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Reflections
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As a new parent, I’ve done a lot of reflecting over the past 18 months.
I often think back on my child-free existence and how wildly different my
day-to-day routine was and how much fuller my life is now. I reflect on my
daughter’s early days and how impossible it seems that I’m now having conversations with a chatty toddler who used to just “coo” in my arms. But the
reflections don’t stop there.
There’s no doubt the coronavirus pandemic changed our lives and the
travel industry in many ways. Now that we’ve reached some pre-pandemic
normalcy, the world is reflecting on and analyzing this period in our history.
This shared experience we all went through together has created unlikely
connections — one such example you can read about in our OnTrend feature
on page 8. There, you’ll meet a group of travel industry colleagues who have
weathered the pandemic together with daily Zoom calls, creating friendships
that may not have been formed otherwise.
Next month, the nation will reflect on another time in our history that
brought people together amid tragedy. September 11, 2021, marks 20 years
since the horrific terrorist attacks. Our cover story (page 28) highlights
memorials that tell the story of the day that altered the course of American
history and honor the lives lost.
In this issue, you’ll also find a special section, Group Tour Food & Drink,
that shares group-friendly destinations and their best culinary offerings.
Other features include maritime experiences in the Northeast; Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin; Louisville, Kentucky; and Western railroads. In Spotlight, we talk
with Lori Spoelstra, owner of Adventures by Lori, a leisure travel company
that inspires families to break from their busy routines to travel.
As always, we appreciate your readership and support of Group Tour
magazine.
					Until next time,
				

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com

Editor’s Note:
During this period of social
distancing, Group Tour magazine
will continue to provide group
travel inspiration. Please contact
destinations and attractions
directly for updated reopening
and safety information.
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on trend

Tourism

Lunch
Bunch

With the help of Zoom, industry professionals
create lasting friendships, connections during uncertain times
By Courtney Birchmeier
On a Thursday in May, I logged
into my Zoom account for the umpteenth time that week. This time
though, was different. I was joining a
group of industry professionals, the
“Tourism Lunch Bunch” as they call
themselves, to witness for myself the
power of virtual connections.
The group, I learned, has met every
single workday during the pandemic,
beginning last March and continuing
to this day. For nearly a year and a half,
the same group of people, give or take,
located across the country and sometimes the world, have logged in to chat,
commiserate and celebrate. They learned
about each other’s lives, both personally
and professionally. They talked about the
pandemic, how long it might last and
how it had affected their organizations.
They mocked each other’s pandemic
hairstyles. They discussed Tiger King and
Dancing with the Stars. Some logged in
while on the road, giving each other a
glimpse of what their destination has to
offer. A few even virtually tagged along
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while another got COVID tested. They
kept each other up to date on their vaccination progress and even helped each
other locate vaccination centers. During
the holidays, they celebrated Christmas
together with a virtual party and Secret
Santa gift exchange. When travel started
to open up again, they celebrated each
other’s wins like they were their own.
Frances Manzitto, director of tourism
& sales at Visit Clarksville Tennessee,
started the Zoom calls in March 2020.
“Those of us who are in tourism sales
and the group market, we are a friendly,
outgoing bunch of people and knowing
that, with our personalities and being
stuck home, many of our travel partners
live by themselves with nobody to talk
to,” Manzitto explained. “My thought
was, we need this to be able to not go
crazy. We need that interaction.”
A true tourism family
The Zoom calls started out with
Manzitto and a couple of her close
industry friends and grew from there.

A core group of individuals have been
part of the Tourism Lunch Bunch since
its early days and refer to themselves as
the Dynamic Destinations Group, but
others have joined in, too, including
tour operators.
“Most of the core group has been
there most of the time,” Manzitto said.
“Some days it might be two people,
some days it might be 12 people. It’s
whoever shows up.”
The core group is made up of Manzitto; Heather Egan, director of leisure
and international sales at Grapevine
Convention & Visitors Bureau; Rich
Gilbert, travel trade sales manager at
Maryland Office of Tourism; Linda
Jeffries, director of sales at Greater Beaufort - Port Royal Convention and Visitors Bureau; Todd Stallbaumer, travel
development manager at the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Department;
and Wendy Dobrzynski, executive director at Circle Wisconsin.
“It’s not a one-person success,” Manzitto said. “We’ve used the term ‘tourism

family’ for years and years, but this little
group has become family.”
Before joining the Tourism Lunch
Bunch, many of the attendees admitted they didn’t know much about their
industry colleagues.
“The six of us have seen each other at
all the shows and we’ve waved or maybe
had a beer or two with one of them, but
we never as a group really knew each
other, but we knew of each other and
respected one another,” Dobrzynski said.
“This past year, we sat in our homes and
commiserated and celebrated things, and
I came away with a whole new group of
friends. When I get to go to the shows
again, I get extra hugs from these people
as well, so I value that on top of all the
business relationships we’ve built here.”
“When you see these people for an
hour or more every day, in the midst of
a pandemic, you become friends, even
if it’s just through a computer screen,”
Manzitto added.
Jay Smith, president of Sports Travel
and Tours, a packaged sports travel
company based in Hatfield, Massachusetts, is one of the operators who has
frequented the Tourism Lunch Bunch.
“There were certain days when you
were late or you had something else to

do and it was like oh my god, I just want
to go in for five minutes, just to say hi
because I missed everybody,” Smith said.
Unexpected business opportunities
Toward the end of 2020, Manzitto
had another idea — partnering with her
new friends to do virtual sales calls.
“I reached out to the partners in the
Lunch Bunch and I said, ‘you know
what, we have something really unique
here,’” Manzitto said. “We decided that
we’d start doing a virtual sales call, one
a month, where we’d send lunch to the
tour operator, and each of us would
invite an operator that we work with,
and the thought process behind that is,
since we’re all from different parts of the
country, we have different relationships.”
One such contact was Rhonda
Bilbrey, president of Bilbrey Tours in
Abilene, Texas.
“I didn’t really know her at all before
this, and she was just in Clarksville last
week with 66 people,” Manzitto said.
“There’s business happening because of
this group.”
“Frances just knocked it out of
the park,” Bilbrey said. “We just did a
mystery tour to her area with two motorcoaches and then in about 2.5 weeks,

we’re about to hit Wendy in Wisconsin
and Todd is always a great resource
for us in Oklahoma. Heather and I
have a long-standing relationship, and
now we’re hitting South Carolina and
Maryland and other places, too. I think
this group is seeing the fruits of its labor
because we’re going and we’re putting
product out there.”
The Dynamic Destinations Group
also partnered together to share a booth
at United Motorcoach Association
EXPO 2021, and a week later, a few partnered on a sponsorship at NTA Contact.
“UMA was the first in-person show
many of us had been to since the pandemic,” Manzitto said. “We exhibited at
the show and before it started, we did
sales calls together. For me, it was great
because I made new contacts. None of
us are first-tier destinations. We all have
a big guy next to us that gets all the attention, and we share the same outlook.
It just seems to be working.”
Because those in the Dynamic Destinations Group don’t see each other as
competitors, the sales missions they’ve
done together have been unlike those
they’ve done in the past.
“We had the camaraderie, but we
didn’t have the competition,” Jeffries
said. “Our business partnerships made
it economical for us to jump-start our
budget and get back out there, see and
be seen and that’s what we need to do.
We’re a people industry, we gotta get
back out there and see the people.”
“We don’t see each other as competitors, so it’s nice to have other colleagues
and other people to bounce ideas off of,”
Egan said. “In this industry, it’s always
great to cross state borders, because we
know the motorcoaches are.” n
The Tourism Lunch Bunch hopes to
continue their Zoom calls even after the
world is back to normal. The calls might
not be as frequent as in the past, but it
was clear to me that this group of tourism
professionals have created a lifelong bond.

PHOTOS: FRANCES MANZITTO
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PREPARING FOR KAYAK TRIP IN FRANCE

ADVENTURES
BY LORI
Leisure travel company inspires busy families
to break from routines
By Cindy Fish

LORI SPOELSTRA SWIMMING
OFF GRAND CAYMAN ISLAND
IN THE CARIBBEAN
PHOTOS: COURTESY LORI SPOELSTRA
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Memories of family vacations are some of fondest recollections for
Lori Spoelstra, owner of Adventures by Lori. It was actually a bad travel agent
experience, however, that inspired her to start her career in travel planning.
“I thought, I can do this much better, so I began my journey in 2005 with
one goal in mind — be the best!” said Spoelstra, who founded the company
based in Lowell, Michigan. “Our main accounts are leisure travel; vacation
planning is our wheelhouse. We love helping people take time away from the
routine of life and travel together in adventures ranging from all-inclusive
resorts to group cruises or theme park vacations. We have friends and tour
operators all over the world who offer assistance in destinations that we are
less familiar with.”

Q. What do you see as an opportunity
that will come out of the crisis?
A. Although the travel industry is still suffering, we are resilient.

Those that can make it through this crisis will be the best of the
best. As for opportunities, I think that travelers who previously
booked through a dotcom will be seeking out a true travel professional for their next vacation investments. Travelers now know the
value a travel professional brings to each individual booking and
the service that we provide.

PAUL AND LORI SPOELSTRA,
KINDERDIJK, THE NETHERLANDS

Q. What sets Adventures by Lori apart 		
from other tour planners?
A. We have been in business for over 15 years, and I think the
thing that sets us apart is our attentiveness to detail as well as our
relationships with our clients. We like to turn friends into clients,
and clients into friends — and I think we have done a very good
job of that over the years. The best part of my job is when people
come back and tell me, “This was the best vacation of our lives!”

Q. What advice would you give someone
who wants to begin a career as a
travel advisor?
A. I think we are at the cusp of a travel boom, and those trained

and ready will benefit. Research and find a good host agency that
has good training and TRAVEL! Clients come to you for travel
advice. If you have not traveled, you should not be giving advice.

Q. The COVID-19 crisis had a lasting
impact on travel. How have client
requests changed since before the
pandemic?
A. Requests have changed as destinations are opening up more

Q. Tell me about a favorite tour you
have planned or gone on and what
made it special?
A. I think one of my favorite trips that we put together was for a

church group to Israel and Jordan. We explored all around Israel
from Masada and the Sea of Galilee, into Jerusalem and then
crossed the Jordan River into Jordan, down to Petra and Wadi
Rum. That was super fun to plan, and we got to go along with
them as well. Not only was the destination amazing, but the group
we went with was such a fun group — lots of laughs and memories
were made!

Q. Tell me three words that describe
why we should travel.
A. Memories, Rejuvenate, Discover. n
Adventures by Lori
616-648-6488
lori@adventuresbylori.com
adventuresbylori.com

LORI SPOELSTRA HORSEBACK RIDING
TO LAFORTUNA WATERFALL IN
COSTA RICA

and more. Initially clients were planning driving vacations and requested hotels along the way. We have never done so many home
rentals in Florida or tours to the national parks as we have done
this past year. Domestic U.S. travel was never a big seller for us, but
it is now! Mexico and Caribbean all-inclusive vacations returned
and now, Africa, Costa Rica and Belize are open, and clients have
more destination options.
grouptourmagazine.com
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Resorts World Las Vegas
debuts on Las Vegas Strip

PHOTO: DOLLYWOOD

Dollywood announces new resort property,
half-billion-dollar investment
The Dollywood Company is embarking on an ambitious investment strategy that
will see the Smoky Mountain vacation destination invest more than half a million
dollars over the next 10 years across its properties. The company recently announced
one of the first projects in the campaign — Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & Resort, a
302-room property currently under construction. The New HeartSong Lodge, being
built adjacent to Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and Spa in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee,
is set to open in 2023. 800-365-5996, dollywood.com

Destination Madison debuts new digital visitor guide
Destination
Madison, the
official destination
marketing organization for Madison,
Wisconsin, unveiled a redesigned
digital visitor guide.
The interactive
guide offers tips on
lake lounging, patio
dining, farmers’
market finds and
PHOTO: OVJ PHOTOGRAPHY
bike paths. Users
will also find educational information on indigenous people heritage, world-class arts and music, sports,
iconic local foods and so much more. Destination Madison’s digital visitor guide
provides timely and convenient travel resources right at users’ fingertips; links on the
guide direct users to more content on Destination Madison’s website.
608-255-2537, visitmadison.com
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Resorts World Last Vegas, the first
ground-up resort development on the
Las Vegas Strip in more than a decade,
provides an unrivaled gaming experience
with the most innovative technology in
the industry. Opened in June, the 88acre complex features 3,500 guestrooms
and suites spread across three Hilton
brands, 40 food and beverage options, a
117,000-square-foot casino, a quarter-million square feet of meetings and banquet
space, a 27,000-square-foot spa and the
5,000-seat RW Theatre. Resort technology
includes digital logins and cashless wagering, app check-in and keyless entry, as well
as food and drink delivery from on-site
restaurants using Grubhub technology.
rwlasvegas.com

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TRAVMEDIA USA

New Como Park Zoo
exhibit features three
different seal species
In June, Como Park Zoo & Conservatory in St. Paul, Minnesota, opened its
newest exhibit — Como Harbor, a seal
and sea lion habitat. Three different seal
species now call this exhibit home — two
gray seals, two harbor seals and four sea
lions, including Como’s treasured Sparky
the Sea Lion. The $21 million renovation
will additionally reflect the Pacific coast
with a naturalistic and immersive design.
Visitors will find two saltwater pools with
above- and below-water viewing and an
improved amphitheater experience.
651-487-8200,
comozooconservatory.org

New tour comes to
Na ‘Āina Kai
Botanical Gardens

Boston Ballet announces
2021–22 season
Boston Ballet recently announced
the return to live, in-person performances for the 2021–22 season,
beginning in November with The
Nutcracker. Building off the success
of Boston Ballet’s first-ever virtual
season, BB Virtual programming
will continue this season. Featuring
carefully curated works, the 2021–22
virtual subscription will also stream
full-length, season-favorite programs
filmed at the Citizens Bank Opera
House. Subscriptions are currently
available and single tickets go on
sale Sept. 8, 2021. 617-695-6955,
bostonballet.org

Located on Kaua’i’s North Shore
in Hawaii, Na ‘Āina Kai Botanical
Gardens has welcomed a new addition to its many tour selections — a
self-guided walking tour taking visitors through the Formal Gardens featuring a 12-acre tropical wonderland,
including the plunging waterfalls of
Kaula Lagoon. Visitors will receive a
pamphlet containing a brief history
of the garden, descriptions of unique
areas of interest and a map highlighting nearly 50 bronze sculptures. The
tour is offered every Wednesday and
must be booked in advance.
808-828-0525, naainakai.org
PHOTO: COURTESY OF BOSTON BALLET/LIZA VOLL PHOTOGRAPHY

read exclusive group
tourism news 24/7!
Visit us online for exclusive travel planning tips and tools, expert advice
and bonus itinerary builders not found in our print or digital editions.

grouptourmagazine.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Walt Disney Archives
to hold major six-month
exhibition at Graceland
Exhibition Center
On July 23, Graceland exhibition
Center in Memphis opened “Inside
the Disney Archives,” an exhibit
with behind-the-scenes access never before granted to the public. The
10,000-square-foot traveling exhibit
will be on view for six months and will
display more than 450 objects, including original artwork, costumes and
props, such as Mary Poppins’ original
carpet bag, Jack Sparrow’s compass,
and Tombstones and Hitchhiking
Ghosts from the Haunted Mansion
attraction — to name a few. The exhibit
runs through Jan. 2, 2022.
901-332-3322, graceland.com

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TRAVMEDIA USA

World Expeditions launches new North American adventures
The adventure travel company World Expeditions recently expanded its range of guided
and self-guided cycling and hiking trips in the U.S. and Canada. The new brand, entitled
North America Active, features more flexible and affordable pricing with excursions ranging
from California’s parks to the forests and coastal trails of Canada. Different adventures
include but are not limited to the Hamptons, Santa Barbara, Texas Hill Country and glacier
trekking in Alaska. Customized tours and private group options are available.
866-305-2257, northamericaactive.com

LEARNING INSPIRED THROUGH TRAVEL!

scan to subscribe

Youth Travel Planner is your resource for secondary
education-friendly itineraries and destinations. Plan
better trips with insight into the latest educational
trends, group-friendly restaurants and lodging.
Subscribe for free today.
Don’t miss the 2021 edition of Youth Travel Planner.
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Savor these delicious destinations:
Modesto, California / Tuscarawas County, Ohio
Quincy, Illinois / Miami County, Ohio / Saint Charles, Missouri
Red Wing, Minnesota / Sacramento, California
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Discover Modesto’s
wine and food scene
Patrick Dodd,
wine expert and
‘edutainer,’ shares
Central Valley
culinary culture
with groups
By Courtney Birchmeier

As one of the richest and most
diverse agricultural areas in the world,
California’s Central Valley produces
food and wine that graces nearly every
American table. It’s a region that can
often be overlooked when it comes to
wine and culinary tourism as compared to California’s North and Central
Coast regions.
“We’ve always been that place ‘on
your way to’ those other places, and to
Lake Tahoe, Yosemite National Park,
the Emigrant Wilderness, etc.,” said
Patrick Dodd, proprietor of The Wine
Dodd, a wine/spirits industry consulting company based in Modesto.
Dodd has partnered with Visit
Modesto to help spread the word about
the region’s wine and culinary offerings through a program called Get Mo
Wine. Tour groups can also hire Dodd
for special presentations, and wine
education or tasting programs.
We spoke with Dodd to learn more
about his experience in the wine industry, Modesto’s culinary scene and Get
Mo Wine.
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PATRICK DODD, THE WINE DODD
PHOTO: DIEGO GARCIA

Q. What inspired your interest in
wine? Tell us about your
career in the wine industry.
A. I grew up in northern Illinois and
went to college in northern Indiana.
That means I had 22 years of bitterly
cold winters and hot, humid summers,
so when I got the job offer to move to
Southern California and sell wine on the
beach — I took it!
I didn’t really fall in love with wine
until two years later when my wife and
I moved to Modesto as newlyweds and
started going to Napa and Sonoma coun-

ties for wine tasting on weekends. I also
joined a group of co-workers who wanted to make home wine ourselves, and we
formed the “Woof Woof Winery” club,
which is still going strong today. All of a
sudden, I was passionate about wanting
to learn everything I could about how
wine is made in both the vineyard and
the winery, so I began taking weekend
courses at UC Davis.
My employer at the time, the Gallo
Family Winery, was also beginning to
move into the premium wine market,
so I had a chance to be in at the ground

level on marketing, selling and educating others about those wines. That led
to memberships in the Society of Wine
Educators and Court of Master Sommeliers, studying for and passing their
certification exams, and then traveling
the world to prepare for the Masters of
Wine exam.
Q. What makes Modesto stand
out in terms of wine and
culinary tourism?
A. Modesto is more than just a stop on
the way to somewhere else. Have you
looked at the cost of a hotel room in
the Napa Valley today, or tried to find a
winery tasting room or nice restaurant
you could go to for less than $50–$100
per person? Completely unaffordable for
anyone looking for a value in their food,
wine and accommodation experience!
That’s why Modesto truly shines! Yes,
we are still centrally located to Yosemite
and Lake Tahoe, but we are also less
than an hour’s drive from world-class
winegrowing areas as diverse as the Sierra Nevada Foothills, Livermore Valley
and the Lodi Wine Region. Even better,
most wineries around us still offer free
or nominally priced wine tastings, and
the variety of wine styles made — white,
red, rosé, sweet, dry, sparkling — is unmatched anywhere in California!
After a day of wine tasting, you can
come back to a comfortable, affordable
hotel room, enjoy top international
talent in a live concert at the world-class
Gallo Center for the Arts, and check out
the local culinary scene at one of our exceptional restaurants featuring both local
and international wines and cuisines.
Q. Can you describe Modesto’s
culinary offerings?
A. With most of the area’s restaurants
operated by locals, the passion for farm
-fresh ingredients is paramount, and our
farming community produces well over
100 different fruits, vegetables and herbs
year-round. Add to that the cultural diversity of the region and chances are you
will find exactly the cuisine that fits your
group’s appetite and budget.

