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SANTA FE
TRAIL

BICENTENNIAL
Commemorate the byway where customs
both clashed and came together
By Kate O’Neil
For nearly 60 years, the Santa Fe Trail
brought pioneers hoping to find prosperity
westward. It was both a trading opportunity for
Native American tribes but also a threat, both a
hopeful endeavor for travelers but also a dangerous one. This year marks the 200th anniversary
of the Santa Fe Trail, also known as The Great
Prairie Highway.
“We are referring to the bicentennial as a com-
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memoration rather than a celebration because the
term is more appropriate,” said Deb Goodrich,
publicity chair for the Santa Fe Trail Association.
“For the Kaw Nation, as an example, the clamor
for land along the Santa Fe Trail pushed the issue
for the Kaw’s removal to the Indian Territory.”
The Santa Fe Trail sweeps through five states
and features numerous historic sites, cultural
centers and museums along the way.

Missouri
Opened by Missourian William Becknell in 1821, the Santa Fe
Trail originally began in Franklin, Missouri. Near its original beginning lies Arrow Rock State Historic Site.
The site is home to J. Huston Tavern, a lodging stop built in 1834
that hosted numerous trail-goers. The tavern offers group menu
rates and encourages groups to take a self-guided tour of the on-site
museum.
Groups will also find a number of other historic buildings at
Arrow Rock, as well as a visitor center with exhibits.
In 1827, the trailhead was moved to Independence where today,
the National Frontier Trails Museum tells the story of the many
pioneers who began their journeys on the Santa Fe, Oregon and
California trails. Temporarily closed to the public, the museum is
the place where groups start their visit with the introductory film
West, then venture through exhibits housing original diaries and
artifacts.
Groups can expand their experience with a covered wagon tour
through historic Independence. Make sure to also view the original
wagon ruts located in the field across from the museum.

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE
NATIONAL PRESERVE
PHOTO: NPS

MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP
& FARM HISTORIC SITE
PHOTO: MAHAFFIE STAGECOACH STOP
& FARM HISTORIC SITE

Kansas
Only 30 minutes from the Missouri-Kansas border in Olathe, see
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & Farm Historic Site — the last remaining
stagecoach stop on the Santa Fe Trail open to the public. Groups will
experience a working mid-1800s farm with livestock, seasonal events
and programs, interpreters, stagecoach rides, a museum and more.
Traveling southwest, groups will hit Tallgrass Prairie National
Preserve in Strong City. The park is located along the original trail and
has a number of depressions made by the many wagons that traveled
through the area. Book a two-hour guided bus tour through the tallgrass prairie and of the ranch house, barn and outbuildings. Groups
can also choose the shorter, one-hour tour — highlighting the on-site
structures only.
Fort Larned National Historic Site in Larned housed the troops
known as the Guardians of the Santa Fe Trail. Take a ranger-led tour
to learn about the soldiers who worked at the fort, the voyageurs passing through via the Santa Fe Trail and the Plains Indians who lived in
the region. This tour includes exploring the fort’s original sandstone
buildings.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

Oklahoma
The Santa Fe Trail had different routes, which
depended on weather conditions and terrain. A small
portion cuts through Oklahoma’s panhandle.
The Cimarron Heritage Center in Boise City houses
a Santa Fe Trail exhibit with photographs and artifacts
from along the parts of the trail that pass through Cimarron County.
Make sure to book a visit to Autograph Rock through
the heritage center. This landmark is near a spot wellknown for travelers to rest. There, hundreds of them
carved their names into the sandstone bluffs nearby,
which can still be seen today. Autograph Rock is now on
privately owned land but is available to see by appointment from May through September.

Colorado
If opting for another route, travelers would have
passed through southeastern Colorado, reaching an
adobe fur trading post that is now known as Bent’s Old
Fort National Historic Site.
Located in La Junta, the site re-creates its heyday with
sights and sounds through guided tours, demonstrations
and more. Learn about the travelers, traders and trappers
who traded peacefully with the Cheyenne and Arapaho
tribes.
Also in La Junta is Comanche National Grassland,
where groups can see Santa Fe Trail wagon ruts. It’s
certainly worth stopping by, and additionally well-known
for preserved dinosaur tracks, ancient rock art and late
19th-century homesteads.
Near the Colorado and New Mexico border, the
Trinidad History Museum manages the Santa Fe Trail
Museum inside historical Baca House. Groups will see
photographs, family heirlooms, goods and a fur skin coat
connected to American frontiersman Kit Carson.

BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

BENT’S OLD FORT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
PHOTOS: ADOBE STOCK
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FORT UNION NATIONAL MONUMENT

New Mexico
The Cimarron Chamber of Commerce
is a great resource for planning a Santa Fe
Trail experience; the town is home to the Kit
Carson Museum at Rayado, Santa Fe Trail
Byway Interpretive Center and Legends by
Lantern Light Tours — with group options
available.
Group tours are encouraged to make
a reservation when visiting Fort Union
National Monument in Watrous. Temporarily unavailable, ranger-led fort tours take
groups through the adobe-style military fort
located at the junction of the Mountain and
Cimarron Branches of the trail.
Finally, reach Santa Fe — the trail’s end
— and discover an array of historic sites and
museums. Located in historic Santa Fe Plaza,
the Palace of the Governors is a part of the
New Mexico History Museum and dates to
1610. With close ties to the settlement of the
West, groups will find interpretive galleries
as well as goods made by Native American
artisans.
Groups will also enjoy the diverse culture
including pioneer, Native American, Spanish
and Mexican heritage. Visit Tourism Santa
Fe’s website to find listings of tour companies
offering historic tours of the city. n

FORT UNION NATIONAL MONUMENT

Santa Fe National Historic Trail
505-988-6098
nps.gov/safe
grouptourmagazine.com
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Historic trails
run from sea to sea
Historic trails follow past routes of exploration, migration,
sadness, struggle, trade and military action. Set out on these
trails to retrace past events through historic sites, points of
interests, trail segments and waterways.

