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866-851-4661

groupsales@biltmore.com

ASHEVILLE, NC

EXPERIENCE TIMELESS INSPIRATION
Inspire your group with a visit to Biltmore, featuring acres of century-old gardens,  

the nation’s most-visited winery, and two distinct hotels. 

JOIN US FOR A VANDERBILT HOUSE PARTY – THE GILDED AGE

February 8–May 27, 2019

Experience a turn-of-the-century house party hosted by the Vanderbilts in this new exhibition featuring  

displays of clothing reproduced from family photos and portraits. Our Premium Audio Guided Tour, available  

for an extra cost, allows guests to feel as though they were present for the festive celebrations.

©2018 The Biltmore Company

D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  

C U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y
-  N C  -

To learn more about the Fayetteville 
Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 

(910) 483-5311

info@visit fayettevi l lenc.com
www.VisitFayettevilleNC .com

Come explore Fayetteville, NC, and any of the other 9 communities that comprise America’s Hometown. 

Just off I-95, you’ll discover the rich role the area played in our country’s history, warmly intermixed with 

more modern amenities and entertainment opportunities. Shop a little (or a lot!), tour some of our art 

galleries, museums and gardens.  Or catch an event. And get steeped in proud patriotism of TIME 

Magazine’s “America’s Most Pro-Military Town.”
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT FOR YOUR NEXT 
GROUP GETAWAY?
Set your sights on  Alamance County. 

From history buffs who love to retrace 

events of the past to thrill seekers 

who want to navigate the Haw River, 

there’s something to excite everyone. 

Marvel at the art deco beauty of the 

Paramount Theater. Shop ‘til you drop 

at our outlet stores, shopping centers 

and local boutiques. Tee up at one of 

our beautiful golf courses.  Whether 

you’re planning a day trip, a weekend 

excursion or a longer vacation, you’ll 

find small surprises throughout 

Alamance County. Best of all, we’ll do 

the leg work for you. Tell us what you’re 

looking for and we’ll help you plan the 

perfect outing. It’s personal service you 

won’t get in bigger cities.

Told you we’re full of surprises.

Alamance_NCPlanningGuide_Ad_FullPg_8.375x10.75.indd   1 1/2/19   4:10 PM
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Editor’s letter

Kelsey Smith
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
kelsey@grouptour.com
       KelseyGroupTour

inding mountain trails, a sparkling coastline 
and a buzzing urban culture — these are 

North Carolina’s specialties, just to name a few.
     Inside the pages of this inaugural issue of Group Tour 
North Carolina, you’ll find inspiration paired with tour 
ideas, from heart-pumping outdoor adventures to relaxing 
beach getaways, found only in North Carolina.
     The state’s three major regions — mountains, 
piedmont and coast — all share distinct group 
experiences; there’s a terrain for every traveler.
Grab a paddle and hit the rapids at the U.S. National 
Whitewater Center in Charlotte; walk in the footsteps of 
your favorite stars in Wilmington; or, sip your way through 
Asheville with a craft beer tour.
     North Carolina is also well-known for its vibrant flavors 
and burgeoning food and drink scene. Get a taste on 
page 13. Plus, learn about the state’s artistic heritage on 
page 27.
     I invite you to jump into our first Group Tour North 
Carolina and discover what this dynamic state is all about.

W

Only in
North Carolina

Publisher • ELLY DEVRIES • President



LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT FOR YOUR NEXT 
GROUP GETAWAY?
Set your sights on  Alamance County. 

From history buffs who love to retrace 

events of the past to thrill seekers 

who want to navigate the Haw River, 

there’s something to excite everyone. 

Marvel at the art deco beauty of the 

Paramount Theater. Shop ‘til you drop 

at our outlet stores, shopping centers 

and local boutiques. Tee up at one of 

our beautiful golf courses.  Whether 

you’re planning a day trip, a weekend 

excursion or a longer vacation, you’ll 

find small surprises throughout 

Alamance County. Best of all, we’ll do 

the leg work for you. Tell us what you’re 

looking for and we’ll help you plan the 

perfect outing. It’s personal service you 

won’t get in bigger cities.

Told you we’re full of surprises.

Alamance_NCPlanningGuide_Ad_FullPg_8.375x10.75.indd   1 1/2/19   4:10 PM



Contents

Coast

Piedmont
Mountains

14
16

17

18

Piedmont
Tour the center of it all

Fayetteville

Lexington 

Winston-Salem22
24

Mountains
Adventure is calling

Haywood County

8 10Coast

Regions Features At a glance

Scenic beauty
& history await 

Onslow County

13 16 11

21 On Location

26

13

Mark your Calendar

Craving Carolina

27 Cultural
Discoveries

Alamance County
Visitors Bureau  
visitalamance.com

Biltmore Estate 
Biltmore.com

Fayetteville Area CVB
VisitFayettevilleNC.com

Haywood County TDA,
dba Visit Smokies NC
visitncsmokies.com

High Point CVB
HighPoint.org

Onslow County Tourism
onlyinonslow.com

Visit Lexington, NC
visitlexingtonnc.com

Visit Winston-Salem
visitwinstonsalem.com

5

2

3 11

19

25 7

28

Thank you to our advertising partners!