And don’t forget the olive oils and
cheeses. With olive groves and dairy
farms abundant in the area, locally
produced cheeses and olive oils of many
different styles are an obvious necessity,
and many producers offer tours of their
operations as well.
But what about the wines (and cocktails?!) in Modesto? Well, don’t forget
that the world’s largest family-owned
wine and spirit company, E&J Gallo, is
headquartered here so you know that
our locals demand wine lists with a wide
variety of items by the taste, glass, or
bottle, and wine flight and food pairing
options.
We also have a number of micro-breweries and brew pubs, most with
food and live entertainment. And, finally,
Modesto has incredible cocktail lounges
where you can get craft cocktails and
wonderful whisky selections.
Q. What is The Wine Dodd?
A. One of my favorite quotes of all
time is from Marshall McLuhan, who
once said, “Anyone who tries to make a
distinction between education and entertainment doesn’t know the first thing
about either.” That’s why I’ve always tried
to be an “edutainer” in the work that I
do, and people really respond! I have
been involved in wine and spirits education since the early 1990s, when I had
the opportunity to assist in creating and
delivering the first-ever fine wine education program — and later the hospitality
and education department at the Gallo
Winery. The part of the work that has
always brought me the most joy is taking
groups of people directly into vineyards,
agave fields, wineries, barrel cellars,
distilleries, etc., so that they can see and
more deeply understand firsthand how
wines and spirits are crafted.
As my retirement from Gallo neared,
I began envisioning what my next
step would be, and The Wine Dodd (a
tongue-and-cheek play on my name and
“the wine god”) was born. Unfortunately,
the COVID-19 pandemic postponed my
ability to create and host live, face-toface group activities, so I’ve instead been

spending my time doing a number of
virtual events and spending a great deal
of time assisting Modesto-area groups —
like Visit Modesto.
Soon I hope to be back creating
customized “hands on/palettes on” wine,
spirits and culinary edutainment activities for small, medium and large groups
around California and the world!
Q. Can you explain your
involvement in Get Mo Wine?
A. Get Mo Wine (visitmodesto.com/
mowine) is the brainchild of our exceptional Visit Modesto team, and I have the
wonderful opportunity to not only help
drive its creative vision, but also be the
author and front man for our numerous
promotions and edutainment sessions!
Believe me, our pre-pandemic Get
Mo Wine plans looked significantly
different than what post-pandemic Get
Mo Wine has turned into!
Our bimonthly, web-based wine
and food pairing series has allowed us
to offer seasonally relevant suggestions
(Wines for Thanksgiving; Winter Comfort Foods; Chocolate, Cheese Pairings;
Summer BBQ) in ways that we hope are
both educational and entertaining, so
that viewers can take the information we
share and apply it to their own dinners,
date nights and parties.
As group travel resumes later this
summer, I hope to have the opportunity
to finally launch some of the vino/gastro-tourism program ideas that we had
originally planned for Get Mo Wine,
including a program that allows participants to more deeply explore our local
cheese, olive oil, artisan-butchery and
fruit and vegetable cultures — and then
fuse them all together into a fantastic
seasonal meal that they help to create! n
Visit Modesto
209-526-5588
visitmodesto.com
The Wine Dodd
pat@thewinedodd.com
thewinedodd.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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From wine classics to Amish culinary favorites,
Tuscarawas County will impress any group
Sip and savor your way through the
countryside. Nestled among the rolling
hills along I-77 between Amish country
and Appalachia, you will find Tuscarawas
County, Ohio. A mere 90 minutes from
three major cities (Cleveland, Pittsburgh
and Columbus), groups will love the
variety of culinary delights and spirited
wineries and breweries.
Groups seeking adventure will enjoy
the Follow Your Food Agritour. Begin
your day in the fields on the farm as
workers harvest and sort fresh produce
before it hits the market. Explore a working produce farm and learn the techniques involved to cultivate and extend
the growing season as well as the science
behind planting these large crops. Next,
follow your food to the local Tuscarawas
Valley Farmers Market. Travelers can
purchase locally grown fruits and vegetables as well as delicious baked goods.
Following a stop at the market, finish
your journey at a local winery where an
executive chef will prepare a gourmet
meal with food sourced from the same
farm where your journey began. Offering
wine pairings and cooking techniques to
complete your farm-to-fork agritour will
be a memorable and tasty experience.
Additionally, stops at celebrated Tuscar-

SCHOOL HOUSE WINERY

PHOTO: TUSCARAWAS COUNTY
CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU
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awas County favorites such as Boltz Family
Farms, Fresh the Market and Sweetwater
Farms provide the stop-and-shop encounter with locally owned markets.
Perhaps a brewery tour is on your
group’s must-do list? Brew masters will
delight in the flavorful offerings available
at Tuscarawas County’s own Lockport
Brewery, Hoodletown Brewing Co. or 5
Barrel Bullet Brewing. Locally inspired
names and creative blends will have
guests ready for a tasting. Choose your
favorite flavor and pair it with a variety
of kitchen offerings. Rich and smooth
ale samplings are the perfect way to relax
with your traveling companions.
How about a delectable glass of vino?
Fall in love with the regional selection of
wines at one of the nine wineries available for groups in the Tuscarawas Valley.
Generational vineyards create the perfect
scenery for your group’s stop at Breitenbach Wine Cellars and Hans Place.
Located in the heart of Amish Country,
these neighboring stops are a fan favorite.
Scenic views, live entertainment and flavorful meal options are the reason people
keep coming back for more. Schedule a
tour and hear the family history of winemaking for each of these great wineries.
Next, be sure to stop and see the

alpacas in the fields at the Yellow Butterfly
Winery. Located among the rolling hills of
southern Tuscarawas County, travelers are
drawn to the bright yellow barn, flavorful
wine and stunning views from the deck as
a herd of alpacas roam in the pasture.
YELLOW BUTTERFLY WINERY
PHOTO: TUSCARAWAS COUNTY
CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

Looking for a uniquely themed winery
for your next group event? Schedule a
stop at the School House Winery. Named
Ohio’s Most Unique Winery, this former one-room school was built in 1886.
Friends gather to try a variety of wines
aptly named Teacher’s Ade, Book Worm
and Prom Night. Seating is available in the
schoolhouse or outside by the pond.
Offering an array of dry, sweet and
semi-sweet wines, the vineyards in
Tuscarawas County offer something for
all visitors. Full and bold flavors capture
the spirit of the time-honored family
tradition.
End your day at one of the many
group-friendly restaurants. A hearty,
homestead buffet at the Dutch Valley
Restaurant waits for those seeking the
comforts of classic, Amish-style cooking. If fine dining is on the menu, enjoy
gourmet cuisine at The Venue or Craft
Bistro. Italian, seafood or steak selections
offer a variety of dining options. Culinary
favorites such as Lobster Shrimp Scampi
Linguini are sure to please.
With so many dining and drink
options available, your groups will love
to indulge in the culinary delights of
Tuscarawas County. n
Tuscarawas County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-527-3387
traveltusc.com
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TUSCARAWAS COUNTY, OHIO

BEAUTIFUL WINERIES, CRAFT BREWERIES, FRESH FROM
THE FARM MARKETS,
BUFFETS,
AND FINE
BEAUTIFUL
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CRAFT BREWERIES,
FRESH
FROM
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FOR FINE
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EXPERIENCES FOR EVERY
TASTEBUD IN TUSCARAWAS COUNTY.

Tgrouptour@traveltusc.com
USCARAWAS COUNTY, OHIO
800.527.3387
grouptour@traveltusc.com
TravelTusc.com
800.527.3387

TravelTusc.com

Dover | Dennison | New Philadelphia | Newcomerstown | Sugarcreek | Zoar
Dover | Dennison | New Philadelphia | Newcomerstown | Sugarcreek | Zoar

food+drink
SPONSORED CONTENT

Savor Quincy fare while
discovering history and art
Self-guided driving tours have taken
top billing this year among SeeQuincy’s
travel options. The tours offer distinct
and invigorating experiences for groups
to enjoy in Quincy, Illinois — with a
variety of genres represented. Ignite your
inner artist, designer, historian or chef.
Here are SeeQuincy’s top five driving
tour recommendations:
Gateway City Guide: Quincy’s
prominent role in history as a place of
refuge and a gateway city in its first three
decades is explored through 20 significant sites and compelling stories from
1835–1865, including Underground
Railroad stops.
Mid-Mod Quincy: A fabulous
exploration of 30 premier examples of
innovative 20th-century Mid-Modern
architecture with vintage shopping sug-

gestions along the way.
Mural Find + Dine: Art hits the wall
celebrating the artistic diversity of the
city. The tour features 24 murals ranging
from nostalgic ghost works to striking
new creations, matched with nearby
eateries and bars.
Off the Record: Bizarre, brow-raising,
astounding and amazing; 13 places associated with intriguing former area residents
are revealed in this mysterious tour.
Abundant Architecture: The city
with over 3,500 structures contributing to
the National Register of Historic Places
deserves a dedicated architectural guide.
Our signature driving tour explores 48
stops with an East End Walking Tour.
Ask about Private Home Tours to see the
interiors of these beauties.
For the curious foodie, Summer

PHOTO: QUINCY AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

Flavor Tours offer the perfect marriage of
food and history on a walking adventure
to five venues in Quincy’s historic downtown. Top-notch chefs and mixologists
create signature brunch/lunch menus
each Saturday, all summer long. The
tours are guided by entertaining food
ambassadors, infusing nuggets of Quincy’s colorful past. n

go rogue
Quincy Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
800-978-4748
seequincy.com

unleash your tastebuds

SUMMER FLAVOR TOURS
GUIDED WALKING TOURS FOR THE CURIOUS FOODIE
5 venues / 5 chefs
Historic Downtown Quincy IL
Saturdays through Sept 25

+

NEW Gateway
City Tour
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Miami County boasts locally-sourced products
for region’s dining scene
Locally sourced food holds importance in Miami County, Ohio. From casual to fine dining and artisan offerings,
Miami County establishments rely on
many locally sourced foods and ingredients that take their food to the next level
in taste and quality.
Haren’s Market in Troy sells many
of the items grown there, from meats to
vegetables and everything in between.
Bowman and Landes Turkey Farm raises
free-range gourmet turkeys that can be
purchased at the store and many groceries
and restaurants across the entire Midwest.
Fulton Farms in Troy remains one of
the largest farms in the Midwest and features many of its home-grown items such
as strawberries and sweet corn in the
Farm Market. Folks visit Fulton’s from far
and wide to shop for their favorite fruits
and vegetables.

with bulk herbs and spices, fresh ground
coffees, essential oils and accessories. The
Living Garden Tea Bar, located inside the
store, has specialty and seasonal drinks
for purchase. n

Miami County
Visitors & Convention Bureau
800-348-8993
homegrowngreat.com

TASTE THE FLAVORS OF

Miami County

PHOTO: MIAMI COUNTY VISITORS & CONVENTION BUREAU

Also located in Troy, The Olive Oasis
offers a wide variety of fresh and healthy
olive oils and balsamic vinegars. This family-owned business was founded on the
principle of providing the local community with the highest quality virgin olive oils
and balsamic vinegars in the world.
The focus of Rosebud’s Real Food in
Piqua is to help make mealtime easy and
amazingly delicious with its chemical-free,
non-GMO seasoning mixes and honey-sweetened fruit butters. It offers over
100 individual herbs and spices, crushed
grains and everyday kitchen staples.
At The Golden Leaf in Tipp City, a
wonderful blend of items from fine loose
and bagged teas can be found along

Bring your group to tour a few of our
specialty shops. Find ways to spice up
your cooking with these phenomenal,
high-quality seasonings, vinegars,
tea blends & more.

Plan your group tour at

homegrowngreat.com.
| 800-348-8993

grouptourmagazine.com
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Historic wine country shines in Saint Charles County
Located west of St. Louis, Saint
Charles, Missouri, is a river city with a
rich past — being the starting point for
Lewis and Clark’s great expedition.
With a slower pace than the big city,
it’s easy to escape the hustle and bustle
in Saint Charles County — especially
when in the county’s famed wine country,
distinguished as the home of the first
American Viticultural Area in the nation.
Dubbed Historic Missouri Wine
Country, the area boasts a blend of
history, nature, art and award-winning
wine throughout several quaint towns
including Augusta, Defiance, New Melle
and Femme Osage. No matter the group’s
desire, make sure to share a bottle of
wine (or two) while enjoying picturesque
Missouri views.
Overlooking the Missouri River
Valley, Augusta Winery’s award-winning
wines can be enjoyed with local cheeses and meats on the winery’s outdoor
terrace or Wine & Cheese Garden. A
gift shop as well as live entertainment
available April through October are other
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perks to this 1988 winery.
Chandler Hill Vineyards in Defiance
operates on the same property Joseph
Chandler — a freed slave — worked on
in the 1870s as a free man. A garden patio, 4,500-square-foot-deck, tasting room
and the Barrel Room provide several
options to enjoy a glass of pinot noir or
riesling on a historic location.
Other local wineries include Balducci
Vineyards, Defiance Ridge Vineyards,
Montelle Winery and Mount Pleasant
Estates.
But there’s more to Historic Missouri Wine Country than just the wine;
Explore art galleries and antique shops.
Find casual to fine-dining restaurants.
Make it a weekend stay at a nearby hotel
or family-owned bed and breakfast.
Discover local and national history at
Historic Daniel Boone Home at Lindenwood Park, featuring over a dozen 19thcentury structures.
Outdoor enthusiasts will appreciate
the many county parks like Klondike,
Broemmelsiek and Matson Hill. A por-

tion of Katy Trail State Park runs through
the region, too.
Saint Charles is also the perfect stop
for any sweet tooth, whether craving
decadent chocolates or a warm scone.
Family-owned and -operated, Crooked Tree Coffee House’s sticky cinnamon
rolls are a perfect treat to enjoy with a
specialty beverage. Located in a restored
historic home, SugarBot Sweet Shop is
one of the most unique spots in Saint
Charles — the structure painted turquoise and the front lawn adorned with
gnomes and flamingos. Enjoy classic
baked goods and treats with a twist at this
one-of-a-kind bakery.
From old-fashioned milkshakes and
macaroons to chardonnay and charcuterie, every tastebud will find something to savor in Saint Charles County. n
Greater Saint Charles CVB
800-366-2457
discoverstcharles.com
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Burgers abound in Red Wing, Minnesota
Make a trek to Red Wing, Minnesota,
for a burger experience worth writing
home about. With so many delicious
choices, you should make a weekend of it
to try more than one family-owned and
-operated restaurant.
They say the messier the burger the
better! But, before you try the traditional
all-beef patty, you may want to take a
walk on the wild side. The “Beast” burger
at Bayside Tap and Steakhouse offers
a wild game experience. This patty is a
blend of elk, wild bear, bison and wagyu
beef. Surprisingly, it tastes like a traditional burger with a bit of robust flavors.
Burgers and bowling always pair well
when searching for an evening out on the
town. The half-pound “Whimpy” burger
at the Bierstube Bowl & Grill is a far cry
from a small meal. Reserve a lane or two
to work off those ingested calories after
your delicious meal.
When you are looking above and beyond for something different, head over
to the Smokin’ Oak for the “State Fair”
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burger. A variety of sandwiches and plated items are available for a larger appetite
or if you choose to overindulge with a
burger, add another beef patty for $3.
The downtown district offers quaint
boutiques and various eats. Stroll the
streets to enjoy traditional hometown
hangouts, which include Liberty’s Restaurant, where one can treat the entire group
to a “Classic” burger or Friday night fishfry. Across the street, you will find Marie’s
Underground Grill & Taphouse. Marie’s
is known for its “Cowhand” burger — a
seared patty topped with barbecue sauce,
cheese, bacon and onion rings.
Located on Main Street in the heart
of downtown Red Wing, the historic St.
James Hotel majestically calls in visitors
to take a walk back in time. Just steps
behind the hotel lobby, the Scarlett Kitchen & Bar offers a view of the riverfront
along with a delicious “Nacho Lucy”
burger, a half-pound burger stuffed with
nacho cheese, pickled jalapeno, scallion
and pickled fresno. This upscale dining

opportunity presents eloquent service
and comfortable prices.
If your groups are looking for a smalltown diner, hurry in to Bev’s Café. The
“Three Pigs Burger” is a fan favorite that
combines sausage, ham and bacon atop a
half-pound burger.
Last, but not least, one can appreciate a mouthwatering burger at Kelly’s
Taphouse Bar and Grill. The “Jalapeno
Popper Dip” burger or “Ghost” burger
spark the senses, driving you to accompany your meal with a tasty beverage. This
local hot spot fulfills hunger pangs of all
ages. An array of tantalizing treats, lovely
views of the river and great hometown
service sets the scene for an experience
you could not have imagined. n
Red Wing
Visitors & Convention Bureau
651-385-5934
redwing.org

Uffda
that's
delicious

RED WING
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Savor Sacramento’s
fresh food scene
Sacramento is America’s Farm-toFork Capital, which means the food is
freshest here, and it’s the perfect spot to
dive into California’s legendary cuisine.
Surrounded by some of the most
fertile agricultural land anywhere in the
world, Sacramento takes full advantage,
and some must-stops on your itinerary
here include farmers markets, Michelin-recognized restaurants and local
cocktail bars.
Vineyards dot the landscape in and
around Sacramento, and local wineries
such as Bogle Vineyards consistently
grab national and international attention. Tasting rooms easily accommodate
groups, whether you’re looking for a
full-day wine tasting experience or just a
quick stop as part of a larger tour of the
region.

PHOTO: VISIT SACRAMENTO

Sacramentans love their coffee, and
local roasters are happy to accommodate
groups for cupping classes, receptions or
for a quick pick-me-up stop.
Food walking tours cover not just the
history of the city, but include multiple
stops for groups to sample bites and
drinks along the way.
When it comes to dining, California’s
laid-back attitude and creativity combine
to showcase some of the best food you’ll
ever eat without any pretense. Whether
it’s an artisan pizza at the bicycle-themed
OneSpeed Pizza, fresh handcrafted fare at
Selland’s or a private farm-to-fork dining
experience for your group at Mulvaney’s
Building & Loan, Sacramento delivers
delicious food for your group that uses

local ingredients in a welcoming setting.
Each September, Sacramento celebrates the farmers, chefs and others who
make the region’s food scene so vibrant
during the Farm-to-Fork Festival. The
Street Festival welcomes more than
150,000 for food tasting, live music and
fun, and the Legends of Wine event at the
Capitol draws 40 wineries from the region for one memorable night of tasting.
The events are capped off by the Tower
Bridge Dinner, which welcomes 800
diners to the city’s iconic bridge served by
some of the region’s best chefs. n
Visit Sacramento
916-808-7777
visitsacramento.com

TASTE. SEE. SAVOR.
AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL

visitsacramento.com
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Visit California’s agricultural heart: Modesto
The wonders of California for tour
groups is that you always have options of
things to do and places to stay. The beauty
of Modesto is that you get lodging options
and a long to-do list! Sure, Modesto is 90
miles from the entrance to Yosemite National Park. Sure, Modesto is literally in the
middle of routes heading north, south, east
and west in California. Sure, Modesto has
comfortable, safe and affordable lodging
options. But did you know Modesto has
lots of options to keep your tours busy?
Being at the Agricultural Heart of
California, Modesto is perfect for a
variety of experiences. There’s always
something different happening depending upon the season. In February/
March there’s the Almond Blossom
Cruise where visitors see white and pink
blossoms stretching from horizon to
horizon. They’ll be able to walk through
an orchard, tour farm stands and even

gar and even cooking tips.
All that food will have visitors ready
to take mural tours, visit the Great Valley
Museum and Planetarium, or cool off
inside at the region’s largest indoor mall
at Vintage Faire!
So, whether you’re moving up and
down or side to side be sure to book

a stop in California’s True Heart –
Modesto! n
Visit Modesto
Todd Aaronson, CEO
209-526-5588
todd@visitmodesto.com
modestogrouptour.com

PHOTO: VISIT MODESTO

grab almond butter milkshakes with
their favorite bag of nuts! As summer
approaches, berries are peaking and tours
can stop at U-pick farms. When summer arrives, there’s stone fruits (peaches,
apricots, plums, nectarines and pluots)
with flavor visitors will never forget! And
of course, there’s harvest to enjoy with
grapes, apples and pumpkins that visitors
will enjoy picking, tasting and touring to
their heart’s content.
Then there are year-round tours to
enjoy. From cheese factories to the oldest
producer of olive oil in the U.S., Sciabica’s
Family Olive Oil. Ever tried cilantro or
habanero olive oil? Visitors can learn in
the tasting room or as a group. Sciabica’s
offers tour groups a complete educational
program about olives, oil pressing, vinegrouptourmagazine.com
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memorials
20 years later, the nation continues
to commemorate victims of 9/11 By Kate O’Neil

Twenty years have passed since the world watched in horror as the North and
South towers of the World Trade Center crumbled on Sept. 11, 2001. The post-9/11
aftermath resulted in a number of responses on the topics of terrorism and national
security. The resounding shared response, though, was the vow to never forget the
nearly 3,000 people who lost their lives on that day.
In the two decades since the attacks, memorials to the victims have been established across the country, including at the three main sites where the events of that
fateful day occurred. 9/11 Memorial & Museum, National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial
and Flight 93 National Memorial together tell the story of the day that altered the
course of American history and honor the lives lost.

