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WHAT’S NEW IN INDIANA
The Hoosier State is a perennial favorite for group tours
and it’s easy to see why. Indiana is easy to get to — as the
state motto says, Indiana is “The Crossroads of America.”
Moreover, top-notch attractions, destinations and committed
tour professionals work hard to deliver grand tours. And, in
addition to old favorites, new tour experiences are always
being developed and launched.
Here’s what’s new in Indiana.

Quilt Gardens
mark milestone

Quilt Gardens Along the Heritage Trail will celebrate its 15th anniversary in 2022 with an Epic Art
Adventure.
The Elkhart County Convention & Visitors Bureau is bringing back the life-size and life-like Seward
Johnson sculptures at each of the 16 Quilt Garden
sites, just like the celebration of the 10th anniversary
of the Quilt Gardens in 2017.
To acknowledge the creativity and collaboration
of artists in Elkhart County, Epic Art Adventures will
celebrate the talented makers who inhabit the county’s urban spaces and rural areas. Locally crafted public art pieces will be selected for exhibition throughout Elkhart, Goshen, Nappanee, Bristol, Middlebury
and Wakarusa, just in time for summer.
With great photo opportunities and interactive
by design, the Quilt Gardens change every year with
new designs and colorful inspiration.
“Elkhart County’s history of craftsmanship is the
perfect way to complement the Quilt Gardens,” said
Jon Hunsberger, executive director of the Elkhart
County CVB. “The creativity and collaboration
that the artists of this region embody have created
a vibrant arts scene. We can’t wait to show off their
talents to our residents and visitors.”
Add events, hands-on activities, dining and shopping, and the Quilt Gardens along the Heritage Trail
sets the stage for exceptional group tours wrapped
in quilt and gardening themes, packed with fun and
sure to entice new clients, said Sonya Nash, director
of group and experiential sales and promotions for
Elkhart County CVB. It’s all found in one of the nation’s largest Old Order Amish areas. quiltgardens.com
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New hotel preserves
Elkhart’s history

Hotel Elkhart is a new boutique hotel in downtown Elkhart. Extensively renovated, Hotel Elkhart
embraces its history (as a former hotel that for years
was an apartment building) and celebrates Elkhart’s
musical instrument history through custom fixtures
and detailing throughout.
The property, built in 1923, offers multiple dining
options, a main lobby bar, a deli, rooftop bar and
grand ballroom for larger events. The hotel is within
easy walking distance to downtown museums, attractions, restaurants, the RiverWalk and Lerner Theatre.
hotelelkhart.com, visitelkhartcounty.com

New adventures
await in Fort Wayne

The Bradley, Fort Wayne’s newest hotel, was
designed by Barbara Bradley Baekgaard, co-founder
of Vera Bradley and Provenance Hotels.
From the signature scent to the various Fort Wayne
touches, The Bradley emulates the unique design style
that is reminiscent of Vera Bradley through pattern
play and bright colors. The five-story, 124-room
boutique hotel is home to two restaurants. Birdie’s
offers a bird’s-eye view of downtown Fort Wayne and
transports guests into the world of Baekgaard’s childhood in southern Florida. Arbor, the ground floor
restaurant, stirs feelings of home-cooked favorites
with design details that present a sophisticated mix of
traditional and contemporary design.
“With the launch of The Bradley, a long-time
dream of mine is finally coming to life, and I couldn’t
be more excited to welcome everyone to my hometown: the historic city of Fort Wayne,” Baekgaard
said. “The Bradley will offer a piece of the rich Fort
Wayne community to each guest who calls the hotel
home, playing a major role in contributing to the
city’s continued growth. It is my hope that the hotel
will serve as an extension of my own home for a
community I love and for those traveling in the city.”
The Bradley is in the heart of the city’s new dining
district, known as The Landing. This walkable block
of dining experiences was once the historic landing
for canal boats on the Erie Wabash Canal.
And steps away from The Landing is Promenade
Park, a regional destination for recreation, arts and
culture with skyline views and riverfront connectivity.
Union Street Market is scheduled to open in fall
2022. The region’s first food hall and public market is
located at Electric Works, the massive redevelopment
of a historic GE campus. More than 20 merchants
will be open daily, and a weekly farmers market.
visitfortwayne.com

THE BRADLEY

PHOTO: LAUREN LIPP / VISIT FORT WAYNE

PROMENADE PARK

PHOTO: VISIT FORT WAYNE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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Celebrate a literary icon
in Indianapolis

