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Editor’s Note:
During this period of social 
distancing, Group Tour magazine 
will continue to provide group 
travel inspiration. Please contact 
destinations and attractions 
directly for updated reopening 
and safety information.

Courtney Birchmeier
                                                            
courtney@grouptour.com
                                                            

editor’s 
letter
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Baby steps
A few short weeks ago, my 13-month-old daughter took her first steps. As my 

husband and I encouraged her to step toward us with our sing-song voices and silly 
faces, she stood there, hesitant and unsure. For a solid minute, she stood, steady 
but just not ready. She looked from me to her dad, and back again, wanting that 
reassurance that it would all be ok. In her own time, she outstretched her little 
footie-pajamaed leg and took her first wobblily steps into our arms.

I’ve replayed the moment over and over in my mind and replayed the video we 
were so lucky to capture. Those first baby steps into this big new world aren’t much 
unlike how I feel as the world begins to open up. For now, I’m not fully ready, even 
though outside forces are encouraging me and reassuring me that it can be safe to 
do so. Just like my daughter, I have all the means to take those steps and a vaccina-
tion card to prove it. But it’s still scary stepping back into the uncertainty of the “old 
normal.” 

I believe travelers are ready to take those baby steps, too, but they might need 
cheerleaders in the distance reassuring them and allowing them to move at their 
own pace. Travelers, like toddlers, will do things when they’re ready, on their terms. 
Some were ready to hit the road yesterday, while others might need more time. 
And that’s ok! 

Whenever the time is right to travel for your business and your customers, 
Group Tour magazine is here to share the latest and greatest of group travel. This 
month’s cover story on U.S. UNESCO World Heritage Sites gives a glimpse of the 
natural and cultural sites that have received that honor. The U.S. is home to 24 of 
the 1,121 UNESCO World Heritage Sites across the globe, with more on the ten-
tative list. Other features include Niagara Falls, New York; Ohio presidential sites; 
Civil Rights locations in the Southeast; and Wyoming heritage spots. 

Our OnTrend feature shares details about Sedona, Arizona’s Sustainable Tour-
ism Plan. In Spotlight, we interview Bob Neff Jr., president and general manager of 
Bob Neff Tours, a faith-based tour company based in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

Also, in this issue, you’ll find our special Group Tour Virginia section that’ll 
guide you through the state’s best group tour spots. And bundled with this maga-
zine, Group Tour Heritage & History is full of ideas for your next history tour.

Your next print magazine will arrive in August, but I encourage you to check 
out grouptourmagazine.com for lots of new and exclusive content. Follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram for the group travel inspiration you know and love. 

As always, we appreciate your readership and support of Group Tour magazine. 

                      Until next time, 

PHOTO: 
LIFE IN CONTRAST MEDIA
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ontrend

 Sedona, Arizona, is a traveler’s 
dream. With unparalleled natural beauty, 
days upon days of sunshine, a mild climate 
and a welcoming spirit, it’s not surprising 
that 3 million people visit Sedona annually. 
Tourism’s annual economic impact is more 
than $1 billion, making it the area’s most 
significant industry.

In recent years, Sedonans have come to 
worry about the environmental impacts of 
overtourism. In response to these concerns, 
the Sustainable Tourism Plan was born to 
help preserve Sedona for generations to 
come. 

We spoke with Candace Carr Strauss, 
President/CEO of the Sedona Chamber of 
Commerce & Tourism Bureau to learn more 
about Sedona’s sustainable tourism efforts. 

Q.  What is the Sustainable 
 Tourism Plan and what led to 
 the decision to take action?
A. As our tourism industry grew, our 

residents, visitors, tour operators and 
hoteliers were becoming concerned about 
impacts on our environment, which led us 
to study sustainability in Sedona in 2016. 
Over the course of 18 months, and with 
the assistance of the Arizona State Univer-
sity School of Sustainability and Nichols 
Tourism Group, the Sedona Chamber and 
the Sedona City Council spearheaded a 
broad community conversation about de-
veloping a measurable, strategic sustainable 
tourism plan that would guide our tourism 

management efforts.  
Town halls, online and in-person sur-

veys, focus groups and government public 
meetings all had a role in seeking public 
guidance and feedback. The result was the 
participation of more than 1,000 individ-
uals — including visitors — and a plan 
endorsed unanimously by the Sedona City 
Council in March 2019. The Sedona Sus-
tainable Tourism Plan identifies four pillars 
of sustainability — and more than 60 sep-
arate, measurable actions with associated 
timelines and assigned responsible parties 
for achieving those actions. The plan is the 
first of its kind in Arizona and received 
the Governor’s Award at the annual state 
tourism conference in July 2019. 

 
Q. What changes might a return 
 visitor to Sedona see now 
 compared to several years ago, 
 in terms of sustainability?
A. Roundabouts, easier vehicle access 

to Uptown Sedona thanks to a new south-
bound lane, an artistically designed median 
barrier through Uptown, water refill 
stations, enhanced walking and bike paths 
and fix-it stations, easy availability of infor-
mation, more sustainable practices among 
more Sedona businesses, signage near trails 
reminding about “pack in and pack out” 
and other desired visitor behaviors — and 
more! Visitors arriving in the near future 
may see the construction of a pedestrian 
underpass at Tlaquepaque Arts & Shopping 

Sustainable Tourism Plan 
preserves Sedona 

for generations to come
Learn how visitors play a key role in keeping Sedona beautiful 

 
By Courtney Birchmeier 



Village and a connector road between the 
west Sedona and Uptown stretch of SR 89A 
that will alleviate traffic. Lots going on! 

Also, the Fly Friendly Agreement 
means Sedona helicopter tour operators 
have agreed to “no-fly” zones encompass-
ing the entire City of Sedona to reduce air 
noise and protect sensitive archaeological 
sites. In an effort to disperse hikers, new 
trails have been created through the Sedo-
na Trail Keepers Program. We also encour-
age visitors to enjoy the entire Verde Valley, 
such as the Verde Valley Wine Region.

 
Q. What types of changes are 
 tourism businesses undergoing 
 to help the effort? 
A. There are over 100 businesses 

located in Sedona and the Verde Valley 
that are now sustainably certified with the 
Sustainability Alliance. One of the most 
recent businesses upgraded to the Silver/
Innovative level is the Element Hotel. They 
have taken steps to conserve water and 
energy in the hotel and they have reduced 
their plastic and food waste, to name a few 
examples. Every sustainability effort is dif-
ferent depending on the business, and the 
Sustainability Alliance makes suggestions 
for the business as well to increase their 
certification level and sustainability effort. 

 
Q. Are there currently any 
 sustainability-focused 
 experiences that visitors 
 can participate in? 
A. Our Voluntourism events are the 

biggest opportunities we encourage visitors 
to participate in. Seasonally they can help 
pick up trash by Oak Creek or on the trails, 
for example. They can currently participate 
in volunteering for the Sedona Commu-
nity Food Bank, Sedona Humane Society, 
Verde Valley Habitat for Humanity, or with 
the Sedona Historical Society maintaining 
the historic cemeteries in the area. All of 
these options are perfect ways for visitors 
to get more involved in the community 
they are visiting and connect directly with 
residents to learn more about how we can 
take care of Sedona together. Recycling and 
water refill stations are also around town 
and help reduce waste. PHOTO: SEDONA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & TOURISM BUREAU 
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 Q. What are some sustainability 
 practices visitors should 
 remember when visiting Sedona?
A. The Sedona Chamber of Commerce 

& Tourism Bureau is partners with Leave 
No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics. When 
traveling anywhere or participating in 
outdoor activities, it is so important visitors 
follow the 7 Principles of Leave No Trace. 
These principles are easy ways anyone can 
help take care of our natural environment 
and ecosystems.

We also encourage visitors and res-
idents alike to take the Sedona Cares 
Pledge, which contains commitments like 
respecting the natural quiet of the area, 
following traffic and parking rules, and of 
course leaving no trace. We hope all visi-
tors take the pledge to care for Sedona and 
commit to not littering, staying on the 
trails, being quiet and even following CDC 
practices during the pandemic, among 
other commitments. 

 Q. Has group travel, specifically, 
 been considered in the plan?
A. Yes! Our hoteliers are very engaged 

in communicating with on-site guests 
about water conservation in the resort 
and while out and about. Tour operators 
are training in sustainability education for 
groups and serving as volunteer monitors 
of sensitive historic and prehistoric sites. 
Many dining experiences not only are 
operating sustainably but are participating 
in the Straw Free Sedona program, giving 
guests the opportunity to join us in reduc-
ing plastic waste. Voluntourism is also a 
possible group-focused suitable activity.

 
Q. Is there anything else travelers 
 should know about the 
 Sustainable Tourism Plan? 
A. Travelers should know that the 

Sustainable Tourism Plan is more than just 
a document — it is a guiding light for Se-

dona’s future and one that is being im-
plemented as we speak. The fundamental 
concept is to involve everyone with a stake 
in Sedona — including our groups and 
family visitors — in the roles we must play 
to keep Sedona sustainable. The pay-off 
will benefit everyone — a sustainable Se-
dona makes for a more memorable visitor 
experience and improves quality of life for 
residents. Preserving Sedona keeps visitors 
coming back to be refreshed, amazed and 
rejuvenated by Red Rock Country — all 
the while knowing that we are committed 
to long-term sustainable management of 
our destination’s attributes and our tourism 
industry, preserving Sedona for genera-
tions to come.

 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce 
 & Tourism Bureau
800-288-7336
visitsedona.com

THE 7 LEAVE NO TRACE PRINCIPLES 
Be considerate 

of others
Plan ahead 
and prepare

Travel and 
camp 

on durable 
surfaces

Dispose 
of waste 
properly

Leave what 
you find

Minimize 
campfire 
impacts

Respect 
wildlife

PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK10 May 2021
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spotlight

Q. What is your favorite part 
 of the job?
A. My favorite part of the job is helping in tour planning and 
then reading the evaluations when the tours return. We are 
always looking to improve. It is important to make the changes 
for the next tour soon after the tour returns while it is fresh on 
your mind. 

Another favorite part of my job is our annual Preview event 
each January. We start with a reunion for our past travelers, giv-
ing them the opportunity to compare pictures and renew friend-
ships. We bring in some entertainment and tell attendees about 
the tours in the upcoming year. It is always great to connect with 
traveling friends and help them catch the excitement for travel. 

Our 2021 “Preview Season” event was unique because it was 
virtual. We featured several videos from our tour directors and 
marketing director as well as some entertainment on video that 
travelers would enjoy. We extended the early booking discounts 
to seven weeks instead of just one day. 

Q. In the face of COVID-19, travel 
 conditions have been impacted. 
 What tourism trends are you seeing 
 that impact the future of group 
 travel and how you work?
A. As we are all well aware, the pandemic has hit the travel in-
dustry particularly hard. Keeping in touch with other tour oper-
ators has been encouraging. More flexible policies from vendors 
are also much appreciated. Reduced staff in our office as well in 
the offices of our vendors requires patience and diligence. Staying 
current on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and state 
guidelines for COVID-19 is a challenge but essential.

People are anxious to board our coaches again, but they want to 

Bob Neff Tours
Faith-based tours resonate with groups
By Cindy Fish

What started out as a dream of getting 
people together to travel to hear the Rev. 
Billy Graham at Madison Square Garden 
eventually blossomed into the full-time 
business of Bob Neff Tours. Bob Neff Sr. 
started his Lancaster, Pennsylvania-based 
company in 1972. The company focuses 
on faith-based tours known as Christian 
Fellowship Getaways. Bob Neff Tours’ 
mission is to honor God in its tours, to take 
trips to family-friendly places and to promote 
an enjoyable, refreshing environment for its 
staff and traveling friends. 

In 1981, Bob Neff Jr. joined the business 
and today, serves as the president and general 

manager of the 
organization, all 
while keeping his 
parents’ vision intact. 
Bob Neff Jr. shared 
some insights about 
himself and the 
company. 

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF BOB NEFF TOURS

BOB NEFF JR.



make sure it is a safe experience. They are trusting us to give them a 
safe experience. Our priority is our travelers’ health and safety.

We see hopeful signs that travel will come back. The vaccine 
may put folks more at ease with traveling again. Many clients are 
transferring deposits from 2020 to 2021 and even 2022 tours, 
indicating their optimism and eagerness to be on-the-go again.

Q. What advice do you have for 
 fellow group travel planners?
A. Don’t be discouraged! This too shall pass. Make the hard 
decisions now when it comes to staffing and wait for travel to 
return, because it will.  

Update your website. Stay in contact with your travelers via 
newsletters and emails from time-to-time that communicate the 
excitement for travel and link it to your webpage. Photo blogs are 
also a great way to have people go to your webpage so they can 

remember the fun they have on tour. Social media offers so many 
other ways to stay in touch with your clients.

Finally, use this time to perfect your tours so that when people 
are ready to travel, they will get a first-class product. It is also good 
to contact your group leaders with updates to keep them engaged. 

Q. What travel destination or 
 activity is on your bucket list? 
A. I enjoy visiting the national parks, so I am looking forward to 
revisiting a few that I have been to and exploring some new ones 
as well. There is so much to see in America, and I never get tired 
of the beauty in these parks. n

Bob Neff Tours
800-848-1492
bobnefftours.com

BOB NEFF TOURS GROUP, 
ARK ENCOUNTER, 
WILLIAMSTOWN, KY. 

BOB NEFF TOURS GROUP, WYOMING

BOB NEFF TOURS GROUP, 
TRAIN RIDE, PART OF AN 
ALASKA CRUISE
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news+notes

Visit Spokane debuts 
new website design

Visit Spokane, the destination marketing 
organization for the Spokane, Washington, re-
gion, unveiled a fresh, new look at its website, 
VisitSpokane.com. The new design coincides 
with and hopes to aid in the hospitality indus-
try’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Among the new features: more straightfor-
ward navigation, emphasis on blog content, 
more inclusive partner listings, seamless part-
ner advertising integration and personalized 
trip planning with the “Start Your Adventure” 
tool. The new site is live now. 509-624-1341

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame plans 
expansion

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, located in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and the home of rock ‘n’ 
roll legends, will grow starting in 2022 when 
ground is broken for a $100 million building 
expansion between the lakefront museum and 
the Great Lakes Science Center. The project 
includes a 50,000-square-foot addition with 
space for events, learning labs, onsite archives 
for visitors to access, large-scale traveling ex-
hibits and a new band shell overlooking Lake 
Erie. 216- 781-7625, rockhall.com

Visit Oxnard publishes 
new website

Visit Oxnard — Oxnard, California’s, official destination marketing or-
ganization — recently debuted its website’s new look. VisitOxnard.com now 
better promotes business and leisure travel with a number of new features 
including a redesigned media hub, new resources for hospitality partners, 
search engine-friendly event calendar and more user-friendly navigation 
tools — along with new visual designs. In addition, a new dynamic map is 
coming soon to the website. 805-385-7545

Warm weather destination properties 
offering safe, social distancing packages

The hotel ownership and management group Noble House Hotels & 
Resorts, Ltd. announced its new trademarked term, Tropical Distancing ™. 
The term refers to the safe, social distancing practices at the group’s warm 
weather destination hotels and resorts including but not limited to San Diego 
Mission Bay Resort, Kona Kai Resort & Spa, La Playa Beach & Golf, Ocean 
Key Resort & Spa and Little Palm Island Resort & Spa. Guests can enjoy spe-
cial experiences like private beach dinners, outdoor adventure packages and 
more. 877-662-5387, noblehousehotels.com

PHOTO: ROCK & ROLL HALL OF FAME14 May 2021
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Hawaii’s Turtle Bay Resort 
to unveil transformational 
renovation this summer 

Turtle Bay Resort, an Oahu landmark 
since 1973, is set to reopen this summer 
after a major renovation that will em-
body the very best of the North Shore’s 
captivating natural beauty, adventurous 
experiences and rich culture. The resort 
is set on 1,300 oceanfront acres, featuring 
a farm and 5 miles of pristine beaches, 
ranging from secluded coves to legend-
ary surf spots. Nearly every aspect of the 
hotel experience will be transformed to 
immerse guests in this dramatic land-
scape, from the stunning redesigned lob-
by and pool deck to the locally inspired 
dining concepts and spacious new Ocean 
Bungalows just steps from the water. 
More details will be announced soon. 
866-475-2567, turtlebayresort.com

National World War I 
Memorial coming to 
Washington DC

The United States World War I Cen-
tennial Commission began construction 
on a dedicated U.S. WWI Memorial last 
November. The memorial commemo-
rates the 100th anniversary of the war’s 
end and honors the 4.7 million service-
men and women. It is scheduled to be 
completed in late 2021 in Pershing Park 
across from The Willard InterContinen-
tal Hotel. worldwar1centennial.org

The Maritime Aquarium unveils seal exhibit
Cheer on the harbor seals of The Maritime Aquarium at 

Norwalk in Norwalk, Connecticut, as they explore an enormous 
new habitat that opened in late May and is the aquarium’s largest 
aquatic display. Guests watch from above and below the surface 
as the seals dive, twirl and bob in the new 150,000-gallon, 
20-foot-deep exhibit. “The exhibit represents an exciting new 
opportunity for us to tell the story of the seals that populate our 
local waters, for us to further enhance the care that we provide 
to our seals, and for our seals to just — well — be seals in a 
much larger, deeper environment,” said Dave Sigworth, aquari-
um spokesman. 203-852-0700, maritimeaquarium.org

PHOTO: THE MARITIME AQUARIUM AT NORWALK

PHOTO: ROCK & ROLL HALL OF FAME

PHOTO: TURTLE BAY RESORT
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food+drink

Whether groups are looking for unique eats 
or culinary classics, Indiana’s food scene hits the 
mark, and then some. Not only will groups eat 
well in The Hoosier State, but they’ll discover local 
stories and culture in the process, thanks to Indi-
ana Foodways Alliance (IFA) and its collection of 
culinary trails. 

With beginnings in 2007, Indiana Foodways 
Alliance is now a statewide, nonprofit member-
ship marketing organization promoting locally 
owned restaurants and food related businesses 
through 21 culinary trails. Each restaurant goes 
through an assessment process including a site 
visit by an IFA representative, meeting the owners 
and learning more information.

The 21 culinary trails showcase Indiana’s best 
eats, the most popular being its Hoosier Pie Trail 
and its Tenderloin Lovers Trail — which pay hom-
age to favorite Indiana foods, the Sugar Cream Pie 
and the Pork Tenderloin Sandwich. 

“Indiana Foodways Alliance Culinary Trails 
feature many popular foods throughout Indiana,” 
said Lindsey Skeen, executive director at Indiana 

By Courtney Birchmeier

Indiana 
Foodways 
Alliance  
makes food fun
Statewide nonprofit 
celebrates and promotes 
authentic Indiana eats 

PHOTOS: INDIANA OFFICE OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

ZAHARAKOS, COLUMBUS



Foodways Alliance. “Some popular trails 
for groups are the Sweet Temptations 
Trail, which features sweet shops and 
confectioneries around Indiana, and the 
I Scream For Ice Cream Trail, which fea-
tures ice cream shops and old-fashioned 
parlors throughout Indiana. Addition-
ally, many of our restaurants are group 
friendly, too.”

There’s a trail for that
IFA’s culinary trails vary in length and 

many cover multiple regions of the state. 
Some establishments are found on multi-
ple trails. Trail themes include everything 
from fine dining (A Cut Above Trail) to 
barbecue (Hoosier BBQ Trail) and craft 
spirits (Hoosier Distillery Trail) to craft 
sodas (Soda-licious Trail). 

Visitors can find an eatery to greet the 
day at one of the 31 stops along the Rise 
N’ Shine Trail. The breakfast eateries serve 
traditional fare and unique creations. For 
a caffeine fix and some bakery goodness, 
the Coffee & Tea Room Trail features 22 
stops, including coffee bars, coffeehouses, 
tea rooms and delis. 

Those with a sweet tooth will love the 
24-stop I Scream For Ice Cream Trail, 
the 37-stop Sweet Temptations Trail and 
the Hoosier Pie Trail. The trails include 
ice cream parlors, frozen custard and ice 
cream shops, confectioners, candy shops, 
soda fountains and restaurants serving up 

all types of pie.
For a culture fix, the 32-stop Cultural 

Cuisine Trail explores ethnic restaurants 
across the state. Restaurants include Ital-
ian, Mediterranean, German, Indonesian, 
Irish and Japanese cuisines, among others. 

Groups might not know that Indiana 
was home to the first commercial wine 
making operation in the United States. 
The 22-stop Wine, Wine Anytime Trail 
highlights the thriving industry. For beer 
lovers, the 28-stop Hoosier Brews Trail 
showcases breweries and restaurants 
featuring craft beers.

Know before you go
The pandemic has brought about 

unique challenges for the restaurant indus-
try and IFA has continued to support and 
promote its members during this time. 

“Restaurants have changed their 
model of business and have adapted to 
new guidelines throughout the past year,” 
Skeen said. “Restaurants are continually 
using innovation and creativity to adapt to 
the ever-changing market.”

During this time of social distancing, 
some trail locations may be temporarily 
closed or have limited capacities. Contact 
each location and/or the local CVB for up-
to-date information, as well as other group 
tour attractions nearby. For more informa-
tion on Indiana Foodways Alliance, visit 
indianafoodwaysalliance.com. n

A Cut Above 

Between the Buns 

Coffee & Tea Room 

Cultural Cuisine 

Farm to Table 

Here Fishy Fishy 

Hoosier BBQ 

Hoosier Brews

Hoosier Pie 

Hoosier Distillery

I Scream for Ice Cream

Just Cruisin’

Rise N Shine 

Soda-lious

Soup, Salad & Sandwich 

Sweet Temptations

Tasty Tavern

Tenderloin Lovers

Wine Wine Anytime 

Winner Winner 
Chicken Dinner 

Za’ Pizza

culinary 
trails

THE IGLOO, SILVER LAKE
COUNTRY HERITAGE 

WINERY AND VINEYARD, LAOTTO

OASIS DINER, 
PLAINFIELD

ZWANZIGZ PIZZA & BREWING, 
COLUMBUS LOWERY’S HOME MADE CANDIES, MUNCIE
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THOMAS JEFFERSON’S MONTICELLO
PHOTO: CHARLOTTESVILLE ALBEMARLE CVB
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WORLD HERITAGE WORLD HERITAGE 

SITESSITES
MARVEL AT MUST-VISIT NATURAL, 

CULTURAL LANDMARKS
By Kate O’Neil and David Hoekman
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STATUE OF LIBERTY
New York City

The Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World, as it is formally 
known, is a masterpiece of colossal statuary. Dedicated in 1886, the 
statue stands on Liberty Island at the entrance to New York Harbor.

The statue was presented by France to affirm the historical 
alliance between the two nations. It was financed by international 
subscription in recognition of the establishment of the principles of 
freedom and democracy by the United States of America’s Declara-
tion of Independence, which the statue holds in her left hand. 

“The Statue also soon became and has endured as a symbol of 
the migration of people from many countries into the United States 
in the late 19th and the early 20th centuries,” according to UNESCO. 
“She endures as a highly potent symbol — inspiring contemplation, 
debate and protest — of ideals such as liberty, peace, human rights, 
abolition of slavery, democracy and opportunity.”

Liberty Island and the Statue of Liberty Museum have partially 
reopened. The statue’s 3,600-pound original torch is the centerpiece 
of the museum, which celebrates the Statue of Liberty’s history, 
influence and legacy in the world. A replica of the original torch was 
installed onto the statue in 1985.

Statue Cruises is the only authorized official provider of tickets 
and tours of the Statue of Liberty National Monument and Ellis 
Island.

STATUE OF LIBERTY
PHOTO: NPS

MONTICELLO 
AND THE 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
Charlottesville, Virginia

Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration 
of Independence, served as the third president of 
the United States. He was also a talented archi-
tect of neoclassical buildings. Jefferson designed 
Monticello, his plantation home, and his ideal 
“academical village,” which is still the heart of the 
University of Virginia. 

According to UNESCO, Jefferson’s use of an 
architectural vocabulary based upon classical an-
tiquity symbolizes both the aspirations of the new 
American republic as the inheritor of European 
tradition and the cultural experimentation that 
could be expected as the country matured.

“The Charlottesville area’s UNESCO World 
Heritage sites of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello 
and the University of Virginia are a huge draw 
for visitors,” said Brantley Ussery, director of 
marketing and public relations for Charlottesville 
Albemarle Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Groups 
should plan on spending three to four hours on the 
grounds of Monticello, which will include a guided 
house tour, time to walk the gardens and explore 
the visitor center. The University of Virginia’s 
centerpiece is the Rotunda, but visitors should also 
allot time to walk The Lawn and the newly-un-
veiled Memorial to Enslaved Laborers for a more 
complete story of the university’s history.”

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) World Heritage List shows a 
shared global commitment to preserve 
the world’s most important natural and 
cultural sites. These 1,121 sites — and 
how they are cared for — represent 
human legacies, current lives and what is 
passed on to future generations. 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites range 
from iconic national parks to historically 
significant structures, all with something 
special to share with visitors. Groups will 
love these five itinerary-worthy sites.



THE 20TH-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE OF 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT
Arizona, California, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New York and Wisconsin

This UNESCO World Heritage Site includes eight buildings designed by the Ameri-
can architect from 1905 to 1959. These buildings illustrate a full range of ways in which 
Wright’s unique approach to architectural design fused form with spirit to influence the 
course of architecture in North America and beyond.

