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BE STARSTRUCK
IN MONTANA

EMBARK ON A COSMIC ADVENTURE
WHERE TO STARGAZE
Montana is known for big blue skies and
endless, jaw-dropping views, but the
adventure overhead doesn’t end when the
sun goes down. By day, explore charming
small towns, world-class fly-fishing, Indian
GL ACIER
MISSOURI
COUNTRY
RIVER COUNTRY
reservations, hot springs, countless lakes
(including Flathead Lake) and historical sites
on the Lewis & Clark Trail of Discovery. By
night, explore Montana’s dazzling dome
Y E L LO W S TO N E
overhead. Dark skies in Western Montana’s
COUNTRY
Glacier Country, Montana’s Missouri
River Country and Montana’s Yellowstone
Country offer one stellar experience. You’ll
find observatories and stargazing spots
throughout all three regions. Just look up,
and you’ll be blown away by an unreal canvas of constellations, galaxies, planets and nebulae.
Ever seen the Milky Way? Montana’s skies deliver, night after night. If you get lucky, you might even
catch a glimpse of the northern lights.
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK/
DUSTY STAR OBSERVATORY

LITTLE ROCKY
MOUNTAINS

LONE PINE
STATE PARK

THE PINES
RECREATION AREA

SEVEN SISTERS WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

BLUE MOUNTAIN
OBSERVATORY

HYALITE
CANYON

BEARTOOTH PASS
OVERLOOK

YELLOWSTONE
NATIONAL PARK

GLACIER COUNTRY

In Western Montana’s Glacier Country, starry nights can be the star of the show, making stargazing
tours a must in this part of the state. Not only is Glacier National Park an internationally recognized
Dark Sky Park, but vast landscapes undisturbed by light pollution abound beyond the park, too. You’ll
also find unique lodging options set up for night-sky viewing. Glacier Country is one awe-inspiring
stargazing locale.
WHERE TO STARGAZE
+ Glacier National Park/Dusty Star Observatory
+ Blue Mountain Observatory
+ Lone Pine State Park

touroperators.glaciermt.com

MISSOURI RIVER COUNTRY

Prepare yourself for an unforgettable, star-studded tour in northeast Montana. More room to roam
means more space to explore, and, on the prairie, that means 360 degrees of spectacular views
of the cosmos. Witness the brightest stars and furthest galaxies visible in the lower 48. Stargazing
in Missouri River Country is one stellar experience, thanks to small towns, wide-open spaces and
nearly nonexistent light pollution.
WHERE TO STARGAZE
+ The Pines Recreation Area
+ Seven Sisters Wildlife Management Area
+ Little Rocky Mountains
Glacier National Park.
© KELLY JAVANMARDI

missouririvermt.com

YELLOWSTONE COUNTRY

Not only is America’s first national park on its way to becoming an internationally recognized Dark
Sky Park, but the whole of Yellowstone Country offers expansive landscapes under a canopy of
cosmic wonder. For many Yellowstone Country stargazers, the experience is as simple as walking
outside on a clear night, but you can also climb to the “Top of the World” on one of the most scenic
roadways in the country for unobstructed views of the cosmos.
WHERE TO STARGAZE
+ Yellowstone National Park
+ Hyalite Canyon
+ Beartooth Pass Overlook

visityellowstonecountry.com

Bottom photos, left to right: Missouri River Country. © VISIT MONTANA; Roosevelt Arch near Gardiner, Montana. © CHRIS MCGOWAN;
Fort Peck Lake. © VISIT MONTANA
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editor’s
letter
Wellness travel is here to stay
The last two-plus years have shown us the importance of health in our
daily lives. The pandemic gave many of us a crash course in the basics of
virus transmission, how vaccines work and the proper way and length of
time to wash our hands. But beyond that, it taught us to slow down, to
think about the foods we’re putting into our bodies, to spend more time
outdoors and less in front of screens, and to manage stress and anxiety in
different ways, like practicing mindfulness. I myself have dabbled in meditation apps and podcasts, although I haven’t quite mastered the ability to
quiet my mind.
This appreciation of and investment in personal wellness doesn’t go
away when people travel. Our cover story on wellness travel shares the
economics of this growing segment, and spotlights destinations with
wellness travel options for groups.
Other features in this issue include stargazing spots in the West, iconic
brands you can visit in the Southeast, historic homes of New England
and a destination spotlight on Traverse City, Michigan. Our Food &
Drink feature highlights Applewood Farmhouse Restaurant, a group tour
favorite in Sevierville, Tennessee. You’ll also find a special section sharing
Virginia group tour itineraries and trip inspiration.
As always, we appreciate your readership and support of Group Tour
magazine. For more travel planning ideas, check out grouptourmagazine.
com and follow us on Facebook and Instagram (@grouptourmagazine).
					Until next time,

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com

Group Tour Media is
a proud member of:
American Bus Association
Circle Michigan
Louisiana Travel
Promotions Association
National Tour Association
Ohio Travel Association
Ontario Motor Coach Association
Student & Youth Travel Association
Tour Kansas
Virginia Motorcoach Association
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Inspired Planning!
Every edition of Group Tour magazine features:
• Knowledge from travel industry experts
• Content focused on group-friendly attractions and destinations
• Sample itinerary builders for headache-free planning
Never miss an issue.

grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

Gain 24/7 access
to exclusive group
travel resources!
Enjoy tips and tools, expert advice, and bonus
itineraries not found in our print or digital editions.
Our Planner Resources are designed specifically
for tour planners like you.
Visit our website today!

grouptourmagazine.com/planner -resources

spotlight

Tours Around Michigan
personalizes visits to The Mitten State
By Cindy Fish
Group tour planners wanting
to experience Michigan’s history,
art, historic homes and unique
foods are in good hands with
Tours Around Michigan.
Candice Smith,
the owner/operator
of the Grand Rapids-based company,
shares exciting
information about
the company and
partnering with
group tour planners.
CANDICE SMITH
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Q. How can group tour planners
benefit from partnering with
Tours Around Michigan?
A. My goal is to inspire tour guests
to return, which is most likely the same
goal as group planners. It’s a win for us
all if we can help group tours have such
an amazing time that they’re ready to
return and keep exploring our fabulous
area. We continuously strengthen our
connections with the community to offer a variety of experiences for planners
to choose from when bringing specific
groups to the area. This practice gives
planners lots of options to tailor their
offerings to specific themes and tastes of
their clients.

Q. What sets Tours Around
Michigan apart from other
tour planners?
A. Personalization. We love to help
guests find a personal connection with
the stories we share and places we take
them. If they feel connected, they’re
more likely to return. Some examples
of how we have personalized past tours
include:
World War II vets received extra
information on how our own military
heroes touched different areas of Grand
Rapids and helped change the world.
Special needs adults received a city
history and art tour with fewer details, and
more activities to engage the senses. Their

tour focused on things they could touch,
smell and listen to, which gave them a
customized experience focused on how
they most enjoy exploring an area.
A convention client wanted to offer
a tour that would inspire vendors to
choose their experience to join. We took
them on a ghost tour, ending at a haunted restaurant with gourmet food and
tastings of Michigan wines, brews and
cocktails. Their group also had plenty of
space to mingle and talk business, while
enjoying a great evening together.
Q. The past couple of years have
been challenging for the
entire travel industry.
How have you modified your
offerings to keep pace with
tourism trends?
A. We’ve developed more opportunities to get groups out in the open,
where they don’t feel as crowded into a
space. In our Garden Tours, for example, groups can explore beautiful, open
spaces. Whenever possible, experts join
us to share the history behind a mansion’s garden, or guests get a personal
tour from the artist who created all the
sculptures in the garden.

During the pandemic, we began
offering Virtual Tours. These tours allowed groups who were interested in future travel to our area to learn in depth
about subjects that made them want to
visit places in person. A great example
is our Virtual Church Tours, which led
to people booking subsequent tours
with a group planner to see the churches in person. When visitors walked in
the door, they already had an intimate
knowledge of the places, enhancing
their experience. Our Virtual Tours also
could cover general topics that are more
challenging to cover in one city, like
Michigan Serial Killers, which discussed
people from the south borders to the
Upper Peninsula over 100 years.
Q. What is the next big thing
for Tours Around Michigan?
A. We are broadening our offerings
in Michigan by partnering with tour
providers around the state. We want
to be the hub to help make planning a
trip to Michigan easier. Group planners
have a lot to do, and if we can help make
it easier for them by using our inside
knowledge on what’s available for their
groups and helping them arrange group

tours in other parts of the state, that’s a
win for all of us! n
Candice Smith
Tours Around Michigan
616-970-4825
info@ToursAroundMichigan.com
toursaroundmichigan.com

EXPLORE
THE
WONDERS
OF
MICHIGAN

History • Historic Homes
Art & Culture • Architecture
Food & Beverage
Nature & Gardens • Churches
Crime/Scandal • Urban Renewal
Medical • Military
Government/Politics
LGBTQ • Ghosts • and More!
STEP-ON GUIDE
RECEPTIVE OPERATOR
DESTINATION MANAGEMENT
Customized to your group’s
special interests

CTA of the Year Award-Winner
Accessible-friendly, including
special needs adults • Woman owned

www.ToursAroundMichigan.com
Email: info@ToursAroundMichigan.com
Call: 616.970.4825 (Candice Smith)
PHOTOS: TOURS AROUND MICHIGAN

grouptourmagazine.com
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food + drink

WHOLESOME
and DELICIOUS

PHOTO: APPLEWOOD FARMHOUSE RESTAURANT & GRILL

Applewood Farmhouse restaurants, Apple Barn complex
share flavors in Sevierville, Tennessee By David Hoekman
Anchored by Applewood Farmhouse Restaurant and Applewood
Farmhouse Grill, the Apple Barn
complex in Sevierville, Tennessee,
is all about excellence in food and
drink — and apples.
In addition to the restaurants, the
65-acre complex includes the Apple
Barn Cider Mill & General Store, Apple
Barn Cider House (for hard cider),
Apple Barn Winery, The Apple Valley Creamery, Candy Factory and the
Christmas & Candle Shop.
With all that and with a peaceful
location — alongside the Little Pigeon
River and flanked by 7,000 dwarf apple
trees — group tours flock to the complex.
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Applewood restaurants
Traditional Southern favorites are
served for breakfast, lunch and dinner
at the restaurants. For every meal, servers bring out Applewood’s warm Apple
Fritters and fresh apple butter (made
next door at the Apple Barn Cider Mill)
along with an Applewood Julep — a
mix of apple juice, orange juice, pineapple juice and lemon juice.
Applewood Famous Southern Fried
Chicken is the most popular menu
item, with Old-Fashioned Chicken and
Dumplings coming in second.
Roman Campbell, executive chef,
constantly experiments with the restaurants’ menus. He adds an entrée or

two every year and subtracts something.
Applewood Signature Dishes remain.
Think of Applewood as Comfort
Food Central. In addition to the fried
chicken, there’s Sugar Cured Ham,
Momma’s Country Meatloaf, mashed
potatoes, Grandma’s Vegetable Soup,
desserts like Double Chocolate Cake or
Apple Cobbler and both with vanilla ice
cream (made at The Creamery).
Scott King, director of sales for
Stokely Hospitality Enterprises, the
restaurants’ parent company, worked
with Campbell to develop gold, blue
and purple ribbon menus for groups.
“The Applewood Farmhouse Restaurant has welcomed groups since our

opening 35 years ago,” King said. “We cater to the group tour market, and we have
developed several different group menus
so our group tours have different options
when dining with us. We are one of the
few restaurants in the Smoky Mountain
area that still accept groups and with that,
we strive to cater to our groups.”
Groups can relax over a leisurely
country meal at the restaurants. And
the experienced staff also takes care of
those on a tight schedule.
Apples and a barn
Kevin Kilpatrick, owner of the
Apple Barn Cider Mill & General Store,
grew up in the farmhouse that became
Applewood Farmhouse Restaurant.
His father, a pharmacist in Sevierville,
bought the property in the early 1970s
and transformed the former cattle and
tobacco farm into an apple orchard.
“We needed a place to sell the apples,
so we cleaned the barn and installed a
floor,” Kilpatrick said. “We slowly added
other products but kept them centered
around apples.”
First came the Cider Bar. A kitchen
was added in the 1980s, and it continues
to make the popular fried apple pies
(served with ice cream made at The
Creamery), apple butter and apple fritters.
The Creamery, which opened
in 1991, makes and sells traditional
homemade ice cream and scratch-made
baked goods and desserts. The Candy Factory makes sweets on-site. The
Christmas and Candle Store opened in
1999. Apple-scented candles? Of course.
“The complex works well for
motorcoach groups,” Kilpatrick said.
“Passengers can disperse and there’s a
lot of things to do. It’s small enough so
you don’t get lost but it’s big enough to
accommodate several buses.”
Liquid apples
Apple Barn Winery and Apple Barn
Cider House transform locally grown
apples into wine and hard cider. J.B.
Ball, manager of the operations, said
the winery produces dry, semisweet
and sweet wines and most of them are

KEVIN KILPATRICK,
OWNER OF APPLE BARN
CIDER MILL & GENERAL STORE
PHOTO: GTM/DAVID HOEKMAN

apple-based.
“The Apple-Peach sweet wine is the
best thing to have with fried chicken,”
Ball said.
Apple Barn Cider House works to
keep as much of the fresh apple cider
taste as possible in its hard ciders, which
are sold in cans and growlers. New flavors are always coming out. Past flavors
have included Cider House Blues, sweet
hard apple cider blended with blueberries; Berry Patch, a sweet-tart combo of
hard apple cider and boysenberries; and
C’N Red, hard apple cider blended with
red Tennessee muscadines.
Free tastings are available at the
winery and cider house. n
Applewood Farmhouse Restaurant
& Farmhouse Grill
applewoodfarmhouserestaurant.com
Apple Barn Cider Mill
& General Store
applebarncidermill.com

Rest easy
While separate from the Apple Barn
complex, Comfort Inn Apple Valley
is just steps away. Comfortable rooms,
friendly staff and a prime location on the
parkway make the property a favorite.
comfortinnapplevalley.com

Applewood
Farmhouse

FUN FACTS
• Over 1 million people visit
Applewood restaurants every year.
• 2.7 million apple fritters
are served each year.
• Applewood visitors eat over
500,000 pounds of chicken a year.
• Applewood uses over 125,000
apples every year to make its apple
fritters and apple signature dishes.
• More than 200 Applewood
Farmhouse employees have more
than 20 years of experience
with the company.

grouptourmagazine.com
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news+notes
Alcatraz East Crime
Museum unveils
temporary John
Dillinger exhibit
Alcatraz East Crime Museum in
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, opened
a temporary exhibit earlier this year
that focuses on the anniversary of one
of the most infamous prison escapes
in American history. Titled “The
Beginning of the End: John Dillinger’s
Final Jail Break,” the exhibit features
information and artifacts about the
gangster’s final prison break. The
exhibit will run for one year in the
prison section of the museum.
The temporary Dillinger exhibit at
Alcatraz East Crime Museum includes
the FBI’s wanted poster; escape “gun;”
Crown Point prisoner’s record; and
Dillinger’s famous death mask, which
was created 12 hours after his death
at the Cook County Morgue. “The
Beginning of the End: John Dillinger’s
Final Jail Break” exhibit will run through
March 3, 2023.
alcatrazeast.com

U.S. Civil Rights Trail
adds sites
Fourteen new attractions have
been added to the U.S. Civil Rights
Trail for 2022. The trail now includes
more than 130 stops across 14 states.
New sites include National Museum of
African American Music in Nashville,
Tennessee; Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum in Kansas City, Missouri;
Canal Street in New Orleans, site of
the city’s first sit-in at F.W. Woolworth’s;
and S.H. Kress Department Store
Lunch Counter in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, the site of downtown lunch
counter sit-ins.
civilrightstrail.com
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PHOTO: ALCATRAZ EAST CRIME MUSEUM

San Francisco Opera
approaches centennial
This September, the San Francisco Opera will kick off its
centennial season honoring the company’s first 100 years
while renewing its commitment to innovation. San Francisco
Opera is only the third American opera company in history to
reach this centennial milestone.
The centennial season opens on Sept. 9 with an Opening
Night Concert followed by eight mainstage operas, additional
concerts and community events through July 1, 2023.
In addition to the opera’s 100th season, this year also
marks the 90th anniversary of the War Memorial Opera
House. San Francisco was the first city in the U.S. to build
a civic opera house as well as the first to vote municipal
support for a symphony orchestra.
sfopera.com

Country Music Hall of Fame®
and Museum presents
annual exhibit
On view through Feb. 5, 2023, at the Country Music Hall
of Fame® and Museum in Nashville, Tennessee, is “American
Currents: State of the Music.” Presented annually, “American
Currents” employs the museum’s broad interpretation of the
genre to explore notable music, artist achievements and events
from the past year, as determined by the museum’s curators.
This year’s exhibition features Jimmie Allen, Brothers Osborne,
Brandi Carlile, Luke Combs, Jerry Douglas and John Hiatt, Jenee
Fleenor, the Grand Ole Opry, Mickey Guyton, Walker Hayes,
Wanda Jackson, Alison Krauss, Old Dominion, Carly Pearce,
Allison Russell, Chris Stapleton, Billy Strings and Taylor Swift.
countrymusichalloffame.org

National Medal
of Honor Museum
breaks ground
on new home
The National Medal of Honor
Museum Foundation broke ground in
March on its future home in Arlington,
Texas. Scheduled to open in 2024,
the museum will recognize the 3,511
service members who have received
the Medal of Honor, the nation’s
highest award for valor in combat.
Former president George W. Bush
offered remarks underscoring the
important role the museum will play
in ensuring the stories of the country’s
greatest heroes live on to inspire future
generations of Americans.
mohmuseum.org

PHOTO: COURTESY OF NATIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR MUSEUM FOUNDATION
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Viking Mississippi
to debut
Viking’s new 386-guest Viking
Mississippi was “floated out” in
Louisiana in early March, marking a
major construction milestone and the
first time the ship has touched water.
The five-deck Viking Mississippi, set to
debut in June, will sail Viking’s highly
anticipated voyages on the lower and
upper Mississippi River, between New
Orleans, Louisiana, and Saint Paul,
Minnesota.

PHOTO: VIKING

U.S. Botanic Garden
fully reopens to guests

PHOTO: U.S. BOTANIC GARDEN
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The United States Botanic Garden (USBG) in Washington,
D.C., fully reopened to the public in April, marking a
full reopening of all areas of the USBG. Entrance to the
USBG is free and timed tickets will not be required. Masks
are recommended for indoor spaces, and groups are
encouraged to maintain social distance from other visitor
groups. Visitors who are sick or do not feel well should stay
home.
Newly renovated garden spaces throughout the
conservatory will display more of the USBG’s diverse plant
collections and offer increased accessibility. Visitors can see
a new exhibit on agriculture, “Cultivate: Growing Food in a
Changing World,” in the galleries and multiple other garden
spaces. Additionally, a new gift store run by the Friends of
the U.S. Botanic Garden and local D.C. small business Rewild
will operate in the conservatory’s West Gallery, offering
botanically-themed gifts for purchase. The store will be open
on weekends, expanding to more days later in the spring.
usbg.gov

New attraction offers New
Orleans history with a ‘Vue’
New Orleans’ newest attraction, Vue Orleans, is officially
open and features the city’s first 360-degree view of the
Mississippi River and the New Orleans landscape. This
breathtaking panorama isn’t reserved just for geography
— exhibits and interactive experiences also give visitors a
robust view back in time, covering 300 years of history and
the diverse people and groups that created the city’s unique
culture and continue to shape it today.
Vue Orleans is a one-of-a-kind observatory and exhibit
located at the foot of Canal Street in the newly renovated
Four Seasons high-rise building. Touchless interactive
exhibits feature legendary New Orleans figures, such as the
Soul Queen of New Orleans, Irma Thomas, Preservation Hall
Jazz Band and even more of the city’s famed culture bearers.
vueorleans.com

PHOTO: VUE ORLEANS

New amphitheater
opens in Huntsville
The highly anticipated Orion
Amphitheater opens this month in
Huntsville, Alabama’s MidCity District.
The outdoor space will hold 8,000
people and will be used year-round
for both concerts and community
events. Other plans include hosting
farmers markets, art displays, theater
performances and meeting spaces
for large-scale gatherings. Orion will
feature themed food and drink areas
to satisfy everyone from wine and
whiskey drinkers to beer and hard
seltzer connoisseurs.
The area outside of the venue will
be known as Apollo Park. This public
park will be open year-round for
people to exercise and roam freely.
Only when there are specific ticketed
events will the entire campus be
enclosed — otherwise patrons are
encouraged to use the grounds for
their enjoyment throughout the year.
theorionhuntsville.com

PHOTO: COURTESY OF TRAVMEDIA

Adventure train added
to Santa Fe Railyard District
Hop aboard Sky Railway, Santa Fe’s new adventure entertainment train,
for rides focused more on the journey than the destination. Two former
Santa Fe Southern Railway engines and several historic passenger cars have
been restored and reimagined by a team lead by Game of Thrones author,
George R.R. Martin, and feature visuals that reference his work in the form of
a graffiti art-inspired dragon and wolf.
The fantastical rail adventures roll merrily along an 18-mile stretch of track,
dating to the 1880s, between the Santa Fe Railyard depot and the Lamy
depot. Adventure rides range from holiday themed experiences to murder
mysteries, from sunset cocktail rides to after-dark stargazer express runs.
skyrailway.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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It’s time to embrace
the future of wellness travel
with open arms
By Erica Zazo

Gone are the days of wellness travel
focused solely on luxury spa experiences
and five-star hotel stays. Today, wellness
travel takes a much more holistic approach
to meeting travelers’ mental and physical
needs.
As the pandemic accelerated our collective
understanding of physical and mental wellness, the
same happened across the travel industry. Wellness-centric travel manifests in many of the same
forms as our daily lives, including healthy eating
and exercise, sleep and relaxation, arts and creativity, and nature-based experiences.
“During the pandemic, we realized that if we
don’t have our health, we have nothing,” said Anne
Dimon, president/CEO of the Wellness Tourism
Association and founder/editor of TraveltoWellness.
com. “What planners need to realize is that today,
more people have adopted wellness practices into
their lives and they want to take those practices with
them when they travel.”
The Wellness Tourism Association defines
Wellness Travel as, “Travel that allows the traveler to
maintain, enhance or kick-start a healthy lifestyle,
and support or increase one’s sense of wellbeing.”
Dimon says that can include providing healthy
food options, planning nature-based activities, including hikes and outdoor yoga, offering space and/
or time for self-reflection and meditation, and ensuring access to a quiet place for a good night’s sleep.
The wellness tourism economy
The Global Wellness Institute forecasts the U.S.based wellness tourism market will reach $919 billion by 2022 and nearly $7 trillion globally by 2025,
according to its report titled The Global Wellness
Economy: Looking Beyond COVID published in
December 2021.
To capture travelers in this growing market,

group tour planners must adapt, specifically by
focusing on a more personal and human-centric
approach to travel.
Sahara Rose De Vore, the founder of The Travel
Coach Network, which helps travel entrepreneurs
grow their business and networks, says this starts
with group tour planners understanding and tapping into the why behind clients’ desires to travel.
Rose De Vore says that only when tour planners
ask clients what they hope to get out of their travels
(such as relaxation, new cultural perspectives, quiet
time in nature or opportunities to self-reflect), will
they be able to better coordinate and plan wellness
benefits and excursions that will meet travelers’
unique needs.
“Travel companies, travel planners, or anyone who manages group travel experiences must
incorporate wellness aspects into their marketing
and messaging to connect with this growing demographic of travelers,” adds Rose De Vore.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Wellness-centered
destinations
worth visiting
Wellness-centered destinations
around the country offer groups the
chance to build on their mindfulness
practice, meditate in natural spaces,
and refuel and refresh their mind and
body through food, sights, sounds and
experiences.
Here, we’ve included a few cities
that top the list for their ability to foster
mental and physical well-being for
groups of all sizes:

Hot Springs, Arkansas

With a nickname like “The Natural
State,” it’s only fitting for groups to find
calmness and serenity within Arkansas’
many natural marvels. Among one of
the state’s most beautiful destinations
is Hot Springs, a vibrant city full of
nature-based wellness experiences in the
Ouachita Mountains.
From early Native Americans to
modern-day travelers, many have enjoyed
the promise of rejuvenation with the help
of Hot Springs’ healing waters. Today, you
can experience a bathing ritual at one of
the historic bathhouses still in operation,
including the Buckstaff Hot Springs Bathhouse or Quapaw Baths and Spa.
In addition to the 1.8 million acres of
rural nature to explore across the Ouachita Mountains, groups can take a guided
or self-guided tour in a smaller slice of
nature at Garvan Woodland Gardens,
the botanical gardens of the University
of Arkansas. The gardens are a treasure
for those seeking a quiet place to meditate or practice mindfulness. The 45-acre
property completely immerses visitors in a
sea of perfectly manicured flora and fauna.
Groups can walk the paths and bridges
winding under a thick canopy of pines
or take in a bird’s-eye view from above in
the stunning Bob and Sunny Evans Tree
House — an architectural marvel nestled
within the forest.
Just north of the gardens at The
Hixson Family Nature Preserve, hiking
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BIG CYPRESS SWAMP WALK, NAPLES, FLA.
PHOTO: NAPLES MARCO ISLAND EVERGLADES CVB

trails pass through native oak and cypress
trees across the 45-acre property. Guided
or self-guided hikes along the preserve’s
nearly 2-mile Birdsong Trail offer time to
reflect and listen to the sounds of nature
on resting benches and at bird-feeding
stations along the path.
Groups looking for a more traditional
wellness experience can relax and rejuvenate at the Astral Spa at the Oaklawn
Racing Casino Resort. The spa draws influence from the region’s ancient thermal
springs and offers services incorporating
healing water, salts and gemstones from
the region.

