England coast warned 
travelers to steer clear,” said Stan Mickus 
of Cross Sound Cruises. “Today, awash in 
the charm of yesteryear, these beautiful 
old structures lure visitors towards them.”

The catamarans give passengers pan-
oramic views from inside as well as from 
outdoor viewing decks. Both vessels 
offer snacks, beverages and gift shops.

Expert narrators provide entertain-
ment and insight about the lighthouses 
and two historic forts — Griswold 
and Trumbull — in what was once the 
third-busiest whaling port in the world. 
The ride includes the historic water-
front along the route as well as the U.S. Naval Submarine Base and a stop at Bug 

Island, which is the pride of East End 
Seaport Museum.

Parking is available on-site for 
motorcoaches. The dock and terminal in 
New London are just minutes away from 
other popular attractions such as Mystic 
Seaport, Mystic Aquarium, Olde Mistick 
Village and the Essex Steam Train. 

On Long Island, the terminal at Ori-
ent Point is in the heart of Long Island 
Wine Country and near the seacoast vil-
lage of Greenport. Ferry service is also 
provided to both Block Island and Long 
Island, Mickus explained.

Tour groups are given a special 

discounted rate. Booklets are provided 
to the group tour leader in advance to 
highlight what passengers will see on 
the trip.

“We certainly hope each group will 
come away from the trip thoroughly 
entertained by the breathtaking sights 
and narrative of our coastal region and 
its rich history,” Mickus said.

Reservations are strongly recom-
mended. n

Cross Sound Cruises/
 Light House Cruises
860-444-4620
lighthouse.cruises

Cross Sound Cruises reveals lights, sights

Cross Sound Cruises
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Delaware
Newark, Wilmington, Rehoboth Beach and Lewes

Shopping is an itinerary staple.
And shopping smart is even better.
Imagine spending the day grabbing deals on name-brand 

clothes and designer accessories — and then discovering at the 
check-out counter that no sales tax is being charged today. 

That’s the Delaware shopping experience every day of the 
year — great selection, great prices and no state surcharge at 
the register.

Whether a group member is buying a new pair of shoes, 
purchasing antique jewelry or getting a new iPhone, everything 
is tax-free.

Here are some shopping possibilities in The First State.

Delaware Tourism Office
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com/groups

Christiana Mall is 
located off Interstate 95 in 
Newark. Shoppers can enjoy 
shopping tax-free at 140 stores 
including Apple, Microsoft, 
Nordstrom, Cabela’s and 
Michael Kors. The mall offers 
travel professionals a variety of 
customized tourism programs, 
discounts and support services 
designed to enhance group 
packages, including group 
dining options.

Christiana Mall
302-731-9815
christianamall.com

itinerary planner

Concord Mall, located 
just north of Wilmington, 
draws shoppers from the 
three surrounding states due 
to Delaware’s tax-free status. 
With over 90 stores and 
services, the features Macy’s, 
Macy’s Home Furnishings 
store, Boscov’s, Best Buy, 
Barnes & Noble and Ulta 
Salon. Special events are 
held throughout the year.

Concord Mall 
302-478-9271
concordmall.com

Groups will discover 
the mile of style at the 
TangerOutlets in Rehoboth 
Beach. Take advantage of 
Delaware’s tax-free shopping 
and outlet prices. Operators 
can reserve a shopping tour 
for a group at TangerOutlets. 
With a 24-hour advance 
reservation, the group 
members will receive meet 
and greet services and 
complimentary coupon books.

TangerOutlets
 /Rehoboth Beach
302-226-9223
tangeroutlet.com/rehoboth

In Lewes, located where 
Delaware Bay and the Atlantic 
Ocean meet, shoppers will 
find a variety of retail shops. 
Browse in clothing stores, 
gift shops and specialty 
stores. Antique shops carry 
ever-changing merchandise 
gleaned from attics, estates 
and auctions in the area and 
beyond. Local artists offer their 
works in several gallery shops. 

Delaware Tourism Office
302-672-6834
visitdelaware.com/groups

SHOP ENJOY DISCOVER EXPLORE

Clockwise from top: VisitDelaware.com (3), Concord Mall, VisitDelaware.com



34 June 2020

delaware

C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.C a s t l e s  d o  ex i s t  b ey o n d  f a i r y  t a l e s.
Plan your next group tour and earn prizes with the Delaware Motorcoach Rewards Program! 

To learn more contact, Tina.Madanat@delaware.gov. 

Zwaanendael Museum in Lewes 
commemorates Delaware’s first Euro-
pean colony.

The Dutch established that colony, 
called Swanendael, in 1631.

A distinctive building and interesting 
exhibits draw groups to the museum, 
part of the Delaware Historical & Cul-
tural Affairs agency.

“The museum is patterned after the 
town hall in Hoorn in the Netherlands, 
so the building itself is quite unique,” 
said Bridget Warner, site supervisor. “We 
have artifacts from the HMS DeBraak, 
a British Royal Navy vessel that sunk off 
the coast in 1798. The exhibit provides 
a very in-depth look at the life aboard a 
Royal Navy vessel.”

Also displayed are artifacts from a 
merchant ship that wrecked off Roos-

evelt Inlet around 1774. 
Dutch “Delft” pottery items are dis-

played and, currently, there is a railroad 
exhibit, “Delaware Railroads, Elegant 
Travel and Timely Transport.” 

Planned and created by the Dela-
ware Division of Historical and Cultural 
Affairs, the exhibit uses photographs, 
posters, tickets, timetables, maps and 
historical objects from the collections of 
the State of Delaware to tell the history 
of rail travel and transport in the First 
State. 

