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It’s no secret that Virginia is for lovers, but 

it can easily be said that Virginia loves groups, 

too. 

Flip through the pages of this inaugural 

issue of Group Tour Virginia and find both 

tour information and inspiration. 

Virginia boasts rich American history. 

There’s eclectic shopping, great cities and the 

wonder of the Atlantic seaboard. Virginia’s food, 

regional drink, arts and outdoor adventure are 

winners, too.  

While researching the guide, I caught up 

with Carol Torricelli, the director of domestic 

sales for Virginia Tourism. Torricelli helps group 

travel planners create lifelong memories for their 

clients in Virginia. 

“We enchant our travelers through spell-

binding stories, breathtaking vistas, mouth-

watering tastes and a symphony of sips and 

sounds to soothe all souls,” she said. 

At Group Tour Media, we can’t agree more. 

I invite you to dive into our first Group Tour 

Virginia guide and discover what’s waiting for 

your group in Virginia. 

Courtney Birchmeier

Editor of record

Group Tour VirginiaCourtney Birchmeier
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hether dancing to the rhythm 

of a music festival, attending a 

Shakespeare performance or brows-

ing fine art at a renowned museum, 

groups visiting Virginia don’t have to 

go far to find artistic expression.

In Virginia, music is like an old 

friend; it has deep roots in the state, 

with a rich history that spans many 

genres and decades. Virginia cel-

ebrates its musical heritage with 

festivals throughout the year includ-

ing American Music Festival, Bristol 

Rhythm and Roots Reunion, the Galax 

Old Fiddler’s Convention, FloydFest 

and the Richmond Folk Festival, to 

name a few.

And music is just the beginning. 

Virginia offers groups the chance to 

see different mediums of art through-

out the state in art studios and galler-

ies. Fine arts venues, theater perfor-

mances and dinner theater shows, 

cultural centers, dance studios, photo 

galleries and pottery studios are all 

itinerary options.

Embrace all the creativity Virginia 

has to offer at group-friendly stops 

dedicated to art in its many forms.

Immerse
in the arts 

The U.S. Army Band, Arlington
Photo: The U.S. Army Band

W

Taubman Museum of Art, Roanoke
Photo: Taubman Museum of Art
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DAY ONE
THURSDAY NIGHT

Arrive in the charming town of 
Abingdon. In the evening, visit Heart-
wood Artisan Center, tucked into Vir-
ginia’s mountains and home to music, 
crafts and food of the Crooked Road. 
Delight in Heartwood’s Thursday Night 
BBQ and Open Jam. Local musicians 
will entertain with a Pickin’ Porch as-
sortment of authentic, distinctive music 
from the area.

DAY TWO
FRIDAY 

After breakfast, venture to Galax 
where a local guide will take the group 
on a walking tour of the enchanting 
mountain town. Along the way, visit the 
Chestnut Creek School of The Arts and 
learn how to flat-foot dance and line 
dance with mountain flair. Enjoy a box 
lunch at the school.

Continue with a visit to Barr’s Fiddle 
Shop and see handmade and vintage 
banjos, fiddles and autoharps. Learn 
where the term “hillbillies” came from.

A short distance down the Crooked 
Road, stop at the Blue Ridge Music 
Center to enjoy the music of local per-
formers. Tour the world-class exhibition, 
which tells the compelling story of the 
region’s rich music heritage.

In the evening, enjoy down-home 
country cookin’ at the Galax Smoke-
house. The restaurant serves Texas-size 
portions of Memphis-style barbecue. 

After dinner, head to Rex Theatre for 
a Blue Ridge Backroads show. Blue-
grass and old-time bands share the 
music of the mountains with the group.

DAY THREE
SATURDAY 

Meet a local guide for a tour of 
Abingdon. Highlights include White’s 
Mill and The Country Store.

Visit the Holston Mountain Arts & 
Crafts Co-Op, which offers quality 
handmade crafts and art from the Ap-
palachian Mountains. 

Travel to Bristol and take a walking 
tour of the town before enjoying lunch 
at one of the local favorites. Tour the 
Birthplace of Country Music Museum, 
which showcases the significant role of 
Bristol in music history. 

Have dinner at the Burger Bar, a 
classic diner famously known as the 
last place Hank Williams, Sr. was seen 
alive. 

After dinner, it’s time to experience 
Carter Family Fold. The show takes 
place every Saturday evening and 
includes toe-tapping, old-time country 
and folk music.

DAY FOUR
SUNDAY

Depart for Patsy Cline’s hometown 
of Winchester. Have lunch in the His-
toric George Washington Hotel with a 
Patsy Cline singer. After lunch, tour the 
Patsy Cline Historic House. n

The Crooked Road is Virginia’s Heritage 
Music Trail, a driving route through the Ap-
palachian Mountains from the Blue Ridge to the 
Coalfields region, following U.S. Route 58. The 
trail connects major heritage music venues in 
the region.

 “A journey to and through the Crooked Road 
Music Trail is one of the most enchantingly won-
derful tours I have had the pleasure of research-
ing and producing in my 20 years as a tour 
operator,” said Kate Scopetti, president of Mid-
Atlantic Tours & Receptive Services. “The people 
are welcoming and friendly, not to mention 
musically talented. Here, music is a language, 
which is learned from birth, handed down from 
generation to generation and a key component 
of the delightful essence of the area.” 

Mid-Atlantic Tours & Receptive Services 
provided this itinerary.

Follow the
musical beat
of the 
crooked road

Abingdon Convention
& Visitors Bureau

276-676-2282
visitabingdonvirginia.com

Bristol Convention
and Visitors Bureau 

423-989-4850
discoverbristol.org

Mid-Atlantic Tours & 
Receptive Services 

800-769-5912
takeafuntrip.com

«

Wayne Henderson & Friends, 
Carter Family Fold, Hiltons
Photo: Jonathan Romeo for 
The Crooked Road

Dale Jett and Hello Stranger, 
Rex Theatre, Galax 
Photo: Jonathan Romeo for 
The Crooked Road

itinerary
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ELEGANTLY English CHARM IN STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
visitstaunton.com/english groupsales@americanshakespearecenter.com

With the world’s only  
re-creation of Shakespeare’s 
indoor theatre, an authentic 

English-style tearoom  
(scones and all), and no 

shortage of charming shops  
and unique antiques,  

Staunton checks every box for 
an elegantly English getaway  

— no passport needed.

Th
e 

ca
st

 o
f L

ov
e’s

 La
bo

ur
’s L

os
t. 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
in

ds
ey

 W
al

te
rs

.
Birthplace of
Country Music
Museum
Bristol 

For more than 90 years, the Birthplace 
of Country Music Museum has given 
guests the opportunity to experience 
everything country. The museum fea-
tures permanent and special exhibits that 
showcase the history of country music and 
tell the story of the 1927 Bristol Sessions 
recordings. Guided tours are offered for 
groups on two levels: an introductory tour 
and a one-hour tour, both of which include 
exploration time afterward.  

423-573-1927
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

Sandler Center
for the 
Performing Arts
Virginia Beach

The center provides an intimate experi-
ence for groups, with less than 100 feet 
standing between the stage and the 
furthest seat in the house. Take a step on 
the stage for a behind-the-scenes experi-
ence. The Sandler Center offers group 
tours that share the history and secrets of 
the theater. Groups hear the acoustics and 
see the amenities and architecture.

757-385-2541
sandlercenter.org

Staunton
Groups can fall in love with the works 

of William Shakespeare under their 
original staging conditions in Staunton. 
The stage, Blackfriars Playhouse, is 
the world’s only re-creation of Shake-
speare’s indoor theater — simple without 
elaborate sets or complex lighting. 

Hourlong playhouse tours take groups 
onstage, backstage, and under the 
stage to showcase American Shake-
speare Center’s history. The spring 
2018 season includes Macbeth, Sense 
& Sensibility, The Taming of the Shrew 
and Equivocation. 