This year, the Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library
in Indianapolis celebrates the writer’s centennial.
Vonnegut was born in Indianapolis in 1922. His
writing, the museum and library notes, took an unflinching look at the world, tempered with a satirical
eye and sardonic sense of humor. He died in 2007 in
New York City.
On the schedule for “Kurt Vonnegut: Celebrating
a Century of Stories 1922–2022” are events marking
the museum and library becoming the first Literary
Landmark site in Indiana, a Kentucky Derby party,
Juneteenth Celebration, Banned Books Week (Sept.
25–Oct. 1), Vonnegut’s 100th birthday on Nov. 11
and a birthday gala on Nov. 12.
The Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library in Indianapolis opened in 2019. Visitors can sit hunched
over the same model typewriter Vonnegut used. Displayed are Vonnegut’s drawings, his actual typewriter, his Purple Heart from World War II and family
photos. vonnegutlibrary.org

KURT VONNEGUT MURAL
PHOTO: VISIT INDY

Giraffes coming
to South Bend

KURT VONNEGUT MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
PHOTO: VISIT INDY
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An outdoor Giraffe Feeding Adventure and
habitat is set to open in the spring of 2022 at the
Potawatomi Zoo in South Bend. The central feature
of the habitat will be a raised platform and feeding
deck, allowing visitors to be at eye level with giraffes.
potawatomizoo.org

L

THE LUME INDIANAPOLIS
PHOTO: COURTESY OF NEWFIELDS

New at Newfields

The Clowes Pavilion Reimagined opens March
23, 2022, at the Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA)
at Newfields and is an ongoing permanent installation. The Clowes Pavilion Reimagined is opening
after a multi-year renovation, 50 years after its
inaugural opening date. Favorites like Rembrandt’s
Self-Portrait and the Raphael-designed tapestry The
Miraculous Draught of Fishes are shown alongside
objects from other parts of the IMA’s permanent
collection, such as Duvor (Communal Cloth) by the
Ghanaian sculptor El Anatsui. The nearly 100 objects
on view offer a fresh new perspective on significant
social and art history themes throughout the ages.
Opening in July 2022 will be “Stephen Sprouse:
Rock | Art | Fashion.” The exhibit features more than
60 garments designed by Indiana native Stephen
Sprouse (1953–2004), whose transformative styles
rocked the fashion world in the 1980s.
Don’t forget about THE LUME Indianapolis, the
largest exhibit in Newfields’ history. The fully immersive experience occupies the entire fourth floor
of the Indianapolis Museum of Art galleries. Great
works of art are showcased from floor to ceiling in the
30,000-square-foot gallery space. discovernewfields.org

‘STEPHEN SPROUSE: ROCK | ART | FASHION’
PHOTO: COURTESY OF NEWFIELDS

Conner Prairie to open
new experience

“Promised Land as Proving Ground” is scheduled
to open in summer 2022 at Conner Prairie, the living
history attraction in Fishers. The exhibit interprets
500 years of African American history and explores
the development of African American faith ways
and their expression through food, music and dance,
and activism from traditional African religion to the
African American church. connerprairie.org
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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BOTTLEWORKS DISTRICT
PHOTO: CLIFF RITCHEY, VISIT INDY

Bottleworks District
combines past and present

New in Indianapolis is the Bottleworks Hotel
and Bottleworks District. What was once the largest
Coca-Cola bottling plant in the world has been
transformed into a boutique hotel, food hall, movie
theater and bowling alley. The Bottleworks District
sits in the artsy North Mass Ave (Massachusetts
Avenue) corridor, one of Indianapolis’ four original
diagonals. bottleworksdistrict.com

Midwest Music & Heritage Trail, a new cultural
trail, presents Richmond’s rich musical heritage. Visitors will find custom sculptures and accompanying
plaques representing many musicians that recorded at
the Gennett Recording Company studio in the 1920s
and 1930s. By spring of 2022, there will be a total of 50
sculptures. The trail ends at the Gennett Walk of Fame
in the Whitewater Gorge. visitrichmond.org

Exhibit to interpret Gennett
Recording Company

Anderson welcomes
Uranus Fudge Factory

Scheduled to open June 5, 2022, at the Wayne
County Historical Museum in Richmond is “Gennett
Recording Company: The Birth of American Music.”
The small recording company was open to recording
all kinds of music and artists, despite racial segregation. This permanent exhibit will include artifacts,
interactive elements, photos and a re-creation of the
1920s Gennett recording studio. wchmuseum.org
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Follow a new trail
in Richmond

Uranus Fudge Factory and General Store, based
in St. Robert, Missouri, plans to open its second
location in early 2022 in Anderson. The company
is bringing its fudge, ice cream, miniature golf and
escape rooms to central Indiana. uranusindiana.com

New at the zoo

The new “Kangaroo Crossing” exhibit is set to
open in May 2022 at the Indianapolis Zoo. Meanwhile, construction is under way for a new zoo entry
experience, scheduled to open in spring 2023. The
White River Gardens, including the Hulman Riverhouse and the Hilbert Conservatory, are closed to the
pubic during construction. indianapoliszoo.com