TREEHOUSE,
GARVAN WOODLAND GARDENS,
HOT SPRINGS, ARK.
PHOTO: VISIT HOT SPRINGS

Naples, Florida

Nicknamed Florida’s Paradise Coast,
Naples offers the best of wellness travel
year-round. While it’s easy to understand the benefits of a long walk along
the city’s 30 miles of white-sand coastline, groups who travel to Naples are in
for a wellness experience that goes well
beyond the beach.
The 13,450-acre Audubon Corkscrew
Swamp Sanctuary and 170-acre Naples
Botanical Garden offer natural diversity
that spans from Naples’ backyard to
foreign jungles. Along the Corkscrew’s
2¼-mile boardwalk, visitors can reflect
on and revel at the sights within the
largest old-growth cypress forest in
North America, which are native to the
region. And inside the Asian, Caribbean and Brazilian gardens at the Naples
Botanical Garden, groups will feel a
sense of calmness wash over them in the
unique, tropical atmosphere featuring
plants from around the world.
A fully-immersed nature experience
like a swamp walk — or “slough slog” —
through the Everglades wetlands is a true
way to bond with Mother Nature. Touch
and feel the nature around you during
a walk through Big Cypress Swamp in
the Big Cypress National Preserve. As
you wade ankle-to-knee-deep through
the cool and mucky water and beneath
ancient cypress trees, the changing
temperatures, smells and sounds serve

as nature therapy to adventurers. Groups
with accessibility needs, or those wanting
to stay dry, can also view the swamplands
from above at nature areas like Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park along
the Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk.
Among the most unique opportunities for wellness in Naples is the chance
to meditate and connect with wolves at
the Shy Wolf Sanctuary — a refuge for
animals rescued from animal services,
wildlife rehabilitators or zoos. The sanctuary offers a variety of educational and
therapeutic programs to heal the heart
and mind, specifically, through the sanctuary’s Healing Hearts program.
“Because our animals come to us
from abused, abandoned and neglected
situations, a magical healing connection
is made with humans who have had similar experiences in their lives. Our animals
teach us about kindness, forgiveness,
gratitude, courage, and unconditional
love,” the website describes.

Rockford, Illinois

The small-town charm and abundance
of outdoor recreation make Rockford an
ideal destination for wellness travel. An
hour and a half outside of downtown Chicago, Rockford boasts more than 10,000
acres of protected recreational land, 42

individual forests preserves that surround
the city and ample green space, including
the beautiful Nicholas Conservatory and
Gardens.
Groups can also “forest bathe” in the
Anderson Japanese Gardens, a pristine
garden sanctuary designed by master
craftsman and designer Hoichi Kurisu.
The Japanese practice of shinrin-yoku
— or Forest Bathing — focuses on
mindfulness and meditative exercises
that leverage the restorative benefits
and simplicity of nature. Or for adventure-focused groups, the Atwood Park
Silent Sports Trails provide the perfect
opportunity for bikers, hikers and anyone hoping to immerse themselves in
the peace and quiet of nature.
For wellness centered on food and
the arts, Rockford does not disappoint.
Rockford offers an urban downtown
destination with cultural restaurants and
institutions including the recently restored Coronado Performing Arts Center
and the Rockford Indoor City Market.
The Rockford City Market features locally grown food and locally crafted artwork
by growers, bakers, artists and artisans
from the region, while the Coronado
Performing Arts Center hosts concerts,
Broadway, and comedic and orchestral
performances year-round. n

Top 10

considerations

for wellness travel
planning

As a world-renowned expert in wellness
tourism, Anne Dimon, president and CEO of
the Wellness Tourism Association, says there
are several considerations for group tour planners who want to host wellness-focused trips:
Natural settings: Choose nature-based
accommodations so that participants can take
advantage of biophilic design, which emphasizes nature’s scientifically proven therapeutic
benefits.
Dietary needs: Work with chefs to make
sure every meal includes healthy options
with restrictions in mind, such as low fat, low
sodium, gluten-free, vegetarian and vegan
selections.
Healthy snacks: Offer healthful snacks,
such as fresh fruit, juices, granola bars and
yogurt at various break times.
Exercise: Schedule an optional yoga session or a brisk walk to start or end each day.
Fitness amenities: Confirm that the host
property offers a well-equipped gym or outdoor facilities for those who wish to stay active
while traveling.
Massage therapy: Advise attendees on
taking advantage of stress-managing massages with the ability to pre-book in advance.
Drink options: Offer a variety of non-alcoholic beverages, herbal teas and other
healthy drink choices.
Fresh air: If natural light and fresh air are
not available during long meetings and workshops, make sure both are accessible during
breaks.
Nature-based excursions: Activities can
include local hiking, cycling or kayaking available as team building or individual excursions.

MOUNTAIN BIKING, ROCK CUT STATE PARK,
ROCKFORD, ILL.
PHOTO: ROCKFORD AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

Don’t over-program: Provide travelers
with sufficient downtime to just “be.”

grouptourmagazine.com
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‘Cherry Capital of the World’ offers wealth of attractions
By Jackie Sheckler Finch

From scrumptious cherries,
fascinating art museums and historic lighthouses to leisurely bay
cruises, sand dune explorations
and delicious dining, Traverse
City offers many attractions for
group tours in Michigan.
“Traverse City is one of the most popular resort communities in the Midwest,”
said Mike Kent, public relations manager
for Traverse City Tourism. “Surrounded
by Lake Michigan and East and West
Grand Traverse Bay, the area is stunningly
beautiful.”
The official “Cherry Capital of the
World,” Traverse City was originally home
to the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians. When French
traders arrived, they named the region
“La Grande Traverse” for the long crossing over the Grand Traverse Bay.
Reverend Peter Dougherty and his
followers arrived in the mid-1800s and
built a settlement on Old Mission Peninsula where Mission Point Lighthouse has
stood for over 150 years. Today, group
tours can step back in time and visit Mission Point Lighthouse, Grand Traverse
Lighthouse and Point Betsie Lighthouse.
The old lighthouses kept the waters
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safe for mariners. Group tours can learn
what life was like for the lighthouse
keepers and their families in the often-isolated jobs. Hear stories of shipwrecks
such as the schooner Metropolis carrying a cargo of lumber and iron that ran
aground during an 1886 snowstorm. The
captain and crew made it to shore but the
Metropolis was torn apart by rough waves
and sank.
Traverse City can host group tours
of all sizes, including as many as 2,000
people, Kent said. “As far as motorcoach
groups, we have hosted groups that have
come with up to three full buses at one
time and hosted in one hotel. They rotated
their tours so each bus was not at the
same attraction at the same time.”
Sarah Barnard, director of meeting
services for Traverse City Tourism
(sarah@traversecity.com), can help operators plan itineraries.
Delights in every season
A four-season destination, Traverse
City offers seasonal highlights, including
“winter skiing and snowmobiling, spring
blossom tours, summer activities like the
National Cherry Festival and Traverse
City Film Festival, and fall color tours that
are spectacular,” Kent said.

Local resorts and accommodations
welcome group tours as do restaurants
and shops. “This is a ‘foodie town’ with
amazing restaurants with classically
trained chefs that are proud of the creative
food they can make with locally sourced
ingredients,” Kent said.
Sleeping Bear National Lakeshore is a
popular attraction for group tours. “It was
voted by ABC Good Morning America
viewers as the most beautiful place in
America,” he said. “On the water there are
many activities, and so many of them are
perfect for group travel, including tall ship
cruises.”
Discovery Cruises is a great option
with a 65-foot boat that offers guided
tours of Grand Traverse Bay. “Wind Dancer is a different type of bay experience
aboard a tall ship,” Kent said.
Wine, music, discoveries
The Traverse Wine Coast invites group
tours to experience award-winning wineries. “The Traverse Wine Coast has over 40
wineries in the Leelanau and Old Mission
Peninsulas,” Kent said.
For a musical tour, The Music House
Museum was founded in 1983 and features a fascinating collection of automated
instruments. Groups can hear many of the

SLEEPING BEAR DUNES

rare instruments on display. The collection spans from the late 18th century to
1950, going from simple music boxes to
early recorded sound and radio.
Group tours also rate the Grand Traverse Commons as a favorite destination.
“This was once a mental health asylum and
now is one of the largest historical renovation projects in the country,” Kent said.
Opened for patients in November
1885, Northern Michigan Asylum believed the beautiful setting would be an
important part of therapy to help patients.
The facility closed in 1989 and was on the
verge of destruction until a massive redevelopment project started in May 2002.
Parts of the new Village at Grand
Traverse Commons opened in early 2017.
It is now a 63-acre wooded campus dotted
with elegant Victorian Italianate buildings and a lively community hub. Several
Commons group tours are available.
“The Commons includes unique
restaurants, shops, winery, coffee shops,
housing and much more,” Kent said.
“It is one of the many reasons to visit
Traverse City.” n

DISCOVERY CRUISE SHIP

TASTING, BLACK STAR FARMS WINERY

Traverse City Tourism
800-872-8377
traversecity.com
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF
TRAVERSE CITY TOURISM

MISSION POINT LIGHTHOUSE
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PHOTO: W.K. KELLOGG MANOR HOUSE

Discover man behind
W.K. Kellogg Manor House
By David Hoekman
The many sides of breakfast cereal magnate W.K.
Kellogg can be glimpsed when visiting the W.K. Kellogg Manor House in Hickory Corners, Michigan.
The Tudor Revival mansion was built in 1926 high
above Gull Lake.
This home was recently restored and appears as
it did when Kellogg and his wife, Dr. Carrie Staines
Kellogg, lived there. The 32-acre estate is now part
of Michigan State University’s Kellogg Biological
Station and is open for tours throughout the year.
“In addition to tours, we can seat up to 60 guests
in the living room for tea or lunch,” said Nicole Kokx,
sales and event coordinator. “Or meals are available
at the cafeteria, which is immediately next door to
the Manor House. The house is accessible, and an
elevator provides access to the second floor. There is
ample parking for coaches in our parking lot.”
Tours of the Manor House provide an opportunity to connect Kellogg with the house itself and how
it expresses his personal work as a philanthropist.
“W.K. Kellogg’s mission to educate, conserve and
preserve is evident by his generosity to share not
only his financial wealth, but also included his other
properties, which demonstrate how people can help
themselves and become self-sustaining,” Kokx said.
Summer opportunities include a self-guided tour
of the estate using the Historical Walking Tour Guide.
A virtual option of the grounds tour is available.
The year-end holidays are a special time of the
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year at the Manor House. Each room is creatively
decorated by area businesses, designers and staff
with one-of-a-kind gifts for purchase. Tours end with
hot-spiced tea and holiday cookies to enhance this
memorable tour experience.
Kokx said she hopes visitors remember Kellogg’s
philanthropic work. “He has been described as a
‘man who lived three lives’: a bookkeeper for the Battle Creek Sanitarium, a builder of the cereal industry
and a philanthropist,” Kokx said. “He was a person
with incredible foresight who thought for the future
— a pragmatist with a vision. And we would like
the public to know that W.K. Kellogg was a humble
and practical man, not needing a castle-like home
to show off his success. Rather, he chose to give back
to the community, especially children’s health and
welfare programs.”
The average group should plan to spend an hour
and a half at the manor house. Add another 30 minutes if the group includes the outdoor historical walk
in the summertime.
Lodging is offered in two buildings original to the
estate. The Lakeside Cottage is just off the windmill
island closest to the water’s edge and sleeps nine. The
Caretaker’s Cottage is tucked near the greenhouse
and offers sleeping for five. n
W.K. Kellogg Conference Center
and Manor House
269-671-2160
conference.kbs.msu.edu/manor-house

from coast

to toast

Your tour begins the moment you arrive in Traverse City. It’s where blue bays and golden beaches
beckon at every turn. Where vineyards offer sunset views and strolls through the vines. Where art,
culture, and the great outdoors all come together to create the perfect itinerary. No matter how
you choose to explore, you know you’re in a pretty great place.

For assistance in planning, please contact Director of Meeting Services,
Sarah Barnard by calling 231.995.3910

TraverseCity.com
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‘Quirky’ museum
features interactive
initiation tricks
By Jackie Sheckler Finch
Climb aboard a “bucking goat” for a thrilling ride.
Or sit in an innocent-looking chair that collapses and
dumps the occupant on the floor. Maybe volunteer to
demonstrate strength by pulling up on two handles,
which surprisingly lifts a paddle for a swift swat in
the rear.
All these gadgets at the DeMoulin Museum in
Greenville, Illinois, were created by three fun-loving
brothers — Ed, Erastus and U.S. DeMoulin — who
thought fraternal lodge initiations needed to be more
exciting.
Founded in 1892, DeMoulin Bros. and Co. today
makes marching band uniforms, dance team wear
and show choir apparel. But it is those trick devices
that often draw group tours to the museum.
“We’ve been listed among the most unusual
museums in America,” said founder John Goldsmith.
“We know the artifacts we have are not ones you typically find in a museum, and we gratefully embrace
our ‘quirky’ reputation.”
The museum can comfortably accommodate
group tours of up to 65 people. “Group tours will
enjoy a special program that includes demonstrations of some of the fraternal initiation devices in our

THE BUCKING GOAT

collection. It’s an interactive experience, so be ready
for the unexpected,” Goldsmith said.
DeMoulin made the initiation devices until 1930.
“I always point out to visitors that the devices are
over 100 years old and still working. A testament to
the company’s craftsmanship,” Goldsmith said.
Goldsmith had a personal reason for opening the
museum in 2010. His mother, Norma Goldsmith,
had been a 50-year employee of DeMoulin and had
been collecting factory artifacts over the years.
“When she passed away in 2007, I inherited the
collection and felt that we had a unique story to tell
that would bring visitors to our community,” Goldsmith said. “Since the museum opened, the artifacts
have found us. Because the factory did an outstanding job labeling everything they made, it makes it
easy for people to track them back to Greenville.”
Along with initiation devices, other popular museum artifacts include band uniforms made for the
1996 Atlanta Olympic Band, a doctoral gown worn
by actress Ruby Dee and a 1940s-era doll for which
the factory made a World War II Army uniform.
“Because the factory has such a diverse production history, we offer something for everyone,” Goldsmith concluded. “We’re a family friendly museum.
Our goal is to educate and entertain.” n

TRICK GUILLOTINE

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF DEMOULIN MUSEUM
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DeMoulin Museum
618-664-4115
demoulinmuseum.org

DISCOVER

HOLLAND
HISTORIC TOURS

DUTCH ATTRACTIONS

ARTISAN TOURS

DUTCH HISTORY

78 E 8th St • 800.506.1299 • holland.org • #discoverholland

TULIP TIME EVERY MAY!
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CENTRAL STANDARD DISTILLERY
PHOTO: VISIT MILWAUKEE

Old and new pair well in Milwaukee
By Kathie Sutin
Milwaukee’s perfect blend of exciting new attractions and favorite old standbys that don’t disappoint
make it a great destination for groups. The city
opened several new attractions in 2021 with more
openings slated for 2022.
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra recently
renovated historic Warner Grand Theatre — and
constructed an adjacent new space — opening as
Bradley Symphony Center.
“It’s a wonderful blend of old and new,” said
Lindsey McKee, communications and group tour
manager of VISIT Milwaukee.
Central Standard Distillery recently added the
Central Standard Crafthouse downtown — a new
food and dining aspect to its “incredible cocktails,”
she said.
Also new — Flower & Feed Marketplace, “a food
hall plus market featuring chef-driven food vendors
and local retailers,” McKee said.
George Marshall Clark, Milwaukee’s lone lynching victim, got a marker on his previously unmarked
gravesite in Forest Home Cemetery, 160 years after
his demise.
Central Water Brewing Company, Wisconsin’s
first green-powered brewery, opened Central Waters
Milwaukee Pilot Brewery and Taproom in the former
chapel at the Pabst Brewery complex.
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Slated to open in December 2022 is 3rd Street Market Hall, a food hall that’s a “celebration of Milwaukee’s
local cuisine, diversity and culture,” McKee said.
America’s Black Holocaust Museum, a historical
and memorial museum that discusses the Black Holocaust in America, has been updated and reopened
earlier this year.
James Beard award-winning chef Adam Siegel
will open Lupi & Iris, a fine dining restaurant in
downtown Milwaukee.
Several group-friendly attractions have 2022
anniversaries, including Milwaukee Public Museum
turning 140, Milwaukee County Zoo turning 130
and VISIT Milwaukee, which is turning 55.
Pabst Mansion, the Gilded Age home of Maria
and Frederick Pabst, is another group favorite.
“As always, we’re here for groups,” McKee said.
“We want to make sure they have a great time even if
it’s just providing welcome guides when you arrive.”
McKee can even coordinate a group’s entire
itinerary. “Whatever you need, we’re here for you and
willing to do what we can,” she said.
“We have over 700 partnerships in the Milwaukee
area; sometimes we can arrange things even if it’s not
something that’s advertised.” n
VISIT Milwaukee
414-273-3950
visitmilwaukee.org

YOUR GETAWAY REIMAGINED
Discover your place to getaway. To indulge and enjoy it all your way. This is your day of
adventure. Your day to win. So come and go all-in. There’s delicious dining, king-size luxury,
big-time winning and so much more at Michigan’s most exciting destination.

soaringeaglecasino.com

Mt. Pleasant, MI | 1.888.7.EAGLE.7

ANDERSON/
MADISON COUNTY INDIANA
DISCOVER Mounds State Park offers six
hiking trails, picnic areas and a nature center.
The park preserves 10 of the finest examples
of earthwork built by the prehistoric Adena
and Hopewell cultures. These mounds were
used primarily for ceremony, celebration, and
observation of solstices, equinoxes and stellar
events.
SEE Stop at the World’s Largest Ball of
Paint in Alexandria. The ball weighs 2½ tons,
has over 27,000 coats of paint and has been
featured twice in the Guinness Book of World
Records.

“

PLAY Harrah’s Hoosier Park and Casino
offers gaming and horse racing along with

Our visitors bureau
welcomes group tours
throughout the year to
Anderson and Madison
County. Life is about the
adventures you take.
We want every group to say
they had a great memory
of their adventures in
Madison County.”

award-winning dining and entertainment.
SHOP Shop at Simple Goodness Soaps
near Elwood and Vintage Road Candles in
Alexandria. Or create home décor items at Pulp
& Pine DIY Craft Studio. Historic Downtown
Pendleton offers a boutiques and antiques.
Uranus Fudge Factory and General Store
satisfies the sweet tooth of every visitor with a
chocolate or ice cream experience.
Carol’s Legacy Crystal in Elwood

—Maureen Lambert, marketing/
tourism director, Anderson Madison
County Visitors Bureau

welcomes group tours. As the attraction is
small, groups are usually split. Half of the group
watches the hand-blown glass taking shape,
while the other half shops in the store.

1

2

EXPLORE Anderson Museum of Art
welcomes groups to tour the museum and to
learn more about its history, collection, exhibits
and architecture. With advance notice, guided
tours can be tailored for groups.

3

ASK
Anderson Madison County Visitors Bureau
765-643-5633
visitandersonmadisoncounty.com

1
2
3

World’s Largest Ball of Paint
Harrah’s Hoosier Park and Casino
Carol’s Legacy Crystal
Photos: Anderson Madison County Visitors Bureau
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Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library
celebrates author’s centennial
By Jackie Sheckler Finch
Take a photo with the Smith Corona typewriter
Kurt Vonnegut used to write, which is right next to
his famous red rooster lamp.
See the Purple Heart he got as a prisoner of war
in Dresden during World War II, the inspiration for
his novel Slaughterhouse-Five.
Ponder the many rejection letters sent to Vonnegut when the author tried to sell his writings. Then
marvel at the published works of the man born 100
years ago in Indianapolis. Among his novels are Cat’s
Cradle, God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater and Breakfast of
Champions.
“Everyone loves his typewriter but his rejection
letters from publishers always draw a laugh,” said Julia Whitehead, founder of the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library in Indianapolis, Indiana. She added
that “one of his best quotes” is about Indianapolis.
“All my jokes are Indianapolis. All my attitudes are
Indianapolis. My adenoids are Indianapolis. If I ever
severed myself from Indianapolis, I would be out of
business. What people like about me is Indianapolis.”
Opened in 2019, the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and

Library welcomes group tours that can be tailored to
meet any need, Whitehead said. “There is an exhibition describing his experience in World War II. We
are very proud of that exhibit, which also illuminates
artwork by veterans.”
A poignant letter from Vonnegut’s father is a sad
reminder of Vonnegut’s wartime years when he was
in a German POW camp. The letter was lost for quite
some time. When Vonnegut finally received it, he
never opened it. The letter remains sealed to this day.
The museum has been named Indiana’s first-ever
Literary Landmark to join other sites associated with
Edgar Allen Poe, Mark Twain, and more than 60 sites in
37 other states. “That’s a very important honor for our
museum to be the first in Indiana,” Whitehead said.
Vonnegut was born Nov. 11, 1922, and died April
11, 2007, in New York City. Library events throughout 2022 will honor his 100th birthday. “We have
artifacts but also we are a living place with a beautiful
balcony for resting while taking in the hustle and
bustle of exciting downtown Indianapolis,” Whitehead said.
“Your groups will learn something but more than
that, they will leave feeling like they want to create
something. Vonnegut encouraged people to practice
an art because it ‘makes your soul grow.’” n
Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library
317-423-0391
vonnegutlibrary.org

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF KURT VONNEGUT MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
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Discover the Other Side
of Amish Country

Hans’ Place Winery
Tuscarawas County, Ohio

TravelTusc.com
800.527.8837

Dennison | Dover | New Philadelphia | Newcomerstown | Sugarcreek | Zoar

TOUR THE MOST

FAMOUS

SURVIVING SUBMARINE

When in
INDY,
make KVML
a stop along
your tour!
In 2022, we celebrate
Kurt Vonnegut’s 100th
birthday!
Join us for special events like
our Fourth of July celebration,
jazz nights, and more.
Guided group tours are available
with 2 complimentary
admissions for each group!
(Value: $24) For more
information email
info@vonnegutlibrary.org
or call (317) 423-0391.
Plus, virtual programs connect
you to us wherever you are.