The Freedom Trail

Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail

Groups follow the footsteps of America’s Founding Fathers on the Freedom Trail, the 2½-mile red brick path that
leads to 16 nationally significant historic sites, from Boston
Common (America’s oldest public park) to the Bunker Hill
Monument (the site of the first major battle of the Revolutionary War). Along the way are burying grounds, statues,
markers, museums and a ship, the USS Constitution. The
vessel is the oldest commissioned warship afloat and earned
its nickname “Old Ironsides” during the War of 1812.
Custom group tours with costumed guides can be
arranged. Tours relate tales of high treason, mob agitations,
revolutionary actions and partisan fights of the American
Revolution and beyond.
Select Freedom Trail historic sites are closed until further
notice in response to COVID-19. Visitors must comply with
the Massachusetts Travel Order, wear a face covering and
follow six-foot social distancing protocols. 617-357-8300,
thefreedomtrail.org

On May 12, 2019, the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail was extended to include eastern sites that played
vital roles in the planning and supply procurement for
the 1804–06 expedition. With a new historical trailhead
at the Ohio River in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the Trail
now winds 4,900 miles to St. Louis, Missouri, along the
Missouri River to the Great Plains, across the Rockies and
on to the Pacific Ocean.
The Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail visitor center

Boston, Massachusetts

FREEDOM TRAIL, BOSTON, MASS.
PHOTO: FREEDOM TRAIL FOUNDATION
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Sites in 16 states

STATUE OF HANDCART PIONEERS
IN FRONT OF THE MORMON TRAIL CENTER
(WINTER QUARTERS), OMAHA, NEB.

PHOTO: CHRIS LIGHT, CC BY-SA 4.0 VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Mormon Pioneer
National Historic Trail

Sites in Utah, Wyoming, Nebraska,
Iowa and Illinois

in Omaha, Nebraska, is temporarily closed. A number of
visitor centers and cultural centers along the trail are run by
other federal agencies, state, county or local governments, or
tribal governments. Private and nonprofit organizations also
operate some of the centers.
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led the Corps
of Discovery to the Pacific Ocean and back to the eastern
United States.
Congress established the trail in 1978 as part of the
national trails system. The Lewis & Clark trail is one of four
original national historic trails. 402-661-1804, nps.gov/lecl

This trail commemorates the 1846–47 journey
of the Mormon people from Nauvoo, Illinois, to the
Valley of the Great Salt Lake, where The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been based for
more than 160 years. The first migration of Latter-day Saints to the Great Basin occurred in two
stages: in 1846, from western Illinois to the Missouri
River in the area of today’s Council Bluffs, Iowa; and
in 1847, from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City.
The designated corridor is almost 1,300 miles
long and the land it runs through is managed by private, state, local, federal and nonprofit landowners.
Museums, interpretive centers and historic sites
provide information and interpretation for the Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail.
Places on the trail include The Mormon Trail
Center at Historic Winter Quarters, Omaha, Nebraska; Mormon Handcart Historic Site & Visitor Center
and Independence Rock State Historic Site, Alcova,
Wyoming; and This Is The Place Heritage Park and
Temple Square, Salt Lake City, Utah. 505-988-6098,
nps.gov/mopi n

THREE FORKS FROM LEWIS LOOKOUT,
NEAR DILLON, MONT.
PHOTO: NPS

NUCLEAR
SITES
Uncover mysteries
of the atomic
age

B-29 SUPERFORTRESS,
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NUCLEAR SCIENCE
& HISTORY, ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NUCLEAR SCIENCE & HISTORY
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As a leader in the advancement

of nuclear energy, the U.S. boasts
numerous destinations where
history was made — quite literally.
Once secret, these sites are now open
to the public and provide a look into
the science behind nuclear energy,
WWII history, the Cold War era and
the future of atomic power.
Visit the place where the world’s
first atomic weapons were made, learn
how to survive an atomic bomb blast
and see how electricity is made from
nuclear energy.
Whether in a rural region or a
booming metropolitan, the history of
America’s hand in the atomic age can
be found from the nation’s Western
deserts to its Eastern forests.
grouptourmagazine.com
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NUCLEAR SITES

The National Museum
of Nuclear Science
& History
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Offering special rates for groups of
10 or more, The National Museum of
Nuclear Science & History provides
three different docent-led tours for
groups. From the discoveries of the
atom to the Trinity Test, The History
Tour focuses on how nuclear chemistry
has shaped the future. Get behind the
science of nuclear medicine and power
with The Science Tour. The General
Tour is a sweeping overview of the museum’s many exhibits. 505-245-2137,
nuclearmuseum.org

PHOTO: COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NUCLEAR SCIENCE & HISTORY

Mound Cold War
Discovery Center
Miamisburg, Ohio

Mound Laboratory was the nation’s
first Atomic Energy Commission site
constructed after WWII and continued
the work of the Dayton Project. The site
— which produced the trigger for the
atomic bomb — is now home to Mound
Cold War Discovery Center, which
houses exhibits and galleries highlighting the Dayton Project, Radioisotope
Thermoelectric Generators, the Cold
War, the Nuclear Age and Space Race
history. 937-247-0402, daytonhistory.
org/visit/dayton-history-sites/moundcold-war-discovery-center
12
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PHOTO: NATIONAL ATOMIC TESTING MUSEUM

National Atomic Testing Museum
Las Vegas, Nevada

More than 12,000 unique artifacts can be found among the permanent
exhibits and collections at the National Atomic Testing Museum. The museum
also provides immersive activities and displays. At the Ground Zero Theater, groups will experience a simulated atmospheric bomb blast. Learn how
natural and human-made radiation is tracked, monitored and measured at the
Radiation exhibit. Survive an atomic bomb blast with the help of the Atomic
Culture exhibit. 702-409-7366, nationalatomictestingmuseum.org

