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EXPERIENCE HISTORY THROUGH HANDS!ON LEARNING

Bring your textbooks to life! Our school group programming focuses on two core concepts - inquiry 
and experiential learning. At Colonial Williamsburg, your students not only get to experience 

history, but they will learn from it, and be able to apply it to modern-day life.

We o!er a variety of options for dining, lodging and tours. 
Book your school or youth group trip today: call 1-800-228-8878, email groupsales@cwf.org, 

visit colonialwilliamsburg.org/grouptours
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As I pen this letter in early August 2022, students and educators across 
the country are beginning to prepare for another school year ahead. 
Just as I find joy in a brand-new planner, clean notebook, and shiny 
new school supplies, another school year—as poetic as it may sound—
means a fresh start. 

I’m so pleased to be writing this at a time when travel—group tourism 
and otherwise—is on the rebound. Throughout the pages of this publica-
tion, you’ll hear firsthand from major players in the youth travel industry 
about how student groups are being welcomed again with open arms. 

Our cover story is written by a longtime contributor, Michael 
McLaughlin, who also happens to be a youth travel expert. Along-
side his role as head of middle school at Austin Preparatory School in 
Reading, Massachusetts, McLaughlin develops and leads domestic and 
international trips for his students. On page 8, read his piece on the 
resurgence of international student travel and hear the optimism from 
industry experts about the next chapter for this important travel sector.

Also inside, you’ll find six sections dedicated to different student 
travel themes and curriculums. From arts and culture to sports and 
recreation, these sections are filled with ideas designed to inspire future 
student travel for years to come. You’ll see itineraries and stories high-
lighting destinations and attractions that offer life-changing experiences 
for student and youth groups.

I wish you all the best in this school year ahead. As always, thank 
you for reading Youth Travel Planner. Happy travels!

YOUTH TRAVEL  
IS BACK

EDITOR’S LETTER

Courtney Birchmeier, Editor
courtney@grouptour.com
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both solemn and celebratory. From the lessons of our past to the hopes for tomorrow, we’re serving up one 

meaningful experience to groups from all over. Right here at The Dinner Table of the South. 
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National Postal Museum

Shedd Aquarium plans enhancements
In early 2022, Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, Illinois, announced proposed exterior improve-
ments within its planned four-year, on-site transformation and restoration project. The      
aquarium’s exterior adjustments set the stage for nature play, greater physical accessibility, 
and the much-needed restoration of Shedd’s historic terraces. Plans call for new entry and 
ticketing pavilions at the Accessible Entrance. Participatory programs, animal encounters, 
and facilitated experiences will punctuate the newly activated entry and will be available to 
everyone, even if they do not plan to visit Shedd that day.

The aquarium’s multiyear, four-phase construction project will begin in early 2023 and is 
expected to conclude in 2026 with new galleries, programs, and experiences opening on a 
rolling basis. sheddaquarium.org
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SYTA announces conference dates
The Student & Youth Travel Association (SYTA) has announced dates and locations for 
upcoming annual conferences. Upcoming conferences are scheduled for Aug.18-22, 2023, 
in  Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, and for Aug. 9-13, 2024, in New York City. 

SYTA says its annual conference is the only showcase in North America where anyone 
who is passionate about promoting, selling, and providing travel experiences for students 
will find dedicated, insightful, and actionable collaboration that will advance their student 
and youth travel business. syta.org

Natural history museum plans new center
The American Museum of Natural History in New York City has announced the Richard 
Gilder Center for Science, Education, and Innovation will open in winter 2022-23. The 
230,000-square-foot Gilder Center project connects many of the museum’s buildings, creat-
ing a continuous campus across four city blocks as envisioned more than 150 years ago. 

Serving as the gateway into the Gilder Center will be the Kenneth C. Griffin Exploration 
Atrium, a four-story high civic space. Other elements include the Gottesman Research Library 
and Learning Center, the Susan and Peter J. Solomon Family Insectarium, the new year-round 
David Family Butterfly Vivarium, and the 360-degree Invisible Worlds Theater. amnh.org

Atomic Testing Museum 
receives STEM funding
The National Atomic Testing Museum in
Las Vegas, Nevada, will receive $2 million
in federal funding after the U.S. Congress 
passed the federal appropriations bill for 
fiscal year 2022. The federal funds will 
be used for exhibit upgrades as well as 
STEM education and technology. Initial 
planning is underway with the goal of 
completing new exhibits and integrating 
new educational programs. 
nationalatomictestingmuseum.org

Step up to baseball at  
National Postal Museum
On view through January 2025 at the 
Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum in 
Washington, D.C., is “Baseball: Ameri-
ca’s Home Run.” The exhibition explores 
baseball through the unique lens of stamps 
and mail. The exhibit features hundreds of 
U.S. and international stamps commemo-
rating great players and historic moments, 
drawing on original artwork and archival 
material from the U.S. Postal Service’s 
Postmaster General’s Collection. “Baseball: 
America’s Home Run” approaches the story 
of baseball from a worldwide perspective. 
postalmuseum.si.edu

TRENDING NOW

Rendering, Shedd Aquarium
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Exhibit features world’s smallest penguins
The “Beyster Family Little Blue Penguins” exhibit opened in July 2022 at Birch Aquarium 
at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego in La Jolla, California. Little blue 
penguins are the smallest species of penguin—less than 12 inches tall and weighing just 2 to 3 
pounds—and are known for their unique blue color and their big personalities. Birch Aquar-
ium is the only aquarium in the Western United States to house these gregarious seabirds. 
The exhibit follows the penguins on their journey from hatchlings to adults, highlighting the 
challenges they face in a changing climate and celebrating their unique features.  
aquarium.ucsd.edu

Ripken Baseball expands
Ripken Baseball is gaining access to four 
additional fields in Pigeon Forge, Ten-
nessee. Ripken Experience Pigeon Forge 
will be able to host teams on 10 fields, 
including access to newly renovated fields 
at Pigeon Forge’s Wear Farm City Park. 
The park’s four fields will be upgraded and 
reimagined before the start of the 2023 
season. Like the original six fields at Ripken 
Experience Pigeon Forge, each field at 
Wear Farm City Park will become a youth 
replica of famous Major League Baseball 
parks of the past and present.

The Ripken Experience Pigeon Forge, 
which opened in 2016, hosts more than 
1,000 teams annually from over 30 
states, traveling from as far away as 
California and Alaska. The city of Pigeon 
Forge built the complex and contracted 
with Ripken Baseball to operate it.  
ripkenbaseball.com

Color Factory Chicago places 
guests in spectrum of color
Chicago, Illinois, is the new home of Color 
Factory’s third permanent museum. Color 
Factory immerses visitors in art and color 
with experiences that engage all the senses, 
including 15 new installations and artist 
partnerships across over 25,000 square 
feet. Above all, Color Factory, located on 
the lower level of Willis Tower, seeks to 
make the joy of art and color accessible    
to more people.

Color Factory also has museums in  
New York City and Houston, Texas. Discounts 
are available for school groups.  
colorfactory.co

THE RIDE celebrates in NYC
In August 2022, THE RIDE celebrated 
its 30,000th performance in New York 
City. Richard Humphrey, co-CEO and 
chief operating officer, welcomed the 
1,056,647th guest to the Broadway 
neighborhood’s iconic experiential and 
immersive theater-on-wheels.

THE RIDE uses motorcoaches with 
floor-to-ceiling windows, customized 
stadium seating, surround-sound, tens of 
thousands of LED lights, award-winning 
tour guides, massive glass ceilings, and 
40 interactive video screens. New York 
City’s streets are the stage as the adven-
ture unfolds before the riders’ eyes.

“Our goal is to create traveling theaters 
and, currently, the world’s only traveling 
virtual reality theater,” Humphrey says. 
“You’re with us for an experience.”

The ride is celebrating its 11th anniversary. 
experiencetheride.com

Signature ride set for  
SUPER NINTENDO WORLD
When Mario Kart: Bowser’s Challenge 
opens in SUPER NINTENDO WORLD 
at Universal Studios Hollywood in early 
2023, guests and fans will find themselves 
immersed in one of the world’s largest, 
most interactive rides they have ever 
experienced. It seamlessly fuses aug-
mented reality with projection mapping 
technology and actual set pieces along 
a moving ride track to debut a ride that’s 
unparalleled anywhere within the theme 
park industry.

The highly anticipated opening of 
SUPER NINTENDO WORLD in Universal 
City, California, represents the first SUPER 
NINTENDO WORLD to debut in the 
United States, designed to transport theme 
park guests and Nintendo fans into the 
world of Mario, Luigi, and Princess Peach 
to be part of the Mushroom Kingdom.

Guests will access SUPER NINTENDO 
WORLD via the iconic Warp Pipe to enter 
the land where they will find the Mario 
Kart: Bowser’s Challenge ride located 
within Bowser’s Castle. The ride is a multi-
sensory cornucopia of color, sound, and 
movement that invites guests to navigate 
familiar environs through the creative 
use and integration of head-mounted 
augmented reality goggles—a key point 
of differentiation that distinguishes this ride 
from other theme park attractions. 
universalstudioshollywood.com

TRENDING NOW
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Experts paint upbeat picture of international 
travel’s rebound  BY MICHAEL MCLAUGHLIN

GOING
ABROAD

As the clock counted down the final 
minutes of 2021, I walked students from 
our hotel at the foot of Calton Hill to an 
overlook of Holyroodhouse Palace to 
ring in the new year. After two years at 
home, the trip to Edinburgh, Scotland, 
was an exhilarating moment. I was 
accompanying a group of American 
and Argentinian students on a Hog-
manay (the Scottish word for the last 
day of the year) trip with the Indepen-
dent Schools Cultural Alliance. As we 
locked arms and raised voices singing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” I looked ahead to 
travel in 2022 with optimism. 

I have been involved with student 
group travel since 2008. In my role at 
Austin Prep in Reading, Massachusetts, 
I oversee our school’s travel programs. 
I’ve had the good fortune to lead many 
of these journeys like a study-abroad 

experience in the United Kingdom and 
a choir pilgrimage to Rome. I’ve also 
worked with educators to bring service 
trips throughout Central and South Amer-
ica to life, to immerse students in French- 
and Spanish-speaking environments as 
part of their language programs, and 
to help colleagues access professional 
development experiences in Berlin, Lon-
don, and Athens.

Students are eager to reengage with 
the rich stories of our world. The skies are 
opening back up for them to do so. The 
challenges presented by the pandemic, 
war, supply chains, and the economy 
continue to cause hesitancy to travel and 
slow the pace of the industry’s recovery. 
Teachers and guides must be prepared 
to adapt to a “new normal” as they nav-
igate a complex global landscape that 
continues to evolve.

Arc de Triomphe, Paris

Arc de Triomphe, Paris
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The evolving nature of  
student itineraries
Carylann Assante, chief executive officer at Student & Youth 
Travel Association (SYTA) and the SYTA Youth Foundation, 
says groups are opting for longer trips. Rising transportation 
costs are contributing to an increase of 5% to 15% in total 
trip costs. Groups are opting to maximize value and stay in 
their international destination a bit longer. The 2021 SYTA 
Business Barometer indicates an average trip duration of 
10! days, up three days from planned 2020 itineraries.

Longer trips provide students with the opportunity to spend 
time beyond the capital or urban hubs. For students, these 
smaller cities offer an accessible way to interact with people 
and experience, for example, a France that is not just Paris.  
A 10-day itinerary provides time in “the City of Lights” as 
well as the freedom to explore places like the Loire Valley 
and the coast of Normandy. 

“If groups have the budget to do it, many want to 
travel the whole country rather than stay in one city for 
an extended period,” says Alexis Biron, director of sales 
at Jumpstreet Tours, headquartered in Montreal. “These 
additional stops on the itinerary provide an opportunity for 
teachers to customize their tour and create a truly unique 
experience for their students.”

Private group tours  
are gaining popularity
Pre-pandemic student travel often combined several groups 
of varying sizes onto a larger motorcoach. While groups 
needed to compromise on dates and cooperate with the 
goals of other leaders, it permitted even the smallest group 
to take advantage of economy-of-scale pricing. 

Though there is an associated cost increase, private tours 
allow for group leaders to customize the itinerary to more 
closely align with their learning objectives. Groups typically 
need around 15-20 full-pay travelers to keep costs afford-
able for families.

“We are seeing more groups interested in booking pri-
vate tours, as opposed to being consolidated with another 

Colosseum, Rome
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school,” says Adam Bickelman, vice president of public 
relations at EF Education First, which has offices in Miami, 
Zürich, Dubai, and London. “We believe this is due to group 
leaders who are really excited to get back to travel after the 
pandemic, and who want to have more control over their 
itineraries and the student experience.”

Smaller groups allow tour leaders to adapt to real-time 
conditions. “Many of the main attractions still have very strict 
restrictions with group sizes,” Biron says. “A smaller private 
group has the nimbleness to be able to pivot and be flexible.”

“Group leaders are less inclined to mix with other schools 
due to COVID-19,” Assante adds. “Teachers are concerned 
that students remain healthy.” A private group allows for 
student groups to implement additional testing, masking, or 
other protocols that are not realistic to impose on another 
group in a consolidated group structure.

Where students are traveling next
While the domestic travel market is expected to recover more 
quickly than the international sector, student groups are starting 
to stamp their passports.

Bickelman shares that many of his 2022 and 2023 
bookings are concentrated in major European cities that were 
perennially popular prior to the pandemic. “London, Paris, 
and Rome are still among our most popular destinations. 
Overall, there is a very strong interest among groups  
wanting to travel internationally.”

“Europe will always be important as it connects to Amer-
ican students studying European history and languages,” 

Assante says. “The English-speaking countries like Canada, 
Great Britain, and Ireland continue to compete for a large 
share of the international student market.”

Fritz Moriarty is the co-owner and executive director of 
Global Works based in Louisville, Colorado. Focusing on 
service-learning and language immersion, Moriarty was 
sending custom groups to South American destinations like 
Peru and Ecuador prior to the pandemic. In the last year, 
he has seen student groups thinking more conservatively 
as they resurrect their travel programs. “Groups are not 
yet going as far away as South America, but Costa Rica is 
emerging as a top destination,” he says.

Keeping students safe and healthy
“Whether pandemic-related or not, our travelers want to know 
that we are able to support them in real-time in the unlikely 
event that a challenge arises on tour,” Bickelman says. “For 
the most part, our customers are looking for information about 
testing, testing costs, and potential quarantine and isolation 
policies in the destinations where they are traveling.”

Tour operators and school trip leaders have protocols 
in place for all sorts of medical and emergency scenarios. 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, guidance evolved 
about topics ranging from masking and distancing to testing 
and quarantine periods. Requirements were not always 
consistent and changed with little notice, leading to confu-
sion and frustration. Policies and guidelines must be seen as 
living documents in order to respond to health concerns and 
growing knowledge. Setting expectations and transparency 

Arch of Constantine, Rome
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in communications will be important for teachers and tour 
operators to instill confi dence and ultimately maximize 
safety for the students.

Protecting fi nancial investments
“Travel insurance, now more than ever, is an important part 
of the student travel experience,” Assante says. “It provides 
peace of mind and risk mitigation to customers, suppliers, 
and organizations across the travel and tourism sector.” 
Travel insurance is complex with many different products 
and exclusions, so it is important for travelers, teachers, and 
families to understand how their individual policy works.

“Insurance is at the top of the list when it comes 
to questions from families and schools,” Biron says. “Many 
schools are bolting an insurance product onto the tour pack-
age from the get-go to provide all travelers with the same 
level of protection.”