OF WORLD WAR II

VISIT
INDIANA’S
TOP GROUP
DESTINATION
Step into the heart of Amish
Country and experience
true Hoosier Hospitality at
Das Dutchman Essenhaus.

HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE

- family-style dining
Tour Two HistoricUSS
WWII Silversides
Vessels
USS
Silversides
Submarine Museum
Sub
- five
quaint,
unique gift shops
Group
Tours
begin
at
$7.50
- peaceful carriage rides
Free Bus Parking
- generously-sized guest
rooms
Muskegon,
MI Indoor Lunch/Dinner
Area Included Muskeg
- deluxe hot breakfast
Give Your Guests a Unique Historical Experience
Give Your Guests a Unique
- baggage handling
Tour Two Historic WWII Vessels

Tour Two Historic

And enjoy all things
fallRound,
... 7 Days a Week
Open Year

Open Year Round,

Groupon
Tours
- Meet Mrs. Apple
thebegin at $7.50 Free Bus Parking,
Orchard
wagon
tour Area Included, Located on Lake Michigan
Indoor
Lunch/Dinner
- See a Jesus Donkey and enjoy
fresh apple cider and donuts
- Watch flour ground on a
century old stone mill
- Make your own Caramel
dipped apple on the Fall
Treats Backroads Tour

Group Tours begin at $7

Indoor Lunch/Dinner Area Include

WWW.SILVERSIDESMUSEUM.ORG WWW.SILVERSIDE

Contact Sonya at 800.262.8161
to plan your group trip today!
543 Indiana Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46202
www.vonnegutlibrary.org

GIVE YOUR GUESTS A UNIQUE

Learn more at

VisitElkhartCounty.com/groups

LOCATED ON
LAKE MICHIGAN
OPEN YEAR ROUND
7 DAYS A WEEK
MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN

silversidesmuseum.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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COLUMBUS OHIO
HONOR The National Veterans
Memorial and Museum takes groups
on a narrative journey, telling individual
stories and sharing experiences of
veterans from all military branches
and eras. Motts Military Museum
in Groveport preserves America’s
military heritage from the colonial era
to current conflicts. A powerful POW
exhibit tells the true-life experiences of
Americans held in captivity.
ADMIRE Arrange a docent-led
tour of the collections and exhibitions
at Franklin Park Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens. On display in the
conservatory are installations of glass
artwork by Dale Chihuly.
DO Stroll the sidewalks of the Old

“

Worthington neighborhood, then pick
from hundreds of fragrances and pour
a custom-scented candle at Penn &
Beech Candle Co.
Book a Participatory Dining
Experience at The Kitchen. Prepare
one portion of a larger meal in the
communal kitchen and once all the
cooking is complete, enjoy the meal
together.
TOUR See Old World architecture
and brick streets and alleyways on a
tour of German Village, the historic
district just blocks from downtown
Columbus. Groups can choose between
a walking or a step-on tour guide.

2

head to North Market, a historic and
diverse food hall, or Budd Dairy Food
Hall, named one of the top 10 new food

1

halls in the U.S. by Fodor’s Travel.
ASK
614-222-6136
experiencecolumbus.com

From food tours and food halls
to award-winning places to shop
or grab a drink, Columbus has so
much to offer group tours. We have
classic, must-see sights, like the
local history here and our 15-plus
museums and cultural centers,
but we also have innovative local
businesses and experiences in
walkable, unique neighborhoods.
With many of our local shops and
restaurants diligently following
cleaning and sanitization protocols,
we look forward to welcoming
visitors to our city.”

—Roger Dudley, director of
community & customer engagement,
Experience Columbus

EAT For group-friendly dining,

Experience Columbus

1

3

2
3

National Veterans Memorial
and Museum
Photo: National Veterans Memorial and Museum

Franklin Park Conservatory
Photo: Experience Columbus/Andy Spessard

Budd Dairy Food Hall
Photo: Experience Columbus/Bill Cody

Columbus is a city that’s made for sharing. Tour the stirring National Veterans
Memorial and Museum. Explore Adventure Cove, the new sea lion exhibit
at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Live it up at Schmidt’s Restaurant und
Sausage Haus in iconic German Village. Start planning your next group
adventure at ExperienceColumbus.com/tours.
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Discover natural connections
at Bell Museum
By David Hoekman
Journey from the far reaches of the cosmos to the
diversity of life on earth at Bell Museum in St. Paul,
Minnesota.
The Bell Museum is the state’s natural history museum and part of the University of Minnesota’s College
of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences.
Museum visitors have an opportunity to experience Minnesota’s rich natural history, said Laura
Devereaux, group and virtual sales specialist. “I think
it all goes back to our mission and values of igniting
curiosity and wonder, exploring our connections to
nature and the universe, and creating a better future
for our evolving world,” she said. “We value our visitors and partners and are proud of the connections
that enrich our learning and extend our service.”
Although located in a 2018 building, the museum
dates to 1872 and is celebrating its 150th anniversary
throughout 2022.
Groups will have the opportunity to participate in
the many new and exciting things that are happening
this year for the 150th anniversary, Devereaux said.
“Seeing Birds,” a dynamic exhibition focusing on
the intersections between art, nature and science,
begins the 150th year and will be on view through
Oct. 2, 2022.
“Collections are at the heart of the Bell Museum,”
said Denise Young, the museum’s executive director.
“They power our research and understanding of the
natural world, and they are a source of delight, awe
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and curiosity for people of all ages and backgrounds.
I am excited for all of the events that facilitate
interaction with our collection — the ‘Seeing Birds’
exhibit, the Collector’s Day — those are the events I
am most eager to see visitors interact with this year.
I also have about 20 years of experience in planetarium education, so the new planetarium show we
developed for the end of the year — I can’t wait to
see it!”
Most groups are interested in seeing both the
museum exhibits and the planetarium show. “Our
planetarium shows, ‘Out of This World’ and ‘Far Out,’
have been the most popular among our groups recently,” Devereaux said. “The Touch and See Lab is also
a guest favorite for all ages and groups seem to really
enjoy the opportunity to interact with our staff and
experience our collections. I hope visitors take away a
new appreciation for how Minnesota’s flora and fauna
fits into the modern ecosystem and their place in it.”
At time of publication, the museum is hosting
limited self-guided, in-person group visits for adults
and seniors. A maximum of 25 people per group is
allowed to visit the museum, planetarium or both
during the open hours, Wednesday through Sunday. To receive the discounted price, groups must
schedule the visit through the group staff at least two
weeks in advance. n
Bell Museum
612-626-9660
bellmuseum.umn.edu
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Invite your guests to our rambling
retail store for a visit full of history and
wonder. Shop thousands of new products
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visitguernseycounty.com
800.933.5480

Visit Lehmans.com/bus-tours for
all the group tour offerings
and information. Please allow at
least two hours for your visit.

SHOP ANYTIME AT LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346
On the Square in Kidron, OH
In the heart of Amish Country
Open every day except Sunday
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Welcome to Tuscarawas County, Ohio. Located along I-77 in northeast Ohio, Tuscarawas
County is home to a variety of inviting museums, historical sites, beautiful landscapes,
and exciting theatre venues. Groups love relaxing at our wineries and breweries, shopping
in our unique downtowns and farmers markets, and enjoying a homestyle buffet or a fine
dining experience. Complete your stay in one of our affordable hotels and receive
complimentary Welcome Bags for members of your group.
Contact Julie Levengood, Group Tour Manager, at grouptour@traveltusc.com today for
personalized itineraries and group tour planning.
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Discover the Glory Days of Railroading!

SEUM

Book your tour today at
www.ageofsteamroundhouse.org

Age of Steam
Roundhouse Museum

Historic
Schoenbrunn Village

SUGARCREEK

NEW PHILADELPHIA

The Age of Steam Roundhouse Museum takes guests on 90 minute guided
tours through our 18-stall Roundhouse that
houses over 20 unique and historic steam
locomotives from all over North America.
Group Tour rates begin at $300 for up to 21
guests and there are places to sit during the
walkthrough. Walking aids are welcomed
for those with physical limitations.

Travel back to the 18th Century at this
Moravian Delaware Mission site from the
1770s. Learn about life on the Ohio Frontier,
just prior to the Revolutionary War. Schoenbrunn was the site of Oho’s first church,
schoolhouse and code of laws. Visit 17
reconstructed log cabins, gardens, the museum and gift shop. at this settlement where
two cultures lived in peace.

330-852-4676
ageofsteamroundhouse.org
info@ageofsteamroundhouse.org

740-922-6776
ohiohistory.org/visit/browsehistorical-sites/schoenbrunn-village/
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Comfort Inn & Suites
DOVER
We welcome you to our 74 room 100%
non-smoking property. Enjoy a complimentary breakfast, as well as old world
charms, such as Amish-crafted hardwood
furniture. Our property has Free WiFi, indoor
heated pool and hot tub. Only minutes away
from the world famous Warther’s Carving
Museum and the Dennison Depot Museum.
330-365-9388
choicehotels.com/oh792
lisa@troyercorp.com

Historic Zoar Village
ZOAR
Historic Zoar Village is a quaint town
nestled in Tuscarawas County that is
emersed with history in every corner.
Founded in 1817 by a group of over 200
German Separatists seeking escape from
religious prosecution, Zoar became one
of the most successful communal settlements in American history. Groups by
appointment for guided tours, ghost tours,
Christmas tours and special events!
800-262-6195
historiczoarvillage.com

Ernest Warther
Museum & Gardens

Dutch Valley

DOVER
Experience the inspirational life-story and
hand-sculpted works by Ernest “Mooney”
Warther, the World’s Master
Carver on a guided tour.
Inspire your group like never
before with a collection that
will be the highlight of your
group’s journey.

Welcome to Dutch Valley in Sugarcreek,
Ohio! You’ll enjoy our lovely Carlisle Inn
Sugarcreek, shopping at Dutch Valley Gifts
and Dutch Valley Market, delicious meals,
baked goods, and specialty drinks at Dutch
Valley Restaurant and a show at Ohio Star
Theater. Take Exit 83 off I-77 in Dover, Ohio
and we are only seven miles west on State
Route 39.

330-505-6003
warthermuseum.com

dhgroup.com
vickiv@dhgroup.com

Reeves Victorian Home
and Carriage House
Museum

Dennison Railroad
Depot Museum

DOVER

Walk in the footsteps of American Heros
at the Dennison Railroad Depot Museum,
America’s Homefront. This National Historic
Landmark, a beautifully restored railroad
station, is the best example left of a WWII
Canteen site in the country. Nicknamed
Dreamsville USA, 1.5 million soldiers were
served. Today, the Depot houses a museum,
restaurant, gift shop and picnic area. Fall
and Polar Express Train Rides are available.

Return to the elegance of the late 19th
century by visiting the Reeves Victorian
Home and Carriage House Museum. This
magnificent mansion, topped by a third
floor ballroom, has been carefully restored
and features the original furnishings of the
Reeves family. The Carriage House Museum, located behind the mansion, contains
an interesting collection of vehicles, numerous displays and artifacts, and a gift shop.
330-343-7040
doverhistory.org

SUGARCREEK

DENNISON

740-922-6776
dennisondepot.org
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& Twin Cities Premium Outlets
Top rated attractions • 20 incredible hotels
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Twin Cities
Premium
Outlets®

MeijerGardens.org | 888-957-1580
22-129_FMG&SP_GroupTourNE_Spring4.75x2.25_Ad_vs2.indd 1

Central Park
Commons

Mall of
America®

TAX-FREE
SHOPPING
on clothes
and shoes!

3/9/22 2:26 PM

scan to subscribe

YOUTH TRAVEL
planner

Visit eaganmn.com or contact
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ENJOY EAGAN
866-324-2620

• Over 30 Midwest Locations & Sisters, OR
• Deluxe Accommodations & Amenities

GrandStay Loves
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• Indoor Pool, Free Breakfast & Free WiFi

Contact us for a proposal today!
info@grandstayhospitality.com
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Adventure Awaits
FIND YOUR TRUE NORTH
ONLY IN MINNESOTA
Minnesota is ready to welcome you to
the land of 10,000 lakes. Tour legendary
musician Prince’s home and recording
studio or get up close and personal with
American Eagles at the National Eagle
Center. Shop with no sales tax on clothes
at the iconic Mall of America, home of
over 500 stores and 50 restaurants. To
connect with the great outdoors, stop by
Split Rock Lighthouse on Lake Superior
or take a paddlewheel boat cruise on
the Mississippi River. Join us on a new
adventure, only in Minnesota.

EXPLOREMINNESOTA.COM

FOX CITIES WISCONSIN
HIKE High Cliff State Park’s
trails lead to spectacular views and
history dating back 1,500 years to when
the Siouan nation called the area their
seasonal home.
TOUR Dive into local history
at Hearthstone Historic House
Museum and History Museum at
the Castle. View stunning glass art,
including antique paperweights, at the
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
in Neenah.
DO Make paper during a handson experience at Paper Discovery
Center, located in a former paper mill.
WATCH Take in one of
Broadway’s biggest shows or a night
of arts and entertainment at the Fox

1

Cities Performing Arts Center.
Motorcoach parking is free, and
the group sales department offers
planning services.
SHOP Head to Simon’s Specialty
Cheese for its signature cheeses, other
food and food-related gifts. At Lamers
Dairy, watch the bottling process
through a 30-foot observation window
and shop in the country store.
EAT Fratellos Waterfront
Restaurant overlooks the Fox River
and has a private room that can
accommodate a group.
SEE Explore Dutch heritage
at Little Chute Windmill, a fully
functioning windmill based on an
1850s design from the Netherlands.
ASK
Fox Cities Convention
& Visitors Bureau
920-734-3358
foxcities.org

“

The Fox Cities blend rich
history, flavorful cuisine
and a vibrant arts and
culture scene. Centrally
located with access to I-41
and highways 45 and 10,
our area is an ideal huband-spoke destination.”

—Alison Hutchinson,
group sales manager, Fox Cities
Convention & Visitors Bureau

2

1
2
3

3
High Cliff State Park
Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass
Little Chute Windmill
Photos: Fox Cities CVB
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Pack an appetite
and a sense of
adventure.
Where

Unique
Unites

FIND YOUR ONE-OF-KIND ADVENTURE AT
VISITMILWAUKEE.ORG/GROUPS
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TAKE A TOUR THROUGH
AMERICAN CULTURE
Come see what’s new at the World’s Only Harley-Davidson Museum
and discover stories and interactive exhibits that celebrate expression,
camaraderie and love for the sport.

H-DMUSEUM.COM/TOURS
©2022 H-D or its affiliates. HARLEY-DAVIDSON, HARLEY, H-D, and the Bar and Shield Logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

RAISE A GLASS TO SOME LOCAL FLAVOR
Have a taste for something different?
From diners, bistros, and supper clubs to food festivals,
live music, and nightlife, Kenosha sets the table with
food and entertainment options just waiting to be
savored. We’re ready when you are!
Start planning your group visit!

VisitKenosha.com
262-857-7164

Wayne County Ohio

It’s not too late to book a performance of The Ohio Light
Opera this summer. Also visit P. Graham Dunn, The J. M.
Smucker Co. Store and Café and Lehman’s. Schedule an
experience at the new E & H Ace Hardware Flagship Store.

www.wccvb.com • 1.800.362.6474 • #getawayne
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LYMAN ESTATE,
WALTHAM, MASS.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF
HISTORIC NEW ENGLAND

Explore New England’s stories at historic homes
By David Hoekman

Historic homes in New England
provide groups with authentic and
unexpected encounters with the
past.
Historic New England
Historic New England welcomes visitors to historic properties in five states.
Peter Gittleman, team leader, visitor
experience, at Historic New England, said
private tours allow groups to arrange a
completely customized experience. For example, a group could tour the 1774 Sarah
Orne Jewett House in Berwick, Maine —
where the author spent much of her life —
and then have tea and discuss her books.
At the Lyman Estate in Waltham,
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Massachusetts, open year-round, book
guided tours of the mansion with some
of the oldest greenhouses in the United
States, which are still operational. Dining
can be arranged in the mansion’s elegant
ballroom.
Historic New England bundles several
of its properties in a tour. Moreover, everything from a general-interest tour to a reception to a specialty tour on flowers, fine
art or furnishings is possible. Nooks and
crannies tours are popular with groups.
“I hope groups learn something new
and surprising and have a great time,” Gittleman said. “There’s a lot to surprise people here in New England.” For instance,
although the abolitionist movement
against slavery began in New England,

slavery was present in the region.
“We want people to understand that
history is complicated and nuanced and
not a pageant,” Gittleman said.
In fall 2021, Historic New England
launched Recovering New England’s
Voices, an initiative to take a more inclusive
approach to sharing the region’s history.
Research scholars are uncovering community stories that represent all perspectives
and will focus on the lives of immigrants,
racialized and indigenous peoples, women,
LGBTQ+ people and others.
Recovering New England’s Voices
is a 20- to 30-year initiative that will
fundamentally change the stories the
organization tells at its sites, Gittleman
said. historicnewengland.org

John Brown House Museum
Located in Providence, Rhode Island,
the John Brown House Museum is part
of the Rhode Island Historical Society.
Brown, an influential 18th-century
merchant, statesman, privateer and trader of enslaved peoples, built the home as
a status symbol of his wealth and power.
The home is interpreted as it stood in
Brown’s time, with period rooms staged
with historic decorative artifacts. Visitors
are invited to engage with themes like
trade, industry, slavery, servitude, illness
and politics.
Tour groups can opt for self-guided
audio tours or a narrative-based tour by
a trained docent, said Erika Holshoe, the
museum’s manager of operations and
interpretation. “Tours last an hour and
encourage visitors to engage with history
through questioning the spaces they
stand in and the world of Rhode Island
in the 18th century,” she said.
Holshoe said many groups find the
Sally Gallery to be the most impactful.
The gallery explores the Brown family’s third attempt to participate in the
transatlantic slave trade on the ship Sally.
The ship’s first voyage was considered to
be a failure as a result of massive deaths
among the enslaved persons onboard
and an uprising against their captors. All
Brown brothers except John became abolitionists after the horrors of this journey,
causing political division in the Brown
family. “A dark but important story, the
Sally Gallery honors those present on the
voyage and encourages visitors to engage
with a difficult history and consider its
legacy,” Holshoe said.
The museum aims to give visitors
new nuggets of knowledge of what life
was like for Rhode Islanders in the 1700s.
“Though the house is filled with gorgeous historic architecture, furniture and
decorative arts, visitors should be prepared to encounter difficult histories in
the home,” Holshoe said. “We encourage
all visitors to explore the museum with
an open mind and to be respectful of the
experiences of others.” rihs.org/locations/
the-john-brown-house-museum n

ABOVE: JOHN BROWN HOUSE MUSEUM, PROVIDENCE, R.I.
PHOTOS: RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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ATLANTIC CITY NEW JERSEY
STROLL Walk down Atlantic City’s
world-famous Boardwalk. The historic
wooden way provides access to hotels,
resorts, shops and casinos. On the Boardwalk,
shoppers have opportunities to purchase
saltwater taffy, fudge, Atlantic City-themed
souvenirs and gifts.
DO Take a trip to Steel Pier, Atlantic
City’s amusement park, which offers
food, rides and games. Experience why ax
throwing is so much fun at AC Axe & Pub.
The 227-foot-tall Wheel at Steel Pier offers
panoramic views from 40 temperature-

1

controlled gondolas.
LISTEN The Jim Whelan Boardwalk
Hall includes two huge pipe organs. With
33,112 pipes, the Midmer-Losh Opus 5550
organ is known as the largest pipe organ ever
built. In the Adrian Phillips Theater is the W.
W. Kimball Opus 7073, an organ uniquely
suited to the interpretation of silent movies.
The Historic Organ Restoration Committee
has resumed the weekly Curator’s Tour and
Wednesday Noon Recital this year.

“

Rediscover Atlantic City! There is nothing better than
the calming sound of the ocean, the excitement of our
casinos and the satisfaction of an amazing meal. I invite
you to see why Atlantic City is a favorite for groups and
experience all we have to offer in our year-round seaside
destination.”
—Heather Colache, tourism account director, Tour Atlantic City

DISCOVER Atlantic City Experience at
Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall is an exhibit that
provides a great introduction to the history of
Atlantic City — from diving horses to dancing
girls, from the Boardwalk to the Northside,
from casinos to churches, from Prohibition
to the present. Presented by the Atlantic City
Free Public Library, the exhibit features iconic
images, digital touch screens, artifacts, an
interactive timeline and video clips.
ENJOY A few steps off the Boardwalk,
land on The Orange Loop, three blocks
of unique restaurants, bars, chocolate, live
music, coffee and more, which takes its name
from the Monopoly board game.
ASK

2

Tour Atlantic City
609-318-6097
touratlanticcity.com

1

Atlantic City Boardwalk

2

Steel Pier

Photos: Meet AC

Rediscover

AT L A N T I C C I T Y

A world of entertaining and unique experiences awaits your arrival in Atlantic City.
Enjoy tax-free shopping, the world-famous Boardwalk, award-winning dining for every taste,
exhilarating gaming action, and live entertainment. It’s all back better than ever! Create a
casino package with deluxe accommodations today for the ultimate getaway at the shore.
Atlantic City expert Heather Colache is available at 609-318-6097 or hcolache@meetac.com
to make sure you enjoy Atlantic City as it was meant to be experienced.
Meet AC received funding through a grant from the New Jersey
Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism.

