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Wyoming
Learn why the West is best experienced with a group
Home to two of the world’s
most-visited national parks, historic
sites, beautiful state parks and
countless museums, lodges and attractions, Wyoming has something
to offer groups of all sizes. Groups
will come to welcome the sprawling landscapes and wide-open
spaces the state is known for.
We chatted with Amy Larsen,
industry relations manager at Wyoming Office of Tourism, to learn
what groups can experience in the
Cowboy State.
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Q. What are some of the main
reasons tour planners should bring
their groups to Wyoming?
A. Wyoming is full of so much natural
beauty, not only in our environment, but
our communities and the people that call
Wyoming home! Wyoming’s scenery is
some of the most awe-inspiring scenery in
the world with easy access for groups. Our
Western heritage is still very much a part
of who we are and your groups can experience it firsthand. You can trace history
back over a million years, see where the
dinosaurs once walked, visit petroglyphs
dating back thousands of years, learn
about the mountain man, experience the

Western Migration as the early pioneers
did, take a soak in a natural hot spring
and end the day in great accommodations
after enjoying a local culinary delight.
That’s WY!
Q. What’s new for visitors/groups
this year in Wyoming?
A. One of our newest attractions is the
National Museum of Military Vehicles,
located in Dubois. It is a 14,000-squarefoot, $100 million museum telling the
stories of the American experience in
WWII, the Korean War and the Vietnam
War. U.S. military veterans always get in
free.

The newest initiative from the Wyoming Office of Tourism is our brand-new
That’s WY Byway Box for groups that
includes a Wyoming destination in their
tour. The Byway Box includes a That’s WY
stuffed plush (that the guide can keep or
give away), helpful guides for your tour
leader, maps and giveaways for the entire
group. Group leaders just need to go to
travelwy.com/group-travel at least two
weeks prior to arrival in Wyoming and
upload their itinerary and group information and we will get the box shipped out.
Q. What surprises groups the most
when visiting Wyoming?
A. All there is to do in Wyoming! Most
groups are familiar with our two great
national parks, Yellowstone and Grand
Teton, but are not aware of all of the other
great destinations or history in our state.
I always love when meeting with tour
operators and they say, “I had no idea
Wyoming had so much to offer.”
Q. What services does Wyoming
Office of Tourism offer for tour
planners?
A. We have a group tour page that offers
some great itineraries, of course the
Byway Box information and our contact
information. We work closely with our

CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYS,
CHEYENNE

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

partners around the state, so we can effortlessly help tour planners connect with
destinations around the state. We can also
offer suggestions of routes to travel and
what to see along the way.
Q. Is Wyoming Office of Tourism
leading any efforts regarding sustainable tourism? How can visitors
do their part in keeping Wyoming’s
natural beauty intact?
A. Last year, we launched a great sustainable tourism program called Wy Respon-

sibly that definitely answers this question.
For our group travel participants, just be
aware of our wildlife and environment
that is their home. Keep your distance,
respect their home, keep them wild. Also
in our local communities: be healthy, be
flexible and informed, and buy local.
Q. What do you hope groups take
away from a visit to Wyoming?
A. An awe-inspiring experience! That
Wyoming truly is the last bastion of the
West and has more to offer than what they
just experienced!
Q. Is there anything else tour
planners should know about
Wyoming?
A. Wyoming is full of hidden gems! Do
not be afraid to discover our small towns
and off-the-beaten path destinations.
If you see something that interests you,
reach out to us. Often, we have great and
creative ways to inform, engage and feed
your groups. There is just so much more
to explore in this great state! n

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
MILITARY VEHICLES, DUBOIS

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

Wyoming Office of Tourism
307-777-6706
travelwyoming.com
2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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PLAN YOUR ITINERARY

Carbon
County
VIEW
Take the Snowy Range Scenic Byway — one
of the most scenic drives in the world. Go through
the massive Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forest on a drive that offers views of gigantic
granite peaks, glittering lakes and thick forests.
Whether the group is exploring the great
Continental Divide, high mountain deserts or
vast prairie lands, Wyoming’s breathtaking scenery
does not disappoint. Be on the lookout to catch
a glimpse of wildlife, including deer, antelope,
moose, elk, bald eagles, badgers and more.

ENJOY
Sample local craft brews at The Snowy
Mountain Brewery in Saratoga. Dine like a local
at the Firewater Public House, the Historic
Wolf Hotel or Bella’s Bistro. The Saratoga Hot
Springs Resort features a private 70-foot mineral
hot springs pool and teepee-covered smaller
mineral pools. For a bit more adventure, rent a
utility terrain vehicle at the resort for half-day or
full-day adventures.
Soak in the Hobo Hot Springs, which is free
and open to the public 24 hours a day.

“

Elk Mountain,
Snowy Range Scenic Byway
Photo: Carbon County Visitors Council

Carbon County is one of Wyoming’s least populated
counties in the state. Carbon County encompasses a little
under 9,000 square miles with two National Scenic Byways,
the Historical Lincoln Highway, and the Seminoe to Alcova
Backway. Come and experience Wyoming’s Carbon County
and our vast awe-inspiring backyard.”
—Leslie Jefferson, CEO, Carbon County Visitors Council

EXPLORE
Discover Carbon County’s rich history full
of colorful characters and infamous outlaws.
In Rawlins check out the historic Wyoming
Frontier Prison. Guided tours are available
year-round. Carbon County Museum exhibits
highlight the rich heritage of the area. Stop at the
Hanna Basin Museum or Grand Encampment
Museum for mining history. Train buffs will enjoy
the Saratoga Museum and the Medicine Bow
Museum. Both are in original railroad depots.