Travel’s positive impact
The impact of international travel is clear. Travel has the 
capacity to transform students. They return with a mind shift 
that no textbook nor classroom can cultivate in quite the 
same way. Students develop a greater appreciation of cul-
tures, including their own, as they consider new perspectives 
in new places. Immersive experiences on the road promote 
their willingness to learn, make connections, be curious, and 
explore. The precautions and preparations to navigate this 
next chapter in group travel will once again provide students 
with the opportunity to pursue their next adventure. Q

Palace of Versailles, France

Austin Prep students on a 
private group tour in Peru 
with Global Works

Westminster Bridge, London
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On April 8, 2024, a total solar eclipse will “wow” 
spectators across North America, covering a path of 
totality stretching from central Mexico, up through the 
central and northeastern parts of the United States, 
and along the Canadian border to Newfoundland. 
This rare, natural event will be the first total solar 
eclipse in North America since 2017. The next one 
won’t happen until 2033, and it will only be visible  
in parts of Alaska and Asia.

A total solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes 
between the sun and the Earth, completely blocking the 
face of the sun. In 2024, 13 states will be in the narrow 
path of totality. Destination marketing organizations in 
the states lucky enough to be part of the natural phe-
nomenon are already planning for the celestial event, 
including Destination Cleveland in Ohio. 

“Destination Cleveland is working with the Cleve-
land Metroparks and local science institutions, 
including the NASA Glenn Research Center and 
Great Lakes Science Center, to help create unique 
visitor experiences for the 2024 eclipse,” says Nick 
Urig, senior manager of public relations at Destina-
tion Cleveland. “The eclipse will last just under four 
minutes in Cleveland, which is one of the longest 
durations for major cities in the path.” 

12 Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

CELESTIAL 
CELEBRATION
Destination Cleveland prepares for  
2024 total solar eclipse   BY COURTNEY BIRCHMEIER

Plans underway
Student groups planning to view the eclipse in Cleveland 
can visit Destination Cleveland’s online hub, which contains 
resources, a countdown clock, information on the path of 
totality, and an email sign-up for up-to-date information. The 
hub will expand to include details for local celebrations and 
viewing events once information becomes available. The city’s 
science institutions, including NASA Glenn Research Center  
and Great Lakes Science Center, are developing special  
programming and watch events. The science center’s location     
on Lake Erie will provide incredible lakefront views during its 
planned watch party.

“With unobstructed views over Lake Erie or in the acres of 
green space throughout the area, the region is full of fantas-
tic vantage points,” Urig says. “The Cleveland Metropark’s  
Lakefront Reservation runs along the city’s north coast and 
connects guests to lakefront beaches, trails, marinas, and 
large green spaces to view from the shore.”

Itinerary must-sees 
For a space-focused tour in Cleveland, students can plan 
an extended visit to the NASA Glenn Visitor Center at Great 
Lakes Science Center, which explores the past, present, 
and future of human space exploration. Youth experiences 
include a look inside the actual 1973 Skylab 3 Apollo Com-
mand Module, a multimedia trip through landmark moments 
in space history, viewing artifacts from John Glenn’s 1962 
Friendship 7 mission, and seeing a real moon rock.

Cleveland

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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“Groups can also embark on a Mission to STEM through 
the NASA Glenn Visitor Center app,” Urig says. “Partnering 
with an animated digital companion, users search for mis-
sion patches that unlock the secrets of aerospace technology 
through guided activities. Guests can explore the interior of 
the museum’s Skylab 3 Apollo Command Module through 
immersive, 360-degree panoramas, experiment with fi re on 
board the International Space Station, and more.” 

Other student itinerary musts include the world’s only 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the Pro Football Hall of Fame, 
the iconic A Christmas Story House, and the more than 
100-year-old West Side Market.

“Groups can enjoy the most concentrated square mile of 
arts and culture institutions in the nation, one of the country’s 
only free art museums, and a performance by one of the top 
fi ve orchestras in the world,” Urig adds. Q

Destination Cleveland
216-875-6648  |  thisiscleveland.com

Solar Eclipse Safety 
Anyone planning to view a total solar eclipse 
should purchase a pair of solar viewing glasses. 
By using these extra-protective shades, observers 
can safely look directly at the sun before 
and a! er totality.

Several companies sell eclipse glasses that meet 
the international standard (ISO 12312-2) recom-
mended by NASA, the American Astronomical 
Society, and other scienti" c organizations. # ese 
companies include Rainbow Symphony, American 
Paper Optics, # ousand Oaks Optical, Lunt Solar 
Systems, and TSE 17. Regular sunglasses cannot 
be used in place of solar viewing glasses.

NASA Glenn Research Center

Mission to STEM, Great Lakes Science Center 

Mission to STEM, Great Lakes Science Center 

NASA Glenn Research Center

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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“A mix of high-tech cool and culture, Huntsville, Alabama, 
aka The Rocket City, truly o!ers so much for your students. 
At the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, home to Space Camp, 
Aviation Challenge, Space Camp Robotics, and Cyber Camp, 
everyone can be an astronaut! It’s not all science and tech-
nology, though. Huntsville is a perfect destination to allow 
your students to ignite both the le" and right brain!” 

—PAM WILLIAMS, tourism and education sales manager, Huntsville/Madison County CVB

14 Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

BLAST OFF  As the largest space museum in 
the world, U.S. Space & Rocket Center is 
the perfect place to teach science curriculum. 
Students can take a guided tour of the U.S.  
Space & Rocket Center museum, participate 
in interactive presentations and demonstrations 
about life on the International Space Station, 
watch a Spacedome IMAX movie, and com-
plete a hands-on group activity. 

The U.S. Space & Rocket Center is home 
to Space Camp, a popular draw for visitors. 
Space Camp is designed to inspire and moti-
vate youth to push the boundaries of human 
exploration. Most campers come in the sum-
mer for the weeklong programs available for 
fourth grade through high school students.

LEARN  The HudsonAlpha Institute for 
Biotechnology is a nonprofit genome 
research institute. Located in Cummings 
Research Park, the 152-acre campus is home 
to some of the world’s leading scientists, 
entrepreneurs, and educators. The fields of 
biotechnology and genetics are continuously 
growing, and Educational Outreach at  
HudsonAlpha seeks to prepare the future 
STEM workforce. This is done through 
hands-on, lab-based field trips that engage 
students in scientific thinking and by putting 
high-tech biotechnology tools in their hands.

DON’T MISS  Students can speak one-on-
one with working artists at Lowe Mill ARTS 
& Entertainment, the largest privately 
owned arts facility in the U.S. With about 
200 working artists, small businesses,  
restaurants, and live performance venues,  
this huge historic textile mill is now a rising 
home for music, art, and culture. Student 
groups can participate in a wide range of 
art-inspired activities taught by the artists 
themselves, including chocolate making, 
screen printing, and painting. STEAM work 
labs are coming soon.
 
ASK 
Huntsville/Madison County  
Convention & Visitors Bureau
866-372-2478
huntsville.org/educational-escapes

HUNTSVILLE   ALABAMA

ITINERARY SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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U.S. Space & Rocket Center

HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology
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Element by Westin Harrison - Newark
399 Somerset St. Harrison NJ 07029
www.marriot.com/ewrel

Revitalize your stay  near NYC + Newark, NJ with 
a complimentary full breakfast hot breakfast and bus 
parking featuring fast & free Wi-Fi, and more.  

Find Newark International Airport, Prudential Center, NJPAC, and 
Manhattan just minutes away. 
Book our best GROUP rates and special packages at www.
marriott.com/ewrel or call Sales Department 973.484.1500. 

©2022 Marriott International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. All names, marks  
and logos are the trademarks of Marriott International, Inc., or its affiliates.

Elemen! Ho"el#
Stay in your element 

HEROES
OPEN FOR

Bring your students to Maryland 

and step into the most powerful 

Underground Railroad storytelling 

destination in the world. Plus, dive into 

many more heritage-based experiences 

on Maryland’s sprawling scenic byways. 

If your group is into history, Maryland 

is open for your curiosity.

For booking info, contact 

Rich Gilbert at 410-767-6288 

or rgilbert@visitmaryland.org.

21-OTD-339_OpenFor_Heros-AD_GTM_725x475_M1.indd   121-OTD-339_OpenFor_Heros-AD_GTM_725x475_M1.indd   1 6/14/21   10:39 AM6/14/21   10:39 AM
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Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex continues to amaze
Located on Merritt Island, Florida, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex features a wealth 
of experiences spread across 42 acres. From exhibits featuring historic spacecraft to two 
IMAX theaters, the space center is a one-of-a-kind adventure for students. 

Classic itinerary stops at the center include the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame, Kennedy 
Space Center bus tours, the Apollo/Saturn V Center, space shuttle Atlantis, the Shuttle Launch   
Experience, and the Rocket Garden.

Now open at the visitor center, Gateway: The Deep Space Launch Complex focuses on 
present and future collaborative space exploration. Students experience the interstellar travel 
of tomorrow and get a glimpse into what is happening now within the space program. 

“The second visitors step through the gates at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, 
they’re surrounded by space history and real space-flown artifacts—such as space shuttle 
Atlantis,” says Rebecca Shireman, senior manager of public relations and communications at 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex. “They learn what it took to get a human on the moon, 
how rockets are made, and how the space program has evolved into what it is today.”   
866-737-5235, kennedyspacecenter.com CL
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Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago sparks imagination
With a World War II submarine, five-story movie screen, and 40-foot tornado simulator, the 
Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, spans more than 400,000 square feet. 

“The Museum of Science and Industry is a great place for field trips no matter the time of 
year,” says a museum spokesperson. “Our exhibits will inspire learners of all ages. We also 
have resources in our Learning Hub that educators can use ahead of visits to get their groups 
or classes extra excited.”

Interactive exhibits are always popular, like the Dissect an Eye at MSI hands-on laboratory 
experience. Or climb aboard the U505 submarine for a guided tour. 

The museum’s learning labs are ideal for small student groups with a specific focus and 
class curriculum. 773-684-1414, msichicago.org

Long Island center fosters 
environmental stewardship 
The Jones Beach Energy & Nature Center, 
located in Wantagh, New York, interprets 
the coastal landscape of Long Island. 
Through exhibits, programming, and 
events, the center highlights how energy is 
transferred in nature, how it is transformed 
into power for human use, and how its con-
sumption shapes the natural environment.

Test the bay’s waters and go seine fishing 
in the Bay Studies program. Learn about 
green design during building tours. Or 
explore the ecology of the beach and  
make field observations in the Discover  
The Dunes program. 
516-809-8222, jonesbeachenc.org

Meteor Crater preserves  
meteorite impact site 
Ever walked along the rim of a crater? 
Students will take the tour of a lifetime at 
Meteor Crater & Barringer Space Museum, 
where they can get close to a crater caused 
by a meteorite that collied with Earth 
50,000 years ago. At 550 feet deep and 
nearly a mile wide, Meteor Crater was cre-
ated by a meteorite that weighed 300,000 
tons and traveled at a speed of 26,000 
miles per hour. It’s located just outside of 
modern-day Flagstaff, Arizona. 

Afterward, head into the Discovery 
Center & Space Museum to take advan-
tage of the museum’s hands-on activities. 
Next, immerse in the Collision! 4D Theatre, 
where students are invited to be part of an 
important flight mission to save Earth.  
928-289-5898, meteorcrater.com

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

Jones Beach Energy & Nature Center
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EXPLORE  Start at the California Academy 
of Sciences in Golden Gate Park. Estab-
lished in 1853, the one-of-a-kind institution 
holds an aquarium, planetarium, natural 
history museum, and four-story tropical rain-
forest—all under one living roof covered by 
1.7 million native plants. Lesson plans for a 
variety of subjects are available for students 
of all grade levels.

ENJOY  The Presidio, once a military post, 
is now a national park and National Historic 
Landmark District. Hike 24 miles of trails, 
check out eight scenic overlooks, and see 
how many of the 330 native plant species the 
group can identify.

Presidio Tunnel Tops, built over the tops 
of the Presidio Parkway highway tunnels, 
opened in July 2022 and add 14 acres of 
new national parkland to the Presidio. Presi-
dio Tunnel Tops feature scenic overlooks with 
stunning views of the Golden Gate Bridge 
and the city, trails, picnic areas, gathering 
spaces, and gardens and meadows. The 
renovated Crissy Field Center and new Field 
Station—an indoor spot where students 
explore the Presidio through art, science, 
or simply their imagination—help engage 
people of all ages in self-guided and pro-
grammed activities.

The Walt Disney Family Museum on 
the Presidio’s Main Post chronicles Disney’s 
life. See how experiments with sound, 
imagery, and personality animation led to a 
creative revolution in art and technology.

LEARN  The Exploratorium, located on 
Pier 15, blends interactive activities and 
thought-provoking exhibits. At time of publi-
cation, the Exploratorium was not accepting 
field trip reservations; educators are encour-
aged to reach out for up-to-date information.

DON’T MISS  PIER 39 is a 45-acre water-
front complex featuring over 100 restaurants, 
shops, and attractions. 

ASK
San Francisco Travel Association
415-227-2693  |  sftravel.com

“San Francisco is one of the most exciting destinations  
and a leader in advanced science and technology. The city’s 
best-in-class museums include the California Academy of 
Sciences and the Exploratorium, both of which o!er dynamic 
exhibits and are among the most sustainably designed muse-
ums in the world.” 

—HUBERTUS FUNKE, executive vice president and chief tourism o!cer, San Francisco Travel Association FR
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ITINERARY SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Gallery, Walt Disney Family Museum

PIER 39
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Louisville museum explores human psychology
The 50,000-square-foot Kentucky Science Center in Louisville boasts three fl oors of exhibits, 
a four-story digital theater, and a science lab. 

“Whether your tour is looking for unstructured exhibit time, a fi lm in our four-story digital 
theater, a guided lab or maker experience, or a combination of all three, science center staff 
can create a custom itinerary that fi ts your needs and interests,” says Amy Parish, communi-
cations manager at Kentucky Science Center.

Explore a prototype of the center’s newest exhibit, “Uniquely Human.” This exhibit, which 
focuses on psychology and sociology concepts, encourages teens and young adults to 
discover their unique selves and develop empathy and a perspective for a broader view of 
humanity. The fi nal version of “Uniquely Human” is expected to open in 2023. 
502-561-6100, kysciencecenter.org

INFINITY Science Center 
o! ers STEM experiences 
INFINITY Science Center, located 
in Pearlington, Mississippi, is a 
35,000-square-foot facility featuring an 
immersive 3D theater, Apollo Saturn V 
fi rst stage spacecraft, and much more.

Students become engineers in the 
Engineering Workshop where they can 
design and build their own inventions. 
In the Earth and Space galleries, stu-
dents find theaters, Smithsonian-loaned 
artifacts, and a walk-through mock-up 
of the International Space Station’s 
Destiny module.

INFINITY Science Center is a self-
guided experience. Educators should 
plan at least two hours for exploration.
228-533-9025, visitinfi nity.com

Arnold Arboretum marks 
sesquicentennial 
With 281 acres and featuring over 
15,000 plants, the Arnold Arboretum in 
Boston, Massachusetts, offers fi eld study 
experiences. The hands-on programs 
allow students to investigate biodiversity 
in the on-site meadows, ponds, and 
woodlands. The arboretum can accom-
modate 30 to 50 students.

If educators are looking for ways 
students can explore on their own, the 
arboretum provides self-guided tours. The 
visitor center serves as a great supplement, 
featuring seasonal displays and art exhibits. 

In 2022, Arnold Arboretum cel-
ebrated 150 years in service to the 
Boston community. 617-524-1718, 
arboretum.harvard.edu

Kentucky Science Center 

SCAN TO VISIT

grouptourmagazine.com
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Maritime Museum of San Diego mixes history with STEM
Explore 500 years of maritime history at the Maritime Museum of San Diego in California. 
Through hands-on living history programs, students see and experience what life was like for 
sailors during the great age of sail. 

“Maritime Museum of San Diego’s educational programming ties into a multitude of cur-
riculums and caters to diverse audiences and age groups,” says Theresa Smullen, director of 
marketing at the museum. “Our programs can incorporate history, team building, and STEM 
concepts all at once.” 

