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editor’s
letter

For the love of travel

Group Tour Media is
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Circle Michigan
Louisiana Travel Promotions Association
National Tour Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Student & Youth Travel Association
Tour Kansas
Virginia Motorcoach Association

Editor’s Note:
During this period of social
distancing, Group Tour magazine
will continue to provide group
travel inspiration. Please contact
destinations and attractions
directly for updated reopening
and safety information.

I’m just going to come out and say it — I miss traveling! I miss
those early morning wake-up calls before an early flight (that I
used to dread). I miss the hustle and bustle of airports and watching people move in all directions with their own itineraries and
agendas. I miss exploring new places, whether on my own, with
my family or in a group of people I’ve only just met.
Last February, my husband and I welcomed our first child, and
I knew I’d have to trade in my suitcase for a diaper bag, at least in
the short term. But then the pandemic hit, and even my dreams
for weekend getaways with baby in tow were extinguished. My top
priority was and is keeping my family safe.
My daughter is nearing her first birthday now and the only
travel she’s witnessed is from the hot air balloons that decorate
her nursery. I yearn to take her to new places and to share this
great big, wonderful world of travel with her.
The pandemic has hit our industry hard, but I’m confident
people are eager to travel again, just like me. And some are already
planning travel, with others on motorcoaches as we speak. When
travelers are comfortable and ready, they’ll purchase tours, book
flights and savor all this resilient industry has to offer.
In this issue, our cover story on bike tours highlights companies that explore destinations on two wheels, social distancing
guaranteed. Other features include Door County, Wisconsin;
Philadelphia public art; Pigeon Forge, Tennessee; and national
parks in the west.
For this month’s OnTrend feature, we talked with industry
experts about 2021 travel outlooks. In Spotlight, we interviewed
Suzanne Connolly, group coordinator at Provident Travel, based
in Cincinnati, Ohio. New this year, our first Food+Drink feature
shines a light on the distinct flavors of New Orleans, Louisiana.
Our next print issue will arrive in your mailboxes in May, but
in the meantime, check out grouptourmagazine.com for lots of
new and exclusive content. I encourage you to check back often
and to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for the group travel
inspiration you know and love.
As always, we appreciate your readership and support of
Group Tour magazine.
					Until next time,

ON THE COVER:

BROOKLYN WATERFRONT BIKE TOUR
PHOTO: UNLIMITED BIKING
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Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
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With 2020 finally over, sales managers at
several top group destinations are optimistic about
2021. Here’s what they have to say about this year’s
travel outlook.
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
Joy McNealy, senior sales manager for the
Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism, said a lot of
groups that canceled in 2020 moved their tours to
2021.
“If everything holds and tour passengers feel
safe again, we see 2021 booming again,” McNealy
said.
Pigeon Forge is located in Sevier County, and
McNealy pointed out the county is currently
under a mask mandate for all indoor areas. The
department of tourism requires six-foot distancing under the Tennessee Pledge. The Tennessee
Pledge provides guidelines that allow businesses to
operate while continuing to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19.
“Hopefully, with Tennesseans getting the
COVID-19 vaccine everything will return back to
normal mid-spring or summer,” McNealy said.
She uses a variety of methods to stay in touch

IMAGE: ADOBE STOCK

with tour operators. “I have had several
group Zoom calls,” she said. “I also make it
a point to contact operators each week by
email and phone calls just to check up and
assure them we are ready when they are
ready to travel again!”
McNealy’s key message for tour planners
is that 2021 will be a great year. Pigeon Forge,
she said, is open for business with all of its
safety precautions in place just for them.
Branson. Missouri
Lenni Neimeyer, director of leisure
group sales at Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB, said Branson is
very excited to welcome groups back in a
big way in 2021.
“Spring and early summer dates are still
building momentum, but September through
December looks amazing for groups to return to Branson and our community is looking forward to more people feeling safe to
travel,” she said. “We know based on reports
from area lodgings, shows and attractions
the advance group reservations for our area

are seeing a significant rise from groups of all
kinds who are ready to go.”
Neimeyer noted professional tour operators and travel agents have been contacting
her to put together popular itineraries for
small to large groups in preparation for
pent-up demand for domestic leisure group
travel. Many mentioned international outbound travel will be slow to move in 2021.
The groups that did travel to Branson
last year were smaller than in the past —15
to 20 people versus 40 to 45. That trend
may continue in 2021, Neimeyer said,
because people might feel better in smaller
group sizes. Also, people are requesting
more soft adventure of outdoor activities
and free time so as not to be confined in
rooms of large groups.
Branson’s theaters have done an amazing job of social distancing, she said, so
groups can enjoy themselves while feeling
safe and secure.
While email blasts have been an effective way for Neimeyer to stay connected
with tour operators, she has received the

most benefit from virtual meetings.
Neimeyer’s key message for tour planners: “When your group is ready to travel
— Branson is open! Come and see us and
let’s have some fun in 2021!”
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
Sandy Haines, group tour sales manager
for Visit Myrtle Beach, said the outlook for
group travel in her area is positive for 2021.
“I am excited to say, many groups are
already planning and selling tours to the
Myrtle Beach Area,” Haines said.
She added the good news is that groups
will still be able to maintain their itineraries
flawlessly with social distancing guidelines
in place.
Haines has been reaching out to operators via phone calls and virtual meetings.
“The tour operators seem to prefer phone
calls versus Zoom calls, which I prefer as
well,” she said.
Haines’ key message for tour planners
is that Myrtle Beach is open and ready for
groups. n

grouptourmagazine.com
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spotlight

Provident
Travel

Love of travel leads to passion for planning
By Cindy Fish

Inspired by her sister’s passion for travel,
Suzanne Connolly began her career in the
travel industry 27 years ago. Today, Connolly
is the group coordinator at Provident
Travel, based in Cincinnati, Ohio. Creating
memorable trips for clients, getting to know
them along the way and often forging lifetime
friendships brings Connolly great happiness.

“

SUZANNE CONNOLLY

PHOTOS: SUZANNE CONNOLLY

8

February 2021

I am the last
person our clients
hear from before
they travel,” she
said. “So I pump
them up so they’re
even more excited
to go!

”

Q. What makes Provident Travel unique?
A. Provident Travel is a premier travel agency based in Cincin-

nati, Ohio. We have two offices located in the Cincinnati Tri-State
area. Our connection with the leisure, group and incentive travel
community spans over 85 years, making us one of the longest
established travel agencies in the Greater Cincinnati area!
We specialize in independent and escorted travel, adventure
travel and cruising. We are founding members of Virtuoso, an
invitation-only consortium that enables us to provide complimentary upgrades, amenities and other travel perks to our
clients. Provident Travel has a dedicated team of over 40 travel
consultants. Our team’s firsthand destination experience combined with our Virtuoso membership allows us to transform
your vacation into a truly unique travel experience.

Q. How has the COVID-19 pandemic
impacted your business?
A. We have embraced the possibility of working from anywhere

and can service our clients from any location. Laptop + phone
+ Zoom and we are connected to the world. We have turned
to virtual travel experiences when working with our vendors
and having travel experiences or booking experiences. Various
shutdowns, cancellations and the lack of air travel are the greatest
impacts to serving clients. Limits on gatherings and the need for
social distancing have all impacted when and how we will travel.
We are doing things differently to make it safe for all, including
traveling in smaller groups where we can make sure our clients

are able travel confidently.
People cannot wait to get back out there, but they want to feel
safe. Our agency along with hotels, cruise lines, tour companies,
etc. have done an incredible job during this time to modernize and
create the safest possible environments for us all to work and travel
in. Suppliers have taken this time to upgrade and refresh their
products and services, so that when the time comes, the client will
have an all-new experience. Everyone has embraced the protocols
necessary to keep us as safe as possible we resume travel.

Q. What do you see as an opportunity 		
that will come out of this crisis?
A. Connection to one another, and especially to our clients. We

have had more time to reach out and talk to our clients. Also, the
education component. We have had the opportunity and time to
further educate ourselves on destinations, hotels, experiences, etc.
All this offers a huge value to our clients.

Q. What is the “next big thing”
for Provident Travel?
A. Like most industries, many things changed for travel in 2020.

We are embracing the silver lining and taking this time to adapt
and improve. The travel industry can be looked at sometimes as
very old school, and that’s a stereotype we are ready to shake. The
next big thing for Provident is embracing the trends, multi-gen,
sustainable, adventurous and even wellness-centered travel. The
world is changing and we’re right there with it.

Q. What advice would you give to
group travel planners trying to
grow their business?
A. At this present time, be patient. Listen to your travelers about

where they want to go. Keep it fresh and do not be afraid to create
something new and toss it out there! Give them something to
look forward to.

Q. It’s vacation time — where do you go?
A. We love to travel and explore even if it is a day trip! If we can’t
get to Europe, the Caribbean or on a cruise (which we love), then
we are off to explore the U.S.! Next trip — we would love to head
to Utah and Zion National Park.

Q. What is on your travel playlist?
A. “Music feeds the soul” and is always playing in the house, it

keeps me going especially during these times. I am a big fan of
classic rock, blues and country. Since the pandemic, I have been
walking and enjoying my books on tape, usually the hottest audio
biography and escaping.

Q. Final thought: Tell me three words 		
that describe why we should travel.
A. Reconnect, experience, adventure. n
Provident Travel
513-763-3080
providenttravel.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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news+notes
Fifth + Broadway nears March
opening in downtown Nashville
A new shopping, dining, cultural and
entertainment destination is coming to
Nashville, Tennessee. Fifth + Broadway is
set to open March 4. Located across from
the Ryman Auditorium and Bridgestone
Arena, the mixed-use development is
at the crossroads of one of the South’s
most iconic and busiest hubs. The newly
opened, 56,000-square-foot National
Museum of African American Music
is a major anchor of the project. Fifth +
Broadway will offer special programs for
adult and student groups. Learn more
about Fifth + Broadway on page 52.

PHOTO: FIFTH + BROADWAY

Immersive Van Gogh to open
Lighthouse ArtSpace Chicago

Niagara Falls IMAX Theatre
moves to new location

Lighthouse ArtSpace Chicago, a new
venue within Chicago’s recently renovated landmark Germania Club Building,
opened this month with the U.S. premiere
of the art experience Immersive Van Gogh.
“Working closely with the City of Chicago
to implement safety strategies, there are
a multitude of opportunities for group
outings in the 14,000-square-foot space to
be comfortably coordinated with our team,”
said Corey Ross, co-producer. The digital
art exhibition invites groups to “step inside”
iconic works of artist Vincent van Gogh.
844-307-4644, vangoghchicago.com

The Niagara Falls IMAX Theatre in
Niagara Falls, Ontario, will be leaving the
iconic pyramid building behind and rising
in a new location in the early spring. The
new location will be announced soon.
The theater has been in operation for
more than 35 years and has introduced
millions of people to the exciting history
of the falls. Tour guides will be pleased to
know that bus parking will be plentiful,
and the enhanced version of the film will
be 30 minutes in length, allowing for
more flexible itineraries. 905-358-3611,
imaxniagara.com

PHOTO: NIAGARA FALLS IMAX THEATRE

Bishop’s Lodge reopening
spring 2021

PHOTO: COURTESY OF IMMERSIVE VAN GOGH
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Bishop’s Lodge — a Santa Fe, New
Mexico, landmark settled over 150 years
ago — is currently undergoing an extensive restoration project and is set to reopen this spring. The destination protects
Southwestern heritage and provides lodging, nature-driven adventures, visual and
culinary arts, and more. Bishop’s Lodge
is situated on 317 acres adjacent to Santa
Fe National Forest and only minutes from
downtown Santa Fe. 888-741-0480,
aubergeresorts.com/bishopslodge

United States Marshals
Museum nears hopeful
soft opening this year
The much-anticipated United States
Marshals Museum in Fort Smith, Arkansas, is nearing completion. The museum,
set on the banks of the Arkansas River, is
housed in an innovative facility named the
Mary Carleton and Robert A. Young III
Building. The museum features a unique
exterior with a modified star-shaped
design signifying the star badge worn by
courageous U.S. Marshals. Inside, five
immersive galleries will educate guests
about the critical, ever-evolving role the
Marshals have played in upholding the
rule of law, driven by justice, integrity and
service. A hopeful soft opening is slated
for late this year, with a grand opening
planned for 2022.

PHOTO: SEEMONTEREY.COM

Carmel Mission celebrates
anniversary and undergoes
renovation
Carmel Mission in Monterey, California, is celebrating its 250th anniversary
this year. To commemorate the anniversary, the Carmel Mission Foundation is renovating the mission’s main entrance and

restoring a 100-year-old adobe museum
that sits adjacent to the renowned basilica.
The newly restored museum and courtyard is slated to open this spring/summer.
The Harry Downie Museum at Carmel
Mission is also slated to open in October,
showcasing the “Evolution of Carmel
Mission” photography exhibit.

never miss an issue!
Group Tour magazine is crafted with tour planners in mind. In every
issue, you’ll discover exciting destinations, thrilling itinerary builders,
the latest travel trends, group-friendly restaurants and hospitable lodging.
GroupTourMagazine.com/Subscribe
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food+drink

New
Orleans
food
scene

delights the senses
By Kate O’Neil
Famously native to Louisiana, Creole and
Cajun cuisine have graced New Orleans with a
delightful food scene. These two distinct fares not
only include influence from a mix of cultures but
are among many other styles of cooking that have
been present in New Orleans for centuries.
“French, Caribbean, African, Italian, German
and Spanish traditions blend together to make
mouths salivate and stomachs rumble,” said Jessica Sigmundsson, communications coordinator
at New Orleans & Company. “As a hot spot for
eccentric nightlife and letting loose, New Orleans
additionally boasts some classic and eclectic
cocktails. No visit to the Big Easy would be
complete without dining on some of these local
masterpieces.”
Savory and spicy
Maybe it’s enjoyed inside a grandly decorated
dining room or on a walk around the French
Quarter after grabbing it to-go. In any case, spicefilled masterpieces await the group in a number of
different forms.
Probably one of the most notable classic
Creole dishes, gumbo is a thick stew with a roux
(a mixture of butter and flour) poured over rice.
From there, recipes can range, but many popular
inclusions are okra, peppers, chicken, sausage and
seafood, to name a few. Try out Mr. B’s Bistro’s
Gumbo Ya-Ya or the seafood okra gumbo from
The Gumbo Shop.
Jambalaya — despite having some similari12
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BANANAS FOSTER / PHOTO: TODD COLEMAN

ties to the previously mentioned
dish — is distinctly Cajun and
certainly has its differences
compared to gumbo. Smoky
meats and seafood with rice are
the main components; it was
created when Spanish colonials
tried to re-create paella. Popular
spots to try out some authentic
Jambalayas include Jacques-Imo’s
Café, Royal House and Oceana Grill.
As etouffee means “to smother” in French,
it seems only fitting it was used to name the
famous New Orleans dish crawfish etouffee. This
thick stew with shrimp is similar to gumbo in
that it includes a roux and is served over rice. The
dividing factor, however, is that crawfish etouffee
is made with a “blonde” roux and has an almost
sweeter taste.
New Orleans also is well known for a couple
of sandwiches, including po-boys and the muffuletta — a Sicilian meat-loaded sandwich. The
po-boy even has a festival celebrated in its honor
every year!
Sweet treats
Any discussion involving New Orleans cuisine
will most likely include beignets — the deep-fried
hole-less doughnut covered in powdered sugar.
First introduced in the 18th century, beignets are
most notably sold in the French Quarter at Café
du Monde. Enjoy with a café au lait or a glass of
chocolate milk.
During the early 1950s, New Orleans was a

JAMBALAYA / PHOTO: JOYCE BRACEY

major port of entry for bananas. The then-owner
of Brennan’s Restaurant challenged his chef to
incorporate bananas into a new dessert. This rich
dessert became known as the bananas foster — a
decadent dish with bananas soaked in rum, set
aflame and served with vanilla ice cream. Usually
served tableside, Brennan’s still makes this dessert
today.
If in New Orleans during Carnival, make sure
to try a king cake — a mix of coffee cake and a
cinnamon roll topped in yellow, green and purple
icing and filled with fruit fillings and cream
cheeses.
Traditional and creative concoctions
Just when one would think New Orleans has
enough accolades, it is additionally famous for
being the home of the Sazerac — the first cocktail.
Originally made with brandy, the modern Sazerac
typically includes either cognac or rye whiskey, absinthe, a sugar cube and bitters.
Other notable cocktails
famous around the Big Easy are
the Ramos Gin Fizz — a frothy
gin concoction — and the Café
Brulot Diobolique — a coffee
cocktail made with brandy,
cinnamon and more.
A few bars crafting these
drinks include French 75,
Carousel Bar and Old Absinthe
House. n
New Orleans & Company
800-672-6124
neworleans.com

PHOTO: NEW ORLEANS & COMPANY

14

February 2021

City cycling offers fresh take on sightseeing
By Courtney Birchmeier
More than just a mode of
transportation, biking offers travelers fresh perspectives when exploring
a destination. Eco-friendly and full of
health benefits, bike tours have grown in
popularity in recent years, especially in
2020 when the need for social distancing
drove more travelers outdoors.
“Biking has spiked since the pandemic,” said Annie Zou, director of sales at
Unlimited Biking, an outdoor adventure company with multiple locations
nationwide. “One of the biggest reasons
is because guests are looking for a safe,

outdoor activity to participate in. They
want to get outside, they want to be
able to move around, they want to feel
healthy, and biking does all of that, in a
safe way!”
Bike tours are especially popular in
big cities, where heavy traffic can make
touring by bus or car move at snail’s
pace. Cycling tours allow groups to get
up-close to what they would otherwise
see out of a bus window. And bike tours
can cover a lot of area in just a few hours.
“Bike tours are the best way to cover a
lot of ground and get familiar with a city

in a relatively short amount of time,” said
Catharine Pear, marketing representative
for Urban AdvenTours, a bike tour and
rental company in Boston. “Touring by
bike is a great way to start a visit to a new
city, or as a way to ‘check off ’ the highlights if one has limited time to explore.
Being an active participant on a bike tour
keeps everyone engaged and unplugged
for a few hours.”
The following bike tour companies
are ready to welcome your groups and
follow strict safety protocols to ensure a
safe experience.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

g
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Indianapolis, Indiana
The 8-mile Indianapolis Cultural Trail connects the six
cultural districts in downtown Indianapolis and is about as
bike-friendly as they come. The trail allows visitors to explore the city’s neighborhoods, public art, cultural districts
and entertainment amenities, all by foot or bicycle.
“The Cultural Trail really is the best way to experience
downtown Indianapolis,” said Kären Haley, executive
director of Indianapolis Cultural Trail, Inc. “The city has
blossomed around the Cultural Trail and it connects you to
everywhere you would want to go by bike both downtown
and beyond. The Cultural Trail is separated from vehicles
and is well-lit at night, so people feel safe and comfortable
riding bikes on the Cultural Trail, no matter their ability.”
The trail serves as the downtown hub for the city’s vast
greenway network, connecting visitors to several 20-plus
mile, round-trip bike rides on protected trails or greenways
directly from downtown. And the trail is the home base for
the city’s bike share program. In addition, the trail offers an
adaptive bike program.
Groups can choose from predetermined Cultural
Trail bike tours or can work with staff to create a custom
experience.
“Groups will definitely take away that Indianapolis is
amazing to experience by bike and will want to come back
and spend more time on their bike here, taking in all of the
greenways, parks and destinations that make Indianapolis
a great place to be,” Haley said.

