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ADMIRE ARCHITECTURE
GAME ON
CELEBRATE FAITH
GET MOVING
FEEL THE MUSIC
PARANORMAL SCARES
PLUS 5 ITINERARY PLANNERS

BRING YOUR GROUP ABOARD

The Grandest Entertainment Ship!
•
•
•
•
•

Narrated Harbor Sightseeing Cruise
Narrated Harbor Luncheon Cruise
Dinner Entertainment Cruise
Monday Gospel Dinner Cruise
Add a special flare to your group’s cruise with a private Chef’s demo!

Other cruise options available — Call for schedule
Catering to tour groups since 1991—Savannah’s Group Tour Experts!
For more details please contact our group sales department,
912.232.6404 or at www.savannahriverboat.com
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RIVER STREET INN
Savannah, GA
1817-2017

Experience Savannah’s History
Lobby Entrance: 124 East Bay Street | Savannah, GA 31401
912.234.6400 | www.riverstreetinn.com
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YOU WANT
TO SHOW THEM
AMERICA.

START AT THE
BEGINNING.

Williamsburg, VA
was ranked in the
Top 10 Student Travel
Destinations
by SYTA

The past comes alive at the world’s largest living history museum, Colonial
Williamsburg. Travel back in time with your students to the 18th century,
and experience the dawn of America. Learn how things were made, discover
what the culture was all about and feel the passion of the people who turned
a colony into a country.
SPECIAL SAVINGS FOR GROUPS OF 15 OR MORE.

• TAKE TIME TO GO BACK •

© 2018 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

To begin planning your journey
to the past, call 1-800-228-8878,
groupsales@cwf.org, or
colonialwilliamsburg.com/grouptours

TIS-4/17 12821738

From the Editor

«

Heritage and history destinations are popular with travelers for
good reason. History-themed tourism takes travelers back in time to
days gone by, whether it’s days they’re nostalgic for or days they’ve
only read about in history books. Any time you visit a museum, tour
a historic structure, take in a beloved landmark, become awestruck
by an artifact or stand in the same place as a historic figure, you’re
participating in this type of travel.
In our sixth edition of Group Tour Heritage & History, we went
beyond some of the traditional history themes. Inside, you’ll find
architectural landmarks, places of faith, haunted locations, music
venues, sports attractions and transportation-related sites. Five
itinerary planners throughout the magazine provide even more tour
inspiration; don’t miss our U.S. Civil Rights Trail itinerary on page 34.
And, we haven’t forgotten about student groups! Each section
includes a student-friendly stop to add to your educational tours.
I invite you to turn the page and find heritage and history tour
inspiration. As always, thank you for reading.

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com
Twitter: @courtneygtm

On the Cover;
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Architecture

Admire
rchitecture
w

hether visiting iconic architectural
landmarks or lesser known brick and mortar
masterpieces, groups can find photo-worthy
buildings all across the United States. Travelers marvel at the size, elegance and character of structures that dot big city skylines and
pepper the landscape of small towns.

Architecture can be the destination of
the tour or something visitors find along
the way, but in any case, it gives visitors a
true feel for a location. Neoclassical, gothic,
renaissance, modern, postmodern and
art deco — each architectural style tells a
different story about a building’s history and

the architect who designed it.
The following noteworthy buildings
range in age, size and purpose, but they
all welcome groups to gaze in awe at their
engineering and design.

“Touring Columbus’ (Indiana) modern architecture is a fun and interesting activity for
groups. While we’re home to buildings by some of the world’s greatest architects, we’re
still a small city. This gives visitors the opportunity to experience truly world-class design
without the hassles of navigating busy city streets. You don’t have to consider yourself an
architecture buff to enjoy your time in Columbus.”
— Becky Harper, director of group sales and hospitality, Columbus Area Visitors Center

Laurel
Highlands
PENNSYLVANIA'S

Discover History & Heritage in Pennsylvania‘s Laurel Highlands!
800.333.5661 | www.laurelhighlands.org

FOUR SEASONS OF FUN
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Compass Inn Museum
compassinn.org | 724-238-6818

Hampton by Hilton Greensburg, PA
greensburgpa.hampton.com | 724-838-8800

Journey to the past at Compass Inn Museum, an
authentically restored stagecoach inn furnished with
a collection of period pieces. Enjoy interacting with
period-clothed docents.

Hampton by Hilton Greensburg is your centrally
located hotel to visit these attractions: Fort Ligonier,
Compass Inn, Hannah‘s Town and West Overton
Museum.

Flight 93 National Memorial
Flight93Friends.org | 814-893-6550

Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor
LHHC.org | 724-879-4241

Visit Flight 93 National Memorial, learn about the
inspiring story of the passengers and crew of Flight 93,
and honor their sacrifice and courage on September
11, 2001.

Did you know she used a Lincoln Highway EV-charger
in 1915? Sit in our restored diner enjoying pie and
coffee while getting charged up!

Frank Lloyd Wright‘s Kentuck Knob
kentuckknob.com | 724-329-1901

West Overton Village & Museums
westovertonvillage.org | 724-887-7910

Frank Lloyd Wright’s House on Kentuck Knob
seamlessly entwines architecture, art, and nature into
a wonderful tour experience. We invite you to Learn.
Discover.Explore the splendor of Kentuck Knob.

The only intact pre-Civil War village in Pennsylvania,
with 18 historic structures including the Overholts‘
Mennonite farmstead, the 1800s distillery, and Henry
Clay Frick‘s birthplace.

Architecture

Washington National
Cathedral
Washington, D.C.

«

Walk through history and beloved
architectural features at one of the most
magnificent gothic cathedrals in the United States. Take a self-guided tour of the
cathedral to explore all the quiet places
and features of the building or take a
guided highlights tour to experience the
must-see dramatic art and architecture.
The cathedral has worship services that
are open to visitors.

202-537-6200, cathedral.org
Washington National Cathedral, Washington, D.C., Photo: Washington National Cathedral

Fallingwater

Mill Run, Pennsylvania
Explore the most famous Frank Lloyd
Wright house through a guided tour.
Fallingwater was built for a prominent
Pittsburgh family, the Kaufmanns. Located 90 minutes from Pittsburgh, the home,
known as the greatest architectural
triumph of the 20th century, is in the middle of the forest and is part of a waterfall.
The home can only be seen through a

guided tour, with several different tour
options available.

724-329-8501, fallingwater.org

The Empire State Building
New York, New York

In midtown Manhattan, visitors witness
360-degree views of New York City

while visiting a world-famous landmark.
The 86th floor is the highest open-air
observatory in the city and has been a
setting for many movies and television
scenes, as well as the setting for many
special moments. The 102nd floor of the
building provides visitors with even more
spectacular views, and the ability to see
skyscrapers that are 80 miles away.

esbnyc.com

INDIANA’S Unforgettable Group Experience!
Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination
for groups large and small. Nestled in the heart of Southern
Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier National Forest, this resort
community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed awe inspiring
getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous history
and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious hospitality,
ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Kristal Painter at kristal@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

812-936-3418 • vflwb.com/groups •
GroupTour.com
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Architecture
GM Renaissance Center
(GMRENCEN)

Detroit, Michigan

313-567-3126, gmrencen.com

Golden Gate Bridge

ifornia to San Francisco and has been an
area landmark for more than 80 years. The
Golden Gate Bridge Visitor Area has exhibits and a video that provide guests with the
opportunity to learn about the history and
engineering of the bridge.

San Francisco, California

415-921-5858, goldengatebridge.org

With its 746-foot-tall towers, art deco
styling, orange color and sweeping cables,
the Golden Gate Bridge is a sight to see.
The famed bridge connects northern Cal-

Chicago Architecture
Foundation River Cruise
with Chicago’s First
Lady Cruises

«

The seven-tower GMRENCEN building
dominates the Detroit skyline. Designed
by John Portman & Associates, the building is 5.5 million square feet, with the
tallest tower being 73 stories. A tour of
the facility covers highlights including the
GM Wintergarden, GM Plaza & Riverwalk,
GM Lobby & North Pavilion, Borealis art
glass sculpture, Circulation Ring and the

GM Company Store. A food court and
shops are a part of the center.