TourAtlanticCity.com
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PHOTO: COURTESY OF CAPE MAY MAC

Experience Cape May your way
By Michael McLaughlin
As America’s first seaside resort, Cape May is
a picturesque community with much to offer for
groups. From its unparalleled collection of Victorian-era buildings to the 1942 World War II Lookout
Tower or the 1859 Lighthouse overlooking one of the
world’s premier birding spots, this coastal community provides groups with something for everyone.
Every group’s journey begins on the way to Cape
May with the stellar personalized service of the Cape
May MAC (Museums + Arts + Culture) tour managers.
“We have an amazing team who have seen and
done it all and are proud to leverage that experience
to make your visit unique,” said Susan Gibson, group
tour manager with Cape May MAC. “Itineraries can
be tailored to what people want to experience, and
we pair the group with the right guide to bring that
story to life.”
Cape May MAC operates four historic sites, a
fleet of trolleys and hosts tours and events throughout Cape May County. It treats Cape May as a museum without walls.
Trolley tours are the most popular offering and
provide the most diversity of content to help visitors
discover Cape May’s history, architecture and natural
beauty.
The Mansions by the Sea Trolley Tour tells the
story of beachfront development from Victorian
cottages to modern housing. Enjoy soaking in the
sun and sea breeze like the Victorians in an open-air
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trolley while snapping photographs of some of the
most magnificent structures built in Cape May like
the historic 1879 Physick Estate.
Few people know the role that Cape May played
in the Underground Railroad, nor do many know
about Harriet Tubman’s presence there. The Underground Railroad Trolley Tour tells the story of
the places where escaped slaves sought refuge and
continued their journeys to freedom.
“Nighttime tours are also popular,” Gibson said.
Dusk is a great backdrop for the Spirits and Oddities
Tour. Visitors will hear stories of the superstitions,
fads, curiosities and mysteries of the Victorians as
they explore the wild and weird.
In addition to the Trolley Tours, the City Guide
Tours are another great way to experience Cape May.
With two golf carts and a cadre of guides at the ready,
groups as small as four can customize their sightseeing by selecting from a menu of topics designed
to cater to a range of interests from military and
maritime to birds and architecture.
“These more intimate visits are designed to be
flexible to suit individual interests,” Gibson said.
With an amazing range of offerings for different
size groups and interests, Cape May MAC provides
customized itineraries to allow groups to make the
most of their stay. n
Cape May MAC
609-224-6030
capemaymac.org

LAKE GEORGE NEW YORK
CRUISE Board a cruise ship to see Lake George,
“The Queen of American Lakes,” from the water. Both
the Lake George Steamboat Company and Lake
George Shoreline Cruises offer a variety of cruises.
Whether it is on the sternwheel steamship the Minne
Ha-Ha, the Horicon or the Adirondac, the group is
sure to enjoy the lake breezes, stately homes and
resorts along the shore.
DO Take a self-guided trail walk at Natural
Stone Bridge and Caves, home of the largest
marble cave entrance in the Northeast. Or enjoy
breathtaking views at West Mountain, where there
are scenic chair rides, hiking, mountaintop yoga and

1

chef-prepared mountaintop box lunches. Visitors
can’t miss the 100-mile view of Lake George and the
mountains beyond at the top of Prospect Mountain.
Motorcoaches travel the 5½-mile memorial highway
to the 2,030-foot summit and stop at its three
overlooks for photo opportunities. Prefer a more
rigorous adventure? Take the hiking trail to the
summit.
DISCOVER Book a tour at Fort William Henry
Museum, a restored French and Indian War fort at
the south end of Lake George. Experience life at a
British fort in 1755, complete with a musket loading
and firing demonstration and a cannon firing
demonstration.
VIEW History and art abound in Glens Falls.
The Hyde Collection is an art museum with
distinguished collections of European and American
art. The Chapman Museum celebrates the history
of the Glens Falls-Queensbury community and is
located in a historic house.
ENJOY Pick up some farm and artisan cheese
and other local food items at Nettle Meadow at

3

The Hitching Post in Lake Luzerne. The historic log
structure holds a creamery, viewing room, aging
rooms, retail space, and tavern and tasting room
featuring award-winning cheeses and small plates.
ASK
Lake George Area in New York’s Adirondacks
518-761-6575
visitlakegeorge.com

1
2
3

Cruises in Lake George
Natural Stone Bridge and Caves
Chairlift, West Mountain
Photos: VisitLakeGeorge.com

“

2

This unique itinerary
captures not only
quintessential Lake George
Area attractions but also
local hidden gems sure to
delight everyone in your
group! I look forward to
assisting tour operators
to create a customized
itinerary to our area any
time of year.”

—Tanya Brand, group tour
promoter, Lake George Area in
New York’s Adirondacks
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President Lincoln’s Cottage
shares American figure’s legacy
By Michael McLaughlin
Visitors to Washington, D.C., will be familiar with
the Lincoln Memorial and Ford’s Theatre. President
Lincoln’s Cottage offers visitors new insights into this
towering figure in American history.
“The tours are very intimate,” said Rebecca Kilborne, marketing and communications manager at
President Lincoln’s Cottage. “We see unfamiliar sides
of a very familiar figure. That leads to flashes of insight
about Lincoln, leadership, and really, humanity.”
Abraham Lincoln spent over a quarter of his presidency at the cottage — a sprawling 34-room Gothic
Revival presidential retreat, located 3 miles north of
the White House. The cottage was a place of solace
for Abraham and Mary Lincoln after the tragic death
of their son.
The site offered no respite from the Civil War,
however. Soldiers were laid to rest on the burial
ground adjacent to the property. As the Civil War
raged on, Lincoln could see the cemetery filling up
from the second floor of the cottage.
From the rooms of the home, Lincoln plotted
war strategy, held political meetings and welcomed
a diversity of viewpoints: cabinet members, polit-

ical allies and adversaries, foreign dignitaries and
self-emancipated people. Interactions with soldiers
provided him with firsthand news from the front and
a pulse on opinions about current events.
During his residency, Lincoln commuted daily to
the White House on horseback or by carriage. This
route exposed the president to different perspectives
that were fundamental to the historic decisions he
made and the kind of leader he was. Most significantly, it was at the cottage that Lincoln developed
and drafted the Emancipation Proclamation.
Groups visiting the site have the opportunity to
walk in Lincoln’s footsteps and explore the rooms in
which these pivotal decisions were made.
“Our guides are passionate about history and
social justice,” Kilborne said. “They are not afraid
to examine all sides of Lincoln’s character and ask
thought-provoking questions of our visitors.”
Guides build an experience for groups with their
storytelling skills, incorporation of primary sources
into their narratives and their ability to engage visitors in conversation.
The site’s Visitor Education Center offers a
self-guided experience. Three permanent galleries
share knowledge and imagery of the history of Lincoln’s time at the cottage. An exhibit, “Reflections on
Grief and Child Loss,” ties the Lincoln family’s grief
after losing two young sons with the experience of
modern bereaved families and encourages visitors to
reflect on their own loved ones.
Groups can add the Lincoln’s Toughest Decisions
program onto their tours. This facilitated experience
allows visitors to explore issues facing Lincoln and
his cabinet through primary sources.
“President Lincoln’s Cottage provides a window
on Lincoln the person — as he lived, breathed and
moved about the city,” said Joan Cummins, program
coordinator. “Visitors leave with an appreciation for
his introspection, his poise in a time of conflict, his
role in the end of slavery and that he was a human
being.” n
President Lincoln’s Cottage
202-829-0436, ext. 0
lincolncottage.org/tours

PHOTO: CAROL M. HIGHSMITH, PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S COTTAGE
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THE RIDE offers truly immersive
NYC sightseeing experience
By Michael McLaughlin
From Lady Liberty to the lights of Broadway,
the streets of New York City come to life on
THE RIDE. Though it passes by some of the
city’s most iconic sites, it is not a tour: buckle
up instead for a one-of-a-kind entertainment
experience.
Each ride takes audiences on a 75-minute immersive performance with 4½ miles of Manhattan’s busy streets as the show’s living backdrop.
Riders take a seat on a custom-designed motorcoach. Floor-to-ceiling panoramic windows and
side-facing, stadium-style seating capitalize on
New York’s electric energy and soaring cityscape.
Each performance is narrated by a dynamic
duo of comedic guides.
“While the show is deeply scripted and
supported with original media, the magic, as an
experiential entertainment, is in safely moving
the audience through NYC’s diverse and edgy
ecosystem with humor and insight,” said Richard
Humphrey, THE RIDE’s author, director, CEO
and COO. “Remember that on THE RIDE, the
street is the constantly evolving stage.”
As THE RIDE progresses, the guides and the
motorcoach itself make riders a part of the show.
“THE RIDE can upload and incorporate client

PHOTO: THE RIDE

media. We have customized events with script
and media flexibility,” Humphrey said.
THE RIDE’s cast and crew emerge on cue
from crowded city streets to the delight of riders.
A New Year’s Eve reveler waits on the ball to
drop and leads riders in a countdown on Times
Square. A freestyle rapper rhymes about audience members. A passerby breaks into elaborate
choreography. A ballet dancer twirls pirouettes
around Columbus Circle. These seemingly spontaneous scenes blur the boundary between who
is a planted performer and what was perhaps just
another unexpected New York moment.
THE RIDE has delighted over 1 million riders
with over 30,000 interactive experiences that
showcase what makes New York City such a
vibrant place: the people.
“THE RIDE strives to celebrate NYC’s unique
culture and legacy,” Humphrey said. “Hence,
from ballet to urban dance and rap strategically placed on the streets, we connect our guests
to the urgency of original creation that drives
NYC’s engine of innovation. Riders feel like first
viewers in this discovery process.” n
THE RIDE
646-661-7699, ext. 142
experiencetheride.com

grouptourmagazine.com
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National Aquarium welcomes groups
with aquatic adventures
By Michael McLaughlin
With everything from angelfish to
zebra sharks and hundreds of species in
between, visitors find a diversity of life
at the National Aquarium in Baltimore’s
Inner Harbor.
Award-winning habitats representing
the depths of the ocean, Maryland’s tidal
estuaries, and some of the most diverse
ecosystems on the planet like the Amazon or Australia help visitors appreciate
an entire world of wonder.
Groups come face-to-fin with sharks
in Blacktip Reef. They can experience
this habitat from multiple vantage points,
including a stunning underwater viewing
area. There, sleek sharks cut through the
water’s surface as rays gracefully glide
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and stunning fish dart between branches
of colorful coral.
This year, the National Aquarium is
launching a new experience for groups.
Groups of 25 to 250 participants can
arrange to enjoy a morning of private
access. This experience will allow them
to enjoy following the fish in the Blue
Wonders area and asking questions
before the general public arrives.
All the while, group members learn
more about the animals and their ecosystems. “To make the experience more
enriching, experts stationed on stage by
Blacktip Reef provide narration and are
available to answer questions,” said Nora
Campbell, director of sales at National
Aquarium.
“Along the journey, additional educational carts and educators further engage
group members to make their visit as
interactive as possible,” Campbell said.
Guests can either choose to stop and
interact at all of the education stations or
freely roam at their own pace. The aquarium’s linear layout ensures that visitors
won’t miss highlights like the sawfish or
sea turtles.
Once the doors open to the public,
group members can venture to other
habitats ahead of the crowd.

northeast

In addition to this new private-access
experience, the aquarium offers more
intimate behind-the-scenes tours and
experiences. These itineraries are typically capped at 12 participants but can
be customized for larger groups. A shark
encounter, for example, invites visitors to
walk the catwalk above Shark Alley while
sharks swim just inches below!
“Visits really do matter and help us
with our mission to preserve the world’s
aquatic treasures,” Campbell said. The
Aquarium’s Animal Rescue arm and its
new Dolphin Sanctuary Project are a testament to that mission and the impact that
visitors have on care and conservation.
Situated just steps from dozens of
hotels, restaurants, attractions and shops,
the National Aquarium welcomes groups
to a world of aquatic adventure! n
National Aquarium
410-576-3833
aqua.org/visit/groups

PHOTOS: NATIONAL AQUARIUM
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Get a glimpse of Old New England
at Historic Deerfield
By Michael McLaughlin
Groups walk back in time to the heart of New
England’s 18th-century Colonial frontier at Historic
Deerfield. An outdoor museum that interprets the
history and culture of early New England and the
Connecticut River Valley, Historic Deerfield is located
in the heart of Massachusetts just off the I-91 corridor.
New half-day group experiences offer visitors different entry points into the museum and the rich narrative
it tells through the architecture of its 12 houses and vast
collection of furniture, textiles and period arts.
Deerfield Through the Seasons makes the best
of what each season has to offer. Groups begin their

PHOTO: HISTORIC DEERFIELD
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visit with hands-on activities in the Visitor Center
at Hall Tavern. Visitors will learn how Deerfield’s
inhabitants cooked and dined through participating
in an open-hearth cooking demonstration with seasonal ingredients. After visiting the Cook’s Garden,
groups create an herb sachet to take with them to
naturally freshen drawers and closets.
The visit includes touring spaces such as the
Williams House, originally constructed in 1730 and
remodeled to its current appearance in 1816 — a
house that interprets the life, furnishings and stylings
of more prosperous individuals in the village.
“Deerfield Through Time explores Old Main
Street over the years that it has been populated,”
said Madeline Benjamin, visitor services manager at
Historic Deerfield. Groups begin at the Flynt Center
of Early New England Life, a museum within the
museum, for a self-guided visit of the collection.
“Guests are then joined by a step-on guide who
will travel with the bus to provide a narrative of the
historical story,” Benjamin said. Guests will hear
about the Pocumtuck people who farmed, fished and
hunted in the region for generations. Deerfield then
followed the familiar English open-field village plan
when Samuel Hinsdale and Samson Frary arrived
in 1669. As guides talk about the settlement during
King Philip’s War and the devastating 1704 raid, the
group will be transported to the other end of Main
Street to continue its visit.
Groups can explore guided properties like the
Williams House and self-guided spaces like the
Wright House Furniture Gallery — a unique space
that shows a progression of styles and furniture from
the area, which would have been popular during the
time period the room interprets.
“Historic Deerfield is also set up for shorter visits,”
Benjamin said. “Step-on guides can provide an overview as the coach makes its way down Main Street.”
Many groups complement their visit with a
planned meal at the Deerfield Inn. Offering buffet
and plated meals of seasonal American fare, the
Deerfield Inn offers a casual, friendly atmosphere for
lunch or dinner. n
Historic Deerfield
413-775-7214
historic-deerfield.org
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FREDERICK MARYLAND
TOUR Seek out Civil War history
at Monocacy National Battlefield,
where the one-day “Battle that Saved
Washington” was fought. A visitor
center and walking trails interpret the
July 9, 1864, battle.
At the National Museum of
Civil War Medicine, learn about the
innovations of Civil War medicine.
DISCOVER Tour the National
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,

1

“

the first American-born saint. See the
grand Basilica dedicated to her and
choose from several group tours. The

Frederick County is a brilliant
destination to bring a group to
explore history, culture, and the
unique flavors of this Maryland
community, all while being
close to Washington, D.C.,;
Baltimore; and Gettysburg.
Visit Frederick can assist in
planning activities, organizing
overnight accommodations and
customizing an itinerary to make
your visit to Hip and Historic
Frederick a memorable one.”

National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes is the oldest replica of
the Grotto of Lourdes in the Western
Hemisphere.
TASTE Take in local flavors
at dozens of tasting rooms in
downtown Frederick and in the
scenic countryside. Frederick, the
home of Maryland’s first cidery,
meadery, organic distillery and farm
brewery, is on the cutting edge of craft
beverages.
Visit South Mountain Creamery

2

and tour Maryland’s first on-the-farm
dairy processing plant.

—Jake Wynn, marketing
and communications manager,
Visit Frederick

ENJOY Head to downtown
Frederick’s Arts & Entertainment
District, which is home to three
theaters, including the Weinberg
Center for the Arts, a 1920s-era
performance venue. Art galleries with
the work of local and nationally known
artists
ASK
Visit Frederick
City & County Maryland
301-600-4047
visitfrederick.org

3

1
2
3

Monocacy National Battlefield
National Shrine of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
South Mountain Creamery
Photos: Courtesy of Visit Frederick
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Turkey Hill Experience offers fun by the scoopful
By Michael McLaughlin
A day spent exploring the rolling
farmlands of eastern Pennsylvania is
not complete without a taste of fresh ice
cream. At the Turkey Hill Experience in
Columbia, groups of every age can enjoy
scoopfuls and participate in a hands-on
visit exploring ice cream from milking to
marketing.
“Groups generally visit for at least two
hours,” said Kim Mable-Dolly, group sales
coordinator at Turkey Hill Experience.
“This allows them to interact with exhibits
in the Turkey Hill Experience and participate in the popular Taste Lab program.”
The hands-on self-guided tour is filled
with interactive modules and simulated
experiences that let visitors learn about the
ice cream-making process in an immer-

sive way. Visitors learn about the history
of Turkey Hill by sitting in a restored milk
truck or even milking a mechanical cow.
The blast freezer helps visitors feel just
how cold temperatures need to plummet
to transform ice cream into the hardpacked treat found in stores and shops.
A virtual lab lets guests dream up
their own ice cream concoction from
ingredients to packaging. A mini studio
even lets guests “film” their own commercial and access their video at home as
a memento of their visit.
“The highlight of the visit is unlimited
samples of ice cream,” Mable-Dolly said.
Mable-Dolly’s favorite flavor is Choco
Mint Chip or one of the new Trio’politans, in case groups are looking for a
recommendation!
The Taste Lab program is a popular

addition for groups and one that adults
really enjoy. “Think of it as Ice Cream
101,” Mable-Dolly said. An instructor
guides guests through the process of
customizing their pint of base, adding
flavoring, selecting and stirring in treats
from the inclusion wall, and finishing the
process with the variegate swirl to add
fun and color.
After the tour, visitors can check out
the gift shop, which offers an array of
Turkey Hill merchandise.
The Turkey Hill Experience is conveniently located on the Susquehanna River,
making it a great stop for tours exploring
or passing through the Lancaster region. n
Turkey Hill Experience
717-684-0134
turkeyhillexperience.com/groups

A STORY WITH
EVERY STEP

Make moments that matter in hip & historic Frederick County, Maryland. Wander historic
downtowns with locally-owned specialty shops, galleries, and theaters. Venture outdoors in
National & State Parks and experience our storied past at Civil War battlefields. Indulge
in world-class restaurants and unwind at dozens of tasting rooms.

visitfrederick.org • 800-999-3613
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ICONIC BRANDS
OF THE

SOUTHEAST

See the homes of popular products
you know and love
By Kristen Nichols

While touring in the Southeast,
groups can connect with a number
of iconic brands, through visitor
centers, experiences and museums
dedicated to sharing their stories.

World of Coca-Cola

WORLD OF COCA-COLA,
ATLANTA, GA.
PHOTO: COCA-COLA COMPANY
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Atlanta, Georgia
For over 25 years, the World of Coca-Cola has been a part of the Atlanta
community to honor and share the iconic
beverage’s history. First located at Underground Atlanta, World of Coca-Cola moved
to the city’s downtown at Pemberton Place,
named for the brand’s inventor, in 2007.
Visitors walk through The Loft, a sort
of museum of nearly 200 Coca-Cola ar-

tifacts from over the last 125 years before
going into the Coca-Cola Theater to see
the brand film Moments of Happiness,
though the theater is temporarily closed.
Next, guests enter the Vault of the Secret
Formula, an immersive multimedia experience that brings them close to where
the brand’s secret recipe is held. At the
Milestones of Refreshment, guests walk
through the brand’s history before taking
an up-close look into the bottling process
at Bottle Works. Before visitors leave, they
meet the Coca-Cola Polar Bear and take
photos with the brand’s beloved character.
404-676-5151, worldofcoca-cola.com/
groups/groups-tickets

Jack Daniel Distillery

Lynchburg, Tennessee
Experience Lynchburg by visiting
the landmark Jack Daniel Distillery.
The folks at Jack Daniel aim to share the
whole town in addition to their whiskey, pointing guests to the Lynchburg
Hardware General Store, which has the
brand’s memorabilia and merchandise,
and Miss Mary Bobo’s Boarding House
and Restaurant for meals.
“[We] think of the experience as welcoming guests into our home,” said Erik
Brown, director of Jack Daniel’s Homeplace. “These grounds and this place are
so special. There are a million different
distilleries, but when you come here, you
can just fall in love.”
Brown credits the “wow” factor to
seeing where all of the brand’s whiskey
has been made since 1866. The process
has remained consistent, and he said
no matter the tour or guide telling the
brand’s history and process, passion for
Jack Daniel’s comes through.
931-759-6357, jackdaniels.com/en-us/
tour-comparison

Tabasco Brand Factory
Tour & Museum

Avery Island, Louisiana
Walk through the history of the
world-famous hot sauce on Avery Island,
where it was invented by the McIlhenny
family, and where they continue to make
it five generations later.
Tours are self-guided, so visitors can

JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY,
LYNCHBURG, TENN.
PHOTO: JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY

go at their own pace learning about the
hot sauce’s history on the Brand Factory
Tour & Museum. Guests can also walk
through the Jungle Gardens — 170 acres
of greenery in the bayou — or eat at the
TABASCO® Restaurant 1868! —which
serves genuine Cajun dishes and Southern food that features TABASCO.
The site also includes the Pepper
Greenhouse, Barrel Warehouse, Avery
Island Conservation, Salt Mine diorama
and TABASCO Country Store.
337-373-6139, tabasco.com/visit-averyisland/tabasco-tour

Bush’s Beans

Chestnut Hill, Tennessee
Bush’s Beans’ headquarters are in
the picturesque foothills of the Smoky
Mountains, where the company has a
museum that details the 110-year journey
of the bean brand.
“The museum is an opportunity to
learn about the company history and how
it evolved from a small tomato cannery
to a national brand known for its famous
baked bean recipe … and for spokesdog,
Duke, who tries to ‘spill the beans’ on the
Secret Family Recipe,” said Susan Merrell,
store manager at Bush’s Visitor Center.
“Get a behind-the-scenes tour of how our
products are processed and shipped to
your local grocer.”
The Visitor Center includes the General Store, which has the complete lineup
of Bush’s products, including regional
items visitors may not have seen, as well
as housewares, vintage items and mer-

BUSH’S BEANS,
CHESTNUT HILL, TENN.
PHOTO: BUSH’S BEANS

TABASCO BRAND
FACTORY & MUSEUM,
AVERY ISLAND, LA.

PHOTO: MCILHENNY COMPANY

chandise. The center also includes Bush’s
Family Café, with specialty, home-cooked
meals like the infamous pinto bean pie, a
visitor favorite. At press time the museum
was closed for renovation, but is expected
to reopen in late spring 2022.
865-509-3077, bushbeans.com

Louisville Slugger
Museum & Factory

Louisville, Kentucky
Learn about the bat that baseball
legends like Babe Ruth and Roberto
Clemente used at the Louisville Slugger
Museum & Factory.
In the production factory, visitors can
walk through the process of making the
bat, seeing the wood transformed into
its iconic shape. Visitors will also view
the production of the fan-favorite mini
bats, getting to keep one at the end as a
souvenir.
In the brand’s museum, there are
galleries of historic baseball memorabilia
and interactive exhibits. Outside is the
Big Bat, the world’s largest bat at 68,000
pounds and towering 120 feet in the air,
made to replicate Babe Ruth’s Louisville
Slugger. Along with the Big Bat, the museum has the Big Glove, a baseball glove
sculpture made of Kentucky limestone
that weighs 17 tons. The Great Wall
features legendary players’ signatures
burned into wood, and the Bat Vault
features 3,000 unique bats.
877-775-8443, sluggermuseum.com/
explore-the-museum/factory-tour n

LOUISVILLE SLUGGER MUSEUM
& FACTORY, LOUISVILLE, KY.
PHOTO: LOUISVILLE SLUGGER MUSEUM
& FACTORY
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TYBEE ISLAND GEORGIA
CRUISE Ride the waves with
the dolphins aboard Captain Mike’s
Dolphin Tours or Captain Derek’s
Dolphin Adventure Tours. Learn
about the dolphins, which can be seen
at play any time of day. Bull River
Cruises offers eco-adventure, dolphin
and history cruises.
TOUR Head to the Tybee Island
Lighthouse, one of the iconic sights
on Tybee Island. For a grand view of
the island, take the 178 steps to the
top. A short walk leads to the Tybee
Island Museum, where guest can

1

encounter more than 400 years of
history. Watch a cannon firing at
the old fort grounds of Fort Pulaski
National Monument. The fort was
built in the early 19th century to
protect the port of Savannah and
represents a turning point in military
history. During the Civil War, the Union
army used rifled cannons against the
masonry fortifications and compelled
the Confederate garrison inside the
fort to surrender. The monument is
a good place for hiking and birdwatching.
DO Head outdoors and
experience Tybee Island. Kayaks, jet
skis and paddleboards are available
to rent. Take a tour through the
Back River to the historic Cockspur
Lighthouse and even to Little Tybee
Island. Instruction is available for
beginners, so everyone can be in on
the adventure.
EAT The Original Crab Shack is
a Tybee Island institution. Formerly a
fish camp, the Crab Shack started out
as a casual place for locals to enjoy a

2

“

Tybee Island has an
abundance of group offerings as
unique as the island itself with
historical attractions, outdoor
excursions and iconic seafood
restaurants. Visit Tybee is pleased
to provide all the services and
resources needed to anyone
planning in a group capacity.”

—Kim Webster, sales manager,
Visit Tybee

meal. Today, more than 30 years later,

ASK

visitors from all over enjoy seafood

Visit Tybee

platters and the authentic “Crab

912-644-6471

Shack experience.”

visittybee.com

1
2
3

3
Bull River Cruises
Tybee Island Lighthouse
The Original Crab Shack
Photos: Visit Tybee
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YEAR-ROUND
FUN IN
DEKALB COUNTY

Atlanta’s DeKalb County offers a variety of options
for groups to explore:

• Beautiful outdoor spaces
• Famous attractions such as Stone Mountain Park and Fernbank Museum
• Trendy and bustling retail scene including New Black Wall Street Market
• Cultural and heritage tours such as the historical Flat Rock Archives

We offer Itinerary/Packaging Services, Competitive Bids
and FAM Opportunities.

