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Dive into 
the past

ozens of historic sites 
throughout North Carolina help 
tell the collective story of the 

people and places of the past. Groups 
have ample opportunity to immerse in 
the state’s historic narrative to help them 
understand the world today.

“Visitors can expect to interact with 
landscapes, artifacts and buildings that 
bore witness to incredible moments,” 
said Michelle Lanier, director of N.C. 
Division of State Historic Sites. “You can 
really get the depth and breadth of the 
story of the country in North Carolina.” 

North Carolina Historic Sites is 
a program of 27 notable locations 
stretching from the coast to the 
mountains, that tell stories ranging from 
Native American settlement to the state’s 
role in WWII. Sites span from 13,000 
years old all the way to the 20th century. 

Lanier hopes visitors can see as 
many sites as possible while in North 
Carolina. 

“Each site is truly a star and 
it’s best to see them together as a 
constellation,” she said. “Our ideal 
reality is for visitors to visit not only as 
many sites as possible, but to visit the 
same sites in different seasons to get a 
true understanding of North Carolina.”

North Carolina Historic Sites 
focuses on sharing history from a variety 
of perspectives. Historic themes and 
topics found throughout the sites include 
Native American life, colonial America, 
Civil War battlefields, the discovery of 
Bright Leaf Tobacco, the Underground 
Railroad, African American music, the 
first flight, and transportation and military 
heritage, among others. 

“All of us have the opportunity to 
lean in and bear witness to the past, 
Lanier said. “Our sites offer a powerful 
experience that should be shared.” n

North Carolina Historic Sites
historicsites.nc.gov

D

North Carolina’s historic sites tell powerful stories 

Bennett Place, Durham

Town Creek Indian Mound, Mt. Gilead
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North Carolina
Transportation Museum 
Spencer

Explore four exhibit buildings that 
represent the remaining structures 
of Southern Railroad’s largest 
stream locomotive repair facility 
on the East Coast. The museum 
includes aviation and automobile 
exhibits, as well as steam and 
diesel locomotives and rail cars. 
Train rides also are available. 

Charlotte Hawkins
Brown Museum
Gibsonville

The Palmer Memorial Institute was 
founded by Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown 
in 1902 as a place for boys and girls to 
live and learn in the 20th century. The 
museum links Dr. Brown and the institute 
to the larger themes of African American 
history, women’s history, social history, 
and education, emphasizing African 
Americans’ contributions in North 
Carolina. Guided tours are available.

Sample the sites
Add these North Carolina Historic Sites to 
upcoming itineraries. For the full list of sites, visit 
historicsites.nc.gov.  

Fort Dobbs State Historic Site
Statesville 

Fort Dobbs is the only state historic site 
associated with the period in history 
known as the French and Indian War. 
Groups can view the original site of 
Fort Dobbs, browse exhibits in the 
Visitor Center and walk along the 
nature trail. 

North Carolina State Capitol
Raleigh 

Groups can tour the National 
Historic Landmark building to learn 
about state government, citizenship, 
and the history of North Carolina 
and its capital city. The North 
Carolina State Capitol has been 
active since it opened in 1840. 
Tours of the Greek-revival style 
building can be arranged through 
Capital Area Visitor Services.

Clockwise from top: Bill Russ/VisitNC.com, VisitNC.com (2), iStock

North Carolina State Capitol, Raleigh

North Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer

North Carolina State Capitol, Raleigh

Reenactment, Fort Dobbs State
Historic Site, Statesville
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Mountains
Biltmore
Asheville

As America’s largest home, Biltmore 
shares an impressive history in North 
Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains. 
George Vanderbilt’s Biltmore House 
and gardens were completed in 1895, 
boasting 250 rooms and over 178,000 
square feet of space, all sitting on 
8,000 acres. Almost all of the objects 
in the home are from George and Edith 
Vanderbilt’s original collection. Groups 
can explore the historic home and 
gardens on a guided tour, or even an 
exclusive behind-the-scenes tour. 
800-411-3812 • biltmore.com