Chicago, Illinois

Experience the best architecture
Chicago has to offer with Chicago’s First
Lady Cruises. Partnering with the Chicago
Architecture Foundation, cruises give
riders the chance to listen to detailed
narratives while observing architectural
styles. Stories include tales of people
who designed and built the city. The river
cruise lasts 90 minutes and includes
indoor and outdoor seating.

312-922-3432
architecture.org/experience-caf/tours

Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, Calif., Photo: Scott Chernis

Visit Southwest Florida’s Cultural Gem!

Discover What’s
New in History

Special Group Rates for 20 or More on all Tours!
• Historic Homes
• Tropical Gardens
• Thomas Edison’s Laboratory

• Museum
• River Cruises
• Waterfront Dining

Group Tour Inquiries:
education@highland.org

Open Daily 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
2350 McGregor Blvd • Fort Myers, FL 33901
239.334.7419 • EdisonFordWinterEstates.org
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Architecture
A gem of history,
frozen in time

Walt Disney Concert Hall
Los Angeles, California

A premier cultural destination in LA,
Walt Disney Concert Hall has a pure sound
quality, amazing acoustics and majestic
architecture. The concert hall is one of the
halls designed by prize-winning architect
Frank Gehry. Many aspects inside the hall
share a dialogue with nature including tree
trunks and the auditorium itself, which has
the feel of a boat with lofty sail-like curves
and wood. The facility has audio tours and
private tours for visiting groups.

323-850-2050, laphil.com

The Virginia State Capitol
Explore the Virginia State Capitol’s
architecture and history via a guided group
tour. Hourlong tours take visitors through
the Old House and Old Senate chambers,
one of the legislative chambers in the wings
and the Rotunda. The building was designed by Thomas Jefferson and was first
used in 1788. It has since gone through
restorations and expansions, with replicated
interior colors and designs from 1910.

«

804-698-1788, virginiacapitol.gov

Virginia State Capitol, Richmond, Va.
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation

«

Richmond, Virginia

Cathedral of Learning, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Student Stop
Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Field trips through Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation showcase the
architecture and history of
downtown Pittsburgh and
local neighborhoods. A variety of tour options are available, including Urban Survival: Revitalizing Downtown, Transportation Tour: Mt. Washington and Downtown,
Strip District Stroll and CMU On Tour: Art,
Architecture and Green-Building Design.
Tours are grade-level appropriate.

In 1854 Thomas
Evans and Serena
Chesnut Haile’s 6,200
sq. ft. home was
built by 56 enslaved
laborers.
The Historic Haile
Homestead is unique
in the Nation for its
“Talking Walls.” For
a reason lost to time,
the Haile family
wrote on the walls
of their home - over
12,500 words in
almost every room
and closet!
Come visit us and
let the walls speak
to you of joys and
sorrows of more than
a century ago.
Open Saturdays 10 am - 2 pm and Sundays 12- 4 pm;
weekday tours available by appointment. $5 per person,
under 12 free, Group rates available.

Historic Haile Homestead
8500 SW Archer Rd (SR 24)
Gainesville, FL 32608
(352) 336-9096
www.hailehomestead.org
hailedocent@yahoo.com

412-471-5808, phlf.org

A tradition since 1887

Enjoy the history and unique ambiance of Grand Hotel. Stay overnight and enjoy a
full breakfast and dinner daily or visit for the day and experience our legendary Grand
Luncheon Buffet, awarded a 2017 Certificate of Excellence by TripAdvisor.
Call Julia Luckey at 906-847-3331 or grouptours@grandhotel.com
1-800-33GRA ND • gr a ndhotel.com

GroupTour.com
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Frank Lloyd
Wright Wisconsin
Trail

Top to bottom: Monona Terrace, Madison, Wis.; First Unitarian Society Meeting House, Madison, Wis.; Wyoming Valley School Cultural Arts Center, Spring Green, Wis.; All
photos: TravelWisconsin.com
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W

hile Frank Lloyd Wright’s structures are scattered throughout the
world, Wisconsin is home to a great number of them in close proximity. Many stops
across southern Wisconsin trace the steps
of the world-renowned architect, from
some of his most impressive structures to
his birthplace.
“Wisconsin is home to beautiful natural
resources and diverse landscapes that
inspired Wright’s designs,” said Stephanie
Klett, Wisconsin Department of Tourism
secretary. “Lovers of architecture and nature alike are sure to enjoy this spectacular
trail, which honors his legacy. We invite
groups from far and wide to put the Frank
Lloyd Wright Trail on their bucket list.”
With this itinerary builder provided by
TravelWisconsin.com, plan a trip, hop on
the trail and discover this unique architect
and his structures that all have a story of
their own.

Wisconsin Department of Tourism
800-432-8747
TravelWisconsin.com

SC Johnson

Racine, Wisconsin
The 1939 SC Johnson Administration
Building has been called one of the top
25 buildings of the 20th century, and
Wright designed everything down to the
furniture. Perhaps most impressive is the
Great Workroom, with a half-acre of open
space and massive tree-inspired columns.
Groups receive the best views riding the
“birdcage” elevators that run from the
basement to the penthouse. The Research
Tower is one of the world’s tallest cantilevered buildings.

First Unitarian Society
Meeting House
Madison, Wisconsin

Wright was a member of this congregation, and his preacher father was one of
the founders. What has become one of the
architect’s most famous commissions also
was one of the closest to his heart. It was
completed in 1951, just a few years before
his death, and has been hailed as one
of the world’s most innovative examples
of church architecture, as well as a key
structure defining Wright’s contributions to
American culture.

608-233-9774
fusmadison.org

Taliesin

Spring Green, Wisconsin
For the Frank Lloyd Wright fan, nothing tops his 800-acre estate overlooking
the Wisconsin River. Taliesin, which
means “shining brow,” a nod to Wright’s
Welsh grandparents, has been rebuilt
from two fires since construction was
completed in 1911, and other renovations
have been ongoing since the architect’s
death in 1959. Today, the Taliesin Preservation manages the grounds and offers
six estate tour options, along with other
arts and cultural education programs and
special events.

877-588-7900
taliesinpreservation.org

Monona Terrace

Madison, Wisconsin
Monona Terrace frames the lake, for
which it was named, on the eastern side of
Madison’s famed isthmus. Though Wright
first proposed the project in the 1930s,
numerous setbacks meant the terrace
wasn’t completed until 1997, nearly four
decades after his death and 59 years after
the inception of the project. Today, Monona Terrace is a popular spot for meetings,
conventions, community programs and
weddings, with an on-site cafe and gift
shop full of Wright memorabilia.

608-261-4000
mononaterrace.com

262-260-2154
scjohnson.com

Great Workroom, SC Johnson, Racine, Wis., Photo: TravelWisconsin.com
GroupTour.com
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Game on
Sports

S

ports belong to American heritage and
history just like politics, music or religion.
Just about every traveler has grasped
a baseball bat and attempted to channel
Babe Ruth. In Baltimore, groups can see
where the story started.

Links to sports history can be found
across the country. In Atlanta, take in college
football’s storied past, with all of its pageantry and excitement. Check out the heritage
and history of motorsports racing in Daytona
Beach, Florida, and Indianapolis, Indiana.

See where the “Miracle on Ice” hockey game
occurred in Lake Placid, New York.
The following destinations across the
country invite groups to immerse in the
history of sports and the athletes who excel
at them.