INDIANAPOLIS CULTURAL TRAIL / PHOTO: INDIANAPOLIS CULTURAL TRAIL INC.
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Los Angles, California
It’s no secret that Los Angeles has an ideal climate for biking — it hardly rains, the sun is almost always shining, and the
temperature is never too hot or too cold. A decade ago, Danny
Roman, now founder of Bikes & Hikes LA — an outdoor tour
company based in West Hollywood — was surprised when he
learned LA didn’t offer any bike tour experiences.
“My jaw hit the floor when I realized there were none in the
city, just a couple out at the beach that primarily focused on
bike rentals and not so much touring,” Roman recalled.
Prior to creating Bikes & Hikes LA, Roman had taken
every opportunity to participate in city bike tours when traveling, mainly in Europe.
“These tours would take place on rainy days, on busy
streets, etc.,” Roman said. “I learned so much and thought it
was such a great way to experience a city, up-close and personal, exercising and sightseeing.”
Today, Bikes & Hikes LA offers a wide variety of daily
outdoor LA biking and hiking tours, corporate group activities
and private tours all over Los Angeles. Its most popular tour,
LA in a Day, takes guests on a 32-mile tour of LA’s best sights.
Guests can pedal on a regular bike or upgrade to electric.
“Our tours guarantee you a direct connection with Angelinos and the different neighborhoods you’ll be exploring,”
Roman said. “We like to say: ‘You are not stuck in traffic, you
are traffic! Get on a bike and break free.’”
Bikes & Hikes LA can accommodate groups up to 500. The
company also can plan an array of outdoor activities, including
beach games, yoga, boot camp, sandcastle sculpting and sailing
regattas.

Multiple locations
With locations in New York City; San Francisco, California;
Sanibel Island, Florida; Washington, D.C.; and Alexandria, Virginia;
Unlimited Biking helps travelers explore different cities by bicycle.
The rental, tours and experience company provides everything groups need for a biking adventure — and many different,
high-quality Cannondale bikes to choose from. Options include
hybrid bikes, electric bikes, road bikes, kids bikes and kids attachments.
“For groups, one of the most important things that operators
and planners look for is flexibility,” said Annie Zou, director of sales
at Unlimited Biking. “Unlimited Biking provides that. We can do
custom pick-ups and drop-offs. We usually accommodate a lot of
private, unique requests as well.”
One of the most popular group add-ons is a picnic experience.
Unlimited Biking specializes in small-group and catered experiences, while also being able to organize large groups of 400-plus.
“Next to the picnics, we also do team buildings, such as a photo
scavenger hunt by bike or building a bike,” said Isabel Sydow,
groups manager. “Tours can of course be themed as well to focus
on certain topics based on the groups such as architecture or art, for
example.”
Unlimited Biking tours are led by local, experienced guides
who take visitors to places they may not have heard about or seen
otherwise.
“Our guides can manage groups of different sizes, people of all
ages and cater information depending on interests,” Zou said. “Bike
tours are great for those who want to learn more and have a guide
in exploration.”

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE BIKE TOUR,
UNLIMITED BIKING, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. / PHOTO: UNLIMITED BIKING

Indianapolis Cultural Trail
indyculturaltrail.org

Bikes & Hikes LA
bikesandhikesla.com

URBAN ADVENTOURS / PHOTO: URBAN ADVENTOURS

Boston, Massachusetts
Groups can “burn carbs, not carbon” with an
Urban AdvenTours bike tour of Boston. In operation
since 2004, the company has earned a solid reputation in the city as Boston’s Downtown Bike Shop.
Urban AdvenTours offers bike tours, bike rentals and
a full-service bike shop.
“Our flagship ride, which most groups choose, is
the City View Tour,” said Catharine Pear, marketing
representative for Urban AdvenTours. “The City
View route takes guests through six iconic Boston
neighborhoods with stops along the way, including
Fenway Park, the North End and Boston Common.”
Other options include Tour de Boston and Bike to
the Boat, which are good options for school groups
because the routes are designed to stay on bike paths
and bike lanes. For fall foliage views, the Emerald
Necklace tour is a popular option; it covers a path
through a series of parks designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted.
Urban AdvenTours can accommodate groups up
to 150. Participants are divided into smaller groups
to provide everyone with a safe experience.
“We want our guests to feel safe, have fun and
learn something (or a few things!) about Boston,”
Pear said. “Ideally, we also want people to return
from tour with a sense of accomplishment and pride.
Hopefully, we also inspire people to seek out and take
bike tours in cities where they travel in the future.” n
Unlimited Biking
unlimitedbiking.com

Urban AdvenTours
urbanadventours.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Artists and innovators come together
on scenic Wisconsin peninsula

Story and photos
by Kate O’Neil
While my trip to Door County,
Wisconsin, was only a year ago, it
seems like a lifetime ago. I visited
Door County only weeks before my home
state of Michigan and the nation shut
down in response to COVID-19. Amid
the craziness of last year, my visit to Door
County turned out to be a blessing and
something I crave each day that passes
without travel.
Small towns, local shops, art galleries,
craft beverages and massive lake views
make up the region home to 19 distinct
communities.
“Groups can enjoy a variety of
experiences like winery tours, theater
performances, scenic boat tours, musical
performances, boutique shopping and
museum tours,” said Laura Bradley, senior
marketing & sales manager at Destination
Door County.
Day 1:
Cheese curds — a Wisconsin favorite

ASSOCIATE EDITOR KATE O’NEIL
AT SCENIC OVERLOOK IN
PENINSULA STATE PARK
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My long weekend on the peninsula
began with a Wisconsin favorite: cheese
curds. These tasty bites were enjoyed at
Renard’s Cheese — Door County’s oldest
cheese store.
After lunch, our group made our way to
Sturgeon Bay. The small town’s shops and
restaurants complement its history, with
many located in 19th-century buildings.
The sun set as our group sat in Popelka
& Trenchard Glass Fine Art Gallery &
Studio’s workshop to see a glass blowing
demonstration. A delicate process, I witnessed small pieces of intricately designed
glass become an elaborate vase.
The day closed with dinner at local
restaurant Moja Rosa’s.

FISH BOIL AT WHITE GULL INN

Day 2:
Beverages galore and a fish boil
to finish
Friday morning’s forecast brought a
light snow shower which was watched
from inside cozy (and aromatic) Door
County Coffee & Tea.
I kept the morning going strong, leveling up from caffeine with a stop to Door
Peninsula Winery and Door County Distillery. Our visit consisted of sampling fruit
wines and handcrafted liquor and touring
both facilities — from the fermenting
process to the bottling room.
With hundreds of galleries and studios
throughout, Door County is a creator’s
haven. In a way, I became a Door County
artist myself that weekend at Door County
Candle by hand dipping my own candle.
Lunch at Heirloom Provisions was followed by a hike through Ridges Sanctuary.
The 1,600-acre natural preserve is Wisconsin’s oldest nonprofit nature reserve and
includes the historic 1869 Baileys Harbor
Range Lights.
A hike and shopping spree later, I was
again hungry and looking forward to a
favorite Door County experience, a fish
boil dinner at White Gull Inn. Established in 1869, it is the only Door County

RENARD’S CHEESE

DOOR PENINSULA WINERY

establishment offering the traditional
Scandinavian-style dish in the winter
months. Freshly caught whitefish from
Lake Michigan is first cooked outside over
an open fire and then boiled. It is an event
watched by all and enjoyed in the inn’s
rustic dinning room.
Day 3:
Scenic beauty and cherry wine
Saturday’s agenda began with Exploring 3,776-acre Peninsula State Park. Scenic
overlooks, wooded trails and a frozen
Green Bay shoreline made for the perfect
start to another exciting day. The afternoon was spent wandering through both
the towns of Ephraim and Fish Creek.
The most unexpected sight I encountered was Anderson Dock, a graffiti-covered dockside warehouse in Ephraim. The
red building covered with bright yellows,
greens and blues set against the white winter landscape was mesmerizing and serves
as a popular destination for pictures.
As one of the top producers of cherries
in the nation, Door County celebrates
this fruit in many ways. At Lautenbach’s
Orchard Country, I tried cherry wine for
the first time and learned how Montmo-

POPELKA & TRENCHARD GLASS FINE ART GALLERY & STUDIO

ASSOCIATE EDITOR KATE O’NEIL CREATES
HER OWN CANDLE AT DOOR COUNTY CANDLE

rency cherries are used in many of the
family-owned business’ products.
Free time and dinner in Sister Bay were
followed by a peaceful candlelit hike under
the star-studded sky at Newport State Park.
The stimulating day ended on a peaceful
note while at this designated Dark Sky Park.
My last day in Door County had room
for only one more stop; Door 44 Winery
in Sturgeon Bay. The winery specializes
in making wine from grapes only, unique
from the many other wineries in the region that use other fruits as well.
The snowflakes became thicker as I
finished off my glass of ice wine, ignorant
of what the next year would bring for the
travel industry.
“We have made the most of the situation and our local businesses and organizations have showed incredible resiliency
to keep things moving safely,” said Jon
Jarosh, director of communications & PR
at Destination Door County.
A year later, these businesses have
come through the tumultuous crisis of the
last year and are again attracting visitors to
the natural beauty that is Door County. n
Destination Door County
920-743-4456
doorcounty.com
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kenosha

Take a trip into
yesteryear with a
ride on an authentic
Electric Streetcar.
Kenosha’s beautifully
restored streetcars
travel a 2-mile loop,
providing a scenic
tour of the Lake Michigan shoreline, HarborPark, two historic
districts, downtown
business district and
the METRA train
station.
For over a century,
historic homes and
buildings in the Third
Avenue, Civic Center,
Library Park and Pearl
Street districts have
been preserved. Enjoy
a step-on guide
tour through one or
more. Discover Kenosha’s Italian history.
Feeling adventurous? Head to Boundless Adventures,
the eco-friendly aerial
adventure park. The
nine courses have four
difficulty levels. Each
course offers the thrill
of a zip line plus an
array of bridges and
ladders between the
tree platforms.

see

eat
PHOTOS: KENOSHA AREA CVB

Enjoy cannoli at Tenuta’s

the number of
g Delicatessen;
guests allowed in the store may be

“

limited. Find all things cheese at
Mars Cheese Castle. Hundreds
of cheese varieties, wine, sausage,
and a deli and full bar make it a
one-stop shop!

Tour The Civil War
Museum and be immersed
in the personal stories of
those impacted before,
during and after the war.
Kenosha History
Center relates Kenosha’s
story. The Rambler Legacy
Gallery presents the city’s
auto-making history. Visitors
may also explore Kenosha’s
maritime history next door
at the Southport Light
Station Museum. Add on
an 1866 Southport Lighthouse tower climb.

Kenosha offers a beautiful Lake Michigan shoreline, along with authentic streetcars, many
museums and historic properties, outdoor art, specialty shops and a delicious foodie scene to keep
your group entertained. Contact Eva Hoey for group tour assistance.

20

—Meridith Jumisko, public relations director, Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
February 2021

”

ask
Kenosha Area
Convention &
Visitors Bureau
262-857-7164
visitkenosha.com

midwest
TOUR CHARMING.
From a lakefront that stretches
for miles to the unique charms of
lighthouses, streetcars and museum
tours, Kenosha has something for
everyone. Schedule a group tour and
prepare for unexpected fun.

VISITKENOSHA.COM/groups

Experience
the Museum—
Virtually

Jaume Plensa. I, you, she or he…, 2006.

ROBERT NEUMANN

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | BALK CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING
1000 East Beltline Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525

MeijerGardens.org • #MeijerGardens

scan to Join

With 360-degree tours,
audio guides, and curator
talks available at mam.org,
you can enjoy a guided
tour experience from home.
Start exploring today.
Susan Meiselas: Through a Woman’s Lens virtual tour
installation view.

Network among industry colleAgues!
facebook.com/groups/grouptourmagazinevips
grouptourmagazine.com
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see

One of the world’s most
comprehensive and historically
significant collections of
glass objects is at the Toledo
Museum of Art Glass
Pavilion. Toledo’s image as the
Glass City of the United States
was firmly established by the
time the museum was founded
in 1901. In-person glassblowing
demonstrations at the museum
depend on Lucas County health
advisories and updates from the
Ohio Department of Health.
Toledo Zoo & Aquarium
includes the ProMedica Museum
of Natural History. Arrange
a guided tour of Schedel
Arboretum and Gardens in
Elmore. National Museum of
the Great Lakes reveals the
varied history of the Great Lakes.
Toledo Yacht Club, built in
1908 is historic, open for tours
and has a sit-down restaurant.

g

taste
Real Seafood Company
and Georgio’s International
Café are upscale eateries that
know how to take care of a
group. The original location of
Tony Packo’s Café is a must,
especially for fans of the TV
series M*A*S*H. Cpl. Maxwell
Q. Klinger, played by Toledo
native Jamie Farr, waxed poetic
over Packo’s Hungarian hot
dogs. Other motorcoach friendly
restaurants are Kobe Bay,
Souk Mediterranean and
Registry Bistro.
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PHOTO: TOLEDO MUSEUM OF ART

Find outdoor adventures and natural wonders
available at Metroparks Toledo, the recipient of
the 2020 National Gold Medal Award for excellence
in parks and recreation management, the most
prestigious honor in the parks and recreation
industry. More than 15 parks in the system connect
people to the outdoors. For tours from May through
October, book a Maumee River cruise aboard
The Sandpiper. Firenation Glass Studio and
Gallery offers glass-making experiences. Create
fused-glass artwork at Copper Moon Studio
Gallery & Gifts.

ask
Destination Toledo
419-321-6404
visittoledo.org

midwest

FANTASTIC GROUP
TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Home of the Minnesota Vikings &
Twin Cities Premium Outlets
Top rated attractions • 19 incredible hotels
Near Mall of America®
Twin Cities
Premium
Outlets®

Central Park
Commons

Mall of
America®

TAX-FREE
SHOPPING
on clothes
and shoes!

Group experiences

Found Only in SoIN

group
ad for custom
Contact Todd Re
or
82
12) 280-80
itineraries at (8
m
.co
IN
So
Todd@Go

Visit eaganmn.com or contact
Denise Olsen for more information
denise@eaganmn.com

@GoSoIN

JEFFERSONVILLE

·

CLARKSVILLE

·

NEW ALBANY

·

STARLIGHT

SoIN Tourism Group Tour Indiana 1_3 Page Ad Dec 2020.indd 1

ENJOY EAGAN
866-324-2620

12/16/20 3:32 PM

Pictured: Paradise Charter Cruises

We can't wait for your group to experience Minneapolis.

When the time is right, we'll be ready.