ASK
Carbon County Visitors Council
800-228-3547
wyomingcarboncounty.com
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Utility terrain vehicle tour
Photo: Carbon County Visitors Council

Past to present
Remembering the history of the Rocky Mountain West
By Erica Zazo
Experience Wyoming’s natural and societal history — from
prehistoric ages to modern-day times — at cultural museums,
interpretive centers and in hands-on programming offered
across the state. Groups of all sizes and interests have the chance
to truly understand Wyoming’s deep-rooted and inspiring his
tory captured throughout the region by cultural, governmental
and nonprofit organizations.
Whether it’s a visit with an archaeologist, the sights and
sounds of a rambunctious rodeo, or a heartfelt story about an
early pioneer’s journey across the Rockies and Wyoming plains,
there’s much to be learned about the experiences, people and
natural forces that shaped the Wild West.

Wyoming
Dinosaur Center
Thermopolis

Dig in to prehistoric history by
giving archaeology a try at the Wyoming
Dinosaur Center. The world-class facility
boasts one of the largest and distinctive
collections of prehistoric fossils that allow
guests and groups of all ages to experience history with hands-on programming. Six programs offer the chance to
learn proper excavation and preservation
techniques from real archaeologists.
Visitors can shovel and pickaxe their
way through layers of hard sandstone
on an actual excavation site to help
archaeologists uncover hidden treasures
inside. Programs span half- or full-day,
or weeklong time frames. Group rates are
available for groups of 15 or more.
307-864-2997,
wyomingdinosaurcenter.org

WYOMING DINOSAUR CENTER
PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM
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WYOMING FRONTIER
PRISON MUSEUM

By wagon-train
or motor-coach,
every road leads
to adventure

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

When planning a group tour
that includes a Wyoming
destination, we’d like to
extend a little taste of Western
Hospitality. Send us your
itinerary, and we will send you
a box with some helpful
guides, a That’s WY plush, and
a handful of giveaways for
the entire group.

Wyoming Frontier
Prison Museum
Rawlins

Learn more and sign up for the
That’s WY Byway Box at
travelwy.com/group-travel

The grim and unsettling history of the
Wyoming Frontier Prison Museum can
be witnessed firsthand on a guided tour
of the state penitentiary. Built in 1888 and
opened in 1901, the prison housed a total
of 13,500 people throughout its 80 years
of operation. Incarcerated inmates were
subject to gruesome punishment and
solitary confinement, including bareboned cell quarters with no electricity,
running water and minimal heating in
the earliest years. Walk-up tours are available Monday through Thursday at 10:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Groups of 10 or more
must book tours in advance. Paranormal
investigations are also available by booking in advance.
307-324-4422,
wyomingfrontierprison.org

2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Past to present

Oregon Trail Ruts
State Historic Site
Guernsey

For more than 20 years, thousands
of pioneers traveled across the country
on the California, Oregon, and Mormon
trails in search of a better life. Today, the
Oregon Trail Ruts State Historic Site near
Guernsey captures the figurative and
literal imprinted history of the pioneer
journey. Five- to six-foot-deep castings
and indentations — known as trail ruts
— were formed from pioneers’ wagon
wheels and animal and foot traffic and
can be viewed up-close at the Oregon
Trail Ruts State Historic Site. This unique
experience gives groups a glimpse into
the difficult journey travelers faced as
they navigated up and around the Platte
River during the early and mid-1800s.
A group picnic shelter and restroom are
available at the site.
307-836-2334, wyoparks.wyo.gov/
index.php/places-to-go/oregon-trail-ruts

OREGON TRAIL RUTS
STATE HISTORIC SITE

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

National Historic Trails
Interpretive Center
Casper

See life through the eyes of a pioneer at the Wyoming
National Historic Trails Interpretive Center. The interpretive
museum documents the history, stories and experiences of
more than 400,000 pioneers who traveled four historic U.S.
trails — the Oregon, California, Mormon and Pony Express
trails — between 1841 and 1868. Eight hands-on exhibits
and galleries teach visitors about this interesting and integral
piece of Wyoming and Western history. Visitors are also invited to watch the award-winning short film Footsteps to the
West for a deeper understanding of pioneer life. Admission
is free and the center is open seven days a week.
307-265-8030, nhtcf.org
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Cheyenne Street Railway Trolley
Cheyenne

“All aboard!” the Cheyenne Street Railway Trolley — a
90-minute driving tour of Wyoming’s capital city. During
the ride, seasoned tour guides share the history of the people
and events that shaped this quintessential Wild West town.
Groups will see the city’s most notable sites and historic
buildings, with engaging narration along the entire route.
Brave travelers can sign up for the Frightseeing Ghost Tours
in October for a glimpse into the darker sides of the city’s
history. And from mid-December through early January,
groups enjoy the magic of the winter season on the Holiday
Light Tour. The Cheyenne Street Railway Trolley runs yearround and can accommodate groups of all sizes.
800-426-5009, cheyenne.org/things-to-do/cheyennetrolley

Heart Mountain
Interpretive Center
Powell

The award-winning Heart Mountain
Interpretive Center is a National Historic
Landmark Site that serves as an important memory of trying times in American
history for Japanese Americans. Opened
in 2011, the center preserves and tells the
real stories of more than 14,000 Japanese
Americans who were unjustly incarcerated at the site during World War II.
Pictures, artwork, books and journals,
artifacts and digital exhibits help visitors
remember and most importantly teach
future generations about this unfortunate
piece of the nation’s history. Special group
rates are available.
307-754-8000, heartmountain.org

2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Past to present

Cheyenne Frontier Days
Old West Museum
Cheyenne

The Cheyenne Frontier Days Old
West Museum is a celebration and culmination of rodeo culture under one roof.
The museum’s rotating exhibits feature
some of the most intriguing Western and
rodeo artifacts from the region, including
an extensive collection of carriages and
rodeo equipment dating to the very first
event held in 1897. Groups can also visit
during the mid-summer Cheyenne Frontier Days™ in July. The tournament-style
rodeo lasts nine days with authentic
rodeo events, including bareback horse
riding, barrel racing, steer wrestling, bull
riding and more. The museum is open
daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and charges
age-based admission.
307-778-7290, cfdrodeo.com