28

9/11 Memorial
& Museum
NEW YORK CITY

Housing 110,000 square feet of exhibition
space, the 9/11 Memorial & Museum features
an outdoor memorial plaza — located at the
former World Trade Center site — and a museum housing archaeological remnants of the
World Trade Center.
Currently, the memorial is offering the
Memorial + Museum Tour. Expert guides
illustrate what happened on 9/11 and tell the
stories of those affected — among other topics.
Groups will also see the new structures of the
World Trade Center and the Memorial Pools
honoring all 9/11 victims.
“Because the museum can be a difficult
place to visit, many people find taking a tour
with an expert guide makes the experience
easier and more meaningful,” said Hope
Morrill, director of interpretive programs at
the memorial and museum. “Our guides are
incredibly knowledgeable and empathetic, and
they take their responsibility to share the 9/11
story seriously.”
In addition to the twin reflecting pools,
the memorial includes the Memorial Glade

PHOTO: JIN S. LEE, THE 9/11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM

— dedicated to the rescue and relief workers
and those who were affected by the aftermath
of 9/11 — and the Survivor Tree — a Callery
pear tree that survived the terror attacks at the
World Trade Center.
The museum’s “Historical Exhibition:
September 11, 2001” features video recordings,
artifacts, first-person testimony and archival
audio to relay the story in three parts: the
events leading to the attacks, the day of and the
aftermath. The museum displays temporary
exhibits as well.
Every year on Sept. 11, the memorial holds
a commemoration featuring Tribute in Light, a
public art installation including two beams of
light representing the Twin Towers stretching
into the sky. Victims’ loved ones are also invited to read their names aloud.
Morrill reminds groups that a visit to the
museum is more pertinent than one might
think.
“Especially as Americans begin a return
to normalcy, people will find that the lessons
learned after 9/11 can be useful in our recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic,” Morrill said.
“Not only will a visit to the memorial and
museum feel relevant in this moment, but it is
also impossible to understand the city’s story
without including the 9/11 story.”
9/11 Memorial & Museum
212-312-8800
911memorial.org

PHOTO: JIN S. LEE, THE 9/11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM
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ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA
The National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial’s beginning
dates back to the days following 9/11; every day, people
would leave makeshift memorials around the fencing near
the crash site at the Pentagon.
“The Pentagon set up what was a family assistance
center and families would go there and those who had
relatives on the plane, so it ended up being a place where
people would meet and grieve together,” said Jim Laychak,
executive director of the Pentagon Memorial Fund, Inc.
Laychak’s involvement with the memorial began 20
years ago, when he lost his brother Dave at the Pentagon
on 9/11.
Currently closed to the public at the
time of publication, the memorial greets
visitors with several stainless-steel cantilever benches. Each victim — including
those on Flight 77 and inside the Pentagon — has a bench, which includes their
name. The benches are arranged according to the birth year of each victim. These
birth years — called age lines — also
reveal the flight path of the plane.
Every design element is reflective of
that day; when a visitor reads the name of
a victim at the end of a bench, they will
either see the Pentagon in the background, or the sky. This notes where this
victim was on 9/11 — either on Flight 77
or in the Pentagon.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF MGAC
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“If someone died on Flight 77, you would read their
name and your back would be facing the Pentagon, but you
would see the sky in the distance,” Laychak said.
The opposite is true for those who died inside the Pentagon; when reading the name of those individuals, visitors’
backs are to the sky and they face the Pentagon.
“It’s an individual memorial, it’s a collective memorial,
and it tells the story of what happened here,” Laychak said.
A project in the making since 2011, The Pentagon
Memorial Fund, Inc. looks to open the Visitor Education
Center (VEC) in three to four years. The VEC will offer
several exhibits providing an overview of 9/11, conference
space, a café, retail shop and a rooftop terrace.
“You’ll see exhibits on the local response, what we did
nationally to respond, the start of TSA — different things
like that,” Laychak said.
The exhibition space will be divided into 10 areas and
will close with the “Always Remember, Never Forget” exhibit, calling visitors to actively remember 9/11 by getting
involved with organizations.
The National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial recently debuted
a new web domain, pentagonmemorial.org, which includes
more up-to-date news on the memorial, VEC, upcoming
events, ways to get involved and much more. Contact Jim
Laychak for more information.
National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial
703-627-8071 (Jim Laychak)
pentagonmemorial.org
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flight 93
national
memorial

SHANKSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
It was in 2002 that Flight 93 National Memorial was
established — a place of remembrance that began with
makeshift tributes left by loved ones of Flight 93 victims on
Sept. 11, 2001.
Today, the memorial features impressive architecture
and exhibition space — including the Tower of Voices,
Visitor Center and Memorial Plaza. Together they encompass the story of that day 20 years ago while honoring the
40 brave individuals on Flight 93.
While the exact target of Flight 93 is unknown, based
on the plane’s trajectory once taken over by the hijackers,
it is believed it was headed for the United States Capitol
building. Because of the heroic decision of those 40 individuals to step in, the plane never reached its target.
Steve Clark is the superintendent of Flight 93 National Memorial, as well as four other parks managed by the
National Park Service. Clark expressed the ways Flight 93
National Memorial is different than others.
“I work on a daily basis with the families,” Clark said.
“This is raw — this is a story we’re all living, so that’s why
this place is so unique.”
Clark says he likes to refer to the Tower of Voices as the
park’s welcoming beacon, as it is situated at the park’s entrance. The 93-foot-tall structure is a musical instrument,
featuring 40 wind chimes.
The Visitor Center recounts the story of the passengers
and crew members, the events of that day and the response
to the hijacked plane through artifacts, multimedia components and interactive exhibits.
“At the very end of the exhibit, 2,977 names are etched
into glass honoring all of those on the planes, all of those
inside the World Trade Center and all of those inside the
Pentagon,” Clark said.
A visit to the park culminates at the Memorial Plaza,
which includes the Wall of Names — 40 white polished
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marble stones inscribed with the names of the crew and
passengers. The site of the plaza is at the northern boundary of the crash site and the final resting place of the
victims.
“There’s no doubt what those 40 people did was remarkable, and no question, saved countless lives,” Clark
said.
Flight 93 National Memorial additionally includes a few
trails that loop throughout the park, as well as a pollinator
garden, home to a colony of honeybees.
Clark suggests groups commit two to three hours to see
the entire park.
“It truly does mark a time in history where just regular
people really stepped up to do something extraordinary,”
Clark said. n
Flight 93 National Memorial
814-893-6322
nps.gov/flni

midwest

Lake Geneva
MEMORIES ARE MADE
IN SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN

Story and photos
by David Hoekman
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As the boat pulled away from the dock
behind The Rivera Ballroom in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, Sam went to work.
Sam, the narrator on the Lake Geneva
Cruise Lines vessel, told my group about
the lake’s mail jumpers. Every summer,
mail is delivered by boat to about 60
homes on the lake, thanks to the jumpers

who leap from moving boat to dock and
back. The jumpers, he deadpanned, are
successful 99.9% of the time.
Sam talked about the lake’s history and
geography and the architecture of the
grand estates on the lake, many built by
wealthy Chicagoans in the late 1800s and
early 1900s as vacation homes.

a

GENEVA LAKE SHORE PATH

munity’s official tourism bureau. “There
is such scenic beauty here with a feel of
the seaside that it’s only natural visitors
would lay down roots, returning year after
year to carry on traditions.” Klett added,
“It’s gratifying to see how residents and
tourism employees rise to the occasion
each time, extending such genuine warmth
to leisure, group and business travelers,
making visitors realize they, too, are part
of the fabric of the community.”
BLACK POINT ESTATE

Out on the water, taking in the scenery
and the stories, I could see why Lake
Geneva was once known as the Newport
of the West.
“The comparison to Newport is flattering, as is the moniker the ‘Hamptons of
Chicago,’” said Stephanie Klett, president
and CEO of VISIT Lake Geneva, the com-

The lake

Geneva Lake (the word order is reversed from the town) covers 5,000 acres.
Lake Geneva Cruise Lines offers eight
vessels and many cruise options. Group
tours are a specialty for the company.
Groups can explore the lake from
a different perspective by strolling
on the Geneva Lake Shore Path. This
public foot path follows the lakeshore,
crossing the lawns of lakefront estates,
and weaving in and out of the woods.
The terrain varies on the path, which is
some 20 to 25 miles long.

MORE FOR
GROUPS IN
LAKE GENEVA
Be mesmerized: Illusionist
Tristan Crist’s “wows” groups
with performances at the
Tristan Crist Magic Theatre.
Dine out: Hunt Club
Steakhouse, Popeye’s, Tuscan
Tavern & Grill, Sprecher’s, and
Grand Geneva Resort & Spa
serve up delicious meals for
groups.
Stay awhile: The Abbey
Resort is just one of many
group accommodations in Lake
Geneva.

KISHWAUKETOE NATURE CONSERVANCY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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CRUISE,
LAKE GENEVA CRUISE LINES

LAKE GENEVA
ZIPLINES & ADVENTURES
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Exhibits at Geneva Lake Museum,
housed in a former power plant warehouse, share the essence of the area and its
people. I learned about Native Americans,
the North Western Railway, the estates
around the lake, Yerkes Observatory and a
Frank Lloyd Wright hotel.
My sense of Lake Geneva’s golden age
was reinforced when I toured Black Point
Estate. I could picture lazy summer days
entertaining guests on the wrap-around
porch, reading, writing letters, playing
games and sailing on the lake. Chicago
beer baron Conrad Seipp had the house
built in 1888 as a family getaway. “Chicago at that time was pretty nasty,” said
David Desimone, site coordinator. “It was
polluted and dirty and hot in the summer.
If you had the ability to get out, you got
out.”
The Queen Anne-style home is the epitome of Victorian summer estates on the
lake. Four generations of Seipp’s descendants used the cottage each summer until
his great-grandson donated the 20-room
house, its grounds and furnishings to the
state of Wisconsin in 2005 for use as a
historic site. Group tours are available.
“To me it feels more like a home than a
decorator showplace,” Desimone said. “It
has a lived-in and loved feeling.”
Some members of my group had a tour
and cocktail class at Maxwell Mansion.
In 1856, Maxwell Mansion was the first
mansion built in Lake Geneva. It’s now an
upscale hotel.

Outdoor fun

My Lake Geneva itinerary was filled
with outdoor adventures, including a hike,
a zip line canopy tour and a scooter tour.
At Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy,
we walked through a variety of ecosystems on the 230-acre preserve. “If you
spend an hour here in nature, there’s nothing better for you, physically or mentally,”
said Harold J. Friestad, chairman of the
board.
What a thrill it was to fly through the
trees on zip lines at Lake Geneva Ziplines
& Adventures. My nine-line tour ended
with a 1,200-foot dual racing zip line,
where I came in second after a nail-biting
finish. A high ropes course, climbing wall
and hiking and biking are also available.
After a scooter training session in the
parking lot, I took off on a ride through
the grounds of Grand Geneva Resort
& Spa. Lake Geneva Scooter Tours &
Rentals offers a three- to four-hour guided
tour on back roads to scenic spots in and
around Geneva Lake, but I only had time
for a short ride. n

VISIT Lake Geneva
262-248-4416
visitlakegeneva.com

In and around

Walworth County

LAKE GENEVA ZIPLINES & ADVENTURES

Walworth County is the home of Lake
Geneva, and the Walworth County Visitors Bureau (WCVB) offers a variety of
services for tour operators. The bureau
helps operators create itineraries that can
focus on everything from antique hunting, farms and harvest, and farm-to-table
cuisine to adventure, history and nature.
VISIT Lake Geneva and WCVB partner together to help tour operators and
planners make memorable experiences for
their group members.
Tim Malenock, executive director of
WCVB, noted the bureau and VISIT Lake
Geneva have approved a two-year partnership in which the visitors bureau will
handle marketing to attract motorcoach
groups and group tours to Lake Geneva
and Walworth County.

“This is a great partnership for our
county-wide tourism industry,” Malenock
said. “This offers the WCVB an opportunity to work better with VISIT Lake Geneva and the City of Lake Geneva. It’s an
even greater opportunity for us to connect
our outstanding community assets to the
tourism market, bringing in new interest
to our unique county.”
Southeast Wisconsin holds many attractions for group tours. For example, take
in The Dancing Horses Theatre in Delavan, East Troy Railroad Museum in East
Troy and Fireside Dinner Theatre in Fort
Atkinson. n
Walworth County Visitors Bureau
262-728-6000
visitwalworthcounty.com

Make memories in

WALWORTH COUNTY, WI

262-728-6000 • VisitWalworthCounty.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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discover
Tour King Dairy Farm in Fremont.
This is one of a handful of completely
automated dairy farms that uses the latest
in robotic technology to milk hundreds of
dairy cows every day. The tour includes an
ice cream treat made at Toft’s Dairy with
this locally sourced milk.
Head to Lynnwood Kennels for
an unforgettable Jaws with Paws canine
experience. A retired police officer
demonstrates the capabilities of the
dogs that he trains for military and law
enforcement agencies.
Meet the beautiful Belgian and
Clydesdale horses at Oak Haven
Belgians horse farm.

go
Visit the beautiful Victorian home of
the nation’s 19th president or take in some
presidential and American history at the
Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential
Library & Museums.
From the spring through fall, reminisce
about railroading at the Mad River & NKP
Railroad Museum in Bellevue. Climb
aboard one of the many cabooses on display
and picture the life of a railroad conductor.
PHOTOS: SANDUSKY COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

“

What sets Sandusky County group tours
apart from so many others is the personal touch
and attention to detail that Brenda Havens,
sales and promotions specialist at the Sandusky
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, gives
to all of the itineraries she plans. Our tours are
specialized, not cookie cutter. Brenda helps
operators plan the tour they want; she calls our
partners and sets up the trips so all the operators
have to do is sell the experience.
—David Thornbury,

”

marketing director, Sandusky County Convention & Visitors Bureau
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tour
Find out what early jail life was like at
the Historic Sandusky County Jail. The
guided tour includes the 1892 jail with ties
to President Rutherford B. Hayes, the 1840s
Dungeon located underneath the Sandusky
County Courthouse and the Gallows
Exhibition Hall.

unwind
Relax in the great outdoors at Schedel
Arboretum & Gardens and Wilson
Nature Center.

ask
Sandusky County
Convention &
Visitors Bureau
419-332-4470
sanduskycounty.org
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Experience
the Museum—
On-site
and Online

TAKE A WALK ON THE Wild Side
See the live native wildlife
exhibits and interactive
environmental education center
at Brukner Nature Center.
Nestled on 165 woodland acres,
the center is a great place to get
back in touch with nature.

Plan your group tour at
homegrowngreat.com.
| 800-348-8993

DISCOVER STORIES

OF COURAGE, COOPERATION & PERSEVERANCE
CINCINNATI, OHIO

Pair your individual on-site
visit with the 360-degree
tours, audio guides, and
curator talks available at
mam.org for a unique tour
experience. Reserve your
timed-entry admission
ticket, and start exploring
online from home today!

freedomcenter.org

RAISE A GLASS TO SOME LOCAL FLAVOR
Have a taste for something different?
From diners, bistros, and supper clubs to food festivals,
live music, and nightlife, Kenosha sets the table with
food and entertainment options just waiting to be
savored. We’re ready when you are!
Start planning your group visit!

VisitKenosha.com
262-857-7164

grouptourmagazine.com
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International Crane Foundation aids endangered birds
The gateway to the world’s cranes
— those rare and ancient birds — is in
Baraboo, Wisconsin.
The International Crane Foundation,
headquartered in Baraboo, works worldwide to conserve cranes and the ecosystems, watersheds and flyways on which
they depend.
The foundation’s Cranes of the World
opened May 1, 2021, after being closed
since Nov. 1, 2018, for a $10 million
renovation.
Improvements included larger homes
for cranes, with water elements and
murals featuring the cranes’ natural habitats. Also new is the George Archibald
Welcome Center with a larger gift shop
featuring exclusive crane gifts, clothing,
jewelry and art.
Additionally, the site features new
interpretive signage for the new exhibits,

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION
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a Cranes and Culture Plaza and crane
water fountain.
“Cranes of the World is the only
place on the planet to see all 15 species of
cranes at one time,” said Pamela Seelman,
director of marketing communications.
“The site provides a gateway to our cranes
and conservation work on five continents
and more than 50 countries. Can’t make it
to Africa, Asia or even Texas this year? No
problem. Come to Cranes of the World
and take a virtual trip across the globe.”
Cranes are among the most endangered birds on Earth, as 11 out of the 15
species face extinction. Despite threats
from rapid development and habitat loss,
poisoning, hunting and more, cranes
continue to inspire people through their
charisma and symbolism of fidelity and
longevity.
The foundation offers tour guides to

group tours who provide detailed information about each crane species, how the
foundation works to save them and the
places they “dance.” Tours take up to two
hours.
“Guests to the site enjoy seeing the
cranes up close and personal,” Seelman
said. “Cranes, happy to be in their new
homes, are exhibiting many lively crane
behaviors, such as foraging, dancing and
unison calling. The site is a super spot for
photographers.”
Cranes of the World is open from
May 1 to Oct. 31.
The foundation provides knowledge,
leadership and inspiration to engage
people in resolving threats to cranes and
their diverse landscapes.
The International Crane Foundation’s
reach extends across the globe from
Baraboo. A regional base is maintained
in China and shares program offices
with partner organizations in Cambodia,
India, South Africa, Texas, Vietnam,
and Zambia. About 80 staff work with a
network of hundreds of specialists in over
50 countries on five continents.
“Cranes unite us,” Seelman said. “We
work across borders to save cranes and
their habitats. Cranes are the canary in
the coal mine — of the world. If cranes
survive on the landscape, so do other
animals and humans. Cranes need safe
habitat, water and migratory routes to
thrive. The International Crane Foundation is the only nonprofit to solely work
to save 11 of the 15 crane species facing
extinction. Memberships and gift shop
purchases support our worldwide efforts.”
Birding trails go through the remnant
of a prairie and create wonderful opportunities to see migrating and local birds,
along with butterflies and other wildlife.
All paths are newly paved and accessible.
Picnic areas are available. n
International Crane Foundation
608-356-9462
savingcranes.org

Warren G. Harding Presidential Center
Open Now

visitmarionohio.com
800-371-6688

Happiness is traveling together.
Plan your next adventure in Tuscarawas County, Ohio
www.traveltusc.com

FIND GREAT ADVENTURES

midwest

Belmont County, Ohio
MOTOR COACH FRIENDLY HOTELS
CUSTOMIZED ITINERIES
TOUR GUIDE

BELMONT COUNTY TOURISM
VISITBELMONTCOUNTY.COM

740.695.4359
Dover | Dennison | New Philadelphia
Newcomerstown | Sugarcreek | Zoar

1.800.362.6474
www.wccvb.com

Welcome back to Wayne County! Your groups can safely relax in part of the world’s
largest Amish community. We are home to Lehman’s, P. Graham Dunn, The J.M.
Smucker Company Store and Café, The Ohio Light Opera, Secrest Arboretum and more!
grouptourmagazine.com
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explore
Clifty Falls State Park near Madison is
a picturesque park with four waterfalls that
change moods with the weather and the
seasons. The Clifty waterfalls are known as the
best natural wonder in Indiana. Hiking trails
of various difficulties and lengths run through
the park. Check out unbelievable views of the
Ohio River and Madison from the Clifty Inn and
observation tower.

sip
Visit two wineries or two breweries
for wine tastings, craft beers and tours. A
converted 1850s stable and carriage house
serve as the setting for the Thomas Family
Winery and Rustic Bakery. Lanthier
Winery has beautiful gardens and is a block
from the Ohio River.
Mad Paddle Brewstillery is in the
heart of Madison’s historic district, and New
Madison Brewing Co. is on the hilltop, both
paying homage to Madison history.

discover
With 133 contiguous blocks of
outstanding architecture, Madison’s
downtown is one of the country’s largest
National Historic Landmark Districts.
Inside are two National Historic
Landmarks: Lanier Mansion Historic
Site and Shrewsbury-Windle Home.
Eight house museums include a train
depot, a frontier physician’s office and a
restored saddletree factory. The crown
jewel of Madison is the Lanier Mansion.
This architectural masterpiece is the
restored 1844 Greek Revival home of
James F.D. Lanier.

connect
Madison’s downtown shopping district holds dozens of specialty
shops, antique malls and restaurants in century-old buildings. Don’t miss
Hinkle’s Hamburgers and its famous milkshakes.
Madison has a growing art community with galleries, public art
and studios in the downtown. For smaller groups, try painting at Little
Golden Fox. An instructor walks participants through the process.
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ask
Visit Madison
812-265-2956
visitmadison.org

“

Madison is a gem. Walking Main Street is so
nostalgic. The well-preserved architecture, the
people, the food, the ambience of everything is very
endearing. It’s truly a charming place to visit and live.
—Sarah Prasil, executive marketing director, Visit Madison

PHOTOS: VISIT MADISON
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VOTED

BEST

DESTINATION
IN AMISH COUNTRY

IF YOU HAVEN’ T BEEN
TO
LATELY,
you simply haven’t been!
Invite your guests to our rambling
retail store for a visit full of history and
wonder. Shop thousands of new products
and tour the new aspirational Tiny House
on a Tiny Homestead only at Lehman’s
- FOR A SIMPLER LIFE.