“Daytona International Speedway has tours to complement everyone’s travel schedule. From our 30-minute Speedway Tour where guests can experience what it’s like to
celebrate in Gatorade Victory Lane to the 90-minute All-Access Tour that includes a visit
to the world’s only motorsports stadium. All guests finish their tour at the DAYTONA 500
champion car, still covered in confetti and champagne, and the fantastic displays of the
Motorsports Hall of Fame of America.”
— Chip Wile, president, Daytona International Speedway

Travel Back in Time to 79 A.D.
• Experience life in the bustling, ancient Roman city of Pompeii
• Marvel at nearly 200 precious artifacts, lost for nearly 2,000 years
• Relive the massive power of Mt. Vesuvius in 4D Eruption Theatre

Groups of 25 or more will receive a group discount. Inquire today! msalvesen@reaganfoundation.org, 805-577-2704

Tickets include admission to the Reagan Library, where you can touch
an actual part of the Berlin Wall and climb aboard Air Force One!
40 Presidential Drive • Simi Valley, CA 93065 • ReaganLibrary.com
12
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Sports

Baltimore, Maryland

Hands-On Fun

«

Babe Ruth Birthplace
and Museum

Get Your

The row house where George Herman
“Babe” Ruth was born on Feb. 6, 1895,
became a museum in 1974. Located three
blocks west of Oriole Park at Camden
Yards, the museum was renovated in
2015. Reimagined galleries tell the story
of Ruth as an American icon. Known as
the Sultan of Swat, Ruth was baseball’s
first great batter. His record of 714 career
home runs stood for almost 40 years.

Craft On!

410-727-1539, baberuthmuseum.org

California Surf Museum
Oceanside, California

The California Surf Museum, founded
in 1986, chronicles the lifestyle sport
of surfing by chronicling its art, culture
and heritage. Artifacts include significant
surfboards, trophies, magazines and rare
photographs. Permanent exhibits include
“A Brief History of Surfboards: Wood Foam

Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum, Baltimore, Md.
Photo: Babe Ruth Birthplace Foundation, Inc.

to Fiberglass” and “Body Surfing and
Handplanes.” The museum tailors tours to
meet a group’s interests, time frame and
knowledge level.

760-721-6876, surfmuseum.org

“All the different hands-on activities
are a blast, no talent required!
You are treated like their guest and
everything is planned out for you.
We loved it!”
– Triumph Community Bank Travel Club,
East Moline, IL

The Birthplace of Walmart.
FREE ADMISSION
Hours of operation:
Monday-Thursday: 8am-9pm
Friday-Saturday: 8am-10pm
Sunday: 12pm-9pm

Shop in an old-fashioned
five and dime

105 North Main Street, Bentonville, AR
(479) 273-1329
www.WalmartMuseum.com

Request Your
FREE Planner
Call 1-800-322-8198
or order it online at:

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com/planner
Tour the museum gallery and
see real artifacts

OHIO
Indianapolis

INDIANA

1

Cincinnati

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati
Enjoy delicious hand-scooped
ice cream, malts, and shakes

THE WALMART MUSEUM
GTM Southeastern 1/3 Box Ad
4.75”x4.75”

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198

GroupTour.com
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Sports

Tour
SOUTHEAST INDIANA

RiveR Town
Spend a day along the Ohio River Scenic
Byway and explore historic Aurora.
Follow an urban arts trail with your
artist guide, tour landmark mansions,
enjoy a “Linens & Luxury” luncheon and
visit a small brewery with a big history.
“Wonderful experience,
Top-notch service!”

College Football Hall of
Fame and Chick-fil-A
Fan Experience

a historic walking tour of Churchill Downs
racetrack. A variety of group-only premium
tour selections — such as the Backstretch
Breakfast Tour — and add-on experiences
are available.

Located next to Centennial Olympic
Park, the hall includes a 45-yard indoor
football field where visitors can kick a field
goal. An interactive media wall and giant
trophy case link the heritage of college
football with today’s technology to show
what makes the game unique. Exhibits outline the rivalries, intensity and split-second
decisions of college football.

502-992-5919, derbymuseum.org

Atlanta, Georgia

Lake Placid
Olympic Sites

Lake Placid, New York
Groups can tour Lake Placid’s Olympic
sites from the 1932 and 1980 Winter
Olympics. Experience the ski jumps, take
a bobsled ride and, on many occasions,
see Olympic athletes train. Visit the Olympic Center, site of the “Miracle on Ice”
hockey game in 1980. Feel the energy
that still resonates. Under the guidance of
coach Herb Brooks, the U.S. hockey team
beat the Soviet Union in a stunning 4-3
game, en route to a gold medal.

404-880-4800, cfbhall.com

Daytona International
Speedway

- CB&S Bank Shining Stars,
Russellville, AL

Daytona Beach, Florida

The 90-minute All-Access tour gives
groups the chance to see the famous
2.5-mile tri-oval speedway from a variety
of vantage points. Visit the start/finish line
and 31-degree high banks, ride down pit
road and tour the garages and media center. Groups also can tour the new Motorsports Hall of Fame of America.

866-500-8499
daytonainternationalspeedway.com
Hillforest Victorian
House Museum

Kentucky Derby Museum
Louisville, Kentucky

The Kentucky Derby has thrilled horse
racing fans for more than 140 years.
On a museum tour, groups experience
two floors of interactive exhibits, the
360-degree film The Greatest Race and

OHIO
Indianapolis

1

Cincinnati

KENTUCKY

Louisville

Lexington

South of I-74 & west of I-275, 20 minutes west of Cincinnati

www.TOURSoutheastIndiana.com
800-322-8198
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«

“Windows of Aurora”

INDIANA

Regional Office of Sustainable
Tourism / Lake Placid CVB
518-523-2445
lakeplacid.com

Kentucky Derby Museum, Louisville, Ky.
Photo: Kentucky Derby Museum

Trace some of America’s
history right here.
Meet President McKinley. Follow the
route of runaway slaves. Relive the
suffragette movement. Cruise among
classic Packard cars. It’s all here in
Trumbull County in northeastern Ohio.
Plan your historical tour today!

866.360.1552
ExploreTrumbullCounty.com

Sports

«
Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum

Student Stop
Muhammad Ali Center
Louisville, Kentucky

The Muhammad Ali Center is
a multicultural center with an
award-winning museum dedicated to the life and legacy
of Muhammad Ali. The center’s museum
captures the inspiration derived from the
story of Ali’s life and six core principles

that fueled his journey: respect, confidence, conviction, dedication, spirituality
and giving. Award-winning exhibits and
galleries are spread across three museum
levels. Interactive field trip experiences
include 45–60 minutes of classroom
instruction and 60 minutes of activities and
exploration. Two ongoing field trip options
are: Civics and Citizenship and The Civil
Rights Movement.

502-992-5340, alicenter.org

Kansas City, Missouri

The complete story of Negro Leagues
Baseball, from the average players to the
superstars, is told at the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum. Visitors encounter
multimedia displays and hundreds of
photographs, several film exhibits and
artifacts dating from the late 1800s to the
1960s. Guided group tours are available
upon request.

816-221-1920, nlbm.com

Women’s Basketball
Hall of Fame
Knoxville, Tennessee

The hall of fame, which opened in 1999,
honors the past, celebrates the present and
promotes the future of women’s basketball. Outside, the hall features the world’s
largest basketball. Inside, visitors can test
skills on three basketball courts, a timed
dribbling course and a passing skills area.
Exhibits relate the rich history of all levels
of women’s basketball. For instance, learn
about the All American Red Heads, who
played from 1936–86 — the longest-running
women’s professional team.

Discover why
our small towns
have big stories!