877-682-4236
americanshakespearecenter.com

Virginia
Museum of
Contemporary
Art
Virginia Beach

The Virginia Museum of Contemporary 
Art, aka MOCA, offers regularly chang-
ing exhibitions that feature paintings, 
sculptures, photography, glass, video 
and other visual media. Hourlong guided 
tours, led by Gallery Teachers, promote 
conversation, stimulate ideas and enhance 
understanding of contemporary art. Tours 
can be tailored to meet the interests of the 
group. 

757-425-0000
virginiamoca.org

One can’t get a full understand-
ing of the origins of American music 
without experiencing it first where it 
was born in the beautiful mountains of 
Southwest Virginia. It’s the place were 
Appalachian music traditions took root 
and still thrive; from the Birthplace of 
Country Music in Bristol to the Carter 
Family Fold in Hiltons, and all across 
The Crooked Road, music is a living, 
breathing part of the region’s culture, 
authentic, rich and wondrous.

-LEAH ROSS, executive director, Birthplace of Country Music Museum

“
”

Leah Ross
Photo: Birthplace of Country Music

Immerse in the arts 

American Shakespeare Center

American Shakespeare Center, Staunton
Photo: Lindsey Walters 
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Garth Newel 
Music Center
Hot Springs

The Garth Newel Music Center presents 
more than 50 chamber music concerts 
year-round. The venue, located on 114 
acres in a former horse arena, allows 
groups to enjoy an intimate listening expe-
rience with the Garth Newel Piano Quartet. 
The center also hosts the Virginia Blues 
and Jazz Festival as well as performances 
by other blues, jazz and bluegrass artists. 
Groups can enjoy a post-performance 
meal with the performing musicians.

540-839-5018
garthnewel.org

Taubman Museum of Art
Roanoke

Located in the heart of downtown Roanoke, 
Taubman Museum of Art welcomes more 
than 80,000 visitors annually. Groups gain 
insight into artists’ intentions for their works 
as well as behind-the-scene tales. Artwork 
comes in various mediums, including: paint-
ings, sculptures and photographs. With 11 
galleries, the museum averages 15–20 ex-
hibits per year. Permanent collections include 
works from John Cage and Petah Coyne. 

540-342-5760
taubmanmuseum.org

Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts
Richmond

With a diverse collection, the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts has over 35,000 
pieces that span the cultures of the world. 
Guided tours are available for groups 
of 10–50 adults. Tour themes include 
African-American art, museum highlights, 
American art and decorative arts, among 
others. Group luncheons in the Marble Hall 
are available upon request. 

804-340-1575
vmfa.museum

The Muscarelle 
Museum of Art
Williamsburg

Located on the campus of The College 
of William & Mary at Lambertson Hall, the 
museum offers a great opportunity for art 
exploration. The museum has over 5,000 
pieces of art that span different cultural 
and historical time frames from private 
and personal collections around the world. 
Private, docent-led tours are available 
upon request. 

757-221-2700
muscarelle.org

Riverside Center
for the 
Performing Arts
Fredericksburg

Celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, 
Riverside Center for the Performing Arts 
offers groups a Broadway-quality produc-
tion and a three-course, waiter-served meal. 
Once seated in the theater, guests choose 
from four entrees, multiple sides and two 
desserts. Specialty tours and actor talk-
backs are available. 

540-370-4300, ext. 214
riversidedt.com

Immerse in the arts 

Taubman Museum of Art, Roanoke
Photo: Taubman Museum of Art

Garth Newel Music Center, Hot Springs
Photo: Jumping Rocks Photography

The Muscarelle Museum of Art, Williamsburg
Photo: The Muscarelle Museum of Art
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BOOK YOUR 2018 
GROUP TODAY!

TO LEARN MORE,  
CONTACT GROUP SALES:

703.255.1851
GROUPSALES@WOLFTRAP.ORG

MOTOWN  
THE MUSICAL

STRAIGHT  
NO CHASER

JAWS IN CONCERT
NATIONAL SYMPHONY  

ORCHESTRA

AND MANY MORE!
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co
m When in DC, don’t forget about the many 

FREE concerts, recitals, and military pageants 
presented year-round by the Army’s premier music 
organization. You’ll never forget the experience! 
See what’s on our calendar when you’re in DC at 
USARMYBAND.COM or call: 703.696.3718 and 
talk to a real person about the timing of your  visit. 
We look forward to entertaining you!

/usarmyband /usarmyband

H H H   from Washington, dc   H H H

The U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own”

The U.S.
Army Band
Arlington, Virginia; 
Washington, D.C. 

Since 1922, The United States Army 
Band “Pershing’s Own” has been 
committed to being a premier musical 
organization. With 10 ensembles, The 
United States Army Band has a variety 
of talented musicians and hosts perfor-
mances all over the world. Groups visiting 
the Washington, D.C. area can enjoy a 
free United States Army Band concert at 
multiple venues, including several at Joint 
Base Myer-Henderson Hall in Arlington. 

703-696-3718
usarmyband.com

Chrysler Museum
of Art
Norfolk

Housed in an Italianate-style structure 
facing the picturesque Hague Inlet 
of the Elizabeth River, the Chrysler 
Museum of Art is home to a collec-
tion of nearly 30,000 objects spanning 
5,000 years. The museum features art 
from artists like Ansel Adams, Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Pablo Picasso, Salvator Rosa 
and Frank Lloyd Wright. Across the 
street, the Chrysler Museum Glass Stu-
dio offers glassblowing demonstrations 
and workshops. 

757-664-6200
chrysler.org

Virginia
Opera
Norfolk, Fairfax, 
Richmond

A chorus, a cadenza, a duet and 
dynamic range — experience it all 
from the talent at Virginia Opera. 
Virginia Opera has three locations for 
groups: The Edythe C. and Stanley L. 
Harrison Opera House in Norfolk, the 
Dominion Arts Center in Fairfax, and 
the George Mason University’s Center 
for the Arts in Richmond. Tailored 
packages are available for groups of 
10 or more.

757-627-9545, ext. 3322
vaopera.org

As the only national park dedicated 
to presenting the performing arts, Wolf 
Trap offers a variety of options for 
groups. From May through September, 
the park’s amphitheaters present per-
formances, such as musicals, dance, 
opera, jazz and country music. Back-

stage tours, available October–April, 
take groups on stage and teach visitors 
how theaters run behind the scenes. 
Ranger-led programs are available 
year-round. 

703-255-1851
wolftrap.org

Wolf Trap National Park 
for the Performing Arts
Vienna

Harrison Opera House,
Virginia Opera, Norfolk Photo: Chrysler Museum of Art Photo: The U.S. Army Band

Photo: Cameron Davidson

Immerse in the arts 
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connect with
america’s
story

hen it comes to heritage and 

history, Virginia leads the way.

After all, the first permanent English 

settlement in America was established 

at Jamestown in 1607.

Add to that, Virginia dons the 

nickname “Mother of Presidents” — for 

good reason. The state has produced 

eight United States presidents, which 

is more than any other state. 

Groups seeking Civil War history 

will find it in Virginia. More than 2,000 

military events were recorded there 

during the War Between the States.

In 2019, the state will commemo-

rate the 400th anniversary of key 

historic events that occurred in Virginia 

in 1619 that continue to influence 

America today. The event “American 

Evolution: Virginia to America 1619–

2019” will include signature events 

and programs.

Virginia has more than its share of 

historic sites, exhibits, monuments and 

legendary personas. Gather the group 

and plan a history-themed itinerary. 

There’s no time like the present to 

experience Virginia’s past.

Interpreters, Colonial Williamsburg, 
Williamsburg
Photo: Colonial Williamsburg

W

Virginia Museum of Transportation, Roanoke 
Photo: Group Tour Media/Cortney Erndt
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DAY ONE 
Start the day by honoring those 

who’ve paved the way for what the 
United States is today with a tour at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Groups can 
ride the hop-on, hop-off tram to explore 
the cemetery’s 624 acres that serve 
as a tribute to the service and sacrifice 
of every individual laid to rest within its 
hallowed grounds. 