In particular, the exhibit explores 
four railroads that were historically 
important in Delaware: The New Castle 
and Frenchtown Railroad (1832), the 
Delaware Railroad (1852), the Junction 
and Breakwater Railroad (1857) and the 
Queen Anne’s Railroad (1896).

“The build-
ing is usually 
what first attracts 
visitors, but then 
I believe our 
knowledgeable 
and friendly 
interpreters help 
to round out the 
overall experience 
of their visit,” 
Warner said.  

The museum 
can tailor tours 
to groups, or 
tours can be self-

guided. 
Warner said the museum is in the 

heart of Lewes and within walking dis-
tance to restaurants and shopping.

Zwaanendael Museum was built in 
1931 to commemorate the 300th an-
niversary of Swanendael. Designed by E. 
William Martin, it is modeled after the 
town hall in Hoorn, the Netherlands, 
and features a stepped facade gable with 
carved stonework and decorated shut-
ters. n

Zwaanendael Museum
302-645-1148
history.delaware.gov/zm_main

Zwaanendael Museum showcases Lewes heritage

Zwaanendael Museum
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Massachusetts
Lexington

Lexington is known as the birthplace of American liberty.
On the morning of April 19, 1775, what many historians 

regard as the first battle of the American Revolutionary War was 
fought at Lexington.

In this first skirmish 77 Lexington militia faced about 700 
British Regulars.

The Lexington Minuteman is a life-size bronze figure of 
a colonial farmer with a musket. Boston sculptor Henry H. 
Kitson sculpted the figure, which was unveiled on the 125th 
anniversary of the battle in 1900. The statue stands at the 
southeast corner of the Lexington Battle Green, facing the route 
of the British advance.

The town is preparing for the 250th anniversary of the Battle 
of Lexington in 2025.

Lexington Visitors Center
781-862-1450
tourlexington.us

Buckman Tavern is 
operated by the Lexington 
Historical Society. Captain 
John Parker and his militia 
gathered in the tavern in 
the early morning hours 
of April 19, 1775, to await 
the oncoming British 
troops. Group visits can be 
customized. Find gifts and 
souvenirs in the Buckman 
Tavern Museum Shop.

Lexington Historical 
 Society
781-862-3763
lexingtonhistory.org/
 historic-sites.html

itinerary planner

The Liberty Ride Trolley 
Tour takes passengers along 
the historic Battle Road while 
a costumed guide recounts 
the events of April 19, 1775, 
and the literary legacy that 
defined American identity 
and culture. The 90-minute 
tour operates seasonally April 
through October. Charter 
tours and step-on guides are 
available year-round. 

Liberty Ride Trolley Tour
781-862-1450
tourlexington.us

Costumed Battle Green 
guides are available to 
answer questions and give 
a brief overview of the 
events that took place on the 
Lexington Battle Green on 
April 19, 1775. Travel back in 
time and relive history as the 
guide relates the beginning of 
the Revolutionary War. Private 
45-minute tours are available.

Lexington Visitors Center
781-862-1450
tourlexington.us

Munroe Tavern, built in 
1735, was taken over and 
used by British troops as a 
headquarters and hospital on 
their retreat back to Boston 
on the afternoon of April 19, 
1775. Fourteen years later 
President George Washington 
dined at the tavern when 
he visited the Lexington 
battlefield.

Lexington Historical 
 Society
781-862-3763
lexingtonhistory.org/
 historic-sites.html

STROLLRIDE SEETOUR

Clockwise from top: Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism, Karen Mayhall, Kenneth C. Zirkel, Lexington Visitors Center, Karen Mayhall
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sept 16–may 1
800-933-4255 · bso.org
groupsales@bso.org

Enjoy a season of celebrating 
Beethoven’s 250th birthday, 
the Tanglewood Festival 
Chorus’ 50th Anniversary, 
three multi-media programs, 
and Shostakovich’s Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk!

season sponsor

When the time is right, our
groups will welcome yours.

MASSACHUSETTS

Photo: Whale Breaching © Cape Ann Whale Watch

Plan your visit with a
free Destination Guide.
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Groups are able to take a trip 
through centuries of history in the Berk-
shires region of western Massachusetts.

Glimpse Berkshire life in the 18th 
century on The Heritage Trail with 
tours of eight historic homes scattered 
throughout the region. 

Experience the opulence of the 
Gilded Age at Naumkeag in Stockbridge 
and Ventfort Hall Mansion and Gilded 
Age Museum in Lenox. 

See fantastic examples of Bauhaus 
style at Frelinghuysen Morris House & 
Studio in Stockbridge or Field Farm in 

Williamstown. 
Learn more about civil rights activ-

ist and Great Barrington’s native son, 
W.E.B. DuBois, with a visit to the site of 
his childhood home. 

Step back in time with costumed 
reenactors at Historic Deerfield in 
Deerfield and Hancock Shaker Village in 
Pittsfield.

No visit to the Berkshires is complete 
without taking time to experience its 
natural beauty. Unload the coach and 
enjoy a walk or trailside concert at Mass 
Audubon’s Pleasant Valley Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Lenox. Stroll the topiary 
collection at Berkshire Botanical Garden 
in Stockbridge. Visit properties stew-
arded by The Trustees of Reservations 
for guided nature hikes. n

1Berkshire
berkshires.org

Encounter Berkshires heritage and history
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New Jersey
Ocean Grove, Ocean City and Newark 

Head to New Jersey to explore the United States’ religious 
traditions, discover the peaceful beauty of the Atlantic shore and 
enjoy some old-fashioned fun on a family-friendly boardwalk.