Gathering space open
in Spencer County

Matilda’s Event Barn in Spencer County is a new
event venue. While primarily known for hosting
weddings, the facility also caters to groups that
need a space to gather. The event barn is named
for Matilda Kleiser, the owner’s great-aunt, whose
diligence in caring for the farm helped it survive.
matildaseventbarn.com

Santa Claus Haus opens

Spencer County Visitors Bureau announces the
opening of the Santa Claus Haus in the town of Santa
Claus. In 2020, due to COVID-19 concerns, Santa
was mostly unavailable for visits. However, he is now
available in a brand-new location for visits and photos.
Included is a gift shop that offers locally made items.
Private welcomes and other group requests can be
arranged. santaclaushaus.org, santaclausind.org

Penguins arrive at
Mesker Park Zoo

“Penguins of Patagonia” has opened at the Mesker
Park Zoo in Evansville. This is Indiana’s first Humboldt penguin habitat. Since the penguins are native
to South America, the new naturalistic area mimics a
coastal area in Chile. meskerparkzoo.com

MALALA YOUSAFZAI AND ‘THE POWER
OF CHILDREN: MAKING A DIFFERENCE’
PHOTO: THE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF INDIANAPOLIS

Dinosphere to reopen,
Malala added to
‘The Power of Children’

Dinosphere, the most-visited exhibit at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis will reopen on March
19, 2022, after a major expansion that includes the
addition of massive sauropods — long-necked, longtailed plant eaters who were some of the largest beasts
(65–80 feet long) to ever roam the earth — in Giants
of the Jurassic™. Dive into the sea with ancient aquatic
beasts that looked like the Loch Ness monster in Monsters of the Mesozoic™. Step into the prehistoric world
in the immersive Creatures of the Cretaceous™ as day
turns to night beneath a former CineDome sky that
is rich with color. See fossils that are 150 million years
old and talk to the scientists who uncovered them in
the new Paleo Prep Labs. Discover how to draw dinos
in the new Dinosphere Art Lab.
Malala Yousafzai has been added to the museum’s powerful “The Power of Children: Making a
Difference” exhibit. The Pakistani activist for female
education is the youngest person ever to be awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize. Also part of the exhibit are
Anne Frank, Ruby Bridges and Ryan White.
childrensmuseum.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Explore French Lick
West Baden
STAY Two historic hotels make
up the grand French Lick Resort,
with world-class spas, gaming,
championship-level golf, shopping
and dining. Complimentary shuttles
allow guests to travel between
properties.
DO Up-close animal encounters
at Wilstem Wildlife Park provide
guests with unique experiences
such as bathing an African elephant,

1

feeding the giraffes, meeting Jeff
Watson and his grizzly bears, and

1
2
3
4

interacting with kangaroos. The 1,100acre property also offers a zip line tour
and horseback riding.
RIDE Board French Lick Scenic
Railway for a nostalgic ride through
the picturesque Hoosier National

West Baden Springs Hotel,
French Lick Resort
Wilstem Wildlife Park
French Lick Scenic Railway
Patoka Lake cruise
Photos: Visit French Lick West Baden

Forest, limestone outcroppings and
the Burton Tunnel. Dinner train,
themed excursions and scenic rides
are available.
CRUISE Relax aboard the

2

Patoka Voyager on a scenic nature
cruise. Explore the pristine shorelines
of Patoka Lake, which is surrounded
by 26,000 acres of Patoka Lake State
Park. Look for eagles, osprey and

3

other wildlife while enjoying a lunch
cruise. Or take in the southern Indiana
sunsets during a dinner cruise or wine
cruise.
ASK
Visit French Lick West Baden
812-936-3418
visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

4

Indiana’s Unforgettable
Group Experience!
Our storied past, your next adventure.

#MyFrenchLick
vflwb.com • 812-936-3418

Visit French Lick West Baden is a favorite destination for groups large and
small. Nestled in the heart of Southern Indiana and surrounded by the Hoosier
National Forest, this resort community has welcomed guests who have enjoyed
awe inspiring getaways for over 100 years. We invite you to relive the fabulous
history and vibrant lifestyles of this breathtaking destination that offers gracious
hospitality, ultimate luxury, and a multitude of opportunities at any pace.
For itinerary recommendations contact Jasmine Hilderbrand at

jasmine@visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com or 812-936-3418.

indiana

Make memories
in Harrison County

“

DISCOVER Take a guided tour of

Don’t miss out on our
quaint historic downtown that
offers unique one-of-a-kind
experiences from a historic
walking tour, blown art glass,
locally owned boutiques and an
antique store on nearly every
corner.