HISTORY

NUCLEAR SITES

The B Reactor
National Historic
Landmark
Richland, Washington

A part of the Manhattan Project
National Historical Park, the site of the B
Reactor is located in Richland, Washington, and can be toured by groups. This
four-hour experience begins at the visitor
center with an introduction. Groups will
then take a 45-minute bus ride to the B
Reactor, with interpretation along the way.
The tour continues at the B Reactor, then
ends at the visitor center. At time of publication, tours are temporarily suspended
due to COVID-19. 509-376-1647, manhattanprojectbreactor.hanford.gov

AMERICAN MUSEUM
OF SCIENCE AND ENERGY
PHOTO: EXPLORE OAK RIDGE

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Known as the “Secret City,” Oak Ridge was selected as the location for the WWII
project, the Manhattan Project. The Manhattan Project National Historical Park offers
tours (temporarily suspended) of the site where the world’s first atomic weapons were
developed. Dive into the Manhattan Project’s background at the American Museum
of Science and Energy— housing an extensive exhibit and a documentary film. The
K-25 History Center is also a great attraction highlighting the men and women who
helped construct and operate the K-25 uranium enrichment complex in Oak Ridge.
exploreoakridge.com

USEUM

grouptourmagazine.com
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NUCLEAR SITES

Historic Wendover
Airfield

Experimental Breeder Reactor-I
Atomic Museum at Idaho National Laboratory

Discover Wendover Airfield, chosen
as the training and test center for the
atomic bomb delivery group. A museum is located in the John T. Brinkman
Service Club, featuring exhibits and
memorabilia displays. Daily tours offer
access to restored WWII-era buildings,
like the fire station, B-29 hangar and the
atomic bomb loading pit. Historic Wendover Airfield also offers limited ALL
ACCESS tours, including the Base Tour
and the Gunnery Range Tour. Contact
the airfield to inquire about the limited
tours and how to register. 435-665-7724,
wendoverairbase.com

Wonder how electricity is generated from nuclear energy or want to see a
nuclear reactor? The Experimental Breeder Reactor-I Atomic Museum at Idaho National Laboratory allows groups to see a nuclear reactor with their own
eyes at a National Historic Landmark where in 1951 usable electricity was first
generated from nuclear energy. Explore interactive displays with a self-guided
tour or book a visit in the summer to receive a guided tour. The museum and
historic site are temporarily closed.
208-526-0050, inl.gov/experimental-breeder-reactor-i

Wendover, Utah

PHOTO: HISTORIC WENDOVER AIRFIELD
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Idaho Falls, Idaho

Plan your stay today

ALL IN A
DAY’S PLAY

All in
Day’s
PLAN YOUR

CALL 1.208.523
VISITIDAHO

Nestled among the Rocky Mountains in the Snake River
Plain, beneath the shadow of the Grand Teton, Idaho Falls
is a place worth exploring. With western hospitality, diverse
attractions, events, dining, lodging and a backyard filled
with recreational opportunities, Idaho Falls is a great place
for your next tour. Start planning your itinerary – because
great adventure begins in Idaho Falls.

All in a
Call 208-523-1010, Opt. 1
Day’s Play
or go online to visitidahofalls.com
We’re here to help.

PLAN YOUR STAY TODAY
CALL 1.208.523.1010 OPT. 1 OR
V I S I T I D A H O FA L L S . C O M

CEMETERIES
Reflect on the past
at peaceful
places

BONAVENTURE CEMETERY,
SAVANNAH, GA.
PHOTO: CASEY JONES

16

Heritage & History 2021-22 Planning Guide

With open landscapes, venerable

trees and statues, cemeteries are
places of serenity and peace. It’s
been said cemeteries were the first
public parks in America. Cemeteries
and burial grounds, which are in every
community, also offer a glimpse into
America’s cultural history.
The Texas Historical Commission
notes cemeteries are reminders of
various settlement patterns, such
as villages, rural communities, urban
centers and ghost towns. Cemeteries
reveal information about historic
events, religions, lifestyles and
genealogy.
A cemetery is a kind of open-air
museum, and gravestones offer
tangible links to the past. A visit to a
historic cemetery can trigger curiosity
about people and places and what
really happened.

CEMETERIES

Bonaventure Cemetery
Savannah, Georgia

When established in 1846, Bonaventure Cemetery was called Evergreen
Cemetery and it was a private, commercial enterprise. The cemetery was
laid out in a portion of the original
Bonaventure Plantation. The City of
Savannah purchased the cemetery in
1907. Bonaventure was featured in the
book Midnight in the Garden of Good
and Evil and the movie adaptation.
Walk beneath Spanish moss-draped live
oaks to find the graves of poet Conrad
Aiken and Savannah native Johnny
Mercer, who wrote the lyrics to “Moon
River,” “Jeepers, Creepers!” and many
other hit songs. Due to COVID-19,
Bonaventure Historical Society has
suspended its tours. 912-412-4687,
bonaventurehistorical.org
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PHOTO: CASEY JONES

CEMETERIES

Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Virginia

Arlington National Cemetery has evolved from a place of necessity
(to bury Civil War casualties) to a national shrine to those who have
honorably served the United States during times of war and peace.
Rolling green hills are dotted with trees that are hundreds of years
old, complementing the gardens found throughout the cemetery’s 639
acres. The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is the cemetery’s most iconic
memorial. Arlington National Cemetery Tours, Inc., a subsidiary
of Historic Tours of America, Inc., is the cemetery’s only authorized
interpretative tour bus service. 703-979-0804, arlingtontours.com

PHOTO: U.S. ARMY PHOTO
BY ELIZABETH FRASER

grouptourmagazine.com
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CEMETERIES