«

865-633-9000, wbhof.com

Travel TUSC.com

tuscarawas county, oh
Top to bottom: Muhammad Ali Center, Louisville, Ky., Photo: Muhammad Ali Center; Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, Knoxville,
Tenn., Photo: Courtesy of the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame
GroupTour.com
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Mesa baseball stadiums
Arizona

Arizona’s Cactus League draws 15
Major League Baseball teams — and
lots of fans — to spring training in the
Grand Canyon State.
It all began in 1947 when Bill Veeck,
owner of the Cleveland Indians, and
Horace Stoneham, owner of the New
York Giants, brought their teams to Tucson and Phoenix for spring training.
Since then, spring training in Arizona has grown into a baseball vacation
destination.
Hit a home run with groups and kick
off a baseball season with these four
stadiums in and around Mesa.
Visit Mesa
480-682-3641
visitmesa.com

Sloan Park

Mesa, Arizona
Head to Sloan Park, the spring
training home of the Chicago Cubs
since it opened in 2014. With 9,200
fixed seats, 4,200 lawn seats and 1,600
party deck/hospitality seats, Sloan Park
is the largest spring training stadium by
capacity in Major League Baseball. The
complex holds six practice fields, one
half-field, an agility field and additional
training facilities. Motorcoach parking
and park tours are available. The official
Cubs Team Store is located at the right
field gate.
480-668-0500
cubs.mlb.com/chc/sloan-park

Top to bottom: Chicago Cubs, Sloan Park, Mesa, Ariz., Photo: Visit Mesa; Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, Scottsdale, Ariz., Photo: Group Tour Media/David Hoekman
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Hohokam Stadium
Mesa, Arizona

«

Hohokam Stadium is the spring training home of the Oakland Athletics. The
complex in Mesa was dedicated in 1977
and expanded in 1997. Bay Area-based
food and beverage options bring a taste
of home to the desert, and outfield berm
seating allows fans to catch A's homeruns. Six batting cages, four bullpens, one
practice field and one practice infield are
part of the complex. Hohokam Stadium
is used year-round for youth and adult
baseball tournaments.
510-568-5600
mesaaz.gov/things-to-do/ho
hokam-stadium

the main stadium, which was dedicated
as Gene Autry Field in 1999 in honor of
the former Angels' owner who passed
away after the 1998 season.

Tempe Diablo Stadium

714-940-2101
mlb.mlb.com/ana/spring_training/
ballpark

Tempe, Arizona

The spring training home of the Los
Angeles Angels, the stadium complex
was founded in 1968 and underwent
an extensive renovation in 2005. It’s
located within blocks of Interstate 10
and Highway 60. Tempe Diablo Stadium
includes 6½ practice fields in addition to

Salt River Fields at
Talking Stick
Scottsdale, Arizona

As the spring training home of the

Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado
Rockies, Salt River Fields at Talking
Stick is the nation’s first Major League
Baseball spring training facility to be
built on Native American land. The
facility, surrounded by beautiful mountain views, has an 11,000-seat capacity
ballpark, 12 practice fields and office
buildings that include Major and Minor
League clubhouses, training facilities
and offices for each team.
480-270-5000
mlb.com/dbacks/spring-training/
ballpark

Top to bottom: Hohokam Stadium, Mesa, Ariz., Photo: Visit Mesa; Tempe Diablo Stadium, Tempe, Ariz., Photo: Group Tour Media/David Hoekman; Hohokam Stadium, Mesa, Ariz.,
Photo: Visit Mesa
GroupTour.com
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Celebrate

Faith
F

or centuries, groups have traveled to
churches, shrines, temples and sacred sites
across the globe to celebrate their faith.
Some of these divine destinations include
Jerusalem, Mecca and the Vatican City, just
to name a few.

But, it’s not necessary to travel abroad
to find a spiritual spot. In the United States,
religious heritage can be found coast to
coast at faith-based destinations, new and
old. Places of worship and religious attractions welcome groups to practice their First

Amendment right.
Plan a group tour around these faithfilled destinations to immerse tour-goers in
religious history.

“Unfortunately, not everyone will have the opportunity to travel to Israel, but that does not
mean they must miss out completely on the experience. Many of our visitors say we are the
next best thing and they leave feeling like they’ve had a comparable experience. Our visitors
say the way we present the archaeological excavations and provide the historical context
helps them understand the men and women of the ancient world and Bible.”
— Holly Winner, director of development and marketing, Biblical History Center

The American Icons in the Berkshires
Hancock Shakers

Daniel Chester French

Edith Wharton

Norman Rockwell

The more you see, the more you save!
Visit any American Icon and use your receipt to receive a $3 discount
at the next Icon you visit. See all four Icons and save $9.
Must present receipt from initial purchase of a full-price adult admission to receive discount.
Cannot be combined with other discounts. Other restrictions may apply.

413.443.0188
hancockshakervillage.org
18
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413.298.3579
chesterwood.org

413.551.5111
edithwharton.org

413.931.2221
nrm.org

Faith
Salt Lake City, Utah

Charlotte, North Carolina

Encompassing 35 acres in the heart
of Salt Lake City, Temple Square is filled
with history, gardens, art and architecture.
As Utah’s most popular tourist destination,
Temple Square contains nearly 20 attractions related to Mormon pioneer history
and genealogy, including the Salt Lake
Temple, the Tabernacle and the Family History Library. Custom group tours are led by
Missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints and volunteer guides.

Located in a barn-shaped building on
20 landscaped acres, The Billy Graham
Library traces the history of “America’s
pastor.” The 40,000-square-foot experience
lets groups retrace Billy Graham’s dynamic journey through stunning multimedia
presentations, interactive kiosks, photos
and memorabilia. A short walk from the
main library building, groups find Graham’s
boyhood home, which has been restored.
Experiential tours are available for groups.

800-363-6027, templesquare.com

704-401-3200, billygrahamlibrary.org

The Bahá’í House
of Worship
Wilmette, Illinois
The only one of its kind in North
America and one of seven in the world, The
Bahá’í House of Worship is the largest and
oldest surviving Bahá’í temple. It stands on
the shores of Lake Michigan, and visitors
can explore history, linger in the gardens
and meditate in the Temple Auditorium.

847-853-2300, bahai.us/bahai-temple

«

The Billy Graham Library

«

Temple Square

Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah

The Billy Graham Library, Charlotte, N.C.
Photo: The Billy Graham Library

Welcome Home
Celebration

Frances Manzito, CTIS

frances@visitclarksvilletn.com
1-800-530-2487 ext. 321 | 931-245-4345

welcomehomeveteranscelebration.com
GroupTour.com
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Faith

The oldest synagogue building in the
United States, Touro Synagogue is one of
the most historically significant Jewish buildings in America. Visitors enjoy a 30-minute
presentation on the synagogue’s history, the
George Washington letter and the Colonial-era features of the beautiful sanctuary.
The visit includes two floors of interactive
exhibits in the Visitors Center focused on
Touro Synagogue history, Newport’s Colonial Jewish residents and how Newport’s
Colonial community laid the groundwork for
America’s First Amendment rights.

401-847-4794, ext. 207
tourosynagogue.org

706-885-0363
biblicalhistorycenter.com

Museum of the Bible
Washington, D.C.
Located just steps from the National
Mall and U.S. Capitol, Museum of the Bible
uses cutting-edge technology to bring the
Bible to life. The grand lobby welcomes
groups with its 140-foot-long LED digital
ceiling displaying biblical art and scenes.
The 430,000-square-foot museum, which
makes up an entire city block, features
three central exhibit floors: History, Narrative
and Impact of the Bible. The museum also
offers a rooftop Biblical Garden, a cafe and
the 472-seat World Stage Theater.

202-848-1553, museumofthebible.org

«

Newport, Rhode Island

real-life settings in the Biblical Life Artifacts
Gallery. Add to the experience with a Biblical Meal, consisting of four courses and
15 different food items. During the meal,
guides explain ancient meal practices
including Passover and the Last Supper.

«

Touro Synagogue

Biblical History Center
LaGrange, Georgia
Encounter the ancient biblical world at
Biblical History Center, a living museum
that offers hands-on exhibits and tours.
Witness the living conditions of nomadic
shepherds in the center’s authentic goat
hair tent and see 250 ancient artifacts in

Left to right: Touro Synagogue, Newport, R.I., Photo: Stanley Goldberg; “The World of Jesus of Nazareth” exhibit,
Museum of the Bible, Washington, D.C., Photo: Museum of the Bible

Book your period attire tour guide today!
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Faith
St. Patrick’s Cathedral
New York City, New York
The largest Gothic Catholic cathedral
in the United States, St. Patrick’s Cathedral
is an international landmark that welcomes
more than 5 million visitors each year. The
cathedral has a seating capacity of 2,400
and includes more than 20 altars, 3,700
stained-glass panels and an organ with
7,855 pipes. Guided tours give groups a
deeper understanding of the cathedral’s
architecture, history and spirit.

212-753-2261
saintpatrickscathedral.org

America’s Islamic
Heritage Museum
& Cultural Center
Washington, D.C.

