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COASTAL VIRGINIA

Virginia Beach
CRUISE In Virginia Beach, dolphins are never far
away from the beaches, especially around sunrise and
sunset. The best way to experience these fascinating
creatures is with a dolphin cruise out on the water.
Head to the harbor at Rudee Inlet, where the seafaring
options are endless. Hop aboard one of many popular
boat tours and watch the wake as dolphins race to
keep pace.
EXPLORE Discover the underwater world at
Virginia Aquarium. With over 800,000 gallons, the
aquarium features thousands of animals representing
over 300 species, displayed in state-of-the-art and
educational habitats. The aquarium also offers dolphinand whale-watching cruises staffed by knowledgeable
marine educators. For an adrenaline rush, visit The
Adventure Park at Virginia Aquarium, located at
the aquarium’s South Building. It offers ropes course
climbing and tree-to-tree zip lining.
SEE Tour groups will be fascinated by Military
Aviation Museum’s collection of World War I- and
World War II-era military aircraft, one of the largest
private collections in existence. Groups can book
rides in completely restored WWII aircraft as well as

1

“

Surrounded by the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean,
Virginia Beach is home to stunning beaches and seven eclectic
districts, and we continually rank among the country’s
best beach destinations! We invite you to explore one of the
country’s oldest lighthouses, go dolphin watching, visit the
Military Aviation Museum and so much more. In Virginia
Beach, there’s something for every group of every size to enjoy!”
—Jim Coggin, tourism sales manager, Virginia Beach CVB

schedule flight demonstrations; most of the planes
in the collection are airworthy. During tours, docents
help share the stories of the aircraft, as well as the men
and women who designed them, built them, flew in
them and, all too often, died in them for their country.
CLIMB

See remarkable views of the Chesapeake

Bay atop Cape Henry Lighthouse. Groups can
climb the tower of the first federally funded public
works project of the newly formed United States
government. The lighthouse is situated near the “First
Landing” site where English settlers first set foot on
their way to settle in Jamestown. The lighthouse
guided sea travelers to safety for almost 100 years.
ASK

2

Virginia Beach CVB
757-385-6642
visitvirginiabeach.com/grouptour
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Virginia Aquarium

2

Military Aviation Museum

Photos: Virginia Beach CVB

{

Celebrate the gifts of land and sea with epic Virginia Beach
adventures the entire group can enjoy safely. With 400 square
miles of wide open space, revel in hands-on experiences and
unique access to a group tour that’s as safe as it is memorable.

VISITVIRGINIABEACH.COM/GROUPTOUR

}
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Chesapeake Bay, Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads

Chesapeake
African American
Heritage Trail
Chesapeake

On the Chesapeake African American Heritage Trail, groups
will discover stories of people and places that helped shape the
nation and have the chance to walk in the footsteps of freedom
seekers, pioneers and heroes.
The self-guided driving tour begins at Battlefield Park, where
the Battle of Great Bridge was fought. The earliest land battle of
the Revolutionary War in Virginia, the battle included enslaved
Black people who fought alongside the British with the promise
of liberty and William “Billy” Flora, a Black man who was born
free and fought for the patriots, who became a battle hero. The
tour’s final stop, Cuffeytown, is a historic community that can be
traced to the 1700s, formed by Black people who were free.
The Chesapeake African American Heritage Trail Podcast is a
great companion to the driving tour.
visitchesapeake.com/things-to-do/history/aaht

The Unknown and Known
Afro-Union Civil War
Soldiers Memorial
Photo: Chesapeake CVB
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Chesapeake Bay, Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads

ZIPLINE &
CLIMBING

FUN!
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)

Stratford Hall
Stratford

A National Historic Landmark, Stratford Hall preserves the legacy of the Lee
family and its surrounding community,
inspires an appreciation of America’s
past, and encourages commitment to the
ideals of leadership, honor, independent
thought and civic responsibility. Four
generations of the Lee family passed
through the halls of the estate, including
Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot
Lee, the only two brothers to sign the
Declaration of Independence; Revolutionary War hero “Light Horse Harry”
Lee; and his son, Civil War General
Robert E. Lee.
Stratford Hall is located along the
Potomac River and encompasses nearly
2,000 acres, with its Great House, gardens
and trails. Visitors hear the stories of the
Lees, the enslaved and indentured laborers, and the women of Stratford Hall.
Group discounts are offered for groups
of 20 or more and pre-reservations are
requested.
804-493-8038, stratfordhall.org

Just minutes from the beach
801 General Booth Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23451
myAdventurePark.com/VBAP
Inject some adventure into your next group tour!
• Special group rates
• Dedicated group sales contact

• Non-climbing spectators are FREE!
• Activities for ages 5 to adult

Contact our Group Sales Team for more details:
groupsVBAP@myadventurepark.com
(475) 988-0988
grouptourmagazine.com
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Chincoteague Island
WANDER Chincoteague Island is the gateway to the
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, located on
the Virginia side of Assateague Island. The refuge is home
to the world-famous wild Chincoteague ponies. Hike,
bike or drive to see the ponies grazing on the lush, green
marsh grass.
DISCOVER Explore the exhibits at Museum of
Chincoteague Island and learn about Marguerite
Henry’s novel Misty of Chincoteague. Group options
include meals and a step-on guide knowledgeable on
Chincoteague and Assateague islands.
CRUISE Book a boat cruise with Daisey’s Island
Cruises or Captain Dan’s Around the Island Tours and
take in the area’s natural beauty.
SHOP In Chincoteague Island’s historic downtown,
shop at Hollyhocks on Main, Island Butterfly Jewelry
& Jubilee, Osprey Nest Art Gallery, Sandy Sky’s, Tryfan
Gallery, Wine, Coffee & Gourmet and Sundial Books.
The Historic Main Street Merchants Association promotes

