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From a lakefront that stretches for miles, to the allure
of museums, historic sites, lighthouses, streetcars, and
downtown dining, Kenosha offers something for everyone.
Schedule a group tour and prepare for unexpected fun. 

picture your KENOSHA VISITKENOSHA.COM

ANYONE FOR A FIELD TRIP?
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This debut issue of Youth Travel Planner is coming to you 

during a time of new beginnings. With a new school year 

underway, you have a whole new set of young minds to inspire 

through travel. And we’re so glad to help you along the journey! 

Youth Travel Planner was born out of a decades-long 

publication called Student Group Tour magazine. While our 

expertise in youth travel hasn’t changed, our magazine has. 

We’ve evolved our magazine specifically for educators and shifted 

gears on how the magazine is organized and how the stories 

are presented. We’ve used this unforeseen downtime in student 

travel to emerge with a fresh new look and approach. 

Inside, you’ll find seven sections dedicated to different student 

travel themes and curriculums. From music and performing 

arts, to science and technology, these sections are filled with 

ideas designed to inspire future student travel for years to come. 

You’ll see itineraries and stories highlighting destinations and 

attractions that are ready to welcome your students back with 

life-changing experiences. 

We know recent years have been far from easy. Our feature on 

page 13 sheds light on the re-emergence of student and youth 

travel amid the pandemic and how those in the industry are 

looking ahead. 

As we look ahead to our next annual guide in 2022, I invite 

you to visit youthtravelplanner.com for lots of new and exclusive 

content. And, don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

(@youthtravelplanner) for daily travel news and highlights.  

Happy travels! 

WELCOME TO 
YOUTH TRAVEL 
PLANNER!

EDITOR’S LETTER

Courtney Birchmeier
courtney@grouptour.com



SAFETY
AND
COMFORT
TIPS FOR CHOOSING THE 
BEST ACCOMMODATIONS 
FOR YOUR STUDENT GROUP 

About Residence & 
Conference Centre 
– Toronto 

Residence & Conference Cen-
tre – Toronto is a short-term and 
extended-stay alternative to hotels 
in Toronto. Located on the Seneca 
College Newnham Campus, the 
modern facility offers affordable, 
alternative accommodations open 
to the public during the summer 
months, which is ideal for youth 
and student groups. Suites feature 
two bedrooms with double beds 
and three-piece bathrooms. Res-
idence & Conference Centre – To-
ronto also includes kitchen facilities, 
event space and laundry service, 
among other amenities. 

 Residence & Conference Centre –  
   Toronto 
 416-491-8811 
 stayrcc.com/locations/toronto 

Freedman shared his list of ideal 
accommodation options educators and 
student travel planners should consider 
when booking youth lodging.

A key aspect of planning 
student travel is research-
ing and selecting the best 
overnight accommoda-
tions for your stay. With 
safety, comfort and afford-
ability top of mind, there 
are other best practices to 
consider before booking. 

Harley Freedman over-
sees the sales and market-
ing of long- and short-term 
accommodations and 
conference services for 
the Residences of Seneca 
College in Toronto, on behalf 
of Campus Living Centres, 
Canada’s largest student 
property management 
company. 

“Safety, comfort and 
affordability are the primary 
concerns for groups trav-
eling with young children,” 
Freedman said. “The Resi-
dences of Seneca College 
are reasonably priced, have 
been newly renovated, have 
a commitment to a high 
level of cleanliness stan-
dards, and have more safety 
protocols in place than 
many other accommoda-
tion facilities.”
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a	An option for continental breakfast services.

a	Reasonably priced, clean and comfortable suites 
 with a cleaning protocol program in place.

a	24-hour monitored front desk service.

a	Camera monitored hallways, public areas 
 and elevators.

a	Monitored fire exits throughout the building.

a	Full fire safety plan in place.

a	On-site game room.

a	On-site food service options.

a	Interior corridors.

a	No balconies.

a	Restricted window opening access.

a	Many educational facilities prefer that there 
 is no swimming pool on-site.

a	Double beds with a private bathrooms in suites.

a	The option of quad occupancy in all suites.

a	Facilities that are accustomed to youth groups 
 being on-site.

a	On-site meeting space available for evening 
 events, functions, dances, etc.

a	Bus parking available on-site and bus loading  
 and unloading area.

a	Easy access to major highways and public 
 transportation with proximity to major 
 public attractions. 
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New attractions on 
tap for Orlando’s 
ICON Park

ICON Park in Orlando, Florida, is set 
to add two new amusements to its 
roster in December. The entertainment 
complex will debut the Orlando 
Slingshot and the Orlando Free Fall — 
two world-record-setting attractions. 
The Orlando Slingshot is the world’s 
tallest slingshot ride at 300 feet. The 
two-tower attraction launches two 
riders out of an “exploding volcano” 
about 450 feet into the sky at speeds 
of up to 100 mph. Standing at 430 feet, 
Orlando Free Fall is the world’s tallest 
free-standing drop tower. Thirty riders 
can take in the beautiful sights of ICON 
Park and I-Drive before free falling 
nearly 400 feet at speeds of over 75 
mph. iconparkorlando.com

Ocean EcoCenter 
opens in Martin 
County, Florida 

Florida Oceanographic Society’s 
Ocean EcoCenter, the first phase of a 
multi-million-dollar capital expansion, 
recently opened to the public on 
Hutchinson Island. The center features 
exhibit galleries dedicated to Florida’s 
coastal ecosystems, including 2,000 
gallons of aquariums showcasing 
local fish and invertebrates, 30 exhibit 
elements, educational interactives, 
digital displays and games. The Ocean 
EcoCenter includes 5,000 square feet 
of exhibit space, including the Ocean 
Exploration Lab, a multi-purpose space 
that will provide educational outreach, 
classroom space, and can host private 
meetings and events. floridaocean.org

Fossils of fighting 
dinosaurs coming 
to North Carolina 
in 2022

The most complete fossils of a 
Tyrannosaurus rex and a Triceratops 
ever unearthed are coming to the North 
Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, in 2022. The 
permanent exhibit — entitled “Dueling 
Dinosaurs” — will display these two 
dinosaurs as they were found, locked 
together as if dueling at the time of 
their deaths. In addition, the museum 
is building a state-of-the-art research 
center called the SECU DinoLab, where 
visitors will be able to get close-up views 
of the fossils and meet scientists trying 
to answer the secrets of this 67-million-
year-old interaction. naturalsciences.org

Meow Wolf opens 
highly anticipated 
third exhibition

 Meow Wolf, an immersive arts and 
entertainment company, opened its 
highly-anticipated third permanent 
installation “Convergence Station” in 
Denver in September. Meow Wolf 
has worked with 110+ Colorado-based 
collaborating artists and more than 
200 internal artists for over three years 
to bring the 79 unique projects within 
“Convergence Station” to life. These 
muralists, sculptors, fiber artists and 
technologists have come together to 
create a one-of-a-kind installation that 
will leave visitors appreciating what 
it really means to be immersed in a 
narrative. meowwolf.com/visit/denver

Six Flags Great Adventure 
debuts new ‘Jersey Devil Coaster’

Six Flags Great Adventure, 
the World’s Ultimate Thrill 
Park, debuted its Jersey Devil 
Coaster earlier this year in 
Jackson, New Jersey. The 
coaster is ranked as the world’s 
tallest, fastest and longest 
single rail coaster — towering 
13 stories, flying at speeds up to 
58 mph, and propelling riders 
single file through the dark 
and foreboding woods over 
3,000 feet of track. Inspired 
by infamous New Jersey 
mythology, the cutting-edge 
coaster features five intense 
elements, including three 
dramatic inversions. A new 
Jersey Devil BBQ restaurant 
is located across from the 
ride’s entrance. sixflags.com/
greatadventure Photo: Six Flags Great Adventure

Photo: The Florida Oceanographic Society

TRENDING NOW
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Students, teachers and group 
leaders can all find something to 
love about the Group Travel Videos 
app, developed by video production 
company PhotoVision, Inc. 

Group Travel Videos is an app 
that helps keep student groups safe 
and connected. Along with safety 
and communication tools, the 
app is a private place for everyone 
on the trip to share photos along 
the way. When the trip concludes, 
group members receive a Keepsake 
Video of their memories. 

 The app allows educators 
and group leaders to keep track 
of every group member with a 

location tracking feature that 
automatically turns on when the 
trip begins and off when students 
return home. The app also gives 
students the tools they need 
to locate the group if they get 
separated. 

In addition to group chat and 
messaging tools, educators will find 
the group announcement feature 
useful when needing to make a 
quick note to the entire group. 

Parents, guardians and family 
back home can enjoy all the app 
has to offer, too, with the private 
group photo gallery. Images added 
to the gallery are available to 

everyone in the group and allow 
loved ones to travel along with 
their students from home. 

Need to share an itinerary with 
a parent? Group Travel Videos 
allows leaders to share documents, 
emergency contacts and other 
helpful resources. 

As the world becomes more 
virtual, group travel resources like 
Group Travel Videos are creating 
ways to make travel safer and 
more convenient. Contact Dave 
Martinson (founder and president) 
for more information:  
888-533-7637, ext. 205;  
dave@grouptravelvideos.com.

Group Travel Videos app manages safety, 
communication and memories for student trips

Photo: The Florida Oceanographic Society

TRENDING NOW
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New long-term 
exhibit coming to 
Virginia Museum of 
History & Culture

“Our Commonwealth,” a new multi-
million-dollar, long-term exhibition, 
will serve as a centerpiece of the new 
offerings at the Virginia Museum of 
History & Culture (VMHC) in Richmond 
and a complementary experience to 
the existing long-term exhibition, “The 
Story of Virginia.” Opening along with the 
museum’s grand re-opening in spring 
2022, this extensive marquee exhibition 
will provide an in-depth, multi-sensory 
exploration through the five major 
regions of Virginia and will feature stories 
and artifacts from partner organizations 
and cultural institutions throughout the 
state. virginiahistory.org

Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History 
celebrates 
centennial

Celebrating its centennial from 2020 
through 2022, the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History in Cleveland, Ohio, will 
open its “100 Years of Discovery” exhibit 
in November. The exhibition takes 
visitors through the museum’s 100-year 
history and a preview of its next 100 
years. Learn about the museum’s first 
exhibit in 1922 to its early involvement 
in the Metroparks, zoo, arboretum 
and aquarium. Future additions to the 
museum will be touched on as well, 
like the upcoming campus and exhibit 
transformations. cmnh.org

Dollywood 
announces new 
resort property, 
half-billion-dollar 
investment 
strategy 

The Dollywood Company is 
embarking on an ambitious investment 
strategy that will see the Smoky 
Mountain vacation destination invest 
more than half a billion dollars over 
the next 10 years across its properties. 
The company recently announced one 
of the first projects in the campaign 
— Dollywood’s HeartSong Lodge & 
Resort, a 302-room property currently 
under construction in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. The new HeartSong Lodge, 
which is being built adjacent to 
Dollywood’s DreamMore Resort and 
Spa, is set to open in 2023.  
dollywood.com/heartsong

Work begins on 
new whitewater 
attraction in 
Alabama’s capital 

Work is underway on a 120-acre 
development that’s meant to bring new 
attractions and visitors to Montgomery 
with whitewater rafting and other 
activities. Located just west of the 
downtown area near the Alabama River, 
the estimated $50 million Montgomery 
Whitewater is set to open in 2023. 
Using a system that recirculates water, 
the project will include whitewater 
rafting, kayaking, paddle boats and 
canoeing. Mountain bike trails, climbing 
areas, zip lines and rope courses will 
also be part of the development. 
montgomerywhitewater.com

     Earlier this year, Como 
Park Zoo & Conservatory in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, opened 
Como Harbor, its new seal 
and sea lion habitat. The 
exhibit features three different 
pinniped species: two gray 
seals, two harbor seals and four 
sea lions, including Como’s 
beloved ambassador, Sparky. 
The habitat features a large 
salt-water pool that allows 
the seals and sea lions to 
swim and socialize outdoors 
year-round. New behind-
the-scenes space provides 
state-of-the-art facilities for 
the care of the animals. The 
multi-layered habitat gives 

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
opens $21 million seal and 
sea lion exhibit

visitors many opportunities 
to get up close to the animals 
and greater insights into 
their natural behaviors 
and native intelligence. 
comozooconservatory.org

Photo: Courtesy of TravMedia USA

TRENDING NOW
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TRAVEL IS 
CALLING

By Courtney Birchmeier

With students back in the classroom,
youth trips are on the horizon

During the holiday season of 2019 
stretching into 2020, Michael McLaugh-
lin was in Rome on a once-in-lifetime 
trip with his students. He watched in 
awe as his school’s choral ensemble sang 
a Christmas hymn for Pope Francis in 
St. Peter’s Square. He enthusiastically 
snapped photos as the Pope shook his 
beaming students’ hands. Student travel 
couldn’t get much better than this, he 
thought. 

Little did he know that in three short 
months, the COVID-19 pandemic would 
bring the world to a halt. McLaughlin, 
head of middle school at Austin Prepa-
ratory School in Reading, Massachusetts, 
oversees the school’s travel programs. 
That trip to Rome was the last and 
only trip his students took in 2020. The 
school’s usually busy travel schedule was 
also put on pause for the 2020–21 school 
year. 

“Prior to COVID, we’d have just over 
a half-dozen trips each year, and all of 
those trips would really align with differ-
ent values that our school embodies in 
our mission statement,” McLaughlin said. 

Austin Prep’s travel catalogue usually 
includes capstone trips to Washing-
ton, D.C., New York City and Orlando, in 
addition to international trips for world 
languages classes, with destinations like 

1 Church of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, Rome
Photo: Peter’s Way Tours

2 Pope Francis greets mem-
bers of the Austin Prep choir, 
St. Peter’s Square, Rome
Photo: Michael McLaughlin

3 Austin Prep choir, Church 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Rome 
Photo: Peter’s Way Tours

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 g
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Paris and Greece, and service trips to Cen-
tral and South America. The school also 
participates in a study abroad program in 
the United Kingdom. 

Austin Prep was not alone in its de-
cision to cancel or postpone its student 
trips. According to the Student & Youth 
Travel Association’s (SYTA) Student Travel 
Business Barometer Annual Report, only 
6% of students traveled as planned in 
2020; 13 percent postponed until 2021 
and another 13% postponed until 2022, 
while two-thirds of students cancelled 
their trips altogether. The year 2020 was 
projected to be a banner year for the 
youth travel market, but instead saw a 
90% decline. 

With many schools back in session 
and in person across the country for the 
2021–22 school year, the need and desire 
to bring back student travel is palpable. 

“As we emerge from the pandemic, 
we’ve now been engaged in conver-
sations with our various tour providers 
who we worked with in the past to begin 
to re-initiate and re-ignite the travel 
program,” McLaughlin said. “We’re being 

very deliberate in taking these steps be-
cause travel is so important and people 
are clamoring for it — kids and faculty 
and families alike, they know the value of 
these experiences. 

“For this school year, we’re starting 
small,” McLaughlin added. “We’re looking 
to bring back those capstone trips, and 
the trips that were put on pause due to 
the pandemic. And really looking at the 
2022–23 school year to re-ignite things as 
they were.”   