Elevated Mountain Distilling Co.
Maggie Valley

Perfect for groups wanting to learn 
about the history of moonshine in 
Maggie Valley, Elevated Mountain 
Distilling Co. is a modern distillery that 
echoes Smoky Mountain traditions. 
Elevate the experience by tasting 
some of the finest craft spirits made 
with the purest water found right there 
in Haywood County. The Peach Pie 
Moonshine is a must-taste.
828-944-0766 • elevatedmountain.com

Tweetsie Railroad
Blowing Rock

Find an activity for everyone’s speed at Tweetsie Railroad. The theme park has thrill 
rides — like the Tweetsie Twister — and peaceful excursions, including a carousel 
and Ferris wheel. Take a ride through the mountains on one of Tweetsie’s narrow-
gauge steam locomotives or see the Tweetsie Railroad Can-Can Dancers at a live 
entertainment venue on location.
800-526-5740 • tweetsie.com

From top: iStock, Biltmore Estate, Visit NC Smokies, Tweetsie Railroad

Grandfather Vineyard
Banner Elk

Situated near Grandfather Mountain with 
the Watauga River flowing through the 
property, Grandfather Vineyard is the 
perfect place to relax with a glass of 
wine in hand. The vineyard is comprised 
of 5 acres of grape vines, hosting 10 
to 12 different varietals. Choose from 
one of four tasting options in the Tasting 
Room, then stop by the Eleven80 Eatery 
food truck located on the property to try 
eclectic American cuisine.
828-963-2400
grandfathervineyard.com
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• 800-334-9036

Mountains

Endless River Adventures
Bryson City

Combining outdoor excursions, kayaking, 
rafting and fly fishing, Endless River 
Adventures provides thrilling trips for 
groups on either the Nantahala, Ocoee, 
Cheoah or Chattooga rivers. Choose 
from a variety of whitewater rafting 
classes or take a workshop to improve 
the group’s kayaking skills. Endless River 
Adventures staff can help groups create 
an itinerary, including lodging and dining 
recommendations.
800-224-7238
endlessriveradventures.com

Creative Mountain Food Tours
Black Mountain

Catering to foodies and history lovers alike, Creative Mountain Food Tours offers a variety 
of tours set to please every palate. On a two- to three-hour guided walking tour, groups 
will visit at least five local eateries and chat with chefs, owners and staff members. Take 
the Ultimate Foodie Tour, Pub and Grub Crawl or the Dessert Tour. Groups also have the 
option to help create a custom tour.
828-357-7089 • creativemountainfoodtours.com

Endless River Adventures
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Cleveland County
Emily Epley

Director
Cleveland County
Travel and Tourism

   One of my favorite things about 
having groups here is hearing 
how excited they are about the 
discoveries they made while 
visiting! Cleveland County truly is 
an undiscovered gem. Located 
between Charlotte and Asheville 
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, our rich musical 
and cultural heritage, unique 
architecture, award-winning 
attractions and restaurants make 
this a great destination for a few 
hours or a few days. In addition to 
wonderful attractions, when you 
visit, you immediately know you 
are a welcome guest!

“

”

SAVOR
With ingredients sourced from all over 
North Carolina, Newgrass Brewing 
Co. in Shelby delivers artisan-crafted 
beers and exceptional dishes in a fresh 
environment. Experience great music 
at the brewery’s live music venue 
and explore the outdoor beer garden. 
Groups can visit the tasting room — 
once Hudson’s Department Store — to 
try delicious beers on tap and view 
beautifully repurposed wood.
704-937-1280 • newgrassbrewing.com

EXPLORE
See beautiful and historic architecture 
on one of the Historic District Walking 
Tours in Shelby. Visit sites dating back to 
the 19th century, like the Hotel Charles/
Bank Building and the Webbley House. 
The Historic District also houses the City 
Park Carrousel, constructed in 1919. 
The carrousel features 29 original horses 
restored for use and a working authentic 
Carrousel Band Organ.
704-484-4804 • tourclevelandcounty.com

SEE
Born in Cleveland County, Earl Scruggs 
popularized a three-finger banjo 
picking style now known as “Scruggs 
style.” Today, the Earl Scruggs Center 
in Shelby highlights the bluegrass 
legend through permanent and rotating 
exhibits. Groups can also enjoy live 
bluegrass music and local barbeque in 
the Great Hall of the center.
704-487-6233 • earlscruggscenter.org