Indiana’s First State Capitol and Governor
Hendricks Headquarters for an interesting
history lesson. After a history tour of Corydon
with a step-on guide and a tour of the Civil
War Battle Park, visit the Harrison County
Discovery Center. Its high-tech, interactive

”

galleries allow visitors to explore the
importance of Harrison County in Indiana’s
development.
EXPLORE Check out the sights below

—Stacy Pirtle, director of sales and
visitor services, Harrison County CVB

1

Harrison County. An underground boat
ride is part of the tour at Indiana Caverns
Family Adventure Park. Marengo Cave
offers a variety of underground splendor.
Explore Squire Boone Caverns, which were
discovered in 1790 by Squire and Daniel
Boone. Then soar over the forests at Squire
Boone Zipline Adventure.

2

SIP Set up wine tastings and tours at
Best Vineyards, Turtle Run Winery and
Indiana Creek Winery.
SEE Watch in amazement as a glass
artist produces a piece of hand-blown art
glass during a demonstration at Zimmerman
Art Glass. A wide variety of handmade glass
items are for sale in the gift shop.
ENJOY Head to Caesars Southern
Indiana Casino for dining, gaming and

3

1
2
3
4

Corydon Capitol State Historic Site
Photo: Andrew Kennedy

Squire Boone Caverns
Photo: Gary Berdeaux

Zimmerman Art Glass
Photo: Harrison County CVB

Turtle Run Winery
Photo: Harrison County CVB

entertainment.
EAT Dine at Harrison County
restaurants like B3Q BBQ, Beaver St. Tap
Room, Frederick’s Café, Overlook Restaurant
and 1816 Modern Kitchen & Drinks.
ASK
Harrison County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
888-738-2137
thisisindiana.org/group-travel
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Take the fall spirits tour
in SoIN
TASTE Head to Huber’s Orchard,
Winery & Vineyards/Starlight
Distillery in Borden for a private wine/
spirits tasting, catered lunch on the
patio with live music and a U-pick
wagon ride to pick pumpkins and other
seasonal produce.
DO Group members will get
hands on at Maker13 in Jeffersonville.
Visitors personalize and etch their
choice of rocks glasses or wine goblets
to take home.
ADMIRE At Jack O’Lantern
Spectacular in Iroquois Park in
Louisville, Kentucky, walk among
5,000 professionally carved pumpkins
illuminated along a third-of-a-mile trail.

1

DETECT Participate in a Clue
Party at Culbertson Mansion State
Historic Site in New Albany. Dress up
as a favorite character, enjoy cocktails
and search the mansion’s 25 rooms
for clues. Private group rentals are
available.
ENJOY Visit an Old World-style

“

Fall in SoIN is the prime time to bring your group to
Southern Indiana. Book today for the exquisite sights and
classic culinary offerings only found in SoIN. Don’t forget to
schedule a candy making demo at Schimpff’s Confectionery, the
nation’s oldest continually operated, family-owned candy store.
—Todd Read, trade and consumer sales manager, SoIN Tourism

pub in New Albany. At Pints & Union,
satisfy Old World public house cravings

”

with tasting and menu options at the
unique pub.
EXPLORE Additional itinerary
ideas for SoIN include Harvest
Homecoming Festival, Joe Huber’s
Family Farm and Restaurant, Louisville
Downtown Distilleries and Kentucky
Bourbon Trail.
ASK
SoIN Tourism
812-280-8082
gosoin.com/groups

2

1
2

Jack O’Lantern Spectacular
Huber’s Winery
Photos: SoIN Tourism
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Discover LafayetteWest Lafayette
HOWL Howl with the wolves
at Wolf Park during a Howl Night
Program. A meal can be catered to Wolf
Park before the experience.
EXPLORE See hundreds of trees
and plants at Purdue Horticulture
Gardens. Stroll along the trails at
Celery Bog Nature Area and learn
more at Lily Nature Center. Stroll

L

through Prophetstown State Park
and The Farm at Prophetstown and

e

learn what life was like on a working
farm in the 1920s. Enjoy the prairie,
wetlands and the Native American
Village.
SEE The Purdue University

1

guided riding tour is a group favorite.
Haan Museum displays the world’s

“

best collection of historic paintings by
T.C. Steele and other Indiana artists. A

Extend your trip. Spend another
day on a one-of-a-kind wine
excursion. Tour, taste and relax
on a Beyond the Vine Wine Tour,
a full-day chauffeured wine trail
experience. Sip some wine from the
vine at unique wineries with your
group and enjoy what the Greater
Lafayette area has to offer.

sculpture garden and nature trail are
free.
Exploration Acres, the area’s
largest corn maze, added a sunflower
maze in 2021. There’s a pumpkin patch,
general store and group events.
TOUR Visit SAMARA, a Frank
Lloyd Wright-designed masterpiece.

2

Also known as the John and Catherine
Christian House, it was designated as a

”

—Janet Martinez, sales manager,
Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette

National Historic Landmark in 2015.