What does a return to
student travel look like? 

Carylann Assante, executive director 
at SYTA and SYTA Youth Foundation, said 
SYTA members are reporting strong re-
covery for 2022 but they do expect to see 
changes in youth travel patterns. She said 
tour operator members do have students 
traveling this fall, but in smaller groups, 
maybe with one or two buses where 
there used to be two to four. Itineraries 
have also been adjusted to include fewer 
hotels with the hub-and-spoke model, as 

1
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
THE 2022 SYTA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
WILL TAKE PLACE AUG. 26–30, 2022, 
IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

well as a reduction in stops. 
Other itinerary adjustments include 

more outdoor activities, outdoor dining 
and a more regional proximity to the 
school’s home base. 

“My belief is that our members antic-
ipate seeing smaller group sizes moving 
forward,” Assante said.  “There are so 
many factors to consider, like how many 
kids are in-person learning at school, 
how many are participating in certain 
activities, if the parents have been able 
to raise the funds necessary to take the 
trip, in addition to the availability at the 
destinations. There are challenges from a 
supplier side with workers at hotels and 
restaurants and attractions. As suppliers 
come back to their full capacities, they’ll 
be able to take more occupancy and 
larger groups, too.

“By 2023, student group travel should 
really be back 100% strong,” she added. 
“That’s what our data is showing.” 

Another key component of student 

travel is safety, which is even more top-of-mind during the 
pandemic. 

“Everyone is still operating with a handbook in safety — 
it’s important to remember that SYTA tour operators have 
always had crisis plans,” Assante said. “Our members have 
added a set of COVID-19 safety measures to their existing 
crisis plans. Student tour operators are accustomed to hav-
ing plans, should something happen. 

“It’s more important now than ever for the schools and 
parents to understand what we are doing to minimize the 
impact and how we will handle situations on the road.” 

McLaughlin said he has been asking his tour operators 
and travel providers a lot of questions about their safety 
protocols and the safety measures in place at different sites 
and attractions. Choosing to travel by bus or motorcoach is 
one way to have more control over who is interacting with 
his students.

“We’re looking at private group travel with just our 
school,” McLaughlin said. “There’s certainly a premium for 
that, but it wasn’t an unreasonable jump, and it came with 
that ROI to have the flexibility and peace of mind.”

From on-screen to in-person
Throughout the course of the pandemic, many aspects 

of daily life went virtual, with education and travel expe-
riences among them. As in-person travel returns, some 
might wonder if virtual travel will remain a popular option. 

“I think virtual experiences are a great way to orient 
students to a site and give them that pre-information,” Mc-
Laughlin said. “Certainly, there is a magic when you walk 
into a museum or attraction for the first time, but I think 
there can be a balance if virtual content is used before or 
after a trip. The context you can provide students ahead of 
time can deepen their appreciation when they are actually 
at the site, and it can give them some critical questions to 
explore as they are navigating a museum or speaking with 
docents at a historical site.” 

Assante also sees virtual travel as a way to enhance 
in-person experiences. 

“It’ll really help maximize the value of what they see in 
person,” she said.  “A lot of that learning can take place in 
the classroom beforehand and allow students to do more 
experiential elements at the destination. Destinations have 

1 Austin Prep students at Hobbiton Movie Set, 
Matamata, New Zeeland
Photo: Austin Prep

2 Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C.
Photo: Courtesy of washington.org

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 g
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aimed at students called Learning on Lo-
cation, we made sure to continually stay 
in touch with all of our stakeholders.” 

  With its virtual experiences, Desti-
nation DC found that it could show off 
parts of the city that usually get missed 
on first-time visits, like the District’s 
neighborhoods, greenspaces and other 
hidden gems. Ferguson hopes the virtual 
offerings can be utilized by schools and 
students throughout the year as precur-
sors to in-person visits or to give more 
accessibility to Washington, D.C., for stu-
dents who can’t be there in person. 

“We continue to value the student 
and youth travel market and look at this 
time period as an opportunity to reach 
more students and share different as-
pects of the city,” Ferguson said. “There’s 
no substitute for travel and visiting in 
person, however utilizing virtual itiner-
aries and showcasing more of the city is 
a positive. It’s also a similar story when 
groups are coming back to the city in 
person. Given certain safeguards in 
place, we’re seeing groups get creative 
and explore new parts of the city and 
attractions that are otherwise not on 
their radar.” 

In addition to all the virtual options, 
Ferguson wants educators to know that 
Washington, D.C., is open for business 
and welcoming students back. 

“We are excited to share DC with 
visitors and students again and there 
have been some great additions to the 
city in the past few months from new 
attractions to new hotels to creative ways 
to take in classic favorites,” Ferguson said. 
“Travel opens the door to new experienc-
es and for students in formative years, 
travel is incredibly important. I’m proud 
to say that student groups have count-
less options when it comes to informative 
and educational tours in Washington, 
D.C.”

done a wonderful job in offering virtual con-
tent throughout this whole experience.” 

One such destination is Washington, 
D.C., one of the most popular student travel 
destinations. March typically kicks off the busy 
Washington, D.C., student tour season and giv-
en the timing of the pandemic, many schools, 
educators and tour operators have missed out 
on two full seasons of exploring the nation’s 
capital. 

“Destination DC, like many other destination 
marketing organizations, had to get creative 
quickly when travel was paused,” said Elliott L. 
Ferguson II, CEO and president of Destination 
DC. “From hosting virtual FAMs with operators 
to pulling together virtual multi-day itineraries 
for students and teachers, to leaning more on 
editorial opportunities and building out our 
website (washington.org), to even creating and 
launching a quarterly animated video series 

1



you
th

 travel p
lan

n
er

17

“SYTA has always supported the premise that travel 
absolutely changes kids’ lives and that when kids 
travel, they are much more open to the world around 
them,” she said. “It breaks down barriers and gives 
them an appreciation for other people and other cul-
tures. And in an environment and a climate in which 
we’ve been living the last two years, it’s an incredible 
opportunity for students to lead the way in building 
relationships again and fostering community and 
understanding. When we get students back traveling 
again and when they are in new environments, they’ll 
be able to shape their perspectives and the perspec-
tives of those around them in a real positive way. That’s 
what parents are missing right now for their kids.” n

Travel’s positive impact
Even though it may take some time for 

the student travel market to return to the 
way it was pre-pandemic, the fact remains 
that student travel offers life-changing 
experiences for students. Any progress 
toward a return to “normal” is positive. 

For McLaughlin, just seeing his stu-
dents again in the real world instead of 
through a computer screen was humbling. 

“When we brought everybody back 
in person, it was a huge celebration,” he 
said. “It has been really gratifying to see 
them put the devices down at lunch and 
break time and really engage and interact 
with each other. It’s clear that these stu-
dents are ready to make some memories 
together and go on adventures together, 
and I think there’s nothing like a student 
trip, whether it’s with your whole class or 
with students who are studying the same 
discipline as you or kids who also have 
that mindset of wanting to be in service 
to others, to really fasten the bonds of 
friendship. I think everyone is ready for the 
adventures that await them in the years to 
come!”  

Given the anecdotes, surveys and other 
data points that are being monitored, 
Assante said she and the SYTA member-
ship are hopeful for the re-emergence of 
student travel. 

1 World War II Memorial, Washington, D.C.
Photo: Courtesy of washington.org

2 The White House, Washington, D.C.
Photo: Courtesy of washington.org

3 Austin Prep Students at Rotorua Adventure Park, New Zealand
Photo: Austin Prep

2

3
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

DISCOVER
AQUATIC
LIFE RIGHT
ON THE 
SHORE
Students explore Bay of Fundy ecosystems through several 
hands-on programs at Huntsman Marine Science Centre

Educating more than 75,000 stu-
dents since its beginnings in 1969, 
Huntsman Marine Science Centre in 
St. Andrews, New Brunswick, delivers 
world-class marine educational pro-
grams — located right on the waters of 
the Bay of Fundy. 

Huntsman is also home to Fundy Dis-
covery Aquarium, featuring marine life, 
interactive displays and much more. 

“Students will have the opportunity to 
engage with marine life throughout the 
Fundy Discovery Aquarium and in the 
marine environment using the Hunts-
man Marine Science Centre,” said Megan 
LeBlanc, brand manager at Huntsman. 
“All Huntsman education programs give 
students the essential ‘hands-on’ experi-
ence they need to understand the deli-
cate balance of the marine environment, 
preparing them with a new appreciation 
of the oceans and their future.” 

Earlier this year, Huntsman launched 

the Huntsman Marine Academy™ — a 
brand encompassing several certifi-
cate-based programs providing life-long 
learning connection to the Huntsman.

“These connections begin with our 
established grade school-aged Young 
Explorer Days & Weeks and transition 
into a series of high school-aged week-
long Ocean STEAM courses designed and 
delivered by professionals across a range 
of relevant fields pertaining to the ocean 
economy,” LeBlanc said. 

These programs feature multiple 
courses that allow high school students 
with a specific career interest to immerse 
in their desired field. Immediate plans 
are for courses focused on careers in ma-
rine biology, environmental monitoring, 
seabed mapping and ocean engineering.

Other experiences include overnight 
stays where individual schools have their 
students visit for hands-on learning in the 
laboratory and field. The center is fully 

By Kate O’Neil
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equipped with dormitories and dining hall where students 
will receive prepared meals. 

Looking for a one-day field trip? Huntsman naturalists and 
interpreters work with educators to create single-day itiner-
aries with emphasis on Huntsman Marine Experiences™ — 
ranging from two to six hours in length. Trip options include 
the R/V Fundy Spray cruise where participants will use the 
plankton tow, benthic drag and more before returning to the 
wet lab; explore the intertidal zone on the rocky shore, muddy 
beach or a mixed habitat; and do field work touching on in-
vasive species or zonation. When in season, students can also 
take a marine mammal and seabird cruise. 

Some student groups gravitate toward hands-on pro-
grams inside Huntsman’s modern wet lab. These interactive 
experiences include games, worksheets and animal encoun-
ters focusing on topics like classifying arthropods, studying 
plankton under a microscope and testing hypotheses while 
conducting experiments with sea stars and sea urchins. 

“We have regular annual visits from many schools located 
throughout Ontario east and the eastern United States,” LeB-
lanc said. “In some cases, specific teachers and schools have 
been coming repeatedly to Huntsman for decades!”

Tours of Fundy Discovery Aquarium are always popular 
with student groups and are a great way to start off a visit. 

“A life-size display featuring the magnitude of the Bay of 
Fundy tides anchors the Fundy Discovery Aquarium,” LeBlanc 
said. “Harbor seal antics will entertain you while intertidal 
creatures and underwater viewing of the Bay of Fundy fishes 
will fascinate you.” 

Take the Behind the Scenes Tour with an interpreter to 
feed animals and learn about animal care. Some of the cen-
ter’s animals can only be seen while on this tour. Private Tours 
are also available.

The Fundy Discovery Aquarium additionally houses a 
state-of-the-art lecture and movie theater. 

“Time-tested and proven approaches, augmented with 
research facilities and expert guidance from experienced 
Huntsman teammates, provide participants with a high-qual-
ity, memorable education experience,” LeBlanc said. 

At the time of publication, the Province of New Brunswick 
was transitioning to a full re-opening and businesses are now 
permitted to operate at full capacity. Travelers with proof of 
vaccination are now also permitted to visit New Brunswick 
without a mandatory quarantine period. Huntsman is looking 
forward to a return to normal and continuing with expanded 
marine education programming in the future. n

 Huntsman Marine Science Centre 
 506-529-1200 
 huntsmanmarine.ca 

Photos: Huntsman Marine Science Centre
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 ITINERARY   SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

 SEE   This year, National 
Geographic named Florida’s Space 
Coast one of the best places to visit 
in the world — much of which is due 
to its attractions that make it one of 
the few spaceports in the world. 

With seven floors of exhibits, 
Exploration Tower is not only an 
architectural landmark, but a great 
spot to watch rocket launches at 
Kennedy Space Center from the 
attraction’s seventh floor outdoor 
observation deck. The sixth floor 
exhibit highlights the frontiers of air 
and space. 

 LEARN   Kennedy Space Center 
offers programs for student groups. 
Meet and train like an astronaut; 
launch, land and walk on Mars 
through a simulation; solve NASA 
science and engineering challenges; 
and sleep underneath space shuttle 
Atlantis on an overnight stay. 
The center also includes the U.S. 
Astronaut Hall of Fame® and Rocket 
Garden — as well as several other 
attractions. 

See everything from spacecraft 
parts and astronaut suits to Soviet 
cosmonaut mementos at the 
American Space Museum & Space 
Walk of Fame. After taking a guided 
tour through the galleries, take a 
“Walk of Fame” down the street in 
Space View Park — where students 
can see the museum’s monuments 
dedicated to those who made space 
exploration possible. 

The Air Force Space & Missile 
Museum oversees multiple facilities 
perfect for a space-focused itinerary, 
like the Sands Space History 
Center. Tours include stops at launch 
complexes, as well as the historic 
Cape Canaveral Lighthouse. 

FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST

 DON’T MISS   Explore open-air 
habitats home to over 900 animals 
at Brevard Zoo. Book a classic 
education program or opt for one of 
the premium experiences. Titusville 
Playhouse, Inc., currently in its 57th 
season, offers acting classes for 
students. 

 ASK 
 Florida’s Space Coast 
  Office of Tourism 
 321-433-4470 
 visitspacecoast.com 

1 ATX Microgravity Simulator 
12, Kennedy Space Center
Photo: Kennedy Space Center

2 Mars Base 1 Robotics 
Lab 6, Kennedy Space Center
Photo: Kennedy Space Center

1

2

“ ”
Student groups find many, varied options 

for STEM learning on the Space Coast where all 
American manned spaceflights originated.

–Tom Bartosek, travel trade industry coordinator, 
Florida’s Space Coast Office of Tourism
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

HEROES
OPEN FOR

Bring your students to Maryland 

and step into the most powerful 

Underground Railroad storytelling 

destination in the world. Plus, dive into 

many more heritage-based experiences 

on Maryland’s sprawling scenic byways. 

If your group is into history, Maryland 

is open for your curiosity.

For booking info, contact 

Rich Gilbert at 410-767-6288 

or rgilbert@visitmaryland.org.

21-OTD-339_OpenFor_Heros-AD_GTM_725x475_M1.indd   121-OTD-339_OpenFor_Heros-AD_GTM_725x475_M1.indd   1 6/14/21   10:39 AM6/14/21   10:39 AM

Explore Earth’s 
biomes at 
Biosphere 2

A bio research facility in Oracle, Arizona, 
Biosphere 2 inspires lifelong research on 
Earth’s living systems through wilderness areas 
located in the attraction’s interior and exterior. 

Students will see science in action at 
this 3-acre research facility, home to biomes 
modeling Earth’s ecosystems including 
rainforest, ocean, savanna, wetlands and desert. 