770.492.5012 | discoverdekalb.com
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PHOTO: CHARLESTON TEA GARDEN

Charleston Tea Garden
symbolizes American-made tea
By Kristen Nichols
The only large-scale commercial tea garden in the
United States, Charleston Tea Garden is a staple in
the South and features American-grown tea.
Though most tea lovers probably know, all types
of tea come from the same plant and are varied
depending on how they are processed. General Manager Bryn Riley said this is the fact that most often
surprises guests who visit Charleston Tea Garden on
Wadmalaw Island, South Carolina.
The plant is called Camellia Sinensis, first brought
to the Carolinas in the 1700s. Attempts to produce
tea for consumption were unsuccessful until 1888.
That’s when Dr. Charles Sheppard founded a tea
plantation and American-grown tea became a reality.
His plants were eventually transplanted to a farm,
later bought by a third-generation tea-taster, William
Barclay Hall. He turned it into a commercial tea
garden, and his original “American Classic” was the
first entirely American-made tea, a Carolina favorite.
In 2003, Hall partnered with the Bigelow Tea Company, who bought the garden and expanded its tea
offerings and commercial operation.
In addition to an appreciation for tea, Riley said
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that he hopes Charleston Tea Garden visitors learn
more about the tea-making process.
“When they leave here, they have such a better
understanding of tea,” Riley said. “Everybody’s got
this idea of tea, but nobody really understands where
it comes from or the process that goes into making it,
so it’s a very unique visit for people to come see how
it’s done and have a great time while they’re doing it.”
Tours are open and free to the public, but reservations are encouraged for groups. Group reservations
include a trolley tour, factory tour, samples of tea
from the gift shop and an optional catered box lunch.
Riley recommends groups plan to spend at least
an hour and a half to two hours, potentially more
if groups plan to have lunch. The trolleys can hold
up to 44 passengers, and the garden is able to rotate
three groups through the site at once, so large groups
can be accommodated. The factory tour is accessible,
but trolleys are not currently accessible (though the
garden is looking to add an accessible trolley). n
Charleston Tea Garden
843-559-0383
charlestonteagarden.com/group-tours

TIME FOR A
GET-TOGETHER?
BRING IT TO

.

START PLANNING AT VISITMYRTLEBEACH.COM/GROUPS

Scan for sample itineraries.

170
ITEM
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Pasta Station – Hibachi Grill
Kids Buffet – Full Service Bar
Chocolate Fountain
Only 3 miles from Alabama Theater
& 7 miles from Broadway At The Beach

MOTORCOACH PARKING • MEET & GREET PROGRAM
FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS CALL:

843.839.2292

GiantCrab.com

9597 N. Kings Hwy. • Myrtle Beach, SC
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BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA
EXPLORE Tannehill Historical
State Park is the birthplace of
Birmingham’s iron and steel industry
and was a major supplier of pig iron
for Confederate forces during the Civil
War.
Visit the massive furnaces and
smokestacks at Sloss Furnaces
National Historic Landmark; the
former iron-making complex is now
a museum. Move up the mountain
to Vulcan Park and Museum. See
Vulcan, the largest statue ever cast
in iron and Birmingham’s iconic and

1

unofficial symbol. He is patterned after
the mythical Roman god of the forge.
TOUR Review the rise of the civil
rights movement at the Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute. Across the
street is 16th Street Baptist Church,
where four girls were killed in a Ku
Klux Klan bombing in 1963. Tours
cover the church’s beginning and its
painful history. Next to the institute
and church is Kelly Ingram Park, a
congregating area for demonstrations
in the 1960s. Sculptures in the park
commemorate the civil rights struggle
in Birmingham.
ADMIRE Head to Barber
Vintage Motorsports Museum

3

for a docent-led tour of a stunning
collection of cars and motorcycles.
The 67½ acres of Birmingham
Botanical Gardens holds more
than 30 thematic gardens, each one
classified into one of three types:
Gardens of Collections, Gardens of

1
2
3

16th Street Baptist Church
Photo: Greater Birmingham CVB/Ted Tucker

Birmingham Botanical Gardens
Photo: Greater Birmingham CVB

Vulcan Park and Museum
Photo: Greater Birmingham CVB

Nature and Gardens of Culture.
Stroll through Aldridge Gardens,
the former property of horticulturist

ASK

Eddie Aldridge in Hoover. The gardens

Greater Birmingham Convention

showcase hydrangeas, including the

& Visitors Bureau

Snowflake Hydrangea, which Aldridge

205-458-8000

patented.

inbirmingham.com

“

2

Birmingham is a city that’s
rich with history and experiencing
an ongoing cultural renaissance.
We’re able to custom-tailor tours
for your individual needs. Civil
Rights Tour. Industrial Heritage
Tour. Food Tour. Windows to
Worship Tour. Rivers to Rails
Tour. We have many options from
which your group can choose. Let
us help you plan an experience
to remember by contacting the
Tourism Department at the
Greater Birmingham Convention
& Visitors Bureau.

—Sara Hamlin, vice president of
tourism, Greater Birmingham CVB

southeast
The best 5 minute drive off the
interstate, right between Nashville
and Birmingham.

One short
drive from
Wonder.
BECKLEY

WEST VIRGINIA

In Decatur, it’s easy to immerse yourself in
whatever you’re passionate about: wildlife
and water, historic homes, arts and culture,
and even locally-made brews. Alabama’s
Charming River City offers a little bit of
everything with a whole lot of hospitality.
So go ahead, plan your next visit and ﬁnd
your ﬂow in Decatur & Morgan County.

Find your ﬂow.

A
L
MORGAN COUNTY TOURISM

P L A N YO U R V I S I T :

COOK MUSEUM OF
N AT U R A L S C I E N C E

DecaturCVB.org

Berea_Spring22_HalfPg_4.75x7.25_HR.pdf

1

3/16/22

1:35 PM

77/64
Exit 45

Shopping Experience
C

M

Y

FOLK ARTS
& CRAFTS
CAPITAL OF
KENTUCKY

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SHOP. DINE. STAY. EXPLORE.
visitberea.com

Indoor&
Outdoor Dining

t a m a r a c k W V. c o m
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Ava Gardner Museum
marks actress’s 100th birthday
By Mark Shuman
Johnston County, North Carolina, is both the
birthplace and final resting place of Ava Gardner,
the legendary actress and singer who always spoke
warmly of her childhood in the area. In 2022, the
Ava Gardner Museum in Smithfield returns the favor
by celebrating the centennial of her birth.
Starring in such movies as The Killers and The
Night of the Iguana, Gardner, who died in 1990, was
also well-known for her tumultuous marriages to
Mickey Rooney, Artie Shaw and Frank Sinatra, and
for well-publicized antics with friends, including
Howard Hughes and Ernest Hemingway.
Many of the artifacts displayed in the museum
were acquired by a fan, Tom Banks, who met a young
Ava in Johnston County in 1941 when he was just 12.
“She surprised him with a kiss,” said the museum’s
Executive Director Lynell Seabold. Banks was smitten and continued collecting Gardner memorabilia
with other family members. The 6,400-square-foot
museum now attracts about 12,000 visitors annually
and welcomes tours of up to 100 from institutions as
diverse as grade schools and senior centers.
There is ample tour bus parking behind the building, and group tours of the museum often combine
that visit with bus tours on the Ava Gardner Heritage
Trail, which includes important spots in the Smithfield area from Gardner’s life, including her birthplace, the house where she lived from ages two to 13
and her gravesite at Sunset Memorial Park cemetery.

PHOTOS: AVA GARDNER MUSEUM
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Knowledgeable guides from the museum also join
the Heritage Trail tour, which takes about an hour, as
do typical museum visits, Seabold said.
Tour groups in the area also often visit Smithfield’s popular Carolina Premium Outlets, off Interstate 95, the most important interstate highway on
the East Coast, Seabold said. Raleigh is the closest big
city and has more options for tour groups.
Museum visitors usually begin with an 18-minute
film on Gardner’s life produced by Lifetime’s “Biography.” Some of the most popular display items include
gifts to Gardner from Howard Hughes, but Seabold
says she most enjoys the costumes.
Some of the these were featured in Gardner’s
iconic films (including two from The Sun Also Rises),
and there’s a Derringer pistol, one of which was
given to the stars of The Night of the Iguana, she said.
“According to Ava’s family, that’s the movie in which
she was most like herself,” Seabold says. “She was
casual, barefoot and down-to-earth — closest to her
real personality.” n
Ava Gardner Museum
919-934-5830
johnstoncountync.org/ava-gardner/
visit-the-museum/group-tours

SPRINGFIELD MISSOURI
DISCOVER Head to Johnny
Morris’ Wonders of Wildlife National
Museum & Aquarium. This immersive
wildlife museum showcases more than
35,000 live fish, animals, reptiles and
birds. State-of-the-art 4D dioramas
surround visitors with the sights and
sounds of wildlife habitats.
SHOP Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World, known as the “Grandaddy of All
Outdoor Stores,” was the first and is the
largest Bass Pro store in the world.
Visit Park Central Square in
downtown Springfield and shop at
boutiques and galleries.

“

Stop at Relics Antique Mall, the
largest in Missouri at 90,000 square feet.

1

The Springfield CVB provides
a variety of services for groups
and tailors them to each group’s
needs. Planners can call us at
800-678-8767 and look at the
Meeting Planners’ Guide and
Planner Toolkit on our website
for specifics.”

RIDE Pick up a step-on guide
for a Route 66 Guided Driving Tour.
Springfield has a full history with the
“Mother Road.” At History Museum
on the Square discover more about
Springfield’s connection to Route 66 and
the city’s past at the Birthplace of Route
66 Gallery.

2

TOUR Fantastic Caverns is

—Lori Casey, group sales
coordinator, Springfield Missouri CVB

“America’s Ride-Thru Cave.” A guided
tour in a propane-powered, Jeep-drawn
tram follows the path left behind by an
ancient underground river. See giant
columns stretching from floor to ceiling
and delicate soda straws twinkling with
minerals.
Pythian Castle was built in 1913 as an
orphanage by the Knights of Pythias. In
addition to daytime history tours, there
are nighttime ghost tours, escape rooms

3

and murder-mystery dinners.
EXPLORE Wilson’s Creek
National Battlefield features a major
Civil War battlefield, a tour road, trails
and a newly expanded visitor center
museum.

ASK
Springfield Missouri Convention
& Visitors Bureau
800-678-8767
springfieldmo.org

1
2
3

Johnny Morris’ Wonders of Wildlife 		
National Museum & Aquarium
Park Central Square
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield
Photos: Springfield Missouri Convention & Visitors Bureau

We’ve Been Planning

Your Tour Since 1753

Centrally located in North Carolina, Winston-Salem is easy to get
to and even easier to navigate. Enjoy touring our vibrant nightlife,
historical museums, heirloom gardens, a Moravian Culinary Trail, art,
culture, shopping, and more—all within a walkable city center. And
with 5,000 hotel rooms—including 1,200 downtown—our city welcomes
groups of all sizes. Come see why we were named as one of the
“South’s Best Cities on the Rise” by Southern Living.
SIP & SAVOR

TOUR

DISCOVER

Yadkin Valley Wineries

Historic Homes & Gardens

Moravian Culinary Trail

For Details and Group Itineraries, Contact:
Kay Calzolari, CTIS

Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com

336.728.4237
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PHOTO: BELLE OF LOUISVILLE RIVERBOATS

Cruise in style aboard Belle of Louisville
By Mark Shuman
Recognized as the “most widely traveled river
steamboat in American history,” the Belle of Louisville
is a National Historic Landmark built in 1914. Her
sister craft, the diesel-powered Mary M. Miller, has
paddled the Ohio River since 1985, and the vessels —
both owned by the City of Louisville — offer views of
the city’s striking skyline to groups ranging from 10
to 700.
“Really, the boats are pretty much floating event
spaces,” said Krista Snider, chief executive officer of
Belle of Louisville Riverboats. “Motorcoach tours are
by far the biggest segment of group tours for us,” she
said. However, senior groups, social organizations,
bachelor or bachelorette parties, and others also
charter events on the boats, which offer vast flexibility. Tour groups, for example, may schedule cruises
on their own or combine them with attractions such
as the Kentucky Derby Museum, the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory, or the Louisville Zoo.
While groups as small as 10 might rent the intimate Captain’s Quarters on the Belle, massive assemblies of up to 700 people could also charter the entire
Belle of Louisville itself, and there are many options in
between. For example, decks are available for rental
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on public cruises.
“One favorite is the Texas Deck on the Belle of
Louisville, which can accommodate up to 75 people,”
Snider said. Catering, bar services and entertainment
can also be arranged by the boats, or by the travel
groups themselves.
“We also have great motorcoach parking,” Snider
said. “There’s a big circle that comes to the wharf
right in front of our boats, so we can let guests right
in.”
Typical boat tours take about two hours and travel about 10 miles round-trip, but this, too, is negotiable for chartered trips. Snider said the Belle normally
operates April through October, but the Mary M.
Miller, with a capacity of 450, can cruise year-round,
although it rarely makes runs in January or February.
Some of the more popular cruises include
Saturday sunset cruises on the Belle and one-hour
narrated excursions on the Mary M. Miller during
which local guides discuss the history of Louisville
and the Ohio River. n
Belle of Louisville Riverboats
502-574-4125
belleoflouisville.org/cruises/
groups-private-events
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Greater Parkersburg, West Virginia,
is a history haven for groups
By Courtney Birchmeier
Group tours visiting Greater Parkersburg, West
Virginia, will find no shortage of itinerary activities.
Located in the Mid-Ohio Valley region of the state,
with the majestic Ohio River as a backdrop, Parkersburg offers visitors history and heritage attractions in a
beautiful setting.
“The Greater Parkersburg area offers unique and
engaging destinations including West Virginia’s most
unique state park, Blennerhassett Island Historical State
Park; Henderson Hall, one of America’s finest and most
complete historic homes; Julia-Ann Square, the state’s
largest residential historic district; and the state Oil and
Gas Museum, which highlights the rise of the energy
industry and its role in the industrial revolution,” said
Mark Lewis, president and CEO of Greater Parkersburg
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
“Engaging attractions, easy access, a variety of hotels
for every taste and budget, plus group tour friendly
restaurants make the Parkersburg area a great group
tour destination.”
At Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park,
located on a small island in the Ohio River, groups will
discover an island paradise with a dramatic past and
scandalous backstory. In 1805, the island’s Palladian
mansion became headquarters for Aaron Burr’s military
expedition to the Southwest and his treasonous plot to
create a new country independent of the United States.
Visitors access the island via sternwheeler riverboat
from Point Park. Groups can enjoy tours of the grounds

BLENNERHASSETT MANSION,
BLENNERHASSETT ISLAND
HISTORICAL STATE PARK

PHOTO: GREATER PARKERSBURG CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
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and mansion, as well as horse-drawn carriage rides. The
island is open seasonally from May through October.
During a visit to Henderson Hall, groups will journey
back to the early American Victorian era. The hall is
listed on the National Register of Historical Places as a
historic district unto itself; the mansion encompasses
8,000 square feet of space with 29 rooms and contains
priceless artifacts, antiques and furnishings. Occupied by
the Henderson family for five generations, the estate was
bequeathed to the Oil and Gas Historical Association in
2007 after the passing of the last living ancestor. Group
tours of the mansion and grounds can be arranged.
On walking tours of Julia-Ann Square, groups can
admire the architecture of some of the 126 homes within
the largest and oldest historic district in West Virginia.
The self-guided Historic Walking Tour features 49 houses
and a historic church that tourgoers can view (from the
outside only, as the homes are private residences).
The nationally recognized Oil & Gas Museum tells
the story of the discovery of petroleum and natural
gas in the Appalachian Basin, the largest reserve of oil
and gas in the world. The museum, housed in a former
hardware store, traces the roots of America’s oil and
gas industry through artifacts like pumps, tools and
engines, as well as historical photos.
“We hope groups leave Greater Parkersburg with a
deeper appreciation of the unique history of our area
and a satisfaction with every aspect of their experience,”
Lewis said. “It is the perfect destination for traditional
motorcoach groups.”
The Greater Parkersburg CVB tailors group experiences with suggested itineraries, local street maps and
directions, step-on welcomes and tour guides, restaurant recommendations, special programs and sales
builders (including photos and brochures).
“The CVB will soon relocate to a site near Blennerhassett Museum and Blennerhassett Island Historical
State Park, which will better serve group tours and
provide ample bus parking,” Lewis said.
In addition to heritage and history attractions,
groups visiting Greater Parkersburg can experience outdoor recreation, handcrafted art, one-of-a-kind shopping, lively entertainment and exceptional dining. n
Greater Parkersburg
Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-752-4982
greaterparkersburg.com/groups-meetings
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ACTUALLY,
YOU CAN PLEASE ALL THE
PEOPLE ALL THE TIME.

Inspire miles of smiles for your tour group with hundreds of unique attractions conveniently
located in one beautiful mountain town. Stunning views, shows, Dollywood, down-home
cooking, arts, crafts and much more make us a destination to remember.

PigeonForgeTours.com

1-80 0 -285 -7557

grouptourmagazine.com
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Explore lives and legacies
of two American inventors
By Kathie Sutin
Visitors to Fort Myers, Florida, can
see how not one but two American geniuses spent the winters of some of their
productive years.
The icons — Thomas Edison and
Henry Ford — didn’t spend their winters
relaxing on the beach. Both pursued
new inventions while escaping harsher
northern winters.
Seminole Lodge, Edison’s winter home,
and The Mangoes, Ford’s winter retreat,
can be seen in one stop at the Edison and
Ford Winter Estates in Fort Myers.
Cutaways of the buildings allow
visitors to walk around the porches for a
view of the interior of the whole downstairs. Nearly all the furnishings of the
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Edison main house and guest house are
original to the Edison family.
“On a self-guided tour, visitors can
just wander around by themselves with
an app downloaded on their phones and
listen to a narrated history of the buildings,” said Lisa Wilson, marketing and
public relations director.
Guided tours are also available.
“People like to come to the homes
and imagine they were here with Thomas
Edison and Henry Ford,” she said.
“They also enjoy hearing stories
about Edison and Ford,” said Alexandria
Edwards, marketing and public relations
coordinator. “I try to give them a picture
of what was going on here.”
Also on-site: The Edison Ford Museum with thousands of artifacts and Edison

PHOTOS: EDISON AND FORD WINTER ESTATES
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Botanic Research Laboratory, a National
Historic Chemical Landmark, where Edison tested more than 17,000 plant samples
looking for a rubber source that could be
grown and produced quickly in the U.S.
Visitors can also stroll the 20-acre
gardens with more than 400 species
gathered from six continents. “There’s
always something blooming here because
of our great climate, and visitors can see
plants and trees from around the world,”
Wilson said.
Wilson suggests summer visitors
book morning reservations. “We get a lot
of afternoon thunderstorms here during
the summer,” she said. “If we get a 2 p.m.
thunderstorm, they wouldn’t be able to
take the tour.”
There is free motorcoach parking
on-site. n
Edison and Ford Winter Estates
239-334-7419
edisonfordwinterestates.org

OPEN DAILY
8 AM - 5 PM
I-10 to Exit 15A

20 miles SW of Mobile, Alabama

GROUP TOUR OFFICE
251.459.8986

bellingrath.org | 251.973.2217
12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road
Theodore, AL 36582
grouptourmagazine.com
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Charleston, West Virginia
is full of surprises
By Kathie Sutin
Charleston, West Virginia’s capital, surprises
visitors with all it offers.
“Charleston is a very small town with big-city
vibes,” said Lauren Hunt, director of marketing for the
Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau. “There are
lots of things to do here that people don’t expect.
“There’s music seven nights a week, great history
and lots of events in the summer. We have something
for everyone.”
Nestled in the Appalachian Mountains at the confluence of the Elk and Kanawha rivers, “Charleston
is one of the prettiest capitals in the United States,”
Hunt said.
The capitol building holds beauty, too. The
riverside gold-domed capitol was designed by noted
architect Cass Gilbert. Docents lead free tours of the
capitol Monday through Friday. Self-guided tours
can be done weekdays and weekends. West Virginia State Museum with its focus on West Virginia
history, culture, art, paleontology, archaeology and
geology, also offers free self-guided tours.
“This museum with 26 themed rooms is a hidden
gem,” said Nathan Barner, museum education specialist.
Nearby, the Clay Center for the Arts and Sciences
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features art and discovery museums, a planetarium
and a concert hall.
Interestingly, West Virginia didn’t reach statehood until the Civil War. Visitors can learn more
at West Virginia Independence Hall, the state’s
birthplace. Here Gov. Francis Harrison Pierpont
composed a telegram urging President Abraham
Lincoln to admit West Virginia to the Union, which
he did on June 20, 1863.
Visitors can savor Charleston’s vibrant food scene
at downtown’s Capitol Market, a former freight station.
Visitors can attend Mountain Stage, a live radio
show, taped in Charleston for some 35 years and
broadcast internationally. It’s one of the last live
recorded radio shows left in the nation.
JQ Dickinson Salt-Works, which began producing salt in 1817, offers history tours Monday through
Saturday.
Annual events include Live on the Levee, a
summer concert series; FestivALL, a 10-day, multiarts festival in June; and FestivALL Fall, a three-day
weekend festival in October. n
Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau
304-209-7015
charlestonwv.com
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See, Hear, Smell & Feel

REAL FLORIDA...
As Real As It Gets!

Wildlife Shows • Jungle Swamp Cruise
Native American Indian Village Replica
Jumpin’ Gator Jamboree

jungleadventures.com
407-568-2885
Christmas, FL 32709
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2022 marks the 45th anniver
king‘s
of Elvis’ passing. To honor the
,
end
memory and celebrate his leg
at
we’re reminding fans of 45 gre
year.
reasons to visit Graceland this
We Cover All the Bases
Watch wood chips ﬂy as we
create bats for baseball’s best,
enjoy engaging exhibits and
take home free mini-bats! We
can customize your tour based
on your group’s interest and are
proud to partner with other local
favorites to offer dining and
attraction packages.

Team Up and Save
Discount group tour rates
Custom group tours
Package tours also available

Visit

Memphis, TN
Book Your Group
groupsales@sluggermuseum.com
502.588.7227

© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE.
All Rights Reserved. Elvis™ © 2022 ABG EPE IP LLC

grouptourmagazine.com
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Biloxi Shrimping Trip sheds light
on Mississippi seafood
By Kristen Nichols
The Biloxi Shrimping Trip allows guests a frontrow seat to sea life in the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Since 1954, visitors to Biloxi, Mississippi, have been
able to learn how to catch and cook local seafood
from experts on the shrimping trip while being
entertained and educated by the crew.
Guests go on a shrimping expedition, learning
about the net and all the creatures caught in it, from
blue crabs to flounder, stingrays, oysterfish, squid,
pufferfish and other species of local marine life. The
entire catch is identified and presented to passengers
while inspected by the captain.
Captain Brandy L. Moore said the shrimping
experience has been a motorcoach favorite for over
20 years.