PRO

RIDE Head to the Wabash & Erie
Canal Interpretive Center to take
a ride in a replica canal boat, enjoy a
catered meal, and explore a museum
and a pioneer village.
ASK
Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette
800-872-6648
homeofpurdue.com

3
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3

Wolf Park
Photo: Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette

Purdue University
Photo: Trevor Mahlmann

Farm at Prophetstown
Photo: Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette

HOME OF PURDUE

WOLF PARK

HISTORICAL TOURS

Lafayette-West Lafayette, Indiana

experience the home of purdue university!
AGRICULTURAL TOURS

ARCHITECTURAL TOURS

PROPHETSTOWN STATE PARK

EDUCATIONAL TOURS

CLEAN ENERGY TOURS

ARTISTIC TOURS

Enjoy a wide variety of attractions and events to suit your group’s needs;
educational, historical, agritourism, clean energy, artistic, factory tours and more!
Purdue University also provides endless options for special interest groups.
Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette offers complimentary customized itineraries,
step on guide service, welcome bags, brochures and more!
Contact: Janet Martinez, jmartinez@homeofpurdue.com

indiana

Try concoctions and confections along

Northern Indiana’s
Heritage Trail
LEARN The backroads of Northern Indiana
Amish Country lead groups to Elaine Jones’
kitchen, where she’ll reveal the techniques
behind her buttery-soft cinnamon rolls. Along
the way, catch Elaine’s insights into how the
Amish lifestyle is special to her, and end up with
cinnamon rolls hot from the oven to enjoy.
EAT Save room for an authentic Amish
family-style meal with bowls heaping with
mashed potatoes, noodles and more. Carolyn
Yoder shares the secrets of her mashed potato
recipe, then visitors can step up to the counter
for a personalized cooking class.
TASTE Discover the city of Goshen’s
treasures at Olympia Candy Kitchen, a familyowned confectionary that hand-dips chocolate
treats so treasured they were served at the
inaugural balls of presidents Ronald Reagan and
George H.W. Bush. Just down the street is Maple
Indian Cuisine; indulge in the unique spices,
herbs and cooking techniques of one family’s
recipes straight from North India.
Continue the journey to the spicy side with

”

a tour of the homemade and handcrafted
concoctions of the Soapy Gnome, from its soap
made with local craft beer and locally pressed
apple cider, and cap it off with whiskey distilled
in the shadow of Notre Dame’s Golden Dome.
Olympia Candy Kitchen

SIP Head to Goshen Brewing Co. for
unique beer, homemade soda and a menu
featuring local, organic food. Taste grape and
fruit wines at Fruit Hills Winery & Orchard
near Bristol.
ASK
Elkhart County, IN
Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-262-8161
visitelkhartcounty.com/groups

“

Photo: Elkhart County, IN Convention & Visitors Bureau

The Concoctions & Confections tour delights groups with
hands-on demonstrations, tastings to satisfy any desire, and
heart-warming stories of the artisans and entrepreneurs who
harness their craft for everyone’s pleasure. The sights, smells and
flavors of Elkhart County excite all of your senses.

”

—Sonya Nash, director of group and experiential sales & promotions,
Elkhart County, IN CVB

INDIANA
ATTRACTIONS

The Barns at Nappanee,
Home of Amish Acres
Nappanee

Photo: Indiana Dunes National Park

Indiana Dunes
National Park
Porter

Group outings can include shows at
the Round Barn Theatre, a professional
regional theater company; dining at The
Barns FarmTable Restaurant; a Threshers
Dinner; guided Amish house and farm
tours with information on the Amish lifestyle; and horse and buggy rides and farm
wagon rides. thebarnsatnappanee.com

The park includes 15 miles of Lake
Michigan shoreline and 15,000 acres of
biodiverse beaches, woods, prairies and
marshes. More than 400 interpretive
programs and ranger-led walks and talks
are offered in various locations throughout
the year. nps.gov/indu

Annie Oakley
Natural Perfumery
Ligonier

Book a perfume studio and factory
tour to experience the interesting process
of perfuming. See where the natural and
organic perfume essences are blended
and observe perfumes being handmade.
If there’s time and a perfumer is available,
create a personal fragrance. The sensory
experience continues in the gift shop of
the only perfumery in the United States.
annieoakley.com

Kokomo
Opalescent Glass
Kokomo

See firsthand how art glass is manufactured. Kokomo Opalescent Glass has
produced art glass in the same facility and
with the same techniques since the company was founded in 1888. All tours must
be scheduled in advance. kog.com

Photo: Visit Fort Wayne

The Genealogy Center
at Allen County
Public Library
Fort Wayne

Everyone has a story, and The Genealogy Center helps people begin to find out
more about their family stories. The center
is flexible with group tours. Presentations
can cover topics such as how to use online
sources, search for a particular ethnic
group or successfully interview living relatives. Center staff can work one-on-one
on genealogy with group participants and
give the group time to explore the center’s
vast resources for their specific families.
acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy

VISIT
INDIANA’S
TOP GROUP
DESTINATION
Step into the heart of Amish
Country and experience
true Hoosier Hospitality at
Das Dutchman Essenhaus.
- family-style dining
- five quaint, unique gift shops
- peaceful carriage rides
- generously-sized guest rooms
- deluxe hot breakfast
- baggage handling

Plus celebrate 15 years
of award-winning
Quilt Gardens in 2022!
- May 30 - September 15
- featuring Seward Johnson
sculptures plus talented local
and regional artists
Contact Sonya at 800.262.8161
to plan your group trip today!
Learn more at

VisitElkhartCounty.com/groups
grouptourmagazine.com
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Wabash & Erie Canal
Delphi

Step into the early 19th century world
of canal transportation along a preserved
stretch of the canal. A replica canal boat
offers cruises, and interactive exhibits in
the interpretive center interpret the canal’s
construction, operation and demise. A
pioneer village, Red Bridge Settlement and
lime kilns can also be explored. Reservations for groups must be made at least two
weeks in advance of the visit. wabashanderiecanal.org

Promenade Park
Fort Wayne

Promenade Park, Fort Wayne’s newest
attraction, offers a brand-new take on
entertainment, recreation and relaxation.
Stroll the Parkview Tree Canopy Trail.
Board Sweet Breeze, a replica of a 1840s
canal boat, and cruise the rivers to learn
about Fort Wayne’s history and riverfront
development plans. visitfortwayne.com

Honeywell Arts
& Entertainment
Wabash

The Honeywell Foundation presents
all Honeywell Arts & Entertainment
offerings. Concerts, musicals and dance
performances take place in the Ford
Theater and Eagles Theatre. The organization provides tailor-made experiences for
groups. honeywellarts.org

The Blue Gate
Shipshewana

Blue Gate Hospitality operates a
restaurant, theater, inn and shops. Just
north of the downtown shopping district
is the Blue Gate Garden Inn & Conference
Center and the Blue Gate Performing
Arts Center. The Blue Gate complex in the
downtown district includes the restaurant,
bakery, shops and the 315-seat Blue Gate
Music Hall. Blue Gate Theatre presents
musicals, concerts and family entertainment. Group pricing is available for dinner-theater packages, family-style dining
and theater only. thebluegate.com
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Photo: Courtesy of the Minnetrista Heritage Collection

Bob Ross Experience
Muncie

Visitors to the former studio of The Joy
of Painting TV show make no mistakes,
just “happy little accidents” when they
try their hand at painting in a workshop.
Visitors can step into the restored TV
studio and see more of Ross’s artwork in
The Gallery. Bob Ross Experience is part
of Minnetrista, a museum and garden
complex built on the unique legacy of the
Ball family and company. minnetrista.net

Indianapolis Motor
Speedway Museum
Indianapolis

Located inside the famed 2½-mile
Indianapolis Motor Speedway oval, the
museum has one of the world’s premier
motorsports and automotive collections.
The museum owns 34 Indianapolis
500-winning cars, ranging from the inaugural 500 winner in 1911 to modern-day
Indy cars. When the track is not in use,
visitors can choose from a variety of track
tours. The most popular is the Kiss the
Bricks tour, a narrated lap around the oval
with a stop at the start/finish line’s famous
“Yard of Bricks.” imsmuseum.org

Photo: Indiana State Museum & Historic Sites

Levi & Catharine
Coffin House
Fountain City

The Federal-style brick home, built
in 1839, is known as the “Grand Central
Station of the Underground Railroad.”
Levi and Catharine Coffin, conductors on
the Underground Railroad, helped more
than 1,000 freedom seekers to safety. After
discovering the history behind the site
at the adjacent interpretive center, take
a guided tour of the home and see the
actual hiding places the Coffins used to
safely shelter freedom seekers. Groups are
asked to book a time and date for tours in
advance. indianamuseum.org

Group experiences

Found Only in SoIN

Photo: Jason Levengood, Visit Indy

Indiana War Memorials

group
ad for custom
Contact Todd Re
or
82
12) 280-80
itineraries at (8
m
.co
IN
So
Todd@Go

Indianapolis

A tried-and-true group tour activity is
an Indiana War Memorials tour. Indianapolis is second only to Washington, D.C., in
the number of war memorials, while Indiana’s capital city dedicates more acreage
to the nation’s fallen than any other city in
the country. The Indiana War Memorial
Plaza Historic District includes a museum;
three parks; four fountains; and 25 acres
of monuments, statues and sculptures in
downtown Indianapolis. in.gov/iwm