Intertwine art and science with Biosphere’s 
E-STEAM Programs. In the Illuminating Art 
& Biology program, students will explore the 
basics of composition and the photographic 
process by creating their own cyanotype 
print using botanical samples. Topics like 
oxygen regeneration, photosynthesis and 
insect navigation are covered. 520-621-4800, 
biosphere2.org

Whether you are interested in Earth and its systems or your 
interests lie in a ‘place far, far away’ like Mars, you will find a visit 
to Biosphere 2 most interesting, enlightening and impactful.

–John Adams, deputy director, Biosphere 2

“ ”

Photo: University of Arizona, Steve Meckler
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Huntsville space center 
boasts simulation and 
VR experiences

Take a guided underwater walking experience, 
suitable for those 10 and older of all skill levels, with 
Sea TREK at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in 
Huntsville, Alabama — among other activities. 

Learn to fly an F-18 Super Hornet with the Flight 
Simulator Experience. The G-Force Accelerator 
allows students to experience three times the 
force of gravity, while the DIVR+ is a virtual 
reality snorkeling system that offers a realistic VR 
experience. 

Admission to the center includes the Davidson 
Center for Space Exploration, “ISS: Science of Orbit” 
exhibit, Rocket Park, Military Park, Shuttle Park, 
A-12 Oxcart, featured exhibits and several simulator 
experiences. 256-837-3400, rocketcenter.com

The Mütter Museum in Philadelphia displays medical 
history through preserved collections of anatomical specimens, 
models and medical instruments — helping students 
understand the beauty and mysteries of the human body. 

Students will see the famed Soap Lady, Dr. Joseph Hyrtl’s 
human skull collection, the tallest 
skeleton on display in North America 
and the jaw tumor of President 
Grover Cleveland while on a tour. 
Lessons feature topics like antibiotic 
resistance, forensic anthropology, and 
colds and flus.  

Adjacent to The Mütter Museum 
is the Benjamin Rush Medicinal Plant 
Garden — named for the Philadelphia 
doctor and signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. 215-560-8564, 
muttermuseum.org

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
The Mütter 
Museum is one 
of only two 
places in the 
world where 
visitors can see 
pieces of Albert 
Einstein’s brain.

Codes, ciphers, gadget makers and 
undercover missions; the International 
Spy Museum in Washington, D.C., 
opens visitors up to the world of 
intelligence. 

The fourth and fifth floors of the 
museum house interactive exhibits. 
Students’ “missions” start at the 
“Briefing Center” exhibit where they 
will receive a new cover identity and 
an RFID-enabled badge to test their 
spy skills throughout the museum. 
Students will end with a debriefing that 
will summarize their top spy skills.  

Other museum highlights and 
experiences include inventions 
used to steal secrets, code-cracking 
opportunities, covert mission failures, 
21st-century cyber warfare and so much 
more. On-site workshops are a great 
way to enhance a visit. 202-393-7798, 
spymuseum.org

The International 
Spy Museum is 
interactive and 
educational by 
nature, so it includes 
an amazing array 
of programs and 
experiences for 
students. In the 
exhibit space, 
students come 
face-to-face with 
the world’s largest 
collection of 
international spy 
artifacts and first-
person accounts from 
real spies.

–Aliza Bran, media 
relations manager, 
International  
Spy Museum

Become a master spy at the 
International Spy Museum 

The Mütter Museum amazes 
with one-of-a-kind specimens

PICTURE 
THIS: 
Ever wonder what a specific 
location on Earth looks like 
from space? With the use of 
the Sally Ride EarthKAM at the 
U.S. Space & Rocket Center, 
students and educators can 
request real-time images of any 
location from a camera onboard 
the International Space Station. 

“

”

Photo: U.S. Space & Rocket Center
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

DISCOVER GREAT TOURS 
IN CLERMONT COUNTY

CHELSEA VOLLMAN 
SALES DIRECTOR

E: cvollman@discoverclermont.com

P: 513-732-3600
DISCOVERCLERMONT.COM

Explore unique outdoor recreation, history and more. Discover the great outdoors at East Fork State Park or 

Cincinnati Nature Center, while interacting with unique hands on activities. Immerse yourself in rich historical 

experiences as you explore the Underground Railroad Freedom Trail and President Grant’s birthplace along the Ohio 

River or learn the life of a World War II pilot at the Tri-State Warbird Museum. Other regional attractions include: 

Receive group rates on hotel rooms and free parking.
Plan your adventure today!
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Project Oceanology yields 
exceptional adventures

A fully equipped marine science center, Project 
Oceanology works closely with educators to design a 
program just right for students looking for marine science 
experiences.  

The Groton, Connecticut, waterfront facility includes 
a 56-bunk hostel, ideal for an overnight stay. A cafeteria, 
classroom and laboratory are located on-site, too. The 
facility is completely supplied with technology and tools 
not always available in typical science classrooms. 

Board one of the large research vessels to catch plankton, 
take a seal population study, use oceanographic equipment 
and much more. Educational programs are available on 
Long Island Sound’s shore, as well; students can participate 
in a beach clean-up or collect nearshore organisms using 
seine nets. 860-445-9007, oceanology.org

Project Oceanology enriches the education of 
students by giving them the opportunity to interact 
and engage with their environment. Students work in 
collaborative teams and create meaning from real-world 
data, connecting it to lessons learned in the classroom.

–Emily de Labry, marketing specialist, Project Oceanology

“
”

Photo: Courtesy of Project Oceanology
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 ITINERARY   SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

 GO   The Capital of Silicon Valley, 
San Jose is home to 6,600 tech 
companies and several tech-focused 
experiences. 

Recently reopened in the late 
spring, The Tech Interactive’s 
hands-on exhibits demonstrate how 
technology changes lives. Become a 
cyber sleuth in “Cyber Detective,” an 
interactive exhibit designed to help 
visitors learn about internet safety. 
Explore how bodily movement affect 
physical, social and emotional health 
in the “Body Motion” exhibit. 

The Computer History Museum 
tells the story of computing in its 
entirety — a history over 2,000 years 
old — through hands-on exhibits 
and collections. 

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

 EXPLORE   Students will dive 
into space science, aeronautical 
engineering, astrobiology and 
much more with Ames Exploration 
Encounter at NASA Ames Research 
Center. 

 DO   Majestic California 
redwoods inhabit much of San Jose’s 
surrounding rural areas and can be 
further explored through a nature 
program. 

Take a guided tour at Henry 
Cowell Redwoods State Park and 
learn about coastal redwood history, 
physiology, adaptations, ecosystems 
and more. The oldest state park in 
California, Big Basin Redwoods 
State Park also offers guided walks 
and additionally boasts a nature 
museum.

 DON’T MISS   Incorporate 
physics, math and science into a 
day at California’s Great America — 
home to several thrilling amusement 
rides and a waterpark. Experience 
Japanese culture with a docent-led 
tour at the Japanese Friendship 
Garden, with lesson plans available. 

 ASK 
 Visit San Jose 
 408-792-4112 
 sanjose.org 

1 Computer History Museum

2 The Tech Interactive

3 Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park
Photos: Visit San Jose

1

San Jose attracts students interested in real-world applications 
of science and technology. In the heart of Silicon Valley, young 
innovators can see textbook lessons come to life in the history, nature 
and undeniable unique culture of San Jose where the humanly 
impossible comes to fruition through imagination and ingenuity.

–Frances Wong, director of marketing & communications, Visit San Jose 

2

3

“
”
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

B O O K  YO U R  V I S I T  TO DAY !     groups@amrevmuseum.org    A M R E V M U S E U M .O R G

Experience 
      the   ªevolution!

In-Museum and Distance Learning  
Programs Available

Experience 
      the   ªevolution!

Find more Science & Technology attractions at youthtravelplanner.com.

Ignite curiosity at Milwaukee’s 
premier science center

Discovery World’s on-site field trips offer student 
programming at its 12,000-square-foot property, which includes 
an aquarium and educational labs. The Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
museum’s exhibits touch on topics like automation, engineering 
and nutirtion. 

See one of the largest interactive models of the Great Lakes 
in the world at the Great Lakes Future gallery. Students can 
“manipulate” the weather by creating rain and fog. Study how a 
number of species make their homes in the Great Lakes Basin. 

Students will learn the physics and technology of sailing with 
a 2005 replica of The Challenge — a Great Lakes Schooner that 
sailed from 1852 to 1889. 

Reiman Aquarium gives visitors the chance to pet stingrays 
and sturgeon, and meet turtles, a ball python, poison dart frogs 
and more. 414-765-9966, discoveryworld.org

MUSICAL 
MEMORIES: 
Mix and share music, 
create new sounds and 
explore the evolution of 
the solid-body electric 
guitar at Discovery 
World’s Les Paul’s House 
of Sound gallery. 
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ARTS & CULTURE

COMMUNITY 
ART PROGRAM 
REVITALIZES 
‘CITY OF 
MURALS’

Renowned Philadelphia art initiative provides citywide 
tours touching on social issues and city history

“Mural Arts Philadelphia’s Art Education depart-
ment offers workshops for middle and high school 
students to help them jump head-first into the 
world of art and art-making,” said Chad Eric Smith, 
director of communications and brand manage-
ment at Mural Arts Philadelphia. 

By Kate O’Neil

1

Over the decades, Philadelphia has 
become known for its thousands of 
wall artworks that have earned the city 
worldwide recognition as the “City of 
Murals.” It was over 35 years ago that 
Mural Arts Philadelphia — the nation’s 
largest public art program — began its 
mission to transform public spaces into 
inspiring art. 

In 1984, artist Jane Golden was hired 
by the Anti-Graffiti Network to reach out 
to graffiti writers to redirect their talents 
into public art creations. An initiative that 
started to combat the city’s problem with 
graffiti created relationships that stimu-
lated economic revitalization and proved 
one thing: art is an important building 
block and a source of healing in a com-
munity.

Today, the program has created over 
4,000 artworks and provides educational 
tours and programming for students. 



you
th

 travel p
lan

n
er

27

Led by professionally trained guides, groups en-
counter several murals while discussing social justice 
aspects that relate to each work while on tour.

“On tour, students will hear the stories behind 
the murals, history of Mural Arts Philadelphia and 
in-depth details about the core programs of Art Ed-
ucation, Porch Light and Restorative Justice, which 
are the impetus for the creation of murals and their 
subject matter,” Smith said. 

These three programs offer students opportu-
nities to interact with artists and apply for profes-
sional positions, provide alternative approaches to 
traditional punishment and rehab, and strengthen 
universal mental health alongside the city’s Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health. Together, Mural Arts’ 
community programs have yielded thousands of 
works that student groups can now experience up 
close. 

Private in-person and virtual tours are available 
for groups, as well as Group Interactive Tours, which 
allow for participatory activities. 

Students will see works honoring Philadelphia 

world champion boxer Smokin’ Joe Fra-
zier, the Cecil B. Moore Freedom Fighters, 
the Philadelphia Fire Department and 
others. From mass incarceration and 
the meaning of liberty to advancements 
in biotechnology and mental health 
awareness, the murals touch on a wide 
spectrum of topics. 

“Over 15,000 people take Mural Arts 
Tours each year to get up close and 
personal with this unique, beautiful and 
thought-provoking public art, like none 
other in the world,” Smith said. “These 
tours should not be missed as they are 
truly a highlight for visitors to our city, 
young and old.” n

 Mural Arts Philadelphia 
 215-925-3633 
 muralarts.org 

1 Untitled mural by Amy Sherald  

2 Experiential Paint Day at the Asian Arts Initiative  

3 “Migrant Imaginary” by Layqa Nuna Yawar and Ricardo Cabret

4 “Remembering a Forgotten Hero” by Willis Humphrey and Keir Johnston  

Photos: Steve Weinik

2

3

4
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 ITINERARY   ARTS & CULTURE

 DISCOVER   A beacon of hope for 
millions for centuries, New York City 
is a melting pot of culture and home 
to native speakers of more than 800 
languages. The Ellis Island National 
Museum of Immigration tells the 
entirety of American immigration 
through photographs, heirlooms 
and other historic records. 

 SEE   Discover over 5,000 years 
of art from cultures across the globe 
at The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (The MET). Book a guided tour 
of the galleries, then immerse in an 
art-making experience with a Studio 
Art Workshop. 

    At the Modern Museum of Art 
(MoMA), students will encounter 
thought-provoking art touching on 
culture and politics — among other 
topics. 

 GO   A 1930s 540-square-foot 
map of the New York City Water 
Supply System, a collection of Tiffany 
glass and over 10,000 objects related 
to two World’s Fairs — these are just 
some of the things students will 
see while at the Queens Museum. 
The museum provides educational 
programs highlighting the uniquely 
diverse borough of Queens. 

 LEARN    The New York Pub-
lic Library (NYPL), known as the 
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 
is the fourth-largest public library in 
the world. Get a tour of the building, 
find special exhibitions or take a 
writing workshop. NYPL has multiple 
locations, but the most well-known 
are the Schwarzman Building and 
the Schomburg Center for Research 
in Black Culture. 

NEW YORK CITY

 DON’T MISS   Founded in 1869, 
the world-renowned American 
Museum of Natural History features 
exhibits highlighting dinosaurs, 
African elephant and much more. 
Take a guided tour of the Showplace 
of the Nation, Radio City Music 
Hall. Students will meet a Radio City 
Rockette, too.

 ASK 
 NYC & Company 
 212-484-1200 
 nycgo.com 

1

2

1 Ellis Island National 
Museum of Immigration  
Photo: Julienne Schaer/
NYC & Company

2 The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York 
Photo: Courtesy of The MET

3 Radio City Music Hall 
Photo: Adobe Stock

3
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Scandinavian and 
Nordic culture 
celebrated through 
architecture and art

Replica structures and art hailing from 
each of the five Scandinavian and Nordic na-
tions — Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway 
and Sweden — can be found at the Scan-
dinavian Heritage Park in Minot, North 
Dakota. 

Students will walk inside a real Stabbur, 
a replica storehouse modeled from a farm 
in Norway. Discover the beauty of the 
attraction’s full-scale Norwegian Stave 
Church. A favorite sight is the 25-foot 
Swedish Dala Horse — the most recognized 
Swedish symbol in the world. 

Students will enter the park at Plaza 
Scandinavia featuring a large granite map of 
the five Nordic countries. From there, tours 
will take groups to several other amazing 
edifices highlighting Nordic culture and 
life. The park additionally boasts statues of 
famous Scandinavian and Nordic figures, 
like Hans Christian Andersen and Leif 
Erickson. 

Planning a trip in the Minot area and 
beyond is simple while at the attraction, 
with Visit Minot’s offices located at the 
Scandinavian Heritage Park’s Edward T. and 
Leona B. Larson Visitors Center. Find tourist 
information, as well as a gift shop. 701-852-
9161, scandinavianheritage.org

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
All stave churches have 
one thing in common — 
corner posts and a timber 
framework with wall planks 
standing on sills, known as 
stave walls. The church doors 
are typically carved with 
ornate designs, and other 
decorations possess both 
Christian and pre-Christian 
Viking motifs. 