1

“

Welcome to Chincoteague Island, a nature-lover’s paradise
with miles of trails and breathtaking water adventures. Our
small-town charm awaits, along with an abundance of local
seafood. Lovely hotels, B&Bs, campgrounds and rental homes
provide the perfect respite for your visit. Enjoy!”
—Evelyn Shotwell, executive director,
Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce

all the life and beauty Chincoteague Island offers.
DO Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce has
a self-guided walking and biking tour of the historic
downtown and island, and Chincoteague Step Through
Time Tours offers guided walking tours.
Paddle on a guided kayak tour to see the
Chincoteague ponies and marshes.
VISIT The red-and-white-striped Assateague
Lighthouse was built in 1867. While exploring the
Herbert H. Bateman Center, park rangers can discuss
the lighthouse’s history. Its first order Fresnel lens is on
display at the Museum of Chincoteague Island.
EAT Bill’s PRIME Seafood & Steaks, Don’s Seafood
Restaurant and Ropewalk can handle larger groups and
offer a variety of menu options.
ASK

2

Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce
757-336-6161
chincoteaguechamber.com/group-travel
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Chincoteague ponies

2

Kayak tour

Photos: Chincoteague Chamber of Commerce & chincoteaguechamber.com

C H I N C O T E AG U E
ISL AND
VIRGINIA

Museum of Chincoteague Island | ChincoteagueMuseum.com

Self-Guided Tour, Step-On Guide Service, Guided History Bus Tour, Road Scholar Programs,
Misty of Chincoteague, Decoy Carving Workshop, Museum & Legacy Pavilion Rentals

Historic Main Street Merchants | ChincoteagueMerchants.com
Shopping, Lodging, Dining, & Activities including Library, Theatre, Boat Cruises,
Museum, Guided Walking Tours, Waterfront Park, & more.

CHINCOTEAGUE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE | CHINCOTEAGUE PONIES
ASSATEAGUE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE | OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
HISTORY | COASTAL CUISINE | SMALL TOWN CHARM | EVENTS

FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PLAN YOUR
GROUP TOUR GETAWAY AT

VisitCIVA.com

COASTAL VIRGINIA

Chesapeake Bay, Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads

Colonial Williamsburg
Williamsburg

At Colonial Williamsburg, groups step into a 301acre living, breathing 18th-century town filled with
historic structures and stories of the past. In the Historic
Area, they’ll see 18th-century trade shops, government
buildings and homes, and meet historic interpreters along
the way. Colonial Williamsburg also is home to the Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum and The DeWitt
Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. Groups of 15 or more
will receive special experiences and can choose from
half-day, one-day and multi-day packages — with annual
group passes available too. The fun can even continue
into the night, with evening tours like Shadows of the Past
Ghosts Tours and Lantern Tours, as well as music, drama
and dance programs.
800-228-8878, colonialwilliamsburg.org

Governor’s Palace,
Colonial Williamsburg
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser
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Explore the world’s largest living history museum. Take a tour. Enjoy an interactive
evening program. Dine at an 18th-century tavern. Visit our two world-class art museums.
Relax and play at our award-winning spa, golf club, tennis club, and four pools.
At the end of the day, retire to one of our five hotels, just steps away from
the Historic Area. At Colonial Williamsburg, spending time together has never been easier.

Discounts available for groups of 15 or more.

Book your getaway today.

For more information, please call 1-800-228-8878
or email groupsales@cwf.org

COASTAL VIRGINIA

Newport News
ENJOY Nature is alive and well at
Newport News Park. This 7,000-acre park
features hiking and biking trails (bikes can be
rented) and a Discovery Center, with hands-on
activities, historical artifacts and nature displays.
Floral gardens include the Japanese Peace
Garden with an authentic tea house. The park
is part of Virginia’s Birding and Wildlife Trail.
DISCOVER The Virginia Living Museum
is part zoo, part aquarium and part planetarium
that introduces visitors to more than 250 living
species native to Virginia through exhibits,
discovery centers and interactive hands-on
exhibits. Group tours can be customized, and
after-hours visits and group behind-the-scenes
tours can be arranged.
TOUR Historic Newport News interprets
and preserves the city’s historic resources.
Groups can tour its many attractions. Endview
Plantation, constructed in 1769 for the
Harwood family, is one of the last remaining
Colonial buildings in Newport News. A guided
house tour reveals the home’s history. Lee
Hall Mansion was built in 1859 by a prominent

1

“

Newport News has national historic sites, world-renowned
museums, the great outdoors, and special events all rolled up into
one region of Coastal Virginia. The only problem your group will
face is deciding what to do and how to fit it all in! Fortunately,
we’re here to provide all the resources you need to put together an
outstanding visit to the region, complete with sample itineraries
of all the attractions your group wants to hit.”

planter. Exhibits at Lee Hall Depot, one of the

—Cheryl Morales, group marketing manager, Newport News Tourism

city’s newest attractions and a restored 1881
train depot, highlight the impact of the railroad
on Warwick County and the City of Newport
News. Virginia War Museum exhibits trace
the development of the United States military
since 1775.
LEARN Mariners’ Museum and Park
holds the USS Monitor Center. The Battle of
the Ironclads between the USS Monitor and
the CSS Virginia (Merrimack) took place off the
shores of Newport News in March 1862
ASK
Newport News Tourism

2

888-493-7386
newport-news.org
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Endview Plantation

2

Mariner’s Museum and Park

Photos: Newport News Tourism

Ships,History

AND

THE

888.493.7386

Great Outdoors

newport-news.org

Minutes to Williamsburg,
A short drive to Virginia Beach.