“The qualities of what is known as ‘Organic Architecture’ developed by Wright, 
including the open plan, the blurring between exterior and interior, the new uses of 
materials and technologies and the explicit responses to the suburban and natural set-
tings of the various buildings, have been acknowledged as pivotal in the development 
of modern architectural design in the 20th century,” reads a UNESCO summary. 

On the list: Unity Temple, Oak Park, Illinois; Frederick C. Robie House, Chicago, 
Illinois; Taliesin, Spring Green, 
Wisconsin; Hollyhock House, Los 
Angeles, California; Fallingwater, 
Mill Run, Pennsylvania; Herbert 
and Katherine Jacobs House, 
Madison, Wisconsin; Taliesin West, 
Scottsdale, Arizona; and Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum, New 
York City.

“This UNESCO World Heritage 
inscription places Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s career achievement in 
architecture on the international 
stage of modernism,” said Celeste 
Adams, president and CEO of the 
Chicago-based Frank Lloyd Wright 
Trust. “We are honored to share 
his great cultural heritage here in 
the Chicago area with a growing 
international audience.”

MAMMOTH CAVE
PHOTO: NPS

FREDERICK C. ROBIE HOUSE, WEST ELEVATION
PHOTO: © FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT TRUST 

MAMMOTH CAVE
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky 

A park on two levels, Mammoth 
Cave is home to the longest known 
cave system in the world at 412 miles.

“The park offers guided tours 
year-round as well as ranger-led 
surface talks, walks and campfire 
programs during the spring, summer 
and fall,” said Molly Schroer, public 
information officer at Mammoth 
Cave. “These guided experiences are a 
great way to learn about the park and 
ask questions from the park experts!” 

In addition to its extensive cave 
system, Mammoth Cave earned its 
title as a UNESCO site due to its nat-
ural evolutionary and human history, 
and rich wildlife. 

Schroer said a number of com-
mercial operators provide group 
experiences at the park, including 
canoe and kayak rentals or even 
horseback riding. These outfitters 
include Cave Country Canoe, Green 
River Canoeing and Adventures of 
Mammoth Cave.

Cave tours led by park officials 
range in difficulty and subject matter. 

The Historic Tour and the Frozen 
Niagara Tour are well-loved expe-
riences, allowing visitors to see the 
differences between the large trunk 
passages.

On the Broadway Tour — an 
easier excursion — groups will hike 
to the cave’s famous entrance and pass 
by notable sites like the Rotunda and 
the Tuberculosis Huts. 

Schroer suggests groups book 
visits in advance, especially during 
the busy seasons of spring, summer 
and fall.  
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WATERTON-GLACIER
INTERNATIONAL PEACE PARK
Alberta, Canada; and West Glacier, Montana

In 1932, Waterton Lakes National Park in Alberta was combined with 
Glacier National Park in Montana to create the world’s first International 
Peace Park. Together, the two make up one UNESCO site home to majestic 
mountains, pristine lakes, and abundant flora and fauna. 

Located in Alberta’s southwest corner, Waterton is best explored with a 
guided excursion. Tamarack Outdoor Adventures boasts experienced local 
guides who will discuss the history of the park through guided hikes, inter-
pretive walks and outdoor education services.

Other companies offering experiences in Waterton include Dark Sky 
Guides and Waterton Shoreline Cruises. 

“Waterton is known for its legendary hiking but what makes it special is 
the people,” said Shameer Suleman, vice president of marketing at Waterton 
Tourism. “Waterton is a community built on generations of locally-owned 
and -operated businesses with an abundance of heart and passion.”

Explore Glacier National Park and nearby Blackfeet Reservation with 
Glacier Sun Tours. Choose from half-day, full-day or custom tour options — 
all led by local Blackfeet guides. 

Looking for adrenaline-pumping adventures? Glacier Guides and Mon-
tana Rafts offers whitewater rafting in the park, with private group options. 

Whether on a boat tour floating down Lake McDonald in Glacier or on a 
guided horseback riding trip with Alpine Stables in Waterton Lakes, adven-
turers will see wildflowers, white peaks, and a few of the hundreds of species 
of animals that call the UNESCO site home.

While the combination of the two parks makes one UNESCO site, groups 
will still need their passports to explore both in one trip. 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT SITES
flwright.org 
franklloydwright.org
fallingwater.org
culturela.org/cultural-centers/
 hollyhock-house 
usonia1.com

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
406-888-7800
nps.gov/glac

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK
270-758-2180
nps.gov/maca

MONTICELLO AND THE 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
434-293-6789 
visitcharlottesville.org

STATUE OF LIBERTY
212-363-3200 
nps.gov/stli

WATERTON LAKES NATIONAL PARK
mywaterton.ca

WATERTON LAKES NATIONAL PARK, 
WATERTON-GLACIER INTERNATIONAL PEACE PARK
PHOTO: WATERTON TOURISM 
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Groups that follow the Ohio presi-
dential trail quickly realize why Ohio is 
called the “Mother of Presidents.” 

Mark Holbrook, executive director, of 
the Marion Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, noted Ohio is the home to eight 
U.S. presidents, including Warren G. 
Harding, who lived in Marion. “Two-day 
itineraries can easily visit four presidential 
sites, (Warren) Harding comfortably fitting 
in to either a northern or southern Ohio 
focus,” he said. “And the community of 
Marion itself is filled with great stories and 
places that will make any visit memorable.”

Presidents William Henry Harrison, 
Benjamin Harrison and William Howard 

Taft are connected with Ohio. Here is a 
closer look at the others.

Ulysses S. Grant
Grant, the command-

ing Union general in the 
Civil War and the 18th 
president, was born in 
Clermont County on April 27, 1822. Still 
standing today, his birthplace contains 
rich history and a museum full of arti-
facts. Visitors see how the Grant family 
established themselves in southern Ohio 
in the early 19th century. At one time, the 
cottage was shipped around the country 

on a railroad flat car during a tour, said 
Sarah Gleason, marketing and commu-
nications manager for Clermont County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The cottage was the home for the 
Grants for less than a year before Grant’s 
father moved the family to nearby 
Georgetown, Ohio. In Georgetown, the 
family built a tannery and a brick home 
where Ulysses spent his early childhood 
and went to school in a two-room brick 
schoolhouse.

“Grant’s birthplace, boyhood home 
and school have all been preserved and 
true to their original character,” Gleason 
said. “These locations provide an excel-

midwest MCKINLEY MEMORIAL, 
CANTON
PHOTO: TIM EVANSON

Walk in footsteps of presidents in The Buckeye State
By David Hoekman

OHIO PRESIDENTIAL PLACES
N N N N N

U.S. GRANT BIRTHPLACE, 
POINT PLEASANT
PHOTO: CLERMONT COUNTY CVB

HAYES HOME AT SPIEGEL 
GROVE, FREMONT
PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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lent source of American history and offer 
a great insight of Grant’s time in office.”

The bureau offers group tour plan-
ning, scheduling and discounted hotel 
blocks. 

Other attractions include Tri-State 
Warbird Museum, 33 stops along the Na-
tional Underground Railroad Freedom 
Trail, Jungle Jim’s International Market, 
and modern breweries and elegant win-
eries. 

Clermont County is 20 minutes from 
downtown Cincinnati and northern 
Kentucky attractions, including BB Riv-
erboats, Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincin-
nati Museum Center, Cincinnati Reds, 
Cincinnati Zoo, Newport Aquarium, 
Kings Island and the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center. 

Rutherford B. Hayes
Born in Delaware, 

Ohio, Hayes was the 
country’s 19th president. 

The Rutherford B. 
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums 
in Fremont are located at Hayes’ 25-acre 
wooded estate, Spiegel Grove. Groups 
can tour the couple’s 31-room mansion, 
visit the library and museum, and walk 
the mile of paved trails.

James A. Garfield
Garfield, born in 

what now is Moreland 
Hills, was the 20th 
president. The Moreland 
Hills Historical Society manages the 
James A. Garfield Birthplace. 

The James A. Garfield National 
Historic Site in Mentor preserves the 
summer home (1876–1881) of Congress-
man Garfield. The farm was the site of 
his front porch campaign in the summer 
of 1880. While the home is currently 
closed due to COVID-19, the visitor 
center is open.

Other sites associated with Garfield 
include Hiram College in Hiram and the 
James A. Garfield Memorial at Lake View 
Cemetery in Cleveland.

William McKinley Jr.
William McKin-

ley Jr., the 25th U.S. 
president, was born in 
Niles.

Although the National McKinley 
Birthplace Memorial Museum in Niles is 
open, the McKinley Birthplace Home, a 
replica house on Main Street, is currently 
closed.

The William McKinley Presidential 
Library & Museum in Canton is known 
as one of the city’s hidden gems. The 
McKinley Gallery contains the largest 
collection of McKinley artifacts in the 
world. There’s a planetarium and exhibits 
on Stark County history. A variety of 
group tour options are available, such as 
guided tours, a step-on guide to explain 
the historical significance of the McKin-
ley Memorial and behind-the-scenes 
tours.

Also in Canton is the First Ladies Na-
tional Historic Site. The site’s education 
center is open, but the Saxton House, the 
former home of Ida and William McKin-
ley, is currently closed. 

Warren G. Harding
Warren G. Harding 

was the 29th U.S. presi-
dent. Groups can visit the 
Warren G. Harding Home 
& Memorial in Marion.

The opening date for a new Warren 
G. Harding Presidential Center has not 
been announced, but Holbrook, from 
the Marion Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, said the center will take Marion 
from a regional to a national destination. 

“Instead of being a hidden gem, Mari-
on will become a destination that will 
appeal to presidential history enthusiasts, 
heritage tourists and the general public,” 
he said.

Tour groups will come away from a 
visit to the Harding Presidential Center 
with a greater understanding and appre-
ciation for the post-World War I era in 
America as well as that of President and 
Mrs. Harding, Holbrook said. “The post-
war era of the 1920s was one of uncer-
tainty and recovery,” he noted. “President 
Harding brought the country back to a 
sense of normalcy.”

Marion’s 1,400-seat Palace Theatre 
hosts national touring artists and wel-
comes groups for tours and luncheons 
on the stage. Groups can visit Lawrence 
Orchards, a family-owned apple orchard 
celebrating its centennial this yeaer. 
The Marion County Historical Society’s 
museum, Heritage Hall is a historic post 
office building that is filled with exhibits, 
as well as the Wyandot Popcorn Muse-
um, which houses the largest collection 
of street vendor popcorn wagons/ma-
chines in the United States. n

JAMES A. GARFIELD 
NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE, MENTOR
PHOTO: NPS

WARREN G. HARDING PRESIDENTIAL 
CENTER RENDERING, MARION
PHOTO: MARION AREA CVB
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ask
Visit Canton
330-454-1439
visitcanton.com

canton stark county

shop
Discover Hartville’s country charm and the 
craftsmanship of its Mennonite and Amish 
forefathers. Explore over 20 acres of shopping at 
Experience Hartville, home to the Hartville 
MarketPlace & Flea Market, The Shops at Hartville 
Kitchen and Hartville Hardware & Lumber. 

do
Test ax-throwing skills at All American 

Axe Throwing. For something a little more 
laid-back, try creating art at area shops with make-
and-take experiences, such as terrarium making at 
Boomdyada (by appointment only), stained-
glass classes at Studio Arts & Glass, or a variety 
of ceramics painting and other arts and crafts 
projects at locations such as Hot Pots Pottery or 
Glazed & Amused. 

tour
Uncover the history of America’s favorite 

sport at the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
In Massillon, the Paul Brown Museum 
is a great added experience for football fans. 
It’s part of the Massillon Museum.

Stroll down memory lane in the Street of 
Shops, a life-size replica of a historic town, 
at the William McKinley Presidential 
Library & Museum in Canton. The 
museum also features Discover World, an 
interactive science center. Outside, view the 
McKinley Monument. 

Check out the First Ladies National 
Historic Site’s Education Center. 

taste
In downtown Canton, a Canton 

Food Tours guide highlights the city’s 
past, present and future, along with public 
art and points of interest as participants 
enjoy a progressive meal of chef-select 
small plates at local restaurants. Also, 
experience Canton’s premier winery resort 
Gervasi Vineyard with four unique 
foodie experiences on the 55-acre estate — 
The Crush House, The Bistro, The Piazza 
and the Still House — as well as luxury 
accommodations.

PHOTOS: VISIT CANTON
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DISCOVER GREAT TOURS IN CLERMONT COUNTY

E: sales@discoverclermont.com   P: 513-732-3600
DISCOVERCLERMONT.COM

LAND OF GRANT TOUR
Ulysses S. Grant, commanding general of the Union 

Armies and 18th President of the United States, 
was born in Clermont County on April 27, 1822.  To 

celebrate Grant’s 200th birthday discover the Land of 
Grant tour including his birthplace, 

boyhood home and schoolhouse. 
Explore Clermont County’s rich history 

and museums full of artifacts. See 
how the Grant family established 

themselves in southern Ohio in 
the early 19th century and hear 

their fascinating stories.

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD TOUR
The Underground Railroad was a network 
of people, secret routes and safe houses 
used by enslaved African-Americans to 

escape into free states and Canada. Local 
citizens were major contributors to the 
Underground Railroad movement. On 

this tour, visit the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center, some of the 

areas 33 Underground Railroad sites and 
enjoy local food and drinks in historic 

towns of Clermont County along the way. 

FOOD AND FARM TOUR
The Food and Farm Tour gives you a 

chance to eat and drink your way through 
some of our smallest and most historic 

villages. From chocolate and wine pairing 
to roasting your own coffee, you will 

experience something fun for everyone. 
On this tour you will learn from the owners 

themselves about what makes their 
location unique and experience a variety 

of personalized activities.
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Columbus is a city that’s made for sharing. Tour the stirring National Veterans 
Memorial and Museum. Explore Adventure Cove, the brand-new sea lion 
exhibit at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Live it up at Schmidt’s Restaurant 
und Sausage Haus in iconic German Village. Our partners city-wide have 
taken the Live Forward Pledge to make health a priority so your group’s visit 
can be as safe as it is memorable. ExperienceColumbus.com/tours 

086265_CBUS • Group Tour Ad • 8.5”x 10.5” • 6/3/20086265_CBUS_Group Tour Ad.indd   1086265_CBUS_Group Tour Ad.indd   1 6/22/20   11:49 AM6/22/20   11:49 AM
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Columbus is a city that’s made for sharing. Tour the stirring National Veterans 
Memorial and Museum. Explore Adventure Cove, the brand-new sea lion 
exhibit at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Live it up at Schmidt’s Restaurant 
und Sausage Haus in iconic German Village. Our partners city-wide have 
taken the Live Forward Pledge to make health a priority so your group’s visit 
can be as safe as it is memorable. ExperienceColumbus.com/tours 
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There’s only one Museum in America 

that honors the stories of ALL 

our Veterans – from all branches, 

ethnicities and eras of our nation’s 

proud history of military service. 

Take a virtual tour or plan  
your Museum visit today  
at nationalvmm.org

Downtown Columbus, Ohio
300 W. Broad Street

BE INSPIRED 
BY THE  
HOME OF  
THE BRAVE

300 W. Broad Street 
Downtown Columbus, OH

Plan a Virtual Group Tour or Museum Group Visit today!
At NationalVMM.org/group or groups@nationalvmm.org.

GET INSPIRED
AT THE
HOME OF 
THE BRAVE
Only one Museum in America 
honors ALL of our Veterans – 
all branches, all backgrounds 
and all eras. Hear their stories 
of courage and sacrifice in 
their own voices as witnesses 
to history. 

Ask about our special 
exhibitions.

VV2590 Group Tour Ad_D1ts1 3/03/21

VISIT US 
in Utica Ohio!

Scoopin’ Up 
Good Times 
Since 1914

What do 500  
butterflies sound like?

What’s it like to feed a stingray?
From learning Irish dance moves to face-to-face encounters with stingrays, Columbus 
is full of unforgettable hands-on experiences perfect for groups of all sizes. Plan your 
Columbus visit today at experiencecolumbus.com/tours or call 800-354-2657. 

001351-03_Group_Tour_MAG_7.25x2.25_FIN.indd   1 3/17/14   4:48 PM
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INDIANA

ask
Dearborn County Visitors Center
800-322-8198
toursoutheastindiana.com

dearborn

PHOTOS: DEARBORN COUNTY VISITORS CENTER

Dearborn County-Southeast Indiana is best known for its 
history and hands-on fun experiences, scenic location along 
the Ohio River and the genuine Hoosier hospitality shared 
with every visiting group. If you’re looking for a winning 
mystery trip, look no further!

—Sally McWilliams, group sales, Dearborn County Visitors Center

county

see
Meet “Major Jacob 

Ebersole, M.D.,” Aurora’s Civil 
War physician who served at 
Gettysburg.

Feed carrot snacks to the herd 
at Mt. Tabor Alpaca Farm and 
shop for fiber gifts and apparel.

Visit McCabe’s 
Greenhouse & Floral for a 
demonstration by the Bloomin’ 
Designers, sample freshly made 
fudge and discover home décor and 
gifts in the Home & Garden Shop.

Stop at Greystone Farm 
Market for local honey.

“
”

do
Spend a day along the Ohio 

River Scenic Byway in Southeast 
Indiana. Explore Aurora, 
“The City of Spires,” whose 
architecture and history have 
been shaped by its Ohio River 
heritage. Tour Hillforest 
Victorian House Museum 
with costumed guides and 
enjoy this National Historic 
Landmark’s view overlooking 
the river. The 3-Course Tea is a 
special treat.

Hollywood Casino 
Lawrenceburg is in the 
Lawrenceburg Historic District, 
close to The Framery, 
offering hands-on fun, Quilters 
Garden quilt shop and many 
dining options.

Enjoy a tasting of estate 
wines, tour the production 
area and stroll the vineyard at 
Holtkamp Winery in New 
Alsace. Visit Beiersdorfer 
Orchard in Guilford and 
explore the market store’s 
selection of jams, butters, mixes 
and fresh fruit. Learn how cider 
is made, enjoy a sample and take 
home a 3-pound bag of apples.

eat
Try a side of peanut slaw at locally 

owned and hometown favorite Whisky’s 
Restaurant. Relax and enjoy a buffet in 
the ballroom at Dearborn Country Club.

PHOTOS: DEARBORN COUNTY VISITORS CENTER
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Welcome back to Wayne County! Your groups can safely relax in part of the world’s largest 

Amish community. We are home to Lehman’s, P. Graham Dunn, The J.M. Smucker Company 

Store and Café, The Ohio Light Opera, Everything Rubbermaid, Secrest Arboretum and more!

 

1.800.362.6474 
www.wccvb.com

INMiami
County

LIFT YOUR SPIRITS IN

Bring your 
group to enjoy 

tours & tastings at 
our well-established - as well as new - 
breweries, wineries & distilleries. Get a 

taste of Miami County through our ciders, 
wines, whiskeys & craft beers. 

| 800-348-8993
Plan your group tour at homegrowngreat.com.

IF YOU HAVEN’ T   BEEN

you simply haven’t been! 
LATELY,TO

VOTEDBEST
DESTINATION

IN AMISH COUNTRY

Invite your guests to our rambling 
retail store for a visit full of history and 

wonder. Shop thousands of new products 
and tour the new aspirational Tiny House 

on a Tiny Homestead only at Lehman’s 
- FOR A SIMPLER LIFE.

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for 
all the group tour offerings 

and information. Please allow at 
least two hours for your visit.

SHOP ANYTIME AT LEHMANS.COM    
800.438.5346

On the Square in Kidron, OH  
In the heart of Amish Country
Open every day except Sunday
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A one-of-a-kind floral display spread 
over six communities.

A 90-mile route connecting “Well 
Crafted” communities.

Either would be a feather in the cap of 
a tourism bureau. 

Elkhart County in Indiana offers 
both. In fact, group tours can come for 
the Quilt Gardens along the Heritage 
Trail and stay for the Heritage Trail itself.

Plus, visitors encounter friendly peo-
ple and eat delicious food.

Sonya Nash, director of group and ex-
periential sales and promotions at Elkhart 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
is getting lots of calls from tour operators 
whose groups are ready to travel and inter-
ested in conditions in the county.

“We’re here, we’re safe and we are 
open,” Nash said. “Come and explore.”

The American Bus Association has 
named Quilt Gardens along the Heritage 
Trail a Best of the Best event. The 16 quilt 
gardens are in six cities and towns located 
in one of the largest concentrations of 
Old Order Amish and Mennonite com-
munities in the Western Hemisphere. 

Each Quilt Garden is a garden planted 
with 7,000-plus plants in the shape of a 
quilt pattern. 

A new garden location for this year — 
the 14th anniversary — is The Barns at 
Nappanee, Home of Amish Acres.

Step-on guides lead groups through 
the communities while viewing 1 million 
blooms in vibrant color.

“We have some great new designs,” 
Nash said. “No pattern can be repeated 
for at least three years. It’s always a new 
experience.”

The Quilt Gardens are a true com-
munity labor of love, said Terry Mark, 
the bureau’s director of communications 
and public relations. Some 200 volunteers 
plan, plant, water, feed and weed the 
gardens each year. “There’s a lot of pride 
reflected in the gardens,” he said. “It’s a 
wonderful thing to see.”

Quilt Gardens are outdoors and safety 
protocols are in place, Nash said. There’s 
no cost to visit the gardens.

Officially, the Quilt Gardens are view-
able from May 31 to Sept. 15, although 
Mother Nature has the final say on the 
dates. Nash can let groups know which 
gardens are in and which are out. Some 
gardens are still viewable in late October.

Group tour exclusives include activi-
ties such as making a wooden quilt block 
and a quilting bee in an Amish home. 

New for groups on the Heritage 
Trail is a step-on guide program. As the 

motorcoach rolls through the scenic 
countryside, the guide relates folklore, 
interesting facts and compelling stories 
about the region and its people.

Available with reservations are group 
tour exclusives like visiting a dairy farm 
or a one-room schoolhouse. 

“Group experiences really come to life 
when the people interact with the Amish 
in their homes and businesses,” Nash said. 

Tours can be customized to meet a 
group’s interests, time and budget.

The Meet the Makers Tour and the 
Brown Bag Tour are very popular with 
groups. Makers can range from furni-
turemakers to craft brewers to an Amish 
noodlemaker. On the Brown Bag Tour, 
groups go to a variety of one-of-a-kind 
shops to meet shop owners and receive 
goodies to drop in a special “Brown Bag.”

“Hearing those stories and meeting 
the people and riding on the bus and 
hearing things explained by a local guide 
— that’s a win for everybody,” Nash said. n

Elkhart County Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
574-262-8161
visitelkhartcounty.com/groups

midwest

Come for Quilt Gardens, stay for 
Heritage Trail in Elkhart County

PHOTOS: ELKHART COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITOR BUREAU
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Visit

Harrison County—with 
our charming small towns 

and abundant outdoor 
activities—is still  a great 
place for groups to visit, 
whenever that may be. 

THISISINDIANA.ORG/
GROUP-TRAVEL

Visit

for group travel plans, sample 
itineraries, and more.

@GoSoIN 

J E F F E R S O N V I L L E   ·   C L A R K S V I L L E   ·   N E W  A L B A N Y   ·   S T A R L I G H T

Group experiences 

Found Only in SoIN
Contact Todd Read for custom group 

itineraries at (812) 280-8082 or 

Todd@GoSoIN.com
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Heritage Corridor leads to perfect tours
The Heritage Corridor, southwest of 

Chicago, Illinois, is packed with interest-
ing experiences for group travelers.

“The towns along the Illinois & 
Michigan Canal embrace visitors with 
memorable dining and shops, historic 
sites, parks and architecture that honor 
the past while celebrating present,” said 
Kate Meehan, tourism manager for the 
Heritage Corridor Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. “The Starved Rock State Park 
area is highlighted by beautiful scenic na-
ture and rich history. The First Hundred 
Miles of Route 66 celebrates America’s 
Main Street with nostalgia, roadside 
attractions, mom and pop diners, novel 
shops and one-of-a-kind photo ops. 
Groups can embrace the open road one 
day and immerse themselves in nature 
the next while in the Heritage Corridor.”

A former prison, a tallgrass prairie 
and Starved Rock are among the area’s 
group tour favorites.

Built in 1858, the Old Joliet Prison 
was designed by one of the most prom-
inent architects in the region and made 
famous in The Blues Brothers and Prison 
Break films. The grounds are now open 
for history, haunted, photography and 
former guard-led tours. 

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie is 
19,000 acres of picturesque nature and 
is the home to several species of wildlife, 
including bison, which can often be seen 
while visiting the site. The prairie holds 

seasonal programs and nature tours.
Downtown Pontiac’s Route 66 Shield 

Mural is a popular photo op for all who 
travel Route 66, and it is one of 18 murals 
in the walkable downtown area. Along 
with the murals, Pontiac is home to four 
museums that celebrate the area’s history, 
including the Illinois Route 66 Hall of 
Fame and Museum.

Starved Rock Lodge Trolley Tours, 
offered year-round, are the perfect way to 
learn about nature and the history of the 
Starved Rock area. There are a variety of 
trolley tour options, including historic, 

wildlife, and waterfall and canyon tours. 
After the tour, enjoy lunch in the Lodge 
Restaurant or outside on the veranda, 
overlooking Starved Rock. Or head out 
for a hike.

Meehan said the bureau prides itself 
on being very planner friendly. The 
bureau offers receptive tour services for 
planning and booking hotels, dinging 
and attractions. “We are your one-stop 
shop for all things group tour,” she said. 
“We have a variety of tours already 
planned, based on number of days of 
tour, physical activity — from guided 
hikes or trolley tours — and group focus, 
whether it is nature, history, arts or some-
thing else. We can also work with groups 
to customize their trip.”