In summer 2022, the museum debuted its newest exhibit, “Sea Monsters: Delving Into 
The Deep Myth.” Staged aboard the oldest active sailing ship in the world, the exhibit takes 
students on a journey through the end of the 19th century, exploring the existence of sea 
monsters across the globe. 

Plan ahead and reserve a tall ship adventure aboard the state’s official tall ship, Califor-
nian, or the Spanish galleon replica, San Salvador. Participants can jump in and work with the 
sail crew or sit back, relax, and learn about the vessels’ history from onboard historians.  
619-234-9153, ext.124; sdmaritime.org
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Jersey City science center aims to inspire
Liberty Science Center in Jersey City, New Jersey, helps young people understand the power, 
promise, and fun of science and technology.

Located near the Statue of Liberty, the science center has 12 museum exhibition halls, a live 
animal collection, a 3D theater, and a tornado-force wind simulator.

No visit to the Liberty Science Center is complete without a stop at the center’s Jennifer 
Chalsty Planetarium—the biggest planetarium in the Western Hemisphere. Educational 
programming includes subjects like phases and eclipses, asteroids, black holes, and several 
others. Make sure to treat the students to an exhilarating laser show, too.  
201-253-1214, lsc.org

The Tech Interactive encourages 
climate change conversations 
Let students get their wheels turning at The 
Tech Interactive. The museum is San Jose, 
California’s premier learning center, featur-
ing hands-on activities, experimental labs, 
and design challenges. 

Experiment with new biotechnology. 
Create the perfect musical mix with coded 
blocks. Invent a device that delivers a ball 
onto different platforms.

New to The Tech Interactive, the “Solve 
for Earth” exhibit is a space focused on 
sustainability and reducing the impacts of 
climate change. “Solve for Earth” looks at 
the whole picture: where we live, what we 
eat, and how we move. The exhibit boasts 
resources for middle and high schoolers, 
including the Ecochallenge at The Tech, 
scientists’ stories, and firsthand accounts. 
408-294-8324, thetech.org

Feed your brain at COSI
For 55 years, Center of Science and Indus-
try (COSI) has delighted Central Ohio with 
all things science. Located in Columbus, the 
nationally esteemed center offers 320,000 
square feet of hands-on fun, inspiring all 
ages with STEM topics. 
There’s a lot to discover at COSI, which 
brings science to life through 300-plus 
interactive experiences, nine galleries, live 
shows and demonstrations, and a plane-
tarium. The center’s Science Onstage live 
shows are a student group favorite.

COSI also boasts the American Museum 
of Natural History Dinosaur Gallery—home 
to a 100-million-year-old fossilized Bur-
mese amber, 8-foot-long titanosaur femur, 
a full-size cast of a Tyrannosaurus rex, and 
so much more. 614-228-2674, cosi.org

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Maritime Museum of San Diego COSI
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SILICON 
VALLEY’S 
BEST 
MUSEUM
Open Tuesday – Sunday

201 S. Market St., San Jose, CA 95113
thetech.org  |  
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At the Milwaukee Art Museum, student groups are 
greeted with views of Lake Michigan, the city, and the 
museum’s open arms, or rather, “wings.” Designed 
by famous Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava, the 
Quadracci Pavilion portion of the building features 
the Burke Brise Soleil, an awning that looks like metal 
wings embracing the lake and lakefront trail around 
the museum’s campus. The wings open with the museum, 
close and reopen at noon, and close again when the 
museum closes, weather permitting. Amy Kirschke, 
director of adult, docent, and school programs, refers to 
the museum as the largest piece of art students will see 
during their trip.

The Milwaukee Art Museum holds over 30,000 
pieces in its collection, with about a third on display at 
any given time. The museum is home to a collection 
of collections, which includes exceptional holdings in 
contemporary photography, minimalism, the Ashcan 
School, folk and self-taught art, Haitian art, Dutch 
and Flemish painting, Baroque art, European mod-
ernism, and 19th-century German art.

22 Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

CONFIDENCE BOOSTER
Milwaukee Art Museum helps students  
develop visual literacy skills   BY KRISTEN NICHOLS

Art as a mirror and a window 
Student groups can decide how they want to take in the art. 
For a specific interest, a collection-based tour or thematic 
tour is best. Tours can also cover the museum’s general 
highlights. Kirschke recommends focusing on architecture for 
groups unsure of a niche interest but encourages students to 
take the time to view whatever they find delightful.

“They should be open to what they discover and what 
members of their group notice,” Kirschke says. “I hope they 
have an open mind and open ears. I hope they see art as a 
mirror and a window—that they find things they see them-
selves in or a window into another life or time.”

While standard groups may include up to 120 individuals, 
students are broken into smaller groups with one docent for 
10 students. All tours are led by volunteer docents, many of 
whom have been with the museum a long time and are prac-
ticed in emphasizing student participation. Docents design 
conversational activities to let students share their interpreta-
tions of pieces and learn from each other. Every docent has 
a plan, but Kirschke says there’s always a “pull-over” during 
tours if a student points out an artwork.

“Visiting art museums is a way to build your confidence,” 
Kirschke says. “How to start to look closely at a work of art, 
how the artist made decisions, the message they’re trying 
to convey. I can see that lightbulb come on in students. 
It’s almost like watching something click. They walk away 
feeling like, ‘I can do this, I can go out and look at a work 
and start to notice and make interpretations,’ and add that 
to their toolkit.”

Milwaukee Art Museum
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Wow-worthy art
Kirschke says recent “wow” pieces for students often revolve 
around work that features social justice, so much so that the 
museum has a social justice-themed tour. Contemporary art 
is also popular among students because the art was created 
during their time. Kirschke says museum favorites include 
the German clock collection and Duane Hanson’s Janitor 
sculpture that visitors often ask for directions to because of 
its lifelike nature.

An ideal day at the museum might include an hour for 
a guided tour, an hour break for food on-site or a walk 
outside near the lake, and then another hour or hour and a 
half for a self-guided tour of the museum. The Milwaukee Art 
Museum is fully accessible, with ASL interpreters on request 
and listening devices available.

Additional resources at the Milwaukee Art Museum 
include an art-pack station, family guides, architecture 
guides, and other activities like studio workshop experiences 
and the Writing and Art tour, where students get journals 
and writing exercises. Each student receives a free family 
pass for a future visit before leaving. Q

Milwaukee Art Museum
414-224-3200  |  mam.org

Teen Night

Teen Night
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“This is such a unique city and a great place to visit. You can 
visit multiple world-class museums, spend some time on the 
water with orcas and o!ers, and still have time for a drive up 
to Mount Rainier. Incredible.” 

—MIKE BUSH, director of marketing and communications, Travel Tacoma-Mt. Rainier Tourism & Sports
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MARVEL  Creative culture, exquisite 
glass, and timeless history converge in 
Tacoma’s Museum District. Six major 
museums form the district: Tacoma Art Mu-
seum, Museum of Glass, Washington State 
History Museum, LeMay–America’s Car 
Museum, Children’s Museum of Tacoma, 
and Foss Waterway Seaport.

Tacoma Art Museum features framed 
views of Mount Rainier and a permanent display 
of glass art by Dale Chihuly, a Tacoma native. 
The museum’s educators use a learner-based 
method called Visual Thinking Strategies when 
teaching with artwork. After close examination 
and discussion, students can further explore 
their ideas in hands-on artmaking activities.

The Museum of Glass is a cultural 
landmark in Tacoma. Its most distinctive 
architectural feature is a tilted 90-foot-tall 
cone wrapped in stainless steel. Inspired by 
the wood burners of sawmills that once prolif-
erated the Pacific Northwest region, the cone 
symbolizes the city’s transformation from an 
industrial to a cultural center. Go to the Hot 
Shop amphitheater—it’s in the cone—to see 
artisans create pieces with molten glass. 

The Chihuly Bridge of Glass is a 
500-foot-long pedestrian walkway connecting 
the Museum of Glass to the plaza of the 
Washington State History Museum. The three 
displays of Chihuly glass art on the bridge 
make it a free, outdoor museum that is open 
to the public 24 hours a day.

ENJOY  Within Tacoma’s Theater District 
are three theaters: Pantages, Rialto, and 
Theatre on the Square. The theaters play host 
to ballets, symphonies, live comedy, musicals, 
concert bands, popular music, and other  
special events.

DON’T MISS  At 14,410 feet above sea 
level, Mount Rainier is an icon in the Pacific 
Northwest. Teachers may bring students to 
Mount Rainier National Park for field trips 
any time. Education programs range from 
nature walks to snowshoe treks. 

ASK
Travel Tacoma-Mt. Rainier Tourism & Sports
800-272-2662  |  traveltacoma.com P
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Chihuly Bridge of Glass
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When in 
INDY,  

make KVML  
a stop along 

your tour!
In 2022, we celebrate  

Kurt Vonnegut’s 100th  
birthday!

Join us for special events like our 
Banned Books Week, VonnegutFest 

and more.

Guided group tours are available with 
2 complimentary  

admissions for each group!  
(Value: $24) For more  

information email  
info@vonnegutlibrary.org  

or call (317) 423-0391.  

Plus, virtual programs connect 
you to us wherever you are.

543 Indiana Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46202

www.vonnegutlibrary.org

Plan better trips with exciting destinations, thrilling 
itineraries, the latest travel trends, and group-friendly 
restaurants and lodging in every issue!

Never miss an issue.

ENJOY 
SEAMLESS 
DELIVERY

grouptourmagazine.com/renew

VISIT

scan to renew
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See history in a new light at Neon Museum of Philadelphia
Presenting one of America’s premier collections of vintage signs—commercial and folk-art 
pieces refl ecting roadside Americana—the Neon Museum of Philadelphia celebrates the city’s 
20th-century history. As Workshop of the World, Philadelphia made everything from televi-
sions to textiles, and from ice cream to radios, and sold them through glowing neon signs. 

See over 150 signs in the permanent collection, from large, animated pieces to one-of-a-
kind artworks. Learn the history behind each sign. Enjoy ever-changing special exhibitions 
and explore the library and museum shop. 267-534-3883, neonmuseumofphiladelphia.com CL
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Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art unites art, nature
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art opened in 2011 in Bentonville, Arkansas. Celebrat-
ing the American spirit on 120 acres in the Ozarks, the museum’s galleries hold American 
masterworks and lesser-known gems from the Colonial era to today. Sculptures are in interior 
galleries and alongside outdoor trails. Temporary exhibitions feature artworks from other 
institutions or special presentations of works from Crystal Bridges’ collection. Some 300,000 
students have participated in the Willard and Pat Walker School Visit program, which pro-
vides educational experiences for school groups at no cost to the schools. 
479-418-5700, crystalbridges.org

Murals and more 
inspire in Detroit 
Detroit Institute of Arts in Detroit, Michigan, 
helps students fi nd personal meaning in 
the artworks they experience there and 
develop creative and critical thinking skills.

The collection is known for its diversity. 
Not only is there exceptional American, 
European, modern, and graphic art, but 
the museum also holds signifi cant works of 
African, Asian, Native American, Oce-
anic, Islamic, and ancient art. One of the 
highlights is Mexican artist Diego Rivera’s 
“Detroit Industry” fresco cycle, which Rivera 
considered his most successful work.

Teacher-led visits and guided gallery 
experiences are available. 
313-833-7981, dia.org

Every day is Mardi Gras at 
Mardi Gras World
When student groups visit Mardi Gras 
World, they see artists painting and sculpt-
ing lavish Mardi Gras fl oats—and discover 
some of the culture and history of New 
Orleans, Louisiana.

Hourlong tours relate the history of Mardi 
Gras. Students get a behind-the-scenes 
look at how the company’s artists work their 
magic to produce the fl oats for the parades 
associated with the celebration. The work 
happens year-round. Consider booking an 
add-on experience to make a Mardi Gras 
mask or build a mini fl oat.
504-361-7821, mardigrasworld.com

ARTS & CULTURE

Contemporary Art Gallery, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art

Neon Museum of Philadelphia

“Detroit Industry,” Detroit Institute of Arts
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ARTECHOUSE fuses art, science, and tech
With locations in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Miami Beach, Florida,  
ARTECHOUSE connects progressive ideas, artists, and audiences. The goal? To stimulate 
innovation and creativity where art, science, and technology intersect.

Since its founding in 2015, ARTECHOUSE has produced and created over 30 ground-
breaking, multisensory art exhibits, 150 extended reality activations, and 10 live shows 
through an in-house studio and in collaboration with over 40 artists. The immersive installa-
tions change regularly.

“The way that cinema redefined 20th-century storytelling and culture, we’re redefining the 
21st century with experiential innovative art created through technology,” says Sandro  
Kereselidze, co-founder and chief creative officer at ARTECHOUSE. artechouse.com

Explore Meow Wolf’s universe
Meow Wolf creates immersive and interac-
tive experiences to transport audiences into 
what the arts and entertainment com-
pany calls “fantastic realms of story and 
exploration.” Meow Wolf has permanent 
exhibitions in Santa Fe, New Mexico; Las 
Vegas, Nevada; and Denver, Colorado. 
Hundreds of artists from underrepresented, 
local, and international communities come 
together to create a captivating story that 
is both immersive and interactive for all 
ages. Narratives from emerging artists, 
do-it-yourself makers, women, people of 
color, the LGBTQIA+ community, seniors, 
and people with disabilities are a big part 
of Meow Wolf. meowwolf.com

Immerse in human creativity at 
National Gallery of Art
The National Gallery of Art campus in 
Washington, D.C., includes the West Build-
ing, East Building, and Sculpture Garden. 
Works of art on display—sculptures, pho-
tographs, paintings, and drawings—help 
students understand the power and range 
of human creativity. In-person and virtual 
tours allow students to explore and com-
pare a diverse array of works of art.

Museum educators lead high school 
students in group discussion and reflective 
writing. Studio artmaking and visual journ-
aling programs can be included.  
202-737-4215, nga.gov

Engage with art and nature at Newfields
In Indianapolis, Indiana, a 152-acre cultural campus known as Newfields contains art gal-
leries, gardens, performance spaces, and a sculpture park. The Indianapolis Museum of Art, 
among the 10 largest and 10 oldest general art museums in the United States, is part of New-
fields. THE LUME Indianapolis at the museum has reopened with “Monet & Friends Alive.” In 
this immersive experience, masterpieces of the impressionists are projected on an enormous 
scale and set to a musical score.

While Newfields is not offering docent-led tours at this time, self-guided school visits can be 
scheduled. 317-920-2679, discovernewfields.org

ARTS & CULTURE

New Nature installation, ARTECHOUSE East Building, National Gallery of Art

THE LUME Indianapolis
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Limestone buildings, grandiose halls, and historic mon-
uments—Washington, D.C., holds a history that has 
drawn student groups for decades. Though the pan-
demic halted student travel for nearly two years, youth 
groups are returning to the nation’s capital ready to 
immerse in all its splendor.

“Student group travel in Washington, D.C., is 
strong,” says Elliott L. Ferguson, II, president and CEO 
of Destination DC, the destination marketing organi-
zation for the nation’s capital. “Though group travel in 
general is not quite at pre-pandemic numbers, student 
groups have been enjoying Washington, D.C., all 
spring. And development in the district hasn’t stopped, 
so there are new attractions, hotels, and museums for 
groups to experience.”

From the capital must-dos to the highly awaited 
additions, student groups will never tire of Washington, 
D.C.’s diverse menu of experiences. 

“Every school subject can be tackled in Washington, 
D.C., with experts in every fi eld in our backyard,” Fer-
guson says. “It’s a chance to mix the important lessons 
of our nation’s past with its living history. No other city 
has such a mix of history, green space, cultural diver-
sity, and welcoming atmosphere.”