LEARN MORE

minneapolis.org/groups

Casey Kluver | CaseyK@minneapolis.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CAMBRIDGE GLASS
PHOTO: CAMBRIDGE/GUERNSEY COUNTY VCB

Cambridge/Guernsey County
highlights best of southeast Ohio
Location is a big plus for tours in
Cambridge/Guernsey County, Ohio.
Debbie Robinson is the executive
director of the Cambridge/Guernsey
County Visitors & Convention Bureau.
She said group tours appreciate the area’s
proximity to two major interstates and
the ease of getting to and from attractions, events and restaurants.
“The atmosphere is relaxed and
friendly in Cambridge/Guernsey County,
making a pleasant stay for any group,”
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Robinson said. “Our history is rich, and
all attractions, events and restaurants
share ‘their story’ with groups.”
She also noted Cambridge/Guernsey
County is in rural southeast Ohio so the
bureau can offer many outdoor and safely
distanced opportunities for groups.
Sales Manager Dixie Lacy will customize one of her many themed itineraries to suit a group’s needs and make all
of the reservations, offer directions to the
driver and videos/photos for the compa-

nies or receptives to use.
“Dixie is your “one-stop shop,” Robinson said.
Top attractions include Living Word
Outdoor Drama, National Museum of
Cambridge Glass, Dickens Victorian
Village and Moser Glass.
Living Word Outdoor Drama is
Ohio’s only outdoor Passion Play and
runs from June through September.
The nondenominational drama depicts
Christ’s last days. For a unique expe-

E GLASS
OUNTY VCB

midwest

rience, a group can choose to serve as
extras in the performance. If touring in
the off season, a guided tour of the facility
and set is available by appointment. Or,
groups can request a behind-the-scenes
tour before the performance.
At the National Museum of Cambridge Glass, experience what it was like
to work at The Cambridge Glass Company, in existence from 1902 to 1958.
Groups can dress as glassworkers and
hold the original tools that were used to
manufacture each piece. Stroll through
colorful displays featuring over 9,000
pieces of handmade Cambridge Glass.
Make a pencil rubbing from an authentic
etching plate once used by the company
known worldwide for quality.
Mosser Glass is a family-owned glass
factory that offers groups an interesting
learning experience. On a guided tour
through the facility, talented craftsmen

share the process of glass making. Check
out the show room and gift shop, offering
glassware and many other items available
for purchase.
Each holiday season (November–
Jan. 1), historic downtown Cambridge
is transformed into Dickens Victorian
Village. A total of 168 handcrafted characters depict life in London and characters from the novels of Charles Dickens.
Customized packages can be created to
include regional holiday destinations like
Oglebay’s Festival of Lights; Historic Roscoe Village in Coshocton; A Dickens of
a Christmas in Columbus; A Story-book
Christmas in Zanesville; and Nutcracker
Village in Steubenville. n
Cambridge/Guernsey County
Visitors & Convention Bureau
740-432-2022
visitguernseycounty.com
LIVING WORD OUTDOOR DRAMA
PHOTO: CAMBRIDGE/GUERNSEY COUNTY VCB
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Find your next adventure in Tuscarawas County, Ohio

HOP ABOARD the

traveltusc.com
800-527-3387

grouptour@traveltusc.com
JOHNSTON FARM
& INDIAN AGENCY

General Harrison!
Learn about the earliest settlers to Southwest
Ohio and see how it was living on the
Johnston Farm in the early 1800’s. Tour
the museum, historic farmhouse,
cider house, spring house and
enjoy a relaxing ride aboard
the General Harrison
canal boat!
Plan your group tour at
homegrowngreat.com.

| 937-339-1044

Where History &
Adventure Await
at Mosser Glass

visitguernseycounty.com
800.933.5480
grouptourmagazine.com
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ILLINOIS

Let Visit Springfield be your one-stop shop authority on all things Springfield, Illinois!
We pride ourselves in making your experience amazing in every way, including your
itinerary, accommodations and culinary delights! Call on me today!
—Terry Truman, motorcoach specialist, Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau

”

shop
Pease’s at BUNN
Gourmet makes artisan
chocolates in the on-site
chocolate production
theater, gourmet roasted
nuts or a variety of fresh
popcorn flavors. Other
specialty items include
USDA Prime and Choice
beef from the Bunn Family
Quarter B Farm, specialty
soup kits, artisan salts and
unique spice blends. Tour
opportunities include
demonstrations with the
chocolate and production
room and samples of the
goodies.

see
Springfield offers many
attractions connected to
Abraham Lincoln, such as
the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum,
Lincoln’s New Salem,
the Lincoln Tomb, the
Old State Capitol and the
Lincoln Home.
But there’s more,
including the DanaThomas House, a Frank
Lloyd Wright design; Route
66 remnants and the
1908 Race Riot Mural.

g

PHOTO: SCVB

g

ask
Springfield Convention
& Visitors Bureau
217-789-2360, ext. 5525
visitspringfieldillinois.com
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eat
In Springfield, you
have to try a Horseshoe
Sandwich. Found at most
local restaurants, the
Horseshoe Sandwich is
two slices of toasted Texas
toast, topped with your
choice of meat, then covered
with French fries and
drenched with homemade
cheese sauce. Chef Joe
Schweska created the
sandwich in 1928. The idea
came about with the help of
Elizabeth, Chef Schweska’s
wife, after he came home
saying he needed a new
lunch item for the Leland
Hotel Restaurant. The name
horseshoe came from the
shape of the cut of ham used
in the original sandwich.
The French fries represent
the nails of the horseshoe,
and the sizzling platter
represents the hot anvil.

midwest

Examine modern agriculture at Fair Oaks Farms
Learning and fun go together at Fair
Oaks Farms in Fair Oaks, Indiana. Groups
can explore the attractions by visiting the
Dairy Adventure, the Pig Adventure and
the Crop Adventure. They learn about
animals, farming practices and nutrition.
“Our adventures include bus tours to
the dairy and pig farms where groups will
see the cows up-close through windows
while being milked on a rotary and even
by robots in the new, state-of-the-art
Robotic Dairy that opened March 2020,”
said Sharon St. Myer, tour and travel sales
manager. “The Pig Farm is where they see
mom when we get her, when she is pregnant and then with all of the piglets.”
During the fall months, Fair Oaks
Farms has a U-pick apple orchard with
eight varieties of apples, a pumpkin patch
and sunflower field. In the winter, groups
can walk through the Holiday Lights Trail
and visit the Holiday Market. Springtime
has some new events coming this year, St.
Myer said. All these things can be added
on for a minimal fee.
“Groups of all ages love seeing the

animals,” St. Myers said. “Adult groups
enjoy seeing how farming has progressed
through the years. There are many people
that visit who grew up on farms and
remember how things were done in the
past. They come visit us and are amazed
at the new and unique innovations. Of
course, everyone loves getting our delicious ice cream too!”
Fair Oaks Farms offers various group
tour packages Monday through Friday
for groups of 20 or more people. These
packages include the Adventures, a meal
and a coupon for a single scoop of ice
cream in a cup from the COWfé. The
packages are all-inclusive with tax and
service charge. Each Adventure takes
about 1½–2 hours. Reservations are
required, and a deposit is due 60 days
before the group tour.
Groups not wanting to purchase a
package can get the group rate for the
Adventures only. This is offered seven
days a week for groups of 20 or more.
Reservations are required two weeks
before the groups arrival. Some group

leaders choose this option and let their
people do lunch on their own to cut back
on expenses.
Fair Oaks Farms offers two on-site
restaurants: The Farmhouse Restaurant
with farm-to-table dining and The COWfé, offering the “almost famous” grilled
cheese, along with other sandwiches,
soups, salads, and, of course, ice cream.
“We have a unique, state of the art
Fairfield Inn & Suites at Fair Oaks Farms
that opened in January 2018,” St. Myer
said. “This on-site hotel is connected
with an enclosed walkway to the Farmhouse Restaurant & Conference Center.
There is an indoor pool, exercise room
and indoor/outdoor whirlpool. Complimentary breakfast is available for all hotel
guests. The hotel has 99 rooms. Plus, it
is a great location for groups to hub and
spoke since we are conveniently located
off Interstate 65.” n
Fair Oaks Farms
219-394-5332
fofarms.com

BARN-SHAPED FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES, FAIR OAKS FARMS
PHOTO: FAIR OAKS FARMS

grouptourmagazine.com
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Make sure cameras and
charged up for a visit to
Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore.
Lake Michigan’s turquoise
waters set against the sand
dunes create extraordinary
views. Pierce Stocking
Scenic Drive, which snakes
its way through the steep
rolling hills and forest of the
Lake Michigan shoreline,
provides stunning overlooks
of the Glen Lakes, the
Sleeping Bear Dunes and
Lake Michigan. COVID-19
affected the lakeshore’s
50th anniversary in 2020.
To make up for missed
opportunities, the national
lakeshore is forging ahead
with a “51 is the new
50” mindset to keep the
momentum going.

g

taste
Old Mission Peninsula in Grand Traverse Bay is at
the right latitude for growing wine grapes. Check out the 10
wineries on the Old Mission Peninsula Wine Trail, sample
their award-winning wines and marvel at the peninsula’s
natural beauty. Kilwins Chocolate Kitchen in Petoskey
has temporarily suspended tours, but visitors can watch
chocolates and other confections being made.

see
Listen to music-making
machines of the past at The
Music House Museum
in Williamsburg. Discover
the mushroom houses
of Charlevoix with a
step-on guide from the
Charlevoix Historical
Society. Get a step-on
history tour of the “painted
ladies,” colorful Victorian
homes and cottages in
the lakeshore resort of
Petoskey. Discover Ernest
Hemmingway’s true love
and fascinating stories about
historic Bay View. Stop at the
historic Gaslight District
for lunch and shopping.

g

ask
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF CIRCLE MICHIGAN
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Circle Michigan
800-513-6424
circlemichigan.com

SITE
78

DISCOVER

HOLLAND
WINDMILL
ISLAND
GARDENS
Come visit and enjoy
a tour of America’s only
authentic, working
Dutch windmill, the
bold sounds of our
Amsterdam street
organ, the splendor of
beautiful annual and
perennial gardens, a
bag of windmill flour or
a Dutch treat from our
gift shop. All this and
more from mid-April
through early October!

UNIQUE DUTCH ATTRACTIONS • ITINERARY ASSISTANCE
SITE VISITS • FAMILIARIZATION TOURS • PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS
78 East 8th Street • Holland, MI • 800.506.1299 • holland.org/groups
ANNUAL TULIP TIME FESTIVAL MAY 1-9, 2021
Outdoor Events • Timed Ticketing • 5 Million Tulips

TULIP TIME
FESTIVAL
May 1-9, 2021
tuliptime.com

midwest

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
celebrates 50th anniversary
Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore is re-commemorating its first
50 years with a year-long celebration in
2021. The lakeshore was established in
1970 to preserve the area’s unique geologic and cultural features.
Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore is located in the northwest
corner of the Michigan’s lower peninsula
on the east coast of Lake Michigan. The
lakeshore’s dunes are perched atop large
headlands that are glacial moraines.
Dune overlooks at Sleeping Bear, Empire
and Pyramid Point bluffs are about 400
feet above Lake Michigan.
“It’s a phenomenally beautiful place,”
said Merrith Baughman, park ranger.
“And the diverse geological and cultural
features make it an interesting location
well suited to tours.”
The Philip A. Hart Visitor Center
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in Empire is a good place to get oriented. Groups see a film on the national
lakeshore, and exhibits present the area’s
natural and human history.
Glen Haven, a small logging village on
the Lake Michigan shoreline, served as a
wooding station for ship traffic in the 1800s.
“Most of the wooding stations are
gone, but Glen Haven still exists,” Baughman said.
The Cannery Boathouse Museum, located in a former cherry cannery, houses
historic boats used around Glen Haven
and the Manitou Islands. A blacksmith
shop is open in the summer.
The Maritime Museum, just west
of Glen Haven and also open in the
summer, shares the history of the U.S.
Life-Saving Service, U.S. Coast Guard
and Great Lakes shipping. The museum
is located in the former Sleeping Bear

Point Life-Saving Station.
Baughman recommended the 7.4-mile
Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive as a mustdo activity for groups. The drive yields
incredible vistas of the Glen Lakes, the
Sleeping Bear Dunes and Lake Michigan.
“A lot of people don’t realize how
big Lake Michigan is until they take the
drive,” Baughman said. “It really is an
inland sea. And the color of the water is
unbelievably blue.”
Groups that call in advance can
arrange for a step-on guide and a ranger
tour at Glen Haven. Commercial motorcoach tours pay a fee based on the
seating capacity of the coach. n
Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore
231-326-4700
nps.gov/slbe

PHOTO: NPS
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YOUTH TRAVEL
planner
scan to subscribe

“America’s Largest Family Restaurant”

World Famous
Family Style
Chicken Dinners
and Much More
For upcoming 2021 Lunch & Dinner
Shows, please visit our website at
WWW.ZEHNDERS.COM

YOUTHTRAVELPLANNER.com/subscribe

Dining • Shopping • Lodging • Golf

FOR RESERVATIONS
CALL 855-469-6031

730 S. Main, Frankenmuth, MI ~ www.zehnders.com

...where it’s Always
the Season to be Jolly!

World’s Largest Christmas Store
A shopper’s dream...especially
for Christmas lovers.
www.bronners.com
800-ALL-YEAR 989-652-9931

(recorded information)

Scan to explore more

DMCVB912X20_GroupTourist_PrintAd_7.25x4.75.indd 1
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SHOWING
OUR TRUE
COLORS
Explore Detroit’s colorful past and present. Marvel
at the Guardian Building, an art deco architectural masterpiece
alive with vibrant tiles, mosaics and marble fixtures. Stroll The Belt,
a culturally redefined alley lined with lively murals and engaging
art installations. Tour street art that paints the city with bold tones
and even bolder statements. Our GO Safely initiative is our pledge
to ensure we’re committed to your health and safety. So when
you’re ready to visit, you know we’re ready for you.

31

12/15/20 10:29 PM
grouptourmagazine.com

northeast

Philadelphia
outdoor art
Explore sculpture, mosaics and murals in the City of Brotherly Love
By David Hoekman
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Public art has been a big thing in
Philadelphia for a long time. In fact,
the country’s first private organization
dedicated to public art, now known as
the Association for Public Art (aPA), was
formed in Philadelphia in 1872.
The aPA is dedicated to creating a “museum without walls” by integrating public
art and urban design.
Groups can follow one of aPA’s six
self-guided public art tours to uncover an
array of sculptures around the city. Tours
are grouped by location and are bicycle
friendly, walking friendly or both. Its
Museum Without Walls™: AUDIO guide
is an outdoor sculpture audio program for
Philadelphia’s preeminent collection of
public art. The multi-platform interactive
audio experience — available for free by
cellphone, mobile app, audio download or
on the web — offers unique histories not
usually expressed on outdoor signs.
Percent for Art
Philadelphia pioneered the Percent
for Art model in 1959. Under this model,
site-specific public art must be included
in new construction or major renovation
projects, usually in the amount of 1% of
the total budget.
The programs have commissioned
more than 650 works, including sculptures
on public streets, installations hanging
from ceilings in public and private buildings, paintings that brighten underground
subway stations and unusual light displays.
The Office of Arts, Culture and the
Creative Economy has published A Guide
to Philadelphia’s Public Art, an abbreviated
walking guide, which can be found online
for free.
Mural Arts Philadelphia
Mural Arts Philadelphia, founded in
1984 as part of the Philadelphia Anti-Graffiti Network, is dedicated to the belief that
art ignites change. The program engages
communities in 50 to 100 public art projects
each year and maintains its growing collection (over 4,000 works of community-based

public art) through a restoration initiative.
The core program areas — Art Education,
Restorative Justice and Porch Light — yield
unique, project-based learning opportunities for thousands of youth and adults.
Private tours can be done by foot, wheels
or train. And Mural Arts offers many fun
participatory experiences and activities for
groups. For instance, to unleash artistic
talents join in on a paint day. Tours can be
customized to meet a group’s interests.
Must-see artwork
Artist Robert Indiana was asked to lend
his aluminum-molded LOVE sculpture
to Philadelphia in honor of the U.S.
Bicentennial in 1976. It was placed in JFK
Plaza, which has since become known
as LOVE Park and is probably the most
selfie-friendly spot in Philadelphia.
The Rocky movies were set Philadelphia and no trip to the city is complete
without a visit to the Rocky steps and the
Rocky statue at the Philadelphia Museum
of Art. The statue was created as a prop
for a scene in Rocky III. But actor Sylvester
Stallone gave it to Philadelphia in 1982, as
he felt that the fictional fighter Rocky Balboa was symbolic of the city, where anyone
from anywhere can succeed with grit and
hard work.
Mosaic artist Isaiah Zagar’s work
features cut mirrors, broken tile and found
objects held in place by multi-colored
grout. The epicenter of his art is Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens, spanning three city
blocks at 1020 South Street. Begun as a
way to revitalize his neighborhood with
public art installations, his work — and
similar works by admirers — can now be
found on hundreds of surfaces in the city,
mainly walls but also benches and doors.
One of the most famous statues of
French sculptor Auguste Rodin, The Thinker,
sits in front of the Rodin Museum. n

LOVE SCULPTURE / PHOTO: K HUFF FOR PHLCVB

PHILADELPHIA MAGIC GARDENS / PHOTO: K HUFF FOR PHLCVB

THEATRE OF LIFE MURAL BY MEG SALIGMAN / PHOTO: B LATHROP FOR PHLCVB

Philadelphia Convention
& Visitors Bureau
215-636-3300
discoverphl.com
THE THINKER BY AUGUSTE RODIN / PHOTO: P LOFTLAND FOR PHLCVB
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At the Johnstown Flood Museum in downtown Johnstown,
view The Johnstown Flood, the only museum-commissioned
documentary that has won an Academy Award® in the short subject
documentary category. The film, exhibits and artifacts tell the story
of the devastating 1889 flood. See the remains of the South Fork
Dam at the Johnstown Flood National Memorial in South
Fork. A visitor center holds exhibits and a life-size debris wall.

do

g

ask
Visit Johnstown
814-536-7993
visitjohnstownpa.com
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Hike or bike the Path of
the Flood Trail. Interpretive
signs relate the story of the
rushing waters and the terrible
aftermath. At Mineral Point,
the trail joins the Staple Bend
Tunnel Trail and continues
from the Franklin Borough
Ball Field to the Johnstown
Flood Museum.
A self-guided walking
tour highlights the most
notable buildings in the
National Historic District of
downtown Johnstown,
including many that survived
the 1889 flood.
Coal Tubin’
Adventures offers tubing,
rafting and kayaking. The
company also offers bicycling
adventures and will shuttle
groups to certain bike trails,
including the path of the flood.
Bottle Works, located
in the historic Cambria City
area of Johnstown, presents
exhibits, workshops, outdoor
festivals, cooking classes, art
classes, performances and
special events.
Stroll through the Mount
Assisi Sunken Gardens
in Loretto. Beautiful flower
gardens, fountains, rock
gardens, shrines, reflection
ponds and religious statues
are located on the property of
the Franciscan Friars, open to
the public from dawn to dusk.
This is the former summer
estate of Bethlehem Steel
magnate Charles Schwab.