MUSEUMS • OVER 30 PARKS • HISTORIC HOMES • FINE DINING • SHOPPING

COASTAL VIRGINIA

Chesapeake Bay, Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads

Norfolk glass art scene
Norfolk has the largest collection of
free, public glass art in the world. Find
pieces from renowned artists like Tagliapietra, Chihuly and Tiffany throughout
the waterfront city’s multiple museums,
galleries, restaurants and hotels. Stay at
the Glass Light Hotel whose design pays
tribute to the glass-making process and
eat at its upscale French restaurant where
colorful glass pieces adorn the walls and
ceilings. Explore the Chrysler Museum
of Art’s 10,000 object collection that
dates to the first century B.C. and get
hands-on with a glassblowing class at the
Perry Glass Studio. Explore the two-story Glass Light Gallery and discover a
focus on women glass artists at the Barry
Art Museum. All glass exhibits are free
and open to the public.
visitnorfolk.com

Chrysler Museum of Art
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser
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Chesapeake Bay, Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads

Jamestown Settlement
& American Revolution Museum
at Yorktown
Williamsburg

Groups can experience the beginning and the end of Colonial America in just one
day at two living history museums that are part of the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation.
Jamestown Settlement is a living history museum of 17th-century Virginia, where
groups can discover the story of America’s first permanent English colony, founded in
1607, and the ensuing convergence of the Powhatan Indian, English and west central
African cultures, vividly recounted through film, indoor gallery exhibits and outdoor
living history.
At the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown, stories of citizens and soldiers
unfold within the expansive history complex featuring an introductory film, immersive
gallery exhibits and living history experiences.
Groups should plan to spend at least two hours at each museum. Guided tours and
dining options are available.
757-253-4939, jyfmuseums.org/visit/group-visits

American Revolution
Museum at Yorktown
Photo: Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

OPEN FOR
INTERPRETATION

See the past through a whole new lens. History is always changing.
New perspectives. New voices. New discoveries. We’ve opened our
doors—and our minds—to new understandings of the stories told for
more than 400 years. So, come see us. We’re OPEN—for interpretation.

jyfmuseums.org
grouptourmagazine.com
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Charlottesville
& Albemarle County
VISIT Charlottesville and Albemarle County are home

to world-renowned historic sites, including the homes of
three of the country’s Founding Fathers. Visit Monticello,
Thomas Jefferson’s home, and the University of Virginia,
both of which are a single UNESCO World Heritage site.
Monticello offers a variety of guided and self-guided tours for
groups.
Not far from Monticello is James Monroe’s Highland,

1

the home of another U.S. President and Founding Father.
Highland was purchased by Monroe in 1793 and home to the
Monroe family for nearly 25 years.
EAT Enjoy a meal at the Dairy Market, a new group
food destination located in the historic Monticello Dairy
Building. Located in Downtown Charlottesville, not far from
the University of Virginia, the space is home to a dozen food
stalls of varying cuisines, a brewery, restaurant, bar and
several retail shops.
LEARN Take a walking tour of the historic grounds

2

of the University of Virginia. See and learn more about
the Lawn, the Rotunda and UVA’s Memorial to Enslaved
Laborers. This memorial honors the 4,000 to 5,000 enslaved
people who lived and worked at UVA between 1817 and 1865.
The Jefferson School African American Heritage
Center is an important place where groups can explore a
permanent historical exhibit, a rotating contemporary art
gallery and a robust calendar of events. These exhibitions
and events highlight Charlottesville and Albemarle County’s
African American history and culture of the African diaspora.
SIP A visit to the Charlottesville area isn’t complete
without a stop at one of the 40-plus wineries on the
Monticello Wine Trail. Experts at one of the regional wine
tour companies will plan a customized route suited to the
group’s interests and safely transport them from winery to
winery. Some companies will even provide a gourmet lunch
for the day of vineyard hopping!