CHEYENNE FRONTIER DAYS
OLD WEST MUSEUM

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

Natural History
Museum
Rock Springs

Walk among giants at the Natural
History Museum at Western Wyoming
Community College (WWCC). Five
full-size dinosaur replicas — including
the Triceratops, Stegosaurus, Plesiosaur,
Camptosaurus, Tyrannosaurus — tower
above visitors inside the campus museum. Also on display are plant and
fish-imprinted fossils from the Jurassic
and Cretaceous periods. All museum
artifacts were excavated by archaeologists
who explored the region, capturing a
unique glimpse at what life looked like
there in prehistoric times. The WWCC
Natural History Museum is the largest,
most easily accessible collection of dinosaurs off I-80 between Chicago and San
Francisco. All displays are free and open
to the public during school hours.
307-382-1600, westernwyoming.edu/
campus-map/exhibits-on-campus/
natural-history.php
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Wyoming State Museum
Cheyenne

Preserving Wyoming’s past and present, the Wyoming State Museum offers visitors
an up-close look at a diverse range of objects, artifacts and relics representing the state’s
rich natural and societal history. The collections represent Wyoming’s prehistoric to
modern-day heritage and offer an interpretation of the Rocky Mountain West’s history
through educational, historical, and cultural displays and programming. Admission to
the Wyoming State Museum and its programs is free.
307-777-7022, wyomuseum.wyo.gov

Museum of the American West
Lander

The pioneer experience takes a new form at this living history museum that brings
authentic stories of travelers’ past to life. Sights and sounds through interpretive displays,
voice exhibits and on-site docents feature true tales of real pioneers who traveled the Wind
River, Sweetwater Valley and South Pass region of the Rocky Mountains. On the 8-acre
property, groups can tour 10 restored and preserved buildings, including the Borner’s
Garden School, Dickinson Livery Stable and St. Matthew’s Church. Tours are available as
self-guided walks or schedule docent-led tours in advance. Admission is free.
307-335-8778, museumoftheamericanwest.com

National Museum
of Military Vehicles
Dubois

The 140,000-square-foot National
Museum of Military Vehicles is one of
the largest and most elaborate displays
of military history in the nation. A total
of 475 fully restored metal machines, including military vehicles, artillery pieces,
naval vessels and aircraft are on display
to honor and remember the service
members who fought for the freedom
of so many. Museum artifacts date from
1897 to the present, and they emphasize
the American military experience during
the political and social uproar in World
War I, World War II, and the Korean and
Vietnam wars. The museum is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the exception
of July 4. Group tour bookings should
be made in advance on the museum’s
website.
307-455-3802, nmmv.org

2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Cheyenne
EAT
After handfeeding the bison from Terry Bison
Ranch’s famous Bison Train, eat on-site at group-friendly
Senator’s Steakhouse and Brass Nickel Saloon.
Two Fridays a month throughout the summer, enjoy
cowboy cooking and homegrown rodeo at Hell on
Wheels Chuck Wagon Dinner & Rodeo — basically as
authentic as Wyoming experiences get. Group pricing is
available.

DO
Get an immersive pioneer experience on a working
farm with a homesteading experience at Pine Ranch
in Carpenter. Milk goats, churn butter, bake bread and
feed the animals in the six-hour visit. Lunch is included.

SIP
Take a farm-to-flask tour at Pine Bluffs Distilling in
Pine Bluffs. This small distiller keeps his operations hyperlocal by sourcing all the grains to malt from within 25
miles of the distillery. Pine Bluffs Distilling repurposes the
mash for animal feed and sells malt to regional brewers.
Visit the farm, tour the distillery and taste the products.

TOUR
Head to Cheyenne Frontier Days Old West
Museum, Cheyenne Depot Museum, Nelson Museum
of the West, Cheyenne Botanic Gardens, Cowgirls of
the West or the Wyoming State Museum.

EXPLORE
Downtown Cheyenne is full of boutiques, and the
Wrangler is an obvious must-stop for the cowboy look.
Art abounds, including the popular 8-foot-tall Big Boots
and larger-than-life murals, each with its own take on
the West.

RIDE
The Wild West Trolley Tour provides a 90-minute
excursion through Wyoming history.

ASK
Visit Cheyenne
307-778-3133
cheyenne.org
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“

A stop in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, with your
motorcoach delivers authentic
Western hospitality with a
side of adventure, history and
remnants of the Wild West.
Throw in group-friendly
dining and coach-ready
hotels, everyone on your bus
will be raving about this stop!”

—Andi Jaspersen, experience
and marketing manager and group
sales, Visit Cheyenne

Pine Ranch
Photo: Visit Cheyenne

The great outdoors
Experience the wild side of Wyoming
By Erica Zazo
Welcome to the Wild, Wild West —
in Wyoming, you can have your pick of
endless outdoor experiences at some of
America’s most beautiful destinations.
From the wilderness of Yellowstone National Park to family-run ranches in the
remote countryside, a trip in Wyoming’s
wild spaces is food for the soul.
Casual recreationists and thrill-seekers alike will find Wyoming has it all.
Choose a rugged escape or a more approachable adventure into the outdoors:
from treks to national monuments and
through wilderness areas to horseback
travels across wide-open plains.