The Heritage Corridor is an accessible 
destination. Both Chicago airports are 
under an hour away, Amtrak and Metro 
have multiple stops in the region, and it is 
less than a six-hour drive from one-third 
of the U.S. population. n

Heritage Corridor Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
815-216-9962
heritagecorridorcvb.com

PHOTOS: HERITAGE CORRIDOR CVB

STARVED ROCK TROLLEY

DOWNTOWN PONTIAC
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Beautiful gardens and public art wel-
come group tours in Rockford, Illinois.

Known as the City of Gardens, 
Rockford’s gardens, forest preserves and 
arboretums make garden tours a natural 
activity for groups.  

Anderson Japanese Gardens has 
been named one of the highest quality 
Japanese gardens in North America 
by Sukiya Living Magazine since 2004. 
Inspired by calm and tranquility, the 
12-acre award-winning garden comprises 
koi-filled ponds, winding paths, gentle 
streams, cascading waterfalls, raked grav-
el gardens and beautifully trained pines. 
Master craftsmanship and 16th-century 
traditional architecture is found through-
out the garden.  

Situated along the banks of the Rock 
River in Sinnissippi Gardens, the Nich-
olas Conservatory & Gardens brings the 
tropics to the Midwest. The facility is the 
third-largest conservatory in Illinois with 
a total of 22,000 square feet, and at the 
highest point stands 52 feet. A tropical 
setting includes an 11,000-square-foot 
plant exhibition area complete with water 
features, seating areas and sculptures. 

Sinnissippi Gardens features an 
All-American Rose Selection-accredited 
rose garden with about 2,000 rose plants 
and 62 varieties, including the year’s 
newest award winners. The gardens also 
include a 32-foot floral clock colorfully 
planted with thousands of annuals and a 
peaceful shaded perennial garden. Sin-
nissippi Park, on the east side of North 
Second Street, is a beautiful wooded 
public park and the site of the Sinnissippi 
Park Music Shell, which features free 
evening concerts under the stars in the 
summertime and the Festival of Lights 
during the winter holiday season.

“Groups enjoy learning about Rock-
ford’s history, charm and character,” 

said Andrea Cook, associate director of 
marketing and communications at the 
Rockford Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (RACVB). “We are a big city with 
small-town feel. There’s plenty to experi-
ence, from live music, farmers markets, 
festivals, arts, museums, gardens and so 
much more.”

The visitors bureau has unveiled a 
permanent art installation at Davis Park 
in downtown Rockford. Vibrant 4-foot-
tall aluminum “ROCKFORD” letters 
adorn the north lawn of the park. The 
letters were created under the direc-
tion of the RACVB as part of the team’s 
commitment to placemaking and public 
beautification. 

Book a guided walking tour of down-
town Rockford’s murals and sculptures. 
Check out all the murals painted in 2019 
by different artists and hear the stories 
behind them. Groups also get to check 
out some of the 13 sculptures that were 
installed to help beautify downtown. Stop 
at some of the shops along the way or get 
a treat. 

The Rockford Art Museum offers 
17,000 square feet of space for feature 
exhibitions and permanent collections, 
making it one of the largest art museums 
in Illinois outside of Chicago. n

Rockford Area Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
800-521-0849
gorockford.com

Explore gardens, 
art in Rockford, 
Illinois

ANDERSON JAPANESE GARDENS

PHOTOS: ROCKFORD AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

DOWNTOWN ROCKFORD MURAL
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ask
Mackinac Island 
 Tourism Bureau
906-847-3783
mackinacisland.org

mackinac island

pedal
Rent a bicycle from one of 

the many bike shops and ride 
the 8.2-mile perimeter road, 
M-185, along the water. It is a 
relatively flat route that travels 
along the Native American 
Cultural Trail, past geological 
formations like Arch Rock 
and Skull Cave, with a halfway 
point of Cannonball Drive 
Inn. Groups can get ice cream, 
beverages and a bite to eat.

PHOTOS: MACKINAC ISLAND TOURISM BUREAU
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ride
Experience Mackinac Island at a 

leisurely pace on a narrated horse-
drawn carriage tour. Go through 
downtown to Surrey Hills, Arch Rock, 
Fort Mackinac and past Grand Hotel.

see
Original Butterfly House & 

Insect World is an 1,800-square-foot 
tropical garden filled with hundreds of 
live butterflies from four continents. 
At Wings of Mackinac Butterfly 
Conservatory, observe hundreds of 
tropical and native butterflies.

taste
Join people from around the world to 

taste world-famous Mackinac Island 
fudge. The many fudge shops downtown 
offer samples and opportunities to see fudge 
being made. In season, downtown shops 
make 10,000 pounds of fudge each day.

explore
Visit Fort Mackinac, where 

demonstrations and tours by costumed 
interpreters are scheduled throughout the 
day. Experience fine and decorative arts 
inspired by Mackinac through the ages at 
The Richard and Jane Manoogian 
Mackinac Art Museum. The Biddle 
House, featuring the Mackinac Island 
Native American Museum, was 
the home of Agatha and Edward Biddle, 
merchants who moved in around 1830. 

stay
Mackinac Island offers 1,600 unique 

guest rooms. Book rooms in a resort, 
like Grand Hotel or Mission Point 
Resort, or hotels like Lake View 
Hotel, Island House Hotel and 
Murray Hotel.
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A GRAND MICHIGAN TRA DITION
We look forward to welcoming you to our 135th season! 

Come experience the rich traditions and historic charm of 
America’s Summer Place, located on beautiful Mackinac Island.

1-800-33GRAND  •  grandhotel.com

midwest
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Botanic and sculpture experiences 
are perfectly paired at Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.

The 158-acre main campus features 
Michigan’s largest tropical conserva-
tory. Visitors can explore one of the 
largest interactive children’s gardens in 
the country in addition to arid and Vic-
torian gardens with bronze sculptures 
by Edgar Degas and Auguste Rodin. 

The internationally acclaimed 
sculpture park features a permanent 
collection including works by Claes 
Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen, 
Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, 
Richard Serra, Louise Bourgeois, Ai 
Weiwei and Jaume Plensa, among
others. Indoor galleries host changing 
sculpture exhibitions.

In June 2015, the 8–acre
Richard & Helen DeVos Japanese 
Garden at Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Park opened. Created by 
renowned designer Hoichi Kurisu, the 
garden features sculpture by Anish 
Kapoor, Jenny Holzer, David Nash,

George Rickey, Masayuki Koorida, 
Zhang Huan and Giuseppe Penone.

“I think tour operators and their 
groups should visit the gardens be-
cause it’s absolutely beautiful — year-
round!” said Deb Christopoulos, tour 
group manager. “We offer over 150 
acres of outdoor gardens, wetlands, 
sculpture and walking trails. We are 
the second most-visited attraction 
in Michigan, Henry Ford Museum/
Greenfield Village is number one.”

Indoors the gardens offer sculpture 
galleries, café, gift shop and library. 
Plus, there are arid, carnivorous, sea-
sonal and Victorian gardens, and the 
tropical plants from around the world 
in the tropical conservatory.

Christopoulos said the average visit 
length for a group is three hours. 

“We offer a variety of guided expe-
riences: indoor general tour, behind-
the-scenes tour, sculpture tour and 
specialty outdoor tours as well. These 
tours must be booked in advance, they 
may include a small cost,” she said. 
“The 45-minute narrated tram tour is 

the most popular with groups. This 
tour highlights the sculpture park, the 
Japanese garden, the Michigan farm 
garden, and the Gwen Frostic Wood-
land Shade garden. This is a must-do 
with senior groups!”

Christopoulos said the gardens can 
accommodate most any size group. 
If the group is larger than 40 people 
(the tram seats 40), then the group is 
divided. Forty take the tram while the 
others rotate between guided tours, 
free time, the café, etc. Then the 
groups rotate.

“I hope when people visit the 
gardens they enjoy and appreciate 
sculpture, gardens, and the natural en-
vironment,” Christopoulos said. “And 
I hope they have fun!”

Group rates are available for groups 
of 10 or more, and the motorcoach 
driver and escort are comped. n

Frederik Meijer Gardens 
 & Sculpture Park
616-977-7681
meijergardens.org

PHOTO: ROBERT NEUMANN, COURTESY OF EXPERIENCE GRAND RAPIDS

midwest

Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park 
provides year-round beauty
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Experience  
the Museum— 
On-site  
and Online

Pair your individual on-site 
visit with the 360-degree 
tours, audio guides, and 
curator talks available at 
mam.org for a unique tour 
experience. Reserve your 
timed-entry admission  
ticket, and start exploring 
online from home today! 

Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated.

www.bestwesterngreenfield.com
1.800.342.5802  •  313.271.1600 p/f

Thousands of 
delighted guests.

3000 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, MI 48101

Greenfield Inn
Great location...
      Excellent service....

1000 East Beltline Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 

MeijerGardens.org  •  #MeijerGardens    

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES  |  TRAM TOURS  |  BALK CAFÉ    
GIFT SHOP  |  FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING

ROBERT NEUMANNJaume Plensa. I, you, she or he…, 2006. 
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soaringeaglecasino.com                  Mt. Pleasant, MI  |  1.888.7.EAGLE.7

FIND YOUR EVERYTHING
Discover your place to getaway. To indulge and enjoy it all your way. This is your day of 

adventure. Your day to win. So come and go all-in. There’s delicious dining, king-size luxury, 

big-time winning and so much more at Michigan’s most exciting destination.  It’s a New Day

For more than 165 years, boat 
excursions have taken visitors along the 
Wisconsin River for an up-close view of 
the towering sandstone cliffs that are the 
signature natural attraction of Wisconsin 
Dells. 

Dells Boat Tours offers a variety of 
tour options from spring through fall on 
both the Upper Dells of the river and the 
Lower Dells. The river is split in two sec-
tions by a dam at the entry to the historic 
downtown Wisconsin Dells. 

The Upper Dells tour is a two-hour 
excursion, complete with two shore 
landings. The first stop is at the eerie and 
beautiful Witches Gulch, which winds 
deep into the canyon; passengers explore 
by way of boardwalk. The second shore 
landing stops at Stand Rock where guests 
watch the famous dog jump over the 
chasm from the rock ledge to the Stand 
Rock outcropping. More gorgeous scen-
ery and up-close views of the rock cliffs 
can be seen on the Lower Dells one-hour 
tour.

“A visit to Wisconsin is not complete 
without a Dells Boat Tour along the 
unique, cliff-lined shores of the Wiscon-
sin River,” said Stephanie Gunderson, 
group sales director with Dells Boat 
Tours. “These awe-inspiring scenes are 
only found a few places in the world, and 
Wisconsin Dells is one of them. Besides 
the backdrop of sandstone rock forma-
tions and preserved wilderness, the tour 
offers two exclusive shore landings where 
visitors debark to explore natural won-
ders that formed over millions of years. 
Before there were waterparks and fudge 
shops, the Wisconsin River was the area’s 
main attraction. The beauty highlighted 
on our tours is why tourists began flock-
ing here. It truly should not be missed!”

Group specialty tours include lunch, 
cocktail and dinner cruises. An operator 
can also create a scavenger hunt using the 
exclusive Dells Boats’ shore landings.

“Although Wisconsin Dells is famous 
for its amusements and larger-than-life 
resorts, it was all built because of the riv-
er, which began enticing tourists to travel 
here more than 165 years ago,” Gunder-
son said. “It was the gorgeous panoramic 
views and mysterious canyons along this 
riverway that excited people and where 
a deep and storied history began. I hope 
guests take the time to experience and 
appreciate these natural spectacles that 
the area boasts.”

Besides the traditional boat tours, 
planners can consider the other offerings 
of the Dells Boat Tour family. 

For a little more adventure, try a 

group outing on a Dells Jet Boat, a 
50-minute fast-paced ride on the river 
featuring power stops and spinouts. But 
beware — riders will get wet. This is a 
thrill ride, not a leisure cruise.

For those up for a bit of a scare, a 
nighttime excursion on the Ghost Boat 
may be a great option. Take a journey 
on the river after dark to the mysterious 
Cold Water Canyon. Disembark and 
walk into the nearly pitch-black cavern 
on foot. This tour is only recommended 
for ages 10 and older and involves a fairly 
lengthy roundtrip walk into the canyon.

Guests may enjoy a land-and-water 
adventure on Dells Boat Tours’ sister 
attraction, Original Wisconsin Ducks. 
Take a one-hour excursion on the exclu-
sive wilderness trails and experience two 
splashdowns, where the authentic WWII 
Duck shows off its amphibious capabil-
ities on the Wisconsin River and Lake 
Delton. n

Dells Boat Tours
608-254-8555
dellsboats.com

midwest

Dells Boat Tours showcases 
natural beauty of Wisconsin Dells

PHOTOS: DELLS BOAT TOURS
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ask
Meet Minneapolis
800-445-7412, ext. 8106
minneapolis.org/groups

minneapolis

With natural attractions like the 
Mississippi River and urban amenities 
like the Mall of America, Minneapolis 
is the perfect destination for your 
group. When you’re ready to travel, 
we’re ready to welcome you.

—Casey Kluver, 
manager of global tourism sales, Meet Minneapolis

shop
Head to the Mall of America in Bloomington. 

In addition to more than 500 stores, the mall contains 
SEA LIFE Minnesota Aquarium, FlyOver America, 
Nickelodeon Universe and more than 70 restaurants.

tour
Group tours are available of The Malcolm 

Willey House. Architect Frank Lloyd Wright built 
the house in 1934. The privately owned home has been 
fully restored, and for the first time, all furnishings 
originally designed by Wright are complete.

note
Some attractions may require certain group sizes, 

and there could be restrictions depending upon 
Minnesota guidelines at the time of the tour.

“
”

PHOTO: COURTESY OF MEET MINNEAPOLIS

PHOTO: COURTESY OF MEET MINNEAPOLIS

PHOTO: TEXTILE CENTER

taste
Excite the senses, tantalize the taste buds and explore the 

Midtown Global Market. This venue is a veritable melting 
pot of global cultures. Meet the merchants and learn their stories 
of working to achieve the American dream. The market is an 
incubator for immigrant businesses. Sample a variety of tastes 
and hear tales from the global hosts. Masks are required, hand 
sanitizer is available and the merchants are ready to greet visitors 
from a distance.

do
Have a hands-

on make-and-take 
experience at the 
Textile Center in 
Minneapolis. Try 
dyeing, feltmaking, 
or both — and design 
something amazing.

view
Explore the 

history, principles and 
stories of glass with a 
demonstration at Foci 
MCGA (Minnesota 
Center for Glass Arts). 
Watch a gaffer create 
pieces from molten 
glass. 
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Hackley & Hume Homes

Fire Barn Museum

Scolnik House of the
Depression Era

DOWNTOWN MUSKEGON, MI

1 TICKET. 
4 HISTORIC SITES.

231.722.7578  /  hackleyandhume.orgBOOK A GROUP TOUR

LEARN MORE

Casey Kluver  |  CaseyK@minneapolis.org  

minneapolis.org/groups

Pictured: Paradise Charter Cruises

REASONS WHY MINNEAPOLIS
IS READY TO HOST YOUR GROUP

Mall of  
America®

Central Park  
Commons

FANTASTIC GROUP  
TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN 

Home of the Minnesota Vikings  
& Twin Cities Premium Outlets®

Top rated attractions • 19 incredible hotels 
3% lodging tax • Near Mall of America®

Visit eaganmn.com or contact  
Denise Olsen for more information

denise@eaganmn.com

ENJOY EAGAN 
866-324-2620

TAX-FREESHOPPING on clothes  and shoes!

Twin Cities 
Premium 
Outlets®

midwest
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Just beyond the thundering waters 
of Niagara Falls, the region surround-
ing Niagara Falls, New York, is filled 
with a variety of top-notch attractions.

“There is so much growth and con-
stant improvement throughout the entire 
county, there is always something new to 
discover or explore for groups,” said Tina 
Mt. Pleasant, director of travel trade sales 
for Niagara Falls USA. “Tour operators 
can easily fill three to four days with all of 
the attractions, museums and restaurants 
that we have here.”

The Falls
Visiting Niagara Falls State Park is a 

must. Nothing compares to the beauty 
in the park, and visitors can get amaz-

ing views of the falls from areas such as 
Terrapin Point, Luna Island and Prospect 
Point. While in the park, groups can 
experience the region’s top two attrac-
tions — Maid of the Mist, the 30-minute 
boat ride that takes them to the base of 
the Horseshoe Falls; and the Cave of 
the Winds, which is the set of walkways 
underneath the Bridal Veil Falls.

“Two of the waterfalls, the American 
and Bridal Veil Falls, are situated fully 
in the Niagara Falls State Park, and the 
Horseshoe Falls are shared between the 
United States and Canada,” Mt. Pleasant 
said. “Visitors don’t always realize how 
close you can get and are in awe of the 
volume of water that flows over — more 
than 700,000 gallons of water per second, 

to be exact.”
The Maid of the Mist has been oper-

ating since 1846. This year the company 
launched two new zero-emission vessels 
to ferry visitors to and from the falls. The 
new vessels are among the first all-elec-
tric passenger vessels in North America. 

The World Changed Here Pavilion 
and the Cave of the Winds is now open 
year-round. In the winter it offers an ab-
breviated “Gorge Walk,” which gets vis-
itors a beautiful snowy and ice-covered 
view of the falls (weather permitting).

Hidden gems
Mt. Pleasant classified Whirlpool 

State Park, just north of Niagara Falls 
State Park, as a hidden gem. Motorcoach 

northeast

Bucket-list destination
adds new experiences  By David Hoekman

  niagara
          Falls
               usa

PHOTO: NIAGARA FALLS USA
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parking is free, and there is no entrance fee. Visitors can get 
an amazing view of the Niagara Gorge, Lower Niagara River, 
the Class V rapids and the Whirlpool. “If visitors are more 
on the adventurous side, I would also suggest exploring the 
many hiking and biking trails,” she said. “This place is even 
more beautiful in the fall when all of the leaves change color.”

At Platter’s Chocolate Factory, visitors tour the factory and 
witness the chocolate-making process. After the tour, visit the 
Coffee Cafe and Ice Cream Shoppe to pick up some treats. 
While groups need to schedule a tour, if Platter’s knows a group 
will be stopping in its sweet shop, it will waive the tour fee. 

New and notable
Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center is 

the area’s newest museum. This experiential museum high-
lights the rich stories of the Underground Railroad in Niagara 
Falls and the crucial role played by its location and geography.

The new Discover Niagara Shuttle is a hop-on hop-
off shuttle service that brings visitors to 19 different stops 
throughout the county. It is completely free and can be picked 
up at multiple places throughout the downtown Niagara 
Falls area. Stops include Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours, Old Fort 
Niagara, Niagara Power Vista, Castellani Art Museum and 
shopping in Historic Lewiston.

The Roaming Table-Lewiston Food Tours offers a food tour 
that features a sampling of delicious local favorites as well as a 
taste of the famous Haystack Sandwich from The Silo Restau-
rant. This year, the company will introduce a new Prohibition 
tour that will relate Niagara Falls’ role in Prohibition. 

Lockport Locks & Erie Canal Cruises is a two-hour expe-
rience that allows visitors to hear about the history of the Erie 
Canal and experience it while riding in one of the company’s 
boats. Cruise highlights include seeing the manually operat-
ed wooden locks known as the “Flight of Five” and passing 
through the only set of double locks on the Erie Canal. 

‘Come back to discover more’
Niagara Falls USA offers many complimentary services 

to help a tour operator put together a trip to the region. The 
bureau can customize itineraries; provide step-on guide 
referrals; send maps and brochures in advance; and put out a 
hotel RFP to accommodation partners to help find rates and 
availability. 

“I love when I hear a visitor say, ‘I never knew you had 
this here!’ or ‘I thought I knew everything about your desti-
nation!’” Mt. Pleasant said. “I hope that groups will be able to 
have that moment, where they discover something new and 
then continue to come back to discover more.” n

Niagara Falls USA
716-282-8992, ext. 315
niagarafallsusa.com

PHOTOS: NIAGARA FALLS USA

LOCKPORT LOCKS & ERIE CANAL CRUISES

PLATTER’S CHOCOLATE FACTORY

NIAGARA FALLS UNDERGROUND RAILROAD HERITAGE CENTER
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ask
Dutchess Tourism
845-463-5444
dawn@dutchesstourism.com
dutchesstourism.com

dutchess county
Dutchess County is nestled amongst the natural beauty of 

the Hudson River Valley. It’s so close to New York City, it’s like 
visiting ‘New York’s Backyard.’ Dutchess County offers tours 
designed specifically for groups — things you can do nowhere 
else in the world.

—Dawn Hopper, director of tour and travel, Dutchess Tourism

tour
Visit Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, a state-of-the-art museum of the 

Roosevelts’ personal collection alongside artifacts of the National Archives. At Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National 
Historic Sites see FDR’s home and tour his neighbor’s beaux-arts masterpiece and gardens. The Eleanor 
Roosevelt National Historic Site includes the modest cottage of one of the world’s most influential women. 
Head to Clermont State Historic Site to meet the Livingstons, the founding family of Hudson Valley aristocracy.

shop
Browse the boutique shops in 

Rhinebeck, a picturesque village 
established in 1688.

dine
Enjoy fine dining at The 

Culinary Institute of America 
and get a behind-the-scenes look at 
student-chef life on a student-guided 
tour. Venture into the underground 
bunkers of Prohibition-era 
bootlegging at Dutch’s Spirits. 
Sample spirits and experience farm-
to-table dining with mocktails and 
cocktails.

visit
Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome 

is a living history museum that 
showcases antique aviation, with 
weekend air shows and mid-week 
group programming and biplane rides.

“
”

PHOTO: DUTCHESS TOURISM
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We look forward to sharing our new safety protocols and things-to-do—Because we’ve 
missed you in Dutchess County.

dutchesstourism.com/group-toursGTM21A Storied Experience.

As always, you will be greeted by the natural scenic beauty that 
makes the Hudson Valley especially stunning. Then get ready for 
new group experiences at iconic attractions like the Home of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt National Historic Site and FDR Presidential Library 
and Museum. The Culinary Institute of America is making plans to 
safely welcome guests back. A bronze statue of the incomparable 
abolitionist and suffragist, Sojourner Truth, was recently unveiled at 
the Walkway Over The Hudson. And now, take flight with new group 
programming at Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome. 

New sites include Dutch’s Spirits, a culinary spot with an unusual 
history. The former bootlegging operation invites groups to tour their 
underground bunkers of the Prohibition Era and enjoy a farm-fresh 
meal with Sugar Wash Moonshine cocktails; and enjoy a group-
friendly overnight at the new Hyatt Place in Poughkeepsie.

We’re dedicated to making Dutchess County a warm and welcoming 
experience for group tours—So, let’s get those tours rolling again.

Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome – Dutchess County, New York

3638_Dutchess-Group-Tour-Ad_Rd2.indd   23638_Dutchess-Group-Tour-Ad_Rd2.indd   2 3/26/21   12:04 PM3/26/21   12:04 PM

stroll
Take in unparalleled views along Walkway Over the Hudson, 

the world’s longest elevated pedestrian bridge with new visitor centers. At 
Innisfree Garden, walk through the meditative gardens with streams, 
waterfalls and plants.

taste
Go to Soukup Farms to tour the sugarhouse, sample pure maple 

syrup and enjoy a hayride to the hillside pumpkin patch. Nearby, tours at 
Millbrook Vineyards & Winery begin in the vineyard and conclude 
with a wine tasting and an ILNY commemorative glass to take home.



We look forward to sharing our new safety protocols and things-to-do—Because we’ve 
missed you in Dutchess County.

dutchesstourism.com/group-toursGTM21A Storied Experience.

As always, you will be greeted by the natural scenic beauty that 
makes the Hudson Valley especially stunning. Then get ready for 
new group experiences at iconic attractions like the Home of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt National Historic Site and FDR Presidential Library 
and Museum. The Culinary Institute of America is making plans to 
safely welcome guests back. A bronze statue of the incomparable 
abolitionist and suffragist, Sojourner Truth, was recently unveiled at 
the Walkway Over The Hudson. And now, take flight with new group 
programming at Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome. 

New sites include Dutch’s Spirits, a culinary spot with an unusual 
history. The former bootlegging operation invites groups to tour their 
underground bunkers of the Prohibition Era and enjoy a farm-fresh 
meal with Sugar Wash Moonshine cocktails; and enjoy a group-
friendly overnight at the new Hyatt Place in Poughkeepsie.

We’re dedicated to making Dutchess County a warm and welcoming 
experience for group tours—So, let’s get those tours rolling again.

Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome – Dutchess County, New York

3638_Dutchess-Group-Tour-Ad_Rd2.indd   23638_Dutchess-Group-Tour-Ad_Rd2.indd   2 3/26/21   12:04 PM3/26/21   12:04 PM



46 May 2021

VisitMontgomery.com/Groups

Just Outside
Washington, DC

Brookside Gardens | Wheaton, MD

There is no shortage of wide-open spaces 
in Montgomery County, Maryland. Explore 
the scenic byways through our 93,000-acre 
Agricultural Reserve. Relax at our breweries 
and wineries. Discover the fl ora and fauna 
around 50-acres at Brookside Gardens.

Step Outside
& Explore

Oneida County, located in the heart 
of central New York, makes the perfect 
group getaway.

“Conveniently situated just off New 
York State Thruway I-90 Exits 31, 32 and 
33, we are an easy drive to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame, a half day to the 1,000 
Islands and midway between New York 
City and Toronto,” said Madison Cer-
mak, director of sales at Oneida County 
Tourism. “Oneida County is the perfect 
hub to explore the diverse and exciting 
group activities that central New York has 
to offer. Let us help you find the perfect 
fit for your group.”