3

ASK
Charlottesville Albemarle
Convention & Visitors Bureau
434-972-4138
visitcharlottesville.org/meetings-groups
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Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello
Charlottesville Downtown Mall
Pippin Hill Winery
Photos: Charlottesville Albemarle Convention & Visitors Bureau

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
James Madison’s Montpelier
Orange

House and walking tours are on the agenda when visiting
the lifelong home of James Madison, the fourth U.S. president,
father of the Constitution and architect of the Bill of Rights; and
his wife, Dolley, America’s first “First Lady.” The experience also
includes the award-winning exhibition on slavery, “The Mere
Distinction of Colour,” galleries, the Madison family and slave
cemeteries, an archaeology lab, active archaeological dig sites
and award-winning barbecue at the David M. Rubenstein Visitor
Center’s Exchange Café. The one-hour highlights tour is the
most popular way for groups to visit the Montpelier plantation
and house.
540-672-2728, ext. 148; montpelier.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

The Poe Museum
Richmond

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Big Orange Flame

Virginia Museum of Natural History
Martinsville

The state’s natural history museum interprets Virginia’s
natural heritage and connects people to the stories of Virginia’s
natural past, present and future. The Harvest Foundation Hall of
Ancient Life greets visitors as the first exhibit gallery and features
displays of ancient creatures and modern science. View the
flying reptile, Pteranadon, and its 20-foot-wingspan soaring 40
feet above the hall. Windows allow visitors to see research being
conducted in the paleontology and archaeology labs. Group admission rates are available. The museum is a self-guided facility,
but tours may be available to groups of 15 or more, depending
on availability.
276-634-4141, vmnh.net

Tours, interactive programs and curatorial programs help groups learn more
about Edgar Allan Poe, the celebrated
writer who was born in Richmond in
1809. The museum is in the Old Stone
House, Richmond’s oldest standing structure, only blocks away from the sites of
Poe’s first Richmond home and first place
of employment. The Poe Museum, which
celebrates its 100th anniversary this year,
has the largest collection of artifacts,
letters and manuscripts related to Poe.
Exhibits cover Poe’s life and death, and
the museum includes the “enchanted”
courtyard garden and the Poe Shrine.
804-648-5523, poemuseum.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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Hatch Local Food Hall
Richmond

Regional food and beverage innovators are showcased at the
food hall, which opened earlier this year. Richmond’s first food
hall is a curated collection of local food vendors comprising
seven distinct local concepts, two bars, a market, and outdoor
patio and courtyard. Concepts include: Odyssey Fish, a seafood
spinoff from Alewife chef Lee Gregory; Buttermilk + Honey
fried chicken from Lillie Pearl owner and chef Mike Lindsey; authentic Mexican street food venture Sincero; Royal Pig Cambodian comfort food; Fat Kid Sandwiches, pasta concept Oro; and
The Beet Box, which serves juices and smoothies.
hatchlocalfoodhall.com

Virginia Museum
of History & Culture
Richmond

Photo: Courtesy of the Virginia Museum of History & Culture
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The museum is set to reopen May 14
after the most extensive and transformative renovation in its nearly 200-year
history. The renewed museum complex
of nearly 250,000 square feet includes
multiple new exhibitions spaces for
long-term and changing exhibitions; a
new immersive orientation theater; a new
interactive learning space for families;
and a new café and museum store.
“Our Commonwealth,” a marquee
long-term exhibition, is the centerpiece of the museum’s new offerings. It
provides an in-depth, multi-sensory exploration through the five major regions
of Virginia, featuring stories and artifacts
from partner organizations and cultural
institutions. The exhibition is designed
to launch audiences on a memorable and
scenic journey, thanks to living murals —
large-scale, changing digital projections
— and custom soundscapes that will
immerse them in the arts, culture, food,
music, industry and people of each region. Groups of 10 or more can schedule
a guided tour with a museum educator or
select a self-guided tour.
804-340-1800, virginiahistory.org

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Prince William
County
HONOR Begin the day at the National
Museum of the Marine Corps to gain insight
into the lives of the nation’s heroes by following
the Marine story from their founding to present
day. See the new film We, The Marines to get an
unparalleled view into the experiences of Marines
from boot camp through modern warfare
training.
After, visit Quantico National Cemetery
for a private flag-laying ceremony at the graves
of veterans whose remains were previously
forgotten. Hosted by the Missing in America
Project, its mission is to find, identify and provide
full military burial for these now-remembered
heroes.
EAT Enjoy a leisurely lunch in Historic
Occoquan. Take the group on a culinary journey
by sampling the best of the town’s dishes on a
progressive meal. Savor parmesan-asiago cheese
dip, bite into tilapia bruschetta and sink teeth
into preservative-free homemade apple pie. After
lunch, take time to explore the charming town,
filled with locally owned specialty shops.
VISIT Take a tour of Rippon Lodge, a historic
home with a stunning view of the Potomac River.

“

We are excited to welcome group tours back to Prince William
County, Virginia. Prince William County is an ideal destination
for students and military reunions as well as domestic and
international groups, offering a variety of memorable group
friendly and affordable dining, lodging and experiential options.”
—Mark Kowalewski, tourism sales manager,
Prince William County Office of Tourism

During the tour of the home, see the painting of
Admiral Black, the last person to speak to aviator
Amelia Earhart before her disappearance. The
home’s original owner was also good friends with
then-General George Washington.
Next, let a Civil War guide dressed in his
military uniform lead the group to Manassas
National Battlefield Park. There, watch the film,
Manassas: End of Innocence, narrated by Richard
Dreyfuss, discover the artifacts uncovered from
the battlefield and walk the hallowed ground
where two major Civil War battles unfolded.
ASK
Prince William County Office of Tourism
703-792-8423
visitpwc.com

1
2

National Museum of the Marine Corps
Manassas National Battlefield Park
Photos: Prince William Office of Tourism

grouptourmagazine.com
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National Museum
of the Marine Corps
Triangle