Discover Indigenous and Canadian culture 
at the National Gallery of Canada

In addition to its vast collection, the National Gallery of Canada’s incredible build-
ing of glass and granite allows for tremendous natural light and views of the Parliament 
Buildings, the Ottawa River and Gatineau Hills. The gallery in Ottawa, Ontario, offers 
numerous school programs; from pieces dating back 5,000 years to modern-day master-
pieces, students will enter discussions asking them to interpret the art themselves. 

The Indigenous and Canadian galleries include top highlights like the Croscup Room, 
originally part of a home in Nova Scotia. In the late 1840s, an unidentified artist repainted 
the walls of this structure, illustrating everyday scenes. 613-990-1985, gallery.ca

American Writers Museum 
emphasizes importance 
of the written word 

The American Writers Museum’s (AWM) Write In Youth Education 
Program is designed for middle and high school students, using the mu-
seum’s exhibits and featured authors to push students to write creatively. 
Located in downtown Chicago, AWM underscores the diversity of Amer-
ican literature through the entire spectrum of writing mediums — from 
poetry and lyrics to journalism and fiction. 

The Write In program is a perfect addition to a field trip. Students will 
tour the “Nation of Writers” and “Mind of a Writer” permanent exhibits. 
“Nation of Writers” celebrates American writing using an interactive 
timeline spanning more than 400 years. Get insights into how writers 
think in the “Mind of a Writer” exhibit. Play games exploring the meaning 
of words and contribute to a story collectively written by the museum’s 
daily visitors. 312-374-8790, americanwritersmuseum.org

Photo: North Dakota Tourism

Photo: National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa
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The sheer volume of art and 
culture offerings available in Santa 
Fe will open students’ eyes to a 
wider understanding of creativity 
in America. Iconic locations like the 
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum and the 
Museum of International Folk Art 
plus newer must-see contemporary 
art installations like Meow Wolf 
and SITE Santa Fe, make Santa Fe a 
must-see destination on any group 
tour of the Southwest.

–Joanne Hudson, public relations 
manager, TOURISM Santa Fe

 SEE   One of the oldest cities in 
the United States, Santa Fe is the 
place to go when looking for Native 
and Southwest culture.

Take a guided tour through IAIA 
Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts’ collections and exhibitions fea-
turing thousands of contemporary 
Indigenous artworks. Nearly 9,000 
artworks feature paintings, sculp-
ture, ceramics, jewelry, photography, 
apparel, textiles and so much more. 

The Museum of International 
Folk Art holds the largest collec-
tion of international folk art in the 
world — with over 130,000 objects 
from more than 100 countries. From 
Swedish household items to Indone-
sian shadow puppets, students will 
see objects from nearly every conti-
nent. The museum additionally of-
fers programming for middle school 
students. At the time of publication, 
all programs are virtual. 

See the works of one of Ameri-
ca’s greatest artists at the Georgia 
O’Keeffe Museum. Much of O’Keef-
fe’s work depicts architectural and 
landscape forms of New Mexico. Un-
der normal operations, the museum 
offers guided tours for school groups 
as well as hands-on art programs. 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

 DON’T MISS   With special rates 
for groups of 15 or more, Meow 
Wolf’s Santa Fe location — House of 
Eternal Return — is an unorthodox 
experience for student groups, with 
70 rooms of immersive art. El Ran-
cho de las Golondrinas is a living 
history museum including on-site 
buildings dating to the 18th century. 

 ASK 
 TOURISM Santa Fe 
 800-777-2489 
 santafe.org 

Museum of International Folk Art
Photo: TOURISM Santa Fe
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Take a class at museum 
managed by top-ranked 
art institution  

With nearly 20,000 square feet of gallery space, 
10 classrooms and a 250-seat theater, SCAD Mu-
seum of Art in Savannah, Georgia, is a premier at-
traction in one of the nation’s top art destinations. 
The museum, a part of the Savannah College of 
Art and Design, is housed in an 1853 brick building 
that was once a railway depot. The museum’s per-
manent collection consists of over 4,500 works. 

Seventy-two classes are hosted at SCAD 
Museum of Art every week, covering subjects like 
art history, fashion, production design and graphic 
design. The museum’s theater is also a great 
option for learning opportunities, with a monthly 
schedule of film screenings, lectures and classes 
with visiting artists. 912-525-7191, scadmao.org

The SCAD Museum of Art is a premier contemporary art museum 
that includes more than 10 dynamic gallery spaces featuring exhibitions 
and commissioned works by international emerging and established 
artists. As a teaching museum, it serves visitors and students alike with 
the twin goals of enriching both the high caliber of education at SCAD 
and the cultural life of the Savannah community and beyond. 

–JJ Maxwell, executive director of PR and marketing, 
Savannah College of Art and Design

“
”

Photo: Courtesy of SCAD Museum of Art
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Albuquerque cultural center showcases 
Pueblo history and culture

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque — known as the Gateway to the 19 
Pueblos of New Mexico — provides an abundance of immersive programming and resources for 
students to learn about Pueblo culture, from ancient times to present day. 

“We Are of This Place: The Pueblo Story” is the center’s permanent exhibit. Additional sites 
include the mural collection, Pueblo art collection and Artists Circle Gallery.

Students can dine on authentic Indigenous cuisine at the Indian Pueblo Kitchen, as well as 
take a hands-on frybread-making class. Watch Native American dances done in traditional Pueblo 
regalia, then stop by the center’s store to purchase Pueblo and Southwest Native American art. 
505-212-7060, indianpueblo.org

Immerse in the art of glassblowing 
at Chihuly Garden and Glass

The renowned glass works of Tacoma, Washington-born artist Dale Chihuly 
are on display at Chihuly Garden and Glass in Seattle. Eight galleries, the cen-
terpiece Glasshouse, garden and a theater make for a full experience perfect for 
student groups. 

Standing 40 feet tall and covering 4,500 square feet, the Glasshouse is a glass 
and steel structure reflecting Chihuly’s lifelong appreciation for conservatories. 
Inside, students will see one of Chihuly’s largest suspended sculptures.

Venture to the garden to see a unique plant collection alongside the artist’s 
work. New installations are featured every season. Afterward, stop by the theater 
where educational programs take place and where students can watch short 
videos on Chihuly’s work process.

Live demonstrations are available throughout the day and are a great way for 
students to see artists create stunning masterpieces.

Chihuly Garden and Glass offers private workshop opportunities and tours, all 
led by knowledgeable instructors and guides. The gallery additionally provides 
packages with admission to not only Chihuly Garden and Glass, but also the 
Space Needle Observation Deck. 206-753-4940, chihulygardenandglass.com 

Mississippi artists 
and innovators 
come to life at 
The MAX

From Jerry Lee Lewis to Oprah Win-
frey, Mississippi Arts + Entertainment 
Experience’s (The MAX) Hall of Fame is 
a 360-degree, two-story gallery displaying 
the impact Mississippians have had in the 
arts and entertainment world. 
Through a number of exhibits, the 
Meridian, Mississippi, museum asks 
students to go behind-the-scenes and 
explore the birthplace of these stars, their 
cultural influences and their earliest days 
of creative expression. Discover how the 
state’s geography inspired its artists, learn 
about how church served as a source 
of encouragement and see how these 
figures have influenced the modern 
global community. School groups can 
also explore The MAX with a scavenger 
hunt or a hands-on creative workshop. 
601-581-1550, ext. 31; msarts.org

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
The MAX’s Walk of Fame includes 
legends Jimmie Rodgers, B.B. 
King, Sela Ward, William Faulkner, 
Marty Stuart, Tennessee Williams, 
Elvis Presley and many others. 

Photo: Chihuly Studio

Photo: Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
/Joel Wigelsworth
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The National Museum of the United States Army will 
immerse you in the experience of American Soldiers since 
1775. As the U.S. Army’s front door, the National Army 
Museum shares the Army’s story with the world. 

The Museum is located at Fort Belvoir- less than 30 
minutes from the National Mall and 10 minutes from Mount 
Vernon and I-95. Free, timed tickets are required, COVID-19 
precautions apply.

DISCOVER THE GREATEST NEW
WASHINGTON, DC ATTRACTION
LOCATED IN FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA

EXPERIENCE, EXPLORE, 
ENCOUNTER

are close bygood times

GOOD
TIMES

ARE 
CLOSE

BY
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Find more Arts & Culture attractions
at youthtravelplanner.com.

Visit the home of an 
American author and legend

Built in 1874, The Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford, Connecticut, mea-
sures 11,500 square feet and features 25 rooms — a home Twain would later say he 
spent the happiest and most productive years of his life. 

Inside the home, students will see the room where the author would write his 
famed works. The exterior grounds include the Carriage House and several gardens 
— all of which can be toured. 

The house museum’s exhibits introduce visitors to the members of the 
Clemens family — Sam (Mark Twain), Livy, Susie and Jean. Students will see LEGO 
Mark Twain, made entirely of LEGOS and standing at 6-feet tall and weighing 
150 pounds. Learn about Twain’s life work through displays and an orientation 
film created by renowned documentary filmmaker Ken Burns. 860-280-3130, 
marktwainhouse.org

MORE TO SEE: 
Also on the property lies 
Nook Farm, once home 
to best-selling American 
author Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, as well as other 
notable American figures. 
Immerse in the history and 
culture of the Hartford 
area and tack on a visit to 
The Wadsworth Atheneum 
Museum of Art, too.

Photo: The Mark Twain House & Museum
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A PLACE 
TO COMPETE
ATHLETES FLOCK 
TO LAKE CHARLES, 
‘YOUTH SPORTS 
CAPITAL OF LOUISIANA’

As the sales director 
for Visit Lake Charles, the 
main market that I manage 
revolves around sports. 
From baseball to softball 
and swimming to basketball 
— including Olympic boxing. 
I am passionate about 
what I do. I want everyone 
who comes to Southwest 
Louisiana to leave on a high 
note, even the teams who 
do not taste victory; my goal 
is that they have a positive 
experience and cannot wait 
to come back to the area 
to try again. The people of 
Southwest Louisiana are 
welcoming, and the culture 
of hospitality runs deep.

–Eric Zartler, sales director, 
Visit Lake Charles

SPORTS & RECREATION

”

“

Photo: Brad Puckett
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Lake Charles in southwest Louisiana has been 
proudly known as the Youth Sports Capital of 
Louisiana for more than 20 years. 

Kathryn Shea Duncan, media/public relations 
manager at Visit Lake Charles, noted there’s a large 
audience for baseball and softball in the region and local 
families who are extremely active in promoting youth 
sports. So, it was a natural fit for the convention and 
visitors bureau to pursue youth sports, especially with 
the abundance of facilities available in the area. 

“The amount of community support, volunteers and 
general excitement from local media about tournaments 
makes events memorable for the student-athletes and 
fans,” Shea Duncan said. “The CVB is committed to 
excellence, and our seasoned staff pulls out all the stops 
to make teams feel welcome.”

Lake Charles has played host to close to 100 different 
sporting events annually at its 61 baseball fields, 50 
basketball courts, 25 football fields, eight 18-hole golf 
courses, 45 soccer fields and 59 softball fields. And 
there are also top-notch swimming and wrestling 
facilities, tennis and volleyball courts, and track and field 
stadiums. 

“The biggest draw is our youth and 
high school diamond facilities,” Shea 
Duncan said. “We have a vast inventory 
of artificial surface diamond fields for 
all-weather play!”

Naturally, with southwest Louisiana 
being highly competitive as a 
destination for youth sports, other 
nearby areas have used what Visit Lake 
Charles does as a barometer. Shea 
Duncan said the bureau is constantly 
looking at innovative ways to do things, 
provide new opportunities and keep 
facilities updated.

“Looking to the future, Visit Lake 
Charles wants to be even more 
competitive in the marketplace,” Shea 
Duncan said. “So, as new technology or 
materials become available to enhance 
facilities, we are at the forefront of 
developing the destination to be able to 
host more events.”

Grant funds are available for 
tournament directors looking to bring 
events to southwest Louisiana. The 
staff at Visit Lake Charles also assists 
with room blocks and in working with 
local facilities. Other services include 
public relations, media management, 
volunteers, publicity and promotional 
items.

While in Lake Charles, youth groups 
will have many options for spending free 
time. The area is brimming with delicious 
mom-and-pop restaurants. Young people 
can enjoy many outdoor entertainment 
venues and a myriad of outdoor 
adventures from paddle boarding to 
lighted bike tours or adventures along 
the Creole Nature Trail All-American 
Road, including four wildlife refuges. 
Southwest Louisiana is also home to a 
thriving arts community. n 

 Visit Lake Charles 
 800-456-7952 
 visitlakecharles.org/sports 

By David Hoekman

SPORTS & RECREATION

Photo: Brad Puckett
Pattison Park
Photo: lindseyjanies.com

Photo: Visit Lake Charles
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 DO   Follow the Sculptured Oak 
Nature Trail at Myrtle Beach State 
Park to see one of the last stands 
of maritime forest on the northern 
coast of South Carolina. Biking, 
sea kayaking and fishing are also 
possible activities. Walk along the 
iconic causeway at Huntington 
Beach State Park to view the birds 
and alligators that live in the marsh. 
Take part in a Coastal Exploration 
Program with a naturalist to learn 
about the park’s wildlife.

Explore the waters around Myrtle 
Beach using a canoe or kayak.

 ZIP   Navigate the obstacles 
at Radical Ropes Adventure 
Park. Soar 50 feet above water at 
Soar & Explore, which is part of 
WonderWorks at Boardwalk at the 
Beach. There’s also a three-level 
ropes course.

 PLAY   The Ripken Experience 
Myrtle Beach offers nine replica 
baseball fields of historic Major 
League ballparks like the Polo 
Grounds, Ebbets Field and Westside 
Grounds. Participants take 
advantage of multiple batting cages, 
bullpens and training facilities. The 
Ripken Experience is perfect for 
tournaments and baseball camps. 

The John T. Rhodes Myrtle 
Beach Sports Center in the heart 
of Myrtle Beach includes eight 
basketball courts and 16 volleyball 
courts. The center can host 
wrestling, gymnastics, table tennis 
and pickle ball.

Myrtle Beach has more the 35 
elaborately themed miniature golf 
courses depicting pirates, volcanoes 
and dinosaurs.

MYRTLE BEACH, 
SOUTH CAROLINA

 DON’T MISS   Theater and 
entertainment venues in Myrtle 
Beach provide shows for youth 
travelers plus backstage programs 
and performance opportunities. 
Check out the offerings at Carolina 
Opry, Pirates Voyage, Alabama 
Theatre, Medieval Times, Legends 
in Concert, Asher Theatre and GTS 
Theatre.

 ASK 
 Visit Myrtle Beach/ 
  Myrtle Beach Area 
  Chamber & CVB 
 843-916-7248 
 visitmyrtlebeach.com 

“
”

The area has much to offer those interested in sports and recreation, 
from light adventure experiences like canoeing and wildlife viewing to 
more adrenaline-fueled activities and even mini golf. Our state-of-the-art 
sports facilities are also the perfect backdrop for camps and tournaments.

–Bob Harris, executive vice president of group sales, 
Visit Myrtle Beach/Myrtle Beach Area Chamber & CVB

Photos: Visit Myrtle Beach



60 MILES OF BRINGING 
PEOPLE TOGETHER

With ecotours and places like Ripley’s Aquarium, 
Brookgreen Gardens and WonderWorks, Myrtle Beach 
is that spoonful of sugar that helps the learning 
go down. Your group belongs at The Beach.