Top group attractions in the region 
include:

Turning Stone Casino Resort — This 
renowned, award-winning destination 
resort is nestled in the heart of central 
New York in Verona. The resort fea-

tures world-class amenities, including 
four hotels, two luxurious spas, five golf 
courses, more than 20 dining options, 
a 125,000-square-foot Las Vegas-style 

gaming floor, a cabaret-style showroom, 
a 5,000-seat arena and several nightlife 
venues.

Utica Energy Zone — The New York 
Power Authority is constructing a new 
visitor center, adjacent to the Utica Zoo 
in Utica. The free facility will host state-
of-the-art exhibits focusing on the past, 
present and future of New York’s energy 
system. It will also include STEM pro-

northeast

Get away to Oneida County, New York

KAYAKING, BELLAMY HARBOR PARK, ROME

PHOTOS: ONEIDA COUNTY TOURISM

THE LAKE HOUSE AT SYLVAN BEACH, 
SYLVAN BEACH
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Visit TripAdvisor’s 
#1 Delaware Attraction!

HAGLEY MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
The original Du Pont  

mills, estate, and gardens
MINUTES FROM LONGWOOD GARDENS,  

WINTERTHUR, AND I-95  
IN WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

BWIRTH@HAGLEY.ORG • HAGLEY.ORG/TOURS 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE • (302) 658-2400, EXT. 259

ALL HAGLEY TOURS USE COVID PRECAUTIONS 
CONTACT US TODAY!

northeast

gramming. Utica Energy Zone’s opening 
date has not been announced.

Fort Stanwix National Monument 
— Visit the reconstructed fort in Rome 
on the site of French & Indian War and 
Revolutionary War military installations.

Adirondack Scenic Railroad —Tour 
the historic train station in Utica and take 
a ride on the railroad. Travel through 
forests, past sparkling rivers, over bridges, 
tranquil ponds and streams, and into the 
beauty of 6-million-acre Adirondack Park.

Oneida County Tourism helps tour 
operators by organizing FAM tours 
and site visits. The bureau will request 
proposals from partners on behalf of 
operators and serve as a liaison to hotels, 
attractions and dining options. Addi-
tionally, the bureau customizes itinerar-
ies based on a group’s interests. Visitor 
guides and welcome bags can be provid-
ed to passengers.

“Make a memory, create a tradition 
and experience unlimited excitement in 
central New York when you get away to it 
all in Oneida County,” Cermak said. n

Oneida County Tourism
800-426-3132
oneidacountytourism.com

ADIRONDACK SCENIC RAILROAD
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ask
Ocean City MD 
 Department of Tourism 
410-289-2800
ndobrowolski@ococean.com
ococean.com/group-travel

ocean city

Ocean City, Maryland, has long enjoyed the 
visits of our group tour and travel customers. 
They’re an important component of our year-
round tourism economy. We look forward to 
them returning to enjoy our sand and sea as well 
as all our area offerings.

—Norma Dobrowolski, destination sales manager, 
Ocean City MD Department of Tourism 

see
Relive the heroics of the U.S. 

Life-Saving Service at the restored 
Ocean City Life-Saving 
Station Museum, located at 
the south end of the Ocean City 
Boardwalk. Docents at the Ward 
Museum of Wildfowl Art in 
Salisbury bring to life the world’s 
most comprehensive collection of 
wildfowl carvings.

shop
Shopping abounds at Ocean 

City’s 300-plus shops and 
boutiques. Just across the 
bridge is Outlets Ocean City 
with 30 stores and restaurants. 
Minutes away in Berlin, one of 
“America’s Coolest Small Towns,” 
find specialty stores offering 
everything from cupcakes to 
antiques, fine jewelry to fine 
stationery — all within blocks 
of each other in a pedestrian-
friendly setting.

play
Participate in games on the 

Boardwalk, in the sand or at 
Ocean Downs Casino!

“
”

do
Stroll down the famous 

Boardwalk — 3 miles of 
fun and arcades. Savor a 1902 
carousel or get a bird’s-eye 
view of Ocean City from 
a Ferris wheel. Ready for 
an adventure? Ocean City 
provides many opportunities 
for water scooters as well as 
paddleboarding, kayaking and 
canoeing.

Take in the sights of 
Assateague Island 
National Park, where 
wild ponies roam free on the 
beach.

PHOTOS: OCEAN CITY MARYLAND
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Life-Saving Station Museum

Delmarva Discovery Center

Sightseeing

Groups come to Ocean City, Maryland to have fun. But they leave with memories 
that will last a lifetime. Whether you’re hosting an event, reunion or getaway 
of any kind, it’s the perfect place to relax, reconnect and rejuvenate. Hope to see 
you soon! 

     •  Our FREE 10-mile beach and award-winning boardwalk

     •  Open-air festivals featuring music, arts and crafts and lots of vendors

     •  Fun outdoor activities like golfing, fishing, paddle boarding, tennis, boating,
         kayaking, surfing, and more!

     •  Convenient, drive-to destination centrally located along the East Coast 

     •  Shopping, wildlife, and historical museums

Wild Horses

OC Sunrise

Harriet Tubman Underground State Park & Visitor Center
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ask
Discover Lancaster
800-723-8824
discoverlancaster.com

lancaster county

Lancaster County is a perfect 
destination for group travel. 
From shopping to heritage and 
theater to regional fare, we have 
great offerings for every type of 
group, provided by welcoming 
and experienced partner 
properties at affordable rates.

— Mara Sultan, 
senior sales manager, Discover Lancaster

explore
At Lancaster Central Market enjoy the sights, sounds, smells and eats at the 

nation’s oldest continuously operating farmers market. The market dates to 1730 and today, 
its stands range from Amish meats and vegetables to fresh homemade breads to gourmet 
coffee to various delicious ethnic foods.

tour
Surrounded by the beauty of Lancaster County Central Park, Historic Rock Ford is the 

home of Edward Hand, adjutant general to George Washington during the American Revolution. 
Now open in its 18th-century bank barn is the new Snyder Gallery of Colonial decorative arts, 
featuring Lancaster-made furniture, tall-case clocks, silver and portraiture.

“
”

PHOTOS: DISCOVERLANCASTER.COM
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enjoy
Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre 

has provided top-quality productions 
for 34 years, featuring a simple yet 
sophisticated style and always-amazing 
food.

see
The Amish Village includes the 

main elements of an Amish Community, 
anchored by its 1840 farmhouse. 
The village does a wonderful job of 
interpreting the Plain community and 
their customs.

ride
Strasburg 

Rail Road features a 
picturesque 45-minute 
ride through Amish 
farmlands to Paradise, 
Pennsylvania, and back 
on America’s oldest short-
line railroad.
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To experience unforgettable scenery 
from a unique vantage point and under 
your own power, book a rail bike tour 
with Rail Explorers USA. 

Participants pedal Rail Explorers, 
four-wheeled vehicles that travel on rails 
without train traffic. 

Rail Explorers USA currently offers 
pedal-powered rail bike tours in Rhode 
Island, the Catskills of New York state 
and Las Vegas, Nevada.

The Rhode Island Division operates 
along the Newport and Narragansett Bay 
Railroad. There is a scenic ride along his-
toric Aquidneck Island and spectacular 
Narragansett Bay.

The Catskills Division uses the his-

toric Ulster & Delaware Railroad route 
alongside Esopus Creek through the 
woods of the Catskill Mountains.

“People are blown away,” said Mary 
Joy Lu, CEO of Rail Explorers USA. “The 
scenery is so beautiful, and you are so 
low to the ground. It’s mesmerizing.”

Rail Explorers are easy to pedal, the 
terrain is mostly flat, and the ride is relax-
ing and enjoyable, said Mark Stenning, 
director of business development.

“Everyone can enjoy this activity — 
couples young and old, groups of friends, 
and families of all ages and abilities,” 
Stenning said. “The pedal-powered 
Explorers provide a smooth and comfort-
able adventure suitable for all.”

Lu said with the steel rails and steel 
wheels on the Rail Explorers, there is 
little friction and it’s easy to maintain 
momentum. “People get done and say 
they didn’t realize how easy it would be,” 
she said.

The Catskills Division rail bikes have 
electric pedal assistance.

Stenning said Rail Explorers USA 
is a unique outdoor activity that allows 
riders of all ages and abilities to enjoy 
the freedom of riding the rails, history, 
sightseeing and exercise.

Lu noted that the experience is nat-
urally self-distancing, and the divisions 
have added staff to do additional sani-
tizing of the Rail Explorers and facilities. 

northeast

Pedal with Rail Explorers USA

PHOTO: RAIL EXPLORER USA
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COMING SOON

SPECIAL EXHIBITION       OCTOBER 16, 2021 - SEPTEMBER 5, 2022

BOOK YOUR GROUP VISIT TODAY!
groups@amrevmuseum.org         www.amrevmuseum.org         Philadelphia, PA

In addition to following the company’s 
social distancing protocols, all guests are 
required to abide by each state’s health 
safety mandates, which includes wearing 
facial masks and remaining at least six 
feet apart.

Most Rail Explorers USA divisions 
can accommodate groups up to 60 in 
size. Riders of all ages and abilities are 
welcome. The average “on the rails” expe-
rience, depending on division, averages 
1½ hours. All Rail Explorers divisions 
have sufficient, free, parking areas to 
accommodate motorcoaches, with direct 
access to the activity.

Lu said the company will work with 
operators to customize an experience. n

Rail Explorers USA
877-833-8588
railexplorers.net

northeast

PHOTO: RAIL EXPLORER USA

PHOTO: RAIL EXPLORER USA
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American Visionary Art Museum 
(AVAM) is America’s official national 
museum and education center for self-
taught, intuitive artistry. 

The 1.1-acre wonderland campus 
in Baltimore, Maryland, includes three 
renovated historic industrial buildings 
that house wonders created by farmers, 
housewives, mechanics, retired folk, 
the homeless, as well as the occasional 
neurosurgeon — all inspired by the fire 
within. Using materials from junkyard 
finds to toothpicks, the visionary trans-
forms dreams and loss into powerful 
works of art.

National lists that name the one “not-
to-be-missed” attraction per state, from 
Oprah’s O Magazine to U.S. News and 
World Report, select AVAM as their top 

choice. The museum appeals to first-time 
museum-goers as well as museum aficio-
nados. Each original exhibition is a visual 
feast combining art, science and humor. 
Filmmaker John Waters called the gift 
store “the best museum gift shop you’ve 
ever been to in your life.”

Tours are currently virtual, but the 
museum plans to resume in-person tours 
in the future.

“Our glittering exterior walls made of 
exquisite mosaic, are in and of themselves, 
a sight,” said Helen Yuen, director of mar-
keting and communications. “They also 
constitute the largest arts apprenticeship 
in the country for incarcerated and at-risk 
youth. We catch people hugging our out-
door sculpture, the Cosmic Galaxy Egg, at 
all hours. Our 3-ton, 55-foot-tall whirli-

gig, created by 76-year-old farmer Vollis 
Simpson, is a perennial favorite. Folk art 
fans also love the collection of Baltimore 
painted window screens.”

The most beloved exhibited works at 
the museum are the fabric collages of Ho-
locaust survivor Esther Krinitz. They’re 
now on view again in the exhibition 
“Esther and the Dream of One Loving 
Human Family,” on view through March 
3, 2024 at the museum. The 36 intricate 
quilts recount the journey of how then-
15-year-old Esther and her younger sister 
survived the Nazi invasion of Poland by 
separating from their Jewish family on 
the way to the extermination camp and 
posing as Polish Catholic farm girls. The 
high-quality, colorful execution and hon-
est charm of her artistry gives unique and 

northeast

American Visionary Art Museum serves visual feast

PHOTO: NICK PREVAS
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THE ONLY MUSEUM of the

U.S. CONSTITUTION

Contact GINA ROMANELLI at gina@constitutioncenter.org  or  215.409.6695

Independence Mall      Philadelphia, PA

BOOK
YOUR GROUPEXPERIENCE TODAY!

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Group Tour Magazine 
Insertion Date: May Issue Size: 2.25in x 4.75in  Contact:  
BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM - Key Gordon Communications

Featuring Charley’s Aunt, 
The Devil’s Disciple and Sherlock 
Holmes and The Raven’s Curse.

GREAT THEATRE IN THE HEART 
OF NIAGARA WINE COUNTRY
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unforgettable testimony to her family life 
as a happy country child. Esther accom-
plishes this wartime tale with a sweet-
ness of spirit and lack of bitterness that 
conveys a near miraculous visual recall of 
detail and conveys an upfront experience 
of war, family, faith and childhood.

The museum hopes group members 
leave a virtual or in-person visit with a 
joy in fresh possibility in their own lives 
or an unexpected moment of laughter 
— all after viewing art works that move 
many to tears.

Maximum group size before the pan-
demic was 80 to 100 people per group. 
For virtual tours, it’s 10 to 40 people. 

The website lists virtual events that 
can be experienced any time. n

American Visionary Art Museum
410-244-1900
avam.org

northeast
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MAINE

ask
Maine Office 
 of Tourism
207-624-9809
visitmaine.com

maritime heritage
tour

Join Portland Discovery 
Land & Sea Tours for a City 
and Lighthouse Tour. Stop at 
Fort Williams and Portland 
Head Light, Maine’s oldest 
lighthouse. George Washington 
commissioned the lighthouse, 
which was completed in 1791.

Another tour destination is 
the Portland Observatory, 
America’s last-standing 19th-
century maritime signal station. 
The 86-foot-tall observatory 
was built in 1807 and overlooks 
Portland Harbor and Casco Bay. 

Board one of the Portland 
Schooner Company’s vessels 
for a two-hour sail on Casco Bay. 
The excursion is the perfect way 
to experience the beauty of the 
rugged Maine coast, complete 
with lighthouses, seals and 
seabirds. 

The white and red striped 
West Quoddy Head 
Lighthouse near Lubec is 
where groups can see the first 
sunrise on the East Coast. There’s 
a museum and visitor center.

do
Learn about lobstering on a 

cruise on Lulu Lobster Boat 
out of Bar Harbor. Experience a 
sample of the life and work of the 
Maine lobster harvesters and see 
seals and other wildlife. 

Head to Phippsburg, where 
Maine Oyster Company 
offers group oyster shucking 
classes and oyster farm tours.

discover
The Maine Maritime Museum in Bath interprets the state’s maritime 

heritage and culture. Outdoors, stroll through the country’s only surviving 
shipyard to see where large wooden sailing vessels were once built. A yard 
highlight is the full-size sculpture of the schooner Wyoming, the largest wooden 
sailing vessel ever built in North America. A number of add-on experiences are 
available for groups. 

Explore the collections and visit the buildings of the Penobscot Marine 
Museum in Searsport from the end of May through mid-October.

PHOTO: ERIN LITTLE/MAINE OFFICE OF TOURISM

PHOTO: PORTLAND DISCOVERY LAND & SEA TOURS
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With 650 protected acres of beautiful 
woodland, Tyler Arboretum is a delight 
for nature lovers, birders, botanists and 
anyone who wants to rediscover the 
natural world.

The arboretum is in Media, Penn-
sylvania, a 30-minute drive west from 
Philadelphia in Delaware County. Tyler 
Arboretum offers groups seasonally 
changing gardens, stands of towering 
trees, 17 miles of hiking trails and histor-
ic buildings.

Dating to 1681, making it one of 
the oldest public gardens in the United 
States, and home to eight generations of 
one family, Tyler Arboretum connects 
visitors to the region’s rich culture and 
history while preserving, developing, 
sharing and celebrating Pennsylvania’s 
horticultural heritage.

“Tyler is able to offer a great variety 
of experiences to visitors of all ages,” said 
Julia Lo Ehrhardt, director of communi-
ty engagement. “Children are attracted 
to our treehouses, meadows, streams, 
Butterfly House and gardens. Adults 
can immerse themselves in the historic 
buildings and trees, hiking trails, scenic 
route and gardens. Many visitors spend 
hours in the edible garden alone, while 
others enjoy the cool shade of our forests 
on a hot summer’s day. In the heat of the 
summer, let the guides in our Butterfly 
House show you some amazing creatures 
— and you just might witness a butterfly 
emerging from its chrysalis.”

Tyler Arboretum’s focus on conserva-
tion projects draws the attention of many 
visitors as they visit its American Chest-
nut Orchard, Serpentine Barrens and 
Bluebird Monitoring program firsthand.

The arboretum offers nature-based 
tours showcasing champion and historic 
trees, spring ephemerals, meadows, trails, 
gardens (edible, pollinator and fragrant) 
and woodlands. Customized tours 
are available with a few weeks’ notice. 
Programs include many topics such as 
ecological gardening, herb gardening, 
bird walks, wildflower walks, tree studies 
and seasonal activities.

People most often speak of the 
feelings they experience while visiting 
Tyler Arboretum, Ehrhardt said. “They 
can glimpse into the past, be amazed by 
towering trees on land that is untouched 
by development and get a feeling of 
peace while taking inspiration home with 
them,” she said. 

Tours that showcase the land, trees, 
collections and trails resonate well while 
providing the opportunity to see historic 
plants and trees not often found in this 
area such as a Giant Sequoia planted 
nearly 180 years ago.

Historically, Tyler’s horticultural 
displays date to the mid-1800s, when 
Minshall and Jacob Painter (of the sixth 
generation) started an arboretum on 
their family farm. Today these historic 
trees tower over the landscape, creating a 
sense of awe and inspiration.

In the mid-1900s, collections of 
beautiful flowering trees and shrubs 
were added to Tyler’s plantings, which to 
this day create spectacular displays from 
spring through and until the middle of 
fall. Wildflowers and other native plants 
are featured throughout Tyler’s core area, 
along with herb and vegetable displays 
that entice home gardeners to grow their 
own fresh healthy food.

The arboretum allocates about 10 
visitors to one docent. About 60 people 
can be accommodated at one time with 
one month’s notice. Larger groups can be 
accommodated with additional notice.

Groups are advised to spend a mini-
mum of two hours at the arboretum and 
ideally more. The arboretum can arrange 
box lunches for a relaxing break before 
groups head out to see more. With ad-
vance notice, a group may be able to have 
lunch in the historic 1833 Pennsylvania 
Bank Barn. 

Motorcoaches have a large parking area.
Ehrhardt said she hopes after a visit 

to the arboretum people are amazed, that 
they learn about and experience nature in 
a new way and have experiences they will 
remember for a long time.  

“As they leave, people tell us they are 
already planning their next trip to Tyler,” 
she said. n

Tyler Arboretum
610-566-9134, ext. 305
tylerarboretum.org

Tyler Arboretum shares natural world

northeast

PHOTO: TYLER ARBORETUM
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Immerse in the 
civil rights movement 
and the places where 

history was made

Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum
Jackson, Mississippi

Currently allowing groups of up to 20, 
the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum tells 
the story of Mississippi as ground zero 
for the civil rights movement. Eight gal-
leries focus on the years 1945–1976. See 
a NAACP sash given to Medgar Evers, 
read personal accounts of people who 
participated in the Freedom Rides in 
1961 with the use of a touch-screen map 
and explore a re-created country church 
to hear the story of Freedom Summer — 
among many other sights and experi-
ences. The museum also features special 
exhibits; on display until Aug. 21, the 
“I Am a Man” exhibit is a collection of 
photos documenting the determination 
of the civil rights movement in the face 
of violence. 

601-576-6800, mcrm.mdah.ms.gov 

Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute
Birmingham, Alabama

The 58,000-square-foot Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute (BCRI) houses 
galleries, archives, meeting rooms and 
rotating exhibition space. Featuring four 
main galleries — the Human Rights, 
Movement, Confrontation and Barriers 
galleries — the institute highlights civil 
and human rights history in Birming-
ham and beyond. BCRI is a part of 
the Birmingham Civil Rights National 
Monument, which also includes 16th 
Street Baptist Church — directly adjacent 
to BCRI. Tours are also available at the 
church, the site where in 1963 a bomb 
exploded killing four young girls and 
injuring many others. At BCRI, groups of 
25 or more receive a discount and must 
reserve a visit in advance. 

866-328-9696, ext. 204; bcri.org

IN  THE  
SOUTHEAST

5
CIVIL 

RIGHTS
STOPS

By Kate O’Neil
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Martin Luther King Jr. 
National Historical Park
Atlanta, Georgia

Visit the birth home of Martin Luther 
King Jr. at the Martin Luther King Jr. 
National Historical Park. After his as-
sassination in 1968, plans were made to 
convert the family home into a historic 
museum — now a park highlighting 
the man who helped lead the civil 
rights movement to victory. Ranger-led 
tours are offered of the home and allow 
pre-registered groups to see the house 
restored to its original state. Self-guided 
experiences are available at other on-site 
facilities like the Visitor Center, Historic 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Dr. and Mrs. 
King’s Gravesite, Freedom Hall and His-
toric Fire Station No. 6. See the “Courage 
To Lead” exhibit in the Visitor Center, 
following the paths of the civil rights 
movement and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. The park buildings are temporarily 
closed due to COVID-19. 

401-331-5190, nps.gov/malu 

National Civil Rights 
Museum at the 
Lorraine Motel
Memphis, Tennessee

The National Civil Rights Museum 
at the Lorraine Motel is an eye-opening 
experience; groups will visit the motel’s 
infamous room 306 where Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. spent his final hours. 
Between the Lorraine Motel and the 
Legacy Building across the street, the site 
includes 206 artifacts, films, oral histories 
and interactive media that dive into five 
centuries of history. Learn about the 
Atlantic Slave Trade, the investigation 
of Dr. King’s assassination, the Black 
Power movement and much more. Many 
exhibits are interactive; the “Standing Up 
by Sitting Down” exhibit allows visitors 
to sit down at an original counter from 
the student sit-ins of 1960 while using 
multi-touch features to immerse in boy-
cott stories. 

901-521-9699, ext. 2224; 
civilrightsmuseum.org

Louisiana 
State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

The fight for equality during the civil 
rights era in Louisiana began on the steps 
of the Louisiana State Capitol — the 
tallest capitol building in the nation and 
a national historic landmark. Groups 
can book a guided tour of the 34-floor 
building and learn about the fight against 
racial injustice in Louisiana. Stop at the 
statue of Pickney Benton Stewart Pinch-
back, the country’s first African Amer-
ican governor, then take an elevator up 
to the 27th floor observation deck to get 
sweeping views over the city. Supplement 
a visit with a tour of Southern University 
and A&M College’s campus, the largest 
historically Black college in the world. 
Learn about the students who organized 
sit-ins in the 1960s. 

225-383-1825, 
visitbatonrouge.com

MISSISSIPPI CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM
PHOTO: TOM BECK, COURTESY OF MDAH

BIRMINGHAM CIVIL RIGHTS INSTITUTE
PHOTO: COURTESY OF BIRMINGHAM CIVIL RIGHTS INSTITUTE

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
BIRTH HOME
PHOTO: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM 
AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL
PHOTO: MEMPHIS CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
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ARKANSAS

ask
Visit Bentonville
479-271-9153
visitbentonville.com

bentonville
Bentonville has many exciting experiences for group tours in 2021! 

Experience art and culture at the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 
and The Momentary. Book historic visits to The Walmart Museum and Peel 
Mansion. Enjoy fresh air on our various trails and native gardens filled with 
public art. No matter the time of year, Bentonville is here for you to explore.

—Amanda Khanga, group tours manager, Visit Bentonvillesee
Considered the Mountain Biking 

Capital of the World, groups will love 
the unending natural beauty that is 
Bentonville. The Bentonville trail 
system consists of three looped 
trails connecting Memorial Park, 
Lake Bella Vista and Park Springs 
Park. 

Celebrate art and nature at 
Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art. Both the indoor 
galleries and outdoor exhibits feature 
a variety of art forms. The grounds 
include the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Bachman-Wilson House, while 
the main building itself was designed 
by world-renowned architect Moshe 
Safdie. Crystal Bridges is currently 
open to the public but is temporarily 
suspending guided group tours.

learn
Located in the first established county in 

Arkansas, Bentonville is home to a number 
of historic sites and experiences. Walmart’s 
beginnings are traced back to Arkansas and can 
be discovered at The Walmart Museum. 
See exhibits highlighting founder Sam Walton 
all the way through the 21st century. For groups 
larger than four, call the museum to inquire about 
reservations.

Recently reopened, the Museum of Native 
American History houses over 10,000 
Native American artifacts and features exhibits 
highlighting 12,000 years of history. 

Bentonville is riddled with tales of the Spanish 
conquistadors — who legend says left treasure in a 
local Ozark cave. Groups can tour Old Spanish 
Treasure Cave and learn about the legend as 
well as marvel at a geologic wonder.

“
”
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adventureCreate Your

@VIS ITDECATURAL  
DECATURCVB .ORG

256 . 350 . 2028

12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road • Theodore, AL 
bellingrath.org • 251-973-2217

Open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
I-10 to Exit 15A 

20 Miles SW of Mobile, Alabama
Group Tour Office 251-459-8986

239.334.7419 • EdisonFord.org
Fort Myers, FL

Explore the Historic Homes 
and Gardens of 

Thomas Edison and Henry Ford

We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips fly as we 

create bats for baseball’s best, 
enjoy engaging exhibits and 

take home free mini-bats! We 
can customize your tour based 
on your group’s interest and are 
proud to partner with other local 

favorites to offer dining and 
attraction packages.