New Jersey offers recreational, historical and cultural 
activities that will be the highlight of faith-based tours. Plan 
the tour with New Jersey as a stand-alone destination or use 
the resources of the New Jersey Division of Travel & Tourism 
to supplement New York City; Philadelphia and Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; and Washington, D.C., packaged tours.

Liberty State Park in Jersey City features a historic railroad 
station, Hudson River and Manhattan views and the 9/11 
Empty Sky Memorial. It also offers private motorcoaches an 
ideal departure location for ferry trips to the Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island.

New Jersey Division of Travel & Tourism
609-292-4239
visitnj.org

Be inspired by Ocean 
Grove’s history as a religious 
camp meeting association 
and visit its Tabernacle, Tent 
City and Great Auditorium 
with its majestic pipe organ, 
one of the 20 largest in the 
world. Plan a walking tour to 
view Victorian architecture 
and learn more about this 
National Historic Landmark.

Historical Society
 of Ocean Grove
732-774-1869
oceangrovehistory.org/
 tours-presentations

itinerary planner

See why Ocean City has 
won “Best Beach” and “Best 
Boardwalk” awards. This 
“dry” seaside town features 8 
miles of beach and 2½ miles 
of boardwalk with a full eight 
blocks of family amusements. 
The Music Pier is home of the 
Ocean City Pops. Downtown, 
over 100 unique shops, 
restaurants and galleries that 
are open year-round.

Ocean City Chamber
 of Commerce
609-399-1412
oceancityvacation.com

New Jersey’s 11 public 
lighthouses have been 
beacons of hope and safety 
for over a century. Check 
out Sandy Hook, the oldest 
operating lighthouse in the 
nation, or climb the 199 steps 
of the Cape May Lighthouse 
for an amazing view. The 
Absecon Lighthouse, above, 
is one of Atlantic City’s most 
popular attractions.

Lighthouses in New Jersey
visitnj.org/lighthouses

Cathedral Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart in Newark 
stands as a splendid example 
of French Gothic architecture. 
The cornerstone of the 
building was laid in 1899 and 
it was dedicated in 1954. 
The cathedral offers free 
Wednesday noon concerts 
featuring the great Schantz 
organ, followed by a tour of 
the cathedral.

Cathedral Basilic
  of the Sacred Heart
973-484-4600
newarkbasilica.org

VIEWSTROLL TOURUNWIND

Clockwise from top: iStock, Jim Henderson, iStock, Ocean City Chamber of Commerce, Wikimedia Commons
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Based in Milford, Delaware River 
Tubing provides aquatic adventures on 
tubes, rafts, canoes and kayaks.

“Groups will experience a beauti-
ful scenic float down the historic best 
stretch of the river,” said Greg Crance, 
CEO. “They love the all-inclusive ad-

venture, including a free barbecue lunch 
at the midway point at our very own 
private island with picnic tables in the 
water.”

A large, easily accessible parking lot 
offers free parking and can accommo-
date multiple motorcoaches. 

The check-in process for groups is 
fast and easy.

“We cater to many groups, camps, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, special di-
etary needs and kosher Jewish groups,” 
Crance said. “We respect their wishes 
and can provide only female staff or only 
male staff, depending on their group. We 
also deal with charter buses and school 
buses or large vans.”

Many operators and group lead-
ers appreciate Delaware River Tubing 
including a lunch, as it eliminates their 
need to deal with a meal. 

“We are incredibly affordable and 
very inexpensive,” Crance said. “Some 
groups with dietary concerns want to 
pass on the lunch, so we do discount 
since they don’t want the meal even 
though it’s technically free. We try and 
accommodate everyone.”

The company invented a custom 

“stay-together strap,” which keep the 
kids safely connected together while on 
the river. 

Trips vary based on the group’s 
schedule and can last from one to five 
hours. 

One- and two-hour trips do not 
include lunch because they don’t pass 
the company’s island. The three- to four-
hour trips are the most popular.

“We will bring a group’s private food 
to our island if they don’t want our meal 
or want to bring their own kosher or 
diet food so the kids can still enjoy the 
island stop,” he said. “Their food will be 
waiting there when they float in.”

Crance said the company is always 
rated in the top five summer activities 
for all groups. 

“We have won the New Jersey gov-
ernor’s tourism award three times,” he 
said. “And we have been rated a top five 
outside adventure experience in the state 
by the New Jersey Division of Travel and 
Tourism.” n

Delaware River Tubing
908-996-5386
delawarerivertubing.com

Float away with Delaware River Tubing

Delaware River Tubing
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REDISCOVER ATLANTIC CITY

The Story Continues
Entertainment and excitement await in Atlantic City, including 

our world-famous Boardwalk, the ultimate in tax-free shopping, 

award-winning dining, live entertainment, and great attractions, like the 

Absecon Lighthouse, the tallest lighthouse in New Jersey. Experience 

an exciting getaway and create a lifetime of memories in Atlantic City.
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New York
Syracuse 

The central New York city of Syracuse welcomes groups with 
plenty of activities and attractions.

Explore the area’s rich history, take in arts and culture at 
numerous museums or visit Syracuse University.