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for
all the group tour offerings
and information. Please allow at
least two hours for your visit.

SHOP ANYTIME AT LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346
On the Square in Kidron, OH
In the heart of Amish Country
Open every day except Sunday

GET INSPIRED
AT
BETHE
INSPIRED
HOME
OF
BY THE
THE
BRAVE
HOME
OF
THE BRAVE

Only one Museum in America
honors ALL of our Veterans –
allThere’s
branches,
all backgrounds
only one
Museum in America
and
all
eras.
Hear
theirofstories
that honors the stories
ALL
ofour
courage
and
in
Veterans
– sacrifice
from all branches,
ethnicities
and eras
of our nation’s
their
own voices
as witnesses
history of military service.
toproud
history.
Take
a virtual
tour or plan
Ask
about
our special
your
Museum
visit
today
exhibitions.
at nationalvmm.org

300 W. Broad Street
Downtown Columbus,
Columbus, Ohio
Downtown
OH
300 W. Broad Street

Plan a Virtual Group Tour or Museum Group Visit today!
At NationalVMM.org/group or groups@nationalvmm.org.
grouptourmagazine.com
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‘Bob Ross Experience’ reveals magic
Say the words “happy little accident,”
and people of a certain age are instantly
transported to the mid-1980s.
They’re sitting in their living room
watching artist Bob Ross paint on the PBS
TV show The Joy of Painting. Ross often
encouraged his viewers to reinterpret perceived mistakes as “happy little accidents.”
And now a new generation has fallen
in love with Ross all over again, watching
the iconic show on Hulu, Netflix, YouTube
and Twitch.
The “Bob Ross Experience” at Minnetrista in Muncie, Indiana, is the only
permanent museum exhibit dedicated to
exploring the life, philosophy and art of
the iconic American painter. It’s located
inside the historic home where The Joy of
Painting was filmed.
From 1983–1988, Ross filmed the
show in WIPB-TV’s unassuming television studio in the historic Lucius L.
Ball home — now part of Minnetrista’s
campus.
“Bob Ross is the most widely known
painter in history,” said George Buss, vice
president of visitor experience. “His soft
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voice and brown fro are recognizable
across the world, and his quirky sayings
have infiltrated every corner. Who doesn’t
know ‘Happy little trees?’ But how many of
those who recognize him would recognize
the humble television studio where Bob
Ross filmed The Joy of Painting? Visitors
are able to stand where Bob stood in the
original studio and discover more about
the man who taught us all to embrace our
mistakes as happy accidents.”
Ross inspired generations with his
soft-spoken voice and a pallet knife.
His message of fearless creativity and

Bob Ross Experience/
Minnetrista
765-282-4848
minnetrista.net
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE MINNETRISTA HERITAGE COLLECTION
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life-affirming compassion continues to
reverberate today.
Minnetrista is the museum and
gardens located on the grounds of the
former Ball family homes. Members
of the Ball family moved Ball Brothers
Glass Company from Buffalo, New York,
to Muncie in 1887, making Muncie the
home of the iconic Ball jar.
“The ‘Bob Ross Experience’ is the
closest you can get to watching Bob Ross
film an episode of The Joy of Painting,”
Buss said. “This one-of-a-kind experience
provides Midwestern insight into the artist
and educator who made painting easy.”
A favorite experience for visitors is to
stand in front of Ross’ original easel.
“I hope the ‘Bob Ross Experience’
helps people reframe the way they think
about their creativity, mistakes and
self-expression,” Buss said.
Plans are underway to expand the
experience to the second floor of the L.L.
Ball Home, introducing a dedicated painting workshop and art gallery to the site.
The original exhibit features six original
Ross paintings, but that number is just a
fraction of the works in Minnetristra’s collection. A gallery will allow more of Ross’
paintings to be displayed. It’s expected
these spaces will open this fall.
The Minnetrista Experience group
package is self-guided. Included is a scheduled guided campus tour, access to main
building exhibits/Oakhurst Experience and
a timed ticket slot in the “Bob Ross Experience.” A group package must be booked
at least two weeks in advance. Minnetrista
asks all group tours to book in advance
through the reservations desk to guarantee
the best experience for their group and in
order to get the group discount.
Certified Bob Ross instructors lead
painting workshops monthly.
Tour buses may park for free in the
Nature Area gravel lot. The driver and
tour guide are comped for professional
tour groups. n
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FANTASTIC GROUP
TOURS BEGIN IN EAGAN
Home of the Minnesota Vikings
& Twin Cities Premium Outlets
Top rated attractions • 19 incredible hotels
3% lodging tax • Near Mall of America
®

®

Twin Cities
Premium
Outlets®

Group experiences

Central Park
Commons

Mall of
America®

TAX-FREE
SHOPPING
on clothes
and shoes!

Found Only in SoIN

group
ad for custom
Contact Todd Re
12) 280-8082 or
itineraries at (8
.com
Todd@GoSoIN

Visit eaganmn.com or contact
Denise Olsen for more information
denise@eaganmn.com

@GoSoIN

JEFFERSONVILLE

·

CLARKSVILLE

·
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ENJOY EAGAN
866-324-2620
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History for Centuries,
Adventure for Miles,
Charm for Days.
LOUISVILLE

CORYDON

www.thisisindiana.org/group-travel/
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CHAMPAIGN AVIATION MUSEUM

PHOTO: NATIONAL AVIATION HERITAGE AREA

Trace aviation’s arc in Ohio
Soak up the complete story of aviation
at the National Aviation Heritage Area
(NAHA) in western Ohio.
NAHA, known as the Birthplace of
Aviation, comprises 15-plus aviation-related sites in the Dayton, Ohio, area. The
eight-county area is a one-hour drive
from Columbus and Cincinnati and
located at the crossroads of Interstates 75
and 70.
Sites include the Wright brothers’
Cycle Shop; the 1905 Wright Flyer III,
the only airplane designated a National
Historic Landmark and the world’s first
practical flying machine; some of the
most complete collections of Wright
material in the world; the National Museum of the United States Air Force; the
National Aviation Hall of Fame; and the
hometown of astronaut Neil Armstrong,
the first man on the moon.
The nonprofit National Aviation Heritage Alliance guides NAHA.
“The sites within the National
Aviation Heritage Area are unique in
that we represent the entire history of
aviation from the birthplace of aviation
through the birthplace of the first man
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on the moon, into stories of today,” said
Elizabeth Connor, director of communications. “Many of the sites within
our region hold artifacts you won’t see
anywhere else in the world.”
Connor pointed out NAHA’s national
museums and national story overlap with
a National Water Trail, National Recreation Trail and National Scenic Trail. “We
have a lot of national distinctions within
one very easily-navigated and connected
region,” she said.
The Armstrong Air & Space Museum
in Wapakoneta is one of the top destinations for groups across the area and
nation, Connor said. Its standard grouptour experience includes an all-inclusive
guided tour of the museum, a short
documentary and “discovery time” in the
Modern Space Gallery.
The museum is home to an F5D
Skylancer and the original Gemini 8
spacecraft piloted by Armstrong to perform the world’s first space docking. The
collection includes two of Armstrong’s
spacesuits, multiple items from the
Apollo Program missions, and a Moon
rock brought back during the Apollo 11

mission.
Champaign Aviation Museum (CAM)
in Urbana offers visitors a unique opportunity to learn about WWII aviation
history, the experiences of veterans and
their families, and aircraft construction
and maintenance techniques.
CAM is one of the few organizations
in the world actively restoring a B-17
Flying Fortress to flying condition and
groups can see and participate in the
B-17 Champaign Lady restoration project. In addition to many WWII aviation
artifacts and veteran displays, CAM has
seven WWII-era aircraft for visitors to
enjoy, three of which are meticulously
maintained in perfect flying condition.
“When visitors enter the museum’s
active restoration hangar, they are going
to see, hear, smell and touch real working
WWII-era aircraft, which is what makes
CAM unique from many similar warbird
museums who have static aircraft displays only,” Connor said.
Groups have opportunities to meet
WWII veterans and talk directly with
them about their wartime experiences
and missions.

midwest

CAM is conveniently located just a
few steps away from the Airport Café,
which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner
and has world-famous pie. As groups
enjoy their lunch, they can watch civilian
aircraft take-off and land from Historic
Grimes Field.
Group-tour favorites include experiencing and learning about CAM’s B-17
restoration project and talking with the
knowledgeable staff and volunteers.
“It’s truly a memorable day when
groups get to meet veterans like Staff Sergeant Arthur Kemp, a B-17 tail gunner
who served in 35 combat missions during
WWII,” Connor said. “Sitting in the
cockpit of the C-47 Skytrain is another
group favorite.”
Connor recommended spending two
or three days exploring the heritage area.
She stressed allowing enough time if visiting the National Museum of the United

States Air Force. Plan on at least four
hours at the museum, she said, although
it is easily a full day trip in and of itself.
“We love giving groups that eye-popping, jaw-dropping experience as they are
surrounded by hundreds of unique and
experimental planes or feeling the rumble
in their chest from flyovers,” Connor said.
“We hope that visitors leave with a sense

of appreciation, a sense of pride and an
inspiration to change the world in their
own way.”
NAHA’s museums follow current
health guidelines from the governor of
Ohio. n
National Aviation Heritage Area
visitnaha.com

Jaume Plensa. I, you, she or he…, 2006.

ROBERT NEUMANN

TOURS 877-975-3171
GROUP RATES | TRAM TOURS | BALK CAFÉ
GIFT SHOP | FREE MOTORCOACH PARKING
1000 East Beltline Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525

MeijerGardens.org • #MeijerGardens
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1 TICKET.
4 HISTORIC SITES.
DOWNTOWN MUSKEGON, MI

Hackley & Hume Homes
Fire Barn Museum
Scolnik House of the
Depression Era

BOOK A GROUP TOUR

231.722.7578 / hackleyandhume.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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go
Jackson Historic
Prison Tours takes groups
into Michigan’s first state
prison in an interactive
program with compelling
storytelling by live tour
guides, archival photos
and film clips. The prison is
now Armory Arts Village, a
residence with a focus on
the arts. A variety of addons are available.
Lost Railway
Museum tells the story
of the electric Interurban
railway system in the early
1900s.

stroll

see
Jackson has a flourishing art scene that
provides the perfect opportunity to see art
a group may not normally experience. From
floor-to-ceiling Byzantine frescos in St. Demetrius
Orthodox Church to brightly painted wall murals
downtown, find amazing art in Jackson.
The Ella Sharp Museum holds galleries of
exquisite artwork.
The Cascades, also known as Cascade
Falls, is an illuminated, human-made waterfall
that has stood as a symbol of Jackson for over 85
years. The colors in its cascading waterfalls are as
unique as the area’s personality.

Take a walking tour
of the Underground
Railroad Landmarks in
Jackson. Hidden in plain
view are local landmarks
that bear witness to a secret
past so well concealed,
it was only recently
discovered. A church, train
depot and several bronze
plaques are among spots
throughout Jackson that
were once connected to
the Underground Railroad.
This network of routes,
safe houses and agents
transported fugitives from
slave states in the South to
free states in the North and
Canada during the early
and mid-1800s.

PHOTOS: EXPERIENCE JACKSON

“

Jackson, Michigan, is the perfect destination for a fun and memorable group
tour. Jackson’s downtown specifically brings groups from all over to experience
our rich history, beautiful artwork, shopping and excellent restaurants, breweries
and wineries all within walking distance from each other.

46

—Casey Hansen, marketing and development manager, Experience Jackson
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ask
Experience Jackson
517-764-4440
experiencejackson.com
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A GRAND MICHIGAN TRADITION
We invite you to experience the rich traditions and historic charm of Grand
Hotel, located on beautiful Mackinac Island. Recognized in Travel + Leisure's
2021 T+L 500 List of the best hotels in the world.

America's Summer Place
1-800-33Grand • grandhotel.com

Scan to explore more

Photo: Alma Davila-Toro

DETROIT:
POWERED BY
OUR PEOPLE
Bring your group to Detroit and expose them to
50,000 Black-owned businesses, the people and places transforming our
city. For example, DOSE Detroit is a retail collective that gives emerging
and BIPOC-operated brands the opportunity to showcase their products.
EastEats is a different kind of communal dining, made entirely of geodesic
domes and featuring a fresh, pop-up dining experience with a street food
menu created by up-and-coming chefs of color. The historic Avenue of
Fashion is one of the oldest and largest shopping districts of Black-owned
businesses in the country, with boutiques, galleries and delicious eats.
Plan your group visit today and feel the vibes you can only find in Detroit.
grouptourmagazine.com
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PHOTO: THE FORGE: LEMONT QUARRIES

Adventure comes in endless forms
at The Forge: Lemont Quarries
Seeking an attraction full of adventures, challenges and fun?
Take a look at The Forge: Lemont
Quarries, the 300-acre outdoor adventure
park located 22 miles southwest of downtown Chicago in Lemont, Illinois.
The Forge is the world’s largest aerial
adventure course, featuring 299 challenge
elements, 2 miles of zip lines and the tallest climbing tower in North America.
“The Forge has one of the few accessible zip lines and ropes courses in the
country, accommodating those with
disabilities,” said Heather Tomala, sales
manager. “Whether adventurers are 3
years old or 93 years old, there’s something for everyone.”
In addition to the climbing walls, zip
lines and ropes course, The Forge offers
paddle sports such as kayaks, canoes
and pedal boats. There’s a mountain bike
pump and skills track, and a bike park.
Try outdoor tactical laser tag or augmented reality escape room games.
For adventurous foodies, The Forge
offers outdoor adventure dining. Music
and movie fanatics can look forward to
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concerts and films.
Tomala said The Forge can accommodate everything from a small birthday
party to a company-wide meeting. Amenities include in-house catering, private
meeting spaces, an outdoor amphitheater
and exclusive activity buyouts.
“Our Eight Towers Adventure, the
world’s largest aerial adventure course,
is by far a crowd favorite,” Tomala said.
“Guests are able to challenge themselves
and see just what amazing things they
can accomplish when adventuring on the
ropes course. Our Summit ticket allows
guests to push their limits while playing
on six of the eight towers. With varying
levels of difficulty, guests can choose
their own adventure as they make their
way through the course. There are 299
different challenge elements and 2 miles
of zip lines strung out between the eight
towers, ensuring that no two adventures
are exactly the same.”
For Tomala, The Forge is all about
making memories.
“Whether guests are here to enjoy
the sunset on our Quarry Shelf with

a chef-curated meal, or taking their
limits to new heights at our Eight Towers
Adventure, we hope they leave with an
exhilarating story to share with loved
ones,” she said.
The Forge was built to bring outdoor
recreation and adventure to people of all
ages, backgrounds and abilities.
“We recognize and celebrate the
differences in others, and we know that
each individual has a different personal
limit,” Tomala said. “Whether getting into
a pedal boat is the scariest thing they’ve
ever done or repelling from our 105-foot
platform is something they’ve done a
hundred times over, we are here to aid in
their adventure and make it the experience of a lifetime. We encourage guests
to leave their limits in the parking lot and
explore outside their comfort zones. After
all, adventure comes in endless forms.” n
The Forge: Lemont Quarries
630-326-3301
forgeparks.com

FIND YOUR EVERYTHING
Discover your place to getaway. To indulge and enjoy it all your way. This is your day of
adventure. Your day to win. So come and go all-in. There’s delicious dining, king-size luxury,
big-time winning and so much more at Michigan’s most exciting destination. It’s a New Day

soaringeaglecasino.com

Mt. Pleasant, MI | 1.888.7.EAGLE.7
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red wing
“

This quaint river town offers
the down-home feel that travelers
come back for year after year.
Outdoor activities on land or water
offer hours of entertainment for
all ages. But truly the beautiful
riverfront is the overall draw. Just
off Levee Road, across from the
boat houses, you will find the Red
Wing Marine Museum. This hidden
gem holds ‘Red Wing Throrobred’
marine engines on display. These
inboard motors enlighten motor
enthusiasts with the earliest
manufacturing enterprises, and
how the boat and motor business
evolved in Red Wing, Minnesota.

”

—Paige Anderson, executive director,
Red Wing Visitors & Convention Bureau

do
The Pottery Museum of Red Wing
highlights the common products produced
in the Red Wing pottery factories dating
to the early 1900s. Learn about the art of
pottery, historic stoneware and fun facts
about the dinnerware that people from all
around the world collect.

savor
Red Wing Brewery offers a variety of
frothy beverages and takes pride in the art
of making specialty pizzas. Using locally
sourced ingredients, the pizzas are a great
complement to a cold brew. Gluten-free
options are available.
For a variety of fancy plated meals or an
extensive drink menu, head to the St. James
Hotel to dine in an upscale environment.
Enjoy beautiful views of the river. Take in the
historic charm of the hotel lobby and lounge.

see
Just south of Bay Point Park, the historic Boat House Village is stowed away behind Red Wing
Marina. This community of floating garages known as The Red Wing Yacht Club are privately owned. Over
the years, this area located on Levee Road has provided inspiration for artists and photographers.
The Red Wing Shoe Company store on Main Street in downtown Red Wing offers a museum, a
bargain basement, a full-service retail store and the largest boot, which is perfect for photo ops.
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ask
Red Wing Visitors &
Convention Bureau
651-385-5934
redwing.org
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Connect with the past at Chicago History Museum
Get an insider’s view of Chicago’s
defining moments at Chicago History
Museum.
The city’s oldest cultural institution
offers in-person and virtual programming, tours, events and new exhibitions.
“The museum seeks to represent all
of our communities, because Chicago
history is global history,” said Rachel
Hatch, public communication manager. “We want our visitors to come
away with a fun experience, having
learned something new.”
New to the museum are virtual
Chicago group presentations. These
private sessions include a 30-minute
lecture by a museum expert followed
by a Q&A. Topics include working
in Chicago, immigration, writing in
Chicago, the Black Sox and Chicago
baseball, the city’s history through its
flag, the Chicago fire of 1871 and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
In a special offer, groups can book
a virtual lecture on “City on Fire:
Chicago 1871” now and receive a discount on group admission for a future
visit to see the new “City on Fire”
exhibition in person.
Hatch said the museum is gearing
up to open the exhibition, “City on
Fire: Chicago 1871” on Oct. 8 in commemoration of the 150th anniversary
of the Great Chicago Fire.
On Oct. 8, 1871, Chicago’s
streets were taken over by flames for
three days, overwhelming a city built
of wood and causing severe destruction. After the fire died, recovery efforts exposed deep social and economic inequalities when more than 100,000
people became homeless, and society
placed blame upon the Irish immigrant O’Leary family. The devastation
also sparked change and regrowth in
Chicago by introducing new fire safety
guidelines and rebuilding as the resilient city it is known as today.

“‘City on Fire’ is designed for our
visitors to learn, explore and discover
the impact the Great Chicago Fire had
on the city and the people involved,”
Hatch said.
The exhibition, “Vivian Maier: In
Color” opened in May and provides a
look inside the posthumous success of
street photographer Vivian Maier. Maier worked as a nanny to several Chicago families and took extensive photos,
documenting intimate moments of the
city and its people. This exhibition will
be on view until May 8, 2023.
The museum offers guided gallery
tours as well as neighborhood walking
tours. North & Clark Café has special
menu options for breakfast or lunch.
A museum store carries souvenirs and

books related to the current exhibitions.
The average group visit is two
hours to two and a half hours or three
hours if a meal is included.
Hatch said visitors often like to see
the Lincoln Death Bed and Imagining
Chicago: The Dioramas — they are
original to the 1932 building.
Her hope is that a visit helps group
members gain a better understanding
of the city’s history and how different communities came to Chicago to
build a better life. “We are a city of
immigrants and that’s what makes
Chicago a great city,” she said. n
Chicago History Museum
312-642-4600
chicagohistory.org

PHOTO: CHICAGO HISTORY MUSEUM
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Maritime
EXPERIENCES

Discover Northeast’s partnership with the sea
Sail on a windpowered schooner,
learn how to shuck
oysters or even
witness the art of
wooden shipbuilding.
Activities like these
abound in the
Northeast region,
which boasts a long
and close relationship
with the sea.
The following
maritime experiences
make great additions
to any group itinerary.
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Seaside discoveries

Groups find a re-created 19th-century
seaport village and many historic vessels at
Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic, Connecticut. A shipyard visitors’ gallery offers
a bird’s-eye view of carpenters’ shops, an
85-foot spar lathe, a rigging loft and a large
area where the museum’s vessels are brought
indoors for repair.
Dan McFadden, director of communications at Mystic Seaport Museum, said the
museum is quite large, so a group can scale its
visit to the amount of time it wants to spend
there. “You could spend an hour and catch a
couple of exhibits and craft demonstrations,
or you could spend half a day and include a
meal as well,” he said.
Groups enjoy the historic ships and the
seafaring village. “We have the largest watercraft collection in North America, and there

By David Hoekman

are more than 50 of them in the water at any
one time, including four National Historic
Landmark ships, like the 1841 whaler Charles
W. Morgan, which you can go on board,”
McFadden said. The village presents a variety
of 19th-century craft demonstrations, such as
blacksmithing and coopering (barrel-making)
— always a big hit with visitors.
The museum works to help visitors understand and appreciate their connection with
the sea and maritime history.
“The sea has a story for all of us and that is
what we try to impart to our guests,” McFadden
said.
Some 350 miles south of Mystic lies Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. The four museum ships
of Historic Ships in Baltimore celebrate over
200 years of Maryland’s naval and maritime
history.
The Constellation 101 Tour provides an

SES

overview of Constellation’s history and a comprehensive walk-through. Hands-on activities
punctuate the tour and bring into focus some
of the tasks associated with service aboard a
mid-19th century, all-sail, man-of-war.
Christopher Rowsom, executive director
at Historic Ships in Baltimore, noted visitors
need to be careful.
“When visiting the ships, please be
prepared to negotiate steep stairways and to
mind your head and where you step,” Rowsom said. “The ships are historic vessels that
were made for active-duty Navy and Coast
Guard, not tourists. But tourists can have
lots of fun on board exploring the ships and
learning about their history. Wear flat shoes,
no heels, please.”
Other vessels at Historic Ships of Baltimore
are Lightship 116 Chesapeake, USS Torsk (a
WWII submarine) and U.S. Coast Guard
Cutter 37.
“We hope that groups will come away with
an appreciation of the sacrifice and service
given by those who sailed onboard the Historic
Ships fleet,” Rowsom said. “We also hope that
visitors will have a greater appreciation for the
comparably easy life we live today compared to
the experiences of those who sailed on board,
particularly onboard USS Constellation.”