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates

Custom group tours

Package tours also available 

Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com 

502.588.7227

southeast

scan to subscribe
Group Tour Magazine

Free Subscription

scan to subscribe
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Formed in 1942 in Savannah with 
only seven men, the Eighth Air Force 
was stationed in England, flying with the 
Royal Air Force to defeat the German 
Luftwaffe. The Eighth grew to be the larg-
est air armada of all time, and the men 
who served in the Eighth are honored 
at the National Museum of the Mighty 
Eighth Air Force in Pooler, Georgia. 

“The Mighty Eighth Museum has an 
amazing collection, every item sharing 
another aspect of life in the Eighth,” said 
Pearl Fyderek, director of communica-
tions and marketing at the museum. 

The 90,000-square-foot museum 
includes five aircraft, the Memorial Gar-
dens and the Chapel of the Fallen Angels. 

On a two-hour docent-led tour, 
groups will venture through a number 
of exhibits highlighting the Eighth Air 
Force as well as other events revolving 

around WWII. 
Read stories of heroism and see 

memorabilia at the “Honoring the 8th” 
exhibit. The “Prelude to WWII” exhibit 
provides a look into the events that led up 
to WWII and the conditions that allowed 
Hitler’s rise to power. 

One of the museum’s greatest prides 
is the B-17 Flying Fortress aircraft, newly 
restored as the City of Savannah. 

“Visitors can walk under the wings 
and appreciate this aircraft,” Fyderek said. 
“There is also a three-part film series, the 
Mission Experience, that takes the viewer 
on a bombing run from early morning 
briefing to bombs away.” 

After venturing through the museum, 
stop by the Chapel of Fallen Angels — a 
replica of a 16th-century English chapel. 
No visit in complete without a peaceful 
walk through the Memorial Garden, 

paying tribute to those who served in the 
Eighth Air Force. 

“Experience the stories of courage, 
sacrifice, duty and honor that make the 
National Museum of the Mighty Eighth 
Air Force a must-visit destination,” 
Fyderek said.

On top of a docent-led tour, groups 
can also choose a meal package. Enjoy 
lunch or dinner after a tour at the muse-
um’s in-house restaurant. To qualify for 
group rates, groups must have at least 10 
individuals. 

“We also have a large parking lot and 
entry way, perfect for buses of all sizes,” 
Fyderek said. n

National Museum of the 
 Mighty Eighth Air Force
912-748-8888
mightyeighth.org

United States Eighth Air Force 
celebrated at Georgia museum

southeast
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800.768.3401

Explore the sounds that shaped Macon 
through music, video, and interactive 
exhibits at Mercer Music at Capricorn. 
We invite your group to step back in 
time and safely experience Macon’s 
storied past and musical future. 

Plan your visit at VisitMacon.org.

MUSIC HISTORY
COMES TO LIFE IN
MACON, GEORGIA.

southeast

PHOTO: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR FORCE, POOLER, GEORGIA

For adventure seekers and outdoor 
enthusiasts, the U.S. National White-
water Center (USNWC) in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, is the ultimate dream 
come true.

The USNWC is a 1,300-acre outdoor 
center and is home to the world’s largest 
human-made whitewater river. There 
are also over 30 different outdoor recre-
ation experiences for groups to choose 
from, including whitewater rafting 
(Class II-IV), climbing, mountain bik-
ing, ropes courses, zip lines and flatwa-
ter paddling on the Catawba River.

“The USNWC is a one-of-a-kind 
outdoor lifestyle facility that is unlike 
any other location in the world,” said 
Jesse Hyde, brand director at the USN-
WC. “The facility welcomes more than 
1.3 million visitors per year and is an 

Olympic Training Site for Whitewater 
Slalom. The center provides opportuni-
ties for engagement with the outdoors 
regardless of experience or background. 
Additionally, the USNWC has a sub-
stantial outdoor footprint that makes 
it well-suited for current COVID-19 
restrictions and guidelines pertaining to 
social distancing.”

If the group isn’t full of adrenaline 
junkies, don’t worry. Group program-
ming at the USNWC is also customiz-
able.

“The USNWC has a variety of out-
door and indoor locations to serve as 
settings or gathering places for groups of 
all types,” Hyde said. “We have an inter-
nal food and beverage/catering opera-
tion to suit the needs of our clients and 
can develop customized programming 

ranging from recreational activities, 
team development, races and competi-
tions, to outdoor education, large-scale 
entertainment and hospitality events, 
such as concerts and expos.” n

U.S. National Whitewater Center
704-391-3903
usnwc.org/groups

Chase thrills at U.S. National Whitewater Center

PHOTO: U.S. NATIONAL WHITEWATER CENTER
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ask
Lafayette Travel
800-346-1958
lafayettetravel.com

lafayette

learn
There are multiple sites and attractions in and 

around Lafayette that highlight the region’s history 
and culture. Take a group tour of Acadian Village. 
Groups will see the Bernard House, the oldest building 
on-site; and the Billeaud House, which houses a 
150-year-old loom — among many other buildings.

Constructed around 1800, the Alexandre 
Mouton House/Lafayette Museum was home 
to one of the first settlers of Southwest Louisiana. The 
home is furnished to look as it did in its heyday and 
houses a number of artifacts. The museum is currently 
closed to the public due to COVID-19. 

Lafayette is a popular arts destination too, with 
the Acadiana Center for the Arts located in 
booming Downtown Lafayette. As a community 
development organization, the center also showcases a 
number of exhibits throughout the year.

Lafayette is the Heart of Cajun and Creole Country with so many 
great cultural, culinary and musical experiences. I love working with 
operators to build unique tours that show their customers why we 
have been named the Tastiest Town of the South, Best Food City in 
the USA and the Happiest City in America.

—Eugenie Mitchell, vice president of tourism sales, Lafayette Travel

PHOTOS: LANCE LEBLANC/LAFAYETTE TRAVEL

tour
Enjoy some of the best Creole 

and Cajun cuisine on the Gulf with 
a food tour. Cajun Food Tours 
offers culinary and historical tours 
of the Acadian region. Partnering 
with more than 30 different local 
restaurants, Cajun Food Tours offers 
excursions ranging from 2½ hours to 
full-day experiences. 

Explore the Atchafalaya Basin — 
the largest wetland and swamp in the 
United States — with a swamp tour 
from a local boat captain. Businesses 
like Atchafalaya Basin Landing 
Airboat Tours and McGee’s 
Louisiana Swamp & Airboat 
Tours offer wildlife viewing among 
the abundant natural beauty of 
the bayous. Private bookings are 
available for groups.

64 May 2021
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From connecting with history 
at the African American 
Museum and the Civil Rights 
Trail to feeding your cravings 
with delicious bites at Black-
owned restaurants, you can 
experience Baton Rouge 
through the rich culture that 
makes the city so great.

Discover flavorful meals, 
historical attractions and 
more at visitbatonrouge.
com/explore/black-history

RE
UNITE

WITH GREAT FOOD

VBR21-03r Group Tour - May Civil Rights_PRELIM.indd   1VBR21-03r Group Tour - May Civil Rights_PRELIM.indd   1 2/25/21   2:24 PM2/25/21   2:24 PM
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 In addition to its small-town charm, 
Prestonsburg, Kentucky, is home to an 
impressive planetarium, a state resort 
park, premier performance venues, coun-
try music stars and much more. 

“Our mission is to take the guess-
work out of group travel planning,” said 
Samantha Johnson, executive director of 
Prestonsburg Tourism. “From backstage 
tours to bottling your own maple syrups 
and learning how to play traditional 
Appalachian instruments, our hands-on 
experiences make groups go from visitors 
to kinfolk before it’s time to return home.” 

This mountain town gem is open for 
group tours year-round.

“Group travel incentives include free 
itinerary planning, free swag bags for 
guests, free step-on guide service for the 
duration of your trip and complimentary 

FAM tours,” Johnson said. 
The Mountain Arts Center not only 

hosts big-name performers, but also 
includes an art gallery, the Ranier Racing 
Museum and the Coal Miner’s Exhibit. 
With group rates available, groups will 
enjoy everything from bluegrass music to 

mountain-style comedy. 
Visit Butcher Hollow, the family home 

of the “Queen of Country Music,” Loretta 
Lynn. 

“Groups get the tour of a lifetime 
when they step back in time to the ‘cabin 
on a hill in Butcher Holler,’” Johnson said. 

Prestonsburg 
impresses with 
hands-on
experiences

southeast

REENACTOR, MIDDLE CREEK NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD

PHOTOS: PRESTONSBURG TOURISM
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ajones@thehermitage.com | 615-889-2941, ext. 223 | thehermitage.com | 

Presidential History 
in Nashville’s Backyard

Specialized tours
Interactive guest experiences
All-new wine tasting room

Visit the Home of the
7th President

southeast

Complete the country- and blue-
grass-themed trip with a private group 
tour at the Country Music Highway 
Museum. Featuring 14 exhibits, visitors 
will see memorabilia from country music 
stars who call eastern Kentucky home. 

No stay in Prestonsburg would be 
complete without a visit to the East 
Kentucky Science Center & Planetarium, 
home to the 40-foot star dome and pro-
jection system — one of only two dozen 
in the world. Interact with the immer-
sive exhibit hall highlighting NASA, the 
Milky Way and beyond.

Surrounded by greenery and moun-
tains, Prestonsburg is a scenic dream. En-
joy the majestic Appalachian Mountains, 
great food and drink, or history with a 
number of attractions like Moonshine 
Tour & Tasting, Savage Farms, Middle 
Creek National Battlefield and Jenny 
Wiley Resort Park Elk Tours.

“From indoor entertainment to 
heritage exhibits and scenic mountain 
tours of Appalachia’s beauty, we’ll build 
a package to suit your group’s interests,” 
Johnson said. n

Prestonsburg Tourism
606-886-1341
prestonsburgky.org

ELK TOUR, JENNY WILEY RESORT PARK
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ask
Explore St. Louis
800-640-4218
explorestlouis.com

st. louis

Great food, amazing experiences and unforgettable adventures are waiting in St. 
Louis. Explore Americana while cruising Route 66. Sing along in one of the nation’s five 
birthplaces of the blues. Delight your taste buds with St. Louis BBQ. Take a tram ride 
to the top of the iconic Gateway Arch with stunning views.

-Jennifer Hollenkamp, director of marketing, Explore St. Louis

“
”

PHOTOS: EXPLORE ST. LOUIS
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tour
Explore St. Louis up close with the help 

of a tour.
A tour on the Mississippi River with 

Big Muddy Adventures will have 
groups feeling like Huck Finn. Paddle 
through downtown St. Louis’ riverfront 
and learn about important landmarks from 
expert guides. 

EAT St. Louis Food Tours 
highlights the neighborhoods of 
Maplewood, The Hill and Soulard. Private 
group tours are available. 

See Gateway Arch, Soldiers Memorial, 
St. Louis Union Station and other 
important attractions with Landmarks 
Downtown Walking Tours. Groups 
of five or more receive special rates and 
will learn about the history of the city on a 
2-mile tour. 

go
The Contemporary Art Museum 

St. Louis’ “Stories of Resistance” exhibit 
looks at forms of resistance around 
the world with photography, drawing, 
painting, video and more. Radio resistance 
is a major part of the exhibit — an 
11-episode experience using radio to 
transmit stories of dissent. 

Groups will receive discounts at the 
museum shop and for dining when at the 
Missouri History Museum. Running 
through June 5, 2022, “Beyond the Ballot: 
St. Louis and Suffrage” looks at the woman 
who helped bring about the advancement 
of women’s rights. Other special exhibits 
currently on display include “What’s 
in a Name?,” “Mighty Mississippi” and 
“Gateway to Pride” — a virtual exhibit.
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Promoting Columbia, Lake Murray, Lexington, Newberry, Richland and Saluda. 

Jewel of South Carolina

LLaakkeeMMuurrrraayyCCoouunnttrryy..ccoomm  

Come Alive in the
Golf Fishing

KayakingColumbia Fireflies Baseball

Groups visiting the Capital City/Lake 
Murray Country region of South Carolina 
in the summertime can witness the purple 
martin phenomenon. It is estimated 
that more than 1 million purple martins 
roost on Bomb Island in Lake Murray in 
preparation for the journey south to their 
winter home in South America. Bomb 
Island remains the largest roosting site in 
North America and offers a breathtaking 
spectacle for visitors. 

“This is a unique attraction in the 
Lake Murray Country region that can’t 
be experienced at other lakes,” said Jayne 
Baker, vice president of marketing at Cap-
ital City/Lake Murray Country Regional 
Tourism Board. “It is amazing to see so 
many birds in one spot and hear the noises 
that they make as they swoon the island.” 

Groups can catch a glimpse of the 
swallows from the end of June through 
the beginning of August each year, with 
the number of birds peaking in mid-to-
late July. The birds funnel into the island 
in the evenings, about 30 to 45 minutes 
before sunset and continue to fly in until 
it gets dark. In the morning, the purple 
martins begin leaving the island to feed 
as soon as there is any light in the sky, 
between 5:30 and 7 a.m. 

“The phenomenon is best to see via 
boat and there are several boat rental 
options and guided experiences available 
for groups,” Baker said. 

Several boat cruise outfitters offer 
guided sunrise and sunset experiences 
that include knowledgeable narration 
about the purple martins, Bomb Island, 

Lake Murray and the surrounding area. 
More information on the companies can 
be found at lakemurraycountry.com.

Tour operators building an itinerary 
around the purple martin experience can 
include local restaurants and lodging. 
Baker recommends an early dinner at 
Liberty on the Lake, Catfish Johnny’s 
or DW’s at Timberlake Country Club 
before viewing the purple martins. There 
are a variety of hotels in close proximity 
to Lake Murray and lakeside cabins are 
available at Dreher Island State Park. n

Capital City/Lake Murray Country 
 Regional Tourism Board
803-781-5940
lakemurraycountry.com

Purple martin migration draws flocks of visitors 
to Lake Murray Country

southeast
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☸  Narrated Harbor Sightseeing Cruise
☸  Narrated Harbor Luncheon Cruise
☸  Sunday Brunch Cruise

BRING YOUR GROUP ABOARD

☸  Dinner Entertainment Cruise
☸  Monday Gospel Dinner Cruise

☸  Sunset Cruise

the Grandest Entertainment Ship!

Catering to tour groups for 30 years — we are the Savannah experts!
For more details please contact our group sales department,
912.232.6404 or at www.savannahriverboat.com

ADD A UNIQUE TOUCH TO YOUR GROUP’S TOUR WITH  
A PRIVATE CHEF’S DEMO

What is now Living History Park in 
North Augusta, South Carolina, was once 
an abandoned water works. Today, the 
grounds are a scenic place to immerse 
in Colonial history through re-created 
buildings, live reenactments and demon-

strations.
The park — which represents the 

history of the region between 1735 and 
1785 — includes one original structure, 
the Spring House Tavern.

“The park is listed as part of the Her-

itage Corridor Tour,” said Lynn Thomp-
son, president of Olde Towne Preser-
vation and Living History Park. “Over 
25,000 people use the park each year for 
their enjoyment and education.” 

See nearly two-dozen structures that 
looked as they were pulled directly from 
the 18th century. Stop at the Blacksmith 
Forge, Pottery, Falmouth Guardhouse 
and many others and experience the 
day-to-day lives of Colonials living in the 
North Augusta region. 

The Post & Print Shop houses an 
18th-century-style printing press where 
when available, groups can purchase 
printed souvenirs. Enjoy sweet treats at 
the Cuisine de Sucrerie and experience 
18th-century cabinetmaking and more at 
New Windsor Cabinet Shop. 

“Much of the development work on 
the park, done with the blessing and 

southeast

Visit Colonial South Carolina at Living History Park
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170 ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar

Chocolate Fountain

9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC

843.839.2292
MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM

FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS CALL:

GiantCrab.com

Only 3 miles from Alabama Theater
& 7 miles from Broadway At The Beach

VisitMyrtleBeach.com/Groups

YOUR GROUP 
BELONGS AT

assistance of the city, has been through 
donations of labor, money, materials, 
time and love by many individuals and 
businesses in the Central Savannah River 
Area,” Thompson said. 

Living History Park also hosts con-
certs, picnics, community events and 
more throughout the year.

Thompson reminds operators that 
private tours should be booked ahead 
of time, as the public events bring many 
visitors. Private group tours of 15 to 30 
individuals have the option of lunch 
provided by the park. n

Living History Park
803-979-9776
colonialtimesus.wordpress.com

southeast
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ask
Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau
304-209-7015
charlestonwv.com

charleston

Charleston is the perfect destination for groups. With our variety of 
history, art, adventure and local food scene, every member of your tour 
will find something to fall in love with.

—Lauren Hunt, director of marketing & government relations, Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau
“ ”

PHOTOS: CHARLESTON CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

discover
Immerse in history, culture and science while in West 

Virginia’s Capital City, located on the beautiful Kanawha 
River. Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences is 
home to an art museum, planetarium and a performance 
hall. See over 1,000 objects and creations ranging from 
paintings to sculptures in the Juliet Art Museum, then 
view an educational film at Caperton Planetarium & 
Theater. 

Groups of 10 or more can reserve a guided tour 
(temporarily unvailable) at the West Virginia State 
Museum & Culture Center. Move through a pre-
historic coal forest and see exhibits highlighting important 
moments in West Virginia history. 

A beautiful example of Greek Revival architecture, 
the Craik-Patton House was home to individuals 
connected to George Washington as well as the 
grandfather to WWII General George S. Patton. Get a tour 
of the house, then freely roam the gardens and grounds.

explore
A little over an hour outside of Charleston 

lies one of America’s newest national parks 
— New River Gorge National Park 
& Preserve. With River Expeditions, 
groups can book a whitewater rafting 
adventure down the New River that flows 
through the park. Other regional adventures 
provided by River Expeditions include zipline 
tours, ATV tours and much more. 

savor
From Appalachian classics to international 

favorites, Charleston’s food scene won’t 
let the group down. Dine on award-wining 
barbecue and try unique cocktails at eclectic 
bars and restaurants downtown.
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what’s new in virginia
New entertainment complex 
offers multiple activities

Opened in late 2020, the Apex Enter-
tainment Center in Virginia Beach offers 
bowling, virtual reality experiences, laser 
tag, axe throwing, escape rooms and so 
much more in an 85,000-square-foot 
space. Special pricing and meal packages 
are available for groups, as well as private 
meeting space. 757-678-8666,  
apexentertainment.com/virginia-beach

Jamestown Settlement 
welcomes long-awaited 
special exhibition

Groups visiting Jamestown Settle-
ment in Williamsburg can spend some 
time learning about the perseverance of 
Virginia’s Indian population in a new, 
yearlong special exhibition. “FOCUSED: 
A Century of Virginia Indian Resilience” 
uses personal and professional photog-
raphy collections to display 100 years of 
change — from the passage and repeal of 
the Racial Integrity Act of 1924 to state 
and federal recognition today. The exhibit 
will run through March 25, 2022.  
757-253-4939, jyfmuseums.org

Debut of Capital One Center 
coming late summer, 
early fall

The new, mixed-use entertainment 
complex in Tysons — Capital One Center 
— will include a 1.2-acre skypark, 250,000 
square feet of retail, a hotel and perform-
ing arts center. Once open, The Perch 
skypark will contain an amphitheater, dog 
park, games plaza, public art and pop-up 
food trucks. Capital One Hall will be the 
complex’s performing arts center boast-
ing 1,600 seats and a 300-seat black box 
theater.  capitalonecenter.com

Busch Gardens anticipates 
newest addition 

Pantheon®, debuting in 2021 at Busch 
Gardens’ Williamsburg location, will be 
the World’s Fastest Multi Launch coaster. 
The rollercoaster features two inversions, 
four launches, five air-time hills, a 95 de-
gree drop and a record-breaking top speed 
of 73 mph. Aspects of the track reflect 
the powers of five Roman gods including 
Pluto, Mercury, Jupiter, Minerva and Nep-
tune. 757-229-4386, buschgardens.com/
Williamsburg

Gallery unveiled 
at Norfolk hotel

The Glass Light Hotel & Gallery Marri-
ot Autograph Collection opened the Glass 
Light Hotel Gallery in March — making 
Norfolk the home of the largest free 
collection of glass art in the world. Groups 
will see pieces by world-renowned artists 
like Dave Chihuly, Peter Bremers, Louis 
C. Tiffany and others. Glass Light Hotel 
& Gallery is a 113-room boutique hotel 
located in downtown Norfolk.  
757-222-3033, glasslighthotel.com

Charlottesville resort 
slated to reopen 
this summer

After undergoing a multi-year 
renovation project, Keswick Hall will 
feature a new spa and a new signature 
restaurant headed by famed chef Jean 
Gorges-Vongerichten. Known for its Full 
Cry golf course, the luxury resort boasts 
80 guest rooms and suites, an infinity 
pool, meeting space and more all amid the 
beautiful setting of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. 434-979-3440, keswick.com

Trail 20 years in the making 
highlights Blue Ridge 
Mountain history

Opened in November of last year, 
the Crozet Tunnel Greenway presents 
dense wooded trails and at its heart, an 
abandoned 170-year-old train tunnel. 
The trail has two access points, with the 
trailhead just east of Waynesboro featuring 
a parking lot with two oversized areas for 
small buses. The trail is additionally near 
Nelson 151 trail — highlighting a number 
of wineries, breweries and cideries in the 
area. coolesthikeinvirginia.com

First boutique hotel 
in Roanoke features 
a rich history 

The Liberty Trust Boutique Hotel is 
set to open by September — the first of its 
kind in downtown Roanoke. The origi-
nal building was a bank headquarters in 
1910 and is now being transformed into 
a 54-room luxury lifestyle hotel featuring 
meeting space and dining and social areas. 
libertytrusthotel.com

Outdoor art on view 
at the Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley

Opened in mid-2020, the Trails at the 
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley is now 
the largest outdoor art exhibit in Virginia 
and includes over three miles of trails. 
Located in Winchester, the museum’s 
Trails are situated on 90 acres and can be 
explored with a guided tour. Groups of 10 
or more receive discounted rates for the 
museum. 540-662-1473, ext. 224; themsv.org
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Celebrate the gifts of land and sea with epic Virginia Beach 
adventures the entire group can enjoy safely. With 400 square  
miles of wide open space, revel in hands-on experiences and  
unique access to a group tour that’s as safe as it is memorable.

VISITVIRGINIABEACH.COM/GROUPTOUR{ }
 Surrounded by the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean, Virginia Beach 

is home to stunning beaches and seven eclectic districts, and we continually 
rank among the country’s best beach destinations! We invite you to explore 
one of the country’s oldest lighthouses, go dolphin watching, visit the 
Military Aviation Museum and so much more. In Virginia Beach, there’s 
something for every group of every size to enjoy!

—Jim Coggin, tourism sales manager, Visit Virginia Beach

virginia
 beach

see
While Virginia Beach is famous for its natural beauty and magnificent sunsets, the city also boasts art and 

performance venues. The Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art will welcome its juried exhibit in 
November, set to run through March 2022. “New Waves 2021” will feature works done by Virginia artists and will be 
juried by curator and art historian Grace Deveney. 

With discounts for groups of 10 or more, Sandler Center for the Performing Arts is the spot for 
live shows and events. On certain days of the week, groups can take backstage tours and learn behind-the-scenes 
information about the center. 

The Artery in the Oceanfront District is quickly becoming an arts, shopping and dining hub. Specialty 
boutiques, breweries and outdoor art make for an exciting afternoon of sightseeing and shopping.

go
Explore Virginia Beach’s colorful 

outdoor culture — and get in a little 
bit of history, too — with a nature or 
outdoor adventure tour. 

Take a guided eco-tour with 
VB Surf Sessions. Groups will 
get a rundown of proper paddling 
techniques, then venture to Rudee 
Inlet on a tandem kayak. Contact 
VB Surf Sessions to ask about group 
rates. Virginia Beach Bike 
Tours (maximum of 10 per group) 
takes groups to the hidden gems 
north of the Boardwalk like First 
Landing State Park, The Historic 
Greystone Mansion and The Historic 
Cavalier Hotel.

PHOTO: VISIT VIRGINIA BEACH
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Celebrate the gifts of land and sea with epic Virginia Beach 
adventures the entire group can enjoy safely. With 400 square  
miles of wide open space, revel in hands-on experiences and  
unique access to a group tour that’s as safe as it is memorable.

VISITVIRGINIABEACH.COM/GROUPTOUR{ }
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Hike nearby wineries, and kayak through 
tranquil creeks. Between the Potomac and 

Rappahannock Rivers, Virginia Northern Neck 
offers waterfront outdoor recreation, specialty 
retail shops, tea at a Presidential birthplace, 

team-building activities such as sailing or 
climbing at an indoor climbing wall, or cider 

and charcuterie at a local historic site.  
Come and bring your friends. 

www.northernneck.org/groups

Spring has sprung⁄

If you average 36 steps a day,
it’s time to get away.

Experience a day or weekend of adventure. Take a guided tour. Visit our  
world-class art museums. Relax and play. Enjoy fine cuisine. Then, unwind 
at one of our official hotels. Make memories knowing we’re abiding by CDC 
guidelines for your safety.

Discounts available for groups of 15 or more. 

For more information, please call 1-800-228-8878 or email groupsales@cwf.org

Williamsburg, Virginia

Welcoming Guests 
Since 1937

Book your  
getaway today. 