PHOTO: ALANSCOTTWALKER

Graceland Cemetery
& Arboretum
Chicago, Illinois

An oasis of art, architecture and
landscape design, Graceland was
established in 1860. It’s known as the
“Cemetery of Architects” because so
many prominent architects are buried
there, including Louis Sullivan, William
Le Baron Jenney, Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe and Fazlur Khan. Graceland
is also the resting place of retail giant
Marshall Field, baseball great Ernie
Banks and private eye Allan Pinkerton.
Free, self-guided theme tours can focus
on Chicago’s great architects and their
influence, the city’s turbulent history, its
powerful and inventive citizens, or the
cemetery’s natural beauty. Tour groups
must register in advance. Graceland
does not conduct tours, but other organizations offer tours of the cemetery.
773-525-1105, gracelandcemetery.org

20
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CEMETERIES

Boothill Graveyard
Tombstone, Arizona

The graveyard’s name comes
from those buried there who died
with their boots on. Since they died
with their boots on, the suggestion
is they did not die of natural causes
but in a gunfight or by hanging.
This cemetery, founded in the late
1870s, contains the graves of Billy
Clanton, Frank McLaury and Tom
McLaury, the three men who were
killed during the gunfight at the
O.K. Corral in 1881. 520-457-3300,
tombstoneboothillgiftshop.com

PHOTO: MARK A. WILSON

America’s First Boomtown

The hidden treasure of Western New York, Rochester is a hotbed for history
and strikes the perfect balance between amazing and affordable. Nestled in
the beautiful Genesee River Valley, along the historic Erie Canal which put
Rochester on the map as “America’s First Boomtown,” your clients are sure
to be wowed with a vibrant arts scene, top-rated golf, diverse cuisine, craft
beverage trail, natural wonders and unique world-class attractions for all
ages. Experience indigenous culture, stand in the very spot famed suffragist
Susan B. Anthony was arrested for voting or follow in the footsteps of
renowned abolitionist Frederick Douglass. It really is limitless.
For more information, go to visitrochester.com.

NYSED
®Photo
Credit: Sprung Photography, Loyd C. Heath, Dr. Kate Myers Emery, and Sheridan Vincent

grouptourmagazine.com
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CEMETERIES

Lake View Cemetery
Cleveland, Ohio

Lake View Cemetery was in the rural area
when it was founded in 1869. Although the city
has grown up around the cemetery, its peaceful
rural atmosphere is preserved and cultivated.
Famous people buried in the cemetery include
John D. Rockefeller, founder of the Standard
Oil Company of Oil; Eliot Ness, FBI agent and
public safety director in Cleveland; and Adella P.
Hughes, founder of the Cleveland Orchestra and
a celebrated pianist. The James A. Garfield Memorial is closed for restoration and the pandemic.
The grounds are open, but walks, talks, tours and
events have been postponed because of the pandemic. 216-421-2687, lakeviewcemetery.com

Hollywood Forever Cemetery
Los Angeles, California

Hollywood Forever Cemetery, founded in
1899 and on the National Register of Historic
Places, is the resting place for hundreds of Hollywood’s greatest luminaries. Visitors pay their respects to many of the arts’ most cherished figures,
like Judy Garland, Cecil B. DeMille, Rudolph
Valentino, Mickey Rooney, Tyrone Power, Douglas Fairbanks, Johnny and Dee Dee Ramone, and
Chris Cornell. Hollywood Forever welcomes
visitors from dawn to dusk every day, seven days
a week. Hollywood Forever is also a funeral home
and crematory. 323-894-9571,
hollywoodforever.com

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1
New Orleans, Louisiana

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 was established in
1789 and is the oldest extant cemetery in the City
of New Orleans. The cemetery is on the National
Register of Historic Places for its national level
of significance in art and architecture. It was
listed on the African American Heritage Trail
by the State of Louisiana in 2008 due to the large
number of historically and culturally significant
African Americans interred there. Because of
COVID-19 the cemetery remains locked every
day and tours are suspended. When tours resume,
all visitors must enter with a licensed tour guide
registered with New Orleans Catholic Cemeteries.
504-596-3050, nolacatholiccemeteries.org
22
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PHOTO: KATIE ROUND

CEMETERIES

Granary Burying Ground
Boston, Massachusetts

PHOTO: NPS

The Granary Burying Ground dates to 1660, when town officials set aside part of
what was then the Boston Common for burials. The site took on its current name in 1737
when a granary, a small building used to store grain, was moved to the site currently
occupied by the Park Street Church. Interments stopped at the site in 1880. The Granary,
now a stop on The Freedom Trail, holds the gravesites of three signers of the Declaration
of Independence: Samuel Adams, John Hancock and Robert Treat Paine; Peter Faneuil,
benefactor of the famed downtown Boston landmark; and patriot and craftsman Paul
Revere. 617-635-7361, boston.gov/cemeteries/granary-burying-ground

Experience rich History and Heritage in the
Mountains of Maryland. Enjoy many outdoor
activities, shop our small towns,
and visit museums all with the
peace of mind you are seeking.

Authentic Mexican food, culture and
unrivaled history are our foundation.

VisitLaredo.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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HOUSE
MUSEUMS
Former residences
reveal family
stories

NEMOURS ESTATE, WILMINGTON, DEL.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF GREATER WILMINGTON
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

24

Heritage & History 2021-22 Planning Guide

EL.