The museum is a public-private partnership between the U.S. Marine Corps
and the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation and under the command of Marine
Corps University. The museum’s purpose
is to present the history of America
through the eyes of the Marine Corps,
discover what it’s like to be a Marine,
understand the branch’s contributions
and learn about its core values of honor,
courage and commitment.
The museum is working on its Final
Phase, which will include historical
galleries that cover Marine Corps history from post-Vietnam to the present
day. Groups larger than 25 and groups
arriving by motorcoach must make a
reservation.
877-653-1775, usmcmuseum.com

Photo: Courtesy of the National Museum of the Marine Corps

EXPERIENCE A WORLD-CLASS
PERFORMANCE AT AMERICA’S
ONLY NATIONAL PARK FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS.
JUST 15 MILES FROM DC IN VIENNA, VA

BOOK YOUR GROUP TODAY | WOLFTRAP.ORG/GROUPS
20
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Turning Point
Suffragist Memorial
Fairfax County

The memorial was dedicated in 2021,
and it commemorates the millions of women who participated in the suffragist movement for more than seven decades. In 1917,
more than 70 suffragists were imprisoned
in the Occoquan Workhouse in retaliation
for picketing the Woodrow Wilson White
House for the right to vote. The suffragists
were jailed under inhumane conditions and
endured harsh treatment, including beatings
and force-feeding. On the evening of Nov.
14, 1917, which became known as the Night
of Terror, a group of new arrivals were
terrorized to an even greater degree. When

FROM

this information leaked out, it electrified the
country and became the “turning point” in
the effort to approve the 19th Amendment.
The memorial is in Occoquan Regional
Park, on part of the historic prison grounds
where the suffragists were jailed. The memorial includes three statues of prominent suffrage leaders, a 24-foot section of the actual
White House fence in front of which these
Silent Sentinels picketed, 19 informational
stations and a landscaped meditation garden. The memorial is free, self-guided and
open year-round during the park’s normal
hours of operation that change seasonally.
Docent-led tours can be booked for a fee for
organized groups of 10 or more.
703-690-2121, novaparks.com/parks/
turning-point-suffragist-memorial

MODERN

GROUP TOURS

TO HORSE COUNTRY

Point to Point Group Tours 

Photos: Turning Point Suffragist Memorial

TRADITIONS

 Morven Park

Just 25 miles from Washington, DC, Loudoun blends rural beauty with the attractions and access of a major
urban hub. Discover elevated cuisine, craft beverages, arts & culture and curated experiences for groups.

BRANCH OUT IN LOUDOUN | VisitLoudoun.org

grouptourmagazine.com
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National Museum
of the United States Army
is Army’s front door
Fort Belvoir

The National Museum of the United States Army,
which opened in 2020, is the first comprehensive and
truly national museum to capture, display and interpret more than 245 years of U.S. Army history.
Located on a publicly accessible area of Fort
Belvoir in southern Fairfax County, the museum tells
the Army’s story and honors the accomplishments,
sacrifices and commitments of American soldiers.

Photo: National Museum of the United States Army/Duane Lempke

The museum is a joint effort between the U.S. Army
and The Army Historical Foundation.
Pauline Bonilla, director, visitor engagement,
programs and group sales, said the museum appeals
to civilians and veterans with its rich variety of
programs.
“There are so many great destinations in our
region, and we are proud to now be a part of the
history market with our peer tourism partners,”
Bonilla said. “We add to the family of museums that
are a great fit for your itinerary to the Washington,
D.C.-Maryland-Virginia area.”
Museum admission is free, with timed-ticketing
reservations required for individuals and group

22
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tours. While the museum does not offer guided
group tours, trained docents are stationed throughout the galleries to answer visitors’ questions.
The Fighting for the Nation Galleries include individual exhibits dedicated to every major period in
American history — Revolutionary War, Westward
Expansion, Civil War, WWI, WWII, Cold War and
the Global War on Terror.
Artifact highlights are a Fort McHenry sword
and scabbard, a Civil War 12-pounder cannon, a
M4A3E2 Sherman “Jumbo” tank and a HU-1 “Huey”
helicopter.
The Experiential Learning Center is an immersive
learning space for all ages. A visit can be enhanced
with a simulated rescue mission and participation in
Operation Safe Passage or an exclusive Army history
briefing on a topic of interest to the group.
A standout feature of the museum is the Army
and Society Gallery, which explores the relationship
between the Army and the American people. Discover the Army’s role in shaping the national character.
Key exhibits, such as the Wright Flyer and the AN/
FPN-40 Radar set, illustrate the Army’s contribution
in driving the development of critical technologies.
The Soldiers’ Stories Gallery tells the personal accounts of men and women and provides perspective
on how much the United States owes to its soldiers.
Of Noble Deeds, the Army Theater’s film, explores what it means to be an American soldier on a
300-degree screen with external sensory
elements. This 12-minute film is available multiple times a day and is first-come, first-served.
The museum also offers a retail store and paid
attractions, including virtual reality and ride simulators. Simulators in the museum’s Action Center
transport guests into Army experiences through a
series of virtual reality programs, motion platforms
and state-of-the-art systems. Groups can pre-purchase tickets for a discounted rate.
Box lunches or meal vouchers can be pre-purchased for groups.
Museum staff members will help tour planners
arrange a visit, coordinate tickets and additional
experiences and plan dining options.
703-217-7946, armyhistory.org/group-ticketing

See how Army history is American history.

The Story of U.S.