Colonial 
Williamsburg
Williamsburg

At Colonial Williams-
burg, groups step into a 
301-acre living, breathing 
18th-century town filled 
with historic structures 
and stories of the past. In 
the Historic Area, they’ll 
see 18th-century trade 
shops, government build-
ings and homes, and meet 
historic interpreters along 
the way. Colonial Williamsburg also is home to the Abby Aldrich Rockefel-
ler Folk Art Museum and The DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. 
Groups of 15 or more will receive special experiences and can choose from 
half-day, one-day and multi-day packages — with annual group passes avail-
able too. 800-228-8878, colonialwilliamsburg.org

Virginia Air & Space 
Science Center
Hampton  

Virginia Air & Space Science 
Center’s new Space Explorer Gallery 
features interactive experiences with 
opportunities like trying to land on 
the Moon and Mars and “creating” 
a black hole with the Stellar Play-
ground feature. Other areas include 
the Exploration Station, Adventures 
in Flight, Aircraft, Spacecraft and The 
Solarium at the Center: Reaching 
New Heights. Group admission prices 
includes access to all exhibits and the 
IMAX Theatre — newly renovated 
with upgraded seating, screening and 
projection. 757-727-0900, ext. 780; 
vasc.org

coastal virginia
Chesapeake Bay, eastern shore and hampton roads
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If you average 36 steps a day,
it’s time to get away.

Experience a day or weekend of adventure. Take a guided tour. Visit our  
world-class art museums. Relax and play. Enjoy fine cuisine. Then, unwind 
at one of our official hotels. Make memories knowing we’re abiding by CDC 
guidelines for your safety.

Discounts available for groups of 15 or more. 

For more information, please call 1-800-228-8878 or email groupsales@cwf.org

Williamsburg, Virginia

Welcoming Guests 
Since 1937

Book your  
getaway today. 
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Historic Downtown Suffolk’s rich heritage dates back to the early 17th century, when 
Captain John Smith first encountered the Nansemond Indians on the Nansemond River. 
Even now, you can trace Suffolk’s legacy through our historic homes, neighborhoods and 
churches. Yesterday’s structures are today’s shoppes, restaurants and arts venues.

—Theresa Earles, tourism development manager, Suffolk Tourism

PHOTOS: SUFFOLK TOURISM

tour
Be enchanted by 

Riddick’s Folly House 
Museum, built in 
1837 and a beautifully 
appointed house that 
stands as a reminder of 
Suffolk’s past. Riddick’s 
Folly has four floors, 21 
rooms and 16 fireplaces. 
Book a guided group 
tour to see the elegant 
furnished double parlors, 
a gentlemen’s library, 
and adult and children’s 
bedchambers. Registered 
with the Virginia Historic 
Landmarks Commission 
and the National Register 
of Historic Places, 
Riddick’s Folly served as 
headquarters for the Union 
Army during the Civil War.

Travel back in time with 
a visit to the Seaboard 
Station Railroad 
Museum. The restored 
Main Street Station — built 
in the Queen Anne style 
— boasts a tower with a 
walnut spiral staircase. 
Many original features 
were saved and restored 
including doors, windows, 
coffered ceiling, fireplace 
and porch, which can all 
be seen on a guided group 
tour. The museum also 
features a changing exhibit 
gallery.

savor
Sample the original flavors of Suffolk’s first 

brewery. Nansemond Brewing Station is 
situated inside a nearly 4,700-square-foot historic 
building in Downtown Suffolk that dates to 1914. 
The brewery features unique brews, a tasting 
room with impressive 20-foot ceilings, a window 
to observe the brewing process, a private party/
meeting space and outdoor seating. 

Savor the award-winning, superior sushi 
at Sushi AKA. Using a 1-acre plot and in-
ground farming with no hydroponics, 98% 
of all vegetables served at Sushi AKA are true 
in-ground, farm-to-table freshness. The other 
2% come from the controlled greenhouse that is 
located on the farm. Imagine the crispness and 
freshness of only hand-pulled, natural ingredients 
accompanying your freshest sashimi and sushi.

VIRGINIA
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Museum of Chincoteague Island
Chincoteague Island

The Island of Chincoteague is a 200-year-old, history-rich village that is located 4 
miles off Virginia’s coast. The Museum of Chincoteague Island preserves the people, 
culture and heritage of the island. Exhibits display life on the barrier island chronolog-
ically from before man to the present. Objects on display include fossils dredged from 
the waters around the island and items salvaged from shipwrecks along the coast. New 
group and bus tour options are in development; tour planners should call the museum 
for more information. 757-336-6117, chincoteaguemuseum.com

Ingleside Vineyards
Oak Grove

Choose between several tour packages for groups of eight or more at Ingleside Vine-
yards. As one of Virginia’s largest wineries, Ingleside Vineyards produces over 18 types 
of wine and boasts a number of accolades since its opening in 1980. Venture through 
the vineyards to learn about the winemaking process, then enjoy a number of wines 
either on the European courtyard or under the indoor pavilion. Ingleside Vineyards also 
houses a museum featuring antique wine bottles and Native American artifacts. 804-
224-8687, inglesidevineyards.com 

Barrier Islands Center 
Machipongo

Housed on the former site of the Almshouse Farm, the Barrier Islands Center high-
lights the culture of Virginia’s barrier islands through three historic buildings: the 1890s 
Almshouse Building, the 1910 African American Almshouse and the 1725 Quarter 
Kitchen. The museum in the farmhouse features numerous galleries and the Quarter 

Kitchen is now a coastal foodways 
gallery that provides cooking 
demonstrations. The center offers 
special experiences for groups, 
including documentary screenings 
at the African American Alms-
house, guided tours, box lunches 
and much more. 
757-678-5550,  
barrierislandscenter.org

Yorktown Sailing Charters  Yorktown

With the help of the Yorktown Schooner Alliance at Yorktown Sailing Charters, groups 
can step back to a bygone era. Help set sail, take the helm, aid in steering the ship and look for 
marine life along the shore of the York River. Voyagers will also pass by the Victory Monu-
ment and Battlefield — memorializing where the nation won independence. Book a private, 
customized charter (currently restricted to 30 
passengers) with catering and beverage services 
available. 757-639-1233, sailyorktown.com

coastal virginia
Chesapeake Bay, eastern shore and hampton roads

PHOTO: YORKTOWN SAILING CHARTERS

PHOTO: BARRIER ISLANDS CENTER



82 May 2021

Plan your trip today.

JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AT YORKTOWN

R E A L  H I S T O R Y

R IGH T  NOW

jyfmuseums.org

Chrysler Museum 
of Art
Norfolk

More than 30,000 pieces make up 
the Chrysler Museum of Art’s perma-
nent collection. From July 9 through 
Oct. 3, the “Alma W.  Thomas: Ev-
erything is Beautiful” special exhibit 
will look at the renowned artist’s life 
through nearly 100 of her works. In 
September 2022, the museum will 
welcome a special exhibit featuring 
the works of artist Jacob Lawrence. 
See a glassmaking demo at the on-site 
Perry Glass Studio or schedule a tour 
through the museum to the Moses 
Myers House — a short drive from 
Chrysler. 757-664-6200, chrysler.org

Historic 
Jamestowne
Jamestown

Take an archaeology and history 
tour of Historic Jamestowne — the 
original site of the first permanent 
English settlement in America. 
Walking tours include an overview of 
the archaeology at James Fort, living 
history interpreters and more. Groups 
are also able to get near archaeological 
dig sites to see excavations and even 
asks questions. A number of packages 
are available for groups, depending 
on the group size. 757-856-1250, 
historicjamestowne.org

Coastal Food Tours
Norfolk and Virginia Beach

Choose from a plethora of food tours in and around Norfolk and Virginia Beach with 
Coastal Food Tours. Groups have the option of one-day or multi-day experiences that will 
not only include delicious dishes and tasty drinks, but also history lessons and views of 

beautiful Virginia landscapes. 
See the beautiful architec-
ture of the historic suburb 
of Ghent in Norfolk while 
stopping by local restaurants, 
including the originator of 
the ice cream cone. Enjoy the 
sights, smells and tastes along 
the Virginia Beach boardwalk 
with Coastal Food Tours’ 
signature food tour. 757-320-
2371, coastalfoodtours.com

coastal virginia
Chesapeake Bay, eastern shore and hampton roads
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Henricus Historical Park
Chester

Step back to 400 years ago at Henricus Historical Park, an English 
settlement founded in 1611 that is now a living history museum 
highlighting the many events that occurred there — from the first 
hospital in English North America to the establishment of tobacco as 
the first cash crop. Enter re-created Native American longhouses at 
the Powhatan Town of Arrohateck, see interpreters perform musket 
firing demonstrations and explore Mt. Malady — the first hospital 
established in the New World. Thematic guided and self-guided group 
tour rates are available. 804-748-1611, henricus.org

Riverside Outfitters
Richmond

Groups of 12 or more can receive a discount at 
Riverside Outfitters — offering rafting, paddling, 
cycling, climbing and tubing adventures for groups. 
Take a guided rafting tour down the James River, 
with options for the more daring and those wanting a 
leisurely ride. Riverside Outfitters also partners with 
a number of Richmond businesses, creating itinerar-
ies ideal for any type of group. Let the Riverside Out-
fitters team schedule a Segway or trolley tour, find 
breweries and restaurants to try, or plan a scavenger 
hunt. 804-560-0068, riversideoutfitters.com

central and southern virginia
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James Madison’s 
Montpelier 
Orange

From Private House Tours to tours on Montpe-
lier’s Enslaved Community, the home of America’s 
fourth president preserves the stories of the people 
who worked on the estate and James Madison’s role 
as a Founding Father and architect of the Consti-
tution. In addition to home and estate tours, the 
grounds feature more than 8 miles of trails, a muse-
um shop and a café. The home and other structures 
on the estate house exhibits and galleries, like “The 
Mere Distinction of Colour” located in the Mansion 
Cellars and the South Yard or “Mysteries of Mont-
pelier” in the Visitor Center. Montpelier is currently 
under a phased reopening. 540-672-2728, ext. 450; 
montpelier.org
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The Richmond region is a vibrant, authentic community that uniquely blends 
400 years of history with an amazing creative culture. One of the most central 
locations on the East Coast. Group-friendly dining and nightlife options abound. 
With all there is to do in the region, it’s easy to plan an exciting tour for any group.

—Toni Bastian, group tour and visitor center manager, Richmond Region Tourism

“

go
There’s no better way to 

immerse in Richmond history 
and culture than a day at the city’s 
dozens of museums. 

The Valentine tells 400 
years of Richmond history through 
exhibits and objects that have been 
collected since 1894. Group tours 
are temporarily suspended, but 
live virtual tours are available for 
groups in the meantime. 

Explore the largest collection 
of Edgar Allan Poe memorabilia 
in the world at the Edgar Allan 
Poe Museum. Groups will see 
Poe’s boyhood bed, walking stick, 
handwritten autobiography and 
much more. The museum also 
includes the beautiful Enchanted 
Garden, including the Poe Shrine. 

Featuring four floors of 
interactive exhibits and artifacts, 
the Science Museum of 
Virginia offers exclusive 
experiences for groups of 10 or 
more (currently suspended until 
further notice). Play hands-on 
games to boost mind and body 
with the “Boost!” exhibit. The 
“Speed” exhibit demonstrates the 
fastest and slowest in the universe. 

do
With RVA on Wheels, groups can choose from 

experiences like Segway and trolley tours. Take the Civil 
Rights History Segway Tour and learn about important 
figures in the fight for equality like Maggie Walker, the 
Richmond 34 and others. Discover local outdoor art with 
the Street Art Segway Tour or pick a tour based on what 
neighborhood the group would like to explore. Trolley trips 
include craft brewery, winery, food and history tours.

PHOTOS: RICHMOND REGION TOURISM
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Wintergreen Resort
Wintergreen

Groups can receive special rates as well as a number of packages 
and other perks while staying at Wintergreen Resort — a four-sea-
son resort on the eastern edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Enjoy 
two golf courses, both designed differently. The resort also is home 
to 19 clay tennis courts and three indoor courts. Wintergreen boasts 
four seasonal dining experiences, including The Copper Mine Bistro, 
Devils Grill, The Edge and Stoney Creek Bar & Grill. 434-325-2200, 
wintergreenresort.com

MacCallum More Museum & Gardens
Chase City

At MacCallum More Museum & Gardens, groups will wan-
der through over 5 acres on hand-laid stone paths to see treasures 
collected from around the world. Five featured gardens make up 
MacCallum, including the Rose Garden, Pink Garden, Herb & Wild-
flower Garden, Joy Garden and the Future Children’s Garden. Along 
the way, see statues from Spain and Italy as well as a large collection 
of Native American artifacts. The grounds also feature a museum 
that houses five exhibits. 434-372-0502, mmmg.org

Patrick Henry’s Red Hill
Brookneal

Explore Patrick Henry’s last home and burial site at 
Red Hill. The grounds consist of Henry’s Law Office, his 
reconstructed house, his gravesite, outbuildings, rare 
artifacts in the E. Stuart James Grant Museum Room, the 
Museum Shop and a number of scenic trails. Learn about 
the Founding Father’s life work, the enslaved population 
at Red Hill and much more with a tour. Groups of 10 or 
more receive discounts and must be booked in advance. 
434-376-2044, redhill.org

Black History Museum 
& Cultural Center 
of Virginia 
Richmond

Discover Black history, art and 
culture at the Black History Museum 
& Cultural Center of Virginia. Groups 
journey through amazing accounts 
of emancipation, Reconstruction, Jim 
Crow, desegregation, massive resistance 
and the civil rights movement from 
African American people in Virginia. 
In addition to informative galleries, the 
museum houses art exhibits, conducts 
literary presentations and documenta-
ry screenings and offers special pro-
gramming throughout the year. Due to 
COVID-19 safety measures, groups visits 
are currently capped at 10 people. 804-
780-9093, blackhistorymuseum.org

central and southern virginia
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Staunton is a great hub-and-spoke destination for exploring 
Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley and the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

—Katie Campbell, sales and marketing manager, Visit Staunton

discover
Groups can learn about the life and legacy of United 

States’ 28th president at the Woodrow Wilson 
Presidential Library and Museum. Take a guided 
tour of the home where Wilson was born and spent the 
first year of his life. The museum includes Wilson’s Pierce-
Arrow limousine, an interactive World War I trench and 
exhibit galleries that represent Wilson’s life and service 
through historic photographs, documents, and objects. 

Be immersed in the daily life of the Shenandoah 
Valley’s earliest settlers at Frontier Culture Museum. 
The living history museum showcases farmsteads from 
Africa, America, England, Germany and Ireland.

tour
At Blackfriars Playhouse, groups get a behind-

the-scenes look as they go on-stage, behind the stage 
and even under the stage at the only re-creation of 
Shakespeare’s first indoor theater. Tour guides tell the 
story of England’s first indoor theater and describe 
how the staging conditions of 16th- and 17th-century 
London shaped the works of Shakespeare and his fellow 
playwrights.

Explore downtown Staunton with a walking tour 
or from the comfort of the bus with a step-on guide. Learn 
about the history and architecture of this award-winning 
Main Street by touring four of the six neighborhoods with 
stops at Trinity Episcopal Church to see the original 
Tiffany stained-glass windows; Sunspots Studios to 
watch live glass-blowing demonstrations; and the R.R. 
Smith Center to visit the visual art and history galleries.

explore
Take in the sights and scenes of the Shenandoah 

Valley on a guided excursion through the mountains. 
Start with a driving tour, stopping along the way to explore 
the many scenic overlooks, spectacular waterfalls and 
breathtaking mountain views. 

PHOTO: ZAK SUHAR PHOTOGRAPH
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VisitStaunton.com

Natural Bridge 
State Park
Natural Bridge

An enormous rock bridge, located 
in the southern end of the Shenando-
ah Valley flanked by the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, is the centerpiece of Natural 
Bridge State Park. A National Historic 
Landmark, Natural Bridge is a 215-foot-
tall limestone gorge carved out by Cedar 
Creek, once owned by Thomas Jefferson. 
The park offers 7 miles of hiking trails 
and is a gateway to the historic and 
beautiful Cedar Creek Trail, and the 
Monacan Indian Living History Village 
(currently closed). The Natural Bridge 
Caverns, museums, a hotel/conference center and restaurants surround the nature 
park. Interpretive programs are typically offered but haven’t resumed at this time. 
540-291-1326, dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/natural-bridge

Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley
Winchester 

The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 
(MSV) is a regional cultural center that includes 
galleries, 7 acres of gardens, the Glen Burnie 
House, a Museum Store and a Makerspace 
Studio. Galleries display changing exhibitions 
and Shenandoah Valley decorative arts, 18th- 
and 19th-century European and American fine 
art, and a collection of miniature houses and 
rooms. The Trails at the MSV is a new 90-acre 
public park with more than 3 miles of trails for 
walking, running and biking through fields, 
woods and wetlands. Groups can schedule guid-
ed tours of the permanent collection, special 
changing exhibitions and the gardens (available 
April–October). Group luncheon space is avail-
able, too. 540-662-1473, ext. 224; themsv.org

virginia mountains and shenandoah valley
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Luray Caverns 
Luray 

As the largest caverns in the eastern United 
States, Luray Caverns offers guided group tours, 
showcasing natural wonders around every corner. 
Cathedral-sized rooms with ceilings 10 stories 
high, towering stone formations and the Stalacpipe 
Organ (the world’s largest musical instrument) are 
highlights of the visit. Every Luray Caverns ticket 
includes admission to the Car & Carriage Caravan 
Museum, Toy Town Junction and the Shenandoah 
Heritage Village. 540-743-6551, luraycaverns.com

Taubman Museum of Art
Roanoke

Located in the heart of downtown Roa-
noke, Taubman Museum of Art offers 11 gal-
leries as part of the Fralin Center for Ameri-
can Art and originates 15–20 exhibitions per 
year. The museum building features a 77-foot 
glass peak in the atrium and an undulating 
roofline. Featured artists have ranged from 
Kehinde Wiley to John James Audubon and 
from Yoko Ono to Norman Rockwell. The 
museum is currently open three days a week 
but is offering small private tours for groups 
of six or fewer any day of the week. Free vir-
tual classes and exhibition are available on the 
museum’s website and social media channels. 
540-204-4131, taubmanmuseum.org

Roanoke Star and Overlook
Roanoke 

What was intended to serve as a seasonal 
Christmas decoration atop Mill Mountain, the Ro-
anoke Star is now a must-visit stop for groups. For 
nearly 70 years, the 88-foot-tall star has overlooked 
the surrounding valley and Blue Ridge Mountains. 
The Roanoke Star is made up of three stars formed 
by 2,000 feet of neon tubing and is illuminated 
every night. The iconic symbol makes the perfect 
group photo op. A 15-minute drive from downtown 
Roanoke, the Star is easily accessible from the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge;  
540-342-6025, ext. 121; visitroanokeva.com

PHOTO: NPS
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Shenandoah National Park
With endless panoramic views, Virginia’s first national park, with 200,000 

acres of protected land, divides the Shenandoah Valley from the Piedmont re-
gion to the east. Groups can hike a variety of trails, go horseback riding, discover 
wooded hollows and waterfalls, or drive along Skyline Drive, the park’s most 
popular feature. All ranger-led programs have been cancelled this year due to 
COVID-19. 540-999-3500, nps.gov/shen

PHOTO: TAUBMAN MUSEUM OF ART/VISIT VIRGINIA’S BLUE RIDGE
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Accommodations • Meeting & Event Venues • Teambuilding Activities
Custom Menus • Zip Lines • Indoor/Outdoor WaterPark • Mountain Biking 

Escape Rooms • Fitness Centers • Pools & Parks • Golf • Hiking

Located in the heart of the 
Shenandoah Valley, Virginia MASSRESORT.COM/GROUPS

MASSANUTTEN  
A  F O U R  S E A S O N  R E S O R T  D E S T I N AT I O N

Massanutten Resort®, the Mid-Atlantic’s premier 
four-season resort destination is an easy drive from 

Charlottesville, Richmond, and Washington, D.C. 

Massanutten Resort
Massanutten

Featuring 6,000 acres of all-season, mountain fun, Massanu-
tten Resort offers a variety of amenities and accommodations 
in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley. Groups seeking outdoor 
adventure will find zip lining, skiing, hiking, tubing, mountain 
biking and more. The resort includes 12 on-site dining locations, 
a full-service day spa, two 18-hole golf courses, an indoor/out-
door waterpark, an escape room and accommodations for quick 
getaways and longer vacations. 540-289-4032, massresort.com

National D-Day 
Memorial 
Bedford

Dedicated on June 6, 2001 
by President George W. Bush, 
the National D-Day Memo-
rial was constructed in honor 
of those who died on that 
same day in 1944, fighting in 
one of the most significant 
battles in the nation’s history. 
The memorial structure 
encompasses more than 50 
acres at the base of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, with a 44-foot-tall arch at its center. The memo-
rial grounds take visitors on an archival journey through World 
War II and the politics and perils of the time period. Group tours 
are suspended at this time; however, self-guided tours are available 
with the use of the walking tour brochure and/or the tour feature 
on the National D-Day Memorial app. 540-587-3619, dday.orgPHOTO: MASSANUTTEN RESORT

PHOTO: TONY HALL
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One-of-a-kind tours are what operators get in Wytheville 
because this is a one-of-kind town. And the experiences here are, 
just like this town’s name, unique. It’s filled with home-grown 
attractions and locally owned businesses, making it easy to 
customize group itineraries for any interest or age group.

—Mary Jo Babbitt, tourism development specialist, Wytheville Convention & Visitors Bureau

view
For those who want to get outdoors and enjoy the 

views, Big Walker Lookout, the oldest and highest 
private attraction in Virginia, offers a spectacular view 
of the Appalachian Mountains. 

A visit to the New River State Park offers 
views from the New River Historic Shot Tower. 
The tower’s unique history has earned it a spot on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

Different and equally memorable views can be 
experienced at the Fort Chiswell Animal Park, 
where visitors have up-close-and-personal interactions 
with camels, zebra, antelope, buffalo and more.

discover
The Great Lakes to Florida Highway 

Museum is a great place to start learning 
Wytheville’s storied history of welcoming visitors. 

In light of today’s conditions, learning of 
Wytheville’s experience during the “summer 
with no children” polio outbreak of 1950 is 
exceptionally poignant. This story and others are 
told at the Thomas J. Boyd Museum. These 
are just two of several area museums with stories 
to tell.

PHOTOS: WYTHEVILLE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

explore
At Beagle Ridge Herb Farm, visitors enjoy 

a combination herb farm, butterfly garden and 
education center. Its 14 themed display gardens 
showcase its herb and perennial collections. 

Active groups will enjoy the many recreational 
areas and scenic trails of Wytheville and all will 
enjoy a dinner theatre performance at Wohlfahrt 
Haus Dinner Theatre.

Wytheville’s wide-open spaces, beautiful 
mountain views and outdoor attractions offer 
plenty of distance. Its one-of-kind attractions offer 
customizable options like no other destination 
can. And Virginia’s mask order and local business 
protocols mean safety is taken seriously.

VIRGINIA
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Customize 
Your 

Adventure
Ready to 
provide 

your group 
with a...

1-866-892-3239
VisitWytheville.com/Group-Tours 

Safe, 
Socially 

Distanced
Experience

southwest virginia
blue ridge highlands and heart of appalachia

Primland 
Meadows of Dan

Groups of virtually any 
size will receive special 
rates and customized 
experience packages 
when booking a stay 
at Primland — a resort 
surrounded by the beauty 
that is the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. The lodge 
features luxury suites, two 
restaurants, a spa, fitness 
center, observatory, theater 
and golf course. Other 
accommodations include 
the Pinnacle Cottages, Fairway Cottages and Tree Houses. Enjoy archery, water sports, 
RTV riding, horseback riding, tree climbing and much more while at this remote getaway. 
866-324-6815, primland.com

Blue Ridge 
Music Center
Galax

The Blue Ridge Music Center 
celebrates the music and musi-
cians of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Each spring, summer and fall, the 
center welcomes thousands of vis-
itors to enjoy some of the region’s 
finest traditional music, including 
bluegrass, old-time, folk, Amer-
icana, country blues and gospel. 
Groups enjoy performances, 
visiting the museum and explor-
ing the center’s hiking trails. For 
the 2021 season, capacity limits 
will be in place due to COVID-19 
safety measures. 276-236-5309, 
blueridgemusiccenter.org

PHOTO: SCOTT K. BROWN
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Barter Theatre
Abingdon, Virginia 

When the Barter Theatre opened 
its doors in 1933, the price of admis-
sion was 40 cents or an equivalent 
amount of produce. Four out of five 
theatregoers bartered their entry with 
vegetables, dairy products and live-
stock. Today, the theater has grown 
into a year-round venue and at least 
one performance each year celebrates 
Barter’s history by accepting food 
donations. Barter Theatre is the State 
Theatre of Virginia and offers groups 
unique history and more than 25 
productions every year including 
comedy, drama, musicals and plays. 
Group add-ons can include actor-led 
talkbacks, behind-the-scenes tours, 
workshops and on-site dining. At this 
time, Barter is producing live shows at 
its social distancing friendly Moonlite 
Drive-In as well as offering on-de-
mand productions. Groups should 
contact the Group Sales Team for the 
latest information. 276-619-5406, 
bartertheatre.com

Cumberland Gap 
National Historical Park
Ewing 

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park en-
compasses Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky. On 
a guided Gap Cave tour, groups venture under-
ground to see stalagmites and flowstone cas-
cades, maybe even catch a glimpse of a bat. The 
Hensley Settlement Tours take place atop Brush 
Mountain. Venture through historic structures 
like a blacksmith’s shop, springhouse and a one-
room schoolhouse. Both tours are temporarily 
suspended. The Cumberland Gap is considered 
the first great gateway to the west. 606-248-2817, 
nps.gov/cuga

southwest virginia
blue ridge highlands and heart of appalachia

PHOTO: BARTER THEATRE 

PHOTO: SAM DEAN

Virginia Creeper Trail 
 The 34.3-mile Virginia Creeper Trail is a rail-to-recreation trail that travels through 

two counties from Abingdon through Damascus and ending just past Whitetop Station 
in the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area, at the Virginia-North Carolina border. 
The trail was named after the steam engine that crept up the rails into the Iron Mountains. 
Also, a plant called the “Virginia Creeper” grew along its tracks. It is best known for bik-
ing, but the multi-use trail offers opportunities to walk, run, fish, horseback ride, people 
watch, cross country ski and geocache, along with chances to observe and learn about the 
native fauna and flora. Popular trail access points include Abingdon, Alvarado, Damas-
cus, Creek Junction and Whitetop Station. Bike shops, outfitters and shuttle operators are 
available in Abingdon and Damascus. vacreepertrail.org
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Birthplace of 
Country Music 
Museum
Bristol 

Bristol, located in both Virginia and 
Tennessee, is considered the “Birthplace 
of Country Music” and boasts its rich 
country music culture at the Birthplace 
of Country Music Museum in Bristol, 
Virginia. Through interactive displays, 
experiences and artifacts, groups will dive 
deeper into the 1927 Bristol Sessions, 
country music’s earliest stars and the genre 
today. Begin a visit in the Orientation 
Theater with the film Bound to Bristol or 
head to the museum’s small chapel to hear 
local gospel groups sing. The museum also 
hosts a number of traveling and tempo-
rary exhibits throughout the year. Guided 
group tours are available. 423-573-1927, 
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

William King 
Museum of Art
Abingdon

Housed in a historic 1913 former 
school, the William King Museum of Art 
was named after early American settler 
and businessman, William King. The 
museum includes both permanent and 
rotating exhibits showcasing traditional 
and contemporary Appalachian art and 
artifacts. See late 17th-century furni-
ture, an array of ceramic containers and 
intricately sown quilts. The museum 
is also home to a sculpture garden that 
includes an impressive collection of 
sculptures. Docent-led tours are available 
to motorcoach groups. 276-628-5005, 
williamkingmuseum.org

southwest virginia
blue ridge highlands and heart of appalachia
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From the bustling urban east where Dulles International Airport thrives to 
the rolling countryside of the west dotted with wineries, farms and breweries, 
Loudoun’s landscape and diversity of experiences is unmatched. Add in historic 
towns, museums and superb dining, this is a not-to-miss group destination.