“It is the most unique experience a tour operator
can offer their guests,” Moore said. “It is a must-do!
And we strive to cater to senior motorcoach travelers
and make the planner’s job the easiest and most efficient. We do all the work for you to make sure your
guests have the best experience possible.”
The trip offers two packages, The Gulf Coast Tour
package and the Culinary Package. Moore said most
of their groups love the Gulf Coast Tour package because it offers the best of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Moore hopes visitors on the shrimping trip are able
to value the place that provides seafood lovers their
favorite dishes.
“I hope they take away a deep love for Biloxi and
an appreciation of where their seafood comes from, as
well as knowledge about our industry,” Moore said.
Moore recommends guests plan 70 minutes
for the shrimping trip. However, if they choose a
package, it’s a day-long commitment, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The shrimp boat, Sailfish, can hold up to 49
passengers, though the company says it can accommodate large and small groups. n
Biloxi Shrimping Trip
228-392-8645
biloxishrimpingtrip.com/operators
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PHOTO: BILOXI SHRIMPING TRIP
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Virginia Beach
CRUISE In Virginia Beach, dolphins are never far
away from the beaches, especially around sunrise and
sunset. The best way to experience these fascinating
creatures is with a dolphin cruise out on the water.
Head to the harbor at Rudee Inlet, where the seafaring
options are endless. Hop aboard one of many popular
boat tours and watch the wake as dolphins race to
keep pace.
EXPLORE Discover the underwater world at
Virginia Aquarium. With over 800,000 gallons, the
aquarium features thousands of animals representing
over 300 species, displayed in state-of-the-art and
educational habitats. The aquarium also offers dolphinand whale-watching cruises staffed by knowledgeable
marine educators. For an adrenaline rush, visit The
Adventure Park at Virginia Aquarium, located at
the aquarium’s South Building. It offers ropes course
climbing and tree-to-tree zip lining.
SEE Tour groups will be fascinated by Military
Aviation Museum’s collection of World War I- and
World War II-era military aircraft, one of the largest
private collections in existence. Groups can book
rides in completely restored WWII aircraft as well as

1

“

Surrounded by the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean,
Virginia Beach is home to stunning beaches and seven eclectic
districts, and we continually rank among the country’s
best beach destinations! We invite you to explore one of the
country’s oldest lighthouses, go dolphin watching, visit the
Military Aviation Museum and so much more. In Virginia
Beach, there’s something for every group of every size to enjoy!”
—Jim Coggin, tourism sales manager, Virginia Beach CVB

schedule flight demonstrations; most of the planes
in the collection are airworthy. During tours, docents
help share the stories of the aircraft, as well as the men
and women who designed them, built them, flew in
them and, all too often, died in them for their country.
CLIMB

See remarkable views of the Chesapeake

Bay atop Cape Henry Lighthouse. Groups can
climb the tower of the first federally funded public
works project of the newly formed United States
government. The lighthouse is situated near the “First
Landing” site where English settlers first set foot on
their way to settle in Jamestown. The lighthouse
guided sea travelers to safety for almost 100 years.
ASK

2

Virginia Beach CVB
757-385-6642
visitvirginiabeach.com/grouptour
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1

Virginia Aquarium

2

Military Aviation Museum

Photos: Virginia Beach CVB
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Celebrate the gifts of land and sea with epic Virginia Beach
adventures the entire group can enjoy safely. With 400 square
miles of wide open space, revel in hands-on experiences and
unique access to a group tour that’s as safe as it is memorable.

VISITVIRGINIABEACH.COM/GROUPTOUR
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Chesapeake
African American
Heritage Trail
Chesapeake

On the Chesapeake African American Heritage Trail, groups
will discover stories of people and places that helped shape the
nation and have the chance to walk in the footsteps of freedom
seekers, pioneers and heroes.
The self-guided driving tour begins at Battlefield Park, where
the Battle of Great Bridge was fought. The earliest land battle of
the Revolutionary War in Virginia, the battle included enslaved
Black people who fought alongside the British with the promise
of liberty and William “Billy” Flora, a Black man who was born
free and fought for the patriots, who became a battle hero. The
tour’s final stop, Cuffeytown, is a historic community that can be
traced to the 1700s, formed by Black people who were free.
The Chesapeake African American Heritage Trail Podcast is a
great companion to the driving tour.
visitchesapeake.com/things-to-do/history/aaht

The Unknown and Known
Afro-Union Civil War
Soldiers Memorial
Photo: Chesapeake CVB
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ZIPLINE &
CLIMBING

FUN!
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)

Stratford Hall
Stratford

A National Historic Landmark, Stratford Hall preserves the legacy of the Lee
family and its surrounding community,
inspires an appreciation of America’s
past, and encourages commitment to the
ideals of leadership, honor, independent
thought and civic responsibility. Four
generations of the Lee family passed
through the halls of the estate, including
Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot
Lee, the only two brothers to sign the
Declaration of Independence; Revolutionary War hero “Light Horse Harry”
Lee; and his son, Civil War General
Robert E. Lee.
Stratford Hall is located along the
Potomac River and encompasses nearly
2,000 acres, with its Great House, gardens
and trails. Visitors hear the stories of the
Lees, the enslaved and indentured laborers, and the women of Stratford Hall.
Group discounts are offered for groups
of 20 or more and pre-reservations are
requested.
804-493-8038, stratfordhall.org

Just minutes from the beach
801 General Booth Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23451
myAdventurePark.com/VBAP
Inject some adventure into your next group tour!
• Special group rates
• Dedicated group sales contact

• Non-climbing spectators are FREE!
• Activities for ages 5 to adult

Contact our Group Sales Team for more details:
groupsVBAP@myadventurepark.com
(475) 988-0988
grouptourmagazine.com
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Chincoteague Island
WANDER Chincoteague Island is the gateway to the
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, located on
the Virginia side of Assateague Island. The refuge is home
to the world-famous wild Chincoteague ponies. Hike,
bike or drive to see the ponies grazing on the lush, green
marsh grass.
DISCOVER Explore the exhibits at Museum of
Chincoteague Island and learn about Marguerite
Henry’s novel Misty of Chincoteague. Group options
include meals and a step-on guide knowledgeable on
Chincoteague and Assateague islands.
CRUISE Book a boat cruise with Daisey’s Island
Cruises or Captain Dan’s Around the Island Tours and
take in the area’s natural beauty.
SHOP In Chincoteague Island’s historic downtown,
shop at Hollyhocks on Main, Island Butterfly Jewelry
& Jubilee, Osprey Nest Art Gallery, Sandy Sky’s, Tryfan
Gallery, Wine, Coffee & Gourmet and Sundial Books.
The Historic Main Street Merchants Association promotes

1

“

Welcome to Chincoteague Island, a nature-lover’s paradise
with miles of trails and breathtaking water adventures. Our
small-town charm awaits, along with an abundance of local
seafood. Lovely hotels, B&Bs, campgrounds and rental homes
provide the perfect respite for your visit. Enjoy!”
—Evelyn Shotwell, executive director,
Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce

all the life and beauty Chincoteague Island offers.
DO Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce has
a self-guided walking and biking tour of the historic
downtown and island, and Chincoteague Step Through
Time Tours offers guided walking tours.
Paddle on a guided kayak tour to see the
Chincoteague ponies and marshes.
VISIT The red-and-white-striped Assateague
Lighthouse was built in 1867. While exploring the
Herbert H. Bateman Center, park rangers can discuss
the lighthouse’s history. Its first order Fresnel lens is on
display at the Museum of Chincoteague Island.
EAT Bill’s PRIME Seafood & Steaks, Don’s Seafood
Restaurant and Ropewalk can handle larger groups and
offer a variety of menu options.
ASK

2

Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce
757-336-6161
chincoteaguechamber.com/group-travel
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1

Chincoteague ponies

2

Kayak tour

Photos: Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce & chincoteaguechamber.com
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Museum of Chincoteague Island | ChincoteagueMuseum.com

Self-Guided Tour, Step-On Guide Service, Guided History Bus Tour, Road Scholar Programs,
Misty of Chincoteague, Decoy Carving Workshop, Museum & Legacy Pavilion Rentals

Historic Main Street Merchants | ChincoteagueMerchants.com
Shopping, Lodging, Dining, & Activities including Library, Theatre, Boat Cruises,
Museum, Guided Walking Tours, Waterfront Park, & more.

CHINCOTEAGUE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE | CHINCOTEAGUE PONIES
ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE | OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
HISTORY | COASTAL CUISINE | SMALL TOWN CHARM | EVENTS

FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PLAN YOUR
GROUP TOUR GETAWAY AT

VisitCIVA.com
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Colonial Williamsburg
Williamsburg

At Colonial Williamsburg, groups step into a 301acre living, breathing 18th-century town filled with
historic structures and stories of the past. In the Historic
Area, they’ll see 18th-century trade shops, government
buildings and homes, and meet historic interpreters along
the way. Colonial Williamsburg also is home to the Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum and The DeWitt
Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. Groups of 15 or more
will receive special experiences and can choose from
half-day, one-day and multi-day packages — with annual
group passes available too. The fun can even continue
into the night, with evening tours like Shadows of the Past
Ghosts Tours and Lantern Tours, as well as music, drama
and dance programs.
800-228-8878, colonialwilliamsburg.org

Governor’s Palace,
Colonial Williamsburg
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser
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Explore the world’s largest living history museum. Take a tour. Enjoy an interactive
evening program. Dine at an 18th-century tavern. Visit our two world-class art museums.
Relax and play at our award-winning spa, golf club, tennis club, and four pools.
At the end of the day, retire to one of our five hotels, just steps away from
the Historic Area. At Colonial Williamsburg, spending time together has never been easier.

Discounts available for groups of 15 or more.

Book your getaway today.

For more information, please call 1-800-228-8878
or email groupsales@cwf.org
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Newport News
ENJOY Nature is alive and well at
Newport News Park. This 7,000-acre park
features hiking and biking trails (bikes can be
rented) and a Discovery Center, with hands-on
activities, historical artifacts and nature displays.
Floral gardens include the Japanese Peace
Garden with an authentic tea house. The park
is part of Virginia’s Birding and Wildlife Trail.
DISCOVER The Virginia Living Museum
is part zoo, part aquarium and part planetarium
that introduces visitors to more than 250 living
species native to Virginia through exhibits,
discovery centers and interactive hands-on
exhibits. Group tours can be customized, and
after-hours visits and group behind-the-scenes
tours can be arranged.
TOUR Historic Newport News interprets
and preserves the city’s historic resources.
Groups can tour its many attractions. Endview
Plantation, constructed in 1769 for the
Harwood family, is one of the last remaining
Colonial buildings in Newport News. A guided
house tour reveals the home’s history. Lee
Hall Mansion was built in 1859 by a prominent

1

“

Newport News has national historic sites, world-renowned
museums, the great outdoors, and special events all rolled up into
one region of Coastal Virginia. The only problem your group will
face is deciding what to do and how to fit it all in! Fortunately,
we’re here to provide all the resources you need to put together an
outstanding visit to the region, complete with sample itineraries
of all the attractions your group wants to hit.”

planter. Exhibits at Lee Hall Depot, one of the

—Cheryl Morales, group marketing manager, Newport News Tourism

city’s newest attractions and a restored 1881
train depot, highlight the impact of the railroad
on Warwick County and the City of Newport
News. Virginia War Museum exhibits trace
the development of the United States military
since 1775.
LEARN Mariners’ Museum and Park
holds the USS Monitor Center. The Battle of
the Ironclads between the USS Monitor and
the CSS Virginia (Merrimack) took place off the
shores of Newport News in March 1862
ASK
Newport News Tourism

2

888-493-7386
newport-news.org
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Endview Plantation

2

Mariner’s Museum and Park

Photos: Newport News Tourism

Ships,History

AND

THE

888.493.7386

Great Outdoors

newport-news.org

Minutes to Williamsburg,
A short drive to Virginia Beach.

MUSEUMS • OVER 30 PARKS • HISTORIC HOMES • FINE DINING • SHOPPING
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Norfolk glass art scene
Norfolk has the largest collection of
free, public glass art in the world. Find
pieces from renowned artists like Tagliapietra, Chihuly and Tiffany throughout
the waterfront city’s multiple museums,
galleries, restaurants and hotels. Stay at
the Glass Light Hotel whose design pays
tribute to the glass-making process and
eat at its upscale French restaurant where
colorful glass pieces adorn the walls and
ceilings. Explore the Chrysler Museum
of Art’s 10,000 object collection that
dates to the first century B.C. and get
hands-on with a glassblowing class at the
Perry Glass Studio. Explore the two-story Glass Light Gallery and discover a
focus on women glass artists at the Barry
Art Museum. All glass exhibits are free
and open to the public.
visitnorfolk.com

Chrysler Museum of Art
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser
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Jamestown Settlement
& American Revolution Museum
at Yorktown
Williamsburg

Groups can experience the beginning and the end of Colonial America in just one
day at two living history museums that are part of the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation.
Jamestown Settlement is a living history museum of 17th-century Virginia, where
groups can discover the story of America’s first permanent English colony, founded in
1607, and the ensuing convergence of the Powhatan Indian, English and west central
African cultures, vividly recounted through film, indoor gallery exhibits and outdoor
living history.
At the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown, stories of citizens and soldiers
unfold within the expansive history complex featuring an introductory film, immersive
gallery exhibits and living history experiences.
Groups should plan to spend at least two hours at each museum. Guided tours and
dining options are available.
757-253-4939, jyfmuseums.org/visit/group-visits

American Revolution
Museum at Yorktown
Photo: Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

OPEN FOR
INTERPRETATION

See the past through a whole new lens. History is always changing.
New perspectives. New voices. New discoveries. We’ve opened our
doors—and our minds—to new understandings of the stories told for
more than 400 years. So, come see us. We’re OPEN—for interpretation.

jyfmuseums.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Charlottesville
& Albemarle County
VISIT Charlottesville and Albemarle County are home

to world-renowned historic sites, including the homes of
three of the country’s Founding Fathers. Visit Monticello,
Thomas Jefferson’s home, and the University of Virginia,
both of which are a single UNESCO World Heritage site.
Monticello offers a variety of guided and self-guided tours for
groups.
Not far from Monticello is James Monroe’s Highland,

1

the home of another U.S. President and Founding Father.
Highland was purchased by Monroe in 1793 and home to the
Monroe family for nearly 25 years.
EAT Enjoy a meal at the Dairy Market, a new group
food destination located in the historic Monticello Dairy
Building. Located in Downtown Charlottesville, not far from
the University of Virginia, the space is home to a dozen food
stalls of varying cuisines, a brewery, restaurant, bar and
several retail shops.
LEARN Take a walking tour of the historic grounds

2

of the University of Virginia. See and learn more about
the Lawn, the Rotunda and UVA’s Memorial to Enslaved
Laborers. This memorial honors the 4,000 to 5,000 enslaved
people who lived and worked at UVA between 1817 and 1865.
The Jefferson School African American Heritage
Center is an important place where groups can explore a
permanent historical exhibit, a rotating contemporary art
gallery and a robust calendar of events. These exhibitions
and events highlight Charlottesville and Albemarle County’s
African American history and culture of the African diaspora.
SIP A visit to the Charlottesville area isn’t complete
without a stop at one of the 40-plus wineries on the
Monticello Wine Trail. Experts at one of the regional wine
tour companies will plan a customized route suited to the
group’s interests and safely transport them from winery to
winery. Some companies will even provide a gourmet lunch
for the day of vineyard hopping!

3

ASK
Charlottesville Albemarle
Convention & Visitors Bureau
434-972-4138
visitcharlottesville.org/meetings-groups

94

May 2022

1
2
3

Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello
Charlottesville Downtown Mall
Pippin Hill Winery
Photos: Charlottesville Albemarle Convention & Visitors Bureau

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
James Madison’s Montpelier
Orange

House and walking tours are on the agenda when visiting
the lifelong home of James Madison, the fourth U.S. president,
father of the Constitution and architect of the Bill of Rights; and
his wife, Dolley, America’s first “First Lady.” The experience also
includes the award-winning exhibition on slavery, “The Mere
Distinction of Colour,” galleries, the Madison family and slave
cemeteries, an archaeology lab, active archaeological dig sites
and award-winning barbecue at the David M. Rubenstein Visitor
Center’s Exchange Café. The one-hour highlights tour is the
most popular way for groups to visit the Montpelier plantation
and house.
540-672-2728, ext. 148; montpelier.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

The Poe Museum
Richmond

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Big Orange Flame

Virginia Museum of Natural History
Martinsville

The state’s natural history museum interprets Virginia’s
natural heritage and connects people to the stories of Virginia’s
natural past, present and future. The Harvest Foundation Hall of
Ancient Life greets visitors as the first exhibit gallery and features
displays of ancient creatures and modern science. View the
flying reptile, Pteranadon, and its 20-foot-wingspan soaring 40
feet above the hall. Windows allow visitors to see research being
conducted in the paleontology and archaeology labs. Group admission rates are available. The museum is a self-guided facility,
but tours may be available to groups of 15 or more, depending
on availability.
276-634-4141, vmnh.net

Tours, interactive programs and curatorial programs help groups learn more
about Edgar Allan Poe, the celebrated
writer who was born in Richmond in
1809. The museum is in the Old Stone
House, Richmond’s oldest standing structure, only blocks away from the sites of
Poe’s first Richmond home and first place
of employment. The Poe Museum, which
celebrates its 100th anniversary this year,
has the largest collection of artifacts,
letters and manuscripts related to Poe.
Exhibits cover Poe’s life and death, and
the museum includes the “enchanted”
courtyard garden and the Poe Shrine.
804-648-5523, poemuseum.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Hatch Local Food Hall
Richmond

Regional food and beverage innovators are showcased at the
food hall, which opened earlier this year. Richmond’s first food
hall is a curated collection of local food vendors comprising
seven distinct local concepts, two bars, a market, and outdoor
patio and courtyard. Concepts include: Odyssey Fish, a seafood
spinoff from Alewife chef Lee Gregory; Buttermilk + Honey
fried chicken from Lillie Pearl owner and chef Mike Lindsey; authentic Mexican street food venture Sincero; Royal Pig Cambodian comfort food; Fat Kid Sandwiches, pasta concept Oro; and
The Beet Box, which serves juices and smoothies.
hatchlocalfoodhall.com

Virginia Museum
of History & Culture
Richmond

Photo: Courtesy of the Virginia Museum of History & Culture
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The museum is set to reopen May 14
after the most extensive and transformative renovation in its nearly 200-year
history. The renewed museum complex
of nearly 250,000 square feet includes
multiple new exhibitions spaces for
long-term and changing exhibitions; a
new immersive orientation theater; a new
interactive learning space for families;
and a new café and museum store.
“Our Commonwealth,” a marquee
long-term exhibition, is the centerpiece of the museum’s new offerings. It
provides an in-depth, multi-sensory exploration through the five major regions
of Virginia, featuring stories and artifacts
from partner organizations and cultural
institutions. The exhibition is designed
to launch audiences on a memorable and
scenic journey, thanks to living murals —
large-scale, changing digital projections
— and custom soundscapes that will
immerse them in the arts, culture, food,
music, industry and people of each region. Groups of 10 or more can schedule
a guided tour with a museum educator or
select a self-guided tour.
804-340-1800, virginiahistory.org

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Prince William
County
HONOR Begin the day at the National
Museum of the Marine Corps to gain insight
into the lives of the nation’s heroes by following
the Marine story from their founding to present
day. See the new film We, The Marines to get an
unparalleled view into the experiences of Marines
from boot camp through modern warfare
training.
After, visit Quantico National Cemetery
for a private flag-laying ceremony at the graves
of veterans whose remains were previously
forgotten. Hosted by the Missing in America
Project, its mission is to find, identify and provide
full military burial for these now-remembered
heroes.
EAT Enjoy a leisurely lunch in Historic
Occoquan. Take the group on a culinary journey
by sampling the best of the town’s dishes on a
progressive meal. Savor parmesan-asiago cheese
dip, bite into tilapia bruschetta and sink teeth
into preservative-free homemade apple pie. After
lunch, take time to explore the charming town,
filled with locally owned specialty shops.
VISIT Take a tour of Rippon Lodge, a historic
home with a stunning view of the Potomac River.

“

We are excited to welcome group tours back to Prince William
County, Virginia. Prince William County is an ideal destination
for students and military reunions as well as domestic and
international groups, offering a variety of memorable group
friendly and affordable dining, lodging and experiential options.”
—Mark Kowalewski, tourism sales manager,
Prince William County Office of Tourism

During the tour of the home, see the painting of
Admiral Black, the last person to speak to aviator
Amelia Earhart before her disappearance. The
home’s original owner was also good friends with
then-General George Washington.
Next, let a Civil War guide dressed in his
military uniform lead the group to Manassas
National Battlefield Park. There, watch the film,
Manassas: End of Innocence, narrated by Richard
Dreyfuss, discover the artifacts uncovered from
the battlefield and walk the hallowed ground
where two major Civil War battles unfolded.
ASK
Prince William County Office of Tourism
703-792-8423
visitpwc.com

1
2

National Museum of the Marine Corps
Manassas National Battlefield Park
Photos: Prince William Office of Tourism

grouptourmagazine.com
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National Museum
of the Marine Corps
Triangle

The museum is a public-private partnership between the U.S. Marine Corps
and the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation and under the command of Marine
Corps University. The museum’s purpose
is to present the history of America
through the eyes of the Marine Corps,
discover what it’s like to be a Marine,
understand the branch’s contributions
and learn about its core values of honor,
courage and commitment.
The museum is working on its Final
Phase, which will include historical
galleries that cover Marine Corps history from post-Vietnam to the present
day. Groups larger than 25 and groups
arriving by motorcoach must make a
reservation.
877-653-1775, usmcmuseum.com

Photo: Courtesy of the National Museum of the Marine Corps

EXPERIENCE A WORLD-CLASS
PERFORMANCE AT AMERICA’S
ONLY NATIONAL PARK FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS.
JUST 15 MILES FROM DC IN VIENNA, VA

BOOK YOUR GROUP TODAY | WOLFTRAP.ORG/GROUPS
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Turning Point
Suffragist Memorial
Fairfax County

The memorial was dedicated in 2021,
and it commemorates the millions of women who participated in the suffragist movement for more than seven decades. In 1917,
more than 70 suffragists were imprisoned
in the Occoquan Workhouse in retaliation
for picketing the Woodrow Wilson White
House for the right to vote. The suffragists
were jailed under inhumane conditions and
endured harsh treatment, including beatings
and force-feeding. On the evening of Nov.
14, 1917, which became known as the Night
of Terror, a group of new arrivals were
terrorized to an even greater degree. When

FROM

this information leaked out, it electrified the
country and became the “turning point” in
the effort to approve the 19th Amendment.
The memorial is in Occoquan Regional
Park, on part of the historic prison grounds
where the suffragists were jailed. The memorial includes three statues of prominent suffrage leaders, a 24-foot section of the actual
White House fence in front of which these
Silent Sentinels picketed, 19 informational
stations and a landscaped meditation garden. The memorial is free, self-guided and
open year-round during the park’s normal
hours of operation that change seasonally.
Docent-led tours can be booked for a fee for
organized groups of 10 or more.
703-690-2121, novaparks.com/parks/
turning-point-suffragist-memorial

MODERN

GROUP TOURS

TO HORSE COUNTRY

Point to Point Group Tours 

Photos: Turning Point Suffragist Memorial

TRADITIONS

 Morven Park

Just 25 miles from Washington, DC, Loudoun blends rural beauty with the attractions and access of a major
urban hub. Discover elevated cuisine, craft beverages, arts & culture and curated experiences for groups.

BRANCH OUT IN LOUDOUN | VisitLoudoun.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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National Museum
of the United States Army
is Army’s front door
Fort Belvoir

The National Museum of the United States Army,
which opened in 2020, is the first comprehensive and
truly national museum to capture, display and interpret more than 245 years of U.S. Army history.
Located on a publicly accessible area of Fort
Belvoir in southern Fairfax County, the museum tells
the Army’s story and honors the accomplishments,
sacrifices and commitments of American soldiers.