VISIT1000ISLANDS.COM/GROUP-TOURS

Breathtaking scenery, endless shorelines and exciting, one-of-a-kind attractions blend
to create a unique and memorable destination. Our partners are following all
recommended guidelines and are committed to making your group’s visit amazing.
For Planning Assistance Contact
Tillie Youngs, Sales Manager, tillie@visit1000islands.com • 800-847-5263

northeast

Rivers of Steel shares Pittsburgh’s industrial past
Pittsburgh’s industrial heritage comes
into sharp focus at the Rivers of Steel
signature attractions.
At the Carrie Blast Furnaces, take the
Industrial Tour of this National Historic
Landmark — a vestige of Pittsburgh’s
20th-century domination of the steel industry. With its 92-foot twin blast furnaces
towering over the Monongahela River, this
site entices visitors to marvel at the scale
and legacy of its industrial might.
During a 90-minute guided walking
tour, groups learn about the technology
and hard work that transformed raw materials into fiery, molten iron. The history
of immigration and the Great Migration
are integral to the history of the site, as are
the stories of its workers and their culture.
Rivers of Steel’s tours on the Explorer
riverboat allow passengers to take in
downtown’s shores and skylines from the
vantage point of Pittsburgh’s three rivers.
Groups can book a private charter or join
a public tour of Rivers of Steel’s signature
sightseeing cruise, PGH 101: An Intro
to Innovation, which reveals how the

PHOTO: RICHARD KELLY FOR RIVERS OF STEEL
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region’s landscape, wealth of natural resources and the character of its residents
have shaped it into a dynamic city with
a legacy of innovation. Onboard the Explorer, groups have the option to dine on
the water by booking a private lunch or
dinner cruise during the 90-minute tour.
“Our group tour experiences really get
to the heart of the steel town story,” said
Carly McCoy, director of marketing and
sales at Rivers of Steel. “On the Explorer
riverboat, both natives and newcomers to
the city are always surprised by just how
much Pittsburgh has been on the world
stage throughout its history. People might
know Pittsburgh for its sports teams,
their favorite condiment Heinz ketchup,
Andrew Carnegie’s steel mills, or as the
crux of the French and Indian War. But
they might not know that it’s a modern
robotics hub where self-driving cars are
tested on our streets. Or that the city’s
Hill District is where playwright August
Wilson was raised and the setting of his
Pittsburgh Cycle of plays chronicling the
complexities of African American life in

each decade of the 20th century. Or that
Mister Rogers called Pittsburgh home
and was our actual neighbor.”
Special experiences available only to
groups include the Babushkas and Hard
Hats Tour, which packages a tour of the
Carrie Blast Furnaces with visits to two
nearby Rivers of Steel sites related to the
1892 Homestead Lockout and Strike,
along with an immigrant-inspired lunch
that takes diners back to the aromas and
flavors of grandma’s kitchen. This tour
gets to the heart of the Steel Town story
and is of particular interest to groups
interested in industry, immigration, the
Great Migration, factory tours, the environmental impacts of industry and the
ways that art can revive communities.
Groups love adding a metal arts
workshop to their visit to the Carrie Blast
Furnaces or a graffiti arts tour and workshop. Arts workshops are just one of the
ways Rivers of Steel explores the post-industrial era of the region’s legacy.
“Whether participants craft their
own artworks cast in molten metal right
before their eyes or gain an appreciation
for aerosol art techniques while creating
their own canvas wall art, these hands-on
experiences create personal souvenirs for
travelers, as well as lasting memories,”
McCoy said.
Rivers of Steel works with tour operators to design and book customized
group tour packages throughout the
Pittsburgh area for student, adult, senior
and niche travelers based around themes
that can have everything — or nothing — to do with industry. Some of the
most popular itineraries include Wine
& Wright (which includes a visit to Fallingwater, a Frank Lloyd Wright-designed
UNESCO World Heritage Site), Pittsburgh Places of Worship, The Artistry
of Industry, the Whiskey Rebellion and
STEAM City. n
Rivers of Steel
412-464-4020, ext. 246
riversofsteel.com

Rivers of Steel Heritage Tours
Pittsburgh and Western PA Receptive Travel Services & Heritage Attractions

Carrie Blast Furnaces National Historic Landmark
An Industrial Legacy. An Artistic Muse. A Post-Industrial Cathedral.

Partner with Rivers of Steel Tours, a Pittsburgh-area receptive that offers step-on
guides, driving tours, ready-made & custom itineraries. Ask about Babuskas &
Hard Hats: The Steel Town Tour—a journey that connects travelers with the people,
places, and events that made Pittsburgh the steel-making capital of the world!
Contact: Brianna Horan
412.464.4020 x 246 | bhoran@riversofsteel.com

northeast

Faith and Liberty Discovery Center
to examine Bible’s impact
Faith and Liberty Discovery Center in downtown Philadelphia aims to
complete what organizers believe has
been a missing narrative in the story of
America’s birth: the Bible’s influence on
the Founding Fathers.
The center is scheduled to open later
this year on Independence Mall. An
inclusive experience, the center invites
visitors of all backgrounds — embracing
those from all faiths to no faith — to
examine core American values and to
consider what these values mean today.
The center will feature six galleries
that explore common values among
three historic documents: The Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and the Bible. Each gallery — based
individually on faith, justice, liberty, unity, hope and love — will offer outsized
38
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media experiences.
Visitors will be able to engage with
stories through film, interactive media, imagery, artifacts, discussion and
reflection. Guiding each visitor will be an
interactive lamp with which they can collect and save information, downloading it
to personal devices for future reference.
“Faith and Liberty Discovery Center
is truly is an immersive experience using
behind-the-scenes technology that will
be new to museums,” said Lisa Arrell,
senior manager of sales and marketing.
“Guests will be guided through the
galleries with a brilliant — in more ways
than one — hand-held lamp which will
not only help bring exhibits to life, it will
also be used to collect content on those
that mean the most to visitors, allowing
them to share and to save them. Upon

departure, guests will be given a personal code that will allow them to access
their saved memories online from the
comfort of home.”
Guests will be able to continue their
experience after they leave the center
using the Faith and Liberty Trail app,
a guided walking tour that will connect several historic sites in Old City
Philadelphia. It will guide people to
these locations and allow them to stand
in many historic spots that have been
directly influenced by the Bible, in some
instances virtually re-creating structures
that no longer exist.
“We hope visitors will gain a more
complete understanding of the common
values that guided our Founding Fathers
as they set the foundation of our nation,”
Arrell said. “We expect many will leave

northeast

Element Hotels
Extended Stay Reimagined

JUNE 5-13, 2021
NOW BLOOMING
OUTDOORS AT FDR PARK

Revitalize your stay with
a complimentary full hot
breakfast and bus parking,
fast & free WiFi, and more.
Find Prudential Center,
NJPAC, and Manhattan
just minutes away.

Element Harrison-Newark
399 Somerset Street
Harrison, NJ 07029
elementhotels.com 1 877 element

with an understanding of how faith
guides liberty toward justice.”
The center offers tiered group rates
and is developing special group activities
which will be unveiled at a future date.
“The center’s price point and length
of stay — groups should allow about 90
minutes — make it an easy addition to
Philadelphia itineraries and a recommended first stop on any tour of historic
Philadelphia,” Arrell said.
A virtual museum shop will allow
visitors to design their own souvenirs to
be delivered to them afterward. A selection of souvenirs will also be available
for purchase on-site. n
Faith and Liberty Discovery Center
215-309-0316
faithandliberty.org/grouptours

PHSonline.org
advtix@pennhort.org

GREAT THEATRE IN THE HEART
OF NIAGARA WINE COUNTRY

2021 SEASON
Featuring Gypsy, Charley’s Aunt,
The Devil’s Disciple and Sherlock
Holmes and The Raven’s Curse.

©2019 Marriott Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. For full terms & conditions visit
elementharrisonnewark.com

Group Tour Magazine

FreescanSubscription
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scan to subscribe

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW

Kate Hennig.

RENDERING: FAITH AND LIBERTY
DISCOVERY CENTER

Book our best rates and
special packages at
elementharrisonnewark.com
or call 973 484 1500.

MAKE YOUR GROUP RESERVATION NOW

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
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Uncover Boston’s past and enjoy its
distinctively modern edge by following some of
the city’s trails.
One of the city’s most famous trails is The
Freedom Trail, the 2½-mile red-brick trail
through Boston’s historic neighborhoods that
tells the story of the American Revolution. Visit
landmarks of the Revolutionary era, from the
Old North Church to Faneuil Hall. Freedom Trail
walking tours led by 18th-century costumed
guides are available as private tours for groups.
Private and custom tours may be tailored to fit
any schedule and are available year-round for any
group size.
The Black Heritage Trail is a 1.6-mile
walking tour that explores the history of Boston’s
19th-century African American community who
primarily lived on the north slope of Beacon Hill.
Boston’s Irish Heritage Trail celebrates
Irish immigrants and their descendants. Learn
about Irish-American sculptors, poets, veterans
and politicians — such as John F. Kennedy and
James Michael Curley.
The Native American Trail links a
number of historic markers, landmarks and
monuments in the Greater Boston area.
The Boston Equality Tour follows the
route of the city’s first Gay Pride March in 1971
and offers information about different services,
community organizations, issues and individuals
related to the route.

see
History is everywhere in Boston. Stop at The
Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum and
Museum of African American History.
Art lovers will enjoy the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston and the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum.

ask
PHOTO: MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE OF TRAVEL & TOURISM
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Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau
617-867-8203
bostonusa.com

northeast

Mystic Aquarium provides diverse
set of animals, experiences
Groups entering Mystic Aquarium’s campus will immediately spy New
England’s only beluga whales. As guests
continue the trek around the outdoor
habitats, they’ll see rare Steller sea lions
and Northern Fur seals, not to mention a
colony of African penguins.
Over 300 species of marine animals
live in the aquarium’s indoor and outdoor
habitats. There are interactive experiences
such as touch habitats featuring sharks,
stingrays and crabs, and a variety of theater experiences, including virtual reality,
4D and the popular California sea lion
training presentations in the Foxwoods
Marine Theater.
For over 45 years, Mystic Aquarium,
located in Mystic, Connecticut, has been
a place where lasting memories are made.
“But it’s not all fun and games at Mystic
Aquarium,” said Dale Wolbrink, senior
director, public relations. “Visit our
Animal Rescue Clinic. This very special
facility is a place where injured animals
are rehabbed, non-releasable animals find
a home and all receive world-class animal
care. Through the work of educators,
veterinarians and research scientists, it
is also where advancements are made
toward ocean conservation.”
What impresses many group visitors,
according to Wolbrink, is the diversity of
the aquarium’s animals and their unique

PHOTOS: MYSTIC AQUARIUM

stories. “Adult groups often marvel at the
everyday educational impact,” he said.
“Many are often surprised and delighted
to learn that Mystic Aquarium is a leading conservation research organization,
Mystic Aquarium employs a full staff of
scientists engaged in projects focused on
the conservation and sustainability of our
ocean planet.”
Encounter programs allow guests to
engage with species ambassadors. Citizen
Science and Ocean Ambassador activities
include amphibian monitoring, horseshoe crab counts and beach cleanups. A
number of group discounts are available.
“Whether you’re with a club or
organization, organizing a tour or school
group, or simply planning to visit with a
large group of family and friends, it’s easy
to enjoy a great day at the aquarium,”
Wolbrink said. Group rates are available
for 10 or more paying guests. Reservations are required at least 48 hours in

advance. Parking is always free.
At the time of publication, the aquarium can accommodate group reservations
for 25 people or less, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Wolbrink noted Mystic makes a fine
coastal destination. Visitors can sail the
salty waters, meet the animals of the
oceans, marvel at modern art or just
relax by the shore. After shopping in
the historic downtown or at the nearby
Olde Mystick Village, groups can indulge
in local fare and enjoy locally sourced
wines from the Connecticut Wine Trail
or locally crafted beers. For those with
an additional thirst for summertime
adventure, there’s paddle boarding and
other watersports plus paintball and zip
line courses nearby. n
Mystic Aquarium
860-572-5955
mysticaquarium.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Concord reveals its many stories
Concord, Massachusetts, just west of
Boston, is known for its prominent role
in the Revolutionary War and in literary
history.
A good place to begin is the Town
of Concord Visitor Center, where there
are maps, merchandise and information
about tours, said Beth Williams, tourism
manager for the Town of Concord. The
tourism manager, a new, year-round
municipal employee, oversees the visitor
center and offers concierge-level service
to all groups.
“We can create custom itineraries,
offer step-on guides, walking and biking
tours as well as assist with booking all
meals, lodging and attractions in Concord,” Williams said.
The Town of Concord has two dedicated short-term motorcoach parking
spots in Concord Center as well as longterm parking options.
“Concord truly is a town for all
seasons,” Williams said. “Whether
enjoying the famous celebrations around
Patriot’s Day, strolling Walden Pond in

summer, hiking along one of more than
17 dedicated trails, visiting one of our
many literary hot spots or culturally rich
attractions, or shopping and dining at our
quaint downtown areas, there is something for everyone every day of the year.”
The Concord Museum is the one
place where all of Concord’s past is
brought to life through an inspiring
collection of historical, literary and
decorative arts treasures. Williams said
the museum has newly renovated gallery
space and a special new exhibit dedicated
to the first day of the Revolutionary War.
The museum welcomes bus groups of
all ages with educational programs and
easy and free parking. During the coronavirus pandemic the museum is open
by reservation only, with new online
exhibitions.
At Minute Man National Historical
Park and the North Bridge, the opening battle of the American Revolution
is brought to life as visitors explore the
battlefields and structures associated with
April 19, 1775. Virtual ranger program-

ORCHARD HOUSE
PHOTO: ORCHARD HOUSE

ming is offered during the pandemic.
Orchard House is most noted for
being where Louisa May Alcott wrote
and set her beloved classic, Little Women,
in 1868 at a “shelf desk” her father built
especially for her. Although temporarily closed due to COVID-19, Orchard
House normally offers guided tours and
educational programs for groups. Special
online programming is available during
the COVID crisis. n
Concord Visitor Center
978-287-1064
visitconcord.org















PATRIOTS DAY CELEBRATION
PHOTO: TOWN OF CONCORD
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NORTH BRIDGE
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Maryland
and the

Many Ways
to Enjoy It
INDULGE IN WORLD-FAMOUS SEAFOOD

If you want to wow your group with unforgettable
moments around seafood, Maryland is one of the world’s
best destinations. Immerse your group in the crab-loving
lifestyle with a crab feast at one of dozens of famous
seafood dining spots, like Suicide Bridge Restaurant on the
Choptank River. For a comprehensive seafood experience,
include stops along the Maryland Crab & Oyster Trail. This
unique route offers its visitors a true sense of Maryland’s
waterman culture.

FIND THE PERFECT WATER EXPERIENCE

Maryland’s waterways are a fundamental part of its
allure. Give your group front-row seats to the largest
estuary in the United States by embarking on the
Chesapeake Bay Loop. Or get your group on the water
with available guided boat rides in Baltimore, Annapolis, St.
Michaels, Smith Island, Chesapeake City and Ocean City.

FEEL THE POWER OF HISTORY

History buffs will feel at home in the nation’s seventholdest state. Let your group witness the incredible bravery
of Harriet Tubman as you follow in her footsteps and
discover the Underground Railroad. Provide your group
with a dose of military history at destinations such as Fort
McHenry in Baltimore. Or take advantage of Maryland’s
close proximity to Washington, D.C. and its many historical,
political and cultural landmarks.

If you’re open for providing your group
with the trip of a lifetime, Maryland is open for you.
Learn more at visitmaryland.org/groups
or contact Rich Gilbert at rgilbert@visitmaryland.org
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d
Montgomery County

Hagerstown

There is no shortage of wide-open
spaces in Montgomery County. Explore our
scenic byways, wineries, breweries, historic
attractions and pick-your-own farms in the
county’s 93,000-acres Agricultural Reserve.
Discover the wonders of the Potomac River’s
Great Falls, hike Sugarloaf Mountain, go
birdwatching at the C&O Canal National
Historical Park or relax among the flora and
fauna at Brookside Gardens. Round out your
day of excitement with a sumptuous meal
at one of more than 1,800 restaurants.
Maryland. Open.

Take the Scenic Route! Hagerstown offers
three Scenic Byways: the Antietam Campaign, C&O Canal, and the Historic National
Road. See Antietam National Battlefield and
Civil War historical sites, and our award-winning Under Ground Railroad of Hagerstown
trail. Drive one to visit our outstanding
Museum of Fine Arts, take in exciting performances at the Maryland Theatre and dine
in group-friendly restaurants for local flavor.
Taste our award-winning wines at vineyards
that are surrounded by breathtaking mountain scenery. Visit our website for fun-filled
itineraries! Maryland – Open for You!

240-641-6750
visitmontgomery.com

301-791-3246
visithagerstown.com

Experience
Prince George’s
Explore the beauty, vibrancy and allure of
Prince George’s County, MD – the Capital
Region’s ultimate experience! Located
across the Potomac River from Washington,
D.C., visitors are enamored by the county’s
many amenities and adventures from the
National Harbor, the iconic Capital Wheel,
MGM Casino and Tanger Outlets, to the hip
districts and scenic vineyards. This delightful
destination is great for prestige shopping,
premier golfing, exquisite dining, historical
culture and arts. We’re ready to welcome you!
301-925-8300
experienceprincegeorges.com
info@experiencepgc.com

Ocean City

Frederick

Carroll County

Ocean City is open with its beautiful
beach and boardwalk, and ready to see your
group! Throughout the pandemic, Ocean
City maintained all safety measures. We look
forward to keeping our guests safe as we
journey through the recover together. the
beach is calling! Come enjoy the wide-open
Atlantic Beach as you begin to travel again!

Dine at restaurants serving up cuttingedge cuisine, shop dozens of specialty
shops and experience galleries & theaters
in Downtown Frederick. History enthusiasts
seek out Civil War battlefields, museums,
and memorable sites. Wander picturesque
mountain trails in national and state parks.
Sip and sample at dozens of wineries,
breweries, and distilleries in hip & historic
Frederick County, Maryland.

A day away with friends to explore new
places…Carroll County welcomes you
to discover our historic sites: Union Mills
Homestead (take home some stoneground
corn meal) or the Carroll Farm Museum;
lunch at Antrim 1844-a 175-year old mansion
decorated in a classic style, and enjoy our
scenic views while traveling our awardwinning Barn Quilt Trail. Our Progressive
Lunch Tour provides it all.