— Hannah Oliver, tour & travel sales manager, Visit Loudoun

toast
Raise a glass in DC’s Wine Country®, home to 

40-plus vineyards, with experiences and varietals 
to please everyone in the group. At Creek’s Edge 
Winery in historic Taylorstown, enjoy a tasting in a 
beautiful Amish barn, replete with a silo that mimics 
the inside of a wine barrel; or head to 868 Estate 
Vineyards, winner of the 2020 Governor’s Cup for 
best wine in Virginia. 

With 35-plus breweries, groups can raise a pint glass 
in Loudoun, too. Visit Harpers Ferry Brewing 
on cliffs high above the Potomac River for handcrafted 
ales and spectacular views, or try Hillsborough 
Vineyards & Brewery, where the Baki brothers 
create sublime wines and unique beers.

taste
Loudoun’s family-owned farms supply a bounty 

of fresh produce to local restaurants where skilled 
chefs serve everything from culinary masterpieces to 
comfort food. Try deep-fried wings and sultry mac 
and cheese at the new Johnny Ray’s Sultry Soul 
Food, or indulge in seared salmon with romesco 
sauce and fresh veggies at SideBar. At Chrysalis 
Vineyards at the Ag District, pair one of eight 
cheeses made at the on-site creamery with superb 
wines, breads and artisanal pizza. 

  

tour
Visit Dodona Manor 

in Leesburg, home of George 
C. Marshall, former Defense 
Secretary and author of the 
Marshall Plan. Discover why 
Middleburg is the nation’s 
horse and hunt capital at 
the National Sporting 
Library & Museum. For 
more obscure history, visit 
Loudoun Heritage Farm 
Museum and learn about 
Loudoun-born Holstein/
Friesian bull, Round Oak 
Rag Apple Elevation, said to 
be one of the most influential 
animals of the last century. 

PHOTO: JEFFREY GREENBERG

PHOTO: CREEK’S EDGE WINERY
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northern virginia

Wolf Trap 
National Park for the 
Performing Arts
Vienna

Wolf Trap Foundation for the Per-
forming Arts is the official partner to 
the National Park Service in providing 
concert and performance program-
ming within the park. Performances 
across all genres usually occur in the 
Filene Center, Children’s Theatre-in-
the-Woods and The Barns at Wolf 
Trap. But the foundation decided it 
would not hold live performances 
in spring 2021; online performances 
were held instead. Due to mainte-
nance and construction projects, 
many areas of the park are closed to 
visitors. 703-255-1868, wolftrap.org

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 
National Military Park
Fredericksburg

The park’s four battlefields witnessed more than 100,000 casualties in 18 crucial months 
of the Civil War. The constant presence of armies left Fredericksburg and the surrounding 
agricultural landscape devastated and ended bondage for thousands of enslaved people in 
the region. According to the National Park Service, the park exists to preserve, interpret and 
maintain the battlefields of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Wilderness and Spotsylvania 
Court House and their related sites. Although buildings are closed and programs cancelled, 
the grounds are open from sunrise to sunset. 540-693-3200, nps.gov/frsp

PHOTO: NPS

Bluemont Vineyard

An exquisite culinary and heritage destination located in Northern Virginia 
just 25 miles outside Washington D.C., Loudoun, County, also known as DC’s 
Wine Country®, boasts award-winning wineries, tasting rooms, breweries, 
distilleries, farm-to-table dining, country inns and estates and
full-service hotels and resorts. Home to Washington Dulles International 
Airport, Loudoun is easily accessible for international and domestic
travelers alike. 

With our distinctive collection of casual, up-scale and fine-dining 
restaurants, Loudoun features eateries that will satisfy any palate. For those 
who want to enjoy a unique local taste, dine at one of the many restaurants 
that draw on organic and local ingredients to create imaginative menus. 
Loudoun’s cuisine is complimented by a one-of-a-kind craft beverage 
scene. 

Whether you have outdoor enthusiasts, foodies, beer and wine aficionados 
or history buffs, we’re confident this is the right place for your program and 
Visit Loudoun will offer complimentary services that include 
accommodations assistance, site visits, tour guide referrals, receptive 
referrals as well as itinerary and group dining suggestions.

Come savor the flavors of Loudoun and indulge today. 
Click the QR code below for more information.

Hannah Oliver
Tour & Travel Sales Manager

703-669-4434
Oliver@VisitLoudoun.org

#LoveLoudoun
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northern virginia

George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon

Discover the home of 
George and Martha Washing-
ton and learn about life during 
the 18th century at Mount 
Vernon. Adult tour groups can 
experience the home in depth, 
after hours and at discounted 
prices. Specialty tours include 
meal options, lunch with a 
character from Washington’s 
world, expert guide service, 
sightseeing cruises, “Through 
My Eyes” Character Tours, Distillery & Gristmill Tours, flag raising and wreath laying at 
the Washington tomb. 703-799-8688, mountvernon.org

Torpedo Factory 
Art Center
Alexandria

Founded in 1974 in a former muni-
tions plant, Torpedo Factory Art Center 
is home to the nation’s largest number of 
publicly accessible working artist studios 
under one roof. The City of Alexandria 
manages the Art Center through the 
Department of Recreation, Parks and 
Cultural Activities as part of the Office 
of the Arts’ family of programs and facil-
ities. Just south of Washington, D.C., the 
art center overlooks the Potomac River 
in the Old Town section of Alexandria. 
Each year, more than a half million 
national and international visitors 
meet and interact with more than 160 
resident artists in 82 studios and seven 
galleries. torpedofactory.org

Smithsonian Air & Space Museum 
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Chantilly

Although temporarily closed due to COVID-19, once the center reopens visitors will 
be able to see thousands of aviation and space artifacts. The center displays artifacts in an 
enhanced open-storage design filling two huge connecting structures: the Boeing Aviation 
Hangar and the James S. McDonnell Space Hangar. Among the artifacts are a Lockheed 
SR-71 Blackbird, the Space Shuttle Discovery and a Concorde. Attractions include the 
Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, the Airbus IMAX Theater and the Mary Baker En-
gen Restoration Hangar. A variety of online programs, stories, videos, activities and virtual 
tours are available. 703-572-4118, airandspace.si.edu

Military Women’s 
Memorial
Arlington

The memorial is dedicated to the 
more than 3 million women who have 
served the United States since the 
American Revolution. Incorporated into 
the memorial’s facade is the Hemicycle 
— a retaining wall dedicated in 1932 as 
part of the Memorial Bridge project and 
originally intended as the ceremonial 
entrance to Arlington National Cem-
etery. A docent-led tour for a group 
needs to be arranged at least two weeks 
in advance. Tours include the Exhibit 
Gallery, Register Room, Hall of Honor 
and the Upper Terrace. The heart of the 
memorial is the Register, which provides 
a unique look at some of the individual 
stories that make up the collective his-
tory of women’s service. 703-892-2606, 
womensmemorial.org

PHOTO: GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MOUNT VERNON

PHOTO: SMITHSONIAN’S NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM, DANE PENLAND
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located in Fairfax, Virginia. The National Museum of the United States Army will 
immerse you in the experience of American Soldiers since 1775. As the U.S. Army’s 
front door, the National Army Museum shares the Army’s story with the world. 

The Museum is located at Fort Belvoir- less than 30 minutes from the National 
Mall and 10 minutes from Mount Vernon and I-95. Free, timed tickets are 
required, COVID-19 precautions apply.

northern virginia

National Museum 
of the United States 
Army
Fort Belvoir

The National Museum of the Unit-
ed States Army is a joint effort between 
the U.S. Army and the Army Historical 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization. 
Although the museum is temporarily 
closed, people can engage with the 
museum online for virtual events and 
videos. As the U.S. Army’s front door, 
the museum is an enduring effort to 
tell the Army’s story and honor the 
accomplishments, sacrifices and com-
mitment of American soldiers. It is the 
first comprehensive and truly national 
museum to capture, display and inter-
pret more than 245 years of U.S. Army 
history. 800-506-2672, thenmusa.org

Washington Heritage 
Museums
Fredericksburg

Washington Heritage Museums 
works to preserve, promote and maintain 
its four 18th-century properties in Fred-
ericksburg: Mary Washington House, 
Rising Sun Tavern, St. James’ House and 
Hugh Mercer Apothecary Shop. Tours 
are currently available at Mary Washing-
ton House, where George Washington’s 
mother lived her last 17 years; Rising Sun 
Tavern, built as a home by Washington’s 
youngest brother Charles, it became a 
tavern in 1792 when it was sold; and 
Hugh Mercer Apothecary Shop, a muse-
um of medicine, pharmacy, and military 
and political affairs. 540-373-5630, 
washingtonheritagemuseums.org

PHOTO: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY, DUANE LEMPKE

PHOTO: CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG TOURISM
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Western heritage, Native Amer-
ican culture and natural history — 
Wyoming’s remarkable narrative has 
carved the West and provided a look 
into pre-historic America. 

“From the first national park to the 
women’s suffrage movement, Wyoming’s 
rich history and heritage helped define 
the west and the United States as a whole 
with many firsts,” said Piper Singer, 
public relations & media manager at the 
Wyoming Office of Tourism.

As groups travel to, from or through 
The Cowboy State, whether a day trip or 
a multi-day adventure, make sure to stop 
by historic sites and attractions highlight-
ing human and natural history. 

Rediscover the Old West
Groups can explore pioneer and Na-

tive American heritage through historic 
frontier sites and live reenactments, 
among other experiences. 

Carbon County’s Grand Encamp-
ment Museum boasts over a dozen 
historical buildings telling the history of 
Wyoming, the city of Grand Encamp-
ment and the Upper North Platte Valley. 
Visit a blacksmith shop, the Palace 

Bakery and Ice Cream Parlor, and the 
Livery Stable.

Enjoy chuckwagon dinners, horse 
rides, saddle creation demonstrations 
and exclusive tours available to large 
groups at the Buffalo Bill Center of the 
West in Cody.

Among the center’s five museums is 
The Plains Indian Museum. Galleries in-
clude artifacts, art and life-size exhibits 
relaying the rich culture of the Plains 
Indian people. 

Visit the famed outpost where U.S. 
Army soldiers, emigrants and Native 
Americans worked and collided at Fort 
Laramie National Historic Site in south-
eastern Wyoming.

“Begin your tour at the visitor center 
located in the restored 1884 Commis-
sary Storehouse with an 18-minute 
orientation film before entering the 
museum and browsing the bookstore,” 
Singer said.

Groups will encounter individuals 
dressed in period appropriate attire and 
see demonstrations. The grounds also 
include a trail that leads from the Old 
Iron Bridge to the meeting of the Platte 
and Laramie rivers. 

Criss-crossed by a number of Ameri-
ca’s famous trails, Wyoming hosted trav-
elers on the Oregon, California, Mormon 
and Pony Express trails — to name a few. 
Sweetwater County boasts mile upon 
mile of still-visible trails. Visit Sweetwa-
ter County Travel and Tourism Board’s 
website to find helpful tools for planning 
visits to historic sites near the trails and 
spots where groups can see evidence of 
the traveling pioneers, like wagon ruts.

Roam through pre-historic 
Wyoming 

Evidence of Earth’s age and ev-
er-changing makeup is located through-
out The Cowboy State. It has one of the 
most expansive fossil records in the 
nation and also boasts an official state 
dinosaur, the triceratops. From ancient 
footprints to geological wonders, the 
abundant natural history and pre-history 
point to Wyoming’s diverse environment. 

Located in Thermopolis, the Wyo-
ming Dinosaur Center allows visitors 
to watch lab technicians prepare newly 
discovered fossils. The museum houses 
20 full-size skeletons at 200 interpretive 
exhibits, as well. 

west

Explore The Cowboy State’s famous 
pre-historic and Old West heritage

By Kate O’Neil 

REVISIT REVISIT 
WYOMING’S WYOMING’S 

PASTPAST
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While in Thermopolis, make sure to 
check out the geological wonder of Hot 
Springs State Park, home to the world’s 
largest single mineral hot spring, which 
channels into pools and bathhouses.

“During your visit, you might even 
catch an awesome view of Wyoming 
wildlife; herds of majestic buffalo are 
said to frequently roam the red hills just 
behind the main portion of the park,” 
Singer said. 

Beyond dinosaur fossils and remains, 
the Green River Formation boasts an 
abundance of fossilized fish, which can 
be collected at Fossil Safari’s private 
quarry in Kemmerer. Group rates are 
available for groups of 10 or more. 

Groups will see fossilized fish, insects, 
mammals, birds and reptiles at Fossil 
Butte National Monument — also in 
Kemmerer. The Visitor Center includes 
more than 300 fossils. Book the Porch 
Talk or the Timeline Talk with a park 
ranger, then take a hike on the main-
tained pathways through the park. n 

Travel Wyoming 
307-777-7777
travelwyoming.com

Wyoming 
has roots in 
the Women’s 
Suffrage 
Movement, 
being the first 
state to allow 
women to vote 
and hold office 
in 1869. Visit 
the Wyoming 
House for 
Historic Women in Laramie to learn about many 
Wyoming women who have impacted the world!

Check out Travel Wyoming’s website for more 
listings of historical attractions around the state. 

LOUISA ANN 
SWAIN WAS THE 
FIRST WOMAN 
IN THE UNITED 
STATES TO VOTE 
IN A GENERAL 
ELECTION. SHE 
CAST HER BALLOT 
ON SEPTEMBER 6, 
1870, IN LARAMIE, 
WYOMING.

A MONUMENTAL FIRST

HOT SPRINGS STATE PARK
PHOTO: TRAVEL WYOMING

FORT LARAMIE 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

PHOTO: NPS

PHOTO: WIKIPEDIA

WYOMING DINOSAUR CENTER
PHOTO: TRAVEL WYOMING
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Dubois displays world’s largest 
private collection of military vehicles

 Owned and funded by Dubois, Wyo-
ming, residents Dan and Cynthia Starks, 
the National Museum of Military Vehicles 
(NMMV) houses over 450 military vehi-
cles and more that 200 historical firearms. 

The museum opened in August 2020 
but its beginnings date back almost a 
decade ago when Dan began acquiring 
military vehicles, starting with a M4 
Sherman tank. 

“Each room in the museum is named 
after extraordinary veterans, their stories 
told on panels outside each room’s entry-
way door,” said Alynne Catron, executive 
director at NMMV.

Groups will first see the George C. 
Marshall Gallery, which features WWII 
vehicles and artifacts. See an M18 Hellcat 
tank destroyer that was at the Battle of 
the Bulge and the rare M4A3E2 “Jumbo 
Sherman.”

“Other exhibits highlight stories such 
as the lack of U.S. preparedness for WWII, 
the importance of the manufacturing 
effort on the homefront, the Red Ball 
Express, lessons learned from the Battle of 
the Bulge and more,” Catron said. 

The museum’s most prized artifact is 
the musket that fired the first shot at the 
Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775.

“We refer to this musket as the Liberty 

Bell of American Firearms, given its role 
in founding our country,” Catron said. 
The musket is located in the Unknown 
Soldiers Weapons Vault. 

In addition to the galleries, NMMV 
features the 64-seat Chance Phelps 
Theater, two meeting rooms, a research 
library and gift shop.

Later this month, NMMV will open 
the Lewis “Chesty” Puller Gallery — fo-
cusing on the nation’s role in the Korean 
and Vietnam wars.

Catron says more additions are com-
ing to NMMV, as well. 

“The team is currently in the process 

of adding a 20,000-square-foot building 
that can host meetings for up to 500 
people,” Catron said. “Plans are on the 
drawing board to add another building in 
the next five to 10 years to house galleries 
featuring the Cold War, the two Gulf 
Wars and the Global War on Terror.” 

Group rates are offered for groups of 10 
or more. Guided tours are offered daily, and 
private tours are available upon request. n

National Museum of 
 Military Vehicles
307-455-3802
nmmv.org

PHOTOS: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MILITARY VEHICLES
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Cheyenne Frontier Days™ – July 23-August 1, 2021

Cheyenne Botanic Gardens Grand Conservatory 

Wyoming State Museum and State Capitol

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ Old West Museum

Historic Cheyenne Depot and Museum

Western Shopping Galore

Terry Bison Ranch

Big Boy Steam Engine

At the intersection of I-80 and I-25 | 800-426-5009  |  CHEYENNE.ORG

Wyoming State Capitol 
restoration project 
completed in 
2019!

ADVENTURE DOESN’T WAIT. 
But you have – so come experience the true West now. You’ll see the Buffalo Bill 
Center of the West, nightly rodeos, and the western charm that makes Cody so 
special. Get a vacation guide at CodyYellowstone.org or call 1-800-393-CODY.

PHOTOS: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MILITARY VEHICLES
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The National Museum of Wildlife Art 
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, houses a col-
lection of over 5,000 artworks represent-
ing wild animals from across the globe. 

“A trip to the museum perfectly 
complements any Grand Teton and 
Yellowstone National Park itinerary,” said 
Jennifer Tremblay, marketing manager 
at the museum. “Seeing wildlife outside 
their natural habitat is not a guarantee 
while traveling the local area, but we can 
guarantee you will see all sorts of wildlife 
in the form of art.” 

The museum’s design was inspired 
by the ruins of Slains Castle in Aber-
deenshire, Scotland, and overlooks the 
National Elk Refuge. When entering the 
main galleries, groups will be greeted by 
the large-scale painting of a bison enti-
tled Chief — created by Robert Bateman 
specifically for the museum.

While the museum features perma-
nent collections, seasonal exhibits are 
also on view. 

Opening on June 5, “Valued Species: 
Animals in the Art of Andy Warhol and 
Ai Weiwei” will bring together works 
from the two artists and showcase 
their unique styles. The exhibit will run 
through Aug. 29.

From June 6 through Oct.16 of this 
year, groups can view “Woven Together: 
Art and Arachnids.” The exhibit was 
inspired by the museum’s video series 
starring local spiders. See works from 
regional professional artists and local 
K-12 students.

“Changing exhibits give us an op-
portunity to show you something new 
every time you visit, including a chance 
to show works not always on view, like 
Warhol’s works on paper,” Tremblay said. 

Another museum highlight is the 
Sculpture Trail — a ¾ -mile pathway 
designed by award-winning landscape 
architect, Walter Hood. Groups will 
get gorgeous views of the National Elk 

Jackson Hole museum illustrates 
the beauty of wildlife around the world 

west
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a distinguished art museum
...an outdoor sculpture trail

...a world-class restaurant
...a boutique museum shop

...a boundless view
an unforgettable experience

2820 Rungius Road, Jackson Hole, Wyoming  |  WildlifeArt.org  |  307-733-5771

With high desert adventure, charming towns and rich history,
Rock Spring and Green River offer plenty of group activities

for every interest. Take a tour of the Wild West and
make sure to visit these hidden gems:

Plan your group getaway at ExploreWY.com

Hidden Gems

TOUR SOUTHWEST 
WYOMING’S

The Oregon Trail  •  Award-Winning Downtown Rock Springs
Flaming Gorge Reservoir  •  Killpecker Sand Dunes  •  And More!

YOUR PERFECT STOP
ON THE YELLOWSTONE,

DEVILS TOWER,
MT. RUSHMORE ROUTE.

Bison 
Ranch 
Tours

Refuge as well. 
“A new project is underway, Great-

er Yellowstone Botanical Tour, which 
includes the addition of native species 
around the Sculpture Trail to offer 
aesthetic, ecological and educational 
benefits,” Tremblay said. 

Self-guided and docent-led tours are 
available. Docent-led tours are currently 

capped at 10 people per docent. If select-
ing a self-guided experience, Tremblay 
suggests groups explore the museum 
with its free app. n

National Museum of Wildlife Art
307-732-5437
wildlifeart.org

west

National Museum of Wildlife Art, continued

PHOTO: COURTESY OF NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WILDLIFE ART
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Set to open in September of this year, 
the Academy Museum of Motion Pic-
tures — dedicated to the art and sciences 
of movies — will feature six floors. 

The museum will be located in the 
historic Saban Building in Los Angeles, 
California, and will be connected to a 
new, spherical addition via glass bridges.

“The Academy Museum will be the 
world’s premier museum of cinema in 
the world’s moviemaking capital,” said an 
Academy Museum spokesperson. “More 
than a museum, this dynamic film center 
will offer unparalleled experiences and 
insights into movies and moviemaking.” 

A number of exhibits will be available 
once the museum opens. 

“Stories of Cinema” is divided into 
multiple galleries and is a continually 
changing exhibit, featuring different 
movies, artists, genres and more. 

“Throughout the exhibition, visitors 
will be surrounded by moving images, 
costumes, scripts, posters, production 

and costume design drawings, matter 
paintings, photographs, backdrops, 
animation cels, maquettes and more,” the 
Academy Museum said. 

Experience what it is like to walk on 
stage and accept an Oscar at The Oscars® 
Experience. Enjoy a movie screening or 
a panel discussion at the 288-seat Ted 
Mann Theater. A number of programs 
will also show in the theater, with focuses 
ranging from social activism to key mo-
ments in Academy Awards history. 

“Theaters are equipped with Dolby 
Atmos and will allow viewers to see mov-
ies as they were originally meant to be 
seen: 16mm, 35mm, 70mm, digital laser 
project and even nitrate,” the Academy 
Museum said. 

In September, the museum will 
additionally welcome a temporary exhibit 
highlighting the acclaimed artist and film-
maker Hayao Miyazaki. The exhibit — the 
first of its kind in North America — hous-
es more than 300 objects, some of which 

are outside of Japan for the first time. 
Other anticipated spaces at the mu-

seum are the Shirly Temple Education 
Studio, special event spaces, restaurant 
and café, store, rooftop Dolby Family 
Terrace and more. 

In all, the museum’s collection boasts 
more than 12.5 million photographs; 
237,000 film and video assets; 85,000 
screenplays; 65,000 posters; and 133,000 
pieces of production art. 

“When it opens in September 2021, the 
museum will be simultaneously immer-
sive, experimental, educational and enter-
taining,” the Academy Museum said.

The Academy Museum of Motion 
Picture plans to announce admission 
prices and group tour details at a later 
date. n

The Academy Museum 
 of Motion Pictures
323-930-3000
academymuseum.org

The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures 
slated to open its doors in the early fall

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE ACADEMY MUSEUM OF MOTION PICTURES
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TEXAS

ask
Glen Rose Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau
254-897-3081
glenrosetexas.org

glen rose
Are you ready to feel the sun on your face, breathe the fresh 

air and feel the freedom of the outdoors while being able to 
maintain your distance? Glen Rose is the perfect distancing-
friendly destination, with activities ranging from hiking, 
biking, kayaking, fishing, feeding giraffes, dinosaur hunting 
and so much more.

—Kristen Gibson, director, Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau

explore
Make sure to spend some time in 

Historic Downtown Square for 
learning opportunities, shopping, dining, 
art and more. The Somervell County 
Museum houses a number of items donated 
by Somervell County residents. See an 
arrowhead collection, a wooden headstone, 
Civil War uniforms and a wall mural 
featuring the 1954 National Geographic article 
of the excavation of the dinosaur tracks. The 
Glen Rose Visitors Center is additionally 
a great place to start a trip, with information 
not only on the history of the city, but with 
resources to help groups navigate their stay.

discover
As the dinosaur capital of Texas, Glen Rose is rich in prehistoric natural history, which can 

be found at a number of local attractions. At Dinosaur World Texas, groups can roam the 
museum to see real and cast prehistoric fossils. At the end of the museum, see a number of 
dinosaurs come to life with the animatronics dinosaur display. Enjoy lush landscapes while also 
seeking real dinosaur tracks located in the riverbed at Dinosaur Valley State Park. Special 
tours for groups can be set up through the park. 