“We are proud to welcome tour groups to Syracuse — right 
in the heart of New York state,” said Mary Moore, tour and 
travel sales manager at Visit Syracuse. “Many tour groups 
choose Syracuse as a stopover because of our location at the 
crossroads of I-90 and I-81. Syracuse is the perfect destination 
to enjoy an array of activities and attractions from exploring 
a unique blend of local history and culture to discovering 
outdoor adventure in a variety of landscapes, all while being 
surrounded by the gaming and winery opportunities that the 
Finger Lakes region offers.”

Visit Syracuse
315-470-1966
visitsyracuse.com

Camillus Erie Canal 
Park offers boat rides along 
the historic Erie Canal over 
the only restored navigable 
aqueduct in the state. There 
are over 13 miles of scenic 
wooded paths and walkways 
for hiking and biking, Sims’ 
Store Museum and the steam 
engine exhibit. Canal boat 
tours typically run from May 
to Columbus Day weekend.

Camillus Erie Canal Park
315-488-3409
eriecanalcamillus.com

itinerary planner

Destiny USA is New 
York’s largest fully enclosed 
shopping, dining, outlet and 
entertainment destination. 
Destiny USA provides special 
incentives for group tours that 
register in advance, such as 
gift cards and motorcoach 
lounge access for the 
motorcoach driver and tour 
guides/escorts, and special 
offers and discounts for all 
passengers.

Destiny USA
315-466-6000, ext. 6635
destinyusa.com

Visit the Greek Revival 
home of Fayetteville’s famous 
suffragist, Matilda Joslyn 
Gage. The Gage Home is 
the only Onondaga County 
home open to the public that 
was offered as a station on 
the Underground Railroad. In 
1882, L. Frank Baum, author 
of The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz, married Gage’s youngest 
daughter, Maud, in the house. 

Matilda Joslyn Gage House
315-637-9511
matildajoslyngage.org

Head to Beak & Skiff 
Apple Orchards in Lafayette 
for a tasting. The family 
owned business has been 
growing apples since 1911. 
The Apple Hill Campus is 
home to the 1911 Tasting 
Room, where guests enjoy 
tastings of apple wines, 
ciders and spirits as well as 
treats from the bakery and 
cafe.

Beak & Skiff
 Apple Orchards
315-696-6085
beakandskiff.com

TOURENJOY TASTECRUISE

Clockwise from top: Visit Syracuse-Wainwright Photography (2),  Matilda Joslyn Gage Center, Visit Syracuse-Wainwright Photography, Lock 52 Historical Society
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This year Buffalo and Erie County 
Botanical Gardens celebrates 120 years 
of educating and engaging audiences.

The conservatory in South Park 
opened in 1900. Lord & Burnham, 
premier U.S. designers of Victorian 
glass houses at the time, designed the 
structure. Although the conservatory 
was based on the famous Crystal Palace 
in England, the Buffalo structure is dif-
ferent and unique.

Twelve tropical greenhouses full 
of plants from all over the world are 
displayed to inspire creativity, incite 
imaginations and develop an apprecia-
tion of the natural world. 

Visitors are able to escape to the trop-
ics year-round while marveling at the 
history and architecture of the historic 
site, said Erin Grajek, vice president.

Groups have the option of learning 
more about the gardens by reserving 
a guided tour at least three weeks in 
advance with a minimum of 10 partici-
pants. Or they can enhance a visit by 
borrowing a free audio tour device.

“People really enjoy visiting on a 
rainy or cold day — it helps them ‘get 
away’ from the Buffalo weather,” Grajek 
said. “They love when our special exhib-
its are on display with so many poinset-
tias during the holiday season, or the 
smells of so many bulbs in spring and 
we just can’t wait to get growing again. 
Visitors also love learning about our 
celebrity plants; Morty, Fester and Mor-
ticia, the corpse flowers, which rotate on 
display when they are in leaf, flower or 
off display when in dormancy.”

A visit to the gardens is enhanced 
by a one-hour tour through the indoor 
space with a knowledgeable tour guide 
docent who will go over the highlights, 
share stories and anecdotes and be able 
to answer questions from group mem-
bers. “You might get to see things on a 
guided tour you’d otherwise not notice,” 
Grajek said.

Grajek noted the gardens offer lots 
to do and see through all the seasons of 
the year. 

“We hope groups gain a love and 
appreciation of how cool plants are, as 
well as a sense of pride for having such a 
unique gem in our own backyard,” Gra-
jek said. “I hope people want to come 
back and see how different the place 

looks season to season.” n
 

Buffalo and Erie County 
 Botanical Gardens
716-827-1584, ext. 730
buffalogardens.com

Buffalo Botanical Gardens turns 120

Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens
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Pennsylvania
Lackawanna County

Lackawanna County is set in northeastern Pennsylvania.
“Discover a winter wonderland at Montage Mountain Resorts, 

where you can ski, snowboard and snow tube, before warming 
up next to the fire with a hot chocolate or glass of wine,” said 
Alexa Peregrim, sales manager at Lackawanna County Visitors 
Bureau. “Spring offers numerous outdoor attractions including 
hiking, biking, and fishing, or you can watch the fish inside at 
the Electric City Aquarium & Reptile Den. You’ll be summer lovin’ 
Live Nation’s great concert lineup at The Pavilion at Montage 
Mountain, home of Camp Bisco & The Peach Music Festival. 
Finally, you will fall head over heels for our autumn adventures — 
maybe even pick your perfect pumpkin at Roba Family Farms. 
Whenever you visit Lackawanna County, you will enjoy the unique 
combination of big-city attractions and country charms.”