House museums come in all

shapes and styles, from simple
cottages to grand mansions full of
architectural embellishments. But
all houses that have been turned
into museums have the potential to
link the present to the past through
objects and stories.
A visit to a house museum allows
people to get a sense of what life
was like in the past, especially for
those who lived and worked within
those particular walls. Additionally, a
visit can help connect a smartphone
user to her great-great-grandmother’s
day — and so to her great-greatgrandmother.
grouptourmagazine.com
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HOUSE MUSEUMS

Nemours Estate
Wilmington, Delaware

Prepare to be amazed. Nemours is the
grandest residence ever built in Delaware, a
full 1 acre of space under a roof. Nemours
is the country estate of the industrialist and
philanthropist Alfred I. duPont, who died in
1935. It is furnished with an eclectic collection of rare furniture and great art. Nemours
also has North America’s largest formal
French garden and includes a centerpiece reflecting pool. Shuttle service is not currently
offered. 302-651-6912, nemoursestate.org

Edison and Ford
Winter Estates
Fort Myers, Florida

See where Thomas Edison and Henry
Ford used to spend their winters and stroll
through 20 acres of botanical gardens.
Open to the public since 1947, Edison and
Ford Winter Estates is a National Register
Historic Site and one of the most-visited
historic home sites in the country. Visitors
learn about Edison’s and Ford’s inventions,
discover a bit of the history of Fort Myers
and why Edison came there, and how Edison
and Ford became friends. The site includes
a museum and Edison’s original botanic
research laboratory. A variety of tours are
offered for groups. 239-334-7419,
edisonfordwinterestates.org

Reddick Mansion
& Gardens
Ottawa, Illinois

The 1855–56 Reddick Mansion sits on
Washington Square, the site of the first
Lincoln-Douglas Debate in 1858. The
22-room Italianate mansion was possibly
the most expensive and ornate private
home built in Illinois before the Civil War.
Architects William B. Olmsted and Peter A.
Nicholson designed the home for William
Reddick, a businessman and politician, and
his family. The elaborate style on the exterior
is also seen in the interior, particularly on
the second and third floors. 815-433-6100,
reddickmansion.org
26
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PHOTO: EDISON AND FORD WINTER ESTATES

HOUSE MUSEUMS

Hackley & Hume
Historic Site
Muskegon, Michigan

Explore the side-by-side mansions
of lumber baron partners Charles
Hackley and Thomas Hume. Construction took place between 1887
and 1889. Hackley House is a unique
example of Victorian architecture and
late 19th-century interior decorative
arts. Hume House was designed for
comfort and a large family. A restoration of the Hackley House brought
its elaborate interior stenciling and
13-color exterior paint scheme back to
life. The exterior of the Hume House
exhibits its original 14-tone restored
color scheme. The Lakeshore Museum
Center oversees the site. 231-722-7578,
hackleyandhume.org

Bellingrath Gardens and Home
Theodore, Alabama

Opened to the public in 1932, Bellingrath Gardens and Home was the creation
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bellingrath and boasts numerous gardens and natural areas.
Built in 1935–1936, the 15-room home was built as the Bellingrath’s permanent
residence. Open for guided tours, the 10,500-square-foot house is furnished with
antiques collected by Mrs. Bellingrath. The Museum Home grounds house a oneof-a-kind display, the Delchamps Gallery of Boehm Porcelain. The display is located
inside the home’s old six-car garage and includes a collection of rare porcelain
sculptures by Edward Marshall Boehm — the largest of its kind in the United States.
800-247-8420, ext. 986; bellingrath.org

1 TICKET.

Hackley & Hume Homes

4 HISTORIC
SITES.

Fire Barn Museum

DOWNTOWN MUSKEGON, MI
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BOOK A
GROUP TOUR

Scolnik House of the
Depression Era
231.722.7578 / hackleyandhume.org

HOUSE MUSEUMS

Historic Haile Homestead at Kanapaha Plantation
Gainesville, Florida

PHOTO: HISTORIC HAILE HOMESTEAD

The walls of this 6,200 square foot home “talk,” because Haile family members wrote
on their unpainted walls. The oldest dated writing is found upstairs in the Trunk Room,
where young Benjamin Haile wrote his name in 1859, shortly after the house was
officially completed. There are over 12,500 words and artwork in almost in every room,
including the closets. There’s everything from names of visitors and growth charts of
children and grandchildren to recipes for household solutions and inventories of linens,
silverware and china. Weekday group tours are available, but appointments need to be
made at least one week in advance. 352-336-9096, hailehomestead.org

A gem of history,
frozen in time

Virginia Indians knew the Northern
Neck by its villages and bodies of
water. The current names of many
of those waterways and settlements
trace their origins to the Eastern
Algonquian language.
The “land between the Potomac and
Rappahannock” is the birthplace of
two brothers from the illustrious Lee
family, who signed the Declaration of
Independence. It’s also the birthplace
of three of the first five presidents George Washington, James Monroe
and James Madison.

www.northernneck.org/groups

The Northern Neck later saw the
rise and fall of the Chesapeake Bay
steamboats that plied the water for
recreation and commerce.
Visit the sites and taste the history
in our farm-raised produce, locally
harvested seafood, and regional
wines that complement both.

In 1854 Thomas
Evans and Serena
Chesnut Haile’s 6,200
sq. ft. home was
built by 56 enslaved
laborers.
The Historic Haile
Homestead is unique
in the Nation for its
“Talking Walls.” For
a reason lost to time,
the Haile family
wrote on the walls
of their home - over
12,500 words in
almost every room
and closet!
Come visit us and
let the walls speak
to you of joys and
sorrows of more than
a century ago.
Group tours by appointment. Group rate available.
See website for regular days and hours.

Historic Haile Homestead
8500 SW Archer Rd (SR 24)
Gainesville, FL 32608
(352) 336-9096
www.hailehomestead.org
hailedocent@yahoo.com

Funded in part by Visit Gainesville, Alachua County, FL

grouptourmagazine.com
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Newport Mansions
Newport, Rhode Island

The 11 historic properties of the Preservation
Society of Newport County, Rhode Island, span
more than 250 years of American architectural and
social development. Group tour reservations for
2021 are being accepted. Marble House and Green
Animals Topiary Garden are open. The Breakers
will reopen by May 28. All other Preservation
Society properties are currently closed. Additional house museums may open in the summer if
COVID-19 circumstances allow. Marble House was
completed in 1892 as a summer home for William
K. and Alva Vanderbilt of New York City. It was
designed by famed architect Richard Morris Hunt
with inspiration from the Petit Trianon at Versailles,
France, and contains 500,000 cubic feet of marble.
401-847-2251, newportmansions.org