VisitMyrtleBeach.com/Groups
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Every day is Derby Day at 
Kentucky Derby Museum

Get the inside track on the “greatest two minutes in sports” at the 
Kentucky Derby Museum in Louisville, Kentucky. Two floors of inter-
active exhibits on the annual horse race, a heart-pounding 18-minute 
movie shown on a 360-degree, 4K high-resolution screen and a walking 
tour of Churchill Downs are part of a visit. Don’t miss the exhibit on the 
elaborate hats worn at the Kentucky Derby. An education presentation 
can be added. 502-992-5911, derbymuseum.org

Find full-throttle 
experiences at 
NASCAR Hall of Fame

To encounter the shine, speed and super-
heroes of motor racing, head to the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
The SPARK! Full Throttle Discovery is a rac-
ing-themed educational program. Included 
are try-your-hand activities geared to career 
exploration, such as Pit Crew Challenge, 
racing simulators and calling the race as a 
broadcaster. 

Students can explore seven thematic 
exhibit galleries, watch a 12-minute 
introductory film and see hundreds of 
artifacts representing NASCAR, its technology 
and its people. 706-654-4437, nascarhall.com

International Tennis 
Hall of Fame serves 
up sport’s history 
and impact

Hear Roger Federer talk about why he 
loves tennis in a holographic theater at the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame. Students 
feel as though they are in the room with the 
Swiss pro. The hall of fame and museum is 
located in The Newport Casino, a National His-
toric Landmark that opened in 1880 as a social 
club in Newport, Rhode Island. 

Lesson plans cover the history of tennis, 
communicating tennis and the science 
of tennis. The History of Tennis lesson 
plan includes civil rights, women’s history, 
globalization, Rhode Island history, geography 
and pop culture. Literacy and journalism, 
including the art of the interview, are part of 
the Communicating Tennis lesson plan. In 
The Physics of Tennis lesson plan, high school 
students explore the game by focusing on the 
energy, force, systems, gravity and motion of a 
ball. 401-849-3990, tennisfame.com

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
“Glory Road,” the signature exhibit, features a banked ramp 
leading to the second floor. Historic cars are displayed in race 
formation on a curved “track,” representing different levels of 
banking at racetracks. Students have two opportunities to walk 
up and experience racetrack inclines at 14 and 33 degrees. 

Photo: Louisville Tourism

Photo: VisitNC.com
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Go for the gold in 
Colorado Springs

The Olympic and Paralympic Games 
remind the world of the values and 
ideals that unite humankind. The U.S. 
Olympic & Paralympic Museum, which 
opened in 2020, uses artifacts and tech-
nology to tell the compelling stories of 
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic athletes. 
The highly accessible and interactive 
museum in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, focuses on the Olympic and 
Paralympic movements’ core values: 
friendship; respect and excellence; 
determination; equality; inspiration; and 
courage. 
      Teacher guides provide STEAM-
related classroom lessons customized to 
meet national and state standards. Tour 
of Champions, a field trip activity, helps 
young people make the most of their 
time at the museum by highlighting 
content they might not otherwise see 
or read. In the Winning Chemistry 
lesson plan, students explore the metals 
featured in the Olympic and Paralympic 
medals by discovering their unique 
properties, identifying their places in 
the periodic table and designing a 
medal that represents and celebrates 
their own community. 719-497-1234, 
usopm.org

Cooperstown museum is a 
home-run for student groups

The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooper-
stown, New York, helps young people understand the game — and its 
role in history. A module on Jackie Robinson, for example, introduces 
students to the impact of racial segregation on baseball and how 
baseball, in turn, was a precursor of the modern civil rights move-
ment. The museum’s unparalleled collection and the bronze plaques 
of baseball’s greatest players, managers, umpires and executives give 
students goosebumps. 607-547-7200, baseballhall.org

Visit the ‘Sultan of Swat’s’ 
birthplace in Baltimore

One of the greatest sports heroes of the 20th century was born in a Baltimore, 
Maryland, row house in 1895. The Babe Ruth Birthplace & Museum preserves that 
house at 216 Emory St. and relates the life and times of George Herman “Babe” Ruth 
Jr. The baseball slugger became America’s first sports celebrity and an international 
icon. The museum is just three blocks west of Oriole Park at Camden Yards. 

A variety of educational programs are offered, such as designing a sports jersey 
or investigating significant dates in the history of sports and how they relate 
to U.S., Maryland and Baltimore history and economics. For the Teamwork on 
Paper program, students work as a team to complete a sports story using sports 
vocabulary, ideas and themes in the museum. Teams are given “four quarters” to 
finish their stories. 410-727-1539, baberuthmuseum.org

The U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum prides itself on 
being more than a museum. The 21st-century student needs 
more than textbooks and artifacts to truly learn, so the USOPM is 
incorporating engaging interactive and immersive exhibits that 
create an unforgettable educational experience.

–Michelle Dusserre Farrell, vice president 
of athlete engagement and Olympic silver medalist

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
Only 235 former major leaguers — 1% of those to have played baseball 
in the major leagues — have earned a spot in the Hall of Fame.

“
”

Photo: Milo Stewart Jr. /
National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum

Photo: Nic Lehoux
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 DO   Pittsburgh is proud of the 
24 miles of walking and biking 
trails that connect downtown 
to other neighborhoods. Kayak 
Pittsburgh rents kayaks and 
canoes so groups can explore the 
city’s three rivers — the Allegheny, 
Monongahela and Ohio. 

 GO   Head to Western 
Pennsylvania Sports Museum 
to learn about the region’s sports 
history. 

Science and sports are combined 
at Highmark SportsWorks at the 
Carnegie Science Center. The idea 
is to inspire learning and curiosity by 
uniting the experience of sports with 
the laws of science that control sports. 

Remember the legacy of Pirates 
great Roberto Clemente at The 
Clemente Museum. 

 COMPETE   The David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center is an 
environmentally friendly venue that 
has played host to 500 teams on 36 
basketball courts. 

All American Park features seven 
baseball fields, five softball fields 
and 10 synthetic batting cages and 
indoor fields.

The Pittsburgh Elite Volleyball 
Center has five volleyball courts and 
a strength-and-conditioning center.

Pittsburgh Indoor Sports Arena 
houses three fields of brand-new 
Revolution Field Turf, cafe, batting 
cages and a new hard-court arena. 

 DON’T MISS   Ride the 
Duquesne Incline, a historic 
funicular, up Mount Washington for 
a panoramic view of Pittsburgh and 
its rivers. Molly’s Trolleys Pittsburgh 
can customize tours. The Gateway 
Clipper is a great way to see 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Pittsburgh from the rivers. 
Carnegie Museum of Natural 

History houses one of the world’s 
largest dinosaur collections, while 
the National Aviary is America’s only 
independent indoor nonprofit zoo 
dedicated to birds.

Connect with the city’s steel 
industry heritage at Rivers of Steel 

Carrie Blast Furnaces. 
Primanti Bros. is home to 

Pittsburgh’s almost famous 
sandwich.

 ASK 
 SportsPITTSBURGH 
 412-281-7711 
 sportspittsburgh.com 

If there is an educational 
component, perhaps include 
some of our Division I, II, III and 
NAIA universities. Duquesne 
University, located downtown, 
just opened the UPMC Cooper 
Fieldhouse. It is named after 
Chuck Cooper, the first African 
American drafted into the 
NBA. Just up the road from the 
fieldhouse is Josh Gibson Field 
— named for the great Negro 
League catcher and batter who 
played for both of Pittsburgh’s 
Negro League teams. Point 
Park University is also located 
downtown with an advanced 
curriculum in sports, art and 
entertainment, which includes 
the business of esports. 

–Jennifer Hawkins, executive 
director, SportsPITTSBURGH

“

”
1 Kayaking on the Allegheny River in Pittsburgh
Photo: JP Diroll

2 Highmark SportsWorks at the Carnegie Science Center
Photo: Carnegie Science Center
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MAS S AC H U S E T TS

E X P E R I E N C E

All tours depart from our 
new  Visitors Center, 

1875 MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE, LEXINGTON

Discover for unique Gi�s 
and Souvenirs in our 
renovated Gi� Shop! 

Restrooms are available.

Check Out Our 
NEW Visitors Center!

TAKE A RIDE THROUGH HISTORY!
Sit back, relax, and allow our costumed step-on guides to 
transport your students back in time to April 19, 1775. You’ll 
explore the notable sites and historic houses around Lexington 
Battle Green, Minuteman National Park and the Old North 
Bridge in Concord. Or, create your own custom itinerary! 
Tours available seven days per week.  

To book a step-on guide and custom tour contact: 
Casey Hagerty, Tourism Coordinator 
781-698-4568 or email at chagerty@lexingtonma.gov.

      MAKE 
 HISTORY  
LEXINGTON!

IN

Compete 
at National 
Sports Center

The 660 acres of sport and 
event facilities at the National 
Sports Center (NSC) make it the 
world’s largest amateur sports 
facility. On the campus in Blaine, 
Minnesota, part of the Minneap-
olis-Saint Paul metropolitan area, 
are 50 multi-use athletic fields; an 
eight-rink ice arena; a stadium; an 
18-hole golf course; and the Sport 
Expo Center, a court sports facility.

The NSC operates over 100 
programs and events in a variety 
of sports and hosts numerous 
national and international 
competitions. 763-785-5600, 
nscsports.org

REST 
EASY: 
The National Sports Center Residence Hall, a 180-bed dormitory 
with an adjoining cafeteria, is perfect for retreats, residence camps 
and tournaments requiring on-site housing.

Photo: National Sports Center
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Find more Sports & Recreation attractions at youthtravelplanner.com.

Huddle up in 
Canton, Ohio

Student groups learn about 
professional football legends at the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, 
Ohio. Exhibits and stories bring to life 
such words as courage, dedication, 
vision, fair play, integrity and excel-
lence. 

For athletes and coaches, the Hall 
of Fame Village Sports Complex is 
located at the Hall of Fame Village 
powered by Johnson Controls. The 
facility hosts local and national teams, 
tournaments and leagues across 
football, lacrosse, soccer and more. 
330-456-8207, profootballhof.com

Soar over a 
canyon with 
Lava Zipline 
Adventure

Easy and fun are the two key 
words at Lava Zipline Adventure 
in Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. A big 
green army truck picks up the 
group on Main Street and drives out 
to a private canyon surrounded by 
mountains for zip line adventures 
on lines of 800, 1,000 and 2,000 feet. 
The trip also includes access to the 
high ropes course, geodesic dome 
and climbing wall. Plan on the ex-
perience taking 3½ hours. 208-589-
1734, lavazipline.com

Experience 
baseball in 
Branson

Complete week-long tournament 
packages are available at the expansive 
Ballparks of America sports complex 
in Branson, Missouri. The five fields 
are two-thirds replicas of famous major 
league ballparks in Boston, Chicago, St. 
Louis, Brooklyn and Kansas City, with 
iconic features, synthetic turf, profes-
sional scoreboards and lighting, sunken 
dugouts and stadium-style seats. There 
are full-size personal lockers, an arcade 
and game room, and 11 indoor batting 
cages. 

Athletes and coaches stay in 
residential clubhouses. Allowing 
players and coaches to eat, sleep and 
play together while preparing for 
games creates strong bonds. Each 
player receives a packet of coupons for 
discounts at Branson-area attractions. 
417-464-6333, ballparksofamerica.com

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
inductees receive a gold jacket 
and are known as Gold Jackets. 
The jackets are gold to signify 
the individuals who receive 
them are the “gold standard” 
within football. Haggar Clothing 
Co. makes each custom-tailored 
Gold Jacket. The color is 
proprietary and not registered 
with any color service, so it 
cannot be duplicated.

Photo: Branson/Lakes Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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 SEE   Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company has a nationally recognized 
Steppenwolf for Young Adults series, 
focused on creating professional 
plays specifically for a teen and family 
audience.

Blue Man Group puts on an 
unforgettable, multisensory show at 
Chicago’s Briar Street Theatre and 
has performed for 35 million people 
worldwide. The Joffrey Ballet 
expresses an inclusive perspective 
on dance that reflects the diversity 
of America and is the largest dance 
company and dance education 
provider in Chicago.

 PERFORM   360 Chicago gives 
students the opportunity to bring 
their talents to new heights — literally. 
Groups can perform on the 94th 
floor with Chicago’s skyline as their 
backdrop. Students can also perform 
at the Field Museum, one of the largest 
natural history museums in the world.

 EXPLORE   Chicago’s longest-
running storytelling collective, 2nd 
Story, has a study guide that includes 
a story that is geographically about 
Chicago. It’s designed so that a 
teacher can have their group listen 
to a story and then walk the Chicago 
neighborhood that the story takes 
place in.

Lyric Opera of Chicago offers 
backstage tours for students, giving 
them a chance to journey through the 
various production areas and learn 
about the elements that combine to 
create a grand opera performance.

The iconic Chicago Theatre also 
offers a behind-the-scenes Marquee 
Tour, where students can peek at the 
signatures scrawled on the dressing 
room walls by famous stars who have 
graced the stage.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

DON’T MISS   Head to Museum 
Campus where students can catch an 
aquatic show at Shedd Aquarium, 
stargaze at Adler Planetarium and 
take an interactive science lesson 
at the Museum of Science and 
Industry.

Navy Pier is also a must-see.
Groups can check out the Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater and catch a 

student matinee show. Lincoln Park 
Zoo is a great bonus stop; students 
can join a zoo educator and observe 
animals like polar bears and gorillas.

 ASK 
 Choose Chicago 
 312-567-8500 
 choosechicago.com 

1 Blue Man Group
Photo: Blue Man Group

2 Shedd Aquarium
Photo: Courtesy of Shedd 
Aquarium/Choose Chicago

Chicago is excited 
to welcome students’ 
educational experiences 
back to in-person travels to 
the city’s attractions such 
as the newly renovated 
Skydeck Chicago and the 
ever-changing world’s 
largest digital art display 
Art on theMART. As we 
celebrate the 2021 Year of 
Music in Chicago, there 
could not be a better time 
to host your student group 
performance in our city.

–Naomi Hattori, 
acting vice president 
of global development,     

       Choose Chicago

“

”
1

2
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Get your groove on 
at Country Music 
Hall of Fame and 
Museum

Students can completely immerse in the 
history and evolution of country music at 
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Students will learn 
about the history of Nashville’s recording 
industry and the progression of recording 
technology at Historic RCA Studio B.

Groups can show off their talents at 
the museum and perform, and even work 
alongside a songwriter in the interactive 
co-writing program. For an hour, groups can 
work closely with one of Nashville’s most 
accomplished songwriters as they guide 
students in composing original lyrics of their 
own. The session concludes with a group 
recording of the new tune. 615-416-2001, 
countrymusichalloffame.org

Experience endless 
entertainment at 
Alabama Theatre

Students can sing, dance and perform 
on stage at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina’s 
famous Alabama Theatre. Groups can 
show off their talents before the Alabama 
Theatre’s production “ONE the Show” or 
“The South’s Grandest Christmas Show.”