Some of the most-visited attractions 
include the Eternal Flame; gravesite 
to U.S. President John F. Kennedy; 
the Tomb of the Unknowns and its 
Changing of the Guard ritual; Arlington 
House; and monuments to the space 
shuttle Challenger and Columbia 
disasters. 

Just outside the cemetery, stop by 
the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial 
(Iwo Jima), which represents the na-
tion’s gratitude to Marines and those 
who have fought beside them. 

In the afternoon, grab lunch and 
take time to explore Pentagon Row, 
an upscale, outdoor shopping/dining 
center just minutes from the Pentagon. 
If in need of retail therapy, Fashion 
Centre at Pentagon City is right next 
door and can offer groups plenty of 
money-saving coupons.

Afterward, stop at the National 9/11 
Pentagon Memorial, located on the 
grounds of the Pentagon. It was creat-
ed to remember and honor those who 
have passed because of the events of 
Sept. 11, 2001 at the Pentagon. 

DAY TWO
Start the day with a bird’s-eye view 

at the brand-new Observation Deck at 
Central Place. Located more than 30 
stories in the air, this new attraction is 
slated to open this spring and will give 
unparalleled views of the entire region. 
From its post in Arlington’s Rosslyn 
neighborhood, groups can look out 
over the National Mall, the Capitol, the 
White House, Arlington National Cem-
etery, the Pentagon and beyond.

From there, stop by the towering 
spires of the Air Force Memorial to 
honor the service and heritage of the 
men and women of the United States 
Air Force and its heritage organiza-
tions. Three stainless steel spires soar 
into the sky from the promontory reach-
ing a height of 402 feet. 

Top off the day with a toast and 
taste of the nation’s history and military 
with a stop at the veteran-owned and 
-operated Heritage Brewing Co. Offer-
ing a variety of brews as well as chef-
driven dishes, Heritage Brewing uses 
almost all locally sourced or organic 
ingredients, and offers a percentage of 
sales to charity. n

Just across the river from the nation’s 
capital, Arlington boasts a neighborly vibe with 
all of the amenities and conveniences of major 
urban centers. Tiny in size (just 26 square 
miles), Arlington packs a lot of excitement into 
one compact region.

 “Arlington is a wonderful destination to 
really experience firsthand the story of our mili-
tary, its history and the sacrifices so many have 
made to make our country what it is today,” 
said Cara O’Donnell, public relations manager 
for Arlington Convention and Visitors Ser-
vice. “Additionally, Arlington’s proximity to the 
National Mall and extensive lodging and dining 
options make it a favorite for groups exploring 
the capital region.” 

Dive into
Arlington’s 
rich, patriotic 
history

Arlington Convention and Visitors Service
800-296-7996

stayarlington.com/travel-trade

«

Air Force Memorial, Arlington
Photo: Arlington Convention 
and Visitors Service

itinerary
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connect with america’s story

Mount Vernon
Located on the banks of the Potomac 

River, the estate of George Washington 
features grand landscapes and a restored 
mansion. Tour the home of America’s 
first president. The Donald W. Reynolds 
Museum and Education Center features 

23 galleries and theaters. Mount Vernon is 
located 8 miles south of Alexandria. Exclu-
sive group offers include discounted meal 
options, “Through My Eyes” character tours 
and private evening tours.

703-799-8688
mountvernon.org

Virginia Museum
of Transportation
Roanoke 

Located in downtown Roanoke’s cen-
tury-old freight station, Virginia Museum 
of Transportation represents all aspects 
of transportation from the commonwealth 
and is internationally renowned for its rail 
collection. The stars are two locomotives 
from the golden age of steam: the Norfolk 
& Western Class J 611 and Class A 
1218. Groups can explore an extensive 
collection of steam, diesel and electric lo-
comotives, as well as antique cars, trucks 
and aviation exhibits. 

540-342-5670
vmt.org

The American 
Civil War Museum
Richmond and Appomattox 

With sites in Richmond and Appomat-
tox, The American Civil War Museum tells 
the stories of the Civil War from multiple 
perspectives. Hands-on, artifact-driven, 
visitor-centered programs help groups 
navigate the complexities of the Civil War. 
In Richmond, visit Historic Tredegar, and 
the White House and Museum of the 
Confederacy. Exhibits at The American 
Civil War Museum – Appomattox explore 
the end of the war and the beginning as a 
reunified nation.

804-649-1861
acwm.org

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon
Photo: George Washington’s Mount Vernon

Historic Tredegar, The American Civil War Museum, 
Richmond
Photo: Bill Crabtree Jr.
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Plan your trip to Virginia now at
HISTORYISFUN.ORG

DON’T JUST SAIL 
PAST HISTORY

CLIMB ABOARD

connect with america’s story

Groups of all ages will dis-
cover that ‘history is fun’ at 
Jamestown Settlement and 
the new American Revolution 
Museum at Yorktown. These 
two world-class museums in 
Virginia’s Historic Triangle al-
low visitors to have fun while 
experiencing 174 years of 
American history through 
immersive gallery exhibits 
and dynamic living history 
experiences.

- JOAN HEIKENS, senior sales and promotions 
manager, Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

“
”

Jamestown Settlement
Williamsburg 

In 1607, Jamestown became the first 
permanent English colony settlement in 
what would become the United States. 
Gallery exhibits with films, interactive 
experiences and re-created outdoor living 
history areas immerse groups in America’s 

beginnings. Climb aboard re-creations of 
the three ships that sailed from England 
to Virginia in 1607, and explore life-size 
re-creations of the colonists’ fort and a 
Powhatan village. Costumed interpreters 
showcase daily life in early 17th-century 
Jamestown.

757-253-4939
historyisfun.org

Stratford Hall
Montrose

Stratford Hall is the home of two sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence, 
Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot 
Lee, and the birthplace of Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee. Tour the circa 1738 
Georgian Great House. The grounds still 
encompass 1,900 acres of the original 
land, set high atop bluffs overlooking 
the Potomac River. Explore the formal 
gardens, gristmill and nature trails. 

804-493-8038,
stratfordhall.org

Jamestown Settlement, Williamsburg
Photo: Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

East side, Great House, 
Stratford Hall, Montrose, Va.
Photo: Stratford Hall

Joan Heikens
Photo: Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation
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connect with america’s story

Colonial Williamsburg
Williamsburg

Groups journey into the past with inter-
active experiences at Colonial Williams-
burg, a 301-acre living history museum. 
Dozens of reconstructed buildings, homes 
and shops make up the Historic Area, 
where groups can meet 18th-century 
artisans, shopkeepers, political figures 
and servants. More than 20 tours are 
offered. Guided tours can be customized 
for groups. Group meals can be arranged  
at four on-site restaurants.

757-220-7462
colonialwilliamsburg.com

Monticello 

Charlottesville
Tour Thomas Jefferson’s scenic 

mountaintop home just outside of Charlot-
tesville. Monticello is recognized as a 
National Historic Landmark and a United 
Nations World Heritage Site. Jefferson, 
the third U.S. president, is best remem-
bered as the author of the Declaration of 
Independence. House and garden tours 
reveal Jefferson’s genius. Monticello’s 
Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic 
Plants welcomes groups to tour its distinct 
preservation display gardens and nursery 
at Jefferson’s Tufton Farm.

434-984-9880
monticello.org

Pamplin Historical Park
Petersburg

Pamplin Historical Park and The 
National Museum of the Civil War Soldier 
is a 424-acre Civil War campus with four 
museums and four antebellum homes. 
The park is the site of the Breakthrough 
Battlefield of April 2, 1865, and a partici-
patory experience, Civil War Adventure 
Camp. Educators and costumed interpret-
ers bring history to life with interactive 
tours. Special programs are offered for 
groups of 15 or more.