Yellowstone
National Park
Flush with deep canyons, flower-filled
meadows, flowing streams and steaming
hot springs, Yellowstone is recognized
as one of the most notable natural
destinations in the world. As the oldest
designated park in the national park
system, Yellowstone offers visitors a rich
history that continues to unfold today,
and this year, the park celebrates its 150th
anniversary. Yellowstone contains nearly
half of the world’s active geysers, including Old Faithful, which gushes 3,700 to
8,400 gallons of water and over 180 feet
each eruption. Park highlights include
the Grand Prismatic Spring, Mammoth
Hot Springs and Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone, and visitors often spot bears,
bison, antelope, elk and wolves from various vantage points throughout the park.
Commercial bus tours will be required
to pay entry fees based on vehicle seating
capacity.
307-344-7381, nps.gov/yell
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OLD FAITHFUL GEYSER,
YELLOWSTONE
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

A-OK Corral
Jackson

Experience the Wild West like it was
meant to be: on horseback. A-OK Corral,
a riding outfitter and guiding company,
takes riders through lush meadows and
dense forest in Jackson Hole’s stunning
Gros Ventre Wilderness area. Groups can
choose from one-, two-, and three-hour
rides, or half-day or full-day tours by
horseback. Along the way, riders will take
in scenic views along the Snake River,
wade through wildflower fields and travel
up mountain trails, and even experience
a few creek crossings on the longer trips.
Guided tours must be booked in advance
and can accommodate beginners to experienced riders.
307-733-6556, a-okcorral.com

Devils Tower
National Monument
Rising 1,267 feet above the Belle
Fourche River in the Black Hills, the
Devils Tower National Monument stands
today as one of the most notable geological features in the Western United
States. Formed over 50 million years
ago by molten rock forced upward from
deep within the earth, Devils Tower has
been studied by geologists around the
world. Its true ideation story remains a
debate today. Devils Tower has sacred
and cultural significance for more than 20
Native American tribes and Indigenous
peoples, both past and present. Visitors
can explore the boulder fields and hiking
trails along the base of the tower, or even
watch experienced rock climbers scale the
steep wall face.
307-467-5283, ext. 635; nps.gov/deto

DEVILS TOWER
NATIONAL MONUMENT
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK
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The great outdoors

National Elk Refuge
Jackson

JACKSON HOLE MOUNTAIN RESORT
PHOTO: JACKSON HOLE MOUNTAIN RESORT

The National Elk Refuge has protected elk and native animal species of the
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem for over
100 years. Established as a “winter game
reserve” in 1912, the refuge today focuses
on the conservation of elk and their winter habitat, as well as protecting numerous other species including bison, wolves,
bald eagles, bighorn sheep and cutthroat
trout. The elk are most often spotted
mid-December through early April in the
refuge, and in late spring, migrate toward
the Grand Teton National Park for the
summer and fall months. Known as the
Jackson elk herd, this group remains the
largest elk herd in North America. Visit
the Jackson Hole & Greater Yellowstone
Visitor Center for indoor viewing areas
and interpretive displays and to learn
from refuge staff on-site.
307-733-9212,
fws.gov/refuge/national-elk

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort
Jackson

Since 1939, the famed Jackson Hole Mountain Resort has
served as a retreat for adventure-seekers from around the
world. Nestled in the Teton Range of the Rocky Mountains,
the resort offers epic outdoor experiences that attract more
than 2.6 million visitors year-round. In the winter, skiers and
snowboarders flock to the mountain’s 130 powder-covered
trails. In summer, Jackson Hole fills with hikers, downhill
mountain bikers, and groups and visitors simply looking
to escape into the great outdoors. The resort also offers a
number of group activities, including group-rate lift tickets,
lodging and guided outdoor experiences like snowshoeing,
sightseeing excursions, rafting trips and more.
307-733-2292, jacksonhole.com/groups
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Pryor Mountain
Wild Mustang Center
Lovell

See wild horses in their natural
habitat on a guided experience with the
Pryor Mountain Wild Mustang Center.
The Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range,
which became the nation’s first public
wild horse range in 1968, is home to the
center. The center’s focus has remained
the same since its founding: to study,
protect and educate the public about the
local herd of Colonial Spanish horses that
have lived and migrated among the Pryor
Mountain Range for nearly 200 years.
Visitors can reserve their spot for a fullday trip to see the Pryor horses and other
wildlife in the area via phone or email.
307-548-9453, pryormustangs.org

FLAMING GORGE
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

Flaming Gorge
National
Recreation Area
Revel at the spectacular red sandstone
cliffs and canyon walls at the Flaming
Gorge National Recreation Area, a
207,363-acre scenic wilderness area on
the Wyoming and Utah border. On the
Flaming Gorge Reservoir, the recreation
area’s most popular destination, outdoor
enthusiasts enjoy activities like boating,
fishing, waterskiing, camping and rafting.
Most famous for its trophy trout fishing, Flaming Gorge is full of a number
of species, including Kokanee salmon,
smallmouth bass, burbot and a variety
of trout. The reservoir spans 91 miles
along the Green River and was formed
by the Flaming Gorge Dam constructed
in 1964.
435-789-1181,
fs.usda.gov/detail/ashley/specialplaces

This Is How We

Breathtaking Sights on an
All-Inclusive Bus Tour
EXPLOREWY.COM
(307) 382-2538
2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Terry Bison Ranch
Cheyenne

Terry Bison Ranch provides an unforgettable experience for
groups of all sizes. The second-largest bison ranch in the United
States spans 27,500 acres across pristine Wyoming countryside
and is open year-round. Activities include horseback rides, fishing and ATV trips, but most popular is the famous Bison Train
Tour — an hour-and-a-half-long ride through bison territory.
On the train tour, riders can relax and enjoy scenic views from
one of six custom-built trains and get a unique up-close experience feeding the bison by hand. Groups should call in advance
for on-site restaurants, cabin and RV site reservations.
307-634-4171, terrybisonranch.com

Buffalo Bill Dam and Visitor Center
Cody

Peer down 280 feet to the Shoshone River on one of America’s earliest engineering feats of its kind. Built between 1905 and
1910, the Buffalo Bill Dam, originally known as the Shoshone
Dam, was one of the first concrete arch dams ever built in the
U.S. and was constructed to provide a reliable source of water for
irrigation farming in the surrounding region. The dam remains
a resource today for neighboring farms and communities.
Today the reservoir serves as a recreational hub for activities like
fishing, boating and camping, and the dam remains a viewing
spectacle for visitors and groups alike.
307-527-6076, bbdvc.com