Dancing workshops are offered for 
student groups, and include a student 
performance pre-show, instructional 
workshop, a technical tour and on-stage 
photo opportunities.

Since 1993, Alabama Theatre has 
been entertaining locals and tourists 
with grand entertainment, ranging from 
comedy shows and music performances 
to acrobatics and dance. Legendary artists 
that have graced the theater’s stage 
include Josh Turner, Jay Leno, Diamond 
Rio and The Righteous Brothers. 

800-342-2262, alabama-theatre.com

 Students are welcome to share 
their talents on stage. Choirs, 
small bands and dance groups 
can perform for 15–20 minutes. 
Master classes are customized 
for each group. We want every 
student experience to be one that 
is remembered!

–Ellen Calhoun, national sales  
 manager, Alabama Theatre

“

”

Photo: Alabama Theatre

Photo: Courtesy of the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum
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Discover country music’s roots at the 
Birthplace of Country Music Museum

Visit the Birthplace of Country Music Museum to experience the history of 
early commercial country music, the impact of technology on its success, and the 
impact and legacy this history has had on the music of today. Located in historic 
downtown Bristol, Tennessee-Virginia, the museum celebrates and explores the 
1927 Bristol Sessions, now known as the “Big Bang of Country Music.”

The museum brings country music and recording history to life through text 
and artifacts, multiple video experiences, and interactive displays and experiences 
— such as listening and mixing stations, a karaoke booth, and the opportunity to 
observe Radio Bristol DJs and musical guests at work broadcasting live from the 
museum.

Youth groups can choose from a variety of optional activities to enhance their 
visit, including guided or self-guided tours of the permanent exhibits, scavenger 
hunts, temporary special exhibits, Banjo Bingo, a History of Listening Lesson, 
flat-footing demonstrations, live shows in the Performance Theater and so much 
more. 423-573-1927, birthplaceofcountrymusic.org

MORE TO 
SHARE:
The museum is in the process of 
finalizing several related lesson plans 
for students that can be used in the 
classroom pre- or post-visit as teacher 
resources and to enhance learning 
goals. Catered on-site meals can also be 
arranged for visiting school groups. 

Students shine with Universal’s 
STARS Performance Programs

Universal Studios is a student’s dream; with a variety of performance opportuni-
ties and workshops, groups will stay busy in Orlando’s famous theme park.

From The Universal CityWalk Lagoon Stage, non-marching student groups 
entertain crowds of delighted visitors with STARS Stage Performances. Whether the 
group is a jazz band, show choir, concert choir, orchestra or dance team, the cheers 
and applause of grateful guests will leave student performers with wonderful life-
long memories.

When it comes to marching band opportunities, student groups can combine a 
day of thrilling rides with the excitement of performing in a unique setting as they 
represent their schools while marching through Universal Studios Florida theme park.

In STARS Performance Workshops, students can get hands-on, real-world advice 
geared toward several performance career paths. Bands and choirs will score an 
actual movie scene and dancers will learn how to ace auditions, and more. 

800-968-8415, universalorlandoyouth.com
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 PERFORM   As the Live 
Performance Capital of the World, 
Branson is a natural fit for performing 
student groups. The Haygoods show 
opens its doors to student band, vocal 
and dance groups, giving them the 
chance to perform for live audiences. 
The Haygoods are one talented family 
(currently five brothers and one sister 
are performing) and they’ve played 
over 7,000 concerts for 6 million 
people worldwide.

Students can also perform at Silver 
Dollar City on the Gazebo Stage, 
and they can entertain guests as 
they prepare to board the Showboat 
Branson Belle. Clay Cooper Theatre 
gives students the chance to perform 
live as an opening act.

At the Titanic Museum, students 
experience what it was like to walk 
the hallways, parlors, cabins and 
grand staircase of the Titanic while 
surrounded by more than 400 
artifacts directly from the ship and its 
passengers. And better yet, student 
performance opportunities are 
available!

 
 SEE   Dolly Parton’s Stampede 

is a true Branson experience, from a 
delicious four-course meal to amazing 
stunts performed in a 35,000-square-
foot arena. Dolly Parton’s Stampede 
features a cast of 32 majestic horses 
and expert riders, plus friendly 
competitions, comedy and beautiful 
storytelling that wraps up with a 
grand patriotic finale set to Dolly’s 
original song, “Color Me America.”

Legends in Concert is a 
world-famous live tribute show 
featuring tribute performances by 
stars like Michael Jackson, Johnny 
Cash, Lady Gaga, Marilyn Monroe 
and Whitney Houston. Amazing 
Acrobats of Shanghai honors the 

BRANSON, MISSOURI

historic Shanghai culture through 
the dynamic artists’ dazzling 
performances, which include 
breathtaking acrobatics, colorful 
dance, comedy, mystifying magic and 
numerous aerial feats of strength.

 DON’T MISS   The Branson 
Ferris Wheel is 150 feet tall, boasting 
spectacular views of Branson’s 
entertainment corridor and the Ozark 
Mountains. Branson’s Aquarium at 
the Boardwalk is a must-see for 

students. Groups can enjoy over 250 
different animal species and even 
take a 5D submarine adventure to the 
bottom of the sea. Fritz’s Adventure 
is an adrenaline-pumping indoor 
adventure park that brings outdoor 
adventure inside. 

 ASK 
Explore Branson
417-334-4084
explorebranson.com/groups

1 Legends in Concert
Photo: Explore Branson

2 The Haygoods
Photo: Explore Branson

1

2

Fun, adventure and 
learning are at the heart 
of what student groups 
experience in Branson.

–Lenni Neimeyer, director 
of leisure group sales, Branson/
Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce & CVB

“
”
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IN SETTING THE STAGE FOR
YOUR NEXT GROUP ADVENTURE

To learn more about Branson, request the student sales kit
and start planning your next student group adventure.

Lenni Neimeyer, CTIS, CSTP  |  lneimeyer@bransoncvb.com  | 417-243-2105

Find more Music & Performing Arts attractions at youthtravelplanner.com.

Celebrate rock music’s legacy 
at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Music lovers and aspiring rock stars can have a memorable 
visit at Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. Students can 
experience the music that changed the world through educational 
programs, iconic artifacts and rare historical video. The hall’s inter-
active Garage allows beginners or experienced musicians to pick 
up instruments and rock out. Listening stations let fans rock out to 
their favorite tunes, and the Power of Rock theater makes audi-
ences feel like they’re at a Rock Hall induction ceremony — seats 
shaking, smoke, music and all.

Students also can see how costumes have transformed and 
changed over the years to fit the variety of rock and roll styles. The 
Rockin’ the Schools program allows groups to learn about the 
innovation, impact and influence of rock and roll music on history 
and culture. 216-781-7625, rockhall.com

We have packages to make your group feel like 
rock stars! Our group benefits are designed to make 
your visit experiential, unique and memorable.

–Steve Dobo, director of strategic partnerships, 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

“ ”
Photo: Courtesy of Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
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BRIDGING
PAST 
AND
FUTURE
SMITHSONIAN
LOOKS AHEAD
WITH ‘FUTURES’

The Smithsonian Institution will  
celebrate its 175th anniversary by  
looking forward.

A centerpiece of the anniversary is 
“FUTURES,” the institution’s first major 
building-wide exploration of the future. 
This new museum experience will fuse 
art, technology, design and history. 

“FUTURES” celebrates the Smith-
sonian’s anniversary by temporarily 
reopening the institution’s historic Arts 
and Industries Building (AIB) in Washing-
ton, D.C., for the first time in nearly two 
decades. The AIB opened in 1881 as the 
country’s first national museum. 

The “FUTURES” experience opens 
in November 2021 and will be on view 
through July 2022. Admission will be free.

Part exhibition, part festival, “FU-
TURES” will present nearly 32,000 square 
feet of new immersive site-specific art 
installations, interactives, working exper-
iments, inventions, speculative designs 
and “artifacts of the future.” In addition, 
historic objects and discoveries from 23 
of the Smithsonian’s museums, major 
initiatives and research centers will be 
displayed.

1
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1 Futures that Inspire, Rockwell Group rendering
Photo: Courtesy Smithsonian

2 me + you in the Smithsonian’s Arts 
and Industries Building rendering
Photo: Courtesy Reddymade

3 “The Co-Lab” in the Smithsonian’s Arts and 
Industries Building, rendering courtesy Autodesk 
Inc. “Elevate ultimate mobility vehicle model” 
image courtesy Hyundai Motor Group
Photo: Smithsonian

4 Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building
Photo: Ron Blunt, Courtesy Smithsonian

 me + you 
Artist and architect Suchi Reddy 

will unveil a new, site-specific artificial 
intelligence and light sculpture for 
“FUTURES.” Titled me + you, Reddy’s 
two-story installation weaves together 
human wisdom and intelligent technol-
ogy.

Students who visit “FUTURES” will be 
among the first to pilot an experimental 
new way to design sustainable, inclusive 
future cities — by building them from 
the ground up, together. The Co-Lab, a 
first-of-its-kind collaborative design ex-
perience, invites the public — including 
student groups — to bring their creativi-
ty and sense of play to co-design better, 
greener communities in real time. The 
Co-Lab introduces a powerful generative 

artificial intelligence as a new design 
partner.

“For 175 years, the Smithsonian has 
been helping people better understand 
who we are, where we have been and 
where we want to go,” said Rachel 
Goslins, director of AIB. “With ‘FUTURES,’ 
we want to invite all visitors to discover, 
debate and delight in the many possi-
bilities for our shared future. There’s no 
place better to do this than in the Arts 
and Industries Building, the nation’s 
original home for big ideas.”

The Smithsonian has become the 
world’s largest museum, education and 
research complex, with 19 museums, 
the National Zoo and nine research 
facilities. n

4

 Why Smithsonian? 
The Smithsonian 

Institution’s name 
comes from James 
Smithson, a British 
scientist.

When Smithson 
drew up his will in 
1826, he named his 
nephew as beneficia-
ry. However, Smithson 
stipulated if the neph-
ew died without heirs, 
the estate should go 
“to the United States 
of America, to found 
at Washington, under 
the name of the 
Smithsonian Institu-
tion, an establishment 
for the increase and 
diffusion of knowl-
edge among men.”

When the nephew 
died in 1835 without 
heirs, the United 
States received the 
estate, which amount-
ed to more than 
$500,000.
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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

1

 WALK 
Hit the trail —  The Freedom Trail. 

The 2½-mile Freedom Trail is a red-
bricked path on Boston sidewalks 
that leads to 16 historic sites. Book a 
tour led by the Freedom Trail Players, 
the Freedom Trail Foundation’s 
troupe of 18th-century costumed 
guides. Or play the educational 
game “For Crown or Colony?” The 
foundation offers a 100-page Ameri-
can Revolution curriculum guide.

 DO 
Head to the Boston Tea Party 

Ships & Museum. The floating 
museum is dedicated to accurately 
reliving and representing 1773–1775. 
Young people join Samuel Adams 
and the Sons and Daughters of 
Liberty as they protest King George’s 
unjust taxes in a re-enactment of 
a town meeting held hours before 
the Boston Tea Party. Then storm to 
Griffin’s Wharf to throw the Crown’s 
tea into Boston Harbor.

Although the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum is 
temporarily closed, it provides virtual 
programs for educators and young 
people. 

 TOUR 
The Old North Church is Boston’s 

oldest surviving church building and 
one of The Freedom Trail’s most visit-
ed historical sites. The church is best 
known for “one if by land, and two if by 
sea,” and the midnight ride of Paul Re-
vere. A 30-minute behind-the-scenes 
guided tour offers an in-depth view 
of Old North and its history within the 
theme of “how things work.”

 DON’T MISS 
Take a narrated land-and-water 

tour with Boston Duck Tours. After 
the amphibious vehicles drive past 
the city’s top attractions, they splash 
into the Charles River for a view of the 
Boston and Cambridge skylines. The 
New England Aquarium’s four-story 
Giant Ocean Tank has been given a 
21st-century transformation and has 
a new coral reef, more than 1,000 
animals and bigger windows made of 
crystal-clear acrylic.

 ASK 
 Greater Boston Convention 
  & Visitors Bureau 
 617-536-4100 
 bostonusa.com 

1 Freedom Trail
Photo: Freedom Trail Foundation

2 Old State House
Photo: Greater Boston Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

3 John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum
Photo: John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum

2 3
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Step into history at 
Colonial Williamsburg

Young people who enter the Historic Area 
at Colonial Williamsburg are fully immersed 
in 18th-century Virginia’s colonial capital city. 
Interactive programs and cross-curricular in-
vestigations are designed to engage the minds 
of young visitors. The professional educators at 
the world’s largest living history museum will 
customize a tour.

Colonial Williamsburg, in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, has more than 600 restored or 
reconstructed buildings, two world-class art 
museums, lodging and a range of culinary op-
tions, retail stores and gardens. 888-965-7254, 
colonialwilliamsburg.org

Memphis civil rights museum 
chronicles history while inspiring 
positive social change 

Reflect at the spot where civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. It’s now the National 
Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine Motel. See Room 306 where 
King spent his final hours. Multimedia and multisensory exhibits are 
arranged in chronological order and cover topics such as the Atlantic 
slave trade, the investigation of Dr. King’s assassination and the Black 
Power movement. The museum conducts teacher workshops to 
advance the knowledge and equip educators with tools for teaching 
sensitive themes around the civil rights movement. Extensive online 
resources, including e-learning activities, allow students to discover 
more about the struggle for freedom and justice around the world, 

and those resources can be accessed 
before and after a visit. 901-521-9699, 
civilrightsmuseum.org

STANDING UP BY 
SITTING DOWN 
The e-learning activity 
is modeled after the 
museum’s exhibit of the 
same name. Young people 
walk through a lunch 
counter sit-in using a 
series of questions.

Photo: Colonial Williamsburg
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Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated.

www.bestwesterngreenfield.com
1.800.342.5802  •  313.271.1600 p/f

Thousands of 
delighted guests.

3000 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, MI 48101

Greenfield Inn
Great location...
      Excellent service....

Experience five 
museums in one at 
The Buffalo Bill Center 
of the West 

Get the inside scoop on the private life of 
William F. Cody, his public persona of Buffalo 
Bill and the show — Buffalo Bill’s Wild West — 
that made him famous. The Buffalo Bill Center 
of the West in Cody, Wyoming, connects 
young people to the stories of the American 
West. Artifacts, interactive displays, Western 
art and exhibits are housed in five museums 
(Buffalo Bill Museum, Plains Indian Museum, 
Cody Firearms Museum, Draper Natural History 
Museum and Whitney Western Art Museum) 
and one research library. 