Photo: National Museum of the United States Army/Duane Lempke

The museum is a joint effort between the U.S. Army
and The Army Historical Foundation.
Pauline Bonilla, director, visitor engagement,
programs and group sales, said the museum appeals
to civilians and veterans with its rich variety of
programs.
“There are so many great destinations in our
region, and we are proud to now be a part of the
history market with our peer tourism partners,”
Bonilla said. “We add to the family of museums that
are a great fit for your itinerary to the Washington,
D.C.-Maryland-Virginia area.”
Museum admission is free, with timed-ticketing
reservations required for individuals and group
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tours. While the museum does not offer guided
group tours, trained docents are stationed throughout the galleries to answer visitors’ questions.
The Fighting for the Nation Galleries include individual exhibits dedicated to every major period in
American history — Revolutionary War, Westward
Expansion, Civil War, WWI, WWII, Cold War and
the Global War on Terror.
Artifact highlights are a Fort McHenry sword
and scabbard, a Civil War 12-pounder cannon, a
M4A3E2 Sherman “Jumbo” tank and a HU-1 “Huey”
helicopter.
The Experiential Learning Center is an immersive
learning space for all ages. A visit can be enhanced
with a simulated rescue mission and participation in
Operation Safe Passage or an exclusive Army history
briefing on a topic of interest to the group.
A standout feature of the museum is the Army
and Society Gallery, which explores the relationship
between the Army and the American people. Discover the Army’s role in shaping the national character.
Key exhibits, such as the Wright Flyer and the AN/
FPN-40 Radar set, illustrate the Army’s contribution
in driving the development of critical technologies.
The Soldiers’ Stories Gallery tells the personal accounts of men and women and provides perspective
on how much the United States owes to its soldiers.
Of Noble Deeds, the Army Theater’s film, explores what it means to be an American soldier on a
300-degree screen with external sensory
elements. This 12-minute film is available multiple times a day and is first-come, first-served.
The museum also offers a retail store and paid
attractions, including virtual reality and ride simulators. Simulators in the museum’s Action Center
transport guests into Army experiences through a
series of virtual reality programs, motion platforms
and state-of-the-art systems. Groups can pre-purchase tickets for a discounted rate.
Box lunches or meal vouchers can be pre-purchased for groups.
Museum staff members will help tour planners
arrange a visit, coordinate tickets and additional
experiences and plan dining options.
703-217-7946, armyhistory.org/group-ticketing

See how Army history is American history.

The Story of U.S.

DISCOVER THE NEWEST GREAT WASHINGTON, DC ATTRACTION,

LOCATED IN FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA.
The National Museum of the United States Army will immerse you in the experience of American
Soldiers since 1775. Curious minds of every age will find endless ways to learn and explore,
including a 300-degree theater, café, shopping and state-of-the-art exhibits. The Museum
is located at Fort Belvoir—less than 30 minutes from the National Mall and Arlington National
Cemetery, and 10 minutes from Mount Vernon and I-95. Free, timed
tickets are required and inspiring event spaces are available for rent.
Visit us online to learn more and plan your visit.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Flying Ace Farm
Distillery & Brewery
Lovettsville

Loudoun County’s first farm distillery and brewery opened
in the spring of 2021 and has since received numerous awards.
Beverages are produced from crops grown, harvested, stored
and milled on the property. The use of heirloom grains, such as
bloody butcher corn, results in a distinctive taste to the spirits.
Tastings are available. Monks on the Farm restaurant opened in
the spring. Tours of the Flying Ace Farm can be scheduled.
540-579-2007, flyingacefarm.com

Photo: Adedayo “Dayo” Kosoko for Visit Alexandria

Freedom House Museum
Alexandria

Newly renovated and with new exhibits showcasing Alexandria’s Black history and
the Black experience in America, Freedom House Museum will reopen this spring. The
building was once part of the headquarters of the largest domestic slave trading firm in
the United States. Alexandria’s role in the slave trade is presented through first-person
accounts of enslaved men and women. Traveling exhibits and exhibits highlighting
Alexandria’s African American history are presented on the second floor. The exhibit
on the third floor is “Before the Spirits are Swept Away: African American Historic Site
Paintings by Sherry Z. Sanabria.” Tours for seven or more should call the museum at
least one week in advance to arrange a time to visit. Groups are typically scheduled to
visit before or after public hours.
703-746-4736, alexandriava.gov/freedomhouse
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Photo: Riverside Center for the Performing Arts

Riverside Center for the
Performing Arts
Fredericksburg

Riverside Center for the Performing
Arts provides the area with professional
live theater through musicals, dramas
and more. With multiple hotels nearby,
and matinee and evening performance
options, it is a great destination. Not only
is Riverside conveniently located close to
I-95, but it also has ample parking complete with a nice layout for bus drop-off
and parking.
Riverside offers the option to purchase tickets for a three-course meal
service and the show, or simply tickets for
the show alone. Either type of ticket has a
group discount for groups of 12 or more.
As a bonus, every 25th ticket is only $10
(plus applicable tax). In addition, groups
can opt to purchase additional benefits
for a small charge such as an “actor talkback,” where group members can ask the
performers questions. Riverside also has
a spacious events center for weddings,
conferences and more.
540-370-4300, ext. 215;
riversidedt.com/group-sales
grouptourmagazine.com
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National Air and Space Museum’s
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Chantilly

The Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center near Washington Dulles International Airport
is the companion facility to the museum in Washington, D.C. The open, hangar-like
setting has the capacity to display hundreds of significant aircraft and spacecraft, along
with thousands of small artifacts. Aviation artifacts on display are the Lockheed SR-71
Blackbird, the fastest jet in the world; the Boeing Dash 80, the prototype of the 707;
the Boeing B-29 Superfortress Enola Gay; and the deHavilland Chipmunk aerobatic
airplane. The space shuttle Discovery dominates the space hangar. The center includes
the Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, the Airbus IMAX Theater and the Mary
Baker Engen Restoration Hangar, where visitors can watch museum specialists at work
restoring artifacts. Docent-led group tours must be arranged in advance.
202-633-2563, airandspace.si.edu

Photo: Dane Penland, Smithsonian Institution
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VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS AND SHENANDOAH VALLEY

WinchesterFrederick County
HONOR Winchester is the birthplace and final resting
place of pioneering country music singer Patsy Cline.
Groups can experience Patsy Cline tours, the Patsy Cline
Historic House, her gravesite in Shenandoah Memorial
Park, the “Becoming Patsy Cline” exhibition at WinchesterFrederick County Visitors Center and the Patsy Cline Music
Festival, held every Labor Day weekend.
LEARN Civil War history is big in Winchester — the
city changed hands 72 times during the war. Groups can
explore three preserved battlefields: Kernstown Battlefield,
Cedar Creek Battlefield and Third Winchester Battlefield.
The Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum is housed in a
Georgian-style 1840 courthouse that was used as a hospital
and prison during the war. There are more Civil War sites to

1

see, as well as reenactments throughout the year.
EAT Launched earlier this year, the Service Station
Grub Trail features local restaurateurs that sling out
some of the best food from active and repurposed service
stations throughout the Winchester and Frederick County
area. Trail stop offerings include craft pizzas, acai bowls and
barbecue, to name a few.
VISIT The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley
interprets the art, history and culture of the Shenandoah
Valley. This regional museum complex also includes
a historic house dating to the 18th century, 6 acres of
spectacular gardens and The Trails at the MSV, a freeadmission art park featuring 3 miles of trails for walking,
running and biking.
SIP Misty Mountain Meadworks is a small Virginia
farm winery and the oldest operating meadery in Virginia.
Visit the tasting room for a sampling of mead, which is also
called honey wine.

2

ASK
Winchester-Frederick County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
877-871-1326
visitwinchesterva.com

1
2

Patsy Cline Historic House
Old Town Winchester
Photos: Virginia Tourism Corporation (Virginia.org)/Tari Lind
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Taubman Museum of Art
Roanoke

Set in the heart of downtown Roanoke, the museum brings people and art
together for discovery, learning and enjoyment. The building, designed by architect Randall Stout, features a 77-foot glass
peak in the atrium, recalling the point
of the Roanoke Star, and the undulating
roofline is a nod to the Blue Ridge Mountains. The museum offers 11 galleries as
part of the Fralin Center for American
Art and originates 15–20 exhibitions a
year. Featured artists have ranged from
Kehinde Wiley to John James Audubon
and from Yoko Ono to Norman Rockwell. Advance registration is required for
groups. Tours can be customized.
540-204-4131,
taubmanmuseum.org/visit/tours-groups

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Tricia Keppel

Frontier Culture
Museum of Virginia
Staunton

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Black Dog Salvage
Roanoke

Shop for architectural antiques at the home of the DIY
Network TV series, Salvage Dawgs. Established in 1999, Black
Dog Salvage specializes in saving valuable architectural pieces from the landfill. Discover architectural salvage, old house
parts, custom upcycled designs, reproduction garden statues,
furniture paint, salvage-inspired furniture and decor in the main
showroom. The inventory changes every day. Curated regional
artisans and vendors add a constantly changing mix of new, vintage and antique home decor. Shop for unique gifts, souvenirs,
apparel, dog gear and the expanded gourmet Market collection.
540-343-6200, blackdogsalvage.com
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The museum tells the story of the
thousands of people who migrated to
Colonial America, either willingly or
as unwilling captives, and the life they
created. Outdoor exhibits are in two
separate areas: the Old World and America and include reproduced or moved
rural buildings from England, Germany,
Ireland, West Africa and America. Living
history demonstrators and exhibits depict
life in the homelands and in America.
The entire museum loop is about 2 miles.
The main paths of both the Old World
and New World loops are paved. Certain
sites, such as the West African, English,
1700s Settlement farms and the schoolhouse, are accessed by gravel pathways.
540-332-7850, frontiermuseum.org

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS AND SHENANDOAH VALLEY
Luray Caverns
Luray

Well-lighted paved walkways lead to cathedral-size rooms with towering stone columns
and clear pools. Eastern America’s largest cavern is known for the variety of its formations,
natural color and the Great Stalacpipe Organ, a
one-of-a-kind musical instrument. The organ
makes stalactites sing by gently tapping them
throughout 3 acres of the caverns. Admission
includes the Car & Carriage Caravan Museum,
Toy Town Junction and the 7-acre Shenandoah
Heritage Village.
Groups are requested to contact the caverns
14 days in advance of travel. A tour can include
food packages with access to the Gem Sluice,
Garden Maze and Rope Adventure Park.
888-443-6551, luraycaverns.com

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

MASSANUTTEN

A Four Season Resort Destination

Accommodations • Meeting & Event Venues • Catering • Teambuilding Activities
Escape Rooms • Golf • Hiking • Skiing/Snowboarding • Snow Tubing
Zip Lines • Indoor/Outdoor WaterPark • Mountain Biking

Massanutten Resort® is the Mid-Atlantic’s premier
four-season resort destination. With spacious meeting
and event venues and comfortable accommodations
overlooking scenic mountain views, Massanutten Resort®
is well-equipped to host your group of up to 300 people.

Located in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia

MASSRESORT.COM/GROUPS
grouptourmagazine.com
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National D-Day
Memorial
Bedford

The memorial, dedicated in 2001, preserves the lessons and legacy of D-Day:
June 6, 1944, the day the Allies invaded
Western Europe in World War II. At the
center of the memorial is a 44-foot-tall
arch, with the word Overlord (the military name of the operation) inscribed on
it. Proportionally, Bedford suffered the
nation’s severest D-Day losses, which is
why the memorial is located there. Guided group tours are available with advance
reservations.
540-587-3619, dday.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/ Star City Skycams

Bedford has left its mark on American and world
history. From a band of brothers to a founding father.
Hear remarkable stories of great bravery at the
National D-Day Memorial and stroll the grounds of
Thomas Jefferson’s beloved retreat at Poplar Forest.

National D-Day Memorial

———— Where Ordinary Ends... ————

Bedford Begins.
DestinationBedfordVA.com/groups

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest
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877-447-3257 | #DestinationBedfordVA

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

Heart of Appalachia
region
UNPLUG With lodging options ranging from lakefront
cabins to lodge rooms to yurts, Breaks Interstate Park is
ready and waiting to help groups unplug from the day-to-day
stresses of life. Mixing nature and relaxation with adrenaline
and awe, the park offers hiking, paddling, zip lining and views
that earned it the nickname “Grand Canyon of the South.”
EXPERIENCE During the spring and fall months,
Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure’s elk viewing tours
have a 100% success rate. Part of a restoration project, the
herd tends to stay around the prime habitat they were
re-introduced to. Enjoy the included box dinner at sunset,
overlooking the mountains in the distance.
CONQUER Bring your own car or motorcycle or rent a
Polaris Slingshot from Back of the Dragon Welcome Center
or Trailhead Resort and take on the 235 curves that make up
the Back of the Dragon. For the thrill seekers and the young at
heart alike, the 32-mile scenic route attracts drivers and riders
from all over the world.
TAKE IT EASY A valley that lies at an impressive 3,074
feet in elevation, Burke’s Garden lies in a massive bowl that
has collapsed in on itself over time. Here, groups will find a
slower pace. Horse-drawn buggies are often spotted on the
country road that winds through the rolling farmland that
makes up the garden. At Mattie’s Place, visitors are treated to
baked goods and sandwiches piled onto homemade bread.
After a meal like that, tourgoers may wish to rent a bike to
enjoy a slow journey through the picturesque countryside.
EXPLORE

The Pocahontas Exhibition Mine is open

for tours seasonally. While touring this authentic coal mine,
groups will stroll about half a mile at a leisurely pace while
hearing the stories of days gone by and admiring the various
fossils on the ceiling of the mine. Recently opened and serving
up menu items such as the “Coal Dust Cheesecake” is the Ole
No. 3 Restaurant and Bar.
ASK
Heart of Appalachia Tourism Authority
276-762-0011

Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure

heartofappalachia.com

Photo: Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure
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Blue Ridge Highlands and Heart of Appalachia

Bristol
State Street in downtown Bristol is
the state line between Tennessee and
Virginia. Brass markers with “Tennessee”
on one side and “Virginia” on the other
side are set in the center of the street in
the downtown. Tour the Birthplace of
Country Music Museum. Other mustsee downtown attractions are the Bristol
Train Station, the Paramount Center
for the Arts, the NASCAR and Country
Music murals, the Veterans War Memorial in Cumberland Park and the “A Good
Place to Live” sign. A variety of shops and
restaurants are also part of the downtown
scene. Bristol Motor Speedway, known as
The Last Great Colosseum, is a world-famous half-mile NASCAR racetrack. At
press time, track tours were not available.
discoverbristol.org

Powell Valley Overlook
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Kyle La Ferriere
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Paramount Center for the Arts

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation (Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Big Stone Gap
Novelist John Fox Jr. immortalized
Big Stone Gap — his hometown — in
his 1908 novel The Trail of the Lonesome Pine. In the summer, the Trail of
the Lonesome Pine Outdoor Drama is
produced in Big Stone Gap. See the early
days of the coal boom and bust come
to life. Delve deeper into coal mining
history at the Harry W. Meador Coal
Museum. Tour the historic home of Fox.,
the June Tolliver House, the 101 Historic
Traincar and the Lonesome Pine School
and Heritage Museum.
For stunning views, head to the
Powell Valley Scenic Overlook to see the
entire valley that houses Big Stone Gap.
Author Adriana Trigiani grew up in Big
Stone Gap in the 1970s and wrote and
directed the 2015 movie adaptation of
her novel Big Stone Gap. The movie was
filmed entirely on location in Big Stone
Gap. Check out filming sites around town
and in the visitor center, sit in the booths
where the diner scenes were filmed.
276-523-2303, bigstonegap.com

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

Blue Ridge Highlands and Heart of Appalachia

Birthplace of Country
Music Museum

Carter Family Fold
Hiltons

Bristol

The Bristol Sessions — a series of
recordings made in the summer of 1927
in Bristol — are considered to be the “Big
Bang” of modern country music. The
museum offers two levels of guided tours:
an introductory tour and a one-hour
tour. Both give time afterward to explore
the multimedia exhibits and the special
exhibits gallery. Tours focus primarily on
music history stemming from the Bristol
Sessions. If a group has a specific interest, such as technology and the Bristol
Sessions or the development of country
music, that topic can be more fully incorporated into the tour. Meals and performances can be added to a package.
423-573-1927,
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

Photo: Birthplace of Country Music Museum/
Hannah Holmes

Traditional country music can be
heard every Saturday night in the Carter
Family Fold at the foot of Clinch Mountain. The rustic music shed seats 800-plus
and is on the grounds where the Carter
Family, one of country music’s founding
families, once lived. The original group
consisted of Sara Carter, her husband A.P.
Carter and her sister-in-law Maybelle
Carter. The Carter Family was discovered in the 1927 Bristol Sessions. Janette
Carter, one of three children of A.P.
and Sara Carter, established the Carter
Family Fold to honor the memory of her
parents and Maybelle Carter. A.P. Carter’s
general store is now a museum, and a few
steps away is the A.P. Carter Cabin and
Birthplace.
276-594-0676, carterfamilyfold.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Cameron Davidson

Wytheville

Observation tower,
Big Walker Lookout

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sam Dean

Wytheville (pronounced WITH-vill) is located at the intersection
of Interstates 77 and 81. Get oriented at the Wytheville Visitor Center
and then pick up a step-on guide. Group tours often stop at Big Walker
Lookout (the highest point on the Big Walker Mountain National
Scenic Byway) for the observation tower and swinging bridge; Fort
Chiswell Animal Park; Beagle Ridge Herb Farm; West Wind Farm
Vineyards and Winery and Rural Retreat Winery; Wolf Creek Indian
Village & Museum; Edith Bolling Wilson Birthplace Museum; African
American Heritage Museum; and The Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre,
where there is special pricing for groups.
877-347-8307, visitwytheville.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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CELESTIAL
SITES
Stargazing in the American West
By Michael McLaughlin

FLAGSTAFF STAR PARTY, ARIZ.

PHOTO: FLAGSTAFF DARK SKIES COALITION

The night sky is a spectacular
sight dotted with planets, stars
and meteor showers. These
Western locales offer groups
plenty of activity by day and a
setting to explore stunning skies
at night.
Flagstaff, Arizona
As the place where Pluto was discovered
and astronauts trained before first visiting
the moon, Flagstaff has a unique connection
with starry nights. Furthermore, Flagstaff
is a pioneer in the Dark Skies movement. It
has the distinction of being the first city to
adopt a comprehensive lighting code, paving
a path for Dark Skies — and stargazers are
the beneficiaries of this today.
While many locations offer inspirational skies, Flagstaff is unique in being
able to offer all the comforts of a big city
with access to the night’s celestial won-
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ders. Surrounded by mountains, desert
and ponderosa pine forests, the city offers
a combination of stunning skies with a
range of amenities like restaurants, hotels,
shopping and endless options for outdoor
recreation. Groups can step away from
dinner or a flight at one of Flagstaff’s craft
breweries to be stargazing in Buffalo Park
in a matter of minutes.
“Flagstaff is a beautiful location with
clear mountain air,” said Christian Luginbuhl, president of Flagstaff Dark Skies
Coalition. “The southwest offers a great
deal of clear weather for superior nighttime viewing: when the sun goes down,
the window to the universe opens up.”
Flagstaff is also home to the Lowell
Observatory, among the oldest in America. A team of talented educators will share
helpful tips for spotting different constellations while recounting the epic tales that
inspired these starry portraits. Telescopes

throughout the campus provide visitors
with magnificent views of distant stars
and an impression of the vastness of
space. flagstaffdarkskies.org
Joshua Tree National Park,
California
Every August, the Perseid Meteor
Shower reliably rockets across the sky over
Joshua Tree National Park. Groups based
out of Palm Springs can take a front row
seat for that cosmic display.
“You can take in incredible views of
the Milky Way year-round,” said Jessica
Myers, co-owner of Sky Watcher, Inc., one
of the outfitters eager to explore the night
sky with visitors.
Guides will take groups to places
like Cap Rock, a perfect spot for taking
astrophotos with the famed Joshua Trees
silhouetted against a starry expanse. With
the howls of coyotes in the distance, Twin

Tanks and Turkey Flats near the Ocotillo
Patch are among the park’s darkest areas
for even more spectacular stargazing.
Guests are invited to look into telescopes or simply stare up into space as
they marvel at the starry expanse.
“I look to bring the myths and legends
of the night sky to life alongside the
astronomy,” Myers said. “We are excited
not only to talk about familiar Greek and
Roman myths but also legends about the
sky from across the world. Our guides are
entertainers who also happen to know a
lot about astronomy.” sky-watcher.com
Merritt Reservoir, Nebraska
With miles of rolling plains clear of
light pollution, Nebraska has some perfect
spots to gaze into the starry dome above.
The annual Nebraska Star Party
welcomes novice astronomers and veteran
stargazers to marvel at constellations with
the naked eye. The Beginner’s Field School
will show visitors how fun it is to explore
the sky with or without a telescope. Experts
from local astronomy clubs are happy to
share their knowledge. The party includes
observing challenges, an astrophoto
contest, and a fantastic light pollution-free
sweep of the summer night sky.
The Public Star Party held on the last
evening of the event is a special treat.
“The evening begins at dusk, about 9
p.m., with a general orientation to the sky,
and follows with folks spreading out to
find observers with their own telescopes
and asking what’s of interest to see.” said
Clete Baker, committee member. “It is a
way to thank the surrounding communities for keeping their lights low and their
skies dark.” nebraskastarparty.org
Western Montana’s
Glacier Country
It is not tough to spot the Milky Way
in Western Montana’s Glacier Country,
and on some evenings, visitors might even
see the famed Northern Lights dancing
across the horizon.
Covering eight counties worth of
glacial-carved landscape, Glacier Country
offers groups a variety of outdoor adven-

ture activities and plenty of breweries,
distilleries, and dining options to cater to
every taste.
“Stargazing in Glacier Country is as
fabulous as the landscapes, and there are
no shortage of places to do so — grab a
blanket and a comfy spot outdoors in one
of our many small communities,” said
Aerionna Skrutvold, group sales manager.
On clear nights, the Blue Mountain
Observatory just outside Missoula is
a great spot to view planets, galaxies
and nebula. Attend an open house, and
astronomers from the University of
Montana enjoy connecting with visitors
to share what folks are seeing through the
telescopes, discuss current discoveries,
point out constellations, and demonstrate

how to find interesting celestial objects
with the naked eye or a pair of binoculars.
Or the Payne Family Native American
Center on the University of Montana
campus in Missoula includes a Star Gazing Room, which hosts celestial stargazing
shows open to the public.
Educational programs from the
National Park Service like “Half the
Park Happens After Dark” provide
visitors to Glacier National Park an
opportunity to take in the awe-inspiring
sky with sophisticated telescopes. These
ranger-guided talks help stargazers zero
in on the cosmos while learning about
how Montana tribes looked to the sky
to guide their seasonal movements.
glaciermt.com/stargazing n

TIPS AND TRICKS
FOR A

TERRIFIC
TWILIGHT

Time: The best nights to see lots of stars are
the two evenings that bookend a new moon.
Transition: Eyes need 20–30 minutes to get
acclimated to the dark. After that, no bright
headlamps or flashlights.
Track: Download a star map and point your
phone to the sky for instant information on
the stars in sight.

FIRE LOOKOUT,
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, MONT.