VISIT
Located in Kings Mountain, the Southern 
Arts Society was founded in 1984 by 
local artists wanting to provide public 
training in the visual arts. Groups can 
view rotating exhibits showcasing 
everything from oil to photography 
and jewelry to pottery. Take one of the 
educational programs, including the 
Colored Pencil Group or the Shutterlight 
Photo Group.
704-739-5585 • southernartssociety.org

Cleveland County Travel and Tourism  • 704-484-4804 • tourclevelandcounty.com

Slow down and enjoy exceptional music,
Southern cuisine and historical gems.

From top: iStock, Cleveland County Travel and Tourism, Newgrass Brewing Co. 

At a glance

Newgrass Brewing Co., Shelby 

Earl Scruggs Center, Shelby
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Blue Ridge Music Trails
Blue Ridge Mountains 

Groups can find centers featuring 
music traditions that have heavily 
influenced the Blue Ridge Mountain 
region. Experience authentic bluegrass, 
country, square dancing, and Cherokee 
music and dance in 29 counties across 
Western North Carolina. Visit the Blue 
Ridge Music Trails website to view an 
interactive map and calendar, providing 
upcoming events and various trail 
options. 
828-298-5330, ext. 3030
blueridgemusicnc.com

Turchin Center
for the Visual Arts
Boone

The Turchin Center for the Visual Arts at 
Appalachian State University promotes 
interaction with the arts through its 
dynamic and gripping exhibitions. 
Groups can awe at two and three-
dimensional art, including a large 
outdoor sculpture. The collection’s 
inventory — beginning in 1975 — 
currently hosts over 1,700 objects.
828-262-3017 • tcva.appstate.edu

Canopy Ridge Farm Outdoor 
Adventure Park
Lake Lure

Family owned and -operated, Canopy 
Ridge Farm Outdoor Adventure Park 
boasts the beauty of North Carolina flora 
and fauna all in a 60-acre space. Groups 
can fly through the forest canopies on 
one of six zip lines, or drive across hills, 
logs and roots on a UTV. 
828-625-4500 • canopyridgefarm.com

Blue Ridge Hiking Company
Asheville

Founded in 2008 by National Geographic 
Adventurer of the Year Jennifer Pharr 
Davis, Blue Ridge Hiking Company 
helps everyone — especially women 
— find joy and empowerment in time 
spent outdoors on trails. The company 
offers day and overnight hikes and 
backbacking trips, as well as customized 
itineraries for the Asheville Area. 
828-713-5451 • blueridgehikingco.com

Mountains

From top: VisitNC.com, Blue Ridge Hiking Company
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Piedmont 

Billy Graham Library
Charlotte 

Discover the life and legacy of America’s 
pastor, Billy Graham, at the library 
bearing his name, located just miles 
from where he grew up. Groups retrace 
the evangelist’s journey through films, 
photos, memorabilia and exhibits. Other 
highlights include the Graham Family 
Homeplace, Graham’s personal book 
collection, The Graham Brothers Dairy 
Bar, a prayer garden and a gift shop. 
704-401-3270
billygrahamlibrary.org

Old Salem Museums & Gardens
Winston-Salem

One of America’s most authentic colonial 
sites, Old Salem Museums & Gardens 
preserves the 1766 Moravian settlement 
with more than 100 restored buildings 
and costumed interpreters. Groups 
can enjoy themed tours, including the 
story of Hidden Town (African-American 
heritage), historic architecture, hands-on 
hearth cooking, or Moravian gardening 
techniques and seed-saving methods. 
800-441-5305 • oldsalem.org

From top: iStock, VisitNC.com (2) 
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING
DIFFERENT FOR YOUR NEXT
GROUP GETAWAY?
Set your sights on  Alamance County.

From history buffs who love to retrace

events of the past to thrill seekers

who want to navigate the Haw River,

there’s something to excite everyone.