TERRY BISON RANCH
PHOTO: TERRY BISON RANCH

Grand Teton
National Park
Snowcapped mountains and jagged
peaks rise high into the sky in Grand
Teton National Park, a 310,000-acre
wilderness paradise in Teton County.
Park-goers revel at alpine lakes thousands
of feet above the valley and enjoy the
serenity of the iconic Snake River that
cuts through the park. Wildlife roams
in abundance within The Tetons. Moose
and elk, grizzly and black bear, and more
than 300 bird species are just a handful
of wild creatures visitors can find inside
the park. Popular excursions include boat
rides across Jackson Lake and Jenny Lake,
sightseeing from the Jackson Lake, Jenny
Lake or Snake River overlooks, or simply
enjoying the views on Signal Mountain or
along The 42-Mile Scenic Loop Drive.
307-739-3399, nps.gov/grte
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GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK
PHOTO: ADOBE STOCK

Legend Rock State Petroglyph Site
Thermopolis

Rock walls turn into artistic canvases at the Legend Rock State Petroglyph Site,
where ancient histories, messages and images of the past are preserved in the sandstone walls. Located 30 miles northwest of Hot Springs State Park, the Legend Rock site
features more than 300 petroglyphs, or ancient and cultural rock carvings and paintings,
that date back thousands of years. To visit the Legend Rock State Petroglyph Site, visitors or groups must obtain a key and permit from Hot Springs State Park, Hot Springs
County/Thermopolis Chamber of Commerce or the Meeteetse Museum. Family and
group tours can also be scheduled through Hot Springs State Park.
307-864-2176, wyoparks.wyo.gov/index.php/places-to-go/legend-rock

HOT SPRINGS STATE PARK

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

Hot Springs State Park
Thermopolis

Soak in views and relaxation at Hot
Springs State Park, a natural and therapeutic destination near central Wyoming.
Hot springs here flow at a consistent temperature of 135 degrees Fahrenheit and
visitors can bathe in 104-degree Fahrenheit water inside the free bathhouse
on-site. The park’s colorful terraces, a
result of mineral deposits from trickling
water from the hot springs, create unique
geological formations throughout the
park. Visitors can hike on 6½ miles of
trail or take a shorter walk across the
suspension footbridge over the Big Horn
River for a unique vantage point above
the terrace. The state park is also known
for its beautiful summer flower gardens
and bison viewing starting late fall and
through winter months.
307-864-2176, wyoparks.wyo.gov
index.php/places-to-go/hot-springs
2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Cody
EXPLORE
Learn the epic stories of Yellowstone and the
American West together in one place at Buffalo
Bill Center of the West, a Smithsonian affiliate.
The facility includes five separate museums: the
Buffalo Bill Museum, Cody Firearms Museum,
Whitney Western Art Museum, Plains Indian
Museum and the Draper Natural History Museum.
At Old Trail Town, see a collection of 26
authentic buildings and artifacts from the mid- to
late-1800s. The historic buildings were relocated
from remote locations in Wyoming and Montana.

RIDE

Cody Nite Rodeo
Photo: Park County Travel Council

Journey through the city with Cody Trolley
Tours, a fun, old-time trolley that gives groups
a glimpse of the old and new West. The
hourlong, 22-mile tour presents local history, area
attractions, geology, wildlife and spectacular
scenery interwoven with the compelling story of
Buffalo Bill Cody.
Take a river float trip on the Shoshone
River. Cody has three companies that offer the
experience for all ages. Groups witness the historic
canyon and spectacular wildlife.

SEE
Head to Buffalo Bill Dam & Visitor Center,
located just 6 miles west of Cody. The site is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. Groups
enjoy beautiful views of the Shoshone Canyon
while learning about the benefit of the dam for
the Big Horn Basin area.

“

Whether a motorcoach tour, family reunion or
educational tour, an itinerary can be tailored to
any group’s interests and enthusiasm. The charm
of our unique community, a myriad of activities
and the genuine Western hospitality extended will
ensure an enjoyable and memorable stay here at
the East Gate of Yellowstone.”
—Ryan Hauck, executive director,
Park County Travel Council

WATCH
Cody is called the “Rodeo Capital of the World”
and hosts the longest-running consecutive rodeo
performances in the United States, the Cody Nite
Rodeo. Enjoy a true Western rodeo every night
from June through August.

ASK
Park County Travel Council
800-393-CODY
codyyellowstone.org/groups
Buffalo Bill Dam & Visitors Center
Photo: Park County Travel Council
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Celebrating a milestone

Yellowstone
National Park
marks 150 years
By Lisa Waterman Gray
There’s nothing like following a boardwalk near steaming, bubbling, multi-colored “mud pots,” in Yellowstone National
Park. Or watching Old Faithful spew 3,700 to
8,400 gallons of hot water 200 feet into the air.
When the breeze kicks up, Old Faithful’s mist becomes a steamy white curtain, extending for many
yards, from its Upper Geyser Basin eruption site.
“Within Yellowstone’s 2.2 million acres,
visitors have unparalleled opportunities to observe
wildlife in an intact ecosystem, explore geothermal
areas that contain about half the world’s active
geysers and view geologic wonders like the Grand
Canyon of the Yellowstone River,” said Linda Veress, a public information specialist at the park.
Seven visitor centers (and one near the west
entrance), contact stations, and trail-side museums
also delight, educate and inspire guests.
First national park
It has been 150 years since Yellowstone became the world’s first national park; and more than
four decades since it became a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Today, the majority of guests visit

during summertime.
Yellowstone is larger than Rhode Island
plus Delaware. Of the park’s acreage, 96% lies in
Wyoming, 3% in Montana and 1% in Idaho. Water
covers about 5% of the park. Grassland comprises
15%, with forested acres too.
Indigenous people have lived here for more
than 11,000 years. The once-local Minnetaree tribe
called the river “Mi tse a-da-zi,” or “Rock Yellow
River.” After several French Canadian and English
translations, the area finally became known as
“Yellowstone.”
Yellowstone’s geology
The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone River is
the largest of three canyons in the park. Volcanic
activity, wind and rain have sculpted multi-hued
rocks throughout the 20-mile long, 1,000-foot
deep and 1,500- to 4,000-foot-wide canyon. Today,
it features the 308-foot Lower Falls and the 109foot Upper Falls.
Nearly 300 waterfalls dot the park. And, at
7,733 feet, Yellowstone Lake is the nation’s largest
high-elevation lake. Up to 430 feet deep, its 131