The MountEdith Wharton’s Home
Lenox, Massachusetts
MARBLE HOUSE

PHOTO: PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF NEWPORT COUNTY
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The Mount is an elegant turn-of-the-century
home, designed and built by writer Edith Wharton in 1902. A National Historic Landmark, today
The Mount is a cultural center that celebrates the
intellectual, artistic and humanitarian legacy of
Wharton. The Mount serves as the literary hub of
the Berkshires. Tour guides share their knowledge
of the beauty and history of Wharton’s home and
tailor their tour to a group’s particular interests.
413-551-5102, edithwharton.org

PHOTO: SARAH KENYON

HOUSE MUSEUMS

Hearst Castle

San Simeon, California

PHOTO: AARON OGG

In 1919, newspaper mogul William Randolph Hearst inherited nearly
250,000 acres of California ranchland. From 1919 to 1947, San Francisco
architect Julia Morgan and Hearst collaborated to build his mansion. The
mansion was never officially completed, but when work ended, it included
165 rooms between the twin-spired main house and three guesthouses,
and 127 acres of gardens, terraces, pools and walkways. Hearst Castle
is now a California State Park. A variety of tours reveal the majesty and
beauty of the building. 800-401-4775, hearstcastle.org

Glessner House
Chicago, Illinois

Noted American architect Henry
Hobson Richardson designed Glessner
House, which was completed in 1887 for
farm implement manufacturer John Glessner and his family. Richardson’s design
was a radical departure from traditional
Victorian architecture. Moreover, the
house is quintessentially Richardsonian:
monumental, fortress-like, designed
with the site in mind, featuring massive
rusticated stone blocks, round arches and
design elements derived from French and
Spanish Romanesque architecture. The
Glessner family lived in the house for 50
years, through the heyday and decline of
the Prairie Avenue neighborhood. Private
tours for groups of up to eight people
can be arranged with advance notice by
submitting a request on the custom tours
section of the house’s website. Purchase
of a ticket constitutes acceptance of the
house’s COVID-19 safety policies.
312-326-1480, glessnerhouse.org

PHOTO: GLESSNER HOUSE

WHERE HISTORY AND ADVENTURE
ARE WOVEN TOGETHER.
As one of the country’s leading textile
manufacturing hubs at one time,
Alamance County offers a historic
adventure worth exploring. Start with
a visit to the Textile Heritage Museum
in the Glencoe Mill Village, situated
along the scenic Haw River. As the
only museum solely dedicated to the
preservation of the textile industry in the
state, you’ll learn how the textile industry
built the Southeast after the Civil War.
Then visit the Alamance Battleground
where a rebellion of farmers battled the
royal militia in an important lead up to
the Revolutionary War. And experience
what 18th century backcountry life was
like during our annual Colonial Living
Week in October.

VISITALAMANCE.COM
800-637-3804

Small surprises spin into unforgettable
moments in Alamance County.

grouptourmagazine.com
Alamance_CarolinaHeritageAd_2021_bleed_5.25x8.25.indd 1
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PERFORMANCE
VENUES
History takes
center stage
at theaters
and music
halls

RED ROCKS PARK
& AMPHITHEATRE,
MORRISON, COLO.
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK
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Historic concert halls,

auditoriums and theaters across the
United States draw visitors seeking
entertainment in a famous setting.
At these locations, performers stand
on stages that have witnessed the
passage of time, surrounded by
architecture and grandeur that was
constructed decades before.
The following venues come with
many superlatives. They are the
best, the greatest and the grandest.
Some host large numbers of patrons
while others have architectural and
acoustic merits. Several have unique
backstories. Groups will find that
many offer tours sharing history and
lore. At the time of publication, many
of these venues are operating with
reduced offerings and several remain
closed. Contact each location directly
for the most up-to-date information.
grouptourmagazine.com
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Severance Hall
Cleveland, Ohio

Regarded by many music-lovers as one of the world’s
most beautiful concert halls, Severance Hall opened in 1931
as the home of The Cleveland Orchestra. Located in the
heart of Cleveland’s University Circle area, the landmark
building is named for Cleveland philanthropist John L.
Severance and his wife, Elisabeth. In addition to orchestra
performances, group experiences can include tours, concert
previews, masterclasses and private receptions. Live performances at Severance Hall are currently suspended until the
fall, but a schedule of performances without audiences will
continue to be filmed and presented digitally. 216-307-6662,
clevelandorchestra.com

PHOTO: ROGER MASTROIANNI

Ryman Auditorium
Nashville, Tennessee

Known as the “Mother Church of Country Music,” the Ryman
Auditorium (built in 1892 as the Union Gospel Tabernacle) is the
most famous former home of the Grand Ole Opry (1943–1974). The
National Historic Landmark is revered for its excellent acoustics and
large seating capacity (2,362). The Ryman presents more than 200
shows per year and is open for daytime tours year-round. Tours feature the season’s star-studded exhibits, the “Turn it Up! Ryman’s Rock
Legacy” exhibit, the immersive Soul of Nashville theater, and the stage
and stand where beloved artists play. 615-871-5043, ryman.com
PHOTO: RYMAN AUDITORIUM
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PERFORMANCE VENUES

Red Rocks Park
& Amphitheatre
Morrison, Colorado

The only naturally occurring,
acoustically perfect amphitheater in
the world, Red Rocks Amphitheater
is famous for its star-studded concert
roster and breathtaking surroundings.
Designated a National Historic
Landmark by the National Park Service and Department of the Interior,
the amphitheater is a top destination
for locals and visitors alike. The
Visitor Center houses exhibits related
to the park and amphitheater, and
special event spaces including the
Southwest Heart of the Rock Theatre,
the Red Rocks Hall of Fame and the
Ship Rock Grille. Visitors can also
explore the park’s hiking and biking
trails. Due to COVID-19, the Visitor
Center and Ship Rock Grille are currently closed. Guided tours are also
suspended at this time. 720-865-2494,
redrocksonline.com

PHOTO: VISIT DENVER

Discover. Learn. Explore.