202-610-0586, aihmuseum.org

Student Stop
Ark Encounter

Williamstown, Kentucky
The pages of the Bible come
alive at Ark Encounter, an attraction that features a full-size
Noah’s Ark. Built according
to the specifications in the Bible, the ark
is 510 feet long, 85 feet wide and 51 feet
high. Student groups can spend the night
aboard the ark, the largest timber-frame
structure in the world. After the ark closes
to the public, students can explore all three
decks of exhibits, watch educational videos
and participate in scavenger hunts.

855-284-3275, arkencounter.com

«

America’s rich Islamic history is on
display at America’s Islamic Heritage
Museum & Cultural Center. The museum
takes groups on a journey, starting in the
1500s and concluding in the 21st century.

Exhibits chronicle the contributions of
American Muslims and their legacies.
Groups are welcome to self-tour the museum or participate in guided tours.

Ark Encounter, Williamstown, Ky., Photo: Ark Encounter

GroupTour.com
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Shaker destinations
New Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts

At the height of the Shaker
movement in the mid-19th century, there were an estimated 4,000
to 5,000 Shakers spread across 19
communities from New England
to Kentucky. The term “Shaker”
is the commonly used name of

The United Society of Believers in
Christ’s Second Appearing.
Mother Ann Lee founded the
Shaker movement; she came to
America in 1774 from England
after being persecuted for her
religious beliefs. Shaker tenets

include celibacy, communal life,
confession of sin, gender equality
and pacifism. Only one Shaker
community remains active today.
The following four sites display
the history and legacy of Shakerism in America.

Top photos: Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield, Mass., Photo: Hancock Shaker Village; Bottom photo: Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village, New Gloucester, Maine
Photo: United Society of Shakers
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Canterbury Shaker Village

Canterbury, New Hampshire
A National Historic Landmark, Canterbury Shaker Village
is a museum that preserves the
heritage and 200-year legacy of
the Canterbury Shakers. The
village includes restored and reconstructed Shaker buildings and
nearly 700 acres of outdoor space.
On the 75-minute Shaker Story
Tour, groups learn about daily
worship practices and the ways
in which the Shakers impacted
mainstream American culture.
Canterbury Shaker Village is one
of the oldest, most typical and
most completely preserved of the
Shaker villages.
603-783-9511, shakers.org

Hancock Shaker Village

Pittsfield, Massachusetts
Known as the “City of Peace,”
Hancock Shaker Village served
as a Shaker community from
1790 to 1960. Today, it stands
as a living history museum, set

on 750 acres of preserved farm,
meadow and woodland. Twenty
historic buildings are located
within a walkable 10-acre village
setting. On two-hour guided
walking tours, groups learn about
the village and come away with a
deep appreciation of the Shakers.
Special group visits — Shaker
Supper & Song and the Historic
Shaker Garden Tour — also are
available.
413-443-0188, ext. 215
hancockshakervillage.org

Sabbathday Lake
Shaker Village

New Gloucester, Maine
Home to the only active
Shaker community in the world
today, Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village is situated on 1,800
acres of farm and forest land.
The village includes 17 structures from the 1780s through
the 1950s, a museum, research
library, craft workshops, educational programs and Sunday

worship services. Hourlong
guided group tours provide
valuable insights into the Maine
Shaker heritage of the past and
the present. Tours of the herb
garden are also available.
207-926-4597, maineshakers.com

Fruitlands Museum

Harvard, Massachusetts
Founded in 1914, Fruitlands
Museum is situated on 210 acres
of meadows and woods. Among
the many offerings at the Fruitlands campus is the Shaker Museum, the first of its kind in the
country. The museum is home
to the largest archive of Harvard
Shaker documents in the world.
Guided History and Highlights
Tours of the Fruitlands Museum include a visit to the Shaker
Museum, as well as the Alcott’s
Fruitlands Farmhouse, the Native American Museum and the
Art Gallery.
978-456-3924, ext. 7
fruitlands.thetrustees.org

Left to right: Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village, New Gloucester, Maine, Photo: United Society of Shakers; Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield, Mass., Photo: Hancock Shaker Village
GroupTour.com
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Transportation

Get

moving

T

ransportation has played a huge role in
shaping the history and culture of the United States since the very beginning.
The creation of trains made getting mail,
packages and other materials across the

country much quicker than ever before. With
the invention of the automobile, people’s daily lives were forever changed because they
could travel further distances in a day. And
the success of the Wright Brothers made the

future of airplanes take flight.
Visit these spots to learn more about
cars, trains, aviation and boating and how
they have changed the country we know
and love.

“Transportation history is American history itself. Steamboats and railroads made
the nation larger in the 19th century, while automobiles and airplanes brought us closer
together in the 20th century. We’re a people on the move, and there’s no better way to
explore America’s past than through the machines that carried us into the future.”
— Matt Anderson, curator of transportation, The Henry Ford

It’s No Mystery, Dayton’s Got
Heritage and History!
DAYTON, THE BIRTHPLACE OF AVIATION & SO MUCH MORE!

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
The Memphis Belle Exhibit—Opens May 2018

FREE National Museum of the U.S. Air Force—
19 enclosed acres of exhibits

Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical
Park Sites

Visit 7 out of 16 amazing Dayton aviation sites and earn a free
Wilbear Wright Aviator Teddy Bear! Download your Wilbear
Passport at daytoncvb.com.
Contact Teena Sheffler today at 937.226.8292 or tsheffler@daytoncvb.net
to arrange an exciting group tour and learn about special incentives!

800.221.8235
24
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daytoncvb.com

Sunwatch Indian Village

The Henry Ford
Dearborn, Michigan
Bring the past forward at The Henry
Ford. See and explore how innovation and
resourcefulness shaped America. “Driving America” is an exhibit that displays a
premier collection of automobiles, artifacts
and digital media that share how cars
have influenced American culture. Other
attractions include Greenfield Village and
the Ford Rouge Factory Tour. The Giant
Screen Experience has new 4K digital
projection, sound and seating.

313-982-6001, thehenryford.org

National Air and
Space Museum
Washington, D.C.

«

Experience the largest and most
significant aviation and space artifacts
collection from around the world. Located

Transportation
in the heart of the Smithsonian complex,
visitors will be in awe by the collections on
display. The museum offers over 60,000
artifacts that provide visitors with the
chance to learn about topics like history of
women in space, witness panoramic views
of airplane cockpits, and see the 1903
Wright Flyer or the Apollo 11 Command
Module Columbia.

202-633-2214, airandspace.si.edu

Palm Springs Air Museum
Palm Springs, California
War history comes alive in Palm
Springs. The museum has 59 static and
flyable planes on display throughout four
hangars and the tarmac. Groups can tour
the inside of a B-17 and a C-47 or learn
the principles of flight through computer-flight simulators. Guided group tours are
often led by former pilots or veterans.

760-778-6262
palmspringsairmuseum.org

National Automobile
Museum
Reno, Nevada
See 200 eye-popping cars and hear
authentic street sounds, all in one place.
The National Automobile Museum was on
USA Today’s top 10 list of best transportation museums and has vehicles and
artifacts from all eras on display. Self-guided or audio tours are options for groups
wanting to explore at their own pace, or
they can take a guided tour.
National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., Photo: National Air and Space
Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Eric Long

775-333-9300, automuseum.org

Find
Your Country
In
Coastal
North
Carolina

Home of Camp Lejeune

OnlyinOnslow.com
GroupTour.com
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A NATIONAL
HISTORIC
ENGINEERING
LANDMARK

an AMAZING ADVENTURE
to the top of NEW ENGLAND’S

HIGHEST PEAK!

• 3-hr. round trip on eco-friendly

biodiesel or historic steam trains.

National Corvette
Museum

Historic Ships in
Baltimore

Bowling Green, Kentucky

Baltimore, Maryland

The facility is home to the only General
Motors Corvette Assembly Plant in the
world. Check out their mix of ongoing
and temporary exhibits. A current ongoing exhibit features a Corvette of each
generation on display. Hop in and drive a
Corvette or take the wheel of a C6 Corvette through a virtual racetrack. Tours of
the plant will resume in January 2019.