On the water

Embark on a private charter aboard the
schooner Argia, which sails out of Steamboat
Wharf in Mystic, Connecticut, from May
to mid-October. Argia, the last commercial

sailing ship in Mystic, sails in Fishers Island
Sound, a protected body of water.
“A visit to our maritime region in the
Northeast is incomplete without a chance to
sightsee from the decks of a moving sailing
ship,” said Captain Amy Blumberg, general
manager of Argia Mystic Cruises.
North of Mystic, in Bar Harbor, Maine,
groups can learn about lobstering by taking a
cruise on Lulu Lobster Boat. Find out about
the life and work of Maine lobster harvesters
and see seals and other wildlife.
In Phippsburg, Maine, the Maine Oyster
Company offers group oyster shucking classes and oyster farm tours.
Whale-watching cruises are available in
Plymouth, Gloucester, Boston and Provincetown, Massachusetts.
Outfitters throughout the region offer
canoe and kayak tours and rentals. n
Mystic Seaport Museum
mysticseaport.org
Historic Ships in Baltimore
historicships.org
Argia Mystic Cruises
argiamystic.com
Lulu Lobster Boat
lululobsterboat.com
The Maine Oyster Company
themaineoystercompany.com

MARYLAND’S
MARITIME
MUSEUMS
Annapolis Maritime
Museum in Annapolis presents
the Annapolis area’s maritime
heritage and the ecology of
the Chesapeake Bay.
The prehistoric past,
natural environments and
maritime heritage come to life
and tell a unique story of the
Chesapeake Bay at Calvert
Marine Museum in Solomons.
Twelve exhibition buildings
at the Chesapeake Bay
Maritime Museum in St.
Michaels trace the geological,
social and economic history of
the Chesapeake Bay from the
age of sail and the steamboat
era to the advent of gasolineand diesel-powered engines.
Maryland Office of Tourism
visitmaryland.org

MAINE’S
MARITIME
MUSEUMS
View traditional wooden
boatbuilding techniques in the
boatshop at Maine Maritime
Museum in Bath. Seasonally,
a Kennebec River cruise is
available.
Penobscot Maritime
Museum in Searsport relates
stories of ship captains and
their families, the industries of
Penobscot Bay, global maritime
trade and current fisheries.
Sail Power & Steam
Museum on the waterfront in
Rockland offers hands-on and
interactive experiences while
preserving and sharing stories
of the rich heritage of sail,
power and steam vessels along
the coast of Maine and beyond.

PHOTO: MYSTIC SEAPORT MUSEUM

Maine Office of Tourism
visitmaine.com
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NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL
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Experience DC’s classics on the National Mall
The vast museum-lined National
Mall in Washington, D.C. is known as
“America’s Front Yard.”
“The National Mall is full of inspiring monuments, memorials, museums
and is perfect for groups to spread out
and enjoy,” said Elliott L. Ferguson,
II, president and CEO, Destination
DC. “The Mall is a special place
to take a moment and contemplate
America’s history. Seeing the Washington Monument, surrounded by the
U.S. Capitol Building at one end and
the Lincoln Memorial at the other is a
classic DC moment.”
At the west end of the mall is the
dignified Lincoln Memorial, and the
stately U.S. Capitol lies at the east
end. In between is nearly 2 miles of
lawn.
The eastern part of the Nation-
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al Mall is home to 11 Smithsonian
museums and two National Gallery of
Art buildings.
The Smithsonian Institution is the
world’s largest museum, education
and research complex. Visiting the
free Smithsonian museums is a highlight for many who come to Washington, D.C., on a tour. Although the
museums have been closed on and off
during the pandemic, all have a strong

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL
PHOTO: NPS/ANTHONY DEYOUNG

online presence. Seven museums as
well as the National Zoo opened in
May.
This year, the Smithsonian is
celebrating its 175th anniversary.
President James Polk signed the act
establishing the Smithsonian in 1846.
The Smithsonian was established with
funds from James Smithson (1765–
1829), a British scientist who left his
estate to the United States to found
“at Washington, under the name of the
Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion of
knowledge.”
On the mall are the Smithsonian
Castle, Freer Gallery of Art, Arthur
M. Sackler Gallery, Arts and Industries Building, National Museum of
African Art, Hirschhorn Museum &
Sculpture Garden, National Air &

northeast

Space Museum, National Museum of
Natural History, National Museum of
American History, National Museum
of the American Indian and African
American History and Culture Museum.
The mall’s western end holds some
of the district’s most significant monuments. Start at the Washington Monument, the 555-foot marble obelisk
honoring George Washington.
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial
chronologically lists the names of
58,318 Americans who gave their
lives in service to their country in the
Vietnam War.
Abraham Lincoln, the assassinated
16th U.S. president, is honored at the
Lincoln Memorial.

A Wall of Remembrance and 19
stainless steel statues at the Korean
War Veterans Memorial commemorate the sacrifices of the millions of
Americans and allied partners who
fought during that conflict.
The World War II Memorial honors
the service of 16 million members of
the armed forces of the United States
of America, the support of millions

on the home front and the ultimate
sacrifice of 405,399 Americans.
On the west side of the Tidal Basin
is the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, while the Jefferson Memorial
lies on the south side of the basin. n
Destination DC
washington.org

GREAT THEATRE IN THE HEART
OF NIAGARA WINE COUNTRY

2021 SEASON

On stage this November-December
alongside A Christmas Carol.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN

SHAWFEST.COM
1-800-511-SHAW

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
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REDISCOVER ATLANTIC CITY

The Story Continues

From top-notch dining experiences,
luxury hotel accommodations, entertainment and more, Atlantic City has more
than enough to make it a perfect and safe
getaway.
Take a stroll on the world-famous
Boardwalk, bask in the glowing sun or
take a dip in the Atlantic Ocean.
Located on the world-famous Boardwalk and steps from the casino resorts,
the historic Steel Pier will channel your
inner youth with amusement rides and
games. One pier, one wheel, endless fun.
Step onto one of the 40 climate controlled gondolas on Atlantic City’s newest
attraction, The Wheel. The third largest
Wheel in the United States.

Shopping never goes out of season and
Atlantic City’s Tanger Outlets The Walk
on Michigan and Atlantic Avenues features 50 national retail brand outlet stores
such as Michael Kors, Coach, Kate Spade
New York, Under Armour and Victoria’s
Secret just to name a few. Need outdoor
attire, equipment or accessories? Bass Pro
Shops is the ultimate outdoor world and
offers the area’s largest selection for hunting, fishing, camping, boating and more.
Did you know that Atlantic City is
home to more than 50 murals? Stories
behind the artists’ works are as touching
and moving as the murals they create and
these permanent public works of art show
the heartbeat of Atlantic City. A few of
the unique and beautiful pieces include,
“Before I Die” which features fill-in-theblank lines where a person can add their

bucket-list item to the wall and the “Jelly
Fish,” an optical illusion mural where the
tentacles of the jellyfish appear to move
when using red and blue 3D glasses.
Whether a tour at one of the region’s
historical wineries or a trip to nearby
Smithville Village, any time is a good
time to visit Atlantic City and the surrounding areas.
If you’re winding down after a long
day or meeting up with a few family and
friends, Atlantic City offers a host of happy hour specials suitable for all budgets.
Sip, sample and let the conversations flow.
With so much going on, it’s no wonder Atlantic City was named in the Top 3
Fall Travel Destinations by Tripadvisor.
We offer complete Atlantic City information and knowledgeable staff to assist
you.

Atlantic City Expert Heather Colache is available at 609-318-6097
or hcolache@meetac.com to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it
was meant to be experienced. Call today to Rediscover Atlantic City.
TourAtlanticCity.com

facebook.com/MeetAtlanticCity

twitter.com/Meet_AC

instagram.com/meet_ac

Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism

TourAtlanticCity.com
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Resorts Atlantic City

Great Escape Tours

Claridge Hotel

Come for the day or an overnight
stay. Enjoy the hottest slots and table
games, Atlantic City’s largest standard
rooms, exceptional dining, retail shopping and great entertainment. The fun is
here at Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic
City. Visit Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville entertainment complex featuring a
year-round LandShark Bar & Grill on the
beach, Margaritaville restaurant just off
the casino floor, retail shops, the famous
Atlantic City boardwalk and more.

Great Escape Tours is Atlantic City’s
and Cape May’s premier receptive tour
operator with over 35 years of experience.
We work with all properties and specialize in unique and interesting pre-set and
customized tours. Our efficient booking
services and experienced, knowledgeable,
friendly staff makes booking with us a
pleasure. We pride ourselves in providing exciting and innovative tours for less
than booking direct. We personally “meet
& greet” each of our groups when they
arrive at their destination.

Once known by its 1929 nickname,
“Skyscraper by the Sea”, the Claridge showcases a magnificent Manhattan design. It
is centrally located at Park Place and the
Boardwalk, and is just steps away from the
beach. The hotel houses The Twenties Italian Bistro and the VUE Rooftop Bar with
breathtaking views of the Atlantic Ocean
and AC Skyline. Shop at the neighboring
Tanger Outlets or visit Bally’s Casino,
adjacent to the hotel. Guests can also enjoy
the hotel’s indoor pool and fitness center.
Motorcoach parking available.

800-524-0327
great-escape-tours.net

609-487-4363
cmcnulty@claridge.com

Caesars Entertainment

Steel Pier

Palladin Tour & Travel

Caesars Entertainment offers three
premier resorts in Atlantic City with 24hour gaming with slots and tables. Caesars
and Tropicana, located on the Boardwalk,
feature restaurants by celebrity chefs Gordon Ramsay and Jose Garces. Tropicana
offers over 25 restaurants, 25 shops, 20 bars
and lounges, four pools, an IMAX Theatre
and a spa. Harrah’s is a world-class resort
in a sophisticated marina setting with a
roster of acclaimed restaurants and unique
attractions, such as The Pool at Harrah’s
and Viking Cooking School.

Take a ride on the third largest observation wheel in the country, standing at
227 feet tall and scaling over the beautiful
Atlantic Ocean. We have it all from outdoor bars and food venues to axe throwing and helicopter rides along with over
22 rides and attractions. If you are looking
for a group outing, team building or just
that out-of-the-box unique experience, we
are that venue. Packages are available! We
have something for all ages.

Palladin Tour & Travel is Atlantic City’s
premier receptive tour operator, family owned and operated since 1991. Let
Palladin handle all Atlantic City needs,
like exclusive group pricing and packages
at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Harrah’s,
Resorts and Tropicana. Palladin is the provider of top-notch midweek matinee shows
to entertain groups. Whether a group is
looking for accommodations, attractions,
or entertainment packages, Palladin has it.
One call does it all!

609-340-7715
mlewis@resortsac.com

1-800-THE TROP
tropicana.net

1-800-621-0200
caesarsac.com

609-513-1690
sharon@steelpier.com
steelpier.com

800-468-0046
jenn@palladin.net
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“

We look forward to
welcoming you after a
year of sticking close to
home. The North of Boston
Convention and Visitors
Bureau’s priority is the
health and safety of the
region’s residents, visitors
and businesses. Take a drive
along the Essex Heritage
Scenic Byway, relax on a
beach, enjoy an outdoor
performance, or go on a
hunt for colorful murals.
Plan your visit and learn
about the latest news at
northofboston.org.

north of
boston

”

—Ann Marie Casey,

executive director, North of Boston
Convention & Visitors Bureau

MASSACHUSETTS

cruise
Go to Gloucester and spend
some time on the water. The
Schooner Thomas E. Lannon,
the Schooner Adventure and
the Schooner Ardelle offer
harbor tours.
Whale watching companies
operate from May to October and
many also offer full- and half-day
deep-sea fishing trips. Departing
from Gloucester are Cape Ann
Whale Watch and 7 Seas
Whale Watching.

PHOTO: SCHOONER LANNON

learn

PHOTO: COURTESY OF NORTH OF BOSTON CVB

explore
Salem Trolley provides a narrated one-hour tour through
Salem. Explore Salem’s witchcraft trials of 1692 or travel beyond
the witchcraft hysteria into Salem’s literary and maritime history.
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The Salem Witch
Museum brings visitors
to Salem Village in 1692.
Experience the events that
led to the hangings of 19
people and the pressing
of one on the charges
of witchcraft. Dispel the
myths surrounding the
word “witch” and examine
incidents of witch hunting
in the museum’s exhibit,
“Witches, Evolving
Perceptions.” Discover
the secrets of The House
of the Seven Gables,
which inspired Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s famous novel.

shop
In Lynnfield, shop, dine and walk
around MarketStreet Lynnfield,
an outdoor mall with more than 80
businesses offering apparel, gifts, food
and drink, and entertainment.

enjoy
Bill Hanney’s North Shore Music
Theatre in Beverly presents musicals
and concerts. There’s free motorcoach
parking and free post-show events on
select dates.

ask
North of Boston
Convention & Visitors Bureau
978-465-6555
northofboston.org

northeast

Art bonds with nature in the Berkshires
The Berkshires of western Massachusetts deliver great times in the great
outdoors. Whether a group is in north or
south Berkshire county, dozens of scenic
hiking and walking trails are just a short
drive away. And art is available, too.
“The Berkshires offers a plethora of
opportunities for outdoor excursions in
all seasons while world-class culture and
entertainment, along with a deeply rooted food culture and an array of lodging
options amidst picturesque towns, set
this region apart,” stated Lindsey Schmid,
VP of Tourism and Marketing for 1Berkshire, the regional tourism council and
economic development agency. “During
the pandemic, our region has made a
variety of pivots for everyone’s safety and
is welcoming visitors back to enjoy all we
offer. Any group would be lucky to add
our picturesque rural destination to their
itinerary.”
Clark Art Institute in Williamstown
has a 140-acre campus featuring lawns,
meadows and woods. Walking trails
traverse the property, including trails
up historic Stone Hill, which offers a
grand view of Williamstown and the
Green Mountains of Vermont to the
north. Through Oct. 17, visitors can see
the institute’s first outdoor exhibition,
“Ground/work,” with commissioned
works by six contemporary artists set
across the campus.
In-person, socially-distanced talks are
available to groups for “Ground/work,”
weather permitting.
At this time during COVID-19 restrictions, the Clark is offering self-guided visits to allow groups to explore the
institute’s collection, exhibitions and
grounds on their own. Tours need to
be booked in advance, and there are
increased safety measures. Docent-led
digital talks are also available.
The Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) in North
Adams has expanded its offerings of
outdoor art with Taryn Simon’s The Pipes.

INSTALLATION VIEW OF TARYN SIMON, THE PIPES, 2016 | 2021,
AS INSTALLED AT MASS MOCA, NORTH ADAMS, MASS. DESIGNED IN COLLABORATION WITH SHOHEI SHIGEMATSU, OMA
PHOTO: COURTESY OF TARYN SIMON

Simon’s large-scale outdoor sculpture
is a reimagined and redesigned version
of the pipes featured in her acclaimed
performance An Occupation of Loss. The
Pipes will be on long-term view at MASS
MoCA.
The Pipes joins MASS MoCA’s growing constellation of long-term outdoor
artworks sited throughout the museum’s
campus and downtown North Adams.
Through Oct. 31, view outdoor
sculpture in “Land of Enchantment”
at the Norman Rockwell Museum in
Stockbridge. Featured are unique original
works inspired by the exhibition’s themes
of classical and contemporary mythology, fairy tales, and fantastical heroes and
villains. “Land of Enchantment” is held in
conjunction with the museum’s exhibition, “Enchanted: A History of Fantasy
Art,” on view through Oct. 31.
Mass Audubon’s Pleasant Valley
Wildlife Sanctuary in Lenox is a wetland
ecosystem and beaver habitat. With
1,000 acres and 7 miles of wooded and
pondside trails (including a universal All
Persons Trail), this conservation land is
home to beavers, songbirds and ducks,
woodpeckers and owls, and salamanders.

The trails go through forests, meadows,
wetlands and along the slopes of Lenox
Mountain, making this site an excellent
location for easy to strenuous hiking.
TurnPark Art Space in West Stockbridge is a former marble quarry that has
been turned into an outdoor sculpture
park with walking trails. The 16-acre site
boast hills, meadows, a lake and a 65-foot
vertical drop offering breathtaking views
of the surrounding landscape.
The Berkshire Natural Resources
Council has opened the half-mile accessible loop trail at the Thomas and Palmer
Brook Reserve in Great Barrington. New
trails have been added to the big-woods
reserve at Alford Springs.
The council has also opened Mahonna Cobble, a free and open-to-the public
hiking trail, resting atop the south-facing
side of Bousquet Mountain in Pittsfield.
Hikers experience about 600 feet of elevation gain, made manageable through
a series of climbing turns and hand-set
stone steps. n
1Berkshire Strategic Alliance
berkshires.org
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newport

RHODE ISLAND

do
Newport’s newest cruise
vessel, the Coastal Queen,
offers fresh ocean breezes and
breathtaking panoramic views on
cruises around Newport Harbor
and Narragansett Bay.
Hop aboard a trolley for a
narrated tour of Bellevue Avenue
and step back in time for a Gilded
Age experience at The Breakers,
grandest of Newport’s summer
“cottages.” Pro tip: check it out for
the holidays — “Sparkling Lights at
the Breakers: An Outdoor Magical
Wonderland.”
Proceed along scenic Ocean
Drive and back into the Old
Quarter of the city to visit Touro
Synagogue, America’s oldest
synagogue; the Redwood
Library, America’s oldest lending
library; and The Colony House,
one of the oldest statehouses still
standing in the United States.
Sample local wines and
beer; tour the wine/beer making
facilities and stroll the vineyards
at Newport Vineyards and
Taproot Brewing Co. Relax
at the world-class farm-to-table
Brix Restaurant overlooking the
vineyard and peruse the gift shop
for local treats.

PHOTO: DISCOVER NEWPORT

see
Play in the holographic theater
with tennis great Roger Federer at
the International Tennis Hall of
Fame. View a private collection
of some of the rarest and most
remarkable automobiles at Audrain
Auto Museum on Bellevue Avenue.

eat
What is a quahog? A Rhode Island clam. Try it in a
cup of clear broth chowder or in a traditional “stuffie”
made of chopped clams, onions, bacon, peppers,
breadcrumbs and chourico in a clam shell at La Forge
Casino Restaurant, a Newport tradition.
Find murder, mystery, mayhem and a menu at the
Newport Dinner Train. Enjoy the elegant dinner train
experience and help unravel a whodunit on the popular
Murder on the Bellevue Express Dinner Train. Ride and
dine in the grand tradition of the Streamliner era.
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ask
PHOTO: ERIN MCGINN

Discover Newport
Alex Hurd, destination specialist
800-326-6030, ext. 114
discovernewport.org/group-tour

VISIT ROCKETTES.COM/GTM

EMAIL TOURISMSALES@MSG.COM

CALL 212.465.6055

2021 MSG Entertainment Group LLC. All rights reserved.
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PENNSYLVANIA

Located within a former Bethlehem Steel electric
repair shop on the SteelStacks campus, National
Museum of Industrial History interprets industry
past, present and future through exhibits, hands-on
interactives and engaging programs.
Historic Bethlehem Museum & Sites helps
operators create a visit that is customized to a
group’s interests, time frame and price point. Learn
about Bethlehem’s Moravian beginnings, decorative
arts and the rise and fall of Bethlehem Steel.

see
Head to Hoover Mason Trestle at SteelStacks
arts and culture campus. See the blast furnaces
of Bethlehem Steel like only the steel workers
would have. The trestle allows visitors the chance
to wander along an elevated walkway and get an
inside look at the remnants of Bethlehem Steel. This
handicapped-accessible park is open year-round.