28 Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

OLD MEETS NEW
Washington, D.C., welcomes students back
to the nation’s capital   BY KATE O’NEIL

Capital classics
No trip to the nation’s capital would be complete without a 
stop at the National Mall. Boasting over 1,000 acres of green 
space, the mall is one of the nation’s most visited national parks 
and features several well-known attractions, including the 
Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, and the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial—among others.

Collectively known as the Smithsonian Institute, the 
museum and research complex features over 150 million 
objects across its 17 museums. Art galleries, science exhibits, 
and historic displays line the halls of these world-renowned 
attractions, all of which offer several perks for students—
from educational programming to guided tours. 

The National Archives Museum is a favorite among 
student groups, as it houses the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights. The National Archives 
Museum’s Boeing Learning Center, a hands-on activity hub, 
features The Founding Documents: Build a More Perfect 
Union program. The learning experience dives into the 
purpose and history behind the nation’s founding docu-
ments. While registration is currently closed, the National 
Archives Museum plans to restore programming at the 
learning center soon. 

Looking for something a bit more unexpected? The 
National Cathedral boasts a gargoyle tour where students 
can view these whimsical Gothic creatures located through-
out the cathedral’s grounds on a guided tour.

Washington Monument
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Anticipated a! ractions 
Despite pandemic setbacks, the district continues to expand 
with several new attractions. 

Located at the U.S. Department of State, the new 
National Museum of American Diplomacy will introduce 
students to the principles of diplomacy and the power of 
peaceful negotiations. Students will use diplomatic strategy 
skills through interactive experiences that include role-playing 
in a historical scenario, crisis management in the operations 
center, and checking out gifts foreign nations have presented 
to secretaries of state. The museum is currently under construction.

Slated to open in the spring of 2023, the Capital Jewish 
Museum connects Washington, D.C.’s fi rst synagogue, built 
in 1876, to the newly constructed museum galleries via a 
skybridge. Visitors will learn about Jewish culture, life, and 
values through storytelling and a “transformative multimedia 
experience” that will be housed in the synagogue’s sanctuary. 

The National Air and Space Museum will reopen half 
of its building in fall 2022 with reimagined exhibits, while 
Planet Word Museum, the district’s newest attraction, con-
tinues to amaze groups as the only museum in the country 
dedicated to inspiring the love of words and language. Q

Destination DC
202-789-7000  |  washington.org

National Air and Space Museum

National Museum of Natural History
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“Detroit’s rich, diverse history makes it a compelling and 
vibrant destination for students. Metro Detroit has several  
first-class a!ractions that provide the perfect se!ing to learn 
and explore outside the classroom. Combine our a!ractions  
with the many festivals and events our region has to o"er. 
Detroit is the ideal field trip.”  

—JENNIFER OLLINGER, tourism manager, Visit Detroit

30 Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com
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Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History

The Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation

DISCOVER  Detroit Historical Museum 
chronicles the life and times of Detroit and 
southeast Michigan. Find out about the city’s 
connection to the Underground Railroad, 
how cars built the region and how the region 
built cars, and Detroit’s efforts to become the 
arsenal of democracy during World War II. 
Educators can book scavenger hunts, StoryLiving 
programs, and workshops. 

America’s can-do spirit is on full display at 
The Henry Ford. The Henry Ford Museum 
of American Innovation, Greenfield Village, 
and the Ford Rouge Factory Tour bring the 
past forward and inspire youth to learn from 
these traditions and to shape a better future.

LEARN  The Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History presents 
dynamic permanent and visiting exhibitions 
year-round. The long-term exhibition “And Still 
We Rise” charts triumphs and tragedies from 
the middle passage to the civil rights movement. 
Admission to the Tuskegee Airmen National 
Museum is included with a visit to The Wright.

The educational department at Ford 
House offers a variety of learning opportu-
nities for young people, including tours and 
talks. Tour the home of Eleanor and Edsel 
Ford, walk on the grounds, and interact with 
digital exhibits in the new net-zero, energy- 
efficient visitor center.

Tour Meadow Brook Hall, the historic 
home built by one of the automotive aris-
tocracy’s most remarkable women, Matilda 
Dodge Wilson (widow of auto pioneer John 
Dodge) and her second husband, Alfred Wil-
son. Meadow Brook Hall is one of the finest 
examples of Tudor Revival-style architecture 
in America, and is especially renowned for its 
superb craftsmanship and grand scale.

DON’T MISS  The Detroit Zoo offers 
Learning Labs that provide students with 
immersive experiences, allowing them to take 
on the identities of scientists, conservation-
ists, and zoologists as they connect with the 
natural world. 

ASK 
Visit Detroit
800-338-7648  |  visitdetroit.com
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located in Fairfax, Virginia. The National Museum of the 
United States Army will immerse you in the experience of 
American Soldiers since 1775. As the U.S. Army’s front door, 
the National Army Museum shares the Army’s story with 
the world. 

The Museum is located at Fort Belvoir!less than 30 
minutes from the National Mall and 10 minutes from Mount 
Vernon and I-95. 

Free, timed tickets are required, COVID-19 precautions apply.
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Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History: 

Honor History. Protect Culture

Book your tour today at !eWright.org or by calling (313) 494-5808

Each Best Western hotel is independently owned and operated.
ZZZ�EHVWZHVWHUQJUHHQÀHOG�FRP

1.800.342.5802  •  313.271.1600 p/f

7KRXVDQGV�RI�
GHOLJKWHG�JXHVWV�

3000 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, MI 48101

Greenfield Inn
*UHDW�ORFDWLRQ���
������([FHOOHQW�VHUYLFH����

find us on 
facebook!

Follow Group Tour on Facebook 
to keep up with the latest group 
experiences and ideas.

“like” @grouptourmagazine

Share your experiences by tagging 
us or use our hashtag: #GroupTour.

@grouptourmagazine
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9/11 Museum honors  
victims and survivors
The 9/11 Memorial & Museum in New 
York City memorializes the victims of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attack in the place where 
the Twin Towers once stood. 

The museum’s core exhibition, “Sep-
tember 11, 2001,” showcases the story of 
9/11 using artifacts, images, first-person 
testimony, and archival audio and video 
recordings. The exhibition is made up of 
three parts: the Events of the Day, as they 
unfolded; Before 9/11, which provides the 
historical context leading up to the attacks; 
and After 9/11, which addresses the imme-
diate aftermath and ongoing repercussions 
of the terrorist attacks. Move into the “In 
Memoriam” exhibit, which honors the 
nearly 3,000 individuals killed that day. 

Several on-site lesson plans are perfect 
for school groups. Topics include local 
heroes and the fight against terrorism.  
212-312-8800, 911memorial.org

Take a tour of  
Chicago architecture
Immerse in the striking and masterful 
architecture of Chicago, Illinois, through 
a guided tour. Whether on bus, boat, 
train, or foot, the Chicago Architecture 
Center will take your students on a 
journey of historical events and design 
styles, and into some of the most beautiful 
architectural interiors in the city. 

“When students have the ability to 
experience an education-based archi-
tecture tour, they build the skills needed 
to not only see selected structures with a 
new set of eyes, but also translate those 
skills to their own cities and communities 
as well,” says Angela Esposito, director 
of education and experience at Chicago 
Architecture Center. 

Several tours offer a hands-on 
building and testing approach before 
students head onto the street to see the 
engineering marvels. 

Gaze at the city’s structures while 
sailing down the Chicago River on 
the First Lady cruise vessel. Hear how 
Chicago grew from a small settlement 
into one of the world’s largest cities in 
less than 100 years. In just 90 minutes, 
students get an overview of Chicago’s 
architecture and history.

Looking for something fast-paced? 
The 90-minute Must-See Chicago tour 
highlights some of the most famous build-
ings in Chicago, including the Wrigley 
Building, Tribune Tower, the Art Institute 
of Chicago, Willis (Sears) Tower, and 
the Chicago Theatre. 312-922-3432, 
architecture.org

Cherokee Nation educates 
across dozens of sites
Marvel at natural splendors while diving 
into the history of the Cherokee Nation 
through several historical and educational 
sites spread across 7,000 square miles of 
northeastern Oklahoma. 

The Cherokee National History Museum 
in Tahlequah allows students to immerse in 
hands-on exhibits that showcase the com-
plete Cherokee story. View state-of-the-art 
digital multimedia displays that delve deep 
into the Cherokee Nation’s cultural past 
and present. Experience The Trail of Tears 
gallery, brought to life by authentic voices of 
the Cherokee. Other attractions include the 
Cherokee National Prison Museum, the John 
Ross Museum, and the Cherokee National 
Supreme Court Museum.

Cherokee Nation’s tourism sales special-
ists can help create the ideal itinerary  
that meets students’ needs.   
877-779-6977, visitcherokeenation.com

WWII museum brings historic event to students’ fingertips
With over 250,000 artifacts and 9,000 personal accounts, The National WWII Museum makes 
student visits easy, boasting a wealth of docent-led tour options for groups as large as 60.

Located in New Orleans, Louisiana, the museum highlights all things related to World War II, 
from the European and Pacific theaters to the homefront. Step into a 1942-style home and see 
how families adjusted to the war in the United States. Board a replica bridge of the USS Enter-
prise and “set out” for the Pacific. Sit inside a re-created German bunker and learn the stories of 
the Allied advance into Germany. 504-528-1944, nationalww2museum.org

HISTORY & HERITAGE

US Freedom Pavilion, The National WWII Museum

Chicago architecture tour
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EXPERIENCE A GUIDED BUS TOUR!
Sit back, relax, and allow our costumed step-on guides to 
transport your guests back in time to April 19, 1775. You’ll 
explore the notable sites and historic houses around 
Lexington Battle Green, Minuteman National Park and the 
Old North Bridge in Concord. Or, create your own custom 
itinerary!  Tours available seven days per week!

MAS S AC H U S E T TS

To book a step-on guide 
and custom tour scan here:

!"#$!%%&#'()*$'#+%,

All tours depart 
from the Lexington 
Visitors Center:

1875 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Lexington MA

-"-)./$"-
01#',/!2)3(

!"#$!"#$!"#$Histor!Histor!
%&'()*%&+,-&.

Bring your groups to Washington 
DC’s most interactive museum.
Solve a crime in our Take the Case 
exhibit or work as a dispatcher in 
our 911 Emergency Ops.

QOHRPI�RUJ�PXVHXP�JXLGHG�JURXS�WRXUV
444 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

For more information contact 8IVV]�=SYRK�
AT��������������SV�KVSYTXSYVW RPISQJ�SVK

Salem’s Most
Visited Museum
We’ll 5each :ou " Lesson!

19�1/2�Washington Square North 
Salem, Massachusetts 01970

i

978.744.1692
salemwitchmuseum.com

Teach.Travel-SalemWitchMuseumAd_Layout 1  12/19
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grouptourmagazine.com/planner-resources

Gain 24/7 access 
to exclusive group
travel resources!
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Group Tour magazine gives 
you latest news, destinations, 
itineraries and more in the 
group travel industry.

Never miss an issue.

Be at the top of
the group travel
planning game!

grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

SCAN OR VISIT

Become a patriot at Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum
A multisensory experience with interactive exhibits, live actors, and replica 18th-century 
boats, the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum in Massachusetts offers students the rare 
opportunity to re-enact historical events. 

Begin the day in The Meeting House, where the group will be “hosted” by Samuel Adams 
during a lively town meeting. Then, storm aboard the Beaver and the Eleanor to take part in 
the destruction of the tea—right where it took place nearly 250 years ago. 

The attraction also features the Minuteman Theater, showing the award-wining documen-
tary “Let it Begin Here.” Afterward, stop at Abigail’s Tea Room & Terrace to sample some of 
the fi ve teas that were thrown overboard in 1773. 617-531-6241, bostonteapartyship.com 

Dive into Sea! le history 
and innovation at MOHAI
The Museum of History & Industry 
in Seattle, Washington, maintains a 
collection of more than 4 million historic 
artifacts, photographs, and archival 
materials from the Puget Sound region. 
One of the popular permanent exhibits 
is “True Northwest: The Seattle Journey,” 
which explores Puget Sound’s history 
from 1790 to today through artifacts, 
images, hands-on activities, and multi-
media presentations. At the Bezos Center 
for Innovation, explore the transforma-
tive role of innovation in Seattle history. 
Tackle mind-bending challenges in the 
Idea Lab, discover a Seattle invention, 
and use a periscope from a submarine to 
get 360-degree views of Seattle. 
206-324-1126, mohai.org

Tour historic buildings and sites 
from Revolutionary War era
Valley Forge National Historical Park’s 
Encampment Tour offers an exclusive 
look into the site where the Continen-
tal Army camped during the winter 
of 1777-1778 in what is now King of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania.

The tour route is a 10-mile driving 
loop comprising nine major tour stops. 
Students can take a 90-minute trolley tour 
or a guided walking tour to see the site’s 
historic facades and attractions, including 
Muhlenberg’s Brigade, Redoubt 2, Wash-
ington’s Headquarters, and others. 

The site also boasts living history expe-
riences where students “join” the Conti-
nental Army and learn what it was like to 
be a soldier during the Revolutionary War. 
610 783-1000, nps.gov/vafo

Museum re-enactor, Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum
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Book your visit online at  
www.americanvillage.org
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Hands-on    
American 
history  
that is...

3727 Hwy. 119, Montevallo, AL   
30 minutes south of Birmingham

Climb aboard WWII watercra! 
Admission to Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, 
includes access to all on-site attractions and historic vessels, which include the USS Yorktown 
aircraft carrier, USS Laffey destroyer, 3-acre Vietnam Experience, Medal of Honor Museum, 
and 28 historic aircraft. 

The museum’s central attraction is the Yorktown, the 10th aircraft carrier to serve in the 
United States Navy. Walk aboard and feel the Yorktown roar, and watch the engine room 
come alive with interactive kiosks. Discover what it was like for a technician during World 
War II in the new Engine Room Experience. 843-884-2727, patriotspoint.org

Mackinac State Historic Parks spans two peninsulas
Managing six attractions across Mackinaw City and Mackinac Island, Michigan, Mackinac 
State Historic Parks allows students to experience history in a hands-on, engaging way that 
brings what they’ve learned in textbooks to life. 

Learn about fur trading at Colonial Michilimackinac. Step into the shoes of a solder at Fort 
Mackinac. Trek more than 3 miles of hiking trails at Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park.

“At Colonial Michilimackinac, soldiers fire a cannon and mortar out over Lake Michigan 
while taking you through the entire process to do it,” says Dominick Miller, chief of marketing 
at Mackinac State Historic Parks. “Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park features the Adven-
ture Tour, a high-flying trek through the treetops that features a 425-foot zip line, the Forest 
Canopy Bridge high above Mill Creek, and a five-story climbing wall. The sawmill demon-
stration is also very popular with students.”

In 2022, Fort Mackinac debuted updates to the Schoolhouse, now called the Reading Room. 
“This immersive space will allow you to explore popular titles of the 1880s, read the latest 

newspaper or periodical, and get a better understanding of what it was like to be a soldier 
in the 1880s and why the U.S. Army felt it was a good idea to have reading rooms within its 
forts,” Miller says.

The historic parks recently added new tours at all sites, including tours about the Ameri-
can Revolution at Colonial Michilimackinac, the role women played at Fort Mackinac, and 
guided nature tours at Historic Mill Creek Discovery Park.

Mackinac State Historic Parks also manages Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse; the Biddle 
House, featuring the Mackinac Island Native American Museum; Benjamin Blacksmith Shop; 
and The Richard & Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum.  
231-436-4100, mackinacparks.com

Colonial Michilimackinac
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“Oklahoma City has a great story to tell about how we were 
se! led. First Americans Museum tells that story so well—
it’s a storytelling museum. And coupled with the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, you have the story of 
westward expansion. We can help educators with hotels and 
restaurant recommendations.”  