Fast forward to present day with Fossil Rim Wildlife Center and see the numerous 
endangered and threatened species the nonprofit protects. Take the Single-Group Safari tour to see 
and learn about a number of animals like the Dama Gazelle, Mountain Bongo and many others. 

PHOTOS: MISSION ST. PHOTOGRAPHY106 May 2021
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Featuring three floors of galleries, an 
IMAX Theatre, the Texas Spirit Theatre 
and the Bullock Museum Store, the 
Bullock Texas State History Museum in 
Austin showcases over 16,000 years of 
Texas history. 

“The Bullock Museum opened in 
2001 and is named for the 38th lieutenant 
governor of Texas, Bob Bullock, who 
championed the preservation and exhibi-
tions of Texas history,” said Emily Morris, 
head of marketing at the museum. 

The museum offers discounts for 
groups of 20 or more. Groups sizes are 
currently capped at 50 due to COVID-19 
restrictions and all tours are self-guided 
until further notice. 

On the museum’s first floor, the 
Becoming Texas gallery is interactive; 
groups can test their strength by pulling 
back a bow, immerse with the 17th-cen-
tury ship La Belle through augmented re-
ality and touch replica objects that reveal 
the innovations of American Indians. 

The second-floor gallery journeys 
from 1821 to 1936, with the third-floor 

gallery highlighting the rest of Texas 
history from 1936 to today. 

“Two special exhibition galleries host 
a variety of relevant and engaging orig-
inal and traveling exhibitions,” Morris 
said. 

Opened this month, “Guitar: The 
Instrument That Rocked The World” will 
be on view through Aug. 1, 2021. From 
June 19 through Nov. 28 of this year, ex-
plore the fight for racial equality through 
the “Black Citizenship in the Age of 
Jim Crow” temporary exhibit. “Mental 
Health: Mind Matters” will be on view 
in early May of 2022 through the end of 
July 2022. 

“The Bullock Museum is also home to 
the largest IMAX screen in the state and 
the one-of-kind, multisensory Texas Spir-
it Theatre, providing guests with unfor-
gettable film experiences,” Morris said. 

With the use of sound, light, move-
ment and visual effects, the Star of Desti-
ny film shares a number of Texas histori-
cal events in the Texas Spirit Theatre. 

The museum’s Cafe is currently closed 

to the public until further notice. Morris 
suggests groups take 45 minutes to ex-
plore each of the museum’s three floors. n 

Bullock Texas State 
 History Museum
512-936-4649
thestoryoftexas.com

Bullock Texas State History Museum 
unpacks thousands of years of history

west

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE BULLOCK TEXAS 
STATE HISTORY MUSEUM
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NEW MEXICO

ask
Tourism Santa Fe
505-955-6215
santafe.org

santa fe
Santa Fe is one of America’s most historic, artistic and 

fascinating cities. A place where groups will feel the presence of 
the past in extraordinary ways and uncover a destination filled 
with sophisticated entertainment. Santa Fe offers world-class 
visual and performing arts to match any traveler’s taste and a 
wealth of history and culture waiting to be explored. 

—Joanne Hudson, public relations manager, Tourism Santa Fe

see
Two hundred and fifty art 

galleries call Santa Fe home and are 
a tribute to the region’s landscape 
that has drawn in talented artists for 
decades. The Georgia O’Keeffe 
Museum celebrates the great 
American artist and her many works 
portraying New Mexico landscapes. 

If wanting to see outdoor and 
urban art, book a tour with Santa 
Fe Art Tours or the urban art tour 
with Routes Bicycle Tours, Inc.

discover
With over 400 years of history, 

the nation’s oldest capital is home to 
cultures centuries old and amazing 
natural wonders. 

Bandelier National 
Monument is home to petroglyphs 
and carved rock dwellings created by 
the ancestral pueblo people. Guided 
tours of the park are available. Also 
offering guided tours (temporarily 
suspended at the time of publication) 
and featuring early pueblo homes is 
Pecos National Historic Park. 

Groups will find a plethora of 
adobe- and European-style churches 
throughout Santa Fe. Book a tour 
through one of the many local tour 
guide companies and discover the 
beauty of Cathedral Basilica 
of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
Santuario de Guadalupe or San 
Miguel Mission Church — the 
oldest church in the United States.  

Looking for a place to learn about 
it all? The New Mexico History 
Museum’s core exhibit, “Telling New 
Mexico,” provides an overview of over 
400 years of history in the region and 
the state. 

PHOTOS: TOURISM SANTA FE
108 May 2021
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C A S I N O  |  H O T E L  |  D I N I N G  |  S P A  |  C H A M P I O N S H I P  G O L F
3 7 9 1 4  S O U T H  N U K WA LQW •  WO R L E Y,  I DA H O  8 3 8 7 6  •  1  8 0 0 - 5 2 3 - 2 4 6 4  •  C DAC A S I N O.CO M

W E LCO M E  H O M E .

Book your customized Cultural Immersion Tour Package today.  
Immerse yourself in the land that the Coeur d’Alene Tribe has called home for thousands of years. Our Cultural 

Tours are a great way to learn about our Tribe’s culture, traditions and history. Safety protocols have been 
implemented in all of our group tours. 

For group bookings, contact our Cultural Tourism Manager Dee Dee McGowan at  
1 800-523-2464 x 7415 or wmcgowan@cdacasino.com.

...Safely

STILL 
SHARING 

OUR 
CULTURE

west
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OREGON

ask
Travel Salem
503-581-4325
travelsalem.com

salem

Salem is inarguably the best of the big city and small town Oregon. 
It has a thriving restaurant scene, lively nightlife and culture, but is also 
accessible and unhurried, with friendly people who genuinely want to 
share their stories and their craft with visitors. 

—Debbie McCune, director of sales, Travel Salem

sip
The Willamette Valley is a bountiful grape-growing region 

and provides the greater Salem area with numerous wineries and 
majestic scenery to be enjoyed along with a glass of wine. Take 
a property tour or visit the tasting room at Eola Hills Wine 
Cellars or Cherry Hill Winery.

explore
Towering mountains, pristine rivers, roaring waterfalls and 

lush valleys — Salem’s surrounding beauty is truly diverse. Make 
sure to get outside the city to see these amazing natural features 
at nearby recreational areas like Silver Falls State Park or 
Willamette Mission State Park. 

“
”
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see
Oregon’s capital offers a perfect blend of remote 

and city accommodations — being surrounded 
by mountains, river and valleys but also home to 
historic homes and a booming downtown. 

At The Oregon Garden, groups of 15 
or more (temporarily unavailable) can enjoy 
discounted rates of the 80-acre botanical garden 
that features more than 20 specialty gardens. The 
garden also houses an apiary and the Gordon 
House — designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The 
Gordon House is currently able to accommodate 
private tours of the home for small groups. 

Discover Salem’s history at one of the many 
Victorian homes located around the city. At 
125-year-old Deepwood Museum & Gardens, 
enjoy formal gardens, nature trails, a carriage 
house and more. Once deemed safe in regard to 
COVID-19, groups of 10 or more can make a 
reservation to tour the inside of the Queen Anne-
style home. The Bush House Museum also 
pays tribute to Salem history and features original 
furnishings. 

110 May 2021
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NEXT STOP
VT-GROUP TOUR AD       SIZE: 2.25X4.75 

visittyler.com

Visit royalgorgebridge.com
Open Air beauty

Stay

Play

Explore
ExploreGlenRose.org

www.columbiagorge.org
990 SW Rock Creek Dr. Stevenson, WA

Printing Sponsored By: City of Stevenson & 
Skamania County Lodge Taxes

EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY
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Founded in 2014, award-wining Lip 
Smacking Foodie tours immerses groups 
in Las Vegas’ diverse and world-class 
dining scene. 

Led by knowledgeable professionals, 
tours can be tailored to any group’s desire 
and take away the hassle of booking 
reservations for groups. 

“We do all the work, so all you have to 
do is show up to get whisked immediate-
ly to your seats at three to four renowned 
restaurants to enjoy a parade of signature 
dishes with VIP service — all in one easy 
outing,” said Donald Contursi, president 
of Lip Smacking Foodie Tours. 

Choose from a number of tours 
highlighting different neighborhoods and 
food themes. Enjoy the murals and sculp-
tures of Vegas’ Art District while trying 
out a few nearby eateries with the Arts 
District Lip Smacking Food Tour. Try 

three to four dishes at four of the city’s 
most glamorous restaurants on a Savors 
of The Strip tour.  

Want to book a food tour for earlier in 
the day? Lip Smacking Foodie Tours offers 
brunch and lunch tours. Custom tours are 
Lip Smacking Foodie Tours’ specialty and 
the company can create a number of food 
tours specific to a group’s desire. 

“We provide a unique group experi-
ence that’s exciting and new, and sure to 
get everyone talking,” Contursi said. 

Finger Licking Foodie Tours, a Lip 
Smacking Foodie Tours sister company, 
offers self-guided tours for groups, and 
Contursi says they are ideal for groups 
amid the pandemic. 

“Offered at flexible times daily, these 
tours are not only exclusive to the host’s 
invited guests but come complete with 
an innovative virtual guide that provides 

fascinating information about each 
restaurant,” Contursi said. 

Groups will stop in three restau-
rants at the ARIA Resort & Casino on 
a two-hour evening Finger Licking 
Foodie Tour. Dine on 10 signature dishes, 
including dessert, while watching Vegas 
light up during prime time. 

“At a time when restaurants across the 
board are struggling to stay afloat and 
having to limit capacity due to health 
protocols, our tours not only provide 
groups guaranteed reservations but a 
meaningful way to support several local 
businesses in one fell swoop,” Contursi 
said. “It’s a win-win at a time when every-
one could use one.” n

Lip Smacking Foodie Tours
888-681-4388
lipsmackingfoodietours.com

Lip Smacking Foodie Tours shows off Vegas’ culinary scene
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Located in Brookings at South Dakota 
State University, the South Dakota Art 
Museum has been a popular destination 
for art lovers all over the world since 1970. 

Seven galleries feature exhibits cu-
rated from the world’s largest collection 
of Harvey Dunn and Paul Goble works; 
Native American art; Marghab Linens; 
fine art posters from the 1960s, 1970s and 
early 1980s in the Cockerline Collectio; 
as well as from the museum’s wide con-
nections to emerging and internationally 
known artists and traveling exhibitions.

“In celebration of the museum’s 
50th anniversary, the museum’s entire 
collection of Harvey Dunn artworks is on 
display through Aug. 15 in ‘ALL DUNN: 
The Complete Harvey Dunn Collection,’” 
said Carolyne Hart, marketing and mem-
bership coordinator at the South Dakota 
Art Museum. “This epic exhibition of 153 
works has drawn visitors from across the 
country and promises to be a destination 
exhibition throughout the summer.”

Because of its size, the South Dakota 
Art Museum is able to accommodate 
groups well, and tours can be customized.

“The spacious galleries of the South 
Dakota Art Museum accommodate 
groups with adequate social distancing 

and a ‘practically private museum’ expe-
rience for those who prefer exploring on 
their own,” Hart said. “Arrangements can 
be made for guided and group tours with 
advanced notice. Depending on the size 
of the group and staff availability, tours 
can range from simple group orientations 
to facilitated group artwork discussions 
about current artworks on view.”

Because of its extensive, diverse col-
lection, the museum is a memorable stop 
for many guests, Hart said.

“Visitors to the South Dakota Art Mu-
seum often comment that they feel like 
they’ve discovered a hidden gem,” Hart 

said. “Not only does it offer a high-qual-
ity museum experience appreciated by 
art lovers and aficionados, but one that’s 
unpretentious and very welcoming to all 
visitors. The museum store is filled with 
unique, original artwork and gift items 
that reflect the state of South Dakota, 
including giclee prints of Harvey Dunn 
favorites.” n

South Dakota Art Museum
605-688-5423
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-
 art-museum

Embrace creativity at the South Dakota Art Museum

PHOTOS: SOUTH DAKOTA ART MUSEUM



113grouptourmagazine.com

west

First protected in 1864, Yosemite Na-
tional Park is one the nation’s most loved 
and well-known of all the national parks.

The park’s central portion is located 
in rural and historically rich Mariposa 
County. Whether on a stagecoach, bus 
tour or even in the air, groups can experi-
ence Yosemite through a number of Mar-
iposa County vendors that operate tours 
inside and around the national park. 

“Yosemite Mariposa County is an 
all-season destination and offers unique 
experiences for each,” said Julie Hadze-
ga, operations and travel trade manager 
at Yosemite Mariposa County Tourism 
Bureau. “Fall is great for hiking with cool 
crisp air and fall color. Winter is serene 
and easily accessible.”

Discover Yosemite specializes in pro-
viding small group tours of the park on a 
27-passenger tour bus along with a local 
guide. Discover Yosemite can provide 
shuttle service between arrival locations 
and hotels, too. 

Get unobstructed views of the valley 
with Tenaya Lodge’s convertible buses, 
which also provides private tours for 
groups. Groups will enjoy the beauty of 
Sierra National Forest and the surround-
ing Yosemite region on a train ride with 
Yosemite Mountain Sugar Pine Railroad. 

More adrenaline-pumping adventures 
are an option, too. Take a tour down the 
Merced River with Whitewater Excite-
ment’s rafting trip, or get a birds-eye view 
of Yosemite Valley with Skydive Yosemi-
te. Special rates are available starting with 
groups of four or more.

“Yosemite Mariposa County is 
also only a three-hour drive from San 
Francisco, so many tour companies have 
included our destination or offer it as an 
added attraction,” Hadzega said.  

Visit yosemite.com to find a full list of 
vendors located in and around Mariposa 
County. 

Make sure to add in a little history as 
well with a visit to the Mariposa Museum 

& History Center, California State Min-
ing & Mineral Museum and more. 

Yosemite Mariposa County Tourism 
Bureau is committed to keeping groups 
healthy while visiting. The region is a 
top destination if looking for outdoor, 
socially distanced opportunities. n                  

Yosemite Mariposa County 
 Tourism Bureau
866-425-3366
yosemite.com

Mariposa County and other regional vendors 
offer fun and educational tours of Yosemite

PHOTO: GTM/KATE O’NEIL



itinerary
builder

OKLAHOMA

ask
Oklahoma City 
 Convention & Visitors Bureau
405-297-8913
visitokc.com

oklahoma
city

Oklahoma City is always 
evolving and has transformed 
into an all-new city for groups 
to explore. It’s a spirited and 
welcoming city that embraces 
its unique Western heritage. 
Groups traveling to OKC 
can experience a variety of 
experiences and destinations 
including renowned festivals, 
outdoor adventures, top-notch 
museums and 14 diverse 
districts. 

—Sandy Price, vice president of tourism, 
Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau

“

”
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF OKLAHOMA CITY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

go
Named one of the 50 Best Places to Travel in 2020 by 

Travel + Leisure, Oklahoma City boasts a rich Western 
heritage. Discover the legacy of the American West at the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. 
The museum includes numerous galleries, three Halls 
of Fame, permanent collections and a research center. 
Upcoming special exhibitions include “¡Viva México!,” and 
“Tattoos: Religion, Reality,” to name a few.  

There’s more to the banjo than meets the eye; discover 
the history of America’s instrument at the American 
Banjo Museum. In addition to guided tours through 
the museum’s permanent and special exhibits, groups can 
enhance their visit with a live performance and a meal. 

The Oklahoma City Museum of Art’s collection 
features North American, European and Asian art — as 
well as a permanent collection that boasts one of the world’s 
largest public collections of Dale Chihuly glass. Coming 
to the museum June 26 through Oct. 17, the “PAINTERS 
OF POMPEII: Roman Frescoes from the National 
Archaeological Museum, Naples” will feature over 80 
artifacts and artworks.

explore
The state of Oklahoma 

features over 400 miles of 
historic Route 66, and Oklahoma 
City’s stretch of the route is 
home to a number of notable 
landmarks. See a live event at 
historic Tower Theatre or get 
a bite to eat at POPS — Route 
66’s newest landmark featuring 
a gift shop, café, shake shop and 
convenience store.

114 May 2021

Oklahoma City’s abundance of “must-see” areas and attractions will elevate 
your next group tour and provide unique experiences for all.

THE MODERN FRONTIER
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Oklahoma City’s abundance of “must-see” areas and attractions will elevate 
your next group tour and provide unique experiences for all.

THE MODERN FRONTIER
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Day trips are like snacks: They tide you over ‘til the next vacation! These delicious options are just a few hours from 
Oklahoma City. Foodies on board? Pawhuska’s Pioneer Woman Mercantile hits the spot! After shopping, treat your chops 

to a tasty meal. We won’t beat around the bush: plant enthusiasts will love Tulsa Botanic Garden’s floral terraces and 
lotus pool. If your crew is fonder of fauna, snap an “Elephie Selfie” at Hugo’s Endangered Ark Foundation. Or spy on 

majestic bison at Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge near Lawton — from a safe distance!

Hungry for more? Browse dozens of day-trip ideas 
and itineraries at TravelOK.com/Group.

 Marvel at the splendor of the Rockies 
with a guided educational and pictur-
esque tour from Majestic Mountains 
Scenic Rides — a tour company based in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. 

“We take tourists and other groups 
from Fort Collins into the mountains west 
of town to see the beautiful scenery so 
close to the city,” said Yorke Fearon, owner 
of Majestic Mountains Scenic Rides. 
“Along the way of each tour, the guide or 
driver tells the history of the trailblazers 
and pioneers that settled the mountain 
areas and paved the way for the building 
of the mountain communities.” 

Offering both half-day and full-day 
tours, Majestic Mountains’ shuttle service 
allows groups of any age or ability to en-
joy northern Colorado scenery and learn 
about the region’s past. 

The Cache la Poudre Tour follows 
the same route settlers took to get up the 
Cache la Poudre Canyon. 

“The full-day [Cache la Poudre] tour 
also includes Walden, Gould and State 
Forest State Park,” Fearon said. “The full-
day tour also spends some time looking 
for moose in some of their habitats.” 

Groups will enjoy a bit of shopping with 
the Estes Park Tour — with the option of 
being dropped off at the town of Estes Park 
to explore. If wanting to see more scenery, 
groups can choose to stay on the shuttle bus 
to continue the adventure. 

“The Stanley Hotel is one of our main 
stops,” Fearon said. “We also stop at Lily 

Lake for some beautiful lake views.”
Catch a glimpse of wildlife while on 

tour; elk, bighorn sheep, moose, wild 
turkeys and deer are among a few of the an-
imals groups might just spot while on tour. 

“Every once and awhile we catch a 
glimpse of a red or silver fox,” Fearon said. 

Majestic Mountains’ shuttles have a 
seating capacity of 14 guests at a time. 
Fearon will also create special tours to fit 

any groups’ desire. 
“We do Fall Color Tours that explore 

the beauty of that changing aspens,” 
Fearon said. “During the summer, we can 
go to almost any place in Colorado that 
people want to see.” n

Majestic Mountains Scenic Rides
970-829-9549
majesticmountainsscenicrides.com

Venture through the northern Colorado Rockies

PHOTOS: YORKE FEARON

west



Day trips are like snacks: They tide you over ‘til the next vacation! These delicious options are just a few hours from 
Oklahoma City. Foodies on board? Pawhuska’s Pioneer Woman Mercantile hits the spot! After shopping, treat your chops 

to a tasty meal. We won’t beat around the bush: plant enthusiasts will love Tulsa Botanic Garden’s floral terraces and 
lotus pool. If your crew is fonder of fauna, snap an “Elephie Selfie” at Hugo’s Endangered Ark Foundation. Or spy on 

majestic bison at Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge near Lawton — from a safe distance!

Hungry for more? Browse dozens of day-trip ideas 
and itineraries at TravelOK.com/Group.
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Alden B. Dow Home and Studio ............... 120 

abdow.org

Amish Country of Northern Indiana - 

 Elkhart County CVB .............................. Insert 

amishcountrytours.org

Andrew Jackson Foundation

 Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage .................... 67 

thehermitage.com

Baton Rouge Area CVB 

 (Visit Baton Rouge) .....................................65 

visitbatonrouge.com

Bellingrath Gardens & Home .......................61 

bellingrath.org

Belmont County Tourism Council ............... 29 

visitbelmontcounty.com

Best Western Greenfield Inn ....................... 37 

bestwestern.com/greenfieldinn

Capital City/Lake Murray Country ............ 69 

LakeMurrayCountry.com

Carbon County Visitors Council ............... 103 

wyomingcarboncounty.com

Clermont County CVB .................................25 

visitclermontohio.com

Cody/Yellowstone 

 (Park County Travel Council) ....................101 

CodyYellowstone.org

Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel.......... 109 

cdacasino.com

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation ............. 79 

ColonialWilliamsburg.com

Columbia Gorge Interpretive 

 Center Museum .......................................... 111 

columbiagorge.org

Decatur-Morgan County CVB ......................61 

decaturcvb.org

Dutchess Tourism, Inc. .................................45 

dutchesstourism.com

Eagan CVB ..................................................... 41 

eaganmn.com

Edison & Ford Winter Estates .....................61 

edisonfordwinterestates.org

Experience Columbus .................................. 26 

experiencecolumbus.com

Fairfield Conference & Visitors Bureau 

 (Visit Fairfield) ............................................... 3 

fairfield4fun.com

Franklin Park Conservatory ........................ 27 

fpconservatory.org

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

 & Sculpture Park ......................................... 37 

meijergardens.org

Giant Crab Seafood Restaurant ..................71 

giantcrab.com

Gillette CVB/Campbell County CVB ........ 104 

visitgillettewright.com

Glen Rose CVB ............................................. 111 

glenrosetexas.org/visit

Grand Hotel ..................................................35 

grandhotel.com

Hackley & Hume Historic Site / 

 Lakeshore Museum Center ........................ 41 

lakeshoremuseum.org/project/hackley-hume

Hagley Museum & Library ........................... 47 

hagley.org

Harrison County CVB ................................... 31 

thisisindiana.org

Jamestown - Yorktown Foundation ........... 82 

historyisfun.org

Kenosha Area CVB ....................................... 37 

visitkenosha.com

Lake George Area in NY’s Adirondacks 

 (Warren County Department 

  of Tourism) .................................................. 47 

visitlakegeorge.com

Lehman’s ........................................................ 29 

lehmans.com

Louisville Slugger Museum...........................61 

SluggerMuseum.com

Mall of America .............................................. 2 

mallofamerica.com

Massanutten Resort .....................................89 

massresort.com

Meet Minneapolis, 

 Convention & Visitors Association ........... 41 

minneapolis.org

Miami County VCB ....................................... 29 

Homegrowngreat.com

Milwaukee Art Museum ............................... 37 

mam.org
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Museum of the American Revolution .........53 

amrevmuseum.org

Myrtle Beach Area CVB ................................71 

VisitMyrtleBeach.com

National Constitution Center .....................55 

constitutioncenter.org

National Museum of Wildlife Art ............. 104 

wildlifeart.org

National Veterans Memorial 

 and Museum................................................. 27 

nationalvmm.org

Nocona COC and Visitor Center .............. 109 

nocona.org

Northern Neck Tourism Commission ......... 78 

northernneck.org

Ocean City CVB ............................................49 

ococean.com

Oklahoma City CVB ....................................115 

visitokc.com

Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation 

 Department ................................................. 117 

travelok.com

Prestonsburg CVB ........................................ 67 

PrestonsburgKY.org

Rivers of Steel 

 National Heritage Area .............................. 51 

riversofsteel.com

Royal Gorge Bridge & Park ........................ 111 

royalgorgebridge.com

Sandusky County CVB .................................25 

sanduskycounty.org

Savannah Riverboat Co. .............................. 70 

savannahriverboat.com

Sevierville CVB .............................................65 

visitsevierville.com

Shaw Festival Theatre .................................55 

shawfest.com

So IN Tourism 

 (Clark-Floyd Counties CTB)........................ 31 

gosoin.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort ................... 39 

soaringeaglecasino.com

Staunton CVB ............................................... 87 

stauntonva.org

Suffolk Division of Tourism ......................... 81 

VisitSuffolkVa.com

Sweetwater Travel & Tourism ................... 104 

tourwyoming.com

Tamarack ........................................................71 

tamarackwv.com

The National Museum of the 

 United States Army .................................... 97 

armyhistory.org

The Original Benjamin’s 

 Calabash Seafood ........................................71 

originalbenjamins.com

Thunder Bay Resort & Elk Touring .............35 

thunderbayresort.com

Tuscarawas County CVB.............................. 29 

traveltusc.com

USS Alabama Battleship 

 Memorial Park ..............................................61 

ussalabama.com

Virginia Beach CVB ...................................... 77 

visitvirginiabeach.com

Visit Cheyenne ............................................101 

cheyenne.org

Visit Loudoun ................................................95 

visitloudoun.org

Visit Macon CVB ........................................... 63 

maconga.org

Visit Montgomery - MD ...............................46 

visitmontgomery.com

Visit Sacramento ........................................ 109 

VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

Visit Springfield ............................................ 41 

VisitSpringfieldIllinois.com

Visit Tyler ..................................................... 111 

visittyler.com

Wayne County CVB ...................................... 29 

wccvb.com

Wytheville CVB ..............................................91 

VisitWytheville.com

Ye Olde Mill/Velvet Ice Cream.................... 27 

velveticecream.com