804-861-2408
pamplinpark.org

Interpreters, Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg
Photo: Colonial Williamsburg

National Museum of the Civil War Solider, Petersburg
Photo: Pamplin Historical Park and The National Museum of the Civil War Soldier

Parlor, Monticello, Charlottesville
Photo: Monticello 
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connect with america’s story

Frontier Culture Museum
Staunton

Frontier Culture Museum shows how a 
new culture evolved in early America from 
roots in the Old World. Living history inter-
preters work in original and reconstructed 
buildings from Europe, Africa and America 

to illustrate how diverse people and cul-
tures blended into a new American way of 
life. See rare animals, help harvest period 
crops and watch a blacksmith at work. 
Private group tours include a hands-on 
cooking experience to create a traditional 
meal.

540-332-7850
frontiermuseum.org

American Revolution 
Museum at Yorktown
Yorktown 

The new American Revolution Museum 
at Yorktown shares stories of citizens 
and soldiers of the American Revolution. 
Groups visits include an introductory 
film, immersive gallery exhibits and living 
history experiences in re-creations of a 
Continental Army encampment and Rev-
olution-era farm. The museum, replacing 
the Yorktown Victory Center, presents a 
renewed perspective on the Revolution’s 
meaning and impact. Premium themes, 
such as historical clothing and gardens, 
can be added.

757-253-4939
historyisfun.org

Photo: Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation

Frontier Culture Museum, Staunton
Photo: Nathan Beck

RECONNECT
VIRGINIA
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pack an
appetite

hen traveling, there’s bragging 

rights to be gained when try-

ing new foods and local fares. On the 

road, the answer to “What’s for din-

ner?” often reflects an area’s culinary 

identity. 

In the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

dining experiences can include wading 

into water, walking into a field, ordering 

big and even touring historic buildings.

Virginia is the Oyster Capital of the 

eastern seaboard. In 2016, more than 

40 million were sold. Trying tiny, tasty 

Virginia oysters is reason enough to 

visit.

If groups prefer to sip for a while, 

there are 300-plus wineries across the 

Commonwealth, from one end of the 

Blue Ridge Parkway to the other.

Sharing a meal offers more than 

foodstuffs. Dining provides an op-

portunity to experience the culture of 

Virginia’s beach towns, cities, villages 

and farms. Learn the backstory of 

what’s on the plate by discovering 

where the ingredients were grown and 

prepared.

Find food experiences on the 

menu at these group-friendly locations 

throughout the state. 

Boat tour, Pleasure House Oysters, 
Virginia Beach 
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation

W 

Omery Beer Company, Woodbridge
Photo: Prince William County Office of Tourism
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Receive a warm welcome to Oc-
coquan by the former mayor, Earnie 
Porta. Enjoy a guided tour of the quant 
riverside town as he highlights the his-
tory and unique details of Occoquan. 
Discover stories of the historic build-
ings and how the town got its name. 

Afterward, get a taste of Occoquan’s 
best culinary creations and libations dur-
ing an Occoquan Progressive Meal. Start 
off at Bottle Stop with a delicious ap-
petizer and glass of wine. Choose from 
starters like the parmesan-asiago dip or 
the seared buffalo and smoked chipotle 
sausage bathed in cheddar-beer sauce. 
Before leaving, browse the collection of 
small production wines and craft beer 
from around the world to take home.

Take a scenic stroll along the 
water down to Madigan’s Waterfront 
for the main course. Enjoy a platter 
featuring a mini crab cake, chicken 
salad-filled pastry cup and a filet of 
tilapia topped with chopped toma-
toes and basil with a balsamic glaze 
served on seasoned flatbread.

Before or after the entree course, So 
Olive can provide a tasting and educa-
tion about its distinct olive oils, such as 
the blood orange-fused olive oil. With 
free time to explore the shops around 
town, peruse So Olive’s selection of 
over 20 different flavors of olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar for use at home.

Board Miss Rivershore for a tour 
along the river and take in the beauti-
ful scenery as the captain highlights 
details about the real estate and boats 
along the journey. 

For dessert, choose from one of the 
many decadent flavors of handcrafted 
pastry from Mom’s Apple Pie. Enjoy 
a slice of bourbon walnut or Virginia 
blackberry pie while sailing along the 
Occoquan River.

End the day by traveling to Ornery 
Beer Company, where groups will dis-
cover the brewing process from start 
to finish. Get a behind-the-scenes look 
at the facility and taste the most recent 
ales and lagers. n

Prince William County Office of Tourism
703-792-8425

discoverpwm.com

«

Mom’s Apple Pie, Occoquan 
Photo: Prince William County 
Office of Tourism

itinerary

For those who love trying delicious food, 
craft beers and wines, Occoquan is a great 
choice for a day trip based around culinary 
creations. Tour the town and uncover its rich 
history, taste a variety of foods and libations, 
and cruise down the river. Enjoy exploring all of 
Occoquan’s locally owned shops and restau-
rants and end the day at a craft brewery.

“When looking to satisfy the culinary 
delights of your group, consider the historic riv-
erfront town of Occoquan, located in northern 
Virginia, less than a mile off of Interstate 95,” 
said Mark Kowalewski, tourism sales manager 
at Prince William County Office of Tourism. “Ex-
ceeding the expectations of your group is easily 
accomplished with the variety of inviting shops, 
independent restaurants and complimentary 
motorcoach parking. Enjoy our ‘Boats, Bottles 
and Bites’ sample itinerary. Contact us today to 
customize the tour to meet your needs.”

Boats, bottles and bites
welcome groups to
Prince William County

Occoquan 
Photo: Prince William County 
Office of Tourism
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• sourced farms 
• meet top chefs
• cooking class

• craft breweries
• fine dining
• open-air feast

CUSTOMIZABLE TOURS:

best kept secrets
FOR FOOD DESTINATIONS
in Blue Ridge Mountains of VA & WV

“ ”

APRIL - NOVEMBER

Call to Schedule 540.533.1853
or visit tasteofblueridge.com

Pleasure House Oysters
Virginia Beach

Pleasure House Oysters offers a dining 
experience that asks group members to 
get their feet wet — literally. The three-hour 
Chef’s Table Tour at the Pleasure House 
Oysters Farm starts onboard and ends 
with the group wearing waders and dining 
knee-deep in the Lynhaven River. Guests 
explore the oyster farm, handle gear, and 
find and slurp oysters. A selection of tours 
is available.

757-663-6970
pleasurehouseoysters.com

Richmond
Hungry for history or regional food-

stuffs? Real Richmond Food Tours serves 
a slice of both. Held year-round, the nine 
food tours step off in the capital’s historic 
neighborhoods and stop at local haunts 

and markets. Themes include Eating on the 
Avenues, Capital of Cuisine and Church 
Hill’s From Spies to Pies. Private tours for 
groups are always on the menu.

804-840-5318
realrichmondva.com

Fields of Gold 
Farm Trail
Staunton

At the crossroads of interstate 81 and 
64, Staunton is located in the agricultur-
ally rich Shenandoah Valley. Surrounded 
by fields, farms, orchards and vineyards, 
the Fields of Gold agritourism trail leads 
groups to the homegrown side of the 
state. U-pick? Sure. Farmers market? Yes. 
Groups can even tour a working farm or 
stay on one, attend a farm festival or dine 
at a farm-to-table restaurant. Customized 
tours can be arranged.  

540-885-5174
fieldsofgold.org

The Taste Studio
Colonial Williamsburg

Map the group’s journey into colo-
nial history with a cooking class at The 
Taste Studio in Colonial Williamsburg. 
Organized by the Colonial Williamsburg 
Hotels group, the demonstration kitchen 
hosts classes and workshops that may 
start with a Chef’s Garden Tour and Tast-
ing and end with a deeper appreciation 
of truffle making with American Heritage 
Chocolate. 