Marvel at the art deco beauty of the

Paramount Theater. Shop ‘til you drop

at our outlet stores, shopping centers

and local boutiques. Tee up at one of

our beautiful golf courses. Whether

you’re planning a day trip, a weekend

excursion or a longer vacation, you’ll

find small surprises throughout

Alamance County. Best of all, we’ll do

the leg work for you. Tell us what you’re

looking for and we’ll help you plan the

perfect outing. It’s personal service you

won’t get in bigger cities.

Told you we’re full of surprises.

Alamance_NCPlanningGuide_TheaterAd2_FullPg_8.375x10.75.indd   1 12/19/19   4:59 PM

Cabarrus County
Donna Carpenter
President & CEO

Cabarrus County Convention
& Visitors Bureau

   Tour America’s first distillery 
located inside a former prison. 
Be dazzled by 4 million holiday 
lights inside a legendary 
speedway. Explore 88,000 
square feet of treasure under one 
roof, and score deals at North 
Carolina’s largest outlet and 
value retail shopping center. We 
can’t wait to welcome your crew 
to Cabarrus County!

“

”

SIP
Built in 1929, Southern Grace Distilleries 
sits in a storied location that is now home 
to America’s first distillery inside a former 
prison. Take a Behind Bars Tour to learn 
about the site’s history, see the distilling 
process in action and tour the barrel 
house. End the experience in the former 
mess hall, which now serves as the gift 
shop, and sample some award-winning 
spirits. 
704-622-6413
southerngracedistilleries.com

SHOP
Concord Mills is North Carolina’s largest 
outlet and value retail shopping attraction 
with more than 200 stores, plus great 
dining and entertainment options under 
one roof, including Polo Ralph Lauren 
Factory Store, Bass Pro Shops Outdoor 
World, LEGO, SEA LIFE Aquarium, 
Kate Spade New York, Michael Kors 
Outlet and more. With recent interior 
renovations complete, Concord Mills now 
features several new stores, a refreshed 
dining pavilion and added amenities. 
704-979-5000
simon.com/mall/concord-mills

RACE
Charlotte Motor Speedway is a 
legendary speedway hosting everything 
from NASCAR races and classic 
car shows to the largest holiday 
lights extravaganza in the Southeast. 
During the holidays, America’s Home 
for Racing transforms into a winter 
wonderland for Speedway Christmas, 
a tradition featuring 4 million lights, a 
Christmas Village and drive-in movies. 
800-455-3267
charlottemotorspeedway.com

BROWSE
As the largest antique mall in the South, 
The Depot at Gibson Mill boasts over 
750 unique booths and endless aisles of 
one-of-a-kind finds. It’s also home to The 
Fabric Center, which means groups can 
easily fill an entire day browsing. Enjoy 
ample parking for motorcoaches and 
refuel on-site at Ellie’s Diner. Along with 
antiquing, shoppers will discover local 
boutiques and independent restaurants 
in nearby historic downtown Concord. 
704-787-9351 • depotgibsonmill.com

Cabarrus County Convention & Visitors Bureau • 704-782-4340 • visitcabarrus.com

Visit the place where racing lives. 

Courtesy of VisitCabarrus.com

At a glance

The Depot at Gibson Mill, Concord

Southern Grace Distilleries, Mount Pleasant
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT FOR YOUR NEXT 
GROUP GETAWAY?
Set your sights on  Alamance County. 

From history buffs who love to retrace 

events of the past to thrill seekers 

who want to navigate the Haw River, 

there’s something to excite everyone. 

Marvel at the art deco beauty of the 

Paramount Theater. Shop ‘til you drop 

at our outlet stores, shopping centers 

and local boutiques. Tee up at one of 

our beautiful golf courses.  Whether 

you’re planning a day trip, a weekend 

excursion or a longer vacation, you’ll 

find small surprises throughout 

Alamance County. Best of all, we’ll do 

the leg work for you. Tell us what you’re 

looking for and we’ll help you plan the 

perfect outing. It’s personal service you 

won’t get in bigger cities.

Told you we’re full of surprises.

Alamance_NCPlanningGuide_TheaterAd2_FullPg_8.375x10.75.indd   1 12/19/19   4:59 PM
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    Your 
Heart’s AdventureAwaits!