GRAND PRISMATIC SPRING

BUFFALO JAM

square miles of surface area invite boating and 141
miles of shoreline.
Yellowstone’s active volcanic caldera ranks
among the world’s largest, with up to 3,000 earthquakes, annually. The park also features more than
10,000 hot springs, mud pots and steam vents,
plus 500 active geysers. In one of several mountain
ranges, Eagle Peak tops 11,000 feet elevation.
Flora and fauna
Hiking trails, and horseback or bike riding
are great ways to explore the park. Wooded areas
display nine conifer species and one of the world’s
largest petrified forests. Tour groups can see more
than 1,000 species of native flowering plants, and
186 lichen species on rocks, walls and trees.
Yellowstone hosts five amphibious species,
six reptile varieties and 16 fish varieties. This lush
environment also hosts 150 nesting bird species.
Sixty-seven animal breeds include endangered
grizzlies and other bears. Hoofed animal species
abound, from bighorn sheep to the nation’s oldest
and largest public bison herd. For maximum safety, guests should view bears or wolves from at least
100 yards away — and bison, elk or other animals
from at least 25 yards.
“Yellowstone is home to approximately 5,400
wild bison,” Veress said. “In summertime, they
can often be seen, grazing, in Hayden and Lamar
valleys. Bison, like all animals in Yellowstone, are
wild and unpredictable, no matter how calm they
appear to be.”

LOWER FALLS

MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS

Stay and play
Operated by Xanterra Parks & Resorts-Yellowstone, Yellowstone National Park Lodges offer

more than 2,000 rooms and many dining options.
At Lake Yellowstone Hotel, guests experience
1920s elegance, plus individual cabins.
Stay at the Old Faithful Inn, near Old Faithful Geyser; or at the rustic 1936 Mammoth Hot
Springs Hotel & Cabins, where elk graze, and
guests can rent recreational equipment.
Old Faithful Snow Lodge & Cabins won a
Travel+Leisure award, for Western Design, in 1999.
Grant Village honors President Ulysses S. Grant,
with six, 50-room chalets near Yellowstone Lake,
while Canyon Lodge & Cabins’ five LEED-certified buildings create the largest sustainable lodging
in U.S. national parks.
“In-park lodging is always an advantage, as
it provides the continuous access to the park and
whatever natural features are near the lodge or
hotel,” said Rick Hoeninghausen, director of sales
and marketing for Yellowstone National Park
Lodges.
Food in the national park ranges from fast
food and quick-service options to fine dining.
“More importantly, we focus on offering local and
sustainably produced food as much as possible
and across all dining outlets,” Hoeninghausen said.
Whether guests visit once, or many times,
preserving Yellowstone doesn’t end with park
staff. “Park partners, volunteers and visitors can
all become stewards to help to protect this special
place for the enjoyment of future generations,”
Veress said. n
Xanterra-Parks & ResortsYellowstone, Group Sales
406-646-1137
yellowstonelodge.com/group-inquiries

OLD FAITHFUL INN
PHOTOS: ADOBE STOCK

PLAN YOUR ITINERARY

Gillette
EXPLORE
Anchored in Wyoming’s northeast corner, Gillette
is the gateway to Devils Tower National Monument,
the nation’s first national monument, and the perfect
midway stop between Yellowstone National Park and
South Dakota’s Mount Rushmore National Memorial.

TOUR
Take an adventure through time and experience
one of the world’s largest and oldest working bison
ranches at Durham Bison Ranch. With around 3,000
bison on 55,000 acres, Durham Ranch has been actively
engaged in the raising of bison since the mid-1960s.
Groups can schedule tours through the Gillette Visitor
Center.
Explore downtown Gillette with a historic walking
tour. Learn about the city’s history of gunslinging
cowboys while experiencing the charm of a quaint but
up-and-coming downtown. The self-guided tour can be
accessed via printed guidebook (available at the Gillette
Visitor Center) or TravelStorys app.

EAT
With deliciously tender beef steaks, heavenly
seafood, savory pastas and a well-rounded American
menu, Rail Yard Bar & Grill offers true Wyoming
hospitality.

LEARN
Get an in-depth look at the local history, culture
and people of Campbell County at the Campbell
County Rockpile Museum. Located in the heart of
coal country, the museum features collections of rifles,
saddles, Native American artifacts, fossils and wagons.
The museum comprises two large buildings and several
outdoor exhibits.

ASK
Visit Gillette & Wright
307-686-0040
visitgillettewright.com

“

The Gillette area in northeast Wyoming is
perfect for groups. It’s on the main route (I-90)
between Mount Rushmore and Yellowstone, just
64 miles from Devils Tower. Group tours of Devils
Tower, Durham Bison Ranch, a surface coal mine
and downtown history are available through the
Visitor Center. Just give us a call or book your
tours at visitgillettewright.com.”
—Jessica Seders, executive director,
Visit Gillette & Wright
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Devils Tower National Monument
Photo: Adobe Stock

Dining & Entertainment
historic downtown

Group Tours

YOUR
NEXT
GROUP
EVENT

Interact with the arts
Rendezvous with Wyoming’s arts and culture
By David Hoekman
In addition to expansive landscapes
and the splendor of legendary landmarks
like Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks, Wyoming offers many opportunities for groups of visitors to interact
with arts and culture.
Get a taste of the Old West at a rodeo
and watch cowboys showcase their riding
and roping skills.
The talented artists and entertainers who live in the Cowboy State invite
guests to toe-tappin’ music and dance
shows that chronicle the colorful characters from the Wild West.
Museums cover topics such as Native
American art, Western art and art centered around wildlife.
Explore prehistoric art and check out
massive dinosaur bones, mammal fossils
and fossil footprints.