888-976-0916
colonialwilliamsburghotels.com/
dining/taste-studio

Real Richmond Food Tours

Real Richmond Food Tours, Richmond 
Photo: Sarah Hauser
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Loudoun County offers a diverse 
mix of wine and culinary experiences. 
Savor a glass of wine in the vineyard, 
participate in a barrel tasting with 
award-winning winemakers or enjoy 
dinner in one-of-a-kind historic set-
tings. Our chefs and winemakers can 
create customized programs for any 
group that range from vine-to-glass 
tours to confection classes and  
farm-to-table experiences.

HANNAH OLIVER, tour and travel sales manager, Visit Loudoun

“
” Hannah Oliver

Photo: Visit Loudoun

PACK AN APPETITE

O’Doodledoo’s Donuts
Suffolk 

Be sure to pull over in Suffolk to 
pick up handcrafted doughnuts for the 
group. The locally owned shop produces 
doughnuts disguised as basketballs and 
dragons. It even carries Elvis’ favorite 
— a peanut butter, banana and bacon 
doughnut. Another crowd pleaser is the 
Hot Fudge Sundae doughnut. Flavors 
change daily. 

757-745-7323
odoodledoosdonuts.com

Home of the Virginia Slice and a pizza 
with a 28-inch diameter, Benny’s is a local 
and group favorite. Benny’s has locations 
throughout Virginia and the East Coast. 
The story goes that a man named Benny 
became famous for his pizzas more than 

three decades ago. To respect his anonym-
ity, each Benny’s location was given a dif-
ferent last name, such as Benny Marconi’s 
and Benny Sorrentino’s. 

bennysva.com

Benny’s
Roanoke, Blacksburg, Radford, Harrisonburg, Hardy,
Charlottesville, Fredericksburg, Winchester, Norfolk

VisitLoudoun.org
IN LOUDOUN, VIRGINIA: 
DC’S WINE COUNTRY®

Find Your Vine

Just 25 miles from Washington, DC, discover award-winning 
wineries, breweries and culinary experiences in Loudoun, Virginia.

Benny Marconi’s, 
Roanoke 
Photo: Visit Virgin-
ia’s Blue Ridge/
Jes Gearing
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10
Home to some of the largest festivals in the country, Virginia draws groups with its 

diverse culture, expansive vistas and endless entertainment. With hundreds of events 
sprawled throughout the year, groups are sure to stumble upon an adventure or two.

These 10 festivals showcase Virginia’s rich heritage, its vibrant arts and food scenes, 
and patriotic celebrations. 

Virginia
Fly Fishing
& Wine
Festival
Doswell 
Held annually every January

One of the largest events of 
its kind in the country, the Vir-
ginia Fly Fishing & Wine Festival 
draws in crowds of fly anglers 
from across the United States. 
During the two-day festival, 
groups can sip on local wines 
and brews between lectures and 
hands-on classes in a beginner-
friendly environment.

703-402-8338
vaflyfishingfestival.com

Virginia
Festival
of the
Book
Charlottesville
March 21–25

Bringing together writers and 
readers, the Virginia Festival 
of the Book promotes reading, 
books, literacy and literary cul-
ture every March in Charlottes-
ville. The festival is the largest 
community-based book event 
in all of the Mid-Atlantic, putting 
on about 250 discussions and 
programs.

434-924-3296
vabook.org

Virginia
International
Tattoo
Norfolk
April 26–29 

A signature event of the 
Virginia Arts Festival, the Virginia 
International Tattoo shares an 
outstanding display of military 
music, drill team maneuvers, 
and international bands and 
dancers. A well-known, inspi-
rational gathering, the tattoo 
was named one of the Top 100 
Events in North America by the 
American Bus Association.

757-282-2822
vafest.org/tattoo

Shenandoah
Apple Blossom 
Festival
Winchester
April 27–May 6

Celebrating the arrival of 
spring and vivid pink and white 
apple blossoms, the annual 
Shenandoah Apple Blossom 
Festival puts on over 40 events 
including dances, dinners, 
parades, a wine festival, band 
competitions and a carnival. 
Don’t miss the Coronation of 
Queen Shenandoah and the 
Grand Feature Parade.

540-662-3863
thebloom.com

1

celebrations
for every season

2 3 4
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Norfolk
Harborfest
Norfolk
June 8–10

The largest and longest-
running free maritime festival in 
the country, Norfolk Harborfest 
shares a weekend packed with 
thrilling activities both on land 
and water. Groups can view tall 
ships, attend boat races and 
a street party, see one of the 
largest fireworks shows on the 
East Coast, and kick back at 
the wine and craft beer garden. 
The festival also includes local, 
regional and national entertain-
ment. 

757-441-2345
festevents.org

Virginia
Highlands
Festival
Abingdon
July 27–Aug. 5

Every year, the Virginia 
Highlands Festival honors the 
artistry and culture of Southwest 
Virginia. Groups can explore the 
outdoors, attend workshops and 
classes, travel back to Abing-
don’s colonial past and ride in 
a vintage biplane. The 10-day 
festival includes fine art and 
photography, performances, 
creative writing workshops, an 
arts and crafts show, and live 
music.

276-623-5266
vahighlandsfestival.org

Suffolk
Peanut
Festival
Suffolk
Oct. 4–7

Honoring Suffolk’s rich agri-
culture and heritage, the Suffolk 
Peanut Festival is a love letter 
to the city’s favorite legume: the 
peanut. The four-day festival of-
fers contests and competitions, 
concerts, a demolition derby, 
motorcycle rally and fireworks. 
The Suffolk Division of Tourism 
can assist with itinerary and tour 
planning for visiting groups.

757-539-6751
suffolkpeanutfest.com
757-514-4130
visitsuffolkva.com

Richmond
Folk Festival 
Richmond
Oct. 12–14

Over the years, the Rich-
mond Folk Festival has become 
one of Virginia’s largest and 
most-loved events. Over three 
days, the festival celebrates 
the roots of American culture 
through storytelling, food, music, 
dance and crafts. Last year’s 
festival attracted more than 
200,000 people to downtown 
Richmond’s riverfront.                                                

804-788-6466
richmondfolkfestival.org

Blue Ridge
Folklife
Festival
Ferrum
Oct. 27

Year after year, the Blue 
Ridge Folklife Festival brings 
together musicians, cooks, 
moonshiners, horse pullers, 
mule jumpers, old-time games, 
performers, food, craftspeople 
and antique tractor buffs in 
celebration of the heritage and 
traditions of the Blue Ridge 
region.

540-365-4412
blueridgefolklifefestival.com

Urbanna
Oyster
Festival 
Urbanna
Nov. 2–3

A true oyster town, Urbanna 
welcomes groups to buy, taste 
and sample all things oyster. 
During the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival, guests can learn the 
history behind the town’s oyster 
industry, see how it’s done to-
day, try wine and oyster pairings 
and watch the Urbanna Oyster 
Shucking Contest.

804-758-0368
urbannaoysterfestival.com

8 9 10

5 6 7

Photo credits:
1.  Virginia Fly Fishing & Wine Festival
2.  Pat Jarrett
3.  Virginia Arts Festival
4.  Winchester-Frederick County
     Convention & Visitors Bureau
5.  Visit Norfolk
6.  Tim Cox
7.  Courtesy of Suffolk Tourism
8.  Richmond Folk Festival
9.  Cameron Davidson
10. Christopher Hunter Photography
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ESCAPE
TO THE
COAST

t’s hard to resist the call of the 

beach and the lure of the ocean. 

Especially in Virginia, where thou-

sands of miles of coastline welcome 

groups to experience what’s available 

on and around the shore.

The shape of Virginia’s coast is 

defined by the Chesapeake Bay and 

its tributaries. Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 

situated between the Chesapeake Bay 

and Atlantic Ocean, is accessible via 

the 17.5-mile Chesapeake Bay Bridge-

Tunnel. The Eastern Shore stretches 70 

miles and is known for its fresh oysters. 