PHOTO: DISCOVER LEHIGH VALLEY

cruise

“

Lehigh Valley is excited to welcome the return of
group tours with the Pennsylvania Bus Association
Annual Meeting (Oct. 24–27, 2021) held at Wind
Creek Bethlehem. Hosting this conference provides an
opportunity to meet one-on-one and build relationships
with motorcoach operators while showcasing the diverse
options for group tour business in Lehigh Valley.
—Bree Nidds, vice president of sales, Discover Lehigh Valley

PHOTO: DISCOVER LEHIGH VALLEY/COLIN COLEMAN PHOTOGRAPHY
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tour

”

Take a trip back to America’s age of canals
with a cruise on the Josiah White II canal boat at
the National Canal Museum (June–October).
Two mules tow the boat on part of the old Section
8 of the Lehigh Canal in Hugh Moore Park.

play
Wind Creek Bethlehem, formerly
Sands Bethlehem, features gaming, hotel
accommodations, a spa and salon, live
entertainment, outlet shopping and an array of
award-winning restaurants.

shop
Stop at Josh
Early Candies, a
fifth-generation family
business in Allentown.
At Easton Public
Market, find produce,
handmade confections,
ramen noodle bowls,
locally brewed beer and
baked goods straight
from a brick oven.

ask
Discover Lehigh Valley
610-882-9200
discoverlehighvalley.com

northeast

PHOTO: JOHN DICKINSON PLANTATION

John Dickinson Plantation
paints picture of 18th-century life
John Dickinson Plantation in Dover,
Delaware, is the boyhood home of John
Dickinson, known as the “Penman of the
Revolution.”
Dickinson was one of America’s
Founding Fathers who wrote of freedom
and liberty for all while holding human
beings in bondage.
The plantation is located south of
Dover on the banks of the St. Jones River.
During Dickinson’s lifetime, it grew to
almost 5,000 acres, which included six
landings, marshland, wooded areas and
rich farmland. The main crops were corn,
wheat and flax.
Currently, the John Dickinson Plantation has a brick mansion, reconstructed
farm complex, a slave/tenant house, a
functional smokehouse and a visitor
center. The Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs administers the
historic site.
Gloria Henry, site supervisor, said not
only the wealthy and privileged lived at
the plantation.
“The John Dickinson Plantation was
home both voluntarily and involuntarily

to a variety of people,” Henry said. “We
share the stories of the plantation’s residents: the Dickinsons; tenant farmers; indentured servants; and free and enslaved
Black men, women, and children who
lived, worked and died on the plantation.”
Tours of the plantation enable visitors
to compare and contrast lifestyles of people residing in Kent County, Delaware,
during the 1700s and early 1800s.
John Dickinson Plantation is one of
the sites that comprise the First State
National Historical Park and a member
of the National Underground Railroad
Network to Freedom.
In 2020, the plantation became a
member of the International Coalition of
Sites of Conscience.
Dickinson abstained from the vote
on independence at the Continental
Congress in 1776, allowing it to move
forward unanimously. His view was that
Congress should complete the Articles
of Confederation and secure a foreign
alliance before issuing a declaration. The
colonies, he believed, would need some
sort of governing document to survive a

war. Dickinson served during the Revolutionary War and was governor of both
Delaware and Pennsylvania. After the
revolution, he served as a Delaware delegate to the Constitutional Convention
and signed the U.S. Constitution.
According to Henry, groups traditionally spend 90 minutes to two hours at the
plantation. The mansion is not currently
available for tours. Advance reservations
are required.
Special tours cover politics in Dickinson’s time, social differences and the
enslaved individuals and free Blacks who
lived in the area.
Before COVID-19, groups enjoyed
touring the mansion and outbuildings,
Henry said. Participating in a hands-on
demonstration such as hearth cooking,
sachet making and quill pen writing have
been group favorites. Those activities are
temporarily suspended. n
John Dickinson Plantation
302-739-3277
history.delaware.gov/
john-dickinson-plantation

grouptourmagazine.com
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chautauqua

county

laugh
The National Comedy Center,
the United States’ official cultural
institution dedicated to the art form
of comedy, presents the story of
comedy and preserves its heritage.
With state-of-the-art technology
and immersive exhibits, the center
in Jamestown is a true 21st-century
museum environment.
The center operates the Lucille
Ball-Desi Arnaz Museum, which
explores the lives, careers and legacy
of the “First Couple of Comedy.”
Lucille Ball was born in Jamestown.

learn
Set next to Chautauqua Lake,
Chautauqua Institution is a
summer community for the arts,
education, religion and recreation
that offers intellectual and spiritual
growth and renewal. Experiences
can be designed for day-trippers,
groups on tight schedules or those
desiring a structured or longer
experience.

sip
The Lake Erie Wine Country
Wine Trail is 53 miles long and
runs amid 30,000 acres of vineyards
along the shoreline of Lake Erie in
western New York and Pennsylvania.
More than 20 wineries offer tours
and tastings.
Schedule a group visit at the
Grape Discovery Center in
Westfield. The center is the official
visitor’s center for the Lake Erie
Concord Grape Belt. Discover the
story of the Concord grape and 150
years of grape growing in the Lake
Erie region.
PHOTOS: CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY VISITORS BUREAU
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NEW YORK

“

The Chautauqua-Lake Erie region of New York state
offers a unique blend of cultural attractions, home grown
food and beverage options, and beautiful lakeside settings.
—Andrew Nixon, director of the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau

”

discover
Explore the operational Dunkirk Lighthouse and admire
Lake Erie from the observation deck.

cruise

ask

Take a steamship adventure on the Chautauqua Belle,
the largest vessel on Chautauqua Lake. The steam-powered
stern-wheeler welcomes motorcoach tours; arrangements for
groups must be made in advance.

Chautauqua County
Visitors Bureau
866-908-4569
tourchautauqua.com

southeast

CHURCHILL DOWNS

Louisville

Spirited Kentucky city buzzes with experiences
By Courtney Birchmeier Photos courtesy Louisville Tourism

S

ituated on the Kentucky/Indiana
border along the Ohio River,
Louisville offers the best of the South
and the Midwest, while also giving
visitors an authentic experience unmatched anywhere else. The city is
known for many things — bourbon, for
one, but also as the home of Muhammad
Ali, the Kentucky Derby, the University of
Louisville and Louisville Slugger baseball
bats. Groups visiting Louisville will find
plentiful itinerary options that appeal to
all interests.
“This is one of the most exciting cities
you’ll ever eat, drink, explore and meet
in,” said Saundra Robertson, tourism sales
manager at Louisville Tourism. “With a
central downtown, vibrant neighborhoods
and great walkability, Louisville offers
a hospitality ‘spirit’ like none other. As
anyone who comes here soon discovers,
Louisville is one of the most uniquely
authentic and friendly destinations on the
planet. We’re an entirely different type of
Southern.”
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Back in the saddle

As the country began to reopen earlier
this year, travelers looked to Louisville as
the Kentucky Derby welcomed spectators
back to Churchill Downs after the 2020
race took place without fans.
“After safely and successfully hosting
the nation’s longest annually held sporting
event with 52,000 fans at the 2021 Ken-

CHURCHILL DOWNS

tucky Derby, Louisville’s tourism industry
is back in the saddle and ready to help
you take the reins of planning your visit,”
Robertson said.
Since 1875, Churchill Downs has been
the home of the Kentucky Derby, the first
leg of the Triple Crown of thoroughbred
horse racing. The Derby is held annually
on the first Saturday in May. Churchill
Downs offers a variety of group tour experiences on Derby day, on its more than 70
live race days and on non-race days.
Next door, Kentucky Derby Museum
shares the tradition, history, hospitality
and pride of the world-renowned event.
The museum offers two floors of interactive exhibits, guided historic walking
tours at Churchill Downs Racetrack and
an 18-minute movie The Greatest Race
— presented on a 360-degree, 4K screen.
Premium group tour options include
exclusive breakfasts at the racetrack,
make-your-own Derby hat experiences, horticulture tours and curator talks,
among others.

Bourbon at its best

The state of Kentucky produces 95% of
the world’s supply of bourbon, and much
of that comes from Louisville, aka Bourbon
City. Louisville’s bourbon history dates to
1783, when Evan Williams first marketed his
whiskey to the city. A portion of Main Street
was even called “Whiskey Row” up until
Prohibition in the 1920s. A century later,
Louisville is again brimming with distilleries
and bourbon-themed restaurants, attractions,
accommodations and events.

NS

Iconic attractions

Louisville is bursting with things to do.
With more than 120 attractions, the city offers
a nice variety of options for visitors.
Louisville’s Main Street also goes by the
name Museum Row — and for good reason.
Seven popular museums reside along Main
Street, all within four walking blocks of each
other.
Museum Row attractions include Evan
Williams Bourbon Experience, Frazier
History Museum, Kentucky Center for the
Performing Arts, KMAC Museum, Kentucky
Science Center, Muhammad Ali Center and
Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory. Even if
groups can’t fit all the museums into the itinerary, Museum Row stops feature great photo
ops, like the 120-foot-tall baseball bat leaning
against the Louisville Slugger Museum, or the
four-story bourbon bottle in the front window of Evan Williams Bourbon Experience.

NEW
AND
NOTEWORTHY
In March, Louisville Tourism
launched its Unfiltered Truth
Collection, which features
eight immersive experiences
that honor the many African
American men and women who
labored to make Louisville the
place it is today. Visitors will
hear perspectives and histories
they may never have heard
before, straight and unfiltered.
An ongoing development is
Waterfront Botanical Gardens,
which is in its first phase of
a three-phase master plan.
Construction is complete for
the Graeser Family Education
Center and Beargrass
Creek Pathway, with more
development underway.

DID YOU KNOW?

ANGEL’S ENVY

“There are seven bourbon attractions
within walking distance of the downtown
convention center and more than 40 stops to
try on the Urban Bourbon Trail®️, an elevated ‘pub crawl,’ which will have you sipping
Kentucky’s finest at local establishments, each
stocked with at least 60 different bourbons,”
Robertson said. “Don’t forget to try Louisville’s official cocktail, the Old Fashioned.”
Many options exist when it comes to bourbon experiences for groups. Evan Williams
Bourbon Experience, Old Forester Distilling
Company and Angel’s Envy are just a few that
offer tours, tastings and classes.
At the Frazier History Museum, groups
will find the “Spirit of Kentucky” exhibit,
which explores the history, craft and culture
of Kentucky bourbon. The museum also is
home to the Kentucky Bourbon Trail® Welcome Center, the Official Starting Point of the
Kentucky Bourbon Trail®.

BELLE OF LOUISVILLE

Beyond Museum Row, another Louisville
icon is the Belle of Louisville. A National Historic Landmark, the Belle has been
cruising for more than a century and is the
only remaining authentic steamboat from the
great American packet boat era on American
waterways. A newer sister vessel, the Mary M.
Miller, offers old-fashioned charm with modern amenities. Belle of Louisville Riverboats
presents sightseeing, lunch and dinner cruises
on the Ohio River and dockside events; both
vessels are available for charter. n

– You’ll hear Louisville
pronounced several ways.
“LOO-ee-vill” is one way, which
corresponds with the city’s
namesake King Louis XVI. But
many claim “LOO-a-vul” to be
the correct way.
– Louisville is one of only
a handful of U.S. cities with a
professional full-time orchestra,
opera, ballet, children’s theatre,
dinner theatre and Broadway
Series.
– Louisville is home to
over 2,500 independent
restaurants, serving up a
variety of fare, from farm-totable and modernist cuisine to
country cooking and timeless
regional food specialties.
– Louisville holds the
nickname “City of Parks,” as
it’s home to 18 Frederick Law
Olmsted parks.

Louisville Tourism
502-560-1496
gotolouisville.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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Tour iconic hatmaker’s Gilded Age estate
Florida’s first Gilded Age luxury estate
was built in DeLand for famed hatmaker
John B. Stetson in 1886.
“The largest and grandest home in
Florida before 1900 was also the most
advanced, the first to be designed with
electricity, steam heat and hot and cold
running water,” said Michael Solari,
co-owner and architectural historian of
the mansion.
On a guided group tour, explore three
floors that include Victorian, Moorish
and Gothic elements throughout. No
rooms of the home are off limits.
“Visitors are treated like guests and even
invited to sit on the furniture,” Solari said.
The mansion boasts 10,000 panes of
original glass keyhole windows and 16
patterns of the nation’s most rare parquet
wood floors. The rest of the estate’s 2.3

acres feature gardens, gazebos, fountains, patios, pools, a schoolhouse and a
carriage house.
“Guests will enjoy commentary that
includes history and restoration details,” Solari said. “They will experience
a stunning mansion where 95% of the
original building is preserved while every
modern convenience has seamlessly been
incorporated for modern living.”
Built in a Polynesian style, the schoolhouse was created for the Stetson children.
Today, the structure is a Zen guesthouse
and includes a meditation garden next to it.
The original carriage house is no longer a part of the current estate, but a new
one was built to replicate the mansion’s
architecture. The green house, however,
sits in its original placement and was
updated after being in disrepair.

Stetson Manion’s “Christmas Spectacular!” was named the No. 1 Holiday
Home Tour in Florida and the No. 3
Holiday Home Tour in America by USA
Today.
“Elegant displays in 10 themed rooms
are completely different each year,” Solari
said. “The Christmas tour is on Fodors and
Bob Vila’s top 10 lists, so it does sell out.”
Christmas tours operate Nov. 1 to Jan.
16 and can handle groups of up to 100
per tour time.
Stetson Mansion is a National Historic
Place and named Florida’s Most Historic
Home. Guides can accommodate groups
of up to 25 at a time. n
Stetson Mansion
386-873-0167
stetsonmansion.com

PHOTO: NEAL SMITH/COURTESY OF STETSON MANSION
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We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips ﬂy as we
create bats for baseball’s best,
enjoy engaging exhibits and
take home free mini-bats! We
can customize your tour based
on your group’s interest and are
proud to partner with other local
favorites to offer dining and
attraction packages.

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates
Custom group tours
Package tours also available

Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com
502.588.7227

Don’t miss a bloomin’ thing.

Colonial
Christmas
Lunch
&Tour
DECEMBER 6-10
AND 13-17
$35 PER PERSON

RESERVE YOUR SEATS
BY CALLING

(205) 665-3535
EXT. 1031

Open Daily, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
251-973-2217 • bellingrath.org

Theodore, AL

3727 HIGHWAY 119
MONTEVALLO, AL 35115
AMERICANVILLAGE.ORG
grouptourmagazine.com
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Discover endless history in Hatfield McCoy Country
Known as “Hatfield McCoy Feud
Country,” Pikeville-Pike County, Kentucky,
gives a one-of-a-kind glimpse into these
feuding families with a self-guided tour
provided by Pike County Tourism CVB.
“Out itineraries are versatile enough
to accommodate various types of group
tours, with versions of our attractions for
faith-based groups, history buffs, thrill
seekers, bourbon and moonshine drinkers, and everything in between,” said Jay
Shepherd, marketing director at Pike
County Tourism CVB.
The Hatfield-McCoy Feud Tour —
motorcoach friendly — features the
infamous sites where the families worked,
lived and fought. Visit the gravesites of
the feudists, stop at feud sites like Hog
Trail Cabin and PawPaw Tree Sites and
see artifacts, including the bullets fired in
the New Year’s Eve attack. Groups can also
take an airboat ride along the Tug River,
known as the battle line between the families. A downloadable brochure is available
on the CVB’s website, providing details
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and directions on each stop and a brief
historical background on the families.
“We also offer free step-on guide
services,” Shepherd said. “Our visitors
will drink from the McCoy Well; hold a
gun on a Hatfield; sit on the porch of the
Hog Trail Cabin; sing hymns in one of
our historic, stained glass-laden churches
and more.”
In addition, Pike County lies along
the Country Music Highway and is close
to Butcher Hollow, the birthplace of
legendary music artist Loretta Lynn. Tour
the home and see Loretta Lynn memorabilia while experiencing the humble
beginnings of one of country music’s
greatest stars.
Nearby is Breaks Interstate Park —
one of only two interstate parks in the
nation, spanning Pike County and Haysi,
Virginia.
“The Breaks is lovingly known as
the ‘Grand Canyon of the South’ for its
impressive 1,000-foot-deep canyon that
provides breathtaking views throughout

the seasons,” Shepherd said.
The region is also home to other notable stops for groups, like the Stone Heritage Museum and Big Sandy Heritage
Museum. Elkhorn City is rich in railroad
history, while Stone is where Henry Ford
operated a coal mining empire.
With several hotels located in the region, finding lodging is made simple with
the assistance of Pike County Tourism
CVB.
“We work to provide our group tour
operators with the best pricing for our
lodging as well, with the Hatfield and
McCoy historic sites and some other attractions being free admission for guests
when booking through us,” Shepherd
said. “If you spend two nights lodging
with us, we will provide live entertainment for your arrival night, free of charge
and with no hidden cost.” n
Pike County Tourism CVB
606-432-5063
tourpikecounty.com/motorcoaches

PHOTO: PIKE COUNTY TOURISM CVB
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discover
Biloxi and the surrounding
coast’s seafaring history and culture
is celebrated at the Maritime &
Seafood Industry Museum.
Exhibits feature wooden boats
and seafood factory artifacts, and
galleries highlight the environment
of coastal Mississippi and hurricane
factoids. Groups can book a ride on
one of the Biloxi schooners, too.
The Ohr-O’Keefe Museum
of Art was named for Mississippi
master potter George Ohr. Both
temporary and permanent exhibits,
focus on ceramics and preserve
the heritage of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast. The museum includes a
store, ceramics studio and rental
events spaces ideal for groups.

“

MISSISSIPPI

Biloxi and the surrounding Coastal Mississippi region offers
endless opportunities for adventure and relaxation in equal
measure. The Secret Coast’s temperate climate, astounding natural
beauty and diverse array of offerings make Coastal Mississippi the
perfect year-round destination for groups of all sizes.

”

—Patrick Clay, director of communications and engagement, Coastal Mississippi

explore
Immerse in Biloxi’s abundant outdoor
beauty through a number of attractions and
experiences. The Crosby Arboretum offers
groups a look at the three basic habitats found in
the region’s ecosystem — Savanna, Woodland
and Aquatic.
Take a tour through coastal Mississippi’s
waterways with Eco-Tours of South
Mississippi or Gulf Coast Gator Ranch &
Airboat Swamp Tours. Two-hour interpretive
tours introduce groups to the natural
surroundings of the swamps and marshes of the
lower Pascagoula River with Eco-Tours of South
Mississippi. Gulf Coast Gator Ranch has swamp
boat tours as well as walking tours.
A must-see, Gulf Islands National
Seashore not only boasts bountiful wildlife and
plants, but also a rich vacationing history. Rangerled programs are available for groups.
PHOTOS: COASTAL MISSISSIPPI
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ask
Coastal Mississippi
228-280-3133
gulfcoast.org
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DISCOVER
THE DIFFERENCE
Downtown St. Joseph

St. Joseph is home to 13 distinctive area museums, 12 annual
festivals, amazing architecture listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, and small town hospitality with plenty of
amenities. You’ll also find great outdoor recreation throughout
48 parks, 26 miles of beautiful Parkway, outdoor concerts, and
an arts culture unlike any other.

Preserving St. Joseph’s
unique history

ite
Walter Cronk ial
Memor

JUST AROUND THE CORNER
Located at the crossroads of Interstate 29 and MO Highway 36
and only 30 minutes from North Kansas City, puts St. Joseph
within easy driving distance of over 17 metropolitan areas.
Past | Present | Future

For customized itineraries, contact: Gracia Pinzino, Group Sales Manager
stjomo.com/grouptour | 800-785-0360 | gpinzino@stjomo.com

• NATURE.
SOCIAL DISTANCING BY
grouptourmagazine.com
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Reconstructed buildings, immersive activities
highlight Founding Father’s home
Venture through the final home and
burial place of Founding Father Patrick
Henry in Brookneal, Virginia.
“Red Hill currently maintains over
1,000 of Patrick Henry’s original acres,
which has several walking trails, including the Quarter Place Trail, which is
where the enslaved and later free-black
population lived from the late 1700s
into the early 20th century,” said Caitlin
Curtis, director of education & donor
systems at Red Hill.
While touring, groups will see
Henry’s original law office and gravesite,
reconstructed home, blacksmith shop,
Colonial kitchen and a number of other
outbuildings.