800-999-3613
visitfrederick.org

800-272-1933
carrollcountytourism.org

800-626-2326
Norma Dobrowolski
ndobrowolski@ococean.com
ococean.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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eat
Dig in to some
Maryland blue
crabs. Pick your own
at a traditional crab
feast, eat a crab cake
or add crab meat to a
simple dish.

g

see
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B & O Railroad
Museum, known as the
birthplace of American
railroading, offers a variety
of tours for adults, seniors or
preformed groups.
The National Aquarium
reveals an underwater world of
beautiful and unusual animals
and habitats.
Explore Fort McHenry
National Monument and
Historic Shrine. During the
War of 1812, Fort McHenry was
instrumental in the defense of
Baltimore against British attack,
a victory that inspired Francis
Scott Key to write the “The StarSpangled Banner.”
The Reginald F. Lewis
Museum of Maryland
African American History
& Culture shares information
and inspiration about African
American Marylanders.

baltimore

Hop aboard the
Baltimore Water
Taxi to connect with
neighborhoods like the
Inner Harbor, Federal
Hill, Fell’s Point and
Harbor East. Sit back
and enjoy the view.
Another on-thewater option is the
Chessie Dragon
paddle boats
and electric Pirate
Ships of Baltimore,
which are operated
and managed by Living
Classrooms Foundation
in Baltimore’s Inner
Harbor.

ask
Visit Baltimore
410-659-7090
baltimore.org

THE OCEAN IS OPEN.

START PLANNING TODAY!
From our free 10-mile beach to our three-mile boardwalk,
our 200+ restaurants, 300+ shops and countless great places
to stay–memories await! We can’t wait to see you soon!
CALL NORMA DOBROWOLSKI | 800.626.2326
OCOCEAN.COM/GROUP-TRAVEL
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REDISCOVER ATLANTIC CITY

The Story Continues

From top-notch dining experiences,
luxury hotel accommodations, entertainment and more, Atlantic City has more
than enough to make it a perfect and safe
getaway.
Take a stroll on the world-famous
Boardwalk, bask in the glowing sun or
take a dip in the Atlantic Ocean.
Located on the world-famous Boardwalk and steps from the casino resorts,
the historic Steel Pier will channel your
inner youth with amusement rides and
games. One pier, one wheel, endless fun.
Step onto one of the 40 climate controlled gondolas on Atlantic City’s newest
attraction, The Wheel. The third largest
Wheel in the United States.

Shopping never goes out of season and
Atlantic City’s Tanger Outlets The Walk
on Michigan and Atlantic Avenues features 50 national retail brand outlet stores
such as Michael Kors, Coach, Kate Spade
New York, Under Armour and Victoria’s
Secret just to name a few. Need outdoor
attire, equipment or accessories? Bass Pro
Shops is the ultimate outdoor world and
offers the area’s largest selection for hunting, fishing, camping, boating and more.
Did you know that Atlantic City is
home to more than 50 murals? Stories
behind the artists’ works are as touching
and moving as the murals they create and
these permanent public works of art show
the heartbeat of Atlantic City. A few of
the unique and beautiful pieces include,
“Before I Die” which features fill-in-theblank lines where a person can add their

bucket-list item to the wall and the “Jelly
Fish,” an optical illusion mural where the
tentacles of the jellyfish appear to move
when using red and blue 3D glasses.
Whether a tour at one of the region’s
historical wineries or a trip to nearby
Smithville Village, any time is a good
time to visit Atlantic City and the surrounding areas.
If you’re winding down after a long
day or meeting up with a few family and
friends, Atlantic City offers a host of happy hour specials suitable for all budgets.
Sip, sample and let the conversations flow.
With so much going on, it’s no wonder Atlantic City was named in the Top 3
Fall Travel Destinations by Tripadvisor.
We offer complete Atlantic City information and knowledgeable staff to assist
you.

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-318-6097
or hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it
was meant to be experienced. Call today to Rediscover Atlantic City.
TourAtlanticCity.com
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facebook.com/MeetAtlanticCity

twitter.com/Meet_AC

instagram.com/meet_ac

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism

TourAtlanticCity.com
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Resorts Atlantic City

Great Escape Tours

Claridge Hotel

Come for the day or an overnight
stay. Enjoy the hottest slots and table
games, Atlantic City’s largest standard
rooms, exceptional dining, retail shopping and great entertainment. The fun is
here at Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic
City. Visit Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville entertainment complex featuring a
year-round LandShark Bar & Grill on the
beach, Margaritaville restaurant just off
the casino floor, retail shops, the famous
Atlantic City boardwalk and more.

Great Escape Tours is Atlantic City’s &
Cape May’s premiere receptive tour operator with over 35 years of experience. We
work with all properties and specialize
in unique and interesting pre-set and
customized tours. Our efficient booking
services and experienced, knowledgeable, friendly staff makes booking with
us a pleasure. We pride ourselves in providing exciting and innovative tours for
less than booking direct. We personally
“meet & greet” each of our groups when
they arrive at their destination.

Once known by its 1929 nickname,
“Skyscraper by the Sea”, the Claridge showcases a magnificent Manhattan design. It
is centrally located at Park Place and the
Boardwalk, and is just steps away from the
beach. The hotel houses The Twenties Italian Bistro and the VUE Rooftop Bar with
breathtaking views of the Atlantic Ocean
and AC Skyline. Shop at the neighboring
Tanger Outlets or visit Bally’s Casino,
adjacent to the hotel. Guests can also enjoy
the hotel’s indoor pool and fitness center.
Motorcoach parking available.

800-524-0327
www.great-escape-tours.net

609-487-4363
cmcnulty@claridge.com

Caesars Entertainment

Steel Pier

Palladin Tour & Travel

Caesars Entertainment offers three
premier resorts in Atlantic City with 24hour gaming with slots and tables. Caesars
and Tropicana, located on the Boardwalk,
feature restaurants by celebrity chefs Gordon Ramsay and Jose Garces. Tropicana
offers over 25 restaurants, 25 shops, 20 bars
and lounges, 4 pools, an IMAX Theatre
and a spa. Harrah’s is a world-class resort
in a sophisticated marina setting with a
roster of acclaimed restaurants and unique
attractions, such as The Pool at Harrah’s
and Viking Cooking School.

Take a ride on the 3rd largest Observation Wheel in the country, standing at
227 ft. tall and scaling over the beautiful
Atlantic Ocean. We have it all from outdoor bars and food venues to axe throwing and helicopter rides along with over
22 rides and attractions. If you are looking
for a group outing, team building or just
that out-of-the-box unique experience, we
are that venue. Packages are available! We
have something for all ages.

Palladin Tour & Travel is Atlantic
City’s Premier Receptive Tour Operator,
family owned and operated since 1991.
Let Palladin handle all Atlantic City needs,
like exclusive group pricing and packages
at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Harrah’s,
Resorts and Tropicana. Palladin is the provider of top-notch midweek matinee shows
to entertain groups. Whether a group is
looking for accommodations, attractions,
or entertainment packages, Palladin has it.
One call does it all!

609-340-7715
mlewis@resortsac.com

1-800-THE TROP
Tropicana.net

1-800-621-0200
Caesarsac.com

609-513-1690
sharon@steelpier.com
www.steelpier.com

800-468-0046
jenn@palladin.net
grouptourmagazine.com
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PIGEON
FORGE
Get inspired by the Great Smoky Mountains
By David Hoekman

HIKING, GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK
PHOTO: GTM/DAVID HOEKMAN

I

t’s easy to see why Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee, is a perennial favorite for group tours. Exceptional
attractions — all operated by tourism professionals — lie next to the
natural beauty of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
My visit to Pigeon Forge came
in the spring, but any season is a
good time to experience the city
and the park.
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park
I took a Foothills Parkway Missing
Link Van Tour on my first day in Pigeon
Forge and was rewarded with gorgeous
mountain views. Although this 1.6-mile
stretch of the parkway was authorized in
1934, funding problems meant it was not
completed until 2018.
“I didn’t think I would see it completed
in my lifetime,” said Leon Downey, execu-
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tive director of the Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism.
Essentially, the missing link is built on
the side of a mountain and has a series of
nine bridges, which added to the project’s
complexity and cost. Sweeping mountain
vistas at several scenic overlooks took my
breath away.
Established in 1934 to preserve the
southern Appalachian Mountains, the
500,000-acre park is a treasure trove of
biodiversity. More than 800 miles of hiking
trails in the park lead to bubbling streams,
waterfalls, wildflowers, old cabins, barns
and gristmills.
Dollywood
Dollywood, Tennessee’s most visited commercial attraction, is in Pigeon
Forge. I was on hand in spring 2019 for
the opening of Wildwood Grove, a $37
million expansion and the largest in the
amusement park’s history. Dolly Parton
said the daydreams and imaginations from
her childhood were used to create the 11

experiences at Wildwood Grove.
“I do have a wild imagination,” Parton
acknowledged in a question-and-answer
session with my group, the Midwest Travel
Journalists Association. The personable,
down-to-earth entertainer said she hopes
to write and perform more inspirational
music to counter all the hatred in the
world.
Parton added she was honored that
Dollywood provides fun for visitors and
jobs for area residents. “I feel very blessed
so many good things come because of
Dollywood,” she said.
The Parkway
The Parkway, the thoroughfare that
goes through Pigeon Forge, is lined with
restaurants, shops and amusements galore.
Try Smoky Mountains Alpine Coaster or
get science with a twist at WonderWorks.
New attractions are always popping up,
like Pigeon Forge Snow and Pink Jeep
Tours.
Along the parkway is a huge building

shaped like the ill-fated RMS Titanic. This
is the Titanic Museum Attraction, which
shares the story of the famous ship’s only
voyage. Mary Kellogg, president, COO
and co-owner, said the knowledge and
passion of the attraction’s crew, or employees, make a visit meaningful. Groups can
take advantage of the secret dining room,
like my group did, before a tour.
Entertainment plus
Theaters in Pigeon Forge feature
country music, Broadway tunes, comedy
and magic. Members of my group took
in Hatfield & McCoy Dinner Feud, Paula
Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Show & Adventure, Country Tonite and Dolly Parton’s
Stampede.
The Island in Pigeon Forge is a 23-acre
development featuring dining, fountains,
shopping and the 200-foot-tall Great
Smoky Mountain Wheel.

Tour groups will never go hungry in
Pigeon Forge. At Local Goat, everything is
handmade — even the ketchup. I ate super-good meals at Bennett’s Pit Bar-B-Que
and Mama’s Farmhouse, part of the Johnson family of restaurants in the Smokies.
The corn fritters at The Old Mill Restaurant are mouth-watering, as is everything
served there. The gristmill, powered by the
Little Pigeon River, has been in operation
since 1830.
Distilled spirits also go back a long
way in east Tennessee — think moonshine. But now legal distilleries are open
in the Smokies. I stopped for tastings at
Old Forge Distillery and the Ole Smoky
Tennessee Moonshine Barn at The Island
in Pigeon Forge.
“We do pretty well in every competition we enter,” said Keener Shanton, head
distiller at Old Forge Distillery. He crafts
small-batch spirits, including 1830 Orig-

inal, moonshine made from pure mountain spring water and fresh-ground grains.
Flavored moonshines — chocolate, French
toast, and coffee — are inspired by recipes
from The Old Mill Kitchens.
Our guide at Ole Smoky Barn said
the art of distilling has come a long way
from backwoods Appalachia. Apple Pie
Moonshine, made with apple juice, ground
cinnamon and other spices, was the company’s first flavored moonshine. Now there
are more than 15 flavors.
Worth a stop is Country Candy
Kitchen. Owner Howey Reagan said taffy
is the most popular candy. A 100-year-old
machine wraps 70 to 80 pieces of taffy a
minute. n
Pigeon Forge Department
of Tourism
800-251-9100
mypigeonforge.com

TITANIC MUSEUM ATTRACTION / PHOTO: TITANIC PIGEON FORGE

HOWEY REAGAN, COUNTRY CANDY KITCHEN / PHOTO: GTM/DAVID HOEKMAN

DOLLY PARTON / PHOTO: GTM/DAVID HOEKMAN

THE OLD MILL / PHOTO: GTM/DAVID HOEKMAN
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PHOTO: COURTESY OF FIFTH + BROADWAY
SPONSORED CONTENT

Fifth + Broadway — the new ‘heart + soul’
of Downtown Nashville opens March 4
A new shopping, dining, cultural and
entertainment destination is coming to
Nashville and will become the new “mustsee” attraction. Opening March 4, 2021,
Fifth + Broadway will be one of the largest
mixed-use developments in the city’s
history. Strategically located across from
the Ryman Auditorium and Bridgestone
Arena, it is at the crossroads of one of the
South’s most iconic and busiest hubs.
As a major anchor to the project, the
National Museum of African American
Music (NMAAM), which opened Jan.
30, 2021, is a 56,000-square-foot facility.
From classical to country to jazz and hiphop, NMAAM will integrate history and
interactive technology to share the untold
story of more than 50 music genres and
subgenres telling a unique narrative
through the lens of black music.
“Our mission is to provide the visitor
market with the opportunity to participate
in the favorite activities of the traveler …
which includes shopping and dining, but
now it will be offered in a unique environment that is authentic to the Nashville
52
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music and art scene,” said Carolyn J. Feimster, Travel & Tourism Manager. She went
on to explain how Nashville has evolved
into a hub for fashion designers making
Fifth + Broadway a shopping mecca with
a combination of national retailers along
with an array of eclectic shops.
“To match and exceed the amazing
Nashville culinary scene, Fifth + Broadway
will include everything from signature
restaurants, to cafes and lounges,” said
Feimster. The Assembly Food Hall will further enhance the culinary appeal as an open
eatery with chef-driven outlets to include
indoor and outdoor communal tables.
The featured venue will be the Rooftop Dining Terrace and Entertainment
Deck which will overlook the historic
Ryman Auditorium, Lower Broadway
and the Bridgestone Arena which houses
professional sporting events and concerts. “We are excited that this Rooftop
Terrace will hold up to 2,000 people,
making it the place to see and be seen in
Nashville,” explained Feimster.
Fifth + Broadway will boast numerous

special events that you can package your
tours around. For example, April 2021
brings a month-long salute to the famous
Ryman Auditorium located just across the
street. May and June will feature the “Flash
of Nash” where Downtown Nashville gets
a little brighter with a nightly light and
music show. Fall will bring festivals and
Nov/Dec will be the Holiday Yule Zone.
And for those who know a day will
not be enough at Fifth + Broadway, they
can book their Nashville stay at the newly
renovated Renaissance Nashville, which is a
luxury haven situated in the heart of Nashville and attached to Fifth + Broadway.
“We have designed group-friendly visitor programs for all sectors of the travel
trade. We welcome working one-on-one
with the trade to customize programs to
meet individual needs,” said Feimster.
For more information, please contact
Carolyn J. Feimster at Carolyn@CJFMarketingInternational.com. n
Fifth + Broadway
fifthandb.com
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LIKE NEVER BEFORE

NASHVILLE
LIKE

NEVER

BEFORE

SHOP + DINE + ENJOY
Fifth + Broadway is a retail, dining, cultural and entertainment venue
like no other. Treat yourself to shopping favorites, ridiculously delicious
food and rooftop views while sipping on a tasty hand-crafted cocktail
and soaking up Nashville’s legendary artistic vibe.
Fifth + Broadway is a “must visit” for every Nashville experience.

JENI’S ICE CREAM | ARIAT | CAVA | HATTIE B’S | BLANCO | EDDIE V’S | SLIM & HUSKY’S | REVV | RAY-BAN
NASH COLLECTION | FREE PEOPLE | ELIXR & MORE + THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSIC

We offer all out-of-town guests a FASHION + FOOD + FUN
Visitor Pass filled with a variety of special offers, amenities,
gifts with purchase, discounts and more.
For more information on all of our Group-Friendly programs,
please contact Carolyn Feimster at:

FIFTHANDB.COM

Carolyn@CJFMarketingInternational.com
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“

The city of Oak Ridge stands as a testimony to the hard work and
insurmountable courage of a people whose hope was to help end the war.
See how the science from WWII has changed the world by finding other
uses for science discovered in the Nuclear Age.
—Katy Jett, president, Explore Oak Ridge

explore

”

From the shores of Melton Hill Lake
to the scenic trails of Haw Ridge Park,
Oak Ridge boasts beautiful scenery and a
plethora of outdoor activities for the group.
The UT Arboretum is a 250-acre
research and education facility home to
over 2,500 native and exotic plants. The
arboretum also has an extensive trail
system.
Melton Lake Park includes 173
miles of shoreline with waterfront trails and
sheltered picnic tables.

ask
PHOTOS: EXPLORE OAK RIDGE
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Known for the location
of the top-secret mission, the
Manhattan Project, Oak Ridge’s
American Museum of
Science & Energy tells the
story of the creation of the
world’s first atomic weapon.
Groups will also see exhibits on
national security, environmental
restoration and more. The Oak
Ridge History Museum
houses a large collection of
images documenting the
Manhattan Project. At the time
of publication, both museums
are closed to the public until
further notice.
Located not too far from
Oak Ridge, Brushy State
Mountain Penitentiary
offers private guided group
tours of the facility where many
infamous criminals lived out
their last days. The penitentiary
is also home to a distillery and
restaurant.
Make sure to spend time in
Jackson Square, the original
townsite of Oak Ridge that’s
filled with history. Groups will
find local shops, restaurants and
entertainment, too.

Explore Oak Ridge
865-483-1321
exploreoakridge.com

The

WILDHORSE SALOON
THE NASHVILLE EXPERIENCE

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!
Located on historic 2nd Avenue
in the heart of downtown.

NOW

OPEN

Originally constructed in 1875, one fourteen at the
Wildhorse offers over 11,000 sq. ft. of flexible
meeting and event space. Featuring original
exposed brick, hardwood floors, private board
room, a giant skylight on the third floor, nostalgic
decor and incredible views of the Cumberland
River, one fourteen at the Wildhorse is the perfect
venue for your retreat, reception or special event.