—SANDY PRICE, vice president of tourism sales, Oklahoma City CVB
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SEE  The Centennial Land Run Monument
commemorates the opening of the Unassigned 
Land in Oklahoma Territory with the Land Run 
of 1889. Sculptor Paul Moore captured the 
frenzied energy and emotion of one instant 
during the run. With 45 heroic-size fi gures of 
land run participants, the monument is one of 
the world’s largest bronze sculptures. 

LEARN  The National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum interprets Western history, 
art, and culture and holds an internationally 
renowned collection of Western art and 
artifacts. The museum works to ignite young 
people’s curiosity with docent-facilitated 
tours and programs. 

Explore the First Americans Museum, 
which shares American history through the 
lens and collective stories of 39 distinct tribal 
nations headquartered in Oklahoma today.

A student program at the American 
Banjo Museum includes an overview of the 
instrument’s history, a museum tour, a banjo 
craft, and an interactive banjo performance.

INVESTIGATE  The Uncover-Discover STEM 
Lab at the Oklahoma City Memorial & 
Museum teaches the lessons learned from 
the 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building and its aftermath. Using 
large touch-screen tables, students work 
independently, then come together as a 
group to fi nd solutions to their challenges—
just as fi rst responders to the Oklahoma City 
bombing had to work together in teams to 
save lives and investigate the crime. Two 
lessons are currently available: Structures & 
Waves and Forensics & Investigation.

DON’T MISS  Head to RIVERSPORT 
Rapids & Adventures in the Boathouse 
District to learn about the development of the 
water adventure park. Tour the U.S. Olympic 
& Paralympic Training Site for rowing and 
canoe/kayak athletes. Extend the visit and 
take on the whitewater rapids, try fl atwater 
kayaking, or zip line across the river.

ASK
Oklahoma City CVB
405-297-8912  |  visitokc.com

OKLAHOMA CITY   OKLAHOMA

ITINERARY HISTORY & HERITAGE
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National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum

THE MODERN FRONTIER

Experience Oklahoma City's wonder, history and charm with visitor-friendly 
attractions where the past is honored and the present is celebrated.

There's more to see and do in The Modern Frontier.
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THE MODERN FRONTIER

Experience Oklahoma City's wonder, history and charm with visitor-friendly 
attractions where the past is honored and the present is celebrated.

There's more to see and do in The Modern Frontier.
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Students enjoy two historic sites within historic hub
Conveniently located in America’s Historic Triangle of Jamestown, Williamsburg, and York-
town in Virginia, Jamestown Settlement and the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown are 
a great way to experience hands-on and immersive history.

“At the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown, experience life for soldiers and farmers 
in outdoor re-creations of a Continental Army encampment and Revolution-era farm, where 
visitors can interact with costumed historical interpreters and try their hand at a variety of 
activities, such as cracking a spy code or tending the garden,” says Joan Heikens, senior sales 
and promotions manager for Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation.

Indoor exhibits at the museum feature a rare July 1776 broadside of the Declaration of 
Independence, and the show-stopping “The Siege of Yorktown,” a 4D experiential theater 
presentation that transports visitors to the Yorktown battlefield in 1781, with wind, smoke, and 
the thunder of cannon fire.

“At Jamestown Settlement, visitors can board a re-creation of one of the three ships, 
Susan Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery, that came from England in 1607,” Heikens says. 
“Indoors, as part of our expansive gallery exhibits, don’t miss ‘Bacon’s Rebellion,’ a 20-min-
ute film that tells the story of a 1676 armed rebellion of Virginia Colonists against the Virginia 
governor, which unfolds in a 4D multisensory, multilayered projection theater.”

Opening in November 2022 at both attractions, the new special exhibit “Reign & 
Rebellion” explores Virginia through the lens of the Stuart monarchy, whose royal foothold 
impacted and influenced early America in the 17th and 18th centuries. The exhibition runs 
through September 2023. 757-253-4838, jyfmuseums.org
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Alabama museum focuses on legacy of slavery
From the trans-Atlantic slave trade through the domestic slave trade and Reconstruction, the 
Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama, offers students the opportunity to face challeng-
ing and horrific aspects of U.S. history. 

Begin a tour in the trans-Atlantic slave trade wing, which includes more than 200 sculptures 
and original animated short films narrated by award-winning artists Lupita Nyong’o, Don 
Cheadle, and Wendell Pierce. As students move through the museum, they hear first-person 
accounts from descendants of lynching victims, take a poll test to experience how the test 
was used to disenfranchise the Black community, and see 800 jars of soil collected from sites 
around the nation. Finally, end the visit in the Reflection Space and honor the hundreds of 
individuals who battled racial injustice. 

The Legacy Museum is managed by the Equal Justice Initiative, which also oversees The 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery.  
334-386-9100, museumandmemorial.eji.org

Dallas museum tackles  
human rights conversations
Not only documenting the story of the 
Holocaust, the Dallas Holocaust and 
Human Rights Museum also highlights 
international human rights after World War 
II and the development of human and civil 
rights in America.

“The Dallas Holocaust and Human 
Rights Museum does more than most history 
museums,” says Jessica Whitt Garner, chief 
advancement and external affairs officer at 
the museum. “Here, students are encour-
aged to think through the most fundamental 
questions about humanity. We inspire stu-
dents to consider the real consequences of 
their choices. We open minds, one student 
at a time. We challenge students to think 
critically and become upstanders.”

The Highlight Tour is a 90-minute self-
guided tour of the permanent exhibition, 
providing a basic understanding of the 
Holocaust, followed by the development 
of human rights after World War II both 
nationally and internationally. 

“Take the Dimensions in Testimony 
Experience,” Whitt Garner says. “In this 
groundbreaking interactive experience from 
the USC Shoah Foundation using holo-
graphic imagery, students meet a Holocaust 
survivor in a specially designed theater. 
Survivors respond to questions from the 
audience using voice recognition technol-
ogy, inviting a one-on-one ‘conversation.’” 
214-741-7500, dhhrm.org

HISTORY & HERITAGE

Jamestown Settlement

Dallas Holocaust and  
Human Rights Museum
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See the past through a whole new lens. History is always changing.  
New perspectives. New voices. New discoveries. We’ve opened our  
doors—and our minds—to new understandings of the stories told for  
more than 400 years. So, come see us. We’re OPEN—for interpretation.

OPEN FOR  
INTERPRETATION

jyfmuseums.org

Join the new generations who are experiencing this 
powerful story for the fi rst time. It unfolds at the highly 

interactive Museum and outdoor Memorial, where the lessons 
learned are as relevant today as ever. Plan your visit today.

Oklahoma’s #1 Destination
– Tripadvisor

COMMON 
GROUND

SACRED 
GROUND

Group Rates & Exclusive Group-Only Opportunities Available

MemorialMuseum.com

Join the Group Tour magazine 
VIPs group on Facebook.

Connect and discuss business 
ideas, and learn about the best 

practices in group travel planning.

Network among 
industry colleAgues!

facebook.com/groups/grouptourmagazinevips

scan to Join
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Kids are like sponges. So, take them someplace where they can really soak up 
the fun. In Philadelphia, history meets innovation, and the arts meet iconic 
attractions. !e city is guaranteed to keep students’ attention.

Philadelphia’s central location on the East Coast makes it a top pick for educators. 
Explore the nation’s most historic square mile at Independence National Historical 
Park, home to the Liberty Bell, where students learn how the bell became a symbol 
of liberty. Groups can also stroll Elfreth’s Alley, the oldest continuously inhabited res-
idential street in America. Philadelphia is home to iconic locations and artifacts that 
tell the story of America’s founding in a way no other place can match.

Marvel at Philadelphia’s unparalleled collection of public art, including 
more than 4,000 colorful murals. View groundbreaking museum exhibitions 
and enjoy waterfront vistas, community parks, and miles of trails in one of the 
nation’s largest city-owned urban park systems. 

Steeped in history, Philadelphia continues to grow, adding new museums, 
restaurants, and attractions. From the Philadelphia Museum of Art’s newly 
unveiled 90,000-square-foot, Frank Gehry-designed exhibition space to new 
exhibits at !e Franklin Institute, there is something for everyone. 

Everything is just steps away in Philadelphia, one of America’s most walkable 
cities. With the addition of six new hotels and the recently renovated Philadel-
phia Marriott Downtown, Philadelphia’s extensive portfolio of hotel options 
o"ers unique settings for student groups to base their stay while also provid-
ing convenient access to the city. And when it’s time for lunch, don’t forget to 
explore the updated and expanded Reading Terminal, voted the best public 
market in the nation in 2022 by USA Today 10Best. 
 
Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau, 215-636-3405,  
discoverphl.com/group-tour

Discover Philadelphia

Liberty Bell

Penn Museum

Elfreth’s Alley
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Adventure Aquarium Faith and Liberty 
Discovery Center 

Museum of Illusions 
Philadelphia  

Museum of the American 
Revolution

National Constitution 
Center  

Adventure Aquarium is home to more 
than 15,000 aquatic animals exhibited 
throughout 2 million gallons of water, 
o!ering groups of all ages unforgettable 
experiences like up-close animal encoun-
ters, the largest collection of sharks in the 
Northeast, and the longest shark bridge in 
the world. Some of the aquarium’s most 
unique residents include a great hammer-
head shark, two species of penguin, and 
the only hippos in the world to be exhib-
ited at an aquarium. Enhance your group’s 
visit by booking a classroom program, 3D 
"lm, or lunch space. For more informa-
tion and to book your group tour, contact 
groups@adventureaquarium.com. 
800-616-5297, adventureaquarium.com

Discover the inspiration behind key 
changemakers in America from the 
founding through today as you explore 
the relationship between faith and liberty 
in our nation, right on historic Indepen-
dence Mall. You’ll see history in a whole 
new light as you immerse yourself in this 
award-winning museum with interactive 
elements and a 360-degree theater where 
you will build Colonial Philadelphia 
based on William Penn’s vision of religious 
freedom. #e museum is open Monday- 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Contact Lisa Arrell 
(larrell@faithandliberty.org), senior manager 
of sales and marketing, to learn more. 
215-309-0316, faithandliberty.org

Museum of Illusions is a one-of-a-kind 
edutainment destination where you can 
immerse your groups in the wonderful 
world of illusions! Groups of all ages 
will enjoy more than 60 sensory, visual, 
and educational exhibits featuring 
holograms, stereograms, optical illu-
sions, and immersive rooms that are 
designed to tease the senses, trick the 
mind, and puzzle perceptions. Shake 
up your next group visit to Philadel-
phia with mind-bending fun and plenty 
of laughs to go around with a stop at 
Museum of Illusions!
info@moiphilly.com, moiphilly.com

#e American Revolution was dramatic, 
gritty, and full of uncertainty—an era of 
unparalleled political and social upheaval, 
even by today’s standards. Students and 
educators are invited to explore this rich 
and complicated era and its connections to 
our world today. Located just steps away 
from Independence Hall, the museum 
serves as a portal to the region’s many Rev-
olutionary sites—sparking interest, providing 
context, and encouraging exploration. 

#e crown jewel of the museum’s 
collection is one of the most iconic sur-
viving artifacts of the Revolution: General 
George Washington’s war tent. #is tent 
served as Washington’s o$ce and sleeping 
quarters throughout much of the Revolu-
tionary War. It was within the folds of this 
tent that key decisions were made that 
a!ected the outcome of the Revolutionary 
War. #e tent is dramatically displayed at 
the museum as part of a powerful multi-
media presentation. 

Also included in the museum is a real-
istic re-creation of America’s "rst Liberty 
Tree, one of several immersive environ-
ments that help bring to life the dramatic 
story of the founding of the United States. 
Visitors can touch a real piece of a Liberty 
Tree embedded in the replica. 

For more information, contact Nina 
Giacobbe (ngiacobbe@amrevmuseum.org), 
group sales manager. 
267-579-3525, amrevmuseum.org

#e National Constitution Center brings 
together people of all ages and perspectives 
to learn about, debate and celebrate the 
greatest vision of human freedom in history, 
the U.S. Constitution. At the National 
Constitution Center, explore historic mile-
stones in American history and discover 
how the U.S. Constitution is as important 
today as it was in 1787. #e center’s must-
see exhibits and live performances bring 
the Constitution to life for visitors of all 
ages. For more information, contact Gina 
Romanelli (gromanelli@constitutioncenter.org), 
director of group sales. 
215-409-6695, constitutioncenter.org
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There is no shortage of attractions and activities for 
student groups visiting Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
Each year, over 21 million people visit the 60-mile 
stretch of beach that’s home to 14 communities and 
thousands of restaurants. On top of that, Myrtle 
Beach is known as the “Miniature Golf Capital of the 
World,” thanks to its 50 mini-golf courses. The area 
also boasts a vast range of outdoor activities, water 
attractions, and museums.

“There’s an enormous number of attractions for 
student groups,” says Julie Ellis, public relations man-
ager for Visit Myrtle Beach. That is no exaggeration; 
students visiting “The Beach,” as locals call it, can fi ll 
itineraries with go-kart riding, jet skiing, zip lining, 
arcades, and boat tours. 
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FUN IN THE SUN
Myrtle Beach offers every kind of adventure   BY KRISTEN NICHOLS

The beach and more
One popular stop for student groups and visitors of all ages 
is Broadway at the Beach, South Carolina’s largest entertain-
ment complex. The 350-acre property includes restaurants, 
shops, hotels, the Soar + Explore zip line, the Pavilion Park Fun 
Park, and Ripley’s Aquarium of Myrtle Beach. The complex is 
also home to WonderWorks, an interactive science museum 
with over 100 hands-on exhibits.

Other popular museums in the area include the South Car-
olina Hall of Fame, which honors locals who have contributed 
to the state’s history, and the Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon 
B. Chapin Art Museum, which displays works by well-known 
visual artists and hosts classes for visitors throughout the year. 
At Brookgreen Gardens, students will encounter even more 
art. It houses over 2,000 pieces by famous American sculptors.

Students can’t miss the towering 187-foot-tall SkyWheel 
Myrtle Beach. Located at Oceanfront Boardwalk and 
Promenade, the observation wheel has 42 fully enclosed, 
temperature-controlled gondolas, giving riders breathtaking 
views of the shoreline and beyond. SkyWheel Myrtle Beach 
is open year-round.  

For student groups interested in intersecting beach time 
with learning, Ellis says the area’s parks offer eco-kayaking 
and bird-watching. The Lowcountry History and Wildlife 
Preserve at Brookgreen Gardens contains thousands of 
acres of plants and animals to view and study. 

Broadway at the Beach

AMUSEMENTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Entertainment central 
It’s common for student groups, particularly sports teams, 
to travel to Myrtle Beach. Ellis says Visit Myrtle Beach 
welcomes many group sports events for high school athletes, 
and the area’s businesses, including entertainment venues, 
are used to catering to large groups. 

Theaters, in particular, are a specialty in Myrtle Beach. 
The area is home to seven live theaters offering plays, 
Broadway-style productions, and concerts where student 
groups can experience the thrill of a live performance.

There is also a Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament loca-
tion in Myrtle Beach. Students feast while watching mounted 
knights engage in jousting, hand-to-hand combat, and 
swordsmanship. The Pirates Voyage Dinner & Show allows 
students to watch pirate-themed acrobatics while enjoying a 
four-course meal.

“You could easily spend a month here and not get bored, 
and you would still leave not seeing everything,” Ellis says. 

A variety of student-friendly restaurants is available in the 
area. Myrtle Beach has some great concept eateries like 
Dave & Busters and Lulu’s Buffet, offering family-friendly 
atmospheres and entertainment. Myrtle Beach’s restaurants 
offer a wide variety of food for student groups to enjoy, from 
pizza and burgers to fancier meals. Q

Visit Myrtle Beach
843-916-7248  |  visitmyrtlebeach.com

Ripley’s Aquarium 

Soar + Explore zip line
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“Students and young travelers can experience a variety of 
fun and stimulating activities while in Anaheim ranging from 
amusement parks, museums, concerts, culinary experiences,  
and everything in between.”  