Quarter Place Trail includes a cemetery where it is believed many enslaved
people and their descendants were
buried. On the trail, groups will also see
a reconstructed cabin representing the
living conditions of the enslaved people
as well as a tobacco curing barn.
“Several events are scheduled each
year, including a Naturalization Ceremony; Patrick Henry’s Birthday; Independence Day Celebration; Bluegrass,
Barbecue & Brew Festival; and Christmas
Open House, among others,” Curtis said.
Living History Days, available
throughout the year, are a favorite for
groups; with hands-on activities and live
demonstrations, groups will get a glimpse

PHOTO: PATRICK HENRY’S RED HILL

of what Colonial life was like.
Fashion plates and bowls using the
pottery wheel and see how cooking was
done over a fire before electricity. Learn
about the process of creating clothing
from natural fibers and discover what a
Colonial doctor would give someone for

PHOTO: CLARK LUPTON
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a fever or broken bone.
“As a Founding Father, first elected
and five-time governor of Virginia, and
firebrand of the American Revolution,
Red Hill tours highlight Patrick Henry’s
importance in American history, as well as
his private life as a family man here at his
‘garden spot of the world,’” Curtis said.
Curtis said groups who book in
advance receive discounted rates as well
as a guided tour at no extra cost. At the
time of publication, groups are required
to social distance and wear masks. n
Patrick Henry’s Red Hill
434-376-2044
redhill.org

170
ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar
Chocolate Fountain
Only 3 miles from Alabama Theater
& 7 miles from Broadway At The Beach

MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM
FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS CALL:

843.839.2292

GiantCrab.com

PHOTO: PATRICK HENRY’S RED HILL

9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC

YOUR GROUP
BELONGS AT
VisitMyrtleBeach.com/Groups
grouptourmagazine.com
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Get a taste of Tennessee whiskey in Lynchburg
The Jack Daniel Distillery is the first
registered distillery in the United States
and is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.
The Lynchburg, Tennessee, distillery
is, surprisingly, located in Moore County,
which is a dry county. With no package
liquor sales and no bars, Jack Daniel’s is
the only place to get liquor in the county.
“As we are a true working distillery,
groups will get to experience the art of
our whiskey making firsthand while
learning about our rich history,” said
Emily Sledge, guest experiences & operations manager at the Jack Daniel Visitor
Center. “Each tour begins at our Visitor
Center and takes guests through each
step of our process. After a short bus ride

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY
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through our town square, groups will be
dropped off to begin their 1/3-mile walk
back through the distillery led by one of
our seasoned tour guides.”
While on tour, groups will see the rick
yard where stacks of hard sugar maple are
burnt to create the charcoal the whiskey
is mellowed through.
“Next, groups will visit our cave
spring,” Sledge said. “This is where we
get our water to make every drop of Jack
Daniel’s made and distributed to 170-plus
countries throughout the world.”
Tours also stop by the distillery’s
barrel making area where they see how
the American white oak barrels are made.
Tours finish at the historic George Green
Barrel House, now an event and tasting

room.
The best way to finish up a tour of the
distillery is with a tasting.
The Flight of Jack tasting tour provides a flight of six of Jack Daniel’s most
well-known whiskeys at George Green
Barrel House. Also taking place there
is the Angel’s Share tasting tour, where
groups will try the distillery’s single
barrel collection and two limited edition
whiskeys.
Spend the remainder of the day in
Lynchburg. Book a group lunch or dinner
at Miss Bobo’s, the distillery’s restaurant 
— once a boarding house.
“Stop by the Lynchburg Hardware &
General Store, the official Jack Daniel’s
store,” Sledge said. “From T-shirts and
hats to glasses and barrel wood products,
it is a one-stop shop for all Jack Daniel’s
merchandise.”
During the pandemic, most tours
have ranged between 10 and 20 guests.
The distillery can make special accommodations for larger groups.
“Over 150 years ago, Jack came to
the hollow to build his distillery and
follow his lifelong passion and we are
still here today, welcoming guests daily
and making friends of Jack,” Sledge said.
“Our experience is equal parts fun and
educational and offers something for
everyone.” n
Jack Daniel Distillery
931-759-6357
jackdaniels.com

The

WILDHORSE SALOON
THE NASHVILLE EXPERIENCE

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US!
Located on historic 2nd Avenue
in the heart of downtown.

NOW

OPEN

Originally constructed in 1875, one fourteen at the
Wildhorse offers over 11,000 sq. ft. of flexible
meeting and event space. Featuring original
exposed brick, hardwood floors, private board
room, a giant skylight on the third floor, nostalgic
decor and incredible views of the Cumberland
River, one fourteen at the Wildhorse is the perfect
venue for your retreat, reception or special event.

• 3 FLOORS • 66,000 SQ FT •
• LARGEST DANCE FLOOR IN NASHVILLE •

GROUP MENUS

L I V E E N T E R TA I N M E N T

L I N E DA N C I N G

For more information, visit
onefourteenwildhorse.com

INFO & BOOKING: NATALIE VINCENT
natalie.vincent@wildhorsesaloon.com

Group booking ensures no waiting in line, no cover
charge, private reserved seating and dedicated
servers. A minimum of 20 people required for
a group booking. Advanced reservations
required, based on availability.

wildhorsesaloon.com
120 2nd Ave N, Nashville, TN 37201

southeast

Groups invited to ‘See America’s Story’
at The Booth Western Art Museum
The largest display of Western art in the
nation can be found at The Booth Western
Art Museum in Cartersville, Georgia.
“The Booth also has a signed letter
and photograph of every President of the
United States and are anxiously awaiting
on President Biden’s letter and photo,”
said Tiffany Hughes, volunteer manager
and scheduler at the museum.
Discounts are available for groups of
10 or more, as well as private docent-led

tours upon request. Tours can additionally be catered to a group’s interest.
Temporary and permanent collections,
modern-day works by American Indians,
outdoor sculpture and so much more make
up Georgia’s second-largest museum.
See over 100 traditional Western paintings and sculpture in the American West
Gallery. Explore cowboys and cowgirls
at work in the Frank Harding Gallery.
Admire more than 150 American Indian

artifacts in the Native Hands Gallery. Each
is part of the museum’s permanent collection — featuring a total of nine galleries.
Opened in late July, “Graham Hobart:
Out of Africa and Into the West” highlights the works of black-and-white photographer Graham Hobart. The exhibit is
available through Jan. 23, 2022.
Other temporary exhibits coming to
the museum include “Yellowstone Waterfalls” by M.C. Poulsen, Nancy Dunlop
Cawdrey’s “Forever Glacier” and “Sweet
Tea VI: Toast to Texas” — among others.
“Our temporary exhibitions change
approximately every four months, which
always provides something new to see at
the Booth,” Hughes said.
Guests can also visit the museum’s
website or YouTube channel to see 3D
video tours of current and past exhibitions. Artist interviews and art lessons are
also available online.

The Booth’s award-wining café is open
Tuesday through Saturday and offers
group lunch options.
“We are conveniently located near to
all our sister museums — Tellus, Bartow
History Museum and the Savoy,” Hughes
said. “We are well-positioned in our
downtown area, which offers numerous
restaurants and shops.” n

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF THE BOOTH WESTERN ART MUSEUM
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The Booth Western Art Museum
770-387-1300
boothmuseum.org

Shannon Air Museum | Spotsylvania

THE PERFECT GROUP TOUR.
RIGHT OFF THE BEATEN PATH.
Come face to face with history, explore the arts, wineries,
breweries, the great outdoors and award-winning dining.
visitfred.com/groups

southeast

Toltec Mounds Archeological State Park
interprets prehistoric culture
In Scott, Arkansas, lies a structural
feat over 1,000 years old. This National
Historic Landmark is known as Toltec
Mounds Archeological State Park, which
preserves and interprets a place cherished
by ancient American Indians.
“These mound builders, the Plum
Bayou people, built 18 mounds and an
embarkment wall around them to create
a sacred ceremonial site from AD 650 to
1050,” said Amy Griffin, a park interpreter at Toltec Mounds. “The only clues
to this group’s way of life is through the
items it left behind.”
Today, only three mounds remain.
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The name “Toltec” is a misnomer given
its location in its early history, the same
name given to the native people from
Mexico.
“Through studying artifacts that were
left behind by the Plum Bayou people,
archeologists figured out this culture
was not from Mexico, but instead it was
in alignment with native cultures of the
southeastern United States,” Griffin said.
Guided tours of the park are discounted
for groups of 15 or more (currently capped
at 30 at the time of publication) and should
be made in advance. A guided tour with a
supplemental program provides a deep dive

into not only the people who lived there
more than a millennium ago, but also the
science and technology behind the building
of these large structures.
The visitor center includes a museum
with numerous exhibits showcasing artifacts from the site. Plaques give insight
into the objects themselves and how they
related to the Plum Bayou way of life.
“The park also has the Plum Bayou garden where visitors can see and
learn about plants the prehistoric native
peoples were using for food and textiles,”
Griffin said.
Two trails offer additional chances to

southeast

explore the park and both are easy hikes.
The Plum Bayou Trail is the longest, at
1.6 miles long, and the Knapp Trail is
ADA accessible.
Toltec Mounds Archeological State
Park also features a visitor center meeting
room as well as an enclosed climate-controlled pavilion, perfect for group
meeting space. Contact the park to make
reservations. n
Toltec Mounds
Archeological State Park
501-961-9442
arkansasstateparks.com

PHOTO: MRTWV.ORG

Evolution of radio, communication
equipment displayed at
Huntington museum
What was once Harveytown Elementary School is now the Museum of Radio
& Technology — located in Huntington,
West Virginia.
It was in 1991 that the Antique Radio
Club in Charleston bought the school.
Club members began donating what
now make up the majority of the original
pieces found at the 10,000-square-foot
museum.
“The museum is laid out in such a way
that your tour will take you through this
history of technology,” said Mark Killen,
treasurer of the museum.
Groups start out in the 1920s room,
where the first device to record the spoken word is located.
“You will see working examples of
wax cylinder players, record players,
TRF radios and a working example of
early crystal radios,” Killen said. “From
there the museum walks you through the
further development of superheterodyne
radios and test equipment.”
Learn about the transition from tube
radios to the development of transistors
and explore the evolution of early televisions. Groups can sit in an actual radio

PHOTO: ARKANSAS TOURISM

DJ booth and play with the controls, too.
Groups will also see the second-largest Gilbert Toy exhibit in the country —
featuring four of the most dangerous toys
ever invented.
“Hint: the most dangerous toy involved nuclear energy,” Killen said.
Other amazing objects on display
include an 80-pound hard drive, 1980s laptop, WWII military radios and much more.
The museum tour wraps up with the
West Virginia Broadcasting Hall of Fame.
See memorabilia and explore how these
broadcasters contributed to radio and
broadcasting’s cultural heritage.
At the time of publication, the museum is open with limited hours and capacity. The Museum of Radio & Technology
regularly hosts free group tours; however,
groups of 35 or more are charged $3 per
person. Killen suggested groups plan an
hour and a half for a tour, although tours
can range anywhere between one to three
hours, dependent on group desires. n
Museum of Radio & Technology
304-525-8890
mrtwv.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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knoxville

TENNESSEE

go

“

Being the hub of the region, Knoxville
offers an urban playground of historic
buildings, locally owned retail and dining
amenities for all tastes. But with Knoxville’s
Urban Wilderness and the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park nearby, you get
the best of both worlds in scenic beauty and
outdoor adventure, too.
—Sarah Rowan,

”

senior director of convention sales & marketing, Visit Knoxville

Dive into history, art and science at
a number of Knoxville attractions.
Knoxville Museum of Art
celebrates Eastern Tennessee art and
artists through a variety of temporary,
special exhibits. At the time of
publication, the museum is offering
small, self-guided tours.
African lions, Hamadryas
baboons, North American black bears
and so many other amazing animals
await groups at Zoo Knoxville.
Behind-the-scenes tours allow groups
to feed a red panda or visit a 150-yearold tortoise. The zoo features four
eateries located throughout the
grounds.
Award-winning exhibits at East
Tennessee History Center’s
museum highlight furniture, paintings,
Civil War items, quilts and more that
tell the story of Eastern Tennessee.

do
Immerse in Knoxville culture
and nature through a number of
guided and self-guided group
tours. Investigate haunted sites with
Haunted Knoxville Ghost Tours. Dine
at some of Knoxville’s favorite eateries
with a step-on guide from Knoxville
Food Tours.

explore
In 2022, Knoxville will celebrate the 40th anniversary of hosting the World’s Fair. Special events
start next spring, many at World’s Fair Park — the original site of the fair. The park is home to the
Sunsphere Observation Deck, which offers 360-degree views of the surrounding area.
PHOTOS: VISIT KNOXVILLE
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ask
Visit Knoxville
865-523-7263
visitknoxville.com

southeast

Florida natural history unfolds at
University of Florida’s Gainesville campus
Other exhibits inside the museum
include “Florida Fossils: Evolution of Life
and Land,” “Northwest Florida: Waterways & Wildlife” and “South Florida
People & Environments.”
“Northwest Florida: Waterways &
Wildlife” exhibit dives into the state’s water habitats through immersive displays
on a hammock forest, cave, seepage bog,
rivers and tidal marsh islands.
A full-scale mangrove forest and an
underwater walk-through tell the story of
how some of the richest ecosystems supported the livelihoods of the Calusa people
in the “South Florida People & Environments.” Groups can enter a palm-thatched
Calusa leader’s house and roam the Native
American Legacy Gallery — home to a
1,000-year-old painting of a woodpecker.
The museum’s outdoor exhibits offer

Housing more than 40 million specimens and artifacts, the Florida Museum
of Natural History — located in Gainesville — offers discounted rates for groups
of 10 or more.
“Visitors to the exhibits facility on the
UF campus can enjoy hundreds of exotic,
live butterflies in the award-winning
“Butterfly Rainforest” exhibit; witness a
South Florida Calusa Indian welcoming
ceremony; experience a life-size limestone cave; and enjoy fossil skeletons, including a mammoth and mastodon from
the last ice age,” said Kaitlin Gardiner,
marketing manager at the museum.
The world-renowned “Butterfly Rainforest” exhibit is one of few outdoor enclosed
exhibits with native and non-native butterflies. In addition to the many butterflies,
groups will see birds, turtles and fish.

information on butterfly-friendly gardening and glimpses of living “ancient” plants.
In the Fossil Plant Garden, groups will
awe at a fossilized tree that is 18 million
years old. Some of the plants in the garden are as old as 425 million years.
The Florida Museum of Natural
History is located on the University of
Florida’s campus in Gainesville at the UF
Cultural Plaza, which is also home to the
Harn Museum of Art.
“This allows groups to explore two
unique museums in one day,” Gardiner said.
When visiting the natural history
museum, the host of the group and the
motorcoach driver receive free admission. n
Florida Museum of Natural History
352-273-2027
floridamuseum.ufl.edu

Customize Your
Group Experience
I-77

I-81

I-81

I-77

1-866-892-3239
VisitWytheville.com/Group-Tours
grouptourmagazine.com
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fayetteville

NORTH CAROLINA

W

learn
Home to the world’s largest
military base, Fayetteville is the
place to immerse in American
military history — past and
present.
Dive into military training
history and honor the feats of the
nation’s Airborne and Special
Operations soldiers at the U.S.
Army Airborne & Special
Operations Museum. Exhibits
on the early days of the Parachute
Test Platoon all the way through
the War on Terrorism recount
actual events through life-size
re-creations. Guided tours are
available for groups.
Located on Fort Bragg,
the 82nd Airborne Division
War Memorial Museum is
the second-oldest U.S. army
museum in the country. Exhibits
tell the story of the 82nd Airborne
Division through a self-guided
exhibit gallery, museum theater,
The Airborne Airpark and more.
Fort Bragg is also available to
visit. Check its website to find
updates on COVID-19 visitor
policies.
Find a comprehensive list of
other military sites on Fayetteville
Area Convention & Visitors
Bureau’s website. Destinations
include modern-day, Civil War
and Revolutionary War era sites.

explore
Agrotourism is plentiful
in Fayetteville and Cumberland
County; take a tour, pick berries
and enjoy the farming culture of
the region at a number of local
farms.

tour
Take a guided tour of the
80-acre Cape Fear Botanical
Garden — home to numerous
specialty gardens, water features,
sprawling trails and beautiful plant
varieties.

Welcome to Fayetteville, NC, ‘America’s Hometown.’ Directly off I-95,
you’ll discover the rich role our area played in our country’s history,
blended with a variety of dining and entertainment opportunities. You
are invited to tour our art galleries, museums and gardens!”
—Angie Brady, director of tourism, Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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ask
Fayetteville Area
Convention & Visitors Bureau
910-483-5311
visitfayettevillenc.com

We’ve Been Planning

Your Tour Since 1753

Centrally located in North Carolina, Winston-Salem is easy to get
to and even easier to navigate. Enjoy touring our vibrant nightlife,
historical museums, heirloom gardens, a Moravian Culinary Trail, art,
culture, shopping, and more—all within a walkable city center. And
with 5,000 hotel rooms—including 1,200 downtown—our city welcomes
groups of all sizes. Come see why we were voted as one of Forbes’
“Top 10 Best Downtowns!”
SIP & SAVOR

TOUR

DISCOVER

Yadkin Valley Wineries

Historic Homes & Gardens

Moravian Culinary Trail

For Details and Group Itineraries, Contact:
Kay Calzolari, CTIS

Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com

336.728.4237

west

Western railroads

worth a ride — or two
By Kate O’Neil
Chug through
national parks
and scenic
vistas boasting
mountains, desert
and enormous
trees. Groups will
discover the West’s
rugged history while
enjoying diverse
views on a railroad
excursion.

WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE RAILWAY
PHOTO: WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE
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White Pass & Yukon Route Railway
Skagway, Alaska
White Pass & Yukon Route (WPYR)
Railway’s beginning dates to the Klondike
Gold Rush. Construction began on the
narrow-gauge railroad in 1898 and today, it
is one of Alaska’s top attractions and offers
some of the most majestic views of rugged
North America.
All aboard vintage passenger coaches, the
Summit Excursion boasts sights like mountains, glaciers, waterfalls, gorges and historic
sites — like the original Klondike Trail of
1898. A train tour across Skagway to Carcross,
Yukon, can be included with a motorcoach

trip along scenic Klondike highway on the
Bennett Scenic Journey. Groups will then
reach Bennett, British Columbia — only accessible via the White Pass Train or by hiking
the Chilkoot Trail.
A number of excursions are perfect for
hikers, with the chance to get out at certain
trailheads to explore the environment and
learn more about the history of the railway
and region.
While WPYR’s summer 2020 and 2021
seasons were met with unforeseen changes
and uncertainties, the railway plans to be back
in full swing come summer 2022. Call the
railway to make a group reservation.
800-343-7373, wpyr.com

Roaring Camp Railroad
Felton, California
Two Roaring Camp Railroad trains await
to whisk groups away through the California
redwoods.
With the Redwood Forest Steam Train,
groups will chug through redwood groves to
the summit of Bear Mountain while conductors narrate the history of Roaring Camp. Depart from the Santa Cruz Mountains on the
Santa Cruz Beach Train, with a destination
of the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. Groups
will travel across a 1909 steel truss bridge and
through an 1875 tunnel.
Under normal business operations, Roaring Camp Railroad can accommodate groups
of virtually any size. Contact the railroad to
inquire about reservations and private group
options. 831-335-4484, roaringcamp.com
Grand Canyon Railway & Hotel
Williams, Arizona
There are six ways to ride through Grand
Canyon country with Grand Canyon Railway & Hotel. Whether Pullman Class or in
the Luxury Dome, groups will see close-ups
of the terrain change — from high desert to
pine.
From its humble beginnings in 1901,
the railway today provides entertainment at
the train depots as well as on board. Enjoy
reclining seats, grand picture windows and
snacks in First Class. The Observation Dome
— a streamliner-era dome — offers elevated
views of the region. Each car has a Passenger
Service Attendant who shares facts about
Grand Canyon country. Guests might just
enjoy live music, too.
Groups of 20 or more receive discounted
tickets for train rides. Grand Canyon Railway
& Hotel partners with a number of Grand
Canyon motorcoach tour operators and can
help plan a tour inside the national park after
a day or multi-day train excursion.
800-843-8724, thetrain.com

The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes
Peak Cog Railway
Manitou Springs, Colorado
Reopened to the public in May, The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway
features a new track, trains, depot, cog and a
re-envisioned, state-of-the-art visitor center at
the summit of Pikes Peak. A National Historic
Landmark, the summit inspired Katharine Lee
Bates’ “America the Beautiful.”
Begin the journey at the Manitou Depot
and board the cog to the summit of Pikes Peak.
Groups will get views of mountain ranges,
wildlife and the mining town of Cripple Creek.
The Pikes Peak Visitor Center features interpretive exhibits highlighting everything from the
mountain’s history to conservation initiatives.
Unobstructed views allow groups to enjoy the
beauty of the summit both inside and outside
of the visitor center — with large, panoramic
windows and the exterior interpretive loop.
Group rates are available for groups of
25 or more. 719-685-5401, cograilway.com

WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE RAILWAY
PHOTO: WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE

ROARING CAMP RAILROAD

PHOTO: ROARING CAMP RAILROAD

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY & HOTEL
PHOTO: XANTERRA TRAVEL COLLECTION

1880 Train
Hill City and Keystone, South Dakota
Discover the beauty of the Black Hills
on an old-fashioned train trip with the 1880
Train. This two-hour, narrated round trip between Hill City and Keystone can be enjoyed
on either the diesel or steam engines — one
being over 100 years old.
See wooded canyons, meadows, abundant
wildlife and remnants of old mines. The train
will pass through National Forest Service land a
number of times, too. The host will discuss the
history of the railroad, information on the trains,
the Black Hills and other points of interest.
Groups of over 20 that book in advance
receive discounted rates. Food and drink
options are available at both depots and onboard. Groups are also able to fully customize
their itineraries by combining any of the
departure and return train times.
605-574-2222, 1880train.com

THE BROADMOOR MANITOU
AND PIKES PEAK COG RAILWAY
PHOTO: THE BROADMOOR MANITOU
AND PIKES PEAK COG RAILWAY

WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE RAILWAY
PHOTO: WHITE PASS & YUKON ROUTE
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“

When groups come
for wine country and hop
country experiences, they
find a wealth of other
cultural and outdoor
activities to share. The
Yakima Valley is perfectly
situated with outdoor
adventure in every direction.
Groups can fish, float,
paddle, hike, bike and climb
all in a day.

yakima
valley

WASHINGTON

”

discover

—Jennifer Martinkus,
marketing manager and media and trade
relations, Yakima Valley Tourism

Get an overview of the whole of
Yakima Valley history — from pioneer
to Yakama Nation heritage — at the
Yakima Valley Museum. See what
the region looked like in the Miocene
Epoch in the “Miocene Forest: How
Fossils Are Made” exhibit or learn
how the earliest Yakima Indians made
their residences at the “Making A
Home” exhibit.
The Yakama Nation Museum &
Cultural Center brings visitors to the
world of the Yakama Nation and their
ancestors. Guided tours are available
for groups.
Home to more than 150 antique
tractors and over 1,000 historic
machines, the Central Washington
Agricultural Museum provides
tours of its many exhibits highlighting
over a century of farming.

sip
As a well-known grape and hop growing region, Yakima Valley is the
place to enjoy local wineries and breweries. Through Yakima Valley Wine
Country’s website, groups will find information on the more than 120 Yakima
Valley wineries, resources for booking tours and a number of sample itineraries.
Groups can hop on Little Hopper — Yakima’s Beer Bus that sweeps
groups through one of the top hop-growing regions in the world. Stop at
a number of local breweries and taprooms to learn about the beer making
process, enjoy splendid views and, of course, try out some brews.

play
Enjoy a thrilling adventure down the more than 173 combined miles of river
in the Yakima Valley. Osprey Rafting Company, Inc. and Rill Adventures,
Inc. offer whitewater rafting — among other adventures — for groups.
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ask
Yakima Valley Tourism
800-221-0751
visityakima.com
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PHOTO: FLYING W RANCH

Beloved Old West ranch reopens after 2012 disaster
It was in 1947 that the grandparents of
Leigh Ann Wolfe — owner of the Flying
W Ranch — packed up their family and
moved from Kansas to the Colorado
Springs region to set up shop at an 1867
ranch. Their goal: to provide chuck wagon dinners and an Old West stage show
at an authentic Western ranch.
Nestled in the foothills of Pikes Peak,
the Flying W Ranch and the dream of
Wolfe’s grandparents became a reality in
1953. Since its inception, it has served
millions of visitors.
“Our mission is to keep the Old West
alive and to be a blessing to people,”
Wolfe said.
After suffering the loss of the ranch in
the 2012 Waldo Canyon Fire, the ranch
reopened for the first time in eight years
in July of 2020.
“It was super hard to rebuild, but it
would have been harder not to rebuild,”
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Wolfe said. “There was a woman who
came up to me last year who had seven
generations in her family come to the
Flying W. It wasn’t something that I could
just let lie.”
Both large and small groups will find
Flying W to be the perfect location to
enjoy Old Western heritage, with a capacity to accommodate up to 900 people
indoors and 5,000 outdoors.
“We have various spaces throughout
the venue where groups can rent that
space just for their own group,” Wolfe
said.
On top of the popular Chuckwagon
Supper — a three-course meal with vegetarian and gluten-free options — a big
draw to Flying W Ranch is the world-renowned Flying W Wranglers, the secondoldest Western singing band in the world.
Since 1953, more than 59 individuals
have been a part of the band, which has

performed in many locations around the
world.
Other unique opportunities, like
horseshoeing demonstrations, train rides
and Navajo rug weaving, make the ranch
a one-stop shop for authentic Old West
activities.
“There’s of course carriage rides,
there’s a rodeo if people want a private
rodeo event,” Wolfe said. “We can even
do horseback rides for groups. Anything
ranch-related, anything Colorado-related
in an absolutely stunning and magnificent area.”
Groups will also get to see a number
of farm animals, take Western line dancing lessons, experience Native American
dancing, hike trails and much more. n
Flying W Ranch
719-598-4000
flyingw.com

ROOM TO

IMPRESS
Discover the wide-open spaces of Colorado Springs and the Pikes Peak
Wonders Region. Perfect for a group outing, reignite your sense of
adventure with the return of The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak
Cog Railway. Hop off the train and imagine yourself looking out at the
vast surroundings from the brand-new Summit Visitor Center on Pikes
Peak – America’s Mountain. Here you’ll find room to reconnect, inspire
and just be.
Start planning your group tour in Colorado Springs.

VisitCOS.com/tours

west

Museum displays Santa Barbara’s stunning natural history
From mammals and marine life to
astronomy and anthropology, the Santa
Barbara Museum of Natural History in
Santa Barbara, California, features over
3.5 million specimens.
“Newly renovated in 2018, the museum boasts state-of-the-art interactive
exhibits for all ages, paired with the Central Coast’s only planetarium, on 17 acres
of oak woodland along Mission Creek,”
said Briana Sapp, director of marketing &
communications at the museum.
The museum is located behind Santa
Barbara Mission and offers special rates
for groups of 10 or more. In addition, it
was awarded the Santa Barbara Independent and Santa Barbara News-Press Best
Museum in 2016, 2019 and 2020.
Inside the museum, groups will
encounter the Bird Hall and see dozens of
species displayed in their natural habitats.
The Mammal Hall features taxidermic
creatures.
The Santa Barbara Gallery displays
the beauty of the Santa Barbara region,
and the physical and biological processes
that shaped it. This is told through three
storylines: “Life Abounds,” “The Science
of Our Changing Planet,” and “Habitats
and Destinations.”
Make sure to visit the Chumash Life

PHOTOS: SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
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gallery, home to the largest Chumash
basket ever found.
Enjoy the beauty of the oak woodlands while venturing through the museum’s outdoor exhibits.
See one of only five complete blue

whale skeletons in the nation — nearly
7,700 pounds and composed of 98%
bones. The Prehistoric Forest introduces groups to a number of hand-crafted
animatronic dinosaurs.
The museum’s outdoor areas also
include the Sukinanik’oy Garden and
the Nature Nook, where naturalists and
docents share specimens and stories
throughout the week.
“Museum education programs serve
all ages to promote scientific literacy and
instill a passion for nature and learning,”
Sapp said.
The Santa Barbara Museum also has a
small aquarium called the Sea Center, located on Stearns Wharf. Encounter marine
wildlife from the Santa Barbara Channel
up-close with interactive experiences. n
Santa Barbara Museum
of Natural History
805-682-4711
sbnature.org

west

Historic Gems of Clear Creek County
30 Miles West of Denver, Colorado

EXPERIENCE
15,000 YEARS
OF HISTORY

www.columbiagorge.org
990 SW Rock Creek Dr. Stevenson, WA
Printing Sponsored By: City of Stevenson &
Skamania County Lodge Taxes

Stay

Play

ExploreGlenRose.org
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Group Tour Magazine
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berkeley
“

CALIFORNIA

Berkeley is built for group travel itineraries. The University of California’s
original campus forms the heart of the city, and the college-town vibe flows
everywhere. Beautiful parks and gardens, inspiring museums, craft brewing
and urban winemaking make Berkeley a go-to kind of place.
—Dan Marengo, communications director, Visit Berkeley

”

discover
Enjoy Berkeley’s botanical gardens
and curated outdoor spaces. The
University of California Botanical
Garden at Berkeley boasts over
10,000 types of plants, including
some rare and endangered species.
See plants from a number of different
geographical regions, like Asia and the
Mediterranean. Docent-led tours are
available for groups.
Regional Parks Botanic Garden
highlights California’s native plants
and offers a more intimate experience
for groups to explore the state’s many
trees, shrubs, flowers and grasses. At
the time of publication, group tours are
temporarily prohibited.

see
Every year, the Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific
Film Archive provides over 20 gallery exhibitions and
450 film programs. Group sales are available for 10 or
more if desiring a film screening, and both guided and
self-guided tours are offered.
Live performances will return to Berkeley Repertory
Theatre this fall. Group packages offer private preshow functions in a portion of the Roda Lobby, as well as
discounted rates.

savor
Try out delectable dishes and tasty beverages at some
of Berkeley’s more than 350 restaurants with an Edible
Excursions food tour. At this time, Edible Excursions
is offering limited in-person tours for its North Berkeley
Food Tour and Downtown Berkeley Brunch Tour.
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ask
Visit Berkeley
510-549-7040
visitberkeley.com
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williston
“

Enjoy Wild West history when you tour
the Fort Union Trading Post reconstruction,
a unique example of peaceful coexistence
with a half dozen Northern Plains tribes
from 1829–1867. Located a few miles east,
United States Army post Fort Buford is
best known as the site where Sitting Bull
surrendered his rifle in 1881.
—Sabrina Ramey,

”

communications coordinator, Williston CVB

NORTH DAKOTA

discover
Williston and the surrounding
region feature a number of historical
destinations that tell the story of the West’s
development.
Only a short drive from each other,
Fort Union Trading Post National
Historic Site and Fort Buford State
Historic Site provide a look into the
lives of pioneers, soldiers and Native
Americans. Living history events and
artifact collections reveal the peaceful
coexistence between the Northern Plains
Tribes that exchanged goods at Fort
Union. Fort Buford’s permanent exhibit
explores the life of a frontier military officer
at the fort, as well as women’s roles at an
army post.
Also nearby is the MissouriYellowstone Confluence Center —
boasting magnificent views of the rivers
and surrounding plains, which were also
enjoyed by Lewis and Clark over two
centuries ago. Learn about the geography
and geology of the area through
permanent exhibits.

explore
Stop for lunch at scenic Lewis &
Clark State Park, located on one of the
upper bays of Lake Sakakawea. The park
includes self-guided nature trails, picnic
areas, a visitor center and more.
Other regional parks and natural areas
worth a stop include Spring Lake Park
and Blacktail Dam. Williston is about
an hour north of Theodore Roosevelt
National Park’s North Unit, too.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WILLISTON CVB

ask
Williston CVB
701-774-9041
visitwilliston.com
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Be Restored.
Come explore North Dakota’s group-friendly attractions like the
one-of-a-kind International Peace Garden, near Dunseith — nearly
2,400 acres of gardens, prairie, forest, lakes and monuments. Freely
walk both sides of the U.S. Canadian border at this enduring tribute
to peace. Visit us online to start planning your next tour itinerary.
NDtourism.com/grouptravel

west

Explore the beauty of natural Boise
at Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation Area
Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation
Area’s endless outdoor activities feature scenic views within Boise National
Forest, as well as group packages available
throughout the year.
Rising at 1,800 vertical feet, the
mountain is a popular winter and ski
destination with a lift capacity of nearly
10,000 riders per hour. The recreation
area includes 2,600 acres for day skiing,
175 acres for night skiing and 33 miles of
groomed Nordic trails.
“With one of the largest night skiing
operations in the country, the area offers
over 12 hours of skiing access a day,” said
Susan Saad, community & customer relations director at Bogus Basin. “Visitors
to the valley can have a full day in the city
and then travel to the mountain to catch
the sunset over the valley as they take a
few runs under the lights.”
The recreation area’s Frontier Point
Lodge is the central hub for Nordic
skiing, snowshoeing and fat-tire biking.
Groups will find rental equipment and

PHOTOS: BOGUS BASIN MOUNTAIN RECREATION AREA
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can even take private lessons. The lodge
is also equipped with an environmental
education center, bathrooms and snacks.
Group pricing is offered for other
Bogus Basin winter activities, like the
800-foot tubing hill, as well as the Glad
Runner Mountain Coaster — Idaho’s

only mountain coaster. Both activities are
also available in the summer.
“Bogus Basin is so much more than
a ski area — it is a year-round recreation
destination,” Saad said. “As an important part of the Treasure Valley, a trip to
Bogus Basin has something for everyone

west

and is an Idaho experience not to miss.”
Looking to bring a group in the
warmer months? Scenic chairlift rides are
a popular pick, boasting views of Boise
National Forest, Sawtooth Mountains
and downtown Boise. Try out the bungee
trampoline and fly over 20 feet into the
air or stop by the climbing wall — a 32foot structure with an auto belay system.
Named for the 1860s swindlers who

manufactured gold and pawned it off to
shop owners, Bogus Basin is home to
Shafer Butte Mining Company. Groups
can try their luck at finding gold, gems,
arrowheads and fossils at the Shafer Butte
Mining Company sluice.
Bogus Basin’s indoor and outdoor
meeting spaces are ideal for groups, large
or small. Whether wanting a full-day
experience at the recreation area or

exploring the Boise region, Bogus Basin’s
event spaces provide a place for respite
featuring scenic landscapes. Catering
options are available for groups of 15 or
more. n
Bogus Basin Mountain
Recreation Area
208-332-5137
bogusbasin.org

Your event is ready for what’s next.
So are we.
Plan your group adventure to Boise. We’ll help!
boise.org/plan-your-meeting/
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tour
Groups can explore Virginia
City’s 19th century silver and
gold mining history with a
mine tour. Established in 1859,
Chollar Mine’s guides tell
stories of day-to-day conditions
of the miners while leading
groups on a 400-foot level
walk. The mine provides special
rates for groups.
See how gold was
processed from ore to
recovery with a narrated tour
at Comstock Gold Mill. The
mill is the last fully operational
stamp mill dating to the
1860s. For a shorter tour, the
Ponderosa Mine offers the
25-minute Best and Belcher
Mine tour featuring more than
300 pieces of antique mining
equipment.
For more Virginia City
history, visit one of its many
museums, like Historic Fourth
Ward School Museum. The
1876 school’s 16 classrooms
still feature original desks, maps
and books.

PHOTO: VIRGINIA CITY TOURISM COMMISSION

sip
Step back in time at one of Virginia City’s many
saloons — retaining much of their 19th-century
appearance. Stop by Bucket of Blood Saloon,
open since 1876 and a National Landmark. Delta
Saloon is also an infamous spot.

stay
Book an overnight stay at one of Virginia City’s
historic lodgings like Gold Hill Hotel & Saloon
or Tahoe House Hotel. Each feature modern
amenities with Victorian- and Old West-style flare.
PHOTO: TRAVEL NEVADA/SYDNEY MARTINEZ

“

Virginia City offers all groups the perfect opportunity to step back in time.
Visitors love walking down the wooden boardwalks along C Street, our main drag,
which features many unique shops, museums, historic saloons and restaurants.
Our larger group venues are one of a kind when it comes to an authentic, Old West
vibe that can only be found in a place like historic Virginia City.
—Katie Demuth, tourism and marketing manager, Virginia City Tourism Commission
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”

ask
Virginia City
Tourism Commission
775-847-7500
visitvirginiacitynv.com
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Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center
boasts tallgrass prairie beauty
Bask in hundreds of acres of native
tallgrass prairie, ponds and wetlands,
wildflowers and grasses at Spring Creek
Prairie Audubon Center in Denton,
Nebraska.
Located 20 minutes southwest of
Lincoln, Spring Creek Prairie Audubon
Center boasts 850 acres that are a part of
a network of nature centers run by the
National Audubon Society.
“The nature center has indoor exhibits
and is a part of a larger mosaic of working lands in the Denton Hills providing
habitat for birds and other wildlife while
providing a getaway into nature for people of all ages, interests and abilities,” said
Jason “theBirdnerd” St. Sauver, senior
manager, education.
The nature center often hosts large
groups and offers guided tours as well. St.
Sauver suggests group members also take
the opportunity to experience the nature
center on their own.
“We prefer to provide more intimate,
personal interactions with the prairie,
birds and habitat,” St. Sauver said.
Interactive exhibits inside the visitor
center bolster an outdoor experience
at Spring Creek, with in-depth displays
highlighting the ecology of the area. The
visitor center additionally houses meeting
room space and a gift store.
After viewing the exhibits, take a leisurely hike, with over 4 miles of walking
trails for groups to enjoy. Follow trails

PHOTO: ADRIAN OLIVERA
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that climb hillsides and wind around
ponds and a woodland stream. Along
the way, discover a diverse array of birds
(over 235 species) and other wildlife
— even 19th-century wagon ruts from
pioneers passing through on the Oregon
Trail.
“(Spring Creek) is especially attractive
to nature lovers or those that prefer quiet
areas away from the hustle and bustle of
city,” St. Sauver said.
Parking is available for up to two
motorcoaches.

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon
Center’s extensive management program
ensures the care of the birds and other
wildlife, while maintaining the integrity of the tallgrass prairie. Visit Spring
Creek’s website to find out more or ask
a knowledgeable staff member while
visiting. n
Spring Creek Prairie
Audubon Center
402-797-2301
springcreek.audubon.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Pittock Mansion offers views of city, mountains
Pittock Mansion, located in Portland,
Oregon, was built in 1914 and is known
for being owned by Henry Pittock —
owner and publisher of the Oregonian
newspaper. After being sold in 1958 and
enduring damage in the 1962 Columbus
Day storm, the mansion was restored and
first opened to the public in 1965.
The 16,000-square-foot French Renaissance-style home has a unique oval shape
that captures views of both downtown
Portland and the Cascade Mountains.
“Visitors will be able to experience the
innovative home while learning about
the history of Portland as it transformed
from a pioneer city to an industrial
powerhouse and the role the Pittock
family played in this transformation,”
said Jennifer Gritt, associate director of
Pittock Mansion.
Designed by Edward T. Foulkes, the
home has wings attached at a 45-degree
angle, which also aid in optimal views of
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both city and natural landscape.
“All the latest early 20th-century technology was incorporated into the home
— central vacuuming, thermostat control
on each level, an electric intercom system
and a residential elevator,” Gritt said.
The mansion’s 23 rooms include a
library, music room, Turkish smoking
room, two sleeping porches and more.
Groups will find every room designed
with period-appropriate furnishings,
many of which are personal items from
the Pittock family and other Portland
founding families. Several highlights include the Pittock’s Steinway grand piano
and Henry Pittock’s masonic sword.
The mansion displays temporary
exhibits throughout the year and will
welcome “Pittock Mansion Christmas:
Critters Make Merry” in November.
Come see the mansion’s rooms transformed into animal havens.
Groups should make sure to explore

the surrounding grounds as well as the
woods behind the home, part of Forest
Park. The mansion is a stop on the Wildwood Trail, too.
Temporarily closed, the mansion’s
Gate Lodge was first occupied by the
Pittock’s chauffer and his wife. Today, the
2,400-square-foot lodge is refurbished to
how it looked in the 1930s and ’40s.
Prior to the pandemic, Pittock Mansion offered discounts to groups of 10 or
more, but has temporarily halted groups
sales at the time of publication.
“We also worked with undeserved
groups and negotiated further discounts
based on group type and financial
situation,” Gritt said. “Once restrictions
fully lift, we will be able to reactivate the
program.” n
Pittock Mansion
503-823-3624
pittockmansion.org
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Amazing Restaurants & Pubs
Local Craft Beer
Friendly People
Gorgeous Outdoor Spaces
Idaho Falls River Walk

Make this the perfect destination
for your next adventure
Famous for its proximity to Yellowstone National Park
and Grand Teton National Park, visitors from around
the world converge on Idaho Falls year-round.
Idaho Falls is also consistantly ranked as
one of America’s top places to live.
www.visitidahofalls.com