8 Group Tour North Carolina 2019

North Carolina’s barrier-island 
beaches, national seashores and 

distinctive coastal towns sparkle like 
jewels in a crown.
 The 300-mile Atlantic Ocean 
coastline includes the untamed 
beauty of two national seashores, 
iconic lighthouses and numerous 
opportunities for outdoor recreation.
 Don’t forget to see the Colonial 
Spanish Mustangs on Shackleford 
Banks.

 In the Wilmington area, board a 
restored World War II battleship.
Walk in the footsteps of the 
notorious pirate Edward Teach, aka 
Blackbeard, in Bath.
 Experience the real-life settings 
of novelist Nicholas Sparks and visit 
the Birthplace of Pepsi-Cola in New 
Bern. Learn more about the state’s 
sea turtles and efforts to protect them 
at a number of coastal attractions.

Coast
Scenic beauty
  & history await 
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The candy-cane-striped Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse is one of 10 lighthouses operating 
on North Carolina’s coast and the tallest in 
America at 208 feet. 

National Geographic named 
Wrightsville Beach one of the top 
20 surf towns in the world.

Seaside charm Surf’s up

Orville and Wilbur Wright 
made the first successful 
powered flight on Dec. 17, 
1903, at Kill Devil Hills in Kitty 
Hawk.

First in flight



10 Group Tour North Carolina 2019

Onslow County

At a glance

nslow County, located on the North Carolina coast, is characterized by serene 
marshes and pristine beaches. The county also is steeped in rich African-
American and military history. Get lost in this natural playground, refuel with 

delicious eats and learn a thing or two about the past while enjoying the present.

Onslow County Tourism • 910-347-3141 • onlyinonslow.com

TOUR
Head to Mike’s Farm in Beulaville for 
an agri-tour and a true North Carolina 
country-style dinner in the restaurant. 
There are hayrides, Christmas trees, 
pumpkins to pick, a variety of other 
crops, an animal petting area, a country 
store and a full-service bakery.
910-324-3422 • mikesfarm.com

TASTE
Arrange an after-dinner wine tasting 
at Huffman Vineyards in Richlands. A 
variety of grapes are grown there, and 
wines are handcrafted in small batches. 
Muscadine, vinifera and fruit wines 
ranging from sweet to dry are produced 
— something for every palate.
910-324-3997
huffmanvineyards.com

REFLECT
Honor the nation’s heroes at Lejeune 

Memorial Gardens in Jacksonville. 
Experience the solemn and awe-
inspiring feeling that defines the spirit of 
patriotism. The gardens hold the Beirut 
Memorial, the Onslow Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, the Montford Point Marine 
Memorial and 9/11 Memorial Beam 
from the World Trade Center.
910-347-3141 • onlyinonslow.com

EXPLORE
Head to Historic Downtown Swansboro, 
the “Friendly City by the Sea.” 
Swansboro is known for its boutiques, 
waterside cafes and architecture. Shop, 
dine and visit the Swansboro Historical 
Society. Cruise on the Lady Swan to 
explore the area’s unspoiled beauty. 
910-347-3141 • onlyinonslow.com

O

Donna Hammonds 
Tourism Director

Onslow County Tourism   

   Onslow County is the perfect 
place for groups to enjoy the 
great outdoors. Relax on a 
marsh cruise and enjoy a 
historical tour and an afternoon 
of shopping. Dine at one of our 
local waterfront restaurants. Have 
a wine tasting. Take an agri-tour 
and explore our museums and 
memorials. Adventures await in 
Onslow!

“

”

Onslow County Tourism

North Topsail Beach

Saltwater Grill, Swansboro

Historic Downtown Swansboro
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onlyinonslow.com
Whiskey, Wine & Wonderful Eats

Battleship NORTH CAROLINA
Wilmington

The Battleship NORTH CAROLINA 
Memorial opened in 1961 as an 
authentically restored World War 
II battleship, a National Historic 
Landmark and a memorial honoring 
the 11,000 North Carolinians of all 
branches of the military who gave 
their lives in World War II. During a 
tour, groups can explore nine levels 
of the ship.
910-399-9101 • battleshipnc.com

Outer Banks Distilling
Manteo

Rum is the primary spirit of the first 
legal distillery on the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina. Founded in 2015 
by two brewers and two bartenders, 
Outer Banks Distilling distills small-
batch rum. The flagship line includes 
award-winning gold, silver and pecan 
rums. Tastings and tours are offered.
252-423-3011 
outerbanksdistilling.com

Hungry Town Guided Tours
Beaufort

Guides help groups pedal, walk, nosh 
and sip their way through 300 years 
of Beaufort’s history. Tours are tailored 
to meet a group’s needs and can 
be offered with or without local food 
options. Hungry Town Tours works 
with restaurants that offer fresh, local 
products that support local fishermen 
and farmers. 
252-648-1011 • hungrytowntours.com