DISCOVER THE NEWEST GREAT WASHINGTON, DC ATTRACTION,

LOCATED IN FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA.
The National Museum of the United States Army will immerse you in the experience of American
Soldiers since 1775. Curious minds of every age will find endless ways to learn and explore,
including a 300-degree theater, café, shopping and state-of-the-art exhibits. The Museum
is located at Fort Belvoir—less than 30 minutes from the National Mall and Arlington National
Cemetery, and 10 minutes from Mount Vernon and I-95. Free, timed
tickets are required and inspiring event spaces are available for rent.
Visit us online to learn more and plan your visit.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Flying Ace Farm
Distillery & Brewery
Lovettsville

Loudoun County’s first farm distillery and brewery opened
in the spring of 2021 and has since received numerous awards.
Beverages are produced from crops grown, harvested, stored
and milled on the property. The use of heirloom grains, such as
bloody butcher corn, results in a distinctive taste to the spirits.
Tastings are available. Monks on the Farm restaurant opened in
the spring. Tours of the Flying Ace Farm can be scheduled.
540-579-2007, flyingacefarm.com

Photo: Adedayo “Dayo” Kosoko for Visit Alexandria

Freedom House Museum
Alexandria

Newly renovated and with new exhibits showcasing Alexandria’s Black history and
the Black experience in America, Freedom House Museum will reopen this spring. The
building was once part of the headquarters of the largest domestic slave trading firm in
the United States. Alexandria’s role in the slave trade is presented through first-person
accounts of enslaved men and women. Traveling exhibits and exhibits highlighting
Alexandria’s African American history are presented on the second floor. The exhibit
on the third floor is “Before the Spirits are Swept Away: African American Historic Site
Paintings by Sherry Z. Sanabria.” Tours for seven or more should call the museum at
least one week in advance to arrange a time to visit. Groups are typically scheduled to
visit before or after public hours.
703-746-4736, alexandriava.gov/freedomhouse
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Photo: Riverside Center for the Performing Arts

Riverside Center for the
Performing Arts
Fredericksburg

Riverside Center for the Performing
Arts provides the area with professional
live theater through musicals, dramas
and more. With multiple hotels nearby,
and matinee and evening performance
options, it is a great destination. Not only
is Riverside conveniently located close to
I-95, but it also has ample parking complete with a nice layout for bus drop-off
and parking.
Riverside offers the option to purchase tickets for a three-course meal
service and the show, or simply tickets for
the show alone. Either type of ticket has a
group discount for groups of 12 or more.
As a bonus, every 25th ticket is only $10
(plus applicable tax). In addition, groups
can opt to purchase additional benefits
for a small charge such as an “actor talkback,” where group members can ask the
performers questions. Riverside also has
a spacious events center for weddings,
conferences and more.
540-370-4300, ext. 215;
riversidedt.com/group-sales
grouptourmagazine.com
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National Air and Space Museum’s
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Chantilly

The Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center near Washington Dulles International Airport
is the companion facility to the museum in Washington, D.C. The open, hangar-like
setting has the capacity to display hundreds of significant aircraft and spacecraft, along
with thousands of small artifacts. Aviation artifacts on display are the Lockheed SR-71
Blackbird, the fastest jet in the world; the Boeing Dash 80, the prototype of the 707;
the Boeing B-29 Superfortress Enola Gay; and the deHavilland Chipmunk aerobatic
airplane. The space shuttle Discovery dominates the space hangar. The center includes
the Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, the Airbus IMAX Theater and the Mary
Baker Engen Restoration Hangar, where visitors can watch museum specialists at work
restoring artifacts. Docent-led group tours must be arranged in advance.
202-633-2563, airandspace.si.edu

Photo: Dane Penland, Smithsonian Institution
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WinchesterFrederick County
HONOR Winchester is the birthplace and final resting
place of pioneering country music singer Patsy Cline.
Groups can experience Patsy Cline tours, the Patsy Cline
Historic House, her gravesite in Shenandoah Memorial
Park, the “Becoming Patsy Cline” exhibition at WinchesterFrederick County Visitors Center and the Patsy Cline Music
Festival, held every Labor Day weekend.
LEARN Civil War history is big in Winchester — the
city changed hands 72 times during the war. Groups can
explore three preserved battlefields: Kernstown Battlefield,
Cedar Creek Battlefield and Third Winchester Battlefield.
The Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum is housed in a
Georgian-style 1840 courthouse that was used as a hospital
and prison during the war. There are more Civil War sites to

1

see, as well as reenactments throughout the year.
EAT Launched earlier this year, the Service Station
Grub Trail features local restaurateurs that sling out
some of the best food from active and repurposed service
stations throughout the Winchester and Frederick County
area. Trail stop offerings include craft pizzas, acai bowls and
barbecue, to name a few.
VISIT The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley
interprets the art, history and culture of the Shenandoah
Valley. This regional museum complex also includes
a historic house dating to the 18th century, 6 acres of
spectacular gardens and The Trails at the MSV, a freeadmission art park featuring 3 miles of trails for walking,
running and biking.
SIP Misty Mountain Meadworks is a small Virginia
farm winery and the oldest operating meadery in Virginia.
Visit the tasting room for a sampling of mead, which is also
called honey wine.