HONC Logo Version 1  •  ©2019 Manor House Graphics

For Group Tour Info Contact
Amber Scarlett, Director of Tourism

800-626-2672
amber.scarlett@heartofnorthcarolina.com

HeartofNorthCarolina.com  

Piedmont

Airborne & Special Operations Museum
Fayetteville

One of the country’s most prestigious military museums, the Airborne & Special 
Operations Museum features hundreds of rare and significant artifacts, life-size 
dioramas, audio and visual displays, and a motion simulator. The museum honors 
and preserves the legendary feats of the airborne and special operations troops.
910-643-2787 • asomf.org

From top: Richard Childress Racing Museum, Fayetteville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

www.visithalifax.com

Tour North Carolina’s Newest Distillery

Photo Credit: Richard Holm of The Daily Herald

Take your group “behind the barrel” at Weldon Mills 
Distillery and learn about the distilling process.  Enjoy 
new and creative spirits just off I-95 on the banks of the 
Roanoke River including bourbon produced with 
North Carolina grown ingredients and America’s  rst 
rhubarb gin.

Richard Childress Racing Museum
Lexington

The Richard Childress Racing Museum takes guests through a journey that includes 
team owner Richard Childress’ earliest days as a NASCAR driver, the championship-
winning years with Dale Earnhardt and the No. 3 team, the evolution and success of 
the team after Earnhardt’s untimely passing, and Childress’ passion for the outdoors. 
The museum hosts the largest collection of No. 3 Goodwrench Chevrolets, including 
the 1998 Daytona 500-winning car.
336-731-3389 • rcrracing.com/rcr-museum
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www.visithalifax.com

Tour North Carolina’s Newest Distillery

Photo Credit: Richard Holm of The Daily Herald

Take your group “behind the barrel” at Weldon Mills 
Distillery and learn about the distilling process.  Enjoy 
new and creative spirits just off I-95 on the banks of the 
Roanoke River including bourbon produced with 
North Carolina grown ingredients and America’s  rst 
rhubarb gin.
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Amber Scarlett
Director of Tourism

Heart of North Carolina
Visitors Bureau

   From embracing your wild side 
at the North Carolina Zoo, need 
for speed at the Petty Museum, 
meeting the makers in Seagrove, 
to outdoor adventures, quirky 
museums and attractions, and 
farm-fresh escapes, the Heart of 
North Carolina offers unforgettable 
getaways for every kind of group. 
Home to the cities of Archdale, 
Asheboro, Randleman and Trinity; 
and the towns of Franklinville, 
Liberty, Ramseur, Seagrove and 
Staley, this area inspires once-in-a-
lifetime group trips year-round.

“

”

SEE
One of the largest attractions in the state, 
the North Carolina Zoo delivers fun for 
all groups. Considered an international 
leader in animal conservation, the 
zoo offers guests an unforgettable 
experience with exciting animal 
encounters and enchanting outdoor art. 
This is the world’s largest natural habitat 
wildlife park with 1,600 animals along 
a 5-mile walking trail, hiking trails and 
ropes courses. North American and 
African animals call the North Carolina 
Zoo home, with animals from Australia 
and Asia coming soon.
800-488-0444 • nczoo.org

DO
Seagrove is home to the nation’s largest 
community of working potters known 
worldwide. More than a mere collection 
of shops and galleries, Seagrove offers 
visitors an unprecedented experience to 
tour and meet more than 100 working 
potters in their studios. Pottery studios dot 
the rural highways, tucked among barns, 
cattle fields and country gas stations. 
discoverseagrove.com

TOUR
The first family of NASCAR — the Pettys 
— have won 10 NASCAR championships 
and more than 250 races. At Petty Family 
Attractions, explore the career of the 
King of NASCAR himself, Richard Petty, 
and success stories of this racing family 
including Lee, Kyle and Adam Petty, 
Thad Moffit and Dale Inman. The Petty 
Museum features cars, memorabilia and 
trophies as well as life-size recreations 
of the Petty family’s characters from 
Disney-Pixar’s Cars.
336-495-1143 • rpmuseum.com

DINE
Indulge in all the best the Heart of North 
Carolina offers with its dining and drinking 
scene. Take in the countryside at a 
seasonal pick-your-own farm at Millstone 
Creek Orchards, or experience one-of-a-
kind, down-home dining destinations at 
Magnolia 23 and The Table Farmhouse 
Bakery. Four Saints Brewing Company, 
the area’s very first brewery, features a 
seven-barrel brewhouse and taproom 
focusing on both traditional and inventive 
award-winning craft brews.