• 3 FLOORS • 66,000 SQ FT •
• LARGEST DANCE FLOOR IN NASHVILLE •

GROUP MENUS

L I V E E N T E R TA I N M E N T

L I N E DA N C I N G

For more information, visit
onefourteenwildhorse.com

INFO & BOOKING: NATALIE VINCENT
natalie.vincent@wildhorsesaloon.com

Group booking ensures no waiting in line, no cover
charge, private reserved seating and dedicated
servers. A minimum of 20 people required for
a group booking. Advanced reservations
required, based on availability.

wildhorsesaloon.com
120 2nd Ave N, Nashville, TN 37201
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PHOTO: LSU RURAL LIFE MUSEUM

Discover early
Louisianan
rural life in
Baton Rouge
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When at the LSU Rural Life Museum
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, groups will
see how 18th- and 19th-century Louisianans lived. The museum’s 25 acres
feature 32 historic outbuildings.
“Each person will leave our facility
with a better understanding of the differences in materials, social and economic
cultures during this time period and of
today’s lifestyles,” said Elizabeth McInnis,
marketing director of the LSU Rural Life
Museum.
Originally owned by the Burden family, the plantation land is divided into four
sections including the Working Plantation, the Upland South Region, the Gulf
Coast Region and the Exhibit Barn — all
of which bring light to the livelihoods of
Louisiana working classes in the 18th and
19th centuries.
Groups will see how the slaves who
labored on the land lived at the Working
Plantation complex, which houses a post
office, commissary, overseer’s house,
kitchen, slave cabins, sick house, blacksmith’s shop, sugar house, pigeon cote
and a collection of outhouses.
In contrast, the Folk Architecture
complex highlights Louisiana’s numerous cultures. See a split cypress barn,

country church, pioneer’s cabin with corn
crib and potato house, shot-gun house,
dog-trot house, log house, log barn and a
19th-century jail.
“The museum also provides educational and research resources that
advance an understanding of the material and cultural heritage of the region,”
McInnis said.
With the largest volunteer program
in Louisiana, including 101 adult and 57
junior docents, the museum can easily
book a guided experience for groups of
10 or more.
In addition to the open-air museum
and many historical structures, the land
is home to the LSU Ag Center Botanic
Gardens. The property features an Herb
Garden, Tropical Garden, Oak Grove, 5
miles of walking paths through Burden
Woods and so much more.
Much of a group’s experience at the
museum will occur outdoors, making it
a great option amid the pandemic. Visit
or call the museum to double check on
hours and reserve group visits. n
LSU Rural Life Museum
225-756-2437
lsu.edu/rurallife

DISCOVER
THE DIFFERENCE
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Vineyard Mansion
B&B

St. Joseph is home to 13 distinctive area museums, 12
annual festivals, amazing architecture listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. You’ll also find great outdoor
recreation throughout 48 parks, 26 miles of beautiful Parkway, outdoor concerts, and an arts culture unlike any other.

Shakespeare Chateau
Inn and Gardens
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JUST AROUND THE CORNER
Located at the crossroads of Interstate 29 and MO Highway
36 and only 30 minutes from North Kansas City, puts St.
Joseph within easy driving distance of over 17 metropolitan
areas.

For sample itineraries, contact: Gracia Pinzino, Group Sales Manager
stjomo.com/grouptour | 800-785-0360 | gpinzino@stjomo.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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From our 23 miles of beautiful beaches to the vast expanse of the Florida Everglades,
Greater Fort Lauderdale is a wonderfully diverse destination with many enjoyable and
unique options for groups. The region has been energized by new hotels and restaurants
opening in the past year with even more openings planned for 2021.
—Ed Simon, executive vice president of group sales, Greater Fort Lauderdale CVB

Twenty-three miles of beaches
and year-round sunshine make Fort
Lauderdale an easy pick when looking
for outdoor group experiences. See the
Everglades on an airboat tour with Billie
Swamp Safari. The environmental and
adventure tour company offers a glimpse
at native creatures of the Everglades with
critter shows, exhibits and its popular
otter habitat.
Flamingo Gardens consists
of multiple attractions in one place,
including the Botanical Gardens,
Everglades Wildlife Sanctuary and Wray
Home Museum. Special pricing and
experiences for groups are available, like
the VIP Experience Tour or the VIP
Garden Tour.
Give the group a little more exercise
with a paddleboard or stand-up
paddleboard tour. Both Gold Coast
Aquatic Adventures and Sup Pup
Paddleboard offer a range of tours,
like sunrise and sunset tours or stand-up
paddleboarding lessons.

”

g

go
Fort Lauderdale is home to many
museums that reveal the region’s culture
and history. Discover exhibitions on
LGBTQ themes and experiences at the
Stonewall National Museum &
Archives. The museum’s archives —
housing personal items, newspaper
clippings and more — comprise over
2,500 linear feet of items.
At the Museum of Discovery
and Science, see exhibits on Florida’s
water systems, prehistoric animals and
minerals. Make sure to visit the museum’s
IMAX® Theater.
Temporarily closed to the public,
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is
located on the Big Cypress Seminole
Indian Reservation. Learn about
Seminole culture through exhibits and an
educational boardwalk tour.
PHOTOS: GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
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savor
From seafood classics to Brazilian fare, Fort Lauderdale’s
dining scene has many cultural influences. Enjoy an authentic
Brazilian dinner at Regina’s Farm.
Boathouse at the Riverside boasts waterfront views
guests can enjoy while dining on Mediterranean-inspired tapas.
Fort Lauderdale’s Water Taxi offers group charters and
will take groups to a number of seaside restaurants, including
Boathouse at the Riverside, 15th Street Fisheries and more.

ask
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau
954-765-4466
sunny.org

fort lauderdale

do

FLORIDA

Southeast

ROSEMARY SQUARE

Enjoy a safe and exciting stay
in The Palm Beaches
With a wide open and breathtaking
natural landscape, The Palm Beaches
is the perfect place not only for social
distancing, but also to discover new attractions, resorts, restaurants and more.
“When it comes to attractions, groups
can relish everything from the expanded
Loggerhead Marinelife Center, an educational sea turtle exhibit and rehabilitation
center that has grown into one of South
Florida’s most popular landmarks, to the
Delray Beach Market, soon to be Florida’s
largest food hall,” said Kelly Cavers, senior
vice president, group sales and destination
services at Discover The Palm Beaches.
Groups will also enjoy new properties, including the Amrit Ocean Resort
& Residences, a wellness-inspired luxury
resort on more than 7 beachfront acres;
Banyan Cay Resort & Golf, conveniently located near downtown West Palm
Beach; Mandarin Oriental in Boca Raton,
which will be the brand’s second property
in Florida and seventh in North America;
and the freshly reimagined Opal Grand
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF DISCOVER THE PALM BEACHES

Oceanfront Resort & Spa in Delray
Beach, named one of “America’s Happiest
Seaside Towns” by Coastal Living.
In addition, The Palm Beaches boasts
numerous outdoor activities. 31,000
acres of natural environment encompass
native trails, tranquil waterways, golden beaches, renowned golf courses and
much more.
“Newly created outdoor venues —
from lush courtyards and waterfront
terraces to sweeping gardens and private
yacht charters — build upon The Palm
Beaches’ wide-open spaces,” Cavers said.
Through The Palm Beaches Pledge and
a Biorisk Advisory Council accreditation,
Discover The Palm Beaches is committed
to providing a safe experience for its travelers and residents through a 20-element
training and implementation process at
a number of locations, including Palm
Beach International Airport, the Palm
Beach County Convention Center and its
adjacent Hilton West Palm Beach hotel.
“Thanks to destination-wide GBAC

THE BRAZILIAN COURT

STAR™ accreditation and The Palm
Beaches Pledge, visitors can rest assured
that Discover The Palm Beaches is committed to offering a safe, stress-free travel
experience from the moment of arrival,”
Cavers said. n
Discover The Palm Beaches
561-233-3026
thepalmbeaches.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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Encounter natural beauty at Bernheim Arboretum
As a thank you to the state of Kentucky for helping him achieve his
American dream of starting a bourbon
brand, Isaac Wolfe Bernheim purchased
12,000 acres of protected land in 1929.
This property became known as Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest,
officially opened to the public in 1950
after decades of development.
With 40-plus miles of hiking trails
and bike paths, several lakes and a collection of art scattered throughout, Bernheim now includes over 16,000 acres,
home to natural and crafted beauty alike.
“Bernheim is the largest privately held
forest dedicated to education and conservation in the eastern United States,” said
Amy Landon, director of communications at Bernheim. “A visit to Bernheim
provides the unique combination of
outdoor exploration, art discovery, plant
knowledge and a place of respite and
relaxation in nature.”

Bernheim offers a series of guided
group tour options. Choose from guided
nature walks, bourbon history tours or
even self-guided experiences.
With COVID-19 restrictions, groups
sizes are currently capped at 12, but
under normal business operations,
Bernheim can accommodate group sizes
up to 60.
Take a hike to the Canopy Tree
Walk, a wooden deck 75 feet above the
forest floor. Visit the Edible Garden, a
completely self-sustaining garden that
produces its own energy and water. A
popular spot to see is the art installation
Forest Giants in a Giant Forest. This piece
boasting three large wooden sculptures
was created by Danish artists Thomas
Dambo and was made out recycled and
repurposed wood.
“Bernheim’s LEED Platinum Certified
Visitor Center (currently closed due to
COVID-19) houses a gift shop and Isaac’s

Café,” Landon said. “The building design
inspires visitors to imagine a building like
a tree, demonstrating sustainable design,
like a green roof which cleans water runoff and provides habitat for animals.”
Other elements of the building implement sustainable practices, including
Isaac’s Café. The café uses produce from
the Edible Garden and the wood used for
the building, much of it being recycled
and even some from Heinz pickle vats.
“Bernheim’s dedication to conservation and ecological stewardship allow
our forests to be among the most pristine
and closest to old growth in the region,”
Landon said. “Bernheim’s natural beauty
is the perfect complement to a busy
group tour itinerary.” n
Bernheim Arboretum
and Research Center
502-955-8512
bernheim.org

PHOTO: BERNHEIM ARBORETUM AND RESEARCH CENTER
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hilton head

SOUTH
CAROLINA

ask
Hilton Head IslandBluffton Chamber
of Commerce
& Visitor and
Convention Bureau
800-523-3373
hiltonheadisland.org

learn
Gullah history and culture
runs deep on Hilton Head and
South Carolina’s coast. Gullah
Heritage Trail Tours
(currently suspending tours
until further notice) offers group
rates and highlights a number
of historic sites, including
Gullah family compounds,
Plantation Tabby Ruins, First
Freedom Village Historic Marker
and more. Add the Gullah
Museum of Hilton Head
Island to fully immerse in
Gullah history through traditions,
stories and structures.
Managed through the
Coastal Discovery Museum,
the Beyond the Battlefield
tour highlights the experience
of soldiers, civilians and former
slaves through personal accounts
and photographs. This tour can
accommodate groups of up to 100.

“

February 2021

visit
Nearby Daufuskie Island is a reminder of a
simpler time, with no bridge to the mainland and only a
few paved roads. Discover low country seafood cuisine,
art galleries, nature tours and more. Catch the ferry to the
island with Daufuskie Island Ferry Service.

There’s a reason millions of visitors return each year to Hilton Head. Whether
it’s Gullah history, low country cuisine or the miles of beaches and waterways, you’ll
understand why we’ve been chosen as America’s No. 1 island for the last four years.
—Bill Miles, CEO, Hilton Head Island Visitor & Convention Bureau

PHOTOS: HILTON HEAD ISLAND-BLUFFTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & VISITOR AND CONVENTION BUREAU
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Long beaches, over 60 miles of
trails and water activities to boot,
Hilton Head has outdoor adventureseeking groups covered. Take a
guided Hilton Head Nature
Tour and explore nature preserves,
historic districts and more while
learning about the island’s culture.
Biking, kayaking and walking tours
are available through the visitor
bureau.
Book a visit to the Coastal
Discovery Museum, an
institution educating visitors on the
environment of the low country.
Groups are welcome and can receive
a guided tour of the 68-acre property
— home to a number of historic
buildings. Make sure to stop by the
interactive exhibits in the Discovery
House.
Choose from a number of aerial
adventures with Zipline Hilton
Head, home to the highest view on
the island.
Directly adjacent to Hilton
Head lies Pinckney Island, home
to Pinckney Island National
Wildlife Refuge. Enjoy wildlife
viewing and interpretive educational
programs.
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1-866-892-3239
VisitWytheville.com/Group-Tours
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PHOTO: EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Eye-opening exhibits tell the story
of racial hierarchy in America
Opened to the public almost three
years ago, The Legacy Museum: From
Enslavement to Mass Incarceration is an
11,000-square-foot museum built on the
site of a former warehouse that imprisoned enslaved Black people.
In 1860, Montgomery was Alabama’s
capital of the domestic slave trade. The
Legacy Museum — run by the Equal
Justice Initiative (EJI) — tells the entirety of Alabama and the nation’s history
of racial hierarchy through a number of
eye-opening exhibits.
“We offer group sales coordination to
help outline a schedule and provide guidance on planning out the day,” said Tera
DuVernay, deputy director of museum
and memorial operations. “We also offer
rented meeting space for groups.”
Exhibits feature a range of technology and research materials. From
64
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beginning to end, the museum successfully enlightens visitors on the horrors
of racial violence in America.
The first thing groups will see when
entering the museum are slave pen replicas where they will learn what it was like
to be imprisoned and awaiting sale at a
nearby auction block.
Videography emphasizes the violence
of the Jim Crow South, where racial terror lynching was rampant for decades.
The museum additionally boasts
work from leading filmmakers and
artists alike. The inclusion of sculptures
and animated content is another testament to The Legacy Museum’s diverse
storytelling.
While visiting the museum, groups
can also easily make plans to see The
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, only a mile from the museum. The

memorial includes 800 6-foot monuments that symbolize the thousands
of racial terror lynching victims in the
nation. Visitors will find the names of
the lynching victims engraved on each
of the columns.
“Typically, we provide shuttle service
between all of our sites, however, we
have temporarily discontinued shuttle
service due to the COVD-19 pandemic,”
DuVernay said.
Groups should stop by EJI’s bookstore
and gift shop, as well as reserve private
group dining at Pannie George’s Kitchen
located at The Legacy Pavilion. n
The Legacy Museum:
From Enslavement to
Mass Incarceration
334-386-9100
museumandmemorial.eji.org
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Open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
I-10 to Exit 15A

20 Miles SW of Mobile, Alabama

Group Tour Office 251.459.8986
12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road • Theodore, AL
bellingrath.org • 251.973.2217

Ditch the Fake
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GATHER IN THE NC SMOKIES
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Learn about North Carolina’s
natural history in Raleigh
As the first museum in North Carolina, the North Carolina Museum of
Natural Sciences in Raleigh has grown
since its beginnings in 1879 to include
two large buildings and seven floors of
exhibits.
Through its many galleries and
experiences, the museum poses visitors
with four main questions about natural
sciences — What do we know?, How do
we know?, What’s happening now?, and
How can you participate?
“The North Carolina Museum of
Natural Sciences is one of the leading
attractions in the state,” said Jon Pishney,
head of communications at the museum.
“It is one of the largest natural science
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museums in the Southeast, typically
welcoming more than 1 million visitors
annually.”
The museum’s one-of-a-kind spaces
include a 3D movie theater (closed to
the public at the time of publication),
three-story live presentation space, Naturalist Center, Live Veterinary Services
exhibit, live butterfly room and more.
In the Nature Exploration Center,
learn about coastal habitats, major gemstones found in the state and prehistoric
North Carolina. Groups will even see
animals like a two-toed sloth, turtles, fish
and a number of arthropods.
The Nature Research Center offers
extremely immersive experiences. Take a

“ride” in the museum’s submersible and
go thousands of feet below the surface of
the Atlantic. At the Window on Animal
Health, groups will watch the museum
CONTINUED ON PAGE 69
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His message brought hope to the Queen of England,
President Reagan, and people just like you.
From construction workers, schoolteachers, and farmers to kings, queens, and presidents,
people of all kinds gravitated to Billy Graham. Quick to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
with anyone, his message transcended culture, age, politics, and race. Bring your group to
the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, N.C., and invite them to see for themselves. It’s part
movie, part exhibit, and

totally inspiring .

©2020 BGEA

A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
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roam
With local storefronts and
restaurants, Mercer Village is
worth stopping by for the afternoon
to find cozy bookstores and small
coffee shops. It’s located across the
street from Mercer University. If
looking for a livelier area, the whole
of Downtown Macon is home to
live music venues and an energetic
bar scene.

experience
Macon is home to a number
of artists, including Otis Redding,
Little Richard and The Allman
Brothers Band. Once the home of the
Allman Brothers, The Big House
is a museum that features the room
where the band would rehearse, as
well as a number of exhibits and
displays featuring personal letters,
instruments and the largest collection
of The Allman Brothers Band
memorabilia.
Fully restored as Mercer
Music at Capricorn, the museum
doubles as a recording studio and
includes an interpretive area telling
the story of Capricorn Records
through artifacts, exhibits and
interactive digital kiosks.
Learn about and honor the King
of Soul, Otis Redding, at the Otis
Redding Foundation and Mini
Museum.

g

learn

g

The history of Macon goes
further back than its founding
in 1823. Ocmulgee Mounds
National Historical Park has
been continuously habituated by
humans for 17,000 years. See the
Earth Lodge, then venture through
over 2,000 artifacts at the museum.
House tours are available at
some of Macon’s most historic
homes, including Hay House,
Cannonball House and Sidney
Lanier Cottage.
Groups will learn about the Civil
War in Macon and discover the
birthplace of a poet and musician.
Tubman’s Museum
celebrates African American history
and culture in an 8,500-squarefoot building. The museum offers
discounts for groups of 15 or more.

ask
Visit Macon
478-743-1074
maconga.org
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southeast
North Carolina Museum
of Natural Sciences, continued
veterinarian staff carry out routine procedures on the museum’s animals.
“We also recently acquired the
Dueling Dinosaurs, a pair of remarkably
well-preserved specimens of a Tyrannosaurus and Triceratops buried together
67 million years ago,” Pishney said.
In 2022, the museum will be opening
a new, state-of-the-art DinoLab. This
experience will allow visitors to follow
along in real-time with the ongoing
research of these specimens by the museum’s paleontologists.
At the time of publication, the museum temporarily suspended group tours.
Check the museum’s website or call to get
updates on group availability. n
North Carolina Museum
of Natural Sciences
919-707-9800
naturalsciences.org

PHOTO: KAREN SWAIN

MUSIC HISTORY
COMES TO LIFE IN
MACON, GEORGIA.
Explore the sounds that shaped Macon
through music, video, and interactive
exhibits at Mercer Music at Capricorn.
We invite your group to step back in
time and safely experience Macon’s
storied past and musical future.
Plan your visit at VisitMacon.org.