Possibly the most familiar beach 

destination in the commonwealth, 

Virginia Beach offers 29 miles of 

accessible Atlantic oceanfront. Its 

famous boardwalk, beach resorts and 

seasonal events draw groups seeking 

a mix of experiences. 

In Norfolk, 144 miles of shoreline 

make it one of the East Coast’s larg-

est ports. It’s also home to the world’s 

largest naval base. 

Whether exploring barrier islands, 

strolling a boardwalk, attending an 

oyster festival or cruising the Atlantic, 

groups are sure to uncover coastal 

charm and natural beauty.

Nauticus, Norfolk
Photo: Courtesy of Nauticus, Norfolk, VA

I 

Boardwalk, Virginia Beach
Photo: Virginia Beach CVB
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Thriving in eight different Virginia regions, 
oysters capture the character of the coast in 
one quick, complex taste. The Virginia Oyster 
Trail spotlights the delicacy with a visitor-di-
rected experiential program featuring Virginia’s 
oyster region.

This itinerary from Phillips DMC, a family-
owned, Virginia destination management com-
pany, takes groups to Norfolk, Cape Charles, 
Virginia Beach and Newport News. 

“Our oyster trail tour provides visitors with 
a taste of all that Coastal Virginia has to offer: 
delicious cuisine, history, nature and beautiful 
views of the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesa-
peake Bay,” said Brooke Phillips Garrett, vice 
president of Phillips DMC. 

Explore 
Coastal
Virginia’s 
Oyster Trail

Phillips DMC
877-440-0202

phillipsdmc.com

Norfolk Convention
& Visitors Bureau

800-368-3097
visitnorfolk.com/group-tours

Virginia Beach Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

800-700-7702
visitvirginiabeach.com/group-tour

Newport News Tourism
757-926-1442

newport-news.org

«

Oyster shucking
Photo: Eastern Shore 
Tourism Commission

Mariners Museum, Newport News 
Photo: Newport News Tourism

itinerary

DAY ONE 
Meet the tour guide for a Welcome 

to Norfolk Riding Tour to learn about 
this historic seaport’s rich 335-year 
history. Follow with a fun, casual dinner 
at Norfolk Seafood Company, which 
features fresh, local seafood from the 
Chesapeake Bay.

DAY TWO
After breakfast at the hotel, depart 

for a full day of celebrating Virginia’s 
culinary traditions on the picturesque 
Eastern Shore.

Enjoy a scenic drive across one of 
the seven engineering wonders of the 
modern world, the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge Tunnel. The guide will provide 
interesting historical commentary along 
the 23-mile masterpiece of bridges and 
tunnels that link Virginia Beach to the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia. 

Arrive in the charming town of 
Cape Charles and stroll historic Mason 
Avenue, sample items from a family-
owned, specialty market, and enjoy ice 
cream at a local favorite. 

Next, relax over a seafood lunch at 
the waterfront Island House Restaurant 
and enjoy beautiful views of the marsh 
and barrier islands.

 After lunch, arrive at Cherrystone 
Aqua-Farms to explore a piece of 
Chesapeake Bay heritage and take a 
hands-on tour. View oysters and clams 
in their natural water habitat while 
learning how they are cultivated and 
harvested. Also, learn the steps local 
farmers are taking to protect Virginia’s 
shellfish population. 

Continue up the coast to Blue Crab 
Bay Co. for “Made in Virginia” items 
and specialty gifts. Next, discover 

the Barrier Islands Center, housed 
in a 19th-century schoolhouse that 
chronicles life on the shore. This will be 
followed by a wine tasting experience 
at Chatham Vineyards, a family-owned 
and -operated winery. Conclude the 
culinary journey with an oyster dinner 
at Bubba’s Seafood Restaurant & 
Crabhouse, with gorgeous views of 
Lynnhaven Inlet.

DAY THREE
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before 

departing with a guide for a full day in 
Virginia Beach. 

Start the adventure with a hands-
on coastal exploration with a Virginia 
Aquarium educator where groups can 
work the trawl net and observe sea life. 

Next, enjoy a tasting lunch and talk 
from a local farm-to-table restaurant. 

Then, venture to Smartmouth Brew-
ing Co. to quench thirsts with a craft 
beer tasting. Stop nearby at The Artists 
Gallery to peruse local art and learn 
the different forms of art managed 
directly by the artists. 

In the evening, taste oysters at 
Chick’s Oyster Bar, a local laid-back 
hangout with a rustic vibe on the water.

DAY FOUR
Following breakfast and checkout, 

visit The Mariners’ Museum. It’s one of 
the largest and most comprehensive 
maritime history museums in the world, 
housing a treasure trove of more than 
30,000 items inspired by humans’ 
experience with the sea. 

The Coastal Virginia adventure will 
conclude at the Boxwood Inn, a gra-
cious Southern mansion that serves 
classic Virginia cuisine. n
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MarinersMuseum.org
(757) 596-2222

Newport News, VA
Just 20 minutes from Williamsburg, VAand Park

Virginia Beach
Take some free time to explore Virginia 

Beach’s 3-mile, 28-foot-wide boardwalk. 
Groups strolling the path will encounter 
restaurants, shops, oceanfront hotels and 

nautical sculptures. Don’t miss a group 
photo-op with King Neptune, a 24-foot, 
12-ton bronze statue. Four oceanfront 
stages provide live musical acts. 

757-385-6642
visitvirginiabeach.com

In Virginia Beach, 
it’s all about creating 
lifelong memories for 
groups. Groups can 
stroll the iconic board-
walk and enjoy the 
sights and sounds of 
the majestic Atlantic, 
enjoy fresh seafood, 
learn about early 
American history from 
lighthouses to aviation, 
and see the largest 
population of bottle-
nose dolphins on the 
East Coast.

- JIM COGGIN, tourism sales manager,
Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau

“

”

Jim Coggin
Photo: Virginia Beach 

Convention & Visitors Bureau

Virginia Aquarium and 
Maritime Science Center
Virginia Beach

An aquatic journey awaits groups 
at Virginia Aquarium. With more than 
800,000 gallons, the aquarium is home 
to thousands of animals representing 
300 species. Round out a group visit 
with a behind-the-scenes program, a 
film at the six-story National Geographic 
3D Theater or a Virginia Aquarium Sea 
Adventures boat tour. 

757-385-3474
virginiaaquarium.com

escape to the coast

Virginia Beach Boardwalk

Boardwalk, Virginia Beach
Photo: Beth Furgurson

Virginia Aquarium, Virginia Beach
Photo: Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau
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American Rover
Sailing Cruises 

Norfolk
American Rover cruises depart from 

Waterside Marina on the downtown 
Norfolk waterfront, April through October. 
Daily, two-hour narrated harbor tours 
take groups along the smooth waters of 
the Elizabeth River and Hampton Roads 
Harbor. On board, guests are welcome 
to lend a hand with the sails, or just sit 
back and relax. The three-masted topsail 
schooner can carry up to 129 passen-
gers. Sunset cruises also are available. 

757-627-7245
americanrover.com

Nauticus 
Norfolk

The nautical power of the sea is 
on display at Nauticus, an interactive 
science and technology center located 
on Norfolk’s downtown waterfront. The 
center is home to Battleship Wisconsin, 
the largest and last battleship built by the 
U.S. Navy. Groups enjoy guided tours of 
the battleship, as well as hands-on ex-
hibits, and high-definition and 3-D films. 
Groups should plan to spend three to 
four hours to explore everything Nauticus 
has to offer. 