Heart of North Carolina Visitors Bureau • 800-626-2672 • heartofnorthcarolina.com

From top: iStock, Heart of North Carolina Visitors Bureau (2)

At a glance

Heart of North Carolina
Adventure awaits in North Carolina’s Piedmont.

North Carolina Zoo, Asheboro
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There’s nowhere else quite like the Billy Graham Library. The interactive Journey of Faith tour 
is a virtual trip through history for the whole family. See how God’s love changed millions 

as you experience inspiring videos, photo galleries, and memorabilia. Explore Billy Graham’s 
childhood home, stroll the peaceful Memorial Prayer Garden, relax over lunch and specialty 
coffees, or shop the Christian bookstore. An extraordinary journey starts here.

“This place is 
nothing short 
of amazing.”  

—LIBRARY GUEST

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00 • BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200 • Reservations required for groups of 10 
or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org or call 704-401-3270. • 4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina

A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
Franklin Graham, President

“All were astonished at the majesty of God.”  —LUKE 9:43, ESV

©
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GRAHAM FAMILY  
HOMEPLACE

EXHIBITS & 
MEMORABILIA ACTIVITIES FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY

Mooresville

At a glance

Cathy Carpenter
Director of Sales

Mooresville Convention
& Visitors Bureau    

   Adrenaline junkie? Horsepower 
fan? Nature lover? No matter 
what type of adventurer you and 
your groups are, with all there is 
to see and do in Mooresville, we 
know you will find your perfect 
selves here. Get back to nature 
with hiking, biking, kayaking and 
more at Lake Norman State Park. 
Or, be the ultimate racing fan at 
JR Motorsports, Team Penske 
and other racing shops. Get your 
pulse racing with karting action at 
the GoPro Motorplex or at the Cliff 
Hangers Climbing Gym.

“

”

SEE
Groups can see where world-renowned 
Team Penske cars are built — including 
NASCAR, Indy cars and the LeMans 
Series — at the Penske Racing Facility. 
Groups can tour the NASCAR garage, 
which has an elevated Fan Walk. Visitors 
can see multiple cars being built at the 
same time and the large haulers being 
loaded and unloaded, as well as visit the 
on-site gift shop. 
704-664-2300 • teampenske.com

EXPLORE
Lake Norman State Park, on the largest 
man-made lake in North Carolina, boasts 
one of the region’s more popular mountain 
biking networks, offering more than 30 
miles of single-track trail. Nearby is a 
125-yard-long swim beach and bathhouse
complex, as well as a boat ramp and
opportunities for fishing from spots along
park trails. A campground with 32 sites
and a group campground are available
during warm-weather months, and a
community building with kitchen facilities,
restrooms and fireplace can be rented for
group events year-round.
704-528-6350 • ncparks.gov

RACE
Modeled after a famous and historic kart 
track in Parma, Italy, GoPro Motorplex 
gives a nod to racing history while 
writing its own. Hear from the influential 
people who helped develop and create 
the vision for what the Motorplex has 
grown into today. GoPro Motorplex is an 
outdoor, 0.7-mile, 11-turn karting facility 
open year-round. GoPro Motorplex’s fleet 
of rental karts reaches speeds up to 55 
mph, delivering an advanced, exciting 
and high-adrenaline racing experience.
704-696-2926 • gopromotorplex.com

SHOP
More than a century ago, Downtown 
Mooresville wasn’t much bigger than 
a depot where cotton was unloaded 
from trains. Today, it’s the vibrant center 
of a thriving town, buzzing with unique 
boutiques, delectable dining, energetic 
entrepreneurs and heaps of Southern 
charm. Specialty shops feature everything 
from handcrafted jewelry, one-of-a-kind 
furniture and big-city fashion to antique 
collectibles and fine art. 
704-799-2400 • racecityusa.org

Mooresville CVB • 704-799-2400 • racecityusa.org

Fill an adrenaline fix in Race City USA.