Chicamacomico Life-Saving 
Station Historic Site
Rodanthe

The former station of the United States 
Life-Saving Service/Coast Guard 
introduces visitors to the heroes of 
the service in North Carolina and the 
equipment they used. Located on 
Hatteras Island, the site is open from 
April to November. Tour operators 
can call in advance to set up a group 
program.
252-987-1552 • chicamacomico.org

Clockwise from top: VisitNC.com, Outer Banks Distilling, VisitNC.com (2)

Coast
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The Elizabethan Gardens
Manteo

Walk through the 10-acre site, open 
year-round, to enjoy plants, antique 
statuary and Elizabethan-inspired 
landscaping elements. Free guided 
tours can be tailored for groups 
with two weeks’ notice. Opened in 
1960, the garden was inspired by 
and created to honor the ill-fated 
Elizabethan colonists who once lived 
on Roanoke Island.
252-473-3234
elizabethangardens.org

Wright Brothers National 
Memorial
Kill Devil Hills

Groups can visit the site where Wilbur 
and Orville Wright achieved the first 
successful airplane flights on Dec. 
17, 1903. The visitor center reopened 
in 2018 after a restoration project. 
Local and regional partners provided 
new interactive activities and exhibits 
on aviation, historic preservation and 
STEAM-based activities.
252-473-2111 • nps.gov/wrbr

Alligator River National Wildlife 
Refuge
Manteo

Year-round opportunities abound at the 
refuge, located on the Outer Banks. 
Explore great paddling trails, a wildlife 
drive and two wildlife trails. Activities 
include wildlife viewing, photography, 
environmental education and guided 
interpretation. The National Wildlife 
Refuges Visitor Center in Manteo offers 
dioramas, interactive exhibits, historic re-
creations and state-of-the-art audiovisual 
productions.
252-473-1131
fws.gov/refuge/Alligator_River

Clockwise from top: Bill Russ/VisitNC.com, NPS, VisitNC.com

Coast
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Craving
Carolina

omecooked comfort dishes, 
greasy spoons, upscale 
dining, beachfront bars, 

ethnic food trucks — no matter how it’s 
enjoyed, food brings people together, 
connecting different cultures and 
forming lifelong memories between 
loved ones and strangers.
 North Carolina doesn’t fall short 
with cuisine, frothy beers or fine wines. 
It has established itself as the “State of 
Southern Beer,” housing over 200 craft 
breweries, and it’s the birthplace of a 
handful of famous names like Pepsi, 
Krispy Kreme and Bojangles’ Famous 
Chicken ‘n Biscuits. 
 When it comes to wine, North 
Carolina has a lot of history. America’s 
first grapevine was discovered on the 
state’s coast back in 1584, and North 
Carolina has been a leader in the wine 
industry ever since. 
 And of course, any group visit to 
North Carolina must include barbecue. 
The North Carolina Barbecue Society 
Historic Barbecue Trail highlights 22 
stops at historic barbeque pits that 
specialize in roasting the old-fashioned 
way — slowly, over charcoal or wood.

H

Taste North Carolina’s vibrant food & drink scene

Eat like 
a local

Morgan Street Food 
Hall in Raleigh knows 
a thing or two about 
food. The food hall, 
not to be confused 
with a food court, 
houses over 15 
local vendors. Visit 
Makus Empanadas 
for an authentic taste 
of Argentina or try 
Wicked Taco for 
some crave-inducing 
salsa and homemade 
tortillas.

In Chapel Hill, Blue 
Dogwood Public 
Market brings unique 
and diverse flavors to 
the local food scene. 
Blue Dogwood is the 
first public market 
in North Carolina to 
focus on locally and 
regionally produced 
products. Try a 
number of Persian 
dishes at Rumi 
Persian Cafe, or opt 
for plant-based Latin 
American fare at Soul 
Cocina.

7th Street Public 
Market in Charlotte is 
all about celebrating 
the food culture of 
the Carolinas while 
promoting local and 
regional farmers, 
entrepreneurs 
and food artisans. 
Check out Hazelnuts 
Crêperie for some 
serious crêpes or 
Bonsai Fusion for 
colorful sushi rolls.

VisitNC.com

Haberdish, Charlotte

Jinks Creek Waterfront Grille,
Ocean Isle Beach

GroupTour.com 13



Tour the center of it all
Piedmont 

Home to North Carolina’s largest 
cities, the Piedmont region is 

an urban escape for group travelers. 
The region of gently rolling foothills 
occupies the center of the state. 
 In Raleigh, the state capital, 
groups find a savvy city that 
welcomes visitors with warmth, craft 
beer, local boutiques and more 
live music than anywhere else in 
North Carolina. In Charlotte, the 
Queen City, attractions like the Billy 

Graham Library and NASCAR Hall 
of Fame are crown jewels on group 
itineraries, and the city’s Uptown 
(not downtown) offers daytime and 
nighttime entertainment. 
 The region also is home to 
North Carolina’s best golf courses, 
located in the Pinehurst, Southern 
Pines, Aberdeen area. And wine 
lovers rejoice in the Yadkin Valley, 
which comprises more than 35 
wineries and vineyards.

From left: Bill Russ/VisitNC.com, iStock
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Putt-Putt Golf was invented in 
Fayetteville. 