757-664-1000
nauticus.org

escape to the coast

American Rover Sailing Cruises, Norfolk
Photo: Rover Cruises

Nauticus, Norfolk
Photo: Courtesy of Nauticus, Norfolk, VA
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 VisitCIVA.com 
757.336.6161 

  

Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce 
& Certified Visitor Center 

Chincoteague Island
Assateague Explorer’s U.S. Coast 

Guard Certified tour boat Misty departs 
from Chincoteague Island by the beautiful 
southern part of Assateague. On the tour, 
groups will see wild ponies, eagles, shore-
birds, marine life and spectacular views. 
A captain with local knowledge leads the 

cruise along the backside of Assateague.
Groups wishing to explore more of 

Assateague or Chincoteague islands can 
consult the Chincoteague Chamber of 
Commerce.

757-336-5956
assateagueexplorer.com
757-336-6161
chincoteaguechamber.com

Potomac
Riverboat
Company
Alexandria 

In operation for more than 30 years, 
Potomac Riverboat Company offers 
groups narrated sightseeing tours along 
the historic Potomac River. Tour themes 
include Washington, D.C. monuments, 
Mount Vernon and Alexandria’s Seaport. 
Boat tours can be combined with local 
attractions to create a tour package. The 
company has eight vessels, including its 
working sternwheeler, Cherry Blossom 
— one of the few working sternwheelers 
in the country. Cherry Blossom is used 
solely for private charters.  

703-684-6721
potomacriverboatco.com

escape to the coast

Assateague Explorer 
Pony Express Nature Tour

Water Taxi to Washington, D.C., Potomac Riverboat Company
Photo: Photo: K. Summerer for Visit Alexandria 
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5fab finds
MADE IN
VIRGINIA

Staunton is made for 
shopping! Our walkable 
Main Street is perfect for 
groups looking to explore, 
with over 100 independent 
boutiques, antique shops 
and art galleries.

-KATIE CAMPBELL, group sales 
& marketing manager, Staunton 
Convention and Visitors Bureau

“
”

Katie Campbell
Photo: Staunton Convention

and Visitors Bureau

Thanks to the ingenuity of savvy bureaus and retailers, shopping experiences have 
earned prime placement as go-to destinations on group tour itineraries. 

The response to “What did you bring me?” has been upstaged by “Look what I found.” 
More importantly, “Look what I found in Virginia.” 

Shopping is often the icing on the cake for a group tour. Retailers haven’t missed a beat 
as malls, centers and geographic areas work together to present shopping as part of a travel 
experience. Found items become more treasured each time the tale of its purchase is told.

A gift made by an artisan or at a homegrown company that can boast “Made in Virginia” 
are all the more special. Throughout Virginia, regions offer specialty items for groups to treat 
themselves and those back home. 

Heads up
Virginia Is For Lovers 

baseball caps look 
as good traversing Vir-
ginia’s great waterways 
as in the bleachers at a 
ballgame. 

Virginia Is For Lovers
merchandise,

thevastore.com

Birds and bees 
At The Shops at Mon-

ticello in Charlottesville, 
find seeds harvested 
from plants grown at 
Monticello and other 
locations. 

Birds Bees and Butterflies 
Seed Collection,

monticelloshop.org

Listen up
The gift shop at the 

Birthplace of Country 
Music Museum in Bris-
tol provides musical 
ambience and ac-
cessories for groups 
to take home. 

1927 Bristol Sessions 
Revisited,

birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

Babies love 
Virginia

These unisex tees 
are super soft and light-
weight. There are even 
unisex onesies. Choose 
from a variety of graph-
ics and colors.

Virginia Is For Lovers
tees, thevastore.com

Bejeweled 
Virginian Amanda 

Slaughter creates 
Appalachian-made 
botanical jewelry. 
Some of her Bloom-
Spoons designs honor 
acorns. Find her work 
in gift shops near her 
hometown of Rocky 
Gap or on Etsy.

BloomSpoons,
etsy.com

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation

Photo:
Virginia Is For

Lovers

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation

Photo: BloomSpoons
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chase new
adventures

hroughout Virginia’s rolling, 

diverse landscape, visitors are 

encouraged to think outside — no box 

required. Towering mountain ranges, 

golden coasts and infinite footpaths 

splash across the state’s expansive 

terrain, revealing a natural playground 

for adventure-seekers and outdoor 

enthusiasts alike.

With an array of activities for 

groups of all skill levels, both adrena-

line junkies and beginners can get 

their fix of Virginia’s invigorating thrills 

and beauty. The state’s moderate 

climate allows for year-round outdoor 

recreation, including mountain biking, 

hiking, kayaking, whitewater rafting, zip 

lining and surfing. 

Virginia is home to a large portion 

of the Appalachian Trail, making the 

state a hiker’s delight. The trail boasts 

stunning views of cascades, rhodo-

dendron and large hemlock trees, giv-

ing visitors a glimpse of some of the 

most beautiful scenery in the world. 

Hop out of the motorcoach, chase 

a new adventure and get hearts racing 

with these stops in Virginia’s unlimited 

paradise. 

RVA Paddlesports, Richmond
Photo: Scott K. Brown

T 

Virginia Canopy Tours, Bentonville
Photo: Virginia Canopy Tours
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DAY ONE
This “Tower to Tower” itinerary be-

gins at the top of Big Walker Mountain. 
Atop an elevation of 3,404 feet sits 
Virginia’s oldest and highest privately-
owned attraction, Big Walker Lookout. 
There, find a 100-foot-tall observation 
tower offering a 360-degree view of 
five surrounding states. 

Inside the BW Country Store, find 
more than 25 vendor booths display-
ing artisan works from throughout the 
region. Homemade fudge, preserves, 
cakes, jewelry and books penned 
by local authors are just a few of the 
items available. As a member of The 
Crooked Road, Virginia’s Music Heri-
tage Trail, Big Walker Lookout hosts 
live regional music every weekend from 
May through October. 

Descend the mountain via a 16-mile 
scenic byway, also registered as one 
of Wytheville’s Civil War trails, and 
immerse in the flora and fauna of Jef-
ferson National Forest. 

Lace up the hiking boots as The 
Seven Sisters hiking trail quickly ap-
proaches. Located on Little Walker 
Mountain, the 4.8-mile trail follows the 
seven ridge lines and covers varied ter-
rain popular with mountain bikers. 

DAY TWO
Begin the day bright and early at 

Crystal Springs Recreation Area, which 
offers trails of various lengths and dif-
ficulty, beautiful farmland and forests, 
and a crystal-clear mountain stream 
flowing out of the town’s old reservoir. 

The next stop is New River Trail 
(NRT) State Park. One of Virginia’s 37 
state parks, NRT was designated an 
official National Recreation Trail by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. The 
park offers hiking, biking, horseback 
riding, canoeing, tubing, kayaking, 
fishing and camping. For 39 scenic 
miles, the park parallels the historic 
New River, one of the oldest rivers in 
the world. 

Appealing to the multitasker is the 
pedal-paddle adventure. Participants 
pedal their bikes for 5 miles on the 
Norfolk and Western Railway path from 
Foster Falls then hop in the water and 
paddle canoes or kayaks back to the 
start. 

For those who would like a less 
athletic experience, Foster Falls Horse 
Livery takes visitors for a guided horse-
back tour along a section of the trail to 
view the wildlife. 

End the day with a visit to the top of 
the 75-foot Jackson Ferry Shot Tower. 
It was built more than 200 years ago 
to make ammunition for the firearms of 
the early settlers. n

Located at the intersection of Interstates 
77 and 81, Wytheville is a quaint historic town 
offering a myriad of Appalachian Mountain fun 
and exploration.

“Groups of all ages are sure to enjoy the var-
ied outdoor recreation opportunities available 
in the Wytheville area for all skill levels,” said 
Rosa Lee Jude, director of Wytheville Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau. “From leisurely guided 
trail walks at Crystal Springs Recreation Area 
to pedal-paddle excursions on the New River 
and the over 50 miles of adjoining trail, the 
outdoors are a gorgeous way to experience the 
region in any season.” 