Mooresville CVB

Team Penske Fan Walk
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There’s nowhere else quite like the Billy Graham Library. The interactive Journey of Faith tour 
is a virtual trip through history for the whole family. See how God’s love changed millions 

as you experience inspiring videos, photo galleries, and memorabilia. Explore Billy Graham’s 
childhood home, stroll the peaceful Memorial Prayer Garden, relax over lunch and specialty 
coffees, or shop the Christian bookstore. An extraordinary journey starts here. 

“This place is 
nothing short 
of amazing.”  

—LIBRARY GUEST

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–5:00 • BillyGrahamLibrary.org • 704-401-3200 • Reservations required for groups of 10 
or more; email LibraryTours@bgea.org or call 704-401-3270. • 4330 Westmont Drive • Charlotte, North Carolina

A ministry of Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  
Franklin Graham, President

“All were astonished at the majesty of God.”  —LUKE 9:43, ESV
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International Civil Rights Center & Museum
Greensboro 

On Feb. 1, 1960, four North Carolina A&T State University freshmen sat down 
at the “whites only” lunch counter and ignited America’s sit-in movement. 
Their courage is honored at the International Civil Rights Center & Museum, 
where the original lunch counter and stools are on display. The museum 
includes exhibits, a gallery, auditorium and an archival center. 
336-274-9199, ext. 100 • sitinmovement.org

Piedmont
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Animal Park at the Conservators Center
Burlington

Home to over 70 animals and over 21 species, the 
Animal Park at the Conservators Center focuses on 
public education and reconnects visitors with wildlife. 
On a guided tour of the park, groups will walk the 
three-quarter-mile path with an experienced tour 
guide and gain an understanding of each species’ 
ecological importance. Groups also get to know 
each animal’s individual personality and story.
888-650-1139 • animalparknc.org
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Sylvan Heights Bird Park
Scotland Neck

Visitors to Sylvan Heights Bird Park get up-close with over 2,000 waterfowl, parrots, 
toucans, flamingos and other exotic birds from around the world. The 18-acre facility 
features walk-through aviaries displaying birds from South America, North America, 
Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia. Guided walking tours provide an in-depth look at 
the park’s birds and exhibits and share more information about the park’s history. 
252-826-3186 • shwpark.com

Cape Hatteras
National Seashore 

Authorized by the United States Congress on Aug. 17, 1937, Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore encompasses more than 24,000 acres. Recreational activities include 
fishing, interpretive programs, hiking, watersports, wildlife viewing and beach 
recreation. The park maintains the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, Bodie Island Lighthouse 
and Ocracoke Lighthouse. The Cape Hatteras and Bodie Island lighthouses are open 
for climbing from April through Columbus Day every year.
252-473-2111 • nps.gov/caha

Roanoke Island Festival Park 
Manteo 

Explore the 25-acre historic site that tells 
the story of the lives of English settlers 
in 1585. Costumed interpreters are 
featured throughout the Settlement Site 
and the Elizabeth II ship to demonstrate 
how the first settlers lived, worked and 
played on Roanoke Island. For a hands-
on history lesson, visit the Adventure 
Museum and American Indian Town, 
which feature interactive exhibits.
252-475-1500 • roanokeisland.com
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Ghost of New Bern tours
New Bern

Learn about the hauntings of New 
Bern on a 90-minute, guided walking 
tour. Groups hear eerie tales of 
ghostly occurrences, including actual 
encounters during recent ghost walks. 
Tours cover the history, heritage, myths 
and legends of the old city and its 
buildings. Private group tours can be 
arranged to accommodate groups of 
any size; step-on services are available. 
252-635-1410 • hauntednewbern.com
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Duplin Winery
Rose Hill 

Spend an afternoon enjoying a tour and tasting at Duplin 
Winery. Tours consist of a visit to the state-of-the-art wine 
production facility, the largest on the East Coast. Groups see 
the crushing pad, the bottling line and the process behind 
Duplin’s wine production. During a tasting, guests enjoy 
samples of more than a dozen wines, including its award-
wining muscadine wines. Groups also can enjoy a meal at 
the on-site Bistro Restaurant.
800-774-9634 • duplinwinery.com