—LINDSAY SWANSON, director of communications, Visit Anaheim
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PLAY  Anaheim is full of fun attractions 
for student and youth groups, as well as 
the young at heart. Located in the heart of 
Anaheim, Disneyland Resort offers over 
60 incredible attractions, magical parades, 
and world-renowned treats. In its newest 
land, Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge, students 
can fly the Millennium Falcon and sip on blue 
and green milk, just like Luke Skywalker.

Celebrate the glitz and glamour of old 
Hollywood and hang out with favorite Pixar 
characters at Disney California Adventure 
Park. The 72-acre park features exciting 
lands filled with rides, shows, and characters. 
Its new Avengers Campus, the only one of its 
kind, includes Avengers-themed attractions, 
character meet and greets, shops, and dining.

FLY  Give students an aviation experience 
they’ll never forget at Flightdeck, a military 
and commercial flight simulator. Visitors can 
experience the thrill of aerial maneuvers and air-
to-air combat in a fighter jet simulator or take the 
controls of a commercial airliner in the Boeing 
737 flight simulator. No experience is required. 

EXPLORE  Anchored in its rich California 
history and charm, Knott’s Berry Farm 
is filled with attractions and entertainment, 
including 165 rides like first-class roller 
coasters and thrill rides, stage shows, inter-
active entertainment, and family-friendly fun 
featuring Snoopy and the Peanuts Gang. The 
Knott’s Soak City Waterpark and Knott’s 
Hotel are located within walking distance of 
the theme park. School and youth groups can 
participate in educational field trips created 
for all grade levels.

DON’T MISS  After a day of fun, refuel at 
the Anaheim Packing House, a restored 
citrus packing house turned culinary center. 
The 42,000-square-foot, two-story food hall 
features dozens of artisan stalls including a 
grilled cheese bar, French pastries, boba tea, 
and comfort food, just to name a few options. 
 
ASK 
Visit Anaheim 
714-765-2800 | visitanaheim.org

ANAHEIM   CALIFORNIA
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Avengers Campus, Disney California Adventure Park

Flightdeck
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Every edition of Group Tour magazine features:
• Knowledge from travel industry experts
• Content focused on group-friendly attractions and destinations
• Sample itinerary builders for headache-free planning

Never miss an issue. grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

scan to subcribe

Inspired Planning!

THE ATTRACTIONSTHE ATTRACTIONS THE LINKSTHE LINKS

THE HARBORTHE HARBOR

THE OUTLETSTHE OUTLETS

THE WINNINGSTHE WINNINGSTHE OUTDOORSTHE OUTDOORSTHE WINERIESTHE WINERIES

THE MUSEUMSTHE MUSEUMS

Visit ExperiencePrinceGeorges.com to book your next visit.

Experience Prince George’s for Extraordinary Times!
Affordable, Accessible and Authentic. Three top reasons that make 
Prince George’s County, MD an exceptional destination to explore.
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Navy Pier is Chicago’s playground
Located on Lake Michigan, Navy Pier in Chicago, Illinois, stretches more than six city blocks. 
The Chicago landmark showcases more than 50 acres of parks, restaurants, attractions, 
retail shops, sightseeing and dining cruise boats, and exposition facilities.

Navy Pier celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2016 with the unveiling of the iconic Cen-
tennial Wheel, Polk Bros Park, Fifth Third Bank Family Pavilion, and Peoples Energy Welcome 
Pavilion. Pier Park hosts a variety of rides, games, and amusements.  
800-595-7437, navypier.org

Zip on at Berkshire East  
Mountain Resort
Berkshire East Canopy Tours at Berkshire 
East Mountain Resort in Charlemont, 
Massachusetts, features three zip line 
canopy tours. Valley Jump Tour has six 
zip lines across the Deerfield River Valley. 
The zip lines range in length from 1,000 
feet to 2,600 feet and reach 200 feet 
in the air. The seven-line Mountain Top 
Tour is the most popular zip line tour for 
individuals and groups. 

Those trying zip lining for the first 
time can head to the two-line course at 
the base of the ski area. Three elevated 
platforms are connected by two sets of 
dual-racing cables. One line is 380 feet 
long, and the other is 570 feet long.  
413-339-6618, berkshireeast.com

Hersheypark makes a 
sweet stop
More than 100 years ago, candy magnate 
Milton S. Hershey created Hersheypark in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, as leisure grounds for 
employees of his chocolate factory. Now the 
121-acre theme park is open to all and full of 
mild to wild coasters, a water park, a zoo, 
and, naturally, chocolate. Hersheypark has 
four distinct seasonal events: Springtime In 
The Park during April weekends; its sum-
mer season from May through September; 
Hersheypark In The Dark; and Hersheypark 
Christmas Candylane.

School groups receive discounted rates, 
can participate in five annual Education 
Days, and receive discounted dining options. 
800-242-4236, hersheypark.com

Navy Pier

Hersheypark Ferris wheel

Cedar Point makes  
learning fun
For fun on the Lake Erie shore, head 
to Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio. The 
amusement park’s 70 rides include roller 
coasters like Steel Vengeance and  
Millennium Force. 

Cedar Point provides free middle school 
curriculum to all schools that purchase 
admission. Each May, the park helps 
students mix learning with fun during 
Education Days. Physics, Science & Math 
Days, Engineering Day, and Amusement 
Park 101 Days are on the schedule.

Bands and choirs can perform on out-
door stages. During the Festival of Music in 
May, band, orchestra, and choral students 
perform for adjudicators.  
800-448-2428, opt. 1; cedarpoint.com

VR World NYC mixes  
tech and learning
VR World NYC in New York City blends 
cutting-edge, mixed reality gaming, and 
digital art. School programs depend on the 
group’s focus and age. 

Upper elementary STEAM school trips 
encompass multiple subjects and have 
multiple learning goals. Students not only 
experience virtual reality but also create in 
VR. High school educational experiences 
engage and inspire students across several 
disciplines, including natural history, math, 
anatomy, physics, art, and design. 
vrworldnyc.com
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2022 marks the 45th anniversary 

of Elvis’ passing. To honor the king‘s 

memory and celebrate his legend, 

we’re reminding fans of 45 great 

reasons to visit Graceland this year. 

Visit

Memphis, TN

© EPE. Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE.
All Rights Reserved. Elvis™ © 2022 ABG EPE IP LLC

Step into Bible stories at Sight & Sound Theatres
Stories from the Bible come to life on the stages of Sight & Sound Theatres in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and Branson, Missouri.

“Moses” is scheduled for March through October 2023 in Lancaster. An epic story is 
presented with massive sets, special effects, and live animals in an original stage production 
from Sight & Sound Theatres. “Queen Esther” is set to run March through December 2023 in 
Branson. Set in the Persian Empire, the show presents Esther’s courage and faith.  
800-377-1277, sight-sound.com 
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Studio tour showcases Hollywood storytelling
The Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood in Burbank, California, takes student groups behind 
the lens to learn about their favorite television shows and films. 

After an introductory exhibit and film, a studio cart ferries groups to exterior sets on the 
studio’s backlots. The Midwest Street set, for example, has been featured in nearly 400 
movies and shows since the 1930s, including “Gilmore Girls,” “Pretty Little Liars,” “The Music 
Man,” and “Growing Pains.”

The tour includes a visit to a production soundstage, exposure to computer-generated 
imagery, and an awards season exhibit where students pose for a red-carpet moment.

“The Storytelling Showcase experience introduces the history of Warner Brothers and 
the beginnings of the studio lot,” says Helen Albrecht, trade account manager at Warner 
Bros. Studio Tours. “Students learn about the actual Warner Brothers highlights through 
artifacts, including Jack Warner’s actual phone book—where you’ll find the phone number 
of some notable guests—and his collection of leather-bound scripts.”  
818-977-8687, wbstudiotour.com

Storytelling Showcase, Warner Bros. 
Studio Tour Hollywood

“Moses,” Sight & Sound Theatres
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Sevierville delivers  
Smoky Mountain fun
Three attractions in Sevierville, Tennes-
see, provide fun for all ages in the Smoky  
Mountains. Find go-kart racing thrills at 
NASCAR Speedpark as well as mini-golf, 
rides, arcade games, and a virtual reality 
gaming experience.

Sevier Air Trampoline & Ninja Warrior 
Park offers 38,000 square feet of Ninja 
Warrior courses, trampolines, and other 
activities. “It’s a fun environment,” says Joe 
Reeping, general manager. “People come 
happy and leave happier.” 

RainForest Adventures Discovery Zoo 
uses fun to help young people develop 
caring attitudes toward nature and its many 
wonders. Visitors see more than 600 live 
animals and learn about biodiversity.  
865-453-6411, visitsevierville.com

Find water park thrills in Texas
Schlitterbahn Galveston is a 26-acre water park located just outside 
Houston, Texas, on historic Galveston Island. The park features 
more than 33 attractions, including the world-famous water coaster, 
MASSIV, and the next-generation, award-winning Transportainment 
river system that combines three rivers into one endless floating 

adventure. Infinity Racers, the tallest and longest pair of head-first 
mat races, was added in 2019.

The park’s Education Days link in-park student activities with a 
state-approved curriculum. Students can take center stage at the park’s 
music festival or perform for park guests. Meal options are available. 
409-770-9283, schlitterbahn.com/galveston

AMUSEMENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Sevier Air Trampoline & Ninja Warrior Park

Schlitterbahn Galveston
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Explore the blue planet on Boston’s Central Wharf.
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49Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

Celebrate New Orleans 
from above
Vue Orleans, the newest interactive 
entertainment experience in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, features the city’s 
first 360-degree views of the Mississippi 
River and the New Orleans landscape. 

The indoor and outdoor observatory 
and cultural exhibit on the top of the 
Four Seasons Hotel also gives students a 
robust view back in time. The attraction 
covers 300 years of history, including the 
diverse people and groups that created 
the city’s unique culture and continue 
to shape it. Touchless interactive exhib-
its introduce legendary New Orleans 
fi gures, such as the Soul Queen of New 
Orleans, Irma Thomas; the Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band; and others. Vue Orleans 
provides special rates for offi cial youth 
and school groups.

Get a taste of the history of New 
Orleans cuisine served up hot at the Vue 
Orleans’ Story Café, led by PBS chef 
Kevin Belton and cookbook author and 
“Louisiana Eats!” host Poppy Tooker.
504-285-3600, vueorleans.com 

Learning meets fun at 
The Adventuredome
Educators can turn The Adventuredome 
indoor theme park at Circus Circus in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, into 5 acres of learning 
space. Experience the world of accelera-
tion, gravity, and centrifugal force 
during the park’s Physics Day. 

Elementary and middle school stu-
dents are exposed to physics fundamen-
tals in The Science of Juggling program. 
Performance groups first present their 
talents to family, friends, and the public 
and then experience the fun of The 
Adventuredome. And of course, for 
school groups that just want to have fun, 
The Adventuredome features roller coast-
ers like the double-corkscrew Canyon 
Blaster, rides of all kinds, FX Theater 4D, 
Extreme Ride Theater, midway games, 
and a new virtual reality room with 10 
games. Catering options are available. 
702-691-5861, 
circuscircus.com/the-adventuredome

BOOK NOW!  
FernbankMuseum.org | 404.929.6306  
Group.Visits@FernbankMuseum.org 

Discounted group and education rates available. 
Education admission now includes a choice of a Giant Screen Film or Field Trip Program.

SAVE ON 
A DINO-MITE 
ADVENTURE

An extraordinary experience 
awaits at the museum.

bmmglass.com | 920.751.4658
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There’s no greater destination for student groups in 
the performing arts to experience theater, music, and 
entertainment than in New York City. From behind-the-
scenes tours at iconic venues like Radio City Music Hall 
and the Lyric Theatre to student group performances 
at the city’s most iconic destinations like the Statue of 
Liberty and the top of Rockefeller Center, New York’s 
options are endless.

“New York City is a city that’s driven by both educa-
tion and music—and that’s a great combination,” says 
Renee Wilson, director of tourism market development 
at NYC & Company, the nonprofi t behind New York 
City tourism. “Here, students have the chance to learn 
not only about the history of New York City but also 
music and performance infl uence that shaped New 
York’s entertainment scene—from classical sheet music 
production to Tin Pan Alley to modern pop culture.”

Beyond the excitement of purchasing tickets for 
theatrical classics like “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
“Cats,” and “Chicago” to modern-day favorites 
like “Hamilton” and “The Lion King,” organizers for 
youth choirs, bands, and student theater groups can 
go big in the Big Apple.

50

BIG APPLE 
ENTERTAINMENT
New York City is the epicenter of performing arts experiences   BY ERICA ZAZO

Broadway history
Broadway’s legacy in NYC dates to the mid-1700s. But not 
until the early 1900s did New York’s Broadway scene reach 
blockbuster status. During this time, institutional music and 
entertainment hot spots, like Union Square and Madison 
Square Garden, began to expand uptown—forming what 
we know as Broadway (or the Theatre District) today.

New York’s latest Broadway debut opens in fall 2022. 
The Museum of Broadway will make its grand opening 
at 145 West 45th St. in the heart of Times Square. The
interactive and experiential museum celebrates Broadway’s 
rich history and legacy. Youth groups will learn about the 
names, faces, and talents that shaped Broadway’s founda-
tion and future. Planners interested in group tickets should 
reach out to groups@themuseumofbroadway.com for     
early booking inquiries.

Youth groups interested in learning more about New 
York’s music origins and history have a variety of options to 
choose from. The New York Public Library for the Performing 
Arts houses one of the world’s largest collections of research 
covering theater, fi lm, dance, music, and recorded sound. 
At the Brooklyn Museum, an art museum and one of the 
city’s largest museums by size, groups can learn about the 
many ways art infl uenced and shaped NYC’s music scene 
and take advantage of the museum’s rotating series of music 
events and live performances.

Lincoln Center

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
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Backstage tours
Many classic Broadway theaters and music institutions offer 
educational and historic tours of venues throughout the city. 

Student groups can explore the beauty and history of 
the iconic Radio City Music Hall on a 60-minute guided 
tour. The popular Radio City Stage Door Tour gives groups 
a glimpse of the hall’s beautiful art deco masterpieces, 
explores secret rooms like The Roxy Suite, and provides 
an up-close look at the Great Stage. Tours of the home 
of the hall, the Rockefeller Center, are also available. The 
historian-guided Rockefeller Center Tour revisits the history 
of John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s vision for the once-cultural center 
to become the world-renowned institution and National 
Historic Landmark that it is today. 

For groups interested in musical theater, Inside Broad-
way Tours takes students behind the scenes at some of 
New York’s most legendary Broadway theaters. During the 
company’s most popular experience—the Inside Broadway 
Tour—groups embark on a backstage tour led by profes-
sional actors, singers, and directors. During the interactive 
tour, students will walk through some of the most well-known 
stages, dressing rooms, and sets in the Theatre District. Inside 
Broadway Tours also offers private and custom tour options, 
including neighborhood walking tours that showcase local 
landmarks and destinations that inspired some of Broad-
way’s biggest hits. 

Live performances
Students can take center stage at some of the most iconic 
destinations across the city. Whether singing in Times 
Square, dancing on Rockefeller’s Observation Deck, or 
performing for millions of paradegoers at the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, performing arts directors and 
tour planners can have their pick. 

“Student groups can perform at the most amazing attrac-
tions across the city, like the Empire State Building and the 
Statute of Liberty,” Wilson says. “Most attractions offer a 
paid package, so in addition to their entry tickets, students 
and groups can perform for the audience of attendees, 
tourists, or guests visiting. In New York City, our most iconic 
destinations come with a built-in audience.”

Also popular among student music groups is the chance 
to audition and perform in nationally broadcasted parades 
and at festivals in Central Park and other neighborhoods 
across the city. For more information about how groups can 
participate on stage, in festivals, and at attractions around 
the city, contact NYC & Company at business.nycgo.com. 