Answer the 
call of the 
mountains
in Wytheville 

Wytheville Convention & Visitors Bureau
877-347-8307

visitwytheville.com

«

Biking, Crystal Springs, Wytheville
Photo: Wytheville Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

Tower,
Big Walker 
Lookout, 
Wytheville
Photo: 
Wytheville 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

itinerary
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Abingdon is an 
ideal destination 

for motorcoach 
tours

Abingdon is a unique town in the 
beau�ful Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Virginia — rich in history, culture, 
ououtdoor recrea�on and old-fashioned hospitality 
— just minutes from the Virginia/Tennessee border 
on I 81. Home to the historic Barter Theatre, the 
State Theatre of Virginia. 

It’s always play time in Abingdon!

Our staff is here to help 
you plan the perfect 
ggroup tour experience.

Monica Hall 
Group Sales Manager

mhall@abingdon-va.gov 
(276) 676-2282

www.visitabingdonvirginia.com

chase new adventures

Appalachian Trail
Sharing 544 miles of the Appalachian 

Trail, Virginia covers more area of the 
trail than any other state. As one of the 
most scenic hiking trails in the world, 
the Appalachian Trail has a number of 
access points in the Roanoke Valley, 
offering unparalleled views for hikers and 
backpackers exploring Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge. As one of the more challenging 
hikes in the area, the Dragon’s Tooth trail 
offers a 360-degree view at its summit, 
leaving hikers in awe. 

304-535-6331
appalachiantrail.org

Virginia Creeper Trail 
Bike Shop
Abingdon

Winding from Abingdon through 
Damascus, the Virginia Creeper Trail is 
a 34-mile rail-to-recreation trail ending at 
the Virginia-North Carolina border. This 
year marks its 31st year since open-
ing, and it remains one of the country’s 
premier rail trails. Before taking on the 
trail, stop at the Virginia Creeper Trail 
Bike Shop. Family-owned and –operated, 
the outfitter provides bicycle rentals, 
trail information, customized trips and a 
shuttle service.

276-676-2552
vacreepertrailbikeshop.com

Shenandoah
National Park

A sense of adventure can be felt 
everywhere at Shenandoah National 
Park. With endless panoramic views, 
Virginia’s first national park divides the 
Shenandoah Valley from the Piedmont 
region to the east. Hike a variety of trails, 
go horseback riding, discover wooded 
hollows and waterfalls, or drive along 
Skyline Drive, the most popular feature 
of the park. 

Go Blue Ridge Travel, an online travel 
getaway guide, provides more ideas for 
group travel in the Northern Blue Ridge 
Shenandoah Valley.

540-999-3500
nps.gov/shen
540- 533-1853
goblueridgetravel.com

Appalachian Trail
Photo: Nate Dennison

Virginia Creeper Trail
Photo: Sam Dean



32 33Group Tour Virginia | 2018 Group Travel Guide GroupTour.com

Explore the Past.
Enjoy the Present.

483 Great House Road
Stratford, Virginia 22558

804-493- 8038  |  StratfordHall.org

▪ Pastures, woodland, riverfront
▪ Programs on history & science
▪ Celebrations and festivals

▪ Original 18th-century buildings
▪ Summer camps
▪ Hiking, biking, kayaking
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Luray Caverns
Luray

Over 400 million years old, Luray Cav-
erns is visited by over 500,000 people 
every year. Tours explore cathedral-sized 
rooms on well-lit, paved walkways with 
ceilings up to 10 stories high. The United 
States Natural Landmark is noted for its 
variety of formations and natural color. 
Groups pass through huge chambers 
filled with towering stone columns, shim-
mering draperies and crystal-clear pools. 

540-743-6551
luraycaverns.com

RVA PaddleSports
Richmond 

Groups can splash into a thrilling ad-
venture on the Upper and Lower James 
River with a whitewater rafting trip. RVA 
PaddleSports offers a variety of trips to 
fit the needs of every group. The most 
popular trip is on the lower section of 
the James River, tackling Class III and 
IV rapids. The Upper section is great 
for groups looking for a relaxing float 
through Virginia’s natural beauty.

804-898-0697
rvapaddlesports.com/rafting

Virginia’s Blue Ridge is the pre-
mier mountain playground of outdoor 
recreation along the East Coast. The 
region, conveniently located off the 
iconic Blue Ridge Parkway, provides 
easy access to world-class mountain 
biking, over 600 miles of hiking and 
pristine waterways. Groups will have 
an unforgettable getaway  
without breaking the bank.

-ASHLEY HINKLE, senior national sales manager, Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge

“
” Ashley Hinkle

Luray Caverns, Luray
Photo: Luray Caverns
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chase new adventures

Royal Horseshoe
Farm
Front Royal 

Relax and find serenity in the mead-
ows and woods that line the Shenan-
doah Valley with a trail ride at Royal 
Horseshoe Farm. Over 50 acres of 
pasture and 90 acres of forested trails 
allow groups to explore over 270 years 
of American history on horseback. The 
farm accommodates large groups and 
includes a guide for every trail ride. Ex-
periences can range from calm pastures, 
to sloping trails and crossing streams. 

540-636-6375
royalhorseshoe.com

Southern Gap
Outdoor Adventure
Grundy

Add thrills to a trip with Southern 
Gap Outdoor Adventure. Located at 
the trailhead for the Coal Canyon Trail, 
part of Spearhead Trails, groups can 
rent ATVs and mountain bikes, stay in 
furnished cabins, take a guided elk tour 
and participate in a game of archery 
tag. A 120-mile multi-trail system, Coal 
Canyon is great for riders of all expertise 
and skill, offering stunning views of the 
repurposed coalfield.

276-244-1111
sgadventures.com

Roanoke Mountain
Adventures
Roanoke 

Uncover more outdoor thrills with a 
stop at Roanoke Mountain Adventures, a 
full-service outfitter offering both guided 
and self-guided activities. Choose from 
mountain biking, road cycling, hiking, 
stand-up paddleboarding, kayaking and 
tubing for a memorable journey. Guided 
trips are tailored to each group’s prefer-
ences and skill levels. 

540-525-8295
roanokemountainadventures.com

Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure, Gundy
Photo: Sam Dean

Royal Horseshoe Farm, Front Royal
Photo: Royal Horseshoe Farm

Roanoke Mountain Adventures, Roanoke 
Photo: James Revercomb
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“America’s 
Favorite 

Mountain 
Towns”

— TRAVEL + LEISURE

VisitStaunton.com/groups

 Meadows of Dan
Get outside and explore nature’s rug-

ged beauty along a 6-mile stretch of the 
Dan River adjacent to Primland. Located 
in Meadows of Dan, Primland is a luxuri-
ous Blue Ride Mountain resort, offering 
guided fly-fishing for wild brown, rainbow 

and brook trout April through November, 
weather depending. The outfitters shop 
is stocked with fishing equipment, rentals 
and licenses. Fly-casting and fishing les-
sons are offered by Orvis-trained guides 
with advance notice.

866-960-7746
primland.com

Virginia Canopy Tours
Bentonville

Explore Virginia’s lush, vibrant scenery 
at soaring heights of 90 feet above the 
forest floor. Take on an adrenaline-pump-
ing zip line course with Virginia Canopy 
Tours, an outfitter promising expansive, 
scenic views of the Massanutten Moun-
tain and Shenandoah Valley. Groups can 
exceed 40 mph when flying through the 
treetops. 

540-622-2000
zipthepark.com

Primland

Virginia Canopy Tours, 
Bentonville
Photo: Virginia Canopy Tours

Primland Resort, Meadows of Dan
Photo: Courtesy of Primland



ARLINGTON
VIRGINIA

Whether you’re gathering for a student tour, family reunion, or any other group visit to the nation’s 
capital, Arlington welcomes you with open arms! Step outside your hotel and discover our unique mix of 
history, culture and fun! Arlington’s vibrant neighborhoods are home to national treasures like Arlington 
National Cemetery, world-class shopping, diverse dining and more. To plan your adventure in Arlington and 
Washington, D.C., visit www.stayarlington.com.

American Treasures. Memorable Moments.