Lackawanna County Visitors Bureau
570-468-8625
visitnepa.org

Steamtown National 
Historic Site in downtown 
Scranton preserves a special 
era in America’s industrial 
history. See the giant steam 
locomotives and turntable. 
Listen to the true stories of 
those who rode, worked 
on and built the machines. 
Steamtown offers excursions 
of various lengths and 
seasonal rides like their 
Fall Foliage Excursion and 
Holiday Express.

Steamtown National 
 Historic Site
570-340-5200
nps.gov/stea

itinerary planner

The Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre RailRiders are the 
Triple-A minor league affiliate 
of the New York Yankees 
baseball team. From April to 
September, the RailRiders 
play home games at PNC 
Field in Moosic. Group seats 
come with a group welcome 
and a first-pitch opportunity 
for a group member. On 
select Saturdays, ride an 
antique trolley to the game.

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
 RailRiders
570-969-2255
swbrailriders.com

Explore 300 feet beneath 
the earth’s surface with the 
Lackawanna Coal Mine 
Tour in Scranton. A guide 
leads visitors through the 
dark, winding gangways 
and rock tunnels of a real 
anthracite coal mine. Mining 
history comes alive on the 
tour.

Lackawanna Coal
 Mine Tour
570-963-6463
lackawannacounty.org/
 index.php/attractions/
 coal-mine

Nay Aug Park is 
Scranton’s largest park. 
Walking paths and hiking 
trails, playgrounds, picnic 
areas and the Everhart 
Museum are located in the 
park. A rock-strewn gorge 
and waterfall add to the 
allure. The park’s David 
Wenzel Treehouse is the first 
of its kind in Pennsylvania 
and opened in 2007. It 
overlooks the gorge, rising 
150 feet above.

Nay Aug Park
570-348-4186
scrantonpa.gov/
 nayaug_ park.html

TOURCHEER DISCOVEREXPLORE

Clockwise from top: Lackawanna County Visitors Bureau/IG @happilyeverchelsea, Lackawanna County Visitors Bureau (3), NPS Photo/Tim O’Malley
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We also shine a light on the why.

To learn more, call 215.309.0316 or visit 
faithandliberty.org/grouptours.

Handheld lamp guests receive 
to interact with immersive 
American history exhibits, 
giving visitors an experience 
that’s informed, inspired and 
personalized like never before.
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Book Now | 215-684-7863

Once the world’s most famous prisons, 
Eastern State Penitentiary stands today 
in ruin. Crumbling cellblocks and empty 
guard towers present a haunting scene.

The former prison’s vaulted, sky-lit 
cells once held many of America’s most 
notorious lawbreakers, including bank 
robber Willie “Slick Willie” Sutton and Al 
“Scarface” Capone. Known for its grand 
architecture and strict discipline, this 
was the world’s first true “penitentiary,” a 
prison designed to inspire penitence, or 
true regret, in the hearts of prisoners.

Located in Philadelphia, Eastern 
State Penitentiary Historic Site is a mod-
ern ruin and museum that interprets 
the legacy of American criminal justice 
reform. 

Visitors explore the cellblocks of the 
penitentiary and discover the stories 
held within its walls, said Francine 
Schiffman, manager, group sales and 
guest support. “They can also step into 
a cell, open the massive front gate of the 
prison, learn how to open a cell door 
and participate in other interactive 
activities,” she said.

While guided tours last about one 
hour, groups should allow an additional 
30 to 60 minutes to explore on their 
own.

Groups of 15 or more get a discount 
on tickets, and groups get one compli-
mentary ticket for every 15 paid tickets. 

Private guide-led tours for groups under 
15 are available for a flat fee.

Private guided tours explore the 
history of Eastern State and set the stage 
for conversations about criminal justice 
reform today.

An after-hours tour focuses on the 
Prohibition era. Participants learn about 
crime and scandal in the 20th century as 
well as the organized crime figures who 
spent time at Eastern State, including 
Capone. The tour includes a 1920s-style 

cocktail reception at Al Capone’s cell.
While there is no motorcoach park-

ing at the historic site, Callowhill Bus 
Center offers 43 secured spaces and an 
air-conditioned waiting area with bath-
rooms, showers, televisions, sleeping 
lounges and vending machines. n

Eastern State Penitentiary 
 Historic Site
215-236-5111, ext. 240 
easternstate.org

Eastern State Penitentiary interprets
criminal justice reform

Jeff Fusco, courtesy of Eastern 
State Penitentiary Historic Site
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Ontario
Toronto 

“Toronto is Canada’s Downtown, the country’s most-visited 
destination, and the fourth largest city in North America,” 
said Maxine Morrell-West, CTIS, North America leisure trade 
manager for Toronto Tourism. “We invite visitors to be curious 
and explore our various neighborhoods, top attractions, unique 
festivals and big-ticket events. Toronto’s diverse food scene is 
like no other, and we have a wide range of art galleries and 
museums, as well as a booming theatre scene!”  

In addition to these attractions, visit Casa Loma. Toronto’s 
castle is full of secret passages to explore and soaring towers 
to climb. Traverse the 800-foot underground tunnel photo exhibit 
and gain perspective on the darker side of life and history of 
early 20th-century Canadian life.

Tourism Toronto
416-203-2600
seetorontonow.com

Located in the heart of 
downtown Toronto, Ripley’s 
Aquarium of Canada 
opened in 2013. See 16,000 
marine animals from all over 
the world. The Canadian 
Waters gallery features 17 
exhibits displaying aquatic 
animals from “Canada’s own 
backyard,” including tube 
anemones, lumpfish, wolfeels, 
giant Pacific octopus and 
Arctic grayling.