Photo: Visit Indy

@GoSoIN
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an immersive exploration

of the life & art

Newfields
Indianapolis

The Indianapolis Museum of Art
and its Newfields campus are must-visit
attractions for groups. With more than
100 acres behind the museum and a large
campus up front that includes indoor
and outdoor gardens, a beer garden and
massive art sculptures, this place is ideal
for large groups to spread out and enjoy.
discovernewfields.org

·

Find more information and tickets at minnetrista.net/bobrossexperience

minnetrista.net
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Beasley’s Orchard
Danville

More than 25 varieties of apples are
grown at this Hendricks County agritourism attraction. Groups take a hayride
around the orchard as a guide describes
the family-owned business, a short tour of
the processing area and enjoy a snack. A
Civil War-era barn features a farm market.
Tours can be customized to meet a group’s
needs. The Indiana Horticultural Society
voted Beasley’s cider the “Best Apple Cider
in Indiana.” beasleys-orchard.com

Sisters of Providence of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods

Schedule a self-guided or guided
group tour and visit the Shrine of Saint
Mother Theodore Guerin, the Church of
the Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of
Lourdes Grotto and more. White Violet
Center for Eco-Justice is a working and
teaching farm that grows organic vegetables, fruit, herbs and berries. In addition
to a flock of chickens, there’s a herd of
alpacas and a farm store. Private alpaca
farm tours can be scheduled for groups of
up to 10 people. spsmw.org
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Oinking Acres Farm
Rescue & Sanctuary

Benjamin Harrison
Presidential Site

Brownsburg

Indianapolis

This nonprofit rescue started by a
high school girl and her mother helps
farm animals, particularly potbellied pigs,
get rehabilitated and hopefully find new
loving homes. They also educate people
about farm animal rescue by providing
tours to meet the residents on their farm.
oinkingacres.org

Madison County
Anderson

Anderson and Madison County offer
everything from interesting local shops to
an unusual roadside attraction to racing
and a casino. The World’s Largest Ball of
Paint, in Alexandria, weighs 2½ tons and
has over 26,000 coats of paint. Harrah’s
Hoosier Park Racing & Casino provides
harness racing, gaming, entertainment and
lodging. visitandersonmadisoncounty.com

The National Historical Landmark
home of the 23rd president of the United
States celebrates Harrison’s legacy. The
1875 Italianate mansion is exquisitely
restored and has an exceptional collection of more than 10,000 artifacts. Tours
include a 75-minute guided tour through
the Harrison house and private quarters.
Currently underway is $6 million Old
Glory, New Vision capital campaign that
will enhance the museum grounds and
make renovations to the home. presidentbenjaminharrison.org

Lincoln Boyhood
National Memorial
Lincoln City

Abraham Lincoln lived 14 years in
frontier Indiana, growing physically and
intellectually. The memorial is a link to
that time of his life. See the five sculptured
panels marking significant periods in
Lincoln’s life, the gravesite of his mother
in the Pioneer Cemetery and the Lincoln
Living Historical Farm. Artifacts and
exhibits in the visitor center museum
portray Lincoln’s life. nps.gov/libo

Lincoln Pioneer Village
and Museum
Rockport

Abraham Lincoln’s history comes alive
in this hidden gem in Spencer County.
Featured are 13 Lincoln-era replica cabins
and a museum full of fascinating items —
such as a hutch made by Lincoln and his
father, a 1598 “Breeches” Bible and a rare
Rocker “Beater” loom. Open from May 1–
Oct. 31. lincolnpioneervillage.com

Santa Claus
attractions
Santa Claus

Santa Claus Museum & Village (with
the huge Santa Claus statue), the Santa
Claus Christmas Store and Santa’s Candy
Castle are popular stops for group tours in
Spencer County. santaclausind.org

Photo: Spencer County Visitors Bureau

See Why
Groups Love

Fort Wayne
Genealogy Research

The Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public Library
is home to the nation’s largest public genealogy
collection! Piece together your family history with
the help of free professional genealogists on staff.

DeBrand Fine Chocolates

Learn the sweet magic behind chocolate making,
and enjoy free samples along the way!

Downtown/Riverfront

With historic buildings, neighborhoods,
attractions, and museums, your group can
explore downtown Fort Wayne by foot,
bus, bike, kayak, or segway!

GroupToursAd22_7.25x4.75.indd 1

Contact Bethany to get started!
VisitFortWayne.com/grouptours
bethany@VisitFortWayne.com
260-424-3700
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Red Skelton
Museum

Vincennes Indiana boasts the Red
Skelton Museum of American
Comedy, which celebrates the life
and legacy of one of America’s
greatest comedians. Swing over
to the Indiana Military Museum
to see Red’s army uniform and
collection of military artifacts.
Visit historic sites, antique
stores, farm markets and more!