The Lost Colony Outdoor Drama
Manteo

As the nation’s longest-running symphonic drama, The Lost 
Colony is an outdoor drama produced by the Roanoke 
Island Historical Association for more than 80 years. 
Each summer, over 100 actors, technicians, designers 
and volunteers bring The Lost Colony to life at Manteo’s 
Waterside Theatre. With a stage three-times larger than most 
Broadway stages, the drama recounts the historical events 
leading to the disappearance of the first English colonists. 
Backstage Tours and group rates are available.
252-473-6000 • thelostcolony.org

The Birthplace
of Pepsi-Cola Store
New Bern 

Visit the actual site where Pepsi-Cola was first invented by 
Caleb Bradham in his pharmacy in 1898. The Birthplace 
of Pepsi-Cola Store shares the history of the inventor and 
the popular soft drink’s early days. Visitors can sip on a 
fountain Pepsi while browsing the store’s gifts and souvenirs. 
The store opened on the 100th anniversary of Pepsi-Cola 
in 1998; it is owned by the Minges Bottling Group out of 
Ayden, North Carolina. 
252-636-5898 • pepsistore.com
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Tryon Palace
New Bern

Participate in living, colonial history with interactive, multi-
person games and hands-on exhibits at Tryon Palace. 
This 18th-century Georgian-style home was built for Royal 
Governor William Tryon and his family. The building was 
reconstructed and reopened in 1959 after a fire destroyed 
the original palace in 1798. Roam the gardens and visit the 
kitchen to see how traditional colonial meals were made. 
252-639-3524
tryonpalace.org
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Crystal Coast 
Jim Browder 

Executive Director
Crystal Coast Tourism 
Development Authority 

 The incredible natural beauty 
of the Crystal Coast — located 
along North Carolina’s Southern 
Outer Banks — lends a multitude 
of distinctive, incomparable group 
tour amenities. Group tours 
are available on both land and 
sea to experience everything 
from our island’s wild horses, to 
Blackbeard’s treasures. Group 
activities and events are a year-
round experience on our coast; 
visit once and you are guaranteed 
to return!

“

”

UNWIND
At Cape Lookout National Seashore, 
escapists find a 56-mile stretch of 
undeveloped shimmering beaches 
with renowned shelling. Groups make 
their way to the island by private boat 
or ferry running from Harkers Island 
and Beaufort. Capt. George Aswald of 
Island Express Ferry Service is more 
than happy to dish most of his secrets 
on shelling during the ride. Nearby, 
Shackleford Banks is home to a herd 
of wild horses that have inhabited the 
beaches for more than 400 years.
252-728-2250 • nps.gov/calo

VISIT
Serving as the official repository for 
artifacts excavated from Blackbeard’s 
sunken flagship, the Queen Anne’s 
Revenge, North Carolina Maritime 
Museum in Beaufort features relics like 
cannons and grenades. The neighboring 
Harvey W. Watercraft Center carries on 
the rich, boat-building heritage and artistry 
of wooden boat building. Visitors revel as 
boats take shape, from frame to finished 
product. Travelers may even opt for a 
class to build their own wooden boat. 
252-504-7740
ncmaritimemuseumbeaufort.com

EXPLORE
Take an adventure with Crystal Coast 
Ecotours, which offers guided full-
day, half-day and two-hour customized 
excursions. Activities can include 
shelling, bird watching, dolphin 
watching, clamming, searching for sand 
dollars, wild horse watching, crabbing 
and snorkeling. 
252-808-3354
crystalcoastecotours.com

STAY
Opened in spring 2019, Beaufort Hotel is 
located minutes from Beaufort’s historic 
district. The boutique resort-style hotel 
is ideally situated along Taylor’s Creek 
— where it is not uncommon to see 
views of wild horses roaming freely on 
Carrot Island. The 133-room hotel boasts 
relaxed maritime elegance with coastal 
North Carolina decor and 10,000 square 
feet of flexible event space.
252-728-3000 • beauforthotelnc.com

Crystal Coast Tourism Development Authority • 252-726-8148 • crystalcoastnc.org

“North Carolina’s Gem” offers endless opportunities. 
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