Historic Ships in Baltimore offers over
200 years of naval history. Witness one
of the most impressive military vessel
and artifacts collections available and see
more than 50,000 pieces on display. Visits
include the opportunity to tour several
ships. Vessels on display at the museum
include the Constellation, the Torsk, the
Taney and the Chesapeake.

270-781-7973, corvettemuseum.org

410-539-1797, historicships.org

«

THE MOUNT WASHINGTON

«

Transportation

• Courier’s Favorite Scenic Railroad
• Cog Railway Museum at the Base
• NEW Summit Weather Exhibit

The World’s First mountain-climbing
Cog Railway and the Only One
east of the Rockies!

Group Sales 603-278-5550
OPEN MAY- NOVEMBER • THECOG.COM
Base Station Rd, Marshfield Station, NH
(6 mi. from Rt. 302 & Bretton Woods, NH)

Left to right: National Corvette Museum, Bowling Green, Ky., Photo: National Corvette Museum; Chesapeake, Historic
Ships in Baltimore, Baltimore, Md., Photo: Historic Ships in Baltimore

Visit “Nack-A-Tish” Named Best Small Town in Louisiana
by Southern Living.
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«

Student Stop
North Carolina
Transportation Museum
Spencer, North Carolina

On 60 acres, the North Carolina Transportation Museum
has four buildings full of
educational exhibits. Students
can go for a scenic train ride, check out
the largest steam locomotive repair shop
on the East Coast and view the other

Transportation

exhibits about trains. Another draw is
the museum’s 37-bay roundhouse that
includes 25 locomotives. A collection of
classic cars and aviation exhibits also are
displayed. Special programs and guided
tours are available for student groups.

704-636-2889, ext. 268
nctrans.org

North Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer,
N.C., Photo: Bill Russ – VisitNC.com

Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad

Antonito, Colorado and
Chama, New Mexico
Take a trip to the past with the 64-mile
railroad that winds through the mountains,
meadows and deserts between Antonito, Colorado, and Chama, New Mexico.
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is the
longest, highest and most complete example of what a 19th- and 20th-century railroad was like. Take an all-day or half-day
expedition on the train and enjoy a hearty
meal. A sunset dinner train expedition is
available on select Saturdays.

888-286-2737, cumbrestoltec.com

Muscle Car City Museum
Punta Gorda, Florida
Witness the largest collection of GM
muscle cars in Punta Gorda. Located
in an old Wal-Mart building, the museum displays over 200 muscle cars that
span 80 years of makes and models in
a 99,000-square-foot space. All vehicles
are in pristine running condition. Stop
into the Muscle Car City Diner for a
1960s-style meal including old-fashioned
floats and sodas.

BOOK P
ROU
YOUR G Y!
TODA

THE ONLY MUSEUM
of the U.S. CONSTITUTION
Contact Gina Romanelli at
gina@constitutioncenter.org or 215.409.6695
Independence Mall ê Philadelphia, PA

941-575-5959, musclecarcity.net
GroupTour.com
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Pony
Express

Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska

he Pony Express was a mail
delivery service that ran between Missouri and California
from 1860 through 1861. Riders
on horseback would carry mail
from station to station, switching to fresh horses at each stop.

Pony Express Station
Gothenburg, Nebraska

What is now called the Pony
Express Station started out as the
Sam Macchette Station in 1854
in Ehmen Park. It was used as
a station during the duration of
the Pony Express and was later
used as an Overland Trail Stage
Station, bunk house, storage
house and dwelling unit. The exterior of the station is accessible
year-round for exploration, and
a visit to the inside reveals the
colorful past of the mail service
and its riders.

More than 100 Pony Express
stations were built prior to its
operation.
The Pony Express came to
an end after the opening of
the transcontinental telegraph.
Although the Pony Express was

only in operation for a short 18
months, 35,000 pieces of mail
were delivered during its short
life.
Experience history with a visit to a few of the places that were
involved in the Pony Express.

«

T

308-537-9876
ponyexpressstation.org
Pony Express Station, Gothenburg, Neb., Photo: Jen Gjerde/Nebraska Tourism Commission
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The Pony Express National
Museum gives groups an opportunity learn about the creation,
operation and termination of
the legendary Pony Express.
In the 1950s, a portion of the
Pikes Peak Station in St. Joseph,
Missouri, was saved and turned
into the Pony Express Museum.
Exhibits include a full-size oxen
and wagon, a one-room schoolhouse and an 1860s coin collection. A 60-foot diorama depicts
the route’s rough terrain. Guided
tours are available upon request.
800-530-5930, ponyexpress.org

The Patee House Museum
St. Joseph, Missouri

See the headquarters of the
Pony Express at The Patee House
Museum. It was originally built
as a luxury hotel in 1858, but
became the headquarters of the
Pony Express in 1960. After the
Pony Express ended, the building
went through many changes before
falling into disrepair. It became
a designated National Histroric
Landmark in 1965, and eventually
became a museum. Groups should
keep two hours free to visit the museum and the Jesse James Home.
816-232-8206
ponyexpressjessejames.com

«

St. Joseph, Missouri

«

«
Pony Express National
Museum

Marysville Pony
Express Barn

Marysville, Kansas
The Marysville Pony Express
Barn was originally built in 1859
by Joseph H. Cottrell and Hank
Williams to serve as a blacksmith shop. Now a museum, the
limestone barn features different
period rooms, a station kitchen
and telegraph room. The collection of artifacts on the main
floor includes tools, railroad
lanterns, ethnic dolls, political buttons, an original steam
engine and a Byron Guise model
train collection.
785-562-3101,
marysvillemuseumsks.org

Left to right: Pony Express National Museum, St. Joseph, Mo., Photo: Visit Saint Joseph/St. Joseph MO Visitors Bureau; Patee House, St. Joseph, Mo.,
Photo: Visit Saint Joseph/St. Joseph MO Visitors Bureau; Stagecoach, Marysville Pony Express Barn, Marysville, Kan., Photo: Marysville Convention & Tourism

GroupTour.com
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Music

Feel the music
W

hether it’s listening to the radio on
a road trip, pumping upbeat tunes while
crushing a workout or winding down the
night with a few slow jams, music can
inspire others, tell stories and provide some
significant health benefits.

Music has been found to reduce stress
and improve mood, exercise, memory and
cognition, while also providing comfort. It’s
no surprise music has become a leading
reason why groups travel.
In the United States, groups can explore

the birthplaces of genres ranging from jazz
and soul to rock ‘n’ roll, country, hip-hop
and R&B.
The following stops highlight music’s
impact on American culture, while preserving artifacts of music’s most famous names.

“Motown Museum is a special place where music lovers from all over the world come
together to learn about a unique sound that took the music industry by storm. Come and
be a part of the Motown family, where you will experience the entrepreneurial brilliance of
the Gordy family, learn about the artists that created music in Studio A and above all, have
a lot of fun!”
— Shelia Spencer, museum operations manager, Motown Museum

experience
MuskegonMI

Find compatible lodging options and targeted custom itineraries.
Call Bernadette at 1-800-250-9283 | visitmuskegon.org
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Music

Grand Ole Opry

Paisley Park

Nashville, Tennessee

Chanhassen, Minnesota

New Orleans, Louisiana

Widely known as “Country’s Most Famous Stage,” the Grand Ole Opry honors
country music’s detailed history and legendary chart-toppers. What began in 1925
as a simple radio broadcast, the Grand
Ole Opry has grown into an American icon
and Nashville’s No. 1 attraction. It offers
three different tour options for groups
to go behind the scenes and explore its
history: The Daytime Tour, Post-Show Tour
and VIP Tour.

A creative sanctuary and private estate
for international music icon Prince, Paisley
Park is a 65,000-square-foot recording and production complex filled with
artifacts from the late star. Guided tours
give groups an intimate look into Prince’s
private life, including the chance to view
his vibrant, iconic wardrobe, a variety of
musical instruments, artwork, rare music
and video recordings, and motorcycles.