800.886.6443
www.VisitVincennes.org

Schimpff’s
Confectionery

LST 325 WWII Landing Ship, Tank

Jeffersonville

Evansville

From the sweet smell of cinnamon
and chocolate to the taste of delectable
handmade candies, Schimpff’s has been a
regional treasure for more than 128 years.
Groups can get a class in candy making
at this family-owned attraction, explore
sweet history in the candy museum and
enjoy the old-fashioned soda fountain
serving malts, milkshakes and more.
schimpffs.com

Derby Dinner
Playhouse
Clarksville

One of the oldest and largest continually operating professional dinner
theaters in the country wows audiences
with Broadway-style performances in the
round. The freshly prepared, homestyle
buffet features classic American cuisine.
Matinee and dinner performances are
available. derbydinner.com
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The “Last of her Class,” the LST 325 is
an authentic World War II warship that
landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day and
went on to serve in the Pacific arena and
the Korean War. It is the last navigable LST
in operation today. Guided tours available.
lstmemorial.org

Joe Huber’s
Family Farm
& Restaurant
Starlight

Spring to fall, Joe Huber’s offers fresh
air and delicious food. Take a hayride to
the U-pick fields and enjoy a down-home
country meal served family style.
joehubers.com

Oliver Winery
Bloomington

Oliver Winery started as a hobby of
Indiana University law professor William
Oliver. Now it’s Indiana’s largest winery,
and it is celebrating its 50th anniversary
in 2022. Contact the winery to set up a
private group event. oliverwinery.com

Bosse Field
Evansville

Azalea Path
Arboretum
& Botanical
Gardens

Currently home to the Evansville
Otters baseball team, Bosse Field opened
in 1915 and was the first municipally
owned sports facility in the United States.
Only Boston’s Fenway Park (1912) and
Chicago’s Wrigley Field (1914) are older
than Bosse Field. Tours share the ballpark’s
history, allow people to stand in the same
areas as baseball legends and to see one of
the filming sites from the 1992 movie A
League of Their Own. evansvilleotters.com

This hidden gem of southwestern
Indiana covers 60 acres and includes more
than 4,000 azaleas, unusual plants and
native Indiana trees. Peak bloom time for
the azaleas is typically mid-April through
the first two weeks of May. Groups of six
or more requesting a guided tour must
make reservations. Motorcoach parking is
available. azaleapatharboretum.org

Columbus
Architecture Tours

Hard Truth
Distilling Co.

Columbus

Columbus is famous for its collection
of modernist buildings and structures.
Columbus Area Visitors Center offers private group tours of architecture highlights
and the Miller House, one of the most
treasured mid-century modern residences
in the United States. Itineraries can be
customized to fit the needs of a group.
columbus.in.us

Hazelton

Nashville

Hard Truth Distilling Co.’s 325-acre
wooded campus features a sweet mash distillery, rackhouse, barrel smokehouse, tour
and tasting center, full-service restaurant,
outdoor stage and walking trails. Available
are tours, classes and immersive activities,
such as the Moonshiner’s Experience and
Single Barrel Experience.
hardtruthdistilling.com
North Christian Church
Photo: Indiana Office of Tourism Development

When in
INDY,
make KVML
a stop along
your tour!
In 2022, we celebrate
Kurt Vonnegut’s 100th
birthday!
Join us for special events like
our Fourth of July celebration,
jazz nights, and more.
Guided group tours are available
with 2 complimentary
admissions for each group!
(Value: $24) For more
information email
info@vonnegutlibrary.org
or call (317) 423-0391.
Plus, virtual programs connect
you to us wherever you are.

543 Indiana Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46202
www.vonnegutlibrary.org
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VISIT INDIANA’S TOP GROUP DESTINATION
Step into a slower pace in the heart of Northern Indiana Amish Country and experience
true Hoosier Hospitality at Das Dutchman Essenhaus, located in Middlebury, Indiana.
Das Dutchman Essenhaus’ beautiful campus features the world-famous Restaurant with family-style dining,
live theatre productions at Heritage Hall, beautifully manicured walking paths, peaceful carriage rides, and
more. Top off your Well Crafted group experience with a relaxing night’s stay at the Essenhaus Inn complete
with luggage handling upon request, generously-sized guest rooms with stunning Amish-crafted furniture,
in-room coffee, indoor pool, fitness center and a deluxe hot breakfast.

Celebrate 15 years of super-sized, award-winning Quilt Gardens in 2022!
Plan your group-friendly tour between May 30 - September 15 and experience
quilt-inspired gardens and hand-painted, quilt-themed, super-sized murals.
Returning in 2022 is Epic Art Adventures featuring Seward Johnson
sculptures and highlighting talented local and regional artists.

Contact Sonya Nash, CTIS, CTP at 800.262.8161 to start planning
your next great, group-friendly tour to Northern Indiana!

Learn more at VisitElkhartCounty.com/groups