800.768.3401

grouptourmagazine.com
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Stay at a historic hotel while
breathing in the fresh Ozark air
Atop the Boston Mountains in Eureka
Springs, Arkansas, the 1886 Crescent
Hotel & Spa is rich in history — from
famous guests to notorious hauntings.
Featuring 72 rooms, four luxury
cottages, a spa and salon, dining options, a swimming pool and other resort
activities, the Crescent is known as being
America’s Most Haunted Hotel.
“A stay at the Crescent Hotel not
only allows your guests to visit a historic
attraction, but they can stay in one as
well,” said Jodie English Brown, director
of sales at the hotel. “And, they stay in
the heart of historic Eureka Springs, with
easy access to area attractions, restaurants
and downtown boutique and gallery
shopping.”
Group packages and pricing are
customized based on the time of year
and days of the week the group plans to
stay. Groups will also have the option to
choose from a number of different guided tours facilitated through the hotel.
“We have many historical tours of
both Eureka Springs and the 1886 Crescent Hotel & Spa,” English Brown said.
Some of these tours include a Ghost
Tour at the hotel, Downtown Underground Tour of Eureka Springs and the
Eureka Springs Tram Tour viewed from
an open-air tram.
A day at the hotel can include breakfast in the Crystal Dining Room followed
by a Ghost Tour of America’s Most
Haunted Hotel. After an afternoon of
shopping in Downtown Eureka Springs,
head to the hotel’s New Moon Spa & Salon to debrief and get ready for a relaxing
evening.
Being amid the Ozarks, the property
is surrounded by natural beauty and
consists of 15 acres featuring gardens and
hiking and biking trails. Choose from a
number of seasonal activities, from ice
skating and group bonfires to outdoor
yoga classes.
70
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Aside from the hotel’s standard luxury rooms, the Crescent boasts a number
of unique and famous accommodations.
Balcony Rooms provide stunning views
of the Ozarks while the Parlor Suites’
Victorian design offer a cozy yet spacious stay.
In order to provide a healthy and

fun experience for its guests, the 1886
Crescent Hotel & Spa is adhering to strict
COVID-19 guidelines, which are available to read on its website. n
1886 Crescent Hotel & Spa
855-725-5720
crescent-hotel.com

southeast
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WEST VIRGINIA

77/64
Exit 45

West Virginia Made

Explore the Historic Homes
and Gardens of
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford
239.334.7419 • EdisonFord.org
Fort Myers, FL
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UNFREQUENTED AND UNDERRATED

NATIONAL PARKS

BLACK CANYON OF THE
GUNNISON NATIONAL PARK
PHOTO: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

These five national parks in the Western United States
see very little traffic, but boast a lot of environmental
diversity and beauty By Kate O’Neil

North Cascades

Guadalupe Mountains

Katmai

Mountains, glaciers, streams, temperate rainforest, ponderosa pine and 1,600
identified species make up North Cascades
National Park, only three hours from
Seattle. Red Bus Tours, operated by the
North Cascades Lodge at Stehekin, takes
groups to Rainbow Falls in buses equipped
with ceiling windows. A number of other
nearby private tour companies also operate
experiences and activities inside the park,
which can include everything from rafting
to llama packing trips. No matter the
experience, towering mountaintops, green
hillsides and crystal blue waters are in abundance at this diverse park. 360-854-7200,
nps.gov/noca

Guadalupe Mountains National Park
protects the oldest fossil reef from the
Permian geological period. The four highest
peaks in Texas call this park home, as do
three different ecosystems. Springs are
located at the base of the eastern escarpment and coniferous forests dot the park as
well, looking very different alongside the
rocky desert mountain range. Over 80 miles
of trails ranging in ability include narrow
corridors formed by canyon walls, bright
greenery beside crystal springs and wooded
areas of Douglas fir and ponderosa pine.
Stop by the Pine Springs Visitor Center and
walk through the museum before embarking on a hike down the Pinery Nature Trail.
915-828-3251, nps.gov/gumo

Groups will learn about the important
habitat features for salmon and brown
bears with a ranger-led program at Katmai
National Park & Preserve. The park encompasses the region surrounding The Valley
of Ten Thousand Smokes — home to a
number of volcanoes that have influenced
the unique ecosystems in the park. Fish,
birds and 42 species of mammals have been
documented to live in Katmai. Groups will
most likely get a sighting of a brown bear
catching its next meal. Take the Valley of Ten
Thousand Smokes tour or the Cultural Walk
to the Brooks River, one of the most densely
concentrated archaeological areas in North
America. 907-246-3305, nps.gov/katm

Sedro-Woolley, Washington
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Salt Flat, Texas

King Salmon, Alaska

RK
ERVICE

Black Canyon
of the Gunnison
Gunnison, Colorado

The Gunnison River along with millions of
years of weathering have formed the steep cliffs
and spires in Black Canyon of the Gunnison
National Park. It is home to the highest cliff in
Colorado, Painted Wall, standing at 2,250 feet tall.
Abundant flora and fauna and a roaring, rocky
river paint the image of a scene from an adventure
novel. The park is perfect for hiking, kayaking,
stargazing, wildlife watching and so much more.
A visitor center is located at the park’s South Rim,
featuring exhibits and outdoor gear essentials.
Contact the park to inquire after ranger-led programs, or if wanting to visit the South Rim Visitor
Center. 970-641-2337, nps.gov/blca

Great Basin
Baker, Nevada

From the 13,063-foot summit of Wheeler Park
to subterranean passages, Great Basin National
Park offers cave tours, astronomy programs and
miles of hiking trails. Home to the longest cave
in Nevada, the park is located in the Great Basin
Desert — one of the four deserts of the United
States and the nation’s only “cold” desert. While
the park does feature typical desert trademarks
like cactus and little precipitation, it is also home
to a number of pine, juniper and other tree species. Groups might even discover one of the lakes,
ponds, rivers and streams within Great Basin
National Park while on a hike or a ranger-led
program. 775-234-7331, nps.gov/grba

PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK
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Campbell County and the
surrounding areas are located in
the Powder River Basin, a region
steeped with pioneer and coal
mining history. At the Campbell
County Rockpile Museum,
learn about how the regional
geography has shaped the culture
and livelihoods of its residents. The
museum’s main building houses four
exhibits, while the Annex Building
across from the main building
features a Homestead Shack and a
Ranch Blacksmith Shop.
Groups will find a collection
of classic cars, gas pumps and
petroleum signs from the Wandler
family at the Frontier Relics &
Auto Museum — where groups
receive a discount.
From the kitchen stove
top of a pioneer woman to
cowboy trappings, the Wright
Centennial Museum launched
in 1990 on the same day Wyoming
turned 100. The museum is free to
all and open from mid-May through
early October.

see

tour
Through Visit Gillette and the
many locals passionate about their
home, groups can choose from a
number of tours that feature the best
of Gillette, Wright and Campbell
County. Visit one of North
America’s largest bison operations,
Durham Bison Ranch.
Experience what life is like on a
Wyoming ranch and how the bison
are raised ethically.
Ride alongside massive
machines on a coal mine
tour, view regional fauna on the
Wildlife Loop Tour and see over
100 sculptures created by local and
national artists on the Avenues of
Art walking tour. Contact Visit
Gillette to book all tours.

g
g

ask
PHOTOS: ADOBE STOCK
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Gillette prides itself on
being an essential stop on
the monumental route —
being near Mt. Rushmore,
Devils Tower, Bighorn
National Forest and
Yellowstone National
Park. Whether the group
is heading in or out of
Gillette or want a day to
explore outside of Campbell
County during their stay,
Visit Gillette can help plan
an excursion to each of these
famous landmarks.

Visit Gillette
307-686-0040
visitgillettewright.com

campbell county

discover

WYOMING

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM

One of California’s most beautiful and unique destinations!
For information on FBI: From Al Capone to Al-Qaeda
please visit ReaganLibrary.com

Tour Through Air Force One 27000

View a Full Scale Replica of the Oval Office

Touch an Authentic Piece of the Berlin Wall

Once reopened, the Reagan Library will follow all CDC COVID health guidelines and cleaning procedures.

40 Presidential Drive • Simi Valley, CA 93065 • ReaganLibrary.com
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CALIFORNIA

“

Affordable. Small town walkable. Sunshine 273 days a year. Come to Ventura for work,
but don’t neglect play. Take a group surf lesson. Enjoy a group beer or wine tasting. Just
offshore, there’s Channel Islands National Park — five islands, often called ‘the Galapagos
of North America,’ that offer stunning outdoor escapes; camping, hiking, and sea kayaking
in a wondrous world where housecat-size foxes scamper through fields of Seuss-like flowers.
—Ken McAlpine, communications coordinator, Ventura Visitors & Convention Bureau

play
g

”

Ventura includes outdoor activities for any
adventurer, with hiking trails, beachside biking paths,
surfing and much more. Board a boat to Channel
Islands National Park just off the shores of Ventura
with Island Packers Cruises, also offering whale
watching and other wildlife viewing cruises.
Channel Islands National Park provides
interpretive programs as well as guided hikes where
groups will learn about the ecology and history of these
eight islands.
Inland, the 109-acre Ventura Botanical
Gardens offers group tours. Discover over 8,000 plants
from the Mediterranean climates around the world.

tour
From pictographs made by the ancient Chumash people to Spanish missions from the 18th century, Ventura
has a lengthy and rich history. The Museum of Ventura County has been an institution for over 100 years and
features exhibits on history, culture and even art. The museum also manages the Agriculture Museum — dedicated to
the region’s farming and ranching history with a collection of tractors, farming equipment and more.
Built in 1847, the Monterey-style Olivas Adobe Home celebrates Ventura’s Rancho and Latino/Latina heritage
with docent-led tours.
Pick up a brochure of Ventura’s Historic Downtown Walking Tour at the Ventura Visitors & Convention
Bureau. Make sure to stop by Mission San Buenaventura, founded in 1782, while on this self-guided experience.

dine & shop
g

ask
Ventura Visitors
& Convention Bureau
805-641-1400
visitventuraca.com
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With waterfront boutiques,
restaurants, art galleries and
entertainment venues, Harbor
Village is the place to find
nightlife, dining and shopping. Try
out a number of seafood staples, like
Brophy Brothers Restaurant & Clam
Bar or Andria’s Seafood Restaurant.
Bring home handmade pottery
from Ventura Pottery Gallery or
unique jewelry from Treasure Cove.

west

Garden of the Gods Visitor Center
boasts an array of park experiences
Get some of the best views of 300-foot
sandstone rock formations at Garden of
the Gods Visitor & Nature Center — a
world-class attraction offering an endless
amount of ways to experience the National Natural Landmark.
The Visitor Center is owned by the
nonprofit Garden of the Gods Foundation, a group preserving the history of
this “Gateway to the Rockies” in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
“The newly renovated Visitor Center
exhibits offer an in-depth look into the
natural resources on prominent display
within the park,” said Christina Haywood, director of operations at the visitor
center. “A walk through the building will
teach guests about the geological formations and expansive communities of flora
and fauna.”
The exhibit halls include one-of-akind finds, like the world’s only Theiophytalia kerri dinosaur, and interactive
displays.
At the Geo-Trekker theater, groups
will get a bird’s-eye view of the park while
going back billions of years to learn about
the park’s formation.
Looking for something a little more

adventurous for the group? Garden of
the Gods Visitor Center works with
local outfitters to provide open-air Jeep,
Segway or 1909 Trolley excursions into
the park.
“Enjoy an e-bike or mountain bike
tour,” Haywood said. “For views from
above, sign up for the via ropata and
giant rappel, or a guided climb in one of
the world’s most historic rock-climbing
venues.”

If wanting something a little less
rigorous but still amid the stunning landscape, a guided nature walk is a perfect
option (temporarily unavailable). Walks
are led by professional interpreters and
are a little over a mile. Discuss everything
from the local ecology to the park’s history, maybe even spot some wildlife.
“Wildlife abounds with frequent
sightings of mule deer, red-tailed hawks
and the elusive bighorn sheep,” Haywood
said.
Currently, personalized group tour
experiences are suspended but will be
offered again when permitted by the El
Paso County Health Department. Under
normal business operations, groups
can book custom guided tours, step-on
guides and a number of other private
experiences. General tours are still
permitted but are currently capped at 10
participants.
Haywood reminds visitors to stop by
the Visitor Center’s award-wining gift
shop and the Bean Sprouts Café — with
group reservations available. n
Garden of the Gods Visitor Center
719-634-6666
gardenofgods.com

PHOTOS: GARDEN OF THE GODS VISITOR CENTER

grouptourmagazine.com

77

west

PHOTO: THE DURHAM MUSEUM

The Durham Museum’s location in historic station
sheds light on Omaha history
The Durham Museum is housed in
one of Omaha’s greatest treasures, Union
Station — built in 1931 and boasting
some of the best art deco architecture in
the nation.
Two years after the last train left the station in 1971, Union Pacific Railroad gifted
the station to the city, which opened it as a
museum in 1975. The Durham Museum
showcases the history of the region through
permanent and travelling exhibits.
“Enjoy and extraordinary array of
permanent exhibits including restored
train cars, 1940s storefronts, HO Model
trains, numerous artifacts showing the
history of the region and the Byron Reed
collection, which includes some of the
world’s rarest coins and documents,” said
Jessica Brummer, director of communications at The Durham Museum.
The museum offers both docent-led
and self-guided tours for groups. Cur78
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rently, the museum is also offering virtual
tours for groups.
Learn about how the station used to
house a barber shop and restaurant with
the Great Hall: Now and Then tour —
highlighting the National Historic Landmark’s extensive history and influence in
the region’s culture.
The Trans-Mississippi International
Exposition tour explores the world’s fair
which was held in Omaha in 1898 and
attracted 2.5 million people.
“Explore this incredible event with
photos and a special look at a few of the
museum’s 120-year-old Trans-Miss artifacts,” Brummer said.
Groups will also see replica storefronts,
authentic 1940s streetcars and a collection
of replica homes, from a rawhide tepee to
an English Tudor-Revival home.
This year, the museum plans to display three temporary exhibits. Opening

this month and running through April
25, “Guitar: The Instrument that Rocked
the World” features over 60 guitars and
nearly 100 artifacts that highlight the
world’s most recognized instrument.
From March 6 through Jan. 30, 2022,
the museum will commemorate the
100th anniversary of women’s suffrage
through the “Beyond the Vote” exhibit.
“James Cameron – CHALLENGING THE DEEP” traces filmmaker
James Cameron’s lifelong pursuit of and
achievements in deep ocean science,
technology and exploration,
Groups of 10 or more receive discounted rates. When visiting, make sure
to stop by the authentic soda fountain to
enjoy a malt or another sweet treat. n
The Durham Museum
402-444-5071
durhammuseum.org

SEUM
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Millions-of-years-old natural wonder
provides outdoor adventure
Lake Shasta Caverns National Natural Landmark, located just outside of
Redding, California, is “Three Adventures
in One.”
Sitting in the foothills of Mount Shasta 900 feet above Shasta Lake, the caverns
are 250 million years in the making.
Once in the caverns, groups will be awed
by cathedral rooms, stalactites, stalagmites and sparkling pools.
“Lake Shasta Caverns offers a special
discount for large groups in addition to
offering customizable boat tours along
Shasta Lake, including Shasta Dam, with
memorable lunch and dinner cruises,”
said Sheila Dougherty, industry relations
coordinator at the Redding Convention
& Visitors Bureau.
Request a guided tour to venture
through the caverns outfitted with lighted

helmets. Learn about the 38 cave formations, Jurassic fossils and so much more.
Accessible by boat, groups can take a
two-hour tour highlighting every natural
feature and beauty nearby. Begin with a
catamaran cruise across Shasta Lake, then
take a bus ride up the mountains. Finish
with a guided tour of the caverns.
Animal sightings are common, too.
Keep an eye out for bald eagles, black
bears, deer and mountain lions — some
descending toward the cavern entrance.
Many tour bus-friendly hotels are
only 15 minutes from the landmark.
“Tour operators and planners should
include Lake Shasta Caverns National
Natural Landmark to their itineraries as it
allows for an eventful ‘Three Adventures
in One’ experience to wrap up a two-day
excursion to Redding with our other

PHOTO: COURTESY OF REDDING
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

unique attractions nearby such as Shasta
Dam, the world-famous Sundial Bridge
and a handful of other national and state
parks,” Dougherty said.
To ensure social distancing, group
tour sizes may be altered at this time.
Currently, dinner cruises are temporarily
suspended. Contact the caverns to inquire after current COVID regulations. n
Lake Shasta Caverns
National Natural Landmark
800-795-2283
lakeshastacaverns.com

Experience and Explore

Redding, California
] National and State Parks
] Architectural Must See’s
] Agritourism Delights
] Vibrant Arts & Culture
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TEXAS

sip
Located at the convergence
of two beautiful Texas wine
trails — the Red River Wine
Trail and the Cross Timbers
Wine Trail — Nocona has
been associated with wine
for decades. The region is
also home to a number of
breweries, making it the
perfect destination for wine
and beer connoisseurs.
Hear the story of Arché
Winery with a vineyard and
winery tour. Then, sit down to
a glass of wine in the tasting
room. Discover beautiful
hillside views at 4R Ranch
Vineyards and Winery —
also offering tours and tastings
for groups.
Other popular watering
holes in the Nocona area
include Nocona Beer and
Brewery, Blue Ostrich
Winery & Vineyard,
Marker Cellars and OG
Cellars.

g

“
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We have something for everyone in Nocona, Texas.
Whether you’re planning a trip for history buffs, classic
car fanatics, wine enthusiasts or outdoor adventurers;
Nocona, Texas, has several themes to fit your planning
needs. We have several lodging options, including a
renovated hotel in the historical downtown area, bed &
breakfast and an inn close by.