The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill was the nation’s first 
state-chartered university. 

The North Carolina Transportation 
Museum, located at Historic Spencer 
Shops in Salisbury, is the South’s 
largest transportation museum.

Tee up

Did you know?In transit
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Fayetteville
At a glance

he Fayetteville area is best known for its rich patriotic spirit. As 
the home of the U.S. Army’s most populous base, Fort Bragg, 
Fayetteville and Cumberland County honor those who protect 

America’s freedom. Military history museums and landmarks help 
define the area’s patriotism, but that’s not all groups can experience. 
Cultural attractions, entertainment venues, parks, gardens and a 
vibrant food scene make for a perfect group getaway. 

Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
910-483-5311 • visitfayettevillenc.com

SEE
One of the country’s most prestigious 
military museums next to the 
Smithsonian, the Airborne & Special 
Operations Museum features hundreds 
of rare and significant artifacts, life-size 
dioramas, audio and visual displays, 
and a motion simulator. The museum 
honors and preserves the legendary 
feats of the airborne and special 
operations troops. 
910-643-2787 • asomf.org

EXPLORE
Founded in 1989, Cape Fear 
Botanical Garden is situated on 80 
acres between the Cape Fear River 
and Cross Creek, just 2 miles from 
downtown Fayetteville. Garden tours 

take groups through the main garden 
areas and share the natural history of 
the region and of the garden itself. 
Peak season is March through October; 
however, tours are available year-round. 
910-486-0221, ext. 43 • capefearbg.org

TOUR
Built in 1897 by Edgar Allan Poe and 
his wife Josephine, the 1897 Poe 
House is part of the Museum of the 
Cape Fear Historical Complex. Tours 
offer a glimpse of life in upper-middle 
class homes during the early 20th 
century and highlight changes that 
defined the era. Tours also celebrate 
women’s/children’s roles and African-
American history. 
910-500-4243
museumofthecapefear.ncdcr.gov

T
Jessica Bennett

Tourism Sales Manager
Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

   A visit to Cumberland County will reward your 
group’s curiosity. We’re proud of our role in 
our nation’s history and hold fast to the friendly 
feel of a true hometown. Whether your group 
is in town for a few hours or a few days, your 
group can participate in a wide range of unique 
activities not found anywhere else.  

“

”

Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

Airborne & Special Operations Museum

1897 Poe House 
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Lexington 
At a glance

orld-famous barbecue, fast cars, fine art, award-winning wines and a 
historic Uptown are all waiting for groups in Lexington. As the “Barbecue 
Capital of the World,” and the home of Richard Childress Racing 

operations, Lexington offers exciting options for tour groups. Every October, the 
annual Barbecue Festival draws more than 100,000 visitors and locals to the Main 
Street of Uptown.

Visit Lexington, NC • 866-604-2389 • visitlexingtonnc.com

SIP
Championship NASCAR team 
owner Richard Childress operates 
his namesake Childress Vineyards 
in Lexington. The winery features 72 
acres of vineyards, 11 varieties of 
Vitis vinifera grapes and an elegant 
bistro serving lunch. Groups of six or 
more may schedule private tastings 
to sample wines crafted by award-
winning winemaker Mark Friszolowski.
336-236-9463
childressvineyards.com 

EAT
The Bar-B-Q Center has served 
Lexington’s distinct style of 
barbecue — pork shoulders cooked 
over hardwood coals and served 
chopped or sliced with red slaw, 
a thin ketchup-and-vinegar sauce 
called “dip,” hushpuppies and sweet 

tea — since 1955. Save room for the 
restaurant’s signature dessert: a 3.5- 
to 4-pound banana split that serves 
four to six people.
336-248-4633 • bbqcenter.net

SEE
Follow the journey of Richard Childress 
Racing from an independent one-car 
team to one of the most successful 
NASCAR organizations. The Richard 
Childress Racing Museum houses the 
largest collection of No. 3 Goodwrench 
Chevrolets, the car driven by racing 
legend Dale Earnhardt. A 2017 No. 
3 Dow Chevrolet driven by Childress’ 
grandson Austin Dillon represents the 
future of the Childress legacy.
336-731-3389 • rcrracing.com

W

Robin Bivens
Executive Director

Visit Lexington

     Lexington is easily accessible 
from Highway 52 and Interstate 
85, so that location makes our 
city a popular stop for groups. Our 
walkable Uptown area is great for 
groups because people can go 
in different directions to shop and 
explore, but also have a central 
point to load and unload. And our 
partners here understand group 
business and are very welcoming 
to groups, which is always 
important.

“

”

Courtesy of Visit Lexington, NC

Historic courthouse, Uptown Lexington
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Winston-Salem

At a glance

rom an insightful horticulture tour and splendid art gallery 
visit to an afternoon at an 18th-century Moravian village, 
there are numerous fascinating stops along the historic 

homes and heirloom gardens tour of Winston-Salem. The tour 
offers a fascinating look at sites and grounds dating back more 
than two centuries. Although there is no right or wrong way to dig 
in to Winston-Salem’s historic gardens, consider beginning the tour 
with the first seed planted and finishing at one of Winston-Salem’s 
newest gardens.