Ripley’s Aquarium
 of Canada
647-351-3474
ripleyaquariums.com
 /Canada

itinerary planner

Take in the views of 
Toronto and Lake Ontario 
from three observation levels 
of CN Tower. Savor the 
regional cuisine of the award-
winning 360, the restaurant at 
CN Tower. EdgeWalk allows 
adventure lovers to walk 
outside on a ledge encircling 
the top of the tower’s main 
pod, 1,168 feet above the 
ground.

CN Tower
416-601-4707
cntower.ca

Head to the Art Gallery 
of Ontario. The AGO 
collection of close to 
95,000 works ranges from 
cutting-edge contemporary 
art to significant works by 
indigenous and Canadian 
artists and European 
masterpieces. The AGO 
presents wide-ranging 
exhibitions and programs, 
taking special care to 
showcase diverse and 
underrepresented artists. 

Art Gallery of Ontario
416-979-6608
ago.ca

Opened in 1914, the 
Royal Ontario Museum 
showcases art, culture and 
nature from around the 
world and across the ages. 
Canada’s largest and most 
comprehensive museum 
is home to a world-class 
collection of 13 million art 
objects and natural history 
specimens, featured in 40 
gallery and exhibition spaces. 
Exclusive group add-on 
experiences are available.

Royal Ontario Museum 
416-586-5801, ext. 2
rom.on.ca/en

TOURVIEW DISCOVERSEE

Clockwise from top: Tourism Toronto (3), CN Tower, Tourism Toronto
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905-358-5082 
niagarafallsmuseums.ca

5810 Ferry Street

Learn about the Battle of Lundy’s Lane,
the history of the Falls, the early settlers,
industry, bridges, daredevils and more.

Take a walking tour of 
Lundy’s Lane Battlefield.

Also visit our other museums - 
Battleground Hotel Museum 

and Willoughby Historical Museum.

Guided Tours, Wheelchair Accessibility, Washrooms, 
Free Bus Parking and Gift Shop. 

Complimentary Admission for Group Leaders and Drivers.

Come for the Falls.
Fall for the History.

GregFrewinTheatre.com

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Group Tour Magazine 
Insertion Date: June Issue Size: 2.25in x 4.75in  
Contact:  BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications
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Shaw Festival is located in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, just a short drive down the 
scenic Niagara Parkway from Niagara 
Falls. 

The Shaw produces 10-13 plays annu-
ally in three theaters: the Royal George 
Theatre, an intimate jewel-box turn-of-
the century theater; the Jackie Maxwell 
Studio Theatre, an intimate in-the round 
theater; and the Festival Theatre, The 
Shaw’s largest theater nestled in breath-
taking gardens.

Each year, from April to October, 
The Shaw’s talented acting ensemble 
presents an eclectic array of musicals, 
family-friendly offerings, comedies, 
dramas, classics and whodunits. Then, 
in November and December, The Shaw 
presents its holiday season.

“The Shaw offers tour operators a 

fabulous experience for their patrons,” 
said Valerie Taylor, director of sales, 
marketing and communications. “Visi-
tors can stroll the beautiful and historic 
town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, strikingly 
decked out in the summer months with 
gorgeous flower beds, and pop into 
lovely little shops on their way to see a 
fabulous Shaw production.” 

Groups can take advantage of pre-
show and post-show chats with members 
of the company. The chats are a fabulous 
way to learn more about the theater and 
how it all comes together. Student pro-
grams are available throughout the year. 

Special offerings change from season 
to season. Taylor encourages tour opera-
tors to contact the Group Sales Depart-
ment to check out what’s new.

“Our backstage tours get a lot of 
great feedback because our patrons 
are welcomed to places they probably 
thought they would never enter: the 
wings and backstage,” Taylor said. “They 
get to tour through everything from 
our Wardrobe Department, where the 
intricate costumes are created, to our 
Wig Department, where wigs are built 
one strand at a time. The level of crafts-
manship and artistry is truly amazing! 
But nothing is more magical than the 
moment the curtain opens.”

Taylor noted a trip to The Shaw offers 
visitors lasting memories. They take in 
the historic charm of Niagara-on-the-
Lake with its superb architecture that 
dates to the 1800s, drink in the lush 
parkland and vineyard vistas and are 
transformed by an evening of world-
class theater.

“We offer attractive group rates, on-
site dining at the Festival Theatre Lobby 
Café and pre-booked picnic lunches for 
groups to enjoy while taking in all that 
breathtaking scenery,” Taylor said. n

Shaw Festival
800-511-7429
shawfest.com

Shaw Festival offers world-class 
theater in Niagara-on-the-Lake
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find us on 
Instagram!

Follow Group Tour Media on Instagram to  
keep up with the latest group experiences and ideas.

“love” @grouptourmedia

Share your experiences by tagging us or  
use our hashtag: #GroupTour.
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What will you fi nd in Ohio?

Spend your summer exploring the outdoors at Ohio’s only 
national park! Cuyahoga Valley National Park will help you 
create priceless memories to last a lifetime.

Ten perfect road trips await you at Ohio.org

Brandywine Falls in Cuyahoga Valley National Park

admiration.
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Cedar Point in Sandusky

DAYTON

the birthplace of aviation 
and so much more!
Conveniently located at the Crossroads of 
America, where I-75 N/S and I-70 E/W intersect. 
Experience the world-famous FREE National 
Museum of the U.S. Air Force including 19 acres 
of enclosed exhibits featuring over 350 aerospace 
vehicles. Explore the Dayton Aviation Heritage 
National Historical Park sites and learn about 
Dayton’s Wright brothers. Enjoy a meal at Carillon 
Brewing Company, the only brewery located on 
the grounds of a museum in the nation, where you 
can sample beers made with authentic 1850’s 
brewing processes and recipes alongside current 
day foods and beverages.