”

—Destinee Norman, Discover Nocona

ask
Discover Nocona
940-825-3526
nocona.org
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go
Nocona’s heritage boasts the only baseball glove factory still
existing in the nation and hosted the leather goods industry’s first
female-owned boot making business in the early 20th century. A day
at the museum or in the factory will introduce groups to the region’s
history through interactive and up-close experiences.
Through both temporary and permanent exhibits, Nocona’s
Tales ‘N’ Trails Museum offers a vivid historic lesson on North
Central Texas. Five topics are at the core of the museum: Native
American Culture, Western Heritage, Agriculture, Leather Goods and
Oil & Gas Industry.
For the classic car lovers, the Horton Classic Car Museum is
spread throughout three buildings and includes a Corvette collection
with every model from 1953 through 1973.
At the Nokona factory and museum, groups will see how
America’s baseball glove is made — from leather selection and cutting
to stamping, embroidery, forming, stitching and lacing.

west

Stay

Play

Royalgorgebridge.com

ExploreGlenRose.org

Explore

Wyoming State Capitol
restoration project
completed in
2019!

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ – July 23-August 1, 2021
Cheyenne Botanic Gardens Grand Conservatory
Wyoming State Museum and State Capitol
Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Old West Museum
Historic Cheyenne Depot and Museum
Western Shopping Galore
Terry Bison Ranch
Big Boy Steam Engine

At the intersection of I-80 and I-25 | 800-426-5009 | CHEYENNE.ORG
grouptourmagazine.com
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topeka

With Civil War history,
African American history and
pioneer history, Topeka is a
cultural immersion into some of
the biggest events in the nation’s
history. Nearly 40 years in the
making, the Kansas State
Capitol features impressive
paintings, murals and statues.
Schedule a historic tour or for
the thrill seekers, a dome tour
— taking groups up 296 steps
to the summit of the capitol’s
dome.
A crucial case, Brown v.
Board of Education ended
legal segregation in public
schools. Brown v. Board
of Education National
Historic Site commemorates
this Supreme Court decision
and is located at what was
Monroe Elementary School, one
of the four segregated schools
for African Americans in
Topeka. Plan a group visit and
tour the historic school while
learning about racism and the
road to freedom in the United
States.
Step back into the 1800s at
Old Prairie Town/WardMeade Historic Site. Tours
are available of the village which
include replicas of 19th-century
prairie homes and storefronts,
as well as the original WardMeade mansion. Group meals
are available.

g
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“

From educational stops at Brown v. Board
of Education National Historic Site to a
thrilling experience at Evel Knievel Museum,
we can personalize each trip with as many
hands-on or laid-back memories your group
is looking to make. You’ll love us for our
flexibility and ability to schedule private beer/
wine tasting tours, reserved nights on the
town and unique dining experiences.
—Jessica Schenkel,

”

vice president, convention sales and marketing, Visit Topeka
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see
Looking to add some art and entertainment to the
itinerary? Topeka’s Historic Jayhawk Theatre —
built in 1925 — features a creative mix of live music,
theatrical performances, dance, comedy and film.
The Alice C. Sabatini Gallery is home to the
oldest public art collection in Topeka. See ceramics, glass
works, African tribal art, contemporary prints and so
much more.
Groups should make time to visit Topeka’s NOTO
Arts & Entertainment District where they will
find fine art on street corners, eclectic shops, large event
spaces and local dining.

ask
Visit Topeka
785-215-8582
visit.topekapartnership.com

west
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Explore science and humanities at Museum of Idaho
The Museum of Idaho’s roots go back
to 1914. It was in 2003 it was reopened as
the Museum of Idaho (MOI) and since
then, it has served over a million visitors.
“The museum is located in beautiful
downtown Idaho Falls, the cultural center
of the Yellowstone/Teton region,” said
Jeff Carr, the museum’s senior director of
external affairs. “MOI is now the largest
science and history center in Idaho.”
At the time of publication, MOI is not
offering group tours, but plans to again in
the future. Under normal circumstances,
MOI provides special rates for groups of
15 or more and can arrange educational
experiences during a visit.
Groups see 14 galleries that cover the
environmental and cultural history of
Idaho and the West, from the Ice Age to
the present day — many of which have
interactive features.

“Visitors can stroll through a
19th-century Western town full of hundreds of authentic goods, use augmented
reality to hunt a life-size mammoth, and
use balls and magnets to mimic nuclear
chain reactions,” Carr said.
In addition, MOI always has at least
one interactive special traveling exhibit.
These exhibits have included the world’s
largest T. rex, Gutenberg Bibles and personal items from the Titanic.
In 2019, MOI welcomed a new exhibit
hall and an education center. Only last
month, MOI again stood out as a top attraction in the West with its debut of the new
permanent Idaho exhibit, Way Out West.
“This yet again doubles the size of the
museum for visitors, adding seven galleries
of significant artifacts and high-tech interactive experiences for all ages,” Carr said.
The addition will also include a new

lobby, museum store, private rooms and
more restrooms.
MOI’s placement near main interstates and highways also makes it the perfect place to stop and get context before
visiting some of the grandest national
parks in the nation.
“The museum offers bus parking and
private rooms for travelers to eat meals
and relax,” Carr said. “And there are
numerous restaurants, shops and other
attractions — such as the falls, River
Walk, Japanese Garden and art galleries
— within easy walking distance.”
Visit the museum’s website to check if
group visits are offered at this time and to
find other COVID-related updates. n
Museum of Idaho
208-522-1400
museumofidaho.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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WELLS STREET BRIDGE, FORT WAYNE
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

Hoosier
highlights:
Tour these Indiana icons

Indiana is the Crossroads of America.
What’s more, the Hoosier State is
home to a variety of attractions that
can be found nowhere else, from a
major motor sports complex to
an art glass manufacturer.
Build an itinerary around these
only-in-Indiana experiences.

grouptourmagazine.com
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Indianapolis
Motor Speedway
and
Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Museum
INDIANAPOLIS
Located inside the famed 2½-mile Indianapolis Motor
Speedway oval, the IMS Museum holds one of the world’s
premier motorsports and automobile collections. Interpretive
emphasis is on the Indianapolis 500 and its role as an American icon of sporting tradition and innovation. On the Kiss The
Bricks Tour, take a lap around the track and stop to kiss the
bricks from the original 1909 track at the start/finish line.
317-492-6784, indyracingmuseum.org

Harrison County
CORYDON
See where Indiana was born. A fascinating
history lesson is in order with a guided tour
of Indiana’s First State Capitol and Governor
Hendricks Headquarters. Shop for antiques,
crafts and collectibles, take a walking tour
and visit the old-fashioned soda fountain in
downtown Corydon’s shopping district. Then
watch a demonstration of hand-blown art
glass at Zimmerman Art Glass Factory and
browse the gift shop for a unique handmade
item. And there are underground adventures.
Explore Squire Boone Caverns, take a guided
tour of Marengo Cave and an underground
boat ride at Indiana Caverns Family Adventure Park.
888-738-2137
thisisindiana.org/group-travel
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Visit Southern Indiana’s home for natural excursions for awe-inspiring caverns; outdoor
fun including canoeing and ziplining; nature trails for mountain biking, horseback
riding, and hiking; a charming historic downtown; wineries; and a luxury casino.
Pictured: View of the Ohio River from O’Bannon Woods State Park

THISISINDIANA.ORG/GROUP-TRAVEL
Request your free Visitor Guide

French Lick Resort
FRENCH LICK
AND WEST BADEN

WEST BADEN SPRINGS HOTEL
PHOTO: INDIANA OFFICE OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Wolf Park
BATTLE GROUND
Since 1972, staff members at the education,
conservation and research
facility near Lafayette have
studied gray wolves, red
foxes, gray foxes and bison.
A variety of tours are available, including the Follow
the Pack Tour and a Private
Tour. Visit in the evening
for Howl Night. Learn
how wolves communicate
through the howl and
through body language.

Two historic hotels make up the
grand French Lick Resort: French Lick
Springs Hotel, built in 1901, and West
Baden Springs Hotel, built in 1902. Over
$600 million has been spent to restore
the properties to their original grandeur. West Baden Springs Hotel, once
known as the “Eighth Wonder of the
World,” has been designated a National
Historic Landmark. In addition to three
championship level golf courses and two
world-class spas, there is a Vegas-style
gaming casino. Take a guided historical
walking tour.
812-936-3418, frenchlick.com

765-567-2265
wolfpark.org
88
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Indiana’s Unforgettable
Group Experience!
Our storied past, your next adventure.

#MyFrenchLick
vflwb.com • 812-936-3418

Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination for groups large and
small. Nestled in the heart of Southern Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier
National Forest, this resort community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed
awe inspiring getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous
history and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious
hospitality, ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Jasmine Hilderbrand at

jasmine@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com or 812-936-3418.

PHOTO: INDIANA OFFICE OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Dearborn County
AURORA AND
LAWRENCEBURG
Dearborn County in southeast Indiana
is known as the perfect place to play for
tour groups. Sally McWilliams, who handles group tour sales for Dearborn County,
has devised an array of imaginative group
tour itineraries, many of which have handson “make it and take it” experiences.
Victorian House Museum, which overlooks
Aurora and the Ohio River, transports visitors to the 1850s. Luncheon, tea or dinner
service can be added on to a tour of the
Italian Renaissance mansion.
800-322-8198
toursoutheastindiana.com

The Hoosier Gym
KNIGHTSTOWN
High school basketball is a big part of Indiana. The 1986 movie Hoosiers
was partially filmed in this gym, used by Knightstown High School until the
mid-1960s. The movie was loosely based on the 1954 Milan High School
team and its stunning state title run. In those days, all the schools played
in one classification, so the odds were stacked against small schools like
Milan. Volunteers and staff members conduct tours.
765-345-2100, thehoosiergym.com

Request A Planner
Enjoy Midwest Experiences
in Southeast Indiana
“All the different hands-on activities are a blast, no talent
required! You are treated like their guest and everything is
planned out for you. We loved it!”
– Triumph Community Bank Travel Club, East Moline, IL
“Fun Farm & Market Experiences”
– Clarksville Parks & Rec, Clarksville, IN
“Wonderful experience, top-notch service!”
– CBS Bank Shining Stars, Russellville, AL

Call 1-800-322-8198 or view sample itineraries
online at www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com.
Dearborn County Convention, Visitor & Tourism Bureau
Lawrenceburg, Indiana 47025
“Like” TOUR Southeast Indiana on Facebook
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Scott County
It’s all about location in Scott County. Located on the Interstate 65 corridor, Scott County offers a “stay
here and go anywhere” option with an easy 30-minute drive to Louisville, Kentucky, and the simplicity of
being located 80 miles south of Indianapolis. Take a behind-the-scenes look at the operations at Goat Milk
Stuff Farm. See where the goats live and where goat’s milk soap is made and the cheese kitchen. All around
Scott County are beautiful barn quilts, celebrating southern Indiana and Scott County’s rich history of textile
arts. Historical markers note significant moments, including a Confederate raid during the Civil War.
812-752-9211, greatscottindiana.com

Vincennes Indiana
boasts the Indiana Military
Museum, which has one
of the most outstanding
collections of military
artifacts in the Midwest
including Red Skelton’s
Army uniform. Swing over
to the Red Skelton Museum
to see more of his iconic
memorabilia. Visit historic
sites, antique stores, farm
markets and more!

Plan your itinerary
call 800.886.6443 or visit

visitvincennes.org/group-tour

grouptourmagazine.com
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Bob Ross Experience

SoIN (Southern Indiana)

MUNCIE

CLARKSVILLE, JEFFERSONVILLE
AND NEW ALBANY

The soft-spoken painter inspired generations of
public TV viewers. Ross encouraged his viewers to
reinterpret perceived mistakes as “happy little accidents.” His series, “The Joy of Painting” originated from a studio in the L.L. Ball home on Minnetrista’s campus from 1983 to 1988. Minnetrista has
refurbished Ross’s former studio, brought together
objects and media from his life and career, and
added interactive experiences to bring the “Joy of
Painting” to life for visitors. There is also a classic
1980s living room, reminiscent of where so many
people first encountered Ross.
765-282-4848, minnetrista.net
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Hoosier hospital meets Southern charm in Clark
and Floyd counties. Derby Dinner Playhouse offers
a meal plus Broadway musicals and lighthearted
comedies. From the sweet smell of cinnamon and
chocolate to the taste of delectable handmade candies, Schimpff’s Confectionery is a long-time regional
treasure. Book a Culbertson Mansion Clue Party and
dress up as Clue characters while enjoying a whodunit group game. At Falls of the Ohio State Park &
Interpretive Center, explore the 390-million-year-old
fossil bed.
812-280-8082, gosoin.com

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE MINNETRISTA HERITAGE COLLECTION
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Quilt Gardens Along the Heritage Trail
ELKHART COUNTY
Quilting, gardening and art come together in this annual event that features more than 150,000 blooms,
19 quilt-patterned gardens and 22 outdoor hand-painted quilt art murals. The Quilt Gardens, viewable from
May 30 to Oct. 1, are open at all times and free. Each quilt garden and quilt mural has its own intricate pattern. Gardens and murals are located in Bristol, Elkhart, Goshen, Middlebury, Nappanee and Wakarusa.
800-262-8161, visitelkhartcounty.com/groups

Kokomo
Opalescent Glass &
Indiana Glass Trail
KOKOMO

VISIT INDIANA’S TOP GROUP DESTINATION
Step into a slower, safer pace in the heart of Northern Indiana
Amish Country and experience true Hoosier Hospitality at
Das Dutchman Essenhaus, located in Middlebury, Indiana.

Tour Kokomo Opalescent Glass, where
sheet art glass is manufactured in the
same way as it was when the company
was founded in 1888. Skilled ladlers quickly
scoop molten glass from the furnace and
carefully mix the glass to the exact color
and texture desired. The glass is then sent
through rollers and the annealing oven. In
the Hot Glass Studio glass blowers make
everything from rondels to paperweights
and vases. The company is part of the Indiana Glass Trail, which features artists and
glass-related venues in eastern Indiana.
kog.com
indianaglasstrail.com

Das Dutchman Essenhaus’ beautiful campus features the world-famous
Restaurant with family-style dining, live theatre productions at Heritage
Hall, beautifully manicured walking paths, peaceful carriage rides,
the largest Quilt Gardens along the Heritage Trail and more.
Top off your Well Crafted group experience with a relaxing night’s stay
at the Essenhaus Inn complete with luggage handling,
generously-sized guest rooms with stunning
Amish-crafted furniture, in-room coffee, indoor
pool, fitness center and a deluxe hot breakfast.
Contact Sonya Nash, CTIS, CTP at 800.262.8161
to plan your next great group-friendly tour!

VisitElkhartCounty.com/groups
PHOTO: GREATER KOKOMO VISITORS BUREAU
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USS LST Ship
Memorial
EVANSVILLE
Guides lead visitors on
tours of LST-325, the last
remaining fully functioning
LST in the United States. LST
stands for Landing Ship, Tank.
These amphibious vessels
were designed to land battle-ready tanks, troops and
supplies directly onto enemy
shores. LST-325 served in the
U.S. Navy during WWII, with
the Military Sea Transportation
Service in arctic operations in
the 1950s and with the Greek
Navy from 1964 until 2000.
812-435-8678
lstmemorial.org

PHOTO: CRAIG SWANSEY

Tenderloin Lovers Trail Indiana Foodways Alliance
The breaded pork tenderloin sandwich is about as Indiana as it gets. The
sandwich traces its origin to Nick’s Kitchen in Huntington. Nowadays, varieties
range from crispy, flat and huge to thick and juicy. Indiana Foodways Alliance
Tenderloin Lovers Trails can be found in central, northern and southern Indiana.
If a tenderloin isn’t your favorite food, don’t fret. The alliance offers 21 trails —
from I Scream for Ice Cream to Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner.
indianafoodways.com

TOUR SOUTHEAST INDIANA

Rivertown Adventure, Hillforest Victorian House Museum

Fall Mums, Farms & Markets, Mt. Tabor Alpaca Farm

Hands-on Fun, Southeastern Indiana Art Guild

Bees, Birds & Butterflies, McCabe’s Greenhouse

We’re Ready
For You!
1-800-322-8198

www.TourSoutheastIndiana.com
Aurora & Lawrenceburg, Indiana

grouptourmagazine.com
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The facility is home to one of the largest groups of orangutans in an American zoo. In
addition to collaborating with international scientists, researchers at the center offer the apes
computer-based cognitive tasks on a daily basis. These opportunities for learning and problem
solving are conducted in a demonstration format with visitors. Watch the orangutans exercise
in a “functional forest.” Orangutans are critically endangered and only found in the wild on the
islands of Borneo and Sumatra.
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Start your visit with a tour of the
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Start with a wine & cheese selection
at Rembrandt’s Gallery & Wine bar.
Head to Key West Shrimp House for
the award winning chowder...

MEET YOUR
INNER ARTIST

A fun, creative experience for ladies
& gents, young & old of all skill levels.
Spend the day crafting and exploring
your artistic side. Try arm knitting...

Get Your Group Planner

800-559-2956 | visitmadison.org

WE’RE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!
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FIND YOUR EVERYTHING
Discover your place to getaway. To indulge and enjoy it all your way. This is your day of
adventure. Your day to win. So come and go all-in. There’s delicious dining, king-size luxury,
big-time winning and so much more at Michigan’s most exciting destination. It’s a New Day

soaringeaglecasino.com

Mt. Pleasant, MI | 1.888.7.EAGLE.7