Visit Winston-Salem • 336-728-4237 • visitwinstonsalem.com 

F Kay Calzolari
CTIS, Group Tour & Services Manager

Visit Winston-Salem

  With a rich history steeped in Moravian culture 
and preserved horticultural scene, Winston-
Salem provides authentic experiences for today’s 
group traveler.

“
”

Clockwise from top: Visit Winston-Salem(2), VisitNC.com 

STROLL
Explore 18th-century North Carolina 
backcountry at Historic Bethabara 
Park. The park dates to 1753 when the 
Moravians first settled the area. Dig in 
to more than two centuries of gardening 
traditions with a stroll through Hortus 
Medicus (reconstructed), the country’s 
oldest known medicinal garden, and the 
1759 Community Garden. 
336-924-8191 • historicbethabara.org

SEE
One of America’s most authentic 
colonial sites, Old Salem Museums & 
Gardens preserves the 1766 Moravian 
settlement with more than 100 restored 
buildings and costumed interpreters. 

Groups enjoy themed tours including the 
story of Hidden Town (African-American 
heritage), historic architecture, hands-on 
hearth cooking, or Moravian gardening 
techniques and seed-saving methods. 
800-441-5305 • oldsalem.org

VISIT
The 1917 historic home of tobacco 
baron R.J. Reynolds and wife Katharine, 
Reynolda House Museum of American 
Art presents an exceptional collection 
by America’s most noted artists in 
an incomparable setting. Adjacent 
Reynolda Gardens of Wake Forest 
University is a byproduct of Katharine’s 
progressive thinking, intended to 
educate the community. 
336-758-5389 • reynoldahouse.org

Old Salem Museums & Gardens

Reynolda House Museum of American Art
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 Location, location, location! Centrally located in the 
Piedmont region of North Carolina.

 High Point Regional Visitors Center offers interactive 
galleries focused on area attractions.

 Above and Beyond Personal Concierge Service  
for your group.

to include High Point in your next journey!

1634 N. Main St., Suite 102    
High Point, NC 27262

TOP 3 REASONS

highpoint.org | 800.720.5255

1.
2.
3.

Piedmont

Andy Griffith Museum  
Mount Airy 

Celebrate famed actor, comedian and 
producer Andy Griffith at his namesake 
museum in his birthplace of Mount 
Airy. The museum’s collection contains 
artifacts and memorabilia related to 
his life and career. The Andy Griffith 
Playhouse is located next door and 
his boyhood home is a half-mile away. 
Customizable group tours include 
backstage tours of the Andy Griffith 
Playhouse, flat footing lessons and tours 
of the museum’s gardens. 
336-786-7998
surryarts.org/agmuseum

Billy Graham Library
Charlotte 

Discover the life and legacy of America’s 
pastor, Billy Graham, at the library 
bearing his name, located just miles 
from where he grew up. Groups retrace 
the evangelist’s journey through films, 
photos, memorabilia and exhibits. Other 
highlights include the Graham Family 
Homeplace, Graham’s personal book 
collection, The Graham Brothers Dairy 
Bar, a prayer garden and a gift shop. 
704-401-3270 • billygrahamlibrary.org

International Civil Rights
Center & Museum
Greensboro 

On Feb. 1, 1960, four North Carolina 
A&T State University freshmen sat down 
at the "whites only" lunch counter and 
ignited America's sit-in movement. 
Their courage is celebrated at the 
International Civil Rights Center & 
Museum, where the original lunch 
counter and stools are displayed. The 

museum features educational exhibits, a 
gallery, auditorium and archival center. 
336-274-9199, ext. 100
sitinmovement.org

North Carolina Museum
of Natural Sciences
Raleigh

The main campus of the North 
Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 
in downtown Raleigh comprises the 
Nature Exploration Center and the 
Nature Research Center. Both buildings 
are filled with dioramas, theaters and 
interactive experiences, including 
Acro, the only real Acrocanthosaurus 
skeleton on display in the world and 
a 10,000-gallon aquarium. Capital 
Area Visitor Services schedules and 
coordinates tours of the museum. 
919-814-6950 • naturalsciences.org

Carolina Raptor Center
Huntersville

With more than 30 species of raptors, 
including eagles, hawks, owls and 

falcons, Carolina Raptor Center offers 
environmental education opportunities 
for visitors of all ages. The center is 
located on 57 acres inside Latta Nature 
Preserve. Groups can walk the ¾-mile 
Raptor Trail, go nose-to-beak during 
a Raptor Encounter or enjoy special 
programs.
704-875-6521
carolinaraptorcenter.org

Historic Brookstown Inn 
Winston-Salem

The 70-room Historic Brookstown 
Inn, housed in the former Salem 
Manufacturing Company building, has 
been in operation since 1837. The 
hotel’s grand ceilings, original wooden 
beams, exposed brick and pine wood 
floors add to the property’s charm. Meet 
the resident cat, Sally; participate in the 
wine and cheese reception, snack on 
fresh-baked cookies before bedtime and 
wake up to a hot breakfast. 
336-725-1120 • brookstowninn.com