DaytonCVB.com | 800-221-8235

GETAWAYS

National Museum of the 
United States Air Force 
in Dayton

DaytonCVB.com | 800-221-8235

 Carillon Brewing Co. in Dayton 

2 Ten perfect road trips await you at Ohio.org 

OHIO’S LAKE ERIE SHORES & ISLANDS

sightseeing and thrill seeking.
Home to over 90 attractions of all varieties, such as 
Cedar Point and Put-In-Bay, Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores 
& Islands has the perfect mixture of history, nature, 
adventure, and fun to please any group traveler. 
Our 13 Group Tour Co-Op Partners create a fun and 
varied itinerary including the thrills of roller coasters, 
a safari adventure, Japanese garden, a haunted 
house, the Lake Erie Islands, and much more! While 
all of our attractions love group business, our partners 
go above and beyond to make sure memories are 
made by each group! Let us help create a customized 
itinerary to ensure your group fi nds their Lake Erie Love. 

Groups.ShoresAndIslands.com 
800-255-3743

Downtown Put-In-Bay
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Fellows Riverside Gardens in Youngstown

3

YOUNGSTOWN & MAHONING COUNTY

Tour the world-renowned Butler Institute of 
American Art, which houses a vast collection of the 
fi nest works of art created solely by American artists. 
Enjoy visiting lovely Fellows Riverside Gardens in 
Mill Creek MetroParks with 12 acres of beautiful 
landscapes and scenic overlooks. End your day with 
wine tastings at one of our group-friendly wineries. 
Contact our CVB for itinerary assistance.

YoungstownLive.com | 800-447-8201 

UNION COUNTY

minutes from Columbus. 
miles from ordinary.
Participate in a truly unique experience of dining on 
a covered bridge, complete with entertainment and 
a setting sure to celebrate a slower era. Watch how six 
pounds of wood is transformed into a baseball bat at 
Phoenix Bats. Grow your green thumb and taste local 
delights with an array of farm fun experiences. Delight 
in the beauty of dressage at a world-class Olympic 
training facility. Discover the power of dreams and the 
history of innovation at the Honda Heritage Center. Sip 
at wineries, savor delicious made-from-scratch favorites 
at Der Dutchman and more! Let us craft memories with 
off-the-beaten-path experiences for your groups today!

VisitUnionCountyOhio.org | 937-642-6279

WAYNE COUNTY

Grab your friends and escape to Wayne County. 
While we are a large agricultural and Amish 
community, we are also home to award winning 
cities with unique family owned dining and 
accommodations. Experience downtown Wooster, 
walk or drive through Secrest Arboretum and 
shop at The J.M. Smucker Company Store, Lehman’s 
and P. Graham Dunn.

WCCVB.com | 800-362-6474

minutes from Columbus. 

Participate in a truly unique experience of dining on 

Pottersburg 
Covered Bridge 
Dinner in Marysville

Wayne County Courthouse in Wooster

Mitchell’s Berries 
in Plain City
Mitchell’s Berries 
in Plain City

Honda Heritage Center
in Marysville

GETAWAYS
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GETAWAYS

4 Ten perfect road trips await you at Ohio.org 

FOODIES

BUTLER COUNTY

explore picturesque paradise.
Explore monumental art in a serene setting at Pyramid 
Hill Sculpture Park. With over 40 outdoor sculptures set 
on 300 pristine acres, your group tour will be able to 
spread out and experience one of Ohio’s best kept 
secrets. Start planning your next outdoor group 
adventure in Butler County, Ohio today.

TravelButlerCounty.com
513-860-4194

Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park in Hamilton

DUTCHMAN HOSPITALITY GROUP

Dutchman Hospitality in the 
heart of Ohio.
Experience your very own Amish Country oasis fi lled 
with simple comforts, remarkable views, and warm 
hospitality. With two inns, three restaurants, two gift 
shops, a pantry and meat market, and a live theater, 
this is the place to recharge, refresh, and rejuvenate. 
Group packages feature Amish kitchen cooking, 
wholesome heartwarming entertainment, unique 
shopping for friends and home, remarkable country 
views, and peaceful lodging all for your pleasure. 
Parking is always free, and all Dutchman Hospitality 
locations are handicap accessible. Plan your next 
Amish country getaway with 
Dutchman Hospitality today!

DutchmanHospitality.com 
330-204-2956

Carlisle Inn 
in Walnut Creek
Carlisle Inn 
in Walnut Creek

Ohio Star Theater at Dutch 
Valley in Sugarcreek

Der Dutchman Restaurant in Walnut Creek
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NATURE LOVERS

DESTINATION MANSFIELD

Your group experience at Kingwood Center Gardens 
begins with a NEW Visitor Center and history-fi lled 
exhibit gallery. Stroll new gardens, exotic plant displays, 
a garden store, and mansion on a guided tour. Plan a 
custom meal or dine in the café. Explore workshops 
and events like Wine Walk, Pumpkin Glow, and 
Christmas at Kingwood. Request a group itinerary.