Online or on-site experiences can be 
arranged. Scavenger hunts can be part of a 
field trip visit, too. Guided Western history 
experiences include Getting to Know Buffalo 
Bill and Trappers, Traders, and Trailblazers. 
Guided art experiences include an opportunity 
to make art, learn the stories behind the art in 
the center’s collection and explore how culture, 
individuality, technique and place in history 
influence an artist. Guided cultural history 
and natural history experiences are available, 
as well as self-guided visits. 307-587-4771, 
centerofthewest.org

UP-CLOSE
AND PERSONAL: 
Student can see birds of prey up-close with a Raptor 
Experience at The Draper Natural History Museum. The 
live raptor education program shares some of northwest 
Wyoming’s most spectacular wild animals, including 
hawks, bald eagles, falcons and owls. 

Photo: Buffalo Bill Center of the West

d e n t o n c o u n t y . g o v / C H O S

DENTON COUNT Y 

110 W. HICKORY ST.  DENTON, TX

COURTHOUSE-ON-THE-SQUARE

- M U S E U M -
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Plan your trip today.

JAMESTOWN SETTLEMENT

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AT YORKTOWN

R E A L  H I S T O R Y

R IGH T  NOW

jyfmuseums.org

  10/15/21 - 6/12/22

THE VIKINGS
BEGIN

�������������������������������������
		�����
������������������������

111 S. Royal Street, Mobile, AL 36602
(251) 208-7569
www.HistoryMuseumOfMobile.com

Tour America’s 
birthplace

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is the 
location of Independence Hall. Both 
the Declaration of Independence and 
U.S. Constitution were debated and 
signed in the hall’s Assembly Room. 
The Georgian-style building with a red 
brick façade was constructed to be the 
Pennsylvania State House and it once 
housed all three branches of Pennsylva-
nia’s Colonial government.

Construction began in 1732 and 
was completed in 1753. The building’s 
second floor was used as a hospital for 
wounded American prisoners during 
the British occupation of Philadelphia 
in the Revolutionary War. The second 
floor was also where fugitive slave trials 
were held during the 1850s. Entrance to 
Independence Hall is by tour only. 215-
965-2305, nps.gov/inde

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Liberty Bell originally hung 
in Independence Hall. In the early 
1840s the bell developed a crack 
after nearly 90 years of hard use. 
Metal workers widened the thin 
crack to prevent its farther spread 
and restore the tone of the bell 
using a technique called “stop 
drilling.” The wide “crack” in the bell 
is a repair job! But the repair was 
unsuccessful and a second crack 
developed, silencing the bell.
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Experience Prince George’s for Extraordinary Tours!

Affordable, Accessible and Authentic. Three top reasons that 
make our destination exceptional in the DC Capitol Region.

Our alluring destination gives groups an array of activities 
and amenities to enhance their adventure with whether a day 
trip or multi-night stay, Prince George’s County is the place 
to discover something new!

Visit ExperiencePrinceGeorges.com/groups
to book your next event.

THE ATTRACTIONS

THE HARBOR

THE ARTS

THE OUTDOORSTHE HISTORY

THE MUSEUMS

Roam with dinosaurs
Students dive into the history of ancient life with 

60 complete dinosaur skeletons and more than 50 
hands-on exhibits at Museum of Ancient Life at 
Thanksgiving Point in Lehi, Utah. Watch workers 
unearth real dinosaur bones in the paleontology lab 
and view a 3D movie at the Mammoth Screen Theatre 
inside the museum. Virtual field trips can be sched-
uled. 801-766-5030l, thanksgivingpoint.org

The Henry Ford 
brings the past 
forward

Students have a chance to explore 
America’s traditions of ingenuity and 
resourcefulness at The Henry Ford in 
Dearborn, Michigan. Artifacts, historic 
structures, four living history farms 
and historic rides inspire visitors of all 
ages to learn from these traditions and 
shape a better future. Unique venues 
include Henry Ford Museum of Ameri-
can Innovation, Greenfield Village and 
Ford Rouge Factory Tour. 

Young people can sit in the bus 
where Rosa Parks refused to give 
up her seat while discussing how 
individual actions can change the 
world. Discover what it took to 
build a Model T through a process 
demonstration. At Greenfield Village, 
dramatic performances give young 
people the opportunity to hear from 
women fighting for the right to vote, 
meet farmers and artisans using 
19th-century tools and methods, and 
learn about the strength and hope 
that sustained the enslaved in their 
quest for freedom. 313-982-6001, 
thehenryford.org

COMING RIGHT UP: 
The Henry Ford is launching 
inHub, a community built by 
educators for educators. Its 
purpose is to help prepare all 
learners to be world-changing 
innovators, inventors and 
entrepreneurs. InHub leverages 
primary sources from The 
Henry Ford Archive of American 
Innovation, a collection of 26 
million artifacts that sheds 
light on the way people have 
innovated across 300 years of 
history.
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3727 Hwy. 119, Montevallo, AL  
30 minutes south of Birmingham

Find us on Facebook

Revolutionary  
experiences for all 
ages! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immersive and engaging  
programs for K-12. 
 
Book your visit online at 
www.americanvillage.org 
or call (205) 665-3535  
ext. 1062.

Find more Heritage & History attractions
at youthtravelplanner.com.

Inspire aviators in Dayton
The National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, located at Wright-Patter-

son Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, is the world’s largest military aviation 
museum. More than 350 aerospace vehicles and missiles and thousands of 
artifacts are featured in more than 19 acres of indoor exhibit space. 

Although the museum is open, at press time it was not offering special 
programming or tours for school or youth groups. The museum will 
re-evaluate the ability to provide its extensive educational programs as 
pandemic conditions change. 937-255-4666, nationalmuseum.af.mil

Celebrate the life and accom-
plishments of Susan B. Anthony 
at the National Susan B. Anthony 
Museum & House in Rochester, 
New York. The legendary suffragist, 
abolitionist and civil rights leader 
lived at 17 Madison St. during her 40 
most politically active years.

Stand in the parlor where 
Anthony was arrested in 1872 for 
the “crime” of voting. The museum 
is currently open for tours by online 
reservation only. 585-235-6124, 
susanb.org

WANT TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT 
WOMEN MAKING 
HISTORY? 
Travel to Women’s Rights 
National Historical Park in 
Seneca Falls, New York. The 
park commemorates the 
1848 First Woman’s Rights 
Convention and preserves 
the sites associated with 
the convention and its 
organizers. nps.gov/wori

Discover an enduring legacy 
in New York

Photo: Ken LaRock
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MAKE A SPLASH 
IN WISCONSIN DELLS

AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

2

1

By Kate O’Neil This year, Wisconsin  
Dells, Wisconsin, will 
celebrate 15 years as the 
“Waterpark Capital of the 
World®” — being home to 
more waterparks per capita 
compared to anywhere else 
on the globe. In addition 
to the city’s more than 200 
waterslides, Wisconsin Dells 
features additional amuse-
ment activities and attractions 
perfect for students. 

“The range of attractions in 
such a close proximity within 
Wisconsin Dells cannot be 
beat,” said Leah Hauck-Mills, 

communications manager 
at the Wisconsin Dells Visitor 
& Convention Bureau. “There 
are attractions found here 
that are nowhere else in the 
world, like the International 
Crane Foundation, the only 
place in the world you can see 
all 15 species of cranes!”

The Wisconsin Dells Visitor 
& Convention Bureau can help 
secure lodging and build itin-
eraries fit for student groups.

“We offer a variety of com-
plimentary services to assist 
planners,” Hauck-Mills said. 
“Our list of services include 

virtual and in-person site 
tours; customizable maps, 
itineraries and welcome bags; 
and pre-event mailings with 
our Wisconsin Dells Vacation 
Guide.”

A top attraction is Chula 
Vista Resort’s indoor and out-
door waterparks; drift around 
Mayan ruins in the rapid lazy 
river or race against friends 
on the Matador Mat Racers 
waterslide at Los Rios indoor 
water park. Open seasonally, 
the resort’s outdoor waterpark 
includes an 80-foot drop, 
wave pool and sport pool.

Waterpark Capital of the World amazes students
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Kalahari Resort & Conven-
tion Center’s Wisconsin Dells 
location is home to the state’s 
largest indoor waterpark — 
125,000 square feet in size with 
experiences ranging from lei-
surely to thrilling. Enjoy a relax-
ing ride down the Lazy River 
or dare to try the Screaming 
Hyena — towering 60 feet 
above the waterpark floor and 
plummeting thrill seekers at 
25 miles per hour. 

Other waterparks in 
Wisconsin Dells include Great 
Wolf Lodge Waterpark, Mt. 
Olympus Water & Theme 
Park and Wilderness Resort 
Waterpark. 

More than waterparks 
Looking for other enter-

taining options for students 
in the region? Wizard Quest 
will open in its new location in 
November 2021. The interac-
tive scavenger hunt chal-
lenges students with riddles 
and other problem-solving 
opportunities in a live-setting, 
fantasy-themed labyrinth. 

“The new location will be 
three times larger than the 
current location and will go 
from three to 32 different ex-
periences,” Hauck-Mills said.

Moving into the building 
previously occupied by Wizard 
Quest is Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not!. During the move, Ripley’s 
will turn over nearly 100% of its 
exhibits to make way for new 
ones.

Students can immerse in 
the world of circus entertain-
ment at Circus World Muse-
um, showcasing historic Ring-
lingville and circus heritage 
in the surrounding area. The 
attraction is open seasonally.

“The tour includes a visit to 
the largest collection of circus 
wagons in the world,” Hauck-
Mills said. 

Located about an hour 
from Wisconsin Dells, The 
House on the Rock is an easily 
accessible student-day trip. 
The site, once the dream home 
of Alex Jordan, is built atop a 
chimney of rocks. With three 
tour experiences, students will 

explore the original sections of the home including the Sculpture 
Garden, Asian Garden, Japanese Gardens, Infinity Room, The Gate 
House and Alex Jordan Center. 

The House on the Rock’s many exhibits offer students the 
chance to see over 200 model ship displays, a re-creation of a 
19th-century street and the world’s largest indoor carousel — 
among other sights. 

“The complexity of architecture featured will be a favorite for kids 
and adults alike,” Hauck-Mills said.

Waterways, forests and glacier-carved sandstone formations are 
abundant in Wisconsin Dells, making it a popular outdoor adven-
ture draw, as well an amusement destination. Hauck-Mills suggests 
groups soak in the stunning landscapes with a scenic tour.

“Tours range from boat, zipline or on one of the famous WWII 
amphibious vehicles known as DUCKS,” Hauck-Mills said. 

New student-friendly experiences have come to Wisconsin Dells 
region this year. Re-opening after a $10 million renovation, the In-
ternational Crane Foundation is the only place in the world visitors 
can see all 15 species of cranes. The Mid-Continent Railway Museum 
recently debuted a massive exhibit expansion; learn about the gold-
en age of train travel along with a round-trip train ride in a restored 
steel coach. Both experiences are open seasonally; check out their 
websites for more information. n

 Wisconsin Dells Visitor & Convention Bureau 
 800-223-3557 
 wisdells.com 

2

1 Chula Vista Resort  

2 Great Wolf Lodge Waterpark  

3 DUCKS Tour

4 Circus World Museum  

5 Wizard Quest

Photos: Wisconsin Dells Visitor & Convention Bureau

3

4

5
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 ITINERARY   AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

 EXPERIENCE   Spend a day at 
Dolly Parton’s Dollywood in Pigeon 
Forge, a 160-acre theme park in 
the foothills of the Great Smoky 
Mountains. The theme park offers 
more than 50 rides, high-energy 
entertainment, dining and a friendly 
atmosphere, as well as STEM and 
history-based experiences for 
students. Adjacent to Dollywood 
theme park, Dollywood’s Splash 
Country Water Park is situated on 35 
acres and features a variety of water 
slides and attractions. 

 JOURNEY   Anakeesta is a 
nature-immersive theme park 
situated on a 70-acre mountain, 600 
feet above the city of Gatlinburg. 
Mountain activities include the 
Treetop Skywalk with hanging 
bridges spanning 880 feet, more than 
50 feet above the forest floor and 
AnaVista Tower, downtown’s highest 
point offering 360-degree views. The 
Dueling Zipline tour and Rail Runner 
mountain coaster will thrill the 
adrenaline seekers in the group. 

Venture underground at 
Forbidden Caverns in Sevierville 
to see the nation’s largest known 
wall of rare cave onyx. Guided tours 
pass unique formations, towering 
natural chimneys, grottos and an 
underground stream.

 WATCH & DINE   Pigeon Forge 
offers a handful of dinner attractions 
that students will love. At Dolly 
Parton’s Stampede, students enjoy 
a feast and show filled with friendly 
North and South competition, horse 
riding stunts, special effects and 
musical productions. At Pirates 
Voyage Dinner & Show, guests are 
invited to enjoy a four-course feast 
while joining pirates as they lead their 

THE SMOKIES, TENNESSEE

crews in battle. At Hatfield & McCoy 
Dinner Feud, students become part 
of the longest running feud in history; 
the show features singing, dancing, 
stunts, comedy and a Southern 
homestyle feast. 

 DON’T MISS   Snap a selfie with 
Dolly Parton’s statue on the Sevier 
County Courthouse lawn.

Climb into an A-4 Skyhawk cockpit 
for a pilot’s-eye view of flying at the 
Tennessee Museum of Aviation 
in Sevierville. Hundreds of historic 
artifacts and exhibits bring the history 
of human flight to life.

 ASK 
 Sevierville Convention 
  & Visitors Bureau 
 visitsevierville.com 

 Gatlinburg Convention 
  & Visitors Bureau 
 gatlinburg.com 

 Pigeon Forge Department 
  of Tourism 
 mypigeonforge.com 

“Sevierville provides student groups with opportunities to learn 
while having fun. Plan a physics lesson at Soaky Mountain Waterpark, 
a biology class at Rainforest Adventures Discovery Zoo, a hands-on 
history lesson at The Relic Room and so much more! Our attractions 
are incredibly fascinating and help bring textbook concepts to life.

–Tony Funderburg, director of sales & advertising, Sevierville Chamber of 
Commerce/Convention & Visitors Bureau ”

Photo: Anakeesta
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AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

APEX Entertainment offers 
fun for everyone 

With 85,000 square feet of space, APEX Entertainment in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, offers fun for all ages. The complex, located in the Virginia 
Beach Town Center, features 24 lanes of bowling, bumper cars, laser tag, 
mini golf, three escape rooms, go-karts, a two-story restaurant, a ropes 
course, axe throwing, an arcade with more than 95 games and virtual reality 
experiences. 757-678-8666, apexentertainment.com/virginia-beach

Photo: APEX Entertainment

LARGEST ARCADE
IN THE EAST

BRITTANY BURNS 
609-487-4652 | bburns@armpallc.com

www.theluckysnake.com @theluckysnake801 Boardwalk, Atlantic City, NJ 08401

T O U R   O P E R A T O R    S P E C I A L

S T A R T I N G   A T

1 OVERIGHT STAY
 ($150)

1 MEAL
($10)

1 ARCADE CARD
($30)

PER
PERSON

STUDENT
OVERNIGHT

PACKAGES

$95.
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AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

Discover the best of Chicago 
from 94 floors up

Located in the heard of Chicago’s famous Magnificent Mile, 360 CHICAGO 
is situated on the 94th floor of 875 N. Michigan Ave., formerly the John 
Hancock Center. Not only will students see incredible views of the city, but 
they’ll also learn about Chicago’s rich history and identity. 