The Cody Cattle
Company
Cody

It’s dinner and a show with Western
flair at The Cody Cattle Company. The
Western-styled event venue presents
musician Ryan Martin and the Triple
C Cowboys band. The all-you-can-eat
buffet features a chuckwagon menu that
includes beef brisket, chicken, special
order steaks, potatoes, baked beans
and coleslaw. A trifecta ticket includes
the dinner, show and a rodeo. It’s also
possible to attend the dinner and the
show or only the show. The 2022 season
runs from May 27 to Sept. 24, seven days
a week.
307-272-5770,
thecodycattlecompany.com

THE CODY CATTLE COMPANY
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PHOTO: BLUEWATER BOUND PHOTOGRAPHY/
CODY CATTLE COMPANY

WASHAKIE MUSEUM
& CULTURAL CENTER

PHOTO: WASHAKIE MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

Washakie Museum & Cultural Center
Worland

From the life-size Columbian Mammoth sculpture that
stands outside to local plant and animal fossils and Worland
town history, the Washakie Museum & Cultural Center has
something for all. The museum features three exhibit galleries. In The Ancient Basin gallery, visitors can learn about the
geology, paleontology and archaeology of the Big Horn Basin
and view real plant, animal, and dinosaur fossils as well as a real
Native American wikiup. In The Last West, step back to the early
days of a Euro-American settlement in the Big Horn Basin and
learn about the development of Worland, including ranching,
farming and the sometimes-violent struggles between settlers.
A third gallery features regularly changing exhibits. Guided
tours can be tailored to a group’s needs and interests. The fully
accessible building has motorcoach parking and plenty of public
restrooms.
307-347-4102, washakiemuseum.org

2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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Cody Nite Rodeo
Cody

Cody is known as the “Rodeo Capital
of the World.” Every summer the city
plays host to Cody Nite Rodeo, the
longest-running consecutive rodeo performances in the United States. Nightly
performances are held in a 4,000-seat
covered grandstand from June through
August and group pricing is available. See
roping, saddle bronc riding, barrel racing,
bull riding and more. Those who arrive
early can have their picture taken on the
live rodeo bull Mongo, ride the mechanical bull, have a rodeo clown paint their
face, learn to rope and visit the Cody Nite
Rodeo store.
307-587-5155,
codystampederodeo.com

CODY NITE RODEO

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

Dan Miller’s
Cowboy Music Revue
Cody

DAN MILLER’S
COWBOY MUSIC REVUE

PHOTO: WYOMING OFFICE OF TOURISM

Jackson Hole Playhouse
Jackson

A night of classic Western tales are in store at the Jackson
Hole Playhouse theater. The family-owned theater puts on dinner
and a show appropriate for all ages. Think singing waiters with
sidearms. Western-themed musicals are produced during the
summer season, with original parodies and a Christmas show
during the rest of the year. Actors also perform the Jackson Hole
Shootout six nights a week on the Town Square in the summer.
307-733-6994, jacksonholeplayhouse.com
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Dan Miller and his band provide
award-winning entertainment Monday
through Saturday from mid-May through
September. Miller, his daughter, Hannah,
and Wendy Corr this year are celebrating
18 years of playing to audiences from
around the globe, with their unique,
family friendly brand of music, humor,
history and poetry. Their musical style
ranges from Americana and Western
to bluegrass and gospel. All are talented
singers; Miller plays guitar, Hannah plays
fiddle and mandolin, and Corr plays the
bass. Miller has produced and hosted
national telecasts on TNN, ESPN, GAC,
RFD-TV and The Outdoor Channel.
307-899-2799, cowboymusicrevue.com

National Museum
of Wildlife Art
Jackson

Founded in 1987, the National
Museum of Wildlife Art (NWMA)
aims to impart knowledge and inspire
appreciation of humanity’s relationship
with wildlife and nature through art
and education. NMWA holds the largest
collection of work by wildlife painter
Carl Rungius in the United States, and he
plays a key part in museum exhibits and
programs. The museum relocated in 1994
to a new building situated into a cliff
overlooking the National Elk Refuge that
appears to emerge from the earth like a
natural outcropping of rock. Inside are 14
galleries, a museum shop and restaurant.
The experience continues outdoors with
a Sculpture Trail featuring large-scale
sculptures and the Greater Yellowstone
Botanical Tour featuring native plants.
Docent-led tours for adults feature highlights from the permanent collection and
temporary exhibitions.
307-733-5771, wildlifeart.org

NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF WILDLIFE ART

PHOTO: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WILDLIFE ART

University of Wyoming Art Museum
Laramie

The University of Wyoming Art Museum is in the Centennial
Complex. Designed by architect Antoine Predock, the complex
also houses the American Heritage Center in a five-story copper
cone. The art museum exhibits, preserves and interprets visual
culture from around the world. Staff members work with each
group individually before a visit, and the experience is tailored
to meet the group’s needs. Everything begins with the artwork
on exhibit. Visitors and guides view the artwork, engage in
discussions, and if time permits, go into the studio to create new
artwork based on the art observed, ideas explored and conversations that have taken place in the galleries.
307-766-3496, uwyo.edu/artmuseum

ly
Be Wild
!
Inspired
Restaurant • Museum Shop •
Ample Parking • Outdoor
Sculpture Trail

Jackson Hole, Wyoming
wildlifeart.org
307-733-5771
2022-23 Group Travel Guide
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The Brinton Museum
Big Horn