VISIT
redwing.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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PHOTO: MAXWELL MACKENZIE

FEED
YOUR
SOUL

Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site
Washington, D.C.

Celebrate President Abraham Lincoln’s legacy and his love for the performing arts
at Ford’s Theatre, the site where he was assassinated in 1865. At the on-site museum,
groups can explore exhibits on Lincoln’s presidency, Civil War milestones and the
assassination conspiracy led by John Wilkes Booth. The historic theater offers a season
of plays and musicals throughout the year. Groups can visit the boardinghouse where
Lincoln died (the Peterson House) and view the Aftermath Exhibits in the Ford’s
Theatre Center for Education and Leadership. The entirety of Ford’s Theatre National
Historic Site is currently closed to the public due to COVID-19 precautions. Virtual
experiences are available on the theater’s website. 800-899-2367, fords.org

VISIT A STORE AND A MUSEUM AT
Invite your guests to our rambling retail store for a
visit full of history and wonder. Shop thousands of
new products and allow enough time to admire the
beautiful antiques, collected and restored by our
founder, Jay Lehman (1929 – 2020).
- FOR A SIMPLER LIFE.

AMERICA’S FARM-TO-FORK CAPITAL

Book Your Group Tour at
VisitSacramento.com/GroupTravel

VOTED

BEST

DESTINATION
IN AMISH COUNTRY
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SHOP ANYTIME AT LEHMANS.COM
800.438.5346

PERFORMANCE VENUES

Symphony Hall

Boston, Massachusetts

PHOTO: COURTESY OF BSO

Symphony Hall opened in
1900 as the first auditorium
designed in accordance with
scientifically derived acoustical
principles. Regarded as one of
the top concert halls in the world,
Symphony Hall is home to the
Boston Symphony Orchestra
(BSO). Group perks include
advanced ticket reservations
and flexible payment options,
ticket discounts, backstage tours,
clinics and master classes. Preand post-concert dining options
and private function space are
available. In-person BSO performances and tours are currently
suspended due to COVID-19, but
digital events are recordings are
available online.
617-638-9345, bso.org
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HistoAGERSTOWN & WASHINGTON COUNTY
IN H

301-791-3246

VISITHAGERSTOWN.COM

5 National Parks, Celebrating 50 Years of
The C&O Canal National Historic Park
grouptourmagazine.com
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Barter Theatre
Abingdon, Virginia

When the Barter Theatre
opened its doors in 1933, the price
of admission was 40 cents or an
equivalent amount of produce.
Four out of five theatergoers bartered their entry with vegetables,
dairy products and livestock. Today, the theater has grown into a
year-round venue and at least one
performance each year celebrates
Barter’s history by accepting food
donations. Barter Theatre is the
State Theatre of Virginia and offers
groups unique history and more
than 25 productions every year the
likes of comedy, drama, musicals
and plays. Group add-ons can include actor-led talkbacks, behindthe-scenes tours, workshops and
on-site dining. At this time, Barter
is producing live shows at its social
distancing friendly Moonlite
Drive-In as well as offering on-demand productions. Groups should
contact the Group Sales Team for
the latest information.
276-619-5406, bartertheatre.com
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Radio City Music Hall
New York, New York

Opened in 1932, Radio City Music Hall is the largest indoor theater in the world, with
its marquee stretching a whole city block. The hall plays host to stage shows, movies, concerts and special events. It’s also famous for its Christmas Spectacular and New York Spectacular starring the legendary Rockettes. Visitors will marvel at the art deco design of the
6,000-seat venue. Groups can go behind the scenes on a guided Stage Door Tour (currently
suspended due to COVID-19) to explore the history and beauty of the music hall, which
includes meeting a Radio City Rockette. At this time, Radio City Music Hall remains closed
to the public. 212-465-6080, msg.com/radio-city-music-hall

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM

One of California’s most beautiful and unique destinations!
For information on FBI and WWII exhibits
please visit ReaganLibrary.com

Tour Through Air Force One 27000

View a Full Scale Replica of the Oval Office

Touch an Authentic Piece of the Berlin Wall

Once reopened, the Reagan Library will follow all CDC COVID health guidelines and cleaning procedures.

40 Presidential Drive • Simi Valley, CA 93065 • ReaganLibrary.com

MONUMENTS
AND MEMORIALS
Symbolic structures
pay tribute to
people and
events

MOUNT RUSHMORE NATIONAL MEMORIAL,
KEYSTONE, S.D.
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK
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T

he United States is full of
historic places that teach us about
the nation’s past. Many notable
events and figures are honored with
memorials and monuments, peppered
throughout the country like historical
breadcrumbs, helping us to better
understand what came before
us. Some are reminders of great
accomplishments, while others offer a
more solemn remembrance of tragedy.
The following memorials and
monuments pay tribute to people and
events that shaped the country. Some
are more simplistic in their design
while others are architectural marvels
as well. No matter the size, shape
or topic, all serve to educate visitors
about the past to help shape the
future.
grouptourmagazine.com
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MONUMENTS
AND MEMORIALS

Statue of Liberty
National Monument
New York, New York

Recognized as a universal symbol of freedom
and democracy, the Statue of Liberty was a gift of
friendship from the people of France to the United
States, dedicated in 1886. Located on Liberty Island,
the statue is 305 feet tall (from ground level), the
equivalent of a 22-story building. Tours of the statue
are currently suspended, but groups can visit Statue
of Liberty Museum to learn about the history and
influence of Lady Liberty and take a simulated climb
to her crown. To get to the Statue of Liberty, visitors
must take a ferry from either Battery Park in Manhattan or Liberty State Park in New Jersey. Statue
Cruises operates the ferry service. 212-363-3200,
nps.gov/stli

PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

9/11 Memorial & Museum

New York, New York

Located on 8 of the 16 acres of the World Trade
Center site, the 9/11 Memorial & Museum honors
and remembers the 2,983 people who were killed
in the horrific attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 and Feb.
26, 1993. The Memorial consists of two enormous
reflecting pools set in the footprints of the Twin
Towers.
The museum displays more than 900 personal
and monumental objects that present intimate
stories of loss, compassion, reckoning and recovery linked to the events of 9/11 and the aftermath.
In-person tours are available with safety measures
in place; virtual tours can be booked on the 9/11
Memorial & Museum website. 212-312-8800,
911memorial.org
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MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS

PHOTO: OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL & MUSEUM

OKC National Memorial
& Museum
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

The Oklahoma City National
Memorial & Museum was created to
honor “those who were killed, those who
survived and those changed forever”
by the 1995 bombing of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building. The Outdoor
Symbolic Memorial includes the Field
of Empty Chairs with chairs honoring
each of the 168 people who were killed,
the monumental bronze-clad Gates of
Time, a 318-foot-long reflecting pool,
the Survivor Tree, Rescuers Orchard and
a special area for children. The experiential Memorial Museum tells the story
of the bombing through recordings,
touch-screen interactives, first-person
accounts, artifacts and videos. Exclusive
add-ons are available for group visits.
405-235-3313, memorialmuseum.com

We honor those who were killed, those who survived
and those changed forever by the 1995 bombing.
On this SACRED GROUND, we work to find COMMON GROUND.
Group Rates & Exclusive Group-Only Opportunities Available

SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE IN PLACE

UNI_21-OCN-003 2021 Group Tour_Magazine.indd 1

MemorialMuseum.com
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MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS

Gateway Arch
St. Louis, Missouri

PHOTO: GATEWAY ARCH

Standing at 630 feet tall, the Gateway Arch is
America’s tallest, human-made monument. The
vision of renowned architect Eero Saarinen, the arch
commemorates Thomas Jefferson and St. Louis’ role
in the westward expansion of the United States. The
Gateway Arch is part of Gateway Arch National
Park, located on the riverfront in downtown St.
Louis. Visitors will enjoy the Tram Ride to the Top,
the Museum at the Gateway Arch, Monument to the
Dream documentary film, The Arch Store and Arch
Café. The Old Courthouse Museum, also part of the
national park, is currently closed due to COVID-19
safety measures. 314-923-3080, gatewayarch.com

Wright Brothers
National Memorial
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Wilbur and Orville Wright achieved the first
successful airplane flights on Dec. 17, 1903 in
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. Thanks to their
perseverance, the self-taught engineers changed
our world forever. Part historical monument, part
museum and part park, Wright Brothers National
Memorial includes a 60-foot granite monument
atop Kill Devil Hill, a visitor center, museums, a
reconstructed 1903 hangar and living quarters,
and other historical markers, like the successful
launching and landing points. The 428-acre park
features manicured grounds and aviation relics.
252-473-2111, nps.gov/wrbr

PHOTO: COURTESY OF VISITNC.COM

Pearl Harbor National Memorial
Oahu, Hawaii

USS ARIZONA MEMORIAL
PHOTO: BRETT SEYMOUR
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Located in Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, the
Pearl Harbor National Memorial commemorates the
events of the attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941,
which killed over 2,400 Americans and sank 12 ships.
The site includes the USS Arizona Memorial, which
honors the 1,177 crewmen who died as a result of the
attack; the USS Oklahoma Memorial, which honors
the 429 sailors who died when the ship capsized; and
the USS Utah Memorial commemorates its 58 dead.
The Pearl Harbor Visitor Center features two exhibit
galleries, outdoor exhibits, an audio tour, a theater
(currently closed due to COVID-19) and a bookstore.
808-422-3399, nps.gov/perl

Customized tour options help your group
make personal connections to history!

SPECIAL EXHIBITS
Beyond the Ballot:
St. Louis and Suffrage (Closes March 20, 2022)
St. Louis Sound (Opens August 28, 2021)
Color St. Louis (Opens August 2022)

SPECIAL EXHIBITS
Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans
and World War II (July 24, 2021–October 3, 2021)
Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and World War II was developed by the National Museum of American
History and adapted for travel by the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. The national tour
received Federal support from the Asian Pacific American Initiatives Pool, administered by the Smithsonian
Asian Pacific American Center, the Terasaki Family Foundation, and C. L. Ehn & Ginger Lew.

Vietnam: On the Home Front and
the Front Lines (Opens November 2022)

For more information and to reserve online

mohistory.org/group-tours
Group sales contact:
Tami Goldman • tgold@mohistory.org • 314.454.3137

MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS

National Mall and Memorial Parks
Washington, D.C.

As “America’s Front Yard,” the National Mall and Memorial Parks is home to
many of America’s most iconic memorials telling the story of people and events
that shaped the nation. The entity is responsible for more than 1,000 acres of parkland, including 14 individual units of the National Park System, which represent
many of America’s most significant cultural resources. In addition to self-guided
exploration, groups can participate in ranger-led activities, tours and recreational
activities. The National Mall and Memorial Parks website has the most up-to-date
information about COVID-19 safety protocols and reopenings. 202-426-6841,
nps.gov/nama

Mount Rushmore
National Memorial
Keystone, South Dakota

Surrounded by the beauty of South
Dakota’s Black Hills, Mount Rushmore depicts America’s most prominent presidents:
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln.
The large-scale mountain sculpture by artist
Gutzon Borglum towers 5,725 feet above sea
level. After marveling at Mount Rushmore’s
pure grandeur, groups can visit the Sculptor’s
Studio, explore the Lincoln Borglum Visitor
Center & Museum, walk the Presidential
Trail and dine in the Carvers Café. In the
summertime, visitors can attend the Evening
Lighting Ceremony.
605-574-2523, nps.gov/moru

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL
PHOTO: NPS

PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK
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