The experience begins at the ground floor with a museum-style 
exhibition celebrating Chicago’s history and nine of its culturally rich 
neighborhoods. From there, students take the elevators to the 94th floor 
where they’re greeted by breathtaking 360-degree views of Chicago’s 
dazzling skyline and majestic lakefront from the 17,000-square-foot 
observation deck. Panoramic touch screens feature 360-degree views 
of the Chicago skyline as well as information on the city’s history, 
architecture, natural scenery and culture.

For an additional fee, students can experience TILT, a set of eight 
windows on a moving platform that tilts 30 degrees downward, 1,030 feet 
above Chicago. It’s the first of its kind in the world and can hold up to eight 
visitors at a time. 888-875-8439, 360chicago.com

Shopping is just 
part of the fun at 
Mall of America

A destination in itself, Mall of America 
offers endless options for a student visit. 
The mall in Bloomington, Minnesota, 
welcomes 40 million visitors annually to ex-
perience its 5.6 million square feet of retail 
and entertainment options.

In addition to the mall’s 520-plus stores, 
it is home to Nickelodeon Universe, the 
nation’s largest indoor theme park; SEA 
LIFE Minnesota Aquarium, a 1.3-million-
gallon underwater experience; FlyOver 
America, a fully immersive flight simulation 
ride; mini golf courses; escape rooms; a 
multitude of dining options and two hotels 
connected to the mall. Mall of America can 
customize packages to fit the needs of any 
school group.

The Nickelodeon Universe Physics 
Program, available for middle and high 
school students, showcases the science 
behind the thrills as students experience 
them in real-time. In the self-guided 
program, students learn about Newton’s 
first law on Spongebob Squarepants Rock 
Bottom Plunge and study centripetal force 
and circular motion on Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles Shell Shock, among others.  

Vocal and instrumental performance 
groups can share their talents with mall 
guests through Music in the Mall on select 
performance dates, too. 952-883-8800, 
mallofamerica.comPERFORM 

HERE: 
360 CHICAGO 
welcomes school 
bands up to 30 
performers and 
choirs up to 50 to 
perform in front 
of the photogenic 
backdrop of 
Chicago’s skyline 
and lakeshore.

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
347 Statues of 
Liberty could lie 
inside the Mall 
of America? 

Photo: 360 CHICAGO

Photo: Mall of America

SEA LIFE Minnesota Aquarium
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AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

Soak up vitamin Z at the Detroit Zoo
Detroit Zoo, one of Michigan’s largest paid family attractions, is situated on 125 acres 

of naturalistic habitats, providing a home for more than 2,100 animals of 230 species.
At time of publication, the zoo is offering in-person, virtual and hybrid school 

group programs and can adjust the format of the programming if a group’s 
circumstances change. 

Virtual Learning Labs are available to supplement classroom curriculum. With the 
Zoom Into The Classroom learning lab, students virtually meet a Detroit Zoological 
Society expert while learning science concepts and more about the zoo animals. 
In Careers at the Zoo, students work through five units that let them explore and 
practice skills required for different zoo careers. 248-541-5717, detroitzoo.org

Photo: Roy Lewis

N O R T H   T E X A S ’   L A R G E S T   I N D O O R   W A T E R P A R K

T O U R   O P E R A T O R    S P E C I A L

GROUP MINIMUM SIZE 15 PEOPLE

1 ADMISSION
 (REG $34)

1 MEAL
($10)

1 ARCADE CARD
($3)

PER
PERSON

2970 Epic Place, Grand Prairie, TX | www.epicwatersgp.com | @epicwatersgp

RANDALL HUDSON
rhudson@epicwatersgp.com

972.337.3135
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AMUSEMENT & ENTERTAINMENT

Find more Amusement & Entertainment attractions at youthtravelplanner.com.

Education and adventure collide 
at Silver Dollar City

Hands-on learning comes alive at Silver Dollar City Attractions in Branson, 
Missouri. Student groups will have fun while performing at various venues or 
participating in educational programs developed for various curriculums, like 
communication arts, foreign language, math and science, just to name a few. 

Silver Dollar City Attractions include an 1880s theme park, Silver Dollar City; 
a historically inspired paddle-wheeler, Showboat Branson Belle; and a tropical 
waterpark, White Water. Silver Dollar City theme park offers 40 rides and 
attractions, festivals and events, and unique dining. The park is also home to a 
colony of craftspeople who showcase their skills, like woodworking, glassblowing 
and candymaking, during live craft demonstrations. Visitors can then purchase 
the products in shops throughout the park. 

Student tickets for Showboat Branson Belle include a cruise on Table Rock 
Lake, as well as a show and meal onboard. Students can also visit the Dewey Short 
Visitor Center to learn more about the lake’s ecosystem. silverdollarcity.com

Classroom meets ultimate 
playground at California’s 
first theme park

Celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2021, Knott’s Berry 
Farm in Buena Park, California began as a simple road-
side berry stand, then a restaurant serving mouthwatering 
chicken dinners. To keep crowds entertained, the Knott 
family built a Western-themed town that remains the heart 
of the park today. 

The park is filled with attractions and entertainment, 
including 165 rides like roller coasters and thrill rides, 
stage shows, and family-friendly fun. The Knott’s Soak City 
Waterpark and Knott’s Hotel are located within walking 
distance of the park. 

Students experience American history come to life 
during guided educational tours that include journeys 
to the period of the American Revolutionary War, 
westward movement, early California and discovery of 
Native American culture. Geology and the physics of the 
rides are the focus of science-related tours. Performance 
opportunities are set to return in January 2022. 714-220-5244, 
knotts.com

“
”

WINNER, WINNER, 
CHICKEN DINNER: 
Visitors to Knott’s Berry Farm can dine at 
Mrs. Knott’s Chicken Dinner Restaurant, 
which first opened in 1934. The restaurant 
has grown over the years into one of the 
largest in California, but the classic fried 
chicken dinner is still made the same way 
today using Mrs. Knott’s recipes.

Photo: Silver Dollar City Attractions

Photo: TravMedia USA/Knott’s Berry Farm

Because the young people are having such a good time, the 
educational aspects of Silver Dollar City sneak up on them — and 
before you know it, they are showing as much interest in the 
craftspeople and the culture as in the fun they are having on the rides.

–Lisa Rau, spokesperson, Silver Dollar City
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 ITINERARY   FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

 EXPLORE   Mission San José, Queen of 
the Missions, was established in 1720 and is the 
largest of San Antonio’s five Spanish colonial 
missions. At the church, look for flying buttresses, 
polychromatic plaster and the famed Rose 
Window. Stop at the San Antonio Missions National 
Historical Park visitor center. 

The church at Mission Concepción stands as 
the oldest unrestored stone church in the United 
States. Check out the Romanesque archway at the 
entrance gate at Mission San Juan Capistrano. 
Mission Espada has the best-preserved segment 
of the original water distribution system or acequia.

Mission San Antonio de Valero, known as The 
Alamo, was founded in 1718 as the first mission in 
the city. In 1836, long after the mission closed, the 
Alamo became an inspiration for liberty during the 
Texas Revolution. 

The San Antonio Missions are a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

 DON’T MISS   Stroll along the winding path 
of the San Antonio River Walk or board a river 
barge for a guided tour. Visit SeaWorld San 
Antonio.

 ASK 
 Visit San Antonio 
 210-244-2000 
 visitsanantonio.com 

SAN 
ANTONIO 
MISSIONS, 
TEXAS

“Our city’s forward momentum, culture and 
authenticity have made San Antonio a top-rated youth 
tour destination. Youth groups know that in San Antonio 
they will find a vast and unique assortment of indoor 
and outdoor performance venues, including many along 
the banks of the picturesque River Walk. In addition to 
performing here, groups can learn and enjoy throughout 
their trip with options such as our 18th-century Spanish 
Colonial Missions and the San Antonio Museum of Art, 
which houses the largest collection of Latin American art in 
the country. There also are no shortage of top-rated theme 
parks and delicious group dining options. We look forward 
to safely welcoming back youth groups to San Antonio.

 –Marc Anderson, president and CEO, Visit San Antonio ”

Mission Concepción, 
San Antonio Missions 
National Historical Park
Photo: Robert Howen/NPS
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FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Explore evangelist’s life 
at Billy Graham Library

A talking cow sitting inside the front door of the Billy Graham 
Library tells the story of the young Billy Graham growing up on 
his parents’ dairy farm. The library in Charlotte, North Carolina, is 
shaped like a dairy barn and traces the life of Graham, who became 
an international Christian evangelist and was known as America’s 
pastor. Online lesson plans and other resources are available. 
704-401-3200, billygrahamlibrary.org

At the Billy Graham Library, we want students to be encouraged 
by the life and legacy of Billy Graham — to see how one life devoted 
to God’s call impacted so many people around the world and made 
a mark on history.

–Tanya Mazingo, communications manager, Billy Graham Library 

Interact with biblical 
history in Kentucky 

Built according to the dimensions given 
in the Bible for Noah’s ark, the Ark Encoun-
ter in Williamstown, Kentucky, holds three 
decks of exhibits and films. Take a zip line 
tour and see exotic animals at Ararat Ridge 
Zoo. Spending a night aboard Noah’s ark is 
the perfect group adventure or youth retreat. 

See more exhibits at the Ark’s sister 
attraction, the Creation Museum in 
Petersburg, Kentucky. In June 2020, the 
museum added a $1.2 million planetarium 
with laser projection. Overnights are also 
possible at the museum. arkencounter.com, 
creationmuseum.org

Walk in 
Temple Square

Check out Temple Square, the center 
of history and worship for members of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
The five city blocks in the center of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, contain nearly 20 attractions relat-
ed to the history of the church, including the 
Church History Museum, the Tabernacle and 
the Family History Library.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, public 
areas of church-owned buildings in and 
around Temple Square are currently closed 
at time of publication. While tours inside 
buildings have been temporarily discontinued, 
grounds tours are available, as are virtual 
tours. 801-240-8945, churchofjesuschrist.
org/feature/templesquare

“
”

NAME 
CHANGE: 
On Oct. 5, 2018, the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir changed 
its name to The Tabernacle 
Choir at Temple Square to 
better align with the choir’s 
sponsoring organization, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
Ark Encounter is the largest 
timber-frame building in the 
world. Over 3.1 million board 
feet of timber was used to 
construct Ark Encounter.

Photo: The Billy Graham Library

Photo: Photo: Ark Encounter
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FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

DC museum invites all people 
to engage with the Bible 

Walk on dry land through the Red Sea, wander the streets of a 
first-century village, and see rare artifacts from the Vatican and Israel. 
These experiences are part of a visit to Museum of the Bible. Since it 
opened in Washington, D.C., in 2017, the museum has explored the 
Bible’s impact, stories and history.

Museum educators and living history interpreters conduct 
interactive on-site and virtual K-12 programs. On-site programs 
include Archaeology and the Bible, Life in First-Century Nazareth, 
Religious Freedom and the Founding of America, Revolutionary 
Words: The Gutenberg Press and The Ancient Art of the Torah 
Scribe. In the Life in First-Century Nazareth program, for example, 
young people meet villagers from Nazareth and learn about their 
economy, culture, daily life and religious practices. Virtual programs 
and specially curated experiences are available, too. 866-430-6682, 
museumofthebible.org

At Museum of the Bible, you’ll discover the Bible’s influence in 
both familiar and surprising places — often hidden in plain sight. 
Costumed storytellers, hands-on exhibits, and galleries full of art 
and historical objects share the Bible’s history and power. 

–Shannon Bennett, chief marketing officer, Museum of the Bible

“
”

BOOK 
 

YOUR GROUP 

EXPERIENCE
 

TODAY!

YOUR CIVICS EDUCATION DESTINATION

Independence Mall  ê  Philadelphia, PA

  
Photo: Museum of the Bible
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FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Find more Fatih & Spirituality attractions at youthtravelplanner.com.

View historic synagogue
Students can visit the grounds of Touro Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island. 

View what is considered one of the most architecturally distinguished buildings of 
18th-century America and learn why it is a symbol of religious freedom for Ameri-
cans. 

Presentations are offered in the park for this tour season. At time of publication, 
the synagogue remains closed, but groups will be shown the interior of the 
building from the portico. 401-847-4794, ext.207; tourosynagogue.org

Check out 
cathedral 
architecture

A yuppie gargoyle? Yes, it’s one of 
112 whimsical gargoyles on the exterior 
of Washington National Cathedral. 
Bring binoculars to find the Darth 
Vader gargoyle high on the northwest 
tower. The cathedral in Washington, 
D.C., is in the process of reopening 
after being closed to visitors for touring 
and worshipping due to COVID-19. The 
garden and grounds are open from 
dawn to dusk every day. 

Construction of the world’s sixth-
largest cathedral began in 1907 and 
ended in 1990. The Canterbury Pulpit 
carvings show the history of English 
translations of the Bible. The Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. preached his 
last Sunday sermon from the pulpit, 
on March 31, 1968. 202-537-6200, 
cathedral.org

Observe Shaker life 
in New Hampshire

Learn about the spiritual, creative and 
communal life of the religious group known as 
the Canterbury Shakers at Canterbury Shaker 
Village in Canterbury, New Hampshire. 
Established in 1792, the village has operated 
exclusively as a museum since 1992 when the 
last Shaker sister in residence died.

Guided indoor and outdoor private tours 
for groups are offered by appointment. See 
the 25 original and four reconstructed Shaker 
buildings, and explore 694 acres of forests, 
fields, gardens, nature trails and mill ponds. 
603-783-9511, ext. 202; shakers.org

DID YOU 
KNOW? 
In 1993, the 
National 
Park Service 
designated 
Canterbury 
Shaker Village as 
a National Historic 
Landmark for 
its architectural 
integrity and 
significance.

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Space Window on the 
south aisle of Washington 
National Cathedral contains 
a piece of lunar rock.

The Touro Synagogue lets visitors discover how Newport and the colony 
of Rhode Island laid the groundwork for our First Amendment rights. It 
provides an opportunity to celebrate over 250 years of Touro Synagogue 
history, Newport’s colonial Jewish community and the origins of religious 
freedom, as well as the separation of church and state in America.

–Meryle Cawley, site director, Touro Synagogue ”
“

Photo: Touro Synagogue

Photo: Canterbury Shaker Village
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Youth Travel Planner is your resource for secondary 
education-friendly itineraries and destinations.  
Enjoy seamless delivery by signing up to receive  
the 2022–23 annual guide. 

YOUTHTRAVELPLANNER.com/subscribe

scan to subscribeLEARNING INSPIRED THROUGH TRAVEL!

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISING PARTNERS  
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Photo: Touro Synagogue



COME EXPERIENCE 

MOUNTAINS OF FUN

Contact us today to learn more about 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.

PigeonForgeTours.com or 1-800-285-7557

Pigeon Forge offers the best of all worlds for our traveling student groups. From a variety of 

hospitable venues, to hundreds of attractions that can be enjoyed once the competition ends. 

Pigeon Forge features Dollywood, go-carts, roller coasters, water parks, interactive museums, 

the Great Smoky Mountains, and so much more.
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