Andy Griffith statue, Mount Airy

VisitNC.com
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Piedmont

NASCAR Hall of Fame
Charlotte

The high-tech NASCAR Hall of Fame 
honors the history and heritage 
of NASCAR through interactive 
entertainment. Encompassing 150,000 
square feet, 40,000 of which is exhibit 
space, NASCAR Hall of Fame is home 
to artifacts, hands-on exhibits, the Hall of 
Honor and a 275-person, state-of-the-art 
theater. 
704-654-4437 • nascarhall.com

World’s Largest Chest
of Drawers
High Point

Gather the group for a photo op at 
the World’s Largest Chest of Drawers, 
which stands 36 feet tall. Originally built 
in 1925 to draw attention to the city’s 
burgeoning furniture manufacturing 
industry, the chest has since been 
restored as a representation of a 
modern bureau. The third drawer is 
open slightly, showing off two pairs of 
gigantic, 6-foot long socks.
High Point Convention 
& Visitors Bureau  
800-720-5255 • highpoint.org

Cedarock Historical Farm 
Burlington

History buffs travel back in time to Cedarock Historical Farm. Groups can get a 
firsthand look at what farm life was like back in the 19th century as they tour original 
buildings. The homestead includes farm animals, antique and replica farm equipment, 
and an original cabin, two-story house, smokehouse, corn crib, post office, outhouse, 
barn and carriage shed.
Alamance County Visitors Bureau • 800-637-3804 • visitalamance.com

North Carolina Museum of Art
Raleigh 

As one of the premier art museums 
of the Southeast, North Carolina 
Museum of Art (NCMA) has a collection 
that spans more than 5,000 years. 
Groups can explore the museum’s two 
buildings and the 164-acre Ann and 
Jim Goodnight Museum Park. A variety 
of guided museum tours are available, 
including a highlights tour, special 
exhibition tour and park tour. 
919-839-6262 • ncartmuseum.org

Clockwise from top: High Point Convention & Visitors Bureau, VisitNC.com (2), Alamance County Visitors Bureau
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On 
Location

erving as the set for hundreds of 
beloved movies and TV shows, 
North Carolina was once referred to 

as the Hollywood of the East Coast. Groups can 
now see the backdrops of famous roles; attend 
events that pay homage to classics; and get the 
inside scoop on where celebrities ate, stayed 
and played.  

Dirty Dancing
The film industry’s most iconic dance lift was 
filmed in Lake Lure, and groups can relive the 
nostalgic moment with a lakeside screening at 
The Dirty Dancing Festival. Attendees carry a 
watermelon, learn dance steps and can attempt 
the famous lift. This year, the festival is Sept. 
13–14. 

Forrest Gump
Several of the iconic running scenes from the 
1994 Academy Best Picture, Forrest Gump, 
were filmed near Asheville. As Forrest rounds the 
bend on Grandfather Mountain along U.S. Route 
221 near Linville, he begins to realize he has 
company. The bend is now signposted Forrest 
Gump Curve. 

One Tree Hill
Between 2003 and 2012, 288 episodes making 
up over nine seasons of One Tree Hill were 
filmed in the Wilmington area. Re-create the 
epic scenes at Port City Java, The Dixie Grill, 
Graystone Inn, St. James Episcopal Church and 
New Hanover County Courthouse. Black Cat 
Shoppe served as the CD store where Chris 
worked. 

The Hunger Games
The road to Panem starts in North Carolina, 
where the first movie based on the best-selling 
book trilogy was filmed. Henry River Mill Village 
in Hildebran was Katniss’ home of District 12, 
and the iconic scene where Katniss and Peeta 
finally reunite was filmed at Triple Falls in Dupont 
State Forest. 

Safe Haven
A romantic thriller adapted from the Nicholas 
Sparks novel, Safe Haven had filming locations 
near the Wilmington Convention Center and 
Carolina Apartments on Market Street in 
Wilmington. Several Southport storefronts and 
restaurants made their way into the movie, as 
well as hosted cast and crew.

S

Clockwise from left: Bill Russ/VisitNC.com, VisitNC.com (2)

Famous 
footsteps

Join a “director” on 
a 90-minute movie 
and TV extravaganza: 
Hollywood Location 
Walk in downtown 
Wilmington. This 
experience is “guest 
specific,” meaning 
each tour is based 
on films the group is 
interested in. 
910-794-1866 
hauntedwilmington.        
com

Scope out the big screen’s fictitious spots 

Dirty Dancing Festival lift, Lake Lure Harbor at Southport

Hunger Game Houses, 
Henry River Mill Village



Mountains
Adventure is calling

f there’s one thing North Carolina 
is known for, it’s natural beauty. 
With jaw-dropping vistas, lush 
mountaintops and rushing waterfalls, 
this state begs to be explored. 
    Two major mountain ranges 
carve through North Carolina’s 
terrain: the Great Smoky Mountains 
and Blue Ridge Mountains. And 
with these towering mountains 
comes heart-pumping adventure 

— think hiking, zip lining, biking, 
skiing, snowboarding, camping and 
waterfall chasing.
    The mountain region isn’t just 
famous for its tall peaks and winding 
rivers, but for its major craft beer 
scene, in addition to vibrant arts and 
farm-fresh dining.
    Pack the hiking boots and 
head into North Carolina’s natural 
wonders; adventure is waiting.