Preservation Hall has been honoring
traditional New Orleans jazz since 1961.
The renowned music venue offers acoustic
concerts almost every night of the year.
Groups can purchase the Big Shot ticket,
which guarantees premium seats.

615-871-5043, opry.com

952-470-2409
officialpaisleypark.com

Preservation Hall

504-522-2841, preservationhall.com

Birthplace of Country
Music Museum

«

«

Bristol, Virginia

The Birthplace of Country Music
Museum educates audiences on the history, legacy and impact the 1927 Bristol
Sessions had on country music. Groups
can explore its artifacts and interactive exhibits on recording artists, country music
and instruments.

423-573-1927
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org
Left to right: Grand Ole Opry, Nashville, Tenn., Photo: Chris Hollo/Grand Ole Opry; Purple Rain bike, Paisley Park, Chanhassen, Minn., Photo: Paisley Park-NPG Records

GroupTour.com
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Music
Buddy Holly Center
Lubbock, Texas

urs
IS A
BRAND NEW

MUSEUM.

O

SO DON’T EXPECT
THE SAME OLD STORY

The Buddy Holly Center is dedicated to the late Buddy Holly, who was a
Lubbock native and a large figure in
defining the traditional rock ‘n’ roll lineup.
The center promotes his legacy, as well
as the musical heritage of Lubbock
and West Texas, through programs and
exhibits. Groups also can tour the J.I.
Allison House next door, where Crickets
drummer J.I. Allison lived and recorded
hit songs with Holly.

806-775-3560

National Music Museum
Vermillion, South Dakota

One of the most renowned institutions
in the world, the National Music Museum
on the University of South Dakota campus was founded in 1973. The museum

shares 1,200 musical instruments on
public display, and over 15,000 in overall
holdings spanning all cultures, styles and
eras. Expert guides are available for tours
throughout the galleries, or groups can
take self-guided multimedia tours.

605-677-5306, nmmusd.org

Motown Museum
Detroit, Michigan

Learn how Motown Records got
its start in 1959 and how now-famous
artists rose to international acclaim with
a guided tour of Hitsville U.S.A., home to
the Motown Museum. Guests can view
the flat where Berry Gordy Jr. lived in the
early Motown years; tour Studio A, where
Motown Sound was born; and examine an
array of photographs, artifacts and other
memorabilia.

313-875-2264, motownmuseum.org

«

«
YOU DON’T KNOW THE HALF OF IT.

BOOK YOUR
GROUP VISIT TODAY!
groups@amrevmuseum.org
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Left to right: National Music Museum, Vermillion, S.D., Photo: Dara Lohnes Davies; Motown Museum, Detroit, Mich.,
Photo: Motown Museum

4/11/18 4:02 PM

Music

« Student Stop
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
Cleveland, Ohio

At the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame, students can experience
the music that changed the
world. Thousands of artifacts
in the permanent collection, including
instruments, song lyrics, stage props and

«
Musical Instrument
Museum
Phoenix, Arizona

The Musical Instrument Museum is the
largest of its kind in the world. Displaying over 6,800 instruments from 200
countries, guests can observe and hear
instruments being played in their original
contexts through state-of-the-art audio and
video technology. The Experience Gallery
allows groups to play different instruments
and view instruments from music icons,
such as John Lennon and Carlos Santana.

480-478-6000, mim.org

Carnegie Hall

New York City, New York
See the magic behind over 125 years
of musical history and excellence at the
iconic Carnegie Hall with a private guided
tour. During a tour, guests will see Stern
Auditorium/Perelman Stage from different
points of view, stroll through Composers
Alley and hear stories behind famous autographed photos of performers that line the
walls. Visit the Rose Museum to view more
than 400 Carnegie Hall artifacts.

costumes, often leave student groups in awe.
Educational classes and programming are
offered for students, allowing them to explore
the history of rock ‘n’ roll while meeting
artistic learning standards. The Rock Star
package gives student groups the opportunity to perform at the world’s only Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame on one of two stages followed
by a self-guided tour.

216-781-7625, rockhall.com

WE FOUGHT THE
BRITISH BEFORE THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR.
Alamance Battleground
is just one of the surprises
we have for visitors who
want to experience history
from colonial times through
World War II. Visitors can
also discover our rich history
as part of the American
textile industry. Our historic
highlights include:
l Cedarock Historical Farm
l Haw River Historical
Museum
l Mebane Historical Museum
l The Whistlestop Exhibit at
Company Shops Station
l Snow Camp Historical Site
l The Childrey House World
War II Homefront Museum

212-903-9765, carnegiehall.org
Top to bottom: Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Cleveland, Ohio, Photo:
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame; Musical Instrument Museum, Phoenix,
Ariz., Photo: Musical Instrument Museum
GroupTour.com
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United S
Civil Right

T

he fight for civil rights in America
spanned decades, where activists
challenged segregation in the 1950s
and ‘60s to advance social justice for
African-Americans, shifting the course
of history. The civil rights movement
encompassed groups, strategies and
social movements, with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as its most visible leader.
Primarily located in the South, the
U.S. Civil Rights Trail is spread over

100 locations across 14 states, covering courthouses, churches, schools,
museums and other landmarks. Travel
South USA launched the trail on Jan.
1, 2018 — the anniversary of President
Abraham Lincoln’s decree that freed
slaves in the South during the Civil War.
“It is important for groups of all
ages to tour these sites because the
civil rights movement was America's
most important cultural shift of the

Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site
Atlanta, Georgia
Honoring the legacy and leadership
of the civil rights movement, the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historic Site
is comprised of several buildings. The
site includes Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s

last half-century,” said Lee Sentell,
director of the Alabama Tourism
Department. “What happened here
changed the world. America is again
having discussions on race relations.”
Experience the movement with
these four significant stops in civil
rights history.

U.S. Civil Rights Trail
civilrightstrail.com

childhood home and Ebenezer Baptist
Church, where he was baptized, ordained and served as co-pastor with his
father until 1968. Groups also can stroll
through the “I Have a Dream” World
Peace Garden on-site, and view King’s
final resting place.

404-331-5190, ext. 5046
nps.gov/malu

Top to bottom: Edmund Pettus Bridge, Selma, Ala.; Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site, Atlanta, Ga., All photos: U.S. Civil Rights Trail
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16th Street Baptist Church
Birmingham, Alabama
Still an active church, the 16th
Street Baptist Church once served
as a meeting place for organizing
marches and other civil rights activities. In 1963, the church was the
target of a tragic, racially motivated
bombing, which resulted in the
deaths of four young African-American girls. Groups can take an
hourlong, guided tour of the church
and explore its significance in both
Alabama and United States history.

205-251-9402
16thstreetbaptist.org

International Civil Rights
Center & Museum

National Civil Rights
Museum at the Lorraine
Motel

Greensboro, North Carolina

Memphis, Tennessee

Housed in the former Woolworth’s building, where nonviolent
protests took place, the International
Civil Rights Center & Museum commemorates the A&T Four’s role in
launching the sit-in movement. Four
A&T freshman students sat at the
whites-only lunch counter at Woolworth’s, refusing to leave until the
store closed. The seats and counter
remain in the building, and the museum includes videos and exhibits
on the A&T Four and the civil rights
movement.

The National Civil Rights Museum
at the Lorraine Motel houses a collection of historic sites and museums
tracing the history of the civil rights
movement in the United States from
the 17th century to present day. The
museum is built around the former
Lorraine Motel, where Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was assassinated
on April 4, 1968. The museum was
recently updated in 2014, which
increased the number of multimedia
and interactive exhibits.

336-274-9199, sitinmovement.org

901-521-9699
civilrightsmuseum.org

Left to right: 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala.; International Civil Rights Center & Museum, Greensboro, N.C.; National Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine
Motel, Memphis, Tenn., All photos: U.S. Civil Rights Trail

GroupTour.com
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Paranormal
F

Scares

rom ghostly sightings in historic penitentiaries to tales of unbearable suffering
at insane asylums, groups are bound to
spot some paranormal activity when touring
America’s most spine-chilling haunted sites.
The stories behind why spirits lurk be-

yond their deaths are often gruesome, yet
always fascinating; that’s why groups are
drawn to spooky areas not only in October,
but year-round. Even the most confident
skeptics may become believers after they
see the shadowy figures and hear the

creaky footsteps.
There’s a haunted spot to be found
in every state, but this list highlights
group-friendly stops sure to scare. Don’t
forget to pack a flashlight.