The Brinton Museum is the only
museum in the United States that maintains a historic and expanding Western
and American Indian art collection on a
beautifully preserved gentleman’s working ranch at the foot of a mountain range.
Located on the historic Quarter Circle
A Ranch in the foothills of the Bighorn
Mountains, the museum’s eco-conscious
Forrest E. Mars, Jr. Building includes
three floors featuring five galleries, a
museum store and the Brinton Bistro,
which offers indoor and outdoor dining
with picturesque, 180-degree views of
the mountains. Tours can be customized,
with docent-guided tours of the galleries
and historic ranch house available as well
as an old-time leather workshop, catered
meals or a special menu.
307-672-3173, thebrintonmuseum.org

THE BRINTON MUSEUM
PHOTO: THE BRINTON MUSEUM

Wild West
Spectacular:
The Musical
Cody

Wild West Spectacular: The
Musical is an original musical that
brings the history of Cody, Wyoming’s
namesake, William F Cody, to life. Be
entertained as the legend of Buffalo
Bill Cody and his world-famous Wild
West Show is told through dancing,
singing, music and humor. Meet Annie
Oakley, “Wild Bill” Hickok, Frank
Butler, sharpshooters, saloon girls and
other colorful characters from the Wild
West as Buffalo Bill’s story unfolds.
Interact with cast members during
intermission. This award-winning,
historically based, comedic full-length
production is offered on select days for
seven weeks during the summer at the
historic Cody Theatre. Groups receive
a discount.
307-527-9973,
codywildwestshow.com
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WILD WEST SPECTACULAR: THE MUSICAL
PHOTO: WILD WEST SPECTACULAR THE MUSICAL

Jackson Hole
Center for the Arts
Jackson

Creativity and collaboration are two
key words at Jackson Hole Center for
the Arts. Construction of the facility
was completed in 2007, and the 501(c)3
not-for-profit organization and its
78,000-square-foot campus serves all
of Jackson Hole and the surrounding
region. The center holds 22 local and
regional nonprofit arts and higher education organizations. In addition to studio,
classroom and administrative space,
there is a 525-seat theater, lobby and a
music center. The Center Presents series
in the theater delivers a diverse selection
of national and internationally recognized acts that range from musical acts to
spoken word and from film showings to
family programming. Campus Exhibitions supports and showcases a diverse
group of artists. In the last year, the center
presented over 30 exhibitions in its spaces. The center has multiple dance studios
and outdoor park space where events and
markets are held during the summer.
307-734-8956, jhcenterforthearts.org

JACKSON HOLE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
PHOTO: JACKSON HOLE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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Sheridan
EXPLORE
The Sheridan area is home to one of the highest
concentrations of Indian War battle sites anywhere in the
U.S. — flanked by Fort Phil Kearny to the south, near Story,
and the Battle of Little Bighorn National Monument to the
north. While in Story, explore the Story Fish Hatchery,
located in the scenic ponderosa pine forest and take
advantage of the unique opportunity to observe fish and
local wildlife.

CELEBRATE
From local to international artists, Sheridan is an art
aesthete’s enclave. From the downtown public art,
which includes more than 90 master-crafted sculptures
to the world-class museum The Brinton Museum, which

Fort Phil Kearny

features an extensive collection of Native American artifacts

Photo: Sheridan Travel & Tourism

and Western art.

SHOP
To fully appreciate the American cowboy and his craft,
a visit to King’s Saddlery and Museum is a must. From
tack, apparel and ropes, this store is a necessity of the
modern rancher and a treasure trove for Western heritage
enthusiasts. King’s is located on the historic Main Street,
where you will find specialty boutiques and local shops
filling the storefronts.

ENJOY
Sheridan County is home to the oldest polo outfit west
of the Mississippi. Take a drive out to Big Horn and enjoy
a polo game free of charge at Flying H or Big Horn Polo
Club. Sit on the grass and enjoy the action with a cocktail
or snack from the ranch house. To round out the day, enjoy
a locally crafted brew from the taps of the award-winning
Black Tooth Brewing Company or enjoy a delectable dish
crafted at one of the many restaurant kitchens in Sheridan.

VIEW
Set at the base of the Bighorn Mountains, Sheridan is
filled with wildlife and striking panoramas. Enjoy a drive on
the Bighorn Scenic Byway and stop and stretch your legs
at Shell Falls, an incredible mountain landmark that blasts
more than 3,600 gallons of water per second down Shell

ASK

Canyon. Stop in at Bear Lodge for an opportunity to spot

Sheridan Travel & Tourism

wildlife and view some of the Cloud Peak Wilderness’ most

307-673-7121

rewarding panoramic views.

sheridanwyoming.org
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“

Wyoming’s emerald jewel,
Sheridan County, is located
at the base of the legendary
Bighorn Mountains, equally
spaced between Yellowstone
National Park (three hour
drive) to the west and Mount
Rushmore and the Black
Hills of South Dakota to the
east. Sheridan is the road trip
destination you’ve always
dreamed of.”

—Mandy Smith, destination
development coordinator,
Sheridan Travel & Tourism

History. Heritage. Craft CULTURE. The Great Outdoors.
The Nature of the West.

1.1

million acres of pristine
wildland in the Bighorn
National Forest, encompassing
1,200 miles of trails, 30
campgrounds, 10 picnic
areas, 6 mountain lodges,
legendary dude ranches,
and hundreds of miles of
waterways. The Bighorns offer
limitless outdoor recreation
opportunities.

101

restaurants, bars, food trucks,
lounges, breweries, distilleries,
tap rooms, saloons, and holes
in the wall are spread across
Sheridan County. That’s
101 different ways to apres
adventure in the craft capital
of Wyoming. We are also
home to more than 40 hotels,
motels, RV parks, and B&Bs.

4

seasons in which to get
WYO’d. If you’re a skijoring
savant, you’ll want to check
out the Winter Rodeo in
February 2022. July features
the 92nd edition of the
beloved WYO Rodeo. Spring
and fall are the perfect time to
chase cool mountain streams
or epic backcountry lines.

∞

Sheridan features a thriving,
historic downtown district,
with western allure, hospitality
and good graces to spare; a
vibrant arts scene; bombastic
craft culture; a robust festival
and events calendar; and
living history from one corner
of the county to the next.