2

ASK
Winchester-Frederick County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
877-871-1326
visitwinchesterva.com

1
2

Patsy Cline Historic House
Old Town Winchester
Photos: Virginia Tourism Corporation (Virginia.org)/Tari Lind

grouptourmagazine.com
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Taubman Museum of Art
Roanoke

Set in the heart of downtown Roanoke, the museum brings people and art
together for discovery, learning and enjoyment. The building, designed by architect Randall Stout, features a 77-foot glass
peak in the atrium, recalling the point
of the Roanoke Star, and the undulating
roofline is a nod to the Blue Ridge Mountains. The museum offers 11 galleries as
part of the Fralin Center for American
Art and originates 15–20 exhibitions a
year. Featured artists have ranged from
Kehinde Wiley to John James Audubon
and from Yoko Ono to Norman Rockwell. Advance registration is required for
groups. Tours can be customized.
540-204-4131,
taubmanmuseum.org/visit/tours-groups

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Tricia Keppel

Frontier Culture
Museum of Virginia
Staunton

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Black Dog Salvage
Roanoke

Shop for architectural antiques at the home of the DIY
Network TV series, Salvage Dawgs. Established in 1999, Black
Dog Salvage specializes in saving valuable architectural pieces from the landfill. Discover architectural salvage, old house
parts, custom upcycled designs, reproduction garden statues,
furniture paint, salvage-inspired furniture and decor in the main
showroom. The inventory changes every day. Curated regional
artisans and vendors add a constantly changing mix of new, vintage and antique home decor. Shop for unique gifts, souvenirs,
apparel, dog gear and the expanded gourmet Market collection.
540-343-6200, blackdogsalvage.com
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The museum tells the story of the
thousands of people who migrated to
Colonial America, either willingly or
as unwilling captives, and the life they
created. Outdoor exhibits are in two
separate areas: the Old World and America and include reproduced or moved
rural buildings from England, Germany,
Ireland, West Africa and America. Living
history demonstrators and exhibits depict
life in the homelands and in America.
The entire museum loop is about 2 miles.
The main paths of both the Old World
and New World loops are paved. Certain
sites, such as the West African, English,
1700s Settlement farms and the schoolhouse, are accessed by gravel pathways.
540-332-7850, frontiermuseum.org

VIRGINIA MOUNTAINS AND SHENANDOAH VALLEY
Luray Caverns
Luray

Well-lighted paved walkways lead to cathedral-size rooms with towering stone columns
and clear pools. Eastern America’s largest cavern is known for the variety of its formations,
natural color and the Great Stalacpipe Organ, a
one-of-a-kind musical instrument. The organ
makes stalactites sing by gently tapping them
throughout 3 acres of the caverns. Admission
includes the Car & Carriage Caravan Museum,
Toy Town Junction and the 7-acre Shenandoah
Heritage Village.
Groups are requested to contact the caverns
14 days in advance of travel. A tour can include
food packages with access to the Gem Sluice,
Garden Maze and Rope Adventure Park.
888-443-6551, luraycaverns.com

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

MASSANUTTEN

A Four Season Resort Destination

Accommodations • Meeting & Event Venues • Catering • Teambuilding Activities
Escape Rooms • Golf • Hiking • Skiing/Snowboarding • Snow Tubing
Zip Lines • Indoor/Outdoor WaterPark • Mountain Biking

Massanutten Resort® is the Mid-Atlantic’s premier
four-season resort destination. With spacious meeting
and event venues and comfortable accommodations
overlooking scenic mountain views, Massanutten Resort®
is well-equipped to host your group of up to 300 people.

Located in the heart of the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia

MASSRESORT.COM/GROUPS
grouptourmagazine.com
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National D-Day
Memorial
Bedford

The memorial, dedicated in 2001, preserves the lessons and legacy of D-Day:
June 6, 1944, the day the Allies invaded
Western Europe in World War II. At the
center of the memorial is a 44-foot-tall
arch, with the word Overlord (the military name of the operation) inscribed on
it. Proportionally, Bedford suffered the
nation’s severest D-Day losses, which is
why the memorial is located there. Guided group tours are available with advance
reservations.
540-587-3619, dday.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/ Star City Skycams

Bedford has left its mark on American and world
history. From a band of brothers to a founding father.
Hear remarkable stories of great bravery at the
National D-Day Memorial and stroll the grounds of
Thomas Jefferson’s beloved retreat at Poplar Forest.

National D-Day Memorial

———— Where Ordinary Ends... ————

Bedford Begins.
DestinationBedfordVA.com/groups

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest
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877-447-3257 | #DestinationBedfordVA

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

Heart of Appalachia
region
UNPLUG With lodging options ranging from lakefront
cabins to lodge rooms to yurts, Breaks Interstate Park is
ready and waiting to help groups unplug from the day-to-day
stresses of life. Mixing nature and relaxation with adrenaline
and awe, the park offers hiking, paddling, zip lining and views
that earned it the nickname “Grand Canyon of the South.”
EXPERIENCE During the spring and fall months,
Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure’s elk viewing tours
have a 100% success rate. Part of a restoration project, the
herd tends to stay around the prime habitat they were
re-introduced to. Enjoy the included box dinner at sunset,
overlooking the mountains in the distance.
CONQUER Bring your own car or motorcycle or rent a
Polaris Slingshot from Back of the Dragon Welcome Center
or Trailhead Resort and take on the 235 curves that make up
the Back of the Dragon. For the thrill seekers and the young at
heart alike, the 32-mile scenic route attracts drivers and riders
from all over the world.
TAKE IT EASY A valley that lies at an impressive 3,074
feet in elevation, Burke’s Garden lies in a massive bowl that
has collapsed in on itself over time. Here, groups will find a
slower pace. Horse-drawn buggies are often spotted on the
country road that winds through the rolling farmland that
makes up the garden. At Mattie’s Place, visitors are treated to
baked goods and sandwiches piled onto homemade bread.
After a meal like that, tourgoers may wish to rent a bike to
enjoy a slow journey through the picturesque countryside.
EXPLORE