“Curiosity draws many paranormal investigators to Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This gothic, castle-like structure with soaring 30-foot-high fortress walls
is intimidating enough during the day. At night, the cellblocks fall into darkness and the
building becomes truly unsettling.
— Francine Schiffman, manager of group sales and guest support, Eastern State
Penitentiary Historic Site

The Greater Merrimack Valley is Great for Groups!
Just 30 minutes northwest of Boston, Massachusetts!

Visit the region where
freedom began –
scenic guided tours of
historic Lexington and
Concord MA, guided
boat tours through
Lowell’s hand-dug
canals that powered
the mills in the 19th
century, art exhibits
and galleries, cultural
cuisine, ethnic festivals,
live entertainment and
New England charm
await you in the Greater
Merrimack Valley!
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Liberty Ride
Let us customize your visit
along the historic Battle Road
through Lexington and Concord
as costumed guides recount the
events of April 19, 1775 and
the literary legacy that defined
American identity and culture.
Rich in cultural activities from
concerts to historic reenactments, today’s Lexington offers
something for everyone. Trolley
and step-on guide service
available year-round. Departs
from 1875 Massachusetts Ave,
Lexington, MA.

Lowell National
Historical Park
Discover the continuing revolution. Lowell’s water-powered
textile mills catapulted the
nation – including immigrant
families and early female factory
workers – into an uncertain new
industrial era. Nearly 200 years
later, the changes that began in
Lowell make it a living monument to the dynamic human
story of the Industrial Revolution.
Call us today to customize your
hands-on, educational group
tour to bring the park to life.

339.223.5623 www.libertyride.us

978.970.5000 www.nps.gov/lowe

The UMass Lowell
Inn & Conference Center
The only hotel in the heart of
downtown Lowell. Lodging
features 31 year-round rooms
and 150+ seasonal summer
rooms located close to historical
landmarks, major event venues,
museums and a bustling
downtown. Easy travel to Boston
and New Hampshire makes us
ideal for tours of any size or
season. Complementary Wi-Fi
and continental breakfast
included.
50 Warren Street Lowell, MA 01852
978.934.6920 www.uml.edu/icc

For the latest itineraries and educational
group packages call 978.459.6150 or visit
www.merrimackvalley.org.
2/16/17 3:21 PM

haunted
Trans-Allegheny
Lunatic Asylum

the undead. The Savannah Shadows Tour
is based on the regional-best-selling book,
Savannah Shadows. Hear about Harry
Houdini and his Savannah séance connection, visit the playground of the Dark Eyed
Children and stand under the Live Oaks in
“The Hanging Square.”

«

Weston, West Virginia
For groups seeking a thrilling way to
learn about the past, the Trans-Allegheny
Lunatic Asylum offers both historical and
paranormal tours. Apparition sightings,
unexplainable voices and sounds have
been reported by both guests and staff.
Step back in time to see how the mentally
ill lived and died within the asylum. Ghost
Hunts of the main building, and of the
medical center, forensics building and geriatrics building, are available.

912-665-4258, blueorbtours.com

The 13th Gate

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
The artists behind The 13th Gate are
experts at blurring the lines between horror
and reality. Open year-round, the attraction
features a real snake-infested Louisiana
Swamp, nightly voodoo shows, claustrophobic cellars, hidden subterranean
passages and even a prehistoric ice cave.
During the Halloween season, more than
160 professional actors, 40 crew members and a team of makeup artists work
together to bring the terrifying show to life.

304-269-5070
trans-alleghenylunaticasylum.com

Blue Orb Tours

Blue Orb is the only tour company in
Savannah that focuses on both modern
and classic hauntings. The Zombie Tour is
the most popular tour, which focuses on
the conjurer’s view of ghosts, spirits and

«

Savannah, Georgia

Top to bottom: Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum,
Weston, W.Va., Photo: Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum;
Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah, Ga., Photo: Blue Orb
Ghost Tours

225-389-1313
midnightproduction.com

HAGERSTOWN Arts.

HAS IT!

Culture.
History.

Call Today! 301-791-3246 • VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM
GroupTour.com
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Explore haunted buildings and the former hangouts of deceased celebrities on
a three-hour Haunted Vegas Tour & Ghost
Hunt. Discover the spooky secrets of
Sin City as the group rides along with a
guide to visit the haunting grounds of famous regulars like Elvis Presley, Michael
Jackson and Liberace. Visitors explore
several hair-raising locations, including
the “Demon Swing.” The tour includes the
use of ghost-hunting equipment and a
complimentary pizza dinner.

866-218-4935
hauntedvegastours.com

Eastern State
Penitentiary

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Eastern State Penitentiary’s group tour
guides have tales to tell of the historic prison’s residents who tried to escape. Once
inside the haunted world of crumbling
cellblocks, it’s tempting to stay longer
than planned when exploring the seemingly endless corridors of this unusual
and fascinating building. Its vaulted, sky-lit
cells once held many of America’s most
notorious criminals, including “Slick Willie”
Sutton and “Scarface” Al Capone.

«

215-236-5111, ext. 10
easternstate.org

The Queen Mary

Spooked in Seattle has been telling
stories of haunted Seattle since 2004.
Groups join ghost hunters for an evening of spirited tales within the city’s
unique neighborhoods and some of the
most haunted sites, including a section
of Seattle’s famous underground. The
90-minute tours explore the past of some
of the city’s oldest buildings and present
evidence collected on paranormal investigations. Upcoming tours and ghost hunts
are listed on the company’s website.

With such an intriguing past, it’s not
surprising The Queen Mary is believed
to be haunted. Groups that participate in
Haunted Encounters receive a detailed
overview of the retired ocean liner’s
paranormal hotspots. Among the ghosts
reportedly hanging around are a sailor
who died in the ship’s engine room, a
“lady in white,” and children who drowned
in the ship’s pool. Explore the ship inside
and out, and hear stories about the most
famous apparitions.

425-954-7701
spookedinseattle.squarespace.com

562-499-1718, queenmary.com

Seattle, Washington

Long Beach, California

St. Augustine Lighthouse
& Maritime Museum
St. Augustine, Florida

The Dark of the Moon Tour at the St.
Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum
covers history and hauntings of the lighthouse over 2½ to 3 hours of investigation
time. Built in 1874, the current lighthouse
stands at the north end of Anastasia Island. The history and stories of paranormal
activity are colorful enough to chill even
the most stoic of visitors. Electromagnetic
field meters are available to rent.

904-829-0745
staugustinelighthouse.com

«

Las Vegas, Nevada

Spooked in Seattle

«

Haunted Vegas Tour
& Ghost Hunt

Student Stop
Fort Mifflin on the
Delaware

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Regarded as one of the most
haunted sites in the country,
Fort Mifflin on the Delaware
invites students to explore the
intersection of history and mystery. Take a
guided tour to learn the spookier aspects
of the fort’s history and the spirits who may
inhabit it. Students also may participate in
a workshop, where they will be introduced
to some of the equipment and techniques
used by paranormal investigators.

215-685-4167, fortmifflin.us
Left to right; Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: Lee Howard; St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime Museum, St. Augustine, Fla., Photo: Creative Commons; Fort
Mifflin on the Delaware, Philadelphia, Pa., Photo: Fort Mifflin on the Delaware
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WHAT YOU’VE HEARD ABOUT
Cleveland is true.

ONE OF National Geographic Traveler’s
WORLD’S BEST PLACES TO VISIT IN 2018
Join in at This isCLEveland.com | #This isCLE

Contact Cleveland’s Group Tour Team:

Jane Tougouma | Tel: 216.875.6607 | Email: jtougouma@destinationcle.org
Denise Krauss | Tel: 216.875.6648 | Email: dkrauss@destinationcle.org