DestinationMansfi eld.com | 800-642-8282

TOLEDO ZOO

With 10,000+ animals, state-of-the-art aquarium 
and new museum, visiting the Toledo Zoo is like 
three day trips in one. The new museum focuses 
on biodiversity. Your exploration begins with 
prehistoric Ohio and then becomes a walking tour 
of the various habitats found along Lake Erie 
following the Ice Age. Experience Nature in Hand, 
a hands-on library of bones, pelts and taxidermy, 
along with The Mazza Gallery, featuring animal 
and nature themed children’s book illustrations.

ToledoZoo.org | 419-385-5721

COLUMBUS ZOO AND AQUARIUM

private and exclusive 
 travelers adventure.
Wasafi ri Adventure (Travelers Adventure in Swahili) 
Presented by the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, is 
the best next trip for your group! This one-of-a-kind 
package includes: a breakfast in our eco-friendly Mapori 
Restaurant, a Giraffe Encounter, an Animal Presentation 
and a reserved view of our Cheetah Run. 

Travel to Africa without ever leaving Ohio! Journey 
through Heart of Africa while a caravan of camels parades 
by and African lions nap in the shade. Watch a cheetah 
sprint around the watering hole while zebras and 
gazelles roam the savanna. Spy on vervet monkeys 
raiding Jack’s Camp, then stand in wonder as giraffes 
gallop together on 
the savanna.

ColumbusZoo.org
614-724-3785

5

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium in Powell

Toledo Zoo

Kingwood Center Gardens in Mansfi eld
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SANDUSKY COUNTY

creativity in the countryside.
Coming to Lake Erie this summer? Take a break from the lake, 
make your way to Sandusky County and take a drive along 
our Historic Painted Barn Mural Trail. See American history 
and art on a new and unique canvas, our historic barns! The 
self-guided driving tour takes about an hour and covers some 
beautiful Ohio countryside. On the tour you will see six barn 
locations featuring historical murals painted by the “Barn 
Artist” Scott Hagan. Each barn offers a unique 
mural that depicts a historical connection to 
Sandusky County.

SanduskyCounty.org/Barns | 800-255-8070

NATIONAL VETERANS 
MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM

Get to know the courageous men and 
women who answered our country’s call 
to service. Discover the only museum that 
honors ALL our nation’s Veterans—across 
all service branches. Experience history 
through their inspiring voices in dynamic 
exhibits, interactive presentations and 
personal effects. Plan your group visit to 
the new Home of the Brave.

NationalVMM.org/Visit/Group-Visits
888-987-6866

6 Ten perfect road trips await you at Ohio.org 

Sandusky County 
Bicentennial Barn in Fremont

Battle of Fort Stephenson 
Historic Barn in Fremont

Battle of Fort Stephenson 
Historic Barn in Fremont

CULTURE BUFFS

NATURE LOVERS

Nautica Queen Skyline Cruise 
in Cleveland

NAUTICA QUEEN
Cruises include Cleveland skyline views, unlimited buffets, DJ, dancing 
and climate-controlled decks. The cruising season runs April through 
December. Located on the West Bank of the Flats, next to the Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium. Discounted packages and complimentary bus 
parking are available.

NauticaQueen.com | 216-696-8888

National Veterans Memorial 
and Museum in Columbus
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MARIETTA-WASHINGTON 
COUNTY

pioneer the first frontier.
We were the fi rst settlement in a new 
frontier over 225 years ago and our early 
pioneer spirit can still be felt throughout 
our community. Navigate our rivers, explore 
our shops, taste our cuisine and immerse 
yourself in our rich culture and history. Your 
group may enjoy trolley and carriage rides, 
historic home and church tours, sternwheel 
cruises and much more!

MariettaOhio.org | 800-288-2577

New Richmond Alpaca Farm

Valley Gem Sternwheeler in Marietta

7

CULTURE BUFFS

National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center in Cincinnati

CLERMONT COUNTY

appreciate our rich history!
Clermont County, just east of Cincinnati, invites 
your group to explore unique craft breweries, 
fun entertainment, elegant wineries and more. 
Appreciate our rich history as you discover 33 
stops along the Underground Railroad Freedom 
Tour. Visit historical churches, charming towns 
along the Ohio River and the birthplace of 
President Ulysses S. Grant. Satisfy your taste buds 
along the Food and Farm Tour as you roast your 
own coffee at The Main Cup or feed the animals 
at the local Alpaca Farm. Your group can save 
big on your hotel lodging and parking in 
Clermont County. Plan your adventure today!

DiscoverClermont.com | 513-732-3600
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GREATER AKRON

infused by the arts.
Stretching into luscious landscapes, 
Greater Akron is an alluring destination 
for visitors in Ohio. Experience the 
architectural awe of Stan Hywet Hall & 
Gardens or the Akron Art Museum, the 
classic car-side service of Swensons, 
or catch a performance at the Akron 
Civic Theatre. Don’t forget Hale Farm 
& Village, Akron Zoo and our Scenic 
Railroad.

Akron.Travel | 800-245-4254

Ten perfect road trips 
await you at Ohio.org

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens 
Birch Tree Allée in Akron

romance.
Akron Art Museum

CULTURE BUFFS

AMISH COUNTRY

In the heart of Ohio Amish Country, cultures meet, 
generations merge and memories are made. The 
Amish community welcomes visitors to visit, learn 
and appreciate a way of life that puts family and 
faith above all. Traditional heritage experiences, 
tasty home-style cooking and shopping are just a 
few reasons to stay an extra day! Visit Amish 
Country-Holmes County.

VisitAmishCountry.com | 330-674-3975

Troyer’s Amish Tours in Mt. Hope
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