Group tickets for theater and Broadway shows can be 
purchased online at groups.broadway.com. Q

NYC & Company
212-484-1297  |  nycgo.com

Apollo Theater

Times Square

Kings Theater

The Shed

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
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“Nashville boasts an array of educational, artistic, and  
entertainment-rich a!ractions for students of all ages. Home 
to more than 20 colleges and universities and iconic a!rac-
tions like the Country Music Hall of Fame & Museum, Grand Ole 
Opry, and National Museum of African American Music, Music 
City provides an unforge!able student experience.” 

—STACI FLORES, senior tourism sales manager, Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp.

52

LEARN  Step back in time at Andrew 
Jackson’s Hermitage: Home of the 
People’s President. Be a part of the new, 
interactive guest experiences. See a dueling 
demonstration by history re-enactors with the 
award-winning program, The Duel. Or learn 
about Jackson’s reputation as a horseman 
and his involvement in thoroughbred horse 
racing with the Wager to Win program. 
Student groups can also arrange to perform 
at Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage.

EAT  Assembly Food Hall spans 100,000 
square feet and offers more than 30 eateries, 
a rooftop event space, and a music venue 
(where student groups can perform). Meal 
vouchers are available in advance for visiting 
student groups. The food hall is part of Fifth + 
Broadway, an entertainment destination in the 
heart of downtown Nashville.

EXPLORE  Visit Nashville’s newest 
museum, the National Museum of 
African American Music, located inside 
Fifth + Broadway. Discover the central role 
African Americans have played in shaping 
and creating all genres of American music.

Co-write and produce a song from 
scratch with a Nashville recording artist 
and a record producer with the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and Museum’s 
newest student program, Inside Tracks. Tour 
Historic RCA Studio B and visit the hall of 
fame and museum on a self-guided tour.

Head backstage at the “Mother Church 
of Country Music,” the Ryman Audito-
rium. Student groups are able to perform 
at all of these iconic venues.

DON’T MISS  Catch a show at the Grand 
Ole Opry—Nashville’s must-see attraction 
and the world’s longest-running live radio 
show. Cap off the evening with a post-show 
Opry Backstage Tour.

ASK
Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp.
615-259-4758  |  visitmusiccity.com FR
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ITINERARY MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

Grand Ole Opry House stage performance

Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage
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Contact us today to learn more about Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.

PigeonForgeTours.com 1-800-285-7557

Pigeon Forge offers the best of all worlds for our traveling student groups. 
From a variety of hospitable venues, to hundreds of attractions that can 
provide hands-on learning experiences that every student will love. Pigeon 
Forge features Dollywood, go-carts, roller coasters, water parks, interactive 
museums, the Great Smoky Mountains, and so much more.

COME EXPERIENCE
MOUNTAINS OF FUN.

 PFT004706_L2rr_GroupTourMedia_YouthTrvlPlnrAd_7.25x4.75.indd   1 PFT004706_L2rr_GroupTourMedia_YouthTrvlPlnrAd_7.25x4.75.indd   1 7/15/22   3:14 PM7/15/22   3:14 PM

Bring Your Group to Experience the 2022-23 Season!
Secure seats before the public.

Group minimums vary by show.

Contact Karen Reeves, Group Sales Manager KReeves@BroadwayDallas.org or 214-413-3924

Groups of 10 or more receive the best available discount (minimum 10%),
free parking for shows held at the Music Hall, and personal Concierge Service.
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GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE

FOR 10 OR MORE

©Disney

It’s time to dive into the exciting world 
of Disney on Broadway! Become a 
part of the show as you experience 
an exclusive and interactive Disney 

Broadway Workshop.

Discover the beautifully restored 
art and architecture of The New 

Amsterdam Theatre, once home to 
the legendary Ziegfeld Follies.

Education is a vital part of our world 
at Disney on Broadway. With study 
guides and more, you can find the 
educational resources you need to 
add some magic to your classroom!

800-439-9000  •  DisneyTheatricalSales.com
Start planning your Disney on Broadway group trip today!

©
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STUDY GUIDE
PREPARED BYDISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONSEDUCATION DEPARTMENT

WORKSHOPS THEATRE TOURS EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

THE AWARD-WINNING
BEST MUSICAL

T H E  H I T  B R OA D WAY  M U S I C A L

BRING THE MAGIC
TO YOUR GROUP

ADD EVEN MORE MAGIC TO YOUR GROUP EXPERIENCE
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Explore music with 
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Boston Symphony Orchestra has developed 
several options for students and educators. 
BSO Youth Concerts chart the connections 
between the repertoire and the concert 
theme. Lesson plans and other supplemen-
tary materials support integrated learning. 
The Symphony Hall concerts demonstrate to 
students the power of live orchestral music. 
High School Open Rehearsals give students 
an insider’s view of a BSO rehearsal.
617-638-9345, bso.org

Fox Theatre is Detroit gem
The Fox Theatre in downtown Detroit, 
Michigan, is one of America’s most elegant 
and grand theaters. The Grand Lobby, 
which soars six stories and was designed 
to resemble an ancient Indian temple, is as 
stunning as when it opened in 1928, thanks 
to the restoration efforts by Marian and 
Mike Ilitch in the 1980s. 

Thousands of legendary performers 
have stood on the Fox’s stage, from Shirley 
Temple to Elvis Presley to Motown stars. The 
historic venue features Broadway musicals, 
interactive stage shows, and holiday favor-
ites. 313-471-3099, 313presents.com

Street performers entertain at Faneuil Hall Marketplace
The open-air Faneuil Hall Marketplace in the heart of downtown Boston, Massachusetts, is 
really four places in one location—historic Faneuil Hall, Quincy Market, North Market, and 
South Market—set around a cobblestone promenade. Student can shop at more than 100 
stores and specialty pushcarts. Plus, the promenade is fi lled with the music and jaw-dropping 
routines of world-renowned street performers—jugglers, acrobats, contortionists, mimes,         
musicians, and magicians.

Street performers began performing at Faneuil Hall in the early 1970s to entertain construc-
tion workers who were working on the marketplace’s revitalization. The performers never left, 
and Faneuil Hall Marketplace is now one of the world’s premier venues for street performing. 
Motorcoach parking is nearby on Surface Artery. faneuilhallmarketplace.com

Savor the sounds at GRAMMY Museum locations 
Throughout the United States, GRAMMY Museums celebrate the power of music. The 
GRAMMY Museum in Los Angeles, California, offers student tours and workshops ranging 
from Music Production 101 to Music of the Civil Rights Movement. grammymuseum.org

More than 20 exhibits at the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi in Cleveland, Mississippi, 
explore great music, including rock ‘n’ roll, hip-hop, country, classical, Latin, R&B, and jazz. 
In addition to tours, interactive programs led by museum staff and music professionals inspire 
further exploration and extend learning outcomes for students. grammymuseumms.org

The GRAMMY Museum Gallery at Musicians Hall of Fame and Museum in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, is an interactive facility. Using headphones, students can play drums, keyboard, and 
guitar along with Ray Charles and the Raelettes. Exhibits on songwriting, engineering, and 
producing let visitors see what it takes to make a recording. musicianshalloffame.com

GRAMMY Museum Experience Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey, features interac-
tive experiences that relate the history of the GRAMMY Awards and cover musical legends of 
New Jersey. grammymuseumexp.org

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

Faneuil Hall Marketplace

Symphony Hall, Boston 
Symphony Orchestra 
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GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE

FOR 10 OR MORE

©Disney

It’s time to dive into the exciting world 
of Disney on Broadway! Become a 
part of the show as you experience 
an exclusive and interactive Disney 

Broadway Workshop.

Discover the beautifully restored 
art and architecture of The New 

Amsterdam Theatre, once home to 
the legendary Ziegfeld Follies.

Education is a vital part of our world 
at Disney on Broadway. With study 
guides and more, you can find the 
educational resources you need to 
add some magic to your classroom!

800-439-9000  •  DisneyTheatricalSales.com
Start planning your Disney on Broadway group trip today!

©
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STUDY GUIDE
PREPARED BYDISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONSEDUCATION DEPARTMENT

WORKSHOPS THEATRE TOURS EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

THE AWARD-WINNING
BEST MUSICAL

T H E  H I T  B R OA D WAY  M U S I C A L

BRING THE MAGIC
TO YOUR GROUP

ADD EVEN MORE MAGIC TO YOUR GROUP EXPERIENCE
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Experience Elvis’ life in Memphis
Students can step into the life and career of Elvis Presley at Graceland, the American legend’s 
mansion, which is set on 120 acres in Memphis, Tennessee. 

The Elvis Experience Tour for student and youth groups includes the Graceland Mansion 
audio-guided tour as well as full access to Elvis Presley’s Memphis Entertainment Complex. 
The complex features Presley Motors Automobile Museum, Elvis: The Entertainer Career 
Museum, Elvis Discovery exhibits, and new virtual and augmented reality experiences. A visit 
to Graceland lets visitors experience Presley’s life and career like never before, through his 
roots, his influences, and his artistry. Student choral and band groups are welcome to perform 
at Elvis Presley’s Memphis, located across the street from Graceland Mansion.  
800-238-2010, graceland.com FR
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Perform in Branson
Student and youth groups witnes world-
class entertainment and performers in 
Branson, Missouri, which offers more 
than 100 live shows in the live entertain-
ment capital. Even better, student groups 
can perform in one of the state-of-the-
art theaters for an unforgettable learning 
experience. Performance groups are 
often the pre-show entertainment, 
performing on the same stages as some 
of Branson’s biggest and brightest stars. 
In addition, the town’s award-winning 
theme parks and exciting attractions 
offer performance settings. Take 
advantage of educational workshops, 
master classes, and behind-the-scenes 
programs with theater professionals. 
417-334-4084,  
explorebranson.com

Hear global tunes at Musical 
Instrument Museum
The Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix, 
Arizona, immerses students in traditions from 
around the world. The museum is known as 
the world’s only global instrument museum.

Galleries feature advanced wireless 
technology and high-resolution video 
screens, enabling students to see instru-
ments, hear their sounds, and observe 
them being played in their original settings. 
Select exhibits offer an insider’s view 
of how instruments work. The workshop 
displays detail the instrument-building 
process, while the Experience Gallery has 
musical instruments students can touch and 
play. The museum offers virtual field trips for 
students as well as in-person guided field 
trips that focus on various themes.  
480-478-6000, mim.org

Lubbock performing arts center 
honors Buddy Holly
Lubbock, Texas, is the birthplace of Buddy 
Holly, the 1950s pop star whose brief 
career influenced generations of musicians 
and fans. The Buddy Holly Hall of Perform-
ing Arts and Sciences opened in 2021.  
As the largest performing arts center in 
West Texas, it plays host to a wide range of 
performances, from opera and Broadway 
shows to symphonies and rock concerts. 
The Lubbock Entertainment and Performing 
Arts Association’s partnerships with Lub-
bock Independent School District, Ballet 
Lubbock, Lubbock Symphony Orchestra, 
The Buddy Holly Educational Foundation, 
and others ensures arts education remains 
a priority. The American Theatre Guild’s 
Staging the Future program enables stu-
dents to experience live theater and pro-
vides access to education opportunities. 

While in Lubbock, students can also visit 
the Buddy Holly Center, which interprets 
artifacts relevant to Holly and other West 
Texas performing artists and musicians. 
806-792-8339, buddyhollyhall.com

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

Elvis Presley’s Memphis

The Buddy Holly Hall of  
Performing Arts and Sciences
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Connect with the arts in 
Columbus, Georgia
Music and the performing arts are alive 
and well in Columbus, Georgia, located 
on the banks of the Chattahoochee 
River. RiverCenter for the Performing 
Arts, which opened in 2002, serves 
students and educators with varied 
experiences and resources. The Arts-
Reach Matinee series uses theatrical 
events to deliver inventive presentations 
of literature and STEAM content. 

Springer Opera House opened in 
1871, was saved from the wrecking ball 
in the 1960s, and is the State Theatre of 
Georgia. Many of its productions have 
performances during the day, which 
are perfect for student trips. Educators 
can also schedule a tour or a workshop. 
These can be stand-alone events or 
added to an Arts in Education perfor-
mance experience. rivercenter.org, 
springeroperahouse.org

Theater comes alive in Denver 
The Denver Center for the Performing Arts presents Broadway tours and produces theater, 
cabaret, musicals, and innovative, multimedia plays. Student matinees are available. In-school 
programs include dramatic learning workshops, playwrighting competitions, and presen-
tations about theater careers. The organization also offers professional development for     
teachers on arts integration, theater training, and presentation skills. 

A behind-the-scenes tour shows the people and processes that bring theater to life. The 
Denver Center for the Performing Arts, Opera Colorado, Colorado Ballet, and the Colorado 
Symphony are resident organizations of the Denver Performing Arts Complex. The 12-block, 
4-acre facility encompasses multiple venues. 303-893-4100, denvercenter.org

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

Bring your 
students for an 
unforgettable
experience

Experience the best of Broadway 
and opera on Chicago’s biggest 
stage with Hansel and Gretel, 
Carmen, West Side Story, and 
more!

Student tickets start at $20 
for select performances. 

It’s easy to book!
lyricopera.org/groupsales
312.827.5720

Photo: Todd Rosenberg

Spark joy with the Orchestra through musical 
moments that explore and embrace every 
emotion in Cincinnati Music Hall,
a National Historic Landmark. Learn 
the stories and history behind this 
magnificent structure and hear the
1927 Mighty Wurlitzer organ with

its 2,000 pipes.

—
Student & youth groups save, with tickets
STARTING AT $8.

Orchestra: cincinnatisymphony.org
groupsales@cincinnatisymphony.org
513.864.0196

Tours: friendsofmusichall.org
musichalltour@friendsofmusichall.org
513.744.3293

Colorado Symphony, Boettcher Concert Hall
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In the “Sports Capital of Texas,” all sights, sounds, and 
smells revolve around the excitement, thrill, and com-
petition of the game. The ambiance in town rings with 
referee whistles and rallying fans, and dons a perfume 
of chargrilled hot dogs and fresh-cut grass. 

With a tier-one lineup of sports venues and enter-
tainment including Triple-A baseball at Dell Diamond, 
America’s largest indoor water park, nature and green 
space, and walking and biking trails, Round Rock, 
Texas, tops the list of world-class destinations for youth 
sports teams in the country. Fans and athletes travel 
from all around the nation to the sports capital to cheer 
on and compete among youth sports teams.

“For nearly 52 weekends out of the year, Round Rock 
serves as a sports epicenter for the athletic community,” 
says Nancy Yawn, director at the Round Rock Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau. “Because of our top-of-the-line 
sports facilities, we’re not only hosting collegiate, high 
school, and club-level sports at our facilities, but we’re 
also providing players, their families, and fans with an 
entertainment destination to enjoy before, after, and 
during their games.”
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A WINNING  
DESTINATION
Round Rock scores as ‘Sports Capital of Texas’  BY ERICA ZAZO

Athlete-approved amenities 
Round Rock prides itself on hosting some of the largest youth 
and recreational sports tournaments for athletes around the 
globe, thanks to its robust and growing infrastructure. The 
Round Rock Sports Center and Round Rock Multipurpose 
Complex showcase state-of-the-art indoor and outdoor 
fields, courts, and stadiums for year-round tournaments. 
In addition to sports venues, Round Rock has a long list of 
accommodations and amenities for youth sports teams, 
families, and fans. Over 35 hotels, multiple shopping dis-
tricts, endless entertainment options, and an abundance of 
restaurants are located all around the city.