The Pocahontas Exhibition Mine is open

for tours seasonally. While touring this authentic coal mine,
groups will stroll about half a mile at a leisurely pace while
hearing the stories of days gone by and admiring the various
fossils on the ceiling of the mine. Recently opened and serving
up menu items such as the “Coal Dust Cheesecake” is the Ole
No. 3 Restaurant and Bar.
ASK
Heart of Appalachia Tourism Authority
276-762-0011

Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure

heartofappalachia.com

Photo: Southern Gap Outdoor Adventure

grouptourmagazine.com
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Bristol
State Street in downtown Bristol is
the state line between Tennessee and
Virginia. Brass markers with “Tennessee”
on one side and “Virginia” on the other
side are set in the center of the street in
the downtown. Tour the Birthplace of
Country Music Museum. Other mustsee downtown attractions are the Bristol
Train Station, the Paramount Center
for the Arts, the NASCAR and Country
Music murals, the Veterans War Memorial in Cumberland Park and the “A Good
Place to Live” sign. A variety of shops and
restaurants are also part of the downtown
scene. Bristol Motor Speedway, known as
The Last Great Colosseum, is a world-famous half-mile NASCAR racetrack. At
press time, track tours were not available.
discoverbristol.org

Powell Valley Overlook
Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Kyle La Ferriere
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Paramount Center for the Arts

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation (Virginia.org)/Sarah Hauser

Big Stone Gap
Novelist John Fox Jr. immortalized
Big Stone Gap — his hometown — in
his 1908 novel The Trail of the Lonesome Pine. In the summer, the Trail of
the Lonesome Pine Outdoor Drama is
produced in Big Stone Gap. See the early
days of the coal boom and bust come
to life. Delve deeper into coal mining
history at the Harry W. Meador Coal
Museum. Tour the historic home of Fox.,
the June Tolliver House, the 101 Historic
Traincar and the Lonesome Pine School
and Heritage Museum.
For stunning views, head to the
Powell Valley Scenic Overlook to see the
entire valley that houses Big Stone Gap.
Author Adriana Trigiani grew up in Big
Stone Gap in the 1970s and wrote and
directed the 2015 movie adaptation of
her novel Big Stone Gap. The movie was
filmed entirely on location in Big Stone
Gap. Check out filming sites around town
and in the visitor center, sit in the booths
where the diner scenes were filmed.
276-523-2303, bigstonegap.com

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

Blue Ridge Highlands and Heart of Appalachia

Birthplace of Country
Music Museum

Carter Family Fold
Hiltons

Bristol

The Bristol Sessions — a series of
recordings made in the summer of 1927
in Bristol — are considered to be the “Big
Bang” of modern country music. The
museum offers two levels of guided tours:
an introductory tour and a one-hour
tour. Both give time afterward to explore
the multimedia exhibits and the special
exhibits gallery. Tours focus primarily on
music history stemming from the Bristol
Sessions. If a group has a specific interest, such as technology and the Bristol
Sessions or the development of country
music, that topic can be more fully incorporated into the tour. Meals and performances can be added to a package.
423-573-1927,
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

Photo: Birthplace of Country Music Museum/
Hannah Holmes

Traditional country music can be
heard every Saturday night in the Carter
Family Fold at the foot of Clinch Mountain. The rustic music shed seats 800-plus
and is on the grounds where the Carter
Family, one of country music’s founding
families, once lived. The original group
consisted of Sara Carter, her husband A.P.
Carter and her sister-in-law Maybelle
Carter. The Carter Family was discovered in the 1927 Bristol Sessions. Janette
Carter, one of three children of A.P.
and Sara Carter, established the Carter
Family Fold to honor the memory of her
parents and Maybelle Carter. A.P. Carter’s
general store is now a museum, and a few
steps away is the A.P. Carter Cabin and
Birthplace.
276-594-0676, carterfamilyfold.org

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Cameron Davidson

Wytheville

Observation tower,
Big Walker Lookout

Photo: Virginia Tourism Corporation
(Virginia.org)/Sam Dean

Wytheville (pronounced WITH-vill) is located at the intersection
of Interstates 77 and 81. Get oriented at the Wytheville Visitor Center
and then pick up a step-on guide. Group tours often stop at Big Walker
Lookout (the highest point on the Big Walker Mountain National
Scenic Byway) for the observation tower and swinging bridge; Fort
Chiswell Animal Park; Beagle Ridge Herb Farm; West Wind Farm
Vineyards and Winery and Rural Retreat Winery; Wolf Creek Indian
Village & Museum; Edith Bolling Wilson Birthplace Museum; African
American Heritage Museum; and The Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre,
where there is special pricing for groups.
877-347-8307, visitwytheville.com
grouptourmagazine.com
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