I 

From left: VisitNC.com, iStock
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Asheville is a four-time winner of the annual 
Beer City USA poll. This designation got the 
attention of Sierra Nevada and New Belgium 
Brewing, both of which have established East 
Coast homes in the area

Franklin’s gem mining heritage 
started almost 150 years ago, 
making it the “Gem Capital of 
the World.” 

On tapDig it

Haywood County has the highest 
average elevation of any county in 
the East.

Altitude adjustment
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Haywood County

At a glance

ather in Haywood County to Visit the North Carolina Smokies — home 
to several quaint mountain towns like Maggie Valley, Waynesville, 
Lake Junaluska, Canton and Clyde. Haywood County features natural 
attractions like the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and Blue Ridge 

Parkway with jaw-dropping wildlife, hiking and long-range mountain views. 

Visit NC Smokies • 800-334-9036 • visitncsmokies.com 

SHOP
Main Street in Downtown 
Waynesville is the perfect place 
for groups to unwind. On their own, 
they can learn from local artists, 
shop for antiques, visit a general 
store and have the full farm-to-table 
experience at one of many local 
restaurants. 
828-456-3517 
downtownwaynesville.com

TOUR 
Elevated Mountain Distilling Co. is 
perfect for groups wanting to learn 
about the history of moonshine in 
Maggie Valley. Elevate the experience 
by tasting some of the finest craft spirits 
made with the purest water found right 

in Haywood County. The Peach Pie 
Moonshine is a must-taste.  
828-944-0766 • elevatedmountain.com

EXPLORE
The Blue Ridge Parkway follows the 
southern border of Haywood County for 
46 scenic miles. Known as “America’s 
Favorite Drive,” groups can visit places 
like WaterRock Knob, Devil’s Courthouse 
and Graveyard Fields to see a waterfall, 
take a short hike or talk with a ranger. 
828-670-1924 • blueridgeparkway.org

G
Ben Wilder

Tourism Development Manager
Visit NC Smokies

  It’s heartwarming to know 
that groups will have an 
authentic experience while 
visiting Haywood County. It’s 
truly remarkable to hear an elk 
bugle for the first time or see a 
mountaintop sunset. 

“

”

Visit NC Smokies

Downtown Waynesville
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Maggie Valley  •  Waynesville
Lake Junaluska  •  Canton  •  Clyde

Mountains

Biltmore
Asheville

As America’s largest home, Biltmore 
shares an impressive history in North 
Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains. 
George Vanderbilt’s Biltmore House 
and Gardens were completed in 1895, 
boasting 250 rooms and over 178,000 
square feet of space, all sitting on 
8,000 acres. Almost all of the objects 
in the home are from George and 
Edith Vanderbilt’s original collection. 
Groups can explore the historic home 
and gardens on a guided tour, or even 
an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour.
800-411-3812 • biltmore.com

Sky Valley Zip Tours
Blowing Rock

Experience North Carolina’s High 
Country from 300 feet above the 
ground with Sky Valley Zip Tours. 
Sky Valley offers over 140 acres for 
groups to explore the great outdoors, 
from ATV rides and cliff jumping to 
10 different zip lines and a swinging 
bridge. Groups can turn up the thrills 
with a night zip under the stars, which 
includes a cliff jump at the end.
855-475-9947 • skyvalleyziptours.com

Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad
Bryson City

Explore North Carolina’s beautiful 
valleys and towering mountains on 
a ride with Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad. With two tunnels, 25 bridges 
and 53 miles of track, groups will have 
a memorable and exciting adventure 
navigating remote corners of the state. 
The Nantahala Gorge Excursion takes 
groups 44 miles to the Nantahala 
Gorge and back, crossing the Little 
Tennessee and Nantahala rivers, and 
Fontana Lake. On the Tuckasegee 
River Excursion, groups will go on a 
32-mile round trip through old railroad 
towns and scenic meadows.
800-872-4681, ext. 3 • gsmr.com

Flat Rock Playhouse
Flat Rock

Officially designated as The State 
Theatre of North Carolina, Flat Rock 
Playhouse presents a lively lineup 
of Broadway musicals, drama, 
comedy and concerts. In addition 
to performances, Flat Rock offers 
year-round classes and workshops 
for both students and adults. Flat 
Rock Playhouse has two locations: 
Playhouse Mainstage in Flat Rock 
and Playhouse Downtown in 
Hendersonville. 
828-693-0733 • flatrockplayhouse.org

Museum of the Cherokee Indian
Cherokee

Groups can experience the history, 
culture and detailed stories of the 
Cherokee People through exhibits, 
digital films, photographs and 
holographs. The museum provides 
groups with a full sensory experience, 
workshops and performances.       
828-497-3481 • cherokeemuseum.org

Clockwise from top: Biltmore Estate, Sky Valley Zip Tours, Bill Russ/VisitNC.com

Biltmore House
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Mark your
Calendar

rom January to December — and from the 
mountains to the coast — groups encounter a 
variety of fun-filled events in North Carolina. 