PHOTO: GLACIER COUNTRY TOURISM
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Rail Explorers welcomes
all ages and abilities
By Danielle Devota
Rail Explorers of Las Vegas, Nevada, is the founder of the commercial rail biking experience in North
America.
Rail biking began over 100 years ago, when bicycle-like contraptions with steel wheels were created
to pedal up and down railroads to maintain the
tracks. Rail Explorers took this concept and designed
a commercial rail bike for public use.
While “biking” is in the name, Rail Explorers
is for all ages and abilities. A rail bike comes with
either two or four seats, and rail bikes can be coupled
together. The fleet has a propulsion system with an
electric motor and pedal assist. Even if one or two
people in a group can’t pedal, the system ensures
anyone can enjoy rail biking.
“[Rail biking] appeals to everyone,” said Mary
Joy Lu, president and owner of Rail Explorers. “We
realized the fulfillment it gave people when they rode
with us, who would generally be unable to do that
kind of physical activity.”
There are several tours available, depending on
when groups have other activities planned. A tour
accommodates 60 riders. Some of the most popular
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include the Sunset Tour, Super Soaker Tour and
nighttime Neon Tour. Groups are welcome to customize their experiences.
Tours start at the Nevada State Railroad Museum,
and go through Bootleg Canyon, with views of the
Mojave Desert and River Mountains along the way.
A tour is 8 miles round-trip, lasting about two hours.
At the halfway point, groups come to a picnic area
where they break for 20 minutes while the bikes are
turned around before heading back. Guides accompany all tours; groups can also request a historian or
naturalist, depending on the experience they want.
And the location is conveniently placed between
other destination spots. Rail Explorers is located on
the way to the Hoover Dam and Grand Canyon and
is only a few minutes from Boulder City, a haven for
antique shopping, thrift stores and great places to eat.
“People can liven things up with some gentle outdoor activity,” Lu said. “It will be what some people
say is the highlight of their trip.” n
Rail Explorers
877-833-8588
railexplorers.net/groups

EXPLORE OUR 7 WONDERS:
Grand Canyon National Park • Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument
Walnut Canyon National Monument • Wupatki National Monument
San Francisco Peaks • Coconino National Forest • Oak Creek Canyon

Contact Cherri Lamont for information at clamont@flagstaffaz.gov
PHOTOS: RAIL EXPLORERS

grouptourmagazine.com
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FAIRFIELD CALIFORNIA
RIDE Visit the Western Railway
Museum for the opportunity to ride historic
streetcars and interurban electric trains
from all over California and other Western
states. Streetcars loop the shaded picnic
grounds. Interurban cars run over the
restored main line of the old Sacramento
Northern Railway. The museum includes
more than 50 historic cars on display,
railway exhibits, a museum store and gift
shop, and shaded picnic grounds.
SIP With more than a dozen wineries
and tasting rooms, groups will love sipping
their way through wine country of the
Suisun Valley, home to award-winning
wines.

“

SAVOR At the Jelly Belly Visitor
Center, groups can sample their favorite
jelly bean flavors while taking a self-guided
tour of the factory. On the tour, visitors
watch videos showcasing an up-close
look at Jelly Belly candy manufacturing,
browse interactive exhibits and walk along
the ¼-mile-long tour lane to get a bird’seye view of the entire operation. Other
Jelly Belly offerings include the Jelly Belly
Jelly Bean Art Gallery, Jelly Belly Candy

2

Store, Jelly Belly Café, Jelly Belly Chocolate
Shoppe and Fudge Counter, and Jelly Belly
Chocolate & Wine Experiences.
EXPLORE Located between
Sacramento and San Francisco, Fairfield
is perfectly situated as a home base to
explore other destinations in Northern
California. Fairfield’s proximity to major

Did you know it can take
two weeks to create a single
Jelly Belly jelly bean?
Fairfield is best known
for the world-famous
Jelly Belly Factory, which
offers a memorable, fun
and always-sweet tour
experience. Fairfield also
is home to a thriving wine
region in Suisun Valley, a
growing craft brew industry
and delectable olive oil
tastings. Large groups
are always welcome, but
advanced reservations are
recommended to customize
your tastings.”
—Anand Patel,
president/CEO, Visit Fairfield

destinations makes it an ideal location for
a hub-and-spoke itinerary allowing groups
to enjoy several world-famous destinations
without having to move from hotel to hotel.
ASK
Visit Fairfield
visitfairfieldca.com/groups
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Western Railway Museum
Suisun Valley grapes
Jelly Belly Factory
Photos: Visit Fairfield

the simple pleasures of

#savorFairfieldca
visitfairfieldca.com
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PHOTO: MOPOP

Discover new passions at MoPop
By Danielle Devota
Visitors to the Museum of Pop Culture (or MoPOP) in Seattle, Washington, walk away from a visit
with feelings of passion, inspiration and creativity.
MoPOP has been satisfying people’s love of pop
culture since 2000, offering exhibits on everything
from film, horror movies, and science fiction to
music and Indie gaming.
“MoPOP is a place where you can discover a new
passion or rediscover a passion you already had,” said
Michael Cole-Schwartz, senior communications and
brand manager of MoPOP. “It’s a place of exploration
of those cultural touchstones you might have grown
up with and exposes you to a whole new world of
pop culture you didn’t know existed.”
The museum offers permanent exhibits on different areas of pop culture such as “Infinite Worlds
of Science Fiction,” “Scared to Death: The Thrill of
Horror Film,” “Fantasy: Worlds of Myth and Magic,” and “Guitar Gallery.” Other exhibitions focus
on pop culture influencers such as Jimi Hendrix,
Nirvana and Pearl Jam.
Many exhibits are interactive. Some of the most
popular include the “Indie Game Revolution,” where
visitors can play 30 different games, some of which
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can only be played at MoPOP. Another is “Sound
Lab,” with different instruments and computerized
guides to teach visitors to play, as well as a recording
studio visitors can use.
MoPOP has two to three temporary exhibits focusing on specific aspects of pop culture. One exhibit
running through the summer and fall is “Contact
High: A Visual History of Hip-Hop.” Later this
summer, MoPOP will feature a costuming exhibition
focusing on the work of Ruth Carter, a renowned
costume designer for everything from the Black
Panthers to the movie Do the Right Thing.
MoPOP welcomes large group tours. Groups
should plan to spend anywhere from one and a half
to three hours on a tour. All tours are self-guided,
and groups are provided with maps and exhibition
guides.
“Groups are so diverse … all the individuals
in the group have their different interests, backgrounds, identities and fandoms,” said Tiffany
Smith, group sales manager. “There really is something for everyone.” n
Museum of Pop Culture
206-770-2776
mopop.org//visit/group-visits

WHERE LIFE & STYLE MEET

SAVE UP TO 65% AT OVER 40
BRAND-NAME STORES
MICHAEL KORS • NIKE FACTORY STORE • COACH • LEVI’S ® OUTLET STORE
LE CREUSET • POLO RALPH LAUREN
CALVIN KLEIN • EXPRESS FACTORY OUTLET • TOMMY HILFIGER • H&M
OSHKOSH B’GOSH • AMERICAN EAGLE OUTFITTERS

LOCATED JUST 40 MINS. NORTH OF
LOS ANGELES, OFF CALIFORNIA’S 1-5

TEJONOUTLETS.COM
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Royal Gorge thrills visitors
with stunning views, unique bridge
By Kathie Sutin
The Royal Gorge area of Colorado has
been attracting tourists for more than
100 years. They come for the stunning
views and — after it was built — to see
and walk across the country’s highest
suspension bridge.
The bridge, known as “America’s
Bridge,” was the highest suspension bridge
in the world when it was built in 1929.
It’s still the highest suspension bridge
in America and a testament to American
ingenuity and modern engineering, said
Gail Conroy, spokesperson for Royal
Gorge Bridge and Park, near Cañon City,
Colorado.
The bridge stretches 1,260 feet across
the gorge 956 feet above the Arkansas River
affording great views of the gorge and surrounding area. Visitors cross the gorge in
the highest aerial gondolas in the country.
“Visitors like the uniqueness of our attractions, the history of it. We really do try
to make this an educational park,” Conroy
said. “We show a documentary on how the
bridge was built and how the gorge was
formed back to the dinosaur days.
“Some people will say, ‘Hey, whatever.
It’s a bridge.’ But when you think about
the technology, and the fact that they
built it in such a short span of time —
about eight months — with no injuries
no deaths, it’s a pretty spectacular.”
Although the bridge is the star of the
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park, “We’ve got a lot of other things to do
here,” Conroy said. That includes a Ferrata-like climbing adventure, the highest zip
line in America and a “sky coaster.”
Park tours are self-guided. Groups
of 20 or more get a discount. The park
comps the tour leader and bus driver.
Greeters meet motorcoaches on
arrival. “We don’t just say, ‘Here’s your
ticket, you’re on your own,’” Conroy said.
The greeters dispense helpful tips such
as bathroom locations, she said, adding:
“We expedite their entry, so they don’t
have to go into the visitor center where
other people are waiting in line.”
The park is open 365 days a year but
during winter, south side restrooms and
restaurants may be closed.
Free on-site motorcoach parking is
available. n
Royal Gorge Bridge and Park
719-276-8320
royalgorgebridge.com

Get off the grid. Get on these rails.

Just cross that bridge
WHEN YOU GET THERE

Visitors have been walking across the Royal Gorge for over
90 years. But we bet you’ve never flown across it.

Discover something new on the rails at Cumbres and Toltec… Just like one
would have done over 140 years ago. Cumbres & Toltec offers groups the
flexibility of departing from either Antonito, CO or Chama, NM depot. Offering
one-way tickets at reduced group rates, it is not only beautiful but affordable.
Book your tour in one of our three coaches riding in style as you cross the
Rockies in reserved luxury seating and comfort.

How will you conquer the Royal Gorge?

Book now at cumbrestoltec.com
1-877-890-2737

GroupTourMedia_Grid_4.75x7.25.indd 1

America’s most historic scenic railroad
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The Alamo reveals
300 years of Texas history
By Kathie Sutin
The Alamo gives visitors a lesson in 300 years of
rich Texas history and offers many group-tour options.
Located in downtown San Antonio, Texas, the
Alamo began as a Spanish mission in 1718.
After the Catholic Church relinquished the mission, it became a fortress occupied by the Spanish.
Twenty-five years after Mexico won independence from Spain, Texas declared its independence
from Mexico. A group of Texan volunteers occupied
the Alamo in late February 1836 and were besieged
for 13 days before Gen. Santa Anna’s army captured
the Alamo and killed the Texans, ending the Battle
of the Alamo.
The next month, San Houston and Texas volunteers defeated the Mexicans in 18 minutes, turning
the Alamo into an American icon.
“The Alamo is the most visited attraction in the
state of Texas,” said Sheila Mayfield, senior director of
marketing and communications for Alamo Trust, Inc.
“We consider it a must-see when you come here.
It’s really how Texas got on the map and what people
know Texas for. It’s most well-known for the 1836
battle of the Alamo that was really a defining moment in Texas history.”
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Admission to the church is free, but timed tickets
(available online) are required.
Groups that want to upgrade the self-guided tour
have several options:
• A 45-minute audio tour with a wand, the most
economical option. It allows a group to move at its
own pace.
• A tour with a guide who will take the group
through the church and around the grounds.
• A private tour similar to the guided tour. This
tour is for the group only and includes the church,
the Palisade, the courtyard gardens and the exhibit
hall where artifacts are on display.
• An after-hours tour conducted after the grounds
are closed, and the crowds are gone.
“There’s plenty to see without paying a dime
depending on the kind of experience the group is
looking for and how much they’re willing to invest in
that experience,” Mayfield said.
Parking is available at commercial lots around
town. n
The Alamo
210-225-1391
thealamo.org

DREAM IT UP.
SOAK IT UP.
LIVE IT UP.

From the breathtaking views of our mountains to new
discoveries sprinkled throughout the city, Colorado
is where everything SHINES A LITTLE BRIGHTER.
Start planning your next adventure today.
TOURCOLORADO.ORG
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Oklahoma’s Cherokee Nation opens
window into its history, culture
By Kathie Sutin
CHEROKEE NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
PHOTOS: VISIT CHEROKEE NATION
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In the rolling countryside of northeast Oklahoma, dozens of sites open a
window into the culture and history of
the Cherokee Nation.
More than 107 sites spread across
7,000 square miles present opportunities
for visitors to learn about the history of
America’s largest tribal nation.
“The Cherokee people are proud
storytellers of our history and culture,”
said Cheryl Trask, senior director of
tourism sales.
Trask suggests visitors use Tahlequah,
Cherokee Nation’s capital city, as its base
and begin with the Cherokee National
Capitol, which was restored and re-

opened in 2019.
Cherokee National History Museum,
inside the capitol, provides an overview
of the tribe’s history from pre-European
times through the Trail of Tears and its
revitalization after the Civil War.
“The history we have there is a time
capsule from prehistoric times to present
times,” she said.
A “cultural pathway” connects to
Cherokee National Supreme Court, built
in 1844, and the National Prison Museum, Trask said.
“These museums were actually functional, operating government buildings.
They are not replicas,” she added.
“Our capitol building was where we
conducted all of our business and, of
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SEQUOYAH’S CABIN MUSEUM

course, the Supreme Court was where
our judicial system was. If there was a
crime and conviction, the person went to
the Cherokee National Prison.”
A replica of the National Peace Pavilion, built in 1843, stands nearby. It’s the
site of a historical meeting of 18 tribal
nations seeking unity and peace.
Today the pavilion can be used for
group lunches between visits to the
museums.
“Our motorcoach groups really like
that outdoor experience where they can
have a box lunch,” Trask said.
Live traditional flute music or storytelling can be arranged, she added. So can
a craft-making session under the pavilion
that allows guests “to go home with
something,” perhaps a clay medallion or a
grass doll, she added.

Free motorcoach parking is available.
Tour operators should contact Cherokee
Nation prior to visiting to arrange parking and possibly a customized visit.
Additional sites nearby include:
• Sequoyah’s Cabin Museum in
Sallisaw: the 1829 log cabin constructed by Sequoyah, inventor of Cherokee
syllabary.
• Saline Courthouse in Rose: the only
remaining of nine district courthouses
built in the 1800s by the Cherokee Nation. The site is home to a museum with
historical and cultural exhibits, some
showcasing Cherokee artists.
• John Ross Museum in Park Hill:
chronicles the life of Principal Chief John
Ross, who led Cherokee Nation through
critical times, including the Trail of Tears
and the Civil War. n

Cherokee Nation
877-779-6977
visitcherokeenation.com/
group-tours
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9AM
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575.625.9495
ROSWELLUFOMUSEUM.COM
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FAIRBANKS ALASKA
DINE Fairbanks is wild for Thai food.
This firmly established fact is proven by the
well over 20 Thai restaurants in the area.
Thai drive-thrus, fancy Thai, made-fromscratch noodles, Thai food trucks — the list
goes on. Try Lemongrass Thai Cuisine
near the University of Alaska Fairbanks, one
of the original hot spots.
SIP The craft brewery and distillery
scene in Fairbanks is hopping! Fairbanks
features four amazing distilleries and five
locally owned breweries.
FLOAT The Chena River flows right
through downtown Fairbanks and offers
the perfect backdrop for a multitude of
year-round activities and celebrations. Take
a trip on the Riverboat Discovery; float on
a rented kayak, canoe or paddleboard; or
take a stroll along the 2-mile river walk.
VIEW Fairbanks is frequently referred
to as one of the best places to see the
northern lights. The options for seeing
the northern lights are endless but, for

“

From the aurora borealis to the midnight sun, no trip to
Alaska is complete without a visit to Fairbanks. Our top-ofthe-world locale provides a variety of one-of-a-kind group
tour opportunities throughout the year.”

—Bill Wright, director of tourism and meeting sales, Explore Fairbanks

starters, groups can take a tour and watch
them from a heated cabin, yurt, dome or
lodge; see them on a dog sled adventure
or while ice fishing; or on a flight above the
Arctic Circle.
CELEBRATE There is no shortage
of cool things to see and do during the
summer months. These festivities include
the Midnight Sun Baseball Game and

RIDE The last full-service railroad in

Midnight Sun Festival in June, the World

the United States, the Alaska Railroad

Eskimo-Indian Olympics in July and the

provides daily summer service and

Tanana Valley State Fair in August.

weekend winter service (biweekly during
February and March) between Fairbanks

IMMERSE Museums in Fairbanks
celebrate everything from the diverse

and Anchorage, a magnificent 12-hour
train ride.

Alaska Native peoples to the state sport of
dog mushing. Area museums are housed

ASK

in buildings that range from multi-million-

Explore Fairbanks

dollar facilities that are works of art to gold-

877-551-1728, ext. 3783

roofed geodesic domes.

explorefairbanks.com

University of Alaska
Museum of the North
Photo: Patricia Fisher
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Be inspired by the light of the Aurora Borealis. Renew your energy under
the Midnight Sun. Experience the warmth of Fairbanks—Alaska’s Golden
Heart—and the gateway to Denali, Interior and Arctic Alaska.
Call 1-877-551-1728 x3783 or visit explorefairbanks.com for free group
tour information, itinerary assistance, visitor guides and maps.

grouptourmagazine.com
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WACO TEXAS
SEE No group tour to Waco is
complete without a stop at the famous
Magnolia Silos. Be sure to allow enough
time for touring the grounds then
exploring downtown Waco. Add a few of
Waco’s museums to the mix — choose
from the Dr Pepper Museum, The Texas
Ranger Museum, Art Center Waco or
the breathtaking Armstrong Browning
Library and Museum. Throw in a driving
tour where groups will see some familiar
looking homes and soak in local history.
SHOP Visit some of Waco’s

1

eclectic shops. Groups will find stores
filled with local crafts, antiques, home
décor, handcrafted jewelry and local art.
Local favorites include Spice Village, The
Findery, Simply Irresistible and Sironia.
Most of the shops are located along the
free shuttle route. Be sure to check out
Homestead Craft Village, where visitors
can watch craftsmen at work as seen on
Magnolia Network.
SAVOR Try some Cajun food at
Buzzard Billy’s on the river, Southern
home-style cooking at George’s or
award-winning barbecue at Guess
Family BBQ. Just ask the Waco Welcome
Center staff for recommendations. Can’t
decide? Try Union Hall where you can
choose from over 20 local eateries with a
community dining space.
STAY New hotels are popping up all
over Waco. Whether the group is looking
for high-end boutique lodging or a more
traditional hotel, Waco has you covered.
ASK
Waco Convention & Visitors Bureau

“

Find your heart in
Waco. Come hungry, wear
comfy shoes, give yourself
plenty of time and prepare
to be WOWed!”

—Susan Morton, tourism
manager, Waco Convention &
Visitors Bureau

800-922-6386
wacoheartoftexas.com/tour-planners

2

1
3 2
3

Magnolia Silos
Waco shopping
Union Hall
Photos: Waco Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Discover Texas deep in the heart of

History

Culture

Art

Shopping

Dining

Bring your group tour to Waco !

WACO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
wacoheartoftexas.com

800.922.6386
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visitguernseycounty.com

Graceland & Guest House at Graceland................................................................... 77
graceland.com

Cayuga County Office of Tourism................................................................................ 47
tourcayuga.com

GrandStay Hospitality, LLC............................................................................................38
grandstayhospitality.com

Center of Science and Industry - COSI......................................................................35
cosi.org

Greater Merrimack Valley CVB.....................................................................................55
merrimackvalley.org

Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce...................................................................... 87
chincoteaguechamber.com

Harley-Davidson Museum...............................................................................................41
h-dmuseum.com

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.............................................................................89
ColonialWilliamsburg.com

Historic Schoenbrunn Village c/o Dennison RailRoad Depot Museum...................................................................36
facebook.com/HistoricSchoenbrunnVillage

Comfort Inn & Suites - Dover........................................................................................ 37
choicehotels.com/ohio/dover/comfort-inn-hotels
Cross Sound Cruises........................................................................................................53
longislandferry.com
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad............................................................................ 121
cumbrestoltec.com
Decatur-Morgan County CVB........................................................................................65
decaturcvb.org
Dennison Railroad Depot Museum............................................................................. 37
dennisondepot.org
Discover DeKalb.................................................................................................................61
discoverdekalb.com
Discover Flagstaff............................................................................................................ 115
flagstaffarizona.org
Discovery Park of America............................................................................................ 73
discoveryparkofamerica.com
Dutchman Hospitality & Restaurants....................................................................... 37
dhgroup.com
Eagan CVB...........................................................................................................................38
eaganmn.com
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Holland Area CVB..............................................................................................................25
holland.org
Huntington Area CVB........................................................................................................61
visithuntingtonwv.org
International UFO Museum.......................................................................................... 125
roswellufomuseum.org
Ithaca - Tompkins County Visitors Bureau............................................................... 47
visitithaca.com
J.E. Reeves Victorian Home & Carriage House Museum..................................... 37
doverhistory.org
Jamestown - Yorktown Foundation............................................................................93
historyisfun.org
Jungle Adventures............................................................................................................ 77
jungleadventures.com
Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Museum & Library...........................................................31
vonnegutlibrary.org
Lake George Area in NY’s Adirondacks
(Warren County Department of Tourism)................................................................49
visitlakegeorge.com

Lehman’s.............................................................................................................................35
lehmans.com

Suffolk Division of Tourism............................................................................................84
VisitSuffolkVa.com

Leisure Time Unlimited...................................................................................................63
leisuretimeunlimited.com

Tamarack.............................................................................................................................65
tamarackwv.com

Louisville Slugger Museum........................................................................................... 77
SluggerMuseum.com

The National Museum of the United States Army................................................. 101
armyhistory.org

Lovin Lake County............................................................................................................38
Lovinlakecounty.com

The Original Benjamin’s Calabash Seafood.............................................................63
originalbenjamins.com

Massanutten Resort.......................................................................................................107
massresort.com

Tour Colorado....................................................................................................................123
tourcolorado.org

Meet AC (Atlantic City CVA)...........................................................................................45
meetinac.com

Tours Around Michigan..................................................................................................... 9
ToursAroundMichigan.com

Meteor Crater Enterprises, Inc................................................................................... 129
meteorcrater.com

Town of Lexington............................................................................................................55
lexingtonma.gov

Miami County VCB............................................................................................................35
visitmiamicounty.org

Traverse City Tourism......................................................................................................23
traversecity.com

Montana’s Glacier Country...........................................................................................2-3
glaciermt.com

Tuscarawas County CVB...........................................................................................31, 36
traveltusc.com

Myrtle Beach Area CVB...................................................................................................63
VisitMyrtleBeach.com

UPTRA (Upper Peninsula Travel & Recreation Association)..............................29
uptravel.com

National Corvette Museum.............................................................................................71
CorvetteMuseum.org

USS Silversides/ Great Lakes Naval Memorial and Museum.............................31
silversidesmuseum.org

Newport News Tourism Development Office...........................................................91
newport-news.org

Virginia Beach CVB..........................................................................................................83
visitvirginiabeach.com

North Shore Music Theatre/Back Stage Bistro......................................................49
nsmt.org

Visit Frederick.................................................................................................................... 57
visitfrederick.org

Opry Entertainment Group............................................................................................ 75
opry.com/groups

Visit Hagerstown - Washington County CVB...........................................................49
visithagerstown.com

Outlets at Tejon Ranch................................................................................................... 119
tejonoutlets.com

Visit Kenosha......................................................................................................................41
visitkenosha.com

Pigeon Forge Department of Tourism....................................................................... 73
mypigeonforge.com

Visit Loudoun.....................................................................................................................99
visitloudoun.org

Riverside Center for the Performing Arts............................................................... 103
riversidedt.com

VISIT Milwaukee.................................................................................................................41
visitmilwaukee.org

Royal Gorge Bridge & Park........................................................................................... 121
royalgorgebridge.com

Visit Sacramento............................................................................................................. 125
VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

Sevierville CVB.................................................................................................................. 77
visitsevierville.com

Visit Winston-Salem........................................................................................................69
visitwinstonsalem.com

Shaw Festival Theatre.....................................................................................................29
shawfest.com

Waco CVB.......................................................................................................................... 129
wacoheartoftexas.com

So IN Tourism (Clark-Floyd Counties CTB)...............................................................29
gosoin.com

Wayne County CVB............................................................................................................41
wccvb.com

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort.................................................................................... 27
soaringeaglecasino.com

Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts.......................................................98
wolftrap.org

Steuben County CVB
(Corning & the Southern Corning Finger Lakes).................................................. 47
corningfingerlakes.com

Zoar Village Historic Site................................................................................................ 37
historiczoarvillage.com
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