Round Rock Sports Center
Since its opening in January 2014, the Round Rock Sports 
Center has served as the premier host site for nearly every 
sport imaginable. From basketball, volleyball, and table 
tennis to wrestling, soccer, and fencing, the facility is a sports 
mecca for athletes, celebrating and supporting a diverse 
array of youth sports. The $14.9 million facility boasts over 
82,000 square feet of indoor space and over 47,000 square 
feet of flex space, which can support a variety of configura-
tions, such as three NCAA basketball courts, six high school 
basketball courts, or a dozen high school volleyball courts. 

The Round Rock Sports Center can host 1,400 spectators, 
and it features full concessions, numerous locker rooms, 
training rooms, and LED scoreboards. An open-air plaza  

Soccer competition

SPORTS & RECREATION
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and outdoor pavilion also serve as a hosting space for 
teams and fans during games. The outdoor covered pavilion 
is equipped with multisport turf surface, a playground, con-
cessions, and restrooms.

Round Rock Multipurpose Complex
Located in Round Rock’s Old Settlers Park, the city park sys-
tem’s crown jewel, the Round Rock Multipurpose Complex 
has become a well-recognized destination for youth and  
amateur sports leagues around the country since the com-
plex was founded in 2017. 

The 60-acre outdoor complex provides flexible and 
versatile field configurations for all types of team sports from 
soccer, football, and ultimate frisbee to rugby, lacrosse, and 
more. Four natural grass multipurpose fields, four synthetic 
turf multipurpose fields, a natural grass championship field, 
and a synthetic turf championship field can accommodate 
groups and teams of all sizes.

O!-field entertainment
After a day on the field in the hot Texas sun, youth sports 
teams can find a full roster of post-game activities to cool  
off and relax. 

America’s largest water park, located right in the heart of 
Round Rock, is a great place to start. The Kalahari Resorts 
water park, which opened in November 2020, provides 
223,000 square feet of wet and wild fun. Visitors may need 
more than one afternoon at this destination. Inside the water 
park, groups can also enjoy Tom Foolerys Adventure Park, 
an 80,000-square-foot indoor theme park featuring arcade 
games, amusement rides, a climbing wall, rope course, zip 
lining, laser tag, and much more.

Home Run Dugout gives everyone the chance to swing 
for the fences. The attraction is positioned near center field 
at Dell Diamond, the home stadium of the Texas Rangers’ 
Triple-A minor league baseball team, the Round Rock 

Express. Baseball and softball fans can practice their skills 
at a virtual home plate. The sports venue features state-of-
the-art batting bays that throw out the perfect soft-toss pitch, 
setting players up for the perfect hit. With a full bar and grill 
overlooking Dell Diamond, fans are set up for home run 
entertainment all night at the ballpark.

At Round Rock Premium Outlets, teams, families, and 
travel planners can explore more than 125 name-brand 
outlet stores in the fresh air. The open-air shopping complex 
includes apparel and fashion-forward shops, designer 
shoe outlets, and accessory-filled storefronts. Plenty more 
shopping can be found in downtown Round Rock. The 
laid-back historical district is walkable, parkable, and full 
of stores and restaurants for all tastes and interests. Families 
and teams will especially love Prete Plaza on Main Street, a 
14,000-square-foot plaza featuring a music and performing 
arts stage, an interactive water fountain, ambient lighting, 
and ample grass seating. 

“With a short 20- to 30-minute drive from the Austin airport, 
and the fact that we’re centrally located in Texas, our central 
location gives teams and families easy access to our facilities,” 
Yawn adds. “We’re within three to four hours from the largest 
cities in the state, and that’s another reason why our sports 
amenities are very appealing to tournament planners, team 
managers, and families traveling to Round Rock.” Q

Round Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau
512-218-7023  |  goroundrock.com

Round Rock Multipurpose Complex

SPORTS & RECREATION

Kalahari Resorts water park
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“Louisville is home to many one-of-a-kind a!ractions with 
student-friendly curriculum for those teachable moments. It’s 
a terrific place to bring any kind of youth group, from vocal and 
instrumental performances to students focused on STEM.” 

—SAUNDRA ROBERTSON, group tour senior manager, Louisville Tourism

60

DISCOVER  Head to the Kentucky Derby 
Museum—where every day is Derby Day. 
Student visits include a guided tour of Churchill 
Downs Racetrack; a showing of “The Greatest 
Race,” a 360-degree immersive sound and 
visual experience; two floors of interactive 
exhibits; and an age-appropriate education 
program. Horses take center stage in a cur-
riculum that covers the arts and humanities, 
math, science, and social studies.

LEARN  Journey into the heart of a champion 
at The Muhammad Ali Center by means of 
multimedia presentations, interactive exhibits, 
countless images, historical video, and arti-
facts. The experience incorporates the six core 
principles of Ali’s life: confidence, conviction, 
dedication, giving, respect, and spirituality.

TOUR  From The Big Bat outside to witness-
ing the actual making of baseball bats, 
young people will be amazed at Louisville 
Slugger Museum & Factory. Besides the 
factory tour, galleries are filled with memo-
rabilia and interactive exhibits that present 
history and art from a sporty perspective. 
Each student receives a free miniature bat.

GO  Watch the Louisville Bats, the Triple-A 
affiliate of the Cincinnati Reds, play baseball 
at Louisville Slugger Field. The season 
runs from April through September.

PLAY  Louisville facilities can handle every 
sport from archery to volleyball. Venues include 
Kentucky Expo Center, MidAmerica 
Sports Center, and KFC Yum! Center. 

DON’T MISS  For a one-of-kind adven-
ture, go to Louisville Mega Cavern and 
participate in the Mega Zips all-underground 
zip line and adventure tour. Guides relate 
the geology and history of the massive 
human-made cavern.

Belle of Louisville Riverboats offers 
customized programs and field trips.

ASK
Louisville Tourism
502-561-3100  |  gotolouisville.com P
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Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory

LOUISVILLE   KENTUCKY

ITINERARY SPORTS & RECREATION
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Frederick County’s African American 
community shaped the history of our 
region. Your group is invited to tour 
the new Museum of the Iron Worker 
located at the Catoctin Furnace. Come 
face-to-face with some of the furnace’s 
earliest workers and discover harrowing 
and heroic stories forged in fire.  

visitfrederick.org • 800-999-3613

FACE TO FACE
WITH HISTORY

Learn more at GreaterParkersburg.com | 304.428.1130 or 800.752.4982

Discovery World on Market Children’s Museum.
Plan your visit today to the regions newest STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) destination that 
provides children a one-of-a-kind hands on experience!

Create. Play. Explore.
OPENING 
FALL 2022!

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

For more information, call 877.955.2822  
or email tourmealz@earlenterprise.com

• Group menus for all budgets & tastes
•  National contracts & net rates for 

consistent pricing in all cities
•  Vegetarian & gluten free option 

available
• Special merchandise o!ers
•  Meal Plans available for FITs/

Individuals
•  Mealz Pass provides your clients with 

flexibility to choose a variety of restaurants, dine at 
their leisure & order from our a la carte menu

ITALIAN KITCHEN

®

flexibility to choose a variety of restaurants, dine at 
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Negro Leagues Baseball Museum
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Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame honors the greats 
Located in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
the city where James Naismith invented 
basketball in 1891, the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame is an independent 
nonprofit organization that works to  
promote, preserve, and celebrate the game 
of basketball at every level—men and 
women, amateur and professional players, 
and coaches and contributors—both 
domestically and internationally. The hall 
is home to more than 400 inductees and 
over 40,000 square feet of basketball 
history. Nearly 200,000 people visit the 
hall each year.

At the museum, young people learn 
about the game of basketball, experience 
the interactive exhibits, and test their skills 
on the Jerry Colangelo “Court of Dreams.” 
Education programs are available.  
877-446-6752, hoophall.com

Mesa adds new sports and 
entertainment complex 
Bell Bank Park, the 320-acre, world-class 
family sports and entertainment park in 
southeast Mesa, Arizona, is designed to 
host youth and amateur sports teams, and 
individual and team trainings. In addition, 
the complex offers family fun via events, 
concerts, youth sports tournaments, and 
fitness opportunities.

Opened in early 2022, Bell Bank Park 
features a 5,000-seat outdoor stadium, 
a 2,800-seat indoor arena, and a nearly 
3-acre outdoor great lawn for concerts and 
events. Indoor and outdoor facilities are 
available for a broad range of sports and 
activities, including soccer, baseball, soft-
ball, football, lacrosse, futsal, basketball, 
volleyball, pickleball, gymnastics, cheer, 
dance, e-sports, youth camps and recre-
ational sports, and performance training.  
bellbankpark.com

Yankee Stadium showcases 
historic baseball franchise
A tour of Yankee Stadium in New York City 
reverberates with history. Visit Monument 
Park, located beyond the center field fence, 
which pays homage to Yankees heroes with 
plaques, monuments, and retired numbers. 

The New York Yankees Museum pre-
sented by Bank of America is a regular 
stop on stadium tours. Permanent exhibits 
include the “Baseball Wall,” which seeks 
to collect one autographed baseball from 
each player, manager, coach, and broad-
caster in Yankees history; a World Series 
ring display; World Series trophies; and 
Yankee great Thurman Munson’s locker. 
Other exhibits are rotated on a regular 
basis. The tour may also include The Great 
Hall and the dugout/field. 646-977-8687, 
mlb.com/yankees

Live a mascot’s life in Indiana 
STEAM education principles and sports 
mascot entertainment are the focus at 
the Mascot Hall of Fame in Whiting, 
Indiana. The hall’s mission is to edu-
cate, spark creativity, promote fun, and 
engage in communities while honoring 
the inductees. Interactive, educational 
displays incorporate STEAM-based 
activities and complement state and local 
curriculums. The mascot-themed exhib-
its share standards-embedded learning                                        
opportunities for students in grades K-8.  
mascothalloffame.com

Kansas City museum shares impact of African American baseball
The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Missouri, preserves and celebrates the 
history of African American baseball and its impact on the social advancement of the United 
States. A self-guided tour leads young people to artifacts, photos, and film exhibits. All are 
tied into a timeline of baseball and African American history. 

Learn about the Negro National League, rival leagues, the legendary Kansas City Mon-
archs, and the ballplayers who faced racism and segregation. An electronic resource for 
teachers contains bibliographies, field trip guide, and lesson plans. 816-221-1920, nlbm.com

SPORTS & RECREATION

New York Yankees Museum
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Field of Dreams Movie Site 
shares li!le piece of heaven 
Dyersville, Iowa, is the location of the Field 
of Dreams Movie Site. “Field of Dreams,” 
the 1989 movie adapted from W. P. Kin-
sella’s novel “Shoeless Joe,” tells the story 
of Iowa farmer Ray Kinsella. While tending 
to his cornfield, he hears a mysterious 
voice say, “If you build it, he will come.” 
Following his vision, Kinsella builds a base-
ball diamond in his field and is visited by 
ghosts of baseball legends. Ultimately, the 
attraction of baseball allows him to save 
the family farm. 

An experience available only for 
groups includes being greeted by one of 
the legendary Ghost Players. The player 
gives a tour of the Field of Dreams Movie 
Site while students sit in the best seats in 
the house—the original set of bleachers 
along the first baseline. 

“The Fields of Dreams Movie Site contin-
ues to evolve and appeal to travelers from 
across the world,” says Tyler Daugherty, 
vice president of community engagement 
at Travel Dubuque. “From Ghost Saturdays 
with the legendary Field of Dreams Ghost 
Players, to Major League Baseball, to sim-
ply just wanting to have a catch, the Field 
of Dreams offers something for all.”  
888-875-8404,  
fieldofdreamsmoviesite.com
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Celebrate favorite college  
football teams in Atlanta 
Kick a field goal and experience the pag-
eantry that is college football at the Chick-
fil-A College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta, 
Georgia. A visit helps young people turn 
textbooks into playbooks and learn about 
the importance of leadership and hard work. 
Check out the indoor playing field and the 
Helmet Wall—which displays helmets from 
more than 775 college teams.

A permanent exhibit that opened in 2021 
celebrates all aspects of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. The “Southern Com-
pany Celebrating HBCUs” exhibit concen-
trates on three key pillars in the HBCU culture: 
community, leadership, and opportunity. 
404-880-4850, cfbhall.com

Explore magical sports  
spot in Orlando 
Sports dreams come true at ESPN Wide 
World of Sports Complex at Walt Disney 
World Resort in Orlando, Florida. The 
complex can play host to more than 60 
sports across 10 world-class venues. ESPN 
Wide World of Sports has 11 baseball and 
softball diamonds, 17 outdoor multipurpose 
fields, and over 15,000 spectator seats. 
Have box lunches delivered to the field or 
eat as a team at the ESPN Wide World of 
Sports Grill. 

After competing, young people can visit 
Disney’s theme parks and water parks. 
Find entertainment, such as AMC Theaters 
and Splittsville bowling lanes at Disney 
Springs, along with dining and shopping. 
espnwwos.com

Compete in Myrtle Beach 
Within the John T. Rhodes Myrtle Beach 
Sports Center are eight basketball courts 
and 16 volleyball courts spread over 
72,000 square feet of column-free hard-
wood space. That much space makes the 
center perfect for tournaments. 

Named for a former mayor of Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, and close to the 
beach, shopping, dining, and entertain-
ment, the center has played host to court 
sports, wrestling, gymnastics, table tennis, 
pickleball, and other sporting events. 
The center has seven team rooms, a 
private mezzanine for elevated viewing, 
a retail area, and a cafe with indoor 
and outdoor seating. 843-918-1500, 
myrtlebeachsportscenter.com

Try out curling in Lake Placid 
Originally constructed for the 1932 Winter Olympics and further built upon for the 1980 Winter 
Olympics, the Lake Placid Legacy Sites in New York state have since evolved into four distinct 
locations: Olympic Center, Olympic Jumping Complex, Mount Van Hoevenberg, and Whiteface 
Mountain. Fly down the bobsled track, learn the ins and outs of curling, be instructed in the sport 
of luge at the wheel luge clinic, and explore the ski jump from a gondola.

“There’s so much for youth to do and to learn in Lake Placid,” says Paul Wylie, director of 
sport at the Olympic Regional Development Authority. “In Lake Placid, you don’t merely skate, 
ski, bobsled, jump on zip lines, and glide down mountain coasters. Instead, you fully engage 
your imagination, understanding the reach of greatness and human possibility experienced 
by Olympians who train to overcome everyday limitations, pressing through obstacles to 
achieve their ultimate goals. Spend a day or two in Lake Placid and it’s only natural to sense 
the challenge to dream bigger, to reach higher, and to strive more courageously in life.”                   
518-523-1655, lakeplacidlegacysites.com

SPORTS & RECREATION

Mountain Pass Lodge, Mount Van Hoevenberg 
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We understand the intricacies of planning group travel. That’s why 
every edition of Group Tour magazine features:
• Knowledge from tourism industry experts
• Itinerary builders for headache-free planning
• Content focused on group-friendly attractions and destinations

Never miss an issue of!Group Tour!magazine!

grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

Inspired
tour
planning!

scan to subscribe

Youth Travel Planner  2022-23  grouptourmagazine.com

YTP22_050-066.indd   64YTP22_050-066.indd   64 8/12/22   12:18 PM8/12/22   12:18 PM



We understand the intricacies of planning group travel. That’s why 
every edition of Group Tour magazine features:
• Knowledge from tourism industry experts
• Itinerary builders for headache-free planning
• Content focused on group-friendly attractions and destinations

Never miss an issue of!Group Tour!magazine!

grouptourmagazine.com/subscribe

Inspired
tour
planning!

scan to subscribe

YTP22_050-066.indd   65YTP22_050-066.indd   65 8/11/22   3:56 PM8/11/22   3:56 PM



From a lakefront that stretches for miles, to the allure
of museums, historic sites, lighthouses, streetcars, and
downtown dining, Kenosha offers something for everyone.
Schedule a group tour and prepare for unexpected fun. 

SLFWXUH�\RXU KENOSHA VISITKENOSHA.COM

ANYONE FOR A FIELD TRIP?
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