North Carolina Pickle Festival, Mount Olive
April 13, 2019
 Some 40,000 visitors come to the historic downtown for 
pickle-flavored foods and events that include a pickle eating 
contest, the pickle packing production challenge and the Tour 
de Pickle bike ride. Mount Olive is the home of Mt. Olive Pickle 
Company, and the festival salutes the “dill-lightful” relationship 
between town and company.
919-658-3113 • ncpicklefest.org

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, Linville
July 11–14, 2019
 Join the gathering of Scottish clans at the 64th annual 
event. Boasting bagpipes, Scottish athletics, Highland melodies, 
Celtic cuisine, crafts aplenty and tons of tartans, the games 
hearken back to the rich cultural traditions of Scotland in a 
setting not so different from that country’s mountains and glens.
828-733-1333 • gmhg.org

Mayberry Days, Mount Airy
Sept. 23–29, 2019
 The Surry Arts Council presents the 30th annual Mayberry 
Days. Mount Airy was Andy Griffith’s childhood home and 

the inspiration for Mayberry in TV’s The Andy Griffith Show. 
Festivities include a parade, golf tournament, Andy Griffith 
trivia contests, screenings of show episodes and live musical 
entertainment. The council assists groups interested in 
attending. 
336-786-7998 • surryarts.org/mayberrydays

North Carolina Seafood Festival, Morehead City
Oct. 4–6, 2019
 While the festival was canceled in 2018 due to Hurricane 
Florence, organizers say this year’s festival will be better and 
stronger than ever before. Known as the event where seafood 
and sea-fun meet, festival-goers enjoy the best seafood North 
Carolina has to offer, listen to music, and shop for arts and 
crafts.
252-726-6273 • ncseafoodfestival.org

Christmas at Biltmore, Asheville
Nov. 8, 2019–Jan. 5, 2020
 Every year, Biltmore transforms into an unforgettable 
yuletide tour destination. This holiday tradition goes back more 
than 120 years. Elegant decor brings Christmas to every room 
in Biltmore House, with dozens of trees, thousands of lights and 
miles of garland setting the scene for special holiday memories.
800-211-9805 • biltmore.com

F

Clockwise from left: VisitNC.com (2), North Carolina Pickle Festival

Celebrate all year in North Carolina

Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games, 
Linville

North Carolina Pickle 
Festival, Mount OliveGrandfather Mountain Highland Games, Linville
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Cultural
Discoveries

 orth Carolina’s cultural landscape 
varies as much as its actual 
landscape.
      North Carolina is where 

groups connect with potters in the country’s 
largest pottery community and visit its oldest 
folk school. This is the state where outdoor 
drama was born and shines. Under summer 
skies, witness everything from the story of 
America’s first unsolved mystery to the triumph 
and tribulation of the Cherokees.
 North Carolina is where groups go to 
experience the Gilded Age grandeur of George 
Vanderbilt’s Biltmore House and Gardens. 

It is where groups find authentic adventures by 
following the North Carolina Arts Council’s arts 
tourism trails. 
 Listen while traveling on the African 
American Music Trails and the Blue Ridge Music 
Trails. Gov. Roy Cooper has proclaimed 2019 
“The Year of Music” to recognize the state’s 
influence on America’s most important musical 
genres and to celebrate, support and sustain its 
music heritage. 
 Learn the history of the Cherokee people on 
the Cherokee Heritage Trails. Explore the Tar Heel 
State while reading literature written by its finest 
writers on the Literary Trails of North Carolina.

N

Creativity prompts exploration

VisitNC.com

Fun arts &
culture stops

North Carolina 
Pottery Center
Located in Seagrove, 
the center presents 
the beauty and stories 
behind the state’s 
world-class clay 
culture.

Earl Scruggs Center
Head to Shelby, 
pick up a banjo in 
the center’s “Banjo 
Petting Zoo” and have 
some fun.

Mint Museum
Located in what was 
the original branch 
of the United States 
Mint, Mint Museum 
Randolph opened 
in 1936 in Charlotte 
as North Carolina’s 
first art museum. 
Mint Museum 
Uptown houses 
an internationally 
renowned Craft + 
Design collection 
and American, 
contemporary and 
European art.

Vollis Simpson 
Whirligig Park
Check out Simpson’s 
monumental, fanciful, 
wind-driven creations 
— popularly called 
whirligigs — in Wilson.

Old Salem Museums 
& Gardens
Participate in hands-
on activities that 
re-create Moravian 
crafts at the museum 
in Winston-Salem and 
witness historic trades 
performed by talented 
craftsmen.

Biltmore Estate
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For Details and Group Itineraries,  
Contact Kay Calzolari, CTIS
Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com

866.728.4200

Southern Cuisine • Living History • Winery Tours 
Vibrant Arts • A Forbes Top 10 Best Downtown • 5,000 Hotel Rooms
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